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I.  Introductory 

1.  Definition. — In  order  to  constitute  a  larceny  there  must  be  a 
trespass  in  the  taking*  and  a  simultaneous  combination  of  unlawful 
taking,  asportation,  and  felonious  intent.*  Larceny,  which  is  a  felony 
at  common  law,'  is  an  offense  against  the  right  of  property  *  and 
may  be  committed  in  any  place,  public  or  private,  in  a  highway,  or 
in  the  dwelling  of  the  owner.*  It  was  defined  by  Blackstone  as  "the 
fdonious  taking  and  carrying  away  of  the  goods  of  another,"  and, 
though  this  definition  has  frequently  been  quoted  by  the  courts,* 
it  is  generally  conceded  to  be  defective  in  omitting  the  words  "without 

1.  Lunsford  v.  Dietrich,  93  Ala.  565,  N.  E.  35,  46  A.  S.  R.  418. 

9  So.  308,  30  A.  S.  R.  79;  State  v.  6.  Griggs  v.  State,  58  Ala.  425,  29 
Setter,  57  Conn.  461,  18  Atl.  782,  14  Am.  Kep.  762  and  note;  Simmons  v. 
A.  S.  R.  121;  People  v.  Hoban,  240  III.  State,  73  Ga.  609,  64  Am.  Rep.  885. 
303,  88  N.  E.  806, 16  Ann.  Cas.  226,  22  6.  State  v.  Hawkins,  8  Port.  (Ala.) 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  1132;  State  V.Casey,  207  461,  33  Am,  Dec.  294  and  note;  Ed- 
Mo.  1,  105  S.  W.  645,  123  A.  S.  R.  monds  v.  State,  70  Ala.  8,  45  Am.  Rep. 
367,  13  Ann.  Cas.  878;.  Thome  v.  67;  State  v.  Parker,  34  Ark.  158,  36 
Turck,  94  N.  Y.  30,  46  Am.  Rep.  126;  Am..  Rep.  5;  Stole  v.  Soward,  83  Ark. 
Robinson  v.  Stale,  1  Cold.  (Tenn.)  264,  103  S.  W.  741,  U9  A.  S.  E.  136, 
120,  78  Am.  Doc.  487  and  note.  13  Ann.  Cas.  79,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

2.  Cooper  v.  Com.,  110  Ky.  123,  60  1117;  Tyler  v.  People,  Breese  (III) 
S.  W.  938,  96  A.  S.  R.  426,  52  L.R.A.  293,  12  Am.  Dec.  176;  State  v.  Craige, 
136.  89  N.  C.  475,  45  Am.  R«p.  698;  Dig- 

3.  Sneed  v.  State,  5  Ark.  431,  41  nowitty  v.  State,  17  Tex.  521,  67  Am. 
Am.  Dec.  102.  Dec.  670;  Stote  v.  Cbamben,  22  W. 

4.  Beaslcv  t.  State,  138  Ind.  652,  38  Va.  779,  46  Am.  Rep.  550. 
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the  consent  of  the  owner," '  as  it  is  the  essence  of  the  offense  that 
the  Ukking  be  against  his  will.*  Mr.  East,  in  his  Crown  Law,  defines 
larceny  as  "the  wrongful  or  fraudulent  taking  and  carrying  away, 
by  any  person,  of  the  mere  personal  goods  of  another,  from  any  place, 
with  a  felonious  intent  to  convert  them  to  hia  (the  taker  s)  own  use, 
and  make  them  his  own  property,  without  the  consent  of  the  owner,"  > 
but  this  definition  also  has  been  criticised  as  incomplete,  in  that  it 
does  not  define  the  meaning  of  the  word  "felonious,"  which^  it  is 
explained,  means  that  there  is  no  color  of  right  or  excuse  for  the 
act  and  that  the  intent  must  be  to  deprive  the  owner  permanently 
of  his  property.'**  In  view  of  the  definitions  referred  to  and  various 
others  of  a  similar  character,  it  would  seem  that  larceny  might 
be  satisfactorily  defined  as  the  felonious  taking  by  trespass  and  carry- 
ing away  of  the  goods  of  another,  without  the  consent  of  the  latter, 
and  with  the  felonious  intent  permanently  to  deprive  the  owner  of 
his  property  and  to  convert  it  to  his,  the  ttdcer's,  own  use.** 

2.  Scope  of  Article. — ^As  indicated  in  the  foregoing  analysis  this 
article  deals  only  with  simple  larceny,  that  is,  the  criminal  taking  by 
one  person  of  the  property  of  another  where  the  act  is  not  accompa- 
nied by  circumstances  of  aggravation,  such  as  the  use  of  force  or  bref^- 
ing  into  houses.  The  treatment  also  includes  criminal  responsibility 
for  receiving  stolen  goods,  and  tiie  civil  rights  and  liabilities  which 
grow  out  of  larcenies,  such  as  the  title  of  purchasers  from  a  thief, 
and  the  right  of  the  owner  of  stolen  goods  to  sue  the  thief.  The 
circumstances  of  aggravation  referred  to  above  differentiate  larceny 
in  its  ample  form  from  compound  larcenies  which  are  treated  under 
their  proper  titles.*'   Other  matters  related  to  this  subject  but  also 

7.  Note:  57  Am.  Dec.  271.  App.  270,  51  Am.  Rep.  309  and  note. 

8.  Defrese  v.  State,  3  Heiak.  (Tenn.)      Note:  57  Am.  Dec.  271. 

53,  8  Am.  Rep.  1.  11.  Edmonds  v.  State,  70  Ala.  8,  45 

9.  Griggs  V.  State,  58  Ala.  425,  29  Am.  Rep.  67;  Black  v.  State,  83  Ala. 
Am.  Rep.  762  and  note;  State  v.  81,  3  So.  814,  3  A.  S.  R.  691;  Brown 
South,  28  N.  J.  L.  28,  75  Am.  Dec.  v.  United  States,  35  App,  Cas.  (D.  C.) 
250;  State  v.  Davis,  33  N.  J.  L.  176,  548,  Ann.  Caa.  1912A  388;  People  v. 
20  Am.  Rep.  367;  Bassett  v.  SpofiEord,  Hoban,  240  III.  303,  88  N.  E.  806,  16 
45  N.  T.  387,  6  Am.  Rep.  101;  State  Ann.  Cas.  226,  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1132; 
V.  Roper,  14  N.  C.  473,  24  Am.  Dec.  Adams  v.  Com.,  153  Ky.  88, 154  S.  W. 
268;  Berry  v.  State,  31  Ohio  St.  219,  381,  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  637;  Wortbing- 
27  Am.  Rep.  506;  State  v.  Chambers,  ton  v.  State,  58  Md.  403,  42  Am.  Rep. 


Notes:  57  Am.  Dee.  271;  30  Am.  Bonding,  etc.,  Co.,  Ill  Md.  41,  73 


10.  State  V.  South,  28  N.  J.  L.  28,  State  v.  South,  28  N.  J.  L.  28,  75  Am. 

75  Am.  Dec.  250;  State  v.  Powell,  103  Dec.  250  and  note;  State  v.  Chambere,, 

N.  C.  424,  9  S.  E.  627, 14  A.  S.  R.  821,  22  W.  Va.  779,  46  Am.  Rep.  550. 

4  L.R.A.  291  and  note;  Berry  v.  State,  Note:  88  A.  S.  B.  561. 

31  Ohio  St.  219,  27  Am.  Rep.  506;  12.  See  BtFHGLABY,  vol.  4,  p.  414; 

Defrese  v.  State.  3  Heiak.  (Tenn.)  53,  Pihaot;  Robbert. 
8  Am.  Rep.  1;  Wilson  v.  State,  18  Tex. 


22  W.  Va.  779,  46  Am.  Rep.  550. 


338;  Canton  Nat.  Bank  v.  American 


Rep.  159. 


Atl.  684,  18  Ann.  Caa.  820  and  note; 
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treated  elsewhere  are  Uie  criminal  misappropriation  of  gooda  or  funds 
held  as  agent,  trustee,  etc,''  and  cheating.'* 

3.  Kinds  and  Degrees  of  Larceny. — ^At  the  common  law  larceny 
ia  distinguished  as  either  simple  larceny,  which  is  plain  liieft  unac- 
companied wiUi  any  other  atrodous  drcumstances;  or  mixed  or  com- 
pound larceny,  which  also  includes  in  it  the  aggravation  of  a  taking 
from  one's  house  or  person.  Simple  larceny  at  common  law  was  also 
divided  into  grand  larceny,  where  the  property  stolen  exceeded  in 
value  twelve  pence,  and  petit  larceny,  where  the  value  Vas  twelve 
pence  or  under,  but  both  were  felonies  and  were  distinguished  by  the 
punishments  inflicted,  that  of  grand  larceny  being  death,  and  of  petit 
larceny  whipping  or  some  corporal  punishmenf  In  distinguishing 
between  grand  and  petit  larceny  the  criterion  of  value  has  been  said 
to  be  the  price  which  the  subject  of  the  larceny  would  bring  in  open 
market.**  In  some  jurisdictions  the  measure  of  value  of  commercial 
paper  for  the  purpose  of  graduating  the  offense  of  larceny  is  prescribed 
by  statutes.  The  few  cases  presenting  the  question  in  other  Jurisdic- 
tions throw  very  little  light  on  the  question.'^  It  has  been  held  that 
the  value  of  a  check  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  degree  of 
the  crime  is  the  face  value  Oiereof.'^  On  the  other  hand  it  has 
been  held  that  its  value  is  purely  a  question  for  the  determination 
of  the  jury."  Where  there  is  one  continuing  transaction  so  that 
the  larceny,  although  consisting  of  the  taking  of  several  di£ferent 
articles,  may  be  considered  as  one  crime,  the  aggregate  value  of  the 
property  taken  is  to  be  used  in  determining  the  grade  of  the  offense ; 
but  if  several  distinct  larcenies  have  been  committed  from  different 
owners,  the  grade  of  the  offense  must  be  determined  by  the  value 
of  the  article  taken  by  a  distinct  larceny.*  In  some  jurisdictions 
the  distinction  between  grand  and  petit  larceny  has  been  abolished,' 
although  frequently  the  controlling  statute  makes  the  crime  of  steal- 
ing a  specific  article  a  felony  irrespective  of  its  value.' 

4.  Principals  and  Accessories. — The  mere  concurrence  of  the  minds 
of  persons  in  pursuance  of  a  previously  formed  design  to  commit 
theft  does  not*alone  constitute  them  principals.  To  constitute  a  prin- 
cipal in  crime  there  must  be  presence  or  participancy,  or  the  doing  of 

IS.  See  Ehbezzlxuent,  voL  9,  p.  73  Atl.  993,  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1063. 
12G2.  19.  Burrows  v.  State,  137  Md.  474, 

14.  See  Falsi  Pimtknsbs,  vol.  U,  37  N.  E.  271,  45  A.  S.  R.  210. 


15.  State  V.  Chambere,  22  W.  Va.  N.  E.  607,  113  A.  S.  R.  415,  6  Ann. 


16.  Woods  V.  People,  222  III.  293,  1.  State  v.  Maggard,  160  Mo.  469, 
78  N.  E.  607, 113  A.  S.  R.  415.  6  Ann.  61  S.  W.  184,  83  A.  S.  R,  484. 

Cas.  736,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  520;  State  v.  2.  State  v.  Gaston,  73  N.  C.  93,  2X 

Doepke,  68  Mo.  208,  30  Am.  Rep.  785.  Am.  Rep.  459. 

17.  Note:  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1064.  3.  Adams  v.  State,  60  Fla.  1,  53  So. 
t  18.  State  T.  McClelJan,  82  Vt.  361,  451,  Ana.  Cas.  1912B  1209. 


p.  825. 


20.  Woods  V.  People,  222  111.  293,  78 


779,  46  Am.  Rep.  550. 


Cas.  736,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  520  and  note. 
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some  act  at  the  time  of  the  commission  of  the  crime  in  fmiheranoe 
of  the  common  design.*  Thus  proof  that  safaaequently  and  without 
compUcily,  but  with  knowledge  that  the  property  was  stolen,  the 
defendant  aided  the  taker  to  dispose  of  it,  wiU  not  warrant  convic- 
tion as  a  principal.'  Likewise  if  property  was  taken  and  the  person 
charged  had  advised  or  had  performed  acts  of  an  accomplice  before- 
hand,  but  was  not  present  at  the  time,  he  is  not  guilty  as  a  prindpal.* 
But  it  has  been  held  that  one  may  he  a  principal  in  the  <^me  of 
larceny  although  Uie  crime  is  complete  as  to  others  when  he  receives 
from  those  others  stolen  property  and  carries  it  away.' 

5.  Attempts. — The  question  whether  an  attempt  has  been  made  to 
commit  a  crime  is  determinable  solely  by  the  condition  of  the  actor's 
mind  and  his  conduct  in  the  attempted  consummation  of  his  design. 
Whenever  the  animus  furandi  exists,  followed  by  acts  ^)parently 
affording  a  prospect  of  success  and  tending  to  render  Qie  commission 
of  the  crime  effectual,  an  attempt  has  been  committed.  Thus  to 
constitute  an  attempt  to  commit  larceny  from  the  person  tiiere  must 
be  some  one  from  whom  the  property  may  be  taken,  an  intent  to 
take  it  against  the  will  of  the  owner,  and  some  act  performed  tending 
to  accomplish  it;  and  when  these  things  concur  an  attempt  has  been 
committed  whether  property  could  in  fact  have  been  taken  or  not.* 
Attempts  to  commit  crime  have  been  discussed  generally  in  another 
place.' 

6.  Distinguished  fiom  Other  Crimes. — The  distinction  between  lar- 
ceny and  embezzlement  has  been  broken  down  in  many  jurisdictions 
by  statutes  which  classify  acts  constituting  embezzlement  as  well  as 
those  constituting  larceny  under  the  one  head  of  larceny.^^  However, 
in  some  jurisdictions  tlie  distinction  still  exists  although  the  two 
crimes  have  much  in  common.*'  In  every  larceny  there  must  be  a 
trespass  in  the  original  taking  of  the  property,  whereas  embezzle- 
ment is  the  fraudulent  and  felonious  appropriation  of  another's  prop- 
erty by  a  person  to  whom  its  possession  has  been  intrusted,  or  into 
whose  hands  its  possession  has  lawfully  come."   The  main  difficulty 

4.  See  Accessories,  voL  1,  p.  139.  Pitanogle  v^  Com.,  91  Va.  808,  22  S. 

5.  Boyd  V.  State,  24  Tex.  App.  570,  E.  351,  50  A.  S.  R.  867. 
6  S.  W.  853,  5  A.  S.  E.  908.  Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  583. 

6.  McAlester  v.  State,  45  Tex.  Crim.  See  Eubbzzlkment,  vol.  9,  p.  1266. 
258,  76  S.  W.  760, 108  A.  S.  B.  958.  11.  State  v.  Casey,  207  Mo.  1,  105 

7.  Conner  v.  State,  26  Gs.  615,  71  S.  W.  645,  123  A.  S.  B.  367, 13  Ann. 
Am.  Dec.  184  and  note.  Cas.  878. 

8.  People  V.  Moran,  123  N.  Y.  254,  12.  Colip  v.  State,  163  Ind.  584,  65 
25  N.  E.  412,  20  A.  B.  R.  732  and  note,  N.  E.  739,  74  A.  S.  R.  322  and  note; 
10  LJI.A.  109.  State  v.  Casey,  207  Mo.  1,  105  S.  W. 


9.  See  CaiKlNAL  Z^w,  vol.  8,  p.  276.  878;  Aabel  v.  State,  86  Neb.  711,  126 

10.  Colip  v.  State,  153  Ind.  584,  55  N.  W.  316, 136  A.  S.  R.  719. 
N.  E.  739,  74  A.  S.  B.  322  and  note; 


Note:  41  Am.  Rep.  492. 


645,  123  A.  S.  R.  367,  13  Ann.  Cas. 
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in  distinguishing  between  larceny  and  embezzlement  lies  in  deter- 
mining in  a  particular  case  whether  tiiere  was  a  trespass  in  the  original 
taking  which  is  a  wrong  to  the  po^essiou.^'  The  distinction  between 
larceny  and  false  pretenses  is  a  very  nice  one  in  many  instances. 
In  some  of  the  old  English  cases  the  difference  is  more  artificial 
than  real,  and  rests  purely  on  technical  grounds.  Mudi  of  this 
nicety  is  doubtless  owing  to  the  fact  that  at  the  time  many  of  the 
cases  were  decided  larc^y  was  a  capital  felony  in  England,  and 
the  judges  naturally  leaned  to  a  merciful  interpretation  of  the  law 
out  of  a  tender  regard  for  human  life.  The  correct  distinction  in 
cases  of  this  kind  seems  to  be,  that  if  by  means  of  any  trick  or 
ariifice  the  owner  of  property  is  induced  to  part  wiih  the  possession 
only,  still  meaning  to  retain  the  right  of  property,  the  taking  by  such 
means  will  amount  to  larceny ;  but  if  the  owner  part  with  not  only 
the  possession  of  the  goods  but  the  right  of  property  in  them  also, 
the  offense  of  the  party  obtaining  them  will  not  be  larceny,  but  the 
offense  of  obtaining  goods  by  false  pretenses.'^  A  test  for  distin- 
guishing, in  a  given  instance,  between  larceny  and  obtaining  prop- 
erty, other  than  money,  by  false  pretenses  is  whether  the  offender 
could  confer  a  good  title  on  another  by  the  sale  and  delivery  of  the 
property.  If  he  could  the  crime  is  obtaining  prop«ty  by  false  pre- 
tenses. If  he  could  not  the  crime  is  larceny.**  All  distinction  be- 
tween the  two  crimes  of  obtaining  property  by  false  pretenses  and 
larceny  has  been  abolished  in  some  jurisdictions.'*  The  distinction 
between  robbery  and  larceny  lies  in  the  fact  that  robbery,  which  is 
an  aggravated  larcray,  is  committed  by  unlawfully  and  feloniously 
taking  property  from  the  person  or  presence  of  another  by  force  or 
violence  or  fear  of  injury,  while  in  larceny  these  elements  are  lack- 
ing.*'  And  in  larceny  it  is  not  essential  that  the  property  be  taken 
from  the  person  or  presence  of  another.  But  a  cxime  may  be  lar- 
ceny notwitbstanding  force  is  used  to  take  pn^rty  from  the  person 

18.  Holbrook  v.  State,  107  Ala.  154,  Y.  90,  46  Am.  Rep.  126;  State  v.  Ryan, 

18  So.  109,  54  A.  S.  R.  65:  Com.  v.  47  Ore.  338,  82  Pac.  703,  1  L.R.A. 

Ryan,  155  Mass.  523,  30  N.  E.  364,  31  (N.S.)  862  and  note;  Com.  v.  Eichel- 

A.  S.  R.  560,  15  L.R.A.  317.  berger,  119  Pa.  St.  254,  13  Atl.  422,  4 

Notes:  98  Am.  Dee.  126;  88  A.  S.  B.  A.  S.  R.  642;  Robinson  v.  State,  1 

575.  Cold.  (Tcnn.)  120,  78  Am.  Dee.  4817. 

See  infra,  par.  44  et  seq.  Notes:  57  Ara.  Dec.  278  ;  25  A.  S. 

14.  People  V.  Rae,  66  Cal.  423,  6  R.  391;  88  A.  S.  R.  571. 

Pac.  1,  56  Am.  Rep.  102;  AMrich  v.  See  also  Falsk  Pr&tbnses,  vol.  11, 

People,  224  HI.  622,  79  N.  E.  964,  115  p.  828. 

A.  S.  R.  166,  8  Ann.  Cas.  284, 7  L.R.A.  15.  Zink  v.  People,  77  N.  Y.  114,  33 

(N.S.)  1149;  State  v.  Dobbins,  152  Am.  Rep.  589. 

la.  632,  132  N.  W.  805,  42  L.R.A.  16.  Zink  v.  People,  77  N.  Y.  114,  33 

(N.S.)  735;  State  v.  Buck,  186  Mo.  15,  Am.  Rep.  589. 

84  S.  W.  951,  2  Ann.  Cas.  1007  and  17.  State  v.  Parker,  262  Mo.  169, 

note:  Zink  v.  People,  77  N.  Y.  114,  33  170  S.  W.  1121,  L.R.A.1915C  121.  See 

Am.  Rep.  589;  Thome  t.  Torek,  94  N.  Robbery. 
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of  another.  It  is  larceny  and  not  robbery  to  pick  another'a  pocket> 
where  the  only  force  used  is  that  necessary  to  lift  and  remove  the 
thing  from  the  pocket^* 

n.  Essential  Euembnts 

Taking 

7.  In  General. — To  take  signifies  to  lay  hold  of,  to  seize  or  grasp  in 
some  manner.^*  And  in  larceny  there  must  be  such  a  taking  that 
the  accused  will  acquire  dominion  over  the  property.**   While  the 

severance  of  the  possession  of  the  owner,  and  the  actual  possession 
of  the  wrongdoer,  may  be  but  for  a  moment,  and  while  the  length  of 
time  they  continue  is  not  important,  still  as  appreciable  facts  they 
must  exist.^  Hence  if  one  intending  to  steal  property  abandon  the 
enterprise  before  having  acquired  dominion  of  the  property,  he  is 
not  guilty  of  the  offense  of  larceny,  though  he  may  be  convicted 
of  an  attempt  to  commit  it.*  The  taking  may  be  constructive,  how- 
ever,* as  where  the  possession  is  obtained  by  fraud,  trick  or  deception.* 

8.  Lucri  Causa. — There  is  some  authority,  especially  among  the 
earlier  decisions,  to  the  effect  that  the  taking  must  have  been  lucri 
causa,  that  is,  for  the  sake  of  gain  or  pecuniary  advantage  to  the 
taker.*  This  doctrine  is  illustrated  where  a  person  was  indicted  for 
the  larceny  of  a  slave,  it  being  held  that  the  indictment  could  not 
be  supported  by  proof  Uiat  defendant  took  the  slave  from  the  poeaes- 

18.  Adams  v.  Com.,  153  Ky.  88,  154  717;  State  v.  Chambers,  22  W,  Va. 
S.  W.  381,  44  L.R^.(N.S.)  637.  779,  46  Am.  Rep.  550. 

19.  State  T.  Chambers,  22  W.  Vs.  Notes:  57  Am.  Dec.  271;  11  A.  S. 
779,  46  Am.  Rep.  550.  B.  19 ;  88  A.  8.  R.  661,  565. 

Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  56L  1.  Molton  v.  State,  105  Ala.  18,  16 

20.  Edmonds  v.  State,  70  Ala.  8,  45  So.  705,  53  A.  S.  R.  97  and  note; 
Am.  Rep.  67  and  note;  Frasier  v.  Com.  v.  Luekis,  99  Mass.  431,  96  Am. 
State,  85  Ala.  17,  4  So.  691,  7  A.  S.  Dee.  769  and  note;  Harrison  v.  People, 
R.  21  and  note;  Thompson  v.  State,  94  50  N.  Y.  518,  10  Am.  Rep.  617. 
Ala.  635,  10  So.  520,  33  A.  S.  R.  145  2.  Edmonds  v.  State,  70  Ala.  8,  45 
and  note;  Molton  v.  State,  105  Ala.  Am.  Rep.  67  and  note. 

18,  16  So.  795,  53  A.  S.  R.  97  and  Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  584. 

note;  Adams  v.  Com.,  153  Ky.  88,  154  3.  Frazier  v.  State,  85  Ala.  17,  4 

S.  W.  381,  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  «37;  Can-  So.  691,  7  A.  S.  R.  21  and  note. 

ton  Nat.  Bank  v.  American  Bonding,  Notes:  11  A.  S.  B.  19;  88  A.  S.  B. 

etc.,  Co.,  Ill  Md.  41,  73  Atl.  684,  18  561. 

Ann.  Cas.  820;  McDaniel  v.  State,  8  4.  Frazier  v.  State,  85  Ala.  17,  4 

Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  401,  47  Am.  So.  691,  7  A.  S.  R.  21  and  note. 

Dee.  93  and  note;  People  v.  Call,  1  Note:  57  Am.  Dee.  271. 

Denio  (N.  Y.)  120,  43  Am.  Dec.  655  5.  State  v.  Hawkins,  8  Port.  (Ala.) 

and  note;   People  v.   Anderson,  14  461,  33  Am.  Dec.  294  and  note;  Wil- 

Johns.  (N.  Y.)  294,  7  Am.  Dec.  462;  son  v.  State,  18  Tex.  App.  270,  51 

State  V.  Roper,  14  N.  C.  473,  24  Am.  Am.  Rep.  309  and  note. 

Dec  268;  Harris  v.  State,  29  Tex.  Notes:  57  Anu  Dec.  274;  88  A.  S. 

App.  101,  14  S.  W.  390,  25  A.  S.  B.  B.  605;  IB  Ann.  Cas.  824. 
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sion  of  his  master  wil^  tii«  intention  of  enabling  him  to  obtain 
his  freedom  by  sending  him  to  a  free  state.*  This  view,  however, 
has  not  been  uniformly  favored  by  the  courts,  and  according  to  the 
weight  of  the  modem  decisions  the  element  of  personal  gain  to  the 
taker  or  to  some  third  peison  is  not  essential,  it  being  r^arded  as 
sufficient  if  there  is  an  intention  permanently  to  deprive  the  owner 
of  his  property,'  as  where  it  is  taken  with  the  intent  to  injure  or 
destroy  it.*  Thus  one  who  takes  property  and  destroys  it  for  the 
purpose  of  concealing  the  evidence  of  some  other  offense  may  be 
guilty  of  tile  offense  of  larceny.*  But  the  element  of  personal  gain 
is  sometimes  eliminated  by  statute,  as  where  the  offense  is  defined 
as  a  taking  of  property  by  the  defendant  "with  the  intmt  to  appro- 
priate the  same  to  his  own  use  and  benefit" 

9.  Trespass. — ^It  is  essential  that  there  should  be  a  trespass  to  the 
possession  of  the  owner.  Without  this  trespass  there  can  be  no  lar- 
ceny; and  there  can  be  no  trespass  unless  the  property  was  in  the 
possession  of  tlxe  one  from  whom  it  is  charged  to  have  been  stolen.^* 
But  the  owner  need  not  have  the  actual  physical  possession  of  the 
property.  If  he  has  the  constructive  possession  at  the  time  of  the 
taking,  the  taking  against  his  will  constitutes  a  trespass  to  that  pos- 
session.'* In  cases  where  the  owner  parts  with  his  property  volunta- 
nly  and  with  knowledge  that  the  taker  intends  to  appropriate  it  to 
his  own  use  there  is  no  trespass  to  the  possession  and  no  larceny.'* 

6.  State  v.  Hawkins,  8  Port.  (Ala.)  State  v.  Farrington,  59  Minn.  147,  60 
461,  33  Am.  Dec.  294  and  note.  N.  W.  1088,  28  L.R.A.  395;  State  v. 

7.  Canton  Nat  Bank  v.  American  Casey,  207  Mo.  1,  105  S.  W.  645,  123 
Bonding,  etc.,  Co.,  Ill  Md.  41,  73  A.  S.  R.  367, 13  Ann.  Cas.  878;  People 
Atl.  684,  18  Ann.  Cas.  820  and  note;  v.  Anderson,  14  Johns.  (N.  T.)  294, 
Delk  V.  State,  64  Miss.  77,  1  So.  9,  60  7  Am.  Dec.  462;  State  v.  Roper,  14 
Am.  Rep.  46;  State  v.  Ryan,  12  Nev.  N.  C.  473,  24  Am.  Dec.  268;  Pritchett 
401,  28  Am.  Rep.  802;  State  v.  Davis,  v.  State,  2  Sneed  (Tenn.)  286,  62  Am. 
38  N.  J.  L.  176,  20  Am.  Rep.  367;  Dec.  468;  Wright  v.  State,  5  Yerg. 
Dignowitty  v.  State,  17  Tex.  521,  67  (Tenn.)  154,  26  Am.  Dec.  258  and 
Am.  Dec.  670.  note;  Topolewski  v.  State,  130  Wis. 

Notes:  57  Am.  Dec.  274  ;  88  A.  S.  244,  109  N.  W.  1037,  118  A.  S.  R. 
R.  605;  18  Ann.  Cas.  824.  1019,  10  Ann.  Caa.  637  and  note,  7 

8.  Delk  v.  State,  64  Miss.  77,  1  So.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  756. 

9,  60  Am.  Rep.  46.  Note:  88  A.  S.  B.  566. 

Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  608.*          .  12.  People  v.  Hoban,  240  lU.  303, 

9.  Stegall  T.  State,  32  Tex.  Crim.  88  N.  E.  806,  16  Ann.  Cas.  226,  22 
100,  22  S.  W.  146,  40  A.  S.  R.  761  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1132. 

and  note.  13.  Note :  88  A.  S.  R.  666. 

10.  Miller  ▼.  Oklahoma,  149  Fed.  14.  Topolewski  v.  State,  130  Wis. 
330,  79  C.  C.  A.  268,  9  Ann.  Cas.  389.  244,  109  N.  W.  1037,  118  A.  S.  R. 

11.  Edmonds  v.  State,  70  Ala.  8,  45  1019,  10  Ann.  Cas.  627  and  note,  7 
Am.  Rep.  67  and  note;  Holbrook  v.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  756. 

State,  107  Ala.  164,  18  So.  109,  64  As  to  the  necessity  that  property  be 
A.  S.  R.  65;  Canton  Nat.  Bank  v.  taken  against  the  will  of  the  owner, 
American  Bonding,  etc.,  Co.^  Ill  Md.  see  infra,  par.  12.  As  to  consent  as  a 
41,  73  Atl.  684,  18  Ann.  Gas.  820;  defense,  see  infra,  par.  55. 
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The  necessity  for  a  trespass  in  larceny  makes  the  principal  distinc- 
tion between  that  crime  and  the  crime  of  embrazlement.^' 

10.  Open  or  Secret  TaJdng. — In  most  cases  the  taking  is  done 
senretly  or  stealthily,  but  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  act  be  thus  com- 
mitted to  constitute  the  crime,  for  if  the  offender  unlawfully  takes 
the  property  of  another  with  title  intent  to  appropriate  it  to  his  own 
use,  larceny  has  been  committed  notwithstanding  the  act  may  have 
bera  done  openly  and  even  with  the  knowledge  of  the  owner.'*  It 
is  sometimes  provided  by  statute  that  in  order  to  constitute  the  crime 
of  theft  from  the  person  the  property  must  be  privately  taken.  Such 
a  statute  has  been  held  to  refer  to  the  manner  of  taking  from  the 
person,  and  not  to  the  place  at  which  the  property  was  taken.  Hence, 
such  offense  may  be  committed  in  a  public  place  by  snatching  prop- 
erty,  sucli  as  money,  from  the  hands  of  the  owner,  without  his  con- 
sent, and  with  intent  to  deprive  him  of  its  value,  and  so  suddenly 
as  not  to  allow  him  time  for  resistance.^' 

11.  Actual  Taking  by  Accused.- — The  taking  need  not  be  by  the 
hand  of  the  accused ;  if  he  procure  a  person  innocent  of  any  felonious 
mtent  to  take  the  goods  for  him,  his  offense  will  be  the  same  as  if 
he  had  taken  the  goods  bimself.^^  Thus  if  a  man  incites  an  insane 
person  or  a  child  or  an  innocent  agent  to  commit  a  larceny  in  his 
absence,  he  is  liable  to  the  same  extent  as  if  persqpaliy  present  at 
the  commission  of  the  crime;  and  this  is  so  even  if  he  was  all  the 
time  in  another  jurisdiction.  Likewise  one  who  proposes  a  scheme, 
and  puts  in  motion  the  forces  by  which  court  records  are  removed 
from  the  files  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  them,  is  guilty  as  prin- 
cipal throughout  the  transaction,  although  the  papers  are  actually 
removed  by  the  district  attorney  under  permission  of  a  judge  of  the 
court,  and  placed  in  the  custody  of  a  public  officer  for  delivery  to 
the  one  who  wislies  them.'**  In  some  jurisdictions  it  is  not  neces- 
sary that  the  offender  should  actually  take  the  property  into  his 
physical  possession.^   Where  this  rule  prevails,  if  the  thief  has  the 

15.  See  Bupra,  par.  6.  v.  State,  55  Tex.  Crim.  481, 117  S.  W. 

16.  Notes:  57  Am.  Dec.  271;  88  A.  798,  131  A.  S.  B.  824. 


17.  Clemmons  Y.   State,  39  Tex.  (N.S.)  39. 
Crim.  279,  46  S.  W.  911,  73  A.  S.  R.     19.  Com.  v.  White,  123  Mass.  430, 


18.  Aldrieh  v.  People,  224  HL  622,  20.  People  v.  Mills,  178  N.  Y.  274, 

79  N.  E.  964, 115  A.  S.  R.  166,  8  Ann.  70  N.  E.  V86,  67  L.R.A.  131. 

Cas.  284  and  note,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1.  Do83  v.  State,  21  Tex.  App.  505, 

1149;  Canton  Nat  Bank  v.  American  2  S.  W.  814,  57  Am.  Rep.  618;  Harris 

Boning,  etc.,  Co.,  Ill  Md.  41,  73  v.  State,  29  Tex.  App.  101,  14  S.  W. 

Atl.  684,  18  Ann.  Cae.  820;  Com.  v.  390,  25  A.  S.  R.  717;  Farris  v.  State, 

White,  123  Mass.  430,  25  Am.  Rep.  55  Tex.  Crim.  481, 117  S.  W.  798,  131 

U6;  Doss  V.  State,  21  Tex.  App.  505,  A.  S.  R.  824. 

2  S.  W.  814,  67  Am.  Rep.  618;  Farris  Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  561,  564,  565. 
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property  under  his  control,  with  power  to  take  it  into  his  actual 
manual  possession,  there  is  a  suificieDt  taking.' 

12.  Against  Will  of  Owner. — The  crime  always  includes  the  taking 
and  converaon  of  property  without  consent  of  the  owner.  It  involves 
a  trespass,  and  there  can  be  no  larceny  where  there  is  a  consent  to 
the  taking  of  the  property  with  the  intention  that  the  possession  and 
title  shall  pass.  Where  the  owner  voluntarily  parts  with  tiie  pos- 
session and  title,  the  crime  of  larceny  is  not  committed.*  And  it  is 
well  settled  that  where  one  comes  lawfully  into  possession  of  the 
goods  of  another,  with  his  consent,  a  subsequent  felonious  conversion 
of  them  to  his  own  use  without  the  owner's  consent  does  not  constitute 
larceny,  because  the  felonious  intent  is  wanting  at  the  time  of  tl)e 
taking.*  However,  mere  consent  not  known  to  the  offender  will  not 
necessarily  prevent  an  act  from  being  larceny.*  The  consent  neces- 
sary to  prevent  the  act  of  taking  from  being  larceny  must  have  been 
given  by  the  owner  or  by  some  person  having  authority  from  the 
owner.*  Thus  one  may  be  convicted  of  the  theft  of  community 
property,  notwitiistanding  it  was  given  into  his  possessdon  by  a  wife, 
who  consented  to  have  it  taken  with  the  felonious  intention  of  depriv- 
ing her  husband  of  it.'  And  the  person  in  possession  of  the  prop- 
erty either  as  owner  or  otherwise  must  be  legally  capable  of  giving 
consent  or  the  law  will  presume  nonconsent  Hence  it  seems  clear, 
on  principle,  that  if  property  is  obtained  from  an  infant  or  an  insane 

2.  Harris  v.  State,  29  Tex.  App.  lewski  v.  State,  130  Wis.  244,  109  N. 
101,  14  S.  W.  390,  25  A.  S.  E.  717.    W.  1037,  118  A.  S.  E.  1019,  10  Ann. 

Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  565.  Cas.  627  and  note,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

3.  Connor  v.  People,  18  Colo.  373,  756. 

33  Pac.  159,  36  A.  S.  R.  295,  25  L.R.A.  Notes:  91  Am.  Dec.  483  ;  9  A.  S.  R. 

341;  Lowe  v.  State,  44  Pla.  449,  32  241;  88  A.  S.  R.  597  ;  28  L.BA.(N.S.) 

So.  956,  103  A.  S.  R.  171;  Love  v.  536. 

People,  160  III.  501,  43  N.  E.  710,  32  See  Criminal  Law,  voL  8,  p.  127. 

L.R.A.  139;  Steward  v.  People,  173  4.  Smith  v.  Com.,  96  Ky.  85,  27  S. 

III.  464,  50  N.  E.  1056,  64  A.  S.  R.  W.  852,  49  A.  S.  R.  287  and  note; 

133  and  note;  Aldrieh  v.  People,  224  State  v.  Coombs,  55  Me.  477,  92  Am. 

111.  622,  79  N.  E.  964,  115  A.  S.  R.  Dec.  610  and  note. 

166,  8  Ann.  Cas.  284,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  568,  597. 

1149;  Stata  v.  Dobbins,  152  la.  632,  As  to  affect  of  acquiring  possesion 

132  N.  W.  805,  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  735;  of  property  by  fraud,  see  infra,  par. 

Smith  V.  Com.,  96  Ky.  85,  27  S.  W.  14. 

852,  49  A.  S.  R.  287;  Canton  Nat.  6.  See  infra,  par.  55. 

Bank  v.  Ameriean  Bonding,  etc.,  Co.,  6.  People  v.  Swalm,  80  Cal.  46,  22 

111  Md.  41,  73  Atl.  684,  18  Ann.  Cas.  Pac.  67,  13  A.  S.  R.  96;  Aldrieh  v. 

820;  Hildebrand  v.  People,  56  N.  Y.  People,  224  III.  622,  79  N.  E.  964,  115 

394,  15  Am.  Rep.  435;  State  v.  Ruf-  A.  S.  R.  166,  8  Ann.  Caa.  284,  7  L.R.A. 

fin,  164  N.  C.  416,  79  S.  E.  417,  47  (N.S.)  1149. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  852;  State  v.  Hull,  33  Note:  88  A.  S.  B.  597. 

Ore.  56,  54  Pac.  159,  72  A.  S.  R.  694  7.  People  v.  Swalm,  80  CaL  46,  22 

and  note;  Wright  v.  State,  6  Terg.  Pac.  67,  13  A.  S.  R.  96. 
(Teon.)  164,  26  Am.  Dec.  258;  Topo- 
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person,  who  is  legally  disqualified  from  giving  consent,  with  the 
felonious  intent  to  steal  the  same,  auoh  c(msent  could  not  be  availed 
of  as  a  defense  to  a  charge  of  larceny.  The  same  principle  applies 
to  bailees,  whose  interest  in  the  property  is  known  to  ike  alleged 
thief.*  Thus  a  district  attorney,  even  when  acting  by  permission 
of  a  judge  of  the  court,  has  no  authority  to  consent  to  the  removal 
of  indictments  from  the  court  records,  so  as  to  relieve  one  who  removes 
them  with  his  consent  with  intent  to  destroy  them  from  liability 
to  prosecution  under  the  provisions  of  the  statute  which  make  their 
wilful  and  unlawful  removal  criminal,  and  their  unlawful  appro- 
priation grand  larceny.'  Unless  nonconsent  is  provoi  it  cannot  be 
inferred  that  larceny  has  been  committed.^' 

13.  Possession  Obtained  by  Fraud. — Although  the  rule  is  that  there 
must  be  a  taking  against  the  will  of  the  owner  or  a  trespass  to  the 
possesdon,  still  ah  actual  trespass  is  not  necessary.**  If  a  person, 
with  a  preconceived  design  to  appropriate  property  to  his  own  use, 
obtains  possession  of  it  by  mrains  of  fraud  or  trickery,  the  taking 
under  such  circumstances  amounts  to  larceny because  in  such  cases 

8.  Aldrich  V.  People,  224  lU.  622,  N.  E.  1012,  119  A.  S.  R.  501;  State 
79  N.  E.  964,  115  A.  S.  R.  166,  8  v.  HaU,  76  la.  85,  40  N.  W.  107,  14 
Ann.  Cas.  284,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1149.  A.  S.  R.  204  and  note;  Morton  v. 

9.  People  V.  Mills,  178  N.  Y.  274,  Com.,  159  Ky.  231,  166  S.  W.  974,  52 
70  N.  E.  786,  67  L.R.A.  131,  L.R.A.{N.S.)  1222  and  note;  State  v. 

10.  Garcia  v.  State,  26  Tex.  209,  82  Coombs,  55  Me.  477,  92  Am.  Dee.  610; 
Am.  Dee.  605  and  note.  Com.  v.  Wilde,  5  Gray  (Mass.)  83,  66 

11.  Vought  V.  State,  135  Wis.  6,  Am.  Dec.  350  and  note;  Com.  v.  Lan- 
U4  N.  W.  518,  646,  128  A.  S.  R.  1008,  nan,  153  Mass.  287,  26  N.  E.  858,  25 
32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  234.  A.  S.  R.  629  and  note,  11  L.R.A.  450; 

Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  569.  Com.  v.  Flynn,  167  Mass.  460,  45  N. 

12.  Prazier  v.  State,  85  Ala.  17,  4  E.  924,  57  A.  S.  R.  472  and  rote; 
•So.  691,  7  A.  S.  R.  21  and  note;  People  v.  Sliaw,  57  Mich.  403,  24  N. 

People  T.  Rae,  66  Cal.  423,  6  Pac.  W.  121,  58  Am.  Rfep.  372;  Delk  v, 

1,  56  Am.  Rep.  102;  State  v.  Kalla-  State,  64  Miss.  77,  1  So,  9,  60  Am. 

her,  70  Conn.  398,  39  Atl.  606,  66  Rep.  46;  State  v.  Buck,  186  Mo.  15, 

A.   S.   R.   116  and   note;   State  v.  84  S.  W.  951,  2  Ann.  Cas.  1007  and 

Levine,  79  Conn.  714,  66  Atl.  529,  10  note;  Bassett  v.  SpofEord,  45  N.  Y. 

L.R.A.{N.S.)  286;  Harris  v.  State,  81  387,  6  Am.  Rep.  101;  Smith  v.  People, 

Ga.  758,  7  S.  E.  689,  12  A.  S.  R.  355  53  N.  Y.  Ill,  13  Am.  Rep.  474;  Loom- 

and  note;  Slaughter  v.  State,  113  Ga.  is  v.  People,  67  N.  Y.  322,  23  Am.  Kep. 

284,  38  S.  E.  854,  84  A.  S.  R.  242  and  123;  Shipply  v.  People,  86  N.  Y.  3;;'>, 

QOte;  Do8S  v.  People,  158  111.  G(iO,  41  40  Am.  Rep.  551;  Soltau  v.  Gerdau, 

N.  E.  1093,  49  A.  S.  R.  180;  Luddy  119  N.  Y.  380,  23  N.  E.  864,  16  A.  S. 

V.  People,  219  111.  413,  76  N.  E.  581,  R.  843;  People  v.  MiUer,  169  N.  Y. 

3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  508  and  note;  Huber  339,  62  N.  E.  418,  88  A.  S.  R.  546 

v.  State,  57  Ind.  341,  26  Am.  Rep.  and  note;  State  v.  Farrow,  61  N.  C. 

57;  Grunson  v.  State,  89  Ind.  533,  41!  161,  93  Am.  Dec.  585;  State  v.  Euf- 

Am.  Rep.  178;  Beasley  v.  State,  138  fin,  164  N.  C.  416,  79  S.  E.  417,  47 

Ind.  552,  38  N.  E.  35,  46  A.  S.  R.  418  L.R.A.{N.S.)  852;  State  v.  Ryan,  47 

and  note;  Williams  v.  State,  165  Ind.  Ore.  338,  82  Pac.  703,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

472,  75  N.  E.  875,  2  L.R.A.(N.S.)  862  and  note;  Com.  v.  Eichelbergor, 

248;  Towns  v.  State,  167  Ind.  315,  78  119  Pa.  St.  254,  13  AU.  422,  4  A.  S. 
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the  fraud  vitiates  the  transaction,  and  tiie  owner  is  still  deemed  to 
retain  a  constructive  possession  of  the  property,  and  the  conversion 
of  it  is  a  sufficient  trespa^,*'  or,  as  is  sometimes  said,  the  fraud  or 
trick  practiced  on  the  owner  is  equivalent  to  a  trespass.^* 

14.  Title  Obtained  by  Fraud.— It  is  an  establii^ed  rule  of  the  com- 
mon law  that  if  the  owner  of  goods  allied  to  have  been  stolen  vol- 
untarily parts  with  both  the  possession  and  the  title,  to  the  alleged 
thief,  not  expecting  the  goods  to  be  returned  to  him  or  to  be  disposed 
of  in  accordance  with  his  directions,  then  neither  the  taking  nor  the 
conversion  mnounts  to  larceny/*  for  in  such  a  case  there  is  an  absence 
of  the  necessary  trespass  in  the  taking/*  This  rule  applies  even 
where  the  owner  is  induced  to  part  with  the  title  through  the  fraud 
and  misrepresentation  of  the  alleged  thief.^'  In  such  cases  the  crime 
committed  may  be  obtaining  property  by  false  pretenses.**  There 


B.  642;  Dignowitty  v.  State,  17  Tes.  Note:  88  A.  8.  R.  571. 

521,  67  Am.  Dec.  670;  Hawkins  v.  See  supra,  par.  9. 

State,  58  Tex.  Crim.  407,  126  S.  W.  17.  People  v.  Rae,  66  Cal.  423,  6 

268,  137  A.  S.  R.  970;  Blunt  v.  Com.,  Pac.  1,  56  Am*.  Rep.  102;  Harris  v. 

4  Leigh  (Va.)  689,  26  Am.  Dec  341  State,  81  Ga.  758,  7  S.  E.  689,  12  A. 

and  note;  State  v.  Kube,  20  Wis.  217,  S.  R.  355  and  note;  Steward  t.  People, 

91  Am.  Dec.  390;  Vought  v.  State,  135  173  III.  464,  50  N.  E.  1056,  64  A.  S. 

Wis.  6,  114  N.  W.  518,  646,  128  A.  R.  133  and  note;  Aldrich  v.  People, 

S.  R.  1008,  32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  234;  Rex  224  111.  622,  79  N.  E.  964,  115  A.  S. 

V.  TidesweU,  [1905]  2  K.  B.  273,  74  R.  166,  8  Ann.  Cas.  284,  7  L.R.A. 

L.  J.  K,  B.  725,  69  J.  P.  318,  93  L.  (N.S.)  1149;  Williams  v.  State,  165 

T.  N.  S.  m,  21  Times  L.  Rep.  531,  21  Ind.  472,  75  N.  E.  875,  2  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

Cox  G.  C.  10, 1  British  RuL  Gas.  997  248;  Morton  v.  Com.,  159  Ey.  231, 

and  note.  166  S.  W.  §74,  52  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1222 

Notes:  57  Am.  Dee.  278  ;  25  A.  S.  and  note;  Com.  v.  Altbause,  207  Mass. 

B.  391;  88  A.  S.  B.  569;  131  A.  S.  R.  32,  93  K.  £.  202,  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  999; 

826  ;  8  Ann.  Gas.  289.  Smith  v.  People,  53  N.  Y.  Ill,  13  Am. 

15.  Frazier  v.  -State,  85  Ala.  17,  4  Rep.  474;  Loomis  v.  People,  67  N.  T.* 
So.  691,  7  A.  S.  R.  21;  Omnson  t.  322,  23  Am.  Rep.  123;  Zink  v.  People, 
State,  89  Ind.  533,  46  Am.  Rep.  178;  77  N.  T.  114,  33  Am.  Rep.  589; 
Com.  T.  Lannan,  153  Mass.  287,  26  N.  Thome  v.  Turek,  94  N.  Y.  90,  46  Am. 
E.  858,  25  A.  S.  R.  629,  11  LJI.A.  Rep.  126;  People  v.  TompkSns,  186  N. 
460;  Defrese  v.  State,  3  Heisk.  (Tenn.)  Y.  413,  79  N.  E.  326,  12  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
63,  8  Am.  Rep.  1.  1081;  Stete  v.  Ryan,  47  Ore.  338,  82 

Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  569.  Pae.  703,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  862  and 

14.  Com.  v.  Flynn,  167  Mass.  460,  note;  Com.  v.  Eichelberger,  119  Pa. 

45  N.  E.  924,  57  A.  S.R.  472  and  note;  St.  254,  13  Atl  422,  4  A.  S.  R.  642 

People  v.  Shaw,  57  Mich.  403,  24  N.  and  note;  State  v.  Williams,  68  W. 

W.  121,  68  Am.  Rep.  372.  Va.  86,  69  S.  E.  474,  32  LJl.A.(N.S.) 

Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  569.  420  and  note;  State  v.  Kobe,  20  Wis. 

16.  Aldrich  v.  People,  224  lU.  622,  217,  91  Am.  Dec.  390. 

79  N.  E.  964, 116  A.  S.  R.  166,  8  Ann.  Notes:  67  Am.  Dec.  278,  279  ;  25  A. 

Cas.    284,    7    L.R.A.(N.S.)    1149;  S.  R.  391;  88  A.  S.  B.  571,  573. 

Thome  v.  Turck,  94  N.  Y.  90,  46  Am.  18.  Steward  v.  People,  173  ni.  464, 

Rep.  126.  60  N.  £.  1056,  64  A.  S.  R.  133;  Com. 

16.  Steward  v.  People,  173  III  464,  v.  Wilde,  5  Gray  (Mass.)  83,  66  Am. 

SO  N.  E.  1056,  64  A.  S.  R.  13a  Dec  350;  SUte  v.  Buck,  186  Mo.  15, 
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ia,  to  be  sure,  a  narrow  margin  between  a  case  of  larceny  and  one 
where  the  property  has  been  obtained  by  falae  pretenses.  The  dis- 
tinction is  a  very  nice  one»  bat  still  very  important  The  character 
of  the  crime  depends  on  the  intention  of  the  parties.  The  intention 
of  the  owner  to  part  with  his  property  is  the  gist  and  essence  of  the 
offense  of  larceny,  and  ihe  vital  point  on  which  the  crime  hinges, 
and  is  to  be  determined.^* 

15.  Possession  Obtained  for  Particular  Purpose. — felonious  tak- 
ing is  necessary  and,  generally  speaking,  a  taking  which  is  accom- 
plished with  the  consent  or  acquiescence  of  the  owner  of  the  property 
is  not  felonious,**  but  if  the  owner  of  goods  parts  with  the  possession 
for  a  particular  purpose,  and  the  person  who  receives  the  possession 
avowedly  for  that  purpose  has  a  fraudulent  intention  to  make  use 
of  it  as  the  means  of  converting  the  goods  to  his  own  use,  and  does 
so  convert  them,  this  is  larceny,^  for  in  such  case  the  fraud  sup- 
plies the  place  of  the  trespass  in  the  taking,*  or  as  otherwise  stated 
the  subsequent  felonious  conversion  of  the  property  by  the  alleged 
thief  will  relate  back  and  make  the  taking  and  conversion  larceny.' 
And  it  has  been  said  that  the  act  goes  farther  than  the  consent, 
and  may  be  fairly  said  to  be  against  it*  If  money  is  given  to  a 
person  to  be  appUed  to  a  particular  purpose,  it  is  larceny  for  the 
receiver  to  appropriate  it  to  his  own  use  which  was  not  the  pur- 

84  S.  W.  951,  2  Ann.  Cas.  1007  and  Althauae,  207  Kass.  32,  93  N.  E.  202, 

note.  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  999  and  note;  Smith 

Notea:  57  Am.  Dec  278;  88  A.  S.  v.  People,  53  N.  Y.  Ill,  13  Am.  Rep. 

R.  571.  474;  Soltau  v.  Gerdau,  119  N.  Y.  380, 

And  see  supra,  par.  6.  23  N.  E.  864,  16  A.  S.  R.  843  and 

19.  Loomia  v.  People,  67  N.  Y,  322,  note;  State  v.  Ryan,  47  Ore.  338,  82 
23  Am.  Rep.  123.  Pac.  703,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)   862  and 

Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  671.  note;  SUte  ▼.  Lindenthall,  6  Rich.  U 

See  also  supra,  par.  6.  .  (S.  C.)  237,  57  Am.  Dee.  743  and 

20.  See  supra,  par.  7.  note;  Dignowitty  v.  State,  17  Tex. 
1.  People  V.  Rae,  66  Cal.  423,  6  521,  67  Am.  Dec.  670  and  note;  State 

Pac  1,  56  Am.  Rep.  102;  State  v.  v.  Humphrey,  32  Vt.  669,  78  Am.  Dec. 

Levine,  79  Conn.  714,  66  Atl.  529,  10  605;  Pitanogle  v.  Com.,  91  Va.  808. 

LJR.A.(N.S.)  286;  Aldrich  v.  People,  22  S.  E.  351,  60  A.  8.  B.  867  and  note. 
224  UL  622,  79  N.  E.  964,  115  A.  S.     2.  State  t.  Dobbins,  152  la.  632, 132 

R.  166,  8  Ann.  Gas.  284,  7  L.R.A.  N.  W.  805,  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  735. 
(N.S.)  U49;  State  v.  Dobbins,  152  la.     5.  Aldrieh  v.  People,  224  IlL  622, 

632,  132  N.  W.  805,  42  L.aA.(N.S.)  79  N.  £.  964, 115  A.  S.  B.  166,  8  Ann. 

735;  State  v.  Woodmff,  47  Kan.  151,  Cas.  284,  7  L.R^(N.S.)  1149;  Towns 

27  Pac  842, 27  A.  S.  R.  285  and  note;  v.  State,  167  Ind.  315,  78  N.  E.  1012, 

Com.  V.  Williamson,  96  Ey.  1,  27  S.  119  A.  S.  R.  501  and  note;  Smith  t. 

W.  812,  49  A.  B.  R.  285  and  note;  People,  53  N.  Y.  Ill,  13  Am.  Rep. 

Morton  v.  Com.,  159  Ky.  231,  166  S.  474;  State  v.  Humphrey,  32  Vt  569, 

W.  974,  52  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1222;  Com.  78  Am.  Dec.  605. 
».  Flynn,  167  Mass.  460,  45  N.  E.  924,      4.  Loomis  v.  People,  67  N.  Y.  322, 

57  A.  S.  R.  472  and  note;  Com.  v.  23  Am.  Rep.  123. 
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pose  contemplated  by  Uie  owner.'  Thus  obtaining  money  under  the 
pretense  that  it  is  to  be  bet  on  a  race,  and  with  the  intent  at  the 

time  to  convert  it  to  the  bailee's  own  use,  the  race  being  a  mere 
fiham  to  aid  this  purpose,  is  larceny.'  The  rule  has  been  applied  also 
to  cases  where  a  person  takes  a  piece  of  money  from  another  to  change 
and  keeps  it  with  the  unlawful  intent  to  convert  it,  or  any  part  of 
it,  to  his  own  use,  and  refuses  to  deliver  the  money  given  him,  or 
the  change  therefor,  on  demand;  and  the  fact  that  the  taking  was 
open  and  from  the  owner  is  of  no  consequence,  if  the  intent  to  steal 
existed.^  This  is  so  for  the  reason  that  the  delivery  of  money  to 
another  for  the  sole  purpose  of  getting  it  changed  is  a  parting  with 
the  custody  only,  and  not  the  title.^  The  fact  that  the  offender 
returns  a  part  of  the  amount  does  not  relieve  him  from  liability  for 
t^e  larceny  of  the  entire  amount  given  him.'  A  distinction  seems 
to  have  been  drawn  in  certain  English  cases  between  the  delivery  of 
money  to  be  changed  in  the  presence  of  the  owner,  and  the  delivery 
of  money  to  be  taken  away  and  changed.  The  first  case  is  larceny, 
the  second  not,**  but  that  distinction  is  not  recognized  in  this  coun- 
try.** It  has  been  held  that  one  who,  with  intent  to  convert  the 
proceeds  to  his  own  use,  secures  from  another  a  conveyance  of  prop- 
erty on  the  representation  that  he  will  sell  it,  and  can  sell  it,  to 
better  advantage  than  the  owner  can,  and  will  turn  the  proceeds 
over  to  the  owner,  and  then  sells  l^e  property  axtd  appropriates  the 
proceeds,  is  guilty  of  larceny,  since,  though  the  owner  conveyed  the 
title  to  the  property,  he  did  not  part  with  the  right  to  the  proceeds.** 

5.  Towns  v.  State,  167  Ind.  315,  78  v.  People,  90  N.  Y.  12,  43  Am.  Rep. 
N.  E.  1012, 119  A.  S.  R.  501  and  note;  135  and  note. 

Com.  V.  Lannan,  153  Mass.  287,  26  N.  Notes:  57  Am.  Dec.  279;  137  A.  S. 

E,  858,  25  A.  S.  K.  629  and  note,  11  R.  973. 

L.R.A.  460;  Loomis  t.  People,  67  N.  8.  People  v.  Rae,  66  Cal.  423,  6  Pac. 

y.  322,  23  Am.  Rep.  123  and  note;  1,  56  Am.  Rep.  102;  Com.  v.  Flynn, 

People  T.  Miller,  169  N.  Y.  339,  62  167  Mass.  460,  45  N.  E.  924,  57  A. 

N.  E.  418,  88  A.  S.  B.  646  and  note;  S-  ^-  472;  Hildebrand  v.  People,  56 

Hawkins  v.  State,  58  Tex.  Grim.  407,  N.  Y.  394,  15'  Am.  Rep.  435;  Justices 

126  S.  W.  268,  137  A.  S,  R.  970  and  T^/^^P'^'      N.  Y.  12,  43  Am.  Rep. 

^otg               '  135;  Walters  v.  State,  17  Tex.  App. 

6.  "  People  V.  Abbott,  63  Cal.  284,  ^26,  50  Am.  Kep.  128 

31  Am.  Rep.  59;  Doss  v.  People,  158      rWaltL  v   State   17  Tex  Add. 

Sn''«";  ^'J"'"' trA  226;  Z'aS.  Rep'' 128  ZJZk^"^ 

180;  State  v.  Dobbms,  152  la.  632,      ,k  vr  .     flc  a   R  R  'ilfi 

132  N  W.  805,  42  L.R  A  (N  S.)  735  ^           ^^^^^  167  Mass.  460, 

7.  Verberg  v.  State,  137  Ala.  73,  34  45           924,  67  A.  S.  R.  472;  Jus- 
3o,  848,  97  A.  8.  R.  17  and  note;  tices  v.  People,  90  N.  Y.  12,  43  Am. 
Jones  V.  State,  97  Ga.  430,  25  S.  E.  Rep.  135.  , 
319,  54  A.  S.  R.  433;  State  v.  Ander-  Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  578. 

son,  25  Minn.  66,  33  Am.  Rep.  455  12.  Morton  v.  Com.,  169  Ky.  231, 
and  note;  Hildebrand  v.  People,  56  166  S.  W.  974,  52  L.R.A.(N.B.}  1222 
N.  Y.  394,  15  Am.  Bep.  436;  Justices  and  note. 
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16.  Converting  Hired  or  Borrowed  Property. — A  pereon  who  obtains 
possession  of  personal  property  under  ihe  false  pretense  of  hiring  oi 
borrowing  it,  but  with  the  felonious  intentiMi  of  converting  it  to 
his  own  use  and  does  so  convert  it,  is  guill^  of  larceny,^'  though 
the  hiring  was  for  no  definite  time.^*  The  enm»  is  complete  as  soon 
as  the  property  is  received,'^  and  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  taker 
sell  or  otherwise  dispose  of  it^*  It  has  been  held  that  if  the  felo- 
nious intention  is  subsequently  conceived  the  defendant  is  nevwthe- 
less  guilty,*'  but  the  decisions  generally  follow  the  rule  that  the 
felonious  intent  must  exist  at  the  time  of  obtaining  poes^on.*^ 

17,  Property  Delivered  by  Mistake. — Where  money  or  other  pr<^- 
erty  is  delivered  by  mistake,  especially  where  a  larger  sum  of  money 
is'  parted  with  tiian  is  intended,  and  the  receiver  takes  it  with  knowl- 
edge of  the  mistake  and  with  the  intent  to  keef>  it,  the  offense  is 
larceny,  since  tiiere  is  no  consent  on  the  part  of  the  owner  to  part 
with  the  excessive  amount  or  with  the  other  property  delivered  by 
mistake.'*  The  weight  of  authority  clearly  holds  that  to  constitute 
larceny  in  receiving  an  overpayment,  the  defendant  must  know  of 
the  mistake  at  the  time  of  the  overpayment,  and  must  at  that  time 
have  the  intent  to  steal ;  though  there  are  decisions  to  the  effect 
that  it  is  larceny  if  the  felonious  intention  is  formed  as  soon  as  the 
mistake  is  discovered  by  the  taker.*  In  applying  the  general  rule, 
it  has  been  held  that  where  a  tran^ortation  company  by  mistake 
delivers  baggage  to  a  person  claiming  it  with  the  felonious  intention 
of  stealing  it,  such  person  is  guilty  of  larceny,  and  that  the  voluntary 
act  of  the  company  will  not  amount  to  a  consent  sufficient  to  derive 
that  act  of  its  criminal  character.'  But  where  a  person  honestly 
receives  a  check  in  payment  for  produce,  cashes  it  and  appropriates 

13.  State  T.  Gorman,  2  Nott  ft  Mo-  Dec.  693;  88  A.  S.  R.  680. 

C.  (S.  C.)  90,  10  Am.  Dec.  576;  State  19.  State  v.  Ducker,  8  Ore.  394,  34 
V.  Lindenthall,  5  Rich.  L.  (S.  C.)  237,  Am.  Rep.  590;  Bergeron  v.  Peylon, 
57  Am.  Dee.  743  and  note;  State  v.  106  Wis.  377,  82  N.  W.  291,  80  A.  S. 
Humphrey,  32  Vt  669,  78  Am.  Dee.  B.  33. 

C05.  Notes:  57  Am.  Dee.  280  ;  88  A.  S. 

Notes:  57  Am.  Dec.  281;  88  A.  S.  R.  599. 
B.  580.  20.  Cooper  v.  Com,,  110  Ky.  123, 

14.  Note:  57  Am.  Dec.  281.  60  S.  W.  938,  96  A.  S.  B.  426,  52 

15.  Note:  88  A.  S,  R.  580.  L.R.A.  136  and  note. 

16.  State  V.  Hun\phrey,  82  Vt  569,      Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  599. 

78  Am.  Dec.  605.  1.  State  v.  Ducker,  8  Ore.  394,  34 

Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  580.  Am.  Rep.  690  and  note. 

17.  State  V.  Coombs,  55  Me.  477,  92      Note:  88  A.  8.  R,  599. 

Am.  Dec.  610  and  note.  2.  Aldrich  v.  People,  224  Dl.  622.  79 

Note:  57  Am.  Dec.  281.  N.  E.  964,  116  A.  S.  R.  166,  8  Ann. 

18.  Morrison  t.  State,  17  Tez.  App.  Gaa.  284»  7  L.B.A.(N.S.)  1149. 
84,  50  Am.  Rep.  120. 

Notes:  57  Am.  Dec.  281;  76  Am. 
B.C.L.V0I.XVII.— 2.  17 
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its  proceeds  after  reoeiving  notice  that  by  mistake  it  was  too  large, 
he  is  not  guilty  of  larceny.* 

18.  Obtainii^  Property  by  Threats. — The  taking  of  money  or  other 
property  by  putting  the  owner  in  fear  of  personal  injury  is  usually 
robbery,*  yet  the  controlling  statute  may  be  such  as  to  make  it  lar- 
ceny to  take  property  from  another  through  fear  induced  by  threats.* 
Thus,  wider  statutes  defining  the  offense  of  larceny  from  Uie  person, 
where  the  idea  of  force  or  putting  in  fear  is  not  excluded,  the  crime 
is  committed  where  property  is  feloniously  taken  from  the  person 
through  fear  induced  by  threads.'  Although  the  taking  must  be 
not  only  felonious,  but  without  the  consent  of  the  owner,  still  a  felo- 
nious taking  with  the  consent  of  the  owner,  when  the  giving  .of 
such  consent  is  not  a  voluntary  act  but  is  the  result  of  actual  fear 
induced  by  threats  calculated  to  excite  a  reasonable  apprehension 
of  bodily  injury,  is  a  taking  without  the  owner's  consent  and  a  lar- 
ceny.' In  a  prosecution  for  larceny  based  on  the  theory  that  the 
property  was  feloniously  taken  through  fear  it  has  been  held  that 
evidence  that  the  accused  threatened  to  bum  a  dwelling  house  with 
its  inmates  unless  the  owner  thereof  immediately  complied  with  his 
demand  for  money  is  admissible  as  tending  to  show  that  such  owner 
parted  with  his  money  under  a  reasonable  fear,  induced  by  such 
threats  of  immediate  bodily  injury  to  himself  and  his  family.* 

19.  Obtaining  Property  through  Impersonation. — Although  there 
is  some  authority  to  the  contrary,*  the  better  rule  is  that  one  who 
falsely  personates  another,  and  in  such  assumed  character  receives 
property  intended  for  such  other  person,  is  guilty  of  larceny."  Thus 
one  who  wrongfully  obtains  from  a  transportation  company  posses- 
sion of  baggage  to  which  he  is  not  entitled,  by  placing  the  wrong 
check  on  it  with  intent  to  appropriate  it  to  his  own  use,  is  guilty 
of  larceny.**  Likewise  obtaining  possession  of  personal  property  by 
falsely  pretending  to  be  the  owner  of  it  is  theft,  if  done  with  the 
felonious  intent  of  depriving  the  owner  thereof.'*  And  one  who 
wrongfully  and  fraudulently  represents  himself  as  the  agent  of  an- 
other, and  thereby  gains  possession  of  goods  which  are  delivered  to 
him  with  the  sole  intent  that  they  shall  be  delivered  by  him  to  his 

3.  Mitchell  v.  State  (Tex.)  180  S.  8.  State  t.  Kallaher,  70  Conn.  398, 
W.  115,  L.R.Aa916C  580.  39  Atl.  606,  66  A.  S.  R.  116. 

4.  Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  563,  599.  See  9.  Notes:  57  Am.  Dec.  279;  88  A 
Robbery.  8.  R.  574. 

5.  State  V.  Kallaher,  70  Conn.  398,  10.  Note:  67  Am.  Dee.  279.  See 


7.  State  V.  Kallaher,  70  Conn.  398,  Cas.  284,  7  L.BA.(N.S.)  1149. 
39  AU.  606,  66  A.  S.  R.  116  and  note.     12.  NoU:  88  A.  S.  R.  574. 
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39  Atl.  606,  66  A.  S.  R.  116. 
Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  563,  599. 
6.  Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  563. 


False  Pbetensbs,  vol.  11,  p.  839. 

11.  Aldrieh  v.  People,  224  111.  622, 
79  N.  E.  964, 116  A.  S.  R.  166,  8  Ann. 
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alleged  principal,  and  he  converts  the  goods  to  his  own  use,  is  guiliy 
of  larceny." 

20.  Fraudulent  Gambling  Game  or  Device. — ^In  applying  the  rule 
tiiat  where  a  person  obtains  possession  of  goods  by  fraud  or  deceit, 
not  with  the  intention  of  returning  them  but  with  the  design  of 
appropriating  them  and  depriving  the  owner  of  them,  and  all  remedy 
for  their  loss,  and  does  so  appropriate  them,  he  is  guilty  of  larceny,** 
it  has  been  uniformly  held  that  where  a  person  stakes  and  loses  his 
money  on  a  fraudulent  gambling  game  in  which  he  had  no  chance 
to  win,  the  person  conducting  the  game  and  taking  his  money  is 
guilty  of  larceny,**  instances  of  which  are  inducing  the  victim  to 
part  with  money  as  a  wager  on  a  pretended  event  which  is  not  to 
take  place,**  and  winning  money  at  a  game  by  means  of  some  fraud, 
trick  or  ariifice."  It  is  true  of  course  that  tiie  victim  parte  with  his 
money  voluntarily,  but  the  courts  will  not  draw  ovemice  metaphysi- 
cal distinctions  to  save  thieves  from  punishment;  uid  where  a  person 
is  deprived  of  his  money  by  a  pretended  game  in  which  he  had  no 
chance  to  win,  it  is  not  going  beyond  the  settled  rules  of  law  to  hold 
that  the  fraud  will  supply  tiie  trespass  in  the  taking  and  so  make 
the  conversion  felonious.*^ 

Asportation 

21.  Necessity  and  Sufficiency. — A  felonious  taking  is  an  essential 
element  of  larceny,  but  alone  it  is  not  sufficient  to  constitute  the 
crime.  It  must  be  followed  by  such  tm  asportation  or  carrying  away 
as  to  supersede  the  possession  of  the  owner  for  an  appreciable  time." 

13.  Harris  v.  State,  81  (Ja.  758,  7  18.  People  v.  Shaw,  57  Mich.  403, 
S.  E.  689,  12  A.  S.  R.  355  and  nota  24  N.  W.  121,  58  Am.  Rep.  372;  State 

14.  See  supra,  par.  13.  v.  Donaldson,  35  Utah  96,  99  Pac.  447, 

15.  United  States  v.  Murphy,  Mac-  136  A.  S.  R.  1041,  20  L.R,A.(N.S.) 
Arthur  &  M.  (D.  C.)  375,  48  Am.  Rep.  1164  and  note. 

764;  Grunson  v.  State,  89  Ind.  533,  46     Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  573. 
Am.  Rep.  178  and  note;  People  v.     19.  Edmonds  v.  State,  70  Ala.  8, 

Shaw,  57  Mich.  403,  24  N.  W.  121,  58  45  Am.  Rep.  67  and  note;  Molton  v. 

Am.  Rep.  372;  Defrese  v.  State,  3  State,  105  Ala.  18,  16  So.  795,  53  A. 

Heisk.  (Tenn.)  53,  8  Am.  Rep.  1;  S.   R.  97  and  note;   Henderson  v. 

State  V.  Donaldson,  35  Utah  911,  99  State,  79  Ark.  333,  96   S.  W.  359,  10 

Pac.  447,  136  A.  S.  R.  1041,  20  L.R.A.  L.B.A.(N.S.)  816;  Woods  v.  People, 

(N.S.)  1164  and  note;  State  v.  Skil-  222  111.  293,  78  N.  E,  607,  113  A.  S. 

brick,  25  Wash.  555,  66  Pao.  63,  87  R.  415,  6  Ann.  Gas.  736,  7  L.R.A. 

A.  S.  B.  784  and  note.  (N.S.)  520;  Adams  v.  Com.,  163  Ky. 

Notes:  67  Am.  Dee.  279  ;  88  A.  S.  88,  154  S.  W.  381,  44  LJR.A.(N.S.) 

R.  573.  637;  Com.  v.  Luckis,  99  Mass.  431,  96 

16.  State  V.  Bvan,  47  Ore.  338,  82  Am.  Dec.  769;  MeDaniel  v.  State,  8 
Pac  703,  1  L.RA.(N.S.)  '62  and  Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  401,  47  Am. 
note.  Dec.  93  and  note;  State  v.  Wilson,  1 

17.  State  V.  Donaldson,  35  Utah  96,  N.  J.  L.  439,  1  Am.  Dec.  216;  People 
09  Pac.  447,  136  A.  S.  R.  1041  and  v.  Anderson,  14  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  294, 
note,  20  L.RJL(N.S.)  1164  and  note.  7  Am.  Dee.  462;  Harrison  t.  People, 
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Hence  the  crime  is  not  complete  until  there  ha^  beeni  an  asportation, 
although  the  offender  had  the  power  to  carry  the  property  away.** 
On  the  question  of  what  is  a  sufficient  asportation  or  carrj'ing  away 
of  goods  feloniously  taken,  the  authorities,  both  ancient  and  modem, 
uniformly  hold  that  the  felony  lies  in  the  very  fiist  act  of  removal 
of  the  property,  and  therefore  the  least  removing  of  the  thing  taken, 
from  the  place  it  was  before,  with  intent  to  steal  it,  is  a  sufficient 
asportation,  though  it  be  not  quite  carried  off ;  *  and  although  the 
whole  of  the  article  so  taken  be  not  removed  from  the  whole  apace 
which  the  whole  article  occupied  before  it  was  so  taken,  yet  if  every 
part  thereof  be  removed  from  the  space  which  that  particular  part 
occupied  just  before.it  was  so  taken,  such  removal  is  a  sufficient 
asportation  to  complete  the  offense  of  simple  larceny.*  This  situa- 
tion is  illustrated  by  a  case  holding  that  there  was  an  asportation 
where  the  defendant  moved  packages  from  one  end  of  a  railroad  car 
and  changed  the  labels  so  as  to  make  it  appear  that  he  was  the  ship- 
per, his  intent  being  that  the  proceeds  of  the  shipment  should  be 
remitted  to  him  instead  of  the  true  owner.*  The-  principle  that  to 
constitute  an  asportation  the  thief  must  have  complete  control  of 
the  subject  of  his  criminal  act  is  illustrated  by  a  case  of  an  attempt 
to  steal  a  dress  while  it  was  on  a  display  model,  and  it  was  held, 
that  pushing  the  dress  to  the  bottom  of  the  figure  for  the  purpose 
of  removing  it  was  not  an  asportation,  where  the  dress  could  be 
removed  from  the  figure  only  over  the  top,  and  the  figure  itself  had 
not  been  removed  from  its  accustomed  place.*  Contrary  to  the  gen- 
eral rule  as  just  stated,  by  statute  in  one  jurisdiction,  asportation 
is  not  necessai^  to  complete  the  crime,  but  it  is  sufficient  if  the  prop- 
erty has  been  within  the  control  of  the  offender.^ 

22.  Retention  of  Possession;  Removal  from  Premises. — It  is  not 
necessary  that  the  goods  be  retained  in  the  possession  of  the  thief; ' 

60  N.  Y.  61S,  10  Am.  Rep.  617;  State  bera,  22  W.  Va.  779,  46  Am.  Rep.  550. 

T.  Graige,  89  N.  C.  475,  45  Am.  Rep.  Notes:  57  Am.  Dee.  271;  88  A.  8. 

698;  SUte  v.  Chambezs,  22  W.  Va.  R.  588;  21  Ann.  Gas.  856*. 

779,  46  Am.  Rep.  550.  2.  State  v.  Chamben,  22  W.  Va. 

Notes:  57  Am.  Dec.  271;  9  A.  S.  R.  779,  46  Am.  Rep.  550. 

241;  11  A.  S.  R.  19;  88  A.  S.  R.  584;  3.  State  v.  Rozeboom,  146  la.  620, 

21  Aim.  Cas.  857,  858.  124  N.  W.  783,  29  L.R.A.(N.S.)  37 

20.  Molton  V.  State,  105  Ala.  18,  and  note. 

16  So.  795,  53  A.  S.  R.  97  and  note.  4.  Clark  v.  State,  59  Tex.  Grim. 

Note:  57  Am.  Dec.  271.  246,  128  S.  W.  131,  29  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

1.  Molton  V.  State,  105  Ala.  18,  16  323. 

So.  795,  53  A.  S.  R.  97  and  note;  5.  Harris  v.  State,  29  Tex.  App. 

Adams  v.  Com.,  153  Ky.  88,  154  S.  101,  14  S.  W.  390,  25  A.  S.  R.  717; 

W.  381,  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  637;  Har-  Clark  v.  State,  69  Tex.  Crim.  246,  128 

rison  V.  People,  50  N.  Y.  518,  10  Am.  S.  W.  131,  29  L.R.A.(N.S.)  323. 

Rep.  517;  State  v.  Craige,  89  N.  C.  Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  584. 

475,  45  Am.  Rep.  698;  State  v.  Cham-  6.  Adams  v.  Com.,  153  Ky.  88,  154 
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but  if  one  takes  the  goocU  of  another  oat  of  the  place  where  they 
were  put^  though  he  is  detected  before  they  are  actually  carried  away, 

the  crime  is  complete.'  Neither  is  it  necessary  that  the  goods  be 
removed  from  the  owner's  premises.^  To  remove  them  with  the  requi- 
site felonious  intent  from  one  part  of  the  premises  to  another,  or 
from  the  spot  or  house  where  they  were  found,  is  a  sufficient  asporta- 
tion.* Thus  there  is  a  sufficient  asportation  to  complete  the  crime 
where  goods  are  removed  from  one  room  to  another  in  the  same 
house,^**  or  frem  a  txunk  to  the  floor,'^  or  from  the  head  to  the 
tail  of  a  wagon.^'  Likeyriae  it  has  been  held  that  to  remove  wheat 
from  the  owner's  garner  in  a  mill  into  defendant's  adjoining  gamer 
is  a  sufficient  a^ortation  to  constitute  larceny,  It  is  not  necessary 
that  property  stolen  from  the  hands  of  a  person  should  be  carried 
away  from  the  presence  of  the  owner  to  constitute  the  offense  of  theft 
from  the  person.  It  is  only  required  tiiat  t^e  property  stolen  should 
have  gone  into  the  possession  of  the  thief  with  intent  to  deprive  the 
owner  of  its  value.** 

23.  Pickpocket  Cases. — ^In  pickpocket  cases  the  question  frequently 
arising  is  whether  there  was  a  sufficient  asportation.  In  conformity 
with  the  general  rule  tJiat  the  slightest  asportation  is  sufficient,"  it 
has  been  uniformly  held  that  it  is  not  necessary  for  a  pickpocket 
actually  to  remove  property  from  the  pocket  of  the  owner;**  but 
that  it  is  sufficient  if  die  offender  has  the  thing  in  his  possession 
and  has  complete  control  of  it  for  an  instant,  though  he  is  not  able 
to  remove  it  from  the  pocket  because  of  detection  or  obstruction.^' 

S.  W.  381,  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  637;  State  Am.  Rep.  698. 

V.  Chambers,  22  W.  Va.  779,  46  Am.  14.  Clemmons  t.   State,  39  Tex. 

Rep.  550.  Crim.  279,  45  S.  W.  OU,  73  A.  S.  B. 

7.  State  V.  Wilson,  1  N.  J.  L.  439,  »23  and  note. 

1  Am.  Dec  216.  15.  See  supra,  par.  22; 

Note :  88  A.  p.  B.  584.  ^o™-  ^-  I^aekis,  99  Mass.  431, 

8.  Adams  v.  Com.,  153  Ky.  88,  164  ?J              w  ^^"'io^'S^^' a^*^ o 
S.  W.  381, 44  L.B.A.(N.S.)  637;  Delk  S?"     '                   '  * 

v.  State,  64  Miss.  77,  1  So.  9,  60  Am.  gg  ^  g.  a  584;  21  Ann. 

Cas  857 

Note:  21  Ann  Cas  857.  Com.,  153  Ky.  88,  154 

S,  W.   381,  44  L.R.A.(Ni)  637; 
9,  60  Am.  Rep.  46.  q^^^  ^  L^^j^ia^  gg  431^  gg 

10.  Aflams  v.  Com.,  153  Ky.  88,  154  jy^  7^9       ^ote;  Harrison  v.  People, 

5.  W.  3bl,  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  637.  50  N.  Y.  518,  10  Am.  Rep.  517;  State 
Note:  21  Ann.  Caa.  857.  v.  Chambers,  22  W.  Va.  779,  46  Am. 

11.  Adams  v.  Com.,  153  Ky.  88, 154  Rep.  550;  Rex  v.  Taylor,  [19U]  1  K. 
8.  W.  381,  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  637.  B.  (Kng.)  674,  21  Ann.  Caa.  854  and 

Note:  21  Ann.  Ca«.  857.  note. 

Adams  v.  Com.,  153  Ky.  88,  154     Note:  21  Ann.  Cu.  857. 

6.  W.  381,  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  637. 

13.  State  V.  Graige,  89  N.  C.  476, 46 
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However,  if  the  thief  is  detected  before  his  band  actually  grasps  the 
article  sought,  tiien  he  can  be  convicted  of  an  attempt  only.'* 

24.  Killing  or  Destroying  AnimaL— There  is  much  Gonfndoii 
among  the  authorities  as  to  what  is  sufficient  to  constitute  an  a^>ortap 

tion  of  an  animal,  where  the  animal  intended  to  be  stolen  is  shot 
or  otherwise  killed.'*  Based  on  the  rule  that  it  is  not  sufficient  to 
show  that  tiie  offender  had  the  power  to  carry  the  animal  away  but 
that  there  must  be  an  actual  asportation,'*  it  is  quite  generally  held 
that  although  an  accused  may,  with  intent  to  steal,  have  killed  an 
animal,  and  may  have  been  near  enough  to  take  possession  and  carry 
it  away,  yet  the  offense  is  not  complete  until  ^e  possession  of  the 
owner  is  severed  by  the  taking  of  actual  possession  by  the  accused.' 
Therefore  it  is  only  trespass  to  shoot  a  hog,  without  taking  posses- 
sion of  or  carrying  it  away,  even  though  the  intent  be  felonious.* 
It  has  been  held,  however,  that  there  is  a  sufficient  a^rtation,  if. 
in  preparation  for  the  act  of  killing,  the  animal  is  moved  at  all 
from  the  spot  where  it  was  found.*  Hence  where  the  evidence  showed 
that  the  defendants  ran  down  and  caught  a  living  cow,  the  property 
of  another,  on  her  range  in  the  woods,  and  killed  her  by  cutting 
her  throat,  and  stripped  off  her  hide,  and  sold  such  hide,  leaving 
her  entire  careass  in  the  woods,  where  she  was  killed,  it  was  held  that 
this  constituted  larceny  of  such  cow.* 

Goods  of  Another 

25.  In  General. — It  is  essential  that  the  goods  taken  be  owned  by 
some  one  other  than  the  thief  or  in  the  possession  of  some  one  hav- 
ing ih&  right  thereto.'  To  make  the  taking  larceny,  however,  it  is 
not  necessary  that  the  person  from  whom  property  is  stolen  should 
have  the  general  ownership,*  or  even  that  he  should  have  the  right 
of  possession.'  Thus  the  taking  of  an  animal  from  an  innocent 
purchaser  by  a  person  who  originally  stole  and  sold  it,  the  second 
taking  being  to  conceal  the  first  theft,  constitutes  larceny.*  And  it 
is  not  essential  that  the  thief  should  know  who  the  owner  is.  It  is 
sufficient  if  he  knows  that  the  property  is  not  his  own  and  takes 

18.  Com.  v.  Luckis,  99  Mass.  431,      3.  Note :  21  Ann.  Cas.  858. 

96  Am.  Dec.  769  and  note.  4.  Flowere  v.  State,  69  Fla.  620,  68 

Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  584.  So.  754,  L.R.A.1915E  848  and  note. 

19.  Note:  21  Ann.  Cas.  858.  5.  Notes:  57  Am.  Dee.  277;  88  A. 

20.  Molton  T.  State,  105  Ala.  18,  S.  R.  595. 

16  So.  795,  53  A.  S.  a  97  and  note.     6.  Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  595. 

See  supra,  par.  22.  7.  Rex  v.  Beboning,  17  Ont.  L.  Rep. 

1.  Molten  T.  State,  105  Ala.  18,  16  23,  13  Ann.  Cas.  491  and  note. 

So.  795,  53  A.  S.  R.  97  and  note.  8.  Stegall  r.  Stale,  32  Tex.  Ciim. 

Note:  88  A.  S.  a  561,  565.  100,  22  S.  W.  146^  40  A.  S.  K  761 

2.  State  V.  Seagler,  1  Rich.  L.  (S.  and  note. 
C.)  30,  42  Am.  Dec.  404. 
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it  to  deprive  the  true  owner  of  it*  Under  ordinary  circumstancee 
it  is  imposnble  for  one  to  commit  larceny  by  taking  possession  of  his 

own  property."*  Therefore  it  is  not  larceny  for  the  true  owner  to  take 
his  property  from  the  possession  of  another  who  has  no  title  or  claim 
to  it**  Thus  one  who  has  entered  into  a  merely  executory  contract 
for  die  sale  of  property,  without  having  parted  with  Uie  titie,  cannot 
be  convicted  for  stoalmg  it*'  Likewise  a  person  whose  consent  to  a 
sale  has  been  procured  by  duress  commits  no  crime  by  subsequently 
removing  the  property  allied  to  have  been  sold  by  him.*"  Joint 
owners  of  property  cannot  be  guilty  of  larceny  if  either  takes  the 
property  to  his  exclusive  use,  unless  the  person  from  whom  the  prop- 
erty was  taken  had  the  right  to  the  exclusive  possession  at  the  time.** 
Hence  a  partner  cannot  steal  partnership  property.**  But  one  who 
owns  an  undivided  part  of  property  may  be  guilty  if  he  takes  the 
entire  t^ng  wil^  the  felonious  intention  of  depriving  the  other  of 
his  share.** 

26.  Larceny  by  General  Owner.— If  personal  property  in  the  pos- 
session of  a  person  other  than  the  general  owner  by  virtue  of  some 
special  right  or  title  is  taken  from  him  by  the  general  owner,  it  is 
larceny  if  it  is  done  with  the  feI(mious  intent  of  depriving  such 
person  of  his  rights,*'  or  of  charging  him  with  its  value.*'  Thus  it 
is  larceny  for  the  gwieral  owner  of  property  feloniously  to  take  it 
from  a  bailee  with  the  intention  of  charging  the  bailee  with  its  value.*' 
And  the  crime  is  committed  where  the  general  owner  takes  the  goods 
from  t^e  possession  of  another  who  has  a  lien  thereon,  if  the  taking 
is  done  with  the  felonious  intent  of  depriving  such  other  of  his  lien,** 
as  where  Hie  owner  of  a  horse  surreptitiously  takes  it  from  the  keeper 

9.  Note:  88  A.  8.  R.  595.  814,  3  A.  S.  B.  691;  Lunaford  v.  Die- 

10.  Black  V.  State,  83  Ala.  81,  3  trich,  86  Ala.  250,  5  So.  461,  U  A.  S. 
So.  814,  3  A.  S.  R.  691  and  note.       R,  37;  State  v.  Nelson,  36  Wash.  126, 

Notes:  67  Am.  Dec.  277  ;  88  A.  S.  78  Pac.  790,  104  A.  S.  R.  945  and  note, 

B.  596.  68  L.R.A.  283. 

11.  Hndapeth  v.  State,  54  Tex.  Notes:  88  A.  S.  R.  596, 140  A.  8.  R. 
Crim.  371,  112  8.  W.  1069,  130  A.  S.  247. 

B,  894.  See  Bdrqlakt,  vol.  4,  p.  436. 

12.  Love  T.  State,  78  Qa.  66,  8  S.  18.  Palmer  v.  People,  10  Wend.  (N. 
B.  893,  6  A.  S.  R.  234.  Y.)  165,  25  Am.  Dec.  551. 

13.  Love  V.  StAte,  78  Oa.  66,  3  S.  Notes:  67  Am.  Dee.  277;  88  A.  8. 
E.  893,  6  A.  S.  R.  234.  R.  596. 

14.  Note:  88  A.  8.  R.  596.  19.  Henry  t.  State,  110  Qa.  750,  36 
16.  Alfele  v.  Wright,  17  Ohio  St  8.  E.  55,  78  A.  8.  R*  137. 

S38,  93  Am.  Dee.  616.  Notes:  57  Am.  Dee.  277  ;  88  A.  8. 

Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  596.  R.  596;  4  L.R.A.  292. 

16.  Com.  V.  Lannan,  153  Mass.  287,  20.  Atchison,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Hins- 
26  N.  E.  868,  25  A.  S.  R.  629,  11  dell,  76  Kan.  74,  90  Pao.  800,  13  Ann. 
IJ.R.A.  460.  Caa.  981,  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  94. 

Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  696.  Notes:  67  Am.  Dec.  277  ;  88  A.  S. 

17.  Black  V.  State,  83  Ala.  81,  3  8o.  B.  596. 
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of  a  stable  who  has  a  Hen  on  it  for  its  keep.*  A  pledgee  has  a 
^cial  property  in  the  thing  pledged,  and  the  pledgor  who  takes 
it  from  the  possession  of  the  pledgee  with  the  fraudulent  intent  and 
felonious  design  of  depriving  him  of  such  possession  and  of  his  aecai^ 
ity  may  be  convicted  of  larceny.* 

Intent 

27.  In  General. — Every  taking  by  one  person  of  the  personal  prop- 
erty of  another  without  his  consent  is  not  larceny;  and  this  although 
it  was  taken  without  right  or  claim  of  right  and  for  the  purpose  of 
appropriating  it  to  the  use  of  the  taker.  Superadded  to  this  there 
must  have  been  a  felonious  intent,  for  without  it  there  would  be  only 
a  bare  trespass,  which,  however  a^ravated,  would  not  be  crime.  It 
is  the  criminal  mind  and  purpose  going  with  the  act  which  distin- 
gui^es  a  criminal  trespass  from  a  mere  civil  injury.*  The  intention 
is  the  essence  of  the  crime/  except  where  a  statute  may  declare  the 
commission  of  a  certain  act  to  be  larceny  without  r^ard  to  the 


1.  State  V.  Nelson,  36  Wash.  126,  78 
Pac.  790,  104  A.  S.  B.  945  and  cote, 
68  L.R.A.  283. 

Note:  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  94. 

2.  Henry  v.  SUte,  110  Ga.  750,  36 
S.  E.  55,  78  A.  S.  B.  137  and  note. 

Notes:  57  Am.  Dee.  277  ;  88  A.  S. 
B.  596. 

3.  Millef  V.  Oklahoma,  149  Fed. 
330,  79  C.  C.  A.  26S,  9  Ann.  Cas.  389; 
State  V.  Hawkins,  8  Port.  (Ala.)  461, 
33  Am.  Dec.  294  and  note;  Frazier  v. 
State,  85  Ala.  17,  4  So.  691,  7  A.  8. 
R.  21  and  note;  Luusford  v.  Dietrich, 
86  Ala.  250,  5  So.  461,  11  A.  S.  B. 
37;  Lunsford  v.  Dietrich,  93  Ala.  565, 
9  So.  308,  30  A.  S.  R.  79;  Wood  v. 
State,  34  Ark.  341,  36  Am.  Rep.  13; 
State  V.  Setter,  57  Conn.  461,  18  Atl. 
782,  14  A.  S.  R.  121;  Byan  v.  United 
States,  26  App.  Cas.  (D.  C.)  74,  6 
Ann.  Cas.  633  and  note;  Slaughter  t. 
State,  113  Ga.  284,  38  S.  E.  854,  84 
A.  S.  E.  242;  Smith  v.  Shultz,  1 
Scam.  (III.)  490,  32  Am.  Dec.  33  and 
note;  Doss  v.  People,  158  111.  660,  41 
N.  E.  1093,  49  A.  S.  B.  180;  People 
V.  Hoban,  240  III.  303,  88  N.  E.  806, 
16  Ann.  Cas.  226,  22  L.B.A.(N.S.) 
1132;  Offutt  V.  Earlywine,  4  Blackf. 
(Xnd.)  460,  32  Am.  Dec.  40;  State  v. 
WilUama,  96  Mo,  247,  8  S.  W.  217,  6 
A.  S.  R.  46  and  note;  State  v.  Nor- 


man, 101  Mo.  520,  14  S.  W.  661,  20 
A.  S.  B.  623  and  note,  10  Ij.B.A.  35; 
State  V.  Casey,  207  Mo.  1,  105  S.  W. 
645,  123  A.  S.  B.  367,  13  Ann.  Cas. 
878;  Valley  Mercantile  Co.  v.  St.  Paul 
Fire,  etc.,  Ins.  Co.,  49  Mont  430,  143 
Pae.  559,  Ann.  Cas.  1916A  1126  and 
note,  L.R.A.1915B  327;  StaU  v.  Byan, 
12  Nev.  401,  28  Am.  Rep.  802;  State 
V.  South,  28  N.  J.  L.  28,  75  Am.  Dec. 
250  and  note;  Thome  v.-  Tnrck,  94  N. 
Y.  90,  46  Am.  Bep.  126;  State  v. 
Powell,  103  N.  C.  424,  9  S.  E.  627,  14 
A.  S.  B.  821,  4  L.B.A.  291;  Bobinson 
V.  StaU,  1  Cold.  (Tenn.)  120,  78  Am. 
Dec.  487  and  note;  Lancaster  v.  State, 
3  Cold.  (Tenn.)  339,  91  Am.  Dec.  288 
and  note;  Dignowitty  v.  State,  17  Tex. 
621,  67  Am.  Dec.  670  and  note;  Bill- 
ard  V.  State,  30  Tex.  367,  94  Am.  Dec 
317  and  note;  Reed  v.  State,  8  Tex. 
App.  40,  34  Am.  Bep.  732  and  note; 
Wilson  v.  Stiite,  18  Tex.  App.  270,  51 
Am.  Bep.  309  and  note;  Harris  v. 
State,  29  Tex.  App.  101,  14  S.  W, 
390,  25  A.  S.  R.  717  and  note;  Blunt 
T.  Com.,  4  lieigh  (Va.)  689^  26  Am. 
Dec.  341. 

Notes:  57  Am.  Dec.  271;  89  Am. 
Dec.  210;  11  A.  S.  B.  19;  88  A.  S. 
R.  600;  41  L.B.A.(N.S.)  555. 

4.  State  T.  Williams,  95  Mo.  247, 
8  S.  W.  217,  6  A.  S.  B.  46  and  note; 
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intent,  as  where  it  thus  designates  the  conversion  of  state  funds  by 
one  having  possession  thereof  to  his  own  use.'   Therefoie,  a  person 

indicted  for  larceny  is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  doubt,  and  should 
be  acquitted  if  the  testimony  leaves  it  uncertain  as  to  the  intent  with 
which  the  property  was  taken  *  But  a  person  may  be  guilty  of  lar- 
ceny though  Uie  intent  was  not  to  derive  the  owner  of  the  whole 
thing  or  its  entire  valu^  it  being  sufficient  if  there  was  an  intent 
to  deprive  him  of  part  of  it,  or  of  a  part  interest  in  it'  Thus,  the 
taking  of  property  is  larceny  where  it  is  taken  with  t^e  intention 
of  returning  it  to  the  owner  in  order  to  obtain  compensation  or  credit 
fraudulently,  as  where  a  cotton  pickw  took  seed  cotton  from  his 
master's  warehouse  and  placed  it  with  the  cotton  which  he  had  picked 
but  which  had- not  been  weighed  with  the  intent  to  obtain  compensa- 
tion for  picking  cotton  which  he  had  not  picked.^  The  question 
of  the  intent  with  which  a  praaon  accused  of  this  offense  took  the 
property  is  one  of  fact  for  the  jury  to  be  determined  by  them  in 
view  of  all  the  circumstances  as  shown  by  the  evidence  adduced,* 
and  under  appropriate  instructions  from  the  court."  There  are  deci- 
sions to  the  effect  that  the  taking  and  pledging  of  the  property  of 
another  wiUi  the  intention  of  redeeming  it  and  restoring  it  to  the 
owner  does  not  constitute  larceny,  but  this  is  a  dangerous  doctrine 
and  some  courts  have  wisely  restoicted  it  by  holding  that  there  must 
be  not  only  an  intent  to  redeem  and  return  the  property  but  also 
the  ability  to  redeem.**  It  has  been  contended,  but  unsuccessfully, 
that  an  intent  to  use  the  stolen  property  for  the  benefit  of  the  owner 
is  a  defense  to  a  prosecution  for  larceny." 

28.  Time  of  Forming  Intent. — ^Although  there  seem  to  be  a  few 
decisions  to  the  effect  that  if  liie  original  taking  was  a  trespass  and 
was  subsequently  followed  by  a  wrongful  conversion  of  the  thing 
taken,  the  intent  to  steal  need  not,  in  order  to  make  it  larceny,  have 
existed  at  the  time  of  the  taking,  such  decisions  being  based  on  the 
theory  that  a  tortious  taking  does  not  divest  the  possession  of  the 

Lancaster  t.  State,  3  Gold.  (Tenn.)  South,  28  N.  J.  L.  28,  75  Am.  Dec. 

339,  91  Am.  Dec.  288.  250;  State  v.  PoweU,  103  N.  C.  424, 

As  to  intent  as  an  element  of  crime  9  S.  E.  627,  14  A.  S.  R.  821,  4  L.R.A. 

generally.  Gee  Cbiuinal  I^aw,  voL  8,  291;    Laneaster   v.    State,   3  Cold, 

p.  60  et  seq.  (Tenn.)  339,  91  Am.  Dec.  288;  Reed 

5.  State  V.  Ross,  55  Ore.  460,  104  v.  State,  S  Tex.  App.  40,  34  Am.  Rep. 
Pac  596,  106  Pae.  1022,  42  Ii.B^.  732;  Robioson  v.  State,  11  Tex.  App. 
(N.S.)  601  and  note.  403,  40  Am.  Rep.  790;  Wilson  t. 

6.  Billard  v.  State,  30  Tex.  367,  04  State,  18  Tex.  App.  270,  51  Am.  Rep. 
Am.  Dec,  317  and  note.  309  and  note. 

7.  Beny  t.  State,  31  Ohio  St.  219,  10.  Reed  v.  State,  8  Tex.  App.  40, 
27  Am.  Rep.  506.  34  Am.  Rep.  732. 

8.  Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1916C  73.  11.  Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1916C  71. 

9.  Verberg  t.  State,  137  Ala.  73,     18.  Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1916C  72. 
S4  So.  848,  97  A.  S.  B.  17;  State  v. 
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owner,  but  that  a  aubsequent  conversion  by  Uie  taker  has  such  effect, 
and  will  therefore  constitute  larceny  when  accompanied  by  a  felo- 
nious intent,^*  the  general  rule  is  that  the  intent  must  exist  at  the 
time  of  the  taking,**  it  being  said  that  if  the  taking  or  obtaining 
possession  of  the  property  was  lawful,  the  crime  is  not  committed 
by  a  subsequent  conversion,  however  fraudulent  it  may  be.**  But 
a  refusal  to  charge  in  acxsordance  with  this  rule  has  been  held  not 
to  be  prejudicial  error,  where  the  evidence  permits  but  one  inference, 
viz.,  that  the  defendant  intended  to  appn^riate  the  subject  of  the 
alleged  larceny  at  the  time  he  received  it.**  It  is  immaterial  at  what 
precise  moment  of  time,  during  the  transaction,  the  felonious  inten- 
tion was  first  formed  of  taking  and  holding  the  money  against  the 
consent  of  the  owner;  whenever  it  was  formed  and  executed,  animo 
furandi,  by  carrying  it  off,  that  moment  the  offender  became  a  tres- 
passer, and  was  guilty  of  larceny.*' 

29.  Good  Faith  on  Part  of  Taker. — One  who  takes  property  under 
fair  color  of  claim  or  title  and  in  the  honest  belief  of  owner^ip  and 
of  a  right  to  its  possession  is  not  guilt?  of  larceny,  even  though  he  is 
mistaken,  as  in  such  a  case  the  felonious  intent  is  lacking;  *"  and 

13.  Wilson  T.  State,  96  Ark.  148,  Notes:  57  Am.  Deo.  275  ;  88  A.  S. 
131  S.  W.  336,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  339  R;  601;  41  L.R.A.(N.S.)  556. 

and  note,  41  L.R.A.(N.S.)  549;  State  16.  Wilson  v.  State,  96  Ark.  148, 

V.  Coombs,  56  Me.  477,  92  Am.  Dec.  131  S.  W.  336,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  339 

610  and  note.  and  note,  41  L.R.A.  549;  People  v. 

Note:  88  A..S.  R.  601.  Call,  1  Denio  (N.  Y.)  120,  43  Am. 

14.  Hoibrook  v.  State,  107  Ala.  154,  Dec.  655  and  note ;  Rex  v.  Charlewood, 
18  So.  109,  54  A.  S.  B.  65  and  note;  1  Leach  C.  C.  409,  3  Rev.  Rep.  706,  8 
Wilson  V.  State,  96  Ark.  148,  131  S.  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  81. 

W.  336,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  339  and  Notes:  57  Am.  Dec.  275  ;  88  A.  S. 

note,  41  L.R.A.(N.S.)  549;  Doss  v.  R.  601. 

People,  158  111.  660,  41  N.  E.  1093,  49  16.  People  v.  MiUer,  169  N.  Y.  339, 

A.  S.  R.  180;  People  v.  CaU,  1  Denio  62  N.  E.  418,  88  A.  S.  B.  646  and 

{N.  Y.)  120,  43  Am.  Dec.  655  and  note. 

note;  State  v.  Ruffin,  164  N.  C.  416,  17.  State  v.  Anderson,  25  Hinn.  66, 

79  S.  E.  417,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  852  ;  33  Am.  Rep.  455. 

Dignowitty  v.  State,  17  Tex.  521,  67  18.  Wilson  v.  Stote,  96  Ark.  148, 

Am.  Dec.  670  and  note;  Billard  v.  131  S.  W.  336,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  339, 

State,  30  Tex.  367,  94  Am.  Dec.  317  41  L.R.A.(N.S.)  549  and  note;  Dean 

and  note;  Quitzow  v.  State,  1  Tex.  v.  State,  41  Fla.  291,  26  So.  638,  79 

App.  47,  28  Am.  Rep.  396;  Reed  v.  A.  S.  R.  186  and  note;  Higginbotham 

State,  8  Tex.  App.  40,  34  Am.  Rep.  v.  State,  42  Fla.  573,  29  So.  410,  89 

732  and  note;  Morrison  v.  State,  17  A.  S.  E.  237  and  note;  Causey  v. 

Tex.  App.  34,  50  Am.  Rep.  120;  Long  State,  79  Oa.  564,  5  S.  E.  121,  11  A. 

V.  State,  39  Tex.  Crim.  461,  46  S.  W.  S.  R.  447;  People  v.  Slayton,  123 

821,  73  A.  S.  R.  954;  Blunt  v.  Com.,  Mich.  397,  82  N.  W.  205,  81  A.  8.  B. 

4  Leigh  (Va.)  689,  26  Am.  Dec.  341;  211  and  note;  State  v.  Homes,  17  Mo. 

Stoddard  v.  State,  132  Wis.  520,  112  379,  67  Am.  Deo.  269  and  note;  State 

N.  W.  453,  13  Ann.  Cas.  1211;  Bex  v.  WUUams,  95  Mo.  247,  8  S.  W.  217, 

V.  Charlewood,  1  Leach  C.  G.  409,  3  6  A.  S.  R.  46  and  note;  People  v.  Moss. 

Rev.  Bep.  706,  8  Eng.  Bid.  Cas.  81.  187  N.  Y.  410,  80  N.  E.  383,  10  Ann. 
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the  same  principle  applies  in  the  case  of  one  acting  under  the  belief 
that  he  is  a  part  owner,'*  or  where  the  taking  is  in  behalf  of  another 
whom  the  taker  believes  to  be  the  true  owner,"  or  where  ho  sells 
the  property  of  another  under  a  belief  of  ownership.'  And  one  who 
assists  another  in  taking  property,  honestly  believing  such  party  has 
a  right  thereto,  is  not  guilty  of  larceny."  Where,  however,  a  person 
contrary  to  the  advice  of  an  attorney  took  property  from  the  pos- 
session of  another  holding  a  lien  on  it  he  was  held  to  be  guilty  of 
that  offensei*  and  the  question  of  criminal  liability  is  not  altered  by 
the  fact  that  the  property  thus  taken  is  ultimately  lost  through  the 
taker's  n^ligence,*  or  even  though  he  may  subsequently,  on  dis- 
covering that  he  was  mistaken,  convert  the  property  to  his  own  use.* 
The  publicity  of  the  taking  is  said  to  be  very  powerful  evidence  of 
the  good  faith  'of  the  claim,*  and  whether  the  claim  was  in  good  faith 
is  ordinarily  a  question  for  the  jury  to  determine.'  But  it  has  been 
held  that  the  accused  is  not  bound  to  satisfy  the  jury  that  he  took 
the  property  in  question  under  an  honest,  through  mistaken,  belief 
as  to  ownership;  and  a  charge  to  the  jury  to  that  effect  constitutes 
reversible  error  although  it  is  also  charged  that  the  sta^e  must  satisfy 
the  jury  of  the  guilt  of  the  defendant  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt.^ 
The  state,  and  not  the  accused,  in  a  prosecution  for  larceny,  has  the 
burden  of  proof  as  to  whether  the  taking  oi  pmpexty  is  under  an 
honest  claim  of  right' 

50.  Temporary  Appropriation. — The  rule,  as  generally  stated,  is 
that  there  must  be  an  intent  wholly  and  permanently  to  deprive  the 
owner  of  his  propw^,'*  and  that  it  is  not  larceny  to  take  a  thing 
for  a  temporary  purpose  with  a  bona  fide  intention  of  returning  it,'' 

Cas.  309  and  note,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  Note:  41  L.R.A.(N.S.)  554. 

528:  Billard  v.  State,  30  Tex.  367,  94  8.  State  v.  Weekert,  17  S.  D.  202, 

Am.  Dec.  317  and  note.  95  N.  W.  924,  2  Ann.  Cas.  191  and 

Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  604.  note. 

19.  Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  604.  9.  Note:  41  L.R.A.(N.S.)  554. 

20.  Dean  v.  State,  41  Fla.  291,  26  10.  State  v.  Coonabs,  55  Me.  477,  92 
So.  638,  79  A.  S.  R.  186  and  note;  Am.  Dec.  610;  Valley  Mercantile  Co. 
People  V.  Slayton,  123  Mich.  397,  82  v.  St.  Paul  Fire,  etc.,  Ins.  Co.,  49 
N.  W.  205,  81  A.  S.  R.  211  and  note.  Mont.  430,  143  Pac  569,  Ann.  Cas. 

Note:  41  L.R.A.(N.S.)  554.  1916A  1126  and  note,  L.R.A.1915B 

1.  Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  604.  327;  State  v.  South,  28  N.  J.  L.  28, 

2.  Note:  41  L.R.A.(N.S.)  554.  75  Am.  Dec.  250  and  note;  Wilson  v. 

3.  Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  604.  State,  18  Tex.  App.  270,  61  Am.  Bep. 

4.  Billard  v.  State,  30  Tex.  367,  94  309  and  note. 

Am.  Dec.  317  and  note.  Notes:  57  Am.  Dee.  275;  Ann.  Cas. 

6.  Wilson  V.  State,  96  Ark.  148, 131  1916C  69. 

S.  W.  336,  Arm.  Cas.  1912B  S39,  4l  11.  State  v.  Ryan,  12  Nev.  401,  28 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  549  and  note.  Am.  Rep.  802;  State  v.  South,  28  N. 

6.  Causey  v.  State,  79  Oa.  664,  6  J.  L.  28,  75  Am.  Dec.  250  and  note. 
8.  E.  121, 11  A.  S.  R.  447.  Notes:  88  A.  S.  B.  606  ;  52  L.R.A. 

7.  Wilson  V.  State,  18  Tex.  App.  (N.S.)  1014;  Ann.  Cas.  1916C  69. 
270,  61  Am.  Rep.  309  and  note. 
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or  of  paying  for  it.^'  This  is  illustrated  by  ttie  case  of  taiking  a 
horse  merely  to  use  it  for  the  purpose  of  riding  to  a  certain  place 
and  then  to  return  or  perhaps  abandon  the  horse  but  with  no  inten- 
tion to  appropriate  it  permanently,"  although  where  the  horse  is 
taken  with  the  felonious  intent  permanently  to  deprive  the  owner 
of  the  animal  and  is,  for  some  reason,  subsequently  abandoned  the 
taker  may  then  be  guilty  of  larceny.'*  In  some  cases,  however,  the 
courts  have  not  limited  the  intent  to  that  of  a  permanent  appropria- 
tion of  the  property,  but  state  that  it  may  be  either  a  permanent 
or  a  temporary  deprivation.'*  Various  other  instances  of  temporary 
taking,  which  is  without  a  criminal  intent  and  therefore  does  not 
constitute  larceny,  are  taking  in  a  spirit  of  mischief  or  fun  with 
the  intent  of  returning  the  thing  taken  to  the  owner,  taking  from 
a  drunken  man  to  save  him  from  loss,  etc.'* 

31.  Taking  and  Holding  for  Reward. — It  is  sufficient  if  the  prc^- 
erty  is  taken  and  carried  away  witii  the  intent  to  appropriate  any 
pecuniary  right  or  interest  therein."  Therefore  the  wrongful  taking 
and  carrying  ^way  of  ttie  property  of  another,  without  his  consent, 
with  intent  to  conceal  it  until  ticie  owner  offers  a  reward  for  its  return, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  reward,  is  larceny.^*  Thus 
it  has  been  held  tiiat  one  who  takes  a  horse  trospaaaing  on  his  land, 
with  intent  to  conceal  it  either  until  the  owner  shall  offer  a  reward 
and  then  to  return  it  and  cleum  the  reward,  or  until  the  owner  may 
be  induced  to  sell  it  for  less  than  its  value,  commits  larceny.'*  There 
is  another  rule,  however,  to  the  effect  that  if  one  person  takes  the 
property  of  another  with  intent  to  hold  it  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing a  reward  for  its  return,  though  without  any  intention  of  depriving 
the  owner  of  it  permanently,  and  with  intent  to  return  it  in  case 
no  reward  is  offered,  no  crime  has  been  committed;**  but  if  the 
property  of  another  is  taken  with  intent,  on  the  part  of  the  taker, 
to  retain  it  until  he  is  paid  a  reward  for  its  restoration  to  its  owner 
and  in  the  event  of  not  receiving  such  reward,  not  to  return  it  at 

12.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916C  69.  Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  606. 

13.  Carroll  v.  State,  50  Tex.  Crim.  18.  Slaughter  v.  State,  113  Ga.  284, 
485,  98  S.  W.  859,  123  A.  S.  R.  851,  38  S.  E.  854,  84  A.  S.  R.  242;  Berry 
14  Ann.  Cas.  426.  v.  State,  31  Ohio  SU  219,  27  Am.  Rep. 

Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  607.  606. 

14.  State  V.  Davis,  38  N.  J.  L.  176,  Notes:  52  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1016;  Ann. 
20  Am.  Rep.  3G7;  Carroll  v.  State,  50  Cas.  1916C  72. 

Tex.  Crim.  485,  98  S.  W.  859,  123  A,  19,  Com.  v.  Mason,  105  Mass.  163, 
8.  R.  851,  14  Ann.  Cos.  426.  7  Am.  Rep.  507. 

15.  Frazier  v.  State,  85  Ala.  17,  4  20.  Dunn  v.  State,  34  Tex.  Crim. 
So.  691,  7  A.  S.  R.  21.  257,  30  S.  W.  227,  63  A.  S.  R.  714 

16.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916C  71,         and  note. 

17.  Slaiiphtcr  V.  State,  113  Ga.  284, 
38  S.  E.  854,  84  A.  S.  R.  242. 
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ally  the  taking  is  larceny.*  As  to  whether  the  finder  of  lost  goods 
commits  larceny  in  withholding  them  from  the  known  owner,  in 
expectation,  of  receiving  a  reward,  the  courts  are  not  agreed.  In 
some  cases  it  has  been  held  that  the  finder  is  not  guilty  under  such 
circumstances; '  but  a  contrary  view  has  been  taken  by  other  courts.* 

III.  Subjects  09  Labcsny  Gsnsballt 

32.  In  General. — Generally  speaking  in  order  to  establish  the  crime 
the  thing  stolen  must  be  of  some  value,*  and  therefore  it  is  said  that 
it  is  not  larceny  to  take  a  forged  bank  bill,  because  it  is  a  thing  of 
no  value.*  However,  the  thing  taken  need  not  be  of  value  to  the 
thief.  It  is  enough  if  the  own&r  has  been  deprived  of  a  valuable 
thing.*  The  smallest  value  is  of  course  sufficient  to  constitute  simple 
larceny,  and  the  actual  value  of  the  article  is  of  no  importance  except 
as  it  may  be  necessary  to  fix  the  degree  of  the  crime.'  Neither  is 
it  neceasEiry  that  the  article  have  a  market  value,  and  accordingly  a 
pistol  is  the  subject  of  larceny  although  by  law  its  sale  is  forbidden.* 

33.  Bills,  Notes,  Checks,  Orders,  and  Railroad  Ticket8.--Generally 
speaking  any  personalty  recognized  by  law  as  property  may  be  the 
subject  of  larceny,*  though  at  common  law  things  which  were  not 
considered  goods  or  chattels  but  merely  tne  evidence  or  representa- 
tion of  property  were  not  in  this  category."  Therefore  it  was  uni- 
versally agreed  that  there  could  be  no  theft  of  choses  in  action," 
such  as  promissory  notes  "  and  bank  notea.*'  But  by  statute  promis- 

1.  Dnnn  v.  State,  34  Tez.  Crira.  257,  797.   See  sapra,  par.  3. 

30  S.  W.  227,  58  A.  8.  R.  714  aod  8.  Oaborns  t.  State,  115  Tenn.  717, 

note.  92  8.  W.  853,  5  Ann.  Cas.  797. 

Note:  88  A.  S.  B.  606.  9.  State  v.  Wilson,  63  Ore.  344, 127 

2.  Note:  20  Ann.  Cas.  1385.  As  to  Pac.  980,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  646. 
laieeny  of  lost  and  abandoned  proper-  Note :  88  A.  8.  B.  586. 

ty,  see  infra,  par.  39  et  seq.  10.  Calraitine   v.    State,   50  Tex. 

3.  Slaughter  v.  State,  113  Oa.  284^  Grim.  154,  94  S.  W.  1061,  123  A.  S. 
38  S.  E.  854.  84  A.  8.  B.  242;  Com.  v.  R.  837. 

Mason,  105  Mass.  163, 7  Am.  Rep.  507.     Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  686. 
Note:  20  Ann.  Ga&  1385.  11.  Culp  v.  State,  1  Port  (Ala.) 

4.  State  V.  Smart,  4  Rich.  L.  (8.  33,  26  Am.  Dee.  357;  Com.  v.  Mess- 
C.)  356,  66  Am.  Dec.  683;  Tought  v.  inger,  1  Bin.  (Pa.)  273,  2  Am.  Deo. 
State,  135  Wis.  6, 114  N.  W.  618,  646,  441:  Warner  v.  Com.,  1  Pa.  St.  154, 
128  A.  8.  R.  1008,  32  LJt.A.(N.S.)  44  Am.  Dec  114  and  note. 

234  and  note.  Notes:  41  Am.  Dee.  457;  88  A.  S. 

5.  State  T.  Smart,  4  lUch.  L.  (S.  C.)  R.  586. 

S56,  55  Am.  Dec  683.  12.  Woisham   v.   State,   66  Tex. 

6.  State  V.  Doepke,  68  Ma  208,  30  Grim.  253,  120  8.  W.  439,  18  Ann. 
Am.  Rep.  786.  Cas.  134. 

Notes:  57  Am.  Dee.  276  ;  88  A.  8.  Notes:  88  A.  S.  ^  586;  128  A.  S. 
B.  694.  B.  1016. 

7.  State  V.  Doepke,  68  Mo.  208,  30  13.  Gulp  v.  State,  1  Port  (Ala.) 
Am:  Bep.  785;  Osborne  v.  Btata,  115  33,  26  Am'.  Dee.  357. 

Tenn.  717,  92  8.  W.  853,  6  Ann.  Cas.     Note:  88  A.  S.  B  586. 
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sory  notes  are  now  quite  generally  mode  the  subject  of  larceny;** 
and  while  bank  notes  are  now  almost  universally  deemed  to  be  goods 
and  chattels  at  common  law,'*  still  in  many  jurisdictions  there  are 
statutes  specifically  making  it  larceny  to  steal  them,"  In  construing 
such  a  statute  it  has  been  held  to  apply  to  redeemed  bank  notes  while 
they  are  in  the  possession  of  the  issuing  bank.''  But  it  has  been 
held  that  bank  nof«s  do  not  come  within  the  meaning  of  a  statute 
making  it  larceny  to  steal  a  promissory  note.'*  Thei;e  was  no  such 
thing  known  to  the  common  law  as  the  larceny  of  a  check  as  such. 
It  is  true,  an  indictment  would  lie  for  the  larceny  of  a  check  as  a 
piece  of  paper  of  the  value  of  a  fractional  part  of  a  penny,  but  as 
a  valuable  piece  of  prop^y,  representing  the  dollars  which  it  named, 
a  check  was  not  the  subject  of  larceny.  To  remedy  this  evil,  statutes 
have  been  enacted  which  expressly  make  it  larceny  to  steal  checks;  " 
so  that  the  theft  of  an  undelivered  check  is  larceny  to  the  same  extent 
as  the  theft  of  the  amount  of  money  represented  by  the  check  would 
be,***  for  an  undelivered  and  unindorsed  check,  although  of  no  value 
to  the  taker,  is  of  value  to  the  payee.'  At  common  law  town  or 
county  orders  were  not  the  subject  of  larceny  and  it  has  been  held 
that  diey  do  not  come  within  the  purview  of  a  statute  applicable 
to  bills  of  exchange,*  though  statutes  have  been  {wssed  changing  the 
common  law  in  this  respect.'  A  railroad  ticket  which  has  been  regu- 
larly issued,  so  that  in  its  condition  when  taken  it  would  entitle 
the  holder  to  the  amount  of  transportation  therein  repreeented,  is  a 
subject  of  larceny,^  though  it  has  been  held  otherwise  as  to  tickets 
which  have  not  been  stamped  or  dated  so  as  to  make  them  available 
for  tran^ortation.*  However,  it  has  been  held  that  unissued  railroad 


14.  Calp  v.  State,  1  Port.  (Ala.)  Crim.  263,  120  S.  W.  439,  18  Ann. 

33,  26  Am.  Dec.  357;  People  v.  Call,  Cas.  134. 

1  Denio  (N.  Y.)  120,  43  Am.  Dec.  655  20.  Woraham   v.   State,  56  Tex. 

and  note;  Calentine  v.  State,  50  Tex.  Crim.  253,  120  S.  W.  439,  18  Ann. 

Crim.  154,  94  S.  W.  1061,  123  A.  S.  Caa.  134. 

R.  837;  Vought  v.  State,  135  Wis.  6,  1.  State  v.  McCIellan,  82  Vt.  361, 

114  N.  W.  518,  646,  128  A.  S.  R.  73  Atl.  993,  23  UR.A.{N.S.)  1063. 

1008,  32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  234.  2.  Warner  v.  Com.,  1  Pa.  St.  154, 

Notes:  88  A.  S.  R.  686;  128  A.  S.  44  Am.  Dec.  114  and  note. 

R.  1016.  3.  Vought  V.  State,  136  Wis.  6,  114 

16.  Com.  T.  Rand,  7  Mete.  (Mass.)  N.  W.  518,  646, 128  A.  S.  B.  1008,  32 

475,  41  Am.  Dec.  455.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  234  and  note. 

Note:  88  A.  S.  B.  686.  4.  Patrick  v.  State,  50  Tex.  Crim. 

16.  Ex  parte  Prince,  27  Fla.  196,  9  496,  98  S.  W.  840,  123  A.  8.  B.  861, 
So.  669,  26  A.  S.  R.  67;  Enson  ▼.  14  Ann.  Cas.  177  and  note. 

State,  68  Fla.  37,  50  So.  948,  138  A.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  649. 

S.  B.  92,  18  Ann.  Cas.  940.  6.  Patrick  v.  State,  50  Tex.  Crim. 

17.  Com.  V.  Rand,  7  Hete.  (Mass.)  496,  98  S.  W.  840,  123  A.  S.  R.  861, 

476,  41  Am.  Dec.  465.  14  Ann.  Cas.  177  and  note;  McCar- 

18.  Cnlp  V.  State,  1  Pori^  (AIs.)  ty  v.  Stete,  1  Wash.  377,  26  Fae.  299, 
33,  26  Am.  Dee.  357.  22  A.  8.  B.  152. 

19.  Worsham   v.   Stete,   56   Tex.  Koto:  88  A.  8.  B.  566. 
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tickets  in  the  hands  of  an  agent  of  &e  lailroad  company  aro  the 
subject  of  larceny,  under  a  statute  which  specifically  made  it  a  crime 
to  steal  such  tickets.  It  was  also  intimated  that  they  would  come 
within  the  purview  of  a  statute  making  it  larceny  to  steal  goods  and 
chattels.* 

34.  Animsis  Gnierally^Domestio  animals  are  as  a  nile  the  sub- 
jects of  tbeft,^  but  not  animals  ferae  naturae  while  in  thmr  natural 
etate.^  The  term  animals  ferae  naturae  has  been  held  to  include 
doves  while  beyond  the  control  of  the  owner  for  the  reason  that  they 
often  mix  in  large  flocks  witii  the  doves  of  other  persons,  and  are 
free  tenants  of  the  air,  except  when,  impelled  by  hunger  or  habit, 
or  the  production  or  preservation  of  their  young,  they  se^  the  shelter 
prepared  for  them  by  their  owner.*  When  animcds  ferae  naturae 
are  reclaimed,  confined' or  dead,  they  are  property  and  subjects  of 
larceny .1*  Thus  fish  are  reclaimed  when  they  ai«  inclosed  in  a  net, 
or  in  any  other  inclosed  place  which  is  private  property,  from  which 
they  may  be  taken  at  any  time  at  the  pleasure  of  the  owner  of  the 
net  or  inclosure.^^  Likewise  when  clams  or  oysters  are  transplanted 
in  a  bed  where  none  grew  naturally,  and  &e  bed  is  so  marked  out  by 
stakes  as  to  show  that  Uiey  are  in  the  possesdon  of  a  private  owner, 
they  are  reclaimed  within  the  rule  stated  above.  ^*  While  bees  in 
the  possession  of  the  owner  are  the  subject  of  larceny,  still  the  owner- 
ship of  wild  bees  in  a  tree  is  not  of  such  a  nature  as  will  make  it 
larceny  for  one,  not  the  owner  of  the  tree,  to  take  them.'*  At  com- 
mon law,  animals  of  a  base  nature — that  is,  not  fit  for  food — such 
as  cats,  foxes,  monkeys  and  ferrets,  were  not  the  subject  of  theft;  ^* 
and  this  was  so  even  tiiough  such  animals  had  been  reclaimed,** 
or  were  confined  or  dead.^*  But  according  to  modem  opinion  tiie 
true  criterion  is  the  value  of  the  animal,  whether  for  food  of  man, 
for  its  fur,  or  otherwise,*' 

6.  State  V.  Wilson,  63  Ore.  344,  127  66  N.  E.  875,  60  L.R.A.  481. 

Pac.  980,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  646.  12.  State  v,  Taylor,  27  N.  J.  L.  117, 

7.  Notes:  67  Am.  Dec.  277  ;  88  A.  72  Am.  Dec  347;  People  v.  Morrison, 
S,  R.  587.  194  N.  Y.  176,  86  N.  E.  1120,  128  A. 

8.  Stote  T.  Honse,  65  N.  C.  315,  6  S.  a  552. 

Am.  Rep.  744.  Note :  88  A.  S.  R.  587. 

Notes:  57  Am.  Dee.  277;  65  A.  S.     13.  State  v.  Repp,  104  la.  305,  73 

R.  465;  88  A.  S.  R.  587.  N.  W.  829,  65  A.  8.  R.  463,  40  L.R.A. 

9.  Com.  V.  Chace,  9  Piek.  (Mass.)  687  and  note. 

15,  19  Am.  Deo.  348.  Note:  65  A.  S.  B.  465. 

.  Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  687.  14.  Norton  v.  Ladd,  6  N.  H.  203,  20 

10.  Haywood  v.  State,  41  Ark.  479,  Am.  Dec.  673. 

47  Am.  Rep.  765  note;  State  v.  House,     Note:  88  A.  8.  B.  687. 
65  N.  C.  316,  6  Am.  Rep.  744;  State     16.  Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  587. 
V.  Shaw,  67  Ohio  St.  167,  66  N.  E.     16.  Norton  v.  Ladd,  5  N.  H.  203,  20 
875,  60  LJt.A.  481.  Am.  Dec.  673. 

Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  587.  17.  State  v.  House,  66  N.  a  315,  6 

11.  State  T.  Shaw,  67  Ohio  St  167,  Am.  Rep.  744. 
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35.  Dogi.— By  the  old  comnuMi  law,  larceny  oonld  not  be  commit- 
ted of  a  dog.  The  reasons  assigned  for  this  were  the  baseness  of  the 
nature  of  such  creature ;  that  it  was  k^t  for  mere  whim  and  pleasure; 
that,  being  imfit  for  food,  it  was  of  no  intrinsic  value;  and  that 
the  penalty  for  the  felony  of  larceny  was  too  severe  to  apply  for  the 
stealing  of  so  contemptible  a  creature.**  Under  the  zoaBoning  satis- 
factory at  that  day,  it  was  larceny  to  steal  a  tame  hawk,  but  not 
larceay  to  steal  a  tame  dc^,  althou^  it  was  larcoiy  to  steal  the 
hide  of  a  dead  dog.'*  The  common  law  rule  was  applicable  although 
a  dog  was  considered  for  other  purposes  to  be  cap£d>le  of  ownership 
and  to  be  a  thing  of  value ; "  and  the  fact  that  the  right  of  property 
in  a  dog  was  protected  by  civil  remedies  did  not  change  the  rule.^ 
The  reason  for  the  outlawry  of  dogs  in  favor  of  thieves  can  hardly 
be  regarded  as  peranasive  at  this  day,  and  snch  crude  (^plication  of 
the  principles  of  the  common  law  must  yield  to  common  sense.  The 
fitness  of  an  animal  for  food  is  not  the  only  teet  of  its  value  to  man- 
kind; its  capacity  for  useful  service  in  other  ways  is  often  the  real 
test  of  value.  Nor  is  the  fact  that  an  animal  is  kept  for  the  whim 
and  pleasure  of  its  owner  any  sort  of  reason  for  holding  that  it  can- 
not be  the  subject  of  larceny."  Accordingly  the  rule  of  the  e.orly 
common  law  has  not  been  generally  followed,  and  at  the  present 
time  dogs  are  usually  considered  to  be  the  subject  of  larceny.*  The 
early  common  law  rule  in  this  respect  was  very  technical  and  was 
without  any  sound  basis  to  rest  on,  and  while  the  strict  common  law 


18.  Ward  v.  State,  48  Ala.  161,  17  1.  State  v.  Lymua,  26  Ohio  St.  400, 
Am.  Rep.  31;  State  v.  Soward,  83  20  Am.  Rep.  772;  State  v.  Langford, 
Ark.  264,  103  S.  W.  741,  119  A.  S.  R.  55  S.  C.  322,  33  S.  E.  370,  74  A.  S.  R. 
136, 13  Ann.  Cas.  79, 11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  746. 

1117;  State  v.  Doe,  79  Ind.  9,  41  Am.     Note:  88  A.  S.  B.  588. 

Rep.  599;  Harrington  v.  Miles,  11     2.  SUte  v.  Langford,  55  S.  C.  322, 

Kan.  480,  15  Am.  Rep.  355;  Norton  33  S.  E.  370,  74  A.  S.  R.  346. 

V.  Ladd,  6  N.  H.  20^  20  Am.  Dee.     3.  Haywood  v.  State,  41  Ark.  479, 

573;  State  v.  Holder,  81  N.  G.  627,  31  47  Am.  Rep.  765  and  note;  State  v. 

Am.  Rep.  517;  State  v.  Lymns,  26  Soward,  83  Ark.  264,  103  S.  W.  741, 

Ohio  St.  400,  20  Am.  Rep.  772;  State  119  A.  S.  B.  136,  13  Ann.  Caa.  79,  11 

V.  Langford,  55  S.  C.  322,  33  S.  E.  L.R.A.(N.S.}  1117;  Hamby  v.  Sam- 

370,  74  A.  S.  Kw  746.  son,  105  la.  U2,  74  N.  W.  918,  67  A. 

Notes:  40  Am.  Rep.  81;  67  A.  S.  R.  S.  B.  285,  40  LJLA.  508;  Harrington 
290  ;  88  A.  S.  R.  588  ;  40  L.RA..  514;  v.  Miles,  U  Kan.  480,  15  Am.  Rep. 
13  Ann.  Cas.  81.  355;  State  v.  Brown,  9  Baxt.  (Teun.) 

19.  State  V.  Langford,  55  S.  C.  322,  53,  40  Am.  Rep.  81;  Hurley  v.  State, 
33  S.  E.  370,  74  A.  S.  R.  746.  30  Tex.  App.  333,  17  S.  W.  455,  28- 

20.  Ward  t.  State,  48  Ala.  161,  17  A.  S.  R.  916. 

Am.  Rep.  31;  State  v.  Doe,  79  Ind.  Notes:  67  A.  S.  Rv  297  ;  88  A.  S.  R. 
9,  41  Am.  Rep.  509;  Harrington  v.  588. 

Miles,  11  Kan.  480, 15  Am.  Rep.  355;     As  to  the  modem  conception  of  doga 
State  V.  Langford,  55  S.  C.  322,  33  S.  as  property,  see  Aniuals,  vol.  1,  p. 
E.  370,  74  A.  8.  R.  746.  1114. 
Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  588. 
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definition  of  goods  and  <ihattels  would  not  include  dogs,  l^e  courts 
have  declined  to  adopt  that  rule  but  have  held  that  the  common 
understanding  of  the  meaning  of  such  words  would  be  reeorted  to, 
and  ihak  in  such  view  dogs  are  clearly  chattels.* 

36.  Real  Estate  and  Things  Incident  Thereto.— From  an  earlj 
period  in  English  jurisprudence,  it  has  been  the  rule  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  stable  and  permanent  nature  of  real  estate,  an  injiu7 
to  it  is  not  indictable  at  common  law ;  and  therefore  it  is  not  larceny 
to  steal  any  thing  adhering  to  the  soil>  If  there  was  a  severance, 
and  the  severing  and  carrying  away  was  by  one  contdnuous  act,  it 
amounted  merely  to  a  trespass.*  But  where  the  severing  and  carry- 
ing away  constituted  two  transactions,  the  object  severed  might  become 
a  subject  of  larceny.^  The  law  requires  only  that  the  acts  of  sever- 
ance and  asportation  should  be  distinct,  and  not  one  continuous  act. 
It  is  not  necessary  therefore  that  the  one  act  should  be  done  to-day 
and  the  other  to-morrow  to  make  them  distinct.  If  the  severance  is 
completed  and  the  goods  are  carried  away,  not  immediately,  but  after 
such  lapse  of  time  as  to  make  the  asportation  a  distinct  and  not  con- 
tinued act,  the  offense  is  complete.  And  no  particular  time  is  neces- 
sary ;  all  that  is  required  is  that  the  two  acts  be  so  separated  by  time 
as  not  to  constitute  one  transaction.^  Thus  if  the  property,  after 
being  detached,  is  left  on  the  freehold  for  a  moment,  it  is  personalty 
and  may  be  stolen ;  but  if  it  is  kept  in  the  hands  of  the  thief  until 
he  leaves  the  premises,  it  is  still  a  part  of  the  realty,  and  only  a 
trespass  has  been  committed.*  In  applying  the  general  rule  it  has 
been  held  that  marl,  being  a  kind  of  earth  or  mineral,  and  in  its 
natural  state  a  part  of  the  freehold,  is  not  subject  of  larceny  unless 
previously  dug  up  or  severed  from  the  land ;  and  that  crude  turpen- 
tine while  part  of  the  tree  is  not  a  subject  of  larceny,  but  becomes 
such  when  collected  into  boxes  cut  into  the  tree.^^   Larceny  cannot 

4.  Hamby  t.  Samson,  105  la.  112,  Atl.  302,  19  Ann.  Cas.  682;  Smith  v. 
74  N.  W.  918,  67  A.  S.  B.  285,  40  Com.,  14  Bush  (Ky.)  31,  29  Am.  Rep. 
L.R.A.  508;  State  v.  Brown,  9  Baxt.  402. 

(Tenn.)  53,  40  Am.  R«p.  81.  Notes:  88  A.  S.  R.  689,  590;  49 

Notes:  67  A.  S.  R.  297;  88  A.  S.  R.  L.R.A.{N.S.)  965. 
588;  40  Ii.R.A.  514;  13  Ann.  Cas.  81.      8.  State  v.  Klinkenberg,  76  Wash. 

5.  State  V.  Fox,  83  Conn.  286,  76  466,  136  Pac.  692,  Ann.  Caa.  1915D 
Atl.  302,  19  Ann.  Cas.  682;  Harberger  468,  49  L.R.A.(N.S.)  965. 

V.  State,  4  Tex.  App.  26,  30  Am.  Rep.      9.  Smith  v.  Com.,  14  Bash  (Ky.) 

157  and  note;  State  v.  Klinkenberg,  31,  29  Am.  Rep.  402. 

76  Wash.  466, 136  Pae.  692,  Ann.  Cas.      Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  590. 

1915D  468,  49  L.R.A.(N.S.)  965  and      10.  Ogden  v.  Riley,  14  N.  J.  L.  186, 

note.  25  Am.  Dec.  513. 

Notes:  57  Am.  Dec.  277;  88  A.  S.      Note:  49  L.R.A.(N.S.)  067. 
B.  589,  590;  49  L.R.A.(N.S.)  968.         11.  Dickens  v.  State,  142  Ala.  49,  39 

6.  Notes:   88   A.   S.   R.   590;   49  So.  14, 110  A.  S.  R.  17. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  965.  Notes:  57  Am.  Dec.  277;  49  L.RA, 

7.  State  V.  Fox,  83  Conn.  286,  76  (N.S.)  966. 
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be  committed  of  trees  when  growing,  or  when  severed  and  instantlv 
carried  off ;  "  nor  of  growing  fruit;  but  cut  cordwood  is  personalty 
and  may  be  stolen.**  The  modem  tendency  is  to  confine  these  rules; 
within  the  narrowest  possible  limits.  And  it  has  been  held  that 
the  rule  that  the  severance  and  carrying  away  of  personal  properly 
annexed  to  real  estate  must  be  separated  by  time,  so  as  not  to  con- 
stitute one  transaction,  does  not  apply  to  articles  which  do  not  adhere 
to  the  freehold  and  which  may  be  removed  without  injury,**  but 
applies  only  to  things  issuing  out  of  or  growing  on  the  land  and 
such  as  adhere  to  the  freehold.^*  Undoubtedly,  the  modern  and  true 
rule  is  that  he  who,  by  his  wrongful  act,  converts  a  fixture  into 
personal  property,  and  then  with  larcenous  intent  forthwith  carries 
it  away  without  fiie  consent  of  the  owner,  may  be  rightfully  convicted 
of  larceny.*'  Thus  the  simultaneous  removal  and  carrying  away 
of  rails  from  a  fence,  with  larcenous  intent,  and  without  the  owner's 
oonsrat,  is  theft.**  Likewise  it  is  larceny  to  steal  chandeliers  which 
are  attached  to  a  house,*'  or  a  key  in  the  lock  of  a  door.™  Many 
things  which  are  not  the  subject  of  larceny  at  common  law  have 
become  so  under  statutes,  either  by  express  designation  or  by  con- 
struction. Thus  by  statutes  it  has  been  made  larceny  to  steal  manure, 
minerals,  trees  standing  or  fallen,  crops  growing  or  mature,  fruit  and 
other  things  annexed  to  the  land.* 

37.  Water,  Gas  and  Electricity. — There  is  nothing  in  the  nature  of 
gas  used  for  illuminating  purpt^es  which  renders  it  incapable  of  being 
feloniously  taken  and  carried  away.  It  is  a  valuable  article  of  mer- 
chandise, bought  and  sold  like  other  personal  property,  susceptible  of 
being  severed  from  a  mass  or  larger  quantity  and  of  being  transported 
from  place  to  place.*  Likewise  water  which  is  confined  in  pipes  and 
electricity  which  is  conveyed  by  wires  are  subjects  of  larceny.* 

12.  Note:  49  L.B.A.(N.S.)  966.  18.  Harberger  t.  State,  4  Tex.  App. 

13.  Bartlett  v.  Brown,  6  R.  L  37,  2C,  30  Am.  Rep.  157  and  note. 

75  Am.  Dec.  675.  '  19.  Smith  v.  Com.,  14  Bush  (Ky.) 

Notes:  88  A.  S.  E.  590;  49  L.B^.  31,  29  Am.  Rep.  402. 
(N.S.)  967.  Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  589. 

14.  State  V.  Parker,  34  Ark.  158,  20.  Hoskius  v.  Tiiireiice,  5  Blackf. 
:JG  Am.  Rep.  5.  (Ind.)  417,  35  Am.  Dec.  129. 

Note:  49  L.R.A.(N.S.)  967.  Notes:  57  Am.  Dec.  277  ;  49  L.R.A. 

15.  Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  589.  (N.S.)  968. 

16.  Smith  V.  Com.,  14  Bush  (Ky.)  1.  Notes:  57  Am.  Dec.  277;  88  A. 
31.  29  Am.  Rep.  402.  S.  R.  590:  49  L.R.A.(N.S.)  909. 

17.  Junod  V.  State,  73  Neb.  208,  102  2.  Wonds  v.  People,  222  DI.  2ii3,  78 
N.  W.  462,  119  A.  S.  R.  890;  Harber-  N.  E.  607,  113  A.  S.  R.  415,  6  Ann. 
per  V.  State,  4  Tex.  App.  26,  30  Am.  Cas.  736  and  note,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
Kep.  157  and  note;  State  v.  Klinken-  520;  Com.  v.  Shaw,  4  Ailen  (Mass.) 
berg,  76  Wash.  466, 136  Pac.  692,  Ann.  308,  81  Am.  Dec.  706.  See  Gas,  vol. 
Cas.  1915D  468,  49  L.R.A.(N.S.)  965  12.  p.  920. 

(stating  the  rule).  8.  Note:  6  Ann.  Cas.  739. 
Note:  49  L.R.a.(N.S.)  968. 
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38.  Property  Kept  for  Illegal  Purposes. — ^The  fact  that  an  article 
is  kept  for  an  unlawful  purpose,  such  as  intoxicating  liquors  kept  for 
sale  in  violation  of  law,  or  gambling  paraphernalia^  the  possession  of 
which  is  prolubited;^  does  not  affect  its  character  as  property,  and  as 
such  it  is  a  subject  of  larceny.*  The  same  rule  applies  to  a  pistol  or 
other  dangerous  wef^on  which  cannot  be  legally  sold  or  carried.* 

IV.  Lost,  Mislaid  and  Abandoned  Property 

39.  In  General. — Lost  property  uiay  be  defined  to  be  that  which 
the  owner  has  involuntarily  parted  with  through  neglect,  carele»sne.<s 
or  inadvertence.*  According  to  ancient  common  law  authorities  and 
some  early  American  ca^es,  goods  cajiually  lost  were  not  coitsidered  the 
subject  of  larceny  under  any  circumHtauces,'  the  reason  assigned  for 
this  view  being  that  to  constitute  larceny  there  must  be  a  trespass  in 
the  taking,  and  that  there  can  be  no  trespass  unless  the  property  if 
in  the  possession  of  the  owner,  which  is  not  true  of  lost  goods.* 
Those  cases  and  the  reasoning  on  which  they  proceed  have  been 
disapproved  universally  by  the  courts  of  other  jurisdictions.  It  is 
pointed  out  that  the  property  continues  to  be  in  the  loser's  possession. 
con.structively,  and  that  a  taking  away  may  be  a  violation  of  such 
possession  amounting  to  a  trespass.*  The  modem  view,  both  in  thi.- 
country  and  in  England,  is  that  larceny  may  be  committed  of  prop- 
erty which  is  casually  lost  as  well  as  of  that  which  is  not.^**  Tlie 
ancient  rule  that  lost  chattels  were  not  the  subject  of  larceny  proli- 
ably  was  held  to  extend  to  domestic  animals  estray.  Bracton  in 
enumerating  the  things  which  could  not  be  stolen  included  ''animalia 
vagantia  quee  nullus  sequitur,  petit  vel  advocat."  The  modem  view 
is,  however,  that  larceny  may  be  committed  of  estrays  as  well  ai^  of 
other  chattels.*'  And  even  in  the  jurisdiction  which  holds  that  hi.-t 
goods  are  not  the  subject  of  larceny,  an  exception  has  been  made  in  the 
case  of  straying  animals  on  the  theory  of  a  constrdctive  possession  in 

4.  Osborne  v.  State,  115  Tenn.  717,  changed  by  statute,  88  A.  S.  R.  567- 
92  S.  W.  853,  5  Ann.  Caa.  797  and  591  note);  Pritchett  v.  State.  2 
note.  Sneed  (Tenn.)  285,  62  Am.  Dec.  4iib 

Note:  98  Am.  Dee.  135.  and  note. 

5.  Osborne  v.  State,  115  Tenn.  717,      Note:  20  Ann.  Cas.  1380. 
92  S.  W.  853,  5  Ann.  Caa.  797.  8.  Note:  20  Ann.  Cas.  1381. 

6.  Danielson  v.  Roberts,  44  Ore.  9.  Allen  v.  State,  91  Ala.  19,  8  So. 
108,  74  Pac.  913,  102  A.  S.  R.  627  665,  24  A.  S.  K.  856. 

and  note,  65  L.R.A.  526.    See  also  Note:  20  Ann.  Cas.  1381. 

Lost  Property.  10.  Griggs  v.  StHte,  58  Ala.  425,  2.') 

7.  People  V.  Anderson,  14  Johns.  Am.  Rep.  7lj2  and  note;  Kobinsnn  v. 
(N.  Y.)  294,  7  Am.  Dec.  462;  Wright  State,  11  Tex.  App.  403,  4U  Am.  lU-p. 
V.  State,  5  Yerg.  (Tenn.)  154,  26  Ara.  790. 

Dec.    258;    Lawrence    v.    State,    1  Notes:  88  A.  S.  B.  567-591;  20 

Humph.  (Tenn.)  228,  34  Am.  Dec.  644  Ann.  Cas.  1381.  . 

(the   rule   in   Tennessee  has   been  11.  Note:  20  Ann.  Cas.  1381. 
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the  owner."  The  place  where  the  property  is  found  does  not  affect  the 
question  whether  it  is  a  subject  of  larceny.  The  accepted  definition 
of  the  offense  extends  to  the  taking  and  carrying  away  of  goods  from 
any  place.^'  Propertiy  which  has  been  Uirown  away  and  abandoned 
becomes  no  man's  property.  The  former  owner  loses  his  title  fuid  all 
claim  to  it,  and  one  who  finds  it  can  claim  it  as  his  own.  Hence, 
property  which  has  been  abandoned  is  not  the  subject  of  larceny.'^ 
It  is  a  crime  against  the  United  States  to  steal  property  from  a  wrecked 
vessel.**  Property  must  have  been  voluntarily  abandoned  or  the  tak- 
ing may  constitute  larceny.  Thus  it  has  been  held  to  be  larceny  to 
take  clothes  from  a  dead  body  cast  up  by  the  sea,  on  the  ground  that 
they  were  not  voluntarily  abandoned.'*  One  who  receives  property 
from  the  finder  thereof  assumes,  in  legal  contemplation,  by  voluntary 
substitution,  as  to  the  property  and  the  owner,  the  relation  occupied 
by  the  finder,  placing  himself  in  the  hnder's  stead.  In  such  a  case, 
whether  the  person  taking  the  property  is  guilty  must  be  determined 
on  the  same  principles  that  govern  in  the  case  of  the  actual  finder. 

40.  Intent  of  Finder. — ^In  order  to  make  the  finder  of  lost  prop- 
erty guilty  of  larceny,  a  felonious  intent  on  his  part  to  appropriate  it 
is  essential,'"  and  the  general  rule  is  that  such  intent  must  exist  at  the 
time  he  first  takes  the  goods  into  his  possession  "  and  that  it  is  not  lar- 


12.  Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  567.  Notes:  25  A.  S.  R.  362;  88  A.  S. 

18.  Allen  v.  State,  91  Ala.  19,  8  So.  R.  603;  37  L.R.A.  122. 


665,  24  A.  S.  R.  856  and  note. 
Notes:  88  A.  S.  R.  667  ;  20  Ann. 

Cas.  1381. 

14,  Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  567-591. 

16.  United  States  v.  Coombs,  12  Pet. 
72,  9  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1004. 

Note:  78  A.  S.  R.  264. 

16.  Wonson  v.  Sayward,  13  Pick. 
(Mass.)  402,  23  Am.  Dee.  691. 

17.  Allen  v.  State,  91  Ala.  19,  8  So. 
665,  24  A.  S.  R.  856;  Williams  v. 
State,  165  Ind.  472,  75  N.  E.  875,  2 


19.  Griggs  V.  State,  58  Ala.  425,  29 
Am.  Rep.  762  and  note;  Allen  v. 
State,  91  Ala.  19,  8  So.  665,  24  A.  S. 
R.  856  and  note;  Brewer  v.  State,  93 
Ark.  479, 125  S.  W.  127,  20  Ann.  Cas. 
1378  and  note,  30  L.R.A.(N,S.)  339 
and  note;  State  v.  Courtaol,  89  Conn. 
564,  94  Atl.  973,  L.R.A.1916A  465 
and  note;  Starck  v.  State,  63  Ind.  283, 
30  Am.  Rep.  214;  State  v.  Haves,  98 
la.  619,  67  N.  W.  673,  60  A.  S.  R.  219, 
37  LJLA.  116;  Com.  v.  Titos,  116 


L.R.A.(N.S.)  248;  SUte  v.  Farrow,  jfasa.  42,  17  Am.  Rep.  138  and  note; 
^  .     XV  Crockford  v.  State,  73  Neb.  1,  102  N 

W.  70, 119  A.  S.  R.  876;  People  v.  An- 
derson, 14  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  294,  7  Am. 
Dee.  462;  State  v.  Roper,  14  N.  C. 
473,  24  Am.  Dec.  268;  Reed  v.  State, 
8  Tex.  App.  40,  34  Am.  Rep.  732  and 
note;  Robinson  v.  State,  11  Tex.  App. 
403,  40  Am.  Rep.  790. 

Notes:  34  Am.  Dec.  646  ;  57  Am. 
Dec.  284;  88  A.  S.  R.  567,  591,  603; 
37  UR.A.  122,  123  ;  30  L.B.A.(N^.) 
341. 


61  N.  C.  161,  93  Am.  Dec.  685. 

Note:  20  Ann.  Cas.  1385. 

18.  Blackshare  v.  State,  94  Ark. 
548,  128  S.  W.  549,  140  A.  8.  R.  144 
and  note;  Bailey  v.  State,  52  Ind.  462, 
21  Am.  Rep.  182  and  note;  State  v. 
Hayes,  98  la.  619,  67  N.  W.  673,  60 
A.  S.  R.  219,  37  L.R.A.  116  and  note; 
Com.  V.  Titus,  116  Mass.  42,  17  Am. 
Rep.  138;  State  v.  Clifford,  14  Nev. 
72,  33  Am.  Rep.  526;  Baker  v.  State, 
29  Obio  St.  184,  23  Am.  Rep.  731; 
Koed  V.  State,  8  Tex.  App.  40,  34  Am. 
Sep.  732. 
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ceny  if  tliere  was  no  such  intent  when  the  goods  were  found,  though 
there  was  a  subsequent  felonious  asportation.**    The  exiatenoe  of 

the  criminal  intent,  like  the  intent  with  which  any  other  act  is 
done,  may  be  ascertained  by  a  careful  examination  of  the  facts 
and  circumstances  preceding,  attending,  and  following  the  finding. 
In  order  to  ascertain  the  original  intent,  inquiries  may  be  made 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  finder  conducted  himself  with  the 
goods  and  his  present  means  of  knowing  or  ascertaining  the  owner.* 
But  proof  of  ignorance  of  the  law,  or  that  the  finder  believed  that 
he  acquired  the  title  by  finding  the  property,  does  not  tend  to  disprove 
the  intent  to  convert  it  to  his  own  use.  If  he  did  the  act  with  the 
requisite  intent,  it  is  no  defense  that  in  his  ignorance  of  the  general 
law  he  supposed  that  by  finding  he  became  the  owner  of  the  property.* 
A  taking  by  finding,  it  is  said,  may  be  classed  under  three  heads. 
In  one  class  may  be  included  those  cases  where  on  the  finding  the 
finder  has  no  intention  to  appropriate  the  thing  found  to  his  own  use, 
but  on  the  contrary  intends  to  restore  it  to  the  owner  when  found, 
though  he  afterward  disposes  of  it  to  his  own  use,  either  before  or 
after  he  knows  who  the  owner  is.  This  is  not  considered  to  be  larceny, 
because  there  was  no  animus  furandi  at  the  time  of  taking.  In  the 
second  class  are  those  cases  where  one  finds  goods  that  have  been 
actually  lost,  or  are  reasonably  supposed  by  him  to  have  been  lost,  and 
he  appropriates  them  with  intent  to  take  the  entire  dominion  over 
them,  really  believing  then  that  the  owner  cannot  be  found,  and  he 
afterward  disposes  of  them  to  his  own  use,  either  before  or  even  after 
he  knows  who  the  owner  is.  This  also  is  not  larceny,  because  the 
taking,  though  not  exactly  innocent,  was  not  punishable,  and  could 
not  be  made  the  subject  of  an  aJction  of  trespass.  The  third  class  com- 
prehends those  cases  where  goods  have  been  actually  lost,  or  are  reason- 
ably supposed  by  the  finder  to  have  been,  and  he  appropriates  them 
with  intent  to  tiUce  the  entire  dominion  over  them,  knowing  or  really 
believing  the  owner  can  be  found.  Under  such  circumstances  the 
finder  is  guilty  of  larceny,  whether  he  afterward  converts  them  to 
his  own  use  or  not* 

80.  OriggB  T.  State,  68  Ala.  425,  29     Note:  34  Am.  Dec.  640. 
Am.  Bep.  762  and  note;  Allen  t.     1.  Griggs  v.  State,  58  Ala.  426,  29 
State,  91  Ala.  19,  8  So.  665,  24  A.  S.  Am.  Rep.  762  and  note;  Allen  v.  State, 
B.  856  and  note;  Bnver  v.  State,  93  91  Ala.  19,  8  So.  666,  24  A.  S.  B.  856 
Ark.  47!).  125  S.  W.  127,  20  Ann.  Cas.  and  note. 
1378  and  note,  30  L.B.A.(N.S.)  339;     Note:  20  Ann.  Cas.  1382. 
State  T.  Conrtfiol,  89  Conn.  564,  94     8.  State  t.  Welch,  73  Mo.  284,  39 
Atl.  973,  L.R.A.1916A  465  and  note;  Am.  Bep.  615. 

Com.  V.  Titus,  116  Mass.  42,  17  Am.     3.  Beed  v.  State,  8  Tez.  App.  40,  34 

Bep.  138  and  note;  State  v.  Clifford,  Am.  Bep.  732. 

14  Nev.  72,  33  Am.  Bep.  526;  State 

V.  Boper,  14  N.  C.  473,  24  Am.  Dee. 

268. 
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41.  Knowledge  of  Finder  Regarding  Ownership. — The  finder  of'' 
lost  pn^>erty  must  know  or  have  reasonable  means  of  knowing  or 
ascertaining  the  owner  in  order  to  render  him  guilty  of  larceny.* 
The  fact  that  he  converts  such  property  to  his  own  use  without  ex- 
ercising reasonable  diligence  16  ascertain  the  owner  and  to  restore  it 
to  him  is  not  sufficient,  if  he  does  not  know  or  have  means  of  ascer- 
taining who  the  owner  is.*  This  is  so  far  the  reason  that,  since 
the  finder's  belief,  or  ground  of  belief,  in  regard  to  finding  the 
owner,  is  to  be  determined  by  the  circumstances  {^parent  to  him 
at  the  time  of  the  finding,  guilt  cannot  be  predicated  of  a  failure 
to  exercise  diligence  to  find  the  owner.  The  finder  is  not  boimd 
to  search  for  or  to  take  cuiy  other  measures  to  discover  the  owner.' 
So  larceny  cannot  be  committed  of  goods  found  in  the  highway, 
bearing  no  marks  by  which  tlie  owner  can  be  ascertained,  for  there  is 
no  felonious  taking; '  and  it  has  been  held  that  the  finder  of  a  pocket- 
book  containing  bank  bills,  but  having  no  mark  on  or  about  it,  by 
which  the  name  of  the  owner  could  be  ascertained,  cannot  be  convicted 
of  larceny,  though  the  book  was  immediately  demanded  by  the  owner, 
and  the  finder  denied  having  it  and  concealed  and  fraudulently  con- 
verted tlie  bills,  unless  it  further  appears  that  the  finder,  when  he 
acquired  possession,  knew  who  the  owner  was,  or  had  the  means  of 
identifying  him  instanter  by  marks  on  or  about  the  property.^  In 
some  of  the  earlier  cases  it  was  declared  that  a  failure  to  use  reasonable 
means  to  discover  the  owner,  as  by  advertising,  rendered  the  lindci- 
guilty;  •  and  by  statute  it  is  sometimes  necessary  for  a  finder  of  lost 
property  to  make  a  reasonable  effort  to  discover  the  true  owner. 
But  where  he  has  a  criminal  intent  to  convert  the  goods  to  his  own 
use  at  the  time  of  the  finding,  and  afterwards  does  so  convert  tlicm  in 


4.  Brewer  v.  State.  93  Ark.  479,  125 
S.  \V.  127,  20  Ann.  Cas.  1378  and  note, 
30  L.B.A.(N.S.)  339  and  note;  State 
V.  Western,  9  Conn.  527,  25  Am.  Dec. 
46;  State  v.  Courtsol,  89  Conn.  564, 
94  Atl.  973,  L.R.A.1916A  465  and 
note;  State  v.  Hayes,  98  la.  619,  67 
N.  W.  673,  60  A.  S.  R.  219,  37  L.R.A. 
116  and  note:  Com.  v.  Titus,  116  Mass. 
42,  17  Am.  Rep.  138  and  note;  State 
V.  Roper,  14  N.  C.  473,  24  Am.  Dee. 
268;  Robinson  v.  State,  11  Tex.  App. 
403.  40  Am.  Rep.  790. 

Note :  88  A.  S.  B.  567-591,  603. 

6.  Bailey  v.  State,  52  Ind.  462,  21 
Am.  Rep.  182  and  note;  Stat«  v.  Dean, 
49  la.  73,  31  Am.  Rep.  143;  State  v. 
Havps,  98  la.  G19,  67  N.  W.  673,  60 
A.  S.  R.  219  and  note,  37  L.R.A.  116; 
Hunt  V.  Com.,  13  Grat.  (Va.)  757,  70 


Am.  Dee.  443  and  note. 
Note:  20  Ann.  Cas.  1384. 

6.  State  V.  Dean,  40  la.  73.  31  Am. 
Rep.  143;  State  v.  Haves,  98  la.  619, 
67  N.  "W.  673,  60  A.  S.  R.  219,  37 
L.R.A.  116. 

Note:  20  Ann.  Cas.  1384. 

7.  Tyler  v.  People,  Breese  (111.) 
293,  12  Am.  Dec.  176;  People  v.  And- 
erson, 14  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  294,  7  Am. 
Dee.  462. 

8.  People  V.  Cogdeli,  1  HUl  (N.  Y.) 
94,  37  Am.  Dec.  297. 

9.  Allen  v.  State,  91  Ala.  19,  8  8a 
665,  24  A.  S.  R.  856  and  note. 

Note:  20  Ann.  Cas.  1384. 

10.  Berry  v.  State,  4  Okla.  Crim. 
202,  111  Pae.  676,  31  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
849. 
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pursuance  of  such  intent,  an  idle  effort  made  in  the  meantime  for 
the  ostensible  purpose  of  finding  the  owner  does  not  purge  the  taking 
of  its  criminality. *i  The  rule  that  if  the  hnder  of  lost  goods  neither 
knows  nor  has  any  immediate  means  of  ascertaining  the  owner,  and 
appropriates  them  to  his  own  use,  he  is  not  guilty  of  larceny,  does 
not  apply  to  estrayed  animals,"  The  general  rule  is  that  the  taking 
is  not  larceny,  when  there  are  no  indicia  indicating  the  owner,  and 
the  finder  really  believes  he  cannot  be  found,  but  if  at  the  time  of 
the  taking  he  knew  the  owner,  or  had  reasonable  grounds  for  be- 
lieving he  could  be  discovered,  it  is  his  legal  and  moral  duty  to 
hold  and  restore  the  goods  to  him ;  and  if,  under  such  circumstaneei", 
he  absolutely  appropriates  them  to  his  own  use,  excluding  the  do- 
minion of  the  owner,  it  is  larceny.  Reasonable  belief  that  the  owner 
can  be  found  may  result  from  previous  knowledge  of  the  6nder,  or 
from  the  attending  facts  and  circumstances,  or  from  facta  which  he 
learns  at  the  time  of  the  finding,  or  from  any  marks  or  indicia  on 
the  goods  funiishing  immediate  means  of  ascertaining  the  ownw." 

42.  Lost  Property  Feund  in  Another  Article. — The  rules  govern- 
ing the  larceny  of  lost  property  apply  with  equal  force  where  the 
property  lost  is  found  concealed  in  another  article  which  the  finder 
had  acquired  legitimately.**  But  although  a  purchaser  of  an  article 
who  finds  therein  and  appropriates  something  of  a  nature  entirely  dif- 
ferent from  the  article  purchased  may  be  guilty  of  larceny,  he  is  not 
necessarily  guilty  if  he  appropriates  something  found  therein  which 
is  of  the  same  nature  as  the  article  purchased,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
tliat  the  article  found  has  an  additional  value  for  other  purposes.** 

43.  Property  Mislaid  or  Left  by  mistake. — distinction  is  drawn 
between  the  larceny  of  lost  goods  and  of  goods  that  have  been  mis- 
placed or  laid  down  with  the  intention  of  taking  them  up  again  and 
then  forgotten,  because  a  person  who  casually  puts  a  thing  down  and 
forgets  it  still  remains  in  constructive  possession  of  it,*'  and  therefore 
a  person  who  finds  and  ^propriatee  it  to  his  own  use  is  guilty  whether 

11.  Allen  V.  State,  91  Ala.  19,  8  So.  Grat.  (Va.)  757,  70  Am.  Dec.  443  and 
665,  24  A.  S.  R.  856.  note. 

12.  Blackshare  v.  State,  94  Ark.  Notes:  57  Am.  Dec.  284  ;  88  A.  S.  R. 
648,  128  S.  W.  549,  140  A.  S.  R.  144  567-591;  20  Ann.  Cas.  1383. 

and  note.  14.  People  v.  Hoban,  240  111.  303, 

13.  Griggs  V.  State,  58  Ala.  425,  29  88  N.  E.  806,  16  Ann.  Cas.  226  and 
Am.  Rep.  762  and  note;  Allen  v.  State,  note,  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1132  and  note; 
91  Ala.  19,  8  So.  665,  24  A.  S.  R.  856  State  v.  Hayes,  98  la.  619,  67  N.  W. 
and  note;  State  v.  Hayes,  98  la.  619,  673,  60  A.  S.  R.  219,  37  L.R.A.  116 
67  N,  W.  673,  60  A.  S.  R.  219,  37  and  note;  Robinson  v.  State,  11  Tex. 
L.R.A.  116  and  note;  State  v.  Levy,  App.  403,  40  Am.  Rep.  790. 

23  Minn.  104,  23  Am.  Rep.  678;  State      15.  People  v.  Hoban,  240  lU.  303, 
V.  Clifford,  14  Nev.  72,  33  Am.  Rep.  88  N.  E.  806,  16  Ann.  Caa.  226  and 
526;  Baker  v.  State,  29  Ohio  St.  184,  note,  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1132. 
23  Am.  Rep.  731:  Hnnt  t.  Com.,  13     16.  Griggs  t.  State,  58  Ala.  425,  29 
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the  intent  to  steal  was  formed  at  the  time  of  or  subsequent  to  the 
talcing.'^  Thus  property. left  by  the  owner  on  the  seat  of  a  street 
car  is  not  lost  so  as  to  entitle  a  finder  to  its  custody,  if  the  owner  re- 
members where  he  left  it  and  speedily  applies  for  ite  restoration,  and 
a  person  is  guilty  who  takes  up  such  property  with  the  intent  to  appro- 
priate it  to  his  own  use,  or  where  he  forms  the  intent  after  taking  up 
the  property  and  ascertaining  that  it  does  not  belong  to  him.^* 

V.  Who  May  Commit  Laikcbnt 

In  Qeneral 

44.  One  Spouse  from  Other. — At  common  law  a  wife  cannot  be 
guilty  of  stealing  the  goods  of  her  husband,  because  in  law  husband 
and  wife  are  one  person.i^  For  the  same  reason,  that  is,  because  of 
the  doctrine  of  unity  of  person,  and  for  the  further  reason  that  on 
their  marriage  her  personalty  ipso  facto  vested  in  him,  a  man  cannot 
commit  larceny  in  respect  of  his  wife's  property.**  But  of  recent 
years,  both  in  this  country  and  in  England,  there  has  been  a  great 
enlargement  of  a  married  woman's  property  rights  as  against  her  hus- 
band, and  in  some  instances  an  absolute  separation  of  her  rights  from 
those  of  her  husband.'  And  in  most  jurisdictions  there  are  constitu- 
tional pFovisiona  or  statutes  to  the  effect  that  all  property  of  any  feme 
covert  acquired  before  or  after  marriage  shall,  so  long  as  she  may 
choose,  be  and  remain  her  separate  estate  and  property.'  By  virtue 
of  these  beneficent  statutes  a  married  woman  may  hold  her  own  prop- 
erty; make  her  own  money;  enter  into  her  own  contracts;  pay  her 
own  debts.  Hence,  it  would  seem  rensonable  to  conclude  that  her  hus- 
band may  steal  from  her,  where  the  circumstances  attending  tlie 

Am.  Rep.  762;  Lawrence  v.  State,  1      20.  Hunt  v.  State,  72  Ark.  241,  79 

Humph.  (Tenn.)  228,  34  Am.  Dec.  S.  W.  769,  105  A.  S.  R.  34  and  note, 

644;    Pritchett   v.    State,   2    Sneed  2  Ann.  Cas.  33  and  note,  65  L.R.A. 

(Tenn.)  285,  62  Am.  Dec.  468.  71;  State  v.  Phillips,  85  Ohio  St.  317, 

Notes:  67  Am.  Dec.  284;  88  A.  S.  97  N.  E.  976,  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  250 

R.  567-591;  37  L.R.A.  126.  and  note,  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  142. 

17.  Gri^  T.  State,  58  Ala.  425,  29  Notes:  67  Am.  Deo.  283;  88  A.  S.  R. 
Am.  Rep.  762  and  note;  State  v.  Court-  597. 

fiol,  89  Conn.  564,  94  Atl.  973,  L.R.A.      1.  Hunt  v.  State,  72  Ark.  241,  79 

191 6A  465  and  note.  S.  W.  769,  105  A.  S.  R.  34  and  note, 

18.  State  V.  Courtsol,  89  Conn.  564,  2  Ann.  Cas.  33  and  note,  65  L.R.A. 
94  AU.  973,  L.R.A.1916A  465  and  71. 

note.  2.  Hunt  v.  State,  72  Ark.  241,  79 

19.  State  V.  Phillips,  85  Ohio  St.  S.  W.  769,  105  A.  S.  R.  34  and  note, 
317,  97  N.  E.  976,  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  2  Ann.  Cas.  33,  66  LR.A.  71.  See 
250,  40  L.R.A.{N.S.)  142.  See  also  Husband  and  Wijf%  voL  13,  p.  1147 
Husband  and  Wife,  vol.  13,  pp.  983  et  seq. 

{unity  of  person),  1399  (larceny  by 
wife). 
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wrongful  act  are  such  that  if  performed  by  another  it  would  constitute 
a  felonious  asportation.'  Thus  it  has  been  held  that  where  a  husband 
forms  an  intent  to  appropriate  money  of  his  wife  to  his  own  use,  and 
for  &at  purpose  obtains  a  check  from  her  with  the  professed  object 
of  buying  property  for  her,  and  then,  in  pursuance  of  his  real  and 
original  purpose,  appropriates  such  money  to  his  own  use,  he  is  guilty 
of  larceny.*  In  otfier  jurisdictions  it  has  been  held  that  the  mfirried 
woman's  acts  which  purport  to  regulate  the  relation  of  husband  and 
wife  as  to  their  property,  and  to  grant  the  wife  power  to  contract  and 
to  acquire  and  retain  her  own  estate,  were  not  intended  to  abrogate 
the  common  law  rule  that  neither  could  commit  larceny  of  the  goods 
of  the  other.* 

45.  Infants;  Corporations. — Larceny  may  be  committed  by  an  in- 
fant as  well  as  by  one  who  has  attained  his  majority.  However,  if  a 
child  is  under  seven  years  of  age,  he  is  considered  incapable  of  com- 
mitting crime,  and  betwera  the  ages  of  seven  and  fourte^  the  pre- 
sumption is  Uiaf  he  cannot  commit  crime,  the  burden  being  on  the 
prosecution  to  establish  criminal  capacity.'  It  has  been  held  that 
larceny  cannot  be  predicated  of  any  corporate  action  of  a  coiporation.^ 


46.  In  General. — At  early  cmnmon  law  by  reason  of  nice  and  sub- 
tile distinctions,  which  the  courts  of  law  had  recognized  and  sanc- 
tioned, it  was  difficult  to  reach  and  punish  the  frau($ilent  taking  and 
appropriation  of  money  and  chattels  by  persons  exercising  certain 
trades  and  occupations,  by  virtue  of  which  they  held  a  relation  of 
confidence  or  trust  towards  their  employers  or  principals,  and  thereby 
became  pi^sessed  of  their  property.  In  such  cases  the  moral  guilt  was 
the  sajne  as  if  ^e  offender  had  been  guilty  of  an  actual  felonious 
taking;  but  in  many  cases  he  could  not  be  convicted  of  larceny,  be- 
cause the  property  which  had  been  fraudulently  converted  -was  law- 
fully in  his  possession  by  virtue  of  his  employment,  and  there  was  not 
that  technical  taking  or  asportation  which  is  essential  to  the  proof  of 
the  (oime.^  A  distinction  was  made,  howevw,  between  possession  and 
mere  custody  and  the  rule  was  laid  down  that  where  one  having  only 

3.  Hunt  V.  State,  72  Art.  241,  79  97  N.  E.  976,  Ann.  Cas.  1013B  260,  40 
S,  W.  769,  105  A.  ^.  R.  34  and  note,  2  L.R.A.(N.S.)  142. 

Ann.  Cas.  33,  65  L.H.A.  71;  Beasley  6.  See  Criminal  I^w,  voL  8,  p.  66; 

V.  State,  138  Ind.  552,  38  N.  E.  35,  46  Infants,  vol.  14,  p,  264. 

A.  S.  B.  418  and  note.  7.  Note :  2  British  Rul.  Caa.  249. 

Notes :  88  A.  S.  R-  597 ;  Ann.  Cas.  And  see  Corporations,  vol.  7,  p.  764. 

1913B  253.  8.  Com.  v.  Hays,  14  Oray  (MasB.) 

4.  Hunt  V.  State,  72  Ark.  241,  79  62,  74  Am.  Dec.  662. 

8.  W,  769,  103  A.  S.  R.  34  and  note.      Note:  57  Am.  Dec.  281. 
2  Ann.  Cas.  33,  65  L.R.A.  71.  See  Eubezzlehknt,  vol.  9,  p.  1266. 

6.  State  V.  Phillips,  85  Ohio  St.  317, 


RelatiofuHp  of  Parties 


41 


Digitized  by 


§  47 


LARCENY 


17  R.  C.  L. 


the  care,  charge,  or  custody  of  property  for  the  owner  converts  it 
animo  furandi,  it  is  larceny,  the  possession,  in  judgment  of  law,  re- 
uiaining  in  the  owner  until  the  conversion.*  Hence,  if  the  owner 
gives  his  property  to  another  to  take  to  the  owner's  house,  and  such 
other  person  wrongfuly  sella  it,  he  is  guilty  of  larceny,  although  he 
conceived  the  intent  and  purpose  so  to  dispose  of  it  after  he  had  re- 
ceived it.'*  * 

47.  Bailees. — ^As  a  general  rule,  a  bailment  passes  the  possession 
of  the  property  to  Uie  bailee,  as  distinct  from  the  mere  custody,  and 
hence  a  bailee  cannot  be  guilty  of  larceny,  because  be  acquires  posses- 
sion lawfully  and  therefore  cannot  commit  the  trespass  necessary  to 
render  the  o£fense  larceny.  This  was  the  rule  at  common  law,  and 
except  where  modified  by  statute  so  as  to  make  bailees  generally  guilty 
of  larceny,  it  is  still  the  rule.'  However,  if  an  int^t  to  appropriate 
existed  in  the  mind  of  a  bailee  at  the  time  the  thing  came  into  his 
hands,  and  he  does  appropriate  it,  he  is  guilty  of  larceny,*  but  a  sub- 
sequently conceived  intention  and  conver^on  will  not  make  him 
guilty.'  Although  a  person  has  acquired  lawful  possession  by  a  valid 
contract  of  bailment,  if  the  contract  is  afterwards  terminated  by  some 
tortious  act  of  the  bailee,  whereby  the  possession  reverts  to  the  owner, 
leaving  the  custody  merely  with  the  bailee,  a  felonious  conversion  of 
the  property  to  his  own  use  by  the  bailee  is  larceny.*  Thus,  the  act 
of  a  person  in  abstracting  and  appropriating  to  his  own  use  money 
from  a  sealed  letler  intrusted  to  him  to  mail  renders  him  guilty  of 
larceny.'  The  doctrine  here  involved  is  that  by  breaking  the  package 
and  abstracting  the  contents,  the  contract  of  bailment  is  determined, 

9.  Holbrook  v.  State,  107  Ala.  154,  v.  Com.,  93  Pa.  St.  418,  39  Am.  Rep. 
18  So.  109,  54  A.  S.  R.  65;  Hunt  v.  762;  Robinson  v.  State,  1  Cold. 
State,  72  Ark.  241,  79  S.  W.  769,  105  (Tenn.)  120,  78  Am.  Dec.  487. 

A.  S.  R.  34,  2  Ann.  Gas.  33,  65  L.R.A.  Note:  57  Am.  Dec.  280. 

71;  Williams  v.  State,  165  Ind.  472,  And  nee  generally,  Bailmb.vts,  vol. 

75  N.  K.  875,  2  L.R.A.(N.S.)  248  and  3,  p.  84  et  seq.;  Emmzzleubnt,  vol, 

note;  Difjnowitty  v.  State,  17  Tex.  521,  9,  p.  1283. 

67  Am.  Dec.  670.  2.  Smith  v.  Com.,  96  Ky.  85,  27 

Notes:  57  Am.  Dec.  281;  88  A.  S.  R.  S.  W.  852,  49  A.  S.  R.  287  and  note. 

57(i.  Note:  57  Am.  Dee.  280. 

10.  Holbrook  v.  State,  107  Ala.  154,  As  to  larceny  by  one  fraudulently 
18  So,  lOf),  54  A.  S.  R.  65.  acquiring  possession  of  property,  see 

1.  Holbrook  v.  State,  107  Ala.  154,  supra,  par.  13. 

18  So.  109,  54  A.  S.  R.  65;  State  v.  3.  Notes:  67  Am.  Dec.  282  ;  98  Am. 

Fairclough,  29  Conn.  47,  76  Am.  Dec.  Dec.  147. 

590;  Com.  v.  Ryan,  155  Mass.  523,  30  4.  State  v.  Fairclough,  29  Conn,  47, 

N.  E.  364,  31  A.  S.  R.  560,  15  L.R.A.  76  Am.  Dec.  590  and  note. 

.{17;  People  v.  Call,  1  Denio  (N.  Y.)  Notes:  57  Am.  Dec.  282;  88  A.  S. 

120,  43  Am.  Dec.  655;  People  v.  Cm-  R.  576. 

ger,  102  N.  Y.  510,  7  N.  E.  555,  55  Am.  5.  State  v.  Ruffln,  164  N.  C.  416, 

Rep.  830;  State  v.  England,  53  N.  C.  79  S.  E.  417,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  862  and 

399,  80  Am.  Dec.  334  and  note;  Krause  note. 
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and  the  former  bailee  stands  Id  no  better  position  in  r&^pect  to  tlie 
possession  than  a  s^^'ant  having  the  mere  charge  or  custody  of  the 
goods .•  In  some  jurisdictions  tlie  conversion  by  a  bailee  of  the  prop- 
erty intrusted  to  him  is  made  larceny  by  stalute.' 

48.  Common  Carriers. — The  rule  is  universally  recognized  that 
a  common  carrier  to  whom  the  po«ie?sion  of  goods  is  delivered 
cannot  commit  larceny  by  convei'ting  tliera  to  his  own  use.*  The 
rea.«on  is  that  the  carrier  receives  the  property  as  bailee  and  cannot 
commit  the  necessary  trespass.*  However,  the  same  rule  applies 
common  carriers  that  applies  to  bailees,  that,  if  by  some  tortious  act 
the  carrier  terminates  the  relationship,  he  stands  in  the  position  of  a. 
mere  custodian,  and  if  he  then  converts  the  property  feloniously  he  is 
guilty  of  larceny.**  Thus  if  a  carrier  opens  a  bale  or  package  of 
goods,  or  pierces. a  veiKel  of  wine  and  takes  away  a  part  thereof,  it  will 
constitute  a  larceny,  for  here  the  animus  furandi  is  manifest.'*  Like- 
wise if  a  carrier,  after  transporting  the  goods  to  the  place  appointed, 
appropriates  them  animo  furandi,  this  is  larceny ;  for  the  delivery  had 
effect,  and  the  privity  of  bailment  was  determined.'*  But  a  servant 
of  a  common  carrier  who  steals  goods  cannot  claim  the  exemption  to 
which  a  carrier  is  entitled — namely,  that  he  must  break  the  package 
in  which  the  goods  are  delivered  to  the  carrier  or  he  cannot  be  con- 
victed of  the  crime.** 

49.  Servants;  Agents. — It  is  a  clear  maxim  of  the  common  law 
that  wliere  one  has  only  the  bare  charge  or  custody  of  the  goods  of 
another,  the  legal  possession  remains  in  the  owner,  and  such  person 
may  be  guilty  of  trespass  and  larceny  in  fraudulently  converting  the 
same  to  his  own  use.**  And  it  has  been  held  that  the  maker  of  a  note 

6.  Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  576.  164  N.  C.  416,  79  S.  E.  417,  47  L.R.A. 

7.  State  V.  Pinnegean,  127  Ta.  286,  (N.S.)  8.52;  Cook  v.  Darby,  4  Humph. 
103  N.  W.  155,  4  Ann.  Cas.  628;  Com.   (Va.)  444,  6  Am.  Dec.  529. 

V.  Chathams,  50  Pa.  St.  181,  88  Am.  Notes:  57  Am.  Dec.  282  ;  88  A.  S. 

Dec.  539  and  note;  State  v.  Tabenief,  R.  579. 

14  R.  I.  272,  51  Am.  Hep.  382;  Slate  11.  Robinson    v.    State,    1  Cold. 

V.  Snow,  65  Wash.  353,  118  Pac.  209,  (Term.)   120,  78  Am.  Dec.  487  and 

37  L.R.A.(N.S.)  305;  Vought  v.  State,  note. 

135  Wis.  6,  114  N.  W.  518,  646,  128  12.  State  v.  Fnirclough,  29  Conn. 

A.  S.  R.  1008,  32  L.B.A.(N.S.)  234  47,  76  Am.  Dec.  rm. 

and  note.  13.  Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  579. 

Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  583.  14.  Crocheron  v.  State,  86  Ala.  64. 

8.  State  V.  Fairclough,  29  Conn.  47,  5  So.  649,  ll  A.  S.  R.  18;  Hulbrnnk 
76  Am.  Dec.  590;  State  v.  Ruttin,  104  v.  State,  107  Ala.  154,  18  So.  30!i.  54 
N.  C.  416,  79  S.  E.  417,  47  L.R.A.  A.  S.  R.  65;  State  v.  Faircloupli,  2!t 
(N.S.)  852.  Conn.  47,  76  Am.  Dee.  590  ami  note: 

Notes:  57  Am.  Dec.  282;  88  A.  S.  Sliite  v.  Cuniniiii<rs,  33  Conn.  200,  89 

B.  579.  Am.  Dec.   208;   Com.   v.   Haxes.  14 

9.  Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  579.  Gray  (Mass.)  62,  74  Am.  Dee.  OHJ; 

10.  State  V.  Fairclough,  29  Conn.  Com.  v.  Libbev,  11  Mete.  (Mass.)  (14, 
47.  76  Am.  Dee.  590;  State  v.  Rulpn,  45  Am.  Dee.  185;  Com.  v.  Berry,  99 
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is  guilty  in  feloniously  appropriating  it  to  his  own  use,  where  it  ia 
handed  to  him  by  the  bolder  to  indorse  a  payment,  for  be  is  deemed 
the  servant  or  agent  of  the  holder,  and  not  a  bailee,  and  the  posseasioD 
remains  in  the  bolder.^'  Likewise  it  is  larceny  if  a  servant  of  a  co* 
partnership  fraudulently  appropriates  money  which  he  received  from 
one  member  of  the  firm,  with  directions  to  carry  it  to  another.**  Even 
where  the  servant  has  the  care  and  ov^ight  of  property  belonging  to 
the  master,  the  felonious  appropriation  of  it  by  tiie  servant  is  lar- 
ceny.*^ And  the  general  rule,  that  the  felonious  intent  must  exist  at 
the  time  of  the  "taking  and  carying  away,"  is  held  not  to  militate 
against  the  rule  of  constructive  possession  by  the  owner,  the  defendant 
baving  but  the  bare  custody,  received  from  the  owner,  and,  having 
such  bare  custody,  fraudulently  converts  the  money  or  goods.**  In 
ail  such  cases,  the  custody  of  the  servant  is  distinguishable  from  that 
of  a  bailee,  or  other  person  who  has  a  special  property  in  the  goods, 
by  reason  of  being  under  a  special  contract  with  respect  to  them.  A 
mere  servant  or  employee  has  no  such  fecial  property.**  In  order  to 
render  the  offense  larceny,  where  there  is  an  appropriation  by  a  serv- 
ant who  is  already  in  possession,  it  must  appear  that  the  goods  were  at 
the  time  in  the  constructive  possession  of  the  master.  If  the  goods  or 
money  have  come  to  the  possesion  of  the  servant  from  a  third  person, 
and  have  never  been  in  the  master's  hands,  and  nothing  has  hap- 
pened to  reduce  the  servant  to  a  mere  custodian,  they  will  not  be  con- 
sidered to  have  been  in  the  constructive  possession  of  the  master,  for 
the  purposes  of  larceny,  and  the  servant  is  not  guilty  of  larceny  in 
feloniously  converting  them.**  Thus  where  a  servant  receives  money 
from  the  sale  of  goods  of  his  master  and  drops  it  into  a  money  drawer 
of  a  cash  register,  having  an  intent  to  appropriate  it,  and  slips  it  into 
the  drawer  for  his  own  convenience  in  keeping  it  for  himself,  his 
subsequently  taking  it  from  the  drawer  and  appropriating  it  to  his 
own  use  is  not  larceny,  but  embezzlement;  nor  does  the  fact  that  the 
money  had  been  furnished  by  the  master  to  a  detective  for  the  purpose 
of  meddng  the  purchase,  and  thereby  fastening  the  crime  on  the  serv- 

Ma86.  428,  96  Am.  Dec.  767  and  note;  18.  Holbrook  v.  Stete,  107  Ala.  154, 

People  V.  Call,  1  Denio  (N.  Y.)  120,  18  So.  109,  54  A.  S.  R.  65  and  note; 

43  Am.  Dec.  655  and  note.  State  v.  Fairelougli,  29  Conn.  47,  76 

Not«s:  57  Am.  Dec.  284;  98  Am.  Am.  Dec.  590  and  note ;  People  v.  Call, 

Dec.  12£l;  88  A.  S.  R.  575,  680.  1  Denio  (N  Y.)  120,  43  Am.  Dec.  655 

Note:  25  L.R.A.  437.  and  note. 

15.  People  V.  Call,  1  Denio  (N.  Y.)  19.  Croeheron  v.  State,  86  Ala.  64, 
120,  43  Am.  Dec.  655  and  note.  5  So.  649,  11  A.  S.  R.  18  and  note. 

16.  Com.  V.  Berry,  99  Mass.  428,  20.  Holbrook  v.  State,  107  Ala.  154, 
96  Am.  Dec.  767.  18  So.  109,  54  A.  S.  R.  65;  Com.  v. 

17.  Croeheron  v.  State,  86  Ala.  64,  Berry,  99  Mass.  428,  96  Am.  Dec.  767 
6  So.  649,  11  A.  S.  R.  18  and  note;  and  note;  Com.  v.  Lannan,  153  Mass. 
Colip  V.  State,  153  Ind.  S84,  66  S.  E.  287,  26  N.  E.  858,  25  A.  S.  R.  629,  U 
739.  74  A.  S.  R.  322.  IUI.A.  450;  Com.  v.  Ryan,  155  Mass. 
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ant,  make  his  offense  any  less  an  embezzlement.'  This  distinction  is 
not  very  satisfactory,  but  it  is  due  to  historical  accidents  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  criminal  law,  coupled,  perh^Mj  with  an  unwillingness  on 
the  part  of  the  judges  to  enlarge  the  limits  of  a  capital  offense.*  Still 
another  distinction  has  been  recognized  to  the  effect  that  when  a 
servant  receives  property  from  another,  who  occupies  the  relation 
of  agent  for  l^e  owner,  or  who  stands  in  the  position  of  the  owner 
in  re£f>ect  to  the  possession,  then,  though  the  owner  never  had  the 
possession,  yet  tlie  possession  of  such  other  person  is  the  owner's 
possession,  so  that  felonious  appropriation  of  the  property  by  the  serv- 
ant will  be  larceny.*  Statutes  have  been  enacted  in  some  jurisdictions 
making  it  embezzlement  for  a  servant  feloniously  to  impropriate 
goods  of  his  master  which  come  into  his  possession  or  care  by  virtue 
of  such  employment.*  Under  such  a  statute  there  must  be  a  relation 
of  special  trust  in  regard  to  the  arUcle  appropriated,  and  it  must  be 
1:^  virtue  of  such  trust  that  the  employee  has  access  to,  control,  or 
possession  of  the  property.  H6.*i  ^  the  mere  fact  tiiat  he  has  physical 
access  to  the  property  will  not  make  the  felonious  taking  thereof 
other  than  larceny.*  A  distinction  is  drawn  in  some  of  the  cases 
between  the  possession  of  a  servant  and  that  of  an  agent,  an  agent 
being  considered  a  bailee  who  obtains  actual  possession  of  the  goods, 
as  distinguished  from  the  mere  custody  of  an  ordinary  servant.  This 
distinction  has  not  been  very  clearly  drawn  by  the  books,  yet  very 
important  results  might  depend  upon  it.  And  it  is  doubtless  true 
that  there  may  frequently  be  cases  of  agency  where  the  agent  has 
the  real  possession  of  goods,  while  an  ordinary  servant  will  have  noth- 
ing but  the  bare  custody  thereof.' 

VI.  Jurisdiction 

50.  Goods  Stolen  in  One  County  and  Taken  to  Another. — ^It  is  a 
well  settled  rule  of  criminal  jurisprudence  that  every  offender  against 
the  laws  must  be  prosecuted  for  his  crime  in  the  county  wherein  it 
was  committed.'  It  was  early  settled  in  England,  however,  that  one 
stealing  goods  in  one  county  of  tJie  realm  might  be  indicted  for  the 
'arceny  in  any  other  county  into  which  he  may  have  carried  the 
stolen  goods,  upon  this  principle:   That  the  possession  of  goods  stolen 

30  N.  E.  364,  31  A.  S.  R.  560  and  N.  E.  364,  31  A.  S.  R.  560  and  note, 

'ote,  15  L.R.A.  317;  State  v.  Casey,  15  L.R.A.  317. 

207  Mo.  1,  105  S.  W.  645,  123  A.  S.  3.  Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  580. 

R.  367,  13  Ann.  Cas.  878  and  note;  4.  Aabel  v.  State,  86  Neb.  711,  126 

People  V.  Bennett,  37  N.  Y.  117,  93  N.  W.  316, 136  A.  S.  R.  719. 

Am,  Dec.  551.  5.  Colip  v.  State,  153  Ind.  584,  56 

1.  Com.  V.  Ryan,  155  Mass.  623.  30  N.  E.  739,  74  A.  S.  R.  322  and  note. 
N.  E.  364,  31  A.  S.  R.  560  and  note,  6.  Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  580. 

15  I..B.A.  317.  .  7.  See  Criuinal  Law,  voL  8,  p. 

2,  Com.  If  Byan,  166  Haas.  623,  30  100. 
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by  the  thief  is  a  larceny  in  every  county  into  which  he  carries  the 

goods,  because,  the  legal  possession  still  remaining  in  the  true  owner, 
every  moment's  continuance  of  the  trespass  and  felony  amounts,  in 
leg^  consideration,  to  a  new  caption  and  asportation.  The  KngUsii 
common  law  rule  has  been  universally  adopted  in  this  country.^  But 
it  has  been  held  that  a  statute  providing  that  larceny  in  a  railroad 
va.v  en  route  through  the  state  may  be  prosecuted  in  any  county 
through  which  the  car  pa.'^.scs  is  void  as  being  in  violation  of  a  con- 
stitutional guaranty  of  trial  by  jury  in  the  county  where  the  alleged 
crime  was  connnitted;  and  that  the  rule  that  where  property  stolen 
in  one  county  is  taken  to  anotlier  the  thief  may  be  prosecuted  in 
the  latter  does  not  apply.* 

51.  Goods  Stolen  in  One  State  and  Taken  to  Another. — Whether 
one  stealing  goods  in  one  state  and  carrying  them  into  another  may 
be  pimished  for  larceny  in  the  latter  is  a  question  that  has  been 
the  subject  of  much  controversy  resulting  in  conflicting  decisions. 
In  many  jurisdictions  the  courts  have  adopted  the  same  rule  in  inf- 
erence to  property  stolen  in  one  state  and  taken  to  another  as  existed 
with  reference  to  property  stolen  in  one  county  and  taken  to  another, 
and  have  held  that  where  a  person  steals  property  In  one  state  and 
thereafter  takes  it  into  another  state  he  may  be  prosecuted  for  larceny 
in  the  latter.^**  And  tiiis  is  true  even  though  the  goods  are  sent  into 
the  state  by  an  innocent  agent."  It  must  be  understood,  however, 
that  the  person  stealing  them  cannot  be  indicted  and  punished  for 
the  crime  committed  in  another  state,  for  one  state  cannot  enforce 
the  criminal  laws  of  another,  but  the  act  of  bringing  such  stolen 
goods  into  a  state  is  a  new  larceny,  for  which  the  thief  may  he  indicted 
in  the  courts  of  the  state  and  puniflied.'^  One  great  objection  which 
has  been  urged  against  the  rule  is  that  a  person  may  be  punished  twice 
for  the  same  offense,  once  in  the  state  where  the  larceny  was  first 
committed,  and  again  in  the  state  into  which  he  carried  the  stolen 

8.  State  V.  Cummings,  33  Conn.  Com.,  148  Ky.  624,  147  S.  W.  36,  42 
260,  8!)  Am.  Dec.  208;  Brown  V.  Unit-  L.R.A.(N.S.)  207  and  note;  Worth- 
ed States,  35  App.  Cas.  (D.  C.)  548,  ington  v.  State,  58  Md.  403,  42  Am. 
Ann.  Cas.  1912A  388;  State  v.  Under-  Rep.  338;  Com.  v.  White,  123  Mass. 
wood,  49  Me.  181,  77  Am.  Der.  254;  430,  25  Am.  Rep.  IIG;  State  v.  New- 
Corn.  V.  Rand,  7  Mete.  (Mass.)  475,  man,  9  Nev.  48,  16  Am.  Rep.  3;  Me- 
41  Am.  Dec.  455.  Kenzie  v.  State,  32  Tex.  Crim.  568,  25 

Notes:  44  A.  S.  R.  82;  Ann.  Cas.  S.  \V.  426,  40  A.  S.  R.  795  and  note; 

1912A  395.  State  v.  Morrell,  08  Vt.  60,  33  Atl. 

See  Criminal  Law,  vol.  8.  p.  100.  1070,  54  A.  S.  R.  870  and  note. 

9.  People  V.  Brock,  149  Mich.  464,  Notes:  51  Am.  Dec.  174;  44  A.  S.  B. 
112  N.  W.  1116.  119  A.  S.  R.  684.  82;  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  392. 

10.  State  V.  Seay,  3  Slew.  (Ala.)  11.  Com.  v.  White,  123  Mass.  430, 
123.  20  Am.  Deo.  66  and  note;  State  25  Am.  Rep.  116. 

V.  KIlis,  3  Conn.  185,  8  Am.  Dec.  175:      12.  Worthington  v.  State,  58  Md. 
Slate  V.  Cumiuings,  33  Conn.  260,  80  403,  42  Am.  Rep.  338. 
Am.  Dee.  208  and  note;  Tramwill  v. 
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gooda**  However,  if  a  person  offends  against  the  laws  of  two  states, 
whether  it  be  by  stealing  distinct  property  in  each  sovereignty,  or  hy 
feloniously  taking  goods  in  one  state  and  continuing  the  possession 
of  them  in  another,  there  exists  no  hardship  in  the  infliction  of  it~ 
many  punishments  as  there  have  been  crimes  committed.**  Thei^^ 
is  good  auUiority,  however,  for  the  rule  that  a  person  who  steati» 
property  in  one  state  and  carries  it  into  another  is  not  guilty  of  lar- 
ceny in  the  latter.  The  courte  maintaining  this  view  consider  the 
different  states  as  different  countries  aiid  apply  the  English  doctrine 
that  where  goods  are  stolen  outside  the  jurisdiction  and  thereafter 
brought  within  it,  the  thief  cannot  be  prosecuted  for  larceny  therein." 
That  the  rule  that  a  thief  may  be  prosecuted  for  larceny  in  any  state 
to  which  he  takes  the  stolen  goods  was  generally  considered  right  is 
evidenced  numerous  statute  which  ma^e  the  rule  a  statutory  one." 
What  constitutes  felonious  stealing  in  another  state  or  country  within 
the  meaning  of  such  statutes  is  to  be  determined  by  the  laws  of  the 
state  wherein  the  offender  is  being  prosecuted,  and  not  by  the  laws 
of  the  state  where  the  property  was  stolen." 

52.  Goods  Stolen  in  One  Country  and  Taken  to  Another. — The 
common  law  rule  that  a  thief  might  be  prosecuted  in  any  county  into 
which  he  had  taken  the  stolen  goods  was  never  applied  by  the  Eng- 
lish courts  to  cases  where  prc^rty  was  stolen  in  a  foreign  country 
and  thereafter  brought  into  Engltuid.*^  And  the  rule  is  almost  uni- 
versal in  the  United  States  that  one  who  steals  property  in  a  foreign 
■country  and  thereafter  brings  it  into  any  slate  cannot  be  prosecuted 
in  the  latter  jurisdiction  for  larceny  in  the  absence  of  statutory 
authority.!*   In  a  few  jurisdictions,  however,  it  is  maintained  that 

13.  WorthingtoQ  v.  State,  58  Md.  (N.S.)  566  and  note;  Hemmaker  t. 
403,  42  Am.  Rep.  338.  As  to  the  de-  State,  12  Ho.  453,  51  Am.  Dec.  172; 
fenee  of  former  jeopardy  generally.  State  v.  Eaef,  12  Mont.  92,  29  Pac. 
see  Criminal  Law,  toI.  8,  p.  134  et  654,  15  L.R.A.  722  and  note;  Mc- 
seq.  Kenzie  v.  State,  32  Tex.  Grim.  568, 

14.  State  V.  Ellis,  3  Conn.  185,  8  25  S.  W.  426,  40  A.  S.  R.  795  and 
Am.  Dec.  175.  note. 

16.  Brown  v.  United  States,  35  App.  Notes:  51  Am.  Dee.  174;  44  A.  S. 

Cas.  (D.  C.)  648,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  R.  82. 

388;  Lee  v.  State,  64  Qa.  203,  37  Am.  17.  State  v.  White,  76  Kan.  654,  92 

Rep.  67;  People  V.  Loughridge,  1  Neb.  Pac.  829,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  556  and 

11,  93  Am.  Dec.  325  and  note;  Kx  note;  State  v.  Kief,  12  Mont.  92,  29 

parte  Sullivan,  84  Neb.  493,  121  N.  Pac.  654, 15  L.R.A.  722  and  note. 

W.  456,  18  Ann.  Caa.  1024,  28  L.R.A.  18.  Brown   t.    United    States,  35 

(N.S.)  750;  State  v.  Brown,  2  N.  C.  App.  Caa.   (D.  C.)   548,  Ann.  Cas. 

100,1  Am.  Dec.  548  and  note:  Strouth-  1912A  388;   Com.   v.   Uprichard,  3 

V.  Com.,  92  Vs.  789,  22  S.  E.  862,  Gray  (Mass.)  434,  63  Am.  Dec.  762 

53  A.  S.  R.  852.  and  note;  State  v.  Kief,  12  Mont.  92, 

Note:  133  A.  S.  R.  1049.  29  Pac.  654,  15  L.R.A.  722  and  note. 

16.  State  V.  Seay,  3  Stew.  (Ala.)  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  390. 

123,  20  Am.  Dee.  66;  State  v.  "Wliite,  19.  State  v.  Cummin^,  33  Conn. 

76  Kan.  654,  92  Pac.  829,  14  L.R.A.  260,  89  Am.  Dec.  208;  Brown  v.  Unit- 
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one  who  commits  larceny  in  a  foreign  country  may  be  prosecuted 
in  the  state  to  which  he  takes  the  stolen  property.  The  courts  main- 
taining this  extreme  rule  do  so  on  the  ground  that  in  principle  there 
is  no  difference  whether  the  goods  are  taken  from  one  county  to 
another,  one  state  to  anotiier,  or  one  country  to  another,  and  that 
in  every  case  larceny  is  committed  by  the  thief  as  soon  as  he  brin^ 
the  property  from  another  jurisdiction  into  the  one  in  which  he  is 
being  prosecuted.  This  is  based  on  the  rule  that  every  asportation 
is  a  fresh  trespass  and  a  fresh  taking,  and  so,  as  a  matter  of  law, 
&ere  is  a  felonious  taking  and  carrying  away  in  the  jurisdiction 
to  which  the  goods  are  taken,  since  the  possession  as  well  as  the 
title  to  the  property  is  deemed  to  continue  in  the  owner  notwithstand- 
ing the  originiil  taking.^ 

Vn.  Defbnsbb 

53.  Intoxication;  Kleptomania.— Intoxication  is  no  excuse  for 

crime  where  the  offense  consists  merely  in  doing  a  criminal  act  in 
which  a  ^ecific  Intention  is  not  a  requisite,*  but  in  larceny  the 
taking  must  have  been  accompanied  by  a  felonious  intent,*  and  if 
the  defendant,  for  any  reason  whatever,  indulged  no  such  intent, 
the  crime  has  not  been  committed.*  Therefore  the  rule  is  that  evi- 
dence of  intoxication  is  admissible  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that 
the  defendant  did  not,  at  the  time  of  the  taking,  entertain  a  felo- 
nious intent."  That  the  accused  may  have  been  drunk,-  in  the  ordi- 
nary sense  of  that  word,  is  not  sufficient,  however!  He  must  have 
been  so  drunk  as  to  be  incapable  of  forming  the  intent  to  steal; 
that  is  to  say,  incapable  of  consciousness  that  he  is  committing  a 
crime — incapable  of  discriminating  between  right  and  wrong.*  In 
some  jurisdictions  there  are  statutes  which,  in  effect,  provide  that 
whenever  any  particular  intent  is  necessary  to  constitute  any  crime, 
the  jury  may  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  the  accused  was 
intoxicated  at  the  time  of  the  act  in  determining  the  intmt  with 


ed  8tat«s,  35  App.  Cas.  (D.  C.)  548,  129  et  seq. 
Ann.  Caa.  1912A  388;  Com.  v.  Up-     3.  See  supra,  par.  29. 
richaid,  3  Gray  (If ass.)  434,  63  Am.     4.  State  v.  Koemer,  8  N.  D.  292,  78 
Dec.  762  and  note;  Stanley  v.  State,  N.  W.  981,  73  A.  S.  R.  752. 
24  Ohio  St  166,  16  Am.  Rep.  604  ;     6.  Wood  v.  State,  34  Ark.  341,  36 
Strouther  t.  Com.,  92  Va.  789,  22  S.  Am.  Rep.  13;  Ryan  v.  United  States, 
E.  852,  63  A.  8.  R.  862.  26  App.  Cas.  (D.  C.)  74,  6  Ann.  Cas. 

Note:  77  Am.  Dee.  259.  633  and  note;  Loza  v.  State,  1  Tex. 

1.  State  v.  Underwood,  49  Me.  181,  App.  488,  28  Am.  Rep.  416. 
77  Am.  Dec.  264;  State  v.  Newman,     Note:  36  Ii.R.A.  469. 

9  Nev.  48,  16  Am.  Rep.  3;  State  v.  And  see  Crihinai.  Law,  vol.  8,  p. 
Morrill,  68  Vt.  60,  33  Atl.  1070,  64  131. 

A.  S.  R.  870.  6.  Ryan  v.  United  States,  26  App. 

Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  396.  Cas.  (D.  C.)  74,  6  Ann.  Cas.  638  aad 

2.  See  Criuinal  Law,  vol.  8,  p.  note. 

48 


Digitized  by  Google 


17  R.  C.  L. 


LAECENT 


8§  54,  5S 


iirhich  the  act  was  committed.'  It  has  been  held,  however,  that  vol* 
untary  int<ncication  is  not  admissible  in  evidence  as  a  defense  to 
larceny.^  Kleptomania  is  an  irresistible  desire  to  steal.  It  is  a  weak- 
ening of  the  will  power  to  such  an  extent  as  to  leave  the  afflicted 
one  powerless  to  control  his  impulse  to  appropriate  the  personal  prop- 
erty of  others,  without  regard  to  whether  such  impulse  is  inspired 
by  avarice,  greed,  or  idle  fancy,  and  when  clearly  established  is  a 
complete  defense  to  the  crime  of  larceny.* 

54.  Returning  Property;  Acting  under  Military  Orders. — The  gen- 
eral rule  sustained  by  the  great  weight  of  authority  is  to  the  effect 
that  where  the  necessary  elements  of  the  oflFenae  of  larceny,  including 
the  intention  of  permanently  depriving  the  owner  of  his  property, 
exist  at  the  time  of  the  taking,  any  subsequent  return  of  the  property, 
or  its  equivalent,  to  the  owner  does  not  purge  the  original  offense  of  its 
criminality,  or  constitute  any  defense  to  a  prosecution  therefor.** 
However,  it  is  sometimes  provided  by  statute  that  in  case  the  stolen 
property  is  returned  within  a  reasonable  time  and  before  prosecu- 
tion is  commenced  the  offense  is  thereby  reduced  from  a  felony  to  a 
misdemeanor.*'  An  inferior  military  officer  cannot  justify  the  com- 
mission of  larceny  under  order  or  authority  of  his  superior,  unless 
such  superior  officer  had  legal  power  to  issue  the  order  or  give  the 
authority  under  which  a  justification  is  claimed.** 

55.  Consent  or  Instigation. — An  essential  element  of  larceny  is 
that  the  property  must  have  been  taken  against  the  will  or  without  the 
consent  of  the  owner.*'  Want  of  consent  of  the  individual  affected 
being  an  element  of  criminality,  instigation  or  consent  to  the  crime 
is  a  defense  to  the  prosecution,  as  it  negatives  one  of  the  essential 
elemente  of  the  crime  charged.*^  The  question  most  frequently  arises 
in  cases  where  an  attempt  is  made  to  entrap  the  thief.  One  who  seeks 
to  entrap  another  in  the  commission  of  larceny  must  take  care  that 
in  his  efforts  he  does  not  overreach  himself  and  consent  to  the  taking 
of  his  property.  He  may  not  himself  or  through  his  agent  solicit 
a  suspected  party  to  come  forward  and  commit  the  criminal  act,  and, 
when  the  act  is  committed,  be  heard  to  say  that  he  did  not  consent 

7.  State  V.  Koerner,  8  N.  D.  292,  11.  Note:  62  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1026. 
78  N.  W.  981,  73  A.  S.  R.  752.  12.  Jones  v.  Com.,  1  Bash  (Ky.) 

8.  DawBon  v.  State,  16  Ind.  428,  79  34,  89  Am.  Dee.  606. 
Am.  Dec.  439.  13.  See  Bupra,  par.  12. 

9.  State  V.  McCuliough,  114  la.  532,  14.  Aldrich  v.  People,  224  III.  622, 
87  N.  W.  603,  89  A.  S.  R.  382  and  79  N.  E.  964, 115  A.  S.  R.  166,  8  Ann. 
note,  55  L.R.A.  378.  Caa.  284,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1149;  SUtii 

10.  Harria  v.  State,  29  Tex.  App.  v.  HuU,  33  Ore.  56,  54  Pae.  159,  Ti 
101,  14  S.  W.  390,  25  A.  S.  R.  717.     A.  S.  R.  694  and  note. 

Notes:  67  Am.  Dec.  275;  7  A.  8.  R.     Note:  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  950. 
23;  52  L.R.A.(N.S)  1025;  Ann.  Cas.     And  see  GmuiNAb  Law,  vol.  8,  p. 
1916C  73.  127. 
R.aL.Vol.XVIX.— 4.  49 


Digitized  by 


Goo 


§  56  LARCENY  17  E.  C.  L. 

to  it; "  and  where  the  owner  of  property,  by  himself  or  his  agent, 
actually  or  constructively,  aids  in  the  commission  of  the  offense,  as 
intended  by  the  wrongdoer,  by  performing  or  rendering  unnecessary 
some  act  in  the  transaction  essential  to  the  offense,  the  would-be  crim- 
inal is  not  guilty  of  all  the  elements  of  the  offense.'*  Also  where 
an  authorized  agent  of  the  owner  co-operates  with  the  suspected  thief 
in  planning  and  executing  the  offense,  there  is  no  crime.*'  But 
where  the  criminal  design  originates  with  the  accused,  and  the  owner 
or  his  agent  or  servant  does  not  suggest  the  design  nor  actively  urge 
the  commission  of  the  crime,  the  mere  fact  that  the  owner,  suspecting 
the  accused,  in  person  or  through  his  servant  or  agent  exposes  the 
property,  neglects  to  protect  it,  or  furnishes  facilities  for  the  execution 
of  the  criminal  design,  under  \he  expectation  that  the  accused  will 
take  the  property  or  avail  himself  of  the  facilities  furnished,  will 
not  amount  in  law  to  a  consent,  although  the  agent  or  servant,  by 
the  instructions  of  the  owner,  appears  to  co-operate  in  the  execution 
of  tlie  crime. Therefore  the  setting  of  such  trap  must  not  go  further 
than  to  afford  the  would-be  thief  the  amplest  opportunity  to  carry 
out  his  purpose,  formed  without  such  inducement  on  the  part  of  the 
owner  of  the  property  as  to  put  him  in  the  position  of  having  con- 
sented to  the  taking.** 

56.  Former  Jeopardy. — It  is  a  maxim  of  the  common  law  that  no 
man  shall  be  subject,  for  the  same  offense,  to  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy 
of  life  or  limb,  and  it  is  a  well  settled  rule,  in  applying  the  doctrine 
of  former  jeopardy,  that  a  prosecution  and  conviction  or  acquittal 
for  any  part  of  a  single  crime  bars  any  further  prosecution  based 
on  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  same  crime.*"  In  applying  this  rule 
to  larceny  it  has  been  announced  that  the  theft  of  several  articles 
at  one  and  the  same  time  and  place  constitutes  but  one  indivisible 
crime,  even  though  the  articles  belong  to  different  owners,  and  a 

15.  Connor  v.  People,  13  Colo.  373,  460, 18  Pac.  425,  9  A.  S.  R.  238;  Lowe 
33  Pac.  159,  36  A.  S.  R.  295,  25  L.R.A.  v.  State,  44  Pla.  449,  32  So.  956,  103 
341  and  note;  Love  v.  People,  160  III.  A.  S.  R.  171;  State  v.  Hull,  33  Ore. 
501,  43  N.  E.  710,  32  L.R.A.  139;  56,  54  Pae.  159,  72  A.  S.  R.  694  and 
Slate  V.  Hull,  33  Ore.  56,  54  Pac.  159,  note;  Com.  v.  Hollister,  157  Pa.  St. 
72  A.  S.  R.  694  and  note.  13,  27  Atl.  386,  25  L.R.A.  349;  San- 

Not«>s:  81  Am.  Dec.  365;  88  A.  S.  chez  v.  State,  48  Tex.  Crim.  591,  90 

R.  598.  S.  W.  641,  122  A.  S.  R.  772  and  note. 

See  Criminal  Law,  vol.  8,  p.  126  et  Notes:  81  Am.  Dee.  365;  88  A.  S, 

seq.  R.  598;  25  L.R.A.  342. 

16.  Topolewski  v.  State,  130  Wis.  19.  Topolewski  v.  State,  130  Wis. 
244,  109  N.  W.  1037,  118  A.  S.  R.  244,  109  N.  W.  1037,  118  A.  S.  R. 
1019,  10  Ann.  Caa.  627  and  note,  7  1019,  10  Ann.  Cas.  627  and  note,  7 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  756.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  756. 

17.  State  V.  Hull,  33  Ore.  56,  54  20.  State  v.  Emery,  68  Vt.  109,  34 
Pac.  159,  72  A.  S.  R.  694.  Atl.  432,  54  A.  S.  R.  878  and  note. 

Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  598.  See  CRiuiHii,  Law,  voL  8,  p.  134  et. 

18.  People  v.  Haaselman,  76  Cal.  seq. 
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conviction  or  acquittal  of  the  theft  of  one  of  the  articles  is  a  bar  to 
a  prosecution  for  the  theft  of  the  otliers.*  Another  rule  of  the  doc- 
trine of  former  jeopardy  is  that  a  former  acquittal  is  no  bar  to 
subsequent  prosecution  unless  the  accused  could  have  been  convicted 
on  the  first  indictment  on  proof  of  facts  averred  in  the  second,  and 
therefore  an  acquittal  of  procuring  property  by  false  pretenses  is  no 
defentic  to  an  indictment  for  larceny  of  the  same  goods,*  but  on 
acquittal  for  the  larceny  of  an  article  is  a  bar  to  a  subsequent  prose- 
cution for  larceny  of  the  same  article  in  fact  although  it  is  given 
a  different  name  in  the  indictment*  Likewise  an  acquittal  on  a 
charge  of  receiving  stolen  goods  is  a  bar  to  a  subsequent  prosecution 
for  larceny  of  the  goods  under  a  statute  providing  that  a  receiver 
of  stolen  goods  shall  be  prosecuted  and  punished  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  person  who  committed  the  theft.*  But  where  the  distinction 
between  accessories  and  principals  is  maintained,  an  acquittal  or 
conviction  of  larceny  will  not  bar  a  subsequent  prosecution  for  being 
an  accessory  before  the  fact  to  the  stealing  of  the  same  goods.'  An- 
other principle  of  former  jeopardy  is  that  an  acquittal  or  conviction 
on  an  indictment  for  a  greater  offense  is  a  bar  to  a  subsequent  prose- 
cution for  a  minor  offense  included  in  the  former,  if,  under  the 
indictment  for  the  greater  offense,  the  defendant  could  have  been 
convicted  of  the  lesser.  Hence  where  a  defendant  might  be  convicted 
of  larceny  on  an  indictment  for  robbery,  a  conviction  or  acquittal 
of  the  charge  of  robbery  will  bar  a  prosecution  for  the  larceny  of 
the  same  goods.*  But  a  verdict  of  guilty  under  rulings  and  instruc- 
tions of  the  court  that  an  information  charges  robbery,  which  is  set 
aside  because  the  information  only  charges  grand  larceny,  does  not 
entitle  the  accused  to  a  discharge  on  the  theory  that  he  has  been  in 
jeopardy  on  the  latter  charge.  For  the  rule  that  mere  error  in  decid- 
ing a  question  which  the  court  has  power  to  hear  and  determine  does 
not  render  Uie  judgment  void  applies  in  criminal  cases.^  Likewise  a 
conviction  for  a  lesser  offense  will  bar  a  prosecution  for  a  greater 

1.  Fisher  v.  Com.,  1  Bush   (Ky.)  91  Am.  Dec.  496. 

211,  89  Am.  Dec.  620;  Lorton  v.  State,  3.  Nordlinger  v.  United  States,  24 

7  Mo.  55,  37  Am.  Dec.  179;  Wilson  v.  App.  Cas.  (D.  C.)  406,  70  L.R.A.  227. 

State,  46  Tex.  76,  23  Am.  Rep.  602;  4.  State  v.  Fox,  83  Conn.  286,  76 

Quitzow  V.  State,  1  Tex.  App.  47,  28  Atl.  302,  19  Ann.  Cas.  682. 

Am.  Rep.  396;  Hudson  v.  State,  9  5.  Canton  Nat.  Bank  v.  American 

Tex,  App.  151,  35  Am.  Rep.  732;  Bonding,  etc.,  Co.,  Ill  Md.  41,  73  Atl. 

Alexander  v.  State,  21  Tex.  App.  406,  684,  18  Ann.  Cas.  820;  State  v.  Lar- 

17  8.  W.  139,  57  Am.  Rep.  617;  State  kin,  49  N.  H.  36,  6  Am.  Rep.  456. 

V.  Emery,  68  Vt.  109,  34  Atl.  432,  54  6.  State  v.  Brannon,  55  Mo.  63,  17 

A.  S.  R.  878  and  note;  Vought  v.  Am.  Rep.  643. 

State,  135  Wis.  6, 114  N.  W.  518,  64G,  7.  People  v.  Ham  Tong,  155  Cal. 

128  A.  S.  R.  1008,  32  LJl.A.(N.S.)  579,  102  Pac.  263,  132  A.  S.  R  Up, 

234.  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  481  and  note. 

2.  Dominick  v.  State,  40  Ala.  680. 
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offense  arising  out  of  the  same  transaction.  Tiius  a  conviction  of 
simple  larceny  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  will  bar  a  subsequent 
prosecution  for  larceny  from  a  dwelling  based  on  the  same  transac- 
tion, although  the  justice  had  no  jurisdiction  of  the  latter  offense.' 


57.  In  General. — ^In  general  an  indictment  which  charges  the  com- 
mission of  the  crime  in  the  words  of  the  statute  is  sofficient.*  But 
it  is  not  absolutely  necessary  to  follow  the  statute  in  every  detail. 
Hence  an  indictment  for  larceny  which  charges  ^e  felonious  taking 
and  carrying  away  of  property  is  good  alUiough  it  does  not  contain 
the  word  "steal."  And  even  in  jurisdictions  where  all  matters  of 
criminal  procedure  are  regulated  by  statute  it  has  been  held  that 
an  indictment  in  th«  common  law  form  is  sufficient^*  A  general 
rule  of  criminal  pleading  is  that  if  an  offense  may  be  committed  iu' 
various  modes,  the  party  charged  is  entitled  to  have  that  mode  stated 
in  the  indictment  which  is  to  be  proved  on  the  trial.^*  Where  an 
act  which  was  not  larceny  at  common  law  is  made  larceny  by  statute 
it  is  not  sufficient  to  charge  the  commission  of  larceny  merely,  but 
the  indictment  should  state  the  particular  act  specified  by  statute  as 
constituting  the  crime.*'  Thus  an  indictment  simply  charging  lar- 
ceny js  not  sufficient  where  the  crime  committed  is  what  at  common 
law  would  be  embezzlement,  swindling,  or  theft  by  bailee,  although 
all  such  crimes  are  characterized  by  statute  as  larceny.**  An  indict- 
ment to  be  sufficient  must  charge  every  essential  element  of  the 
crime  and  if  it  omits  to  charge  any  element  which  is  necessary  it  is 
fatally  defective.  Thus  an  indictment  is  not  sufficient  to  support  a 
conviction  where  it  fails  to  charge  that  the  property  was  taken  with 
a  felonious  intent  of  the  accused  to  appropriate  it.**  It  is  not  neces- 
sary to  allege  evidentiary  matter  in  an  indictment,  therefore  the 
method  and  manner  of  the  unlawful  taking  and  carrying  away  need 
not  be  set  out  to  permit  the  introduction  of  evidence  thereof.**  An 
indictment  should  state  the  date  of  the  commission  of  the  offense, 

8.  State  V.  Sampson,  157  la.  267,  178,  50  Am.  Rep.  122. 

138  N.  W.  473,  42  L.B.A.{N.S.)  967.     13.  United  States  v.  Northway,  120 

9.  State  V.  Smart,  4  Rich.  L.  (S.  U.  S.  327,  7  S.  Ct.  580,  30  U.  S.  (L. 
C.)  356,  55  Am.  Dec.  683;  Kerry  v.  ed.)  664. 

Stete,  17  Tex.  App.  178,  50  Am.  Rep.     14.  Long  v.  State,  39  Tex.  Crim. 

122.  461,  46  S.  W.  821,  73  A.  S.  B.  954. 

10.  Engleman  v.  State,  2  Ind.  91,  16.  Jones  v.  State,  25  Tex.  App. 
52  Am.  Dec.  494.  621,  8  S.  W.  801,  8  A.  8.  R.  449. 

11.  People  V.  Miller,  169  N.  Y.  339,  16.  State  v.  Dobbins,  152  la.  632, 
62  N.  E.  418,  88  A.  S.  R.  546.  132  N.  W.  805,  42  L.B.A.(N.S.)  735 

12.  Kerry  v.  State,  17  Tex.  App.  and  note. 
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but  a  complaint  or  warrant  for  larceny  which  leaves  the  day  of  the 
month  blank  will  authorize  the  detention  of  the  person  charged  until 
a  preliminary  examination  can  be  held.^'  And  even  if  an  indict- 
ment states  that  the  crime  was  committed  "on  the  —  day"  of  a  month 
subsequent  to  the  finding  of  the  indictment,  auch  defect  will  be  cured 
where  it  is  afterwards  alleged,  in  express  terms,  that  the  crime  was 
committed  before  the  Hnding  of  the  indictment'^  The  law  applicable 
to  indictments  and  informations  generally  has  been  fully  discussed 
in  another  article  in  this  work.^* 

58.  Charging  Two  or  More  Offenses. — ^Two  offenses  committed  by 
the  same  person  may  be  included  in  the  same  indictment,  in  differ- 
ent counts,  where  they  are  of  the  same  general  nature  and  belong 
to  the  same  family  of  crimes,  and  where  the  mode  of  trial  and  nature 
of  the  punishment  are  also  the  same,  although  they  may  be  punished 
with  different  degrees  of  severity.**  Thus  larceny  from  the  person 
and  obtaining  money  under  false  pretenses  are  within  this  description 
and  may  be  joined  in  the  same  indictment'  For  the  same  reason 
counts  for  larceny  may  be  joined  with  counts  for  embezzlement,  at 
least  when  the  punishment  is  the  same  for  both  crimes,  which  is 
usually  the  case,  and  if  one  offense  only  is  charged,  the  court  will 
not  compel  the  prosecution  to  elect.*  However,  it  has  been  held  that, 
even  under  a  statute  declaring  acts  of  embc^ement  to  constitute 
larceny,  the  prosecution  cannot  proceed  on  an  indictment  charging, 
in  separate  counts,  embezzlement  and  larceny,  without  electing  on 
which  count  it  will  proceed,  because  the  two  offenses  are  separate 
and  distinct  and  the  legislature  cannot  by  giving  a  particular  offense 
the  same  name  as  another  offense  make  the  two  but  one,  or  change 
the  nature  of  either.'  The  offenses  of  larceny  and  receiving  stolen 
poods  may  be  charged  in  the  same  indictment,  for  while  tibey  are 
different  offenses,  and  puni^ed  by  different  degrees  of  severity,  still 
they  differ  only  in  degree,  and  belong  to  the  same  class  of  crimes,  and 
may  be  well  united,  and  often  must  be,  if  justice  is  to  be  administered, 
for  it  may  be  doubtful  whether  ihe  proof  will  sustain  the  charge  of 
larceny,  or  only  the  more  mitigated  offense  of  rectiving  stolen  goods, 
knowing  them  to  be  stolen,  and  the  indictment  must  therefore  be 
found  so  as  to  meet  either  charge,  and  such  is  the  comnion  practice.* 

17.  State  V.  White,  76  Kan.  654,  92  599  and  note.  And  see  Indictments 
Pac.  829,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  556.  and  Informations,  vol.  14,  p.  196.  . 

18.  Jones  v.  Com.,  1  Bush  (Ky.)  1.  Johnson  v.  State,  29  Ala.  62,  65 
34,  89  Am.  De;;.  605.  Am.  Dec.  383. 

19.  See  Indictments  and  Informa-  2.  Note:  98  Am.  Deo.  160. 

moNS,  vol.  14,  p.  150.  3.  State  v.  Pinnegeau,  127  la.  286, 

20.  Johnson  v.  State,  29  Ala.  62,  65  103  N.  W.  155,  4  Ann.  Cas.  628. 
Am.  Dee.  383  and  note;  State  v.  Par-  4,  State  v.  Rountrae,  80  S.  C.  387, 
ker,  262  Mo.  169,  170  S.  W.  1121,  61  S.  E.  1072,  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  833; 
1/  R.A.1915C  121;  Hampton  v.  State,  Ham p  on  v.  State,  8  Humph.  (Tenn.) 
i  Uomph.  (Tenn.)  69,  47  Am.  Dec.  69,  47  Am.  Dec.  599. 
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59.  Several  Articles  Belonging  to  Different  Owners. — It  is  a  well 
settled  rule  of  law  that  only  one  crime  can  be  charged  in  the  same 
count*  The  question  of  duplicity  most  frequently  arises  where  the 
crime  consists  in  stealing  on  the  same  expedition  several  articles 
belonging  to  different  owners.  The  rule  generally  adopted  is  that 
where  several  articles  are  stolen,  the  ownership  being  in  different 
persons,  and  the  larceny  is  committed  at  one  and  the  same  time  and 
place,  the  offense  may  be  charged  as  one  crime  and  in  a  single  count.^ 
This  is  based  on  the  principle  that  however  diverse  the  ownership  of 
property  which  is  the  subject  of  larceny  if  the  act  of  taking  consti- 
tutes but\  single  act,  but  one  offense  is  committed.'  It  is  equally 
well  settled  that  if,  on  the  same  expedition,  there  are  several  distinct 
larcenous  takings,  as  taking  the  goods  of  one  person  at  one  place, 
and  afterward  taking  the  goods  of  another  person  at  another  place, 
and  so  on,  as  many  crimes  are  committed  as  there  are  several  and 
distinct  takings.  And  such  separate  crimes  cannot  be  charged  in 
the  same  count  ;^  and  this  is  true  although  the  thefts  may  all  have 
been  committed  in  n^id  succession  and  in  pursuance  of  a  formed 
design  to  steal.^  The  general  rule  appears  to  be  that  where  it  is 
alleged  in  one  count  of  an  indictment  that  articles  belonging  to  differ- 
ent owners  were  stolen  by  the  accused,  the  indictment  must  allege 
that  all  of  the  goods  were  stolen  at  the  same  time  and  place.'*  This 
is  so  for  the  reason  that  the  court  cannot  assume  that,  where  articles 
were  stolen  from  different  persons,  they  were  all  stolen  at  one  and  the 
same  time.*'  However,  in  some  instances  indictments  failing  par- 
ticularly to  allege  that  the  larceny  of  articles  from  different  owners 

6.  See  Indictmbhts  akd  iHrosuA-  7,  State  v.  Sampson,  157  la.  267, 

TiONS,  vol.  14,  p.  194.  138  N.  W.  473,  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  967 

6.  Clemm  t.  State,  164  Ala.  12,  45  and  note;  Dalton  v.  State,  91  Kiss. 

So.  212,  129  A.  S.  R.  17  and  note;  162,  44  So.  802, 124  A.  S.  R.  637  and 

Holies  V.  United  States,  3  MacArthur  note;  Lorton  v.  State,  7  Mo.  55,  37 

(D.  C.)  370,  36  Am.  Rep.  106;  State  Am.  Dec.  179. 

V.  Sampson,  157  la.  257,  138  N.  W.  8.  State  v.  Sampson,  157  la.  257, 

473,  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  967  and  note;  133  N.  W.  473,  42  L.R.A.{N.S.)  967; 

Dalton  V.  State,  91  Miss.  162,  44  So.  state  v.  Emery,  68  Vt.  109,  34  Atl. 

802,  124  A.  S.  R.  637;  State  v.  Mag-  430  54  a.  S.  R.  878. 

^^i'  i^^.JJ"-  f^'  9'  State  V.  Maggard,  160  Mo.  469, 

^  ®9R  M  1QR  rTp'  fin9  QQ^A^T  «  S.  W.  184,  83  A.  S.  R.  484  and 
las,  26  Nev.  196,  65  Pac.  802,  99  A.  fa. 

5;  ^1q'  ®if  a™    R^'S??-'  P..k*'v  Clemm  v.  State,  154  Ala.  12, 

?  ^tf -(4  T«;f^r,^^'81  111  S^W  45  So.  212,  129  A.  S.  R.  17;  Joslyn 
?  S  'l6Vnrc'as"'S83'''  -  Stat^       Jnd.  160.  27  K  E  4^ 

Note:  97  Am.  Dec.  69.  25  A  S.  B.  425j  P«k  v^  State,  54 

Conviction  or  acquittal  on  a  charge  Tex.  Crun.  81,  111  8.  W.  1019,  16 
of  stealing  one  article  as  leave  to  Ann.  Cas.  583  and  note, 
prosecation  for  stealing  another  ar-     11.  Joslyn  v.  Stat«,  128  Ind.  160, 
tide  at  the  same  time  and  place,  see  27  N.  £.  492,  26  A.  8.  R.  426. 
supra,  par.  66. 
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occurred  at  the  same  time  and  place  have  been  sustained.'*  Accord- 
ingly it  has  been  held  that  an  indictment  which  alleges  that  on  a  day 
and  in  a  coimty  named  the  accused  stole  COTtain  articles,  the  prop- 
er^ of  different  owners,  is  sufficient.'' 

60.  Description  of  Property  Generally. — In  the  absence  of  a  con- 
trolling statute  an  indictment  for  larceny  should  describe  the  property 
alleged  to  have  been  taken  with  reasonable  certainty,  or,  as  is  some- 
times said,  witfi  "certainty  to  a  common  intent."  This  means 
that  the  property  should  be  so  described  as  to  individualize  the  trans- 
action to  such  an  extent  that  the  description  as  laid  will  enable  the 
court  to  determine  that  the  property  alleged  to  have  been  taken  is 
the  subject  of  larceny,'^  shoW  the  jury  tiiat  the  thinget  stolen  an 
those  on  which  the  indictment  is  founded,'*  reasonably  inform  the 
accused  of  the  instance  meant  in  conformity  with  the  usual  constitu- 
tional guaranty  that  a  person  accused  of  crime  shall  have  the  right 
to  demand  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation,  so  that  he  may 
properly  prepare  his  defense,"  and  be  such  that  the  judgment  ren- 
dered after  trial  on  the  indictment  may  be  pleaded  in  bar  of  a  sub- 
sequent prosecution  for  the  same  offense.'®  At  least,  a  description 
sufficiently  broad  to  satisfy  this  rule  would  undoubtedly  be  beyond 
question.  But  it  should  be  remembered  that  in  the  great  majority  of 
jurisdictions  the  particularity  required  at  common  law  has  been  abro- 
gated, in  part  at  least,  by  statute,  so  that  the  description  in  an  indict- 
ment for  larceny  would  not  have  to  be  stated  with  such  minuteness 


12.  State  T.  Douglas,  26  Not.  196, 
66  Pac.  802,  99  A.  S.  R.  688. 

Note:  16  Ann.  Caa.  587. 

13.  State  V.  Douglas,  26  Nev.  196, 
65  Pac.  802,  99  A.  S.  R.  688. 

14.  Engleman  v.  State,  2  Ind.  91,  52 
Am.  Dec  494;  Merwin  v.  People,  26 
Uich.  298,  12  Am.  Rep.  314;  Lord  v. 
State,  20  N.  H.  404,  51  Am.  Dee. 
231;  State  v.  Brown,  12  N.  C.  137. 
17  Am.  Dee.  562;  State  v.  Patrick,  79 
N.  C.  656,  28  Am.  Rep.  340;  Dlg- 
nowitty  v.  State,  17  Tex.  521,  67  Am. 
Dec.  670  and  note;  State  v.  Morey,  2 
Wis.  494,  60  Am.  Dec.  439. 

Note:  L.R.A.1915B  71. 
See  also  lNDicrME>TTs  and  Infor- 
mations, vol.  14,  p.  183. 

15.  Gulp  V.  State,  1  Port.  (Ala.) 
33,  26  Am.  Dec.  357;  State  v.  Parker, 
34  Ark.  158,  36  Am.  Rep.  5;  McCartv 
V.  State,  1  "Wash.  377,  25  Pae.  299,  22 
A.  S.  R.  152. 

Note:  UR.A.mSB  71. 

16.  People  V.  Hunt,  251  111.  446,  96 


N.  E.  220,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  933;  Mer- 
win V.  People,  26  Mich.  298,  12  Am. 
Rep.  314. 
Note:  L.R.A.1915B  71. 

17.  People  V.  Hunt.  251  111.  446,  96 
N.  E.  220,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  933;  Mer- 
win V.  People,  26  Mieh.  298,  12  Am. 
Rep.  314;  Calentine  v.  State,  50  Tex. 
Grim.  154,  94  S.  W.  1061,  123  A.  S. 
R.  837;  Patrick  v.  State,  50  Tex. 
Grim.  496,  98  S.  W.  840,  123  A.  S. 
R.  861.  14  Ann.  Gas.  177. 

Note:  L.R.A.1915B  71. 

18.  People  V.  Hunt,  251  111.  446,  96 
N.  E.  220,  36  L.K.A.(N.S.)  933;  Com. 
V.  Brettum,  100  Mass.  206,  97  Am. 
Dec.  95;  Merwin  v.  People,  26  Mich. 
298,  12  Am.  Rep.  314;  Calentine  v. 
State,  50  Tex.  Grim.  154,  94  S.  W. 
10(!1,  123  A.  S.  R.  837;  Patrick  v. 
State,  50  Tex.  Crim.  496,  98  S.  W. 
840.  123  A.  S.  R.  861,  14  Ann.  Gas. 
177. 

Notes:  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  938;  L.R.A. 
1915B  71. 
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of  detail  as  would  be  necessary  were  the  above  stated  rule  strictly 
applied.^*  -If  a  sufficiently  certain  description  cannot  be  given  because 
unknown,  all  that  is  required  is  to  all^e  ih&t  fact  in  the  indictment 
or  information,  for  the  law  is  not  inclined  to  require  a  greater  certainty 
than  the  nature  of  the  case  affords;  and  consequently,  to  avoid  what 
would  in  many  instances  result  in  a  failure  of  justice  were  the  rule 
requiring  a  definite  description  enforced,  the  courtb  make  an  exception 
if  the  ordinarily  essential  descriptive  facts  cannot  be  stated  because 
neither  known  nor  obtainable.**  The  relaxation  of  the  rule  in  this 
regard  results  from  necessity,  and  cannot  be  invoked  where  the  par- 
ticulars omitted  from  the  indictment  were  within  the  knowledge  of  the 
grand  jury,  or  might  have  been  ascertained  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary 
dihgence.^  On  the  whole  it  seems  that,  in  the  absence  of  statutory 
regulation  or  established  rule  in  the  jurisdiction  in  question,  the  safest 
couree  undoubtedly  is  to  describe  the  property  alleged  to  have  been 
taken  with  as  much  particularity  as  the  known  facts  will  permit,  and 
if  facts  deemed  essential  axe  not  known,  allege  that  fact,  as  in  many 
instances  such  a  recital,  as  is  above  noted,  will  cure  an  otherwise 
insufficient  description.  Care  should  be  exercised,  however,  not  to 
allege  facts  with  greater  particularity  than  can  be  proved,  as  all  speci- 
fications not  rejected  as  surplusage  must  be  proved  as  laid,  and  not 
to  allege  ignorance  of  a  raore  particular  description  except  where 
necessity  demands.^ 

61.  Name  of  Article. — Property  alleged  to  have  been  taken  should 
be  described  by  the  name  usually  applied  to  it  when  in  the  con- 
dition it  was  in  when  taken.'  The  rule  in  criminal  pleading  adopted 
in  some  jurisdictions  is  that  an  indictment  for  leuceny  is  sufficient 
as  r^ards  description  if  the  thing  stolen  be  designated  by  the  generic 
name  of  the  class  to  which  it  belongs.*  And  it  is  a  generally  accepted 
doctrine  that  in  such  case  a  conviction  may  be  had  on  proof  of  the 
unlawful  taking  of  a  specific  thing  clearly  within  that  class.*  How- 
ever,  it  has  been  held  that  an  indictment  alleging  the  theft  of  "meat" 

19.  State  V.  Smart,  4  Rich.  L.  (S.  Notes:  61  Am.  Deo.  232;  L.R.A. 

C.)  356,  55  Am.  Dec.  683;  Patrick  v.  1915B  71. 

State,  50  Tex.  Crim.  496,  98  S.  W.  1.  People  v.  Hunt,  251  lU.  446,  96 

840,  123  A.  S.  R.  861,  14  Ann.  Cas.  N.  E.  220,  36  UR.A.(N.S.)  933. 

177.  Note:  L.R.A.1915B  71. 

Note:  L.R.A.1915B  71.  2.  Note:  L.R.A.1915B  71. 

20.  Verberg  v.  State,  137  Ala.  73,  3.  Note:  L.R.A.1915B  71. 

34  So.  848,  97  A.  S.  R.  17;  Enson  v.  4.  Jones  v.  State,  64  Fla.  92,  59 

State,  58  Fla.  37,  50  So.  948,  138  A.  So.  892,  L.R.A.1915B  71  and  note; 

S.  R.  92  and  note,  18  Ami.  Cas.  940;  Nordlinger  v.  United  States,  24  App. 

People  V.  Hunt,  251  111.  446,  96  N.  E.  Cas.  (D.  C.)  406,  70  L.R.A.  227. 

220,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  933;  Hamilton  6.  Nordlinger  v.  United  States,  24 

V.  State,  60  Ind.  193,  28  Am.  Rep.  App.  Caa.  (D.  C.)  406,  70  L.B.A. 

653;  Merwin  v.  People,  26  Bfieh.  298,  227. 
12  Am.  R«p.  314. 
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is  insufficient,  and  that  the  particalar  kind  of  meat  should  be  stated.* 
A  thing  or  article  alleged  to  have  been  stolen  may  be  described  by  the 
particular  name  by  which  it  is  known  to  trade  or  In  the  arts,  pursuits, 
or  employments  of  Ufa'  And  a  description  is  not  rendered  insufficient 
for  the  purpose  of  identification  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  some  of  the 
words  of  description  consist  of  technical  terms  requiring  explanation 
by  expert  testimony  • 

62.  Description  of  Honey  and  Bank  Bills. — ^An  indictment  for  steal- 
ing money  is  not  sufficient,  if  it  state  only  the  a^^regate  amount, 
without  any  specification  of  the  number,  kind  or  denomination  of 
ihe  pieces;  but  the  number  of  the  pieces  and  their  denomination,  and 
whether  of  silver,  gold  or  copper,  should  be  stated,  and  regularly 
the  value  of  each  kind,  if  known.'  Hence  a  common  law  inctict- 
ment  for  the  larceny  of  money,  which  merely  describes  the  subject 
of  the  larceny  as  a  certain  number  of  dollars  in  lawful  mon^  of 
the  government,  of  a  stated  value,  would  be  too  indefinite  and  uncer- 
tain, and  should,  according  to  the  great  weight  of  authority,  be 
quashed  on  motion.'*  It  is  necessary  to  allege  that  the  money  stolen 
is  lawful  money  or  current  coin  of  the  United  States  or  some  other 
government  It  is  not  necessary,  however,  to  allege  that  bank  bills 
are  genuine  where  they  are  described  as  bilb  of  a  specified  bank  and 
of  a  certain  value.''  In  respect  to  the  necessity  of  fdleging  the  par- 
ticular bank  which  issued  the  bills  in  question,  if  the  indictment  is 
drawn  under  a  statute  making  it  a  felony  to  steal  the  notes  of  any 
bank  chartered  by  the  government  or  any  individual  state,  it  must 
aver  of  what  bank  the  notes  are,  and  whether  incorporated  by  the 
United  States  or  by  an  individual  state.  The  particularity  with  which 
money  must  be  described  in  an  indictment  is  expressly  regulated  by 
statute  in  many  jurisdictions,  the  statutes  generally  providing  that 
when  necessaty  to  make  an  averment  as  to  any  money,  bank  bills, 
United  States  Treasury  notes,  etc.,  it  shall  be  suffident  to  des(^bc 
such  money,  etc.,  simply  as  money,  without  specifying  any  particular 
coin,  bill,  or  currency.  It  is  obvious  that  where  such  statutes  jn^vail, 
a  general  description  of  the  money  charged  to  have  been  stolen  ia 

6.  State  V.  Patrick,  79  N.  C.  655,  28  Hunt,  251  111.  446,  96  N.  E.  220,  36 
Am;  Rep.  340;  State  v.  Morey,  2  Wis.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  933  and  note:  Com.  t. 
494,  60  Am.  Dec.  439.  Grimes,  10  Qny  (BfasB.)  470,  71  Am. 

7.  Dignowitty  t.  State,  17  Tex.  621,  Dee.  666;  Herwin  t.  People,  26  Mich. 
67  Am.  Dec.  670  nnd  note.  298,  12  Am.  Rep.  314;  Lord  v.  Sti^ 

Note:  L.R.Ajmr)B  75.  20  N.  H.  404,  51  Am.  Dec.  231. 

8.  Note:  L.R.A.1015B  75.  Notes:  51  Am.  Dec  233,  234;  10  A. 

9.  People  V.  Bait,  14  Cal.  101,  73  S.  R.  174. 

Am.  Dee.  631   (this  case  was  later      10.  People  v.  Hunt,  251  111.  446,  96 
limited  to  the  extent  that  it  is  not  N.  E.  220,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  933. 
necessary  to  aver  the  specific  value  of     11.  Note:  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  934. 
each  piece,  if  the  total  value  is  givea,     12.  State  t.  Smart,  4  Rich.  Lb  (S. 
73  Am.  Dec.  632  note);  People  v.  C.)  356,  55  Am.  Dec  683. 
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sufficient  And  the  particularity  of  description  ordinarily  required 
in  the  description  of  money  is  also  dispensed  with  where  the  statutes 
provide  that  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  describe  property  of  any 
kind  in  an  indictment,  a  general  description  of  the  same  by  name, 
kind,  quantity,  and  ownership,  if  known,  shall  be  sufficient,  and 
money  has  been  declared  to  be  property.**  However,  where  a  statute 
specifies  the  various  kinds  of  money  or  its  equivalent  which  may 
be  the  subject  of  larceny,  an  indictment  should  describe  the  property 
by  following  some  description  given  in  the  statute.*^  The  descrip- 
tion of  the  money  stolen  is  often  unknown  except  in  a  general  way, 
for  which  reason  a  particular  description  cannot  be  given,  and,  to 
prevent  what  would  otherwise  be  a  failure  of  justice  in  a  large  num- 
ber of  cases,  it  has  been  held,  ss  before  stated,  that  the  otherwise 
insufficient  description  may  be  cured  by  an  averment  of  such  lack 
of  knowledge.** 

63.  Animals. — In  an  indictment  for  the  larceny  of  a  domestic  ani- 
mal, as  in  other  cases,  the  property  alleged  to  have  been  stolen  should 
be  described  with  reasonable  certainty ;  and  where  the  description  i? 
so  vague  or  uncertain  as  not  to  advise  the  accused  of  the  particular 
kind  or  character  of  property  stolen,  the  indictment  will  be  held 
insufficient.**  In  a  majority  of  jurisdictions  it  is  sufficient  to  refer 
to  the  animal  by  the  name  commonly  implied  to  it,  without  further 
description.*'  And  a  particular  description  of  the  animal — as  that 
it  was  a  certain  color,  age,  weight,  mark,  brand,  or  sex — is  not  necei- 
sary.**  With  respect  to  whether  an  animal  must  be  described  as 
dead  or  alive,  the  rule  is  that  an  indictment  for  larceny  of  a  dead 
animal  must  state  that  it  was  dead;  since  the  law  presumes  an  animal 
to  be  alive  unless  otherwise  stated,  and  proof  could  not  be  made  which 
would  support  the  indictment.**  Since  wild  animals  are  not  the 
subject  of  larceny  unless  reclaimed,  confined,  or  dead,  an  indictment 
for  the  larceny  of  a  wild  animal  is  fatally  defective  if  it  fails  to 
allege  the  existence  of  any  of  Uiese  conditions.**  But  the  principle 
that  in  an  indictment  for  stealing  animals  ferae  naturae  it  must  be 
alleged,  in  order  to  show  property  in  the  animals,  that  they  were 
dead  or  reclaimed,  or  tamed,  or  in  the  actual  power  or  possession 
of  another  pei-son,  does  not  apply  in  the  case  of  an  indictment  for 
stealing  oysters.*  '  • 

13.  Note:  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  Wl.  17.  Note:  17  Ann.  Cas.  736. 

14.  State  T.  Williams,  19  Ala.  15,     18.  Jones  v.  State.  51  Miss.  718,  24 
54  Am.  Dec.  184.  Am.  Rep.  6.^. 

Notes:61Am.  Dec.  232;10  A.  S.  R.  Notes:  L.R.A.1915B  76,  17  Ann. 

174.  Cas.  736. 

15.  Enson  v.  State,  58  Fla.  37,  60  19.  Notes:  L.R.A.1915B  75:  17  Ann. 
So.  948,  138  A.  S.  R.  92, 18  Ann.  Cas.  Cas.  740. 

940  and  note.  20.  Note:  17  Ann.  Cas.  740. 

16.  Moblev  V.  State,  67  Fla.  22,  49  1.  State  v.  Taylor,  27  N.  J.  L.  117, 
Ko.  941,  17  Ann.  Cas.  735.  72  Am.  Dee.  347. 
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64.  Statutory  Provisions. — Many  jurisdictions  have  statutes  which 
influence  or  control  the  particularity  of  description  essential  to  the 
validity  of  an  indictment  These  statutes  are  of  various  scopes,  rang- 
ing from  those  which  are  of  general  application  to  those  which  spe- 
eifically  designate  the  kind  of  description  that  must  be  given.  Of 
the  former  class  are  those  which  require  the  facts  to  he  stated  in 
ordinary  and  concise  language,  and  in  such  manner  as  to  enable 
persons  of  common  understanding  to  know  the  exact  charge  which 
is  to  be  made.  But  if  a  statute  makes  a  thing  the  subject  of  larceny 
the  taking  of  which  is  not  indictable  at  common  law,  and  the  words 
of  the  statute  are  descriptive,  it  will  be  strictly  construed,  and  the 
thing  must  be  so  described  as  clearly  to  bring  it  within  the  meaning 
of  the  statute.*  There  is  a  decided  conflict  of  authority  as  to  the 
method  of  description  to  be  employed  where  the  statutes  enumerate 
several  objects  falling  wjthin  tiie  same  class.  One  rule  is  that  where 
the  statute  describes  more  than  one  object  or  thing  belonging  to  the 
same  class  or  species,  the  indictment  must  be  framed  according  to 
the  particular  facts,  even  though  one  of  the  descriptive  terms,  if 
taken  in  a  generic  sense,  is  sufficiently  comprehensive  to  include  all.* 
But  this  rule  has  not  been  universally  adopted,  and  another  rule  has 
lometimes  been  acted  on  to  the  effect  that  where  the  statute  uses  a 
term  which  in  its  generic  sense  would  include  other  names  used  in 
the  statute,  the  use  of  the  particular  term  is  sufficient.*  Where  an 
offense  is  charged  in  one  clause  of  a  statute  and  an  exception  is  stated 
in  a  subsequent  clause  or  statute,  the  indictment  need  not  describe 
the  property  so  as  to  show  that  the  subject  of  the  larceny  does  not 
fall  within  the  exception,  but  the  rule  is  otherwise  if  the  offense 
and  exception  are  contained  in  the  same  clause.' 

65.  Value. — ^It  is  a  well  settled  rule  of  the  common  law  that  an 
indictment  for  larceny  must  allege  the  value  of  the  article  alleged 
to  have  been  stolen.  This  rule  had  its  origin  in  the  practice  of 
distinguishing  between  grand  and  petit  larceny  with  reference  to 
the  extent  of  the  puni^ment^  that  being  dependent  in  some  measure 
upon  the  value  of  the  article  stolen.*  And  at  the  present  time  the 

2.  Note:  L.R.A.1915B  79.  that  a  "mare"  conld  not  properly  be 

3.  Mobley  v.  State,  57  Fla.  22,  49  described  by  the  use  of  the  term  "fil- 
So.  941,  17  Ann.  Cas.  735  (hold-  ly") Brisco  v.  State,  4  Tex.  App.  219, 
iDg  that  a  "three  or  foar  year  oM  30  Am.  Hep.  162  (holdii^  tJiat  a 
steer''  cannot  be  described  as  "a  cow"  "ridgeling"  could  not.  be  described  as 
where  the  statute  draws  a  distinction  a  "gelding"). 

between  a  cow  and  steer  by  enumerate      Note:  L.B.A.1915B  80. 

ing  both);   State  v.  McDonald,  10      4.  Note :  L.B.A.1915B  80. 

Mont.  21,  24  Pac.  628,  24  A.  S.  R.  2.)     B.  Notes:  L.RJIJ916B  83;  17  Ann. 

(holding  in  effect  that  a  "gelding"  can-  Caa.  737. 

not  be  described  as  a  "horse"   or      6.  State  v.  Goodwin,  86  Me.  ^7,  30 
"colt") ;  Lunsford  v.  State,  1  Tex.  AtL  74,  41  A,  S.  E,  5S4  and  notab 
App.  448,  2S  Am.  Rep.  414  (holding 
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rule  is  that  where  the  grade  of  larceny  and  consequently  the  punish- 
ment depends  on  the  value  of  the  property  it  is  essential  that  the 
value  be  alleged.'  Although  it  is  essential  that  property  stolen  have 
some  value,^  still  the  rule  is  that  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  value 
be  alleged  in  the  indictment  where  the  distinction  between  grand 
and  petit  larceny  has  been  abolished.*  Hence  where  the  statute  does 
not  make  the  grade  of  the  o£Fense  or  the  punishment  therefor  depend- 
ent on  the  value  of  the  property  stolen,  but  determines  them  entirely 
by  the  class  or  species  of  such  property,  it  is  not  necessary  to  allege 
the  value.***  An  indictment  or  information  charging  the  larceny  of 
several  articles  is  not  defective  because  it  alleges  the  aggregate  value 
thereof,  though  it  is  more  approved  pleading  to  allege  the  value  of  each 
separate  article.**  And  it  has  been  held  that  the  value  of  each  article 
must  be  alleged,  as  it  would  be  impossible  to  fix  the  grade  of  the  offense 
if  the  proof  showed  a  larceny  of  only  a  part  of-the  articles.**  As  to  the 
allegation  of  value  where  the  property  consists  of  coin  or  bank  notes 
the  decisions  are  not  in  harmony.  In  some  jurisdictions  the  rule  is 
that  a  direct  allegation  of  value  is  not  essential ;  *•  while  in  others  the 
value  of  money  or  bcmk  notes  must  be  alleged,**  especially  where  the 
charge  is  for  tfie  theft  of  foreign  money.^  It  is  probably  suificient, 
however,  to  allege  the  aggregate  value  of  the  money  witliout  stating  the 
value  of  each  piece.**  An  allegation  of  value  will  not  be  insufiicient 
by  reason  of  the  omission  of  the  dollar  mark  preceding  the  figures, 
or  by  the  fact  that  the  decimal  point  is  represented  by  a  line  begin- 
ning at  the  proper  place  and  extending  under  the  last  two  figures.*' 
66.  Ownership. — ^An  essential  element  of  the  crime  is  that  the 
goods  stolen  must  have  been  the  property  of  another  than  ^e  thief.** 
It  is  therefore  essential  that  the  indictment  contain  an  averment 
that  the  property  belonged  to  some  person  other  than  the  defend- 
ant; *'  or,  as  otherwise  expressed,  it  must  allege  the  poaseesion  from 

7.  State  T.  Goodwin,  86  Me.  427,  30  904  and  not& 

Atl.  74,  41  A.  S.  E.  564  and  note;  Note:  2  Ann.  Cm.  869. 

Woodring  V.  Territory,  14  Okla.  250,  H  McCarto- v.  State,  1  Wadi.  877, 

78  Pac.  85,  2  Ann.  Cas.  855.  25  Pa^  209,  &  A.  8.  R.  162. 

Note:  2  Ann.  Cas.  857.  J*-          2  Aim.  0«s.  858. 

8.  See  snpra,  par.  32.  -  ^K^''  ®^        »«•  233;  2  Ann. 

9.  State  V.  Goodwin,  86  Me.  427,  30  „         p„  rrq 
AU.  74,  41  A  S,  R.  564  ^d  no^;  ^  m 
Woodnng  V  Temtory,  14  OUa.  250,  Wainwright,  128  Tonn. 
78  Pac.  85,  2  Ann.  Cas.  655  and  note.  544^  ^gg  S.  W.  583,  Am.  Cas.  1915C 

10.  Woodring  v.  Territory,  14  Okla.  333  ' 

250,  78  Pac.  85,  2  Ann.  Cas.  855.  ig.  g^e  supra,  par.  27,  28. 

Note:  2  Ann.  Cas.  857.  19.  people  v.  Hansehnan,  76  Cal. 

11.  State  V.  Moore,  129  N.  C.  494,  39  46O,  18  Pac.  425,  9  A.  S.  R.  238  and 
S.  E.  626, 65  L.R.A.  96;  State  v.  Brew,  note;  People  v.  Bennett,  37  N.  Y.  117, 
4  Wash.  95,  29  Pac.  762,  31  A.  S.  R.  93  Am.  Dec.  651;  State  t.  Ryan,  4 
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which  the  property  was  taken.**  It  is  well  settled  that  the  ownership 
may  be  laid  either  in  the  real  owner,i  or  in  the  person  in  whose 
possession  the  property  was  at  Uie  time  of  tiae  th^t*  Hence  the 
property  may  be  alleged  to  be  that  of  one  who  was  in  possession 
as  bailee^  agent,  trustee,  executor  or  ■dministrator.'  As  between  a 
lessee  and  lessor  under  a  contract  whereby  the  lessee  is  obliged  to 
keep  the  property  in  repair,  the  ownership  of  fixtures  should  be  laid 
in  the  lessee.*  While  it  has  been  held  that  the  ownership  or  posses- 
sion cannot  be  laid  in  one  who  has  merely  the  custody,  as  a  serv- 
ant," still  it  has  been  held  that  the  ownership  may  be  laid  in  one 
who  had  previously  stolen  the  goods  from  the  true  owner.*  In  some 
cases,  on  the  theory  that  a  deceased  person  cannot  have  goods  or 
chattels  which  aro  the  subject  of  larceny,  tiie  view  seems  to  be  taken 
that  no  conviction  can  follow  under  an  indictment  which  lays  the 
ownership  of  the  thing  stolen  in  the  deceased  person  or  his  estate.' 
Where  several  articles  are  stolen  the  indictment  should  allege  the 
ownership  of  each  article  and  not  generally  that  the  articles  belonged 
to  ihe  several  owners.'  At  common  law,  the  personal  property  of 
a  married  woman  being  that  of  her  husband,  an  information  or 
indictment  must  allege  the  ownenthip  to  be  in  the  husband  *  though 
the  ownership  may  be  laid  in  the  wife  whero  she  is  living  apart 
from  her  husband;    and  under  a  married  woman's  property  acts  an 


McCord  L.  (S.  C.)  16,  17  Am.  Dee.  8o.  63,  100  A.  S.  B.  22;  Heniy 

702;  Billard  v.  State,  30  Tex.  367,  94  State,  110  Oa.  750,  36  S.  E.  66,  78  A. 

Am.  Dee.  317;  Hughes  v.  Com.,  17  B.  B.  137;  State  v.  TiUett,  173  Ind. 

Grat.  (Va.)  666,  94  Am.  Dee.  498.  133,  89  N.  E.  589,  140  A.  S.  B.  246 

20.  Oareia  v.  State,  26  Tex.  209,  82  and  note,  20  Ann.  Cas.  1262;  Pahner 

Am;  Dec  606  and  note;  Long  v.  State,  v.  People,  10  Wend.  (N.  T.)  165,  25 

39  Tex.  Ciim.  461,  46  S.  W.  821,  73  Am.  Dee.  651;  People  v.  Bennett,  37 

A.  S.  B.  954.  N.  T.  117,  93  Am.  Dec.  561;  State  v. 

1.  Barnes  v.  People,  18  lU.  52,  65  Powell,  103  N.  C.  424,  9  g.  E.  627,  14 
Am.  Dee.  699:  State  v.  Tillett,  178  A  S.  B.  821,  4  LJIA.  201. 

Ind.  133,  89  N.  E.  589,  140  A.  S.  B.  4.  State  v.  Fox,  83  Conn.  286,  76 

246,  20  Ann.  Cas.  1262;  State  v.  Figg,  Atl.  302, 19  Ann.  Cas.  682. 

SO  Kan.  481,  103  Pae.  121,  18  Ann.  5.  People  v.  Bennett,  37  N.  Y.  117, 

Cas.  621;  State  v.  Doepke,  68  Mo.  208,  9.''-  Am.  Dee.  65t 

30  Am.  Bep.  785;  People  v.  Bennett,  6.  Henry  v.  State^  110  Ga.  750,  36 

37  N.  Y.  117,  93  Am.  Dee.  551  and  S.  £.  65,  78  A.  S.  B.  137;  State  v. 

note;  BiUard  v.  Stete,  30  Tex.  367,  94  Pigg,  80  Kan.  481,  103  Pae.  121,  18 

Am.  Dec  317  and  note.  Ami.  Cas.  521. 

2.  Barnes  v.  People,  18  HI.  62,  65  7.  Note:  20  Ann.  Cas.  1263. 

Abl  Dec  699;  State  v.  TUlett,  173  Ind.  8.  State  t.  Bvan,  4  HeCoid  L.  (S. 

133, 89  N.  E.  589, 140  A.  S.  B.  246,  20  C.)  16,  17  Am.  Dec  702. 

Amu  Cas.  1262;  State    Pigg,  80  Kan.  9.  State  v.  Pitts,  12  S.  C.  180,  32 

481,  103  Pac  121,  18  Aim.  Cas.  521;  Am.  Bep.  508  (stating  role);  Hughes 

People  T.  Bennett,  37  N.  Y.  117,  93  v.  Com.,  17  Grat  (Va.)  565,  94  Am. 

Am.  Dec  561  and  note;  Billard  r.  Dec  498. 

States  SO  Tex.  867,  94  Am.  Dec.  317  Notes:  6  Ann.  Cas.  163;  3  British 

and  note  Bui.  Cas.  779. 

&  Tiberg  v.  State,  138  Ala.  100,  35  10.  Note:  3  British  Bui.  Cas.  784. 
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indictment  for  the  lai-ceny  of  such  property  must  lay  the  ownership 
thereof  in  her,  and  not  in  her  husband. But  if  under  such  a  statute 
the  husband  still  has  a  special  interest,  as  bailee  or  otiierwise,  it  is 
proper  to  lay  owner^ip  in  him ; "  and  in  tiie  case  of  community 
property  the  ownership  may  be  laid  in  the  hushand.**  A  number 
of  statutes  have  from  time  to  time  been  passed,  by  the  terms  of 
which  it  is  allowable  in  an  indictment  for  the  larceny  of  the  separate 
property  of  married  women  to  allege  ownership  in  either  the  hus- 
band or  wife.**  However,  it  has  been  held  that,  even  under  a 
comprehensive  married  woman's  act,  as  to  the  personal  apparel  of 
the  wife,  furnished  her  by  her  husband,  the  property  is  in  him,  and 
that  an  indictment  for  the  larceny  of  the  same  should  so  allege." 
It  may  be  laid  in  the  indictment  that  the  goods  belonged  to  a  person 
unknown,  if  that  is  actually  the  case;  yet  if  the  owner  be  really 
known,  the  allegation  will  be  improper,  and  the  prisoner  must  be 
discharged  from  the  indictment.'* 

67.  Sufficiency  of  Allegation  of  Ownership. — The  rule  is  mtablished 
that  in  describing  persons  oUier  than  the  accused,  in  an  indictment, 
"certainty  to  a  common  intent"  is  all  that  the  law  requires.  There- 
fore if  a  name  is  misspelled,  no  harm  to  the  prosecution  can  come 
from  tills,  provided  the  name  as  written  in  the  indictment  is  idem 
sonans,  as  the  books  express  it,  with  the  true  name.*'  Under  the 
old  rule  which  prevailed  long  ago  in  England,  which  required  great 
particularity  in  the  description  of  persons,  it  was  necessary  to  allege 
the  incorporation  of  a  corporation.  But  that  rule  has  not  been  gen- 
erally accepted  in  this  country,  though  there  is  mudi  contrariety 
between  the  decisions  of  the  various  states.  There  are  many  juris- 
dictions that  follow  tiie  rule  that  the  fact  of  incorporation  need 
not  be  alleged  where  the  corporate  name  is  correctly  set  out  in  the 
indictment,  it  being  sufficient  merely  to  allege  and  prove  the  name 
by  which  a  corporation  is  generally  known.**    There  is,  however, 

11.  State  V.  Pitts,  12  S.  C.  180,  32  McOimds") ;  State  v.  White,  34  S.  G. 

Am.  Rep.  508;  Bex  r.  Murray,  [1906]  59, 12  S.  E.  661, 27  A.  S.  B.  783  (hold- 

2  E.  B.  385,  76  L.  J.  K  B.  693,  70  J.  ing  an  indictment  snflSoent  alleging 

P.  295,  95  L.  T.  K.  S.  295, 22  Times  U  that  the  owner's  name  is  "Canada  Mc- 

Bep.  696,  6  Ann.  Cas.  161  and  note,  8  Gntohen'*  instead  of  "Eenne^  Me> 

Bntish  Bnl.  Gas.  775  and  note.  Catehen") ;  Pitsnagle  v.  Com.,  91  Va. 

18.  Note:  6  Ann.  Cas.  163.  808,  22  S.  E.  351,  60  A.  S.  R.  867  and 

15.  Note:  3  British  Bnl.  Gas.  785.  note  (holdup  that  an  indictment  for 
14.  Note:  3  British  RuL  Cas.  786.  stealing  a  watch  from  "Edmond  Bol- 

16.  Pratt  v.  State,  36  Ohio  St.  614,  den"  may  be  supported  by  evidence  of 
35  Am.  Bep.  617.  ite  theft  from  "Ed  Bolen"). 

16.  Stete  V.  Ryan,  4  McCord  L.  As  to  the  doctrine  of  idem  sonans 
(8.  C.)  16,  17  Ajd.  Dec.  702.  generally,  see  iNDicrMKUTS  akd  Iir- 

17.  Barnes  v.  People,  18  III.  52,  66  romiATiONS,  vol.  14,  p.  207;  Name. 
Am.  Dec.  699  and  note  (holding  "Du-  18.  McCamey  v.  People,  83  N.  Y. 
gold  Mdnnis"  equivalent  to  "Dou^al  408,  38  Am.  Rep.  456;  People  v.  Mead, 
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much  support  for  the  rule  that  where  the  owner  is  a  corporation 
there  must  be  an  allegation,  in.  addition  to  tiie  name  of  the  owner, 
that  such  owner  is  a  corporation.^*  The  reason  for  this  requirement 
is  that  there  should  always  be  sufficient  particularity  and  certainty 
in  an  indictment,  in  a  matter  of  substance,  to  enable  the  defendant 
to  prepare  for  his  defensOi  and  to  plead  his  acquittal  or  conviction 
successfully,  should  he  be  again  indicted  for  the  same  offense.***  In 
8ome  jurisdictions  it  is  the  rule  that  in  an  indictment  for  larceny 
from  a  partnership  it  should  be  alleged  that  the  owner  is  a  partner- 
ship, and  the  names  of  the  several  partners  composing  the  firm 
should  be  stated,  and  that  it  is  not  sufficient  merely  to  all^  that 
the  larceny  was  from  a  certain  named  company.'  A  more  liberal 
rule  is  applied  in  other  jurisdictions  to  the  effect  that  an  indictment 
charging  a  larceny  from  a  firm  is  sufficient  where  it  names  the  partr 
nership  and  sufficiently  alleges  that  the  owner  is  a  partno^p,  so 
that  a  man  of  ordinary  understanding  would  know  that  he  was  charged 
with  stealing  from  a  partnei^hip.*  And  it  has  even  been  held  liiat 
the  ownership  of  property  stolen  from  a  partnership  is  sufficiently 
laid  in  one  of  the  members  of  the  firm.'  Where  stolen  property 
was  in  the  possession  of  another  than  the  true  owner  it  is  not  con- 
sidered necessary  to  state  the  nature  of  the  possessor's  interest;  but 
whether  he  held  the  property  as  bailee,  agent,  trustee,  executor,  admin- 
istrator or  otherwise  he  may  be  described  as  the  owner  thereof  by 
namei,  that  is,  the  property  may  be  described  as  bis  individually/ 

Proof  and  Trial 

68.  In  General. — The  law  governing  the  admissibility,  competency, 
and  relevancy  of  evidence  generally  is  discussed  in  another  article 
in  this  work,'  and  the  rules  of  evidence  particularly  applicable  to 

criminal  prosecutions  have  been  discussed  elsewhere.*  In  prosecu- 
tions for  larceny,  if  the  owner  of  the  property  alleged  to  have  been 
stolen  is  known,  and  his  attendance  as  a  witness  can  be  procured, 
his  testimony  that  the  property  was  taken  from  him  without  hia 
consent  is  indispensable  to  a  conviction.'   Of  course  the  facts  offered 

200  N.  Y.  15,  92  N.  E.  1051,  140  A.  8.  2.  Note:  18  Ann.  Cas.  1122. 

B.  616.  3.  Smith  t.  State,  133  Ala.  145,  31 

Note:  18  Ann.  Cas.  H21.  So.  806,  91  A.  S.  R.  21. 

19.  State  V.  Clark,  223  Mo.  48,  122  Note:  140  A.  S.  R.  618. 

S.  W.  665, 18  Ann.  Cas.  1120  and  note;  4.  State  t.  Tillett,  173  Ind.  133,  89 

Wliite  V.  State,  24  Tex.  App.  231,  5  N.  E.  589,  140  A.  8.  B.  246,  20  Ann. 

S.  W.  857,  5  A.  S.  E.  879,  Cas.  1262. 

Note:  140  A.  S.  R.  618.  5.  See  Evidbncb,  vol.  10,  p.  847. 

20.  Note:  18  Ann.  Cas.  1121.  6.  See  Cbiminal  Law,  vol.  8,  p.  HiO 
1.  State  V.  Clark,  223  Mo.  48,  122  et  seq. 

S.  W.  665,  18  Ann.  Cas.  U20  and  7.  Stote  v.  Many,  2  Wis.  494,  60 
note.  Am.  Dee.  439  and  note. 
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in  evidence  must  be  within  the  issues;  and  therefore  where  the  defend- 
ant is  charged  with  stealing  from  his  employer  it  is  not  permissible 
for  him  to  testify  that  his  employer  trusted  him  with  his  property, 
because  the  question  is  not  whether  he  was  trusted  by  his  employer, 
or  whether  he  was  worthy  or  unworUiy  of  that  confidence,  but  whether 
be  stole  the  property  as  charged  in  the  indictment,* 

69.  Corpus  Delicti—The  corpus  delicti  in  larceny  is  constituted 
of  two  elements — that  the  property  was  lost  by  the  owner,  and  that 
it  was  lost  by  a  felonious  taking  *  It  is,  of  course,  necessary  that 
the  corpus  delicti  should  be  estahliahed,  as  it  is  clearly  not  permissible 
that  anyone  should  be  adjudged  ^Ity  until  it  is  E^own  that  a  lar- 
ceny has  been  committed;  and  unless  the  state  has  ^own,  prima 
facie,  that  a  larceny  has  been  committed,  the  defendant  is  not  put 
on  proof  It  is  not  eesential  tiiat  the  corpus  delicti  shoold  be  estab- 
lished by  evidence  independent  of  that  which  tends  to  connect  the 
accused  with  the  perpetration  of  the  offense,  but  the  same  evidence 
which  tends  to  prove  one  may  also  tend  to  prove  ihe  other,  so  that 
the  existence  of  the  crime  and  the  guilt  of  ihe  defendant  may  stand 
together  inseparable  on  one  foundation  of  circumstantial  evidence.** 
While  the  corpus  delicti  cannot  be  established  by  the  confession  of 
the  defendant  alone,*'  still  it  seems  to  be  the  rule  that  sudi  a  con- 
fession or  admission  may  be  considered  in  connection  with  the 
other  evidence,  to  establish  tiie  corpus  delicti,**  The  corpus  delicti, 
like  any  other  fact,  may  be  establi^ed  by  drcumatantial  evidence." 
But  the  unexplained  possession  by  one  person  of  the  goods  of  another 
is  not  of  itself  sufficient  to  prove  that  a  larceny  had  been  committed, 
although  such  fact,  in  connection  with  the  other  circumstances,  may 
be  suilicient  for  that  purpose.'*  Thus  it  has  been  held  that  the  proof 
of  corpus  delicti  is  not  sufficient  to  support  a  conviction  where  it 
merely  shows  that  certain  goods,  formerly  part  ci  the  stock  of  a 


8.  State  V.  Pitt,  166  N.  C.  268,  80  S. 
E.  1000,  Ann.  Cas.'  1916C  422. 

9.  Sanders  v.  State,  167  Ala.  85,  52 
So.  417,  28  L.R.A.(N.8.)  536  and  note. 

Note:  68  L.R.A.  40,  48. 

As  to  proof  of  the  corpus  delicti 
generally,  see  CORPUS  Deuoti,  vol.  7, 
p.  773. 

10.  BaUey  v.  State,  52  Ind.  462,  21 
Am.  Rep.  182;  Willard  v.  State,  27 
Tex.  App,  386,  U  S.  W.  453,  U  A.  S. 
R.  197. 

Note:  68  L.R.A.  48. 

11.  Sanders  v.  State,  167  Ala.  85,  52 
So.  417,  28  L.R.A.(N.S.)  536  and  note. 

12.  Note:  28  L.R.A.(N.S.)  538. 

13.  Willard  v.  Stat«,  27  Tex.  App. 


386,  11  S.  W.  453,  U  A.  S.  R.  197; 
Dunn  V.  State,  34  Tex.  Crim.  257,  30 
S.  W.  227,  63  A.  S.  R,  714  and  note. 

Note:  68  L.R.A.  54. 

14.  WiUard  v.  State,  27  Tex.  App. 
386,  U  S.  W.  453,  11  A.  S.  R.  197; 
Dunn  V.  State,  34  Tex.  Crim.  257,  30 
S.  W.  227,  53  A.  S.  R.  714  and  note. 

Note:  28  L.R.A.(N.S.)  537. 

16.  Mason  t.  State,  171  Ind.  78,  86 
N.  E.  776,  16  Ann.  Cas.  1212. 

Note:  28  L.R.A.(N.S.)  536. 

16.  Mason  v.  State.  171  Ind.  78,  85 
N.  E.  776,  16  Ann.  Cas.  1212;  State 
V.  Hayea,  98  la,  619,  67  N.  W.  673,  6p 
A.  S.  R.  219,  37  UR.A.  116. 
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merchant,  were  found  in  possesion  of  accused,  without  anything 
to  show  that  they  were  stolen,  or  were  not  sold  in  due  course  of 
trade.' '  But  tiie  disappearance  of  property  from  the  place  where 
the  owner  put  and  kept  it,  without  bis  knowledge  or  consent^  ia  evi- 
dence that  it  has  been  taken  wi&  felonious  intent^* 

70.  Identification  of  Property;  Matters  Unknown  to  Grand  Jury.— 
The  prosecution  must  identify  stolen  property  found  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the -accused  with  that  for  the  theft  of  which  he  is  indicted, 
and  this  must  be  done  by  the  most  direct  and  positive  testimony  of 
which  the  case  is  susceptible.^*  However,  it  has  been  held  that  where 
money  described  in  an  information  and  chumed  to  have  been  stolen 
is  introduced  in  evidence  and  exhibited  to  the  jury,  it  is  not  neces 
sary  that  the  particular  bills  should  be  identified  as  the  ones  described 
in  the  information.^  While  there  is  authority  to  the  contrary,'  it 
has  been  held  that  where  matters  which  ought  to  be  stated  in  an 
indictment  are  omitted,  and  the  excuse  is  stated  that  such  facts 
were  unknown  to  the  grand  jurors,  the  truthfulness  of  the  excuse 
given  is  put  in  issue  by  the  plea  of  not  guilty,  and  the  burden  is 
on  the  state  to  prove  such  allegation.'  In  such  a  case  the  question 
is  not  one  of  variance  but  simply  failure  on  the  part  of  the  prosecu- 
tion to  prove  an  essential  allegation  of  the  indictment;*  and  the 
question  involved  is  whether  a  better  description  was  actually  known 
to  the  grand  jury  finding  the  indictment  or  the  prosecuting  officer 
filing  the  information,  and  not  whether  they  might  easily  have 
secured  a  better  description.^  What  the  result  is  of  such  an  error 
is  not  so  clear  under  the  authorities.  Some  of  them  hold  that  where 
it  appears  that  the  particulars  were  in  fact  known  the  defendant  is 
entitled  to  his  discharge.  However,  the  better  rule  is  that  the  defend- 
ant should  be  discharged  from  furtiier  prosecution  under  that  indict- 
ment, but  that  he  may  be  prosecuted  under  another  indictment 
properly  framed.* 

71.  Value. — 'Inasmuch  as  larceny  cannot  be  committed  of  things 
that  have  no  value,  it  is  essential  that  it  be  shown  that  the  property 

17.  Sanders  v.  State,  167  Ala.  86,  So.  948, 138  A.  S.  R.  92, 18  Ann.  Caa. 
52  So.  417,  28  L.R.A.(N.S.)  536.         940  and  note;  People  v.  Hunt,  251  lU. 

18.  Mason  v.  State,  171  Ind.  78,  85  446,  96  N.  £.  220,  36  Zi.B.A.(N.S.) 
N.  E.  776,  16  Ann.  Cas.  1212;  State  v.  933. 

Scott,  86  Wash.  296,  150  Pae.  423,  3.  People  v.  Hnnt,  251  IlL  446,  96 
L.R.A.1916B  844  and  note.  N.  E.  220,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  933;  Mer- 

19.  Belote  V.  State,  36  Miss.  96,  72  win  v.  People,  26  Mich.  298,  12  Am. 
Am.  Dec.  163;  Garcia  v.  Stale,  26  Rep.  314. 

Tex.  209,  82  Am.  Dec.  G05  and  note.       4.  Enson  t.  State,  58  Fla.  37,  50  So. 

20.  State  v.  Pigg,  80  Kan.  481,  103  948,  138  A.  S.  R.  92  and  note,  18  Ann. 
Pac.  121,  18  Ann.  Cas.  521.  Cas.  940. 

1.  Woodring  v.  Territorv,  14  Okla.  6.  People  v.  Hnnt,  251  111.  446,  96 
250,  78  Pae.  85,  2  Ann.  Cas.  855.        N.  £.  220,  36  L.BJL(N.S.)  933. 

2.  Enson  v.  State,  58  Fla.  37,  50 
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stolen  had  some  value.*  There  is  an  exception  to  this  rule,  in  that 
the  value  of  gold  or  silver  coin  and  national  currency  generally  being 
fixed  by  law,  no  other  proof  of  their  value  is  necessary,'  as  courts 
take  judicial  cognizance  of  the  value  of  money.^  In  all  jurisdictions 
where  the  value  of  notes,  bills  of  exchange,  drafts,  and  checks  is  not 
prima  facie  fixed  by  statute,  their  value  must  be  shown ;  •  but  the 
same  degree  of  proof  is  probably  not  required  as  would  be  in  an 
action  to  recover  the  money  due  on  a  bond  or  note.*"  -  The  goods 
need  not  be  proved  to  be  of  the  value  charged  in  the  indictment, 
but  it  must  be  shown  tliat  they  are  of  some  value.^^  However,  the 
necessity  for  the  proof  of  the  real  value  and  not  merely  nominal 
value  exists  where  it  is  provided  that  the  punishment  shall  be  greater 
or  diflferent  when  the  thing  stolen  is  of  or  above  a  certain  value, 
for  in  such  cases  the  value  of  the  property  taken  must  be  established 
by  the  evidence  in  order  to  ascertain  the  grade  of  the  offense;  and 
in  such  cases  without  proof  of  the  value  of  stolen  property  there 
can  be  no  conviction,  for  in  the  absence  of  any  evidence  on  the  sub- 
ject the  court  or  jury  cannot  indulge  in  presumptions  to  supply  the 
omission.**  The  market  value  of  the  article  stolen,  and  not  its  orig- 
inal cost,  is  the  true  criterion  wh^  it  is  n^essary  to  establish  the 
value  of  the  property  in  order  to  fix  the  grade  of  the  offense." 
Thus  in  a  prosecution  for  the  larceny  of  gas  evidence  of  the  selling 
price  to  the  consumer  is  the  proper  staiidard  to  be  used  in  determining 
the  grade  of  the  offense  where  it  has  been  a  continuing  one,  and  not 
the  cost  of  manufacturing  the  gas.**  The  market  value  of  the  prop- 
erty at  the  time  and  place  of  the  theft  is  the  proper  value  to  be  proven 
and  not  the  value  at  another  place  to  which  it  is  taken.**  However, 
as  the  act  of  the  thief  in  stealing  property  is  continuous  from  the 
time  he  takes  it  until  he  lays  it  down  or  disposes  of  it,  evidence  of 
the  market  value  thereof  at  the  place  to  which  it  is  taken  and  sold 
would  seem  to  be  admissible.*'    While  in  determining  the  value  of 

6.  Com.  T.  Riggs,  14  Gray  (Haas.)  v.  Doepks,  68  Mo.  208,  30  Am.  Rep. 
376,  77  Am.  Dec.  333.  785. 

7.  Burrows  v.  State,  137  Ind.  474,     Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1912A  895. 

37  N.  E.  271,  45  A.  S.  R.  210;  State  13.  Burrows  v.  State,  137  Ind.  474^ 

V.  Pigs,  80  Kan.  481, 103  Pae.  121,  IS  37  N.  E.  271,  45  A.  S.  R.  210. 

Ann.  Cas.  521.  14.  Burrows  v.  Stat&  137  Ind.  474, 

8.  See  JuDicUL  Noncx,  vol.  16,  pp.  37  N.  £.  271,  45  A.  S.  R.  210;  People 
1129-1130.  V.  ailbert,  163  Mieh.  511,  128  N.  W. 

9.  Burrows  v.  SUte,  137  Ind.  474,  756,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  894;  State  v. 
37  N.  E.  271,  45  A.  S.  R.  210.  Doepke,  68  Mo.  208,  30  Am.  Rep.  785. 

10.  State  V.  Smart,  4  Rich.  L.  (S.     Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  895. 

C.)  356,  55  Am.  Dec  683.  15.  Woods  v.  People,  222  III.  293, 

11.  Burrows  v.  State,  137  Ind.  474,  78  N.  E.  607, 113  A.  S.  R.  4]  '.,  6  Ann. 
37  N.  E.  271,  45  A.  S.  R.  210  and  note.  Cas.  736,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  520. 

12.  Burrows  v.  State,  137  Ind.  474,  16.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  19 12 A  895. 
37  N.  E.  271,  45  A.  S.  R.  210;  State  17.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  895. 
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an  article  the  proper  standard  of  value  is  the  market  value  of  the 
article,  if  there  is  any  market  for  auch  property^  yet  if  it  has  no 
market  value,  then  the  amount  that  it  would  cost  to  replace  the  article 
is  maintained  by  some  courts  to  be  the  standard  of  its  valu«,**  but 
the  better  rule  is,  undoubtedly,  that  in  the  absence  of  a  market  value 
of  property  stolen  the  aatuaX  value  of  the  property  should  be  proven.^' 
In  no  case,  however,  sliould  the  court  admit  evidence  of  a  special 
value  to  the  owner  as  proof  of  the  real  value  of  the  property,*"  In 
general  the  rule  is  that,  before  a  witness  will  be  allowed  to  give  his 
opiifion  as  to  the  value  of  property,  a  foundation  must  be  laid  show- 
ing him  to  be  competent  to  form  an  opinion  from  a  peculiar  knowl- 
edge of  the  article  and  its  value.'  But  when  the  owner  of  property 
is  called  as  a  witness  to  testify  as  to  its  value  he  may  give  his  testi- 
mony after  affirming  that  he  is  familiar  with  the  value  of  such 
articles  and  had  made  inquiries  as  to  the  value  of  a  similar  article.' 
It  is  not  necessary  that  the  witness  should  be  an  expert  to  be  qualified 
to  testify  to  the  market  value,  but  any  one  acquainted  with  the  market 
value  of  property  alleged  to  have  been  stolen  is  competent  to  testify 
regarding  its  value.*  Hence  a  witness  may  testify  as  to  the  value 
of  an  article  in  common  use,  altliough  he  did  not  have  any  knowl- 
edge as  to  the  value  of  the  particular  grade  of  article  in  question.* 
72.  Ownership. — The  exact  state  of  the  title  of  stolen  property  is 
of  no  particular  concern  of  the  thief,  except  that  it  must  have  been 
in  some  one  else;  hence  evidence  of  possession  is  ordinarily  sufficient 
proof  of  ownership ;  •  and  this  is  true  although  tlie  one  in  possession 
may  have  held  the  property  as  bailee,  trustee,  or  otherwise,  having 
only  a  special  interest  and  not  a  general  ownership  of  the  property.* 
Therefore  ownership  is  sufliciently  proven  where  it  is  shown  that  the 
person  alleged  to  be  the  owner  had  a  special  property  in  the  stolen 
article,  or  that  he  held  it  in  trust.'  As  it  is  not  necessary  to  show 
in  detail  the  exact  state  of  the  title,  general  evidence  of  property  is 
admisiuble,  and  is  as  suHicient  in  criminal  as  in  civil  cases.* 

18.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1D12A  895.       N.  E.  589,  140  A.  S.  R.  246,  20  Ann. 

19.  State  V.  Maggard,  160  Mo.  469,  Cas.  1262;  State  v.  Somerville,  21  Me. 
61  S.  W.  184,  83  A.  S.  R.  484  and  note.  14,  38  Am.  Dee.  248. 

Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  896.  6.  State  v,  Tillett,  173  Ind.  133,  89 

20.  People  v.  Gilbert,  163  Mich.  511,  N.  E.  589,  140  A.  S.  R.  246,  20  Ann. 
128  N.  W.  756,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  894.  Cas.  1262;  State  v.  Somerrille,  21  Me. 

1.  See  Expert  and  Opinion  Evi-  14,  38  Am.  Dec,  248. 

DBNCK,  vol.  11,  p.  638.  7.  State  v.  Somerville,  21  Me.  14,  33 

2.  Pridtz  V.  People,  42  Mich.  144,  3  Am.  Dee.  248;  Dignowitty  v.  State,  17 
N.  W.  306.  36  Am.  Rep.  437  and  note.  Tex.  521,  67  Am.  Dec.  670  and  note. 

S.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  895.  Note:  93  Am.  Dec.  569. 

4.  State  V.  Finch,  70  la.  316,  30  N.  8.  Barnes  v.  People,  18  Ul.  52,  65 
W.  678,  59  Am.  Rep.  443.  Am.  Dec.  699. 

,    6.  State  V.  TiUett,  173  Ind.  133,  89 
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73.  Intent. — ^The  wrongful  taking  of  another's  property  without 
his  consent,  and  with  no  apparent  purpose  of  returning  it,  is,  in  the 
absence  of  explanatory  circumstances,  evidence  of  an  intent  to  deprive 
the  owner  wholly  of  his  property; '  and  where  it  is  shown  that  the 
property  was  secretly  taken,  no  other  motive  appearing,  the  infer- 
ence is  proper  that  it  was  taken  feloniously.^"  But  while  secrecy  is 
the  usual  evidence  of  the  felonious  intent,  still  it  is  not  the  only 
manner  in  which  larceny  may  be  committed;  for  if  the  defmdant 
knowingly  took  the  goods  of  another,  making  no  pretense  of  any  claim 
or  right  to  them,  with  intent  wholly  to  deprive  tiie  owner  of  ftiem 
and  to  ai^ropriate  them  to  his  own  use,  he  is  guilty  of  larceny.^^ 
However,  where  property  is  taken  openly,  and  there  is  no  subsequent 
attempt  to  conceal  it,  and  no  denial,  but  an  avowal  of  the  taking, 
a  strong  presumption  is  said  to  arise  that  there  was  no  felonious 
intent,  which  must  be  repelled  by  clear  and  convincing  evidence 
before  a  conviction  for  larceny  is  authorized.**  Such  a  taking  is 
evidence  of  good  faith  in  the  claim  of  right  to  the  property.**  But, 
even  though  the  taking  may  be  done  openly,  there  may  be  other 
circumstances  affording  strong  evidence  of  a  felonious  intent  in  the 
mind  of  a  person  accused  of  this  offense,  which  require  the  submis- 
sion of  the  facta  to  the  jury.**  While  the  alleged  thief  may  be  per- 
mitted to  testify  as  to  the  intent  with  which  he  took  the  property,** 
still  the  fact  that  he  testifies  that  he  did  not  take  the  property  with 
a  felonious  intent  is  not  binding  on  a  jury  and  is  ordinarily  of  little 
weight.** 

74.  Financial  Condition  of  Accused. — ^While  there  is  some  doubt 
whether  evidence  of  the  wealth  or  poverty  of  the  defendant  is  admis- 
sible as  a  general  proposition  in  a  prosecution  for  larceny,*'  there 
is  no  doubt  that  evidence  tending  to  show  that  the  defendant  had 
no  money  before  a  larceny  and  considerable  money  after  is  admissible, 
since  evidence  of  a  sudden  and  unexplained  possession  of  means  about 
the  time  the  larceny  was  committed  has  the  tendency  to  connect  the 

9.  Note:  52  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1019.  Notes:  11  A.  S.  R.  448  ;  88  A.  S.  R. 

10.  Note:  7  A.  S.  R.  23.  563. 

11.  State  V,  Powell,  103  N.  C,  424,  9  13.  Note:  41  L.R.A.(N.S.)  555. 

S.  E.  627,  14  A.  S.  R.  821  and  note,  4  14.  State  t.  Powell,  103  N.  C.  424, 

L.R.A.  291.  9  S.  E.  627, 14  A.  S.  R.  821  and  note, 

12.  Black  V.  State,  83  Ala.  81,  3  So.  4  L.R.A.  291. 

814,  3  A.  S.  R.  691;  Lunsford  v.  Diet-  16.  State  t.  Williams,  95  Mo.  247,  8 

rich,  86  Ala.  250,  5  So.  461,  11  A.  S.  S.  W.  217,  6  A.  S.  R.  46  and  note. 

R.  .S7;  Dean  v.  State,  41  Pla.  291,  26  Note:  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  390. 

So.  638,  79  A.  S.  R.  186  and  note;  Mc-  See  also  Cbimihal  Law,  vol.  8,  p. 

Daniel  t.  State,  8  Smedes  ft  H.  (Miss.)  181;  Evn>KHCE,  vol.  10,  p.  946. 

401,  47  Am.  Dec  93  and  note;  State  16.  Note:  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  390. 

V.  Powell,  103  N.  G.  424,  9  S.  B.  627,  17.  Note:  19  Ann.  Caa.  U7. 
14  A.  S.  R.  821  and  note,  4  L.R.A.  291. 
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defendant  with  the  mme  where  there  are  other  ciroumstances  to 
support  it.** 

75,  Variance. — The  rule  is  well  settled  that  the  proof  oflfered  in 
support  of  an  indictment  must  conform  to  the  allegations  thereof.** 
But  it  is  not  essentia]  that  the  proof  tend  to  show  only  the  commis- 
sion of  the  crime  charged.  For  it  may  be  necessary  in  order  to  estab- 
lish a  larceny  to  show  the  commission  of  another  offense,  and  where 
such  is  tiie  case  there  is  no  variance.'*  A  defendant  is  not  proven 
guilty  if  it  is  shown,  not  that  he  took  the  article  charged  in  the 
indictment,  but  that  he  may  have  taken  one  of  several  others,  when 
the  statute  distinguishes  between  the  objects.*  In  applying  this 
rule  it  has  been  held  that  there  is  a  fatal  variance  between  allega- 
tion and  proof  where  the  indictment  charged  the  stealing  of  a  horae 
and  the  proof  established  the  theft  of  a  gelding;  *  or  where  the  indict- 
ment charged  the  stealing  of  a  stallion  and  the  proof  showed  the 
larceny  of  a  gelding ; '  or  where  the  indictment  charges  the  theft 
of  a  gelding  and  the  proof  establishes  Uie  larceny  of  a  horse  with- 
out proof  as  to  the  sense  in  which  the  word  "horse"  was  used;* 
or  where  the  indictment  charges  the  theft  of  a  gelding  (ftd  the  proof 
i&  that  the  animal  was  a  ridgeling ;  *  or  where  an  indictment  charges 
the  larceny  of  a  filly  and  the  proof  shows  the  theft  of  a  mare;* 
or  where  the  indictment  charges  the  larceny  of  a  cow  and  the  proof 
shows  the  theft  of  a  steer.'  However,  there  is  authority  for  the  rule 
that  an  indictment  for  the  theft  of  an  object,  which  is  described  by 
its  generic  name,  is  supported  by  proof  of  the  U>eft  of  any  object 
coming  wiUiin  that  class,  although  Uie  particular  object  stolen  is 
also  spemfied  in  the  statute.*  It  has  been  held  that  an  allegation 
of  the  larceny  of  lawful  money  of  the  United  States  is  not  supported 
by  proof  of  the  theft  of  national  bank  notee.*  However,  while 
"money,"  in  its  strict  technical  sense,  is  coined  metal,  usually  gold 
or  silver,  on  which  the  government  stamp  has  been  impressed  to 

18.  Thompson  t.  State,  58  Fla.  106,  3.  State  McDonald,  10  Mont.  21, 
50  So.  507, 19  Ann.  Caa.  116  and  note;  24  Pac.  628,  24  A.  S.  R.  25. 

Com.  V.  Montgomery,  11  Mete.  (Mass.)  4.  State  v.  McDonald,  10  Mont.  21, 

534,  45  Am.  Dec.  227  and  note.  24  Pao.  628,  24  A.  S.  B.  25. 

19.  Pitsnagle  v.  Com.,  91  Ya.  808,  5.  Brisco  v.  State,  4  Tex.  App.  219, 
22  S.  E.  351,  50  A.  S.  R.  867.  30  Am.  Rep.  162. 

20.  State  V.  Wilson,  4%Wa8h.  56,  84  6.  Lunsford  v.  State,  1  Tex.  App. 
Pae.  409,  7  Ann.  Cas.  418.  448,  28  Am.  Rep.  414. 

1.  State  T.  McDonald,  10  Mont.  21,  7.  Mobley  v.  SUte,  57  Fla.  22,  49 
24  Pae.  628,  24  A.  S.  R.  26.  So.  941,  17  Ann.  Gas.  735  (see  note 

2.  State  T.  McDonald,  10  Mont.  21,  for  many  instances  of  variance). 

24  Pac  628,  24  A.  S.  R.  25;  Jordt  v.  8.  Note:  LJI.AJ915B  80.  See  su- 
State,  31  Tex.  571,  98  Am.  Dec.  550;  pra,  par.  64. 

Lunsford  v.  State,  1  Tex.  App.  448, 28  9.  Hamilton  v.  State,  60  Ind.  193, 28 
Am.  Rep.  414.  Am.  Rep.  653. 

Note:88A.  S.  U.S87. 
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indicate  its  value,  in  it3  more  popular  sense,  it  is  any  currency,  token, 
bank  notes  or  other  circulating  medium  in  general  use  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  value;  a  generic  term,  covering  everything  whieh  by 
consent  is  made  to  represent  property  and  passes  as  such  currently 
from  hand  to  hand.  The  word  designates  the  whole  volume  of  the 
medium  of  exchange,  regardless  o/  its  character  or  denomination.*® 
And  it  has  been  held  that  under  an  allegation  of  the  theft  of  lawful 
money  of  the  United  States  it  is  not  essentid  that  there  be  specific 
proof  that  the  money  stolen  was  in  a  strict  sense  money  of  the  United 
States,**  but  tliat  under  such  an  indictment  proof  of  the  theft  of 
bank  notes  sustains  the  allegation.*^  Likewise  where  an  indictment 
charges  the  lan-ony  of  money,  and  the  evidence  shows  the  misappro- 
priation of  the  proceeds  of  a  check  cashed  by  the  defendant,  there  is 
no  variance."  Every  allegation,  whether  it  be  necc>;^ary  or  unneces- 
sary, and  whether  it  be  more  or  less  particular,  which  is  descriptive 
of  the  identity  of  that  which  is  legally  essential  to  the  charge  in  the 
indictment,  must  be  proved  strictly  and  with  er  ;  iness.^*  Hence 
an  indictment  for  stealing  a  certain  number  of  b  s  of  liquor  is 
not  sustainA  by  proof  that  the  defendant  stole  the  liquor  from  casks 
and  put  it  in  his  own  bottles.**  However,  it  has  been  held  not  to 
be  a  fatal  variance  if  the  proof  of  descriptive  matter  does  not  corre- 
spond with  the  allegations  in  the  indictment"  The  ownership  or 
possession  of  the  property  stolen  must  be  proven  as  alleged  in  tlie 
indictment  and  if  the  proof  shows  that  the  property  was  owned  by 
another  there  is  a  fatal  variance.*'  In  this  connection  it  is  well  to 
notice  that  in  some  jurisdictions  it  is  necessary,  where  property  is 
stolen  from  a  corporation  or  copartnership,  to  allege  and  prove  that 
fact  as  alleged.**  In  some  jurisdictions  wherein  the  various  common 
law  crimes  of  larceny,  embezzlement,  and  obtaining  property  by  false 
pretenses  are  brought  together  under  the  one  head  of  larceny  it  has 
been  held  that  under  a  charge  of  larceny  it  may  be  shown  that  the 

10.  Johnson  v.  State,  167  Ala.  82,  16.  State  v.  Dale,  141  Mo.  284,  42 
62  So.  652,  140  A.  S.  R.  19  and  note;  S.  W.  722,  64  A.  S.  B.  513  (holding 
Htnte  V.  Finnegeiin,  127  la.  286,  1U3  that  the  variance  was  not  fatal  where 
K.  W,  155,  4  Ann.  Cas.  628.  the  indictment  chained  the  stealing  of 

11.  Johnson  v.  Slate.  167  Ala.  82,  a  certain  kind  of  tobacco  and  the  proof 
52  So.  652,  140  A.  S.  R.  19.  showed  the  theft  of  another  brand). 

12.  State  V.  Finnegean,  127  la.  280,  17.  Hensl»  v.  Com.,  1  Bush  (Ky.) 
103  N.  W.  155,  4  Ann.  Cas.  628.  11,  89  Am.  Dec.  604;  State  v.  livan,  4 

13.  Hunt  V.  State,  72  Ark.  241,  79  McCord  L.  (S.  C.)  16,  17  Am.  Dec. 
S.  W.  769,  lO'i  A.  S.  R.  34,  2  Ann.  702;  Long  v.  State,  39  Tex.  Crira.  461, 
Cas.  33,  65  hM.A,  71.  46  S.  W.  821,  73  A.  S.  R.  954;  Peck  v. 

14.  Ilaniillon  v.  State,  60  Ind.  193,  State,  54  Tex.  Crim.  81,  111  S.  W. 
28  Am.  Hep.  653;  Com.  v.  Qavin,  121  1019,  16  Ann.  Cas.  583. 

Muss.  54,  23  Am.  Rep.  255.  18.  State  v.  Clark,  223  Mo.  48,  122 

15.  Com.  V.  Gavin,  121  Mass.  54,  23  S.  W.  665,  18  Ann.  Cas.  1120. 
Aui.  Rep.  255. 
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property  was  embezzled  or  obtained  by  false  pretenses;  at  common 
law,  however,  the  rule  was  well  recognized  that  proof  of  embezzle- 
ment would  not  sustain  a  charge  of  larceny.*"  And  in  some  juris- 
dictions wherein  under  the  single  head  of  larceny  are  included  the 
crimes  of  embezzlement  and  obtaining  property  by  false  pretenses 
the  indictment  must  contain  the  allegations  necessary  to  support  the 
particular  common  law  crime  charged  and  the  proof  must  conform 
to  those  allegations.*  Under  an  ordinary  indictment  for  theft,  charg- 
ing a  fraudulent  taking  without  the  consent  of  the  owner,  it  is  compe- 
tent to  prove  that  the  taking  was  with  the  ownw's  consent  but 
obtained  by  false  pretexts.* 

76.  Possession  of  Stolen  Goods  as  Evidence  of  Guilt. — The  law 
concerning  the  effect  of  evidence  showing  the  possession  by  an  alleged 
thief  of  stolen  property  is  in  an  apparent  state  of  confusion,  due  in 
many  cases  to  loose  and  inexact  methods  of  expression  used  in  dis^ 
cussing  the  question.  That  evidence  of  possession  by  the  defendant 
of  the  property  stolen  is  always  admi^ble  is  univeiSally  agreed.* 
Likewise  evidence  of  the  possession  of  a  part  of  the  stolen  property 
is  admissible;  *  and  where  a  «)nspiracy  to  commit  a  larceny  is ^own, 
evidence  of  part  of  the  stolen  property  being  in  possession  of  an 
associate  of  the  accused  or  of  one  of  the  persons  chai^d  with  being 
a  co-conspirator  is  admissible  as  a  circumstance  tending  to  show  the 
guilt  of  the  accused.*  The  principal  difficulty  lies  in  determining  the 
effect  of  such  evidence.  The  true  rule  is,  without  doubt,  that  the 
possession  of  the  property  by  the  defendant  soon  after  the  commission 
of  the  alleged  crime  is  merely  an  evidentiary  fact  tending  to  establish 
gnilt  which  should  be  submitted  to  the  jury,  to  be  considered  in  con- 
nection with  all  the  othw  facts  and  drcumstances  disclosed  by  the 
evidence.*  It  does  not  in  any  case  raise  a  presumption  of  law  that 

19.  State  V.  "Williams,  68  W.  Va.  86,  (Mass.)  534,  45  Am.  Dec.  227;  State 
69  S.  E.  474,  32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  420;  v.  Wohlman,  34  Mo.  482,  86  Am.  Dec. 
State  V.  Lewis,  69  W.  Va.  472,  72  S.  117. 

E.  475,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  1203.  Notes:  64  Am.  Dee.  177;  101  A.  S. 

20.  Com.  V,  Berry,  99  Mass.  428,  96  R.  518. 

Am.  Dec.  767  and  note.  5.  State  v.  Wohlman,  34  Mo.  482, 

Note:  98  Am.  Dec.  160.  86  Am.  Dee.  117. 

1.  Stale  V.  Finnegean,  127  la.  286,  Note:  101  A.  S.  R.  520. 

103  N.  W.  155,  4  Ann.  Caa.  628.  6.  Engleraan  v.  State,  2  Ind.  91,  52 

2.  Hawkins  v.  State,  58  Tex.  Crim.  Am.  Dec.  494;  Warner  v.  State,  lOr 
407,  126  S.  W.  268,  137  A.  S.  R.  970.  Ind.  71,  7  N.  E.  896,  57  Am.  Rep.  79; 

3.  Wagner  v.  State,  107  Ind.  71,  7  State  v.  Gillespie,  62  Kan.  469,  63  Pac. 
N.  E.  896,  57  Am.  Rep.  79;  State  v.  742,  84  A.  S.  R.  411;  State  v.  White, 
Record,  151  N.  C.  695,-  66  S.  E.  1010,  76  Kan.  654,  92  Pac  829,  14  L.R.A. 
19  Ann.  Cas.  527,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  56L  (N.S.)  556;  Jones  t.  State,  30  Miss. 

As  to  the  admismon  of  such  evi-  653,  64  Am.  Dec.  175  and  note;  State 

dence  in  prosecution  for  burglary,  see  v.  Guild,  149  Mo.  370,  50  S.  W.  909, 

Burglary,  voL  4,  p.  440.  73  A.  S.  R.  395;  State  t.  Record,  151 

4.  Com.  V.  Montgomery,  11  Mctc.  N.  C.  695,  65  S.  E.  1010, 19  Ann.  Cas. 
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the  defendant  committed  the  alleged  larceny;^  although  the  unex- 
plained exclusive  posaesEuon  of  stolen  goods  shortly  after  the  commis- 
sion of  a  larceny  may  and  often  will  be  sufficient  evidence  to  justify 
a  jury  in  finding  the  possessor  guilty.^  But  the  trial  court  should 
not  instruct  the  jury  that  it  does  raise  such  an  inference,  as  the 
determination  of  the  inferences  to  be  drawn  from  the  evidence  is 
strictly  a  matter  for  the  jury.*  It  is  true,  however,  that  some  courts 
have  held  that  the  possession  of  stolen  property  soon  after  it  has 
been  stolen  is  prima  facie  evidence  of  guilt>  and  throws  on  the  posses- 
sor the  burden  of  explaining  his  possession,  and,  if  unexplained,  or 
if  his  explanation  is  not  satisfactory,  it  is  sufficient  of  itself  to  warrant 
a  conviction.^**  And  statutes  have  been  enacted  providing  in  effect 
that  possession  of  property  recently  stolen,  when  tile  party  in  posses* 
sion  fails  to  make  a  satisfactory  explanation,  shall  be  deemed  prima 
facie  evidence  of  guilt^^  But  the  unexplained  possession  by  one 
person  of  goods  belonging  to  another  does  not  raise  the  presumption 
that  a  larceny  has  been  committed  and  that  the  possessor  is  a  thief. 
Additional  evidence  is  necessary  to  establish  a  corpus  delicti.  Unless 
the  jury  are  satisfied  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt  that  the  offense  has 
been  committed,  the  unexplained  recent  possession  of  goods  will  not 


527  and  note,  25  L.B.A.(N.S.)  501;  106,  50  So.  507,  19  Ann.  Cas.  116; 
Boyd  v.  Stote,  24  Tex.  App.  570,  6  S.  Gravitt  t.  Stote,  114  Ga.  841,  40  S.  E. 
W.  853,  6  A.  S.R.  908  and  note;  Hunt  1003,  88  A.  S.  R.  63;  Huggins  v. 
V.  Com.,  13  Orat,  (Va.)  757,  70  Am.  People,  135  HI,  243,  25  N.  B.  1002,  25 
Dee.  443  and  note;  State  t.  Dnncan,  A.  S.  B.  357  and  note;  Mason  v.  State, 
7  Wash.  336,  35  Pae.  117,  38  A.  S.  R.  171  Ind.  78,  85  N.  E.  776, 16  Ann.  Cas. 
888.  1212;  State  v.  White,  76  Kan.  654,  92 

Notes:  58  A.  S.  R.  810;  101  A.  S.  Pac.  829,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  556;  Leh- 
R.  485,  497  ;  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  340.       man  v.  State,  18  Tex.  App.  174,  51 

7.  Sanders  v.  State,  167  Ala.  85,  52  Am.  Rep.  298;  Boyd  v.  State,  24  Tex. 
So.  417,  28  L.R.A.(N.S.)  536;  Wil-  App.  570,  6  S.  W.  853,  5  A.  S.  R.  908 ; 
Uams  V.  State,  40  Fla.  480,  25  So.  143,  Stockman  v.  State,  24  Tex.  App.  387, 
74  A.  S.  B.  154  and  note;  Thompson  v.  6  S.  W.  298,  5  A.  S.  R.  894  and  note. 
State,  58  Fla.  106,  50  So.  507, 19  Ann.     Note:  101  A.  S.  R.  493. 

Cas.  116;  Engleman  v.  State,  2  Ind.  9.  Gravitt  v.  State,  114  Ga.  841,  40 
91,  52  Am.  Dee.  494;  Belote  v.  State,  S.  E.  1003,  88  A.  S.  R.  63;  Lehman  v. 
36  Mias.  96,  72  Am.  Dec.  163 ;  Leb-  SUte,  18  Tex.  App.  174,  51  Am.  Rep. 
man  v.  State,  18  Tex.  App.  174,  51  298;  Stockman  v.  State,  24  Tex.  App. 
Am.  Rep.  298;  Stockman  v.  State,  24  387,  6  S.  W.  298,  5  A.  8.  R.  894  and 
Tex.  App.  387,  6  S.  W.  298,  5  A.  S.  note. 
R,  894  and  note;  Cooper  v.  State,  29  Note:  101  A.  S.  R.  493. 
Tex.  App.  8, 13  S.  W.  1011,  25  A.  S.  10.  State  v.  White,  76  Mo.  654,  92 
R.  712.  Pac.  829,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  556;  Garcia 

Notes:  73  A.  S.  R.  402;  101  A.  S.  v.  State,  26  Tex.  209,  82  Am.  Dec.  605 
R.  485,  491;  68  L.R.A.  48.  and  note. 

8.  State  V.  Weston,  9  Conn.  527,  25  11.  State  v.  Gurr,  40  Utah  162,  120 
&m.  Dec.  46;  Williams  v.  State,  40  Pac.  209,  39  L.RA.(N.S.)  320. 

FJa.  480,  25  So.  143,  74  A.  S.  R.  154 
4nd  note;  Thompson  ▼.  State,  58  Fla. 
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justify  the  conclusion  that  the  person  in  wboee  poaaession  they  are 
found  is  the  thief.^^ 

77.  Necessity  that  Possession  Be  Personal. — The  general  rule  that 
the  possession  of  stolen  property  is  evidence  of  guilt  is  limited  by 
the  rule  that  to  warrant  an  inference  of  guilt  it  must  further  appear 
that  the  possessioni  was  personal,  and  that  it  involved  a  distinct  and 
conscious  assertion  of  possession  by  the  accused.**  It  would  be  push- 
ing the  rule  too  far  to  require  of  one  accused  of  a  crime  an  explana- 
tion of  his  possession  of  the  stolen  property,  when  such  possesion 
could  also,  with  equal  right,  be  attributed  to  another.**  Hraioe  the 
mere  fact  of  fmding  stolen  articles  on  the  premises  of  a  man  of  a 
family  or  in  a  place  in  which  many  others  have  free  access  without 
showing  his  actual  conscious  possession  thereof  discloses  only  a  prima 
facie  constructive  possession  and  is  not  such  a  possession  as  will  justify 
an  inference  of  guilt  by  reason  thereof.*'  But  the  sense  of  the  term 
"posse^on"  in  this  connection  is  not  necessarily  limited  to  custody 
about  the  person.  It  may  be  of  things  elsewhere  deposited  but  under 
tlie  control  of  a  person.  It  may  be  in  a  storeroom  or  bam  when  the 
accused  has  the  key.  In  short,  it  may  be  in  any  place  where  it  is 
manifest  it  must  have  been  put  by  the  act  of  the  party  or  hia  undoubted 
concurrence.** 

78.  Necessity  that  Possession  Be  Recent.— The  possession  of  stolen 
property  must  be  recent  after  the  theft  in  order  to  afford  a  just  basis 
for  an  inference  of  guilt  on  the  part  of  the  possessor.*'  The  weight 
of  such  evidence  will  be  stronger  or  weaker  in  proportion  to  the  period 
intervening  between  the  taking  and  finding  in  the  possession  of  the 
defendant,**  and  it  m^  be  rendered  of  no  wei^t  whatever  by  the 
lapse  of  sufficient  time  as  to  make  it  not  improbable  that  the  goods 
may  have  been  stolen  by  another  and  passed  to  the  accused.**  The 

12.  SandetB  v.  State,  167  Ala.  86,  17.  Williams  State,  40  Fla.  480, 
52  So.  417,  28  UR.A.(N.8.)  536.  25  So.  143,.  74  A.  S.  R.  164  and  note;' 

Notes:  101  A.  8.  R.  487  ;  68  L.R.A.  Boyd  v.  State,  24  Tex.  App.  570,  6 
48.  S.  'W.  853,  5  A.  S.  R.  908  and  note. 

13.  People  v.  Hnrley,  60  Cal.  74,  44     Note:  84  A.  S.  R.  416. 

Am.  Rep.  65;  State  v.  Drew,  179  Mo.  jg.  Williams  v.  State.  40  Fla.  480. 
315,  78  S.  W  594,- 101  A  S  R.  474  25  So.  143,  74  A.  S.  R.  ik  ^inTe 
uid  note;  Lehman  V.  State,  18  Tex.  g^^^^  ^  Johnson,  60  N.  C.  235,  86  Am. 
App.  1*4  51  Am.  Rep  298.  j,^^   434  g^^^^  ^  j^^^^^^^ 

H  S^Te      Warford!-106  Mo.  55,  If'^  f  ,1 X' 

16  S.  W.  886,  ^  A.  S.  R.  322i  State  v.  ^27.  25  L  R.A.(N.S.)  561;  Leh- 

Drew,  179  Mo.  316,  78  S.  W.  594, 101  J"  S*^*f '       ^ex.  App.  174,  51 

A.  S.  R.  474.  KeP-  298. 

15.  People  V.  Hurley,  60  Cal.  74,  44  Note:  101  A.  S.  R.  501. 

Am.  Rep.  55;  State  v.  Drew,  179  Mo.  19-  Wilhams  v.  State,  40  Fla.  480, 
315,  78  S.  W.  594,  101  A.  S.  R.  474.    25  So.  143,  74  A.  S.  R.  154  and  note; 

16.  State  V.  Johmon,  60  N.  G.  235,  Com.  v.  Montgomery,  U  Mete.  (Mass.) 
86  Am.  Dee.  434.  534, 45  Am.  Dee.  227 ;  Matlock  v.  SUte, 
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length  of  time  that  must  elapse  after  the  larceny  of  goods  before 
their  possession  should  cease  to  be  considered  as  tending  with  other 
facts  to  show  guilt  is,  as  a  rule,  purely  a  question  of  fact  for  the  jury.^ 
79.  Explanation  of  Possession. — The  inference  arising  from  proof 
that  the  stolen  goods  were  found  in  the  possession  of  the  defendant 
shortly  after  the  commission  of  the  larceny  may  ^e  rebutted  by  the 
defendant  by  a  reasonable  explanation  showing  that  his  possesion 
was  otherwise  acquired  than  by  the  particular  theft  And  it  is  incum- 
bent on  him  if  he  desires  to  overcome  the  effect  of  such  evidence  to 
make  the  explanation.*  If  he  fails  or  refuses  to  offer  any  explana- 
tion, when  tiie  facts  are  such  as  to  call  for  one,  the  jury  may  be 
justified  in  returning  a  verdict  of  guilty.'  But  if  there  is  no  other 
evidence  tending  to  establish  the  guilt  of  the  defendant,  and  the  jury 
are  satisfied  that  he  gives  a  reasonable  account  of  his  possession  of 
the  property,  then  it  would  be  their  duty  to  acquit.*  However,  if 
the  possession  of  the  defendant  was  very  remote  from  the  time  when 
the  allied  larceny  was  committed,  he  is  not  bound  to  explain  at  all, 
as  no  legitimate  inference  of  guilt  can  be  drawn  except  from  recent 
possession.^  And  further  a  person  can  h6  required  to  account  only 
for  the  possession  of  things  which  he  actually  and  knowingly  pos- 
sessed.* Hence,  if  it  is  not  shown  by  the  prosecution  that  the  defend- 
ant's possession  was  exclusive  his  declaration  of  ignorance  of  the 
presence  of  the  property  is  all  that  is  necessary  until  it  is  established 
that  he  did  in  fact  know  that  the  goods  were  on  his  premises.^  The 
truthfulness  of  an  explanation  of  the  possession  of  stolen  goods,  al- 
though not  contradicted,  must  be  determined  by  the  jury.'  A  bill 
of  sale  of  the  stolen  property  is  admissible  in  evidence  in  rebuttal 
of  the  inference  arising  from  recent  possession  of  stolen  property.* 


25  Tex.  App.  654,  8  S.  W.  818,  8  A. 
S.  R.  451. 

Note:  64  Am.  Dec.  177. 

20.  State  v.  McRae,  120  N.  C.  608, 
27  S.  E.  78,  58  A.  S.  R.  808. 

Note:  101  A.  S.  R.  501. 

1.  Mason  v.  State,  171  Ind.  78,  85 
N.  E.  776,  16  Ann.  Cas.  1212;  State 
V.  Raphael,  123  la.  452,  99  N.  W.  151, 
101  A.  S.  R.  334;  State  v.  Sparks,  40 
Mont.  82,  105  Pae.  87,  135  A.  S.  R. 
60S.  19  Ann.  Cas.  1279;  State  v.  Clif- 
ford, 14  Nev.  72,  33  Am.  Rep.  526; 
State  V.  McRae,  120  N.  C.  608,  27  S. 
E.  78,  58  A.  S.  R.  808;  Kimball  v. 
State,  37  Tex.  Crim.  230,  39  S.  W.  297, 
66  A.  S.  R.  799. 

Notes:  39  Am.  Rep.  644;  101  A.  S. 
H.  502. 

2.  Belote  v.  State,  36  Miss.  96,  72 


Am.  Dec.  163  and  note ;  Boyd  v.  State, 
24  Tex.  App.  570,  6  S.  W.  853,  5  A. 
S.  R.  908  and  note. 

3.  State  V.  Clifford,  14  Nev.  72,  33 
Am.  Rep.  526. 

4.  Com.  V.  Montgomery,  11  Mete. 
{Mass.)  534,  45  Am.  Dec.  237;  Mat- 
lock V.  State,  25  Tex.  App.  654,  8  S, 
W.  818,  8  A.  S.  R.  451. 

Note :  64  Am.  Dec.  177. 

5.  State  V.  Drew,  179  Mo.  315,  78 
S.  W.  594,  101  A.  S.  R.  474  and  note. 

6.  People  V.  Hurley,  60  Cal.  74,  44 
Am.  Rep.  55. 

7.  Garcia  v.  State,  26  Tex.  209,  82 
Am,  Dec.  605  and  note ;  State  v.  Qiirr, 
40  Utah  162,  120  Pac.  209,  39  h.R,A. 
(N.S.)  320. 

8.  State  V.  Ourr,  40  Utah  162,  120 
Pae.  209,  39  L,R.A.(N.S.)  320. 
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But  the  production  of  a  signed  and  witnessed  bill  of  sale  of  the  prop- 
erty from  a  stranger,  supported  by  unimpeached  testimony  of  himself 
and  the  witnesses  that  he  purchased  and  paid  for  it,  is  not  sufficient 
to  overcome  the  statutory  presumption  of  larceny  arising  from  such 
possession,  so  as  to  authorize  the  setting  aside  of  a  conviction  for  lack 
of  evidence  to  support  it.*  The  admissibility  of  evidence  of  the  good 
reputation  of  the  possessor  of  recently  stolen  property  to  rebut  the 
effect  of  the  evidence  of  his  possession  as  a  criminating  circumstance 
does  not^seem  to  be  disputed.'** 

80.  Proof  of  Other  Offenses. — ^The  admission  of  evidence  tending 
to  establish  the  commission  of  a  crime  other  than  that  charged  has 
been  fully  discussed  in  general  in  another  article  in  this  work.'' 
The  discussion  herein  is  confined  to  an  application  of  those  principles 
to  prosecutions  for  larceny.  The  general  rule  is  that  on  the  trial 
of  a  person  for  a  particular  larceny  evidence  to  prove  that  be  had 
committed  another  distinct  offense  is  incompetent  and  generally  preju- 
dicial.'* But  evidence  which  legitimately  tends  to  support  the  diarge 
is  not  to  be  excluded  on  the  ground  that  it  will  show  othw  offenses." 
The  mere  fact  that  certain  larcenies  were  committed  on  the  same 
night,  or  the  same  expedition,  does  not  entitle  the  prosecution  to 
Aiow  all  in  proof  of  one.  But  where  the  only  direct  evidence  that 
the  larceny  charged  was  participated  in  by  the  accused  was  the  testi- 
mony of  an  accomplice  who  actually  did  the  stealing,  audi  participa- 
tion may  be  established  by  showing  that,  on  the  same  expedition 
during  which  the  larceny  is  alleged  to  have  been  committed,  the 
defendant  had  actively  engaged  in  abstracting  other  personal  prop- 
erty from  various  places.'*  Likewise  proof  of  other  offenses  is  permis- 
sible where  it  tends  to  establish  a  general  course  of  criminal  conduct, 
and  it  is  well  settled  that  general  evidence  of  a  combination  to  defraud 
others  in  the  same  way  in  which  the  prosecution  was  defrauded  may 
be  shown  to  illustrate  the  animus  and  intention  of  the  parties  in  the 
particular  case.'*  Thus  on  a  trifd  for  larceny  through  conspiracy  to 

9.  Jones  v.  State,  30  Miss.  653,  64  323;  State  v.  Kellv.  65  Vt.  531,  27  Atl. 
Am.  Dec.  175  and  note;  State  v.  Gurr,  203,  36  A.  S.  R.  884  and  note:  Top- 
40  Utah  162,  120  Pac  209,  39  L.R.A.  olewski  v.  State,  130  Wis.  244,  109  N. 
(N.S.)  320.  W.  1037,  118  A.  S.  R.  1019,  10  Ann. 

10.  People  V.  Hurley,  60  Cal.  74,  44  Cas.  627,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  756. 
Am.  Rep.  55.  Notes:  62  L.R.A.  232,  281,  322. 

Notes:  101  A.  S.  B.  504;  20  L.R.A.  13.  StaU  v.  Kelly,  66  Vt.  531,  27 

614.  Atl.  203,  36  A.  S.  R.  884;  State  v.  Wil- 

And  see  generally,  Crihihax.  Law,  sod,  42  Wash.  56,  84  Pac.  409,  7  Ann. 

vol.  8,  p.  207  et  toq.  Cas.  418. 

11.  See  Criminal  Law,  vol.  8,  p.  Notes:  62  LR.A.  231,  281,  .315, -322. 
198  et  seq.  14.  State  v.  Kelly,  65  Vt.  531,  27 

12.  Cora.  V.  Williamson,  96  Ky.  1,  At!.  203,  36  A.  S.  R.  884. 

27  S.  W.  812,  49  A.  S.  R.  285  and      15.  Defrese    v.    State,    3  Heisk. 
note;  Clark  v.  State,  59  Tex.  Crim.  (Tenn,)  53,  8  Am.  Rep.  L 
246,  128  S.  W.  131,  29  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
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secure  money  from  a  certun  person  by  fraud,  evidence  is  admissible 
that  the  same  persons  swindled  another  person  by  similar  means,  for 

the  purpose  of  showing  the  scope  and  purpose  of  the  conspiracy,  if 
one  is  found  to  exist,  although  the  accused  is  not  shown  to  have  been 
connected  with  the  con^iracy  until  a  date  later  than  that  to  which 
the  evidence  relates."  In  cases  of  larceny,  if  properly  connected,  the 
proof  that  other  stolen  property  was  found  in  the  possession  of  the 
defendant  with  the  property  charged  to  have  been  stolen  is  admissible 
for  any  of  four  purposes:  (1)  to  prove  felonious  intent;  (2)  to  prove 
that  the  alleged  theft  was  a  part  of  a  continuous  transaction  or  scheme 
of  larceny;  (3)  to  identify  the  defendant;  (4)  to  identify  the  stolen 
property.  In  all  of  these  ca-ses,  however,  it  must  not  only  be  shown 
that  the  defendant  was  found  in  possession  of  the  property,  and  that 
it  was  stolen ;  but,  in  addition  thereto,  it  must  appear  from  the  proof 
that  there  was  some  connection  between  it  and  the  property  charged 
in  the  indictment  to  have  been  stolen.  If  nothing  be  shown  but  that 
it  was  in  the  defendant's  possession,  then  it  is  inadmissible  in  every 
case,  because  it  tends  to  prove  nothing  but  another  and  a  separate 
and  independent  larceny.  If,  in  addition  to  the  fact  that  the  stolen 
property  was  found  in  the  possession  of  the  defendant  soon  after 
the  alleged  larceny,  it  be  shown  that  it  had  been  stolen  at  or  about 
the  same  time  and  place  as  that  charged  to  have  been  stolen,  then  it 
is  admissible  in  all  of  the  cases,  because,  under  the  drcumstances  of 
each  case,  it  tends  to  prove  the  matter  in  controversy.*' 

81.  Confessions. — The  rules  of  law  applicable  to  confessions  gen- 
erally are  of  course  applicable  to  such  evidence  on  a  trial  for  larceny. 
A  general  discussion  of  the  law  applicable  to  confessions  will  be  found 
treated  in  another  article  in  this  work.'®  Primarily,  there  are  two 
facts  which  render  a  confession  inadmissible  as  evidence:  First, 
that  it  was  obtained  under  any  form  of  compulsion,  so  that  to  receive 
it  in  evidence  would  violate  the  defendant's  constitutional  privilege 
against  self-incrimination;  and,  second,  that  it  was  made  under  such 
circumstances  of  hope  or  fear  as  to  create  a  fair  probability  of  its  testi- 
monial untrustworthiness.  This  rule  applies  fully  to  prosecutions 
for  larceny.**  And  where  the  confession  of  one  accused  of  larceny 
comes  within  these  rules  it  is  inadmissible.**  Thus  testimony  or  a 
confession  given  before  a  grand  jury,  under  oath  and  involuntarily, 

16.  State  T.  bobbins,  152  la.  632, 132  19.  Berry  State,  4  Okla.  Grim. 
N.  W.  805,  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  735,         202,  111  Pac  676,  31  L.RA.(N.S.) 

17.  Clampitt  v.  United  States,  6  849. 

Indian 'Ter.  92,  89  S.  W.  666,  10  Ann.  20.  Com.  v.  Titus,  116  Mass.  42,  17 

Cos.  1087  and  note;  Com.  v,  Riggs,  14  Am.  Rep.  138  and  note;  Com.  v.  Flynn, 

Gray  (Mass.)  376,  77  Am.  Dee.  333  167  Mass.  460,  45  N.  E.  924,  57  A.  S. 

and  note.  R.  472  and  note;  Stoddard  v.  State, 

18.  See  AniussiONS  and  Dkolaba-  132  Wis.  520, 112  N.  W.  453,  13  Ann. 


XIONS,  vol.  1,  p.  550  et  seq. 
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by  one  at  the  time  under  amet  and  charged  with  the  crime  (hen 
inquired  about,  without  informing  him  of  his  rights  or  of  the  effect 

of  his  testimony,  or  the  possibility  of  its  use  against  him,  is  inadmis- 
sible on  his  subsequent  trial  for  such  crime.'  But  a  statement  or 
confession  made  by  one  accused  of  larceny  at  his  preliminary  exam- 
ination, after  he  has  been  duly  cautioned,  is  admissible  against  him, 
although  the  examining  magis^ate  is  the  owner  of  the  property 
which  the  defendant  is  accused  of  stealing.'  The  acts  of  an  accused 
person  done  in  consequence  of  an  inadmissible  confession,  and  tending 
to  show  his  guilt,  should  be  received  in  evidence.  Thus  it  is  competent 
to  show  that  the  witness  was  directed  by  the  accused  where  to  find  the 
stolen  goods,  and  that  they  were  found  there  accordingly,  though 
his  confession  of  guilt  previously  made  to  the  witness  may  be  inadmis- 
sible, as  bdng  induced  by  improper  influence.*  It  is  Uie  general  rule 
that  a  statement  made  to  or  in  the  presence  of  a  person,  accusing 
him  of  the  commission  of  a  crime,  is  admissible  against  him,  when 
not  denied,  as  warranting  an  inference  of  the  truth  of  the  statement.* 
Thus  upon  trial  of  one  for  larceny,  declarations  of  his  wife,  made 
m  his  presence,  to  the  effect  that  stolen  property  found  in  the  house 
belonged  to  him,  are  admissible  against  him.  And  this  is  true 
although  the  wife  is  not  a  competent  witness  against  the  husband  in 
the  trial  of  a  criminal  action.*  But  the  rule  that  the  silence  of  a 
person  under  accusation  of  crime  is  admissible  in  evidence  against 
such  person  in  a  prosecution  for  the  crime  has  no  application  unless 
the  statement  is  addressed  to  the  person  accused  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  call  for  a  denial  or  other  reply  from  him.* 

82.  Admissions  and  Declarations;  Res  Gestae. — It  is  a  general  rule 
of  law  that  a  defendant  cannot  give  his  own  declarations  or  acts  in 
evidence  in  his  own  defense; '  but  this  rule  is  otherwise  if  the  state- 
ments or  acts  are  a  part  of  the  res  gestae.  Acts,  statements,  and  conduct 
at  the  time  the  stolen  goods  were  found  in  his  possession,  or  when 
his  right  to  them  was  first  drawn  in  question,  are  proper  evidence;  * 
but  it  is  otherwise  as  to  acts  performed  or  statements  made  by  him  at 

1.  State  V.  Clifford,  86  la.  550,  63  6.  Eaton  v.  Com.,  122  Ky.  7,  90  S. 
N.  W.  290,  41  A.  S.  R.  518  and  note.  W.  972, 12  Ann.  Gas.  874  and  note. 

2.  Talrar  v.  State,  34  Tex.  Crim.  G31,  7.  Hason  v.  Stat&  171  Ind.  78,  85 
31  S.  W.  662,  53  A.  S.  R.  726  and  N.  E.  776, 16  Ann.  Gas.  1212;  Hurley 
note.  V.  SUte,  30  Tex.  App.  333,  17  S.  W. 

3.  Belote  v.  State,  36  Hiss.  96,  72  455,  28  A.  S.  R.  016. 

Am.  Dec.  163  and  note.  8.  Henderson  v.  State,  70  Ala.  23, 

4.  State  V.  Record,  151  N.  C.  695,  65  45  Am.  Rep.  72;  Mason  v.  SUte,  171 
S.  E.  1010, 19  Ann.  Cas.  527, 25  L.B.A.  Ind.  78,  85  N.  £.  776,  16  Ann.  Gas. 
(N.S.)  561.  1212;  State  v.  Gillespie,  62  Kan.  469, 

Note:  12  Ann.  Cas.  876.  63  Pac.  742,  84  A.  S.  R.  411;  Stock- 

5.  State  T.  Record,  151  N.  C.  696,  66  man  t.  State,  24  Tex.  App.  387,  6  S. 
8.  E.  1010, 19  Ann.  Gas.  527, 25  L.R.A  W.  298,  6  A.  S.  R.  894.  And  see  gea- 
<N.8.)  561.  erally,  EvmEHCE,  vol.  10,  p.  974. 
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other  times,  and  which  are  open  to  the  suspicion  of  being  part  of 
hia  plan  of  defense.'  Likewise  the  defendant  may  give  in  evidence 
statements  made  by  him  while  the  property  alleged  to  have  been 
stolen  was  in  his  possession  and  before  he  knew  that  he  was  suspected 
of  having  stolen  the  same,  to  the  effect  that  such  property  was  not 
his  own,  but  belonged  to  another.^*'  No  man  can  be  criminally 
affected  by  acts  or  declarations  of  a  stranger;  but  where  a  privity  and 
community  of  design  have  been  established,  the  acts,  declarations, 
and  conduct  of  all  the  associates,  in  furtherance  of  their  common 
unlawful  purpose,  are  evidence  against  each  of  them.^'  However, 
an  error  committed  by  a  court  in  admitting  a  declaration  of  an 
associate  in  crime  before  a  privity  and  community  of  design  had 
been  established  may  be  cured  by  sufficiently  showing  such  com- 
munity of  design  after  the  admission  of  the  declaration  in  evidence.'* 
When  an  act  is  done  to  which  it  is  necessary  or  important  to  ascribe 
a  character,  motive,  or  object,  anything  said  by  the  actor  at  the  time 
from  which  the  character,  motive,  or  cause  may  be  collected  is  part 
of  the  res  gestae,  and  may  be  given  in  evidence,  whether  the  actor  is 
or  is  not  a  party  to  the  suit.'*  Thus  what  was  said  between  a  defend- 
ant and  the  person  from  whom  money  is  alleged  to  have  been  stolen, 
from  the  time  of  their  meeting  up  to  the  time  of  the  commission  of 
the  larceny,  is  admissible  as  part  of .  the  res  gestae."  But  it  has 
been  held  that  evidence  on  behalf  of  the  accused  to  prove  that  he 
took  steps  to  have  the  stolen  property  returned  to  its  owner,  for  the 
purpose  of  identification,  is  properly  refused,  where  the  evidence 
shows  that  the  accused,  when  first  asked  about  the  property,  made  a 
false  statement  denying  all  knowledge  of  it,  and  where  counsel,  in 
making  the  offer  of  proof,  did  not  state  whether  the  steps  in  question 
were  taken  by  the  accusisd  before  or  after  the  property  had  been 
found  in  his  possession.*' 

83.  Testimony  of  Accessories  and  Accomplices. — It  is  a  general  rule 
that  the  uncorroborated  testimony  of  an  accomplice  is  not  sufTicient 
to  convict."  All  who  participate  in  a  larceny,  however,  are  not 
accessories  or  accomplices.   Thus  the  rule  is  that  one  who  joins  a 

9.  Mason  v.  State.  171  Ind.  78,  85  387.  6  S.  W.  298.  5  A.  S.  R.  894. 
N.  E.  776,  16  Ann.  Cas.  1212.  Note:  10  Am.  Rep.  28. 

10.  State  V.  "White,  77  Vt.  241,  59  14.  Viberg  v.  State,  138  Ala.  100,  35 
Atl.  829,  2  Ann.  Cas.  303  and  note.  So.  53,  100  A.  S.  R.  22. 

11.  Johnson  v.  State,  29  Ala.  62,  65  16.  Mason  v.  State.  171  Ind.  78,  85 
Am.  Dec.  383  and  note;  State  v.  Rvan,  N.  E.  776,  16  Ann.  Cas.  1212. 

47  Ore.  338,  82  Pac.  703,  1  L.R.A.  16.  Ray  v.  State.  1  G.  Greene  (la.) 

(N.S.)  862  and  note.    See  also  Ad-  316.  48  Am.  Dec.  379;  Boyd  v.  State, 

MISSIONS  AND  DECLARATIONS,  vol.  1,  p.  24  Tes.  App.  570,  6  S.  W.  853,  5  A.  S. 

518.  R.  908;  Voufjlit  v.  State,  135  Ww.  6, 

12.  Johnson  v.  State,  29  Ala.  62,  65  114  N.  W.  518.  646.  128  A.  S.  R.  1008, 
Am.  Dec.  383  and  note.  32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  234.    And  see  Ac- 

13.  Stockman  v.  State,  24  Tex.  App.  complices,  vol.  1,  p.  166. 
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criminal  organization  for  the  purpose  of  exposing  it  and  bringing 
criminals  to  punishment,  and  honestly  carries  out  that  design,  is 
-not  an  accessory  before  the  fact,  although  be  may  have  encouraged 
and  counseled  persons  who  were  about  to  commit  crime,  if  in  so  doing 
he  intended  that  they  should  be  discovered  and  punished;  and  his 
testimony,  therefore,  is  not  to  be  treated  as  that  of  an  infamous  witness 
but  may  be  sufficient  alone  to  warrant  a  conviction.*' 

84.  Bill  of  Particulars. — ^Tbe  office  of  a  bill  of  particulars  in  a 
criminal  case  ia  to  advise  the  defendant  more  fully  of  the  charge 
against  him,  where  the  indictment  is^ood  as  a  pleading,  but  the  court 
may  be  of  the  opinion  that  the  defendant  is  entitled  to  some  further 
information  before  being  compelled  to  go  to  trial.  In  most  juris- 
dictions it  is  always  open  to  the  defendant,  when  the  indictment  does 
not  clearly  set  forth  the  charge  against  him,  to  move  for  a  bill  of 
particulars  or  specification  of  the  acts  on  which  the  prosecution 
intends  to  rely;  and  such  motion  will  be  granted  whenever  it  appears 
to  be  necessary  to  enable  the  defendant  to  meet  the  charge  against 
him,"  Thus,  where  receiving  stolen  goods,  acquiring  .property  by 
false  pretenses  and  embezzlement  may  be  prosecuted  under  an  indict- 
ment for  simple  larceny,  the  defendant  is  entitled  to  a  bill  of  par- 
ticulars stating  the  specific  kind  of  larceny  which  the  prosecution 
expects  to  prove."  A  further  analogy  to  the  law  of  pleading  lies  in 
the  rule  that  where  a  bill  of  particulars  is  given  the  court  will  limit 
the  prosecution  in  its  evidence  to  those  facts  set  forth  in  the  bill  of 
particulars.^**  But  it  has  been  held  that  the  mere  fact  that  the  bill 
of  particulars  to  a  charge  of  larceny  in  selling  collateral  securities 
without  authority  states  facts  showing  that  the  accused,  at  the  time  of 
taking  the  pledge,  expressed  an  intention  of  repledging  it  as  col- 
lateral, whereas  he  intended  to  sell  it,  does  not  require  proof  of  larceny 
by  obtaining  property  by  false  pretenses.* 

85.  Instructions. — charge  should  cover  the  entire  case.  Hence 
where,  on  the  trial  of  a  charge  of  grand  larceny,  the  evidence  will 
only  sustain  a  conviction  of  petit  larceny,  the  jury  must  be  charged 
botiti  as  to  grand  and  petit  larceny.*  And  while  ordinarily  the  court 
should  define  the  crime,  still  on  a  prosecution  for  larceny  a  judgment 
of  conviction  will  not  be  reversed  because  of  the  failure  of  the  trial 
court  to  quote  the  statute  relative  to  the  ofi'ense,  or  othe^ise  to  define 
the  word  "larceny,"  in  its  charge,  where  all  of  the  material  allegations 
of  the  information  were  called  to  the  attention  of  the  jury,  and  the 

17.  Com.  V.  HoUister,  157  Pa.  St.  13,  72  S.  E.  475,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  1203, 
27  Atl.  386,  25  L.B.A.  349.    See  also      20.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  1209. 
Accomplices,  vol.  1,  p.  159.  1.  Com.  v.  Althause,  207  Mass.  32, 

18.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  1207.  93  N.  E.  202,  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  999. 
And  see  Indictments  and  Informa-     2.  State  v.  Norman,  101  Mo,  520,  14 
TiONS,  vol.  14,  p.  190.  S.  W.  661,  20  A.  S.  E.  623,  10  L.R.A. 

19.  State  V,  Lewis,  69  W.  Va.  472,  35. 
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latter  were  instructed,  in  substance,  that  it  is  incumbent  on  the  prosecu- 
tion to  prove  such  allegations  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt.'  It  has 
long  been  the  law  in  some  jurisdictions  that  to  justify  a  conviction 
on  circumstantial  evidence  alone  the  facts  relied  on  must  be  abso- 
lutely incapable  of  explanation  on  any  other  reasonable  hypothesis 
than  that  of  guilt  Since  this  is  the  law,  a  jury  called  to  pass  on  a 
case  wherein  the  evidence  is  wholly  circumstantial  should  be  informed 
of  the  rule  as  a  part  of  the  law  applicable  to  the  case.  The  ordinary 
charge  on  the  law  of  reasonable  doubt  is  considered  to  be  ineffectual 
to  convey  to  the  minds  of  the  jury  a  dear  conception  of  this  exaction 
of  the  law,  where  a  conviction  is  sought  on  circumstantial  evidence 
alone.*  But  where  the  main  fact — the  taHng — ^is  proved  by  praitive 
testimony,  and  the  intent  and  other  circumstances  of  the  case  are 
proved  by  circumstantial  evidence,  the  court  is  not  required  to  charge 
on  circumstantial  evidence.^  Thus  it  has  been  held  that  in  a  prosecu- 
tion for  theft  of  cattle,  if  the  evidence  shows  that  the  accused  pointed 
out  the  alleged  stolen  animal  as  it  ran  on  the  range  and  sold  it, 
whereupon  the  purchaser  took  it  up  accordingly,  the  case  is  not  one 
of  drcumstantial  evidence,  and  ret^uires  no  charge  on  that  point  * 
Becent  possession  of  stolen  property  is  not  positive  evidence  of  theft. 
It  is  but  a  circumstance  tending  to  establish  it.'  Hence  when  posses- 
sion is  relied  on  to  establish  inferentially  a  taking  of  the  property, 
H  is  a  case  of  circumstantial  evidence,  and  the  trial  court  should 
charge  on  the  law  relating  thereto.^  But  tiie  rule  is  universal  that 
where  an  appellant  testifies,  and  admits  the  possession  of  stolen  prop- 
erty, but  claims  that  his  possession  thereof  was  obtained  in  such 
manner  as  not  to  constitute  theft,  the  case  is  not  one  of  circumstantial 
evidence.'  The  general  rul^  and  principles  of  law  governing  instruc- 
tions have  been  fully  discussed  in  another  article  in  this  work." 

86.  Verdict. — A  verdict  in  a  criminal  case  should  be  certain,  and 
import  a  definite  meaning,  free  from  any  ambiguity ;  but  any  words 
which  convey,  beyond  reasonable  doubt,  the  meaning  and  intention 
of  the  jury  are  sufficient,  find  all  fair  intendments  must  be  made 
in  support  of  the  verdicf    It  should  be  construed  with  reference 

3.  Starke  v.  State,  17  Wyo.  65,  96  6.  Farris  t.  State,  55  Tex.  Crim.  4S1, 
Pac.  148,  17  Ann.  Cas.  222.  117  S.  W.  798,  131  A.  S.  R.  824. 

4.  State  V.  Cliflord,  86  la.  550,  53  7.  See  supra,  par.  76  et  seq. 
N.  W.  209,  41  A.  S.  R.  518  and  note;  8.  Note:  8  Ann.  Cas.  798. 
Lehman  v.  State,  18  Tex.  App.  174,  51  9.  Worsham  v.  State,  56  Tex.  Crim. 
Am.  Rep.  298;  State  v.  Overeon,  30  253,  120  S.  W.  439,  18  Ann.  Cas.  134; 
Utah  22,-83  Pac.  557,  8  Ann.  Cas.  794  State  v.  Overson,  30  Utah  22,  83  Pac. 
and  note.  557,  8  Ann.  Cas.  794  and  note. 

Note:  69  L.R.A.  195.  Note:  69  L.BA.  206. 

5.  Aladin  v.  State,  48  Tex.  Crim.  1,     10.  See  Instructions,  vol.  14, 
86  S.  W.  327, 122  A.  S.  R.  730.  723. 

Notes:  69  L.B.A.  206  ;  8  Ann.  Cas.  11.  Higginbotham  v.  State,  42  Fla. 
797.  673,  29  So.  410,  89  A.  S.  B.  237;  Colip 
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CO  the  indictment  or  iliformation  and  the  entire  record,  and  if,  when 
so  construed,  it  is  definite  and  clearly  expreases  the  manifest  intention 
of  the  jury,  and  is  otherwise  legal,  mere  inaccuracies  of  expression 
will  not  render  it  void.^*  Thus  where  numbers  or  figures  are  used 
in  connection  with  a  statement  of  value,  they  are  to  be  understood 
as  referring  to  dollars,  unless  a  different  intention  appears.  This 
rule  applies  to  a  statement  in  a  verdict  in  a  larceny  case  of  the  value 
of  stolen  property.  The  omission  to  insert  the  word  "dollars,"  or  the 
corresponding  mark,  does  not  render  the  verdict  indefinite.'*  The 
verdict  must  conform  to  the  indictment  and  therefore  a  conviction 
under  an  indictment  for  robbery  and  larceny  from  the  person  is  not 
justified  by  a  verdict  finding  the  defendant  guilty  of  larceny  only, 
such  verdict  being  a  nullity.**  In  larceny  cases  as  in  all  criminal 
cases  the  juiy  have  the  right  to  find  a  special  verdict,  by  which  the 
facts  are  put  on  tiie  reconl  and  the  law  is  submitted  to  the  judges. 
A-  special  verdict  is  sufficient  if  it  finds  all  the  substantial  requisites 
of  the  charge,  without  following  the  technical  language  used  in  the 
indictment;  and  it  is  not  necessary,  after  stating  the  facta,  to  draw 
any  legal  conclusions.'*  Although  a  person  under  a  certain  age 
may  not  be  convicted  of  the  crime  charged,  still  his  age  need  not 
be  stated  in  a  verdict  finding  him  guilty,  for  the  verdict  of  guilty 
necessarily  implies  that  he  was  of  the  age  of  criminal  responsibility.'* 
Under  a  statute  which  requires  the  jury,  in  a  case  of  f^ny,  to  find 
and  state  whether  the  defendant  is  over  a  certain  age,  and  less  than 
another  age,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  whether  he  shall  be 
punished  by  confinement  in  the  reformatory  or  in  the  state  prison, 
it  is  not  necessary  to  find  his  exact  age;  but  a  finding  that  he  is  over 
the  minimum  age,  and  under  the  maximum  age,  complies  with 
the  statute;  and  if  the  jury  cannot  determine  the  defendant's  age 
from  his  appearance  or  from  other  evidence,  it  will  not  harm  the 
verdict  to  leave  the  age  blank,  as  the  court  may  assume  under  such 
circumstances  that  the  defendant  was  not  of  an  age  to  entitle  him  to  « 
be  sent  to  the  reformatory.'*  Where  the  grade  of  the  larceny  depends 
on  the  value  of  the  property  stolen,  it  is  necessary  for  the  jury  to 
find  the  value  of  such  property  in  order  that  the  proper  punishment 

V.  State,  153  Ind.  584,  55  N.  E.  739,  74  14.  Koch  v.  State,  126  Wis.  470,  106 
A.  S.  R.  322.   See  generally,  Verdict.  N.  W.  531,  5  Ann.  Cas.  389,  3  L.K.A. 

12.  Blackshare  v.  State,  94  Ark.  548,  (N.S.)  1086. 

128  S.  W.  549,  140  A.  S.  R.  144;  In  18.  Com.  v.  Chathams,  50  Pa.  St. 

re  McLean,  84  Kan.  852,  115  Pac.  647,  181,  88  Am.  Dec.  539. 

35  L.R.A.(N.S.)  653;  Aladin  v.  State,  16.  Dobs  v.  People,  158  111.  660,  41 

48  Tex.  Crim,  1,  86  8.  W.  337,  122  A.  N.  E.  1093,  49  A.  S.  R.  180. 

S.  R.  730.  17.  Colip  v.  State,  153  Ind.  584,  55 

13.  In  TO  McLean,  84  Kan.  852,  115  N.  E.  739,  74  A.  S.  R.  322. 

Pao.  647,  35  L.R.A.(N.S.)  653  and     18.  Beuchert  v.  State,  165  Ind.  523, 
note.  76  N.  E.  Ill,  6  Ann.  Cas.  914. 
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may  be  imposed ; "  but  if  the  indictment  alleges  the  value  of  the 
property  stolen,  a  general  verdict  finding  the  defendant  guilty  as 
charged  in  the  indictment  ia  sufficient  without  finding  specifically 
the  value  of  the  property  that  was  stolen.***  In  some  jurisdictions, 
however,  it  is  required  by  statute  that  a  verdict  of  conviction  must 
find  the  value  of  the  property  stolen,  and  in  those  jurisdictions  a 
general  verdict  will  not  be  sufficient  although  the  value  of  the  prop- 
erty is  alleged  in  the  indictment.*  It  will  be  presumed  that  a  jury 
followed  the  direction  of  the  court  in  determining  the  value,  there- 
fore where  a  court  instructs  the  jury  to  find  the  market  value  it  may 
be  presumed  that  the  valuation  fixed  by  them  is  the  market  value 
although  they  do  not  so  state.*  A  finding  of  the  aggregate  value  of 
all  the  articles  stolen  is  sufficient  where  the  indictment  charges  the 
stealing  of  several  different  articles.*  The  requirement  of  a  statute 
that,  where  there  may  be  a  conviction  of  different  degrees  of  an 
offense,  the  jury  must  specify  of  which  degree  they  find  the  defendant 
guilty,  is  satisfied  by  a  verdict  which  can  apply  to  but  one  of  the 
ofTenses  or  degrees  charged  in  the  information,  although  its  language 
might  also  fit  other  offenses  or  degrees  that  are  not  there  charged.* 

87.  Punishment;  Restitution. — At  common  law  grand  larceny  was 
punishable  by  death,  and  petit  larceny  by  whipping  or  some  corporal 
punishment.*  Under  the  modern  theory  that  the  infliction  of  pentd- 
ties  for  the  Eolation  of  criminal  laws  is  not  considered  as  a  punish- 
ment, but  rather  for  the  reformation  of  the  wayward  and  the  protec- 
tion of  society,  the  spirit  of  vengeance  has  departed  from  criminal 
procedure,'  and  the  punishment  for  larceny  is,  at  the  present  time, 
generally  limited  to  impriiionment  or  fine,  or  both,'  although  punish- 
ment by  whipping  has  been  inflicted.*  The  law  as  to  cruel,  unusual 
and  excessive  punishment  has  been  thoroughly  discussed  in  another 
article  in  this  work  wherein  it  is  stated  that  whether  a  punisliment 
is  cruel  or  unusual  does  not  depend  on  the  degree  tliereof  but  rather 
•  on  its  character.'  The  rule  has  been  consistently  applied  in  larceny 

19.  State  V.  Fox,  S3  Conn.  286,  76  Pac.  647,  35  L.R.A.(N.S.)  653. 

■  Atl.  302,  19  Ann.  Cas.  682  and  note;  5.  State  v.  Chambers,  22  W.  Va. 

Love  V.  People,  160  111.  501,  43  N.  E.  779,  46  Am.  R^p.  550. 

710,  33  L.B.A.  139;  Ray  v.  State,  1  G.  6.  Aabel  v.  State,  86  Neb.  711,  126 

Greene  (la.)  316,  48  Am.  Dec.  379;  N.  W.  316, 136  A.  S.  K.  719. 

KoeL  V.  State,  126  Wis.  470,  106  N.  7.  Dean  v.  SUte,  41  Pla.  291,  26 

W.  531,  5  Ann.  Cas.  389,  3  L.R.A.  So.  638,  79  A.  S.  R.  186;  Colip  t.  State, 

(N.S.)  1086.  153  Ind.  584,  55  N.  E.  739,  74  A.  S. 

20.  State  v.  Fox,  83  Conn.  286,  76  R.  322. 

Atl.  302,  19  Ann.  Cas.  682  and  note.       8.  People  v.  Morris,  80  Mich.  634, 

1.  Note:  19  Ann.  Cas.  6SS.  45  N.  W.  591,  8  L.R.A.  685  (referring 

2.  State  V.  Finch,  70  lo.  316,  30  N.  to  a  New  Mexico  statute  prescribing 
W.  578,  59  Am.  Rep.  443.  the  punishment  for  horse  stealing). 

3.  Note:  IP  Ann.  Cas.  687.  Note:  19  Ann.  Cas.  728. 

4.  In  re  McLean,  84  Kan.  852,  116     9.  See  Gbiuinal  Law,  vol.  8,  p.  262. 
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cases  that  the  punishment  cannot  be  regarded  as  cruel  or  unusual 
because  of  its  length  or  degree,  so  long  as  the  court  imposing  the 
punishment  proceeds  in  a  regular  Qianner  according  to  the  law 
governing  the  caee.^**  But  it  has  been  held  that  a  sentence  of  five 
years'  imprisonment  for  stealing  goods  worth  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  is  excessive.'^  In  some  jurisdictions  the  court  before  which 
the  trial  takes  place  may  on  conviction  order  the  defendant  to  restore 
the  stolen  property  or  its  equivalent.  Under  such  a  statute  it  has 
been  held  that  ordering  the  restitution  of  stolen  property  is  not  a 
part  of  the  punishment  but  is  merely  intended  to  effect  an  immediate 
restoration  of  stolen  property  in  the  custody  of  the  court  or  of  the 
state's  attorney  without  the  necessity  of  a  civil  suit  for  its  recovOTy.** 
Sometimes  restitution  can  be  ordered  only  where  the  property  stolen 
is  less  in  value  than  a  designated  amount.  Under  such  a  statute  it 
has  been  held  that  if  the  larceny  charged  consists  of  the  theft  of 
several  articles  from  different  owners  at  the  same  time  and  as  one 
act,  restitution  may  be  ordered  to  the  several  owners  provided  the 
aggregate  value  is  within  the  specified  amount.'* 

DC.  Receiving  STOLEy  Goods 

88.  Definition  and  Nature  of  Crime. — person  who  receives  stolen 
property  knowing  it  to  have  been  stolen,  with  the  intent  to  deprive 
the  owner  of  it,  is  guilty  of  receiving  stolen  goods,**  although  he  may 
have  been  authorized  by  the  owner  of  the  goods  to  receive  them  for 
him."  In  some  jurisdictions,  however,  the  element  of  intent  to 
deprive  the  owner  of  his  property  is  not  essential.'*  It  is  not  essential 
that  the  act  be  done  with  the  intention  of  profiting  thereby,  but  it 
is  sufficient  if  the  purpose  was  simply  to  aid  the  thief  in  carrying 
away  the  goods.*'  Under  the  rule  early  prevailing  in  England,  if  a 
person  received  stolen  property  from  the  thief,  knowing  the  same  to 
have  been  stolen,  and  with  the  intent  to  assist  the  thief  in  depriving 
the  owner  of  his  prox>erty,  he  was  an  accessory  to  the  larceiiy.**  That 

10.  Clampitt  v.  United  States,  6     Note:  26  Am.  Dec.  261. 

Indian  Ter.  92,  89  S.  W.  666,  10  Ann.  16.  Wright  v.  State,  5  Yerg.  (Tenn.) 

Gas.  1087;  People  v.  Morris,  80  Mich.  154,  26  Am.  Dec.  258  and  note. 

634,  45  N.  W.  591,  8  L.R.A.  685.  16.  State  v.  Sakowski,  191  Mo.  635, 

Notes:  35  L.R.A.  573,  577;  19  Ann.  90  S.  W.  435,  4  Ann.  Gas.  751. 

Cas.  728.  17.  State  v.  Rushing,  69  N.  C.  29, 

11.  Aabel  v.  State,  86  Neb.  711, 126  12  Am.  Rep.  641. 

N.  "W.  316,  136  A.  S.  R.  719.  Note;  25  A.  S.  R.  362. 

12.  Downs  V.  Baltimore,  111  Md.  18.  State  v.  Weston,  9  Conn.  527,  25 
674,  76  Atl.  861,  19  Ann.  Cas.  644,  41  Am.  Dec.  46;  State  v.  Sakowski,  191 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  255.  Mo.  635,  90  S.  W.  435,  4  Ann.  Cae. 

13.  State  V.  Hennessey,  23  Ohio  St.  751;  Ex  parte  Sullivan,  84  Neb.  493, 
339,  13  Am.  Rep.  253.  121  N.  W.  456,  18  Ann.  Gas.  1024  and 

11  Wright  V.  State,  5  Terg.  (Tenn.)  note,  28  L.aA.(N.S.)  750  and  note. 
154,  26  Am.  Dee.  258.  Note:  26  Am.  Dec.  261. 
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rule  has  been  followed  in  a  number  of  states  which  hold  that  the 
offense  is  deemed  to  be  accessorial  in  its  nature.'*  The  prevailing 
modem  rule  is,  however,  that  the  crime  of  receiving  stolen  goods, 
knowing  them  to  have  been  stolen,  is  a  substantive  crime  and  not 
accessorial,  and  is  indictable  and  punishable  as  an  offense  separate 
and  distinct  from  the  larceny  itself,'*  so  that  the  offender  cannot 
be  convicted  as  an  accessory.'  * 

89.  Goods  Received  by  Participant  in  Larceny, — ^Where  a  larceny 
has  been  oomnutted,  the  principal  thief,  that  is,  Uie  one  who  is  guilty 
of  tiie  actual  caption  and  afqportation,  cannot  be  adjudged  guilty  of 
criminally  receiving  the  thing  stolen  for  the  reason  that  he  cannot 
receive  from  himself  *  The  authorities  are  not  agreed,  however,  as 
to  whether  one  who  assists  in  the  commission  of  a  larceny,  although 
not  guilty  of  the  actual  taking  and  carrying  away,  can  be  convicted 
of  receiving  the  stolen  property.  On  the  one  hand  the  rule  has  been 
announced  that  <Hie  who  assists  in  a  larceny  and  who  could  be  con- 
victed as  a  principal,  although  not  guilty  of  the  actual  taking,  cannot 
be  guilty  of  receiving  the  stolen  property.*  While  on  the  other  hand 
auUiorities  are  not  wanting  to  support  the  rule  that  a  prosecution 
for  receiving  stolen  propwty  may  be  maintained  against  one  who 
was  present,  aiding  in  the  commission  of  the  larceny,  and  receiWng 
the  property  from  the  principal.*  The  reason  of  the  rule  is  that 
the  receiving  of  the  property  is  subsequent  to  the  larceny  in  fact,  and 
not  a  pEUi;  of  it,  and  therefore  the  rule  is  inapplicable  where  the  receiv- 
ing or  concealment  of  the  property  is  embraced  in  its  caption  and 
asportation.* 

90.  Receiving  Goods  Not  Stolen  or  Which  Have  Lost  Stolen  Char- 
acter.— ^It  is  one  of  the  elements  of  the  offense  of  receiving  stolen 
goods  that  the  property  must  have  been  acquired  by  theft  When 
it  is  shown  that  the  goods  were  not,  in  fact,  stolen  there  can  be  no 
conviction.*  It  is  also  essential  to  this  crime  that  the  accused  shall 
have  known  the  property  to  have  been  stolen  or  wrongfully  appro^ 


19.  People  V.  Eraker,  72  Cal.  459, 
14  Pac.  196,  1  A.  S.  R.  65;  Ex  parte 
SulUvan,  84  Neb.  493,  121  N.  W.  456, 
18  Ann.  Cas.  1024,  28  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
750  and  note. 

20.  Adams  t.  State,  60  Fla.  1,  53 
So.  451,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  1209  ;  Hug- 
gins  V.  People,  135  III.  243,  25  N.  E. 
1002,  25  A.  S.  R.  357;  State  v.  Fred, 
152  Mo.  100,  53  S.  W.  416,  75  A,  S. 
R.  438;  State  v.  Sakowaki,  191  Mo. 
635,  90  S.  W.  435,  4  Ann.  Cas.  751; 
Ex  parte  SuUivan,  84  Neb.  493, 121  N. 
W.  456,  18  Ann.  Cas.  1024,  28  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  750;  State  v.  Moxley,  54  Ore. 


409,  103  Pae.  665,  20  Ann.  Gas.  693. 

Notes:  26  Am.  Dee.  261;  25  A.  S. 
B.  362. 

1.  Note:  20  Ann.  Cas.  595. 

SL  Adams  v.  State,  60  Fla.  1,  53  So. 
451,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  1209  and  note. 

3.  Note:  Ann.  Gas.  1912B  1211. 

4.  Adams  t.  State,  60  Fla.  1,  53  So. 
451,  Ann.  Gas.  1912B  1209  and  note. 

6.  Adams  v.  State,  60  Fla.  1,  53  So. 
451,  Ann.  Cas.  19126  1209. 

6.  Sanders  v.  State,  167  Ala.  85,  62 
So.  417,  28  L.R.A.(N.S.)  536. 

Notes:  7  Ann.  Gas.  360;  17  Ana. 
Cos.  298. 
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priated  in  such  manner  as  to  constitute  larceny.  This  knowledge 
being  a  material  ingredient  of  the  offense,  it  is  manifest  that  it  cannot 
exist  unless  the  property  has  in  fact  been  stolen  or  larcenoualy  appro- 
priated. No  man  can  know  that  to  be  so  which  is  not  so  in  truth 
and  in  fact  He  may  believe  it  to  be  so,  but  belief  is  not  enough. 
Hence  where  it  appears  that  the  goods  which  the  defendant  received 
had  lost  their  character  as  stolen  goods  at  the  time  of  the  proposed 
transaction  he  cannot  be  guilty  of  receiving  stolen  goods.' 

91.  Goods  Stolen  In  Another  State  or  County. — By  the  common 
law  it  was  not  a  crime  to  receive  stolen  property  in  a  state  or  country 
other  than  that  in  which  it  was  stolen.^  But  tiie  cases  are  agreed,  in 
states  where  it  is  larceny  to  bring  property  into  the  state  which  has 
been  stolen  in  another  state  or  country,  that  one  who  receives  sudi 
property  knowing  it  to  have  been  stolen  is  guilty  of  receiving  stolen 
property''.*  In  some  jurisdictions  such  law  has  been  placed  in  the 
statutes.'*  And  even  where  the  rule  is  that  a  person  who  steals  prop- 
erty in  one  state  and  brings  it  to  another  cannot  be  prosecuted  in 
the  latter,  the  rule  has  been  followed  that  one  may  be  guilty  of 
receiving  stolen  property  although  the  theft  occurred  outside  the 
state.  This  is  on  the  ground  that  stolen  property  is  stolen  property, 
wherever  it  may  have  acquired  that  distinctive  character,  and  wherever 
it  may  be  found,  and  that,  where  receiving  it  with  Uie  intent  to 
defraud  the  owner  is  made  a  substantive  crime,  the  locality  of  the 
theft  or  the  personality  of  the  thief  is  not  material.^' 

92.  Necessity  for  and  Sufficiency  of  Proof  as  to  Guilty  Knowledge. — 
Guilty  knowledge,  at  common  law  and  under  Uie  statutes  in  all 
jurisdictions,  is  an  essential  element  in  prosecutions  for  receiving 
stolen  property,  and  must  be  both  alleged  in  the  indictment  or  infor- 
mation, and  proved  on  the  trial ;  and  it  should  exist  at  the  time 
the  goods  are  received.^'  But  it  need  not  be  directly  proved.  It  may 
be  shown  by  drcumstances.'*   In  some  jurisdictions  it  is  held  that 


7.  People  V.  Jaffe,  185  N.  Y.  497,  78 
N.  E.  169,  7  Ann.  Cas.  348  and  note, 
9  L.R.A.(N.S.)  263. 

8.  Es  parte  Sullivan,  84  Neb.  493, 
121  N.  W.  456,  18  Ann.  Cas.  1024,  28 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  750. 

The  rule  m  England  has  been 
changed  by  statute.  18  Ann.  Cas. 
1026  note. 

9.  Com,  T.  Andrews.  2  Mass.  14,  3 
Am.  Dec.  17;  Com.  v.  White,  123  Mass. 
430,  25  Am.  Rep.  116. 

Notes:  28  L.R.A,{N.S.)  750;  18 
Ann.  Cas.  1026. 

10.  Notes:  28  l..B.A.(N.S.)  750;  18 
Ann.  Cas.  1026. 

11.  Ex  parte  Sullivan,  84  Neb.  493, 


121  N.  W.  456,  28  LJl.A.(N.S.)  750, 
18  Ann.  Cas.  1024. 

12.  Collins  V.  State,  33  Ala.  434,  73 
Am.  Dec.  426;  People  v.  Levison,  16 
Cal.  98.  76  Am.  Dec.  505;  Huggins  v. 
People,  135  111.  243,  25  N.  E.  1002,  25 
A.  S.  R.  357;  Com.  v.  Leonard,  140 
Mass.  473,  4  N.  E.  96,  54  Am.  Rep. 
485;  State  v.  Sakowski,  191  Mo.  635. 
90  S.  W.  435,  4  Ann.  Cas.  751;  State 
V.  Pirkey,  22  S.  D.  550,  118  N.  W. 
1042,  18  Ann.  Cas.  192. 

Notes:  73  A.  S.  R.  402  ^  63 
269;  15  Ann.  Cas.  899. 

13.  Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  899 

14.  CoUins  T.  State,  33  Ala.  434,  73 
Am.  Dee.  4S&i  State  v.  Gordon,  IDS 
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the  fact  that  the  defendant  received  the  property  under  such  circum- 
stances as  would  satisfy  a  man  of  ordinary  intelligence  and  caution 
that  it  was  stolen  is  sufficient  proof  of  guilty  knowledge;  "  and  that 
in  determining  whether  he  had  such  knowledge,  the  jury  are  justified 
in  presuming  that  he  acted  rationally,  and  that  whatever  would  con- 
vey knowledge  or  induce  a  belief  in  the  mind  of  a  reasonable  person 
wpuld,  in  the  absence  of  countervailing  evidence,  be  suflicient  to 
apprise  the  accused  of  a  similar  fact  and  to  create  in  his  mind  a 
similar  impression  and  belief.*'  But  it  has  been  held  that  knowl- 
edge of  facts  which  would  put  an  ordinarily  prudent  man  on  inquiry 
is  not  sufficient  to  establish  guilty  knowledge.^'  As  indicating  such, 
knowledge  it  may  be  shown  that  the  property  was  taken  to  tiie  accused 
at  an  unusual  hour  of  the  night;  *®  or  that  he  purchased  the  goods 
at  a  price  greatly  under  their  actual  value.**  As  to  whether  the 
mere  recent  unexplained  possession  of  stolen  goods  is  sufficient  to 
establish  guilty  knowledge  the  courts  are  not  agreed.  According  to 
one  view  the  proof  of  possession  of  property  recently  stolen  is  not 
sufficient  to  show  such  knowledge,**  while  the  opposite  rule  is  main- 
tained in  some  jurisdictions.'  However,  the  fact  of  recent  possession 
coupled  with  contradictory  statements  by  the  accused  may  be  suilicient 
to  warrant  a  conviction.*  In  some  jurisdictions  it  is  maintained  that 
when  the  receiver  is  proved  to  have  had  the  property  in  his  possession, 
the  testimony  of  the  thief  on  the  question  of  guilty  knowledge  is 
sufficient  proof  thereof;  *  but  in  other  jurisdictions  it  is  held  that  the 

Minn.  217,  117  N.  W.  483,  15  Ann.  19.  People  v.  Levison,  16  Cal.  98,  76 

Cas.  897;  People  v.  Rosenthal,  197  N.  Am.  Dec.  505;  Huggins  v.  People,  135 

Y.  394,  90  N.  E.  991,  46  L.R.A.(N.8.)  III.  243,  25  N.  E.  1002,  25  A.  8.  R. 

31.  357;  State  v.  Pirkey,  22  S.  D.  550, 118 

Note:  26  Am.  Dec.  261.  N.  W.  1042, 18  Ann.  Cas.  192. 

16.  Collins  V.  State,  33  Ala.  434,  73  Notes:  26  Am.  Dee.  261;  22  L.R.A. 

Am.  Dec.  426;  Wright  v.  SUte,  5  Yerg.  (N.S.)  834;  15  Ann.  Cas.  901. 

(Tenn.)  154,  26  Am.  Dec.  258.  20.  Castleberry  v.  State,  35  Tex. 

Notes:  26  Am.  Dec.  261;  IS  Ann.  Crim.  382,  33  S.  W.  875,  60  A.  S.  R. 

Cas.  899.  53  and  note. 

16.  Collins  V.  State,  33  Ala.  434,  73  Notes:  76  Am.  Dec.  506;  73  A.  S.  R. 
Am.  Dec.  426;  Huggins  v.  People,  135  402;  22  L,R.A.(N.S.)  833;  15  Ann. 
III.  243,  25  N.  E.  1002,  25  A.  S.  R.  Cas.  902. 

357;  State  v.  Gordon,  105  Minn.  217,  1.  State  v.  Guild,  149  Mo.  370,  50 

117  N.  W.  483,  15  Ann.  Cas.  897;  S.  W.  009,  73  A.  S.  R.  395,  so  far  as 

State  v.  Rountree,  80  S.  C.  387,  61  S.  it  justides  an   inference  of  guilty 

E.  1072,  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  833  and  knowledge  from  posi^ossion  alone  was 

note.  disapproved  by  a  later  Missouri  case. 

17.  State  V.  Rountree,  80  S.  C.  387,  See  15  Ann.  Cas.  902  note. 
61  S.  E.  1072,  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  833  Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  902. 

and  note. ,  •                   .  2.  People  v.  Levisou,  16  Cal.  98,  76 

Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  900.  Am.  Dec.  505;  State  v.  Guild.  149  Mo. 

18.  State  V.  Gordon,  105  Minn.  217,  370,  50  S.  W.  909,  73  A.  S.  11.  395. 
117  N.  W.  483.  15  Ann.  Cas.  897.  Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  902.  903. 

Note:  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  833.  3.  Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  903. 
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thief  is  to  be  deemed  an  accomplice,  and  that  his  testimony  must  be 
corroborated  in  order  to  sustain  a  conTiction.^ 

93.  Proof  Generally. — To  sustain  a  conviction  on  an  indictment 
for  buying  and  receiving  stolen  goods,  the  state  must  bear  the  burden 
of  showing  that  the  defendant  bought  the  property  described,  that 
the  prc^rty  rweived  was  stolen,  and  that  the  defendant  knew  it  to 
be  stolen  when  he  bought  it*  It  is  not  necessary,  however,  that  there 
should  be  a  manual  possession  or  touch  of  the  stolen  goods;  exercising 
any  control  or  dominion  over  them  is  sufficient  to  constitute  a  receiv- 
ing.' It  is  a  well  settled  rule  of  criminal  law  procedure  that  an  allega- 
tion in  an  indictment  need  not  be  proved  if  it  might  have  bew  omitted 
from  the  indictment  without  detriment  to  it  and  without  affecting 
the  chaise  against  the  accused.  Hence,  where  a  statute  makes  receiv- 
ing stolen  goods  an  independent  substantive  offense,  an  allegation 
in  an  indictment  that  the  receiver  knew  from  whom  ihe  goods  were 
stolen  is  unnecessary  and  immaterial,  and  the  failure  of  the  prosecu- 
tion to  prove  such  allegation  does  not  affect  the  validity  of  a  verdict 
of  guilty  based  on  evidence  establishing  the  offense  under  the  remain- 
ing allegations  of  the  indictment^  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  has 
been  held  that  where  the  pleader  unnecessarily  alleges  the  commis- 
sion of  the  larceny  by  a  particular  person,  or  that  the  property  was 
bought  or  received  of  a  particular  person,  the  allegation  becomes  a 
matter  of  description,  and  must  be  proved  as  laid.*  For  the  purpose 
of  showing  that  the  property  received  had  been  stolen  a  judgment 
convicting  and  sentencing  another  person  for  stealing  the  same  prop- 
erty, together  with  the  indictment  on  which  it  was  found,  is  admissible 
in  evidence.*  Evidence  that  the  thief  was  reputed  in  the  community 
to  be  a  regular  and  honest  dealer  in  the  class  of  goods  to  which  those 
stolen  belonged  is  admissible  in  favor  of  the  defendant  as  a  circum^ 
stance  tending  to  disprove  knowledge.*®  In  view  of  tiie  fact  tliat 
junk  dealers  offer  the  easiest  and  ordinarily  the  most  secure  source 
for  the  disposal  of  stolen  property,  the  legislature  may  make  the 
proper  discharge,  by  junk  dealers,  of  the  active  duty  of  making 
inquiry  as  to  the  ownership  of  property  offered  to  them  for  sale,  the 
test  of  their  criminality  for  receiving  stolen  property,  in  case  the 
property  proves  to  have  been  stolen.  The  fact  that  such  an  act  applies 
to  junk  dealers  only,  and  to  certain  specified  classes  of  propeity, 

4.  People  T.  Kraker,  72  Cal.  459,  14  note;  State  v.  Pirkey,  22  S.  D.  550, 


Notes:  26  Am.  Dee.  261;  15  Ann.     8.  Euggins  v.  People,  135  III  243, 


5.  State  T.  Gordon,  105  Mum.  217,  9.  Cooper  v.  State,  29  Tex.  8,  13  S. 
U7  N.  W.  483,  15  Ann.  Cas.  897.        W.  1011,  25  A.  S.  R.  712. 

6.  Note:  26  Am.  Dee.  261.  10.  Com.  v.  Oazzolo,  123  Mass.  220, 
.  7.  State  v.  Sakovski,  191  Mo.  635,  25  Am.  Rep.  70. 

90  S.  W.  435,  4  Ann.  Cas.  751  and 
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which  because  of  its  nature  and  situation  is  peculiarly  the  subject  of 
larceny,  without  possibility  of  its  being  adequately  protected,  does  not 
make  it  class  legislation  or  leave  it  open  to  the  objection  that  it  denies 
equal  protection  of  the  law.^^ 

94.  Evidence  of  Receipt  of  Other  Stolen  Goods. — While  evidence 
of  the  commission  of  offenses  otJier  than  that  charged  is  generally 
incompetent,"  still  evidence  of  the  defendant's  possession  of  other 
stolen  goods  prior  to  or  at  the  time  of  the  commission  of  the  offense 
charged  is  admissible  as  tending  to  establish  that  the  defendant  re- 
ceived with  guilty  knowledge  the  goods  specified  in  the  indictment.'* 
The  doctrine  seems  to  rest  on  the  ground  that  when  it  is  satisfactorily 
shown  that  the  accused  had  in  his  possession  other  stolen  goods,  the 
fact  would  reasonably  support  some  inference,  slight  probably,  but 
strengthened  or  weakened  according  as  the  proof,  time,  number  of 
instances,  and  other  circumstances  will  justify,  that  the  accused,  when 
he  received  the  goods  in  controversy,  had  knowledge  of  their  larcenous 
character.'*  And  it  has  been  held  that  such  evidence  is  admissible 
without  direct  proof  that  the  defendant  knew  that  the  other  goods 
so  received  by  him  were  stolen,  on  the  ground  that  while  a  single 
instance  might  not  be  admissible  without  proof  of  scienter,  the  recdpt 
of  goods  on  repeated  occasions  undw  circumstances  tending  to  arouse 
suspicion  affoi^  a  fair  basis  for  an  inference  of  guilty  knowledge.'* 
It  is  immaterial  whether  the  other  possessions  occurred  before  or  after 
the  possession  charged.  It  is  the  multiplicity  of  instances  that  affects 
belief,  and  not  the  time  of  their  occurrence,  provided  the  time  is  not 
so  distant  as  to  be  accountable  for  on  the  theory  of  chance  acquisi- 
tion.'* It  has  been  said  that  the  evidence  is  admissible  where  all 
the  goods  made  the  subject  of  the  proof  were  taken  from  the  same 
owner  and  delivered  to  the  defendant  by  the  same  thief  at  different 
times."  On  the  other  hand  the  rule  has  been  announced  that  evi- 
dence of  the  defendant's  possession  of  other  stolen  property  is  admis- 
sible, though  such  other  property  was  not  taken  from  the  same  person 
named  in  the  indictment,  and  was  not  of  the  same  character,  pro- 
vided the  defendant  received  it  from  the  same  thief.'* 

95.  Indictment;  Verdict — ^Where  intent  to  deprive  the  owner  of 
his  goods  is  an  essential  element  of  'the  crime,  the  indictment  must 

11.  People  V.  Rosenthal,  197  N.  T.  Notes:  26  Am.  Dec.  261;  62  Ij.B.A. 
394,  90  N.  E.  991,  46  L.R.A.(N.S.)  31.  269;  6  Ann.  Caa.  916. 

12.  See  supra,  par.  80.  See  also  14.  Beucbert  v.  State,  165  Ind.  523, 
generally.  Criminal  IjAW,  vol.  8,  p.  76  N.  E.  Ill,  6  Ann.  Cas.  914. 

198.  15.  State  v.  Cohen,  254  Mo.  437, 162 

13.  Luery  v.  State,  116  Md.  284,  81  S.  W.  216,  Ann.  Cas.  1915C  86. 
Atl.  681,  Ann.  Caa.  1913D  161  and     16.  Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1913D  166. 
note;  State  v.  Cohen,  254  Mo.  437, 162     17.  State  v.  KeUey,  65  Vt.  631,  27 
S.  W.  216,  Ann.  Cas.  1915C  86  and  Atl.  203,  36  A.  S.  R.  884. 

note;  State  v.  Roontree,  80  S.  C.  387,     Note:  6  Ann.  Gas.  917. 
61  S.  E.  1072,  22  UB.A.(K.S.)  833.        18.  Note:  6  Ann.  Cbb.  917. 

98 


Digitized  by  Google 


17  R.  C.  L. 


LARCENY 


contain  an  allegation  as  to  the  intent;  ^'  but  a  dinect  allegation  to 
that  effect,  is  not  essential.  It  is  sufficient  If  the  indictment  alle^ 
that  the  goods  were  received  unlawfully  and  feloniously.**  In  some 
jurisdictions  the  intent  with  which  the  goods  were  received  is  not 
an  essential  element  of  the  crime  and  need  not  be  alleged.^  Under 
a  statute  providing  that  the  buying  "or"  receiving  stolen  property 
shall  constitute  the  crime,  an  indictment  charging  Uie  buying  "and" 
receiving  stolen  property  is  not  open  'to  the  objection  of  duplicity  • 
The  rules  for  determining  the  sufficiency  of  the  description  in  charg- 
ing larcoiy  apply  substantially  in  a  prosecution  for  the  single  offense 
o£  receiving  stolen  property.*  Hence  the  propraty  must  be  described 
with  sufficient  particularity  to  enable  the  court  to  determine  that 
such  property  is  the  subject  of  larceny,  to  advise  the  accused  with 
reasonable  certainty  of  the  property  meant,  and  enable  him  to  make 
the  needful  preparations  to  meet  such  charge  at  the  trial.*  Property 
which  had  been  altered  after  it  was  stolen  but  before  it  was  received 
by  the  defendant  may  be  described  as  it  was  in  its  original  condition 
if  the  character  of  the  property  or  ownership  was  not  dianged  by 
the  alteration.*  In  jurisdictions  wherein  the  crime  is  treated  as 
accessorial  only,  it  is  necessary  for  the  state  to  allege  and  prove  the 
conviction  of  tiie  person  by  whom  the  property  was  stolen,*  unless 
that  rule  of  the  common  law  has  been  dispensed  with  by  statute ; ' 
but  where  the  offense  is  an  indq)endent  substantive  crime,  the  con- 
viction of  one  charged  therewith  is  in  no  wise  dependent  on  the 
prosecution  of  the  original  thief  and  need  not  be  alleged.*  The 
great  weight  of  authority  is  to  the  effect  that  it  is  not  necessary  to 
allege  the  name  of  the  person  who  stole  the  property,*  because  the 

19.  Note:  26-  Am.  Deo.  261.  7.  See  AcoiSSORiia,  vol  1,  pp.  Ifi2, 

20.  Bise  V.  United  States,  144  Fed.  153. 

S74,  74  C.  C.  A.  1,  7  Ann.  Cas.  165.  8.  State  v.  Weston,  9  Conn.  527,  25 

1.  State  v.  Sakowski,  191  Mo.  635,  Am.  Dec.  46;  Hoggins  v.  People,  135 
00  S.  W.  435,  4  Ann.  Cas.  751.  lU.  243,  25  N.  E.  1002,  25  A.  S.  R. 

2.  State  V.  Pirkey,  22  S.  D.  550,  118  367;  Ex  parte  Snllivan,  84  Neb.  493, 
N.  W.  1042,  18  Ann.  Cas.  192.  121  N.  W.  456,  18  Amu  Cas.  1024,  28 

3.  Korab  v.  State,  93  Neb.  66,  139  L.R.A.(N.S.)  750. 

N.  W.  717,  L.R.A.1915B  83  and  note.  9.  Adams  v.  State,  60  Fla.  1,  53  So. 

4.  State  V.  Sakowski,  191  Mo.  635,  451,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  1209;  Huggins 
90  S.  W.  435,  4  Ann.  Cas.  751;  Korab  v.  People,  135  HI.  243,  25  N.  E.  1002, 
V.  State,  93  Neb.  66,  139  N.  W.  717,  25  A.  S.  R.  357  and  note;  Beuchert  v. 
L.R.A.1915B  83  and  note.  State,  165  Ind.  623,  76  N.  E.  Ill,  6 

5.  Com.  V.  White,  123  Mass.  430,  25  Ann.  Cas.  914;  State  v.  Guild,  149  Mo. 
Am.  Rep.  116.  370,  50  S.  W.  909,  73  A.  S.  R.  395 

6.  State  V.  Weston,  9  Conn.  527,  25  and  note;  State  v.  Sakowski,  191  Mo. 
Am.  Dec.  46;  Com.  v.  Andrews,  3  635,  90  S.  W.  435,  4  Ann.  Cas.  751; 
Mass.  126,  3  Am.  Dec.  22  note;  Ex  State  v.  Hazard,  2  R.  I.  474,  60  Am. 
parte  Snllivan,  84  Neb.  493, 121  N.  W.  Dee.  96  and  note ;  State  v.  Pirkey,  22 
456,  18  Ann.  Cas.  1024,  28  LJa.A.  S.  D.  550,  U8  N.  W.  1042,  18  Ann. 
(N.S.)  750.  Cas.  192  and  note. 
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offense  is  not  receiving  the  pn^»erty  from  the  thief  himself,  or  from 
any  particular  person,  bat  receiving  it  with  knowledge  that  it  was 
stolen  from  any  person  whatsoever.*®  But  the  courts  of  a  few  juris- 
dictions have  refused  to  adopt  the  majority  rule,  and  have  taken  the 
position  that  it  is  necessary  to  allege  the  name  of  the  thief,  provided 
it  is  known,  in  an  indictment  or  information  charging  the  receiving 
of  stolen  goods  knowing  them  to  have  been  stolen.**  The  jury  when 
so  instructed  should  find  the  v'aJue  of  the  property,  and  if  they  should 
disregard  the  instruction  it  may  be  cause  for  reversal,  where  a  ques- 
tion as  to  the  value  of  the  property  was  raised  by  the  defense;  but 
where  the  evidence,  not  only  on  the  part  of  the  state  but  on  the 
part  of  the  defendant,  shows  the  value  of  the  property  to  be  largely 
in  excess  of  a  statutory  requirement,  the  court  would  be  justified  in 
not  submitting  to  the  jury  the  question  of  value;  and  if  it  does  so 
instruct  them,  failure  of  the  jury  to  make  such  a  finding  under  the 
instruction  of  the  court  might  constitute  technical  error,  but  would 
not  be  a  ground  for  reversing  the  judgment*' 


96.  Title  of  Innocent  Purchaser. — By  the  larcenous  taking  of  chat- 
tels, the  owner  is  not  divested  of  his  property,  and  therefore  a  sale 
by  the  thief  or  by  any  person  claiming  under  the  thief  does  not 
vest  any  title  in  the  purchaser  as  against  the  owner,  though  the  sale 
was  made  in  the  ordinary  course  of  trade  and  the  purchaser  acted 
in  good  faith.*'  This  rule  has  sometimes  been  placed  in  the  stat- 
utes.** In  England,  where  stolen  goods  have  h&sn  sold  in  market 
overt,  the  title  vests  in  the  purchaser,  subject  to  being  revested  in* 
the  original  owner  on  conviction  of  the  thief.**  A  different  rule, 
however,  applies  to  money  and  negotiable  securities.  "When  money 
transferred  to  an  honest  taker  has  been  obtained  through  a  felony 
by  the  one  transferring  it,  the  honest  taker,  who  receives  it  without 
knowledge  of  the  felony  and  in  due  course  of  business,  acquires  a 
good  title  to  it  as  against  the  one  from  whom  it  was  stolen.  Mere 
ground  of  suspicion,  or  defect  of  title,  or  knowledge  of  circumstances, 
which  would  create  suspicion  in  the  mind  of  a  prudent  man,  or  gross 
negligence  on  the  part  of  the  taker  will  not  defeat  his  title.  Bad 
faith  alone  will  defeat  tiie  right  of  tJie  taker  without  knowledge. 

10.  State  V.  Sakowski,  191  Mo.  635,  v.  Baltimore,  111  Md.  674,  76  Atl.  861, 
90  S.  W.  435,  4  Ann.  Cas.  751.  19  Ann.  Cas.  644,  41  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

11.  Note:  18  Ann.  Cas.  196.  255;  Bassett  v.  Spofford,  45  N.  T.  387, 

12.  State  V.  Pirkev,  22  S.  D.  550,  6  Am.  Rep.  101. 

118  N.  W.  1042.  18  Ann.  Cas.  192.         14.  Sharp  v.  Parka,  48  Dl.  611,  05 

13.  Swim  V.  Wilson,  90  Cal.  126.  27  Am.  Dec.  565. 

Par.  33,  25  A.  S.  R.  110,  13  L.R..A.  16.  Scattei^od  v.  Svlvester,  15  Q. 
605:  Fort  v.  WVHa.  14  Tnd.  App.  531,  B.  506,  69  E.  C.  L.  506,  19  L.  3.  Q.  B. 
i3  X.  !■:.  155,  56  A.  S.  iJ.  316;  Downs  447,  14  Jur.  977.  16  Eng.  Rul.  Caa.  1. 
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The  test  is  honesty  and  good  faith,  not  diligence.**  At  the  present 
time  there  is  substantially  no  difference  in  the  rule  applicable  to  the 

rights  of  a  person  receiving  stolen  money  and  a  person  receiving 
stolen  negotiable  securities  which  are  complete  on  their  face,  and 
are  not  defective  because  of  the  want  of  original  deliveiy.^^  The 
rule  is  well  settled  that  a  bona  fide  purchaser  of  a  n^otiable  bill, 
bond  or  note,  although  he  buys  from  a  thief,  acquires  a  good  title, 
if  he  pays  value  for  it,  without  notice  of  the  infirmity  of  his  vendor's 
title.^'  Different  rules  from  those  affecting  negotiable  paper  and 
money  obtain  as  regards  stock  certificates  indorsed  in  blank  and  sub- 
sequently stolen.  A  purchaser  of  such  certificates  is  not  in  any  sense 
a  bona  fide  holder' for  value  or  entitled  to  protection,  nor  is  any  sub- 
sequent purchaser  of  that  identical  certificate;  and  the  rule  is  well 
settled  that  where  a  stock  certificate  is  stolen  an  innocent  purchaser 
from  the  thief  acquires  no  title  as  against  the  true  owner.'*  If  the 
purchaser  from  one  who  has  not  the  title  to  shares  of  corporate  stock, 
and  has  no  authority  to  sell,  relies  for  his  protection  on  the  negli- 
gence of  the  true  owner,  he  must  show  that  such  negligence  was  the 
proximate  cause  of  the  deceit.  And  the  mere  fact  that  the  owner 
deposited  them  with  a  rentable  bank,  endorsed  in  blank,  has  been 
held  not  to  constitute  such  negligence.*** 

97.  Action  against  Thief. — ^With  the  exception  of  a  few  early  Eng- 
lish cases,  now  obsolete,  the  authorities  are  agreed  that  the  owner 
may  recover  his  property  or  the  value  thereof  from  the  thief,  since 
the  thief  acquires  no  title  as  against  the  true  owner.*  There  is  still 
some  difference  of  opinion  as  to  whether  a  criminal  prosecution  must 
precede  the  civil  remedy.  The  English  rule,  which  has  been  adopted 
in  some  jurisdictions  in  this  country,  denies  the  right  to  maintain 

IS.  Birmingham  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Cas.  1913C  1115  and  note,  38  L.ILA. 
Gilbert,  123  La.  Si5,  49  So.  593,  131  (N.S.)  180;  Knox  t.  Eden  Uusee 
A.  S.  R.  382,  26  LJl.A.(N.S.)  631  and  American  Co.,  148  N.  Y.  441,  42  N.  E. 


17.  Note:  25  L.R.A.CN.S.)  631.  1^  Beckwitb  v.  QaUce  Mines  Co.,  50  Ore. 
also  BU.L8  AND  Notes,  vol.  3,  pp.  1000,  542,  93  Pao.  453, 16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  723; 


18.  East  Birmingham  Land  Co.  v.  Pa.  St.  197,  54  Atl.  785,  97  A.  S.  R. 
Denois,  85  Ala.  656,  5  So.  317,  7  A.  S-.  735.  And  see  Cobporatioits,  vol.  7, 
R.  73,  2  L.R.A.  836;  Manhattan  Sav.  pp.  278-280. 

Inst.  V.  New  York  Nat.  Exeh.  Bank,  20.  Schumacher  v.  Greene  Cananea 
170  N.  Y.  38,  62  N.  E.  1079,  88  A.  S.  Copper  Co.,  117  Minn.  124, 134  N.  W. 
R.  640.  51U.  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  1115,  38  L.R.A. 

19.  East  Birmingham  Land  Co.  v.  (N.S.)  180. 

Dennis,  85  Ala.  565,  5  So.  317,  7  A.  S.  1.  Hutchinson  v.  Merchants',  etc., 
R.  73,  2  L.R.A.  836;  Swim  v.  Wilson,  Bank,  41  Pa.  St.  42,  80  Am.  Dec.  596. 
90  CaL  126,  27  Pac.  33,  25  A.  S.  R.  Notes:  14  Am.  Dee.  246;  129  A.  S. 
110,  13  L.R.A.  605  and  note;  Schu-  R.  411;  41  L.R.A.(N.S.)  256;  19  Ann. 
macher  v.  Greene  Cananea  Copper  Co.,  Cas.  647. 
117  Minn.  124,  134  N.  W,  510,  Ann. 
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988,  51  A.  S.  R.  700,  31  L.R.A.  779; 
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a  civil  actioD  for  the  loss  of  property  by  theft,  until  the  owner  has 
discharged  his  duty  to  tiie  state  by  bringing  ihe  offender  to  justice 

on  the  criminal  side  of  the  court  The  civil  remedy  is  thus  su^nded 
until  after  the  termination  of  the  criminal  prosecution  ag^dnst  the 
offender*  On  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  held  that  the  injured 
person  may  maintain  a  civil  action  against  the  thief  before  the  crim- 
inal prosecution  has  been  determined.*  Probably  the  courts  in  these 
cases  did  not  mean  to  intimate  that  the  institution  of  a  criminal 
proceeding  was  necessary;  and  it  has  been  held  that  it  is  not  neces- 
sary that  there  should  be  a  criminal  prosecution  at  all.*  But  under 
a  statute  giving  persons  who  suffer  injury  to  their  person,  reputation, 
or  estate  by  the  commission  of  a  crime,  a  right  of  action  against 
the  offender  to  recover  damages  for  such  injury,  and  providing  that 
the  action  shall  not  be  commenced  until  after  complaint  for  a  crim- 
inal prosecution  has  been  made,  a  failure  to  allege  the  making  of  such 
complaint  b^ore  the  commencement  of  the  civil  action  is  fatal  to 
the  proceeding.'  One  who  has  purchased  stolen  property  from  a 
t^ief  may  recover  the  price  paid  when  the  property  is  taken  from 
the  purchaser  by  the  rightful  owner;  and  the  fact  that  the  thief  has 
or  has  not  been  prosecuted  for  the  crime  will  not  affect  the  right  to 
maintain  the  civil  action.*  Under  a  'statute  providing  that  every 
person  convicted  of  larceny  shall  restore  the  thing  taken  or  shall 
pay  the  full  value  thereof,  and  shall  be  punished  in  a  specified  man- 
ner, jurisdiction  to  compel  restoration  of  stolen  property  is  not  con- 
ferred exclusively  on  the  criminal  courts  so  as  to  prevent  a  civil  court 
from  entertaining  an  action  to  recover  its  value.' 

98.  Action  against  Third  Person. — The  owner  of  stolen  goods  may 
follow  and  reclaim  them  wherever  he  may  find  them,*  and  he  may 
recover  Uiem  or  their  value  from  any  person  into  whose  possession 

2.  Foster  v.  Tucker,  3  OreenL  (Me.)  4.  Howk  t.  Miunick,  19  Ohio  St. 

458,  14  Am.  Dec  243  (the  rale  in  462,  2  Am.  Rep.  413. 

Haine  has  been  ehansed  by  statate.  41  ^ote:  41  L.R.A.(N.8.)  255. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  256  note;  19  Ann.  Cas.  6-  Notes:  41  L.R.A.(N.S.)  269;  19 

649  note);  Hutchinson  v.  Merchants',  „  ^        ^  ^  r, 

ete..  Bank,  41  Pa.  St.  42,  80  Am.  Dec.  ^^Jf^ytno 
KQf^'         '  '  (la.)  327, 54  Am.  Dec  503, 

w-*.--.  At  T  Tj  *  /XTQ  \  ow.  10  7.  Dowus  V.  Baltimore,  111  Md.  674, 
A      r     ^  L.RA.(N.S.)   255,  19  Ann.  Cas.  644,  41 

Ann.  Cas.  647.  L  R  A  (N  S  )  255 

tn  *8."  Johnwn  V.  Martin,  87  Minn,  370, 

76  Atl.  861, 19  Ann.  Cas.  644  and  note,  92  jj,  221,  94  A,  S,  R  706  and 
41  L.R.A.(N.S.)  255  and  note;  Pettin-  note,  69  L.R.A.  733;  Bassctt  v.  Spof- 
giU  V.  Hideout,  6  N.  H.  454,  25  Am.  ford,  45  N.  Y.  387,  6  Am.  Rep.  101; 
Dec  473;  Howk  v.  Minnick,  19  Ohio  Hindmarch  v.  Hoffman,  127  Pa.  St. 
St.  462,  2  Am.  Rep.  413.  284,  18  AtL  14,  14  A.  3.  B.  842.  4 

Notes:  14  Am.  Dec.  245;  16  Eng.  L.R.A.  368  and  note. 
Rol.  Caa.  7.  Note:  16  Eng.  Rol.  Caa.  8. 
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tlkey  have  come  whether  innocently  or  otherwise;  *  and  he  may  main- 
Udn  an  action  for  their  value  against  an  intermediate  possessor  who 
innocently  bought  them  from  the  thief  and  resold  th^,  if  the  goods 
have  passed  beyond  the  reach  of  the  owner.^*  Likewise  the  value 
of  stolen  property  may  be  recovered  from  the  estate  of  tiie  fhief  as 
it  is  a  cause  of  action  which  survivee  his  death.*^ 

99.  Form  of  Action. — ^Trover  lies  to  reoover  prc^>erty  q>propriated 
by  theft  as  well  as  tiiat  taken  by  fraudulent  means  or  a  mere  tres- 
pass.^'  But  it  has  been  held  that  an  action  of  assumpsit  cannot  be 
maintained  against  the  thief,  because  the  circumstances  of  the  trans- 
action altogether  exclude  and  negative  any  implication  of  a  promise 
to  pay.*'  However,  if  the  stolen  property  is  money,  or  has  been  con- 
verted into  money,  an  action  of  assumpsit  for  money  had  and  received 
is  maintainable,  according  to  the  established  doctrine  that  when  one 
man  has  money  in  his  hands  that  in  equity  and  good  conscience 
belongs  to  another,  it  may  be  recovered  in  this  form  of  action.  The 
plaintiff  may  waive  the  tort  in  this  case,  as  'well  as  in  any  other 
case  of  wrongful  taking.**  And  it  has  been  held  tiiat  an  action  of 
assumpsit  may  be  maintained  by  the  owner  of  stolen  money,  to  recover 
the  amount  thereof,  against  one  with  whom  it  was  deposited  by  the 
thief,  and  who,  after  notice  of  the  owner^s  rights,  paid  it  on  the  thief's 
order  to  third  pei"son3.**  Based  on  the  rule  that  one  who  tortiously 
acquires  property  holds  it  in  trust  for  the  true  owner,  the  rule  is 
that  equity  has  jurisdiction  of  a  suit  to  reach  the  proceeds  of  prop- 
erty which  a  thief  has  turned  into  cash.'*  Under  a  statute  giving 
one  to  whom  another  is  indebted  a  right  to  attachment  if  he  is  attempt- 
ing to  conceal  or  dispose  of  his  property  with  intent  to  defraud  his 

9.  Swim  V.  Wilson,  90  Cal.  126,  27  14.  Shaw  v.  Coffin,  58  He.  254,  4 

Pac.  33,  25  A.  S.  R.  110, 13  L.R.A.  605  Am.  Rep.  290;  Downes  v.  Baltimore, 

and  note;  Port  v.  Wells,  14  Ind.  App.  Ill  Md.  674,  76  Atl.  861, 19  Ann.  Cas. 

531,  43  N.  E.  155,  56  A.  S.  R.  316;  644,  41  LJIA.(K.S.)  265  and  note. 

Johnson  t.  Martin,  87  Minn.  370,  92  And  see  AssuxPsrr,  vol.  2,  p.  778  tit 

N.  W.  221,  94  A.  S.  R.  706  and  note,  seq. 


11.  Lightfoot  V.  Davis,  198  N.  Y.  Fed.  501,  131  C.  C.  A.  549,  L.a.A. 
281,  91  N.  £.  582, 139  A.  S.  K.  817, 19  1914B  442  and  note;  Warren  v.  Hoi- 
Ann.  Caa.  747,  29  L.R.A.(N.S.)  119;  brook,  95  Mich.  185,  54  N.  W.  712,  35 
Aylsworth  v.  GnrtiB,  19  R.  L  617,  34  A.  S.  R.  554;  Lamb  v.  Rooney,  72  Neb. 
AtL  1109,  61  A.  S.  B.  785,  33  L.R.A.  322,  100  N.  W.  410,  117  A.  S.  B.  795; 
lie.  Newton  v.  Porter,  69  N.  Y.  133,  25 
18.  Hnteliingon  v.  Merchants',  ete.,  Am*  Rep.  152;  Lightfoot  v.  OaTis,  198 
Bank,  41  Pa.  St  42,  80  Am.  Dec.  596.  N.  Y.  261,  91  N.  E.  582,  139  A.  S.  R. 

13.  Foster  t.   Tucker.   3  Greenl.  817, 19  Ann.  Cas.  747, 29  L.B.A.(N.S.) 

(Me.)  458,  14  Am.  Dec.  243.  119. 


69  L.R.A'.  733. 
Note:  25  A.  S.  R.  362. 
10.  Sharp  t.  Parks,  48  IlL  611,  96 


15.  Hindmarch  t.  Hoffman,  127  Pa. 
St.  284,  18  Atl.  14,  14  A.  S.  R.  842 


Am.  Dee.  566. 


and  note,  4  L.R.A.  368. 
16.  Pioneer  Min.  Co.  t.  Tyberg,  215 


Note:  41  LJt.A.(N.S.)  260. 


Note:  41  L.R.A.(N.S.J  260. 
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creditors,  and  ihe  debt  was  fraudulently  contracted,  it  has  been  held 
that  one  who  obtains  another's  property  by  larceny  is  his  debtor 

Emd  that  an  attachment  may  be  issued.'' 

100.  Statute  of  limitations. — The  question  whether  title  to  per- 
sonalty acquired  by  theft  can  be  obtained  by  lapse  of  time  depends 
qn  whether  a  person  obtaining  such  property  may  plead  the  statute 
of  limitations  as  a  bar  to  an  action  for  its  recovery.  It  is  generally 
held  that  a  thief  stealing  and  concealing  personalty  from  the  owner 
thereof  may  not  set  up  his  possession  for  the  statutory  period  as  a 
bar  to  an  action  by  the  owner  to  recover  the  property,'®  for  a  person 
who  obtains  possession  of  property  by  larceny  and  conceals  his  pos- 
session cannot  acqmre  title  by  lapse  of  time,  however  long.'*  But  as 
soon  as  he  holds  it  openly  and  notoriously,  so  that  the  owner  may 
have  a  reasonable  opportunity  of  knowing  its  whereabouts  and  of 
asserting  his  title,  the  statute  begins  to  run,  although  the  proof  may 
show  it  to  have  been  stolen  property;  not  on  the  theory  that  the  thief 
is  to  be  protected,  but  because  of  the  laches  of  the  owner  in  not 
asserting  his  title  for  so  long  a  period  as  the  statute  gives  him."* 
In  an  action  brought,  not  to  recover  the  stolen  property,  but  to  recover 
damages  for  its  conversion,  the  decisions  are  conflicting  as  to  the 
right  of  the  thief  to  plead  the  statute  of  limitations  as  a  bar.  One 
rule  is  that  an  action  for  the  conversion  by  a  thief  of  the  goods  stolen 
by  him  is  barred  by  the  lapse  of  the  statutory  period,  thougli  the 
cause  of  action  is  fraudulently  concealed  from  the  plaintiff.'  But 
in  otiier  jurisdictions  the  rule  is  that  a  thief  who  conceals  the  cause 
of  action  from  the  owner  perpetrates  a  fraud,  and  that  the  owner 
may  recover  in  an  action  for  the  conversion  of  the  property,  under 
the  rule  that  the  statute  of  limitations  does  not  begin  to  run  where 
there  is  a  fraudulent  concealment  of  the  cause  of  action.*  In  an 
action  against  the  purchaser  of  stolen  property,  if  the  buyer  be  not 
an  innocent  purchaser — if  he  knew  it  to  be  stolen  property — he  is 
but  the  receiver  of  stolen  property,  and  the  statute  will  not  begin  to 
run  as  to  him  until  he  shall  have  done  with  it  what  a  thief  is  required 
to  do  in  order  to  bring  it  within  the  operation  of  the  statujte.'  But 

17.  Downs  V.  Baltimore,  111  Md.  Ann.  Cas.  747,  29  L.R.A.(N.S.)  119. 
674,  76  Atl.  861,  19  Ann.  Cas.  644,  41      20.  Shelby  v.  Shaner,  28  Okla.  605, 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  255.  •  115  Pae.  785,  34  L.R^.(N.S)  621  and 

18.  Arnold  v.  Scott,  2  Mo.'  13,  22  note. 

Am.  Dec.  433 ;  Lightfoot  v.  Davis,  198  1.  lightfoot  v.  Davis,  198  N.  Y.  261, 

N.  Y.  261,  91  N.  E.  582,  139  A.  S.  R.  91  N.  K.  582,  139  A.  S.  R.  817,  19 

817,19  Ann.  Cas.  747,  29  L.R.A.{N.S.)  Ann.  Cas.  747  and  note,  29  L.R.A, 

119;  Shelby  v.  Shaner,  28  Okla.  605,  (N.S.)  119. 

116Pac785,34L.B.A.(N.S,)  621.and  2.  Notes:  29  L.R.A.(N.S.)  120;  19 

note.  Ann.  Cas.  751. 

Note:  19  Ann.  Cas.  751.  3.  Notes:  29  L.R.A.(N.S.)  121;  34 

19.  Lightfoot  T.  Davis,  198  N.  Y.  L.R.A.{N.S.)  621;  19  Ann.  Caa.  752. 
261,  91  N.  E.  582, 139  A.  S.  R.  817, 19 

94 


Digitized  by  Google 


LARCENY 


where  the  property  pa.s£es  from  the  poesession  of  a  thief  to  a  hona 
fide  purchaser,  the  statute  immediately  commences  to  run,  and  such 
purchaser,  after  tlie  lapse  of  the  statutory  limitation  barring  actions 
to  recover  personalty,  acquires  a  good  title  thereto,  though  the  orig- 
inal owner  has  no  knowledge  of  the  possession  of  the  purchaser.^ 
A  bona  fide  purchaser  of  stolen  property  from  another  innocent  pur- 
chaser can  tack  the  time  of  his  possession  to  that  of  his  vendor  to 
make  the  statutory  period.  But  if  the  thief,  after  having  concealed 
the  property,  has  done  nothing  in  relation  to  it  to  start  the  statute 
in  bis  favor,  his  bona  fide  grantee  cannot  tack  the  thief s  possession 
or  any  part  of  it  to  fill  out  his  unexpired  time.  It  is  otherwise,  how- 
ever, if  the  statute  beg^  to  run  while  the  property  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  thief.  Then  the  purchaser  may  tack  to  his  unexpired  time 
the  lime  the  property  was  in  the  thief's  possession  after  the  statute 
began  to  run.*  Though  the  right  to  sue  for  the  conversion  of  stolen 
property  may  be  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations,  the  owner  may 
nevertheless  maintain  an  action  in  equity  on  the  theory  of  following 
trust  funds,  or  to  compel  an  accounting  for  the  value  of  the  stolen 
property  and  the  profits  made  therefrom  by  the  thief,*  Where  the 
rule  is  in  force  that  until  the  conviction  of  the  principal  offender 
no  action  can  be  maintained  for  the  recovery  of  the  property  or  its 
value,  if  an  action  of  trover  is  commenced  within  the  period  of  limita- 
tion, after  the  conclusion  of  the  public  prosecution  for  a  theft,  it 
will  not  be  barred  by  the  statute;  for  the  action  being  suspended  until 
that  time,  the  statute  of  limitations  cannot  begin  to  run  against  the 
action  until  the  disability  is  removed.' 

101.  Contract  for  Return  of  Property. — ^There  seems  to  be  a  wide 
concurrence  in  the  general  principle  that  contracts  for  the  return  of 
stolen  property  to  the  true  owner  are  not  void,  as  being  contrary  to 
public  policy,  so  long  as  they  do  not  interfere,  or  tend  to  interfera, 
with  the  public  interest  and  duty  respecting  the  apprehension  or 
conviction  of  the  criminal;  and  when  a  third  person  advances  money 
on  behalf  of  the  owner  to  pay  the  thief  for  the  return  of  the  prop- 
erty he  may  recover  the  sum  so  advanced.*  However,  an  agreement 
to  pay  the  thief  for  the  return  of  stolen  property  is  unenforceable  as 
being  without  consideration  to  support  it* 

4.  Notes:  29  L.R.A.(N.S.)  120;  19  7.  Hutchinson  v.  Merchants,  etc., 
Ann.  Caa.  752.  Bank,  41  Pa.  St.  42,  80  Am.  Dec.  596. 

5.  Shelby  v  Shaner,  28  Okla.  605,  8.  Sehirm  v.  Wieman,  103  Md.  541, 
115  Pac.  785,  34  LJl.A.(N.S.)  621  and  63  Atl.  1056, 115  A.  S.  B.  373,  7  Ann. 
note.  Cas.  1008,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  176. 

Notes:   29   L.R.A.(N.S.)   121;  19  9.  Morgan  v.  Hodges,  89  Mioh.  404, 

Ann.  Cas.  752.  50  N.  W.  876, 15  L.R.A.  438. 

6.  Lightfoot  V.  Davis,  198  N.  T.  261,  Note:  7  L.R.A.(N.8.)  176. 
91  N.  £.  682, 139  A.  S.  R.  817, 19  Ann. 

Cas.  747,  29  I*R.A.(N.S.)  119. 
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133.  In  General 

134.  Interest  of  Receiptor  in  Property  Receipted  for;  Permittiiig  Owner 

Custody  Thenoi 

135.  Nature      Receiptor's  liability  to  Redeliver 


136.  Nature  of  Bond 

137.  General  Effect  of  Forthcoming  Bond 

138.  Excuses  for  Failure  to  Comply  with  Terms  of 

139.  Estoppel  to  Question  L^ality  of  Levy 

140.  Contesting  Defendant's  Title  to  Property 

141.  Irregularities,  Misrecitals,  and  Defects  in  Bond 

142.  Persons  Liable  on  Bond 

143.  Rights  and  Liabilities  of  Sureties 

144.  Release  of  Surety 


1.  Preliminary  Remarks. — Viewed  broadly,  the  execution  of  a  fi. 
fa.  may  be  said  to  consist  properly  of  two  acts:  the  levy,  or  taking 
goods  or  property  into  the  possession  of  the  sheriff  for  sale ;  *  and 
the  sale  itself.'  An  attachment  is  the  taking  of  property  into  the 
legal  custody  of  an  officer  by  virtue  of  the  directions  contained  in 
a  writ  of  attachment'  It  is  thus  seen  that  in  both  forms  of  process, 
attachment  or  fi.  fa.,  the  levy,  seizure  or  taking  over  of  the  property 
is  an  important  and  necessary  part.  Since,  also,  the  principles  gov- 
erning the  making  of  a  levy  whether  in  execution  of  a  fi.  fa.  or  of 
a  writ  of  attachment,  are  very  similar  if  not  identical,  and  as  more- 
over the  same  kind  of  property  which  is  subject  to  a  seizure  or  exe- 
cution is  generally  also  subject  to  attachment,*  it  has  been  thought 
proper  and  advisable  to  treat  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  levy  to- 
gether in  one  article.  As  necessary  incidents  of  a  levy  the  return 
of  the  writ  and  the  general  custody  of  the  property  prior  to  sale  or 
judgment,  including  its  release  on  the  giving  of  a  receipt  or  forth- 
coming bond,  are  also  considered  herein,  although  ol^er  matters 
following  or  preceding  the  levy,  being  generally  more  or  less  depend- 
ent on  the  nature  of  the  writ  involved,  are  excluded.*  While  the 
property  which  a  creditor  may  seize  in  satisfaction  of  his  debts  is 
here  set  forth  in  a  general  way,  there  are  certain  forms  of  property 

1.  Taffts  V.  Hanlove,  14  Cal.  47,  73     4.  See  infra,  par.  3,  IS. 


2.  Farrar  T.  Wingate,  4  Rich.  L.  (S.  2,  p.  797;  £xs6uTn)K8|  vol  10,  p. 
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I.  In  General 


Am.  Dec  610. 


5.  See  generally,  Attaohiockt,  voL 


0.)  35,  53  Am.  Dec.  709. 

3.  Lowry  v.  Cady,  4  Vt.  504,  24  Am. 
Dec.  628.  See  Attachhbnt,  vol.  2, 
p.  800. 
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which  are  not  generally  or  readily  reachable  by  ordinary  legal  proo* 
ess  but  require  for  their  subjection  to  a  creditor's  claim  the  process 
of  garnishment  or  a  creditor's  bill  in  equity.  A  particular  considerap 
tion  of  the  forms  of  property  which  can  be  reached  by  garnishment 
or  creditor's  bill  is  given  in  connection  wiib  the  general  treatment 
of  those  subjects.'  Other  mattws  which  more  or  less  direcUy  relate 
to  the  subject  in  hand,  and  are  therefore  treated  elsewhere,  are  the 
Htatutoty  ezwBptions  of  property  from  seizure  on  mesne  or  final  proc- 
ess,^ matters  relating  to  homestead  exemptions;  ^  the  liability  of  part- 
nership property  for  the  debta  of  the  individual  members  of  the  part- 
nership; •  the  c^ect  of  wrongful  attachments  <h*  executions;  and 
the  right  of  sherifb  or  other  levying  officers  to  indemnity,  and  gener- 
ally their  lights  uid  liabilities  in  connection  with  the  execution  of  the 
writ." 

2.  Necessity  of  Levy. — It  secins  to  be  a  well  ^tablished  principle 
that  lawful  levy  and  seizure  are  essential  to  the  validity  of  an  execu- 
tion sale,  either  of  realty  or  of  personalty,'*  subsequent  proceed- 
ings, in  order  to  vest  the  title  in  the  purchaser  at  execution  sale,  having 
reference  to  the  time  of  the  levy  and  depending  on  the  state  of  the 
title  as  it  then  was.'*  In  many  cases,  however,  courts  will  refuse  to 
hear  evidence  offered  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  a  sale  by  showing 
the  want  of  a  levy,  because  such  evidence  directly  contradicts  the 
return  of  the  officer  who  executed  the  writ,  or  perhaps,  when  the 
return  is  ambiguous,  parol  evidence  may  be  received  to  show  the  exist- 
ence of  a  levy  and  the  property  included  therein.*'  Moreover,  if  a 
levy  is  made  on  goods  under  one  execution,  and  a  second  execution 
is  issued  to  the  same  officer,  the  levy  under  the  first  execution  is  suffi- 
cient for  both,  and  the  proceeds  of  a  sale  may  be  applied  to  the  second 
writ  after  the  first  is  satisfied,  the  mere  receipt  of  a  second  execution 
by  the  same  officer  operating  as  a  levy  of  the  property  already  in 
the  officer's  hands.''    In  such  cases,  it  has  been  said  that  there  is 

6.  See  Crsditobs'  Bills,  vol.  8,  p.  14.  Berry  v.  Grifllth,  2  Har.  &  0. 
6  et  seq.;  Garhishueht,  toL  12,  p.  (Md.)  337, 18  Am.  Dec.  309;  Newman 
778  et  seq.  v.  Hook,  37  Mo.  207,  90  Am.  Dec.  378; 

7.  See  Exemptions,  vol.  11,  p.  487.  Cupples  v.  Level,  54  Wash.  299,  103 

8.  See  Homestead,  vol.  13,  p.  535.  Pae.  430,  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  519. 

9.  See  Paktnership.  15.  Benson  v.  Smith,  42  Me.  414,  66 

10.  See  Attachment,  vol.  2,  p.  896.  Am.  Dec.  285;  Streafer  v.  Fisher,  1 

11.  See  ExBODTioirs,  vol.  10,  p.  1392  Rawle  (Pa.)  155,  18  Am.  Dec.  604. 
et  seq.  18.  Swan  v.  Parker,  7  Yeig.  (Tenn.) 

12.  See  Sheriffs.  490,  27  Am.  Dec.  522. 

13.  Ware  v.  Bradford,  2  Ala.  676,  36      Note:  33  Am.  Dec.  698. 

Am.  Dec.  427;  Waters  v.  Duvall,  11     17.  Leach  v.  Pine,  41  111.  65,  89  Am. 
Gill  &  J.  (Md.)  37,  33  Am.  Dec.  693  Dec.  375;  Cresaon  v.  Stout,  17  Johns, 
and  note;  EUiott  v.  Knott,  14  Md.  121,  (N.  Y.)  116,  8  Am.  Dec.  373  and  note. 
74  Am.  Dec.  619;  Hamblen  v.  Ham-     Note:  94  Am.  Dec.  183. 
blen,  33  Miss.  455,  69  Am.  Dee.  358. 
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no  magic  in  the  mere  indorsement  of  the  levy  on  the  subsequent 
executions,  although  in  strictness,  and  as  a  means  of  preserving  the 
evidence  of  it,  the  sheriff  ought  to  make  it;  having  regard  to  the 
substance  rather  than  the  form.  However,  courts  will  presume  that 
what  ought  to  have  been  done  has  been  done,  and  so  a  failure  of 
entry  of  each  levy,  where  a  sheriff  holds  several  executions,  will  not 
invalidate  a  sale."  There  is  also  a  line  of  authorities,  holding  lliat 
the  levy  of  an  execution  has  no  further  effect  ^ian  to  fix  the  date 
of  the  commencement  of  Uie  sheriff's  title  as  against  all  persons  who 
are  not  parlies  to  the  writ,  and  that,  therefore,  the  validity  of  the 
title  of  a  purchaser  at  a  sheriff's  sale  is  unaffected  by  the  failure  of 
tlie  ofiicer  to  make  a  levy  as  prescribed  by  statute,-  lus  power  to  sell 
coming  from  the  judgment  and  execution,  and  not  being  measured 
by  his  proceedings  under  the  writ;  and  according  to  this  rule  if 
property  is  held  under  an  attachment  to  satisfy  a  judgment,  no  levy 
of  execution  beyond  giving  notice  of  sale  is  necessary.***  Other  courts 
hold  that  a  levy  on  land  is  unnecessary  when  the  judgment  is  a  lien 
thereon,  and  hence,  where  land  is  sold  under  execution,  it  is  only  essen- 
tial that  the  requirements  of  the  law  be  observed,  and  that  it  be  fully 
made  known  what  property,  describing  it  with  sufficient  certainty, 
is  exposed  to  sale,  and  what  the  bidder  who  may  purchase  acquires.^ 
It  is  also  very  generally  held  that  a  defendant  in  execution  may  waive 
a  levy  on  the  property  and  an  advertisement  of  it  by  the  sheriff,  and 
such  waiver  will  estop  him  from  objecting  to  the  sale,  and  from  set- 
ting it  aside  after  it  has  been  made.*  In  attachment  cases  a  levy 
on  the  debtor's  property  is  the  one  essential  requisite  to  jurisdiction. 
Without  it  the  court  can  proceed  no  further;  with  it  the  court  can 
proceed  to  subject  the  property  to  the  demand  of  the  plaintiff.' 


3.  In  General — It  is  a  general  principle  that  all  goods  and  chattels, 
of  whatever  deemption,  if  the  property  of  the  debtor,  may  be  taken 

18.  Maddox  v.  Sullivan,  2  Rich.  Eq.  Warehouse  Ass'n,  122  Cal.  468,  55 


19.  Conroy  v.  Woods,  13  Cal.  626,  1.  Folsom  v.  Carli,  5  Minn,  333,  80 
73  Am.  Dec.  605;  Hunt  v.  Loucka,  38  Am.  Dee.  429;  Parrior  v.  Houston,  100 
Cal.  372,  99  Am.  Dee.  404;  Blood  v.  N.  C.  369,  6  S.  E.  72,  6  A.  S.  R.  597. 
Light,  38  Cal.  649,  99  Am.  Dec.  441  2.  Greer  v.  Vviotersmith,  85  Ky.  516, 
and  note;  Slattery  v.  Jonee,  96  Mo.  4  S.  W.  232,  7  A.  S.  R.  613;  Trovillo 
216,  8  S.  W.  554,  9  A.  S.  R.  344;  Den  v.  Tilford,  6  Watts  (Pa.)  468,  31  Am. 
V.  Durham,  29  N.  C.  151,  45  Am.  Dec.  Dec.  484. 

512.  3.  Cooper  v.  Reynolds,  10  Wall.  308, 

Note:  33  Am.  Dec.  697,  698.  19  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  931;  Rice  v.  Barnard^ 

20.  McFall  V.  Buckeye  Grangers'  20  Vt  479,  60  Am.  Dec.  64. 


II.  Leviable  Peoperty 


Personalty 


(S.  C.)  4,  44  Am.  Dee.  234. 


Pac.  253,  68  A.  S.  R.  47. 
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in  execution.*  In  fact  at  common  law,  frc»n  which  was  derived  the 
writ  of  fieri  facias,  so  little  mercy  was  extended  to  the  debtor  that 
even  his  wearing  apparel  might  be  taken,  provided  that  in  doing  ao 
the  sheriff  was  not  obliged  to  strip  it  from  his  back.*  In  a  spirit  of 
greater  tenderness  to  the  debtor,  however,  most  jurisdictioDS  have,  by 
express  statutory  enactment,  rendered  exempt  from  seizure  and  sale 
on  execution  c^tain  kinds  or  species  of  property,'  and  a  sfieriff  or  other 
officer  has  no  right  to  take  from  a  debtor,  by  virtue  of  process  against 
him,  such  of  his  property  as  is  ihm  by  law  exempted  from  execution.' 
In  most  jurisdictions  the  power  to  attach  on  mesne  process  does  not 
exist  at  common  law,  but  is  given  by  statute,*  and  where  the  right  of 
attachment  prevails,  it  is  very  generally  provided  that  whatever  may 
be  seized  and  sold  on  execution  may  be  attached,*  and  tai  attachment 
can  be  levied  only  on  such  property  as  is  the  subject  of  levy  and  sale 
under  execution.*'  Accordingly,  property  which  is  exempt  from  levy 
under  execution  is  likewise  exempt  from  attachment,  though  the  statu- 
tory exemption,  in  terms,  is  confined  to  executions,  for,  as  the  object 
of  an  attachment  is  to  take  property  to  be  sold  on  execution  in  satis- 
faction of  the  judgment  which  may  be  recovered,  chattels  which 
cannot  lawfully  be  seized  and  sold  on  execution  cannot  lawfully  be 

4.  Turner  t.  Fendall,  1  Cranch  117,     6.  See  Ezshptiohs,  tdL       p.  487 

2  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  53;  BickerstafT  v.  et  seq. 

Doub,  19  Cal.  109,  79  Am.  Dec.  204;  7.  KifE  v.  Old  Colony,  etc.,  R.  Co., 
Matteupci  v.  Whelan,  123  Cal.  312,  55  117  Mass.  591,  19  Am.  Rep.  429;  Peo- 
Pac.  990,  69  A.  S.  R.  60;  Huebler  v.  pie  v.  Clemente,  68  Mich.  656,  36  N. 
Smith,  62  Conn.  186,  25  Atl.  658,  36  W.  792,  13  A.  S.  R.  373. 
A.  S.  R.  337;  Hanna  v.  Bry,  5  La.  8.  See  Attachmbnt,  vol.  2,  p.  801. 
Ann.  651,  52  Am.  Dec.  606;  Foster  9.  McCreery  v.  Berney  Nat.  Baufc, 
V.  Wiley,  27  Mich.  244,  15  Am.  Rep.  116  Ala.  224,  22  So.  577,  67  A.  S.  R. 
185;  Vanderiiorst  v.  Bacon,  38  Mich.  105;  Bolander  t.  Gentry,  36  Oal.  105, 
669,  31  Am.  Rep.  328;  Minor  v.  95  Am.  Dec.  162;  Morey  v.  Hoyt,  62 
Natchez,  4  Smcdes  &  M.  (Miss.)  602,  Conn.  542,  26  Atl.  127,  19  L.R.A.  611; 
43  Am.  Dec.  488;  Hoover  v.  Jones,  Norton  v.  Hixon,  25  111.  439,  79  Am. 
84  Neb.  662,  121  N.  W.  975,  133  A.  S.  Dec.  338;  Southern  Bank  v.  Wood,  14 
R.  647,  18  Ann.  Cas.  1126;  Rogers  v.  La.  Ann.  554,  74  Am.  Dec.  446;  Mount 
Elliott,  59  N.  H.  201,  47  Am.  Jlep.  v.  Harria,  1  Smedes  &  M.  (Miaa.)  185, 
192;  ^Andrews  v.  Durant,  11  N.  Y.  35,  40  Am.  Dec  89;  Spencer  v.  Blaisdell, 
62  Am.  Dec.  55;  Mebane  v.  Mebane,  4  N.  H.  198, 17  Am.  Dec.  412;  Rogers 
39  N.  C.  131,  44  Am.  Dec.  102;  Mao-  v.  Elliott,  59  N.  H.  201,  47  Am.  Rep. 
Laren  v.  Kramar,  26  N.  D.  244,  144  192;  Harris  v.  Dangherty,  74  Tex.  1, 
N.  W.  85,  50  L.R.A.(N.S.)  714;  Hop-  11  S.  W.  921,  15  A.  S.  R.  812;  Phil- 
kina  v.  Forsyth,  14  Pa.  St.  34,  53  Am.  Hps  v.  Eggert,  133  Wis.  318,  113  N. 
Dec.  513;  Mason  v.  Vance,  1  Sneed  W.  686,  126  A.  S.  R.  963. 
(Tenn.)  178,  60  Am.  Dec.  144;  Ander-  10.  Roby  v.  Labuzan,  21  Ala.  60, 
son  V.  Land,  5  Waah.  493,  32  Pac.  107,  56  Am.  Dec.  237;  Goode  v.  Longmire, 
34  A.  S.  R.  875;  Grace  v.  MitcheU,  31  35  Ala.  6G8,  76  Am.  Dec.  309;  Jen- 
Wis.  533,  11  Am.  Rep.  613.  nings  v.  McIIroy,  42  Ark.  236,  48  Am. 

B.  Hanna  v.  Bry,  5  La.  Ann,  651,  Rep.  61;  Myers  v.  Mott,  29  Cal.  359, 
62  Am.  Dec.  606.    See  infra,  par.  6.  89  Am.  Deo.  49. 
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attached.'^  The  question  of  the  liability  of  property  to  state  attadi- 
ment  raised  in  a  suit  in  another  state  is  to  be  decided  by  the  effect 
given  to  the  attachment  by  the  laws  of  tiie  state  where  the  attachment 
was  issued.*'  Goods  contained  in  boxes  securely  fastened,  so  that 
their  character  is  entirely  concealed,  when  deposited  with  a  third 
person  are  not  liable  to  attachment  by  ordinary  process,  but  may  be 
reached  by  process  against  the  d^>08itary  as  trustee,*'  Where  prop- 
erty acquired  in  fraud  of  creditors  is  exchanged  for  other  property, 
the  latter,  if  tangible  and  susc^ldble  of  idrax^cation,  may  be  seized 
by  the  creditors.'* 

4.  Honey;  Bank  Bills;  Safety  Deposit  Boxes. — ^In  some  of  the  cases, 
eepecially  the  earlier  ones,  it  has  been  a  vexed  question  whether  money 
can  be  taken  on  attachment  or  execution.  The  current  of  early  Eng- 
lish cases  is  against  the  position  that  it  can  be  so  taken,  for  the  quaint 
reasons  that  it  cannot  be  identified  and  cannot  be  sold.'*  To  these 
leaaooBf  however,  the  American  cases  attach  very  little  weight,  hold- 
ing that  mon^  may  be  identified  as  well  as  other  property,  ^ough 
not  always  with  equal  facility,  while,  as  respects  a  asle  of  money, 
there  is  no  reason  therefor,  since  money  only  will  satisfy  an  execu- 
tion,  and  if  anything  else  be  taken,  it  must  be  turned  into  money, 
and  the  fact  that  the  means  of  converting  a  thing  into  money  need 
not  be  used  can  be  no  adequate  reason  for  refusing  to  take  the  very 
article,  to  produce  which  is  the  sole  object  of  the  execution.*'  The 
general  rule  therefore  is  that  money  may  be  taken  and  levied  on,  if 
found  in  tile  possession  of  the  defendant,  and  the  officer  can  levy 
on  the  same  without  a  violation  of  the  personal  security  of  the  debtor.'^ 
In  some  jurisdictions  statutes  expressly  give  ihe  sheriff  power  to  seize 
and  take  money  in  execution,*'  although  in  some  cases  he  can  do  so 
only  when  he  can  Hnd  no  other  real  or  personal  estate  of  the  defend- 
ant.^'  The  fact  that  the  money  which  is  collected  for  the  plaintiff 
is  bank  bills  doee  not  affect  the  question.  Bank  bills  pass  and  are 
received  as  money,  though  there  might  sometimes  be  a  greater  incon- 

11.  Goodwin  t.  Claytor,  137  N.  C.  16  Pick.  (Maaa.)  587,  28  Am.  Deo. 
224,  49  S.  E.  173,  107  A.  S.  R.  479,  266;  Dolby  v.  MulUns,  3  Humph. 
67  L.R.A.  209;  Kilburn  v.  Demming,  (Tenn.)  437,  39  Am.  Dec.  180.  , 

2  Vt.  404,  21  Am.  Deo.  543.  17.  Green  v.  Palmer,  15  Cal.  411, 

12.  Green  v.  Van  Bnakirk,  5  WaU.  76  Am.  Dec.  492;  In  re  Nerac,  35  Cal. 
307,  18  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  599.  See  Con-  392,  95  Am.  Dec.  Ill;  Spencer  v. 
FLiCT  or  Laws,  vol.  5,  p.  903.  Blaisdell,  4  N.  H.  198,  17  Am.  Dec. 

13.  Hooper  v.  Day,  19  Me.  56,  36  412;  Prentiss  v.  BUbb,  4  Vt  513,  24 
Am.  Dec.  734,  Am.  Dec.  631.    See  next  stueeedii^ 

14.  Abney  v.  Kingsland,  10  Ala.  365,  paragraph. 

44  Am.  Dec.  491.  18.  RosseU  t.  LawtoD,  14  Wis.  202, 

15.  Prentiss  v.  Bliaa,  4  Vt.  513,  24  80  Am.  Dec.  769. 

Am.  Dec.  631.  19.  Rndy  v.  Com.,  36  Pa.  St  166, 

16.  Turner  v.  Fendall,  1  Cnmch  117,  78  Am.  Dec  330. 
2  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  53:  Sheldon  v.  Root, 
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venience  in  subjecting  bills  to  the  process  of  attachment  or  ezeculioD 
than  s{>ecie,  as  they  are  not  always  true  representatives  of  the  latter 
at  their  nominal  value.**  Treasury  notes  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
possession  of  a  defendant,  are  of  course  likewise  subject  to  execution 
or  attachment.^  Money,  deposited  in  a  bank,  has,  however,  been 
held  not  subject  to  levy  under  execution,*  especially  where  certificates 
of  deposit  have  been  issued  therefor,  since  thereby  the  bank  becomes 
liable,  not  to  refund  the  specific  money  deposited,  but  to  pay  its 
amount  to  the  holder  of  the  certificates  on  their  presentation.*  On 
the  other  hand,  it  seems  that  a  sheriff  charged  with  the  service  of  a 
writ  of  attachment  or  an  execution  has  authority  to  attach  or  to  levy 
on  a  sealed  parcel  or  a  safety  deposit  box,  and  contents  belonging  to 
the  defendant,  if  he  is  able  to  find  the  same  within  his  precinct* 

5.  Property  in  Use  or  Possession  of  Debtor. — It  is  stated  in  Coke's 
Institutes  that  a  horse,  when  a  man  or  woman  is  riding  on  him,  or 
an  ax  in  a  man's  hand  cutting  wood,  are  for  that  time  privileged, 
and  cannot  be  distrained.  By  analogy  to  this  doctrine  it  has  some- 
times been  attempted  to  lay  down  the  broad  general  rule  that  what- 
ever is  in  a  person's  actual  manual  possession  and  use  cannot  bch 
levied  on  or  seized  under  process.*  It  is  very  clear,  however,  that  the 
passage  from  Coke  just  referred  to  does  not  justify  such  a  sweeping 
generalization  for  it  is  confined  to  distress  fpr  rent  or  of  beasts  dam- 
age feasant,  and,  moreov^,  a  careful  review  of  the  decided  cases  soon 
ddsclosee.that  many  things  can  be  taken  on  execution,  which  cannot, 
under  like  circumstances,  be  distrained.  For  example,  despite  the 
rule  of  the  Engli^  law  of  distress  it  has  been  held  that  an  execution 
can  be  levied  on  a  horse  being  ridden  at  the  time  by  the  owner,*  and 
it  has  been  intimated  that  a  stage  coach  is  liable  to  attachment  even 
though  in  actual  use  at  the  time.'  An  obvious  distinction  between 
the  cases,  which  has  been  said  to  furnish  the  reason  for  the  difference, 
is,  that  making  distress  is  the  act  of  the  party  himself,  to  whom  the 
law  intrusts  to  some  extent  the  power  of  self-redress,  whereas  a  seizure 
on  execution  is  the  act  of  an  indifferent  minister  of  the  law,  not  prob- 
ably diq>osed  to  make  an  unnecessary  seizure,  or  to  make  it  at  an 

20.  Spencer  v.  Blaisdell,  4  N.  H.  70  Am.  Dec.  655. 

198,  17  Am.  Dec.  412;  Princeton  Bank  4.  Tillinghast  v,  Johnson,  34  R.  I. 

V.  .Crozer,  22  N.  J.  L.  383,  53  Am.  136,  82  Atl.  788,  Ann.  Gas.  1914A 

Dec.  254;  Prentiss  v.  Bliss,  4  Vt  513,  960  and  note,  41  L.R.A.(N.S.)  764. 

24  Am.  Dec.  631.  6.  Mack  v.  Parks,  8  Qray  (Mass.) 

Note:  52  Am.  Dee.  452.  617,  69  Am.  Dec.  267. 

1.  State  V.  LavBon,  7  Ark.  391,  46  Note:  38  Am.  Dec.  709,  710. 

Am.  Dec.  293.  6.  State  v.  Dilliard,  25  N.  C.  103, 

2.  De  Ruiter  v.  De  Ruiter,  28  Ind.  38  Am.  Dec.  708.   See  L&ndlobd  anc 
App,  9,  62  N.  E.  100,  91  A.  S.  R.  Tenant,  vol.  16,  pp.  1010-1011. 
107.  7.  Potter  v.  HaU,  3  Pick.  (Mass.) 

3.  McMuIlan  v.  Richards,  9  Cal.  365,  368,  15  Am.  Dec.  226. 
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unseasonable  period.^  At  tiie  same  time  it  is  unquestionably  true 
that  a  man's  clothes  cannot  be  taken  off  his  back  in  execution  of  a 
fieri  facias,'  nor  is  money  or  property  in  a  man's  pockets  liable  to 
seizure  under  attacbmenf*  So  in  general  it  may  be  stated  that  an 
officer  has  no  right  to  attach  articles  worn  on  the  person  of  the  debtor 
as  part  of  his  dress  or  apparel  at  the  time  the  attachment  is  made. 
For  instance  a  watch  which  a  debtor  is  wearing  on  his  person  is  not 
liable  to  attachment,  and  an  officer  who,  on  its  being  hcmded  to  him 
to  look  at,  severs  it  from  the  owner's  person  by  forcibly  breaking 
the  silk  guard  to  which  it  is  attadied,  and  whidb  passes  around  his 
neck,  is  a  trespasser  ab  initio,  and  liable  for  the  value  of  the  watch." 
The  mfiin  ground  on  which  this  and  similar  holdings  rest  is  that  it 
would  tend  directly  to  a  breach  of  the  peace  if  articles  liius  situated 
were  allowed  to  be  taken  from  the  hands  of  a  debtor.^'  One  cannot, 
however,  claim  ^emption  from  seizure  under  execution  of  coin  con- 
tained in  a  bag  and  held  in  his  hand,  even  though  he  might  so  claim 
as  to  money  on  his  person.  Thus  situated,  the  coin  is  like  a  horse 
held  by  its  bridle,  subject  to  seizure  under  execution  against  its 
owner.*' 

*  6.  Intoxicating  Liquors. — The  authorities  on  the  question  of  the 
right  of  a  creditor  to  have  an  attachment  or  execution  levied  on  intoxi- 
cating liquors  in  the  possession  of  his  debtor  are  not  harmonious. 
This  lack  of  harmony  i»  based  on  a  difference  of  opinion  among  the 
various  courts  as  to  whether  statutes  regulating  and  restricting  the 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  are  applicable  to  a  judicial  sale,  such  a 
sale  being  necessary  to  make  the  execution  of  a  final  judgment  in 
an  attachment  suit  or  the  levy  of  an  ordinary  execution  of  any  avail. 
In  a  number  of  jurisdictions  the  right  to  levy  legal  process  on  intoxi- 
cating liquors  for  the  debts  of  the  owner  has  been  denied  on  the 
ground  that,  as  the  sale  thereof  is  prohibited,  except  by  those  duly 
licensed,  an  officer  of  the  law,  not  coming  within  such  exertion,  can- 
not make  his  seizure  effectual  by  judicial  sale.**  And,  for  the  same 
reason,  the  right  to  attach  such  liquors  for  the  own^'s  debts  has  been 
denied  under  a  law  declaring  all  liquors  contraband,  unless  sold  by 
a  state  dispensary,  notwitiistanding  the  liquor  is  seized  in  the  orig- 
inal packages.**^   On  the  contrary,  other  jurisdictions  take  the  view 

8.  State  V.  Dilliard,  25  N.  C.  102,  13.  Green  v.  Palmer,  16  Cal.  411, 
38  Am.  Dee.  708.  76  Am.  Dec.  492. 

9.  Mack  V.  Parks,  8  Gray  (Mass.)  14.  Hines  v.  Stahl,  79  Kan.  88,  99 
517,  69  Am.  Dec.  267.  Pac.  273,  131  A.  S.  B.  280,  17  Ann. 

10.  Green  v.  Palmer,  15  Cal.  411,  Cas.  298  and  note,  20  L.B.A.(N.S.) 
76  Am.  Dec.  492;  Commercial  Exeh.  1118  and  note;  Kiff  v.  Old  Colony, 
Bank  v.  McLeod,  65  la.  665,  19  N.  W.  etc.,  Co.,  117  Mass.  591,  19  Am.  Rep. 
329.  22  N.  W.  919,  54  Am.  Rep.  36.  429. 

11.  Mack  V.  Parks,  8  Gray  (Mass.)  15.  Lanahan  v.  Bailey,  53  S.  C.  489, 
517,  69  Am.  Dec.  267.  31  S.  E.  332,  69  A.  S.  B.  884,  42 

12.  Note:  38  Am.  Dec.  709.  L.R.A.  297. 
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that  an  exception  should  be  read  into  statutes  affecting  the  sale  ol 
intoxicating  liquors  so  as  to  jexelude  from  their  operation  as  not  com- 
ing within  the  spirit  of  the  law  sales  made  in  the  execution  of  legal 
process,  and  that,  therefcnre,  intoxicating  liquors  are  subject  to  ^e 
levy  of  an  execution  or  an  attachment'*  Beer  in  a  state  of  inter- 
mediate fermentation  has  been  held  not  subject  to  levy  under  judicial 
process  on  the  ground  that  property  thai  has  not  a  salable  quality 
is  not  subject  to  seizure  under  judicial  process.'' 

7.  Seats  in  Stock  Exchange;  Personal  Privil^^ — The  nature  of 
a  seat  in  an  exchange  as  proper!^  which  may  be  subjected  to  the  debta 
of  the  owner  and  the  methods  by  which  creditors  may  reach  it  are 
treated  in  another  place. It  may  also  be  observed  that  there  are 
many  privileges  which  a  man  may  possess  that  are  valuable  to  him, 
which  do  not  fall  within  the  definition  of  property,  and  which  may 
be  enjoyed,  but  cannot  be  subjected  to  the  payment  of  debts.  Thus, 
it  has  been  said,  a  liquor  dealer,  a  peddler  or  an  auctioneer  may  be 
licensed  to  carry  on  his  vocation  within  a  certain  district,  for  which 
he  may  pay  a  stipulated  sum  of  money,  but  although  the  profits  aris- 
ing from  the  privilege  of  exercising  the  right  may  be  very  great  yet 
such  a  privilege  is  not  liable  to  be  seized  and  sold  in  satisfaction  of 
debts.  Similarly  the  attorney  and  the  physician  are  licensed  to  prac- 
tice their  professions,  and  it  costs  money  to  obtain  such  a  privilege, 
but  although  it  may  be,  and  is,  a  valuable  right,  yet  such  a  right  can- 
not be  taken  and  sold  in  satisfaction  of  a  debt''  It  has  likewise  been 
held  that  a  perpetual  scholarship  in  a  college,  granted  in  considera- 
tion of  a  donation  thereto,  entitling  the  donor  to  keep  one  pupil  in 
the  college  free  of  charge,  is  not  such  property  as  can  be  taken  and 
sold  for  debt.**  On  the  other  hand,  it  seems  that  a  pew  in  a  church 
may  be  levied  on  or  attached  on  mesne  process.^  . 

8.  Patents  and  Copyrights;  Unpublished  Manuscripts. — A  patent 
right  is  not  tangible  property,  but  is  an  incorporeal  thing,  sub- 
sisting in  grant  from  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  so 
is  not  g^erally  deemed  to  be  the  subject  of  seizure  and  sale  by 
exeeution.'  Nor  for  the  same  reason  is  a  copyright  leviable.*  Such 
rights  are,  however,  subjected  to  some  of  the  legal  incidents  of  own- 
ership of  tangible  property,  such  as  succession  and  transfer,  and 

16.  Nntt  V.  Wheeler,  30  Vt.  436,  73  47  Am.  Rep.  437. 

Am.  Dec  316.  20.  Cleveland  Nat.  Bank  v.  Morrow, 

Notes:  20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1119;  17  99  Tenn.  527,  42  S.  W.  200,  63  A.  S. 

Ann.  Cas.  300.  B.  853,  38  Ii.R.A.  758. 

17.  Notet  20  L.R.A,(N.S.)  1119.  1.  See  infra,  par.  48. 

18.  Hftbeideht  v.  Lissak.  78  Cal.  351,  2.  Ager  v.  Murray,  105  U.  S.  126, 
20  Pac.  874,  12  A.  S.  R.  63,  5  L.R.A  26  U.  S.  (U  ed.)  942;  Paelfie  Bank  v. 
713.  See  Exohanqes,  vol.  10,  pp.  Robinson,  57  Cal.  520,  40  Am.  Rep. 
1206-1210.  120  and  note.   See  also  Patents. 

19.  Barclay  v.  Smith,  107  III  349,  8.  See  Coptbioht,  voL  6,  p.  1112. 
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as  it  is  within  the  general  jurisdiction  of  a  court  of  chancery  to 
asedst  a  judgment  creditor  to  reach  and  apply  to  the  payment  of 
his  debt  any  property  of  the  judgment  debtor,  which  by  reason  of  its 
nature  only,  and  not  by  reason  of  any  positive  rule  exempting  it  from 
liability  for  debt,  cannot  be  taken  on  execution  at  law,  it  has  been 
held  that  the  right  of  an  inventor  in  his  patent  may  be  reached  and 
sold  on  proceedings  supplementary  to  execution,^  and  it  seems  a  copy- 
right can  be  reached  by  a  creditor's  bill  in  chancery,  although  in 
such  a  case,  the  court  would  probably  have  to  decree  a  transfer  in 
the  mode  pointed  out  in  the  Acts  of  Congress  dealing  therewith.* 
But  although  the  incorporeal  right,  secured  by  statute  to  an  author, 
to  multiply  copies  of  a  map  by  the  use  of  a  plate  engraving  being 
intangible,  and  resting  altogether  in  grant,  is  not  the  subject  of  seizure 
or  sale  at  common  law,  it  appears  that  the  copper-piate  engraving 
itself,  like  any  other  tangible  personal  property,  is  subject  to  levy 
and  sale  on  execution.'  On  the  ground  that  ttie  law  cannot  compel 
a  man  to  publish  what  he  does  not  choose  to  publish,  it  has  been 
held  that  tlie  right  in  unpublished  manuscripts  is  neither  goods  nor 
chattels  subject  to  execution.' 

9.  Abstract  Books;  Books  of  Account. — On  the  ground  that  a  set  of 
manuscript  abstract  books  is  but  the  unpublished  manuscript  of  an 
author,  viduable  only  on  account  of  its  literary  contents,  it  has  been 
held  that  it  belongs  to  the  class  of  unleviable  properly,  such  as  a 
patent  right  or  a  copyright,  which  are  considered  as  incorporeal  or 
intangible  rights.  To  otiier  courts,  however,  such  books  are  not  so 
intangible  or  incorporeal,  having  a  particular  location  and  being 
capable  of  seizmre  and  delivery,  that  they  cannot  be  the  subject  of  levy 
or  of  sale,  especially  where  Uiere  is  a  statute  declaring  that  all  prop- 
erty, real  and  personal,  of  the  judgment  debtor  not  exempt  by  law 
shall  be  liable  to  execution.^  So  it  has  been  h^d  that  books  and 
maps  containing  a  record  of  the  land  titles  in  a  certain  county,  which 
have  been  mortgaged  to  secure  a  loan,  may  be  sold  in  case  of  default 
in  payment,  although  the  abstract  and  indices  were  prepared  by  the 
mortgagor,  and  have  no  value  unconnected  with  the  right  to  .use 
them.*  Books  of  account  and  trial  balances  have  been  said  not  to 
be  property  of  so  tangible  a  character  that  they  can  be  made  sub- 
ject to  levy,  and  assuredly  the  credits  shown  by  such  books  and  trial 

4.  Pacific  Bank  v.  Robinson,  57  Cal.  14  U.  S.  (I*  ed.)  528. 

520,  40   Am.   Rep.  120.     See  also  7.  Dart  v.  Woodhouse,  40  Mich.  399, 

Patents.    And  as  to  supplementary  29  Am.  Rep.  544. 

proceedings  in  general,  see  Exbcc-  8.  See  Abstract  op  Titlb,  vol.  1, 

TICKS,  vol.  10,  p.  1373  et  seq.  p.  90.  " 

5.  Stephens  v.  Cady,  14  How.  628,  9.  Washington  Bank  v.  Fidelity  Ab- 
14  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  528.  See  also  Ch«d-  straet,  etc.,  Co.,  15  Wash.  487,  46  Pac. 
JTORS'  Bills,  vol.  8,  p.  14.  1036,  55  A.  S.  R.  902,  37  L.U.A.  115. 

6.  Stephens  v.  Cady,  14  How.  528, 
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balances  cannot  be  made  subject  to  levy  under  attachment  by  eeizun 
of  die  books  and  papers,  since  tiiese  aie  not  so  intimately  connected 
with  the  demands  charged  therein  that  their  seizure  is  equivalent 
to  the  seizure  of  such  demands.'"  It  has  been  said,  however,  that  a 
levy  of  attachment  on  a  defendant's  books  of  account  is  a  levy  on 
the  materials  of  which  they  are  composed,  although  not  on  the  credits 
or  accounts  therein  set  forth.^* 

10.  Growths  or  Crops  Subject  to  ExecHtion. — ^At  common  law  those 
products  of  the  earth  which  are  annual,  and  are  raised  by  yearly 
manurance  and  labor,  and  essentially  owe  their  annual  existence  to 
cultivation  by  man,  termed  "emblements,"  and  sometimes  "fructus 
iudustriales,"  are,  even  while  still  annexed  to  the  soil,  treated  as  chat- 
tels, with  the  usual  inddents  thereof  as  to  seizure  on  attachment  dur- 
ing the  owner's  life,  and  transmission  after  his  death.  This  class 
includes  com,  wheat,  rye,  and  other  grains,  potatoes,  garden  vegetables, 
and  the  like.*'  On  the  other  hand,  those  products  which  are  in  their 
nature  the  natural  or  spontaneous  growth  of  the  land,  as  blackberries, 
or  other  produce  of  perennial  bushes,  and  grasses  growing  from  peren- 
nial roots,  and  called,  by  way  of -contradistinction,  "fructus  naturales," 
are  while  nnaevered  from  the  soil  considered  as  pertaining  to  the 
realty,  and  as  sudi  are  not  subject  to  attachment  or  levy  on  execu- 
tion.** A  possible  exception  to  this  classification  is  the  case  of  hops 
on  the  vinee,  which  have  been  held  to  be  personal  chattels  and  sub- 
ject to  levy  and  sale  as  such.  The  ground  on  which  this  seems  to 
be  held  is  that  although  the  roots  of  hops  are  perennial,  the  vines 
die  yearly,  and  the  crop  from  the  new  vines  is  wholly  or  mainly 
dependent  on  annual  cultivation.'*  Aa  respects  the  fruits  of  trees, 
the  common  law  rule  is  that  they  are  fructus  naturales,  incidents 
to  the  land  in  which  they  are  nourished,  and  so  not  subject  to  levy 

10.  Rosenthal  T.  Diokennan,  98  Bfich.  16  Pa.  St.  175,  55  Am.  Dec.  490; 
208,  57  N.  W.  U2,  39  A.  S.  R.  535,  Pattison's  Appeal,  61  Pa.  St  294,  100 

22  L.R.A.  693.                          .  Am.  Dec.  637. 

11.  Qoodbar  v.  Lindsley,  51  Ark.  Notes:  65  Am.  Dec  162;  23  L.B.A. 
380, 11  S.  W.  577,  14  A.  S.  R.  54.  258  et  seq. 

12.  Polley  V.  Johnson,  52  Kan.  478,  See  also  Crops,  vol.  8,  p.  357. 

35  Pac.  8,  23  L.R.A.  258  and  note;  13.  Sparrow  v.  Pond,  49  Minn.  412, 

Thompson  v.  Craigmyle,  4  B.  Mon.  62  N.  W.  36,  32  A.  S.  R.  671, 16  L.E.A. 

(Ky.)  391,  41  Am.  Dec.  240;  Coombs  103  and  note;  Norria  v.  Watson,  22 

V.  Jordan,  3  Bland.  (Md.)  284,  22  Am.  N.  H.  364,' 56  Am.  Dec.  160;  Rc^ts 

Dec.  236;  Heard  v.  Fairbanks,  5  Mete.  v.  Elliott,  59  N.  H.  201,  47  Am.  Rep. 

(Mass.)  Ill,  38  Am.  Dec.  394;  Pen-  192. 

hallow  V.  Dwight,  7  Mass.  34,  5  Am.  14.  Coombs  v.  Jordan,   3  Bland 

Dec.  21;  Sims  v.  Jones,  54  Neb.  769,  (Md.)  284,  22  Am.  Dec.  236;  Sparrow 

75  N.  W.  150,  69  A.  S.  R.  749;  Whip-  v.  Pond,  49  Minn.  412,  52  N.  W.  36, 

pie  V.  Foot,  2  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  418,  3  32  A.  S.  B.  671, 16  L.R.A.  103. 
Am.  Dec.  442;  Smith  v.  Tritt,  18  N.  C. 
241^  26  Am.  Dee.  565:  Bear  v.  Bitser, 
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on  execution  or  attachment,  even  though  growing  on  cultivated  trees.'* 
On  the  ground,  howevw,  that  the  true  test  in  determining  whether  a 

crop  is  subject  to  execution  is  not  whether  it  is  produced  by  perennial 
roots  but  whether  it  is  produced  chiefly  by  the  manurance  and  indus- 
try of  the  omiet,  it  has  been  held  that  a  growing  crop  of  peaches 
or  other  fruit  requiring  periodical  cultivation  is  fructos  industriales 
and  personal  property,  and  may  be  taken  in  execution  as  such.'*  01 
course,  as  soon  as  fruit,  grass  or  any  other  natural  product  of  the  soil 
is  severed  therefrom  it  becomes  personalty  and  is  then  subject  to  seiz- 
ure and  sale  as  such.''  As  a  general  rule  a  growing  crop  is  subject 
to  levy  on  execution  no  matter  how  immature  its  state  and,  regardless 
of  the  amount  of  labor  required  for  its  cultivation  to  maturity.'*  In 
many  jurisdictions,  however,  it  is  provided  that  while  immature  grow- 
ing crops  may  be  levied  on,  their  sale  is  prohibited  until  they  are 
ripe  and  fit  to  be  harvested."  But  if  a  sale  is  permitted  prior  to 
their  ripening  they  are  regarded  as  being  in  custodia  legis  until  they 
ripen,  after  which,  a  reasonable  time  will  be  allowed  for  their  re- 
moval.'** In  some  jurisdictions  statutes  exist  denying  the  right  of  a 
creditor  to  levy  on  a  standing  crop  until  after  such  crop  is  mature.' 

11.  Fixtures. — It  is  very  generally  held  that  fixtures  which  a  ten- 
ant has  the  right  to  remove  may  be  levied  on  under  an  attachment 
or  on  execution  as  personal  property.*  Thus,  where  the  owner  of  real 
property  agreed  with  his  tenant  that  the  latter  should  retain  the  own- 
ership of  vault  doors  and  an  iron  partition  with  the  privilege  of  re- 
moval, they  were  held  to  be  subject  to  levy  and  sale  on  execution  . 
against  the  tenant.*  So  a  house  or  other  building  which  the  owner 
of  land  agrees  shall  belong  to  another  is  subject  to  attachment  or  exe- 
cution against  the  latter.*   But  a  creditor  by  the  levy  of  an  execution 

IB.  Sparrow  v.  Pond,  49  Minn.  412,  (Mass.)  Ill,  38  Am.  Dec.  394;  Spar- 

52  N.  W.  36,  32  A.  S.  R.  571,  16  row  v.  Pond,  49  Minn.  412,  52  N.  W. 

L.R.A.  103  and  note.  36,  32  A.  S.  R.  571,  16  L-R-A.  103. 

Notes:  55  Am.  Dec.  162,  163  ;  23  20.  Smith  v.  Tritt,  18  N.  C.  241,  28 

L.R.A.  258,  259.  Am.  .Dec.  565. 

16.  Pumer  v.  Piercy,  40  Md.  212,  1.  Edwards  v.  Thompson,  85  Tenn. 
17  Am.  Rep.  591;  State  v.  Fowler,  88  720,  4  S.-W.  913,  4  A.  S.  R.  807. 
Md.  601,  42  Atl.  201,  71  A.  S.  R.  452  Notea:  55  Am.  Dee.  163;  23  L.R.A, 
and  note,  42  L.R.A.  849;  Arnold  v.  263. 

I-'owler,  94  Md.  497,  51  Atl.  299,  89  2.  Morey  v.  Hoyt,  62  Conn.  542,  26 

A.  S.  R.  444.  Atl.  127,  19  L.R.A.  611. 

Note:  55  Am.  Dec.  162.  Nole:  L.R.A.1915E  829,  830. 

17.  Barrett  v.  White,  3  N.  H.  210,  As  to  what  kind  of  fiztores  are  re- 
14  Am.  Dec.  352;  Ro(jers  v.  Elliott,  movable  generally,  see  Fixtures,  vol. 
59  N.  U.  201,  47  Am.  Rop.  192.  11,  p.  1057. 

Note:  23  L.R.A.  259.  3.  Broaddus  v.  Smith,  121  Ala.  335, 

18.  Polley  V.  Johnson,  52  Kan.  478,  26  So.  34,  77  A.  S.  R.  61. 

35  Pac.  8,  23  L.R.A.  258  and  note.  4.  Foster  v.  Mabe,  4  Ala.  402,  37 

Note:  55  Am.  Dec.  162.  Am.  Dec.  749;  Doty  v.  Gorham,  5 

19.  Heard  v.  Fairbanks,  5  Mete.  Pick.  (Mass.)  487,  16  Am.  Dee.  417. 
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on  a  taiaaVs  fixtures  acquires  no  greater  rights  therein  or  to  remove 
Uie  same  than  the  tenant  had.  Hence,  it  has  been  held,  after  a  tenant 

removes  from  leased  property  leaving  his  improvements,  a  creditor 
with  an  execution  against  him  obtains  no  rights,  even  if  the  tenant 
could  have  removed  such  improvements.*  Fropexty  set  up  in  a  leased 
building  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  owner  to  carry  on  his  trade 
or  business,  such  as  the  vats,  tables,  partitions,  etc,  of  a  soap  boiler, 
machinery  for  spinning  flax  and  tow,  or  carding  maduDes  erected 
in  a  manufactory  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  carding,  ia^  if  easily 
removed,  generally  deemed  to  be  personal  property  and  leviable  on 
as  such  However,  property  which  is  placed  upon  and  securely  at- 
tached to  land,  such  as  an  engine,  with  its  boiler  and  attachments, 
or  cast-iron  stoves  fixed  to  the  brickwork  of  the  diimney  of  a  house 
constitutes  a  part  of  the  realty,  and  therefore  is  not  liable  to  seizure 
and  sale  under  execution  as  personalty.'  In  fact  it  has  been  held 
that  if  an  engine  and  boiler  or  other  necessary  machinery  have  boen 
bought  by  the  owner  of  a  mill,  and  hauled  into  the  mill-yard  with 
the  bona  fide  intention  of  attaching  them  to  the  mill,  and  they  are 
necessary  for  the  purpose,  for  which  they  are  to  be  used,  they  must 
be  regarded  as  a  part  of  tHe  realty,  even  before  they  are  actually 
attached,  and  so  are  not  liable  to  the  levy  of  an  execution  as  personal 
property.'  It  seems  that  an  article  temporarily,  tortiously  or  acdden^ 
ally  severed  from  realty  does  not  on  that  account  become  liable  to 
execution  if  it  was  before  exempt  Thus,  it  has  been  held,  a  church 
bell  does  not  cease  to  be  a  fixture,  and  become  subject  to  levy  of  exe- 
cution as  personal  property,  by  being  removed  from  the  belfry  in  an 
old  church  edifice  and  placed  in  a  temporary  framework  on  the  church 
lot,  and  there  used  for  church  purposes,  with  the  intention  on  the 
part  of  the  authorities  of  the  society  to  place  it  permanently  in  the 
tower  of  a  new  church  edifice  in  process  of  erection.'  Likewise,  it 
has  been  decided  that  the  washing  out  of  a  mill  by  fiood,  of  an  engine, 
boiler,  burrs  and  mill-irons,  which  were  fixtures  in  the  mill,  does  not 
convert  them  into  personal  property ;  and  when  thus  washed  out  they 
are  not  subject  to  tiie  levy  of  an  execution.^^ 

6.  Friedlander  V.  Ryder,  30  Neb.  783,  Note:  1  British  Rul.  Caa.  986. 

47  N.  W.  83,  9  L.R.A.  700.  8.  Voorhia  v.  Freeman,  2  Watta  & 

6.  Taffe  v.  Wamick,  3  Biackf.  S.  (Pa.)  116,  37  Am.  Dee.  490;  Patton 
(Ind.)  Ill,  23  Am.  Dec.  383;  Cresson  v.  Moore,  16  W.  Va.  428,  37  Am.  Rep. 
V.  Stout,  17  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  116,  8  Am.  789;  MeFadden  v.  Crawford,  36  W, 
Dec.  373.  Va.  671,  15  S.  E.  408,  32  A.  S.  R. 

7.  Giddings  v.  Freedley,  128  Fed.  894. 

355,  63  C.  C.  A.  85,  65  L.R.A.  327;  9.  Dubuque  Congregational  Soc.  v. 
Roseville  Alta  Min.  Co.  v.  Iowa  Gulch  Fleming,  11  la.  533,  79  Am.  Dec.  511. 
Min.  Co.,  15  Colo.  29,  24  Pac.  920,  22      10.  Patton  v.  Moore,  16  W.  Va.  428, 


A.  S.  R.  373. 


37  Am.  Rep.  789. 
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12.  Particular  Estates  or  Interests  in  Personalty. — ^In  numerous 
decisions  it  has  been  held  that  the  remainder  or  reversion  of  a  live 
chattel,  as  a  slave,  after  a  life  estate  therein,  cannot  be  levied  on  and 
sold  on  an  execution  or  attachment  at  law  during  the  continuance 
of  the  life  estate,  the  reason  being  that,  since  the  life  tenant  is  during 
such  period  the  temporary  owner  of  the  property  and  entitled  to  the 
exclusive  use  and  possession  thereof,  a  violation  of  this  possession, 
either  by  the  remainderman  or  a  third  person,  is  a  trespass,  and  accord- 
ingly the  officer  levying  the  attachment  or  execution  cannot  take 
possession  of  the  properly  at  the  levy  nor  deliver  it  at  the  sale;  both 
of  which  are  essential  to  a  valid  levy  at  the  common  law.*'  More- 
over, it  is  said,  such  a  remainder  or  reversion  is  a  pure  contingency, 
a  bare  possibility  whether  it  will  ever  exist  or  not,  incapable  of  seizure 
by  the  sheriff,  and,  hence,  in  this  respect,  like  a  chose  in  action,  not 
subject  to  execution,  at  the  common  law.'*  But  other  courts  have 
held  that  a  vested  remainder  in  slaves  is  the  subject  of  levy  and  sale 
under  execution;  and  that,  as  a  levy  necessarily  implies  a  seizure, 
the  sheriff  may,  by  virtue  of  an  execution  against  the  remainderman, 
take  the  slaves  out  of  the  possession  of  the  tenant  for  life,  retain  the 
custody  and  cont^l  of  them,  and  brin^them  to  the  place  of  sale.** 
In  general,  an  estate  in  personal  property  for  a  limited  period  is 
subject  to  levy  and  sale  under  execution.'*  The  lessee"  of  personal 
property  has  therefore  an  interest  therein,  subject  to  seizure  and  sale 
in  like  manner  as  the  lessee's  interest  in  realty,  and  the  purchaser's 
right  at  the  sheriff's  sale  continues  until  the  determination  of  the 
lease.'*  The  same  general  rule  has  been  followed  ss  to  the  attach- 
ment of  a  lessee's  interest  under  a  lease  of  personal  property.'*  The 
reversionary  interest  of  a  lessor  has,  however,  been  held  not  to  be 
subject  to  levy  and  sale  on  execution  during  the  continuance  of  the 
lease,  although  in  some  states  it  has  been  found  expedient  to  provide 
for  the  levy  and  sale  of  the  lessor's  interest  by  statute." 

11.  Qoode  T.  Longmire,  35  Ala.  668,  57  Am.  Deo.  157,  See  infra,  par.  24. 
76  Am.  Dec  309;  Allen  v.  Seuixy,  1  13.  Ooode  v.  Longmire,  35  Ala.  668, 
Yerg.  (Tenn.)  36,  24  Am.  Dee.  436.  76  Am.  Dec.  309  (discussed  but  not 
See  infra,  par.  77  et  aeq.  But  see  decided);  Blanton  v.  Morrow,  42  N. 
Lockwood  V.  Nye,  2  Swan  (Tenn.)  C.  47,  53  Am.  Dee.  39L 

515,  58  Am.  Dec.  73,  wherein  it  is     14.  Abney  v.  Kingsland,  10  Ala.  355, 

held  that  an  interest  in  remainder  in  44  Am.  Deo.  491. 

a  live  chattel  may  be  reached  by  an     16.  Smith  v.  NUes,  20  Vt.  315,  49 

attachment  bill  in  equity.    See  also  Am.  Dec.  782. 

McLeod  V.  Pearce,  9  N.  C.  110,  11      Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  868. 

Am.  Dec.  742,  wherein  the  court  found      See  infra,  par.  66. 

it  unnecessary  to  decide  whether  such     16.  Note;  1?  L.B.A.(N.S.)  843. 

an  interest  in.  a  negro  could  be  sold     17.  Smith  v.  Niles,  20  Yt.  315,  49 

by  fi.  fa.  Am.  Dec  782. 

12.  Sale  V.  Sanndera,  24  Miss.  24, 
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13.  In  General. — ^It  was  a  well-settled  principle  of  the  oommon  law 
of  England  that  the  real  estate  of  a  debtor  could  not  be  taken  in 

execution  at  the  suit  of  a  citizen  creditor,  and  sold  for  the  satisfaction 
of  the  debt  This  rule  was  considered  as  a  fair  and  necessary  result 
from  the  nature  of  feudal  tenures  according  to  which  all  lands  were 
held.^*  In  the  case  of  the  king,  however,  an  execution  always  issued 
against  the  lands  as  well  as  the  goods  of  a  public  debtor,  because  the 
debtor  was  considered  as  being,  not  only  bound  in  person,  but  as  a 
feudatory,  who  held  mediately  or  immediately  from  th^  king;  and, 
Uierefore,  holding  what  he  had  from  the  king,  he  was  from  thence 
to  satisfy  what  he  owed  to  the  king.  At  the  revolution  the  king's 
preference  devolved,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  common  law, 
on  the  state,  whence  it  follows  that  the  liability  of  the  real  estate 
of  a  debtor  to  the  state  to  be  taken  in  execution,  and  the  lien  of 
the  state  incident  to  such  liability,  are  founded  on  the  common  law 
and  the  acts  of  assembly  passed  in  express  relation  to  debts  due  to 
the  state.^*  But  the  general  rule  of  the  common  law  in  regard  to 
the  liability  of  real  estate  to  be  taken  in  execution  as  between  party 
and  party  was  modified  by  a  statute  passed  in  the  year  1285,  which 
made  such  estates  liable  to  be  partially  taken  in  execution.  This 
statute,  which  gave  the  writ  of  elegit,  enlarged  the  remedy  of  the 
creditor  by  declaring  that  when  a  debt  was  recovered  or  damages  ad- 
judged, it  ^ould  be  in  the  election  of  the  plaintiff  to  have  a  fieri  facias, 
or  to  have  all  the  debtor's  chattels  and  the  one  half  of  his  lands  deliv- 
ered to  him  until  the  debt  was  levied  to  a  reasonable  extent:  2  Inst. 
394.^0  Under  this  writ,  therefore,  the  sheriff  could  not  sell  the  land. 
He  could  only  take  possesion  of  half  the  debtor's  land,  and  could 
hold  it  no  longer  than  the  profits  would  amount  to  enough  to  satisfy 
the  debt.*  However,  this  judicial  lien  was  afterwards  mainly  fortified 
and  enlarged  by  a  statute  passed  in  the  year  1732  (5  Geo.  II,  c.  7), 
applicable  only  to  the  then  colonies  of  Great  Britain,  which  subjected 
the  whole  of  a  debtor's  real  estate  to  be  taken  in  execution  and  sold 
for  the  payment  of  his  debts.'   But  it  was  not  until  Stat.  1  &  2  Vict., 

18.  Jones  v.  Jones,  1  Bland  (Md.)  20.  Note:  11  Eng.  Rol.  Caa.  674. 
443,  18  Am.  Dec.  327;  Duvall  v.  1.  DuvaU  v.  Waters,  1  Bland  (Md.) 
Waters,  1  Bland.  (Md.)  669,  18  Am.  569,  18  Am.  Dec.  350;  RiggB  v.  Sterl- 
Dec.  350;  XTtdca  Bank  V.  Meraereau,  ing,  60  Mich.  643,  27  N.  W.  705,  1 
3  Barb.  Ch.  (N.  T.)  528,  49  Am.  Dec  A.  S.  B.  554;  McMillan  t.  Davenport, 
189;  MeMiUan  t.  Davenport,  44  Mont.  44  Mont.  23,  118  Pac.  756,  Ann.  Cas. 
23,  118  Pac  756,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  19120  984. 

984;  Drayton  v.  Marshall,  Bioe  Eq.  2.  Jones  t.  Jones,  1  Bland  (Md.) 

(S.  G.)  373,  33  Am.  Dec.  84.  443, 18  Am.  Dec  327;  Cloombs  v.  Jor- 

Note:  U  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  674  et  seq.  dan,  3  Bland  (Md.)  284,  22  Am.  Dee. 

19.  Jones  v.  Jones,  1  Bland  (Md.)  236;  Hanson  v.  Barnes,  3  Gill  &  J. 
443, 18  Am.  Dec  327.  (Md.)  359,  22,  Am.  Dec  322;  Utiea 
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c.  110,  that  a  creditor  was  permitted  to  make  sale  of  his  debtor's  lands 
in  England  to  satisfy  his  debt,  although  it  seems  that  on  an  ^tent 
under  statutes  merchant  or  statutes  staple  the  debtor  could  be  deprived 
of  the  use  of  all  his  land  for  his  debt  when  he  had  consented  to  the 
judgment  or  lien  under  which  the  possession  was  taken.'  It  thus 
appears  that  it  is  only  in  pursuance  of  statute  law  that  the  right  of  the 
creditor  to  have  his  debt  satisfied  by  a  sale  of  his  debtor's  land  ever 
existed  in  this  country  or  in  England.*  In  most  jurisdictions,  how- 
ever, it  is  now  provided  by  statute  that  any  interest  in  real  property, 
legal  or  equilable,  is  subject  to  levy  and  sale  under  execution,*  barring 
of  course  certain  exemptions  which  the  indulgence  of  the  law  allows 
in  particular  classes  of  property  as  homesteads,*  and  Indian  lands.' 


Bank  v.  MeneieaDf  S  Barb.  Ch.  (N.  719;  Davis  v.  Owenfy,  14  Ho.  170,  55 
Y.)  528,  49  Am.  Deo.  189;  Combs  t.  Am.  Dee.  105;  Stewart  v.  Severance, 
Young,  4  Yetg.  (Tenn.)  218,  26  Am.  43  Mo.  322,  97  Am.  Dee.  392;  Slattery 
Dec.  225.  v.  Jones,  06  Mo.  216,  8  S;  W.  554, 

3.  Ri^  V.  Sterling,- 60  Mich.  643,  9  A.  S.  R.  344;  Eneberg  v.  Garter, 
27  N.  W.  705,  1  A.  8.  R.  554.  98  Mo.  647,  12  S.  W.  522, 14  A.  8.  R. 

Note:  11  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  676.  664;  McMillan  v.  Davenport,  44  Mont. 

4.  Rigga  V.  Sterling,  60  Mich.  643,  23,  118  Pac.  756,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D 
27  N.  W.  705,  1  A.  S.  R.  554.  981;  Rii  v.  Johnson,  5  N.  H.  520,  22 

6.  Freeman  v.  Dawson,  110  U.  S.  Am.  Dec.  472;  Seawell  v.  Cape  Fear 
264,  4  S.  Ct.  94,  28  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  Bank,  14  N.  C.  279,  22  Am.  Dec.  722; 
141;  Goodbar  v.  Daniel,  88  Ala.  583,  Douglaaa  v.  Massie,  16  Ohio  271,  47 
7  So.  254,  16  A.  8.  R.  76;  Bagley  v.  Am.  Dec.  375;  Fowler  v.  Trebein,  16 
Ward,  37  Cal.  121,  99  Am.  Dec.  256;  Ohio  St.  493,  91  Am.  Dec.  95;  Bruch 
Meherin  v.  Saunders,  131  Cal.  681,  63  v.  Lantz,  2  Rawle  (Pa.)  392,  21 'Am. 
Pac.  1084,  54  L.R.A.  272;  O'Connell  Dec.  458,  overruled  on  another  point 
V.  Taney,  16  Colo.  353,  27  Pac.  888,  by  Bailey  v.  Bowman,  6  Watts  &  S. 
25  A.  S.  R.  275;  Union  Bank  v.  Powell,  (Pa.)  118;  Ammant  v.  New  Alexander, 
3  Fla.  175,  52  Am.  Dec.  367;  Kilgo  v.  etc.,  Turnpike  Road,  13  Serg.  &  R. 
Castleberry,  38  Ga.  512,  95  Am.  Dee.  (Pa.)  210,  15  Am.  Dec.  593;  Swires 
406 ;  Bowman  v.  People,  82  HI.  246,  v.  Brotherline,  41  Pa.  St.  135,  80  Am. 
25  Am.  Rep.  316;  Thomas  v.  Kennedy,  Dec.  601;  Cain  v.  Maplea,  1  Hill  L. 
24  la.  397,  95  Am.  Dec.  740;  Heffer-  (S.  C.)  304,  26  Am.  Dec.  184;  Drayton 
lin  V.  Sinsinderfer,  2  Kan.  401,  85  Am.  v.  Marshall,  Rice  Eq.  (S.  C.)  373,  33 
Dec.  593;  Hanna  v.  Spotts,  5  B.  Mon.  Am.  Dec.  84;  Hinson  v.  Hinson,  5 
(Ky.)  362,  43  Am.  Dec.  132;  Thomas  Sneed  (Tenn.)  322,  73  Am.  Dec.  129; 
V.  Record,  47  Me.  500,  74  Am.  Dec.  Stevens  v.  Bruwn,  3  Vt.  420,  23  Am. 
500;  Swift  V.  Guild,  94  Me.  436,  47  Dec.  215;  Plimpton  v.  Farmers'  Mut. 
Atl.  912,  80  A.  S.  R.  406;  Coombs  v.  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  43  Vt.  497,  5  Am.  Rep. 
Jordan,  3  Bland  (Md.)  284,  22  Am.  297;  Bunker  v.  Rand,  19  Wis.  253,  88 
Dec.  236;  Hanson  v.  Barnes,  3  Gill  &  Am.  Dec.  684;  Hammel  v.  Queen's 
J.  (Md.)  359,  22  Am.  Deo.  322;  Brin-  Ins.  Co.,  54  Wis.  72,  41  Am.  Rep.  1; 
ley  V.  Mann,  2  Cush.  (Mass.)  337,  48  Doe  v.  Parry,  13  M.  &  W.  356,  14  L. 
Am.  Dee.  669;  Peck  v.  City  Nat.  Bank,  J.  Exch.  20,  11  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  672 
51  Mich.  353,  16  N.  W.  681,  47  Am.  and  note. 

Rep.  577;  Minor  v.  Natchez,  4  Smedes  6.  See  Homesteads,  vol.  13,  p.  535. 
&  M.  (Miss.)  602,  43  Am.  Def.  488;  7.  Mullen  v.  Simmons,  234  U.  S.  192, 
Arthur  v.  Commereial,  etc.,  Bank,  9  34  S.  Ct  957,  58  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1274. 
Smedes  ft  H.  (Miss.)  394,  48  Am.  Dec.  See  Indians,  vol.  14,  p.  130  et  seq. 
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Likewise,  of  course,  land  or  any  interest  therein  is  ordinarily  by  stat^ 
ute  made  subject  to  attachment  on  mesne  process.'  However,  the 
principle  that  an  attachment  can  be  levied  only  on  property  which 
could  be  taken  under  execution,  as  the  final  process  in  the  cause,  applies 
generally  to  realty,  as  well  as  to  personalty.*  Consequently  any  inter- 
est in  real  property  not  the  subject  of  levy  and  sale  under  execution 
cannot  ordinarily  be  attached.'* 

14.  Effect  of  Unrecorded  Conveyances. — A  deed  as  between  the  par- 
ties is  valid  without  registration,  and  vests  an  inchoate  title  in  the 
grantee,  which  is  subject  to  levy  and  sale  by  execution,^'  But  in 
many  jurisdictions  it  is  expressly  provided  that  a  conveyance  is  void 
as  against  attaching  and  judgment  creditor  without  notice  where 
socb  conveyance  has  not  been  properly  recorded.^*  It  is  well  settled, 
however,  that  actual  possession  of  land  by  a  party  under  an  unrecorded 
deed  is  constructive  notice  of  the  legal  and  equitable  right  of  the  party 
in  possession^  and  possession  by  a  tenant  is  Uie  same  in  all  respects  as 
if  by  the  party  himself.  It  has  accordingly  been  held  that  a  grantor's 
attaching  creditor  has  constructive  notice  of  the  grantee's  rights  under 
an  unrecorded  deed  of  land  improved  and  fenced,  where  the  grantee 
has  taken  possession  of  the  land  by  his  agent,  who  has  kept  the  place 
in  repair  and  rented  it  as  that  of  the  grantee  to  tenants  who  raised  a 
ciop  and  retained  possession  until  the  end  of  the  term,  although,  a 
short  time  before  the  attachment,  they  had  surrendered  the  premises 
and  other  tenants  had  not  yet  been  found  and  placed  in  possesion.'* 
Moreover,  a  conveyance  is  void,  as  against  attaching  and  judgment 
creditors,  only  when  the  attachment  or  judgment  is  against  the  person 
in  whose  name  the  title  to  the  land  appears  of  record.  Hence,  where 
a  judgment  (creditor  attaches  land  to  which  the  judgment  debtor  never 
had  any  title  of  record,  bis  only  interest  being  under  a  contract  of 
purchase  which  had  been  previously  assigned,  the  judgment  creditor 
acquires  no  interest  as  against  the  assignee  of  the  contract  of  pur- 

8.  SbiTk  V.  Thomas,  121  Ind.  147,  11.  Vance  v.  UoNaiiy,  3  Terg. 
22N.E.  976,16  A.  S.R.381;TetzIoff  (Tenn.)  171,  24  Am.  Dec  653  and 
v.  May,  161  la.  441,  131  N.  W.  647,  note. 

Ann.  Cas.  1913A  341;  Lay  v.  8haab-  12.  Thomas     Bninett,  128  111.  37, 

hut,  6  Minn.  273,  80  Am.  Dec.  446  ;  21  N.  E.  352,  4           222;  Lyman  v. 

Blodgett  V.  Perry,  97  Mo.  263,  10  8.  Gaar,  75  Minn.  207,  77  N.  W.  828,  74 

W.  891,  10  A.  8.  R.  307;  Paine  v.  A.  S.  R.  452;  Jackson  v.  Tows,  4  Cow. 

Mooreland,  15  Ohio  435,  45  Am.  Deo.  (N.  T.)  599,  15  Am.  Deo.  405;  Bige- 

685.   But  see  Boyce  v.  Owens,  2  Me-  low  v.  Topliff,  25  Vt.  273,  60  Am.  Dec. 

Cord  L.  (8.  C.)  208,  13  Am.  Deo.  711,  264.  8ee  Rbookds.  As  to  withholding 

wherein  it  is  held  that  the  levy  of  a  a  deed  from  record  as  evidence  of  a 

domestic  attachment  on  land  is  void,  fraudulent   intent,  see  Fraudulent 

9.  See  supra,  par.  3.  Convbtancbs,  vol.  l2,  p.  484. 

10.  Johnson  v.  Whilden,  166  N.  C.  13.  Thomas  v.  Burnett,  128  lU.  37, 
104,  81  8.  E.  1057,  Ann.  Gas.  1916C  21  N.  E.  352,  4  LJLA.  222. 

783. 
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chase.**  But,  while  notice  of  an  unrecorded  deed  may  destroy  the 
legal  effect  of  an  attachment  levied  on  land  as  belonging  to  the  grantor, 
knowledge  of  an  intent  to  convey  will  not  produce  this  result.** 

15.  Interests  in  Real  Property  Subject  to  Attachment  or  Execu- 
tion,^— The  general  rule,  though  of  statutory  origin,  is  that  all  lands, 
lenements  and  hereditaments  may  be  taken  and  sold  on  execution.*' 
These  terms  cover  every  vested  interest  that  a  man  can  have  in  lands, 
or,  as  it  may  be  otherwise  broadly  stated,  they  include  all  possible 
titles  to  lands,  contingent  or  otherwise,  where  there  is  a  real  interest; 
but  where  it  is  uncertain  to  whom  an  estate  will  go,  or  where  it  ia 
limited  to  take  effect  on  an  uncertain  event,  it  is  a  mere  contingency, 
not  subject  to  levy  and  sale.*'  Thus,  under  execution  or  attachment, 
a  creditor  may  seize  and  subject  to  his  debt  a  fee  simple,*^  a  base  or 
conditional  fee,**  a  legal  life  estate,"  or  such  an  interest  in  property 
as  a  right  to  standing  timber.*  An  estate  for  years  in  land  is  also 
subject  to  levy  and  seizure  on  execution,  but  as  personalty  on  a  fieri 
facias  against  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  debtor,  and  not  as  realty, 
since  a  term  of  years  is  a  chattel  interest.*  A  mere  expectancy  or 
bare  hope  of  succession  to  the  property  of  another,  such  as  may  be 
entertained  by  an  heir  apparent,  is  not  leviable.*  Nor  is  the  right 
of  a  person  having  an  interest  in  land  for  life  to  sell  so  much  as  may 
•  be  necessary  for  the  satisfaction  of  his  personal  wants  an  interest 
which  can  be  reached  by  his  creditors,  such  a  right  b^g  purely  per- 
sonal to  the  debtor  and  inuring  to  the  benefit  of  no  one  else.*  It  has 
been  held  that  a  grant  of  all  one's  interest  in  land,  reserving  an 
annual  rent,  payable  to  the  grantor,  bis  heirs  and  assigns,  with  the 
proviso  tiiat  if  the  grantee  shall  pay  a  certain  sum  by  instalments 
the  rent  should  cease,  is  a  rent  charge,  and  that  the  interest  of  the 
grantor  may  be  taken  in  execution  and  sold,*  although  it  has  been 

14.  Lyman  v.  Gaar,  76  Minn.  207,  169,  40  S.  E.  655,  93  A.  S.  R.  944, 
77  N.  W.  828,  74  A.  S.  R.  452.         67  L.E.A.  384. 

16.  Gushing  V.  Hard,  4 Pick,  (llass.)  Notes:  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  116;  11 
253,  16  Am.  Dee.  335.  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  677. 

16.  See  snpra,  par.  13.  1.  Pattison's  Appeal,  61  Pa.  St.  294, 

17.  Fallon  v.  Worthington,  13  Colo.  100  Am.  Dee.  637.  See  supra,  par.  10. 
559,  22  Pac.  960,  16  A.  S.  R.  231,  2.  Barr  v.  Doe,  6  Bl&ckf.  (Ind.)  335, 
6  L.R.A.  708;  Pattexson  v.  Caldwell,  38  Am.  Dec.  146;  Buhl  v.  Kenyon,  11 
124  Pa.  Bt.  465,  17  Atl.  18,  10  A.  S.  Mich.  249,  83  Am.  Dee.  738;  Doe  v. 
R.  598;  Harrison  v.  Maxwell,  2  Nott  Peteis,  44  N.  C.  457,  59  Am.  Dee.  663. 
&  UcG.  (S.  C.)  347,  10  Am.  Dec.  611.  See  infra,  par.  66. 

Notes:  44  Am.  Dec.  338;  23  L.R.A.  8.  De  Haas  v.  Bunn,  2  Pa.  St  336, 

642  et  seq.;  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  116.  44  Am.  Dee.  201. 

18.  Harrison  v.  Maxwell,  2  Nott  A  4.  Sill  v.  White,  62  Conn.  430,  26 
McC.  (S.  C.)  347,  10  Am.  Dec.  611.  Atl,  396,  20  L.R.A.  32L 

10.  Fordyce  v.  Woman's  Christian  6.  Hurst  v.  Lithgrow,  2  Yeates 
Nat  Library  Ass'n,  79  Ark.  560,  96  (Pa.)  24,  1  Am.  Dee.  326;  Streaper 
8.  W.  156,  7  LJt.A.(N.S.)  485.         v.  Fisher,  1  Rawle  (Pa.)  156,  IS  Am. 

20.  Hutchinson  v.  Maxwell,  100  Va.  Dec.  604. 
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denied  that  a  rent  seek  is  such  an  interoBt'  On  the  other  hand/ it 
has  been  held  that  a  statute  allowing  the  creditor  to  take  in  execution 
"all  rights  of  entry  into  land"  refers  to  cases  in  which  the  debtor  has 
been  ousted  or  dispossessed  of  a  freehold,  and  does  not  confer  a  right 
to  take  in  execution  a  right  of  entry  for  breach  of  condition  in  a  deed.' 
It  has  also  been  held  that  in  the  absence  of  a  statute  to  the  contrary 
a  levy  on  such  an  incorporeal  right  as  a  mere  easement  or  right  of 
passage  is  not  good,  standing  by  itself;  for  it  is  nothing,  except  in 
relation  to  some  actual,  corporeal  property,  of  which  it  is  a  mere 
incident  or  quality.^ 

16.  ReoudnderSf  Rererslcns  and  Executory  Devises. — ^It  is  gener- 
ally held  that  a  vested  remainder  may  be  taken  in  execution,  during 
the  continuance  of  the  preceding  estate,  and  sold  by  virtue  thereof, 
under  a  judgment  against  the  remainderman.*  And  the  undivided 
ititerests  of  remaindermen  in  a  vested  remainder  are  subject  to  levy  and 
sale  on  execution  for  their  respective  debts. Likewise,  a  vested 
remainder  in  tail  may  be  levied  on  and  sold  in  execution.^'  The 
same  is  true  of  a  reversion  in  fee  after  a  term  for  years  or  a  Hfe  estate,** 
and  it  has  been  held  that  such  an  interest  may  be  seized  and  sold 
under  execution  though  the  reversion  is  contingent  on  the  hf^pening 
of  events,  which  may  never  occur,  and  though  the  extent  of  interest 
cannot  be  ascertained."  As  a  general  propc^tion,  however,  it  seems 
that  conting^t  remainders,  in  which  the  persons  who  are  to  take 
cannot  be  identified  until  the  termination  of  a  particular  estate,  can- 
not be  taken  and  sold  on  execution  against  any  of  the  persons  who 
may  be  entitied  thereto,  the  reason  for. this  rule  being  that  while  it  is 
unjust  that  one  should  keep  from  his  creditors  property  which  can 
be  fairly  sold  or  applied  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  debts,  it  is  equally 
unjust  that  a  creditor  should  seize  and  destroy  an  interest  of  his  debtor 
which  is  so  uncertain  and  contingent  that  it  cannot  be  fairly  sold 
or  appraised,  since  it  can  be  of  no  present  value  to  anyone,  and  may 
never  be  of  value  to  the  debtor  or  his  as^gnees.*^   Thus,  where  a 

6.  Coombs  V.  Jordan,  3  Bland  (Md.)  C.  55,  68  S.  E.  966,  30  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
284,  22  Am.  Dec.  236.  115  and  note;  Lockwood  v.  Nve,  2 

Notes:  23  hMJi.  643;  11  Eng.  BuL  Swan  (Tenn.)  515,  S8  Am.  Dec.  73. 
Cas.  677.  Notes:  44  Am.  Dee.  338;  23  L.R.A. 

7.  Bangor  v.  Wairen,  34  Ue.  324,  645  ;  30  UR.A.(N.S.)  115. 

66  Am.  Dec.  657.  ID.  Deadman  v.  Yantis,  230  111.  243, 

8.  Taylor  v.  Townsend,  8  Mass.  411,  82  N.  E.  592;  120  A.  S.  B.  291. 
6  Am.  Dee.  107.   As  to  the  nature  of  11.  Note:  23  LJt.A.  645. 
easements  generally,  see  Easbhxhts,  12.  Burton  v.  Smith,  13  Pet.  464, 
vol.  9,  p.  735.  10  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  248;  Dew  v.  Roberts, 

9.  Ducker  v.  Bumham,  146  Bl.  9,  33  N.  C.  424,  53  Am.  Dec.  419. 

34  N.  E.  558,  37  A.  S.  R.  135;  Stem     Notes:  44  Am.  Dec.  338;  23  LJI.A. 
V.  Lee,  115  N.  C.  426,  20  S.  E.  736,  645;  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  118. 
26  L.R.A.  814;  Harrison  v.  Maxwell,      13.  Note:  23  L.R.A.  645. 
2  Nott  &  MeC.  (8.  C.)  347,  10  Am.      14.  Smith  v.  Gilbert,  71  Conn.  149, 
Dec.  611;  Walker  v.  Alverson,  87  S.  41  Atl.  284,  71  A.  S.  R.  163;  Baker 
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testator  left  property  to  his  wife  for  life,  which  after  her  death  was 
to  be  divided  equally  between  two  sons,  but  if  either  son  should  die 
before  &e  decease  of  his  wife,  leaving  lawful  issue,  such  issue  should 
inherit  in  the  place  of  the  parent  so  deceased,  it  was  held  that  the 
inters  in  remainder  which  such  sons  acquired  was  too  remote  and 
uncertain  to  be  subject  to  attachment."  In  some  jurisdictions,  how- 
ever, the  local  statutes  authorizing  a  judgment  creditor  to  attadi  real 
estate,  or  the  right,  title,  and  interest  of  any  defendant  therein,  are 
interpreted  broadly  enough  to  include  a  continent  remainder,  and 
in  such  a  case  it  is  held  that  whatever  intere^  the  contingent  remain- 
derman has  will  pass  to  the  purchaser  at  the  execution  sale.'*  It  has 
been  held  that  an  executory  devise  is  an  existing  interest,  not  a  bare 
possibility,  and  hence  that  the  interest  of  an  executory  devisee  is 
subject  to  levy  and  sale  on  execution  although  the  previous  estate  is 
not  yet  terminated." 

17.  Dower  and  Curtesy  Rights. — ^It  ia  very  generally  held  that 
unless  otherwise  regulated  by  statute  the  right  of  a  widow  to  have 
dower  assigned  to  her  out  of  the  lands  of  her  deceased  husbfuid  cannot 
be  attached  or  taken  on  execution  in  an  action  at  law,  since,  previous 
to  the  assignment,  her  interest  is  a  mere  chose  in  action,  nothing  but 
a  right  by  aj^ropriate  proceedings  to  compel  the  assignment  to  be 
made.'*  Nor  is  this  rule  altered  by  the  fact  that  the  widow  is  in 
actual  possession  with  the  acquiescence  of  the  persons  in  interest.'* 
When  dower  is  assigned,  however,  it  becomes  life  estate,  and  may  then 
of  course  be  levied  on  and  sold  on  execution  against  the  doweress.** 
As  respects  curtesy,  where  a  wife  acquires  or  owns  a  freehold  estate 
and  issue  is  bom  alike  capable  of  inheriting,  the  husband,  becomes  at 
common  law  a  tenant  by  the  curtesy  initiate,  and  has  an  estate  in 
such  freehold  which  may  be  seized  and  sold  under  execution  for  the 
payment  of  judgments  against  him.'  However,  under*  the  married 
women's  property  acta  exempting  the  separate  property  of  a  wife  from 
liability  for  the  debts  of  her  husband  tiie  rule  is  that  the  contingent 

V.  Copenbarger,  15  111.  103,  58  Am.  Note:  23  L.R.A.  646. 

Dec.  600;  Haward  v.  Peavey,  128  HI.  18.  Harper  v.  Clayton,  84  Md.  346, 

430,  21  N.  E.  503,  15  A.  S.  R.  120;  35  Atl.  1083,  57  A.  S.  R.  407,  35 

Deadman  v.  Yantis,  230  HI.  243,  82  L.R.A.  211;  Bowman  v.  People,  82 

N.  E.  592,  120  A.  S.  R.  291  (discussed  HI.  246,  25  Am.  Rep.  316  (discussed). 

not  decided);  Patterson  v.  Caldwell,  Notes:  23  L.R.A.  647;  30  L.E^, 

124  Pa.  St.  455,  17  AU.  18,  10  A.  S.  (N.S.)  117,  118. 

R.  598;  Young  v.  Yonng,  89  Va.  675,  See  Dower,  vol.  9,  p.  593. 

17  S.  E.  470,  23  L.R.A.  642  and  note.  19.  McMahon  v.  Gray,  150  Mass. 

Note:  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  IIG,  U7.  289,  22  N.  E.  923,  16  A.  S.  R.  202, 

15.  Smith  V.  Gilbert,  71  Conn.  149,  5  L.R.A.  748. 

41  Atl.  284,  71  A.  S.  R.  163.  20.  Note:  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  118. 
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curtesy  of  a  husband  in  his  wife's  lands  is  not,  during  the  life  of  the 
wife,  subject  to  attachment  or  sale  under  execution,  in  the  satisfaction 
of  his  debts.' 

EqwtabUJnteresi$  and  Tru$t  E^taiet 

18.  In  GeneraL — ^It  is  a  cardinal  principle  of  the  common  law  that 

an  executioD  operates  only  on  legal  righte  and  titles,  not  on  equitable 
interests/  whether  real,*  or  personal.'  Where  this  common  law  rule 
obtains,  tiierefore,  an  eqiiitable  asset  of  a  debtor  can  be  reached  only 
by  proper  proceedings  in  a  court  of  equity,  and  is  not  subject  to  levy 
and  sale  under  an  execution  at  law  issued  on  a  judgment  recovered 
against  such  debtor,  or  on  a  deficiency  decree  rendered  againist  him 
in  a  suit  for  the  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage;  and,  where  such  levies  and 
sales  aie  made,  and  deeds  executed,  by  the  sheriff,  they  are  all  nullities, 
and  vest  no  title  in  the  purchasers.'  Moreover,  where  there  is  a  con- 
temporaneous intermixture  and  mingling  of  le^  and  equitable  inter- 
ests as  in  a  lease  of  real  estate  for  a  term  of  years  with  certain  options 
conferred  on  the  lessee  to  purchase  within  a  stated  time  an  amalgam 
is  created  that  cannot  be  subjected  to  sale  under  an  execution  at  law 
but  can  be  properly  disposed  of  anijl  sold  only  under  a  decree  in  equity.' 
Likewise,  in  the  absence  of  statute  the  rule  obteiining  in  all  jurisdic- 
tions is  that  equitable  interests  are  not  subject  to  attachment.^  How- 

8.  Hitz  T.  National  Metropolitan  Rep.  316 ;  Atwater  t.  Ifanchester  Sav. 

Bank,  lU  U.  8.  722,  4  S.  Ct.  613,  28  Bank,  45  Minn.  341,  48  N.  W.  187, 

U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  577;  Mattoon  v.  Mc-  12  LJI.A.  741;  Roads  v.  Symmes,  1 

Grew,  112  U.  8.  713,  5  S.  Ct.  369,  Ohio  281,  13  Am.  Dec.  621. 

28  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  824;  SiU  v.  White,  6.  Harris  v.  Alcock,  10  dill  &  J. 

62  Conn.  430,  26  Atl.  396,  20  LJI.A.  (Md.)  226,  32  Am.  Dec.  158  and  note; 

321;  Bruce  v.  Nicholson,  109  N.  C.  Rose  v.  Bevan,  10  Md.  463,  69  Am. 

202,  13  S.  E.  790,  26  A.  S.  R.  562;  Dec.  170  and  note. 

Carroll  v.  Sanford,  34  R.  I.  337,  83  Note:  11  Ann.  Gas.  669. 

Atl.  855,  Ann.  Gas.  1914G  1183,  40  6.  Thalheimer  v.  Tischler,  56  Fla. 

L.RJu(N.S.)  1204.  796,  46  So.  514,  16  Ann.  Gas.  863,' 

Note:  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  U8.  17  L.E.A.(N.S.)  841;  Hairia  v.  Al- 

See  Curtesy,  vol  8,  p.  411.  eock,  10  Gill  &  J.  (Md.)  .226,  32  Am. 

3.  Van  Ness  t.  Hyatt,  13  Pet.  294,  Dec.  158  and  note;  Cohen  v.  Carroll, 
10  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  168;  Blight  v.  Banks,  5  Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  546,  45  Am. 
6  T.  6.  Moo.  (Ky.)  192,  17  Am.  Dec  Dec.  267  and  note;  Pogue  t.  Simon, 
136;  Shnte  v.  Harder,  1  Yeig.  47  Ore.  6,  81  Pae.  666,  114  A.  S.  R. 
(Tenn.)  3, 24  Am.  Dee.  427 ;  Ayeook  v.  903,  8  Ann.  Caa.  474;  Henderson  v. 
Kimbrone^,  71  Tex.  330, 12  8.  W.  71,  Henderson,  133  Pa.  St.  399,  19  Atl. 

10  A.  S.  B.  746;  Chase  v.  York  Coon-  424,  19  A.  8.  R.  650;  Seott  v.  Sehol- 
ty  Sav.  Bank,  89  Tex.  316,  36  S.  W.  ey,  8  East  467,  9  Rev.  Rep.  487,  11 
406,  69  A.  S.  R.  48,  32  LJt.A.  785.  Eng.  Rnl.  Gas.  647. 

Note:  26  Am.  Dec.  231.  7.  Thalheimer  v.  Tischler,  56  Fla. 

4.  Potter  v.  Conch,  141  U.  S.  296,  796,  46  So.  514,  16  Ann.  Caa.  863, 

11  S.  Ct  1005,  35  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  721;  17  LJ1.A.(N.S.)  841. 

Bowman  v.  People,  82  HI.  246,  25  Am.     8.  Shelton  t.  Woltfaausen,  80  Conn. 
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ev»,  to  remedy  the  inconvenience,  delay,  and  expense  incident  to 
the  exduaion  of  equitable  interests  from  levy,  statutes  have  been  passed 
in  many  jurisdictions  in  the  United  States,  either  expressly  providing 
that  certain  equitable  estates  in  realty  or  personalty  shall  be  subject 
to  levy  or  attachment,  or  else  providing  so  broadly  that  all  property 
of  the  debtor  shall  be  subject  to  levy  under 'attachment  and  execution, 
that  the  courts  have  not  hesitated  to  hold  the  statutes  to  cover  equitable 
interests  in  both  real  •  and  personal  property.'" 

19.  Uses  and  Trusts  in  General. — At  common  law,  no  use  or  trust 
in  land  could  be  taken  in  execution  on  a  judgment  against  the  cestui 
que  use;  nor  could  any  such  interest  be  extended  under  an  elegit, 
because  the  statute  only  referred  to  lands  according  to  the  comm<m 
law.*^  Early  statutes  (1483,  1503)  subjected  uses  to  execution,  but 
they  seem  to  have  been  superseded  by  the  statute  of  1535,  for  trans* 
f erring  usee  into  possession.'*  But  the  subsequent  revival  of  uses, 
under  the  name  of  trusts,  called  for  a  further  interposition  of  the 
legislature;  and  accordingly,  by  the  statute  of  frauds  of  1676  (29  Car. 
II,  c  3,  §  10)  pursuing  the  language  of  the  statute  of  1483  as  to 
uses  in  respect  of  trusts,  it  is  declared  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
officer,  to  whom  any  writ  shall  be  directed  at  the  suit  of  any  person 
upon  any  judgment,  to  do,  make,  and  deliver  execution  unto  the 
parties  in  tiiat  behalf  suing,  of  all  sudi  lands  as  any  other  person 
shall  be  seised  or  possessed  in  trust  for  him  against  whom  execution 
is  sued."  The  tendency  of  the  decisions  has  been  to  restrict  the 
operation  of  this  stetute  to  those  estotes  that  are  expressly  designated, 
the  reason  given  being  that  if  uncertain  interests  are  the  subject  of 
sale  under  execution,  evidently  they  must  be  made  at  ruinous  sacrifices 
to  debtors,  and  without  effecting  tie  purpose  of  the  law  in  satisfying 
t^e  claimB  of  creditors.'*  It  is  settled,  therefore,  that  the  trusts  con- 
templated by  the  statute  of  Charles  II  were  only  such  pure  and  simple 
trusts  as  exist  when  the  cestui  que  trust  has  the  whole  beneficial  inter- 

599,  69  Atl.  1030,  125  A.  S.  R.  131;  C.  349,  57  S.  E.  29,  11  Ann.  Cas.  666 

Badlam  v.  Tucker,  1  Pick.  (Mass.)  and  note. 

389,  11  Am^  Dec.  202;  Rosenthal  v.  11.  Coombs  t.   Jordan,  3  Bland 

Dickerman,  98  Mich.  208,  57  N.  W.  (Md.)  284,  22  Am.  Dee.  236.  See 

112,  39  A.  S.  R.  535,  22  L.R.A.  693;  supra,  par.  13. 

Johnson  v.  Whilden,  166  N.  C.  3»D4,  12.  Coombs   v.   Jordan,   3  Bland 

81  S.  E.  1057,  Ann.  Cas.  1916C  783  (Md.)  284,  22  Am.  Dec.  236;  Bogert 

and  note,  v.  Perry,  17  3<An8  (N.  Y.)  351,  8 

Note :  11  Ann.  Cas.  669.  Am.  Dec.  411. 

9.  Hammond  v.  Johnston,  1^  U.  S.  13.  Chase  v.   Tork   Connty  Sav. 
73,  12  S.  Ct.  141,  35  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  Bank,  89  Tex.  316,  36  S.  W.  406,  60 
941;    Coombs   v.   Jordan,   3   Bland  A.  S.  R.  48,  32  L.B.A.  785. 
(Md.)  284,  22  Am.  Dee.  236.  Note:  97  Am.  Dec.  304. 

Note :  Ann.  Cas.  19160  787  et  seq.  14.  Chase   v.   York   County  Sav. 

See  supra,  par.  13.  Bank,  89  Tex.  316,  36  S.  W.  406,  60 

10.  Pelzer  Ufg.  Co.  t.  Pitts,  76  S.  A  8.  B.  48,  32  L.R.A.  785. 
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ast,  and  the  trustee  the  bare  legal  title,  and  that  aay  conq>licated  trustu, 
each  as  exist  when  any  other  persons  ara  benefioiaily  interested  besides 
the  judgment  debtor,  are  not  within  its  purview,  and  if  creditors  would 
seek  satisfaction  of  their  debts  out  of  such  interests,  they  must  do  so 
in  a  oourt  of  chancery,  which  is  so  constituted  as  to  be  capable  of 
adjusting  conflicting  intexeets  by  hearing  and  determining  the  rights 
of  all  parties  interested.'*  Moreover,  as  this  provision  of  the  statute 
of  frauds  is  confined  to  estates  of  freehold,  or  lands  and  tenements,  it 
has  been  hel4  that  it  does  not  extend  to  txusta  of  chattel  interests,  as 
estates  for  years,"  or  to  equitable  interests  in  personalty  generally.^' 

20.  Statutes  in  America  Subjecting  Trust  Estates  to  Execution. — 
The  statute  of  29  Charles  II  did  not  extend  to  the  colonies,  and  in 
some  of  the  states  it  has  never  been  adt^ted,  the  rule  reflecting  trust 
estates  remaining  as  at  common  law,  namely  that  they  cannot  be 
tf^en  under  execution,"  although  it  has  also  been  hdd  that  the  pro- 
visions of  the  statute  of  frauds,  29  Gharl^  II,  were  extended  to  the 
colonies  by  virtue  of  the  statute  6  Geo.  II,  c.  7,  sec  4.'*  In  many 
of  the  states,  howevw,  this  statute  has  been  enacted,  either  in  the 
same  words  or  in  language  similar  in  effect;  while  in  others,  statutes 
have  been  passed  in  this  regard  which  are  more  or  less  comprehensive 
than  the  English  statute.  The  English  rule  of  construction  is  gener- 
ally accepted  in  the  United  States  in  determining  what  trusts  may 
be  reached  under  statutes  such  as  that  of  29  Charles  II.;  and  it  is 
settled  that  the  trust  must  be  a  clear  and  simple  trust,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  debtor  alone."  There  must  be  no  beneficial  interest  in  the 
trustee,  that  is,  he  must  have  a  mere  dry,  naked  legal  title,  with  the 
whole  beneficial  interest  in  the  cestui  que  trust.'  Therefore,  if  others 
besides  the  judgment  debtor  have  an  equitable  interest  in  land,  his 
interest  is  not  within  the  statute ;  or  in  oilier  words,  equitable  interests 
held  jointly  with  another  person  are  not  subject  to  sale  under  execu- 
tion; the  judgment  debtor  must  have  the  entire  equitable  interest.^ 

15.  Bogert  t.  Perry,  17  Johns  (N.  41  Atl.  284, 71  A.  8.  R.  163;  Pritohard 
T.)  361,  8  Am.  Dec  411;  Shute  v.  v.  Brown,  4  N.  H.  397,  17  Am.  Dec. 
Harder,  1  Yerg.  (Tenn.)  3,  24  Am.  431;  Bice  t.  Burnett,  Speer  Eq.  (S.- 
Dec. 427.  C.)  579,  42  Am.  Dec.  336;  Chase  v. 

Note:  97  Am.  Dee.  304.  York  County  Sav.  Bank,  89  Tex.  316, 

16.  Coombs  T.  Jordan,  3  Bland  36  S.  W.  406,  59  A.  S.-  B.  48,  32 
(Md.)  284,  22  Am.  Dec.  236.  L.R.A.  785. 

17.  Rice  T.  Bnmett,  Speer  Eq.  (S.  1.  Mcllvaine  t.  Smith,  42  Mo.  45, 
C.)  579,  42  Am.  Dec.  336.  See  pre-  97  Am.  Dec.  295;  Bogert  v.  Perry, 
ceding  paragraph.  17  Johns  (N.  T.)  351,  8  Am.  Dec 

18.  Hogan  t.  Jaqnes,  19  N.  J.  Eq.  411. 

123,  97  Am.  Dec  644.  2.  Battle  t.  Petway,  27  N.  C.  576, 

Note:  97  Am.  Dec.  305.  44  Am.  Dec  59;  Chase  v.  York  Coun- 

19.  Shute  V.  Harder,  1  Yerg.  ty  Sav.  Bank,  89  Tex.  316,  36  S.  W. 
(Tenn.)  3,  24  Am.  Dec.  427.  406,  59  A.  S.  R.  48,  32  L.R.A.  785. 

80.  Smith  v.  Gilbert,  71  Conn.  149, 
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Moreover,  in  some  cases  a  distinction  is  drawn  between  an  actual, 
equitable  interest  in  the  land  itself,  a  vested,  equitable  estate  in  posses- 
sion, which  is  said  to  be  subject  to  execution,  and  a  mere  ground  of 
equitable  relief  against  the  trustee  or  an  "equitable  chose  in  action," 
which  ia  not  so  subject,*  it  being  stated  broadly  that  the  interest  of  a 
cestui  que  trust  is  not  subject  to  execution,  where  under  the  trust  deed 
he  has  no  seisin  or  possession  of  the  land,  no  power  to  dispose  of  any 
estate  in  the  land,  or  to  enjoy  the  occupancy,  or  to  collect  the  rents, 
and  no  right  to  call  on  the  trustee  to  execute  any  conveyance  to  him.* 
So  it  has  been  held  that  the  interest  of  persons  who  contribute  m<»iey 
to  purchase  lands  conveyed  to  a  trustee  who  has  the  absolute  title  and 
is  a  trustee  for  the  purp<^  only  of  accounting  for  the  proceeds  of  sales 
js  not  subject  to  levy  under  a  writ  of  attachment,  the  legal  effect  of 
such  an  arrangement  b«ng  to  leave  in  each  cestui  que  trust,  not  any 
title,  legal  or  equitable,  in  the  land,  but  a  mere  right  in  equity  to 
demand  an  accounting  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  land.*  As 
a  corollary  to  the  general  prop<:^tion  above  stated,  and  for  the  same 
reason,  it  is  maintained  that  imperfect  and  uncertain  equities  of  a 
complicated  nature  are  not  subject  to  ^ecution  under  these  statutes^ 
only  pure  and  unmixed  trusts  in  favor  of  the  deUor  alone  being  so 
subject,  the  remedy  of  the  creditor  where  mixed  and  complicated  trusts 
are  involved  b^ng  properly  in  a  forum  of  equity.'  Thus,  where  by 
the  terms  of  a  settlement  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  a  feme  sole 
was  vested  in  a  trustee  to  be  held  for  her  until  marriage,  and  after- 
wards for  the  joint  use  of  the  husband  £md  wife,  and  of  the  survivor, 
with  contingent  remainders  over,  it  was  held  that  as  the  trust  was  not 
a  simple  <me,  for  the  benefit  of  the  debtor  alone,  but  his  equitable 
interests  were  mingled  and  united  with  those  of  his  wife,  who  was 
indeed  the  primary  and  principal  object  of  the  trust,  his  interest  was 
not  subject  to  levy  and  aaXe  under  execution.' 

21.  Resulting  Trusts. — ^The  majority  of  the  authorities  hold  that 
resulting  trusts,  such  as  arise  when  the  consideration  of  a  conveyance 
is  fiimished  by  one  person  and  the  deed  taken  in  the  name  of  another, 
are  within  ihe  provisions  of  the  statute  29  Charles  II,  and  similar  stat- 
utes, and  that  therefore  the  interest  of  the  beneficiary  under  such  a 
trust  is  subject  to  levy  and  sale  on  execution.*    Similarly  where  a 

3.  Bogert  v.  Perry,  17  Johns  (N.  8.  Dunnica  v.  Coy,  24  Mo.  167,  69 
Y.)  351,  8  Am.  Dee.  411.  Am.  Dee.  420  and  note,  28  Mo.  525, 

4.  McXIvaine  v.  Smith,  42  Mo.  45,  76  Am.  Doc.  133;  Foote  v.  CoJvin,  3 
97  Am.  Dec  295.  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  216,  3  Am.  Dec.  478 

5.  Chase  v.  York  County  Sav.  and  note;  Shute  v.  Harder,  1  Yerg. 
Bank,  89  Tex.  316,  36  S.  W.  406,  59  (Tenn.)  3,  24  Am.  Dee.  427;  Smithcal 
A.  S.  R.  48,  32  L.R.A.  785.  v.  Gray,  1  Humph.  (Tenn.)  491,  34 

6.  Note:  97  Am.  Dec.  306,  307.  Am.  Dec.  664. 

7.  Rice  V.  Burnett,  Spcer  Eq.  (S.  Notes:  97  Am.  Dee.  308;  Ami.  Cm. 
C.)  579,  42  Am.  Dec.  336.  1916C  788. 
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debtor  wiUi  intent  to  defraud  his  creditors  conveys  laud  without  con- 
sideration to  another,  who  in  turn  conveys  it  to  a  bona  fide  purchaser 
for  a  valuable  consideration,  it  has  been  held  that  the  original  grantee 
is  a  trustee  ex  maleficio  for  the  creditors  of  the  grantor  and  that  they 
can  attach  the  purchase-money  in  such  trustee's  hands.'  There  is, 
however,  a  very  respectable  line  of  authorities  holding  that  the  estate 
of  a  beneficiary  of  a  resulting  trust  may  not  be  token  on  execution, 
but  that  the  remedy  of  his  creditors  is  by  an  action  in  the  nature  of  a 
bill  in  equity  to  subject  such  estate  to  the  payment  of  their  debts.^*^ 

22.  Interest  of  Trustee.— It  is  not  every  legal  interest  that  is  made 
liable  to  levy  and  sale  on  a  fi.  fa. ;  but  to  support  such  a  sale  it  must 
be  shown  that  the  debtor  had  a  beneficial  interest  in  the  property 
seized.  Hence,  where  a  deed  to  a  debtor  conveys  to  him  only  a  naked 
legal  titie  as  a  trustee  for  others,  he  takes  under  it  no  interest  that 
can  be  seized  under  execution  or  attachment.^'  Nor  can  a  judgment 
creditor  have  his  debt  satisfied  out  of  property  held  in  trust  for  another, 
no  matter  how  completely  his  debtor  may  have  exercised  apparent 
ownership  over  it,**  unless  it  was  on  the  faith  of  such  ownership  that 
the  <sredit  was  given,**  Thus,  money  held  in  a  fiduciary  capacity,  but 
deposited  by  the  holder  to  his  general  account  in  a  bank,  still  belongs 
to  the  other  party,  and  cannot  be  garnished  or  attached  for  the  de- 
positor's debt  incurred  before  such  deposit.*^  A  surviving  partnor, 
however,  does  not  hold  the  partnership  property  as  a  trustee  in  such 
a  sense  that  he  is  exempt  from  the  levy  of  an  attachment  in  an  action 
on  promissory  notes  made  by  the  firm.'*  Nor  is  a  trust  created  in  favor 
of  a  mortgagee  of  chattels  on  the  proceeds  of  their  sale  when  he 
authorize  the  mortgagor  to  sell  them,  to  collect  the  proceeds  and  to 
deposit  them  in  a  bank,  to  be  applied  on  the  mortgage  debt,  but  thereby 

9.  Heath  v.  Page,  63  Pa.  St.  108,  Gould,  48  W.  Va.  99,  35  S.  E.  878, 
3  Am.  Rep.  533.  86  A.  S.  R.  24. 

10.  Everett  v.  Raby,  104  N.  G.  479,     12.  Cunaingfaam  v.  Nampa  Bank,  13 


Notes:  3  Am.  Dec.  481;  97  Am.  Dee.  257,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  706;  Harx  v. 


11.  Smith  T.  lleCann,  24  How.  398,  A.  S.  R.  849  and  note. 

16  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  714;  ConniDgham  v.  13.  Home  Savings,  ete..  Bank  t.  Pe- 

Mampa  Bank,  13  Idaho  167,  88  Pac.  oria  Agricultnial  Soe.,  206  Dl.  9,  69 

975,121A.S.R.257,10L.E.A.(N.S.)  U.  E.  17,  99  A.  S.  R.  132;  Marx  v. 

706;  Baker  v.  Copenbarger,  15  Dl.  Parker,  9  Wash.  473,  37  Pac.  675,  43 

103,  58  Am.  Dec.  600;  Bostick  v.  A.  S.  R.  849.   See  generally,  Tsnsrs. 

Keizer,  4  J.  J.  Marsh.  (Ky.)  597,  20  14.  Morrill  v.  Raymond,  28  Kan. 

Am.  Dec.  237;  Pabner  v.  Northern  415,  42  Am.  Rep.  167  and  note;  Marx 

Mut.  Relief  Ass'n,  175  Maas.  396,  56  v.  Parker,  9  Wash.  473,  37  Pac.  675, 

N.  £.  828,  78  A.  S.  R.  503;  Jackson  43  A.  S.  R.  849  and  note, 

v.  McAUIey,  Speer  £q.  (S.  C.)  303,  15.  Krueger  v.  Spieth,  8  Mont  482, 

40  Am.  Dee.  620;  Ransom  v.  Wicks-  20  Pae.  664^  3  l4it.A.  291.   See  gen- 

trom,  84  Wash.  419,  146  Pac.  1041,  erally,  Pabtnebsbip. 
UR.A.1916A  588;  Farmers'  Bank  v. 


10  S.  E.  526,  17  A.  S.  R.  685. 


Idaho  167,  88  Pac.  975,  121  A.  S.  R. 


308. 


Parker,  9  Wash.  473,  37  Pac.  675,  43 
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tBe  lien  of  the  mortgagd  is  lost  and  the  proceeds  are  subject  to  attach- 
ment by  the  other  creditors  of  the  mortgagor.'*  It  has  been  held  that 
evidence  to  prove  that  the  trusts  in  a  deed  are  fraudulent,  and  that 
the  deed  was  executed  to  hinder  and  defraud  creditors,  is  not  admia* 
sible  to  show  that  the  grantee  has  a  beneficial  interest  in  ihe  property, 
liable  to  be  seized  and  sold  for  the  payment  of  his  debts,  since,  if  such 
trusts  are  fraudulent,  the  creditors  have  a  plain  and  ample  remedy 
in  a  court  of  chancery,  which  has  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  trusts 
and  trust  estates.'^ 

23.  Interest  of  Beneficiary  under  Trust  Deed. — There  are  authori- 
ties which  calry  the  principle  that  the  debtor  must  have  the  entire 
beneficial  interest  in  the  tmst  estate  to  its  ultimate  limit,  and  main- 
tain that  whenf  the  beneficial  interest  of  the  debtor  is  for  his  life  only, 
with  a  limitation  over  on  his  death,  it  is  not  subject  to  execution." 
Where,  however,  the  property  in  question  is  land,  and  the  cestui  que 
trust  for  life  is  the  sole  party  in  interest  during  that  period,  find  has 
the  power  of  disposition  and  the  right  to  possession  of  the  equitable 
estate,  such  a  life  estate  is  generally  deemed  to  be  subject  to  execution 
by  virtue  of  the  statute  of  29  Charles  II,  and  similar  statutes."*  Like- 
wise, it  seems  that  an  equitable  estate  for  life  in  land  is  attachable.^ 
Where  there  is  a  devise  of  real  and  personal  estate  in  trust  to  collect 
and  receive  the  rents,  issues,  interest,  and  income  therefrom,  and  after 
deducting  expenses,  to  pay  over  the  same  to  the  cestui  que  trust  for 
hia  own  use  and  benefit,  with  remainder  over,  the  income  for  life  under 
such  a  devise  becomes,  it  has  been  held,  the  absolute  property  of  the 
cestui  que  trust,  and  therefore  attachable  by  his  creditors.*  But  where 
in  a  trust  the  direction  for  payment  of  rents  and  profits  permits  such 
payment  to  be  made  or  not,  in  the  trustees'  discretion,  such  rents  and 
profits  until  paid  do  not  vest  in  the  beneficiary  so  as  to  be  subject  to 
attachment.'  Thus,  it  has  been  held,  the  interest  of  a  beneficiary 
under  a  trust  deed  is  not  subject  to  execution  when  the  estate  is  held 
by  trustees  with  the  power  to  take  and  keep  possession  thereof,  and  to 
apply  the  income  and  increase  to  the  support,  comfort,  and  education 
of  such  beneficiary,  so  far  as  may  be  required  for  such  purposes.* 
However,  property  which  may  become  that  of  a  judgment  debtor  for 
the  asking  must  be  regarded  as  his  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  the 

16.  Maier  v.  Freeman,  113  Cal.  8,  2.  Girard  Life  Ins.  etc.,  Co.  v. 
44  Pac.  357,  53  A.  S.  R.  151.  Chambers,  46  Pa.  St.  485,  86  Am.  Dee. 

17.  Smith  V.  McCann,  24  How.  398,  513. 

16  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  714.  3.  Meek  v.  Briggs,  87  la.  610,  54 

18.  See  preceding  paragraphs.  N.  W.  456,  43  A.  S.  R.  410;  Slattery 

19.  Battle  v.  Petway,  27  N.  C.  576,  v.  Wason,  151  Mass.  266,  23  N.  E. 
44  Am.  Dec.  59.  843,  21  A.  S.  R.  448,  7  L.R.A.  393. 

Note;  97  Am.  Dec  312.  Note:  86  Am.  Dec.  518. 

20.  McIIvaine  v.  Smith,  42  Mo.  45,  4.  Meek  v.  Briggs,  87  la.  610,  54 
97  Am.  Dec.  295  and  note.  N,  W,  466,  43  A.  S.  R.  410. 

1.  Note:  Ann,  Cas.  191 6C  788. 

126 


Digitized  by  Google 


17  R  C.  L. 


liEVT  AND  SEIZURE^ 


124 


demands  due  fvom  him  to  bis  oreditois,*  and  in  gmeral  a  person  can- 
not 80  tie  up  his  property  under  a  decui  of  trust  as  to  secure  himself 
an  income,  and  protect  the  property  from  future  creditors,*  for,  al- 
Uiough  the  latter  may  not  be  able  to  levy  on  it  at  law  as  in  cases  gen- 
erally where  a  debtor  has  an  interest  in  a  fund  arising  out  of  a 
compUcated  or  mixed  trust  they  may  reach  it  by  a  bill  in  equity^ 
Funds  in  the  hands  of  a  trustee  in  equity  are  not,  as  a  general  rule, 
liable  to  attachment  and  condemnation  until  the  share  of  the  debtor 
has  been  ascertained  by  a  statement  of  the  trustee's  trust  and  the 
settlement  of  his  final  account^ 

Chotea  in  Action 

24.  In  GeneraL — ^It  is  well  settled  that  mere  choses  in  action  and 

especially  such  as  are  evidenced  by  book  accounts*  are  not,  by  tbe 
common  law,  subject  to  seizure  and  sale  by  execution.^*  Thus,  a 
vendor  who  by  contract  subsequently  releases  his  trust  deed  for  the 
payment  of  instalments  of  the  purchase  price,  and  reserves  merely 
an  equitable  lien,  possesses  only  a  chose  in  action,  and  no  interest 
which  can  be  subjected  to  levy  and  sale  under  execution.^^  So,  it 
has  been  held,  the  right  of  an  insured  to  surrender  a  poli<gr  for  cash 
is  a  chose  in  action,  not  subject  to  levy  on  attachment  or  execution.** 
It  is,  however,  entirely  competent  for  the  legislature  of  a  state  to  make 
(^oses  in  action  subject  to  levy  under  execution.*'  And  accordingly 
by  statute  in  some  jurisdiotiims  the  debts  due  to  an  execution  debtor 
may  be  seized  and  sold  on  execution,  like  other  movaUe  property, 

6.  Ullman  v.  Cameron,  186  N.  Y,  Harris  v.  Murray,  28  N.  Y.  574,  86 

339,  78  N.  E.  1074,  U6  A.  S.  R.  553.  Am.  Dec.  268;  Smith  v.  United  States 

6.  Mebane  v.  Mebane,  39  N.  C.  131,  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  126  Tenn.  435,  150  S. 
44  Am.  Dec.  102 ;  Hutchinson  v.  Max-  W.  97,  Ann.  Cas.  1913E  196,  45  L.R.A. 
well,  100  Va.  169,  40  S.  E.  655,  93  (N.S.)  266;  Wiant  v.  Hays,  38  W.  Va. 
A.  S.  E.  944,  57  LJI.A.  384.    See  681,  18  S.  E.  807,  23  L.R.A.  82. 
generally,  Tbusts.  11.  Fallon  v.  Worthington,  13  Colo. 

7.  Note:  97  Am.  Dec.  314.  See  559,  22  Pac.  960,  16  A.  S.  R.  231, 
Creditobs'  Bills,  vol.  8,  p.  1.  6  L.R.A.  708. 

8.  Groome  v.  Lewis,  23  Md.  137,  87  12.  Taleott  v.  Field,  34  Neb.  611,  52 
Am.  Dec.  563.  N.  W,  400,  33  A.  S.  R.  662;  Day  v. 

9.  Rosenthal  v.  Dickerman,  98  Mich.  New  England  Life  Ins.  Co.,  Ill  Pa. 
208,  57  N.  W.  112,  39  A.  S.  R.  535,  St.  507,  4  AtL  748,  66  Am.  Rep.  297; 
22  L.R.A.  693.  Boissean     Baas,  100  Va.  207,  40  S. 

10.  Van  Ness  v.  Hyatt,  13  Pet.  294,  E.  647,  93  A.  S.  R.  956,  67  L.R.A. 
10  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  168;  Pennington  v.  380. 

YeU,  11  Aik.  212,  52  Am.  Dee.  262;  Note:  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  319. 
Bostick  V.  Keizer,  4  J.  J.  Marsh.  13.  Donovan  v.  Finn,  Hopkins  (N. 
(Ey.)  697,  20  Am.  Dee.  237;  Jooes  Y.)  59,  14  Am.  Dee.  531;  Smith  v. 
V.  Jones,  1  Bland  (Md.)  443,  18  Am.  United  States  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  126  Tenn. 
Deo.  327;  Spencer  v.  Blaisdell,  4  N.  435,  150  S.  W.  97,  Ann.  Cas.  1913K 
E.  198,  17  Am.  Dec.  412  (dictum) ;  196,  45  L.B.A.(N.S.)  266. 
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and  equally  with  the  immovable  property.'*  In  several  jurisdictions, 
moreover,  there  are  laws  of  attachment  or  garnishment,  by  which  a 
creditor  may  sequester  or  attach,  for  his  exdusive  benefit,  a  debt  due 
to  his  debtor.'*  But  in  all  cases  susih  attachments  have  been  intro- 
duced and  established  by  special  acts  of  the  legislature ;  this  proceed- 
ing being  unknown  to  the  common  law.'*  In  some  jurisdictions 
choses  in  action  may  be  reached  by  a  bill  in  equity  for  the  purpose 
of  subjecting  them  to  sequestration.'' 

25.  Notes. — ^The  authorities  are  practically  without  contradiction 
to  the  effect  that,  as  in  the  case  of  choses  in  action  generally,'^  a 
promissory  note,  negotiable  or  otherwise,  is  not  at  common  law  subject 
to  levy  and  sale  under  execution.'*  Since  therefore  attachment  is 
statutory  and  not  a  common  law  remedy  **  it  follows  that,  to  render 
a  note  subject  to  levy  and  seizure  under  either  attachment  or  execution 
it  must  come  within  tiie  terms  of  a  statute  on  the  subject.  In  a  number 
of  states  notes  have  been  specifically  declared  to  be  subject  to  levy  and 
seizure.  In  others,  however,  the  statutes  while  not  explicit  or  Gf)ecific 
on  the  point  have  been  so  construed  as  to  include  them.'  Thus, 
under  a  statute  providing  that  all  property  not  exempt  from  execution 
^all  be  subject  to  attachment,  and  that  personal  property  capable  of 
manual  delivery  and  not  in  the  possession  of  a  third  person  shall  be 
attached  by  the  taking  thereof  into  possession  by  the  sherifi',  it  has 
been  held  that  a  negotiable  promissory  note  is  within  the  meaning  of 
the  terms  "property"  and  "personal  property,"  used  in  the  statute, 

14.  Collier  v.  Stanbrough,  8  How.  Parent,  134  N.  Y.  527,  31  N.  E.  976, 
14,  12  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  324.  18  L.R.A.  240;  Goodwin  v.  Claytor, 

16.  Canal,  etc.,  Sts.  R.  Co.  v.  Hart,  137  N.  C.  224,  49  S.  E.  173,  107  A. 
114  U.  S.  654,  5  S.  Ct.  1127,  29  U.  S.  S.  R.  479,  67  L.R.A.  209;  Mover  v. 
(L.  ed.)  226;  Davis  v.  H.  B.  Claflin  Lobengeir,  4  Watts  (Pa.)  390,  28  Am. 
Co.,  63  Ark.  157,  38  S.  W.  662,  1117,  Dec.  723;  Norcross  v.  Franklin  Fire 
41  S.  W.  996,  58  A.  S.  R.  102,  35  Ins.  Co.,  17  Pa.  St.  429,  55  Am.  Dec. 
L.R.A.  776;  Wheatley  v.  Strobe,  12  571;  Hoyt  v.  Swift,  13  Vt.  129,  37 
Cal.  92,  73  Am.  Dee.  522;  Knox  v.  Am.  Dee.  586.  See  generally,  Gar- 
Protection  Ins.  Co.,  9  Conn.  4J0,  25  nishment,  vol.  12,  p.  771. 
Am.  Dec.  33;  Teeter  v.  Williams,  3  16.  Hitt  v.  Lacey,  3  Ala.  104,  36 
B.  Mon.  (Ky.)  562,  39  Am.  Dec.  485;  Am.  Dec.  440;  Donovan  v.  Finn, 
Whitney  v.  Munroe,  19  Me.  42,  36  Hopk.  {N.  Y.)  59,  14  Am.  Dec.  53L 
Am.  Dec.  733;  Williams  v.  Andro-  17.  Divine  v.  Harvie,  7  T.  B.  Mon. 
seoggin,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  36  Me.  201,  58  (Ky.)  439,  18  Am.  Dec.  194;  Grew  v. 
Am.  Dec.  742;  Farmers'  Bank  v.  Bea-  Breed,  12  Mete.  (Mass.)  363,  46  Am. 
ston,  7  GUI  &  J.  (Md.)  421,  28  Am.  Dec.  687;  Edmeston  v.  Lyde,  1  Paiga 
Dec.  226;  Oldham  v.  Lodbetter,  1  How.  (N.  Y.)  637,  19  Am.  Dec.  454.. 
(Miss.)  43,  26  Am.  Dec.  690;  Weil  v.  18.  See  the  next  preceding  para- 
Tyler,  38  Mo.  545,  90  Am.  Dec.  441;  graph, 

Wyeth  Hardware,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Lang,      19.  Lowremore  v.  Berry,  19  Ala. 
127  Mo.  242,  29  S.  W.  1010,  48  A.  130,"  54  Am.  Dec.  188. 
S.  R.  626,  27  L.R.A.  651;  In  re  Daw-      Note:  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1235. 
son,  110  N.  Y.  114,  17  N.  E.  668,  6     20.  See  Attachment,  vol.  2,  p.  801. 
A.  S.  R.  34G;  Capital  City  Bank  v.     1.  Note:  14  L.ILA.(N.S.)  1235. 

128 


Digitized  by  Google 


17  B.  C.  U 


LEVY  ASD  8EIZUBB 


and  therefore  sabject  to  levy  and  sale  thereunder.*    As  a  general 

proposition,  it  may  be  said  that  in  a  majority  of  jurisdictions  promis- 
sory notes  are  considered  as  property,  debts,  rights,  or  credits  within- 
the  meaning  of  attachment  laws,  and  are  subject  to  attachment,  both 
before  and  after  maturity,  when  in  the  hands  of  the  maker,  payee,  or 
person  holding  them  for  the  payee,  at  the  suit  of  a  creditor  of  the 
payee.'  In  some  jurisdictions,  however,  it  has  been  held  that  a  promis- 
sory note  is  not  liable  to  seizure  and  sale  under  attachment,*  at  least 
prior  to  maturity.*  Moreover,  on  the  principle  that  property  is  in 
that  state  where  the  maker  of  the  note  resides,  and  not  in  the  state 
where  the  note  is  held,  it  has  been  held  that  the  seizure  and  sale  of 
an  unindorsed  promissory  note  payable  to  order,  in  one  state,  under 
attachment  proceedings  against  the  payee  as  an  absconding  debtor, 
will  not  divest  his  property  in  the  debt,  evidenced  by  the  note,  in 
another  state,  where  the  maker  resides.*  It  is  of  course  well  settled 
that  an  attachment  is  unavailable  against  a  bona  fide  holder  for  value 
of  negotiable  paper,  who  obtains  it  before  maturity  and  without  notice.' 
The  general  question  whether  a  promissory  note  held  by  a  debtor  may 
by  process  of  garnishment  be  subjected  to  the  payment  of  a  claim  in 
suit  or  a  judgment  is  treated  fully  elsewhere.* 

26.  Shares  of  Stock. — A  share  of  stock  is  in  the  nature  of  a  chose^ 
in  action,  and  at  common  law  a  chose  in  action  could  not  be  reached 
by  or  made  subject  to  a  levy  of  execution.*  Consequently,  it  has  been 
uniformly  held  by  the  courts  that  at  common  law  a  levy  of  execution 
could  not  be  made  on  shares  of  stock.'*  Attachment,  being  a  purely 
stetutory  remedy,  reaches  only  such  property  as  is  made  subject  to  it 
by  the  statute.**  Hence,  if  the  statutes  governing  the  remedy  by 
attachment  do  not  make  ^ares  of  stock  liable  under  it,  it  is  clear  that 
they  cannot  be  subjected  to  the  payment  of  debts  by  such  proceeding.*^ 
In  many  jurisdicUons,  however,  it  is  expressly  providoi  by  statute 

2.  Fishbuzn       Londershansen,  60  7.  Ayott  v.  Smith,  40  Vt.  532,  94 

Ore.  363,  92  Pac.  1060,  15  Ann.  Caa.  Am.  Dec  4S9. 

975,  14  L.B.A.(N.S.)  1234.  Note:  16  Azm.  Gas.  980. 

S.  Saveiy  v.  Hays,  20  la.  26,  89  8.  See  Gaknishubkt,  toI.  12,  p.  789 

Am.  Dee.  511;  Sheets  v.  Calver,  14  et  seq. 

La.  449,  33  Am.  Deo.  593;  Skinner  9.  See  supra,  par.  24. 

Yt  Moore,  19  N.  C.  138,  30  Am.  Dec.  10.  Feige  v.  Burt,  118  Mich.  243, 

165;  Fishbnm  v.  LonderahauaeD,  50  77  N.  W.  928,  74  A.  S.  R.  390;  Denton 

Ore.  383,  92  Pac.  1060,  15  Ann.  Caa.  v.  UTingston,  9  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  96, 

975  and  note,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1234  6  Am.  Dec.  264;  Keating  v.  J.  Stone, 

and  note;  Ayott  v.  Smith,  40  Vt.  532,  etc.,  live-Stock  Co.,  83  Tex.  467,  18 

94  Am.  Dec.  429.  S.  W.  797,  29  A.  S.  R;  670;  Lipscomb 

4.  Notes:  14  L.R.A.(N.8.)  1236;  15  v.  Condon,  56  W.  Va.  416,  49  S.  E. 
Ann.  Caa.  981.  392,  107  A.  8.  R.  938,  67  L.R.A.  670. 

5.  Hnbbard  v.  Williams,  1  Minn.  11.  See  Attachment,  vol.  2,  p.  801. 
64,  55  Am.  Dec.  66.  12.  Armour  Bros.  Banking  Co.  v. 

6.  Owen  v.  Miller,  10  Ohio  St.  136,  St.  Louis  Nat.  Bank,  113  Mo.  12,  20 
76  Am.  Dec.  502.  S.  W.  690,  36  A.  S.  B.  691;  Lipscomb' 
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that  any  share  or  interest  of  a  stockholder  in  any  joint-stock  company 
may  be  taken  in  execution  *•  or  attachment**  On  the  other  hand,  it 
has  been  held  that  if  an  officer  having  an  execution  can  ascertain  the 
number  of  shares  of  stock  in  a  corporation  owned  by  the  debtor,  he 
may  levy  bis  execution  on  so  many  of  them  as  may  be  proper  to 
satisfy  it,  but  without  such  knowledge  he  cannot  make  a  lawful  levy 
or  sale.**  The  capital  stock  of  a  ditch  company  is  not  exempt  from 
levy  and  sale  on  the  ground  that  the  ditch  is  used  to  convey  water  to 
land  entered  under  homestead  laws.**  But  it  has  been  held  that  shares 
of  stock  in  an  incorporated  sporting  club  cannot  be  levied  on  and  sold 
on  execution,  under  a  statute  providing  for  such  sale  of  shares  in  acy 
"bank,  insurance  company  or  any  other  joint-stock  company,"  where 
the  dub  is  not  compelled  to  issue  any  shares  of  stock,  although  it  has 
done  so,  and,  having  provided  for  their  transfer,  has  also  provided 
that  ownfflrahip  thereof  shall  not  entitle  a  person  to  any  of  the  privileges 
of  the  club,  unless  he  be  duly  elected  a  member.*^  It  is  well  settled 
that  for  purposes  of  execution  or  attachment,  the  situs  of  shares  of 
stock  is  within  the  state  where  the  corporation  resides,  and  that  they 
may  lawfully  be  levied  on  in  such  state  though  owned  by  a  nonresi- 
dent.*® Likewise,  it  has  been  held  that  the  stock  of  a  corporation 
formed  in  one  state  but  existing  as  a  domestic  corporation  in  another 
state  is  subject  to  attachment  in  the  latter  state,  against  a  nonresident 

V.  Condon,  56  W.  Va.  416,  49  S.  E.  49  S.  E.  392,  107  A.  S.  R.  938,  67 

392,  107  A.  S.  R.  938,  67  L.R.A.  670,  L.R.A.  670. 

18.  West  Coast  Safety  Faucet  Co.  In  the  absence  of  eontiollmg  stat- 

V.  Wulff,  133  Cal.  315,  65  Poe.  622,  ates,  however,  a  porehas^  of  the  eap- 

85  A.  S.  R.  171;  Straby-Estabrooh  ital  aUnik  of  a  corporation  for  a  valn- 

Hercantile  Co.  v.  Davi&  IS  Colo.  93,  able  consideration,  in  the  absimee  of 

31  Pac.  495,  36  A.  S.  B.  266;  Feige  fraud,  is  protected  against  subsequent 

V.  Burt,  118  Mich.  243,  77  N.  W.  928,  attachment  or  execution  issued  against 

74  A.  S.  R.  390;  Princeton  Bank  v.  bis  grantor  although  he  failed  to  have 

Crozer,  22  N.  J.  L.  383,  53  Am.  Deo.  his  asdgmnent  recorded  on  the  books 

254  and  note;  Voorhes  v.  Terhune,  50  of  the  corporation.    Mapleton  Bank 

N.  J.  L.  147,  13  Atl.  391,  7  A.  S.  R.  v.  Standrod,  8  Idaho  740,  71  Pac.  119, 

781;  Deal  v.  Boffue,  20  Pa.  St.  228,  57  67  L.R.A.  656  and  note;  Everitt  v. 

Am.  Dec.  702  (discussed  not  decided).  Farmers,  etc..  Bank,  82  Neb.  191,  117 

14.  Pacific  Nat.  Bank  v.  Western  N.  W.  401,  20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  996  and 
Pac.  R.  Co.,  157  Cal.  573,  108  Pac.  note;  State  Banking,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Tay- 
676,  21  Ann.  Cas.  1391,  27  L.R.A.  !or,  25  S.  D.  577,  127  N.  W.  590.  29 
(N.S.)  987;  Barber  v.  Morgan,  84  L.R.A.(N.S.)  523  and  note.  See  Cor- 
Coun.  618,  80  Atl.  791,  Ann.  Cas.  ix>ration8,  voL  7,  p.  196. 
1912D  951;  Mapleton  Bank  v.  Stand-  15.  Keating  v.  J.  Stone,  etc..  Live- 
rod,  8  Idaho  740,  71  Pae.  119,  67  Stock  Co.,  83  Tex.  467, 18  S.  W.  797, 
L.R.A.  656;  Nicollet  Nat.  Bank  v.  City  29  A.  S.  R,  670. 

Bank,  38  Minn.  85,  35  N.  \V.  577,  8  16.  Struby-Estabrook  Mercantile  Co. 

A.  S.  R.  643;  Everitt  v.  Farmers,  etc.,  v.  Davis,  18  Colo.  93,  31  Pac.  495, 

Bank,  82  Neb.  191,  117  N.  W.  401,  20  36  A.  S.  R.  266. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  996;  Beckwith  v.  Bur-  17.  Lyon  v.  Denison,  80  Mich.  371, 

rough,  14  R.  I.  366,  51  Am.  Rep.  392 ;  45  N.  W.  358,  8  L.R.A.  358. 

Lipscomb  v.  Condon,  56  W.  Va.  416,  18.  Barber  v.  Uoigan,  84  Conn.  616, 
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owner,  although  the  certificates  are  in  hia  pc^session  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  state.**  But  on  the  ground  that  stock  certificates  are  only  the 
evidence  of  ownership  of  stock,  not  the  stock  itself,  it  seems  to  have 
been  very  generally  held  that  shares  of  stock  in  a  foreign  corporation 
cannot  be  attached  by  levying  an  attachment  on  the  certificates  of 
such  stock  in  the  state  where  suit  is  brought**  The  reversionary 
interest  in  certifieatea  of  stock  in  a  foreign  corporation,  owned  by  a 
nonresident  and  pledged  to  a  reeddent  for  payment  of  a  debt,  has, 
however,  been  held  to  be  subject  to  attachment  for  claims  against  the 
nonresident  owner.  ^ 

27.  Corporate  Bonds  as  Subject  of  Attachment  as  Tangible  Prop- 
erty.— ^It  has  been  held  that  corporate  bonds  are  not  subject  to  attach- 
ment under  trustee  process,  for  the  reafion  that  they  are  not  property, 
but  only  the  evidence  of  a  right  to  demand  property.  Similarly  it 
has  been  decided  that  interest  coupons  attached  to  bonds  in  the 
hands  of  one  as  collateral  are  choses  in  action  which  can  neither 
be  attached  on  the  writ  in  trustee  process  nor  sold  on  execution.*  By 
statute  in  some  jurisdictions,  however,  it  is  provided  that  corporate 
■bonds  are  property  and  as  such  are  liable  to  attachment  Moreover, 
it  has  been  determined  that  registered  bonds  of  a  foreign  corporation 
belonging  to  a  nonresident,  but  registered  in  the  name  of  another, 
are  attachable  for  his  debt  in  the  hands  of  custodians,  where  the  court 
has  jurisdiction  of  himself  and  the  registered  owner,  and  may  at  any 
time  acquire  jurisdiction  of  the  custodians,  under  a  statute  providing 
that  any  kind  of  property  or  credits  belonging  to  the  defendant,  in 
the  plaintiff's  own  hands  or  in  the  hands  of  anyone  else,  may  be 
attached.* 

28.  Judgments  as  Subject  to  Levy  and  Sale  under  Execution. — 
The  holdings  of  the  courts  on  the  question  whetha*  a  judgment  is  sub- 
ject, to  levy  and  sale  imder  an  execution  are  not  in  accord,  much 
depending,  in  the  decision  of  the  question,  on  the  provisions  of  the 
various  statutes  as  to  what  property  is  subject  to  execution  and  sale. 
At  common  law,  of  course,  a  judgment  being  a  thing  in  action  could 
not  be  levied  on  by  execution,*  and  this  view  is  still  maintained  by 
many  courts  who  hold  that  the  fact  that  a  debt  is  evidenced  by  a 

80  At!.  791,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  951  and  Note:  55  L.R.A.  796  et  seq. 

note.  1.  Simpson  v.  Jersey  City  Contract- 

19.  Ycung  V.  South.  Tredegar  Iron  ing  Co.,  l6o  N.  Y.  193,  58  N.  E.  8D6. 
C«.,  85  Tenn.  1S9,  2  8.  W.  202,  4  A.  55  L.R.A.  796.  But  compare  Winslov 
S.  R.  752.  V,  Fletcher,  53  Conn.  390,  4  Atl.  260, 

20.  Winslow  v.  Fletcher,  53  Conn.  55  Am.  Rep.  122,  which  apparently 
390,  4  Atl.  250,  55  Am.  Rep.  122;  reaches  a  contrary  eonclnsion. 
Annour  Bros.  Banking  Co.  V.  St.  Louis  2.  Note:  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  421,  422. 
Kst.  Bank,  113  Mo.  12,  20  S.  W.  690,  3.  De  Beam  v.  De  Beam,  115  Md. 
35  A.  S.  B.  691;  Ireland  v.  Globe  Mill-  668,  81  AtL  223,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  421, 
ing,  ete.,  Co.,  19  R.  I.  180,  32  Atl.  4.  See  supra,  par.  24. 

921,  61  A.  S.  R.  756,  29  L.R.A.  429. 
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judgment  does  not  make  it  anything  more  or  less  than  a  debt  or  more 

capable  of  manual  delivery  than  it  would  be  if  not  so  evidenced. 
Accordingly,  it  is  said,  a  judgment  can  be  reached  only  by  the  statu- 
tory remedy  of  garnishment,  and  cannot  be  levied  on  and  sold  under 
an  execution  or  an  attachment.'  Under  the  statutes  of  other  juris- 
dictions, however,  judgments  are  either  construed  to  be  personal  prop- 
erty or  it  is  expressly  provided  that  they  may  be  levied  on  and  sold 
under  execution  in  the  same  manner  as  any  other  personalty,'  and 
it  has  even  been  held  that  a  party  may  attach  the  amount  of  a  judg- 
ment against  himself.'  In  such  cases  the  remedy  by  garnishment  of 
the  judgment  debtor  is  deemed  to  be  merely  cumulative,  it  being  said 
that  there  is  no  reason  to  compel  a  judgment  creditor  to  resort  to  the 
delay  of  the  garnishment  process  in  order  to  ascertain  a  credit  belong- 
ing to  his  debtor,  when  evidence  of  tliat  incorporeal  rieht  i^pears  on 
the  public  records  in  the  form  of  a  judgment  or  suit.^  It  has  been 
determined  that  a  judgment  may  be  levied  on  under  execution  by  a 
notification  of  seizure  by  the  sheriff  to  the  judgmrat  debtor,  although, 
it  has  been  held,  the  former  has  no  right  to  seize  the  record  of  judg- 
ment and  disturb  the  possession  of  tiie  clerk,  its  legal  custodian.* 


29.  Equities  of  Redemption. — ^In  strict  common  law  theory  a  mort- 
gagee is  the  legal  owner  of  the  mortgaged  property,  and  the  mortgagor 
has  no  estate  in  the  premises,  after  condition  broken,  but  only  an 
equitable  right  to  redeem  them.^*  Since,  however,  at  common  law 
equitable  interests  were  not  liable  to  execution,**  a  mortgagor's  equity 
of  redemption  in  land  was  not  subject  to  be  levied  on  or  seized  in 
satisfaction  of  his  debts."  This  strict  common  law  principle  exempt- 
ing an  equity  of  redemption  from  levy  and  sale  has  been  adopted  by 
a  few  courts  in  the  United  States; "  but  even  in  such  cases  it  seems 
that  when  the  debt  is  fully  paid,  the  mortgagee  is  regarded  a?  holding 
the  naked  legal  title  for  the  debtor  who  has  the  whole  beneficioi 

6.  Dore  v.  Dougherty,  72  Cal.  232,     7.  Grayson  v.  Veeehe,  12  Mart.  0. 
13  Pac.  232, 1  A.  S.  R.  48;  Osboni  v.  S.  (La.)  688.  13  Am.  Dee.  384. 
Cloud,  23  la.  104,  92  Am.  Dec.  418     8.  Mote:  92  Am.  Dec.  416. 


Compare  Norton  v.  Winter,  1  Ore.     10.  See  MtntTQAGBS. 
47,  62  Am.  Dec.  297,  wherein  it  is     11.  See  snpra,  par.  18. 
held  that  a  judgment  cannot  even  foe     12.  Tan  Ness  v.  Hyatt,  13  Pet.  294, 
garnished.  10  U.  S.  (U  ed.)  168. 

6.  Stockton  T.  Ford,  11  How.  232,  13.  Van  Ness  v.  Hyatt.  13  Pet.  294, 
13  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  676;  Acme  Harvest-  10  XT.  S.  (L.  ed.)  IGS;  Combs  v. 
ing  Mach.  Co.  v.  Hinkley,  23  S.  D.  Young,  4  Yeig.  (Tenn.)  218,  26  Am. 
509,  122  N.  W.  482,  21  Ann.  Caa.  Dec.  22S. 


Mortgaged  or  Pledged  Property 


and  note. 


Note:  21  Ann.  Cas.  745,  746 


9.  Hanna  Bry,  5  La.  Ann.  651, 
52  Am.  Dec.  606. 


743  and  note. 
Note:  92  Am.  Dec.  416. 


Notes:  97  Am.  Doe.  308;  11  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  209,  210. 
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interest,  which  is  subject  to  levy  and  sale  on  execution.^^  In  most. 
jurisdictions  to-day,  however,  courts  of  law  have,  by  a  gradual  and 
almost  insensible  progress,  adopted  the  viecws  of  courts  of  equity  on 
the  subject  of  mortgages,  regarding  the  mortgagor  a&  the  owner  of 
the  mortgaged  land  and  treating  the  mortgage  as  a  mere  secuiily 
or  pledge,  a  Hen  or  incumbrance  on  the  land,  giving  the  creditor  no 
actual  proper^  in  the  premises,  but  merely  a  right  to  have  them 
sold,  according  to  prescribed  forms,  and  the  proceeds  applied  to  the 
satisfaction  of  Che  debt  Under  such  a  view  of  course  the  rule  prevails 
extensively  that  an  equity  of  redemption  is  leviable  as  real  property 
under  an  attachment  or  on  an  execution  at  law,^*  and  this  equitable 
rule  has  in  many  states  he&a  definitely  established  by  express  statu- 
tory enactment.^*  Under  this  rule  an  estate  may  be  mortgaged  for 
thrice  its  value,  but  being  still  in  the  debtor,  it  stands  in  lieu  of  his 
person,  and  is  subject  to  attachment,  notwithstanding  that  when  mar- 
shaled the  attaching  creditor  may  find  nothing  for  his  share.^'  It 
has  been  held  that  a  deed  absolute,  to  secure  a  debt,  does  not  transfer 
the  legal  title  from  the  grantor,  but  it  may  be  levied  on  under  execu- 
tion against  him.^^  The  weight  of  authority,  in  considering  the  right 
to  levy  an  execution  on  a  grantor's  interest  in  property  conveyed  by 
a  deed,  absolute  on  its  face,  iHit  in  fact  a  mortgage,  seems  to  hold, 
however,  that  the  legal  title  passes  with  the  deed  to  the  grantee,  and 
that,  if  the  grantor  has  any  rights  in  such  property  subject  to  levy, 
it  is  his  mere  equitable  right  to  redeem.^* 

30.  Mortgagee's  Right  to  Levy  on  Equity  of  Redemption. — ^In  sev- 
eral cases  it  has  been  held  that  a  mortgagee  may  levy  an  execution 
for  his  debt  on  the  mortgaged  land  and  that  a  sale  thereunder  will 
discharge  the  mortgage  and  vest  a  complete  and  indefeasible  title  in 
the  purchaser.**   The  general  rule,  however,  appears  to  be  that  a 

14.  Wolfe  V.  Doe,  13  Smedes  &  M.     16.  Carter  v.  Smith,  142  Ala.  414, 

(Miss.)  103,  51  Am.  Dec.  147.  38  So.  184,  110  A.  S.  R.  36;  Punder- 

15.  Van  Ness  v.  Hyatt,  13  Pet.  294,  son  v.  Brown,  1  Day  (Conn.)  93,  2 
10  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  168;  People  v.  Palm-  Am.  Dec.  53  and  note;  Seaman  v.  Hax, 
er,  46  in.  398,  95  Am.  Dec.  418;  Julian  14  Colo.  536,  24  Pac.  536,  9  L.B.A. 
V.  Bell,  26  Ind.  220,  89  Am.  Dec.  460;  341;  Roberts  v.  Huphee,  81  lU.  130, 
Bullard  v.  Hinklev,  6  Greenl.  (Me.)  25  Am.  Rep.  270;  Benson  v.  Smith, 
289,  20  Am.  Dec.  304;  Lunt  v.  Cook,  42  Me.  414,  66  Am.  Dec.  285;  liver- 
175  Mass.  1,  55  N.  E.  468,  78  A.  S.  more  v.  Boutell,  11  Gray  (Mass.)  217, 
R.  472;  Trimm  v.  Mnrah,  54  N.  Y.  599,  71  Am.  Dec.  708. 

13  Am.  Rep.  623;  Commercial  Bank      17.  Schatzill  v.  Bolton,  2  McCord 
V  Weatern  Reserve  Bank,  11  Ohio  444.  L.  (S.  C.)  478,  13  Am.  Dec.  748., 
38  Am.  Dee.  739;  In  re  Tower,  9      18.  Flynn  v.  Holmes,  146  Mich.  606, 
Watta  A  S.  (Pa.)  103,  42  Am.  Dec.  108  N.  W.  685,  11  L.R.A.(N,S.)  209 
319;  Baker  r.  Clepper,  26  Tex.  629,  and  note. 

84  Am.  Dec.  591;  Swift  v.  Dean,  11  19.  Note:  11  L.RJL.(N.S.)  209  et 
Vt.  323,  34  Am.  Dee.  693.  seq. 

Notes:  97  Am.  Dec.  308;  Ann.  Cas.     20.  Note:  11  Am.  Dee.  194,  105. 
1918C  789. 
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•  mortgagee  cannot  levy  on  and  sell  the  equity  of  redemption  in  the 
mortgaged  premises  under  an  execution  issued  on  a  judgment  at  law 
for  the  recovery  of  the  mortgage  debt,*  although  of  course  there  is  no 
question  but  that  a  mortgagee,  if  he  holds  a  demand  against  the 
mortgagor  independent  of  the  mortgage,  has  the  same  right  that  other 
creditors  have  to  secure  it  by  the  attachment  and  sale  of  the  equity.* 
The  genera]  doctrine  is  not,  however,  applicable  where  the  debt  and 
the  mortgage  are  in  difTerent  hands,  as  where  the  debt  has  been  trans- 
ferred without  an  as^gnment  of  the  mortgage.  It  has  accordingly 
been  held  that  where  one  of  several  negotiable  notes,  secured  by  a 
mortgage,  is  transferred  without  an  assignment  of  the  mortgage,  the 
indorsee  may  attach  the  equity  of  redemption,  and  sell  the  same 
under  execution  in  an  action  against  the  promisor,  it  being  said  that 
in  such  a  case  mortgagors  may  protect  themselves  from  having  their 
time  of  redemption  reduced  by  giving  bonds,  or  notes  not  negotiable, 
instead  of  negotiable  notes,  which  have  become  so  common  a  medium 
of  business  that  their  efficacy  ought  not  to  be  restrained.* 

31.  Mortgagee's  Interest  is  Land. — In  accordance  with  the  modem 
view  that  a  mortgage  is  a  mere  security  for  the  payment  of  the  debt 
for  which  it  is  given,  it  is  very  generally  held  that  a  mortgagee,  before 
foreclosure,  has  no  int^^t  in  the  land  which  can  be  sold  on  execu- 
tion, his  interest  being  a  mere  chose  in  action,  a  debt  secured  by  a 
pledge  of  real  estate,  which  cannot  be  sold  separate  from  the  debt.* 
Similarly,  prior  to  foreclosure,  the  interest  of  a  mortgagee  in  lands 
is  not  subject  to  attachment.* 

32.  Mortgagor's  Interest  in  Chattel. — The  decisions  in  the  different 
states  on  the  question  whether  a  mortgagor  of  personal  property  while 
the  mortgage  debt  remains  unpaid  has  anything  left  subject  to  execu- 
tion at  law  are  in  a  state  of  conflict.  At  common  law  by  a  mortgage 
of  personal  property  the  title  passes,  and  the  mortgagor  has  only  the 
equitable  right  to  reclaim  it  on  payment.  Since,  however,  at  common 
law  equitable  interests  in  personalty  were  not  liable  to  be  taken  in 
execution,'  the  \'iew  has  been  entertained  by  those  courts  adopting 
the  common  law  rule  that  mortgaged  chattels  even  though  they  are 
in  the  possession  of  the  mortgagor  are  not  subject  to  seizure  on  attach- 
ment or  execution  by  the  creditors  of  the  mortgagor.'   Other  courts 

1.  Atkins  T.  Sawyer,  1  Pick.  (Mass.)  143,  62  Am.  Dee.  646  and  note;  Morris 
351,  11  Am.  Dec.  188  and  note.  v.  Mowatt,  2  Paige  (N.  Y.)  686,  22 

2.  Seaman  v.  Hax,  14  Colo.  536,  24  Am.  Dec.  661;  Trinun  v.  Mazah,  54 
Pac.  461,  g  L.R.A.  341;  Atkins  v.  N.  Y.  599, 13  Am.  Bep.  623. 
Sawyer,  1  Pick.  (Mass.)  351,  11  Am.  5.  Brown  v.  Bates,  55  Me.  520,  92 
Dec.  188.  Am.  Dec.  613;  Columbia  Bank  v.  Ja- 

3.  Crane  v.  Mareb,  4  Pick.  (Mass.)  cobs,  10  Mich.  349,  81  Am.  Dee.  792. 
131,  16  Am.  Dec.  329  and  note.  6.  See  supra,  par.  18. 

Note:  11  Am.  Dec.  197.  7.  Jennings  v.  McIIroy,  42  Ark.  236, 

4.  McLaughlin  v.  Shepherd,  32  Me.  48  Am.  Rep.  61;  Holbrook  v.  Baker, 
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adopting  the  equitable  rule  that  the  estate  in  the  mortgagor  should 
be  regarded  as  the  legal  estate,  subject  in  his  hands,  and  prima  facie 
in  the  hands  of  all  claiming  under  him  by  subsequent  title,  to  the 
charge  or  incumbrance  of  the  mortgage,  have  held  that  equities  of 
redemption  in  mortgaged  chattels  remaining  in  the  possession  of  the 
mortgagor  are  subject  to  levy  under  an  execution  against  him,*  al- 
though even  then,  it  has  becoi  held,  the  mortgagor  must  be  entitled 
to  the  possession  under  an  agreement  to  that  effect,  and  not  merely 
by  permission.*  In  some  cases  mortgaged  chattels  have  been  seized 
and  sold  under  execution  against  the  mortgagor  even  after  condition 
broken,!*  but  generally  in  those  states  which  have  adopted  the  equi- 
table idea  of  property  in  the  mortgagor,  and  held  equities  of  redemp* 
tion  in  chattels  subject  to  execution,  tlie  doctrine  does  not  seem  to 
have  been  carried  further  than  to  hold  that  where  the  mortgagor 
himself  has  the  right  of  possession  for  a  definite  time,  as  for  instance 
till  default,  the  right  of  possession,  to  that  extent,  is  the  subject  of 
levy  and  sale,  but  liiat  after  default  the  mortgagor  has  no  interest 
in  the  mortgaged  property  that  can  be  levied  on  and  sold  on  execution 
against  him,  even  though  it  remains  in  his  possession.^^  Hence, 
where,  after  levy  in  such  a  case,  the  property  is  subsequently  seized 
by  the  sheriff,  acting  as  the  agent  of  the  mortgagee,  and  sold  for  more 
than  enough  to  satisfy  the  mortgage,  the  judgment  creditor  is  not 
entitled  to  the  surplus  arising  from  the  sale,  but  the  title  to  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  is  in  the  mortgagee,  subject  to  an  accounting  with 
the'mortgagor.**  A  chattel  mortgage  which  authorizes  the  mortgagee 
at  any  time  before  default,  if  he  deem  himself  insecure,  to  take  posses- 
sion and  sell,  gives  to  the  mortgagor  the  right  of  possession  in  the 
mean  time,  and  until  the  mortf^agee  exercises  his  right  to  take  posses- 
sion, the  possession  is  in  the  mortgagor,  and  his  interest  is  subject  to 
attachment  But  if  the  mortgagee  before  judgment  in  the  attachment 

5  Greenl.  (Me.)  309, 17  Am.  Dec.  236;  Eq.  (S.  C.)  222,  94  Am.  Dee.  164. 
Badlam  t.  Tucker,  1  Pick.  (Mass.)  11.  Jennings  v.  Mcllroy,  42  Ark. 
389,  11  Am.  Dec.  202;  Haven  v.  Low,  236.  48  Am.  Rep.  61  (discussed,  not 
2  N,  H,  13,  9  Am.  Dec.  25.  diK-ided) ;  Raokine  v.  Greer,  38  Kan. 

Note:  11  Ann.  Cas.  670.  343,  16  Pac.  685,  5  A.  S.  R.  751; 

8.  Ex  parte  Logan,  185  Ala.  525,  Tannahill  v.  Tuttle,  3  Mich.  104,  61 
64  So.  570,  Ann.  Cas.  1916C  405,  51  Am.  Dec.  480;  Hall  v.  Sampson,  35 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  1068;  Monmouth  Sec-  N.  Y.  274,  91  Am.  Dec.  56;  Hathaway 
ond  Nat.  Bank  v.  Gilbert,  174  III.  485,  v.  Bravman,  42  N.  Y.  322, 1  Am.  Rep. 
51  N.  E.  584,  66  A.  S.  R.  306  and  524;  Manchester  v.  Tibbotta,  121  N.  Y. 
note;  Mueller  v.  Prove,  80  Mich.  475,  223,  24  N.  E.  304,  18  A.  S.  R.  816; 
45  N.  W.  498,  20  A.  S.  R.  525;  Mc-  Leadbetter  v.  Leadbetter,  125  N.  Y. 
Knight  V.  Gordon,  13  Rich.  Eq.  (S.  290,  26  N.  E.  265,  21  A.  S.  R.  738; 
C.)  222,  94  Am.  Dec  164.  Ex  parte  Lorenx,  32  S.  C.  365,  11  S. 

Note:  11  Ann.  Cas.  670.  E.  206,  17  A.  S.  R.  862. 

g.  TannahiU  v.  Tnttle,  3  Uich.  104,     Note :  50  A.  S.  R.  307. 
61  Am.  Dec  480.  12.  Ex  parte  Lorenz,  32  S.  C.  365, 

10.  McKnight  v.  Gordon,  13  Bieh.  11  S.  E.  206,  17  A.  S.  R.  862. 
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suit  goes  into  possession,  the  mortgagor's  interest  terminates,  and  can- 
not be  sold  under  execution  in  the  attachment  suit.''  A  mortgagee 
of  chattels  cannot  maintain  replevin  against  a  sheriff  seizing  the  same 
on  fi.  fa,  against  the  mortgagor  while  they  are  in  the  latter's  possession, 
even  though  he  threatens  to  sell  in  disregard  of  the  mortgagee's  title. 
Some  tortious  act  is  necessary  to  constitute  the  sh^ff  a  trespasser  ab 
initio  in  such  a  case,  and  a  mere  threat  to  sell  the  propfflty  absolutely 
is  not  sufficient." 

33.  Levy  on  Chattel  in  Mortgagee's  Possession. — Although  prop- 
erty embraced  irf  a  chattel  mortgage  can  be  levied  on  where  the  mort-. 
gagor  is  in  possession,^*  it  cannot  as  a  general  rule  be  levied  on  against 
the  mortgagor  while  the  mortgagee  is  in  possession.**  A  fortiori, 
mortgaged  personal  property  cannot  be  seized  and  taken  from  a  mort- 
gagee after  it  has  been  surrendered  to  him  to  sell  in  satisfaction  of  the 
mortgage.  He  then  is  more  than  a  mortgagee,  and  stands  as  a  bailee 
as  to  the  surplus  over  and  above  the  mortgage  debt.  His  possession 
is  rightful,  and,  being  acquired  before  the  issuance  of  the  execution, 
cannot  be  disturbed  under  it"  But  if  a  mortgage  of  chattels  con- 
tains a  statement  that  the  mortgagors  are  in  possession  of  the  prop- 
erty and  are  lawfully  possessed  thereof  as  their  own  property,  the 
mortgagee  is  estopped  to  urge,  as  against  creditors  of  the  mortgagor, 
•that  the  latter  was  not  in  posFession  of  such  property.'*  In  some  juris- 
dictions the  interest  of  a  mortgagor  in  mortgaged  chattels  in  possession 
of  the  mortgagee  may  be  levied  on  under  execution,  but  they  cannot 
be  taken  from  the  mortgagee  without  an  offer  to  pay  the  mortgage 
debt.'*  Where  a  mortgagee  of  chattels  brings  trespass  against  an 
officer  who  levied  on  part  of  them  while  in  plaintiff's  possession  by 
virtue  of  an  attachment  against  the  mortgagor,  and  the  defendant 
claims  that  enough  property  was  left  in  the  plaintiff's  possession  to 
satisfy  the  mortgage,  plaintiff  may  show  that  a  part  of  the  property- 
left  with  him  did  not  bdong  to  the  mortgagor,  but  to  a  third  person.** 

34.  Duty  to  Pay  or  Secure  Mortgage  Debt  on  Levy  on  Mortgaged 
Property. — In  some  jurisdictions  the  statutes  expressly  provide  that 
mortgaged  personal  property  may  be  taken  on  attachment  or  execu- 
tion issued  against  the  mortgagor,  if  the  officer,  or  the  attachment  or 

13.  Hall  V.  Sampson,  36  N.  Y.  274,  to  bailee's  xi^ts,  see  infra,  par.  51. 
91  Am.  Dee.  66.  18.  Monmouth  Second  Nat.  Bank  v. 

14.  Fngate  v.  Clarkson,  2  B.  Mon.  Gilbert,  174  III  486,  61  N.  E.  6S4, 
(Ky.)  41,  36  Am.  Deo.  589..  66  A.  S.  B.  306. 

15.  See  preceding  paragraph.  19.  Tapley  v.  Buttezfield,  1  Mete. 

16.  Monmouth  Second  Nat.  Bank  v.  (Mass.)  615,  35  Am.  Dec.  374  and 
Gilbert,  174  111.  485,  61  N.  £.  584,  note;  Fox  v.  Cronan,  47  N.  J.  L.  493, 
66  A.  S.  E.  306;  Manchester  v.  Tib-  2  Atl.  444,  4  AiL  314»  64  Am.  Rep. 
iietts,  121  N.  Y.  210,  24  N.  £.  304,  190. 

18  A.  S.  R.  816.  20.  Ward  v.  Henry,  19  Wis.  76,  88 

17.  Newman  v.  Mantle,  109  Ey.  292,  Am.  Dec.  672. 
68  S.  W.  783,  96  A.  S.  R.  372.  As 
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execution  creditor,  within  a  stated  period  after  such  levy,  shall  pay 

to  the  holder  of  the  mortgage  the  amount  of  the  mortgage  debt  and 
interest  accrued,  or  deposit  the  same  with  the  county  clerk  or  recorder 
for  the  use  of  the  holder  of  the  mortgage,  or  otherwise  secure  the  same.' 
Under  such  statutes  the  levy  is  of  course  only  on  the  interest  which 
remains  after  payment  of  the  security,  and  it  seems  that  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  levy  and  sale  of  such  interest,  the  ofTicer  may  take  possea- 
sion  of  the  property,  as  against  both  the  mortgagor  and  the  mortgagee.' 
It  seems,  however,  that  a  levy  of  attachment  on  mortgaged  chattels  is 
not  void,  although  the  amount  of  the  debt  secured  by  the  mortgage 
is  not  paid  or  tendered,  as  required  by  statute,  in  a  case  where  an 
attaching  creditor  attacks  the  validity  of  the  mortgage.'  Moreover, 
as  a  statute  requiring  payment  or  security  to  the  mortgagee  on  a  levy 
made  on  mortgaged  chattels  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  mortgagee  alone, 
and  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  mortgagor,  who  has  no  right  to  interfere 
with  the  proceeding,  the  mortgagee  may  waive  the  right  to  payment 
of  or  security  for  the  mortgage  debt  and  assent  to  the  levy,  which  is 
thereupon  valid  as  against  a  subsequently  executed  mortgage  of  the 
same  chattels.*  If  a  aheriff  levies  on  mortgaged  property  without  com- 
plying with  a  statute  requiring  an  officer  levying  on  such  property 
to  pay  or  tender  the  mortgagee  the  amount  of  the  mortgage  debt,  he 
does  not  incur  a  legal  obligation  to  pay  such  debt  personally,  although, 
the  levy  being  unauthorized,  the  seizure  is  a  trespass,  and  the  officer 
is  liable  for  tort  and  the  damages  sustained  by  reason  of  it' 

35.  Trust  to  Secure  Debts. — Where  property  is  conveyed  under  a 
trust  deed,  it  cannot  ordinarily  be  levied  on,*  although,  it  has  been 
held,  a  creditor  by  execution  has  a  lien  on  it  subject  to  the  trust  which 
he  can  enforce  in  chancery.'  Where,  however,  a  debtor  conveys  land 
in  trust  to  cure  the  payment  of  his  debts,  he  is  entitled  to  any  surplus 
that  may  remain  after  the  purposes  of  the  trust  are  accomplished  and 
the  debte  are  paid;  but  this  equitable  interest  whidi  he  retains  in  the 
trust  property  is  not  of  a  pure  and  simple  nature,  but  on  the  contrary 
is  complex  and  mixed,  since  the  creditors  whose  debts  are  to  be  paid 
by  the  terms  of  the  deed  are  also  cestuis  que  trust  thereunder.  The 
trust  is  therefore  one  in  which  the  debtor  has  by  no  means  the  entire 

1.  Tollerton  v.  Skelton,  118  la.  643,  6.  Whittler  t.  Sharp,  43  Utah  419, 
92  N.  W.  651,  96  A.  S.  R.  409;  Wkitt-  135  Pao.  112,  49  L.R.A.(N.S.)  931. 
ler  V.  Sharp,  43  Utah  419,  136  Pae^  6.  New  Tork  Central  Trost  Co.  ▼. 
112,  49  L.RA.(N.S.)  931.  Moran,  56  Minn.  188,  67  N.  W.  471, 

2.  CoUins  V.  State,  3  Ind.  542,  30  29  L.R.A.  212;  AlHanee  Milling  Co.  v. 
N.  E.  12,  50  A.  S.  R.  298.  See  gen-  Eaton,  86  Tex.  401,  25  S.  W.  614,  24 
erally,  preceding  paragraph.  L.R.A,  369;  Fleming  v.  Fairmont,  etc., 

S.  Hibbard  v.  Zenor,  75  la.  471,  39  R.  Co.,  72  W.  Va.  835,  79  S.  E.  826, 


4.  Tollerton,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Skelton,  118  155. 
la.  643,  92  N.  W.  651,  96  A.  S.  R.     7.  Weaver  v.  Neal,  61  W.  Va.  67, 


N.  W.  714,  9  A.  S.  R.  497. 


Ann.  Cas.  1915D  978,  49  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


409. 


55  S.  E.  909,  123  A.  S.  R.  972. 
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beneficial  interest,  but  one  in  which  be  is  jointly  interested  with  others, 
who  are  furthermore  the  principal  objects  of  tiiie  trust.  Consequently 
it  is  held  generally  that  the  interest  of  a  grantor  in  a  deed  of  tjust  for 
the  payment  of  debts  is  not  subject  to  levy  and  sale  on  execution  under 
the  statute  of  29  Charles  II,  or  similar  statutes,^  at  least  not  until  the 
debts  are  paid  and  the  surplus  is  ascertained.*  Similarly,  where  there 
is  an  assignment  in  trust  for  creditors  of  all  one's  personal  property, 
goods,  chattels,  debts,  etc.,  the  resulting  trust,  or  residuary  interest, 
remaining  to  the  assignor,  after  the  objects  of  the  assignment  are 
attained,  has  been  held  to  be  not  such  an  interest  as  may  be  taken 
and  sold  on  execution.^**  Under  modem  statutes,  however,  many  of 
which  either  expressly  or  by  necessary  implication  provide  that  any 
interest  or  estate,  either  legal  or  equitable,  of  a  debtor  is  subject  to 
attachment  or  sale  on  execution,  it  has  been  decided  that  where  land 
or  other  property  has  been  conveyed  in  trust  to  pay  certain  charges 
on  it,  and  certain  specified  debts  of  the  grantor,  the  residuary  interest 
or  e^ate  of  the  gi'antor  is  subject  to  Uie  lien  of  an  attachment  or 
judgment,  and  to  sale  on  execution.**  Moreover,  where  such  a 
residuary  interest  in  land  has  been  attached  it  seems  that  if  the 
land  is  subsequently  sold  under  the  trust  deed  to  pay  the  grantor's 
indebtedness,  the  attachment  immediately  fastens  on  the  surplus 
moneys  realized  by  the  sale.**  It  Has  also  been  held  that  if  land  is 
conveyed  by  an  absolute  deed  as  security  for  a  debt,  a  bond  to  reconvey 
being  given,  and  the  debtor  remains  in  possession,  the  legal  title  held 
by  the  creditor  as  security  is  subject  to  a  levy  of  an  execution  against 
him,  and  a  purchaser  at  the  sheriff's  sale  acquires  only  the  interest 
of  the  holder  of  the  security  deed,  induding  the  right  which  he  then 
has  to  receive  the  indebtedness.** 

36.  Pawned  or  Pledged  Chattels. — At  common  law  goods  or  chat- 
tels pawned  or  pledged  as  security  for  a  debt  cannot  be  taken  in 
execution,  and  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  pawnor  or  pledgor  has  no 
present  right  of  possession,  this  common  law  view  has  found  favor  in 
many  courts.**   It  has  accordingly  been  held  that  the  interest  of  a 

8.  Van  NesB  v.  Hyatt,  13  Pet.  294,  12.  Brown  Campbell,  100  Cal. 
10  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  168.  635,  35  Pac.  433,  38  A.  S.  R.  314. 

Note:  97  Am.  Dec.  311.  13.  Bridger  v.  Exchange  Bank,  126 

9.  Dubose  v.  Dubose,  7  Ala.  235,  42  Ga.  821,  56  S.  E.  97,  115  A-  S.  R. 
Am.  Dec.  588;  Wolfe  v.  Doe,  13  118,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  463. 

Smedes  ft  M.  (Miss.)  103,  51  Am.  Dec  14.  Hall  v.  Page,  4  Ga.  428,  48  Am. 

147.  Dec.  235;  Newman  v.  Mantle,  109  Ky. 

10.  Wilkes  T.  Ferris,  5  Johns.  (N.  292,  58  S.  W.  783,  95  A.  S.  R.  372; 
Y.)  335,  4  Am.  Dec  364.  Feige  v.  Burt,  118  Mich.  243,  77  N. 

11.  Mueller  v.  Prove,  80  Mich.  475,  W.  928,  74  A.  S.  R.  390;  Fox  v. 
45  N.  W.  498,  20  A.  S.  R.  525;  At-  Cronon,  47  N.  J.  L.  493,  2  Atl.  444, 
water  v.  Manchester  Sav.  Bank.  4C  4  Atl.  314,  64  Am.  Rep.  190  (dia- 
Minn.  341,  48  N.  W.  187,  12  L.R.A.  cnsaed). 

741. 
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pledgor  in  goods  in  tlie  hands  of  a  pledgee  can  only  be  reached  by 
the  sheriff,  under  execution,  by  serving  and  enforcing  a  garnishment 
on  the  pledgee,  and  not  by  a  seizure  of  the  pledge.*^  Similarly,  it 
has  been  held  that  a  pawned  chattel  is  not  attachable  in  an  action 
against  the  pawnor.^*  It  has  been  held»  however^  that  where  property 
has  been  pawned,  as  security  for  a  specific  debt,  the  creditors  may 
tender  to  ^e  pawnee  the  amount  of  the  debt,  and  then  proceed  to 
attach  the  property,  as  belonging  to  the  pawnor,  though  the  pawnee 
refuse  to  receive  it  The  tender,  when  legally  made,  is,  so  far  as  the 
pawn  is  concerned,  equivalent  to  payment.  The  right  of  ihe  pawnee 
to  the  thing  pawned  is  thereby  determined,  and  after  that  he  holds  as 
a  wrongdoer.^'  In  many  stat^,  it  is  provided  by  statute  that  pledged 
property  may  be  attached,  the  attachment,  however,  being  always 
subject  to  the  pledge.*' 

Property  in  Custodia  Legis 

37.  In  General. — The  general  rule  is  that  while  property  or  money 
is  in  custodia  legis,  the  officer  holding  it  is  the  mere  hand  of  the  court; 
his  possession  is  the  pmses^on  of  tiie  court;  and  to  interfere  therewith 
is  to  invade  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  itself,  an  officer  so  situated 
being  bound  solely  by  the  orders  and  judgments  of  the  court  whose 
mere  agent  he  is,  and  having  no  right  to  make  any  disposition  of  such 
money  or  property  without  the  consent  of  his  own  court,  express  or 
implied.**  Hence,  in  the  absence  of  express  statutory  authority  there- 
for, it  is  settled  law  that,  in  general,  funds  in  custodia  legis  are  not 
subject  either  to  attachment  or  execution  Accordingly,  money  col- 
lected by  a  sheriff  on  an  execution  cannot  be  attached  while  in  his 
hands  as  tbe  pr(^erty  of  the  creditor  in  execution,*  and  in  general 

15.  TreadweU  v.  Davis,  34  Cal.  601,  St.  105,  62  Am.  Dec.  214;  Blair  v. 
94  Am.  Dec.  770.  Cantey,  2  Speera  L.  (S.  C.)  34,  42 

16.  Goode  V.  LoDgmire,  36  Ala.  668,  Am.  Dec.  360. 

76  Am.  Dec.  309.  20.  Jones  v.  Merchants*  Nat.  Bank, 

17.  Badlam  v.  Tucker,  1  Piok.  76  Fed.  683,  33  U.  S.  App.  703,  22 
(Mass.)  389,  11  Am.  Dec.  202;  Baugh  C.  C.  A.  483,  35  L.R.A.  698;  Clymer 
V.  Kirkpatrick,  54  Pa.  St.  84,  93  Am,  v.  "Willis,  3  Cal.  363,  58  Am.  Dec.  414; 
Dec.  675;  Smith  v.  Niles,  20  Vt.  315,  Cowart  v.  W.  E.  Caldwell  Co.,  134 
49  Am.  Dec.  782.  Ga.  514,  68  S.  E.  500,  30  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

18.  Winalow  V.  Fletcher,  53  Conn.  720  and  note;  United  States  v.  Mnr- 
390,  4  Atl.  250,  55  Am.  Rep.  122;  dock,  18  La.  Ann.  305,  89  Am.  Dec. 
Tannahill  v.  Tattle,  3  Mich.  104,  61  651;  Marvin  v.  Hawley,  9  Mo.  378,  43 
Am.  Dec.  480;  Parkersbui^  First  Nat.  Am.  Dec.  547. 

Bank  v.  Harknesa,  42  W.  Va.  156,  24  Notes:  10  L.R.A.  629;  13  L.R.A. 

8.  E.  548,  32  L.R.A.  408.  (N.S.)  758. 

19.  Ford  V.  Judsonia  Mercantile  Co.,  1.  Clymer  v.  Willis,  3  Cal.  363,  58 
62  Ark.  426,  12  S.  W.  876,  20  A.  S.  Am.  Dec.  414;  Jones  v.  Jones,  1  Bland 
R.  192;  Cowart  v.  W.  E.  Caldwell  Co.,  (Md.)  443,  18  Am.  Dec.  327;  Dawson 
134  Ga.  544,  68  S.  E.  500,  30  L.R.A.  v.  Holcomb,  1  Ohio  275,  13  Am.  Dec. 
(N.S.)  720;  Keating  v.  Spink,  3  Ohio  618;  Bowden  v.  Schatsell.  BaUey  Eq. 

139 


Digitized  by 


Goo 


§  37 


LEVY  AKD  SEIZURE 


17  R.  C.  L. 


any  form  of  personal  property  levied  on  by  a  sheriff  is  in  custodia 
legis,  and  no  other  officer  has  tiie  right  to  seize  it,  the  title  having 
passed  to  the  sheriff  by  virtue  of  his  levy.*  Similarly,  property  de- 
livered to  an  officer  by  a  person  under  arrest  has  been  said  to  be  not 
subject  to  seizure  under  civil  process.'  Other  legal  custodians  to  whom 
these  principles  have  been  applied  are  trustees  in  bankruptcy,* 
assignees  for  the  benefit  of  creditors,*  ordinaries  or  commissioners  in 
equity,*  clerks  of  courts'  and  receivers.^    While  the  courts  have 

(S.  C.)  360,  23  Am.  Dec.  170;  Blair  319,  58  N.  W.  514,  26  L.R.A.  593, 

V.  Cantey,  2  Speers  L.  (S.  C.)  34,  wherein  it  is  held  that  under  the  pro- 

42  Am.  Dec.  360;  Prentiss  v.  Bliss,  4  visions  of  existing  statutes  an  assign- 

Vt.  513,  24  Am.  Dec.  631  and  note;  ment  for  the  benefit  of  creditors  does 

Hill  V.  La  Cixjsse,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  14  Wis.  not  place  the  property  of  the  assignor 

291,  80  Am.  Dec.  783.  in  the  custody  of  the  law. 
Notes:  28  A.  S.  R.  541  43  L.R.A.     6.  Blair  v.  Cantey,  2  Speen  L.  (S. 


2.  Hagan  Lucas,  10  Pet.  400,  9  7.  Dale  v.  Brumbly,  98  Md.  468,  56 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  470;  Taylor  v.  Carryl,  Atl.  807,  64  L.R.A.  112. 

20  How.  583,  15  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1028;  Note:  10  L.R.A.  529. 
Jones  Stationery,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Case,  26  But  see  Dunlop  v.  Patterson  Fire 
Kan.  299,  40  Ara.  Kep.  310;  Hackley  Ins.  Co.,  74  N.  Y.  145,  30  Am.  Rep. 
V.  Swigert,  5  B.  Mon.  (Ky.)  86,  41  283,  wherein  it  was  h^d  that  money 
Am.  Dee.  256;  MoUison  v.  Eaton,  deposited  with  the  olerk  of  a  court, 
16  Minn.  426, 10  Am.  Rep.  150;  North-  in  pursuance  of  law,  in  place  of  an 
field  Knife  Co.  v.  Shapleigh,  24  Neb.  undertaking  on  appeal,  is  liable  to 
635,  39  N.  W.  788,  8  A.  S.  R.  224;  attachment  by  a  third  person  against 
Pitkin  V.  Bumham,  62  Neb.  385,  87  the  depositor. 

N.  W.  160,  89  A.  S.  R.  763,  55  L.R.A.  8.  Wiswall  v,  Sampson,  14  How.  52, 
280;  Oswego  First  Nat  Bank  v.  Dunn,  14  U.  S.  {L.  ed.)  322;  Adams  v.  Has- 
97  N.  Y.  149,  49  Am.  Rep.  517;  Jones  kell,  6  Cal.  U3,  65  Am.  Dec.  491; 
V.  Judkins,  20  N.  C.  591,  34  Am.  Dee.  New  Haven  Wire  Co.  Cases,  57  Conn. 
392;  Bradley  v.  Kesee,  5  Cold.  (Tenn.)  352,  18  Atl.  266,  5  L.R.A.  300;  Jen- 
223,  94  Am.  Dec.  246.  kins  v.  Purcell,  29  App.  Cas.  (D.  C.) 

Note:  24  Am.  Dec.  634.  209,  9  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1074;  Cobb  v. 

3.  Morris  v.  Penniman,  14  Gray  Camden  Sav.  Bank,  106  Me.  178,  76 
(Mass.)  220,  74  Am.  Dee.  675  and  Atl.  667,  20  Ann.  Cas.  547;  Walling 
note;  Holker  v.  Hennessey,  141  Mo.  v.  MUIer,  108  N.  Y.  173,  15  N.  E.  65, 
527,  42  S.  W.  1090,  64  A.  S.  R.  524,  2  A.  S.  R.  400  and  note;  Beardslee  v. 
39L.R.A.  165;  Hill  v.  Hatch,  99  Tenn.  Ingraham,  183  N.  Y.  411,  76  N.  E. 
39,  41  S.  W.  349,  63  A.  S.  R.  822  476,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1073  and  note; 
and  note.  But  see  Garxisiiuent,  vol.  Hagedon  v.  Wisconsin  Bank,  1  Pin. 
12,  p.  8U,  812.  (Wis.)  61,  39  Am.  Dec.  275;  Ex  parte 

4.  Rockland  Sav.  Bank  Alden,  Williams,  L.  B.  7  Ch.  314,  41  L.  J. 
103  Me.  230,  68  AtL  863,  13  Ann.  Kk.  38,  26  L.  T.  N.  S.  303,  20  W.  R. 
Cas.  806  and  note,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  430,  U  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  617. 

1220;  French  v.  White,  78  Vt.  89.  62  Notes:  10  L.R.A.  529,530;  20  L.R.A. 
Atl  35,  6  Ann.  Cas.  479,  2  L.R.A.  392,  393. 


Mercer,  84  la.  537,  51  N.  W.  416,  35  personal  property  of  a  debtor,  taken 
A.  S.  R.  331;  Gillespie  v.  Keating,  180  by  him  under  an  order  of  court  which 
Pa.  St.  150,  36  Atl.  641,  57  A.  S.  R.  vests  no  title  in  him,  does  not  exempt 
622.   Compare  State  t.  Rose,  4  N.  D.  it,  when  taken  into  another  jurisdio- 
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(N.S.)  572. 


C.)  34,  42  Am.  Dec.  360. 


(N.S.)  804. 
5.  Hamilton-Brown    Shoe    Co.  t. 


However,  possession  by  a  receiver 
appointed  in  one  jurisdiction,  of  the 
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very  generally  denied  that  moneys  held  a  sheriff  in  his  official 
capacity  could  be  reached  by  execution  or  attachment  proceedings,  it 
seems  that  they  have  not  always  assigned  the  same  reasons  or  stated  the 
same  grounds  for  their  decisions.  Probably  the  majority  of  the  courts 
have  said  briefly  that  money  thus  in  the  hands  of  Uie  sheriff  was  in 
the  custody  of  the  law,  and  therefore  could  not  be  attached;  others 
have  ascribed  as  a  reason  for  so  holding  that  it  was  not  the  property  of 
the  execution  creditor  until  paid  over;  '  others  that  the  statutes  do  not 
refer  to  officers  holding  money  in  an  official  capacity,  but  to  persons 
who,  by  their  voluntary  agency,  have  taken  possession  of  the  goods 
and  effects  of  the  debtor,  or  have  become  indebted  to  him  on  contract; 
and  others  place  their  decisions  on  grounds  of  public  policy,  to  save 
ofiicers  from  litigation  and  expense  in  answering  to  the  many  gar- 
nishee suits  which  might  be  commenced  against  them.'* 

38.  Necessity  of  a  Valid  and  Continaiiig  Levy^A  valid  levy  is 
essential  to  place  property  in  the  custody  of  the  law.**  Hence,  where 
the  judgment  on  which  an  execution  is  based  is  void  or  a  levy  is  for 
any  other  reason  informal,  illegal  or  fraudulent,  the  officer  executing 
it  is  not  protected  in  his  possesion,  the  property  seized  not  being 
deemed  to  be  in  custodia  legis.**  Similarly  if  an  assignment  for 
creditors  is  void,  it  confers  no  right  on  the  assignee  as  against  attack- 
ing creditors;  and  the  property  cannot  be  considered  as  in  the  custody 
of  the  law,  so  as  to  prevent  an  attachment.*'  However,  property  seized 
by  an  officer  under  an  execution  valid  on  its  face,  issued  on  a  judg- 
ment voidable  only,  is  not  subject  to  seizure  by  another  officer  on  a 
process  issued  out  of  a  different  court  in  entire  disregard  of  the  right 
and  custody  of  the  officer  holding  the  flist  writ**  As  a  general  propo- 

tion,  from  attachmeDt  by  creditors  of  Am.  Dec.  618. 

each  debtor  tiierein,  or  give  Uie  reeeiv-  10.  HiH  v.  La  Crosse,  etc,  R.  Co., 
er  any  right  to  hold  the  property  14  Wis.  291,  80  Am.  Dec.  783. 
against  the  claims  o£  such  atttwhing  11.  Livingston  v.  Smith,  5  Pet.  90, 
creditors.  Humphreys  v.  Hopkins,  81  8  U.  S.  {L.  ed.)  57:  Gumbel  v.  Pitkin 
Cal.  651,  22  Pao.  892,  15  A.  S,  R.  76,  124  U.  8.  131,  8  S.  Ct.  379,  31  U  S 
6  792.  ^  ,^      .  ...    (I"  ed.)  374;  Cedar  Rapids  Pump 

It  has  moreover  been  held  that  the  Co.  v.  Miller,  105  la.  674,  75  N  W 
attachmeDt  of  real  property  will  not  594  67  a  S  R  322 
preclude  B  lecriver  subsequently  ap-     ±  p^^^^  \,  Burnham,  62  Neb.  385. 
pomted  by  another  court  from  taking  07  m  w  Ifift   rq  a    q   r   7«q  °  c 
possession,  the  grounds  assigned  for  f  r  4*        %      ^-  l^^'  ^ 

ms  holding  being  that,  since  the  pos-        f       *  ^o"*?'  2  N  H. 

session  of^the  occupant  is  not  dis-  f^'  » 

turbed  by  the  levy  of  the  attachment,  "ams,  7  Wis.  329,  76  Am.  Dee.  219, 
it  is  impossible  for  constructive  pos-  overruled  on  another  pomt  by  Russell 
session  to  be  in  the  officer  making  the  I^non,  39  Wig.  570,  20  Am.  Rep. 
levy.   3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1073,  1074  note.  60. 

9.  Turner  v.  Fendall,  1  Cranch  117,  13.  McCord-Brady  Co.  v.  Mills,  8 
2  U.S.  (L.  ed.)  53;  Lightner  v.  Stein-  Wyo.  258,  56  Pac.  1003,  46  L.R.A. 
agel,  33  111.  510,  85  Am.  Dec.  292;  737. 

Dawson  v.  Holcomb,  1  Ohio  275,  13     14.  Pitkin  v.  Bumham,  62  Neb.  385, 
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sition  it  may  be  said  that  as  long  as  goods  seized  are  in  the  hands  of  a 
sbetiff,  or  other  attaching  officers,  they  are  in  the  custody  of  the  law, 
and  80  not  leviable/*  but  after  Uie  discharge  of  a  levy,  the  sheriff's 
possession  if  it  still  continues  ceases  to  be  in  his  official  character,  and 
he  holds  only  as  a  naked  bailee  of  iixe  defendant'*  Moreover,  knowl- 
edge that  an  attachment  has  been  levied  will  not  prevent  a  subsequent) 
attachment  on  the  same  property,  if  no  possession  is  rettdned  under 
the  former,  and  when  a  plaintiff  directs  a  return  of  attached  property, 
he  takes  it  out  of  the  custody  of  the  law,  and  from  that  moment  it  is 
no  longer  bound  by  bis  execution.''  So  the  mere  postponement  of  a 
sale  of  property  levied  on  under  execution  does  not  affect  the  judg- 
ment creditor's  rights,  unless  there  is  collusion  between  the  parties; 
but  a  direction  not  to  sell,  but  to  leave  the  property  in  the  debtor's 
possession,  renders  the  execution  fraudulent  as  to  other  creditors,  who 
may  take  the  property  in  execution.'^  On  the*  other  hand,  the  mere 
fact  that  property  has  been  delivered  to  a  receiptor  who  assents  to  an 
attachment  by  a  second  officer  does  not  make  the  second  attachment 
invalid.'^  Where  the  possession  is  retained  under  a  forthcoming  bond, 
it  is  a  possession  substituted  for  that  of  the  sheriff.  And  the  parties 
so  in  possession  are  merely  bailees  of  the  sheriff,  and  have  no  power 
to  transfer  the  possession  free  from  the  lien  of  the  execution.** 

39.  Proceeds  of  Prior  Execution  Sale  in  Hands  of  Officer. — It  has 
been  held  that  a  sheriff  receiving  an  execution  against  a  defendant  for 
whom  he  tiien  has  money  collected  by  a  former  execution  cannot  levy 
on  that  money  in  his  own  hands,  but  must  bring  it  into  a  court  for 
instructions  to  apply  it  on  the  second  execution.'  Other  courts  have 
held,  however,  that  money  collected  by  a  sheriff  under  execution,  in 
favor  of  one  against  whom  he  also  holds  an  execution,  may  be  applied 
by  him  towards,  the  satisfaction  of  said  second  execution,  unless  the 
legal  or  equitable  title  has  passed  to  some  third  person.*  Similarly  it 
has  been  held  that  while  property  already  subjected  to  one  attachment 
cannot  be  duly  attached  by  another  officer,'  if  the  property  attached 
exceeds  in  value  the  demand  contained  in  the  first  precept,  a  second 

precept  can  be  delivered  to  the  officer  who  sei'ved  tiie  first  one,  and 

* 

87  N.  W.  160.  89  A.  S.  B..  763,  65  fra,  par.  136  et  seq. 

L.R.A.  280.  1.  Turner  v.  Fendall,  1  Craneh  117, 

15.  Governor  v.  Vanmeter,  9  Leigh  2  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  53;  Hardy  v.  Tiltoo, 
(Va.)  18,  33  Am.  Dec.  221.  68  Me.  195,  28  Am.  Rep.  34;  Prentiss 

16.  MeArthar  v.  Carrie,  32  Ala.  75,  v.  Bliss,  4  Vt.  513,  24  Am.  Dee.  631. 
70  Am.  Dec.  529.  2.  Ex  parte  Fearle.  13  Mo.  467,  53 

17.  Chadbourae  v.  Sumner,  16  N.  Am.  Dec.  155;  Tucker  v.  Atkinsou, 
H.  129,  41  Am.  Dec.  720.  1  Humph.  (Tenn.)  300,  34  Am.  Dec. 

18.  Governor  v.  VanmeteFf  9  Leigh  650;  Dolby  v.  Mulllns,  3  Humph. 
(Va.)  18,  33  Am.  Dec.  221.  (Tenn.)  437,  39  Am.  Dee.  180;  Mann 

19.  Odiome  v.  CoUry,  2  N.  H.  66,  v.  Kelsey,  71  Tes.  609,  12  S.  W.  43, 

9  Am.  Dec.  39.  10  A.  S.  R.  800. 

20.  Note:  10  L.R.A.  530.    See  in-     3.  See  supra,  par.  37. 
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he,  with  equal  benefit  to  creditors,  and  perfect  consistency  with  prin- 
ciple, can  make  a  second  attachment  subject  to  the  first  attachment* 
In  England  and  in  a  few  other  jurisdictions  it  has  been  held  that 
a  surplus  remaining  in  the  hands  of  a  sherifiF  after  an  execution  sale 
ia  not  subject  to  levy  and  sale  under  ether  executions  against  the  same 
debtor,  the  view  being  entertained  that  if  a  sheriff  takes  in  execution 
more  than  is  necessary  to  satisfy  an  execution  with  which  he  is  charged 
he  holds  such  surplus  for  the  use  of  the  judgment  debtor  as  money 
had  and  received  and  it  is  his  duty  to  pay  over  the  same  to  him  imme- 
diately.* On  the  other  hand,  the  courts  in  the  majority  of  jurisdictions 
in  the  United  States  appear  to  have  held  that  money  belonging  to  an 
execution  defendant,  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  after  the 
execution  of  plaintiff's  daim  has  been  satisfied,  is  subject  to  execution 
or  attachment  imder  other  writs  coming  into  the  hands  of  the  sheriff 
for  execution  against  the  property  of  the  same  defendant,  the  ground 
given  being  that  money  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  is  the 
money  of  the  debtor,  of  whom  the  sheriff  is  the  agent,  as  in  any  other 
case  of  agency,  and  hence,  the  surplus  is  subject  to  execution  in  the 
same  manner  as  any  other  property  of  the  debtor  similarly  situated.* 
40.  Attachment  of  Funds  after  Right  of  Person  Thiereto  Has  Been 
Ascertained. — ^While  in  the  absence  of  express  statutory  authority 
therefor,  it  is  settled  law  that,  in  general,  funds  in  custodia  legis  are 
not  subject  to  a  levy  either  by  attachment  or  execution,^  the  view  is 
held  by  many  courts  that,  after  the  person  who  is  entitled  to  a  fund 
has  been  ascertained,  tf^ther  with  the  amount  to  which  he  is  entitled, 
and  an  order  has  been  made  for  payment,  the  custodian  then  becomes 
the  agent  of  such  party,  and  may  thereafter  be  garnished,  or  the  fund 
in  his  custody  attached."   There  are,  however,  many  dedsionB  by 

4.  Knap  v.  Sprague,  9  Mass.  258,  A.  S.  R.  763,  55  LJI.A.  280;  Gaither 
6  Am.  Dec.  64;  Otliorne  v.  Colley,  2  v.  Ballew,  49  N.  C.  488,  69  Am.  Dec. 
N.  H.  66,  9  Am.  Dec.  39.  763  (discussed);  Penland  v.  Leather- 

5.  Lightner  v.  Steinagel,  33  HI.  510,  wood,  101  N.  C.  509,  8  S.  E.  234,  9 
85  Am.  Dec.  292;  Commerce  Vault  Co.  A.  S.  R.  38;  Txirner  v.  Gibson,  105 
V.  Barrett,  222  IlL  169,  78  N.  E.  47,  Tex.  488,  151  S.  W.  793,  43  L.R.A. 
113  A.  S.  R.  382,  6  Ann.  Cas.  652  (N.8.)  571  and  note;  Evans  v.  Virgin, 
and  note.  But  compare  Pierce  v.  72  Wis.  423,  39  N.  W.  864,  7  A.  S. 
Carleton,  12  lU.  358,  64  Am.  Dee.  405,  R.  870. 

wherein  it  is  held  that  a  surplos  re-  Notes:  10  LJIA.  530;  6  Ann.  Cas. 

maining  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  655. 

after  satisfying  plaintiff's  execution  is  7.  See  supra,  par.  37. 


6.  Hagan  v.  Loeas,  10  Pet.  400,  9  69  Am.  Dec  763;  Le  Roy  v.  Jacobsky, 
U.  S.  (L  ed.)  470;  King  v.  Moore,  136  N.  C.  443,  48  S.  £.  796,  67  L.R.A. 
6  Ala.  160,  41  Am.  Dec.  44;  Oppen-  977. 

homer  t.  Bfazr,  31  Neb.  811,  48  N.  W.  Note:  13  Ii.B.A.(N.S.)  758  et  seq. 
818,  28  A.  S.  R.  539;  Pitkin  v.  Bum-  See  aiBHiSHUEHT,  vol  12,  p.  809, 
ham,  62  Neb.  385,  87  N.  W.  160,  89  810. 


liable  to  the  garnishee  process. 


8.  Gaither  v.  Ballew,  49  N.  C.  488, 
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reputable  courts  holding  to  the  contrary.*  Thus,  it  has  been  ruled, 
a  fund  which  has,  under  the  order  of  the  court,  been  deposited  with 
the  clerk  does  not  become  subject  to  attachment  by  the  determination 
of  the  one  who  is  entitled  to  receive  it,  and  an  order  of  the  court  that 
it  be  paid  to  him.'*  Similarly  it  has  been  ruled  that  duly  deposited 
funds  of  a  bankrupt's  estate  are  in  the  possession  of  the  court  so  as 
to  prevent  attachment,  even  after  distribution  is  ordered  and  the 
checks  have  been  drawn  and  countersigned  but  not  delivered,  the  cus- 
tody of  the  law  continuing  until  the  trustee  in  bankruptcy  actually 
pays  the  distributees  the  dividends  awarded  tliem.**  The  entire  ques- 
tion in  many  states  is  now  controlled  by  statutory  provision. 

Corporate  Franchuea  and  Property 

41.  Franchises. — The  rule  is  well  settled  that  a  franchise,  being  an 
incorporeal  hereditament,  cannot,  on  the  settled  principles  of  the 
common  law,  be  seized  and  sold  under  a  fieri  facias.'*  A  fortiori  the 
authorities  graierally  support  the  proposition  that  the  franchise  of  a 
qaaai  public  corporation  which  is  permitted  to  carry  on  business  which 
can  be  transacted  only  by  special  permission  from  the  state,  and  which 
is  given  the  right  to  charge  the  public  for  services  rendered,  cannot 
be  seized  and  sold  in  satisfaction  of  debts  any  more  than  the  right  to 
be  a  corporation  can  be  levied  on  and  sold,  unless  by  special  permis- 
»on  from  the  government"  A  ferry  is  a  franchise  and  is  not  the  sub- 
ject of  levy,  sale  or  delivery  under  execution.  It  involves  a  personal 
trust  granted  by  the  sovereign  on  conditions  imposed  on  the  grantee 
alone,  and  his  liability  cannot  be  removed  by  substitution.'^  Simi- 
larly, a  turnpike  road  is  not  the  subject  of  levy  under  execution, 
where  the  defendant  has  no  interest  in  the  land,  and  no  right  save 
that  of  maintaining  the  road  and  receiving  tolls.'* 

9.  Note:  13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  760.  Notes:  15  Am.  Dec.  595;  20  L.RJi.. 

10.  Dale  V.  Brumly,  98  Md.  468,  56  737  ;  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  637;  5  Ann. 
Atl.  807,  64  L.R.A.  112.  Cas.  514. 

11.  Rockland  Sav.  Bank  v.  Alden,      See  also  infra,  par.  47. 

103  Me.  230,  63  Atl.  863,  13  Ann.  While  the  franchise  right  of  a  dece- 
Cas.  806,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1220  and  dent,  being  intangible,  may  not  be  sub- 
note,  ject  to  seizure  and  a  ministerial  sale 

12.  One  T.  Tide  Water  Canal  Co.,  by  execution,  it  is  sabject  to  a  sale 
24  How.  257,  16  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  635.  under  a  proper  judicial  decree  for  his 

Note:  5  Ann.  Cas.  514.  debts,  at  least  in  the  absence  of  ob- 

13.  Que  V.  Tide  Water  Canal  Co.,  jection  from  the  granting  power,  or 
24  How.  263,  16  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  635;  of  a  showing  of  injury  of  the  public. 
Kast  Alabama  R.  Co.  v.  Doe,  114  U.  Leonard  v.  Baylen  St.  Wharf  Co.,  59 
S.  340,  5  S.  Ct.  869,  29  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  Pla.  547,  62  So.  718,  31  L.B.A.(N.S.) 
136;  Kisdon  Iron,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Citi-  636. 

zens  Traction  Co.,  122  Cal.  94,  54  Pac.  Sec  generally,  Frakohisss,  vol.  12, 

29,  68  A.  S.  R.  25;  Susquehanna  Canal  p.  218;  Judicial  Sales,  ante,  p.  '16. 

Co.  V.  Bonham,  9  Watta  &  S.  (Pa.)  14.  Note:  20  L.B^.  737. 

27,  42  Am.  Dee.  315.  16.  Ammant  v.  New  Alexandria, 
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42,  Properly  of  Private  Corporations. — iln  the  case  of  corporations 
organized  to  carry  on  a  business  which  is  open  to  all  alike  the  only 
franchise  granted  by  the  government  is  the  right  of  being  a  corpo- 
ration with  all  that  that  implies.  Such  a  light  cannot  be  levied  on 
and. sold  at  an  execution  or  judicial  sale  so  as  to  confer  the  same  privi- 
lege on  the  purchaser."  But  the  public  has  no  special  interest  in 
the  continued  business  of  such  a  corporation  and  tiierefore  will  not 
exert  its  power  to  preserve  the  corporate  life.  Consequently,  it  has 
been  held,  the  property  of  strictly  private  corporations,  such,  for  in- 
stance, as  manufacturing,  mining,  and  trading  companies,  is  liable 
to  be  taken  on  execution  precisely  as  the  property  of  an  individual 
debtor,  the  rule  being  that  although  its  franchises  cfmnot  be  levied 
on,  yet  its  property  may  be  sold  even  though  the  effect  is  to  stop  its 
operations  entirely.*'  Attachment  against  corporate  property  cannot, 
however,  be  maintained  in  an  action  against  a  stockholder.** 

43.  Property  of  Public  Corporations. — ^As  a  general  proposition  an 
execution  cannot  be  levied  against  the  property  of  a  county,  state,  or 
municipal  organization,  in  the  absence  of  a  statute  expressly  grant- 
ing such  right  in  express  terms.*'  Even  where  such  a  right  is  granted, 
however,  it  is  a  general  rule  that  an  execution  cannot  be  levied  on 
any  property  held  by  a  municipal  or  oUier  public  corporation  for 
public  purposes'**  such  as  public  buildings,*  schoolhouses,*  streets, 
alleys  and  public  squares,'  parks,  promenades,*  waterworks,*  wharves 
and  landing  places,*  fire-engines,  hose  and  hose  carriages,  engine- 
houses  and  engine^ng  instruments,'  the  principle  being  that  title 

ete.,  Tnnipike  Road,  13  Berg,  &  R.  wether  v.  Garrett,  102  V.  S.  472,  26 
(Pa.)  210, 15  Am.  Dee.  593.  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  197;  Badger  Lumber 

16.  Note:  20  LJtJL  737.  Co.  v.  Marion  Water  Supply,  etc.,  Co., 

17.  Rollins  T.  Shaver  Wagon,  etc.,  48  Kan.  187,  30  Pac  117,  30  A.  S.  R. 
Co.,  80  la.  380,  45  N.  W.  1037,  20  306;  McKnight  v.  Grant's  Pariisli,  30 
A.  S.  R.  427;  Overton  Bridge  Co.  v.  La.  Ann.  361,  31  Am.  Rep.  226. 
Means,  33  Neb.  857,  51  N.  W.  240,     1.  Ellis  v.  Pratt  City,  111  Ala.  629, 
20  A.  S.  R.  514;  Gooeh  v.  McQee,  83  20  So.  649,  66  A.  S.  R.  76,  33  L.R.A. 


18.  Williamson  v.  Smoot,  7  Mart.  33  Am.  Rep.  498. 
0.  S.  (La.)  31, 12  Am.  Dee.  494.  3.  Ransom  v.  Boal,  29  la.  68,  4  Am. 

19.  Ctilnmn  v.  Contra  Costa  Connty,  Rep.  195. 

8  Cal.  52,  68  Am.  Dec.  290  and  note;     4.  Darlington  v.  New  Tork,  31  N. 

Mayrfaofer  v.  Board  of  Education,  89  Y.  16^  88  Am.  Dec.  248. 

Cal.  110,  26  Pac.  646,  23  A.  S.  R.  451 ;     6.  New  Orleans  v.  Morris,  105  U.  S. 

Olney  v.  Harvey,  50  III.  453,  09  Am.  600,  26  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  US4. 

Dee.  530;  Carter  v.  State,  42  Ia.  Ann.     6.  Klein  v.  New  Orleans,  99  U.  S. 

927,  8  So.  836,  21  A.  S.  R.  404;  Emery  149,  26  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  430;  New  Or- 

County  V.  Bnrresen,  14  Utah  328,  47  leans  v.  Louisiana  Const.  Co.,  140  U. 

Pac.  91,  60  A.  S.  R.  898,  37  L.R.A.  S.  654,  U  8.  Ct.  968,  35  U.  S.  (L. 

732.  ed.)  556. 

20.  Townsend  v.  Greelev,  5  Wall.  7.  Curry  v.  Savannah,  64  Ga.  290, 
326,  18  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  547;  Meri-  37  Am.  Rep.  74. 
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N.  C.  59,  35  Am.  Rep.  558. 
Note:  31  L.R.A.{N.S.)  637. 


264. 


2.  State  V.  Tiedemann,  69  Mo.  306, 
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to  such  property  is  held  in  trust  for  the  public,  and  hence  cau  no 
more  be  sold  to  satisfy  the  debts  of  a  city  or  other  political  sub- 
division than  can  any  other  trust  property  be  sold  to  satisfy  the 
individual  debts  of  any  otiier  trustee.*  Similarly,  on  the  ground  of 
public  policy,  an  ordinary  execution  cannot  be  levied  on  any  of  the 
general  revenues  of  a  county  or  city,  either  before  or  after  they 
are  collected.'  Moreover,  it  has  been  held  that  liqUors  held  by  a 
town  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  a  dispensary  under  legislative 
authority  stand  in  the  same  position  as  other  property  used  by  the 
town  in  the  administration  of  its  government,  and,  accordingly,  are 
e^^empt  from  the  levy  of  an  execution  on  a  judgment  against  it.^' 
It  frequfflitly  happens,  however,  that  a  city  or  other  municipality  is 
possessed  of  property,  both  real  and  personal,  which  is  not,  and  never 
can  be,  needed  for  munidpal  use,  the  appropriation  of  which  to  the 
payment  of  the  city's  debts  could  not  in  any  way  affect  the  public. 
Such  property,  by  the  great  weight  of  authority,  is  treated  as  the 
private  assets  of  the  municipality,  and  may  be  levied  on  and  sold 
under  an  ordinary  execution."  For  instance,  residence  property 
conveyed  to  and  received  by  a  city  from  its  tax  collector  as  a  settle- 
ment of  taxes  collected  by  him  and  not  paid  over,  such  property 
not  being  adapted  to  or  used  by  the  city  for  any  public  purpose,  is 
not  exempt  from  levy  and  sale  under  execution.**  However,  a  public 
quay  in  a  city,  dedicated  to  public  use,  does  not  cease  to  be  locus 
pubhcus,  and  become  leviable  as  private  property,  because  it  is  leased 
by  the  public  authorities  for  a  purpose  subservient  to  the  public  use." 
The  question  as  to  whether  property  is  reasonably  necessary  for  public 
use  must  ultimately  be  determined  by  the  court.  Presumptively, 
however,  all  property  of  every  kind  held  by  a  municipality  is  for 
the  public  use,  and  the  onus  of  overcoming  such  presumption  rests 
on  the  plaintiff  in  execution.**  In  case  of  doubt,  therefore,  the  ques- 
tion will  always  be  resolved  in  favor  of  the  city,  the  interests  of  the 
individual  being  of  necessity  subservient  to  the  due  and  proper  admin- 
istration of  government,  or,  in  other  words,  as  the  revenues  of  a  city 

8.  Ransom  v.  Boal,  29  la.  68,  4  Am.  R.  68;  State  v.  Buckles,  8  Ind.  App. 
Rep.  195.  282,  35  N.  E.  846,  52  A.  S.  R.  476; 

9.  Klein  v.  New  Orleans,  99  U.  S.  Darlington  v.  New  York,  31  N.  Y.  164, 
149,  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  430;  Gilman  v.  88  Am.  Dec.  248;  Beadles  v.  Fry.  15 
Contra  Costa  County,  8  Cal.  52,  68  Okla.  428,  82  Pac  1041,  2  L.R.A. 
Am.  Dec.  290;  Beadles  v.  Fry,  16  Okla.  (N.S.)  855. 

428,  82  Pac.  1041,  2  L.R.A.(N.S.)  855;  12.  Sherman  v.  Williams,  84  Tex. 

Emery  County  v.  Burresen,  14  Utah  421,  19  S.  W.  606,  31  A.  S.  R.  66. 

328,  47  Pae.  91,  60  A.  S.  R.  898,  37  13.  New  Orleans  t.  Louisiana  Const. 

L.R.A.  732.  Co.,  140  U.  S.  654,  11  S.  Ct  968,  35 

10.  Note:  17  Ann.  Cas.  301.    See  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  556. 

supra,  par.  6.  14.  Curry  v.  Savannah,  64  Oa.  290, 

11.  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Hartshorn,  37  Am.  Rep.  74. 
150  Ala.  217,  43  So.  583,  124  A.  S. 
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must,  in  a  large  measuj^,  be  raised  by  taxation,  the  creditor  will  be 
required  to  wait  for  payment  rather  than  be  permitted  to  embarrass 
the  corporation  by  selling  property  needed  for  the  public  welfare.'* 
44.  Levy  on  Property  of  Inhabitants  for  Debts  of  Town. — In  New 
England  the  practice  of  bringing  suits  against  a  political  division, 
or  municipal  organization,  and  collecting  the  judgment  from  the 
individuals  composing  it,  seems  to  have  obtained  from  the  earliest 
times  without  any  statute  on  the  subject,^*  it  being  held  that  where 
the  inhabitants  of  towns  are  charged  by  law  with  the  performance 
of  duties,  and  made  liable  to  a  suit  therefor,  the  individual  members 
are  liable  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  judgment,  the  suit  in  such  cases 
being  r^arded  as  an  action  against  l^e  individual  persons,  sued  by 
a  collective  name,  as  a  cotporation,  rather  than  as  a  suit  against  a 
corporation,  strictly  so  considered."  A  reason  given  for  this  rule 
which  is  supposed  to  be  founded  on  immemorial  usage  is  that  as 
towns,  and  other  such  qua^  corporations;  have  no  corporate  fund, 
and  no  legal  means  of  obtaining  one,  each  corporator  is  liable  to 
satisfy  any  judgment  rendered  against  the  corporation.*'  The  rule 
has  been  applied  to  school  districts  as  well  as  to  towns  and  parishes, 
but  it  has  been  held  that  cm  execution  cannot  be  levied  on  the  prop- 
erty of  one  who,  though  a  member  of  a  parish  when  a  judgment  was 
rendered  against  it,  had  ceased  to  be  such  before  the  levy.*  A  sounder 
expoation  of  the  law,  however,  is  that  the  payment  of  the  liabilities 
of  a  municipal  corporation  is  a  common  burden,  which  should  be 
borne  equally  by  all,  and  not  be  inflicted  on  one  or  a  few.  Hence, 
the  general  and  better  doctrine  where  there  is  no  provision  in  the 
act  of  incorporation  authorizing  a  resort  to  the  individual  property 
of  the  inhabitants  of  an  incorporated  city  or  town  for  the  purpose 
of  discharging  a  judgment  against  the  corporation  is  that  the  private 
property  of  the  inhabitants  thereof  cannot  be  seized  on  execution 
against  the  property  of  the  corporation  alone,  but  that  for  the  pur- 
pose of  satisfying  such  judgment  a  resort  must  be  had  to  the  power 
of  taxation,*  it  being  held  in  some  cases  that  a  proper  remedy  for 
a  judgment  creditor  in  such  a  case  is  mandamus  to  compel  the  proper 

15.  Beadles  v.  Try,  16  Okla.  428, 82  Pick.  (Mass.)  564,  31  Am.  Dec.  163; 
Pae.  1041,  2  L.B.A.(N.S.)  855.  iUddle  v.  Merrimack  Btver  Locks,  etc., 

16.  Beaidsley  v.  Smith,  16  Conn.  7  Mass.  169,  5  Am.  Dec.  35. 

368,  41  Am.  Dee.  148;  Adams  v.  Wis-  20.  McLoud  Selby,  10  Conn.  390, 
easset  Bank,  1  Grecnl.  (Me.)  361,  10  27  Am.  Dee!  689;  GaskiU  *v.  Dudley, 
Am.  Dee.  88;  Eames  v.  Savage,  77  6  Mete.  (Mass.)  546,  39  Am.  Dee.  750. 
Me.  212,  62  Am.  Bep.  751.  '  1.  Chase  v.  Merriniaek  Bank,  19 

17.  Oaakill  v.  Dudley,  6  Mete.  Pick.  (Mass.)  664,  31  Am.  Dee.  163. 
(MasB.)  546,  39  Ajn.  Dec.  750.  2.  Meriwether  v.  Garrett,  102*  D.  S. 

18.  Oaddli  Dudley,  6  Mete.  472,  26  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  197;  Miller  v. 
<Mua.)  546,  39  Am.  Dec.  750.  McWilliams,  50  Ahk  427,  20  Am.  Rep. 

19.  cause  V.  Merrimack  Bank,  19  297. 
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officers  to  levy  a  tax  to  pay  the  amount.'  'The  same  rule  has  been 
upheld  where  it  was  sought  to  seize  and  sell  the  private  property 
of  an  inhabitant  of  a  county  to  satisfy  a  judgment  against  the  county.* 
45.  Property  of  Quasi  Public  Corporations. — While  all  authorities 
admit  that  the  property  of  a  purely  private  corporation  not  serving 
the  general  public,  though  ever  so  essential  to  its  use,  is  Hable  to 
execution,'  as  to  those  corporations  created  to  carry  on  business  valu- 
able to  the  public,  such  as  a  railroad  bridge,  turnpike,  canal  or  similar 
corporation,  a  conflict  of  opinion  exists.  On  the  one  side  it  has  been 
said  that  such  a  corporation  would  be  disabled  from  performing  its 
public  duties  if  its  property,  essential  in  so  doing,  could  be  seized  and 
sold  away  from  it,  and  thus  the  public  would  suffer  great  harm  .• 
On  the  other  side,  it  has  been  argued  that  to  exempt  so  much  prop- 
erty cripples  the  power  of  the  law  to  enforce  the  payment  of  debts, 
and  exempts  from  its  scope  a  great  mass  of  property.'  All  the  cases 
say  that  unless  a  statute  authorizes,  the  franchise  itself  cannot  be 
sold  under  execution.'  Also,  according  to  the  weight  of  authority, 
the  general  rule  is  thc^  lands,  easements  or  other  property  of  a  quasi 
public  corporation,  essential  to  the  discharge  of  those  public  duties 
for  which  it  is  created,  and  without  which  its  franchise  would  be  of 
no  practical  use,  cannot,  in  the  absence  of  statutory  provisions  to 
that  effect,  be  levied  on  and  sold  on  execution  at  law,  so  as  to  detach 
them  from  the  franchise  and  thus  destroy  its  use.  This  exemption 
from  levy  is  maintainable,  however,  only  on  the  theory  tliat  the 
corporation  is  created  for  the  furtherance  of  public  purposes  of  such 
importance  to  the  public  that  there  must  not  be  private  interference 
with  such  of  the  corporate  property  as  is  essential  to  effectuate  these 
pur[Kfi-cs.*  Thus,  it  has  been  held  that  the  interest  or  right  of  way 
of  a  railroad  in  the  land  required  for  the  construction  of  the  road, 
the  timber  and  iron  of  the  track  and  the  depots  and  structures  for 
the  supply  of  water  and  the  Hke  cannot  be  levied  on  and  sold  on 
execution.'**   Similarly,  an  execution  cannot  be  enforced  against  a 

8.  Weber  v.  Lee  County,  6  Wall.  84;  Pordyce  t.  Woman's  Christian 

210,  18  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  781.  Nat.  Library  Ass'n,  79  Ark.  550,  96 

4.  Weber  v.  Lee  County,  6  WaU.  S.  W.  155,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  485;  Over- 

210,  18  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  781;  Emerio  ton  Bridge  Co.  v.  Means,  33  Neb.  857, 

V.  Oilman,  10  CaL  404,  70  Am.  Dec  51  N.  W.  240,  29  A.  S.  R.  514;  Goocfa 

742.  V.  McOee,  83  N.  C.  59,  35  Am.  Rep. 

6.  See  supra,  par.  42.  558;  Stewart  v.  Wheeling,  etc.,  li.  Co., 

6.  Note:  5  Ann.  Cas.  512.  53  Ohio  St.  151,  41  N.  E.  247,  29 

7.  Arthur  v.  Commercial,  etc.,  Bank,  L.R.A.  438;  Mai^o  v,  Pennsylvania  R. 
9  Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  394,  48  Am.  Co.,  213  Pa.  St.  468,  62  Atl.  1081, 110 
Dec.  719.  A.  S.  R.  559,  5  Ann.  Cas.  511  and 

Notes:  15  Am.  Dec.  596;  30  L.R.A-  note. 

738.  Notes:  15  Am.  Dec.  595;  20  L.R.A. 

8.  See  supra,  par.  41.  737,  738;  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  637. 

9.  Gardner  v.  Mobile,  etc.,  R.  Co.^  10.  East  Alabama  R.  Co.  v.  Doe, 
102  Ala.  635,  15  So.  271,  48  A.  S.  R.  114  U.  S.  340,  5  S.  Ct.  8G9,  29  U.  S. 
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toll-house,  canal  locks  and  other  tangible  property  of  a  canal  corpo- 
ration which  is  of  practical  use  in  the  operation  of  the  canal,*'  nor 
can  a  turnpike  road  be  reached  by  execution.'*  In  all  such  cases, 
it  has  been  said,  the  only  remedy  which  the  law  allows  to  creditors 
against  corporate  property  so  held  is  the  appointment  of  a  receiver, 
and  the  sequestration  of  its  income  and  earnings."  But  when  a 
railroad  is  constructed  and  prepared  for  use,  locomotives,  cars  and 
other  articles  and  materials,  some  of  which  axe  consumed  in  the  use, 
are  requisite;  and  the  conclusion  is  well  supported  that  these,  when 
not  in  actual  use,  are  liable  to  seizure  and  sale  for  the  payment  of 
debts.'*  So  it  has  been  held  that  personalty,  such  as  office  furniture, 
fuels,  materials  for  lights,  and  all  other  detached  property  of  railroad 
corporations,  is  liable  to  levy  and  sale,'*  and  similarly  ferry  boats 
even  on  mail  routes  have  been  said  not  to  be  exempt  from  levy  and 
sale  on  execution.'*  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  ruled  that 
personal  property  of  a  railroad  corporation,  such  as  railroad  ties, 
roils,  lumber,  water  pipe,  iron  pipe,  etc.,  kept  in  stock  for  emergency 
purpose,  is  necessary  to  enable  the  company  to  perform  its  duties 
to  the  public,  and  is  therefore  exempt,  on  the  grounds  of  public 
policy,  from  levy  and  sale  under  the  ordinary  writ  of  fieri  facias." 
Property  not  necessary  to  enable  a  quasi  public  corporation  to  carry 
on  the  operations  for  which  it  was  created  is  generally  held  subject 
10  levy  and  sale  on  execution  in  the  same  manner  as  the  property 
of  individuals.'*  Thus,  a  canal  basin,  purchased  by  a  railroad,  is 
subject  to  levy  and  sale  on  execution  against  the  company,  where 
the  railroad  has  no  authorized  canal  connection.'*  Similarly,  town 
lots  held  by  a  raiboad  company  are  subject  to  NEOcution.'*  Moie- 
over,  although  the  property  of  a  quasi  public  corporation,  essential 

(L.  ed.)  136;  Louisville,  etc.,  E.  Co.  514;  Plymouth  R.  Co.  v.  Colwell,  39 

T.  Boney,  117  Ind.  501,  20  N.  E.  432,  Pa.  St.  337,  80  Am.  Dec  526. 

3  L.R.A.  435.  14.  Louisville,  etc.,  B.  Co.  v.  Boney, 

Notes:  20  L.R.A.  738  ;  5  Aim.  Cas.  117  Ind.  501,  20  N.  E.  432,  3  L.RJi. 

513.  435.    See  next  sncceeding  paragraph. 

11.  Covington  Draw  Bridge  Co.  v.  15.  Note:  6  Ann.  Cas.  514. 
Shepherd,  21  How.  112,  16  U.  S.  (L.  16.  Lathrop  v.  Middleton,  23  Cal. 
ed.)  38;  Que  v.  Tide  Water  Canal  Co.,  257,  83  Am.  Dec.  112. 

24  How.  257,  16  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  635;  17.  Margo  v.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co., 

Brady  v.  Johnson,  75  Md.  445,  26  Atl.  213  Pa.  St,  468,  62  Atl.  1081,  110 

49,  20  L.R.A.  737;  Susquehanna  Canal  A.  S.  R.  559,  5  Ann.  Cas.  511. 

Co.  V.  Bonham,  9  Watts  &  S.  (Pa.)  18.  Shamokin  Val.  R.  Co.  v.  Liver- 

27,  42  Am.  Dec.  315.  more,  47  Pa.  St.  465,  86  Am.  Dec.  552. 

12.  Ammant  v.  New  Alezaadria,  Notes:  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  638;  5  Ann. 
etc..  Turnpike  Road,  13  Serg.  &  R.  Cas.  514. 

(Pa.)  210,  15  Am.  Dec.  593.  19.  Plymouth  R.  Co.  v.  Colwell,  39 

Note:  20  L.R.A.  738.  Pa.  St.  337,  80  Am.  Dec.  520. 

13.  Gardner  v.  Mobile,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  20.  Shamokin  YaL  R.  Co.  v.  Liver- 
102  Ala.  635,  15  So.  271,  48  A.  S.  R.  more,  47  Pa.  St,  465,  86  Am.  Dec 
84;  Overton  Bridge  Co.  v.  Means,  33  552. 

Neb.  867,  61  N.  W.  240,  29  A.  S.  R. 
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to  the  exercise  of  its  franchise  and  to  effect  the  public  purposes  con- 
templated in  its  creation,  may  generally  be  exempt  from  levy  and 
sale  under  legal  process,  yet  this  exemption  is  coextensive  only  with 
the  performance  of  the  public  purposes  the  corporation  was  intended 
to  promote,  and  when  these  puiposes  are  abandoned  the  exemption 
ceases,  and  the  property  stands  in  the  condition  of  property  not  nece&> 
sary  to  enable  the  corporation  to  perform  its  duties  to  the  public.^ 
Thus,  if  a  railway  corporation  has  ceased  to  discbarge  its  duties  and 
has  for  a  long  time  not  used  its  franchise  and  right  of  way  for  any 
purpcee,  and  has  abandoned  all  further  work,  the  land  procured  for 
a  right  of  way  and  all  the  title  of  the  corporation  therein  are  subject 
to  levy  and  sale  under  execution.* 

46.  Rolling  Stock  of  Railroads. — While  the  rolling  stock  of  a  rail- 
road is  regarded  by  some  authorities  as  essential  to  the  exercise  of 
its  franchise  and  so  not  attachable,'  in  the  opinion  of  many  other 
authorities  the  exemption  from  attachment  or  execution  which  per- 
tains to  the  franchise  of  a  railroad  or  street  railway  company  does 
not  extend  to  its  cars,  trucks,  etc.,  although  they  may  be  proper  or 
even  necessary  to  its  operation  under  its  franchise.  Such  property,  it 
has  been  said,  does  not  emanate  mediately  or  immediately  from  the 
state,  and  has  no  character  of  a  personal  biist.  Hence,  it  is  subject  to 
attachment  *  or  execution  in  like  manner  as  other  property  not  exempt 
by  statute.*  However,  it  has  been  held  that  a  freight  car  not  only 
belonging  to  a  foreign  corporation  but  actually  in  use  as  an  instrumen- 
tality of  interstate  commerce  is  not  subject  to  attachment.'  Nor,  it  has 
been  said,  are  railroad  cars  engaged  in  carrying  freight  from  another 
state  into  the  state,  to  be  returned  loaded  to  the  former  state  in  the 
transaction  of  interstate  commerce,  subject  to  attachment  in  the  hands 

1.  Gardner  t.  Mobile,  etc,  R.  Co.,  other  eorporation  within  the  stat^  sub- 
102  Ala.  635,  16  So.  271,  48  A.  S.  R.  jeet  to  execution  and  sale  in  the  same 
84.  manner  as  the  personalty  of  individ- 

Notes:  20  L.R.A.  739  ;  5  Ann.  Cas.  uals,  it  held  that  sneh  rollii^  stock 
514.  within  the  state  was  snbjeet  to  attadh- 

2.  Gardner  v.  Mobile,  etc,  R.  Co.,  ment. 

102  Ala.  635,  15  So.  271,  48  A.  S.  R.  4.  Boston,  etc.,  Ry.  v.  Gilmne^  37 
84.  N.  H.  410,  72  Am.  Dec.  336. 

Note:  15  Am.  Dee.  596.  6.  Riadon  Iron,  etc..  Works  v.  Citi- 

S.  Note:  104  A.  S.  R.  663.    See  zens'  TTaction  Co.,  122  CaL  94,  54 
Wall  V.  Norfolk,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  52  W.  Pac.  529,  68  A.  S.  R.  25;  Coe  t. 
Va.  485,  44  S.  E.  294,  94  A.  S.  R.  Columbus,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  10  Ohio  St. 
948,  64  L.R.A.  501,  wherein  the  court  372,  75  Am.  Dee.  518. 
was  of  the  opinion  that  the  rolling     Note:  20  L.R.A.  739. 
stock  of  a  railroad,  by  the  common     6.  Koontz  v.  Baltimore,  etc.,  R.  Co., 
law,  is,  because  devoted  to  a  public  220  Mass.  285,  107  N.  E.  973,  L.R.A. 
service,  exempt  from  execution;  al-  1915D  838;  Shore  v.  Baltimore,  etc., 
though  under  a  constitutional  provi-  R.  Co.,  76  S.  C.  472,  57  S.  B.  626, 
sion  making  the  rolling  stock  or  other  11  Ann.  Cas.  909  and  note.  ■ 
movable  property  of  any  railroad,  or 
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of  the  owner.^  The  right  to  go  to  the  place  of  destination  and  unload 
without  interruption  involves,  it  has  been  said,  the  right  to  complete 
the  transit  of  the  car  as  an  instrument  of  interstate  commerce  by  an 
uninterrupted  return  to  the  original  situs,  if  done  within  a  reasonable 
time'  in  the  usual  course  of  such  business.*  On  the  other  hand,  it  has 
been  held  that  the  attachment  of  a  freight  car,  owned  by  a  foreign  rail- 
road company  engaged  in  interstate  commerce,  is  not  an  unlawful 
interference  with  interstate  commerce,  if  the  car  is  not  at  tiie  time  in 
actual  use  within  t^e  state,  and  that  such  an  attachment  is  not  invalid 
under  the  federal  statute  giving  railroad  companies  autliority  to  carry 
property  on  its  way  to  other  states,  and  to  contract  with  roads  of  other 
states,  so  as  to  form  continuous  lines  of  transportation.*  Recently  this 
view  seems  to  have  received  the  favorable  assent  of  the  United  States 
supreme  court,  such  court  holding  that  cars  owned  by  a  foreign  railway 
company,  which  have  temporarily  come  into  the  state  in  the  course  of 
interstate  transportation,  through  the  agency  of  dther  canietSi  axe 
subject  to  attachment  under  the  state  laws,  despite  the  provisions  of 
the  federal  statutes  securing  continuity  of  transportation.'* 

47.  Statutory  Authority  to  Levy  on  Corporate  Franchises  and 
Property. — Numerous  statutes  have  been  enacted  providing  for  the 
levy  and  sale  on  execution  of  the  franchises  and  property  of  quasi 
public  corporations  in  satisfaction  of  debts,  and  subjecting  tiie  same 
to  liens  of  various  kinds.  Statutes  of  this  character  are  usually  con- 
strued strictly,  and  substantial  compliance  is  generally  required  to 
sustfun  the  validity  of  sales  thereunder.'*  Depot  grounds  have  been 
held  subject  to  execution  sale  under  a  constitutional  provision  that 

7.  Southern  Floor,  etc,  Co.  (L.  ed.)  708,  18  Ann.  Caa.  907,  27 
Northern  Pacific  R.  Co.,  127  Qa.  626,  L.R.A.(N.S.)  283.  This  case,  how- 
56  S.  E.  742,  119  A.  S.  R.  356,  9  ever^  ean  hardly  be  regarded  as  finally 
A  no.  Gas.  437  and  note,  9  L.R.A.  settling  this  mnch  vexed  question,  the 
(N.S.)  853;  Connery  v.  Quincy,  etc.,  eoort  itself  s^ing  that  the  case  did 
E.  Co.,  92  Minn.  20,  99  N.  W.  366,  not  call  for  a  vwy  comprehensive  de- 
104  A.  S.  R.  659  and  note,  2  Ann.  cision  on  the  subject,  and  contenting 
Cos.  347  and  note,  64  L.R.A.  624;  itself  with  deciding  that  the  ears,  situ- 
Wall  V.  Norfolk,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  52  W.  ated  as  the  record  tends  to  show  they 
"Va.  485,  44  S.  E.  294,  94  A.  S.  R.  were  when  attached,  were  not  exempt 
948,  64  L.R.A.  501  and  note.  from  process  under  the  state  laws, 

8.  Seiljelfl  v.  Northern  Cent.  R.  Co.,  H.  Lawrence  v.  Morgan's  Louisiana, 
80  S.  C.  133,  61  S.  E.  435,  16  L.R.A.  etc.,  R.  etc.,  Co.,  39  La.  Ann.  427,  2 
(N.S.)  1026  and  note.  So.  69,  4  A.  S.  R.  265;  Benson  v. 

Note:  11  Ann.  Cas.  910.  Smith,  42  Me.  414,  66  Am.  Dec.  285; 

9.  De  Rochemont  v.  New  York  Cent.  Richardson  v.  Sibley,  11  Allen  (Mass.) 
etc.,  Ry.,  75  N.  H.  158,  71  Atl.  868,  65,  87  Am.  Dec.  700;  Gulf,  etc.,  R. 
139  A-  S.  R.  673,  29  L.R.A.(N.S.)  Co.  v.  NeweU,  73  Tex.  334,  11  S.  W. 
529.  342,  15  A.  S.  R.  788. 

Note:  L.R.A.1915D  838  et  seq.  Notes:  15  Am.  Dec.  596;  20  L.R.A. 

10.  Davis  V.  Cleveland,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  740;  31  L.RA.(N.S.)  639  et  seq.;  5 
217  U.  S.  157,  30  S.  Ct.  463,  54  U.  S.  Ann.  Cas.  514,  515. 
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"real  and  personal  property"  of  a  railroad  corporation,  or  "any  part 
thereof,  shall  be  liable  to  execution  and  sale  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  property  of  individuals."  However,  even  where  the  property 
of  a  quasi  public  corporation  is  declared  by  statute  to  be  subject  to 
execution  for  the  payment  of  ita  debts,  it  is  generally  held,  where 
it  is  not  otherwise  expressly  provided  by  statute,  that  the  property 
cannot  be  sold  apart  from  its  franchise  where,  without  the  property, 
the  franchise  would  be  inoperative,  but  that  it  must  be  sold  as  an 
entirety.'* 

48.  Property  of  Charitable  or  Religious  Corporations. — It  has 
been  held  that  a  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  attaches  to  prop- 
eiiiy  secured  by  a  corporation  organized  for  charitable  and  religious 
purposes,  and  hence  that  property  so  secured  and  used  is  not  subject 
to  be  levied  on  and  sold  on  execution  where  such  sale  would  defeat 
the  trust  and  destroy  the  public  purpose  for  which  the  property  was 
donated  or  secured.'*  In  accordance  wiik  this  principle  it  has  been 
ruled  tiiat  a  levy  on  the  church  communion  service  by  tite  pastor  of 
a  religious  society  who  obtained  a  judgment  against  the  trustees  was 
invalid.!^  It  seems,  however,  that  the  right  of  a  debtor  to  a  pew  in 
a  church  may  be  attached,'*  or  levied  on  in  pursuance  of  a  writ  of 
execution." 

Poweatory  and  Cordracti£al  Interestt 

49.  Possessory  Interests  in  Geaeral. — It  has  been  said  that  the  mere 
possession  of  lands,  being  prima  facie  evidence  of  legal  title,  is  sub* 
ject  to  execution,  and  that  consequently  where  the  defendant,  in  a 
judgment,  is  in  possession  at  the  time  of  a  levy  and  sale,  he  cannot 
make  any  defense  against  the  purchaser  at  a  sheriff's  sale,  who  by  a 
purchase  under  regular  process  acquires  a  right,  at  least  to  the  posses- 
sion of  the  debtor.'*  In  accordance  with  tiiis  principle  it  has  been 
held  that  the  possessory  claims  and  improvements  of  settlers  on  public 


12.  Texas-Mexican  R.  Co.  v.  Wright, 
88  Tex.  346,  31  S.  W.  613,  31  L.E.A. 

200. 

13.  Gardner  v.  Mobile,  etc.,  R.  Co., 
102  Ala.  635,  15  So.  271,  48  A.  S.  R. 
84;  Central  Trust  Co.  v.  Moran,  56 
Minn.  188,  57  N.  W.  471,  29  L.R.A. 
212;  MeNeal  Pipe,  etc.,  Co.  v.  How- 
land,  111  N.  C.  615,  16  S.  E.  857,  20 
L.R.A.  743. 

Note:  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  642. 

14.  Fordyce  v.  Woman's  Christian 
Nat.  Library  Ass'n,  79  Ark.  550,  96 
S.  W.  155,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  485;  Hor- 
ton  T.  Tabitha  Home,  95  Neb.  491,  145 
N.  W.  1023,  Ann.  Cas.  1915D  1139, 


51  L.R.A.(N.8.)  161. 

15.  Lord  V.  Hardie,  82  N.  C.  241, 
33  Am.  Rep.  683. 

16.  Note:  22  L.R.A.  215. 

17.  Barnard  v.  Whipple,  29  Vt.  401, 
70  Am.  Dec.  422. 

18.  Switzer  V.  Skiles,  3  Oilman  (HI.) 
529,  44  Am.  Dec.  723;  Jackson  v. 
Town,  4  Cow.  (N.  Y.)  599,  15  Am. 
Dec.  405;  Tuttle  v.  Jackson,  6  Wend. 
(N.  Y.)  213,  21  Am.  Dec.  306;  Suav- 
ely V.  Wagner,  3  Pa.  St.  275,  45  Am. 
Dec.  640;  Banker  t.  Rand,  19  Wis. 
253,  88  Am.  Dec.  684. 

Note:  97  Am.  Dec.  310. 
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lands  may  be  levied  on.^*  On  the  contrary  it  has  been  said  that  it 
is  proper  to  show  that  possession  is  held,  not  by  virtue  of  some  legal 
title,  but  merely  by  sufferance  and  at  the  will  of  the  owner  and 
that  in  such  a  case  the  interest  of  the  defendant  is  not  subject  to 
execution.**  So,  on  the  ground  Uiat  a  mere  permiasiTe  occupation, 
when  the  same  cannot  ripen  into  a  legal  estate,  will  not  create  such 
an  interest  as  can  be  levied  on  and  sold  under  execution,  it  has  been 
held  that  the  occupation  and  improvement  of  public  lands  will  not 
constitute  an  interest  which  is  subject  to  levy  and  sale  under  execu- 
tion, and  that  it  is  immaterial  that  by  the  enactment  of  the  pre- 
emption acts  of  Congress  the  occupier  of  lands  is  the  only  person 
permitted  to  purchase  the  lands  during  a  limited  period.^-  Person- 
alty in  the  possession  of  a  judgment  debtor  is  presumptively  his  and 
may  be  levied  on  by  an  officer  holding  an  execution  against  him 
if  he  knows  nothing  to  rebut  such  presumption,  although  if  after 
notice  that  it  belongs  to  another  the  levying  officer  insists  on  retain- 
ing possession  he  is  liable  to  the  true  owner  in  trespass  or  trover,' 
it  b^ng  very  clear  that  the  mere  possession  of  a  personal  chattel, 
with  the  consent  of  the  owner,  will  not  render  the  chattel  liable  to 
the  debts  or  disposition  of  the  reputed  owner,'  although  if  the  posses- 
sion is  fraudulent,  and  intended  to  give  the  person  having  it  a  false 
credit,  of  which  the  jury  are  to  judge,  the  property  may  be  taken 
for  his  debts.* 

50.  Property  Held  in  Adverse  Possession. — Where  personal  prop- 
erty is  held  under  a  title  adverse  to  a  defendant  in  attachment  or 
execution,  his  interest  therein  is  considered  a  mere  right  of  property, 
which  in  the  absence  of  a  statute  to  the  contrary  is  not  liable  to 
seizure  on  mesne  or  final  process,  although  his  rig^t  of  action  thereto, 
if  enforced,  might  result  in  the  recovery  of  the  possession  of  such 
property.'  As  respects  realty  the  general  rule  now  appears  to  be 
that  the  doctrine  of  adverse  possession  does  not  apply  to  judicial 
sales  and  hence  that  land  in  the  adverse  possession  of  another  may 
be  levied  on  and  sold  under  execution,  and  by  such  sale  all  the  title 
of  the  defendant  in  execution  passes  to  the  purchaser  *  It  has  been 
held,  however,  that  whenever  real  estate  is  levied  on  and  sold  under 

19.  Switzer  t.  Skiles,  3  Oiltnan  (111.)  2.  Pilcher  v.  Hickman,  132  Ala.  674, 
529,  44  Am.  Deo.  723  and  note.  To  the  31  So.  469,  90  A.  S.  B.  930. 

effect  that  such  improvements  may  be  3.  Hebcrling  v.  Jaggar,  47  Minn, 
the  subject  of  a  sale  generally,  see  70,  49  N.  W.  396,  28  A.  S.  R.  331. 
Zickafosse  v.  Hulick,  Morris  (la.)  175,  4.  Moon  v.  Hawks,  2  Aikens  (Vt.) 
39  Am.  Dec.  458;  Wilson  v.  Webster,  390,  16  Am.  Dec.  725. 
Morris  (la.)  312,  41  Am.  Dec.  230;  5.  Horton  v.  Smith,  8  Ala.  73,  42 
Ratcliff  V.  Bridger,  1  Bob.  (La.)  57,  Am.  Dec.  628. 

36  Am.  Dec.  683.  6.  High  v.  Nelma,  14  Ala.  350,  48 

20.  Note:  97  Am.  Dec.  310.  Am.  Dec  103;  Doe  v.  Hsskins,  15  Ala. 
1.  Rhea  v.  Hughes,  1  Ala.  219,  34  619,  50  Am.  Dec.  154. 

Am.  Dec.  772. 
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an  execution  against  a  person  not  in  possession  and  the  purchaser 
brings  an  action  of  ejectment  against  the  person  found  in  possession, 
the  plaintiff  is  bound  to  prove  on  the  trial  that  the  defendant  in  the 
Execution  had  some  right,  title  or  interest  in  the  premises  sold.^ 

51.  Goods  in  Possession  of  Bailee. — ^It  seems  that  goods  may  be 
delivered  on  a  loan  or  contract  of  hire  without  rendering  them  liable 
to  levy  and  sale  by  the  bailee's  creditors  while  in  his  possession,* 
and  the  fact  that  the  beulee  has  the  privilege  of  purchase  does  not 
change  the  rule.'  On  the  other  hand,  a  debtor  cannot,  by  placing 
or  allowing  his  property  to  be  in  the  possession  of  a  third  party, 
screen  it  from  attachment  and  hence,  it  has  been  said,  however  lawful 
the  possession  of  the  bailee,  the  property  is  still  subject  to  attadiment 
at  the  suit  of  a  creditor  of  the  owner,  although  such  ri^ts  as  the 
bailee  may  have  to  the  use  or  possession  of  the  property,  and  such 
liens  as  he  may  have  on  it,  will,  of  course,  be  protected.*®  Similarly, 
it  has  been  ruled  that  the  interest  of  an  execution  debtor  in  goods 
bailed  by  him  may  be  seized  and  sold,  although  it  has  been  said 
a  levy  on  the  goods  in  the  possession  of  the  bailee  is  such  a  disturbance 
of  his  possession  as  constitutes  a  trespass,  whether  tiie  goods  were 
actually  taken  or  not** 

52.  Contractual  Interests  in  Genial. — mere  contract  to  deliver 
property  unattended  with  the  circumstances  from  which  a  delivery 
can  be  presumed  does  not  ordinarily  pass  title  thereto,  at  least  as  to 
third  persons.  Hence,  it  has  been  held  that  one  who  is  entitled  for 
services  rendered  to  receive  ten  thousand  bricks  out  of  a  kiln  has 
not,  prior  to  ^eir  delivery  to  him,  any  interest  therein  subject  to 
attachment**  On  similar  grounds  an  officer  may  under  an  attach- 
ment or  execution  levy  on  property  which  has  been  sold  by  the  defend- 
ant in  execution  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  the  sale  good  as  between 
him  and  his  vendee,  but  not  good  against  creditors,  as,  for  instance, 
where  there  has  been  a  bona  fide  sale,  but  no  delivery.*'  But  where 
the  rule  prevails  that  a  sale  of  goods  or  chattels  is  invalid  as  to  the 
creditors  of  the  seller  unless  there  is  a  change  in  the  possession,  it 
is  sufficient  to  answer  this  requirement  if  the  buyer  takes  possession 
prior  to  the  levy  on  the  goods  or  chattels  by  a  creditor  or  creditors 

7.  JflckHon  V.  TowD,  4  Cow.  (N.  Y.)  561,  22  Pac.  892,  15  A-  8.  B.  76,  6 
599.  15  Am.  Dec.  405.  L.B.A.  792. 

8.  Note:  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  779.  See  11.  Dixon  v.  White  Sewinff-Mach. 
also  BAn,MENTS,  vo!.  3,  pp.  134,  135.  Co.,  128  Pa.  St.  397,  18  Atl.  502,  IS 

9.  Harkneas  v.  Russell,  118  U.  S.  A.  8.  B.  683,  5  L.R.A.  659. 

663,  7  S.  Ct.  61,  30  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  12.  Brewer   v.   Smith,   3  GreenL 

285;  Ooodell  v.  Fairbrother,  12  R.  I.  (Me.)  44,  14  Am.  Dec.  213. 

233,  34  Am.  Rep.  631.  13.  McDonald  v.  Prescott,  2  Nev. 

Note:  26  UR.A.(N.S.)  780.  109,  90  Am.  Dee.  617.   See  generaUy, 

10.  Humphreys  v.  Hopkins,  81  Cal.  Sales. 
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of  the  seller,"  and  this  principle  has  been  sustained  even  where  by 
statute  an  immediate  delivery  is  required,"  although  in  other  juris- 
dictions it  has  been  held  that  a  change  in  the  possession  some  time 
after  the  sale,  but  prior  to  the  attachment  of  any  liens  on  the 
property  in  favor  of  the  creditors  of  the  seller,  does  not  cure  the 
prior  invalidity;  and  that  consequently  the  proper^  is  subject  to  a 
levy  by  the  seller's  creditors,  although  at  the  time  in  the  hands  of 
the  buyer.'*  Where  goods  are  sold  and  delivered  on  condition  that 
the  title  shall  not  pass  to  the  vendee  unless  the  price  agreed  on  be 
paid,  it  seems  to  have  been  very  generally  held  that  the  vendee  has 
no  attachable  interest  in  the  property  until  the  performance  of  the 
condition,*'  Where  two  people  enter  into  a  verbal  agreement  that 
one  of  them  will  furnish  the  purchase  price  of  certain  land,  and  that 
the  other  will  attend  to  the  purchase  of  the  land  in  consideration  of 
receiving  one-half  of  the  profits  which  may  later  accrue  from  a  resale 
of  the  land,  and  the  land  is  so  purchased,  the  second  party  taking  a 
deed  in  his  own  name,  and  later,  by  two  separate  conveyances,  trans- 
ferring to  the  first  party  first  one  and  then  the  other  undivided  half 
of  the  land,  the  second  party  at  no  time  has  an  interest  in  the  land 
subject  to  seizure  and  sfUe  under  execution,  but  he  has  a  right  only 
to  a  proportionate  share  of  the  profits  arising  from  its  sale  after  deduct- 
ing  the  purchase  money,  interest,  taxes  and  costs.** 

53.  Goods  Consigned  for  Sale. — consignment  of  goods  to  be  paid 
for  at  a  fixed  price  out  of  the  proceeds  of  ^e  goods  when  sold,  where 
the  contract  is  one  of  pure  agency,  and  there  is  no  attempt  at  evasiort, 
is  a  bailment  for  sale,  and  not  a  sale  with  reservation  of  title.  The 
title;  therefore,  remains  in  the  consignor  until  the  goods  are  sold  to 
a  bona  fide  purchaser  for  value,  and  they  cannot  be  levied  on  and 
sold  on  execution  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  f^;ent8.*'  But  in  construing 
a  contract  of  con^gnment  for  sale  the  court  must  determine  from 
the  wording  of  the  contract  itself  and  the  circumstances  surrounding 
it  the  true  int^tion  of  the  parties  in  making  it,  and  if  there  was 

14.  Note:  28  LJLA.(N.S.)  214,  215.  617,  49  8.  W.  488,  71  A.  S.  R.  686. 

16.  Wpstem  Uin.  Snpply  Co.  v.  19.  Gessner  v.  Palmateer,  89  Cal. 
Qninn,  40  Mont  156,  105  Pac.  732,  89,  24  Pac.  608,  26  Pac.  789, 13  L.R.A. 
135  A.  S.  R.  612,  20  Ann.  Gas.  173,  187;  Vermont  Marble  Co.  v.  Brow, 
28  L.R.A.(N.S.)  214.  109  Cal..  236,  41  Pac.  1031,  feO  A.  S. 

16.  Chenery  v.  Palmer,  6  Cal.  119,  R.  37;  Eentacky  Refining  Co.  v.  Globe 
65  Am.  Dee.  493.  Refining  Co.,  104  Ey.  559,  47  S.  W. 

Note:  28  L.R.A.(N.S.)  215.  G02,  84  A.  -S.  R.  468,  42  L.R.A.  353; 

17.  Woodbury  v.  Long,  8  Pick.  Hebberlii^  v.  Jaggar,  47  Minn.  70,  49 
{Mass.)  543,  19  Am.  Bee.  345;  Me-  N.  W.  396,  28  A.  S.  R.  331;  MeCul- 
Iver  v.  WilUamBon-Halsell-Praaier  Co.,  lough  v.  Porter,  4  Watts  &  S.  (Pa.) 
19  Okla.  454,  92  Pac.  170,  13  L.R.A.  177,  39  Am.  Dec.  68;  Barnes  Safe, 
(N.S.)  696  and  note.  etc.,  Co.  v.  Bloch  Bros.  Tobacco  Co., 

Notes:  29  Ii.R.A.(N.S.)  709  et  seq.;  38  W.  Va.  158,  18  S.  E.  482,  46  A. 
47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  173.  S.  B.  846,  22  L.R.A.  850. 

18.  Perkins  v.  Meighaa,  147  Mo.     Note:  22  L.R.A.  SSL 
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an  actual  sale  then  of  course  the  goods  may  be  levied  on  under  an 
attachment  or  execution  against  the  vendee,^  or  if  the  contract  was 

entered  into  in  the  form  of  an  agency  contract  for  the  purpose  of 
evading  the  statute  requiring  all  reservations  of  title  to  be  recorded, 
then  it  should  be  held  void  as  to  creditora.*  Goods  shipped  to  a  factor 
cannot  be  seized  on  execution  against  the  shipper,  when  the  factor, 
on  the  strength  of  the  shipment,  has  accepted  drafts  drawn  by  the 
shipper.*  'As  respects  contracts  of  sale  or  return  between  wholesalers 
or  manufacturers  and  retailers  it  is  uniformly  considered  that  in  such 
contracts  the  property  continues  in  the  original  owner,  and  hence  is 
not  attachable  as  the  property  of  the  retailer.*  On  conditional  sales 
it  seems  to  have  been  generally  held  that  the  title  to  the  goods  remains 
in  the  vendor,  until  the  performance  of  the  condition,  as  against  cred- 
itors of  the  vendee,*  although  it  has  been  held  that  the  interest  of  a 
vendee  in  a  conditional  sale  of  goods  is  attachable,  and  the  attaching 
creditor  can  hold  the  goods,  as  against  the  vendor,  by  seasonably  ten- 
dering him  the  amount  due  on  the  purchase  price.' 

54.  Uaterials  Used  in  Construction. — The  authorities  sa&  not  in 
harmony  on  the  question  whether  materials  furnished  to  a  contractor 
to  be  used  in  the  construction  of  a  building  may  be  levied  on  under 
an  attachment  sued  out  by  a  creditor  of  the  contractor.  According 
to  one  view,  such  materials  are  furnished  on  the  credit  of  the  build- 
ing, not  on  that  of  the  contractor,  and  hence  they  cannot  be  seized 
and  sold  by  the  contractor's  creditors,  title  thereto  vesting  by  the 
delivery,  not  in  him,  but  in  the  proprietor  of  the  building,  subject 
only  to  the  revendication  "of  the  seller.'  On  the  other  hand,  there 
is  authority  supporting  the  view  that  until  material  furnished  for 
the  construction  of  a  building  has  been  afBxed  to  the  structure  it 
may  be  seized  under  an  attachment  against  the  contractor.^  Where 
a  contractor  agrees  to  provide  the  materials  and  to  construct  a  vessel 
for  another,  title  thereto  does  not  pass  to  the  latter  until  the  vessel 
is  delivered,  but  it  may  be  seized  on  an  execution  against  the  builder 
even  though  the  work  is  inspected  and  approved  by  the  intending 

20.  Chickenng  y.  Bastress,  130  111.  3.  Mcldrum    t.    Snow,    9  Pick. 

206,  22  N.  E.  542,  17  A.  S.  R.  309;  (Mass.)  441,  20  Am.  Dec.  489. 

JerMna  v.  Kichelberger,  4  Watts  (Pa.)  4.  Barrett ,  t.  Pritchard,  2  Pick. 

121,  28  Am.  Dee.  691.   See  generally,  (Mass.)  512, 13  Am.  Dec.  449. 

Factors,  vol.  11,  p.  755.  Note:  22  L.R.A.  850. 

1.  Columbus  Buggy  Co.  v.  Turley,  See  generally,  Saliss. 

73  MiBS.  529,  19  So.  232,  55  A.  S.  R.  6.  Hervey  v.  Dimond,  67  N.  H.  342, 

550,  32  L.R.A.  260;  Barnes  Safe,  etc,  39  Aa  331,  68  A.  S.  R.  673. 

Co.  T.  Bloch  Bros.  Tobacco  Co.,  38  6.  Pratt  v.  Nakdimen,  99  Ark.  293, 

W.  Va.  158,  18  S.  £.  482,  45  A.  S.  R.  138  S.  W.  974,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  872 


2.  Lambeth  v.  Tumbull,  6   Rob.  Libhs. 
(La.)  264,  39  Am.  Dec.  536.  And  see     7.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  877. 
Faciobs,  vol.  11,  p.  775. 


846,  22  LJt.A.  850. 


and  note.   See  generally,  Mbceanicb' 
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purchaser  as  it  proceeds  an^  he  pays  instahaents  of  the  price  from 
time  to  time.® 

55.  Goods  Purchased  at  Execution  Sale  and  Left  in  Debtor's 
Hands. — ^Althqugh  it  is  very  geaerally  held  that  when  goods  are  pur- 
chased at  a  private  sale,  it  must  be  ^own  that  the  vendee  took  and 
kept  possession  of  them,  else  the  contract  will  be  presumed  to  be 
fraudulent  as  agaizist  creditors  of  the  vendor,*  it  seems  that  one  who 
buys  personal  property  at  a  public  judicial  sale  may  leave  it  with  the 
defendant  in  the  KEecution  without  making  it  liable  to  be  taken  unde? 
another  execution.**  It  must  be  left,  however,  under  such  a  contract 
of  bailment  as  would  in  law  protect  it  from  the  bailee's  creditors  if 
he  had  never  been  the  owner  of  it.  It  may  be  hired  or  loaned  with 
safety.**  But  if  it  be  sold  or  given,  the  purchaser  parts  with  his 
title,  and  cannot  maintain  trespass  against  anybody  for  taking  it. 
Thus,  a  contract  is  one  of  sale  and  not  a  hiring  or  a  loan  where 
the  purchaser  at  a  sheri£F's  aaXe  of  a  tailor's  stock  in  trade  leaves  the 
goods  with  the  latter  to  be  made  up  and  sold  by  him  as  he  pleases 
for  his  own  profit,  accounting  to  the  purchaser  only  for  the  money 
paid  by  him ;  and  the  goods  may  be  again  levied  on  and  sold,  under 
execution  against  the  tailor.**  Moreover,  property  bought  in  at  a 
sheii£f'8  sale  with  t^e  debtor's  money  is  subject  to  subsequoit  execu- 
tions against  the  debtor.^* 

56.  Interest  of  Landlord  and  Tenant  in  Growing  Crops. — The  own- 
ership of  growing  crops  planted  by  a  person  other  than  the  owner  of 
the  land  is  often  a  difficult  question,  the  solution  of  which  depends 
on  the  ascertainment  of  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  the  contract 
under  which  the  crops  are  planted.  Such  a  contract  may  create  the 
relation  of  master  and  servant,  in  which  event  the  title  to  the  crops 
is  exclusively  in  the  owner  of  the  land;  or  it  may  constitute  a  crop- 
ping contract  with  the  result  that  the  parties  are  tenants  in  common 
as  to  the  crops ;  or  it  may  create  the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant  ** 
so  that  the  title  to  the  crops  is  exclusively  in  the  tenant,  and  when 
this  is  the  case  the  landlord  has  no  leviable  interest  therein  until 
a  division  has  been  made  and  his  stipulated  portion  has  been  set 
apart  to  him.**   On  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  concluded  by  other 

8.  Merritt  t.  Johnson,  7  Johns.  (N.  14.  See  CuopSf  vol.  8,  pp.  373-377; 
Y.)  473,  5  Am.  Dec.  289;  Andrews  v.  Landlobd  and  Tbkant,  voL  16,  p.  683 
Dorant,  11  N.  Y.  35,  62  Am.  Dec.  55.  et  seq. 

9.  See  generally,  Sales.  16.  Dizon  t.  Niccolls,  39  111.  372,  89 

10.  Dick  V.  Cooper,  24  Pa.  St.  217,  Am.  Dec.  312;  Sims  v.  Jones,  54  Neb. 
64  Am.  Dee.  652. .  769,  76  N.  W.  150,  69  A.  S.  749 

11.  Myers  v.  Harvey,  2  Pen.  &  W.  (stating  the  proposition  but  holdii^ 
(Pa.)  478,  23  Am.  Dec.  60.  to  the  contrary);  Deaver  v.  Rice,  20 

18.  Dick  V.  Cooper,  24  Pa.  St.  217,  N.  C.  567,  34  Am.  Dee.  388. 
64  Am.  Dec.  652.  Notes:  37  Am.  Dee.  319;  fil  Am. 

IS.  Walter  v.  Gemant,  13  Pa.  St.  Dec.  4Ui  23  JJbLA.  261. 
616,  68  Am.  Dee.  49L 
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courts  that  a  landlord  and  tenant  are  tenants  in  common  of  growing 
crops  when  rent  is  reserved  in  a  share  thereof,  and  that  the  interest 

of  each  is  subject  to  levy  and  sale  for  the  payment  of  his  debts,*' 
the  sheriflF  in  attaclung  the  interest  of  one  of  them  being  justified 
in  taking  and  detaining  possession  of  the  entire  quantity,  though 
he  will  not  be  authorized  to  sell  under  the  execution  on  the  judgment 
which  may  be  recovered  in  that  action  anything  but  the  undivided 
interest  of  the  debtor.*'  It  has  been  held  that  an  execution,  for  the 
debt  of  a  tenant  at  will  of  a  farm,  may  be  levied  on  hay  in  the  bam, 
which  has  not  been  actually  delivered  to  the  lessor,  notwithstanding 
an  agreement  by  such  tenant  that  the  lessor  may  hold  all  tJie  hay  cut 
on  tlie  farm  as  security  for  the  rent,  the  latter  being  protected  in 
his  intended  lien  only  by  holding  possession.'*  Of  course,  landlord 
and  tenant  may  by  agreement  provide  that  all  of  the  crops  raised 
on  the  land  may  be  delivered  to  and  remain  the  property  of  the 
landlord,  and  be  disposed  of  by  him,  and  such  agreement  will  pro- 
tect the  title  of  the  landlord  in  the  property  as  against  an  attachment 
creditor  of  the  tenant;"  but  it  has  been  said  that  in  every  instance 
where  such  an  agreement  has  been  upheld  some  consideration  was 
shown  for  the  agreement,  as,  for  example,  that  it  was  made  for  the 
protection  of  the  landlord  in  case  of  advancements  by  him  and  such 
a  rule  cannot  apply  where  the  property,  or  a  part  of  it,  delivered 
to  the  landlord  is  to  be  immediately  redelivered  to  and  become  the 
property  of  the  tenant.**  It  has  been  ruled  that  a  person  has  no 
attachable  interest  in  wood  cut  by  him  on  a  farm  which  he  was 
occupying  under  a  contract  to  purchase  it,  the  contract  providing 
that  he  might  cut  and  sell  wood  from  the  farm,  and  after  reimburs- 
ing him^f  for  expenses,  pay  over  to  the  owners  of  the  farm  the 
residue,  if  any,  the  money  so  received  being  passed  to  his  credit,  in 
part  fulfilment  of  the  contract.* 

57.  Interest  of  Croppers. — ^Where  a  man  engages  another  person 
to  come  and  labor  on  his  farm,  as  overseer  or  cropper,  and  stipulates 
with  him  that  he  shall  have  a  share  of  the  crop  for  his  labor  and 
attention,  the  property  in  the  entire  crop  is  in  the  employer  until 

18.  Thompson    v.    Mawhinney,   17  for,  harvest,  and  deliver  to  the  owner 

Ala.  362,  52  Am.  Dec.  176;  Sims  v.  a  certain  portion  of  the  product. 

Jones,  54  Neb.  769,  75  N.  W.  150,  69  See  supra,  par.  10. 

A.  S.  R.  749.  17.  Bemal  v.  Hovious,  17  Cal.  541, 

Note:  23  L.R.A.  260.  79  Am.  Dec.  147.   See  infra,  par.  67. 

Compare   Tipton   v.   Martzell,   21  18.  Bailey  v.  FiHebrown,  9  Greenl. 

Wash.  273,  57  Pac.  806,  75  A.  S.  R.  (Me.)  12,  23  Am.  Dec.  529. 

838,  wherein  it  was  held  that  an  im-  19.  Esdon  v.  Colbarn,  28  Vt.  631, 

mature  growing  crop  is  not  subject  67  Am.  Dee.  730. 

to  levy  under  execution  against  a  ten-  20.  Famnm  v.  Hefner,  79  Cal.  676, 

ant,  where  it  was  planted  by  him  21  Pac.  955,  12  A.  S.  R.  174. 

under  an  agreement  with  his  landlord  1.  Provis  v.  Cheves,  9  R.  L  63,  08 

that  the  tenant  should  properly  care  Am.  Dec.  367. 
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the  share  of  the  oveiseer  or  cropper  is  separated  from  the  general  mass ; 

and  then,  and  not  until  that  act  ia  done,  does  the  title  to  the  ^are 
vest  or  become  executed  in  the  laborer.  Before  the  separation,  there- 
fore, the  laborer's  right  rests  solely  on  an  executory  contract  with  his 
employer,  and  he  acquires  no  leviable  interest  in  the  crop  until  the 
contract  has  been  completed.* 

58.  Vendor's  Interest  in  Realty. — ^While  some  authorities  main- 
tain that  as  long  as  any  of  the  purchase  money  remains  unpaid,  a 
vendor  who  has  made  a  contract  of  sale  of  real  estate  has  a  beneHcial 
estate  therein  to  that  extent,  and  that  this  equitable  interest  is  sub- 
ject to  a  levy  under  execution*  or  attachment,*  others  take  the 
view  that  one  who  has  made  an  enforoeable  oomtract  to  sell  real 
property,  and  received  part  of  the  purchase  money,  although  he 
retains  the  legal  title,  retains  only  a  vendor's  lien  for  the  balance 
of  the  purchase  price,  and  has  no  estate  subject  to  attachment*  or 
execution.*  Similarly,  it  has  been  held  that  a  debtor  has  no  attach- 
able interest  in  lands  which  he  has  verbally  sold  to  a  third  person, 
who  has  gone  into  possession  and  obtained  title  by  decree  of  a  court 
based  dn  such  verbal  purchase.'  A  fortiori,  a  specific  lien  on  prop- 
erty sold,  for  payment  of  the  purchase  money,  with  no  defeasance 
provided  for  by  forfeiture  or  otherwise  in  the  conveyance  is  not  a 
right,  title  or  interest  in  the  property  itself  subject  to  levy  and  sale 
under  execution.* 

59.  Vendee's  Interest  In  Realty. — At  common  law  the  interest  held 
by  a  vendee  under  a  contract  to  purchase  with  an  agreement  for  a 
conveyance  on  compliance  with  the  terms  of  sale  is  a  mere  equity 
not  subject  to  levy  and  sale  on  execution,  and  it  does  not  seem  to 
have  h^n  material,  at  least  prior  to  the  statute  of  29  Charles  II, 
«hether  or  not  the  vendee  had  fully  performed  his  part  of  the  f^ree* 

2.  Brazier  v.  Ansley,  33  N.  C.  12,  legal  title,  eren  though  he  is  in  actual 
51  Am.  Dec.  408  and  note;  Rogers  t.  possession  under  the  bond. 

Collier,  2  Bailey  L.  (S.  a)  581,  23  4.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916C  788. 

Am.  Dec  153.  B.  Borke  v.  Johnson,  37  Kan.  337, 

Notes:  51  Am.  Dee.  411;  23  URA.  15  Pae.  204,  1  A.  S.  R.  252;  Good  v. 

£60.  Williams,  81  Kan.  388,  105  Pac.  433, 

See  also  Crops,  vol.  8,  p.  373  et  eeq.  135  A.  S.  R.  392. 

3.  Million  v.  Riley,  1  Dana  (Ky.)  8.  Sheehy  v.  Scott,  128  la.  551,  104 
359,  25  Am.  Dec.  149;  Jones  V.  How-  N.  W.  1139,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  365; 
ard,  142  Mo.  117,  43  S.  W.  635,  64  Jones  T.  Howard,  142  Mo.  117,  43 
A.  S.  R.  546  (discussed,  not  decided).  S.  W.  635,  64  A.  S.  R.  546  and  note. 
Compare  Nickles  v.  Haskins,  15  Ala.  As  to  the  rights  generally  of  a  vendor 
B19,  50  Am.  D^.  154,  which  holds  under  an  executory  contract  of  sale, 
that  a  bond  for  title  to  land  invests  see  Ybndob  and  Pubchabbr. 

the  obligee  with  a  mere  equitable  title,      7.  Thacker  v.  Chambers,  6  Humph, 
which  he  cannot  set  np  as  a  bar  to  (Tenn.)  313,  42  Am.  Dec.  431. 
a  recovery  in  ejectment  by  a  pur-     8.  Fallon  v.  Worthington,  13  Colo, 
chaser  thereof  at  an  execution  sale  559,  22  Pac.  960,  16  A.  S.  R.  231, 
against  the  obl^r  still  holding  the  6  L.B.A.  708. 
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ment,  provided  the  title  still  remained  in  the  vendor.*  How- 
ever, by  virtue  of  that  and  similar  statutes  the  interest  of  such  a  vendee, 
who  has  made  full  payment,  la  subject  to  levy  and  sale  under  exe- 
cution, he  being  regarded  as  a  cestui  que  trust  for  whom  and  to 
whose  use  the  vendor  is  seized.'**  But  that  section  of  the  statute  of 
uses  rendering  lands  liable  to  execution  against  the  cestui  que  use 
or  cestui  que  trust  applies  only  to  those  trusts  in  which  the  cestui 
que  use  or  cestui  que  trust  has  the  whole  beneficial  interest  in  the 
land  and  the  brustee  the  mere  naked  or  formal  legal  title.  It  does 
not  apply  where  one  person  enters  into  a  contract  for  the  sale  and 
conveyance  of  land  to  another  and  the  vendee  pays  part  of  the 
consideration  and  eaters  into  possession  of  the  land  but  neglects  to 
pay  the  residue  of  the  purchase  money,  the  vendor  in  such  a  case 
not  being  regarded  as  seized  to  the  use  of  the  vendee  until  the  whole 
of  the  consideration  is  paid,  and  the  vendee  being  deemed  to  have 
only  a  mere  equitable  interest  which  cannot  be  levied  on  and  sold 
under  an  execution.**  The  weight  of  authority  appears  to  be  in 
favor  of  this  view  exempting  from  execution  the  interest  of  a  vendee 
who  has  not  paid  the  purchase  money,  or  has  paid  only  a  part  thereof, 
where  it  is  sought  to  subject  it  to  levy  and  sale  under  and  by  virtue 
of  some  such  statute  as  that  of  29  Charles  II.*'  Thus,  it  has  been 
held  that  where  a  bond  for  title  is  given,  the  interest  of  the  vendee 
is  not  subject  to  a  levy  and  sale  on  execution,  unless  the  purchase 
money  has  all  been  paid,**  it  being  said  that  the  obligee  in  such  a 
bond  is  not  even  equitably  possessed  of  any  right  to  have  a  title.** 
But  a  contract  of  sale  where  the  entire  consideration  has  been  paid, 
and  bond  for  title  given,  so  conveys  the  estate  as  to  render  it  subject 
at  law  to  levy  and  sale  on  an  execution  and  judgment  against  the 
vendee,  either  under  the  statute  of  uses  or  the  statute  of  frauds.*' 
There  are  some  authorities,  however,  which  take  a  different  view, 
holding  that  when  parties  have  bound  themselves  by  agreement  to 
convey  land  and  to  pay  for  it,  equity,  especially  where  part  payment 
has  been  made,  recognizes  an  interest  in  the  land  as  already  in  the 
purchaser  which  is  subject  to  levy  and  sale  under  execution,  on  the 
principle  that  the  vendor  is  to  be  regarded  as  seized  in  equity  to 
the  use  of  the  purchaser,**  while  in  some  states  the  statutes  subject- 

9.  Shute  V.  Harder,  1  Terg.  (Tenn.)  Wolfe  v.  Dowell,  13  Smedea  &  ll. 


10.  Note:  97  Am.  Dec.  309.  See  14.  Sweeney  v.  Pratt,  70  Conn.  274, 
generally,  Vendok  and  Pukchasee.  39  Atl.  182,  66  A.  S.  B.  101  and  note. 

11.  Bogert  V.  Perry,  17  Johns.  (N.  15.  Pitts  v.  McWhorter,  3  Oa.  5,  46 
Y.)  351,  8  Am.  Dec.  411;  Shute  v.  Am.  Dec.  405. 

Harder,  1  Yerg.  (Tenn.)  3,  24  Am.  16.  Thomassen  v.  De  Qoey,  133  la. 

Dec.  427.  278,  110  N.  W.  581,  U9  A.  S.  B.  605; 

12.  Note:  97  Am.  Deo.  310.  Jones  v.  Howard,  142  Mo.  117,  43  S. 

13.  Harmon  v.  James,  7  Smedes  &  W.  635,  64  A.  S.  B.  546  (diseossed, 
U.  (Miss.)  lU,  45  Am.  Dec.  296;  not  decided). 
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ing  equities  to  execution  or  attachment  are  broader  in  their  terms 
and  undtf  them  the  interest  of  a  vendee  who  has  paid  none  or  only 
a  part  of  the  purchase  money  may  be  levied  on  and  sold.^^  On  the 
o^er  hand,  in  the  few  states  where  there  is  no  statute  subjecting  equi- 
ties in  land  to  execution,  the  interest  of  the  vendee  will,  of  course,  not 
be  hable  to  levy  and  sede  until  the  legal  title  is  vested  in  him  by 
conveyance  from  the  vendor.*^  Where  an  interest  in  land  held  by 
virtue  of  a  contract  oi  purchase  is  subject  to  levy  and  sale,  a  levy 
thereon  cannot  be  divested  by  a  subsequent  surrender  of  the  contract^' 

60.  Possession  as  Affectimg  Vendee's  Intnest — ^While  it  baa  been 
said  that  the  mere  possession  of  lands  is  prima  facie  evidence  trf  legal 
title,**  it  seems  that  some  difference  of  opinion  exists  as  to  the  appli- 
cation of  this  principle  where  the  possession  is  held  in  connection 
with  and  by  virtue  of  a  contract  of  purchase.  The  better  rule  appears 
to  be  that  the  interest  of  a  vendee  of  lands  before  full  payment  has 
been  made  is  not  subject  to  levy  and  sale  on  execution,  though  he  is 
found  in  possession  of  the  property.^  A  different  conclusion  has, 
however,  been  reached  by  some  authorities,  although  this  result  has 
been  in  most  cases  influenced  by  provisions  of  statutes  which  are 
more  comprehensive  in  their  terms  than  that  of  29  Charles  II,  or 
by  judicial  policy  broader  and  more  extenave  than  the  terms  of  that 
statute.*  In  a  verbal  contract  for  the  purchase  of  lands  it  has  been 
held  that  the  possession  of  a  lessee  of  the  vendee  is  also  that  of  the 
latter,  and  that  accordingly  the  equitable  estate  thereby  created  may 
be  taken  in  execution  on  a  judgment  against  the  vendee.' 

61.  Interest  of  Purchaser  at  Execution  Sale. — ^In  the  view  of  some 
authorities,  a  purchaser  of  land  at  an  execution  sale  acquires  no 
interest,  prior  to  Uie  expiration  of  the  time  allowed  to  the  execution 
debtor  for  redemption,  which  is  subject  to  levy  and  sale  on  execution 
against  him,  but  at  most  he  has  a  mere  inceptive  interest  in  the  soil, 
which,  being  contingent,  may  never  become  an  absolute  title  to  the 
estate.*  It  has,  moreover,  been  held  that  if  an  execution  is  levied  on 
sach  an  interest  it  will  be  unavailing,  although  the  land  is  nevOT 
redeemed  from  the  first  sale.'  But  the  estate  or  interest  of  a  pur- 
chaser at  an  execution  sate  may,  after  the  time  for  redemption  has 
expired,  be  seized  and  sold  under  an  execution  issued  against  him, 
even  though  no  ^eriff's  deed  has  been  executed  or  delivered  to  him, 
for  after  such  timd  the  inceptive  interest  acquired  Jby  the  purchaser 

17.  Vieriieller's  Appeal,  24  Pa.  St.  1.  Bogert  v.  Perry,  17  Johns.  (N. 
105,  62  Am.  Dec.  365.  T.)  351,  8  Am.  Dec.  411. 

Notes:  97  Am.  Dec.  310;  Ann.  Caa.  2.  Note:  97  Am.  Dec.  311. 

1916C  787,  788.  3.  Pugh  v.  Good,  3  Watte  &  S. 

18.  Note:  97  Am.  Dec.  309.  (Pa.)  56,  37  Am.  Dec.  534. 

19.  Thomassen  v.  De  Qoey,  133  la.  4.  Bowman  v.  People>  82  HL  246, 
278, 110  N.  W.  581,  119  A.  S.  R.  605.  25  Am.  Rep,  316. 

20.  See  supra,  par.  49.  6.  Note:  8  Ann.  Cas.  475. 
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becomes  an  absolute  and-  indefeasible  equitable  estate  leaving  in  tho 
judgment  debtor  the  mere  dry,  naked,  legal  title,  with  authority  in 
the  sheriff  to  divest  it  by  executing  a  deed  to  the  purchaser  *  In 
some  jurisdictions,  however,  it  seems  that  the  ezecutjon  and  delivery 
of  a  deed  is  necessary  to  confer  an  estate  on  the  purchaser,  and  hence 
in  such  cases  the  interest  h^d  by  the  purchaser  before  the  execution 
and  delivery  of  a  deed  is  not  subject  to  levy  and  sale  under  execu- 
tion, although  such  interest  is  deemed  to  be  an  equitable  estate.'  In 
still  other  jurisdictions,  on  the  ground  that  by  his  purchase  the  pur- 
chaser acquires,  even  before  the  ^cpiration  of  the  reden^)tion  period, 
an  inchoate,  inceptive  title  to  the  land  sold,  which  may  become  a 
perfect  title  and  because  the  sheriffs  deed,  when  made,  takes  effect 
by  relation,  s&  of  the  day  of  the  sale,  it  has  been  held  that  the  estate 
or  interest  of  a  purchaser  in  land  purchased  by  him  at  an  execution 
sale  may  be  attached  or  levied  on  and  sold  under  execution  both 
before  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  redemption,  and  this 
rule  has  been  said  to  apply  to  a  redemptioner,  other  than  the  judg- 
ment debtor,  who  redeems  from  the  purchaser.*  But  in  jurisdictions 
so  holding  equities  are  much  more  generally  subject  to  execution 
sale  than  in  those  states  where  the  statute  of  29  Charles  II  or  similar 
statutes  prevail.** 

62.  Judgment  Debtor's  Right  to  Redeem. — On  the  ground  that  such 
a  practice  would,  if  allowed,  defeat  the  whole  policy  of  the  law  allow- 
ing redemptions,  and  would,  moreover,  interfere  directly  with  the 
mode  prescribed  by  the  legislature  for  redemptions  by  judgment  cred- 
itors, it  seems  to  have  been  very  generally  held  that  a  judgment 
debtor's  right  of  redemption  is  not  subject  to  be  levied  on  and  sold 
under  another  execution  i^ainst  him  within  the  period  allowed  for 
redemption. It  has  been  held,  however,  that  while  if  a- judgment 
creditor,  in  endeavoring  to  redeem  from  a  prior  execution  sale,  pays 
the  redemption  money  and  procures  the  levy  to  be  indorsed  on  his 
execution  before  the  expiration  of  the  year  allowed  to  the  debtor 
in  which  to  redeem,  this  is  an  irregularity;  yet  if  the  sale  under  such 
levy  should  not  be  made  until  flter  the  expiration  of  the  year,  the 
debtor  not  having  redeemed,  and  the  prior  purchaser  acquiesces, 
waives  the  irregularity  of  the  premature  redemption  and  levy,  and 
receives  the  redemption  money,  the  redemption  cannot  be  attacked 
for  irregularity  by  the  judgment  debtor.^^ 

6.  Pogne  V.  Simon,  47  Ore.  6,  81     9.  Note:  97  Am.  Dec.  312. 

Pac.  566,  114  A.  S.  R.  903,  8  Ann.  10.  Merrjr  v.  Bostwick,  13  lU.  398, 
Cas.  474  and  note.  54  Am.  Dee.  434;  Watson  v.  R«issig, 

Note:  97  Am.  Dec.  311.  24  111.  281,  76  Am.  Dec.  746;  Com- 

7.  Note:  8  Ann.  Caa.  475.  merce  Vault  Co.  v.  Barrett,  222  111. 

8.  Bennett  v.  Wilson,  122  Cal.  509,  169,  78  N.  E.  47,  113  A.  S.  B.  382, 
55  Pac.  390,  68  A.  S.  R.  61.  6  Ann.  Cas.  652. 

Notes:  97  Am.  Dee.  311;  8  Ann.  11.  Blair  v.  Chamblin,  SO  lU.  521, 
Cas.  476.  S9  Am.  Dec.  322. 
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63.  Levy  under  Writ  Issued  against  Executor  or  Administrator.— 
The  correct  rule  of  the  common  law  appears  to  be  that  an  execution, 

bearing  a  regular  date,  anterior  to  the  death  of  the  defendant  (though 
Uie  date  be  by  relation  back),  may  be  received  by  the  sheriff,  after 
the  death  of  the  defendant,  levied  on  the  goods  of  the  estate,  and 
the  same  may  be  legally  sold,  without  making  the  personal  repre- 
sentative a  party. With  this  exception,  however,  since  it  is  the 
established  rule  that  the  personal  property  of  a  decedent  vests  on 
his  death  in  his  executor  or  administrator,  who  for  tiie  time  being 
succeeds  to  all  the  rights  and  responsibilities  of  the  decedent  with 
reference  thereto,**  a  writ  of  execution  to  satisfy  the  debts  of  a  dece- 
dent should  be  brought  against  the  executor  or  administrator  in 
his  representative  capacity,  and  should  provide  that  it  be  levied  on 
the  goods,  etc.,  of  the  deceased  in  his  hands.**  However,  after  an 
executor  or  administrator  has  assented  to  certain  legacies  they  are 
not  liable  to  be  levied  on  under  a  fieri  facias  against  the  goods  of  a 
testator  in  the  hands  of  tibe  executor  or  administrator,  even  though 
the  executor,  being  guardian  of  the  legatee,  continues  as  guardian 
to  hold  them."^  Similarly,  it  has  been  held  that  an  execution  under 
a  judgment  against  executors  as  such  cannot  be  levied  on  land  of 
which  a  life  tenant  under  the  will  had  taken  posse^on  with  the 
executors'  assent  before  the  judgment  was  rendered.**  In  many 
cases  it  has  been  held  that  an  executor  cannot  be  sued  as  defendant, 
in  an  attachment  by  a  <»«ditor  of  the  testator,  and  the  goods  of  the 
testator  attached  to  recover  the  debt,  the  reason  being  that  the  estate 
of  a  testator  ought  to  come  into  the  hands  of  the  executor,  that  he 
may  administer  it  according  to  law,  and  pay  the  debts  if  the  assets 
suffice;  and  they  ought  not  to  be  stopped,  and  the  executor  subjected 
to  new  responsibilities,  by  proceedings  in  attachment.*'  Moreover,  it 
has  been  held,  one  creditor  ought  not  by  attachment  to  be  allowed 
to  obtain  priority  over  another  after  the  death  of  the  debtor,  as  the 
executor  then  has  superior  title  to  the  whole  fund,  as  iJiistee  for  all 
the  creditors.**  In  some  jurisdictions,  however,  by  statute  property, 
both  real  and  personal,  belonging  to  the  estate  of  a  deceased  person, 

12.  Collingsworth  v.  Horn,  4  Stew.  16.  Schley  v.  Collis,  47  Fed.  260,  13 
&  P.  (Ala.)  237,  24  Am.  Dec.  753.  L.R.A.  567. 

13.  See  ExKCUTOBS  and  Aduinis-  17,  McCoy  v.  Flynn,  169  la.  622, 
TRATORS,  vol.  11,  p.  152.  151  N.  W.  465,  L.R.A.1916D  1064; 

14.  Keniston  v.  Little,  30  N.  H.  318,  Shewell  v.  Keen,  2  Whart.  (Pa.)  332, 
64  Am,  Dec.  297.    See  Executions,  3D  Am.  Dec.  266. 

Tol.  10,  p.  1230.  18.  Note:  fi  Ann.  Gaa.  9ia 

16.  Turner  t.  Chambers,  10  Smedes 
ft  M.  (Miss.)  308,  48  Am.  Dec  751. 
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may  be  attached  on  mesne  process  in  any  suit  for  a  debt  of  tiie  deceased. 
properly  brought  against  the  executor  or  administrator.^' 

64.  Interest  of  Heir  or  Devisee  in  Decedent's  Lands. — ^The  heirs 
or  devisees  of  a  decedent  have  a  vested  interest  in  his  estate  immedi- 
ately after  his  death  and  before  settlement  thereof.*'  Hence,  the 
undivided  share  of  an  heir  in  his  ancestor's  estate  may  be  seized 
and  sold  under  execution,  or  it  may  be  attached,  such  a  seizure  or 
attachment  not  dispossessing  the  administrator  or  interfering  with 
the  administration,  althou^  the  levy  is  subject  to  be  defeated,  if  it 
is  found  necessary  to  resort  to  the  land  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  intes- 
tate.^ Nor  is  it  necessary  that  the  executor  of  an  estate  should  have 
fully  closed  up  the  administration  thereof,  if  he  has  assented  to  a 
life  interest  therein  in  order  to  render  the  interest  in  remainder 
or  reversion  limited  on  the  life  estate  subject  to  execution.'  There 
are  certain  interests,  however,  in  an  estate  of  a  decedent  that  are  not 
the  subject  of  levy  and  sale  on  execution,  generally  where  certain 
acts  have  to  be  done  by  the  executor  before  any  interest  vests  in  the 
heir.  Thus  a  devise  of  real  estate  to  be  converted  into  money,  and 
the  proceeds  to  be  distributed  among  the  devisees,  must  be  regarded 
as  a  legacy  of  money,  and  not  a  devise  of  land,  and  hence  in  such  a 
case  the  interest  of  one  of  the  devisees  therein  cannot  be  levied  on 
and  sold  on  execution,  as  he  has  no  interest  in  the  land  subject  to 
execution.'  It  has  been  held,  however,  that  where  a  testator  expresses 
in  his  will  a  desire  to  have  his  estate  divided  equally  between  his 
children,  and  that  his  executor  will  dispose  of  his  real  estate  as  soon 
as  it  can  be  done  without  loss,  such  real  estate  is  not  thereby  converted 
into  pOTBonalty,  and  the  interest  of  one  of  such  children  therein  is 
subject  to  levy  and  sale  iinder  execution.*   A  levy  on  and  sale  of 


19.  Herthel  v.  UoEim,  190  Mass. 
622,  77  N.  E.  695,  6  Ann.  Cas.  911 

and  note. 

20.  See  Exbcutors  and  Asimns- 
TRATORS,  vol.  11,  p.  155. 

1.  Martinovieh  t.  Marsicano,  150 
Cal.  597,  89  Pae.  333,  119  A.  S.  R. 
254;  McClellan  v.  Solomon,  23  Fla. 
437,  2  So.  825, 11  A.  S.  R.  381;  Doug- 
las V.  Massie,  16  Ohio  271,  47  Am. 
Dec.  375;  Hyde  v.  Barney,  17  Vt.  280, 
44  Am.  Dec.  335  and  note. 

Notes:  23  L.R.A.  643;  30  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  115. 

See  EzECUTOBs  and  Aduinistra- 
TOES,  vol.  11,  p.  156. 

A  judo:ment  creditor  of  an  heir  can- 
not levy  on  and  sell  land  formerly 
belonging  to  the  estate,  but  held  under 
a  voidable  title  by  the  administrator 


because  purchased  by  him  at  his  own 
sale.  Williams  v.  J.  P.  Williams  Co.. 
122  Ga.  178,  50  8.  E.  52,  106  A.  S. 
R.  100. 

2.  Notes:  44  Am.  Dec.  339  ;  23 
L.R.A.  643. 

3.  Baker  v.  Copenbai^er,  15  III.  103, 
58  Am.  Dee.  600;  Darst  v.  Swearin- 
gen,  224  lU.  229,  79  N.  E.  635,  115  A. 
S.  R.  152;  Beaver  v.  Roas,  140  la.  154, 
118  N.  W.  287,  17  Ann.  Cas.  640,  20 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  65;  Eneberg  v.  Carter, 
98  Mo.  647,  12  S.  W.  522,  14  A.  S. 
R.  664. 

Notes:  44  Am.  Dec.  339;  23  L.R.A. 
644. 

4.  Eneberg  v.  Carter,  98  Mo.  647, 
12  S.  W.  522,  14  A.  S.  R.  664. 
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an  unascertained  interest  of  a  debtor  in  ao  estate  is  void.*  Accord- 
ingly it  has  been  held  that  an  equity  of  redemption  in  land  is  not 
legal  assets  in  the  hands  of  heirs,  subject  to  be  levied  on  lor  debts 
of  their  ancestor  under  an  execution  at  law.'  Also  it  has  been  ruled 
that  the  vendor's  interest  in  a  partially  performed  contract  to  pur- 
chase land  of  which  the  vendee  has  been  put  in  possession  passes  to 
his  personal  representative  on  his  deaths  and  is  not  subject  to  exe- 
cution for  the  debts  of  his  heir.'  It  has  been  held  that  the  unad- 
measured  distributive  shore  of  a  husband  in  his  deceased  wife's  real 
estate  is  not  subject  to  levy  under  an  execution  against  him.*  On 
the  other  hand  it  has  been  ruled  that  the  husband  of  an  heir  to  the 
estate  of  an  intestate  has  an  interest  in  sudi  real  estate,  as  traant 
by  the  curtesy,  which  may  be  attached  and  levied  on  execution, 
immediately  on  the  death  of  the  ancestor,  and  before  any  distribu- 
tion or  action  of  the  probate  court*  A  written  renunciation  of  a 
devise  of  an  interest  in  real  estate,  made  the  day  the  will  is  admitted 
to  probate,  defeats  a  levy  on  the  property  under  execution  against 
the  devisee.*.* 

65.  Interest  of  Legatees. — In  some  jurisdictions,  often  by  virtue 
of  statute  or  statutoiy  construction,  it  is  held  that  all  l^acies  given 
to  any  person  are  subject  to  be  levied  on  in  satisfaction  of  any  judg- 
ment, in  the  same  manner  -as  debts  due  are  made  subject  to  execu- 
tion.'* In  other  jurisdictdons,  however,  it  is  held  diat  until  a  legacy 
vests  in  the  legatee  it  cannot  be  taken  on  execution  against  him,  and 
that  a  legacy  does  not  vest  so  as  to  be  taken  on  execution  against 
him  until  the  executor  has  assented  to  it,  or  at  least  until  the  time 
has  come  when  he  ought  to  assent  to  it,  and  that  that  time  does  not 
come  until  it  aj^ears  with  reasonable  certainty  that  the  executor  will 
not  need  the  legacy  to  enable  him  to  pay  claims  of  a  higher  rank 
than  the  claim  of  the  legatee.  Accordingly  it  has  been  ruled  that 
pending  the  settlement  of  an  estate,  legacies,  whether  general,  demon- 
strative, or  specific,  are  not  subject  to  levy  and  sale  under  an  execu- 
tion against  the  legatee.*'  Moreover,  where  personal  property  is 
bequeathed  to  a  class  the  membera  of  which  are  to  be  determined 
by  some  future  event,  when  the  property  is  to  be  divided  among  them, 
it  has  been  held  that  until  that  event  arrives  and  the  division  is  made 


6.  Penn  v.  Spencer,  17  Grat.  (Va.) 
85,  91  Am.  Dec.  375. 

6.  Comba  v.  Youii§r,  4  Yerg.  (Tenn.) 
218,  26  Am.  Bee.  225. 

7.  Bowen  v.  Lansing,  129  Mich.  117, 
88  N.  W.  384,  95  A.  8.  R.  427,  67 
L.R.A.  643. 

8.  Note:  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  U5. 

9.  Hyde  v.  Barney,  17  Vt.  280,  44 
Am.  Dec.  335. 

10.  Bradford  v.  Calhoun,  120  Tenn. 


53,  109  8.  W.  502,  19  LJl.A.(N.S.) 
595. 

11.  Park  V.  MeCauley,  67  W.  Va. 
104,  67  S.  E.  174,  21  Ann.  Caa.  199 
and  note,  28  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1036. 

12.  In  re  Nerac,  35  Cal.  392,  96 
Am.  Dec.  Ill;  Taylor  v.  Woodward, 
9  N.  J.  L.  115,  17  Am.  Dec.  462. 

Notes:  44  Am.  Dec.  338;  21  Ann. 
Cas.  201. 
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the  property  is  not  subject  to  execution  on  a  judgment  issued  against 
a  probable  member  of  the  class.^'  It  seems,  however,  that  legacies 
may  be  attached  in  the  hands  of  a  devisee,  for  the  legatee's  debt,  if 
they  are  charged  on  real  estate,  even  though  mere  personal  legacies 
cannot  be  attached.^  The  ri^t  of  a  man  to  elect  to  take  against 
the  will  of  his  wife  is  simply  a  personal  privil^e  and  not  an  asset 
which  can  be  attached  to  satisfy  a  claim  against  him.'* 

Other  Interests  or  Estates 

66.  Leaseholds. — A  term  for  years  in  realty  was  always,  at  com- 
mon law,  no  matter  how  long  a  period  of  time  it  covered,  regarded 
as  a  chattel,  being  transferred  as  personal,  and  not  real,  estate;  hence, 
a  leasehold  interest  in  lands  for  a  term  of  years  is,  in  the  absence 
of  a  statute  directing  otherwise,  levied  on  and  sold  by  virtue  of  an 
execution,  as  personal  property.*'  Likewise,  since  property  subject 
to  execution  is  generally  held  to  be  subject  to  attachment,"  a  lien 
on  the  lessee's  interest  in  a  leasehold  estate  may  be  acquired  by  virtue 
of  attachment  proceedings.*^  In  some  jurisdictions,  however,  chattels 
real  are  classed  by  statute  among  real  estate  liable  to  be  sold  under 
execution,  and  in  such  a  case  the  estate  of  a  lessee  under  a  lease  of 
land  must  be  levied  on  and  sold  in  the  manner  in  which  the  statute 
directs  that  real  estate  taken  by  virtue  of  an  execution  shall  be  sold.** 
Moreover,  a  mere  equitable  interest  in  a  term  of  years  cannot  be  taken 
in  execution  under  a  writ  of  fieri  facias  at  the  suit  of  a  judgment 
creditor.'*  Thus  it  has  been  held  that  an  equity  of  redemption 
which  a  lessee  has  in  a  leasehold  estate  is  not  subject  to  levy  under 
an  execution  at  law.*  It  has  been  held  that  a  debtor  who  holds  as 
tenant  at  will  has  an  interest  in  the  lands  that  is  subject  to  levy 
and  sale  under  execution,*  but  generally  it  seems  that  the  interest 

13.  Note:  21  Ann.  Cas.  202.  18.  McCreery  v.  Bemey  Nat.  Bank, 

14.  Taylor  v.  Woodward,  9  N.  J.  L.  116  AJa.  234,  22  So.  577,  67  A.  S.  B. 
115,  17  Am.  Dec.  462.  105. 

16.  In  re  Fleming,  217  Pa.  St.  610,  19.  Hyatt  v.  Vincennes  Nat.  Bank, 

66  Atl.  874,  11  L.E.A.(N.S.)  379  and  113  U.  S.  408,  5  S.  Ct.  573,  28  U.  S. 

note.  (L.  ed.)  1009;  Bowman  t.  People,  82 

16.  Freeman  v.  Dawson,  110  U.  S.  111.  246,  25  Am.  Rep.  316. 

264,  4  S.  Ct.  94,  28  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  Notes:  17  L.BA..(N.S.)  843;  15 
141;  Thalheimer  v.  Tischler,  55  Fla.  Ann.  Cas.  868. 

796,  46  So.  514,  15  Ann.  Cas.  863  and  As  to  manner  of  levying  on  realty 
note,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  841;  Coombs  v.  see  infra,  par.  94  et  seq. 
Jordan,  3  Bland  (Md.)  284,  22  Am.  20.  Scott  v.  Scholey,  8  East  467,  9 
Dec.  236;  Doe  v.  Peters,  44  N.  C.  457,  Rev.  Rep.  487,  11  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  647. 
59  Am.  Dec.  563;  Powell  v.  Nichols,  1.  Commerce  Vault  Co.  v.  Barrett, 
26  Okla.  734,  110  Pac.  762,  29  L.BJI.  222  HI.  169,  78  N.  E.  47,  113  A.  S. 
(N.S.)  886  and  note.  R.  382,  6  Ann.  Cas.  652. 

Note:  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  841  et  seq.      Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  868. 

17.  See  supra,  par.  3.  2.  Note:  29  L.R.A.(N.S.)  886. 
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of  a  lessee  under  a  lease  from  month  to  monUi,  or  tiiat  of  a  tenant 
at  will  or  by  sufferance  is  not  leviable.*  The  leviability  of  a  lessee's 
interest  in  personalty  is  considered  elsewhere.* 

67.  Joint  Estates  or  Tenancies  in  Common. — Where  persons  are 
joint  tenants  or  tenants  in  common  of  certain  personal  property  the 
sheriff  may  take  the  whole  into  his  possesion  under  a  writ  of  attach- 
ment against  one,  though  he  can  sell  only  the  interest  of  the  one 
agamst  whom  the  writ  issued.'  The  fact  that  the  latter  would  have 
no  actual  equitable  interest  in  the  pro^rty  taken  after  an  adjust- 
ment of  the  respective  rights  of  the  co-tenants  is  immaterial  provided 
he  has  the  legal  title'  to  an  undivided  part  of  the  chattels,  as  an  officer 
can  take  on  execution  and  sell  the  legal  interest  of  a  tenant  in  com- 
mon, or  joint  owner,  although  it  is  but  nominal.*  The  rule  here 
stated  applies  also  where  the  ownership  is  by  virtue  of  a  partner- 
ship relation.'  Mere  au^ority  to  sell  joint  property  given  by  one 
joint  tenant  to  emother  does  not  exempt  the  share  of  the  former 
from  levy  and  sale  under  execution.*  But  a  mere  participation  in 
the  profits  of  a  certain  enterprise  does  not  necessarily  give  one  an 
attachable  interest  in  the  fruits  thereof.  Thus,  sailors  in  a  mackerel 
voyage,  although  they  may  share  in  the  profits,  are  in  the  absence 
of  a  contract  to  the  contrary  neither  partners  in  nor  part  owners 
of  the  fish  caught;  and  have  therefore  no  attachable  interest  in  the 
catch  of  the  voyage.*  Since  the  right  of  one  tenant  in  common 
is  to  an  undivided  share  of  the  whole,  and  he  is  not  authorized  to 
carve  out  his  own  part,  nor  to  convey  In  such  a  manner  as  to  compel 
his  co-tenants  to  take  their  shares  in  several  distinct  parcels,  such 
as  he  may  please,'*  it  is  very  generally  held  that  an  execution  against 
one  holding  lands  in  joint  tenancy  oi*  tenancy  in  common  cannot  be 
levied  on  part  of  such  lands  by  metes  and  bounds,  but  it  must  be 
extended  over  the  whole  tract,  and  such  undivided  proportion  taken 
as  will  satisfy  the  debt**  In  several  cases,  however,  it  has  been  inci- 

3.  PoweU  V.  Nichols,  26  Okla.  734,  A.  S.  R.  788;  Scbatzill  v.  Bolton,  2 
UO  Pac.  762,  29  t.R.A.(N.S.)  886.     McCord  L.  (S.  C.)  478,  13  Am.  Dee. 

Note:  15  Ami.  Cas.  868.  748*,  Rains  v.  MoNairy,  4  Humph. 

4.  See  supra,  par.  12.  (Tenn.)  356,  40  Am.  Dee.  651;  Heald 
6.  Thomborg  v.  Wiggins,  135  Ind.  v.  Sargeant,  IS  Yt  506,  40  Am.  Dec. 

178,  34  N.  E.  999,  41  A.  S.  R.  422,  694.  See  also,  Cotbxanct,  toL  7,  p. 
22  L,R.A.  42;  Thorns  v.  Sonthard,  2  875. 

Dana  (Ky.)  475,  26  Am.  Dec.  467;     6.  Burton  v.  Kennedy,  63  Vt  360, 

Kimball  v.  Thompson,  4  Cush.  (Mass.)  21  Atl.  529,  25  A.  S.  B.  769. 

441,  50  Am.  Dec.  799;  Midgley  v.      7.  See  Pabtnbrship. 

Walker,  101  Mich.  583,  60  N.  W.  296,      8.  Thompson  v.  Mawhinney,  17  Ala. 

45  A.  S.  R.  431;  Caldwell  v.  Auger,  362,  52  Am.  Dec.  176. 

4  Minn.  217,  77  Am^  Dec.  515;  Law-      9.  Lewis  v.  Chadhoume,  64  Me.  484, 

rence  v.  Burnham,  4  Nev.  361,  97  Am.  92  Am,  Dec.  558. 

Dec.  540;  Waddell  v.  Cook,  2  Hill  (N.      10.  Whitton  v.  Whitton,  38  N.  H. 
Y.)  47,  37  Am.  Dec.  372;  Sharp  v.  127,  75  Am.  Dec.  163. 
Johnson,  38  Ore.  246,  63  Pac  485,  84     11.  Starr  v.  Leavitt,  2  Conn.  243,  7 
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dentally  remarked  that  such  a  levy  is  good,  by  way  of  estoppel,  against 
Uie  debtor,  so  that,  if  the  other  co-tenants  should  have  their  pur- 
parties  set  off,  on  partition,  in  severalty,  without  interfering  with 
the  part  levied  on  or  conveyed,  it  would  make  a  good  title  thereto 
to  the  grantees  or  persons  who  had  levied  thereon.^'  Moreover,  a 
partition  may  be  treated  as  legal  by  a  creditor  of  a  tenant  in  common 
when  he  levies  bis  execution,  where  it  is  made  by  release  deeds  between 
the  grantee  of  such  tenant  and  his  co-tenants,  although  the  creditor 
at  the  same  time  insists  that  the  deed  of  the  tenant  is  void,  so  far 
as  it  was  designed  to  defraud  hb  creditors.**  The  undivided  inter- 
ests of  a  tenant  in  common  in  distinct  frediolos  <nay  of  course  be 
sold  separately.** 

68.  Estates  by  Entireties. — conveyance  of  land  in  fee  to  hus- 
band and  wife  vests  the  titie  in  them  by  entireties  with  the  right  of 
survivorship;  and  neithw  can  convey  or  encimiber  the  estate  without 
the  assent  of  the  other,  nor  can  the  interest  of  either  be  sold,  under 
judgment  and  execution  against  the  other,  so  as  to  pass  title  during 
their  joint  lives,  or  as  against  the  survivor  after  the  death  of  one  of 
them.'^  However,  while  tenancy  by  entireties  is  to  be  presumed  when 
the  grantees  are  husband  and  wife,  unless  from  the  language  employed 
in  the  deed  it  is  manifest  that  a  different  purpose  was  intended,*'  a 
grant  of  land  to  husband  and  wife  "in  joint  tenancy"  makes  ihem 
joint  tenants,  and  not  tenants  by  entireties  therein,  and  the  interest 
of  each  is  then  subject  to  execution.*'  A  crop  raised  on  land  held 
by  a  husband  and  wife  by  entireties  is  likewise  held  by  them  in  the 
same  manner  and  subject  to  the  same  law  as  the  land  itself,  and 

Am.  Dee.  268;  Oodwin  v.  Gregg,  28  12  Kass.  348,  7  Am.  Dec.  76;  YamiUD 

Me.  188,  48  Am.  Dec.  489;  Bartlet  v.  Abbot,  12  Mass.  474,  7  Am.  Dec  87. 

V.  Harlow,  12  Uass.  347,  7  Am.  Dec.  -13.  Staples  v.  Bradley,  23  Conn. 

76;  Campan  t.  Godfrey,  18  Mich.  27,  167,  60  Am.  Dec  630. 

100  Am.  Deo.  133;  French  v.  Lund,  14.  Butler  t.  Roys,  26  Mich.  53,  12 

1  N.  H.  42,  8  Am.  Dec  31;  Smith  v.  Am.  Rep.  218. 

Benson,  9  Vt.  138,  31  Am.  Dec  614.  16.  Davis  v.  Clark,  28  Ind.  424,  89 

See  CoTBNANCr,  voL  7,  p.  875.  Am.  Dec.  471;  Hulett  v.  Inlow,  57 

A  creditor  procuring  &  levy  on  an  Ind.  412,  26  Am.  Rep.  64  and  note; 

entire  tract,  of  which  he  is  part  owner  Carver  v.  Smith,  90  Ind.  222,  46  Am. 

in  conjunetion  with  hia  debtor  under  Rep.  210;  Thomburg  v.  Wiggins,  135 

an  agreement  whereby  the  latter,  for  Ind.  178,  34  N.  E.  999,  41  A.  S.  R. 

a  share  in  the  land,  is  to  make  settle-  ^2,  22  L.R.A.  42;  Sale  v.  Sannders, 

ment  on  the  whole  tract,  and  the  for-  24  Miss.  24,  57  Am.  Dec  157  (dis- 

mer  to  procure  title  from  the  state,  eossed  not  decided);  Bruce  v.  Nichol- 

and  to  pay  the  purchase  money,  for-  son,  109  N.  C.  202,  13  S.  E.  790,  26 

feits  his  rights  as  against  a  purchaser  A.  S.  R.  562  and  note.    See  gener- 

onder  the  execution,  and  such  pur-  ally,  Hdsband  and  Witk,  vol.  13,  p. 

chaser  obtains  a  good  title.   Kirkpat-  1127  et  seq. 

rick  V.  Black,  10  Wattr.  (Pa.)  329,  36  16.  See  Husband  and  Wife,  vol.  13, 

Am.  Dec  182.  p.  1096  et  seq. 

12.  Godwin  v.  Gregg,  28  Me.  188,  17.  Thomburg  v.  Wiggins,  135  Ind. 

48  Am.  Dec  489;  Bartlet  v.  Harlow,  178,  34  N.  E.  999,  41  A.  S.  R.  422. 
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such  crop  is  therefore  not  ordinarily  subject  to  levy  and  sale  on  an 
execution  against  the  husband.'^  It  has  been  said,  however,  that  at 
common  law  a  husband  was  entitled  to  the  full  control  of  land  held 
in  entirety,  and  to  take  all  rents  and  profits  of  the  land  duiing  the 
joint  lives  to  the  exclusion  of  the  wife,  and  that  this  life  interest  was. 
therefore,  according  to  the  weight  of  authority,  subject  to  the  claims 
of  his  creditors." 

69.  Property  of' Husband  or  Wife  Subject  to  Sdzure. — ^Under  the 
general  nile  that  the  husband  was  entitled  to  all  the  personal  prop- 
erty which  his  wife  held  in  possession  at  the  time  of  the  marriage,*' 
it  was  generally  held  at  common  law  that  all  personalty  owned  by 
her  before  marriage  even  articles  of  c^parel  and  ornament,  except 
necessary  wearing  apparel,  were  liable  to  alitedbment  for  the  debts 
of  her  husband.^  The  effect  of  this  common  law  rule  was,  however, 
greatly  nullified  by  the  early  adoption  by  courts  of  equity  of  the 
doctrine  of  a  married  woman's  separate  equitable  estate'  and  by 
the  enactment  in  England  and  in  the  United  States  of  statutes  pro- 
viding generally  that  the  real  and  personal  property  of  any  married 
woman  which  she  may  have  at  the  time  of  marriage,  or  which  she 
may  thereafter  acquire,  shall  not  be  liable  for  h^  husband's  debts, 
but  shall  continue  her  sole  and  separate  property  as  if  she  were  a 
feme  sole.*  The  rule,  therefore,  is  that  a  husband  has  no  such  inter- 
est in  the  separate  estate  of  his  wife  aa  can  be  disposed  of  under 
execution  in  satisfaction  of  his  debts,*  and  similarly,  neither  the 
separate  property  of  a  husband  nor  community  property  can  be  levied 
on  and  sold  on  an  execution  on  a  judgment,  obtained  individually 
against  his  wife.*  But  where  a  judgment  is  recovered  against  a  hus- 
band and  wife  jointly,  without  any  specific  directions  in  the  decree 
as  to  the  estate  out  of  which  it  is  to  be  satisfied,  it  would  seem  that, 
as  a  general  rule,  it  may  be  levied  on  and  be  satisfied  out  of  the 
property  of  either  the  husband  or  wife,  or  of  the  community  prop- 
erty.* While  by  statute  in  most  jurisdictions  the  ownership  and 
enjoyment  of  their  separate  property  are  secured  to  married  women, 
in  some  states  such  property  is  subjected  to  seizure  for  debts  con- 

18.  Patton  V.  Rankin,  68  Ind.  245,  2.  See  Hosband  and  Wire,  vol.  13, 
34  Am,  Rep.  264;  Dickey  v.  Converse,  p.  1134  et  seq. 

117  Mich.  449,  76  N.  W.  80,  72  A.  S.  3.  See  Husband  and  Wafb,  vol.  13, 

R.  568  and  note.   See  Husband  and  p.- 1147  et  seq. 

Wipe,  vol.  13,  p.  1129.  4.  See  Husband  and  Wife,  vol.  13, 

19.  Hiles  v.  Fisher,  144  N.  Y.  306,  p.  1159  et  seq. 

39  N.  E.  337,  43  A.  8.  R.  762,  30  5.  Svetinich  v.  Sheean,  124  Cal,  216, 

LR.A.  305.  56  Pac.  1028,  71  A.  S.  R.  50. 

80.  See  Husband  and  Wwe,  vol,  13,  6.  Howard  v.  North,  6  Tex.  290,  51 

p.  1051  et  seq.  Am.  Dec  769. 

1.  HanloD  v.  Thayer,  Quiney  (Maas.) 
99,  1  Am.  Dec.  1. 
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tracted  by  thorn  for  necessaries  after  marriage.*  A  state's  fieri  facias 
on  a  judgment  for  a  fine  against  a  married  woman  may  be  levied 
on  her  s^arate  estate,  personal  or  real.^ 

70.  Interests  in  Public  Lands;  Homesteads. — A  purchaser  of  land 
from  the  United  States,  by  the  act  of  entry  and  payment  of  the 
purchase  money,  acquires  an  inchoate  l^al  title,  which  may  be  alien- 
ated or  divested  in  the  same  manner  as  any  other  legal  title.  Prior  to 
the  i^uance  of  a  patent,  therefore,  the  interest  of  on'e  in  lands  thus  pur- 
chased and  for  which  he  has  received  a  certificate  of  final  payment  may 
be  levied  on  and  sold  under  execution,*  such  a  certificate  being  no  more 
subject  to  cancellation  than  a  patent,  although,  of  course,  if  the  land 
had  been  previously  sold  by  the  government  or  reserved  from  sale,  the 
certificate  or  patent  might  be  recalled  as  having  been  issued  through 
mistake.  In  this  respect,  however,  there  is  no  difference  between  tihe 
certificate  holder  and  the  patentee.**  Similarly,  where  commissioners 
were  appointed  under  an  act  of  Congress  for  the  adjustment  of  land 
titles,  it  was  held  that  between  the  presentation  and  confirmation  of  the 
claim,  the  claimant  had  a  property  which  was  subject  to  seizure  and 
sale  under  execution  and  the  sul^equent  confirmation  by  the  com- 
missioners would  not  destroy  the  title  held  under  the  sheriff's  deed.** 
The  interest  of  a  miner  in  his  mining  claim  on  public  lands,  although 
held  subject  to  the  right  of  the  government  by  whose  license  and  per- 
mission possession  was  acquired,  has  likewise  been  held  to  be  prop- 
erty, which,  not  having  been  exempted  by  law,  may  be  taken  in 
execution.**  There  appears,  however,  to  be  some  difference  of  opin- 
ion among  the  authorities  as  to  wheUier  a  mere  permissive  occupier 
who  has  made  improvements  on  public  lands  has  an  interest  therein 
which  is  subject  to  levy  and  sale  on  execution.**  As  a  general  propo- 
sition, it  may  be  said  that  the  very  essence  of  a  homestead  in  the 
legal  sense  is  the  right  to  have  it  exempted  from  levy  and  sale.** 
Lands  entered  under  the  United  States  homestead  laws  are,  however, 
liable  to  the  satiisfaction  of  debts  contracted  by  the  homestead  claim- 
ant between  the  date  of  the  final  certificate  of  entry  and  the  date  of 
the  patent**  Moreover,  as  a  general  rule,  the  proceeds  of  a  volun- 
tary sale  of  a  homestead  are  liable  to  execution,  the  reason  being 

7.  Etbiis  t.  deary,  125  Pa.  St  204,  son,  4  How.  17, 11  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  856. 
11  A.  S.  B.  886.  See  Husband  and  11.  Landes  v.  Brant,  10  How.  348, 
Wipe,  vol.  13,  p.  1194.  13  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  449. 

8.  Gill  V.  State,  39  W.  Va.  479,  20  12.  McKeoo  v.  Bisbee,  9  CaL  137,  70 
S.  E.  568,  45  A.  8.  R.  928,  26  LR.A.  Am.  Dec.  642. 

655.  13.  See  supra,  par.  49. 

9.  Qoodlet  V.  Smitbson,  5  Port.  14.  See  Houestead,  vol.  13,  p.  540 
(Ala.)  245,  30  Am.  Dec.  561;  Rogen  et  seq. 

V.  Brent,  5  Oilman  (III.)  573,  50  Am.  15.  Stniby-Estabrook  Mercantile  Co. 
Dec.  422.  v.  Davis,  18  Colo.  93,  31  Pac  495. 

10.  Carroll  v.  Lafford,  3  How.  441,  36  A.  S.  B.  266. 
11  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  671;  Levi  v.  Thomp- 
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Qmt  the  law  designates  the  species  of  property  it  exempts,  and  does 
not  allow  the  debtor  to  choose  for  hiniWf  in  reelect  to  the  kind  or 
species  of  property  to  be  exempted,  since  to  permit  this  would  be 
to  substitute  the  choice  of  the  debtor  for  the  provisions  of  the  statute.'* 
It  has  been  held,  however,  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  a  home- 
stead is  protected,  when  deigned  in  good  faith  to  be  applied  to  the 
purchase  of  another,  and  while  in  transition  from  one  homestead 
to  another.^' 


71.  Control  of  Writ—In  executing  a  writ  of  fieri  facias,  the  sheriff 

is  the  agent  of  the  plaintiff,  who  is  entitled  to  its  proceeds.  Hence, 
the  plaintiff  in  execution  and  his  attorneys  have  the  right  to  control 
it  and  to  give  the  sheriff  directions  about  executing  it.'^  Similarly, 
in  the  case  of  an  attachment  the  property  is  seized  at  the  instigation 
of  the  attaching  creditor,  and  for  his  benefit,  and  consequently  he  is 
permitted  to  have  substantial  control  over  if  Such  instructions 
may  be  given  to  a  sheriff  in  the  locution  of  a  writ  as  will  not  only 
excuse  him  from  his  general  duty,  but  will  bind  him  to  the  perform- 
ance of  what  is  required  of  him,  and  generally  the  sheriff  is  liable 
if  he  refuses  to  comply  with  the  directions  given.'^  An  attaching 
creditor  or  plaintiff  in  execution  has,  however,  no  right  to  insist  on 
a  fraudulent  or  oppressive  use  of  the  writ,  or  in  any  respect  to  com- 
pel the  officer  to  exercise  a  severity  which  would  seem  to  be  actuated 
by  malice  towards  the  defendant  as  much  as  by  the  desire  to  obtain 
satisfaction  of  his  judgment*  Hence,  instructions  to  a  sheriff  need 
not  be  obeyed  by  him  if  they  are  oppressive  or  will  produce  a  great 
sacrifice  of  property.*  In  general  the  plaintiff  or  his  attorney  has 
power  to  direct  the  sheriff  as  to  the  time  and  manner  of  enforcing 
execution ; '  he  can  ae.y  whether  the  officer  shall  levy  the  writ  or 
shall  return  it  without  doing  so ;  *  he  can  order  the  writ  to  be  with- 

16.  Mann  v.  Kelsey,  71  Tex.  609,  12  17  N.  E.  668,  6  A.  S.  R.  346. 

S.  W.  43,  10  A.  S.  R.  800  and  note.  20.  Root  v.  Wagner,  30  N.  Y.  9,  86 
See  als3  generally,  Exekptions,  vol-  Am.  Dec.  348. 

11,  p.  530,  Notes:  14  Am.  Dec.  457;  95  Am. 

17.  Smith  V.  Gore,  23  Kan.  488,  33  Dec.  434. 
Am.  Rep.  188.  1,  Giddii^s  v.  Freedley,  128  Fed. 


18.  Qouwens  v.  Qouwens,  237  lU.  355,  63  C.  C.  A.  85,  65  L.B.A.  327. 
506,  86  N.  E.  1067,  127  A.  S.  R.  338;      2.  McDonald  v.  Neilson,  2  Cow.  (N. 
Farrar  v.  Wingate,  4  Rich.  L.  (S.  C.)  T.)  139,  14  Am.  Dec.  431. 
35,  63  Am.  Dec.  709;  Rowe  v.  Hardy,     Note:  14  Am.  Dec.  457. 
97  Va.  674,  34  S.  E.  625,  76  A.  S.  R.     3.  Gorham  v.  Gale,  7  Cow.  (N.  T.) 


19.  Id  re  Dawson,  110  N.  Y.  U4,     4.  Humphrey  v.  Hitt,  6  Grat.  (Ya.) 


III.  Making  of  Levy 


In  Qentral 


811. 


739,  17  Am.  Dec.  549, 
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drawn  or  su^nded  permanentiy  or  temporarily,'  or  he  may  direct 
that  the  property  of  one  only  of  the  defendants  be  levied  on.*  On 

the  other  hand  it  has  been  held  that  the  sheriff  in  levying  is  not 
bound  by  the  directions  of  the  plaintiff  to  levy  on  any  particular 
property  pointed  out,  and  is  only  required  to  levy  on  property  of 
sufficient  value  to  satisfy  the  plainUfifs  demand.'  While  a  plainti£f 
in  execution  has  the  right  generally  to  control  the  writ,  he  is  not 
bound  to  do  so,  it  being  incumbent  on  him  neither  to  point  out  the 
time,  place,  or  extent  of  the  levy,  nor  to  indemnify  the  sheriflf  against 
his  liability,  if  he  levies  on  the  goods  of  another,*  but  when  a  writ 
is  received  by  an  officer  and  no  instructions  are  given,  it  is  his  duty 
to  proceed  with  due  diligence  to  execute  it'  So,  although  an  execu- 
tion creditor,  or  his  counsel,  is  generally  expected  to  point  out  prop- 
erty to  be  levied  on,  his  not  doing  so  does  not  relieve  the  sheriff  from 
responsibility,  if,  through  information  from  others,  or  by  reasonable 
inquiries  and  diligence,  he  can  ascertain  whether  the  defendant  ha^ 
property  subject  to  execution.  If  be  has  such  knowledge,  no  matter 
bow  obtained  or  known,  and  fails  to  levy  on  it,  he  will  be  liable.*^ 
The  general  principle  is  well  settled  that  when  a  sheriff  under  instruc- 
tions of  the  judgment  creditor  makes  a  levy  in  the  manner  and  on 
the  property  directed  by  him,  the  sheriff  may,  if  he  does  not  know- 
ingly act  in  an  unlawful  and  illegal  manner,  recover  damages  from 
the  judgment  creditor  to  indemnify  him  even  in  the  absence  of  a 
bond  of  indemnity  or  an  express  contract  to  indemnify.**  It  is  not, 
however,  sufficient  to  establish  the  liability  either  of  the  plaintiff 
or  of  his  attorneys  that  he  or  they  placed  the  writ  in  the  hands  of 
the  officer  with  a  general  direction  to  execute  it,  for  such  direction 
must  be  construed  as  extending  only  to  the  doing  of  the  acts  which 
the  writ  will  justify.^*  So  directions  to  an  officer,  on  the  suggestion 
of  a  doubt  by  him  whether  the  property  attached  on  the  writ  co'uld 
be  held  legally  as  the  property  of  the  debtor,  to  make  inquiries  into 

509,  52  Am.  Dee.  133;  Rowe  V.  Hardy,  Cas.  1041  and  note;  Adair  v.  Mc- 
97  Va.  674,  34  S.  E.  625,  75  A.  S.  R.  Daniel,  1  BaUey  L.  (S.  G.)  15S,  19 
811.  Am.  Dec.  664.   As  to  right  of  indem- 

5.  Root  V.  Wagner,  30  N.  Y.  9,  86  nity,  see  generally,  Shkriivs. 

Am.  Dec.  348;  Hickman  v.  Caldwell,     9.  Goavens  t.  Oonwena,  237  III.  506, 
4  Rawle  (Pa.)  376.  27  Am,  Dec.  274.  86  N.  E.  1067, 127  A.  S.  R.  338. 
Note:  14  Am.  Dec.  457..  10.  Note:  95  Am.  Dec  434,  435. 

6.  Root  T.  Wagner,  30  N.  T.  9,  86  11.  Otey  t.  Moore,  17  Ala.  280,  52 
Am.  Dee.  348.  Am.  Dee.  173;  Higgins  t.  Russo,  72 

7.  Lawson  v.  State,  10  Ark.  28,  50  Conn.  238,  43  Atl.  1050,  77  A.  S.  R. 
Am.  Dec.  238.   See  infra,  par.  100.     307;  AmoM  v.  Fowler,  94  Md.  497, 

8.  Pileher  v.  Hickman,  132  Ala.  674,  51  Atl.  299,  89  A.  S.  R.  444  and  note. 
31  So.  469,  90  A.  S.  R.  930;  Penning-  See  Sheriffs. 

ton  V.  Yell,  11  Ark.  212,  52  Am.  Dec.     12.  White  v.  Striblmg,  71  Tex.  108, 
262;  Mayfield  Woolen  Mills  v.  Lewis,  9  S.  W.  81, 10  A.  S.  R.  732. 
89  Ark.  488,  117  S.  W.  558,  16  Ann.     Note:  89  A.  S.  R.  449. 
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the  matter  before  levying  on  it,  do  not  evince  such  a  contool  aa  would, 
exempt  the  officer  from  responsibility.*' 

72.  Person  to  Make  Levy. — As  a  general  proposition  a  fieri  facias 
or  writ  of  attachment  cannot  be  levied  except  by  the  officer  to  whom 
it  is  directed,**  who  of  course  must  by  law  be  duly  authorised  so 
to  act,  a  levy  by  an  officer  without  authori^  of  law  being  no  levy 
at  all.**  Hence,  where  a  ii.  fa.  is  directed  to  '  all  and  singular  the 
^eriffs,  or  their  lawful  deputies  and  coroners  of  the  state"  a  levy  by 
a  constable  of  a  justice's  court  is  invalid,  and  such  a  levy  should  be 
dismissed  on  a  motion  made  at  the  trial.**  However,  it  has  been 
said  that  a  person  levying  an  execution  and  making  a  sale  of  prop- 
erty in  pursuance  thereof  is  presumed  to  be  an  officer  properly  author- 
ized, and  it  is  not  necessaxy  for  a  purchaser  to  show  that  such  person 
was  an  officer  de  jure.*'  The  sheriff  is  ordinarily  the  proper  officer 
to  serve  a  writ  of  execution  or  attachment,*^  and  he  is  protected  in 
making  a  levy  undea  a  writ  which  is  v^d  and  regular,  however 
full  his  knowledge  may  be  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  cause  of  action 
on  which  the  writ  issued,^  or  of  the  wrongful  and  malicious  intent 
of  the  party  in  suing  out  the  writ.**  Also  a  writ  of  fi.  fa.  or  attach- 
ment may  generally  be  assigned  to  a  deputy  sheriff  to  levy,**  in  which 
event  the  deputy  acts  for  his  principal,*  and  has  all  the  powers 
which  may  be  exercised  by  a  sheriff  in  serving  or  executing  process.* 
Moreover,  a  sheriff  making  a  deed  ratifies  a  levy  and  sale  by  a  deputy, 
for  the  purchaser's  protection,  though  the  deputy  acted  without  any 
regular  ai^intment.*   In  some  cases  a  coroner  is  duly  empowered 

13.  Chase  v.  Plymouth,  20  Vt.  469,  v.  Fletcher,  1  Vt  168,  18  Am.  Dee. 


14.  Peoples  v.  Garrison,  141  Qa.  411,  19.  Curtis-Baam  Go.  v.  Lang,  83 
81  S.  B.  U6.  61  LJR.A.(N.S.)  635;  Neb.  728,  120  N.  W.  178, 131  A.  S.  R. 
Johnson  v.  EUdns,  90  Ky.  163,  13  S.  660;  Riee  v.  Miller^  70  Tex.  613,  8 


16.  Oliver  v.  Warren,  124  Oa.  549,  Note:  95  Am.  Dee.  427. 

53  S.  E.  100,  110  A.  S.  R.  188,  4  See  generally,  Sherots. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  1020;  KeUy  v.  Paris,  10  20.  Whitney  v.  ButterfieW,  13  Cal. 

Vt.  261,  33  Am.  Dec.  199.  335,  73  Am.  Dec.  584;  Locke  v.  Coie- 

16.  Peeples  v.  Garrison,  141  Ga.411,  man,  2  T.  B.  Mon.  (Ky.)  12,  15  Am. 
81  S.  E.  116,  51  L.R.A.(N.S.)  635.  Dec.  118;  Lovett  v.  Pike,  41  Me.  340, 

17.  Doty  V.  Gotham,  5  Pick.  (Mass.)  66  Am.  Dec  248;  Everett  v.  Herrin, 
487,  16  Am.  Dec.  417.  46  Me.  357,  74  Am.  Dec.  455;  Tuttle 

18.  Bybee  v.  Ashby,  2  Gilman  (HI.)  v.  Jackson,  6  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  213,  21 
151,  43  Am.  Dec.  47;  Cole  v.  Parker,  Am.  Dec.  306. 

7  la.  167,  71  Am.  Dec.  439;  Lowry  v.  1.  Governor  v.  Vanmeter,  9  Leigh 

Erwin,  6  Rob.  (La.)  192,  39  Am.  Dec.  (Va.)  18,  33  Am.  Dec.  221. 

556,  overruled  on  another  point  by  Du-  2.  Burton  v.  Wilkinson,  18  Vt.  186, 

puy  V.  Bemiss,  2  La.  Add.  509 ;  Wash-  46  Am.  Dec.  146.    See  generally, 

ington  V.  Sanders,  13  N.  C.  343,  21  Sheriffs. 

Am.  Dec.  336;  Sydnor  v.  Roberts,  13  3.  Brooks  v.  Rooney,  11  Ga.  423,  66 

Tex.  598,  65  Am.  Dee.  84;  I^mpson  Am.  Dec.  430. 


50  Am.  Dee.  6a 


676. 


W.  448,  8  L.R.A.  552. 


S.  W.  317,  8  A.  8.  R.  630. 
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to  execute  a  levy/  and  where  the  writ  issues  from  a  federal  court  a 
levy  thereon  is  made  by  a  marshal.'  A  constable  has  no  authority 
to  make  a  seizure  by  execution  or  attachment  unless  specially  author- 
ized, and  a  seizure  made  by  him  without  being  so  authorized  renders 
the  whole  proceedings  a  nullity.*  However,  a  constable  acting  wiUiin 
the  scope  of  his  authority  and  under  a  valid  process  is  as  much  an 
officer  of  the  court  out  of  which  the  process  is  issued  and  the  prop- 
erty seized  is  in  the  law's  custody  as  effectually  as  though  the  acts 
were  performed  by  a  sheriff  of  a  state  court  or  a  marshal  of  a  federal 
court'  The  sheriff  of  one  state  may  not  levy  process  issued  by  the 
courts  of  such  stote  on  property  situate  in  another  state,  as  no  state 
tribunal  can  exercise  jurisdiction  over  persons  or  property  within 
the  borders  of  another  state.^  Moreover  by  the  rules  of  the  common 
law  the  sheriff  of  one  county  has  no  authority  to  levy  an  attachment 
or  execution  and  seize  property  thereunder  situate  in  another  county.* 
The  legislature  may,  however,  confer  power  on  sheriffs  to  levy  on 
and  sell  lands  not  lying  within  the  county.** 

73.  Effect  of  Ipterest  in  Officer  Executing  Levy. — On  the  ground 
that  ministers  of  justice  should  be  freed,  as  far  as  practicable,  from 
all  the  improper  bias  which  may  result  from  self-interest,  the  law 
wisely  declares  that  no  man  shall  be  his  own  officer,  and  that  no 
one  shall,  in  his  own  person  and  by  his  own  hand,  do  himself  right 
by  legal  process.'*  Therefore,  where  it  appeals  that  the  sheriff  is 
one  of  the  persons  beneHcially  interested. in  a  judgment,  to  satisfy 
which  a  levy  and  sale  are  to  be  made,  another  officer  should  act, 
a  levy  by  an  interested  sheriff  or  other  officer  being  void,  and  a  sale 
under  such  levy  vesting  no  title  in  the  purchaser.'*  It  has  been 
held,  however,  tihat  a  sheriff  who  b  a  member  of  a  banking  corpora- 
tion may  serve  process  thereon,  because,  not  being  personiJly  liable, 

4.  Clymer  v.  Willis,  3  Cal.  363,  58  8.  Note:  6  A.  S.  R  189.  See 

Am.  Dec,  414;  Peeples  v.  Garrison,  Sheriffs. 

141  Ga.  411,  81  S.  E.  116,  51  L.R.A.  9.  Jones  v.  Baxter,  146  Ala,  620,  41 

(N.S.)    635.     See   next   succeeding  So.  781,  119  A.  S.  R.  54;  OldBeld  v. 

paragraph.  Eulert,  148  lU.  614,  36  N.  E.  615,  39 

6.  Freeman  v.  Dawson,  110  U.  S.  A.  S.  R.  231;  Stephenson  v.  Doe,  8 

264,  4  S.  Ct  94,  28  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  Blackf.  (Ind.)  508,  46  Am.  Dec.  489; 

141;  Marks  v.  Sharp,  181  U.  S.  562,  Benson  v.  Smith,  42  Me.  414,  66  Am. 

21  S.  Ct  724,  45  tJ.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1002.  Dec.  285;  Aired  v.  Montague,  26  Tex. 

6.  Washington  v.  Sanders,  13  N.  C.  732,  84  Am.  Dec  603. 

343,  21  Am.  Dec.  336;  Boyce  v.  Owens,  10.  Oldfield  v.  Eulert,  148  HI.  614, 

2  McCord  L.  (S.  C.)  208, 13  Am.  Dec  36  N.  E.  616,  39  A.  S.  B.  231. 

711.  11-  Singletary  v.  Carter,  1  Bailey 

7.  Mayfleld  Woolen  Mills  t.  Lewis,  L.  (S.  C.)  467,  21  Am.  Dee.  480. 

89  Ark.  488,  117  S.  W.  558,  16  Ann.  IS.  Knight  v.  Morrison,  79  Qa.  ^ 

Cas.  1041;  Malcom  t.  Spoor,  12  Mete.  3  S.  E.  689,  U  A.  S.  R.  405  and  note; 

(Mass.)  279,  46  Am.  Dec.  675;  Pitkin  Snydacker  v.  Brosse,  51  III.  357,  99 

V.  Bumham,  62  Neb.  385,  87  N.  W.  Am.  Dec  551  and  note;  Bowen  v. 

160,  89  A.  S.  R.  763,  55  L.R.A.  280.  Jones,  35  N.  C.  25,  55  Am.  Dec.  426. 
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he  is  not  a  party  to  the  action.*'  In  many  jurisdictions  it  is  pro- 
vided that  when  the  sheriff  is  a  party  to  the  action  a  writ  of  attach- 
ment or  execution  must  be  directed  to  the  coroner  of  the  county.'* 
74.  When  Levy  Should  Be  Made. — ^An  execution  cannot  properly 
be  levied  after  the  expiration  of  the  latest  return  day  allowed  by  law, 
whether  it  specifies  a  return  day  or  not.  Not  only  is  a  levy  after  the 
expiration  of  such  day  void,  and  an  order  of  sale,  and  a  sale  founded 
on  it  nullity,^*  but  a  seizure  of  prq>erty  after  the  return  day  will  con- 
stitute a  trespass.'*  It  is  also,  of  course,  illegal  to  act  on  a  h.  fa.  after 
satisfaction  has  been  made  to  the  sheriff,  and  he  is  a  trespasser  if  he 
seize  goods  afterwards.  On  payment  the  execution  becomes  functus 
officio.*'  An  execution  may,  however,  be  levied  on  the  day  on  which 
it  is  returnable,**  and  it  has  been  held  that  the  time  within  which  an 
execution  is  returnable  commences  to  run  from  the  time  of  its  delivery 
to  the  officer  for  service,  rather  tiian  from  the  time  of  its  preparation 
by  the  clerk.**  Moreover,  it  has  been  held  that  where  notice  to  a  sheriff 
levying  an  execution  on  a  tenant's  property  is  given  of  the  landlord's 
claim  for  rent  due,  the  sheriff  cannot  defend  an  action  for  the  rent  on 
the  ground  that  the  levy  was  illegal,  it  being  made  after  the  return 
day.**  If  an  officer  has  sold  land  or  personalty  under  execution, 
the  law  presumes,  in  the  absence  of  all  testimony  to  the  contrary, 
that  he  did  his  duty  by  levying  the  execution  while  in  full  force 
and  the  silence  of  his  return  on  that  subject  is  not  sufficient  to  repel 
the  presumption.*  On  the  other  hand,  a  sheriff's  return  on  execution 
is  not  conclusive  as  to  the  time  of  levy,  and  a  mortgage  may  dbow 
that  the  levy  was  made  after  tiie  time  named  in  the  return,  and 
after  hia  rights  had  accrued.*  While  the  latest  period  which  the  law 
allows  for  the  service  of  an  execution  is  the  day  when  it  is  return- 
able, as  a  general  proposition  the  officer  should  not  wait  until  the 
return  day  before  he  levies,  for  the  defendant  may  remove  his  goods 
from  the  county,  or  sell  them  to  a  hona  fide  purchaser  without  notice 

13,  Adams  v.  Wiscasset  Bank,  1  17.  Tiffany  v.  St.  John,  65  N.  T. 
Oreenl.  (Me.)  361,  10  Am.  Dec.  88.  314,  22  Am.  Rep.  612;  Den  v.  Roberta, 

14.  Adams  v.  Wiscasset  Bank,  1  33  N.  C.  424,  53  Am.  Dec.  419. 
Greenl.  (Me.)  361,  10  Am.  Dec.  88;  18.  Vail  v.  Lewis,  4  Johns.  (N.  Y.) 
Callais  v.  McLeod,  30  N.  C.  221,  49  450,  4  Am.  Dec.  300;  Fletcher  v.  Brad- 
Am.  Deo.  376;  Bowen  v.  Jones,  36  N.  ley,  12  Yt.  22,  36  Am.  Dec.  324. 


15.  Waldrop.v.  Friedman,  90  Ala.  19.  Schroeder  v.  Pehling,  20  S.  D. 
157,  7  So.  510,  24  A.  S.  R.  775;  Osbom  642,  108  N.  W.  252,  129  A.  S.  R.  952. 
V.  Cloud,  23  la.  104,  92  Am.  Dec.  413;  20.  Westervelt  v.  Pinckney,  14 
Wyer  v.  Andrews,  13  Me.  168,  29  Am.  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  123,  28  Am.  Doc.  516. 
Dee.  497;  FauU  v.  Cooke,  19  Ore.  465,  1.  Greer  v.  Wintersmith,  85  Ky.  516, 
26  Pac.  062,  20  A.  S.  R,  836.  4  S.  W.  232,  7  A.  S.  R.  613;  Hartwell 

16.  VaU  V.  Lewis,  4  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  v.  Root,  19  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  345,  10 
450,  4  Am.  Dee.  300;  Barnard  v.  Am.  Deo.  232. 

Stevens,  2  Aikens  (Vt.)  429,  16  Am.  2.  Nail  v.  Granger,  8  Mioh.  450,  77 


C.  25,  55  Am.  Dec.  426. 


Note.  95  Am.  Dec.  424. 


Dec  733. 


Am.  Dec  462. 
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of  the  execution,  or  they  m«f  be  seized  on  an  execation  or  attach- 
ment issuing  out  of  a  court  not  of  record.  Beeddes,  it  is  the  sherifiTs 
duty  to  make  return  of  the  execution  and  pay  over  the  amount  due 
thereon  by  the  return  day.  It  is,  therefore,  wiser  for  him  as  a  rule 
to  levy  at  the  earliest  convenient  day  in  order  to  obtain  the  fruits 
of  the  execution.*  In  fact  this  principle  has  by  some  courts  been 
expressed  in  the  form  of  a  positive  rule  of  law  to  the  effect  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  a  ^eriff  when  process  is  placed  in  his  hands  to 
execute  it  with  the  utmost  expedition,  or  as  soon  after  it  is  received 
as  tiie  nature  of  the  case  will  admit,*  and,  it  has  been  held,  he  is 
liable  for  all  damage  occasioned  by  his  failure  to  proceed  with  proper 
alacrity.*  According  to  other  courts,  however,  a  sheriff  is  bound  to 
use  reasonable  diligence  only  in  executing  a  levy;  and  what  consti- 
tutes such  diligence  d^ends  on  the  particular  facts  and  circumstances 
of  the  case,  as  for  instance,  whether  the  writ  be  for  fraud,  or  because 
the  defendant  is  about  to  leave  the  state,  or  remove  his  property, 
and  the  like.*  A  plaintiff  in  execution  has  also,  of  Course,  the  power 
to  direct  the  sheriff  as  to  the  time  of  enforcing  execution,'  and  he 
may  direct  it  to  be  held  until  furthw  orders.*  However,  an  indorse- 
ment on  a  fieri  facias,  "stay  of  sale  only,"  applies  only  to  the  sale, 
and  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the  sheriff  to  make  a  levy  will  render 
him  liable  for  neglect*  There  is  nothing  to  prevent  a  sheriff  from 
serving  an  execution  in  the  night,  as  well  as  in  the  day-time.^*  In 
fact  it  may  often  be  that  a  levy  can  only  be  made  at  night.  But 
when  a  sheriff  or  other  officer  goes  without  any  previous  attempt  to 
levy  at  a  late  hour  of  the  ni^t,  and  thus  unnecessarily  intrudes 
on  tlie  rest  of  the  debtor  and  his  family,  it  may  be  held  to  evince 
a  wantonness  which  may  make  him  a  trespasser  from  the  beginning.^' 
The  levy  of  an  execution  on  Sunday  is  void,"  and  a  writ  placed  in 
the  sheriff's  hands  on  Sunday  cannot  be  officially  received  by  him 
on  that  day.  It  can  only  be  considered  officially  in  his  hands  when 
Sunday  has  expired.^*   It  may  also  be  stated  that  it  is  the  duty  of 

3.  Note:  95  Am.  Dec.  424.  39  N.  E.  1086,  46  A.  S.  R.  911,  27 

4.  Cole  V.  Parker,  7  la.  167,  71  Am.  L.R.A.  374  and  note;  Slattery  v.  Jones, 
Dec.  439 ;  Wyer  v.  Andiews,  13  Me.  96  Mo.  216,  S  S.  W.  654,  0  A.  S.  R. 
168,  29  Am.  Dec.  497.  344. 

5.  Lindsay  v.  Armfidd,  10  N.  C.  9.  Farrar  v.  Wingate,  4  Rich.  L. 
548,  14  Am.  Dec.  603.  (S.  C.)  35,  53  Am.  Dee.  709. 

6.  mitney  v.  Butterfield,  13  Cal.  10.  Burton  v.  WUkinscm,  18  Vt.  186, 
335,  73  Am.  Dec.  584;  People  v.  Pal-  46  Am.  Dec.  145. 

mer,  46  111.  398.  95  Am.  Dec.  418  and  11.  Barrett  v.  White,  3  N.  H.  210, 
note;  Com.  v.  Magee,  8  Pa.  St.  240,  14  Am.  Dec.  352;  McEIhenny  v.  Wylie, 
49  Am.  Dee.  509;  Farrar  v.  Wingate,  3  Strob.  L.  (S.  C.)  284,  49  Am.  Dec. 
4  Rich.  L.  (S.  C.)  35,  53  Am.  Dec.  643. 

709.  12.  Note:  95  Am.  Dee.  429.  See 

7.  Gorham  v.  Gale,  7  Cow,  (N.  T.)  also  Sundays  ahd  Houdats. 

73!>,  17  Am.  Dec.  540.  13.  Whitney  v.  Batterfield,  13  CaL 

8.  Sweetscr  v.  Uatson,  153  HI.  568,  335,  73  Am.  Dee.  584. 
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a  sheriff  and  his  deputies  to  levy  first  the  execution  that  comes  into 
his  hands  first,  and  if  his  d^uty  levies  first  a  junior  execution,  it 
has  been  held  that  the  sheriff  on  being  apprised  of  this  fact  should 
pay  the  money  to  the  plaintiff  in  the  senior  execution.'*  A  sheriff 
cannot,  with  his  own  money,  pay  the  pl^tiff  in  an  execution,  and 
afterwards  levy  the  execution  out  of  the  property  of  the  defendant; 
nor  can  he  take  a  bond  or  other  security,  and  detain  the  execution 
in  his  hands,  and  use  it  afterwards  to  enforce  the  payment  of  the 
money  advanced  by  him.'*  The  effect  of  the  death  of  one  of  the 
parties  after  judgment  on  the  right  to  levy  an  eixecuti<m  is  treated 
elsewhere.** 

75.  Levy  Effected  by  Unlawful  or  Fraudulent  Ueans. — ^An  attach- 
m«at  or  levy  is  void,  if  an  officer  unlawfully  and  fraudulently  gets 
possession  of  the  debtor's  properly,  and  then  attaches  it  on  mesne  proc- 
ess, or  levies  it  on  execution.''  Thus,  taMng  property  by  force  from 
the  person  of  a  debtor  renders  the  levy  void.'*  Also,  where  property 
is  fraudulently  or.  forcibly  removed  or  procured  to  be  removed  a 
creditor  from  one  state  into  another  for  the  purpose  of  attaching  it,  the 
attachment  will  not  be  permitted  to  stand.'*  Similarly,  where  the 
sheriff  of  one  county,  having  a  writ  in  his  hands  for  service  against  the 
property  of  ^e  debtor,  finds  such  property  in  the  latter's  possession 
in  another  county,  and  stating  to  him  that  he  has  an  attachment 
against  his  proper^,  takes  possession  of  it,  conveys  it  into  his  own 
county,  and  there  makes  a  formal  levy,  such  levy  is  void.**  An 
attachment  of  property  taken  by  an  officer  from  the  person  of  one 
arrested  for  the  commission  of  crime  is  void,  it  has  been  held,  if 
the  officer  took  the  property  simply  for  the  purpose  of  getting  pos- 
session of  it,  90  that  he  mi^t  attedi  it  on  writs  which  he  then  held 
or  expected  to  receive;  but  if  he  took  it  in  good  faith,  to  secure  the 
safe-keeping  of  the  prisoner,  an  attachment  of  it  by  him  on  a  writ 
which  ^en  comes  into  his  hands  is  valid.  In  such  a  case  it  is  a 
question  of  fact  for  the  jury  whether  an  officer  who  took  property 
from  a  prisoner,  arrested  for  the  commission  of  a  crime,  acted  bona 
fide  and  for  a  proper  purpose,  or  mala  fide  and  for  an  improper 
purpose.* 

76.  Forcible  Entrance. — The  common  law,  jealous  of  intrusion  on 
domestic  peace  and  security,  did  not  permit  an  officer  to  break  open 

14.  Eennon  v.  Ficklin,  6  B.  Mon.     Note:  93  Am.  Dec.  466. 
(Ky.)  414,  44  Am.  Dec.  776.   Se?  gen-      18.  See  enpra,  par.  5. 

erally,  Shkritfs.  19.  Mvers  v.  Myers,  8  La.  Ann.  369, 

15.  Reed  v.  Pruyn,  7  Johns.  (N.  T.)  58  Am.  Dec.  689. 

426,  5  Am.  Dec.  287.  Note:  93  Am.  Dec.  466. 

16.  See  Executions,  vol.  10,  p.  1229  20.  Pomroy  v.  Parmlee,  9  la.  140, 
et  seq.  74  Am.  Dee.  328. 

17.  Pomroy  v.  Parmlee,  9  la.  140,  1.  Closson  t.  Morrison,  47  N,  H. 
74  Am.  Dec.  328;  Closson  V.  Morrison,  482.  93  Am.  Dec.  459.  See  also 
47  N.  H.  482,  93  Am.  Dec.  459.  Gabkishubkt,  vol.  12,  p.  811. 
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an  outer  door  of  the  defendant's  dwelling  housOi  for  the  purpose  of 
levying  a  fi.  fa.  on  the  goods  of  the  defendant^  unless  the  king  was 
plaintiff  and  even  then  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  signify  the  cause 
of  his  coming  and  request  that  the  door  be  opened,*  although  of 
course  if  the  door  was  open  the  sheriff  might  properly  enter,  and 
levy  an  execution  *  So  to-day  the  genered  rule  is  that  a  sheriff  or 
other  officer  cannot  break  open  the  outer  door  or  other  outside  pro- 
tection to  a  dwelling  house  against  the  prohibition  of  the  owner,  for 
the  avowed  purpose  of  making  an  attachment  *  or  levying  an  exeou- 
tion  on  the  owner's  goods  therein,'  some  courts  going  so  far  as  to 
hold  that  an  officer  has  no  right  to  enter,  even  without  force,  as 
by  merely  lifting  the  latch  if  the  outer  door  is  closed,  thereby  likening 
the  case  to  burglary.*  In  fact  it  has  been  held  that  an  officer  can- 
not force  his  way  into  a  dwelling  house  to  execute  civil  process  where 
the  door  is  only  partly  and  not  entirely  closed,  if  there  are  persons 
within  resisting  his  entrance,  the  principle  being  that  if  an  officer 
cannot  enter  peacefully  before  the  door  is  shut,,  he  ought  not  to 
attempt  it,  since  such  an  attempt  unavoidably  endangers  a  breach 
of  the  peace,  and  is  as  much  a  violation  of  the  ownePs  rig^t  as  if 
he  had  broken  the  door  at  ffrst.^  It  seems  moreover  to  be  now  well 
settled,  though  it  was  long  held  otherwise,*  that  where  an  officer 
unlawfully  gets  possession  of  a  debtor's  property,  by  breaking  into 
his  dwelling  house  without  proper  authority,  and  then  attaches  it 
on  mesne  process,  or  levies  on  it  on  execution,  the  attachment  or 
levy  will  be  void.'  But  after  an  officer  has  once  peaceably  effected 
an  entrance  into  a  debtor's  house,  he  may,  in  the  execution  of  civil 

2.  Keith  v.  Johnson,  1  Dana  (Ky.)  Cush.  (Mass.)  302,  60  Am.  Dec.  786, 
604,  25  Am.  Dec.  167 ;  Ilsley  v.  Nichols,  wherein  it  is  held  that  an  officer  may 
12  Pick.  (Mass.)  270,  22  Am.  Dec.  lawfully  break  a  door  to  execute  a 
425;  Hooker  v.  Smith,  19  Vt.  151,  47  writ  of  habere  facias  possessionem  for 
Am.  Dec.  679 ;  Semayne's  Case,  5  Coke  a  house,  without  a  pm-ious  demand 
91a,  11  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  629  and  note.  for  entrance,  where  be  has  no  reason 

3.  Semayne's  Case,  5  Coke  91a,  11  to  suppose  there  is  any  one  in  the 
Eog.  Rul.  Cas.  629  and  note.  house,  though  there  are  persons  there, 

4.  Ilsley  V.  Nichols,  12  Pick.  (Mass.)  but  it  appears  that  tbey  are  there  to 
270,  22  Am.  Dec.  425;  Swain  v.  Miz-  oppose  the  execution  of  the  process, 
ner,  8  Gray  (Mass.)  182,  69  Am.  Dec.      6.  Curtis  v.  Hubbard,  4  Hill  (N.  Y.) 
244.  437,  40  Am.  Dec.  292. 

6.  Snydacker  v.  Brosse,  51  HI.  357,  7.  State  v.  Beckner,  132  Ind.  371, 

99  Am.  Dec.  551;  State  v.  Beckner,  31  N.  E.  950,  32  A.  S.  R.  257;  State 

132  Ind.  371,  31  N.  E.  950,  32  A.  S.  v.  Armfield,  9  N.  C.  246,  11  Am.  Dec. 

R.  257;  People  v.  Hubbard,  24  Wend.  762. 

(N.  Y.)  369,  35  Am.  Dec.  628  and  Note:  L.R.A.1916B  958,  959. 
note;  Curtis  v.  Hubbard,  4  Hill  (N.  8.  People  v.  Hubbard,  24  Wend.  (N. 
y.)  437,  40  Am.  Dec.  292;  Burton  v.  Y.)  369,  35  Am.  Dec.  628  (discussed). 
Wilkinson,  18  Vt.  186,  46  Am.  Dec  9.  Closson  v.  Morrison,  47  N.  H. 
145.  482,  93  Am.  459  (discussed,  not  de- 
Note:  25  Am.  Dec.  171,  172.  cided). 

Compare  Howe  v.  Butterfield,  4  Note:  11  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  643. 
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process  against  his  goods,  after  a  request  and  refusal,  break  open 
any  inner  doors  belonging  to  hira,  in  order  to  ta^e  the  goods. 
Where  a  building  is  leased  in  distinct  portions  to  several  tenants,  all 
of  whom  have  the  right  to  use  the  outer  door  of  the  building  and 
the  hallways  in  common,  the  doors  leading  from  the  hallways  into 
a  tenement  in  the  sole  and  exclusive  possession  of  a  tenant  are  to  be 
regarded  as  outer  doors  which  an  officer  has  no  right  to  break  open  in 
order  to  serve  civil  process.'^  Moreover,  while  in  Uie  eyes  of  the  law 
the  house  or  castle  of  a  man  is  to  be  a  refuge  for  himself,  a  place 
of  safety  for  his  goods,  and  of  repose  for  his  family,  that  immunity 
is  to  be  allowed  only  to  the  owner  himself,  and  it  is  not  to  be  a 
sanctuary  for  others.  Hence,  if  a  demand  is  first  made  and  refused 
for  the  opening  of  the  doors,  a  house  may  be  broken  into  to  levy 
on  -goods  belonging  to  another  than  the  owner  of  the  house,  or  the 
membera  of  his  family."  But  in  such  cases  the  officer  levying  the 
writ  acts  at  his  peril,  and  if  the  goods  sought  are  not  on  the  prem- 
ises he  is  liable  in  trespass.'*  Again,  the  maxim  that  "a  man's  house 
is  his  castle"  extends  only  to  his  dwelling  house;  and  therefore  a 
barn,  or  outhouse,  not  connected  with  the  dwelling  house,  may  be 
broken  open  in  order  to  levy  an  execution  or  attachment.^*  Simi- 
larly, a  sheriff  has  authority  to  break  open  a  store  unconnected  with 
a  dwelling  house,  or  not  fqrming  part  of  the  curtilage,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  levying  an  execution, >*  and  it  seems  that  if  a  building  is 
occupied,  in  different  parts,  for  dwelling  and  for  business,  the  officer 
may  gain  forcible  access  to  the  business  part,  even  through  a  common 
door.'*  But  as  a  general  rule  in  all  such  cases,  a  request  must  be 
first  made  for  admittance,  although  it  seems  that  a  bam  in  a  field 
may  be  opened  without  request'' 

Manner  and  Sufficiency  of  Levy  on  Personalty 

77.  In  General. — The  adjudicated  cases  on  the  question  of  what 
constitutes  a  valid  levy  of  an  execution  or  an  attachment  are  not 
entirely  harmonious.  At  common  law  the  officer  would  enter  the 
premises  on  which  the  goods  were,  and  leave  one  of  his  assistants 

10.  Snydaeker  v.  Brosse,  51  HI.  357,     13.  Note:  11  Eng.  Bnl.  Gas.  638. 
99  Am.  Dee.  551;  Keith  v.  Johnson,     14.  Burton  v.  Wilkinson,  18  Vt.l86, 
1  Dana  (Ky.)  604,  25  Am.  Deo.  167.  46  Am.  Dec.  145. 

Note:  11  Eng.  Rul.  Caa.  637.  Note:  H  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  637. 

11.  Swain  V.  Mizner,  8  Gray  (llfass.)  15.  Ha^erty  v,  Wilber,  16  Johns. 
182,  69  Am.  Dec.  244.  (N.  Y.)  287,  8  Am.  Deo.  321. 

12.  Keith  V.  Johnson,  1  Dana  (Ky.)  16.  Stearns  v.  Vincent,  60  Mich.  209, 
604,  25  Am.  Dec.  167;  De  Graffenreid  15  N.  W.  86,  45  Am.  Rep.  37. 

V.  Mitchell,  3  McCord  L.  (S.  C.)  506,     17.  Burton  v.  Wilkinson,  18  Vtl86, 
15  Am.  Dec.  648;  Semayne'a  Case,  5  46  Am.  Dec.  145. 
Coke  91a,  11  Eng.  RoL  Caa.  629  and 
note. 
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in  possession  of  them,  or  would  cause  an  inventory  to  be  taken  and 
remove  them.'^  At  the  present  time,  however,  the  courts  are  not 
generally  disposed  to  go  to  this  length,  although  in  most  jurisdictions 
it  is  necessary  to  the  completion  of  a  levy  that  there  be  a  seizure, 
either  actual  or  constructive.^*  Actual  seizure  is  accomplished  by 
a  manucaption  of  the  thing  intended  to  be  seized.  A  constructive 
seizure  is  accomplished  by  tiie  actual  reduction  by  the  officer  of  the 
property  intended  to  be  seized  to  his  own  control.  He  must  have 
brought  such  property  so  for  under  his  subjection  that  he  could 
exercise  control  over  it.  He  must  exercise  or  assume  to  oxercise  domin- 
ion by  virtue  of  his  writ.**  Or,  as  it  has  been  expressed  in  many 
cases,  he  must  do  some  act  for  which  he  could  be  successfully  prose- 
cuted as  a  trespasser,  if  it  were  not  for  the  protection  afforded  him 
by  the  writ,'  the  levy  being  valid  and  operative  from  that  time  only, 
and  not  operating  by  relation  from  the  time  prior  steps  were  taken 
to  make  the  levy.'  A  mere  paper  levy,  therefore,  will  not  in  general 
be  sufficient*  In  many  jurisdictions  the  mode  in  which  writs  and 
precepts  shall  be  served  and  executed  is  regulated  by  statute,  and 
in  such  cases,  the  doings  of  the  officer  are  invalid  unless  they  are 
substantially  conformable  thereto.*  It  has  been  decided  that  no  overt 
act  by  the  ^eriff  is  necessary  to  constitute  an  attachment  of  property 
previously  in  his  custody  on  another  attachment,  since,  as  the  sheriff 
already  has  the  actual  custody,  mere  form  or  ceremony  for  form's 
sake,  and  not  for  the  preservation  of  substance,  is  not  required.* 
The  receipt  therefore  by  an  officer  of  a  subsequent  writ,  while  the 

18.  Beekman  v.  Lansing,  3  Wend.  231;  Davidson  v.  Waldron,  31  HI.  120, 
(N.  Y.)  446,  20  Am.  Dec.  707;  Brad-  83  Am.  Dec.  206;  State  v.  Beckner, 
ley  V.  Kesee,  5  Cold.  (Tenn.)  223,  94  132  Ind.  371,  31  N.  E.  950,  32  A.  S. 
Am.  Dec.  246.  R.  257;  AUen  v.  McCalla,  25  la.  464, 

19.  Qiddings  v.  Preedley,  128  Fed.  96  Am.  Dec.  56  and  note;  Battle  Creek 
355,  63  C.  C.  A.  85,  65  L.R.A.  327;  Valley  Bank  v.  Madison  First  Nat. 
Crisman  v.  Doreey,  12  Colo.  567,  21  Bank,  62  Neb.  825,  88  N.  W.  145,  56 
Pac.  920,  4  L.R.A.  664;  Jones  v.  L.R.A.  124;  Bradley  v.  Kesee,  5  Cold. 
Howard,  99  Ga.  451,  27  S.  E.  765,  (Tenn.)  223,  94  Am.  Dee.  248;  Portis 
59  A.  S.  R.  231;  Odiome  v.  CoUey,  .v.  Parker,  8  Tex.  23,  68  Am,  Dec. 
2  N.  H.  66,  9  Am.  Dec.  39;  Green  v.  95. 

Coit,  81  Ohio  St.  280,  90  N.  E.  794,  Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1916B  984. 

135  A.  S.  R.  784;  Jones  Lumber,  etc.,  2.  Hibbard  v.  Zenor,  75  la.  471,  39 

Co.  V.  Fans,  6  S.  D.  112,  60  N.  W.  N.  W.  714,  9  A.  S.  R.  497. 

403,  55  A.  S.  R.  814;  Reed  v.  Shepard-  8.  Crisman  v.  Dorsey,  12  Colo.  567, 

son,  2  Vt.  120,  19  Am.  Dec.  697.  21  Pac.  920,  4  L.R.A.  664;  State  v. 

Notes:  25  Am.  Dec.  413;  83  Am.  Beekner,  132  Ind.  371,  31  N,  E.  950, 

Dec.  215;  51  A.  S.  R.  61;  Ann.  Cas.  32  A.  S.  R.  257. 

1916B  984.  4.  Benson  v.  Smith,  42  He.  414,  66 

20.  Jones  v.  Howard,  99  Ga.  461,  Am.  Dec.  285. 

27  S.  E.  765,  59  A.  S.  R.  231.  5.  Hollister  v.  Goodale,  8  Conn.  332, 

1.  Goode  V.  Longmire,  35  Ala.  668,  21  Am,  Dec  674  (discussed,  not  de- 

76  Am.  Dec.  309;  Jones  v.  Howard,  eided). 
99  Ga.  451,  27  S.  £.  765,  69  A.  S.  R. 
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first  ia  in  his  hands,  operates  as  a  constructive  levy  on  all  property  in 
his  possession  by  virtue  of  the  first*  The  fact  or  sufficiency  of  a 
levy  of  an  attachment  cannot  be  inquired  into  or  disputed  by  a  party 
who  admits  in  bis  pleading  the  levy  of  the  attachment' 

78.  Necessity  of  Manual  Possession. — ^In  the  view  of  most  authori- 
ties an  officer  levying  execution  on  personal  property  must  take  such 
actual  and  exclusive  possession  as  the  nature  of  the  property  will  per- 
mit, constructive  possession  not  being  sufficient  where  an  actual  pos- 
session is  feasible.^  He  must,  therefore,  if  the  property  is  cf^able 
of  manual  delivery,  take  manual  possession  of  it  He  must  do  that 
which  would  amount  to  a  change  of  possession,  or  which  would  be 
equivalent  to  a  claim  of  dominion,  coupled  with  a  power  to  exercise 
it.*  Similarly,  it  seems,  the  consensus  of  modern  authorities  is  that 
the  officer  levying  an  attachment  must  take  actual  possession  of  the 
property  attached,  as  far  as,  under  the  circumstances,  is  practicable. 
He  must  put  himself  in  position  to,  and  must  in  fact,  assert  and 
enforce  a  dominion  over  the  property  adverse  to  and  exclusive  of  the 
attachment  debtor,  and  such  property  must  be  in  his  substantial 
presence."  Therrfore,  where  an  officer  with  a  writ  of  attachment 
unlocked  the  door  of  a  carriage  house  in  which  there  was  a  carriage 
saying  at  the  same  time  that  he  attached  the  property  within,  but 
another  officer  having  another  writ  sprang  in  and  seized  the  carriage 
before  the  first  had  touched  it,  the  second  officer  was  held  to  have 
the  prior  attachment,**  In  the  opinion  of  other  authorities,  however, 
it  is  not  essential  to  the  levy  of  either  an  execution  or  an  attachment 
on  chattels  that  there  should  be  a  physical  seizure  or  a  dispossession 
of  the  person  in  whose  custody  the  chattels  are  found."  In  fact  it 
has  been  held  that  no  manual  interference  whatsoever  is  essential  to 
a  valid  levy  thereon,  and  that  the  officer  need  not  even  touch  the 

6.  Odiome  r.  CoUey,  2  N.  H.  66,  Hook,  37  Mo.  207,  90  Am.  Dec.  378; 
9  Am.  Dec.  39.  Portds  t.  Parker,  8  Tex,  23,  68  Am. 

Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916B  997.  Deo.  95. 

7.  Toonff  v.  South  Tredegar  Iron  10.  Meyer  v.  Missouri  Glass  Co.,  65 
Co.,  85  Term-.  189,  2  S.  w7m,  4  A.  Ark.  286,  45  S.  W.  1062,  67  A.  S.  B. 
S.  B.  752.  927  and  note;  Hollister  v.  Qoodi^le,  8 

8.  Crisman  v,  Doiaey,  12  Colo.  567,  Conn.  332,  21  Am.  Dec.  674  and  note; 
21  Pac  920,  4  L.B.A.  664;  National  Jones  Lumber,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Faris,  6 
Bank  v.  Duff,  77  Kan.  248,  94  Pac  S.  D.  112,  60  N.  W.  403,  56  A.  S.  B. 
260,  127  A.  S.  B.  417,  15  Ann.  Cas.  814. 

882,  16  L.B.A.(N.8.)  1047;  Parys's  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916B  986. 

Appeal,  41  Pa,  St.  273,  80  Am.  Dec  11.  Hollister  v.  Goodale,  8  Conn. 

e&.  332,  21  Am.  Dec.  674. 

Note:  31  Am.  Dee.  490.  12.  Nichols  v.  Patten,  18  Me.  231, 

9.  Hibbard  v.  Zeaor,  76  la.  471,  39  36  Am.  Dec.  713;  Battle  Creek  Valley 
N.  W.  714,  9  A.  S.  B.  497;  Bogera  v.  Bank  v.  Madison  First  Nat.  Bank,  62 
Hame  Cent  E.  Co,  113  Me.  436,  94  Neb.  825,  88  N.  W.  145,  56  L.R.A. 
AtL  758,  Atiw-  Caa.  1916B  999  and  124;  Weatherby  v.  Covington,  3  Strob. 
note,  L.B.AJ916F  1184;  Newman  v.  L.  (S.  C.)  37,  49  Am.  Dec  623. 
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property,^'  but  it  is  sufficient  if  Ibe  property  is  present  and  subject 

for  the  time  being  to  Uie  control  of  the  officer  holding  the  writ,  and 
that  he  in  express  terms  asserts  his  dominion  over  it  by  virtue  of 
such  writ**  So,  in  levying  on  a  certain  number  of  bricks  in  a  kiln, 
among  a  larger  number,  it  has  been  held  that  it  is  not  necessary 
to  seize  or  to  toudi  every  individual  brick,  nor  for  that  matter  is 
the  actual  touching  of  even  one  at  the  time  of  levy  necessary,  so 
far  at  least  as  the  defendant  is  concerned,  but  it  is  sufficient  that  at 
the  time  of  the  levy  they  were  in  the  officer's  power  and  might,  if 
necessary,  have  been  touched  or  taken  away,  and  that  he  indicated 
the  levy  by  word  or  deed,  or  by  entering  it  on  the  execution. It 
should  be  observed,  however,  that  although  there  are  many  cases  in 
which  executions  or  attachments  have  been  sustained,  where  the  prop- 
erty, though  personal,  was  not  reduced  to  the  actual  possession  of 
the  officer,  such  as  the  attachment  of  blocks  of  granite,  a  house  on 
another  person's  land,  a  bam  full  of  hay,  etc.,  these  decisions  were 
in  the  main  not  intended  to  disturb  the  law  requiring  an  officer 
to  take  possession  of  personal  property,  but  were  merely  relaxations 
of  the  rule  on  the  subject,  owing  to  the  ponderous  and  bulky  nature 
of  the  property  to  be  attached ;  and  to  meet  such  cases,  adequate  pro- 
vision is  now  very  generally  made  in  the  statutes  of  the  several  juris* 
dictions.** 

79.  Necessity  of  Removal. — It  seems  to  be  a  general  rule  of  law, 
the  object  being  to  prevent  fraud,  that  a  transfer  of  possession  and 
actual  removal  of  personal  property  is  necessary  in  order  to  render 
an  attachment  valid  as  against  creditors.''  Moreover  it  has  been 
held  that  an  officer  has  no  right  to  make  use  of  the  tenement  of  one 
person  to  keep  goods  attached  on  a  writ  against  another  for  a  longer 
time  than  is  reasonably  necessary  to  remove  them,  and  if  he  does 
do  so  he  becomes  a  trespasser.*^  However,  a  failure  to  remove  per- 
sonal property  attached  is  excused  where  the  removal  of  the  property 
cannot  be  effected  without  great  injury  or  expense,  or  where  the 
removal  would  cause  material  damage,  as  in  the  case  of  hides  in  a 
vat,  or  paper  in  a  mill,  at  such  a  period  of  the  process  of  manufacture 

13.  Parish  V.  Van  Aradale-Osbome  (Mass.)  Ill,  38  Am.  Dec.  394;  Hem- 
Brokerage  Co.,  92  Kan.  286,  140  Pac.  menway  v.  Weller,  14  Pick.  (Bfa^.) 
835,  Aim.  Cas.  1916B  981  and  note;  408,  25  Am.  Dec.  411. 

Hill  V.  Harris,  10  B.  Mon.  (Ky.)  120,  Note:  21  Am.  Dee.  680. 

50  Am.  Dec.  642.  17.  Mills  v.  Camp,  14  Conn.  219,  36 

Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916B  987.  Am.  Dec  488. 

14.  Battle  Creek  Valley  Bank  v.  18.  Malcom  v.  Spoor,  12  Mete. 
Hadison  First  Nat.  Bank,  62  Neb.  825,  (Mass.)  279,  46  Am.  Dee.  675;  Fitch- 
88  N.  W.  145,  56  L.R.A.  124.  burg  R.  Co.  v.  Freeman,  12  Gray 

16.  Hill  V.  Harris,  10  B.  Mon.  (Ky.)  (Mass.)  401,  74  Am.  Dee.  600;  WU- 

120,  50  Am.  Dec.  542.  liams  v.  Powell,  101  Mass.  407,  3  Am. 

16.  Heard  v.  Fairbanks,  6  Mete.  Rep.  396. 
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that  a  removal  would  cause  material  damage  or  destruction.^*  So  it 
seems  it  is  not  necessary  to  remove  from  the  place  in  which  they 
are  found  bulky  articles  difficult  of  removal,  as  piles  of  lumber,  bricks, 
ston^,  etc.,***  although  the  fact  that  such  property  is  difficult  of 
removal  does  not  excuse  the  failure  of  an  officer  to  take  possession,  it 
being  still  incumbent  on  him  to  do  whatever  may  be  necessary  to  take 
the  property  into  custody.*  After  a  levy  has  been  made  on  goods  and 
chattels  by  virtue  of  a  writ  of  attachment  or  execution  the  officer  may 
confide  them  to  another  person  fer  safe  keeping.*  Thus,  goods  stored 
in  a  warehouse  are  sufficiently  levied  on  under  a  writ  of  attachment,  by 
taking  actual  possession  of  and  placing  them  in  charge  of  a  keeper.* 
And  it  is  not  necessary  to  the  validity  of  an  attachment  on  fixturea 
of  which  an  officer  takes  pmseeaion  and  over  which  he  puts  a  keepw 
that  the  property  should  be  removed  or  reason  given  in  the  return 
why  it  was  not  removed.*  Moreover,  it  has  been  said  that  the  con> 
tinual  presence  of  an  attaching  office,  by  himself  or  by  an  agent,  is 
not  necessary  if  be  uses  due  diligence  to  prevent  the  property  levied 
on  from  going  out  of  his  control."  It  has  even  been  held  that  an  officer 
may,  at  bis  peril,  leave  the  property  levied  on  in  the  possession  of  the 
defendant*  Similarly  it  has  been  determined  that  goods  in  a  build- 
ing are  sufficiently  attached  when  an  officer  enters  a  building,  pub- 
licly proclaims  that  he  attaches  all  the  property  therein,  locks  up 
the  building,  and  delivers  the  key  to  an  employee  of  the  debtor, 
with  directions,  assented  to  by  such  employee,  to  keep  the  property 
for  him.'  However,  property  attached  must  be  removed,  when 
such  removal  is  necessary  for  the  retention  of  pcffiseesionf  notwith- 
standing such  removal  will  be  attended  with  some  inconvenience.* 
But  in  cases  where  very  great  waste  must  be  made  by  a  removal,  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  officer  to  give  tiie  debtor  notice  of  an  attachment 
before  he  proceeds  to  make  the  removal,  and  if  the  waste  and  injury 
of  a  removal  can  be  av(uded  by  ordinary  diligence,  it  is  to  be  avoided.* 


*  19.  Mills  V.  Camp,  14  Conn.  219,  36 
Am.  Dec.  488. 

20.  Very  v.  Watkins,  23  How.  469, 
16  TJ.  S.  (L.  ed.)  522;  Davidson  v, 
Waldron,  31  Dl.  120,  83  Am.  Dec. 
206;  HiU  v.  Harris,  10  B.  Mon.  (Ky.) 
120,  50  Am.  Dec.  542;  Hemmenway  v. 
"Wheeler,  14  Pick.  (Mass.)  408,  25 
Am.  Dec.  411;  Odiome  v.  Colley,  2 
N.  H.  66,  9  Am.  Dec.  39. 

Notes:  21  Am.  Dec.  677  at  seq.;  Ann. 
Gas.  1916B  994,  998. 

1.  Crisman  t.  Dorsey,  12  Colo.  567, 
21  Pae.  920,  4  LJt.A.  664. 

2.  Very  t.  Watkins,  23  How.  469, 


16  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  522. 

3.  Sinsbeimer  v.  Whitely,  111  Cal. 
378,  43  Pac.  1109,  52  A.  S.  R.  192. 

4.  Morey  v.  Hoyt,  62  Conn.  542,  26 
Atl.  127,  19  L.R.A.  611. 

5.  Mills  V.  Camp,  14  Conn.  219,  36 
Am.  Dec.  488. 

6.  Bin  T.  Harris,  10  B.  Mon.  (Ky.) 
120,  50  Am.  Dec.  542. 

7.  Shephard  v.  Butterfield,  4  Cash. 
(Mass.)  425,  50  Am.  Dec.  796. 

8.  Chadbomne  v.  Sunmer,  16  N.  H. 
129,  41  Am.  Dec.  720. 

9.  Bairett  v.  White,  3  N.  H.  210, 14 
Am.  Dee.  352. 
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80.  Viewing  Property. — It  is  generally  necessary  to  a  valid  levy 
of  an  execution  or  an  attachment,  on  personal  property,  as  against 
third  persons  at  least,  that  the  property  should  be  within  the  view 
of  l^e  officer.'*  it  being  said  to  be  too  plain  for  argument  that  there 
can  be  no  levy  when  the  officer  dpes  not  even  know  the  subject  of 
the  levy.''  Accordingly,  it  has  been  held  that  a  levy  on  a  lot  of 
logs,  wme  of  them  scattered  along  a  stream  in  detached  parcels  for 
a  mile  and  a  half,  and  the  remainder  in  a  mill  pond,  where  some  of 
them  were  under  the  ice  which  covered  the  same,  and  could  not  be 
seen,  is  invalid  as  to  such  of  the  logs  as  were  out  of  the  sight  and 
control  of  the  sheriff.'*  Similarly,  a  proclamation  of  a  levy  on  goods 
locked  up  but  not  in  sight  has  been  held  not  to  be  a  good  levy.'* 
Where,  however,  goods  were  in  the  hold  of  a  vessel  covered  by  other 
goods,  and  an  officer  went  on  board  and  said  he  attached  them,  but 
did  not  go  where  they  were  or  see  them,  and  left  a  keeper  in  charge, 
who  took  actual  possession  several  days  afterwards,  when  the  goods 
were  hoisted  out  of  the  hold,  the  attachment  was  held  to  be  sufficient.'* 
But  while  a  view  of  the  property  on  which  a  levy  is  made  is  gener- 
ally regarded  as  necessary  to  its  validity,  it  should  be  noted  that 
merely  viewing  property  and  mentally  intending  to  levy  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  constitute  a  levy  on  peisonal^,"  nor  will  the  mere  fact  that 
property  was,  during  the  life  of  an  execution,  within  view  of  the 
officer  and  subject  to  his  control  of  itself  suffice  unless  the  officer  at 
the  same  time  asserts  his  title  to  the  goods  by  virtue  of  ihe  execution.'* 
It  has,  however,  been  held  that  a  legal  attachment  of  potatoes  in  a 
car  may  be  made  by  opening  the  car  and  asserting  the  attachment 
with  the  potatoes  in  view,  although  the  officer  does  not  lay  hands  on 
them."  Moreover,  if  an  attaching  <^cer  has  the  property  in  view, 
and,  in  addition,  gets  a  promise  expressed  or  understood  from  the  per- 
son having  it  in  possession  to  hold  it  for  him  till  he  wants  it,  that 

10.  Very  t.  Watkins,  23  How.  469,  11.  Tafifts  v.  Manlove,  14  Cal.  47, 

16  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  522;  Comiff  v.  Cook,  73  Am.  Dec.  610. 

95  Ga.  61,  22  S.  E.  47,  51  A.  S.  R.  12.  Brown  v.  Pratt,  4  Wis.  513,  65 

55;  Nichols  v.  Patten,  18  Me.  231,  36  Am.  Dec.  330. 

Am.  Dec.  713;  Banks  v.  Evans,  10  18.  Haggerty  v.  Wilber,  16  Johns. 

Sinedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  35,  48  Am.  Dec  (N.  Y.)  2B7,  8  Am.  Dec.  321. 

734;  Beekman  v.  Lansing,  3  Wend.  14.  Naylor    v.    Dennie,    8  Pick. 

(N.  Y.)  446,  20  Am.  Dec.  707;  Brad-  (Mass.)  198,  19  Am.  Dec.  319. 

ley  V.  Kesee,  5  Cold.  (Tenn.)  223,  94  15.  Davidson  v.  Waldron,  31  DL 

Am.  Dec.  246;  Brown  v.  Pratt,  4  Wis.  120,  83  Am.  Dec.  206. 

513,  65  Am.  Dec.  330.    See  Bank  v.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916B  987. 

Fordyce,  9  Pa.  St.  275,  49  Am.  Dee.  18.  Qoode  v.  Longmire,  35  Ala.  668, 

561,  wherein  it  is  held  that  even  if  the  76  Am.  Dec  309;  Westerrelt  t.  Pinck- 

levying  officer  does  not  see  the  prop-  ney,  14  Wend.  (N.  T.)  123,  28  Am. 

erty  when  he  makes  a  memorandum  of  Dec.  516. 

seizure  such  levy  is  good  against  all  17.  Rogers  v.  Maine  Cent.  R.  Co., 

but  execution  creditors  and  purchasers.  113  Me.  436,  94  AtL  768,  Ann.  Cas. 

See  infra,  par.  84.  1916B  999,  L.BA1915F  U84. 
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will  suffice.'^   On  the  other  hand,  it  hfks  been  ruled  that  a  levy  in 
or  within  potential  control  of  the  goods  will  be  valid  only  when 
followed  up  by  actual  possession  within  a  reasonable  time.** 

81.  Necessity  of  PubUc  Act;  Service  ti  Writ  and  Notilee.— It  has 
been  held  that  some  public,  open,  or  aneqtuTocal  act  on  the  part  of 
the  officer  levying  a  writ  of  execution  or  attachment  on  peraoncd  prop- 
er^ is  necessary  in  order  to  constitute  a  su£Bcient  levy,*^  the  reason 
givem  being  that  if  secret  levies,  and  claims  to  property  without  pos- 
session or  control,  were  tolerated,  the  rights  of  parties  interested  would 
be  greatiy  embarrassed,  and  third  parties,  without  the  meuis  of  knowl- 
edge of  such  claims,  might  be  made  the  victims  of  their  ignorance.' 
Accordingly  any  secrecy  in  the  manner  of  proceeding  to  attach  pr^ 
erty  will  render  the  levy  insufficient  as  against  third  persons.*  Thus, 
where  a  sheriff  merely  goes  to  the  house  of  the  defendant  with  an 
execution  in  his  pocket,  and  does  not  even  apprise  the  latter  that  he 
has  oome  to  make  a  levy  on  his  goods,  an  actual  and  bona  fide  levy 
defeating  the  rights  of  a  third  person  will  not  result.*  Similarly, 
it  has  been  held  that  goods  in  a  store  are  not  validly  levied  on  where 
those  having  possession  of  the  goods  did  not  know  or  hear  of  the 
levy,  the  officer  holding  the  writ  asserted  no  dominion  or  control 
over  the  goods,  and  they  were  sold  from  day  to  day  openly  and 
publicly  to  customers.*  But  it  seems  that  to  "seal  up"  a  safe  is  such 
ftu  overt  act  of  exclusive  dominion  over  it  as  would  perfect  the  levy, 
if  imperfect  before.**  On  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  said  that  notori- 
ety is  not  necessary  to  give  effect  and  validity  to  an  attachment  of 
personal  property.*  In  some  jurisdictions  it  is  expressly  required 
that  a  sheriff  should  before  he  levies  an  execution  notify  the  defend- 
ant, whenever  practicable,  that  he  has  the  writ  in  his  hands  ^  and 
it  has  been  held  that  the  service  of  a  writ  or  warrant  of  attachment, 
with  notice  of  a  levy,  on  the  person  in  possession  of  the  property, 


18.  Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1916B  988. 

19.  Com.  T.  Stremback,  3  Rawle 
(Pa.)  341,  24  Am.  Deo.  361;  Dixon 
V.  White  Sewing-Mach.  Co.,  128  Pa. 
St.  397,  18  AtL  502,  15  A.  S.  R.  683, 
5  LJIA.  659. 

20.  Davidson  t.  Waldron,  31  111. 
120,  83  Am.  Dee.  206;  National  Bank 
V.  Duff,  77  Kan.  248,  94  Pac.  260, 127 
A.  S.  R.  417,  15  Ann.  Gas.  882,  16 
L.RA.(N.S.)  1047;  Princeton  Bank  v. 
Croxer,  22  N.  J.  L.  383,  53  Am.  Dec. 
264;  State  v.  Poor,  20  N.  C.  519,  34 
Am.  Dec.  387;  Weathcrby  v.  Coving- 
ton, 3  Strob.  L.  (S.  C.)  27,  49  Am. 
Dec.  623;  Portis  v.  Parker,  8  Tex.  23, 
58  Am.  Dec.  95. 


Note:  Ann.  Gas.  1916B  989. 

1.  Westervelt  v.  Pinokney,  14  Wend. 
(N.  Y.)  123,  28  Am.  Dec.  616j  Portis 
T.  Parker,  8  Tex.  23,  58  Am,  Dec. 
96. 

2.  Batler  v.  Maynard,  11  Wend. 
(N.  Y.)  548,  27  Am.  Dec.  100. 

3.  Beekman  v.  Lansing,  3  Wend. 
(N.  Y.)  446,  20  Am.  Dec.  707. 

4.  Bradley  v.  Kesee,  6  Cold.  (Tenn.) 
223,  94  Am.  Dec.  246. 

5.  Jones  Lumber,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Faris, 
6  S.  D.  112,  60  N.  W.  403,  55  A.  S. 
K.  814. 

6.  Hemmenway  v.  Wheeler,  14  Pick. 
(Masa.)  408,  25  Am.  Dec.  41L 

7.  Hudson  v.  Wright,  164  Ala.  298, 
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GODBtitutes  a  sufficient  levy.*  In  other  jurisdictione,  however,  the 
SOTvice  of  a  c(^y  of  an  attachment  witii  notice  of  a  levy  on  Uie 
person  in  possession  is  not  sufficient*  Posting  a  notice  of  an  attach- 
ment or  a  copy  of  the  order  for  attachment  on  or  near  the  property 
is  not  of  itself  a  suffidoit  levy.^* 

82.  Declaration  by  Officer. — declaration  by  an  officer  of  his  inten- 
tdon  to  levy  has  been  held  to  constitute  a  sufficient  levy  of  an  attach- 
ment on  personalty.'*  In  the  majority  of  jurisdictions,  however,  the 
mere  declaration  by  an  officer  of  his  intention  to  levy  has  been  held 
not  to  be  sufficient,  seizure,  actual  or  constructive,  and  not  the  mere 
declaration  of  an  intent  to  seize,  being  regarded  as  the  final  test  of 
tlie  completion  of  a  levy."  On  the  other  hand,  where  there  is  no 
actual  seizure  and  removal,  it  is  generally  deemed  essential  to  the 
v^idity  of  a  levy  ihaX  an  officer  manifest  his  intention  to  make  such 
ievy  by  an  announcement  or  declaration  of  a  clear  and  unequivocal 
character,  the  mere  view  of  goods  without  any  assertion  of  a  right  to 
interfere  or  meddle  with  them  or  without  any  assertion  of  title  thereto 
by  virtue  of  the  execution  being  deemed  to  be  insufficient^*  It  has 
been  held,  however,  that  if  the  officer,  with  the  goods  in  view  and 
within  his  power,  asserts  that  he  makes  a  levy  on  them,  his  acts  are 
equivalent  to  a  levy,  and  neither  he  nor  the  debtor  can  deny  that 
an  actual  seizure  has  been  made.'^  But  a  proclamation  of  a  levy 
on  goods  locked  up,  but  not  in  sight,  has  been  held  not  to  be  a  good 
levy.**  It  has  been  said  that  a  levy  is  sufficient  if  declared  in  the 
presence  of  one  or  more  citizens,**  but  the  mere  announcement  of  a 
Jevy  has  been  held  to  be  insufficient.*' 

83.  Inventory  and  Indorsement  on  Writ  as  Sufficient  Levy. — On 
the  ground  doubtless  that  an  inventory  furnished  the  means  of  ascer- 
taining what  goods  were  levied  on  it  has  been  held  in  some  juria- 
dictions  that  if  an  officer  receiving  an  execution  makes  in  virtue  of 
it  a  just  and  true  inventory  of  the  debtor's  goods  and  files  it  at  the 
return  of  the  writ,  it  amounts  to  a  constructive  seizure  and  possession 

61  So.  389,  137  A.  S.  B.  65;  People  14.  Hemmenway   v.   Wheeler,  14 

T.  Palmer,  46  111.  398,  95  Am.  Dee.  Pick.  (Ifass.)  408,  25  Am.  Dec  411; 

418.  Boslow  T.  Shenbeiger.  62  Neb.  164,  .71 

8.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916B  991.  N.  W.  1012,  66  A.  S.  B.  487;  Com- 

0.  Crisman  v.  Doney,  12  Colo.  567,  monwealth  Ins.  Co.  t.  Berger,  42  Pa. 

21  Pac.  920,  4  L.B.A.  664.  St  285,  82  Am.  Dee.  604;  Nighbert 

10.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916B  992.  v.  Hornsby,  100  Tenn.  82,  42  S.  W. 

11.  Note:  Atan.  Cas.  1916B  990.  1060,  66  A.  S.  B.  736. 

12.  Meyer  t.  Missouri  Olass  Co.,  65  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916B  990. 
Ark.  286,  45  S.  W.  1062,  67  A.  S.  B.  16.  See  supra,  par.  80. 

927 ;  Jones  v.  Howard,  99  Ga.  451,  27  16.  Davidson  v.  Waldion,  31  HI  120, 

S.  E.  765,  69  A.  S.  B.  231.  See  sapn,  83  Am.  Dec.  206. 

par.  78.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916B  99L 

13.  Westervelt  v.  Pinckney,  14  17.  Hollister  t.  Ooodale,  8  Conn, 
Wend.  (N.  T.)  123,  28  Am.  Dec.  616.  332,  21  Am.  Dec.  674. 
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of  such  goods,  whereby  they  become  appropriated  to  the  satisfaction 
of  such  execution.'^  So,  it  has  beea  ruled  that  if  a  constable  levies 
on  goods  in  clubrooms  belonging  to  a  corporation,  and  makes  an 
inventory  thereof,  the  property  being  at  the  time  under  hia  view,  in 
his  immediate  presence,  and  constructively  in  his  possession,  and  ihe 
defendant  in  attachment,  through  its  president,  agrees,  immediately 
afterward,  to  hold  the  goods  subject  to  the  order  and  control  of  the 
officer,  who  shortly  thereafter  makes  an  entry  of  levy  on  the  attach* 
ment,  the  levy  is  sufficient,  although  the  constable  does  not  take  actual 
manual  custody  of  the  goods,  or  lock  up  the  house,  or  remove  the 
goods  therefrom.^*  It  has  also  been  held  generally  that  making  a 
note  of  a  levy  on  the  back  of  an  execution,  with  the  property  in  sight, 
in  the  presence  of  the  defendant,  is  sufficient*"  For  instance,  in 
levying  an  execution  on  a  growing  crop,  a  manual  taking  of  posses- 
sion being  impossible,  is  not  necessary,  and  a  proper  notification  to 
the  person  in  possession  and  an  indorsement  of  the  levy  on  the  writ 
has  been  held  to  be  sufficient.^  Likewise,  a  levy  of  an  execution 
on  a  team  of  horses  has  been  declared  valid,  if  they  are  found  in  a 
stable,  and  the  officer  notifies  the  person  in  charge  of  the  team  that 
he  levies  thereon  as  ^e  property  of  the  defendant,  and  thereupon 
indorses  the  levy  on  the  execution,  although  he  arranges  with  sudi 
person  to  keep  tibe  team,  temporarily,  and  to  allow  no  one  to  remove 
it  ■  According  to  the  view  of  other  authorities,  however,  merely  writ- 
ing an  inventory  or  a  le\'y  on  the  execution  and  then  notifying  the 
defendant  in  execution  of  the  fact,  no  change  in  possession  of  the 
propei-ty  bdng  made  by  placing  a  custodian  over  it  or  removing  it 
from  the  premises,  is  a  mere  pen  and  ink  levy,  wholly  insufficient 
to  affect  the  rights  of  third  persons,*  although  it  has  been  admitted 
that  as  against  all  persons,  except  junior  execution  creditors,  a  levy 
on  personal  property  may  be  good  and.  valid,  where  the  officer  goes 
to  the  property  so  aa  to  have  it  in  his  power  to  take  it  into  actual 
possession,  if  he  chooses,  and  indorses  the  levy  on  his  process.'  It 

18.  Brewster  v.  Vail,  20  N.  J.  L.  1.  National  Bank  v.  Duff,  77  Kan. 
56,  38  Am.  Dec.  547;  Fox  v.  Cronan,  248,  94  Pac.  260,  127  A.  S.  R.  417, 
47  N.  J.  L.  493,  2  Atl.  444,  4  Atl.  314,  15  Ann.  Cas.  882,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
54  Am.  R€p.  190;  Haggerty  v.  Wilber,  1047;  State  v.  Fowler,  88  Md.  601,  42 
16  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  287,  8  Am.  Dec.  Atl.  201,  71  A,  S.  R.  452,  42  L.R.A. 
321;  Butler  v.  Maynard,  11  Wend.  849.    See  infra,  par.  87. 

(N.  y.)  548,  27  Am.  Dec.  100.  2.  Boslow  v.  Shenberger,  52  Neb. 

Note :  Ann.  Cas.  1916B  989.  164,  71  N.  W.  1012,  66  A.  S.  R.  487. 

19.  Coraiff  T.  Cook,  95  Ga.  61,  22  3.  Crisman  v.  Doiaey,  12  Colo.  567. 
S.  E.  47,  51  A.  S.  R.  55.  21  Pac.  920,  4  L.R.A.  664. 

20.  Weatherby    v.    Covington,    3  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916B  989,  990. 
Strob.  L.  (S.  C.)  27,  49  Am.  Dee.  4.  Sawyer  v.  Bray,  102  N,  C.  79, 
623;  Bradley  v.  Kesee,  5  Cold.  (Tenn.)  8  S.  E.  885,  11  A.  S.  E.  713, 

223,  94  Am.  Dee.  246:  Riee  v.  MiUer, 
70  Tex.  fiia,  8  S.  W.  317,  8  A.  S.  R. 
630. 
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has  been  held  necessary  that  a  levy  should  be  indorsed  on  a  fi.  fa.,* 
although  it  seems  that  it  is  not  indispensable  that  an  officer  charged 
with  the  service  of  an  execution  should  at  the  moment  of  the  levy 
indorse  his  action  on  the  writ,  if  he  notes  the  fact  of  the  levy  ob 
another  paper,  and  subsequently,  in  due  season,  makes  a  proper  in- 
dorsement on  the  writ* 

84.  Effect  of  Consent  to  Levy. — In  some  jurisdictions  a  consent  by 
the  debtor  to  a  levy  has  been  deemed  to  constitute  a  sufficient  levy 
on  personalty,^  whereas  in  other  jurisdictions  a  recognitibn  thereof 
by  the  claimant  or  debtor  has  been  held  not  to  be  sufficimt.'  In 
this  connection,  however,  it  should  be  observed  that  a  levy  may  be 
good  as  against  the  defendant  in  a  writ  whtti  it  would  not  be  good 
as  to  third  persons,  this  distinction  being  based  not  on  any  difference 
in  the  legal  requisites  of  a  levy,  but  in  the  fact  that  the  conduct  of 
the  defendant,  either  by  positive  or  negative  acts,  may  amount  to  a 
waiver  or  an  estoppel  or  agreement  that  that  ahcdl  be  a  levy  which, 
without  such  conduct,  would  not  be  sufficient  As  against  the  defend- 
ant, therefore,  no  great  strictness  of  form  is  necessary;  but  the  enter- 
ing up  of  his  property  with  his  assent  is  sufficient .•  Similarly,  it 
seems  that  where  certain  friends  of  a  debtor,  against  whom  a  sheriff 
•has  a  writ  of  attachment,  give  to  the  latter  a  receipt  and  promise  in 
writing  to  deliver  to  him  on  demand  certain  goods  of  the  debtor,  of 
which  the  sheriff  returns  an  attachment,  it  is  not  competent  for  the 
receiptors,  in  defense  of  an  action  by  the  deputy  on  their  receipt,  to 
except  that  no  attachment  of  t^e  goods  has  actually  been  made.'** 

85.  Seizure  of  Part — While  it  is  generally  required  that  an  offi- 
cer, in  making  a  levy  on  goods  of  the  defendant,  should  make  an 
actual  seizure,  seizing  part  of  the  goods  in  the  name  of  the  whole, 
on  the  premise,  has  been  held  to  be  a  good  seizure  of  the  whole.^' 
But  al^oug^  a  seizure  of  part  of  goods  in  a  house  in  the  name 
of  the  whole  will  be  valid,  still  the  goods  must  be  under  the  view, 
and  within  the  power  of  the  sheriff,  to  constitute  a  good  levy.  A 
proclamation  of  a  levy  on  goods,  locked  up  and  not  in  the  sheriff's 
view,  is  no  levy." 

86.  Levy  on  Property  in  Building. — ^The  mere  act  of  an  officer  in 
stationing  himself  or  a  guard  at  the  door  of  a  store  or  other  build- 

6.  Davidson  v.  "WaMron,  31  111.  120,  (Pa.)  468,  31  Am.  Dec.  484. 

83  Am.  Dec.  206.  11.  Hill  v.  Harris,  10  B.  Mod.  (Ky.) 

6.  Nighbert  v.  Hornsby,  100  Tenn.  120,  50  Am.  Dec.  542;  Haggerty  v. 
82,  42  S.  W.  1060.  66  A.  S.  R.  736.  Wiiber,  16  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  287,  8  Am. 

7.  Note :  Ann.  Cas.  1916B  993.  Dee.  321 ;  Trovillo  v.  Tilford,  6  Watt* 

8.  Rand  v.  Sargent,  23  Me.  326,  39  (Pa.)  468,  31  Am.  Dec.  484. 
Am.  Dec.  625.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916B  993. 

Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1916B  993.  12.  Haggerty  v.  Wiiber,  16  Johns. 

9.  Taffta  v.  Manlove,  14  Cal.  47,  73  (N.  T.)  287,  8  Am.  Dec.  32L  See 
Aid.  Dec.  610.  supra,  pax.  80. 

10.  Trovillo  V.  Tilford,  6  Watts 
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ing  does  not  constitute  a  sufficient  levy  on  personal  propaty  inside.^' 
While  the  act  of  placing  a  guard  on  the  premisee  may  amount  to  a 

claim  of  dominion  over  the  property,  it  does  not  necessarily  carry 
with  it  the  power  to  exercise  that  dominion ;  for  it  does  not  necessa- 
rily have  the  effect  to  exclude  the  owners  from  the  building,  or  pre- 
vent them  from  assuming  the  control  and  care  of  the  property ;  and 
th^  are  not  necessarily  derived  of  possession  by  it^*  Similarly,  the 
act  of  an  officer  in  nailing  strips  across  the  door  of  a  store  which  is 
locked,  reading  the  writ  and  notifying  the  defendant  has  been  held 
to  be  not  a  sufficient  levy.'*  Moreover,  on  the  ground  that  the  levy 
of  a  writ  ia  not  complete  unless  the  property  is  actually  seized  or 
brought  so  far  under  subjection  that  tiie  officer  can  exercise  control 
over  it,  it  has  beoi  held  that  it  ia  not  sufficient  that  he,  having  the 
writ,  appears  at  the  store  wherein  the  goods  of  tiie  defendant  are, 
and  there  announces  to  him  that  he  has  come  to  levy  on  everything 
in  the  house.'*  But  the  actual  seiziue  of  a  house  or  a  whfu*f  has 
been  held  to  be  a  seizure  of  the  goods  in  it''  Where,  however,  an 
officer  having  a  writ  of  attachment  against  a  person  who  owns  a  busi- 
ness establishment,  as  a  lunchroom,  goes  to  such  room,  and,  in  addi- 
tion to  attaching  the  chattels  therein,  orders  the  employees  out  of 
the  room  in  the  evening,  it  being  run  night  and  day,  puts  a  lock 
and  staple  on  tJie  door,  and  leaves  a  keeper  therein  during  the  night, 
and  by  thus  closing  prevents  the  customers  from  coming  in  as  before, 
such  acts  of  expulsion  and  of  locking  up  are  beyond  his  authority 
under  his  writ." 

87.  Levy  on  Growing  Crop. — On  the  ground  that  actual  possession 
of  standing  crops  is  not  practicable  the  weight  of  authority  appears 
to  sustain  the  proposition  that,  to  make  a  valid  levy  thereon,  an 
actual  seizure  is  not  necessary,  but  that  in  such  a  case  the  officer  exe- 
cuting the  writ  need  take  only  such  possession  as  the  nature  of  the 
property  permits.  He  need  not,  therefore,  do  anything  which,  but 
for  the  writ,  would  make  him  a  brespasaer:  it  is  sufficient  if  he  goes 
to  the  premises,  and  does  thereon  some  open  and  unequivocal  act 
which,  as  nearly  as  practicable,  amounts  to  a  seizure,  and  indorses 
the  levy  on  the  writ.'*  A  mere  '*pen  and  ink"  levy  will  not  of  course 
suffice,  but  a  sufficient  constructive  seizure  may  be  evidenced  by  sue), 
overt  acts  as  a  proper  notification  to  accessible  execution  defendants, 

13.  Meyer  v.  Misaouri  Glass  Co.,  65  16.  Jones  v.  Howard,  99  Ga.  451, 
Ark.  286,  45  8.  W.  1062,  67  A.  S.  R.  27  S.  E.  765,  59  A.  S.  R.  231. 

927;  Taffta  v.  Manlove,  14  Cal.  47,  17.  Note:  U  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  626. 

73  Am.  Dec.  610;  Hibbard  v.  Zenor,  18.  Walsh  v.  Brown,  194  Mass.  317, 

75  la.  471,  39  N.  W.  714,  9  A.  S.  B.  80  N.  E.  465,  120  A.  S.  R.  556. 

497.  19.  National  Bank  t.  Duff,  77  Kan. 

Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916B  992,  993.  248,  94  Pac.  260,  127  A.  S.  R.  417,  15 

14.  Hibbard  v.  Zenor,  75  la.  471.  39  Ann.  Cas.  882  and  note,  16  L.R.A. 
N.  W.  714,  9  A.  S.  R.  497.  (N.S.)  1047  and  note;  State  v.  Powier, 

U.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916B  993.      88  Md.  601,  42  AU.  201,  71  A.  S.  B. 
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going  to  the  property  and  posting  a  public  notice  of  seizure  and  po*- 
session  at  a  con^icuous  place  in  the  presence  of  a  witness  or  witnesses, 
and  an  indorsement  of  the  levy  on  ^e  writ.***  But  it  is  not  essential 
that  a  guard  should  be  stationed  or  kept  over  the  field ;  ^  and  if  there 
are  no  bystanders,  an  outcry  of  seizure  would  be  futile.'  Moreover, 
while  in  the  case  of  a  growing  crop  it  is  prudential  in  an  officer  to  call 
some  one  or  more  of  the  neighborhood,  to  witness  Uiat  he  has  taken  it 
in  execution,'  such  procedure,  it  has  been  said,  is  not  essential.*  On 
the  other  hand,  it  has  been  held  that  where  a  ^eriff  does  nothing  in 
the  way  of  executing  a  levy  on  a  growing  crop  except  to  post  notices 
of  sale  and  deliver  a  copy  of  the  execution  and  notices  to  the  judgment 
debtors,  and  does  not  constitute  the  latter  or  any  of  them  or  any  other 
person  his  agent  to  keep  possession  of  it,  he  has  no  possession  actual 
or  constructive  which  will  prevent  a  subsequent  valid  sale  of  the 
proper^  by  such  debtor.*  So  it  has  been  ruled  tibat  to  constitute  a 
valid  attachment  of  a  crop  of  matured  standing  corn  and  potatoes  in 
the  ground  actual  possession  must  be  taken  by  gathering  them  and 
putting  them  in  a  place  of  safety,  an  attachment  without  actual  seizure 
being  insufficient  even  though  the  officer  goes  into  the  field  and  in 
writing  appoints  an  agent  to  take  charge  of  the  crops.*  As  a  corollary 
to  this  proposition  it  is  of  course  lawful  for  an  officer  in  the  levy  of 
an  execution  to  enter  premises,  cut  down,  seize  and  sell  as  personal 
estate  corn  or  other  product  of  the  soil  there  growing,  when  ripe,  and 
in  a  fit  state  to  be  gathered.'  The  mode  and  requisites  of  a  levy  on  a 

452,  42  L.R.A.  849;  Whipple  v.  Foot,  Similarly  where  the  officer  notified 

2  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  418,  3  Am.  Dec.  442;  the  debtor  of  the  levy  but  did  not 

State  v.  Poor,  20  N.  C.  519,  34  Am.  authorize  him  to  hold  possession  for 

Dee.  387.  him  nor  place  him  in  charge,  and 

Notes:  23  L.R^.  259;  Ann.  Cas.  placed  no  notice  of  his  claim  on  the 

1916B  994.    See  also  Crops,  vol.  8,  property,  and  exercised  no -control  for 

p.  367.  a  period  of  two  months,  during  which 

20.  Nationid  Bank  t.  Duff,  77  Ean.  time  the  property  was  used  by  the 

248,  94  Pac  260,  127  A.  S.  R.  417,  debtor,  it  was  held  that  a  subsequent 

15  Ann.  Cas.  882,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  mortgagee  prevailed  over  such  levy. 


2.  National  Bank  v.  Duff,  77  Kan.  (Mass.)  Ill,  38  Am.  Dee.  394. 
248,  94  Pac.  260,  127  A.  S.  R.  417,     The  language  of  this  case  indicates 

15  Ann.  Cas.  882,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  that  immature  crops  are  not  subject 

1047.   Compare  State  v.  Poor,  20  N.  to  attachment;  and  this  in  a  way  ei- 

C.  519,  34  Am.  Dec.  387,  wherein  the  plains  the  reqoirement  that  to  levy  on 

court  held  that  Uie  least  that  can  be  standing  ctopa  an  actual  seizure  must 

required  in  tiie  levy  on  a  growing  crop  be  made.    Hie  distinction,  however, 

is  that  the  officer  go  to  the  premises,  between  the  modes  of  levying  on  ma- 


3.  Davidson  v.  Waldron,  31  III.  120,  to  be  taken  in  any  of  tho  cases. 


1047. 

1.  Note:  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1048. 


^  Note:  23  L.B.A.  259. 
6.  Heard  v.  I'airbanhi,  6  Ueto. 


and  there  announce  the  seizure. 


83  Am.  Dec.  206. 

4.  Note:  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1048. 

6.  Cupples  V.  Level,  54  Wash.  299, 
103  Pac.  430,  23  L.B.A.(N.S.)  519. 


Note:  16  L.R.A.(N.a)  1050. 
7.  Fenhallow  v.  Dwigfat,  7  Mass.  34, 


5  Am.  Dec  21. 
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growing  crop  are  oftentimes  matters  of  statutory  regulation.  In  such 
an  event  of  course  the  statutory  requirements  must  be  strictly 

observed,® 

88.  Machineryi  Leaseholds  and  Fixtures. — ^In  order  to  constitute 
a  sufficient  levy  on  machinery  or  a  leasehold  or  a  fixture,  as  a  manual 
possession  is  not  possible,  it  may  be  broadly  stated  that  it  is  necessary 
for  the  officer  to  assume  dominion  and  control  over  the  property  by 
some  notorious  act'  Accordingly,  where  an  officer  levies  an  attach- 
ment on  fixtures  by  placing  a  keeper  over  the  property,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary that  they  should  be  removed.'**  A  levy  on  a  leasehold  estate,  oil 
wells,  engines,  and  other  machinery  in  the  manner  and  mode  of  levy- 
ing on  real  estate  has  been  deemed  to  be  sufficients^' 

89.  Mortgaged  or  Pledged  Chattels. — On -taking  a  mortgaged  or 
pledged  chattel  into  possession,  it  is  in  some  jur^ictions  necessary 
in  order  to  constitute  a  sufficient  levy  of  an  attachment  to  pay,  or 
tender,  the  actual  amount  due  to  the  mortgagee  or  pledgee,  or  to  make 
a  deposit  of  the  amount  with  an  officer  designated  by  statute.^* 

90.  Cattle  on  Range. — ^Where  livestock  running  at  large  on  a  range 
cannot  be  taken  into  possesion  without  great  inconvenience  or 
expense,  it  has  been  held  that  a  levy  is  sufficient  if  the  officer,  describ- 
ing the  animals  by  their  brands  or  marks,  designates  by  a  reasonable 
estimate  their  number  in  the  presence  of  two  or  more  credible  persons, 
and  gives  notice  of  the  fact  to  the  owner  or  his  representative  if  he 
resides  within  the  country  and  is  known.  By  such  a  "range"  levy  the 
wtire  herd  is  placed  in  custodia  legis,  so  as  to  prevent  the  owner  from 
selUng  or  otherwise  disposing  of  any  part  thereof  in  such  a  manner 
as  will  interfere  with  the  right  of  s^ection  ordinarily  given  the  pur- 
chaser by  statute;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  officer  to  exercise  such 
supervision  as  may  be  necessary  to  see  that  this  is  not  done.  Where, 
however,  stock  is  confined  in  pastures  all  under  fence,  a  "range"  levy 
has  been  held  to  be  insufficient'* 

91.  Contents  of  Sealed  Packages  and  Locked  Receptacles. — ^The 
authorities,  while  not  numerous,  seem  to  be  agreed  that  a  valid  levy  of 
an  execution  or  writ  of  attachment  on  the  contents,  not  themselves 
exempt  from  execution,  of  a  sealed  package  or  a  nailed  or  locked 
receptacle  may  be  made  by  the  officer  merely  taking  the  package  or 
receptacle  into  his  actual  possession  under  tJie  writ'^  Thus,  it  has 
been  held,  the  levy  of  an  execution  on  a  safe  and  its  contents,  described 

*  8.  Note:  15  Ann.  Gas.  884.  12.  Note:  Ann.  Gas.  1916B  997,  998. 

«,  Note:  Ann.  Gas.  1916B  993.  13.  Note:  Ann.  Gas.  1916B  995,  996. 

10.  Moray  v.  Hoyt,  62  Conn.  542,  14.  Hooper  v.  Day,  19  Me.  56,  36 
26  Atl.  127, 19  L.R.A.  611.  See  enpra,  Am.  Dec.  734;  Tillinghast  t.  Johnson, 
par.  79.  34  R.  I.  136,  82  Atl.  788,  Ann.  Gas. 

11.  Note:  Ann.  Gas.  1916B  993.  Aa  1914A  960,  41  LJIj1.(N.S.)  764  and 
to  the  manner  of  levying  on  realty,  see  note. 

infra,  par.  94  et  seg. 
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in  the  sheriflfs  return  as  "being  notes  and  money  and  books,"  is  not 
defeated  by  the  fact  that  when  the  levy  was  made  the  safe  was  locked 
and  the  sheriff  was  unable,  at  the  time,  to  take  possession  and  to 
make  an  inventory  of  the  contents.^*  Likewise,  in  the  levy  of  a 
writ  of  attachment,  the  sheriff,  by  an  actual  seizure  which  purports 
to  be  a  seizure  not  only  of  a  safe  but  of  its  contents,  by  demanding 
the  combination  of  the  defendant  in  the  attachment  suit,  and  by 
making  immediate  endeavors  to  get  the  safe  open,  not  only  places 
the  safe  and  the  contents  within  his  own  power  so  as  to  exclude  the 
power  of  all  other  persons,  but  by  the  most  imequivocal  assertion 
and  conduct  indicates  that  his  seizure  extends  to  the  contents  of  the 
safe  as  well  as  to  the  safe  iteelf,  and  the  mere  fact  thai  he  does  not 
know  at  the  time  of  seizing  tiie  safe  what  its  contents  are  does  not 
make  his  levy  any  the  leas  effective  as  a  levy  on  such  contents  from 
the  date  of  the  seizure.'* 

92.  Shares  of  Corporate  Stock. — The  right  to  subject  corporate 
stock  to  levy  and  sale  under  execution  or  attachment,  being  purely 
statutory,  the  proviaons  of  the  statute  must  be  substantially  observed.^' 
As  a  general  proposition  it  seems  that  since  stock  certificates  are  the 
mere  evidences  of  the  ownership  of  shares,  indicia  of  one's  interest  in 
the  earnings  and  profits  of  the  company,  their  seizure  by  an  execution 
or  by  an  attachment  would  not  be  a  seizure  or  levy  on  the  stock  itself 
without  more,'^  and  in  fact  it  has  been  held  that  their  actual  seizure  is 
unnecessary,**  but  a  levy  to  be  valid  must  be  made  on  the  shares  as 
registered  on  the  corporation  books,  which  implies  in  most  jurisdic- 
tions that  a  copy  of  the  writ,  and  a  notice  of  the  shares  of  stock  levied 
on,  shall  be  served  on  a  designated  officer  of  the  corporation.^  It 
has,  moreover,  been  held  that  pubUc  policy  and  commercial  con- 
venience plainly  require  that  the  officer  levying  a  writ  of  execution 
or  attachment  should  inform  a  defendant,  if  within  his  jurisdiction, 

15.  Note:  41  UE.A.(N.S.)  764.  Ann.  Cas.  1391,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  987; 

18.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916B  996.  Barber  v.  Morgan,  84  Conn.  618,  80 

17.  Feige  v.  Bart,  118  Mich.  243,  Atl.  791,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  951;  Boone 
77  N.  W.  928,  74  A.  S.  R.  390;  Voorhis  v.  Van  Gorder,  164  Ind.  499,  74  N.  E. 
V.  Terhune,  50  N.  J.  L.  147,  13  AtL  4,  108  A.  S.  R.  314;  Feige  v.  Burt, 
391,  7  A.  S.  R.  781.  118  Mich.  243,  77  N.  W.  928,  74  A. 

18.  West  Coast  Safety.  Faucet  Co,  &.  R,  390;  Armour  Bros.  Banking  Co. 
V.  WuIfE,  133  Cal.  315,  65  Pac.  622,  v.  St.  Louis  Nat.  Bank,  113  Mo.  12, 
85  A.  S.  R.  171;  Boone  v.  Van  Gorder,  20  S.  W.  690,  35  A.  S.  R.  691;  Prince- 
164  Ind.  499,  74  N.  E.  4,  108  A.  S.  R.  ton  Bank  v.  Crozer,  22  N.  J.  L.  383, 
314;  Armour  Bros.  Banking  Co.  v.  St.  53  Am.  Dec.  254;  Voorhis  v.  Terhune, 
Louis  Nat.  Bank,  113  Mo.  12,  20  S,  50  N.  J.  L.  147,  13  Atl.  391,  7  A.  S. 
\V.  690,  35  A.  S.  R.  691.  R.  781;  Young  v.  South  Tredegar  Iron 

19.  Toung  T.  South  Tredegar  Iron  Co.,  85  Tenn.  189,  2  S.  W.  202,  4  A. 
Co.,  85  Tenn.  189,  2  S.  W.  202,  4  S.  R.  752;  Keating  v.  J.  Stone,  etc, 
A.  S.  R.  752.  Live  Stock  Co.,  83  Tex.  467,  18  S.  W. 

20.  National  Bank  v.  Western  Pae.  797,  29  A.  S.  R.  670. 

R.  Co.,  157  CaL  673,  108  Pac.  676,  21     Note:  Ann.  Cas.  lfil6B  997. 
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ihaX  he  takes  his  stock  under  the  writ;  and  accordingly  it  has  been 
ruled  that  merely  entering  on  an  inventory  of  the  property  levied  on 
"six  shares  eapital  stock,"  without  informing  the  defendant  that  he 
had  levied  on  his  stock,  or  seeking  a  delivery  over  of  his  certificate, 
is  insufficient^  However,  notice  directly  to  the  defendant  is  not 
always  required,'  and  there  is  some  authority  to  the  effect  that  it  is 
a  sufficient  levy  if  the  certificates  of  stock  are  taken  into  actual  posses- 
sion.* Where  to  the  validity  of  a  levy  it  is  required  that  an  officer 
having  an  execution  must  ascertain  the  number  of  shares  of  stock 
owned  by  the  debtor  it  has  been  held  that  a  levy  and  sale  of  "all  the 
shares  of  stock  owned  and  belonging  to"  the  execution  debtor,  and 
"all  his  right,  title,  and  interest  of,  in,  and  to  said  shares  of  stock," 
are  void  where  no  effort  by  garnishment  has  been  made  to  ascertain 
the  number  of  shares  owned  by  the  defendant.^  In  some  states,  the 
means  by  which  the  officer  making  the  levy  may  ascertain  the  number 
of  shares  owned  by  the  debtor  is  prescribed  by  statute.'  Since  a 
sheriff  has  the  right  to  levy  on  and  sell  corporate  stock,  he  has  for 
that  purpose  a  right  of  access  to  the  corporation  books  to  make  the 
levy  and  transfer  the  stock.' 

.  93.  Notes  and  Bonds;  Honey;  Choses  in  Action. — ^It  seems  to  be  a 
general  rule  that  negotiable  promissory  notes  or  bonds  can  be  levied  on 
only  by  taking  actiial  or  manual  possession  of  them,'  or  by  attaching 
them  in  the  hands  of  a  person  who  holds  them  for  the  use  of  the 
debtor.*  To  constitute  a  sufficient  levy  of  an  attachment  on  money  it 
is  necessary  for  the  office  to  take  the  money  into  his  possession,  a  mere 
indorsement  of  the^fact  of  levy  on  ihe  writ  of  atta<^ment  being 
insufficient*  Where  a  demand  other  than  a  bond,  promissory  note  or 
instrument  for  the  payment  of  money,  as  for  instance  a  debt  due  to 
the  defendant,  is  sought  to  be  subjected  to  an  attachment,  it  can  be 
attached  only  in  the  method  indicated  by  statute,  the  provisions  of 
which  must  be  strictly  followed.^*  A  levy  on  a  debt  has  been  held  to 
be  sufficient  where  it  appears  that  the  office  left  wilii  ^e  debtor  a 

1.  Princeton  tiank  v.  Crozer,  22  N.  7.  Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1916B  996,  997. 
J.  L.  383,  53  Am.  Dec.  254.  8.  Erwin  v.  Commercial,  etc.,  Bank, 

2.  Voorhis  v.  Terhnne,-50  N.  J.  L.  3  La.  Ann.  186,  48  Am.  Dec.  447. 
147,  13  Atl.  391,  7  A.  S.  R.  781.  An  attachment  of  registered  bonds 

3.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916B  997.  of  a  foreign  corporation  is  not  defeat- 

4.  Keating  v.  J.  Stone,  etc.,  live  ed  by  a  failure  to  comply  with  the 
Stock  Co.,  83  Tex.  467,  18  S.  W.  797,  provisions  of  a  statute  prescribing  the 
29  A.  S.  R.  670.  method  of  attaching  stock  of  domestic 

6.  Feige  v.  Burt,  118  Mich.  243,  77  corporations.   De  Beam  v.  De  B^m, 

N.  W.  928,  74  A.  S.  R.  390;  Keating  115  Md.  668,  81  AU.  223,  36  UB^. 

V.  J.  Stone,  etc..  Live  Stock  Co.,  83  (N.S.)  421. 

Tex.  467,  18  8.  W.  797,  29  A.  S.  R,  9.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916B  997. 

670.  10.  Ireland  v.  Adair,  12  N.  D.  29, 

6.  Boone  v.  Tan  Gorder,  164  Ind.  94  N.  W.  766,  102  A.  S.  R.  561. 
499,  74  N.  E.  4,  108  A.  S.  R.  314. 
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certified  copy  of  the  warrant  of  attachment  with  a  notice  showing  the 
property  levied  on.**  In  an  attachment  proceeding,  however,  tho  res 
must  be  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  issuing  the  process  in 
order  to  confer  jurisdiction.  Hence,  the  service  of  an  attachment  on 
a  resident  partner  of  a  nonresident  partnership,  where  the  debt  is  not 
due  from  a  resident  of  the  state,  does  not  create  any  liability  against 
the  nonresident  members  of  such  firm." 

ManTher  and  Suficiency  of  Levy  on  Realty 

94.  In  General. — Subjecting  real  property  to  the  satisfaction  of 
debt8  being  unknown  to  the  common  law  **  such  proceedings  are  of 
course  entirely  dependent  on  statutes  which  as  respects  provisions 
concerning  the  manner  in  which  a  levy  shall  be  made  often  differ 
very  greatly  in  the  several  jurisdictions.**  Real  estate  is  of  course 
not  subject  to  an  execution  levy,  in  the  sense  of  an  actual  seizure  of 
tibe  property,  as  in  case  of  personalty,  since  the  sheriff  in  virtue  of 
the  execution  cannot  rightfully  enter  and  take  possession  of  the 
lands,  but  it  may  be  constructively  levied  on,  a  specific  lien  being 
thereby  obtained.*'  Under  some  decisions,  however,  it  seems  to  be 
necessary  that  there  should  be  some  taking  of  possession  more  than 
a  mere  constructive  taking,  a  yielding  to  the  sheriff's  demand,  and  a 
consent  to  hold  under  him,  on  the  part  of  the  person  in  possesFiion, 
being  required  at  the  least*'  But  while  in  the  great  majority  of 
jurisdictiona  a  levy  on  land  roust,  of  necessity,  be  almost,  if  not 
entirely,  symbolical,  the  mere  determination  in  the  mind  of  the 
officer  is  not  enough,  unless  evidenced  by  so(pe  unequivocal  act 
clearly  indicating  his  intention  of  appropriating  or  singling  out 
certain  real  estate  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  debt.  There  is  some 
diversity  of  opinion  as  to  what  this  shall  be.  Going  on  the  land,  as 
such  an  act  is  not  notorious,  and  no  visible  marks  are  left,  would  seem 
a  useless  ceremony;  and  for  this  reason  the  better  considered  cases 
hold  that,  in  the  al^nce  of  statutory  provisions,  a  levy  may  be  made 
by  the  sheriff  in  his  office  without  even  seeing  it,  if  he  is  sufficiently 
informed  to  describe  it  properly.*'  No  vocal  proclamation  of  the  fact 

11.  Note:  Ann.  Gaa.  1916B  997.  S.  R.  1044. 

12.  National  Broadway  Bank  v.  16.  Watson  v.  Bondnrant,  21  Wall. 
Sampson,  179  N,  Y.  213,  71  N.  E.  766,  123,  22  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  609  (applying 
103  A.  S.  R.  851,  66  L.RJL  606.  the  law  of  Louisiana). 

13.  See  supra,  par.  13.  17.  Schoonover  v.  Osbonie,  111  la. 

14.  Schoonover  v.  Osbome,  lU  la.  140,  82  N.  W.  505,  82  A.  S.  B.  496; 
140.  82  N.  W.  605,  82  A.  S.  R.  496.  Duncan  v.  Matney,  29  Ma  368,  77  Am. 

16.  Schoonover  v.  Osbome,  111  la.  Dee.  575;  lUordim  v.  Britton,  69  Tex. 

140,  82  N.  W.  505,  82  A.  S.  R.  496;  198,  7  S.  W.  SO,  6  A.  8.  R.  37. 
Hamblen  v.  Hamblen,  33  Miss.  455, 
69  Am.  Dec.  358:  Hyman  v.  Landry, 
135  WiB.  598,  116  N.  W.  236,  128  A. 
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t>f  levy  is  therefore  necessary.^^  The  usual  and  safer  mode  of  levying 
an  execution  or  attachment  on  real  estate  is  to  indorse  tbezeon  a 

statement  to  the  effect  that  it  is  levied,  describing  the  estate,  and 
noting  on  the  execution  or  attachment  the  date  and  tisiie  of  day  of 
the  levy;**  and  in  some  jurisdictions  whatever  other  acts  may  be 
perforxned  by  the  sheriff  in  making  a  levy,  the  indorsement  on  the 
execution  or  attachment  must  take  place  b^ore  the  levy  is  complete, 
the  lien  acquired  on  the  property  dating  only  from  the  time  of  the 
making  of  the  indorsement.'**  In  other  jurisdictions  it  has  been  held 
that  as  such  indorsement  is  made  munly  for  the  purpose  of  aiding 
the  memory  of  the  officer  when  he  comes  to  make  his  return  thereon, 
it  can.be  as  effectually  done  after  as  at  the  time  when  the  officer  decides 
to  make  the  levy,  and  hence,  where  the  law  is  silent  as  to  what  shall 
constitute  evidence  of  a  levy  on  land,  it  will  be  sufficient  if  a  mem- 
orandum of  the  levy  be  made  on  a  separate  paper  and  copied  on  the 
writ  before  its  return,  the  officer  being  permitted  to  use  his  advertise- 
ment as  evidence  of  the  levy  in  making  his  return  to  the  writ.*  In 
still  other  jurisdictions,  while  it  is  admitted  that  the  officer  must 
attest  the  intellectual  act  of  levying  by  a  written  memorial  of  some 
kind  it  is  denied  that  the  visible  evidence  required  can  only  exist 
in  the  form  of  an  indorsement  on  the  writ,  a  recorded  notice  as 
prescribed  by  statute  b^ing  deemed  sufficient.*  Advertisement  for 
sale  is  obviously  an  overt  act  showing  a  formed  intention  to  appro- 
priate the  property  as  far  as  necessary  to  satisfy  the  writ*  When  the 
judgment  is  a  lien  on  real  property  it  has  been  held  that  a  formal  levy 
on  such  property  is  not  required,  and  hence  that  the  sheriff  is  not 
required  to  state  in  his  return  the  particular  facts  constituting  a  levy, 
a  general  return  that  he  has  levied  on  the  propertry  being  deemed 
sufficient*  In  most  jurisdictions,  often  by  express  statutory  enact- 
ment, the  writ  of  attachment  is  levied  on  land  in  the  same  manner  as 
is  tiie  writ  of  execution.*  In  some  cases,  however,  it  has  been  held 
tliat  the  levy  of  an  attachment,  being  the  commencement  of  a  suit, 
is  different  from  the  levy  of  an  execution  founded  on  a  judgment 

18.  Hyman  v.  Landxy,  135  Wib.  598,  v.  Matney,  29  Uo.  368,  77  Am.  Dec. 
116  N.  W.  236,  128  A.  S.  B.  1044.  575. 

19.  Kilgo  v.  Caatleberry,  38  Oa.  512,  2.  Schoonover  v.  OBboni&  111  la. 
95  Am.  Dec.  406;  Schoonover  v.  Oa-  140,  82  N.  W.  505,  82  A.  S.  R.  496 
borne,  111  la.  140,  82  N.  W.  505,  82  (disoussed,  not  decided).  See  mfra, 
A.  S.  R.  496;  Hamblen      Hamblen,  par.  97. 

33  Miss.  456,  69  Am.  Dee.  358.  8.  Hamblen  v.  Hamblen,  33  liiss. 

20.  Riordan  v.  Britton,  69  Tex.  198,  455,  69  Am  Dec  358;  Hyman  v. 
7  8.  W.  50,  5  A.  S.  R.  37;  McFadden  Landry,  135  Wis.  598, 116  N.  W.  236, 
V.  CraTt-ford,  36  W.  Va.  671, 15  S.  E.  128  A.  S.  R.  1044. 


1.  Schoonover  v.  Osborne,  111  la.  Am.  Dec  429. 
140,  82  N.  W.  505,  82  A.  S.  R.  496     6.  Riordan  v.  Britton,  69  Tex.  198, 
(discussed,  bat  not  decided) ;  Duncan  7  S.  W.  50,  5  A.  S.  R.  37. 
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against  tike  owner  of  the  property  levied  upon,  and  hence  that  while 
all  that  ia  necessary  in  the  latter  case  is  for  the  sheriflf  to  make  his 
entry  on  the  fieri  facias,  and  give  notice  to  the  tenant  in  possession, 
in  the  case  of  a  levy  of  an  attachment  there  must  be  someUiing  done 
by  the  officer  to  give  the  owner  constructive  notice  that  such  suit  ia 
pending,  before  the  court  acquires  jurisdiction  to  render  judgment* 

95.  Description  of  Land  Levied  On. — It  is  not  generally  necessary 
to  set  out  the  lands  taken  in  execution  by  metes  and  bounds,  but  a 
levy  on  land  is  sufficient  if  by  its  terms  it  so  describes  the  land  as  to 
enable  one  to  locate  it  and  to  identify  it  when  found.'  The  better 
practice  of  course  is  for  the  levy  to  contain,  in  itself,  the  degree  of 
certainty  required,  but  if  it  refers  to  a  deed  or  other  title  paper  of 
record,  to  which  convenient  access  may  be  had,  it  thereby  incorporates 
in  itself  the  description  contained  in  the  deed  or  title  paper  referred 
to.^  So,  the  levy  may  have  the  requisite  certainty,  by  reference  to 
natural  or  artificial  objects  on  the  land,  or  to  adjoining  lands.'  There 
is,  moreover,  authority  to  the  effect  that  parol  evidence  is  admissible 
to  ^ow  that  a  description  in  a  fi.  fa.  applies  to  a  certain  piece  of  land, 
and  that  if  it  appears  on  the  introduction  of  such  evidence  that  there 
is  no  parcel  that  will  fit  every  part  of  the  description,  but  that  there 
is  a  pared  that  will  fit  some  part  of  it,  this  parcel  is  to  be  regarded  as 
the  parcel  intended  by  the  description.**  Describing  land  levied  on 
by  merely  referring  to  an  advertisement  in  a  paper  is  not,  however. 


e.  Baker  t.  Aoltman,  107  Oa,  339,  35  S.  E.  92,  77  A.  S.  R.  398;  Swan  v. 


33  S.  E.  423,  73  A.  S.  B.  132. 


Parker,  7  Yerg.  (Teirn.)  490,  27  Am. 


7.  Wiggins  v.  Oillette,  93  Oa.  20,  Dec.  522  and  note;  Oilman  t.  Thomp- 
19  S.  E.  86,  44  A.  S.  R.  123;  CoDley  wa,  11  Yt.  643,  34  Am.  Dee.  714. 

V.  Redwine,  109  6a.  640,  35  S.  E.  92,  On  the  other  hand,  if  a  plat  of  prop- 

77  A.  S.  R.  398;  Thornton  t.  Fer-  erty  is  filed  on  which  it  is  subdivided 

gnaon,  133  Qa.  825,  67  S.  E.  97,  134  into  lots,  blocks,  and  streets,  which 

A  S.  R.  226;  Porter  t.  Byrne,  10  Ind.  plat  the  owner  of  the  property  there- 

146, 71  Am.  Dec.  305 ;  Berry  v.  GM£Bthf  after  adopts  by  making  conveyanees 

2  Har.  &  G.  (Md.)  337,  18  Am.  Dec  of  Iota  by  reference  to  it,  any  attaeh- 

309;  Waters  v.  Duvall,  11  Oill  &  J.  ment  afterwud  levied,  tliong^  it  pur- 

(Md.)  37,  33  Am.  Dec.  693;  Chasteen  ports  to  be  of  the  whole  tract,  without 

V.  Phillips,  49  N.  C.  459,  69  Am.  Dec.  reference  to  any  plat,  is  necessarily 

760;  Cain  v.  Maples,  1  Hill  L.  (S.  C.)  subject  thereto,  and  tme  acquiring  title 

304,  26  Am.  Dec.  184 ;  Parker  v.  Swan,  under  the  attachment  takes  it  subject 

1  Humph.  (Teni].).80, ,34  Am.  Dee.  to  the  same  defects  and  obligations 

619;  Brown  v.  Dickson,  2  Humph,  to  which  the  owner  was  subject  when 

(Tenn.)  395,  37  Am.  Dec.  560;  Brig-  the  writ  was  levied.    Thompson  v. 

ance  v.  Erwtn,  1  Swan  (Tenn.)  375,  Maloney,  199  III.  276,  65  N.  fi.  236, 

57  Am.  Dec.  779;  Vance  v.  McNairy.  3  -93  A.  S.  R.  133. 

Yerg.  (Tenn.)  171,  24  Am.  Dec.  563  9.  Boggess  v.  Lowery,  78  Ga.  539, 

and  note;  Alexander  v.  Miller,  18  Tex.  3  S.  E.  771,  6  A.  S.  R.  279;  Brigauce 

893,  70  Am.  Dec.  314;  Doe  v.  Parry,  v.  Erwin,  1  Swan  (Tenn.)  376,  67 

13  M.  &  W.  356,  14  U  J.  Exob.  20, 11  Am.  Dec.  779. 

Ensr.  Rul.  Cas.  672.  10.  Summerlin  v.  Heeterly,  20  Qa. 

8.  Conley  v.  Redwine,  109  Ga.  640,  689,  65  Am.  Dec.  639. 
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sufficient,  but  such  a  levy  is  void  for  uncertainty.*^  A  tract  of  land 
having  two  names  may  be  described  by  either,  though  one  be  the. 
true  name  by  which  it  was  patented,  and  the  other  be  a  name  only 
acquired  by  reputation."  There  is,  however,  some  authority  to  the 
effect  that  a  levy  of  attachment  on  a  house,  lot,  and  easements  must 
be  sufficiently  set  forth  by  metes  and  bounds.'*  It  has  been  held 
that  a  levy  under  a  writ  of  attachment  ia  not  void  as  against  a  creditor 
claiming  under  a  junior  attachment,  because  of  an  insufficient  descrip- 
tion of  the  property,  where  it  is  conclusively  shown  that  the  attorney 
for  the  junior  attaching  creditor  well  knew  what  property  was  intended 
to  be,  and  actually  was,  levied  on.**  Also,  if  a  levy  on  land  is  properly 
made,  it  has  been  held  that  a  mistake  of  description  afterwards  made 
in  copying  the  levy  on  the  back  of  the  execution  will  not  affect  the 
legality  of  the  sale.'*  Similarly,  where  land  is  correctly  described 
in  a  levy  by  metes  and  bounds,  and  by  mentioning  tiie  adjacent  and 
surrounding  landed  proprietors,  but  in  giving  the  number  of  the 
district  a  mistake  is  made,  the  sheriff  will  not  be  enjoined  from 
executing  the  process  on  that  ground,  if  Uie  land  is  capable  of  ready 
identification  notwithstanding  such  mistake.'*  On  the  other  hand, 
it  has  been  ruled  that  if  one  parcel  of  land  is  intended  to  be  conveyed 
to  a  judgment  debtor,  but  another  is  actually  conveyed  to  him,  and 
he  takes  and  holds  possession  of  that  intended  to  be  conveyed,  a  levy 
and  sale  under  execution  describing  the  property  according  to  the 
conveyance  is  void." 

96.  Necessity  of  Notice. — It  is  not  always  possible  to  give  notice 
to  the  defendant  in  execution  or  attachment  that  the  writ  has  been 
issued  against,  and  if  notice  were  essential,  the  defendant  might  pre- 
vent a  levy  by  keeping  out  of  reach  of  the  officer.  The  statutes  in 
several  jurisdictions  therefore  seem  to  have  left  to  the  defendants, 
against  whom  executions  or  attachments  on  land  have  been  issued, 
the  duty  of  taking  notice  of  the  fact,  it  being  said  that  in  the  event 
of  abuse  by  the  officer,  or  of  collusion  with  the  plaintiff  or  others, 
the  courts  can  give  redress  by  virtue  of  the  control  they  possess  over 
the  execution  of  their  process.'*  The  statutes,  however,  generally 
provide  for  some  form  of  constructive  notice  by  requiring  the  per- 
formance of  certain  acts  making  for  notoriety,  such  as  delivery  of 
a  copy  of  the  writ  to  the  occupant  of  the  premises  or,  if  there  be  no 

11.  Taylor  v.  Cozart,  4  Humph.  77  Am.  Dec.  575. 

(Tenn.)  433,  40  Am.  Dec.  655.  16.  Boggess  v.  Lowery,  78  Oa.  539, 

12.  HuddlesoD  v.  Reynolds,  8  GUI  3  S.  E.  771,  6  A.  S.  R.  279. 

(Md.)  332,  50  Am.  Dec.  702.  17.  Burrows  v.  Parker,  31  Ore.  57, 

13.  Hedge  v.  Drew,  12  Pick.  (Mass.)  48  Pac.  1100,  65  A.  S.  R.  812. 

141,  22  Am.  Dec.  416.  18.  Ayres  v.  Campbell,  9  la.  213, 

14.  Riordan  v.  Britton,  69  Tex.  198,  74  Am.  Dec.  346^  Duncan  v.  Hatney, 
7  S.  W.  50,  5  A.  S.  R.  37.  29  Mo.  368,  77  Am.  Dee.  675. 

16.  Duncan  v.  Hatney,  29  Mo.  368, 
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occupant,  then  posting  the  copy  on  the  premises,"  although  it 
.has  been  held  that  the  requirement  of  notice  to  a  tenant  in  poases&don 
is  merely  directory  to  the  officer,  and  a  failure  to  give  such  notice 
does  not  affect  the  title  acquired  by  a  bona  fide  purchaser  under  the 
levy.**  Under  such  laws  no  substituted  service,  by  leaving  a  copy 
of  the  writ  on  the  premises,  is  permissible  unless  there  is  no  one  in 
the  occupation  of  the  premises  on  whom  service  can  be  made,  and 
that  fact  must  appear  from  the  return,  or  else  the  service  on  its  face 
is  unauthorized  and  invalid.'  Of  course  in  such  cases  the  occupant 
need  not  be  the  owner  or  lessee  of  the  premises,  such  hiws  being  framed 
on  the  reasonable  assumption  that  the  occupant  represents  the  absent 
owner.*  However,  a  valid  attachment  may  be  made  under  such 
a  statute  by  leaving  a  copy  of  the  writ  in  a  "conspicious"  place  on  the 
property  if  the  ofHcer,  at  the  time  of  his  levy,  cannot  find  anyone 
visibly  occupying  the  land  *  In  some  jurisdictions  it  seems  that 
wherever  possible  notice  to  the  defendant  must  be  given,*  Where 
personal  notice  is  impossible,  the  court  may  order  notice  by  publica- 
tion or  take  any  other  course  for  notice  recognized  by  law.' 

97.  Statutes  Making  for  Notoriety. — A  requirement  that  the  sheriff 
levying  an  attachment  shall  go  to  the  place  where  the  property  of  the 
defendant  may  be  found  and  in  the  presence  of  two  residents  of  the 
county  who  shall  be  attesting  witnesses  shall  declsuv  that  by  virtue 
of  the  order  he  attaches  such  property  at  the  suit  of  the  plaintiff  is 
very  common  in  attachment  statutes  and  is  to  be  found  in  some  of 
the  earliest  statutes  on  the  subject.*  In  the  more  recent  statutes, 
however,  the  tendency  is  to  substitute  a  requirement  that  a  copy  of 
the  writ  and  proceedings  shaXl  be  filed  with  the  county  clerk,  recordei 
or  register  of  deeds.'  In  either  case,  tiie  obvious  purpose  is  to  make 

19.  Lean  v.  Givens,  146  Cal.  739,  81  v.  Aultman,  107  Ga.  339,  33  S.  E.  423, 
Pae.  128,  106  A.  S.  R.  79;  Kilgo  v.  73  A.  S.  R.  132  and  note;  Sehoouover 
Castleberry,  38  Ga.  512,  95  Am.  Dec.  v.  Osbome,  111  la.  140,  82  N.  W.  505, 
406;  Williams  v.  Alden,  7  Idaho  146,  82  A.  S.  R.  496;  Barden  v.  McICiime, 
61  Pac.  517,  97  A.  S.  R.  250;  Green  11  N.  C.  279,  15  Am.  Dec.  519;  Hin- 
V.  Coit,  81  Ohio  St.  280.  90  N.  V..  794,  sod  v.  Hinson,  5  Sneed  (Tenn.)  322, 
135  A.  S.  R.  784;  Hall  v.  Stevenson,  73  Am.  Dec.  129. 

19  Ore.  153,  23  Pac.  887,  20  A.  S.  R.  5.  Gitman  v.  Thompson,  11  Vt.  643, 

803.  34  Am.  Dec.  714. 

20.  Solomon  v.  Peters,  37  Oa.  261,  6.  Ames  v.  Panrott,  61  Neb.  847,  86 
92  Am.  Dec.  69.  N.  "W.  503,  87  A.  S.  R.  536;  Green 

1.  Hall  V.  Stevenson,  19  Ore.  153,  v.  Coit,  81  Ohio  St.  280,  90  N.  E.  794, 
23  Pac.  887,  20  A.  S.  R.  803.  135  A.  S.  R.  784. 

2.  Westervelt  v.  Haprge,  61  Neb.  647,  7.  Ritter  v.  Scanncll,  11  Cal.  238, 
85  N.  W.  852,  54  L.R.A.  333.  70  Am.  Dee.  775;  Great  West  Mia. 

3.  Colfax  Bank  v.  Riehardson,  34  Co.  v.  Woodmas  of  Alston  Min.  Co., 
Ore.  518,  54  Pac.  359,  75  A.  S.  R.  12  Colo.  46,  20  Pac.  771,  13  A.  S.  R. 
664.  204;  Katz  v.  Obenchain,  48  Ore.  352, 

4.  Great  West  Min.  Co.  v.  Wood-  85  Pac.  617, 120  A.  S.  R.  821;  Haines 
mas  of  Alston  Mining  Co.,  12  Colo.  v.  Connell,  48  Ore.  469,  87  Pac.  265, 
46,  20  Pac.  771, 13  A.  S.  R.  204;  Baker  88  Pao.  872,  120  A.  S.  R.  835;  Ken- 
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the  levy  public  and  notorious,  to  prevent  attarbmwit  liens  from  attach- 
ing secretly  and  by  surreptitious  entries  and  indorsements,  and  to 
enable  tiie  other  party  to  inquire  into  the  date  of  and  circumstances 
attending  the  levy ;  and  the  courts  have  so  construed  them.*  A  levy 
on  land  under  an  execution  is  not  effectual  against  a  subsequent  pur- 
chaser from  the  judgment  debtor,  without  notice  of  such  levy,  unless 
it  is  recorded  as  provided  by  statute,  but  it  seems  that  such  unrecorded 
levy,  if  followed  by  a  regular  sale,  as  against  the  judgment  debtor, 
conveys  title  to  the  purchaser It  is  generally  necessary  to  the  validity 
of  a  levy  of  execution  on  real  estate  that  tiie  execution  and  the  officer's 
return  thereon  should  be  recorded  within  the  life  of  the  executioa 
and  before  the  return.^* 

98.  Strict  Observance  of  Statutory  Requu-ements. — ^It  is  a  well 
established  rule  that  where  there  is  a  special  statutory  provision  respect- 
ing the  manner  in  which  a  levy  of  an  execution  or  an  attachment 
^all  be  made,  it  must  be  etrictly  observed,  and  that  departure  there- 
from will  invalidate  the  levy.**  Not  only  have  very  small  irregu- 
larities in  other  respects  been  held  fatal  to  the  levy,  but  tiie  courts 
have  uniformly  enforced  strict  observance  of  requirements  designed 
to  insure  publicity  and  notoriety,  and  to  preserve  evidence  of  the 
time  and  circumstances  of  the  levy.  Thus,  if  the  statute  provides  that 
the  sheriff  levj'ing  an  attachment  shall  go  to  the  place  where  the 
property  of  the  defendant  may  be  found,  and  declare  in  the  presence 
of  two  residents  of  the  county,  who  shall  be  attesting  witnesses,  that 
by  virtue  of  the  order  he  attaches  such  property  at  the  suit  of  the 
plaintiff,  the  statute  is  not  complied  with  by  a  levy  and  declaration 
in  the  presence  of  two  persons,  one  of  whom  is  the  plaintiff  in  attach- 
ment** Under  more  recent  statutes  pr^ribing  some  form  of  written 
or  recorded  notice  in  addition  to  or  as  a  substitute  for  a  declaration 
before  witnesses,  strict  and  entire  compliance  with  the  statutory  re- 
quirements has  been  exacted.**  If  the  statute  requires  copies  of  a 
writ  of  attachment,  a  description  of  the  property  and  notice  of  the 
levy  to  be  served  on  the  occupant  of  the  Umd  attached,  if  there  is  one, 
and  if  none,  the  posting  of  such  copies  in  a  conspicious  place,  on  the 
land,  it  is  not  a  sufficient  compliance  with  the  statute  to  create  a  lien 

nedy  v.  Roundtree,  59  S.  C.  324,  37  618,  61  S.  E.  475,  124  A.  S.  E.  193; 

S.  E.  942,  82  A.  S.  E.  841;  Oilman  v.  Ames  v.  Parrott,  61  Neb.  847,  86  N. 

Thompson,  11  Vt.  643,  34  Am.  Dec.  W.  503,  87  A.  S.  E.  536;  Ireland  v. 

714;  Uttle  v.  Sleeper,  37  Vt  105,  86  Adair,  12  N.  D.  29,  94  N.  W.  766, 102 

Am.  Dee.  697.  A.  S.  R.  561. 

8.  Ames  v.  Parrott,  61  Neb.  847,  86  Note:  20  A.  S.  R.  808. 

N.  W.  503,  87  A.  8.  R.  536.  12.  Ames  v.  Parrott,  61  Neb.  847, 

9.  Swift  V.  Oiuld,  94  Me.  436,  47  86  N.  W.  503,  87  A.  S.  R.  536.  See 
Atl.  912,  80  A.  S.  R.  406.  preceding  paragraph. 

10.  Little  V.  Sleeper,  37  Vt  105,  86  13.  Ames  t.  Parrott,  61  Neb.  847, 
Am.  Dec.  697.  86  N.  W.  603,  87  A.  S.  R.  636. 

11.  Dorminey  v.  De  Lang,  130  Oa. 
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to  serve  such  copies  on  the  owner  who  is  not  an  occupant  of  the  land.'* 
However,  it  has  been  held  that  a  memorandum  of  a  levy  under  execu- 
tion made  on  a  separate  piece  of  paper,  and  not  attached  to  the 
execution,  but  placed  with  it  in  the  proper  office,  is  a  sufficient  com- 
pliance with  a  governing  statute  to  constitute  a  levy,  although  the 
statute  Epecifically  provides  that  the  sheriff  shall  mal^e  such  mem- 
orandum on  the  process  or  in  a  schedule  thereunto  annexed,  the 
absence  of  physical  annexation  being  merely  a  technical  defect  work- 
ing no  injury  to  any  of  the  parties.^* 

99.  Manner  of  Levying  on  Various  Interests  in  Realty. — It  is  a 
Common  practice,  sanctioned  by  the  majority  of  the  courts,  for  officecs, 
when  they  intend  to  levy  an  execution  or  attachment  on  certain  real 
estate,  as  the  property  of  the  debtor,  to  make  use  of  the  words  "right, 
title,  and  interest"  in  and  to  it,  for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  such 
a  levy.  These  words  were  probably  introduced  with  a  design  to 
enlarge,  and  not  to  diminish,  the  effect  of  tm  attachment  or  execution 
of  a  farm,  or  tract  of  land,  so  as  to  secure  not  only  the  fee,  but  what- 
ever right  the  debtor  might  have  in  it,  as  an  estate  for  life,  or  for 
years,  or  by  way  of  contract  in  writing,  or  the  right  to  redeem  It,  and 
they  are  especially  useful  where  the  exact  nature  of  the  title  of  the 
debtor  is  not  known.**  So  it  has  been  held  that  a  levy  of  all  the 
defendant's  right,  title,  and  interest  in  a  tract  of  land  is  valid  tiiough 
his  interest  does  not  esctend  over  the  entire  tract,  and  is  an  undivided 
interest  in  a  separate  parcel  thereof,  and  a  levy,  sale,  and  conveyance 
by  a  sheriff  under  execution  of  the  interest  of  the  debtor  in  a  league 
of  land  will  pass  title  to  so  much  thereof  as  he  owns.*'  There  are 
other  authorities,  however,  which  hold  that  a  levy  of  an  execution  on 
all  the  right,  title,  and  interest  of  the  defendant  in  and  unto  a  certain 
tract  of  land  particularly  described  is  void,  and  that  the  levy  should 
be  on  the  land  itself,  subject  to  such  and  such  an  incumbrance,  if  any, 
describing  it  particularly.^*  An  execution  a^dnst  one  holding  lands 
in  joint  tenancy  or  tenancy  in  common  cannot  be  levied  on  part  of 
such  lands  by  metes  and  bounds;  but  it  must  be  extended  over  the 
whole  tract^'  It  has  been  held  that  a  levy  of  execution  on  an  equity 
of  redemption  in  mortgaged  premises  is  void  if  made  on  a  part  thereof 
described  by  metes  and  bounds,  and  that  a  levy  on  any  part  less  than 
the  whole  must  be  on  some  aliquot  portion  of  the  whole.** 

14.  Williams  v.  Olden,  7  Idaho  146,  17.  Smith  v.  Gnnby,  86  Tex.  16,  28 

61  Pac.  517,  97  A.  S.  R.  250.  S.  W.  10,  40  A.  S.  R.  818. 

16.  Kennedy  v.  Ronndtree,  59  S.  C.  18.  Arms  v.  Burt,  1  Vt.  303, 18  Am. 

324,  37  S.  E.  942,  82  A.  S.  R.  841.  Dec.  680. 

16.  Roberta  v.  Bourne,  23  Me.  165,  19.  See  supra,  par.  67. 

39  Am.  Dec.  614;  Swan  v.  Parker,  7  20.  Swift  v.  Dean,  11  Vt.  323,  34 

Terg.  (Tenn.)  490,  27  Am.  Dee.  622;  Am.  Dec  693.   See  supra,  par.  39. 
Smith  V.  Crosby,  86  Tex.  IS,  23  S.  W. 
10,  40  A.  S.  R.  818. 
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Selection  of  Property 

100.  In  General. — It  is  the  duty  of  an  officer,  when  an  execution 
is  placed  in  his  hands,  to  levy  the  same  on  sufficient  property  owned 
by  the  defendant  within  his  jurisdiction  to  satisfy  the  execution  and 
all  proper  fees  and  costs.^  In  determining  what  amount  of  prop- 
erty is  sufficient  out  of  which  to  secure  8atisfaction  of  the  execution 
the  officer  is  left  to  exercise  his  own  judgment  He  is  not  controlled 
in  his  discretion  as  to  the  amount  of  property  that  should  be  levied 
on,  either  by  the  judgment  creditor  or  debtor.*  He  is,  however,  re- 
quired to  exercise  the  care  and  dili^nce  which  a  reasonably  prudent 
man  would  exercise  under  like  conditions  and  circumstances,  and 
he  is  accountable  to  the  plaintiff,  on  the  one  hand,  if  he  fails  to  levy 
on  as  much  as  a  reasonable,  prudent  man  would  deem  sufficient  for 
that  purpose  (if  so  much  is  to  be  found  within  his  legal  grasp) ;  • 
and  on  the  other,  to  the  defendant  for  an  unreasonable  and  unneces- 
sary levy  on  his  property.*  It  is  true  that  the  plaintiff  may  point  out 
property  to  be  levied  on,  but  this  is  merely  in  aid  of  the  officer  in 
identifying  the  property  as  the  defendant's  and  imposes  no  obligation 
on  the  officer  to  levy  on  that  particular  property  to  the  exclusion  of 
or  in  preference  to  other  property.  To  permit  this  would  be,  in  effect, 
to  allow  the  plaintiff  to  select  the  property  on  which  the  levy  is  to  be 
made,  power  which  belongs  exclusively  to  the  officer  unless  by  statute 
the  defendant  is  allowed  to  select  such  property  as  he  can  most  con- 
veniently part  with,  or  to  which  he  attaches  less  value;  but  even  such 
a  statutory  provision,  extending  as  it  does  only  to  discriminate  in  favor 
of  the  defendant's  selection,  where  he  has  more  than  sufficient  prop- 
erty to  satisfy  the  process,  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  amount 
of  property  to  be  taken;  this  the  sheriff  takes  on  his  official  respon- 
sibilities to  the  parties.* 

9  101.  Order  of  Levy. — ^In  many  jurisdictions  the  statutes  expressly 
provide  that  the  officer  to  whom  a  writ  of  execution  is  delivered  must 
first  proceed  to  levy  the  same  on  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  debtor; 
^but  if  no  goods  and  chattels  can  be  found,  he  may  indorse  on  the 
writ  of  execution,  "No  goods,"  and  forthwith  levy  the  writ  of  execution 

1.  Lawaon  v.  State,  10  Ark.  28,  60  4.  Lawson  v.  State,  10  Ark.  28,  50 
Am.  Dec.  238;  Lindsay  v.  Armfield,  Am.  Dee.  238;  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co. 
10  N.  C.  648,  14  Am.  Dec  603;  Flet-  v.  Andrews,  102  Ark.  175,  143  S.  W. 
Cher  v.  Bradley,  12  Vt  22,  36  Am.  1084,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  304  and  note; 
Dec  324.  French  v.  Snyder,  30  III.  339,  83  Am. 

Notes:  65  Am.  Dec.  94;  95  Am.  Dec.  Dec.  193;  Rector  v.  Hartt,  8  Mo.  448, 

425.  41  Am.  Dec.  650;  Cornelius  v.  Bur- 

2.  Laflin  v.  WUlard,  16  Pick,  ford,  28  Tex.  202,  91  Am.  Dec.  309. 
(Mass.)  64,  26  Am.  Dec  629;  Cor-  See  infra,  par.  107.  See  also  Sheripfs. 
nelius  v.  Btuford,  28  Tex.  202,  91  Am.  5.  Lawson  v.  State,  10  Ark.  28,  50 
Dec.  309.  Am.  Dec  238.  See  infra,  par.  104. 

3.  See  infra,  pax.  106. 
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on  the  lands  and  tenements  of  the  debtor  which  may  be  liable  to  satisfy 
the  judgment.*  Where,  however,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  officer 
knew  of  the  existence  of  the  personal  property  of  a  debtor  be  is  justi- 
fied in  levying  on  his  real  estate,  and  hence  where  an  execution  is 
about  to  be  levied  by  an  officer,  the  debtor,  if  he  has  personal  property, 
must  show  it,  or  otherwise  the  officer  commits  no  wrong  by  levying 
on  the  land  in  the  first  instance.'  Moreover,  a  purcbasei^s  title  to 
land  cannot  be  affected  by  the  sheriff's  failure  to  seize  personal  prop- 
erty on  which  he  might  have  levied,  if  the  proceedings  were  regular 
in  other  respects,  the  debtor's  remedy  being  against  tfie  sheriflF.®  A 
levy  on  realty,  in  preference  to  personalty,  is  not  a  matter  for  com- 
plaint on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  if  he  gets  his  judgment  satisfied.* 
Also  as  the  right  of  a  debtor  to  have  his  personal  property  taken  and 
sold  before  his  realty  is  intended  for  his  benefit,  there  is  no  reason 
why  he  may-  not  wa^ve  or  forfeit  it,'*  and  an  attempted  fraudulent 
conveyance  of  all  his  property  amounts  to  such  a  waiver.^'  In  some 
jurisdictions,  however,  lands  are  not  considered  as  a  secondary  fund 
for  the  payment  of  debts  in  the  hands  of  the  debtor,  but  are  rendered 
equally  liable  with  his  personalty,  it  being  at  the  election  of  the  plain- 
tiff whether  he  will  seize  lands  or  goods,  unless  under  peculiar  circum- 
^nces  of  equity  he  shall  be  restrained  from  exercising  his  election, 
to  the  prejudice  of  an  alienee,  devisee,  or  heir.'*  |t  has  been  pro- 
vided by  statute  that  the  sheriff  has  power  to  seize  and  take  money 
in  execution  only  when  he  can  find  no  other  real  or  personal  estate 
of  the  defendant."  Under  a  writ  for  the  seizure  of  personal  property, 
it  has  been  held  that  real  property  cannot  be  seized,**  and,  to  justify 
the  seizure  of  a  fixture  under  such  a  writ,  facts  must  be  averred  to 
show  that  the  circumstances  of  the  attachment  to  the  land  were  such 
that,  in  law,  its  character  as  personal  property  was  not  changed.**^ 

102.  Joint  Executions. — Each  debtor  in  an  execution  is  liable  for 
the  whole  debt  in  solido,  and  hence,  it  has  been  said,  the  officer  levjfc- 
ing  an  execution  is  not  bound  to  regard  any  equities  subsisting  between 

6.  Koehler  v.  Ball,  2  Kan.  160,  83  9.  Pratt  v.  Carter,  10  N.  C.  328,  14 
Am.  Dec.  451 ;  Norton  t.  Reardon,  67  Am.  Dec.  588. 

Kan.  302,  72  Pac.  861,  100  A.  S.  R.  10.  Smith  v.  Randall,  6  Cal.  47,  65 

459 ;  Saunders  v.  Reilly,  105  N.  Y.  Am.  Dec.  475. 

12,  12  N.  E.  170,  69  Am.  Rep.  472;  11.  StanciU  v.  Branch,  61  N.  C.  306, 

Collais  V.  MeLeod,  30  N.  C.  221,  49  93  Am.  Dec.  592. 

Am.  Dec.  376 ;  Gill  v.  State,  39  W.  Va.  12.  Hanson  v.  Bamee,  3  Gill  &  J. 

479,  20  S.  E.  568,  46  A.  S.  R.  928,  (Md.)  359,  22  Am.  Dec.  322. 

26  L.R.A.  655.  13.  Rudy  v.  Com.,  35  Pa.  St.  166, 

7.  McCoy  V.  Beard,  9  N.  C.  377,  96  78  Am.  Dec  330.  See  supra,  par.  4. 
Am.  Dec.  773;  Stancill  v.  Branch,  61  14.  Thompson  v.  Ghanvean,  7  Mart. 
N.  C.  306,  93  Am.  Dec.  592.  N.  S.  (La.)  331,  18  Am.  Dec  246. 

8.  Beeler  v.  Bnllitt,  3  A.  K.  Marsh.  16.  West  v.  Hayes,  120  Ala.  92.  23 
(Kv.)  280,  13  Am.  Dec.  161;  Sydnor  So.  727,  74  A.  S.  R.  24^ 

V.  Roberts,  13  Tex.  598,  65  Am.  Dec. 
84. 
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the  debtors  themselves,  or  between  the  debtors  and  their  other  credit- 
ors.^* He  is  therefora  not  ordinarily  required  to  satisfy  a  joint  execu- 
tion oui  of  the  joint  property  of  the  execution  debtors,  or  out  of  the 
separate  property  of  each  debtor,  but  he  may  satisfy  such  an  execution 
out  of  the  joint  property  or  out  of  the  separate  property  of  any  one 
or  more  of  the  debtors.*'  Where  an  officer  having  an  execution 
against  several  debtors  levies  it  on  the  land  of  one  of  them,  although 
such  debtor  offers  to  expose  to  him  the  personal  property  of  his 
co-debtors,  the  debtor  whose  land  is  so  levied  on  cannot  maintain  an 
action  against  the  of&c&c  for  levying  on  the  land,  or  for  falsely  return- 
ing that  the  execution  debtors  had  neglected  to  expose  personal  prop- 
erty sufficient  to  satisfy  the  execution.'^ 

103.  Commingled  Goods.-~If  the  goods  of  a  stranger  are  in  the 
possession  of  a  debtor,  and  so  mixed  with  the  debtor's  goods  that  the 
officer,  on  due  inquiry,  cannot  distinguish  them,  the  whole  mass  is 
subject  to  a  levy  under  an  attachment  or  execution  and  the  owner  can 
maintain  no  action  against  the  officer  for  taking  them  until  notice, 
an4  a  demand  of  his  goods,  and  a  refusal  or  delay  of  the  officer  to 
redeliver  them,  after  they  have  been  definitely  pointed  out  to  him.*' 
The  reason  of  the  rule  may  be  found  in  the  doctrine  of  estoppel,  the 
courts  holding  that  if  the  stranger  fails  to  distingui^  his  property 
he  is  estopped  from  afterwards  asserting  that  the  levy  was  wrongful,^ 
and  the  rule  obtains  whether  a  prason  mingles  his  own  goods  with 
those  of  a  debtor,  and  refuses  to  separate  them  at  the  request  of  an 
officer  having  an  execution  against  the  debtor,*  or  the  debtor's  goods 
are  mixed  with  those  of  a  third  person,  without  such  person's  knowl- 
edge.- In  the  latter  case  if  the  stranger  is  absent  and  therefore  unable 
to  identify  his  portion  of  the  mixed  goods  at  the  time  of  the  levy,  the 
officer  may  nevertheless  levy  on  the  whole,  and  may  hold  the  same 
until  the  stranger  identifies  his  goods  and  demands  a  redelivery.*  On 
the  other  hand,  it  has  been  held  that  if  a  deed  of  trust  to  secure  in- 
debtedness conveys  all  of  a  stock  of  goods,  with  which  other  goods 
are  afterward  commingled  without  the  consent  or  fault  of  the  trustee, 

16.  Gregg  v.  Crawford,  4  Ala.  180,  Utah  126,  86  Pac.  860,  11  Amu  Cas. 

37  Am.  Dec.  739;  Warren  v.  Edgerton,  23. 

22  Vt.  199,  54  Am.  Dec.  66.  Note:  18  Ann.  Cas.  948,  949, 

17.  Root  V.  Wagner,  30  N.  Y.  9,  86  20.  Note :  18  Ann.  Gas.  949. 

Am.  Dec.  348;  Saunders  v.  Reilly,  105  1.  McCausey  v.  Hoek,  169  Mich, 

N.  Y.  12,  12  N.  E.  170,  59  Am.  Rep.  570,  124  N.  W.  570,  18  Ann.  Cas.  945 

472.  and  n«te;  Robinaon  v.  Holt,  39  N.  H. 

18.  Warren  v.  Edgerton,  22  Vt.  199,  557,  75  Am.  Dec.  233. 

64  Am.  Dec.  66.  2.  Lewis  v.  ^Vhittemore,  5  N.  H.  364, 

19.  Overby  v.  McGee,  15  Ark.  459,  22  Am.  Dec.  460.  See  generally,  Con- 
63  Am.  Dec.  49;  Bond  t.  Ward,  7  fusion  of  Goods,  voL  6,  p.  1049  et 
Mass.  123,  5  Am.  Dec.  28;  Shumway  seq. 

V.  Ratter,  8  Pick.  (Mass.)  443,  19  3.  Note:  IS  Ann.  Caa.  049. 
Am.  Dee.  340;  Johnson  t.  Emary,  31 
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and  a  levy  is  subsequently  made  on  the  whole  and  an  action  com- 
menced by  the  trustee  to  recover  the  property,  the  burden  is  not  on 

him  to  pick  out  the  property  included  in  the  deed,  but  on  the  con- 
trary, that  burden  must  be  assumed  by  the  levying  officer,  and  on 
bis  failing  to  do  so,  the  trustee  may  recover  the  possession.* 

104.  Right  of  Judgmmt  Debtor  to  Designate  Property  on  Which 
Levy  Is  to  Be  Hade. — ^In  many  jurisdictions  it  is  provided  by  statute 
that  the  sheriff  shall,  whenever  practicable,  before  he  levies  an  execu- 
tion notify  the  judgment  debtor  that  he  has  such  execution  in  his 
hands,  whereupon  such  debtor  has  the  privilege  of  selecting  the  prop- 
erty which  the  officer  shall  levy  on,  if  it  is  sufficient  to  satisfy  the 
execution.*  A  failure,  however,  by  the  judgment  debtor  to  select  the 
property  to  be  levied  on  will  not  justify  the  officer  in  making  an 
excessive  levy.*  If,  however,  a  defendant  after  being  notified  of  an 
execution  neglects  or  refuses  to  make  a  selection  of  property,  the 
officer  may  proceed  to  levy  on  any  of  his  property  not  specifically 
exempt,  and  sell  it,  regardless  of  any  claim  the  defendant  may  subse- 
quently set  up  to  such  property  as  having  been  selected  by  higa.' 
And  a  sheriff's  levy,  where  the  defendants  in  execution  refuse  to 
point  out  property,  is  not  invalidated  by  his  receiving  a  designation  of 
property  from  one  having  no  right  to  point  it  out,  if  the  levy  is  other- 
wise good.*  If  the  defendant  is  absent  from  the  county  while  the 
sheriff  has  an  execution  in  his  lands  for  service,  and  cannot  therefore 
be  notified,  it  is  the  latter's  duty  to  make  a  levy  on  all  of  the  defend- 
ant's property  not  specifically  exempt,  and  the  defendant  may  there- 
after make  his  selection  of  the  very  property  levied  on  precisely  as  he 
might  have  done  before  the  levy,  provided  it  was  such  in  quality  and 
value  as  he  might  have  selected  before  the  levy.  But  in  such  case,  the 
defendant  should  surrender,  or  offer  to  surrender,  an  amount  of  other 
property  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  execution ;  and  neglecting  to  do  this, 
the  officer  may  proceed  with  the  sale."  A  defendant  in  execution 
d^iring  a  levy  on  a  particular  tract  should  show  the  officer  all  his 
evidences  of  title,  and  the  officer  is  not  bound  to  notice  loose  mem- 
oranda of  title.*** 

105.  Selection  of  Exempted  Property. — ^It  is  well  established  that 
the  debtor  has  the  right,  even  where  the  statute  do  not  expressly  so 
provide,  to  select  the  property  which  he  will  retain  as  exempt  from 
attachment  or  execution,  where  he  has  more  property  of  the  exempt 

4.  Weaver  v.  NeaU  61  W.  ^a.  57,  7.  People     Palmer,  46  DL  398,  95 

65  S.  E.  909,  123  A.  S.  R.  972.  Am.  Dec.  418. 

6.  Trapnall  v.  Richardson,  13  Ark.  8.  Sydnor  t.  Roberts,  13  Tex.  698, 

543,  58  Am.  Dee.  338;  People  v.  Pal-  66  Am.  Dee.  84. 

mer,  46  III.  398,  95  Am.  Dee.  418.  9.  People  v.  Palmer,  46  HI  398,  95 

6.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  B.  Co.  v.  Andrews,  Am.  Dee.  418. 

102  Ark.  175,  143  8.  W.  1084,  Ann.  10.  Beaird  v.  Foreman,  Breeae  (HL) 

Cas.  1914A  304.   See  infra,  par.  107.  385,  12  Am.  Dee.  197. 
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class  in  number  or  value  than  he  is  entitled  to  claim  as  exempt^^ 
This  right  is  also  expressly  granted  by  statute  in  many  of  the  states. 
While  an  officer,  therefore,  in  levying  on  property,  any  portion  of 
which  is  exempt  by  law,  has  a  right  to  retain  the  property  for  a  reason- 
able length  of  time  to  make  an  inventory  and  appraisement  and  to 
permit  ^e  defendant  to  claim  his  exemption,  he  becomes  a  trespasser 
ab  initio  in  unreasonably  depriving  him  of  the  opportunity  to  make 
a  selection  of  his  exempt  property  or  refumng  to  recognize  his  right 
to  property  clearly  exempt.^'  A  person  having  a  right  of  action 
against  an  officer  for  attaching  property  by  law  exempt  from  seizure 
does  not  lose  or  waive  such  right  by  merely  declaring  to  a  third  person 
that  he  did  not  care  for  the  things  taken  by  the  sheriff,  that  the 
creditor  might  have  them  and  welcome,  but  that  he  would  take  good 
care  that  he  got  no  more,  where  no  consideration  was  paid  by  the 
creditor  or  officer,  and  neither  of  them  bad,  at  the  time,  any  knowl- 
edge that  such  declaration  had  been  made;  nor  does  it  make  any 
difference  that  the  creditor  afterwards  heard  of  the  declaration,  and 
in  coi^quence  proceeded  to  sell  tiie  property  attached,  especially 
when  such  sale  was  made  after  the  debtor  brought  his  action." 

106.  Officer's  Liability  for  Failure  to  Hake  Levy.— The  law  requires 
at  least  reasonable  diligence  of  a  sheriff  or  other  officer  in  levying 
an  execution  or  attachment,  and  he  is  liable  for  not  levying  on  the 
debtor's  goods  when  in  his  power,  if  a  loss  result  to  the  creditor  by 
his  neglect'^  The  fact  that  he  is  informed  that  personal  property 
found  in  the  defendant's  possession  is  not  the  property  of  the  defend- 
ant will  not  exempt  him  from  liability  for  not  levying  an  execution 
on  it,  if  it  afterwards  appears,  that  the  property  at  the  time  was  the 
property  of  the  defendant.^^  So,  the  plaintiff's  release  of  a  levy  on 
property  claimed  by  a  ttiird  person,  who  interposes  his  claim  to  try 
the  right  of  property,  does  not  exempt  the  sheriff  from  neglect  to 
make  the  execution  out  of  property  which  in  fact  belongs  to  the 
defendant^'  If,  therefore,  a  sheriff  fails  to  make  a  levy  on  the  per- 
il. Oliver  v.  Wilson,  8  N.  D.  590,  Palmer,  46  111.  398,  95  Am.  Dec.  418 
80  N.  W.  757,  73  A.  S.  R.  784;  Par-  and  note;  Bond  v.  Ward,  7  Mass.  123, 
sons  V.  Evans,  44  Okla.  751,  145  Pac.  5  Am.  Dee.  28;  Dunlap  v.  Berry,  4 
1122,  L.R.A.1915D  381  and  note.  See  Scam.  (111.)  327,  31)  Am.  Dee.  413; 
also  ExEUFTiONS,  vol.  11,  p.  549,  550.  Garrett  v.  Hamblin,  11  Smedes  &  M. 

12.  Hutchinson  v.  Whitmore,  90  (Miss.)  219,  49  Am.  Dee.  53;  Kan- 
Mich.  255,  51  N.  W.  451,  30  A.  S.  R.  lett  v.  Blodgett,  17  N.  H.  298,  43  Am. 
431;  Stem  v.  Riches,  111  Wis.  691,  87  Dec.  603;  Spangler  v.  Com.,  16  Serg. 
N.  W.  555,  87  A.  S.  R.  892.  &  R.  (Pa.)  68,  16  Am.  Dec.  548;  Hall 

13.  Rice  T.  Chase,  9  N.  H.  178,  32  v.  Brooks,  8  Vt.  485,  30  Am.  Dec.  485. 
Am.  Dec.  346.  See  generally,  Sherifps. 

14.  Smith  V,  Heineman,  118  Ala.  15.  People  v.  Palmer,  46  IlL  398, 
195,  24  So.  364,  72  A.  S.  R.  150;  95  Am.  Dec.  418, 

Hargrave  v.  Penrod,  Breese  (III.)  401,  16.  Poe  v.  Dorrah,  20  Ala.  288,  56 
12  Am.  Dec.  201  and  note;  People  v.  Am.  Ben.  196. 
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sonal  property  in  the  possession  of  the  defendant,  he  can  only  dis- 
chaise  himself  from  Uability  by  showing  that  the  property  was  not 
subject  to  levy,  and  the  onus  probandi  is  on  the  officer.^'  Nor  is  a 
sheriff  excused  for  failing  to  levy  on  land  on  which  the  plaintiff 
directs  him  to  levy  by  the  fact  that  the  land  is  encumbered  by  a 
mortgage  sufficient  to  cover  its  whole  value.^^  It  is  no  defense  to 
an  action  against  a  sheriff  for  failure  to  make  a  sufficient  levy  that 
he  believed  the  property  levied  on  was  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  execu- 
tion ;  but  he  must  use  the  diligence  of  prudent  men  in  the  manage- 
ment of  their  own  affairs,  and  must  levy  on  enough  property  to  allow 
for  the  sacrifice  usually  incident  to  forced  sales;  it  being  not  suffi- 
cient for  him  in  determining  its  value  to  be  guided  solely  by  the 
price  demanded  for  it  when  sold  privately."  A  sheriff  is  not,  how- 
ever, answerable  because  property  seized  does  not  remain  sufficient 
until  sale  to  satisfy  the  debt,  where  he  made  a  levy  on  property  suffi- 
cient to  satisfy  it  and  the  costs,  if  after  a  lapse  of  time  and  delay, 
over  which  he  had  no  control,  the  property  decreased  in  value  and 
failed  to  sell  for  a  sum  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  plaintiff's  demand.-* 
107.  Excessive  Levies. — The  amount  of  property  which  an  officer 
may  levy  on  and  sell  by  virtue  of  an  execution  is  not  defined  by  law, 
but  it  is  confided  to  the  sound  discretion  of  the  officer  to  levy  on  and 
sell  only  such  an  amount  as  will  satisfy  the  execution,  having  ref- 
erence to  the  convenience  of  division  or  separation  of  property  for 
such  purpose,'  and  it  has  been  held  that  an  excessive  seizure  under 
execution  of  a  defendant's  property  is  a  fraud  on  his  rights  and  void.' 
This  statement  must,  however,  be  taken  as  subject  to  the  qualification 
that  "excessive"  as  appUed  to  a  levy  means  in  excess  of  the  limits  of 
the  officer's  reasonable  discretion,  as  it  is  of  course  impracticable  for 
an  officer  always  to  know  the  precise  quantity  of  land  or  other  prop- 
erty necessary  to  satisfy  an  execution,  and  hence,  if  he  should  levy 
On  and  sell  a  little  more  than  enough  to  satisfy  an  execution,  his 
proceedings  would  not  on  that  account  be  nugatory;  but  in  executing 

17.  Monmouth  Second  Nat.  Bank  v.  309.    See  supra,  par.  100. 

Gilbert,  174  111.  485,  51  N.  E.  584,  66  2.  Portin  v.  Sedgwick,  133  la.  233, 

A.  S.  R.  306;  Coville  v.  Bentley,  76  110  N.  W.  460,  12  Ann.  Cas.  337  and 

Mich.  248,  42  N.  W.  1116,  15  A.  8.  note;  "Williamson  v.  White,  101  Ga. 

R.  312  and  note.          '  276,  28  S.  E.  846,  65  A.  S.  R.  302; 

18.  Lawson  v.  State,  10  Ark.  28,  50  Forbes  v.  Hall,  102  Ga.  47,  28  S.  E. 
Am.  Dec.  238.  915,  66  A.  S.  R.  152;  Patterson  v. 

19.  French  v.  Snyder,  30  HI.  339,  Cameal,  3  A.  K.  Marsh.  (Ky.)  618, 
83  Am.  Dec.  133.  13  Am.  Dec.  208. 

20.  Lawson  v.  State,  10  Ark.  28,  It  has  been  held  that  although  the 
50  Am.  Dec.  238 ;  Governor  v.  Carter,  levy  of  an  execution  for  a  sum  exceed- 
10  N.  C.  328,  14  Am.  Dee.  588.  ing  the  amount  of  the  judgment  is 

1.  Humphry  v.  Beeson,  1  G.  Greene  vqid,  a  levy  on  real  estate  whirh  in- 
(la.)  199,  48  Am.  Dec.  370;  Cornelius  eludes  the  officer's  fees  and  chafes 
V.  Burford,  28  Tex.  202,  01  Am.  Dec.  not  authozised  by  law  a  valid,  since 
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a  levy  au  officer  must  be  restrained  by  reasonable  bounds.'  Thus, 
where  land  had  been  levied  on  and  set  off  for  the  sum  of  a  few  cents 
in  excess  of  the  amount  stated  in  the  execution,  the  proceedings  were 
held  valid,  the  exoees  being  within  the  maxim  de  minimis  non  curat 
lex.*  Moreover,  a  levy  is  not  excessive,  the  sale  of  which  is  insuffi- 
cient to  satisfy  the  execution.*  One  who  attacks  a  levy  as  void  for 
excessiveness  carries  the  burden  of  sustaining  his  contention.*  It  can- 
not be  said  that  a  levy  is  unreasonable  or  unnecessary,  no  matter 
how  great  the  value  of  the  property  taken  may  be,  if  ^e  judgment 
debtor  owns  no  other  property  within  the  jurisdiction  on-  which  a  levy 
could  be  made  by  the  oiHcer  holding  the  execution,  and  the  property 
is  of  such  a  character  that  it  cannot  be  separated.'  Similarly,  the 
mere  fact  that  the  value  of  real  estate  levied  on  may  be  considerably 
more  than  the  amount  of  the  execution  will  not  necessarily  show  that 
the  levy  is  excessive,  as  the  property  must  be  such  as  to  be  reason- 
ably capable  of  subdivision  and  sale,  so  as  to  realize  the  amount  of 
the  execution.*  But  a  levy  is  excessive  where  it  is  made  on  different 
lots  of  land  and  dwelling  houses  which  are  easily  capable  of  sub- 
division and  are  worth  nearly  twenty  times  the  amount  of  the  fieri 
facias  •  Incumbrances  proved  to  be  on  land  are  also  to  be  consid- 
ered in  determining  whether  a  levy  is  excessive.-*®  The  question  of 
Qxo  reasonable  divisibility  of  property  taken  and  ^he  excesuveness  of 
a  levy  thereon  should  be  submitted  to  a  jury.**  A  defendant  in  exe- 
cution pointing  out  the  whole  of  a  tract  to  be  levied  on  and  sold 
under  ihe  execution  is  estopped  to  deny  the  title  of  the  purchaser 
on  the  ground  that  the  levy  was  excessive,'*  nor  can  a  defendant  in 
execution  or  one  claiming  under  him  complain  that  an  execution 
sale  is  void  on  the  ground  that  the  levy  and  sale  embraced  more 

the  creditor  has  no  control  over  the  6.  Ingram  v.  BeSk,  2  Strob.  L.  (S. 

acts  or  fees  of  the  officer  in  such  a  C.)  207,  47  Am.  Dec.  591. 

case,  and  ought  not  to  sojSer  by  his  6.  Bridger  v.  Exchange  Bank,  126 

official  misconduct.   Glidden  v.  Chase,  Ga.  821,  56  S.  E.  97, 116  A.  S.  R.  118, 

35  Me.  90,  56  Am.  Dec.  690  and  note.  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  463. 

3.  Humphry  v.  Beeson,  1  G.  Greene  7.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  Ry.  Co.  v.  An- 
(la.)  199,  48  Am.  Deo.  370;  Walker  drews,  102  Ark.  175,  143  S.  W.  1084, 
V.  Lovell,  28  N.  H.  138,  61  Am.  Dec.  Ann.  Gas.  1914A  304  and  note. 

605.  8.  Bridger  v.  Exchange  Bank,  126 

4.  Huntington  v.  WincheU,  8  Conn.  Ga.  821,  56  S.  E.  97, 116  A.  S.  B.  118, 
45,  20  Am.  Dec.  84;  Dwinel  v.  Soper,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  463. 

32  Me.  119,  52  Am.  Dec.  643.    But  9.  Forbes  v.  Hall,  102  Ga.  47,  28 

compare  Pickett  v,  Breckenridge,  22  S.  E.  915,  66  A.  S.  R.  152. 

Pick.  (Mass.)  297,  33  Am.  Dee.  745,  10.  Baker  v.  ClefEer,  26  Tex.  629, 

wherein  it  was  held  ,  that  an  excess  of  84  Am.  Dec.  691. 

three  dollars  in  the  appraised  value  11.  Bridger  v.  Exchange  Bank,  126 

of  land  set  off  under  an  execution,  Ga.  821,  56  S.  E.  97.  115  A.  S.  B.  118, 

exclusive  of  incumbrances,  over  the  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  463;  Baker  v.  Clepper, 

amount  of  the  execution,  which,  with  26  Tex.  629,  84  Am.  Dec.  591. 

the  costs,  was  nearly  fifty  dollars,  12.  Cornelius  v.  Burford,  28  Tex. 

•voided  the  levy.  203,  91  Am.  Dec.  309. 
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pruperty  than  the  defendant  owned.^*  According  to  some  decisional 
excesuve  levies,  although  important  in  point  of  amount,  do  not  on 
that  account  avoid  the  entire  levy,  but  Uie  debtor  may,  if  aggrieved 
thereby,  obtain  redress  by  application  to  a  court  of  chancery."  So, 
where  an  excessive  levy  is  made  through  an  error  of  the  clerk  in 
making  computation  of  the  amount  due,  without  any  intentional 
wrong  on  the  part  of  the  creditor,  the  levy  will  not  be  held  void 
on  that  account,  but  the  creditor,  hia  heir  or  representative,  on  dis- 
covering the  mistake,  may  come  into  a  court  of  equity  and  make 
full  compensation  for  the  wrong  done,  by  refunding  to  the  debtor 
the  amount  of  the  excess  levied,  with  interest  from  the  time  of  the 
levy ;  or  by  relinquishing  so  much  of  the  property  levied  on  as  would 
be  equal  to  the  excess  levied.^*  On  the  contrary,  it  has  been  held 
that  one  who  complains  of  an  excessive  levy  on  his  lands  should 
move  for  relief  in  Uie  court  from  which  the  execution  issued,  instead 
of  proceeding  by  bill  in  equity.'*  Similarly  it  has  been  ruled  that 
an  execution  which  directs  the  levy  of  more  money  than  the  judg- 
ment calls  for  is  voidable  merely,  and  hence  will  not  be  set  aside, 
but  will  be  amended  to  agree  wi^  the  judgment,  on  the  application 
of  tiie  parties  or  oitber  of  them.^' 

,  Inventory  and  Appraisement 

108.  Necessity  of  Inventory. — According  to  one  view  to  prevent  a 
dissolution  of  an  attachment  or  an  execution  the  property  levied  on 
must  in  due  season  be  inventoried.**  In  other  cases,  however,  it  has 
been  intimated  that  while  it  is  proper  it  is  not  always  necessary  that 
an  inv^tory  should  be  taken.**  In  some  jurisdictions  the  statutes 
clearly  make  it  the  duty  of  the  levying  officer  to  inventory  property 
at  the  place  where  it  is  levied  on,  if  there  is  a  reasonable  demand 
therefor  by  the  defendant,  and  make  such  inventory  and  the  required 
appraisement  of  the  property,  and  subsequent  recognition  of  the  rights 
of  the  defendant  to  the  articles  selected  as  exempt,  essential  to  the 
validity  of  the  levy.** 

109.  Necessity  of  Appraisement — The  statutes  in  many  jurisdic- 
tions either  provide  that  no  estate  in  land  shall  be  taken  on  execution 

13.  Conley  v.  Redwine,  109  Qa.  640,  9  Am.  Dec.  39. 

35  S.  E.  92,  77  A.  S.  R.  398.  19.  Beekman  v.  Lanedng,  3  Wend. 

14.  Huntington  v.  Winchetl,  8  Conn.  (N.  Y.)  446,  20  Am.  Dec.  707;  Hag- 
45,  20  Am.  Dea.  84.  gerty  v.  Wither,  16  Johns.  (N.  T.) 

15.  Aveiy  v.  Bowman,  40  N.  H.  453,  287,  8  Am.  Dec.  321. 

77  Am.  Dee.  728.  20.  Green  v.  Coit,  81  Ohio  St.  280, 

16.  Campau  t.  Godfrey,  18  Hidu  90  N.  E.  794, 135  A.  S.  R.  784;  Stem 
27, 100  Am.  Dee.  133.  v.  Riches,  111  Wis.  591,  87  N.  W.  555, 

17.  Hunt  V.  Loucks,  38  Cat.  372,  99  87  A.  S.  B.  892.  As  to  necessity  for 
Am.  Dec.  404.  appraisement,   see    next  sncceeding 

18.  Odiome  v.  CoUey,  2  N.  H.  66,  paragraph. 
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except  at  its  true  value  ^  or  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  defend- 
ants m  execution  against  an  undue  and  ruinous  sacrifice  of  their 
property,  they  make  it  the  duty  of  a  levying  officer  to  cause  land 
levied  on  to  be  appraised  at  some  time  before  sale,'  and  in  some  cases 
the  appraisement  law  prohibits  a  sale  on  final  process  unless  the  prop- 
erty will  bring  a  certain  proportion,  as  for  instance  two-ttiirds  of  its 
appraised  value.'  Likewise,  in  some  jurisdictions  it  seems  that  an 
appraisement  of  personalty  seized  on  execution  or  attachment  is  necea- 
Bary>  Where  it  is  the  rule  that  no  estate  in  land  can  be  taken  on 
execution,  unless  at  its  "true  value,"  if  the  estate  is  one  less  than  a 
fee  simple,  the  appraisers  must  be  informed  of  its  nature  and  extent 
before  ^ey  can  be  in  a  position  to  make  an  estimate,  and  the  estate 
must  also  be  of  such  a  character  that  its  value  can  then  be  deter- 
mined with  reasonable  precision.  In  other  words,  an  interest,  the 
true  value  of  which  cannot  be  ascertained,  cannot  be  taken  on  execu- 
tion.' As  a  general  rule  the  provisions  of  an  appraisement  law  must 
be  strictly  observed.  Thus,  it  has  been  held,  a  failure  to  appraise 
land  on  the  day  of  sale,  under  execution,  as  required  by  the  plain 
terms  of  the  statute,  is  not  obviated  by  a  previous  appraisement,  and 
renders  the  sale  irregular,  erroneous,  and  voidable,  but  not  void.* 
It  has  been  held,  however,  that  a  defendant  in  execution  may  estop 
himself  from  impeaching  a  ^eriff's  sale  by  previous  consent  to  di^ 
pense  with  an  inquisition  or  by  a  subsequent  neglect  to  make  objec- 
tions to  the  proceedings.'  On  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  ruled  that 
while  the  ri^t  to  the  benefit  of  an  appraisement  law  may  be  waived 

1.  SmiUi  T.  Gilbert,  71  Gonn.  149,  whieh  prohibits  a  sale  on  final  process, 
41  Atl.  284,  71  A.  S.  R.  163.  unless  tlie  property  will  bring  two- 

2.  Qantiy  v.  Ewing,  3  How.  707,  11  thirds  of  its  appraised  value,  is  snch 
17.  S.  (L.  ed.)  794;  Lawson  v.  State,  a  matezial  chai^  in  the  terms  of  an 
10  Ark.  28,  SO  Am.  Dec.  238;  Punder-  execution  law  authorizing  an  uncou- 
9on  V.  Brown,  1  Day  (Conn.)  93,  2  ditional  side  that  it  cannot  be  eon- 
Am.  Dec.  53 ;  Knig^  t.  Whitman,  6  stitutionally  upheld,  so  far  as  it  affects 
Bosh  (Ky.)  51,  99  Am.  Dec  6^;  eontracts  executed  prior  to  its  enact- 
Swift  v.  Guild,  94  Me.  436,  47  AtL  ment.  It  is  an  impairment  by  the 
913,  80  A.  S.  R^  406;  Commennal  state  of  the  obligation  of  contracts 
Bank  v.  Western  Reserve  Bank,  U  already  in  existence. 

Ohio  444,  38  Am.  Dec.  739;  Ayres  v.  4.  Collier  t.  Stanbxough,  6  How. 

Dnpzey,  27  Tex.  593,  86  Am.  Dee.  14,  12  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  324;  Green  t. 

6S7.  Coit,  81  Ohio  St.  280,  90  N.  K.  794. 

3.  Smith  T.  CockriU,  6  WaU.  756,  135  A.  S.  R.  784;  Stem  v.  Riches,  Ul 
IS  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  973;  Rosier  v.  Hale,  Wis.  591.  87  N.  W.  656,  87  A.  S.  R. 
10  la.  470,  77  Am.  Dee.  127;  Hef-  892. 

ferlin  t.  Linsinderfer,  2  Kan.  401,  85  6.  Smith  t.  Gilbert,  71  Conn.  149, 

Am.  Dec  593.  41  Atl.  284,  71  A.  S.  R.  163. 

Compare  Collier  v.  Stanbrough,  6  6.  Ayres  v.  Duprey,  27  Tex.  593,  86 

How.  14,  12  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  324,  as  Am.  Dee.  657. 

to  personalty.  7.  Spragg  t.  Shriver,  25  Fa.  St 

In  Rosier  v.  Hale,  supra,  however,  282,  64  Am.  Dec  698  and  note, 
it  was  held  that  an  appraisement  law 
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by  the  debtor  the  waiv«:,  in  such  case^  must  be  in  a  more  solemn 
and  authentic  form  than  that  of  a  mere  promissory  note,  and  hence, 
a  stipulation  in  such  a  note  that  the  property  of  the  debtor  shall 
be  sold  without  the  benefit  of  appraisem^t,  in  the  event  of  non- 
payment  at  maturity,  is  one  which  will  not  be  enforced  by  courts.^ 
The  shares  of  joint  debtors  holding  an  estate  in  c(Mnmon  need  not 
be  appraised  separately.*  Where,  however,  an  undivided  part  of  real 
estate  is  set  off  by  appraisers  under  execution  they  need  only  appraise 
the  fraction  so  set  off.^^  Accordingly  a  levy  on  real  estate  ia  not 
defective  because  an  appraisement  of  the  undivided  portion  set  off 
to  the  creditor  is  not  made  at  the  same  rate  at  which  the  whole  estate 
is  appraised,  if  the  statute  does  not,  in  such  cases,  require  appraise- 
ment of  the  whole  estate,  for  the  latter  being  unnecessary  must  be 
treated  as  surplusage.^*  But  a  statute  authorizing  appraisers  in  deter- 
mining a  judgment  debtor's  interest  in  land  for  the  purpose  of  judi- 
cial sale  to  deduct  the  amount  of  all  liens  does  not  confer  authority 
to  deduct  a  part  of  the  liens,  or  apportion  them  on  the  several  parc^ 
of  the  entire  tract,  to  determine  his  interest  in  any  one  parcel.**  The 
valuation  of  appraisers  of  property  seized  on  execution,  or  attach- 
ment under  the  statute,  is  not  conclusive  as  to  the  value  of  the  prop- 
erty levied  on  and  it  in  no  respect  lessens  or  increases  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  sheriff.**  But  it  seems  an  inventory  of  goods,  made  by 
the  sheriff  who  levied  an  attachment  on  them,  is  admissible  as  evi- 
dence, in  connection  with  his  oral  testimony,  as  tending  to  show  the 
value  of  the  goods.** 

110.  The  Appraisers. — ^It  is  generally  provided  by  law  that  the 
value  of  property  levied  on  is  to  be  ascertained  by  an  estimate  made 
by  the  required  number  of  disinterested  freeholders,'*  usually  three,** 
who  are  generally  sworn  faithfully  and  impartially  to  make  the  ap- 
praisement*' It  has  been  decided  that  an  appraiser  must  have  a 
freehold  and  be  a  resident  in  the  county  where 'the  land  to  be  ap- 
praised lies;  and  a  return  that  the  appraisers  were  "freeholders  in 
the  county"  was  held  not  suffident,  because  there  was  nothing  in  the 

8.  Levicka  v.  Walker,  15  La.  Ann,  4  So.  177,  7  A.  S.  R.  23. 

245,  77  Am.  Dee.  187.  15.  Knight  v.  Whitman,  6  Bnsh 

9.  Dwinel  v.  Soper,  32  He.  110,  52  (Ky.)  51,  99  Am.  Dec.  652  (holding 
Am.  Dec.  643.  two  appraisers  snfficient) ;  Ames  v. 

10.  Brinley  v.  Mann,  2  Cush.  Parrott,  61  Neb.  847,  86  N.  W.  503, 
(Mass.)  337,  48  Am.  Dec.  669.  87  A.  S.  R.  536. 

11.  Symonds  t.  Harris,  61  Me.  14,  16.  Smith  v.  Gilbert,  71  Conn.  149, 
81  Am.  Deo.  553.  41  Atl.  284,  71  A.  S.  R.  163. 

12.  Fraaman  v.  Fraaman,  64  Neb.  17.  Symonds  v.  Harris,  51  Me.  14, 
472,  90  N.  W.  245,  97  A.  S.  R.  650.  81  Am.  Dec,  553;  Swift  v.  Guild,  94 

13.  Lawson  v.  State,  10  Ark.  28,  50  Me.  436,  47  Atl  912,  80  A.  S.  B. 
Am.  Dec.  238.  406. 

14.  Roswald  t.  Hobbie,  85  Ala.  73, 

210 


9 


Digitized  by  Google 


17  R.  C.  L  LEVY  AND  SEIZURE  §  Ul 

tenos  whidi  imported  that  they  were  residents  in  tti©  county.**  The 
qualification  of  appraisers  may  be  shown  either  by  the  appraiser's 
certificate,  or  by  the  officer's  return,  .where  the  statute  requiring  prop- 
er^ levied  on  to  be  valued  before  sale  does  not  require  tJie  certificate 
of  the  officer  who  qualifies  the  appraisers  to  accompany  the  written 
appraisement^*  In  most  jurisdictions  the  judgment  debtor  is  per- 
mitted to  choose  at  least  one  of  the  appraisers,  the  judgment  crecUtor 
choosing  a  second  and  the  officer  selecting  a  third.***  It  has  been 
held,  however,  that  a  statute  making  it  the  duty  of  an  officer  to 
cause  land  levied  on  to  be  valued  before  sale  gives  no  absolute  right 
to  the  plainti£F  or  the  defendant  to  select  an  appraiser;  and  if  the 
officer  permits  tiiis,  it  is  merely  a  courtesy  on  his  part,  and  not  the 
discharge  of  a  legal  duty,*  An  officer  is  of  course  excused  from 
calling  on  the  debtor  to  choose  an  appraiser  where  the  record  shows 
that  such  debtor  resides  without  the  state  and  that  there  is  no  attor- 
ney.' Also,  reasonable  notice  to  debtors  to  choose  an  appraiser  will 
be  presumed  by  the  court  from  the  sherifiF's  return  that  such  notice 
was  given.* 

rV.  Eppect  of  JjBvr 

111.  In  General. — A  legal  levy  on  personal  property  of  a  writ  of 
execution  or  attachment  valid  on  its  face  places  the  prop^y  in  custodia 
legis,'  and  when  an  officer  has  so  taken  property  into  his  possession, 
he  has  a  special  property  therein,  which  cannot  be  interfered  with 
or  taken  away  by  another  officer  holding  another  process  against  the 
same  debtor.*  In  the  absence  of  fraud  and  statutory  regulations,  a 
creditor  proceeding  by  execution  or  attachment  obtains  only  such 
rights  in  the  property  seized  as  his  debtor  had  at  the  time  of  the 
seizure,*  and  if,  at  that  time,  all  title  and  interest  therein  have  passed 
from  the  debtor  to  a  third  person,  the  attaching  creditor  gets  nothing 

18.  Riz  y.  Johnson,  6  N.  H.  620,  22  6.  Hepp  t.  Glover,  15  La.  461,  35 
Am.  Dec.  472.  Am.  Dec.  206;  Nail  v.  Granger,  8 

19.  Knight  v.  Whitman,  6  Bush  Mich.  450,  77  Am.  Dec.  462;  Pried- 
(Ky.)  51,  99  Am.  Dec.  652.  lander  v.  Ryder,  30  Neb.  783,  47  N. 

20.  Gilman  V.  Thompson,  U  Vt.  643,  W.  83,  9  L.R.A.  700;  lipscomb  v. 
34  Am.  Dec.  714.  Condon,  56  W.  Va.  416,  49  S.  E.  392, 

1.  Lawson  v.  State,  10  AA.  28,  SO  107  A.  S.  R.  938,  67  LJl.A.  670. 
Am.  Dec.  238.  Compare  Holt  t.  Lacas,  77  Kan. 

2.  Oilman  v.  Thompson,  11  Vt  643,  710,  96  Pac.  30,  127  A.  S.  R.  459,  17 
34  Am.  Deo.  714.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  203,  wherein  it  is  stated 

3.  LAwson  T.  Stat^  10  Ark.  28,  50  that  an  attaching  creditor  may  acquire 
Am.  Dec.  238.  greater  and  better  rights  to  mortgaged 

4.  Pitkin  v.  Bumham,  62  Neb.  385,  personal  property  belonging  to  his 
87  N.  W.  160,  89  A.  S.  B.  763,  55  debtor  than  the  debtor  himself  could 
LJI.A.  280  and  note.  claim  at  the  time  the  attachment  ia 

6.  See  supra,  par.  37.  levied. 
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by  the  levy.*  A  judgment  or  attaching  creditor  does  not,  therefore, 
by  the  levy  of  an  execution  or  attachment  put  himself  in  the  attitude 
of  a  bona  fide  purchaser,*  but  his  lien  attaches  merely  to  the  interest 
of  ihe  judgment  debtor  and  to  nothing  more,  and  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  courts  to  protect  every  equity  belonging  to  other  persons.*  How- 
ever, any  levy  which  in  law  is  valid  as  against  the  defendant  in  the 
execution,  and  will  justify  a  sale  under  it,  will  operate  to  defeat  a 
subsequent  purchase,  though  bona  fide  and  for  a  valuable  considera- 
tion. A  bona  fide  purchase  for  value  after  a  levy  of  an  attachment 
takes  the  title  subject  tliereto.***  After  a  levy  on  real  property  in  the 
possession  of  a  debtor,  he  cannot,  with  a  view  to  defeat  the  execution 
creditor,  transfer  the  possession,  even  to  the  real  owner,  who  must 
pursue  his  title  by  an  action  in  ejectment  against  the  purchaser  at 
the  sheriff's  sale.^*  The  levy  of  an  execution  controls  the  subsequent 
proceedings  in  determining  what  passes  to  the  purchaser,  and  the 
sheriff  cannot  extend  or  sell  anything  beyond.**  An  execution  cred- 
itor is  not  ^titied  to  possession  and  renta  of  the  property  levied  on, 
before  sale  and  before  Uie  time  for  redemption  has  expired,  idthough, 
it  seems,  an  attaching  or  execution  creditor  has  an  insurable  interest 
in  the  property.**  The  rule  is  well  established  that  the  mere  levy 
of  an  execution  or  attachment  on  insured  property  without  an  actual 
change  of  possession  is  not  such  a  change  in  the  int^^,  titie,  or 
possesion  as  will  avoid  a  policy  providing  that  such  change  will  work 
a  forfeiture.** 

112.  Creation  of  Lien. — ^An  execution  or  attachment  levied  on  goods 
of  a  debtor  is  imquestionably  a  security  for  the  debt  It  is  a  direct 
appropriation  by  authority  of  law  of  specific  property  of  the  debtor, 
for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  the  demand,  and  the  lien  thereby  cre> 
ated  is  substantial  and  enduring,  as  much  so  as  a  mortgage  or  a 
pledge.**    In  fact  at  common  law  the  rule  was  that  an  execution 

7.  National  Bank  v.  Western  Pae.     12.  Grubb  t.   Oailford,  4  Watts 
R.  Co.,  157  Cal.  573,  108  Pai:.  676,  (Pa.)  223,  28  Am.  Dec.  700. 

21  Ann.  Gas.  1391  and  note,  27  L.R.A.      13.  McLaughlin  v.  Park  City  Bank, 

(N.S.)  987;  Sanborn  v.  Kittredge,  20  22  Utah  473,  63  Pac.  580,  54  L.R.A. 

Vt.  632,  50  Am.  Dec.  58.  343. 

8.  Jones  v.  Chenault,  124  Ala.  610,  14.  See  Insitbanck,  vol.  14,  p.  1124. 
27  So.  515,  82  A.  S.  R.  211;  Cleveland  16.  Martinovich  v.  Marsicano,  150 
.Maeh.  Works  v.  Lang,  67  N.  H.  348,  Cal.  597,  89  Pac.  333,  119  A.  S.  R. 
31  Atl.  20,  68  A.  S.  R.  675.  254;  Thoms  v.  Southard,  2  Dana  (Ky.) 

9.  Good  V.  Williams,  81  Kan.  388,  475,  26  Am.  Dec.  467;  liocke  v.  Cole- 
105  Pac.  433,  135  A,  S.  R.  392.  man,  2  T.  B.  Mon.  (Ky.)  12,  15  Am. 

10.  Butler  v.  Maynard,  11  Wend.  Dec.  118;  Hinds  v.  Scott,  11  Pa.  St. 
(N.  Y.)  548,  27  Am.  Dec.  100.    As  19,  51  Am.  Dei  506;  Humphrey  v.  • 
to  right  of  owner  to  sell  after  levy,  Ilitt,  6  Grat.  (Va.)  509,  52  Am.  Dec 
see  infra,  par.  114.  133.   See  also  Attachment,  vol.  2,  p. 

11.  Feigenspan  v,  Driesigacker,  195  855  et  seq.;  Executions,  toL  10,  pp. 
Pa.  St  17.  45  AU.  481,  78  A.  S.  R.  1261  et  seq.,  1266  et  seq. 

799. 
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was  a  lien  on  personal  property  from  the  time  of  ita  issuance,  although 
there  was  no  levy.'*  The  modem  rule,  however,  frequently  estab- 
lished by  statutory  enactments  is  tiiat  an  attaching  or  execution  cred- 
itor has  no  lien  on  the  personal  property  of  his  debtor  until  it  is 
seized  on  execution."  Moreover,  not  only  does  an  execution  lien  take 
effect  from  the  date  of  the  levy  and  by  virtue  thereof,  but  it  is  con- 
fined to  the  execution  levied,  and  can  have  relation  to  no  other.** 
Executions  on  personal  property,  duly  levied,  become  liens  in  the 
order  in  which  they  are  received  by  Ibe  sheriff."  At  common  law 
neither  a  judgment  nor  an  execution  was  a  lien  on  land,  and  the 
method  of  applying  the  land  of  die  judgment  debtor  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  a  judgment  was  by  means  of  a  writ  of  elegit,  whereby  the 
officer,  after  exhausting  the  personal  property,  could  seize  the  land 
and  apply  the  rente  and  profits  of  one-half  thereof  on  the  writ  The 
levy  of  an  execution  on  lands  creates  a  lien  where  none  previously 
existed  by  virtue  of  the  judgment**  Where  no  judgment  or  attach- 
ment liens  exist,  a  levy  operates  on  real  property  as  it  does  on  per* 
sonal  property ;  that  is,  the  execution  first  sen'ed  has  priority.' 

113.  Levy  as  Satisfaction. — The  effect  of  a  levy  on  personal  prop- 
erty stifficient  in  value  to  satisfy  the  execution  has  been  considered 
by  many  judges  as  per  se  an  extinguishment  of  the  judgment,  and 
therefore  a  satisfaction  of  the  execution,*  especially  if  the  property 
is  taken  from  the  debtor's  possession.*  This,  however,  can  hardly 
be  said  to  be  an  accurate  statement  of  the  rule.  For  besides  the  case 
where  the  property  is  not  taken  from  the  debtor's  possession,  there 
are  many  other  cases  where  such  a  levy  constitutes  no  satisfaction 
of  the  judgment  or  execution.  Such  cases  occur  when  the  levy  is 
overreached  by  a  prior  lien;  where  the  levy  is  abandoned  at  &e 
request  or  for  the  benefit  of  the  debtor;  where  the  levy  is  defeated 
by  the  fraud  or  misconduct  of  the  debtor;  where  the  levy  is  made 
unavailing  by,  some  memdate  of  law ;  or,  in  general,  whenever  the 

16.  Lawson  v.  Jordan,  19  Ark.  297,  18.  Knox  v.  Webster,  18  Wis.  406, 
70  Am.  Dec.  596;  Lean  v.  Givens,  146  86  Am.  Dec.  779. 

Cal.  739,  81  Pae.  128,  106  A.  S.  R.  19.  Leach  v.  Pine,  41  111.  65,  89  Am. 
79;  Johnson  v.  McLane,  7  Blackf.  Dec.  375.  See  Exkcutioms,  voL  10, 
(Ind.)  501,  43  Am.  Dec.  102;  Brews-  p.  1271  et  seq. 

Ur  V.  Vail,  20  N.  J.  L.  56,  38  Am.  Dec.     20.  Lean  v.  Givens,  146  Cal.  739, 
547;  Giles  v,  Grover,  1  CI.  &  F.  72,  81  Pac.  128,  106  A.  S.  R.  79. 
9  Bing.  128,  23  E.  C.  L.  277,  2  Moo.     1.  Bagley  v.  Ward,  37  Cal.  121,  99 
&  Sc.  197,  11  Eng.  RuL  Cas.  550.       Am.  Dec.  256. 

17.  Johnson  v,  Gorham,  6  Cal.  195,  2.  Hunt  v.  Breading,  12  Serg.  &  R. 
65  Am.  Deo.  501;  Taffts  v.  Manlove,  (Pa.)  37,  14  Am.  Dec.  665.  See  ExE- 
14  Cal.  47,  73  Am.  Dec.  610;  Reeves  cutions,  vol.  10,  p.  1368. 

V.  Sebem,  16  la.  234,  85  Am.  Dec.  3.  Campbell  v.  Spence,  4  Ala.  543, 
613;  Jackman  v.  Hallock,  1  Ohio  318,  39  Am.  Dec.  301;  Comeliiia  v.  Bnr- 
13  Am.  Dec  627.    See  EzKCunONS,  ford,  28  Tex.  202,  91  Am.  Dec.  309 
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levy  procures  no  real  satisfaction  through  no  fault  of  the  plaintifif.* 
The  better  rule  therefore  is  that  a  levy  is  no  more  than  a  prima  facie 
satisfaction  or  satisfaction  sub  modo,  which  is  liable  to  be  rebutted 
by  the  plaintiff  by  various  evidence  showing  that  through  no  fault 
of  himself  or  the  sheriff  the  levy  failed  to  furnish  a  satisfaction  of 
the  judgment  and  execution.  This  better  rule  is  sustained  not  only 
by  reason  but  by  the  weight  and  majority  of  authority  in  severai 
sto.te3,  later  decisions  having  adopted  this  rule  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  former  rule  which  had  been  maintained  by  the  earlier  cases.* 
In  the  main,  however,  a  cursory  examination  of  the  cases  shosre  that 
this  i^parent  conflict  of  authority  as  to  the  effect  of  the  levy  is  more 
apparent  than  real — a  difference  as  to  nomenclature  rather  than  a 
material  conflict  as  to  the  real  result  of  the  levy.  The  decisions 
generally  concur  in  maintaining  the  exceptions  to  the  rule,  and 
whether  they  hold  the  levy  to  be  a  satisfaction  per  ae,  or  only  prima 
facie  and  sub  mode,  they  agree  that  under  certain  circumstances  the 
levy  will  not  constitute  a  satisfaction.*  Where  there  are  two  defend- 
anto,  a  levy  on  the  personal  property  of  one  is  a  satisfaction,  if  it  be 
any  satisfaction,  as  to  him  alone.  •  But  the  sale  of  tiie  property  of 
one  defendant  if  it  produces  a  sufScient  amount  to  satisfy  the  judg- 
ment will  discharge  both  defendants.'  On  the  ground  that  a  mere 
seizure  on  execution  does  not  satisfy  a  judgment,  it  has  been  held 
that  a  release  from  levy  of  the  property  of  one  joint  debtor  is  no 
bar  to  an  action  against  the  other.^  It  has  been  held  that  a  levy  on 
an  attachment  on  sufficient  personalty  is  not  necessarily  a  satisfaction 
of  the  judgment  when  afterwards  obtained,  but  that  in  order  to  have 
this  effect  it  must  be  shown  that  the  property  levied  on  was  actually 
applied  in  satisfaction.*  The  authorities,  however,  do  not  all  or 
wholly  support  this  view,  it  having  been  held  directly  that  an  attach- 
ment of  sufficient  property  to  satisfy  the  attachment  debt  is,  like  an 
execution  levied,  a  satisfaction  of  the  debt,  and  may  be  so  pleaded.** 
The  basis  of  the  rule  that  a  levy  on  personal  property  can  con- 
stitute a  satisfaction  is  t^at  the  defendant  is  deprived  of  the  posses- 
sion of  his  property,  whereas  this  is  not  so  in  tiie  case  of  a  levy  on 
realty.  As  respects  realty  therefore,  the  rule  is  that  a  levy  thereon 
is  not  a  satisfaction  of  the  judgmentL^^ 

4.  Trapnall  v.  Richardson,  13  Ark.  See  ExscimoNS,  toL  10,  pp.  1368, 
543,  58  Am.  Dec.  338  and  note.  1369. 

5.  Walker  v.  McDowell,  4  Smedes  &  6.  Note:  58  Am.  Dec.  352.  See  Ezx- 
M.  (Miss.)  118,  43  Am.  Dee.  476;  cutioks,  vol.  10,  pp.  1368,  1369. 
Banks  v.  Evans,  10  Smedes  &  M.  7.  Note:  58  Am.  Dec.  357. 
(Miss.)  35,  48  Am.  Dec.  734;  Doe  v.  8.  Charchill  v.  Warren,  2  N.  H.  208, 
Hamilton,  23  Miss.  496,  67  Am.  Dee.  9  Am.  Dec.  73. 

149;  Nichols  v.  Dissler,  31  N.  J.  L.  9.  Maxwell  v.  Stewart,  22  WaU.  77, 
461,  86  Am.  Dec.  219.  22  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  564. 

Notes:  58  Am.  Dec.  352  ;  91  Am.     10.  Note:  91  Am.  Dee.  314. 


Dec  313,  314. 


11.  Trapnall  v.  Riehardson,  13  Ark. 
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114.  Rights  of  Officer  in  Property  after  Seizure. — When  an  officer 
has  levied  on  and  has  possession  of  goods,  he  has  a  special  property 
therein  for  the  purpose  of  selling  and  applying  the  proceeds  to  the 
payment  of  the  judgment  specified  in  the  executions  levied,  and  the 
remainder  to  the  satisfaction  of  any  other  executions  even  though  not 
actually  levied.^*  Also  a  shwiff  who  has  duly  seized  goods,  under  a 
imt  of  fieri  facias  or  attachment,  has  such  a  special  property  in  thezft 
as  to  enable  him  to  maintain  trespass  or  trover  against  any  person 
who  may  take  them  out  of  his  possession.^*  This  remedy  is  neces- 
sary for  the  protection  of  the  ^eriff,  who  is  answerable  to  the  plain- 
tiff for  the  value  of  the  goods  taken  under  the  fieri  facias,  the  defend- 
ant being  at  least  prima  fade  discharged  from  the  judgment,  and  all 
further  execution  if  the  sheriff  has  taken  goods  to  the  amount  of  the 
debt.^*  Moreover,  if  the  executions  are  satisfied,  any  goods  which 
m^  remain  in  the  sheriff's  hands  are  revested  in  the  defendant,  or 
any  other  person  to  whom  he  may  have  assigned  his  right,  and  since 
the  sheriff  is  liable  to  one  of  these  for  a  redelivery  of  such  goods,  he 
must  have  an  action  against  a  wrongful  taker  to  meet  such  liabili^." 
It  is  no  defense  to  an  action  by  an  officer  against  one  who  takes  from 
him  property  held  by  virtue  of  a  writ  of  execution  that  the  writ 
has  not  been  returned,  when  the  property  was  taken  from  his  posses- 
sion before  the  return  day.'*  Nor  does  an  officer  by  leaving  the  prop- 
erty with  another  and  taking  a  receipt  therefor  part  with  his  interest, 
if  he  has  once  made  a  proper  levy,  but  he  is  still  entitled  to  maintain 
an  action  against  such  bailee  or  any  one  else  who  has  converted  it 
to  his  own  use.^'  It  has  been  held,  however,  that  a  sheriff  cannot 
maintain  trespass  for  carrying  away  goods  against  one  who  removed 
them  after  the  lien  of  an  execution  had  attadied  but  before  it  had 
been  levied,  nor  before  a  levy  can  he  maintain  an  action  for  injury 
done  to  the  possession  thereof.^^  Moreover,  it  should  be  noted,  the 
levy  of  an  execution  does  not  divest  the  defendant  in  execution  of 

543,  58  Am,  Dee.  338;  -Scott  v.  Ault-  v.  Stroh,  4  Watts  (Pa.)  124,  28  Am. 
man  Co.,  211  IIL  612,  71  N.  £.  1112,  Dec.  695. 

103  A.  S.  R.  215.  Note:  11  Eng.  Bnl.  Cas.  627. 

Note:  58  Am.  Dec.  360  et  seq.  14.  See  the  next  preceding  para- 

See  ExECunOKS,  vol.  10,  pp.  1369,  graph. 

1370.  16.  Weatheiby    v.    Covington,  3 

12.  Penland  v.  Leatherwood,  101  N.  Strob.  L.  (S.  G.)  27,  49  Am.  Dec. 
G.  509,  8  S.  E.  234,  9  A.  S.  R.  38.  623. 

13.  Hagan  v.  Lucas,  10  Pet.  400,  9  16.  Sewell  v.  Harrington,  11  Vt. 
V.  S.  (L.  ed.)  470;  Peek  v.  Jenness,  141,  34  Am.  Dec  675. 

7  How.  612,  12  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  841;  17.  Williams  v.  Hemdon,  12  B.  Mon. 
Blood  T.  Light,  38  Cal.  649,  99  Am.  (Ky.)  484,  54  Am.  Dec.  551;  Dezell 
Dec.  441;  Lookwood  v.  BuU,  1  Cow.  v,  Odell,  3  Hill  (N.  T.)  216,  38  Am. 
(N.  Y.)  322, 13  Am.  Dec.  539;  Brown-  Dec.  628. 

ing  V.  Hansford,  5  Hill  (N.  Y.)  5S8,     18.  Cluley  v.  Loekhart,  59  Pa.  St. 
40  Am.  Dec.  369;  Jones  v.  Judkins,  376,  98  Am.  Dec.  350. 
20  N.  C.  591,  34  Am.  Dec.  392;  Nagle 
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the  property,  nor  transfer  the  title  to  the  plaintifif  or  the  sheriff,  but 
it  vesta  in  the  sheriff  merely  a  special  interest  as  bailee,  to  enable 
him  to  keep  the  pn^wrty  safely  and  defend  it  against  wrongdoers, 
and  a  naked  power  to  sell  it  and  pass  the  title  of  the  owner  to  the 
purchaser.^'  Similarly,  in  the  case  of  an  attachment  the  general 
property  in  Uie  goods  attached  remains  in  the  owner,  who  m^  sell 
Or  assign  them  subject  to  the  attachment,**  and  in  the  case  of  attached 
property,  kept  on  the  debtor's  premises  by  the  officer,  under  a  license 
from  Irim,  ^e  debtor  has  such  a  qualified  possession  that  he  may, 
with  the  officer's  acquiescence,  make  actual  delivery  thereof  to  an 
assignee,  subject  to  the  lien.'  While  a  levy  on  chattels  vests  a  fecial 
property  in  the  officer  by  virtue  of  which  he  may  retain  them,  and 
make  a  sale  after  the  return  day,  it  seems  that  a  levy  on  lands  does 
not  vest  title  in  the  officer,  or  give  him  any  right  of  possession,  and 
hence  it  has  been  held  that  after  the  return  day  of  an  execution, 
lands  cannot  be  sold,  though  levied  on  before,  without  a  venditioni 
exponas.'  A  sheriff  or  other  levying  officer  is  presumed  to  be  right- 
fully in  possession  of  property  taken  in  execution,  and  a  person  claim- 
ing su<^  property  must,  in  a  suit  against  the  officer,  establish  a  clear 
and  perfect  right  or  title.' 

V.  Vacatioh  and  Kblbasb  of  Lsvt  ' 

115.  Irregularities  in  General. — ^It  seems  that  objection  to  a  levy  on 
the  ground  of  irregularity  can  be  taken  only  by  the  defendant  in 
the  execution,  on  a  motion  to  set  it  aside.*  Similarly,  it  has  been  held 
that  a  levy  of  an  attachment  which  is  merely  irregular  is  not  subject 
to  collateral  attack,'  and  where  ihe  attached  goods,  by  the  consent  of 
the  parties,  have  been  sold  by  order  of  the  court,  and  the  proceeds 

19.  Walker  t.  Com.,  18  Grat.  (Va.)  ing  no  distinction  between  personal 
13,  98  Am.  Dec.  631.  and  real  estate  in  making  sales  after 

20.  Denny  v.  Willard,  11  Pick,  the  return  day,  see  Exboutions,  vol. 
(Mass.)  519,  22  Am.  Dec.  389;  Whip-  10,  p.  1287. 

pie  V.  Thayer,  16  Pick.  (Mass.)  25,  26  3,  Wafer  v.  Pratt,  1  Rob.  (La.)  41, 
Am,  Dec.  626  and  note;  Arnold  v.  36  Am.  Dec.  681.  For  a  general  con- 
Brown,  24  Pick.  (Mass.)  89,  35  Am.  sideration  of  claims  by  third  persons, 
Dee.  296;  Musaey  v.  Perkins,  36  Vt.  see  ExEOtmoHS,  voL  10,  p.  1280  et 
690,  86  Am.  Dec.  688.    See  A-nrACH-  seq. 

UBNT,  vol.  2,  p.  866.  4.  Waldrop  v.  Friedman,  90  Ala. 

1.  Fettyplace  v.  Dutch,  13  Pick.  157,  7  8o.  510,  24  A.  S.  R.  775; 
(Mass.)  388,  23  Am.  Dec.  688  and  Koehler  v.  Ball,  2  Kan.  160,  83  Am. 
note.  Dec.  451;  Com.  v.  O'CuU,  7  J.  J. 

2.  Barden  v.  McKinnie,  11  N.  C.  Marsh.  (Ky.)  149,  23  Am.  Dec.  393; 
279, 15  Am.  Dec.  519 ;  Seawell  v.  Cape  State  v.  Morgan,  29  N.  C.  387,  47  Am. 
Fear  Bank,  14  N.  C.  279,  22  Am.  Dec.  Dec.  329.  See  the  next  succeeding 
722 ;    Rogers   v.    Cawood,    1    Swan  paragraph. 

(Tenn.)  142,  55  Am.  Dec.  729;  Keaton  5.  Marquis  v.  Ireland,  86  Kan.  416, 

T.  Thomasson,  2  Swan  (Tenn.)  138,  121  Pac.  486,  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  144  and 

58  Am.  Dee.  5IS.  For  authorities  mak-  note. 
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paid  into  court  subsequent  judgment  creditors  cannot  be  heard  to 
object  to  ihe  manner  in  which  the  property  was  originally  seized  and 
brought  into  court  and  made  subject  to  its  orders  *  Irregularities  in 
a  levy,  advertisements,  etc,  may  be  waived  by  the  defendant  in  exe- 
cution before  sale  by  his  express  act; '  or  in  some  cases  by  statute 
they  may  be  impliedly  waived  if  a  motion  or  petition  to  vacate  the 
levy  is  not  made  within  a  stipulated  time.*  A  mistake  in  a  levy  may 
be  amended  and  corrected  by  the  sheriff  before  return  of  the  execu- 
tion,* and  alterations  in  a  levy  will,  in  collateral  proceedings  after 
sale,  be  presumed  to  be  the  correction  of  mistakes;  and  in  the  absence 
of  evidence  to  the  contrary  these  corrections,  if  without  date,  will  be 
presumed  to  have  been  made  before  the  return  of  the  execution.^** 
Defects  in  the  levy  of  executions  may  be  cured  also  by  acts  of  the 
legislature,  passed  subsequent  to  the  making  of  the  levy.'^  It  has 
been  held  that  an  action  of  debt  lies  on  a  judgment  after  an  extent 
thereunder,  where  the  writ  is  void,  whether  for  defects  apparent  on 
its  face,  or  for  defects  of  a  character  to  be  brought  out  only  on  proof, 
and  it  does  not  vary  the  rule  that  possession  has  been  taken  under  the 
extent,  of  which  there  has  been  no  ouster.^* 

116.  Vacation  of  Cery* — levy  may,  on  motion,  be  set  arade  by 
the  court  out  of  which  the  writ  issued,  when  all  the  parties  are  before 
the  court,  and  the  process  has  been  used  for  fraud,  injustice,  or  oppres- 
aon.^  And  of  course  a  court,  having  power  over  its  own  process, 
may  set  aside  a  levy  of  a  writ  of  attacliment  or  execution  on  exempt 
property.'^  'However,  an  intention  to  occupy  as  a  home  at  some 
future  time  property  which  has  been  levied  on,'*  or  even  actual  occu- 
pancy after  the  levy,  does  not  ordinarily  relieve  it  of  Uie  levy,  or 
exempt  it  from  sale  under  the  same.^*  A  levy  will  also  be  set  aside 

6.  Walter  v.  Biekham,  122  U.  S.  320,  74  Am.  Dec.  328;  Campau  v.  Godfrey, 
7  S.  Ct  1197,  30  V.  S.  (L.  ed.)  18  Mich.  27,  100  Am.  Dee.  133 ;  Pitkin 


7.  Miller  v.  Alexander,  13  Tex.  497,  160,  89  A.  S.  R.  763,  55  L.R.A.  280; 
66  Am.  Dec.  73;  Alexander  v.  Miller,  Voorhis  v.  Terhune,  50  N.  J.  L.  147, 


8.  Hyde  v.  Bani^,  17  Vt.  280,  44  As  to  vacation  of  execution  sales,  see 
Am.  Dec.  335.  Execution,  vol.  10,  p.  139.   As  to  vu- 

9.  Spoor  V.  Holland,  8  Wend.  (N.  cation  of  attachments,  see  Attach- 
Y.)  445,  24  Am.  Dec.  37.   See  infra,  ment,  vol.  2,  p.  868  et  seq. 

par.  125.  14.  Holmes  v.  Marshall,  145  Cal. 

10.  Miller  v.  Alexander,  13  Tex.  497,  777,  79  Pac.  534,  104  A.  S.  R.  86,  2 
65  Am.  Dec.  73.  Ann.  Cas.  88,  69  L.R.A.  67.   See  gen- 
ii. Norton  v.  Pettibone,  7  Conn,  erally,  Exemptions,  vol.  11,  p.  487. 

319,  18  Am.  Dec.  116;  Kipp  v.  Bur-     15.  Evans  v.  Caiman,  92  Mich.  427, 
ton,  29  Mont.  96,  74  Pac.  85,  101  A.  52  N.  W.  787,  31  A.  S.  R.  606. 
S.  R.  544,  63  L.R.A.  325.  16.  Northwest  Thresher  Co.  v.  Mc- 

12.  Bumham  v.  Coffin,  8  N.  H.  114,  Carroll,  30  Okla.  25,  118  Pac.  352, 


1385. 


V.  Bumham,  62  Neb.  385,  87  N.  W. 


18  Tex.  893,  70  Am.  Dec.  314. 


13  Atl,  391,  7  A.  S.  R.  781  and  note. 


26  Am.  Dec.  383. 

18.  Pomroy  r.  Parmlee,  9  la.  140, 


Ann.  Cas.  1913B  1145  and  note. 
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where  the  description  of  the  land  levied  on  is  such  that  it  cannot 
be  located.^^  Moreover,  it  has  been  held  that  an  order  setting  aside 
a  levy  on  execution  ia  properly  granted,  on  the  ground  that  Uie  exe- 
cution was  not  subscribed  by  the  party  issuing  it,  or  his  attorney, 
as  required  by  statute,  where  this  objection  is  distinctly  specified  in 
the  affidavit,  and  a  copy  thereof  is  served  with  a  notice  of  the  motion. 
And  the  fact  that  the  execution  was  properly  subscribed  after  levy 
made  and  notice  of  motion  served  constitutes  no  ground  for  denying 
the  motion.**  A  notice  of  motion  to  quash  a  levy  must  be  given 
to  the  plaintiff  in  execution,  and  to  all  other  interested  persons." 
If  intangible  property  not  subject  to  execution  be  blended  in  a  levy 
with  other  property,  so  that  it  is  difficult  to  separate  them,  tlie  whole 
levy  may  be  quashed.** 

117.  Release  or  Abandonment  of  Levy. — The  lien  which  a  plaintiff 
acquires  by  the  levy  of  his  executioD  may  be  lost,  if  he  is  giiilty  of 
gross  laches  in  not  having  the  property  sold  within  a  reasonable 
time,'^  or  if  he  releases  the  property  and  gives  time  to  the  defend- 
ant; '  and  it  may  be  that  when  the  execution  is  enjoined,  and  secur- 
ity takm  for  the  debt,  the  property  levied  on  will  be  released.*  A 
levy  is  releat^ed  where  tiie  execution  plaintiff  orders  the  officer  to 
suspend  proceedings  until  further  notice,  and  thereafter  any  other 
creditor  has  a  right  to  take  the  property,  or  the  execution  debtor  may 
sell  it  and  pass  a  good  title  to  the  purchaser.*  It  has  been  held,  how- 
ever, that  a  mere  suspension  of  proceedings  does  not  release  the  levy 
or  authorize  the  restoration  of  the  property  to  the  possession  of  the 
defendant;  *  and  if  by  a  misunderstanding  of  the  plaintiff's  direc- 
tions in  such  a  case  the  property  is  released  by  the  sheriff  to  the 
defendants,  the  plaintiff  may  sue  out  a  new  execution.  So  gener*. 
ally,  a  plaintiff  may  have  a  new  execution  where  a  levy  has  been 
abandoned  by  the  sheriff  without  his  consent,  and  with  tiie  consent 
of  the  defendant,  or  where  the  property  levied  on  is  eloigned  or 
removed  by  the  defendant  out  of  tiie  reach  of  the  sheriff  without 
the  consent  of  the  sheriff  or  the  plaintiff.*   A  constable's  levy  is  not 

17.  Hughes  V.  Streeter.  24  lU.  647,  2.  Conway  v.  Jett,  3  Yerg.  (Tenn.) 
76  Am.  Dec.  777.  481,  24  Am.  Dec.  590.    See  Exicn- 

18.  Bonesteel  v.  Orvis,  23  Wis.  506,  tions,  vol.  10,  pp.  1260-1261. 

99  Am.  Dec.  201.  3.  Hickok  v.  Coatea,  2  Wend.  (N. 

19.  McKinney  v.  Jones,  7  Tex.  598,  Y.)  419,  20  Am.  Dec.  632;  Com.  v. 
58  Am,  Dec.  83.  Stremback,  3  Rawle  (Pa.)  341,  24  Am. 

20.  Ammant   v.   New   Alexandria,  Dec.  351. 

etc.,  Turnpike  Road,  13  Serg.  &  R.  4.  Lean  v.  Givens,  146  Cal.  739,  81 

(Pa.)  210,  15  Am.  Dec  693.  Pae.  128,  106  A.  8.  R.  79;  Fisher  v. 

21.  Conway  v.  Jett,  3  Yerg.  (Tenn.)  Yanmeter,  9  Leigh  (Vo.)  18,  33  Am. 
481,  24  Am.  Dec.  590.  Dec.  221. 

Note:  27  L.E.A.  377,  378.  Note:  27  L.R.A.  378,  379. 

1.  Fisher  v.  Vanmeter,  9  Leigh  6.  Walker  t.  Com.,  18  QraL  (Va.) 
(Va.)  18,  33  Am.  Dee.  221.  13,  98  Am.  Dee.  631. 
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abandoned  merely  because  be  gives  bis  execution  to  a  sheriff,  who 
makes  a  subsequent  levy  subject  to  that  made  by  the  constable,  on 
the  same  goods,  and  then  sells  them  *  nor,  it  has  been  held,  does  a 
keeper  permitting  a  debtor  to  make  deUvery  of  attached  property 
to  an  assignee,  subject  to  the  attachment,  vacate  the  attachment.' 
Likewise,  it  has  been  held  that  the  taking  of  a  forthcoming  bond  for 
the  delivery  of  property  at  the  day  of  sale  is  not  a  dissolution  of  the 
levy.^  A  creditor  may  discharge  a  levy  and  extend  a  new  execution 
on  other  property  covered  by  the  judgment  lien,  though  it  has  in 
the  mean  while  been  sold,  when  a  satisfaction  of  the  judgment  from 
the  first  levy  would  involve  great  disadvantages  and  risks.*  It  has 
been  held,  however,  that  a  judgment  creditor  may  not  abandon  a 
valid  subsisting  levy  on  land  against  the  will  of  the  debtor  and  tax 
him  with  the  costs  of  further  execution ;  and  on  the  latter's  applica* 
tion,  the  duty  of  the  court  whence  the  alias  process  is  so  irregularly 
issued  is  to  quash  or  recall  it**  If  an  execution  is  levied  on  several 
lots,  but  the  levy  is  abandoned  as  to  all  except  the  one  sold,  the  fact 
that  notice  of  such  abandonment  was  not  given  does  not  prejudice 
the  debtor." 

VI.  Thb  Return 

118.  In  General. — It  is  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  or  other  officer  to 
whom  a  writ  of  attachment  or  execution  has  been  directed  to  return 
it  to  the  authority  issuing  it  at  the  time  and  place  commanded  in 
the  body  of  the  writ.  This  return  is  his  answer  to  the  writ:  and  it 
is  highly  important,  for  his  own  protection  and  that  of  his  smreties, 
as  well  for  Uie  interest  and  security  of  the  commonwealth  and  of 
suitors,  that  officers  should,  in  all  cases,  strictly  comply  with  this 
duty.'*  It  is  a  short  official  statement  of  the  officer  indorsed  on  the 
writ  of  what  he  has  done  in  obedience  to  the  mandate  thereof  or 
why  he  has  done  nothing.'*  More  broadly  viewed,  however,  the  re- 
turn is  not  simply  the  officer's  indorsement  on  the  writ,  but  it  is 

6.  Miller  v.  Gets,  136  Pa.  St.  558,  10.  Tzapnall  v.  Riehardson,  13  Ark. 
19  Atl.  955,  20  A.  S.  R.  887.  543,  58  Am.  Dec  338. 

7.  Fettyplaee  t.  Dutch,  13  Pick.  11.  Frazee  v.  Nelson,  179  Mass.  456, 
(Mass.)  388,  23  Am.  Dec.  688.  As  to  61  N.  E.  40,  88  A  S.  R.  391. 

the  nature  of.  the  custody  required  to  18.  Duvidl  t.  Waters,  1  Bland 
continue  a  lei^  of  an  attachment  or  (Md.)  569,  IS  Am.  Dec  350;  Farnor 
execution  in  force,  see  infra,  par.  131  v.  Houston,  100  N.  C.  369,  6  S.  £.  72. 
etseq.  6  A.  S.  R.  597;  Com.  t.  McCoy,  8 

8.  Lantz  t.  Worthington,  4  Pa.  St  Watts  (Pa.)  153,  34  Am.  Dee.  445; 
153,  45  Am.  Dec  682.  For  a  general  Little  v.  Sleeper,  37  Vt.  105,  86  Am. 
treatment  of  forthcoming  bonds,  sea  Dec.  697;  Craig  v.  Williams,  90  Ya. 
infra,  par.  136  et  seq.  500,  18  S.  E.  899,  44  A.  S.  R.  934. 

9.  CtHnmereial  Bank  v.  Western  Be-  See  Attaghkent,  vol.  2,  p.  842  et  acq. 
serve  Bank,  11  Ohio  444,  88  Am.  Dec  See  also  Shebiivs. 

739.  13.  Taylor  v.  Graham,  18  La.  Ann. 
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the  actual  placing  of  H  in  the  office  from  which  it  issued,  the  file 
mark  of  the  clerk  indicating  the  date  of  the  Tetum.>^  The  letum 
is  usually  made  on  the  back  of  the  writ,  but  this  is  not  absolutely 
necessary ;  it  may  be  made  on  a  separate  writing  attached  to  the  writ*' 
At  the  common  law,  it  was  not  usual  to  put  the  sheriff's  name  to 
returns;  for  when  a  writ  was  returned,  it  was  intended  to  be  by  the 
office  of  the  court  whose  duty  it  was  to  make  it;  and  for  this  reason 
it  was  held  that  such  an  omission  was  not  erroneous.  Under  statutes, 
however,  the  signature  of  the  sheriff  is  now  very  generally  held  to 
be  necessary.!*  But  under  some  statutes  it  is  held  that  the  signature 
of  the  officer  who  makes  return  of  an  execution  is  not  intended  as 
a  part  of  the  return  proper,  but  merely  as  an  authentication  of  the 
memorandum  as  a  true  return  by  tlie  proper  officer,  and  hence  the 
omission  thereof  may  be  cured  by  an  amendment  adding  such  omit- 
ted signature.!'  The  levy  constitutes  but  a  portion  of  the  sheriff's 
return  to  an  execution,  and  hence  if  the  return  is  duly  signed  by 
the  sheriff,  it  is  no  objection  that  his  name  was  not  signed  to  the 
levy  itself.'*  It  seems  that  a  return  of  a  levy  may  properly  be  indorsed 
on  an  execution  by  a  third  person  at  the  direction  and  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  sheriff.!'  It  has  also  been  held  that  a  deputy  sheriff's 
signature  to  a  return,  followed  by  his  proper  official  designation,  is 
sufficient,  without  the  high  sheriff's  name,  as  he  is  an  officer  known 
to  the  law.**  On  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  ruled  that  a  return 
by  a  deputy  sheriff  not  signed  in  the  sheriff's  name  is  void.^  In  some 
jurisdictions,  where  an  execution  is  levied  on  land,  the  execution  and 
officer's  return  must  be  recorded  in  the  registry  of  deeds  and  in  the 
office  from  which  the  execution  issued,  within  its  life,  to  perfect  the 
title  acquired  und^  such  levy.* 

119.  Time  of  Return. — A  return  should  be  made  within  the  time 
prescribed  by  law,'  although  this  time  may  under  some  circumstances 
be  enlarged  by  the  court*   If  no  date  is  recited,  the  return  is  pre- 

656,  89  Am.  Dec.  699;  Wilcox  v.  13  Tex.  497,  65  Am.  Dec  73;  Coffee 
EmersoD,  10  R.  I.  270,  14  Am.  Rep.  v.  Silvan,  15  Tex.  354,  65  Am.  Dec. 
683;  Rowe  v.  Hardy,  97  Va.  674,  34  169. 

S.  E.  625,  75  A.  S.  R.  811.  19.  Lewis  v.  Wataon,  98  Ala.  479, 

14.  Ho^  y.  Corbit,  156  lU.  540,  13  So.  570,  39  A.  S.  R.  82,  22  L.R.A. 
41  N.  E.  219,  47  A.  S.  R.  232.  297. 

15.  Dewar  t.  Spence,  2  Whart  20.  Miller  v.  Alexander,  13  Tex.  497, 
(Pa.)  211,  30  Am.  Dec.  241.  65  Am.  Dee.  73. 

16.  Dewar  v.  Spence,  2  Whart.  1.  Ditch  v.  Edwards,  1  Scam.  (111.) 
(Pa.)  211,  30  Am.  Dec.  241;  Miller  127,  26  Am.  Dec.  414  and  note. 

V.  Alexander,  13  Tex.  497,  65  Am.  2.  Wilcox  v.  Emerson,  10  R.  I.  270, 
Dec.  73.  14  Am.  Rep.  683;  Fletcher  v.  Bradley, 

17.  Slinglufl  V.  Collins,  109  Ya.  717,  12  Vt.  22,  36  Am.  Dec.  324. 

64  S.  £.  1055,  17  Ann.  Cas.  456  and  3.  Boston  v.  Schapero,  217  Mass, 
note.   See  infra,  par.  127.  71,  104  N.  E.  440,  Ann.  Cas.  1915D 

18.  Howard  v.  North,  6  Tex.  290,  399. 

61  Am.  Dec.  769;  Miller  v.  Alexander,     4.  Robey  t.  State.  94  Md.  61.  60 
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mimed  to  have  been  made  while  the  officer  had  the  right  to  make  it, 
and  in  due  time>  If  a  writ  is  returnable  within  sixty  days  from  its 
date  and  the  sixtieth  day  after  such  date  is  Sunday,  the  return  must 
be  made  on  or  before  the  previous  Saturday  to  exempt  the  officer 
from  a  penalty  imposed  by  law  in  all  cases  where  there  is  a  failure 
to  return  a  writ,  on  or  before  the  return  day  tliereof.*  It  has  been 
held,  however,  tiiat  the  failure  to  return  a  writ  on  the  return  day 
does  not  destroy  the  legal  effect  of  the  return  indorsed  on  it,  for, 
althou^  the  record  is  not  complete  until  the  writ  is  returned,  when 
a  proper  return  of  the  writ  is  made,  though  after  the  return  day, 
such  return  is  thenceforth  competent  evidence  of  the  facts  therein 
stated.^  When  the  time  is  fixed  by  law,  the  return  of  a  writ  at  a 
prior  date  has  been  held  to  be  not  only  premature  and  irregular,  but 
insufficient  to  support  further  proceedings  resting  thereon.^  More- 
over, a  judge  has  no  power  to  order  an  execution  returnable  before 
the  day  named  in  the  writ.  Such  an  order  if  made  is  void  for  want 
of  jurisdiction,  and  on  rescission  thereof  and  redelivery  of  the  writ 
to  the  sheriff  it  is  entitled  to  the  same  priority  over  subsequent  writs 
as  if  the  order  had  not  been  made.'  An  officer's  return  to  an  execu- 
tion is  not,  however,  invalid  because  made  before  the  return  day 
has  arrived,  in  a  case  where  it  is  admitted  that  the  judgment  debtors 
were  insolvent  at  the  time  when  the  execution  was  placed  in  the 
officer's  hands.^*  Moreover,  it  has  been  ruled,  a  constable's  return 
of  an  execution,  premature  by  one  day,  cannot  be  collaterally  attacked, 
where  t^e  interests  of  third  persons  only  axe  involved.^'  There  is 
no  presumption  that  a  dieriff  returned  a  writ  at  any  time  prior  to 
the  date  when  the  law  required  him  to  do  so.*'  Where  property  is 
■seized  under  a  fieri  facias,  before  the  return  day  of  the  writ,  as  a 
special  return  on  the  fieri  facias  is  one  of  the  necessary  modes  of 
proving  the  sale,  the  officer  must  be  authorized  to  make  the  indorse- 
ment after  the  regular  return  term,  in  cases  where  the  sale  was  made 
afterwards.** 

120.  Failure  to  Return. — Neither  of  the  parties  to  a  suit  can  be 
deprived  of  the  benefit  of  a  return,  on  a  writ  of  execution,  by  the 
officer's  neglect  or  failure  to  return  tiie  writ  by  the  return  day.'^ 

AtL  411,  89  A.  S.  B.  405;  Baird  t.  9.  Irons  v.  M«Qnewan,  27  Pa.  St 

Rice,  1  CaU  (Vo.)  18,  1  Am.  Dec.  497.  196,  67  Am.  Dee.  456. 

5.  Rowe  V.  Hardy,  97  Va.  674,  34  10.  SlinglufE  v.  Collins,  109  Va.  717, 
S.  E.  625,  75  A.  S.  R.  8U.  64  S.  E.  1055,  17  Ann.  Cas.  456. 

6.  Hawkins  v.  Taylor,  56  Ark.  45,  11.  Abies  v.  Webb,  186  Mo.  233,  86 
19  S.  W.  105,  35  A.  S.  B.  82.  See  in-  8.  W.  383,  105  A.  S.  R.  610. 

fra,  par.  120.  12.  Woodward  t.  Harbin,  4  Ala.  534, 

7.  Rowe  V.  Hardy,  97  Va.  674,  34  37  Am.  Dec.  753. 

S.  E.  625,  75  A.  S.  R.  811.  13.  Remington  -  Linthieum,  14  Pet 

8.  Reed  v.  Lowe,  163  Mo.  519,  63  84,  10  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  364. 

S.  W.  687,  86  A.  S.  R.  578.  14.  Claric  t.  Fdzoroft,  6  GreenL 
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In  England,  an  officer  failing  to  return  an  execution  in  due  time  can 
be  compelled  to  do  so  by  a  special  rule  of  court  enforceable  against 
him  by  attachment  and  amercement,  in  case  of  his  non-compliance 
with  the  rule.^'  lo  the  United  Stat^,  proceedings  against  officers 
by  rule  and  attachment  have  been  resorted  to  with  less  frequency 
than  in  England,  the  more  usual  procedure  being  tq^  bring  an  action 
or  motion  against  the  sheriflF  to  recover  damages  from  him  for  not 
returning  the  writ'*  It  has  been  held,  however,  that  aa  officer  may 
be  compelled,  by  process  of  contempt,  to  make  a  return  on  a  writ 
and  to  return  it,"  and  generally  throughout  the  United  States,  many 
statutes  have  been  enacted  for  the  purpose  of  giving  ample  and,  ir. 
most  cases,  summary  and  punitive  redress  against  officers  neglecting 
or  refusing  to  make  a  return,  as,  for  instance,  by  providing  tiiat  the 
failure  of  aa  officer  to*  do  so  shall  subject  him  to  the  payment  of  a 
certain  forfeiture  or  penalty.'®  Independently  of  these  statutory  pro- 
visions, however,  the  right  of  a  plaintiff  to  maintain  an  action  against 
an  officer  and  his  sureties  for  a  failure  to  make  a  return  has  been 
generally  conceded,*'  even  though  the  misconduct  of  the  officer  may 
have  in  fact  occasioned  no  injury  to  the  plaintiff,  the  latter  in  such 
a  case  being  entitled  to  recover  at  least  nominal  damages  where  the 
officer  does  not  show  a  valid  excuse  for  not  making  his  return.*** 
In  several  of  the  states  the  amount  of  an  officer's  liability  is  fixed 
by  statute,  in  some  cases  a  recovery  against  him  being  authorized  for 
the  full  amount  of  the  execution,  with  interest,  even  though  he  ^as 
collected  no  money  thereunder,'  and  it  has  been  held  that  the  insol- 
vency of  the  defendant  .does  not  mitigate  the  damages.*  The  general 
rule,  however,  is  that  a  sheriff  who  fails  to  return  an  execution  as 
directed  by  law  is  prima  facie  liable  to  the  plaintiff  in  the  execution 
for  the  full  amount  of  the  debt,  interest,  and  costs;  but  this  is  not 
conclusively  the  measure  of  damages.  The  officer  may  avoid  the 
liability  by  proving  a  reasonable  excuse  for  his  failure  to  malce  the 
return,  or  that  the  plaintiff  has  sustained  no  injury.  The  burden 
is,  however,  on  him  so  to  prove;  and  where  he  pleads  that  the  judg- 
ment debtor  was  insolvent,  and  that  consequently  the  plaintiff  has 

(Me.)  296,  20  Am.  Dee.  309;  Rowe  v.  17.  Rowe  v.  HardV,  97  Va.  674,  34 
Hardy,  97  Va.  674,  34  S.  B.  625,  76  S.  E.  625,  75  A.  S.  R.  811. 


15.  Cora.  V.  McCoy,  8  Watts  (Pa.)  (Kv.)  149,  23  Am.  Dec.  393;  Howard 
163,  34  Am.  Dec,  445  (discussed).  v.  Nortb,  5  Tex.  290,  51  Am.  Dec.  769; 

Note:  25  Am.  Dec.  571.  Rowe  v.  Hnrdy,  97  Va.  674,  34  8.  £. 

16.  Johnston  v.  Gwathney,  2  Bibb  625,  75  A.  S.  R.  811. 

(Ky.)  186,  4  Am.  Dec.  694;  Morris  v.  19.  Note:  25  Am,  Dec.  672. 

Lake,  9  Sme  lea  &  M.  (Mias.)  521,  48  20.  Laflin    v.    Willard,    16  Pick. 

Am.  Dec.  724;  SwensoD  v.  Chrisiof-  (Mass.)  64,  26  Am.  Dec.  629. 

erson,  10  S.  D.  188,  72  N.  W.  459,  1.  Sloan  v.  Case,  10  Wend.  (N.  T.) 

66  A.  8.  R.  712.  370,  25  Am.  Dec.  569  and  note. 

Note:  25  Am.  Dee.  571.  2.  Note:  26  Am.  Dec.  673. 


A.  S.  R.  811. 


18.  Com.  v.  O'CulI,  7  J.  J.  Marsh. 
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sustained  no  injury^  he  may  be  held  liable  for  nominal  damages  and 
costs.*  For  a  failure  to  return  an  attachment,  the  measure  of  dam- 
ages has  been  said  to  be  the  actual  loss  which  the  plaintiff  has  sus- 
tained by  reason  of  the  neglect  of  the  officer;  and,  hence,  where  by 
reason  of  the  neglect  of  an  attaching  dficer,  part  of  the  property  is 
seized  by  other  creditors,  the  creditor  cannot  recover  the  entire  value 
from  the  officer,  unless  the  creditor  shows  that  he  used  due  diligence 
to  secure  the  residue.*  A  mere  irregularity  in  an  execution  cannot 
excuse  an  officer  for  his  failure  to  return  the  writ  on  or  before  its 
return  day,*  since  when  an  officer  receives  an  execution,  it  may  be 
his  duty  to  return  it,  if  not  void,  even  though  he  may  not  have  been 
bound  to  levy  it,*  It  should  also  be  noted  that  the  general  doctrine 
is  well  established  that  a  sheriff  cannot  justify  a  seizure  of  goods  under 
a  writ  of  attachment  or  execution  whi(^  he  has  failed  to  return  into 
court,  although  it  was  not  returnable  before  the  action  against  him 
was  commenced.^  There  are,  however,  some  circumstances  which 
will  excuse  a  return  and  still  allow  the  officer  to  justify  under  the 
writ.  For  instance,  a  sheriff  who  neglects  to  return  an  execution'  at 
the  request  of  the  plaintiff  is  not  liable.  Also,  an  officer  who  has 
attached  property  on  mesne  process,  which  is  afterwards  released,  and 
has  made  no  return  of  the  writ,  may,  in  an  action  against  him,  prove 
a  settlement  by  the  parties  by  which  the  property  was  to  be  restored, 
and  the  writ  not  returned.* 

121.  What  Return  Must  Show  Generally. — ^In  some  jurisdictions 
the  rule  is  announced  that  the  return  writ  of  execution  must  show 
Ihe  acts  performed  by  the  officer  in  the  execution  of  the  writ  so  that 
the  court  may  decide  on  its  sufficiency,  and  that  it  must  be  presumed 
that  the  return  states  all  that  was  done  toward  affecting  a  levy." 
In  other  jurisdictions,  the  particular  facts  constituting  a  levy  are  not 
required  to  be  stated;  a  general  return  ih&t  the  officer  has  "levied 
upon"  the  property  is  sufficient,  if  it  contains  a  description  thereof 
and  shows  what  disposition  has  been  made  of  it,  and  cannot  be  dis- 
puted, except  in  a  direct  proceeding  against  the  officer  or  his  sureties 
for  a  false  return.'^   Where  the  return  of  an  officer  states  that  he 


3.  Swenson  v.  Christoferson,  10  S.  8.  Note:  74  Am.  Dec.  672. 

D.  188,  72  N.  W.  459,  66  A.  S.  R.  712;  9.  Anderson  v.  Moline  Plow  Co.,  101 

Smith  V.  Peny,  18  Tex.  510,  70  Am.  la.  747,  69  N.  W.  1028,  63  A.  S.  R. 

Dee.  295.  424;  People's  Bank  v.  West,  67  Miss. 

Note:  25  Am.  Dec.  573.  729,  7  So.  513,  8  L.R.A.  727;  Ireland 

4.  Clark  v.  Smith,  10  Conn.  1,  25  v.  Adair,  12  N.  D.  29,  94  N.  W.  766, 
Am.  Dec.  47.  102  A.  S.  R.  561;  Green  v.  Coit,  81 

5.  Hawkins  v.  Taylor,  56  Ark.  45,  Ohio  St.  280,  90  N.  E.  794,  135  A. 
19  S.  W.  105,  35  A.  S.  R.  82.  S.  R.  784.   See  Attachkbht,  vol.  2, 

6.  Com.  V.  O'Call,  7  J.  J.  Marsh,  p.  843. 

(Ky.)  149,  23  Am.  Dec.  393.  10.  Bettison  v.  Budd,  17  Ark.  546, 

7.  Williams  v.  Babbitt,  14  Gray  65  Am.  Dec.  442;  Ritter  v.  Scannell, 
lUass.)  141,  74  Am.  Dee.  670  and  11  Cat.  238,  70  Am.  Dec.  775;  Bycr 
voto,  V.  Etnyre,  2  Gill  (Ud.)  150,  41  Am. 
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attached,  or  that  he  took  and  sold  "all  the  right,  title,  and  interest" 
of  a  debtor  in  and  to  land  described,  such  return  has  been  deemed  to 
be  sufficient,'^  at  least  as  agdnst  a  collateral  attack.'*  Nor  need  it 
appear  in  the  return  whether  land  sold  under  execution  is  free  from, 
or  subject  to,  incumWances,  when  the  sale  is  of  all  Uie  debtor's  right, 
title,  and  interest'*  On  the  other  hand,  the  failure  to  state  the  inter- 
est of  the  judgment  debtor  in  lands  levied  on  has  been  deemed  to 
be  a  defect  in  form  at  least.'*  An  officer's  return  of  a  levy  on  land 
which  does  not  show  by  whom  the  appraisers  were  appointed  has 
been  held  to  be  void,'*  and  describing  the  appraisers  as  "indifferent, 
discreet  men,  freeholders  of  said  county,"  does  not  show  that  they 
possessed  the  requisite  qualification  of  residents  in  the  county.'*  Un- 
der a  statute  requiring  a  sheriff  to  show  by  his  return  what  disposi- 
tion he  has  made  of  attached  prop^y,  it  may  be  proper  to  ^ow 
that  he  has  turned  it  over  to  a  receiptor,  if  such  is  the  fact,  but  he 
is  not  required  to  show  that  such  action  was  taken  in  pursuance  of 
the  plaintiff's  directions; "  nor  need  the  loss  of  the  goods  levied  on 
be  included  in  or  made  a  part  of  the  return  on  execution.'*  It  is 
generally  essential  to  the  validity  of  an  attachment  or  execution  that 
tiie  entry  of  the  levy  should  show  that  the  property  was  levied  on  as 
the  property  of  the  defendant  and  when  tliere  are  two  or  more  defend- 
ants, the  entry  must  show  to  which  of  them  such  property  belonged, 
this  principle  holding  true  whether  the  property  is  realty  or  person- 
alty.'* A  return  showing  the  attachment  of  land  "supposed"  to  belong 
to  the  debtor  does  not,  however,  impair  the  effect  of  the  attachment, 
if  the  land  in  fact  is  the  property  of  the  debtor,***  and  an  omission 
to  state  that  the  land  attached  was  the  pr<^erty  of  the  defendant  in 
the  writ  does  not  render  the  return  insufficient  on  a  collateral  attack.' 
When  an  officer  has  been  prevented  from  obeying  the  mandate  of  a 
writ  by  an  injunction,  or  by  a  supersedeas,  or  by  the  order  of  the 
plaintiff  or  his  attorney  directing  him  to  hold  it  up,  or  to  return  it 
to  the  clerk's  office  without  levying  it,  a  return  of  any  of*  these  facts, 

Dec.  410;  Folsom  v.  Carli,  5  Minn.  333,  100  la.  266,  69  K.  W.  443,  62  A.  S. 

80  Am.  Dec.  429.   See  Attachment,  R.  571. 

vol.  2,  p.  843.  18.  Mills  v.  Gilbreth,  47  Me.  320, 

11.  MUlctt  V.  Blake,  81  Me.  531,  18  74  Am.  Dec.  487. 

Atl.  293,  10  A.  S.  R.  275.  19.  Albright-Pryor   Co.   v.  Paeiac 

12.  Anderson  v.  Gofif,  72  Gal.  65, 13  Selling  Co.,  126  Ga.  498,  55  S.  E.  251, 
Pae.  73, 1  A.  S.  R.  34.  115  A.  S.  R.  108;  Dorminey  v.  De 

13.  Fraaee  v.  Nelson,  179  Maaa.  456,  Lang,  130  Ga.  618,  61  S.  E.  475,  124  . 
61  N.  E.  40,  88  A.  S.  R.  391.  A.  S.  R.  193;  Ewer  v.  Coffin,  1  Cush. 

14.  Hvde  V.  Barney,  17  Vt.  280,  44  (Mass.)  23,  48  Am.  Dec.  587;  Cousins 
Am.  Dee.  335.  v.  Alworth,  44  Minn.  505,  47  N.  W. 

15.  Banister  v.  Higginson,  15  Me.  169,  10  L.R.A.  504. 

73,  32  Am.  Dec.  134.  20.  Banister  v.  Higginson,  15  Me. 

16.  Rix  V.  Johnson,  5  N.  H.  520,  22  73,  32  Am.  Dec.  134. 

Am.  Dec.  472.    See  supra,  par.  110.  1.  Colfax  Bank  v.  Richardson,  34 

17.  Citizens'  Nat.  Bank  v.  Loomis,  Ore.  518,  54  Pae.  359,  75  A.  S.  R.  664. 
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or  in  general  a  return  of  any  fact  showing  why,  without  fault  or 
negligence  on  his  part,  he  has  been  prevented  from  complying  with 
the  mandate  of  the  writ,  is  when  indorsed  thereon  a  suflicient  return.' 
Under  a  provision,  that  if  no  goods  or  chatt^  of  the  debtor  can  be 
found,  the  officer  shall  indorse  on  the  execation  "no  goods,"  and 
forthwith  levy  on  the  lands  and  tenements  of  the  debtor,  it  has  been 
held  that  if  no  such  indorsement  is  found  on  the  writ,  nor  any  evi- 
dence in  the  return  that  the  debtor  had  not  sufficient  goods  and 
chattels  to  satisfy  the  execution,  a  sale  made  under  it  ou^t  not  to 
be  confirmed.'  , 

122.  Sufficiency  of  Description  in  Return.— A  return  containing  an 
insufficient  description  of  a  tract  of  land  levied  on  is  void  for  uncer- 
tainty.* However,  while  a  return  of  a  levy  on  and  a  sale  of  lands 
under  a  fiwi  facias  should  regularly,  for  the  securi^  of  purchasers, 
describe  the  premises  with  precision,  it  is  enough  if  the  description 
be  such  that  the  property  may  be  clearly  identified,  or  sufficiently 
known  and  ascertained.  It  is  not  necessary  that  it  should  be  q)ecified 
with  technical  minuteness.'  Thus,  if  the  land  is  described  as  "one 
tract  of  land  called  Habitation  Back,  containing  three  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  more  or  less,  situate  in  the  North  Hundred  Baltimore 
county/'  or  as  "all  the  part  of  the  tract  of  land  called  Charles  and 
Benjamin,  which  was  devised  to  £.  D.  B.  by  his  father  B.  B.,"  or  by 
a  particular  name,  as  "a  tract  of  land  called  Borough  Hall,  contain- 
ing the  supposed  quantity  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  land, 
more  or  less,"  it  is  sufficient;  because  the  sheriff,  not  having  the  title 
deeds  within  bis  roach,  cannot  be  presumed  to  have  it  in  his  power 
to  give  a  more  particular  description  of  the  land  he  sells.*  But  where 
land  and  property  levied  on  are  designated  by  names  common  to  all 
similar  property,  as  "a  dwelling  house,  gristmill,  sawmill,  and  full- 
ing mill,  and  all  other  buildings  belonging  thereunto,  with  one 
hundred  a^es  of  land  joining  the  sfdd  property,"  the  return  is  defec- 
tive for  want  of  a  specification.'  And  so,  too,  where  the  return  de- 
scribes the  land  as  "part  of  Resurrection  Manor,  containing  two  hun- 

2.  Pettingill  v.  Moss,  3  Hiim.  222,  Note:  40  Am.  Dee.  656. 

74  Am.  Dee.  747 ;  Bay  State  Iron  Co.  See  supra,  par.  95. 

V.  QoodaU,  30  N.  H.  223,  75  Am.  Dee.  6.  DuvaU  v.  Waters,  !  Bland  (Sid.) 

219;  Bowe  v.  Hardy,  97  Va.  674,  34  569,  18  Am.  Dee.  350.  For  other  and 

S.  E.  025,  75  A  8.  R.  Sll.  similar  deseriptions  hdd  BuflScient,  see 

5.  Koehler  v.  Ball,  2  Kan.  160,  83  MunhaU  v.  Greenfield,  8  QiU  4  J. 
Am.  Dee.  451.  (Md.)  349,  29  Am.  Dee.  559;  Swan 

4.  Porter  v.  Byrne,  10  Ind.  146,  71  Parker,  7  Yerg.  (Tenn.)  490,  27 

Am.  Dee.  305.  Am.  Dee.  522. 

6.  Webb  Bunpaas,  9  Port.  (Ala.)  7.  DnvaU  v.  Waters,  1  Bland  (Md.) 
201,  33  Am.  Dee.  310;  Dnvall  v.  War  669,  18  Am.  Dee.  350;  Cfaasteen  v. 
ten,  1  Bland  (Md.)  569, 18  Am.  Dee.  PhilUps,  49  N.  C.  469,  69  Am.  Dee. 
350;  Farrior  v.  Houston,  100  N.  G.  760. 

369,  6  S.  £.  72,  6  A  S.  R.  597. 

B.  C.  L.  Vol.  XVII.— 16.  225 


Digitized  by 


Goo 


i  LEVY  AND  SEIZUBE  17  R.  C.  L 

dred  and  fifty-one  acres,  more  or  less,"  it  is  void  for  uncertainty, 
because  there  is  nothing  by  which  it  can  be  ascertained  whether  the 
part  levied  on  and  sold  is  to  be  located  on  the  north,  south,  east  or 
west  of  the  whole  tract"  A  description  is  sufficiently  certain  if  it 
can  be  made  so  by  reference  to  a  record.*  It  has  been  held  that 
whenever  a  levy  returned  departs  from  the  terms  of  description  pre- 
scribed by  statute,  the  onus  is  thrown  on  the  purchaser  of  showing, 
by  extrinsic  evidence,  that  the  return  does  as  completely  identify  the 
land  as  it  would  have  been  identified  by  a  Hteral  observance  of  the 
statute. While  it  seems  to  be  true  that  such  precision  as  to  the 
desCTiption  as  is  required  in  a  return  of  a  levy  of  execution  is  not 
required  in  attachment  proceedings,  yet  it  is  well  settled  that  the 
property  must  be  described  with  reasonable  certainty,  and  the  descrip- 
tion must  be  such  as  to  identify  it'^  As  respects  property  other 
than  land  it  seems  that  a  description  in  general  terms  suffices.  Thus, 
a  description,  in  general  terms,  of  bricks  levied  on  in  a  kiln,  among 
a  larger  number,  is  sufficient  to  authorize  a  sale  under  the  levy,  as 
where  the  description  was,  ''three  thousand  bricks  on  the  lot  of  the 
defendant"  It  has,  moreover,  been  held  that  parol  evidence  is 
admissible  to  identify  vault  doors  and  iron  partitions  as  bdng  the 
same  property  described  in  a  sheriff's  return  on  an  execution  as  "two 
doors  and  frames."  *• 

123.  Nulla  Bona. — ^The  return  of  nulla  bona  has  a  well  defined 
meaning  in  law.  It  signifies  that  the  officer  made  strict  and  diligent 
search  and  was  unable  to  find  any  property  of  the  defendant  liable 
to  seizure  under  the  writ,  whereof  to  levy  the  same.'*  Hence,  an 
execution  returned  "not  served  forVant  of  property"  is  insufficient 
under  a  statute  requiring  the  return  to  state  "that  the  defendant  had 
no  goods  or  chattels  whereof  to  levy  the  same,"  it  being  said  that 
such  a  return  does  not  meet  the  requirements  of  a  thorough  search 
and  failure  to  find  any  property  belonging  to  the  defendant  in  tiie 
execution.**  Nor,  it  seems,  does  "not  satisfied"  cover  the  legal  requi- 
sites of  a  strict  and  thorough  search,  such  a  return  conveying  only 
the  idea  that  the  execution  has  not  been  paid,  and  hence  it  is  not 
equivalent  to  a  statement  that  the  defendant  had  no  goods  or  chat- 

8.  DnvaU  t.  Waters,  1  BUmd  (Hd.)  335,  26  So.  34,  77  A.  S.  a  61. 
569,  18  Am.  Dec.  350.  14.  Langford  v.  Few,  146  Mo.  142, 

9.  Hyde  v.  Barney,  17  Vt.  280,  44  47  S.  W.  927,  69  A.  S.  R.  606;  Reed 
Am.  Dec.  335.   See  snpra,  par.  96.     v.  Lowe,  163  Mo.  519,  63  8.  W.  687, 

10.  Blanehard  v.  Blanehard,  25  N.  85  A.  S.  R.  678;  Com.  v.  McCoy,  8 
C.  105,  38  Am.  Dec.  710.  Watts  (Pa.)  153,  34  Am.  Dec.  446; 

11.  Oreen  v.  Coit,  81  Ohio  St  280,  Russell  v.  Lawton,  14  Wis.  202,  80 
90  N.  E.  794,  135  A.  8.  R.  784.  Am.  Dec.  769. 

12.  Hill  T.  Harris,  10  6.  Mon.  (Ky.)  16.  Reed  v.  Lowe,  163  Mo.  619,  63 
120.  50  Am.  Dec.  642.  8.  W.  687,  86  A.  S.  B.  678. 

13.  Broaddm  t.  Smith,  121  Ala. 
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whereof  to  levy  the  same.>*  It  has  been  hdd,  however,  that  if  an 
Acer's  return  of  an  execution  complies  with  the  spirit  of  the  statute 
governing  it,  and  is  substantially  in  tiie  form  prescribed  by  it,  it  is 
sufficient.  Hence  a  return  reciting  "no  other  property  found  on  which 
to  levy  this  writ"  is  a  sufficient  return  of  nulla  bona.^'  Similarly, 
it  has  been  held  that  a  sheriff's  return  on  execution,  in  the  words, 
"I  know  of  no  property  subject  to  the  within  fieri  facias,"  is  equivar 
lent  to  the  general  return  of  nulla  bona.^' 

124.  Construction  of  Returns. — In  the  construction  of  an  officer's 
returns,  the  presumption  of  law  is  in  favor  of  their  legality.  No 
facts  are  to  be  presumed  to  invalidate  them,  but  they  are  to  be  given 
a  reasonable  meaning,  and  where  the  facts  stated  are  aa  connstent 
with  regularity  as  irregularity,  tiiey  should  be  held  to  be  regular.** 
Thus,  it  has  been  held,  the  court  will  presume  that  property  was 
advertised  at  the  same  place  where  sold,  as  required  by  statute,  where 
the  return  states,  "I  advertised  the  property  as  the  law  directs,"  and 
then  proceeds  to  state  the  places  where  the  prqwrty  was  to  be  sold, 
and  was  sold,  and  the  return  will  be  held  sufficient.**  It  has  been 
held,  however,  that  where  the  return  of  an  officer  of  a  levy  on  and 
sale  of  land  is  defective,  no  presumption  arises  from  the  lapse  of  a 
long  pmod  of  years  that  the  statutory  requirements  were  complied 
with.' 

125.  R^ht  to  Alter  Levy  and  Return. — ^The  general  right  of  a  sher- 
iff or  other  officer  to  change  hia  levy,  to  enlarge,  or  restrict,  or  abandon 
it,  is  unquestionable.  Having  made  a  mistake,  he  is  not  bound  to 
persevere  in  it.  So,  an  officer,  after  having  levied  on  goods,  may, 
on  a  claim  being  made  to  them  by  a  stranger,  either  abandon  the  levy 
or  restrict  it  to  the  defendant's  interest,  and  he  may  alter  his  levy 
and  return  accordi^Iy,  provided  the  latter  is  appropriate  in  form 
and  suffident  in  law.  However,  while  an  officer's  control  over  his 
return  lasts  as  long  as  the  writ  remains  in  his  hands,  the  effect  of 
delaying  the  return  until  after  the  return  day  is  to  destroy  the  pie- 
sumption  to  which  it  is  ordinarily  entitied  in  the  officer's  favor.* 

16.  Langford  t.  Few,  146  Mo.  142,  Marshall  v.  Greenfield,  8  Oill  &  J. 
'47  S.  W.  927,  69  A.  S.  R.  606.  (Md.)  349,  29  Am.  Dec  559;  Drake 

17.  Langford  v.  Few,  14()  Mo.  142,  v.  Mooney,  31  Yt.  617,  76  Am.  Dec. 
47  S.  W.  927,  69  A.  S.  R.  606;  Abies  ]4&. 

V.  Webb,  186  Mo.  233,  85  S.  W.  383,  20.  Drake  v.  Mooney,  31  Tt  617, 
105  A.  S.  R.  610.  76  Am.  Dec.  145. 

18.  Ounn  v.  Howell,  35  Ala.  144,  1.  Banister  v.  Higginaon,  16  Me.  73, 
73  Am.  Dec.  484;  Qibson  v.  Robinson,  32  Am.  Dec.  134. 

90  Qa.  756, 16  S.  E.  969,  36  A.  S.  R.  2.  Dixon  v.  White  Sewicg-Mach.  Co., 
250.  128  Pa.  St.  397,  18  Ati.  502,  16  A. 

19.  Ritter  t.  Seannell,  11  Cal.  238,  S.  R.  683,  5  L.R.A.  659. 
70  Am.  Dec  776;  Hill  v.  Harris,  10     Note:  13  Am.  Dee.  173. 
B.  Mon.  (Ky.)  120,  50  Am.  Dee.  542 ;     See  preceding  paragraph. 
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126.  Irregularities;  Effect  ef  Failure  to  Retum^Defects  or  irregu- 
laritiea  in  a  sh^ff's  return  will  not  defeat  the  title  of  a  purchaser* 

who  is  not  the  plaintiff  in  execntlon,  and  who  receives  a  good  deed, 
containing  a  particular  description  of  the  land  sold.  The  purchaser 
depends  on  the  judgment,  levy,  and  deed,  and  all  other  questions  are 
between  the  parties  to  the  judgment  and  the  officer.*  In  such  cases 
of  course  there  must  be  shown  to  have  been  a  seizure  and  sale,  but 
if  the  return  does  not  show  the  existence  of  these  facts,  they  may  be 
shown  by  evidence  aliunde.*  Similarly,  mere  irregularities  in  the 
return  of  an  order  of  attadiment  are  not  open  to  collateral  attack.* 
Moreover,  according  to  tiie  weight  of  authority,  if  a  levy  and  sale 
ia  >alid  when  made,  the  title  of  the  purchaser  cannot  be  defeated 
by  the  subsequent  total  neglect  of  the  marshal  or  sheriff,  over  whom 
the  purchaser  has  no  control,  to  enter  his  return  on  the  execution, 
unless  by  statute  it  is  rapressly  declared  that  such  failure  or  neglect 
shall  avoid  the  sale*  In  this  view,  therefore,  it  is  not  necessary  for 
the  purchaser  of  land  at  an  execution  sale,  in  support  of  his  title, 
to  do  more  than  prove  the  judgment  and  levy,  and  produce  the  sher- 
iff's deed,  the  omission  to  make  a  return  being  merely  one  of  those 
irregularities  which,  according  to  the  weight  of  authority,  will  not 
vitiate  the  sale  made  under  it'  Likewise,  it  has  been  held  that  the 
failure  of  an  officer  to  make  a  return  on  or  before  the  return  day 
does  not  affect  the  lien  of  the  plaintiff  under  an  attachment.*  In 
some  jurisdictions,  however,  it  has  been  established  that  there  must 
be  a  return  by  the  sheriff  which  must  show  a  strict  compliance  with 
all  the  requirements  of  the  statute;  otherwise  a  levy  and  sale  of  land 
will  be  adjudged  to  be  void.  But  the  statute  in  those  states  usually 
points  out  specifically  the  facts  which  shall  be  certified  by  the  officer 
in  his  return;  and  the  return  must  be  recorded,  and  constitutes 

3.  Blood  V.  light,  38  Cal.  649,  99     5.  Stillman  v.  Hamer,  70  Kan.  469, 
Am.  Dec.  441;  Brooks  v.  Rooney,  11  78  Pac.  836,  109  A.  S.  R.  465. 

Gtt.  423,  56  Am.  Dec.  430:  Phillips  t.  6.  Lewis  v.  Watson,  98  Ala.  479, 
Coffee^  17  lU.  164,  63  Am.  Dec.  357;  13  So.  570,  39  A.  S.  R.  82,  22  L.R.A. 
Banks  V.  Evans,  10  Smedes  ft  M.  297;  Ritter  v.  Scannell,  11  Cal.  238, 
(Miss.)  35,  48  Am.  Dec.  734;  Coffee  70  Am.  Dec.  775;  Cloud  v.  El  Dorado 
V.  Silvan,  15  Ter.  354,  65  Am.  Dec  County,  12  Cal.  128,  73  Am.  Dec. 
169.  526;  Hunt  v.  Loucks,  38  Cal.  372,  99 

If  there  be  any  variance  between  Am.  Dec  404;  Donmney  v.  De  Lang, 
the  recitals  of  a  sheriff's  deed  and  130  Ga.  618,  61  S.  E.  476,  124  A. 
bis  return,  made  after  the  sale  and  S.  R.  193;  Cutting  v.  Hatrington,  104 
forming  no  part  of  the  levy,  those  in  Mc  06,  71  AtL  374, 129  A.  S.  R.  373; 
the  deed  should  ^vezn,  as  being  the  Byer  v.  Etnyze,  2  Qill  (Hd.)  150,  41 
act  of  both  parties,  and  necessary  to  Am.  Dec  410. 

the  completion  of  the  sale.    Rogers     7.  Hamblen  v.  Hamblen,  33  Miss. 

V.  Cawood,  1  Swan  (Tenn.)  142,  55  465,  69  Am.  Dee.  358. 

Am.  Dec.  729.  '  8.  Hogoe  v.  Gori>it,  156  111.  540,  41 

4.  Byer  v.  Etnyre,  2  OiU  (Md.)  150,  N.  E.  219,  47  A.  S.  B.  232. 
41  Am.  Dec.  410. 
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evidence  of  title.*  It  has  been  held,  however,  that  the  failure  of  an 
oflieer  to  state  in  his  return  the  interest  of  tiie  judgment  debtor  in 
the  lands  levied  on  is  merely  a  defect  of  form,  which  is  cured  by 
neglecting  to  remedy  the  defect  within  a  stated  time  by  petitioning 
the  proper  court."  As  a  rule,  mi  informal  and  defective  return  of  a 
levy  on  real  estate,  if  cured  by  amendments  duly  and  properly  allowed 
by  the  court,  is  binding  on  the  parties  to  the  levy." 

127.  Amendment  of  Return. — As  the  return  of  an  officer  is  merely 
his  answer  touching  what  he  is  commanded  to  do  by  the  writ,  and 
as  this  answer  is  evidence,  and  generally  the  only  admissible  evidence, 
of  the  officer's  proceedings,  unless  it  is  directly  impeached,**  it  ought 
to  be  true  as  -well  as  certain,  and  if  not  true,  the  officer  ought  to  be 
permitted  on  prefer  explication  to  make  it  conform  to  the  facts, 
lience,  in  a  proper  case,  leave  to  amend  an  officer's  return  to  an 
execution  or  an  attachment  so  as  to  make  it  speak  the  truth  is  usu- 
ally liberally  granted,  the  only  limitation  on  the  right  to  amend  being 
that  the  amendment  shall  be  in  furtherance  of  justice.**  It  is  some- 
times said  that  an  amendment  which  will  destroy  or  materially  alter 
the  original  return  should  not  be  allowed.**  This  is  not,  however, 
generally  true,  as  the  materiality  of  an  amendment  is  the  only  reason 
for  making  it.  Thus  a  return  may  be  amended  in  such  material 
particulars  as  adding  the  sheriffs  signature,  which  has  been  inad- 
vertently omitted,**  supplying  the  date,**  or  changing  a  return  of 
levy  and  sale  to  a  return  of  nulla  bona.*'  Also,  where  a  fieri  facias 
against  two  defendants  is  levied  on  land  "as  the  property  of  the  defend- 
ant," the  court  may,  after  the  sale,  allow  the  officer  to  amend  his 
entry  of  levy  by  naming  which  of  Uie  two  defendants'  property  was 
levied  on.**  Since,  however,  the  prime  object  of  amendments  of 
returns  is  to  cure  irregularities  and  not  nullities,  it  seems  that  if  a 
judgment  is  absolutely  void  for  want  of  jurisdiction,  no  amendment 
of  ihe  return  of  service  can  give  it  validity.**   Where  an  officer's 

9.  Wilcox  V.  Emerson,  10  R.  I.  270,  28  N.  C.  101,  44  Am.  Dee.  75;  Dewar 
14  Am.  Rep.  683;  Fletcher  v.  Bradley,  v.  Spence,  2  Whart.  (Pa.)  211,  30 
12  Vt.  22,  36  Am.  Dee.  324;  Little  v.  Am.  Dec.  241;  Slingluff  v.  Collins,  100 
Sleeper,  37  Vt.  105,  86  Am.  Dec.  607.  Va.  717,  64  S.  E.  1055,  17  Ann.  Cas. 

10.  Hyde  V.  Barney,  17  Vt.  280,  44  456  and  note;  Coffee  v.  Silvan,  15 


11.  Symonds  y<  Harris,  51  He.  14,  sachhbnt,  voL  2,  p.  844. 
81  Am.  Dec.  553.  14.  Note:  13  Am.  Deo.  178. 

12.  See  next  mirceeding  paragraph.  15.  Slingluff  v.  Colliiu,  109  Va.  717, 

13.  Holt  v.  Robinson,  21  Ala.  106,  64  S.  E.  1055,  17  Ann.  Cas.  466  and 
66  Am.  Dec.  240;  Albriprbt-Pryor  Co.  note. 

V.  Pacific  Selling  Co.,  12ti  Ga.  498,  55  16.  ^tter  v.  Scannell,  11  CaL  238, 

S.  E.  251, 115  A.  S.  R.  108;  Donninev  70  Am.  Dec.  775. 

V.  De  Lang,  130  Ga.  618.  61  S.  E.  475,  17.  Note:  13  Am.  Dec.  17a 

124  A.  S.  R.  193;  Malone  v.  Samuel,  18,  Dorminey  v.  De  Lang,  130  Ga. 

3  A.  K.  Marsh.  (Ky.)  350,  13  Am.  618,  61  S.  E.  475,  124  A.  S.  R.  193. 

Dec.  172  and  note;  Cody  v.  Quinn,  19.  Note:  13  Am.  Dec.  179. 


Am.  Dec.  335. 


Tex.  354,  65  Am.  Dec.  169.   See  Aiv 


229 


Digitized  by 


Goo 


LEVY  AND  SEIZURE 


17  R.  C.  I* 


return  to  an  execution  is  amended,  the  same  effect  is  to  be  given 
to  the  return,  as  amended,  as  though  it  had  originally  been  made  in 
the  amended  form."*  An  amendment,  when  made,  therefore,  has 
relation  to  the  time  when  the  process  was  returned.^  It  seems  that 
there  is  no  specific  limitation  of  time  within  which  the  power  to 
amend  an  officer's  return  to  an  execution  may  be  exercised,  although 
after  a  considerable  lapse  of  time  the  power  will  be  exercised  with 
greater  caution.'  Amendments  have,  however,  been  allowed  many 
years  after  the  making  and  filing  of  ^e  original  returns,'  and  a  sher- 
iff's return  to  an  execution  may  be  amended  by  leave  of  the  courts 
even  after  an  action  has  been  commenced  against  the  sheriff  for 
making  a  false  return.*  An  amendment  of  an  officer's  return  of  a 
levy  after  it  has  been  recorded  will  not,  however,  be  permitted  if 
the  rights  of  intervening  bona  fide  purchasers  are  thereby  impaired,^ 
although  it  will  be  allowed  as  against  a  grantee  whose  deed  was  made 
for  the  purpose  of  delaying  and  defrauding  creditors.*  It  has  been 
held  that  an  officer  should  not  be  permitted  to  amend  a  return  after 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office,'  although  the  rule  is  that  a 
return  may  be  amended  even  after  the  officer  who  made  it  has  gone 
out  of  office.*  In  a  number  of  cases  it  has  been  held  that  the  amend- 
ment of  a  return  is  a  matter  of  course,  resting  between  the  officer 
and  the  court,  with  which  adverse  parties  have  no  concern,  and  that, 
therefore,  no  notice  of  tiie  proceeding  need  be  given.  The  better 
doctrine,  however,  is  that  the  adverse  party  should  be  notified  of  the 
application  to  amend,  and  should  be  allowed  an  opportunity  to  show 
cause  against  it,  in  order  that  the  court,  in  the  exercise  of  its  discre- 
tion in  the  premises,  may  be  fully  informed  as  to  the  facts.*  In  an 
action  against  a  sheriff  for  a  failure  safely  to  keep  and  deliver  attached 
property,  it  has  been  held  to  be  error  to  permit  the  jury  to  treat  his 
return  as  amended  so  as  to  conform  to  his  testimony  that  he  did 
not  seize  the  amount  of  property  stated  in  the  return,  if  no  applicar 
tion  was  made  to  amend  the  return,  and  no  showing  was  made  in 
expectation  that  the  court  would  pass  on  its  sufficiency.'*  Since  an 
^plication  for  leave  to  amend  a  return  is  addressed  to  the  sound 

'ZO.  Slmgluff  V.  Collins,  109  Va.  717,  4.  People  v.  Ames,  35  N..  T.  482, 

U  S.  E.  1055,  17  Ann.  Caa.  456.  91  Am.  Dec.  64. 

1.  Woodward  v.  Harbin,  4  Ala.  534,  6.  Banister  v.  HigfpnBoa,  IS  Me.  73, 
37  Am.  Dec.  753;  Malone  v.  Samuel,  32  Am.  Dec.  134. 

3  A.  K.  Marsh.  (Ky.)  350,  13  Am.  Mote:  13  Am.  Dec.  180. 

Dec.  172  and  note.  6.  Jackson  v.  Esten,  83  Me.  162,  21 

2.  Malone  v.  Samuel,  3  A.  K.  Marah  Atl.  830,  23  A.  S.  R.  765. 
(Ky.)  350,  13  Am.  Dec.  172  and  note;  7.  Note:  17  Ann.  Cas.  459. 
Slingluff  V.  Collins,  109  Va.  717,  64  8.  Note:  13  Am.  Dec.  177, 178, 
S.  E.  1056,  17  Ann.  Cas.  456  and  9.  Note:  13  Am.  Dec.  174,  176. 
note;  Coffee  v.  Silvan,  16  Tex.  354,  66  10.  Standard  Wine  Co.  v.  Chipman, 
Am.  Dee.  169.  135  Mich.  273,  97  N.  W.  679,  106  A. 

3.  Note:  13  Am.  Dee.  176,  177.  S.  R.  394. 
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discretion  of  the  court,  a  refusal  to  allow  an  amendment  is  in  general 
not  f^pealable/^  although  it  seems  that  if  the  court  refuses  on  the 
ground  that  it  has  no  power  to  permit  the  amendment^  an  appeal 
will  lie." 

128.  Retnm  as  Evidence. — ^It  seems  to  be  very  generally  recog- 
nized that  the  return  of  a  sheriff  or  other  levying  officer  of  matters 
material  and  proper  to  be  returned  is  evidence,^'  and  as  such  it  may 
be  admitted  in  the  case  of  an  attachment  proceeding  although  it 
appears  that  no  judgment  has  been  rendered  in  the  (ustion  in  which 
the  attachment  was  issued.'*  Thus,  it  has  been  held  a  return  of  an 
execution  is  a  memorandum  of  sale  which  can  always  be  made  avail- 
able to  ihe  purchaser,^'  and  a  recital  therein  that  the  purchase  price 
was  paid  by,  the  purchaser  named  in  the  deed  given  at  the  sale  is 
conclusive  of  that  fact.^*  Likewise,  since  a  return  is  good  and  avail- 
able for  a  purchaser  of  an  estate  in  procuring  his  title,  he  is  not  permit- 
ted to  question  its  efficacy  by  interposing  the  statute  of  frauds  when  he 
is  sought  to  be  made  liable  as  such  purchaser  and  hence,  generally, 
a  return  of  a  8heri£F  on  an  execution  is  admissible  as  evidence  against 
a  purchaser  of  land  under  such  execution  in  an  action  by  the  sheriff 
against  him  to  recover  the  sum  bid  for  the  land.*'  It  has  been  ruled, 
however,  that  a  sheriff's  return  of  an  execution  sale  is  not  evidence 
against  the  purchaser,  or  a  purchaser  from  him,  of  the  existence  of 
a  deed  of  trust,  to  which  the  sale  is  in  such  return  stated  to  be  sub- 
ject.** There  seems  to  be  some  doubt  as  to  whether  a  return  is  to 
be  accepted  as  conclusive  or  as  only  prima  facie  evidence,  but  as  a 
general  rule  it  is  conceded  that  it  may  not  be  contradicted  by  parol 
evidence."  As  a  general  proposition,  an  officer's  return  of  matters 
material  and  proper  to  be  returned  is  conclusive  on  all  questions  that 
can  arise  between  the  creditor  and  debtor,  and  all  persons  claiming 
under  either  of  them,  and  hence,  of  course,  it  cfuinot  be  contradicted 
.  for  the  purpose  of  invalidating  the  officer's  proceedings  or  defeating 

11.  McCollum  V.  Hubbert,  13  Ala.  71  Am.  Dee.  198;  Niehol  v.  Ridley, 
282,  48  Am.  Dec.  56.  5  Yerg.  (Tenn.)  63,  26  Am.  Dec.  254; 

12.  Note:  13  Am.  Dec.  175.  Miller  v.  Alexander,  13  Tex.  497,  65 
IS.  Williams  v.  Hemdon,  12  B.  Mon.  Am.  Dec.  73. 

(Ky.)  484,  54  Am.  Dec.  551;  Bovd  16.  Mason  v.  Perkins,  180  Mo.  702, 

V.  Chesapeake,  etc.,  Canal  Co.,  17  Md.  79  S.  AV.  683,  103  A.  S.  R.  591. 

195,  79  Am.  Dec.  646;  Nichols  v.  Diss-  17.  Hand  v.  Grant,  5  Smedes  ft  IL 

ler,  30  N.  J.  L.  461,  86  Am.  Dec.  219;  (Miss.)  508,  43  Am.  Dec.  528;  Nichol 

Nichol  V.  Ridley,  5  Yerg.  (Tenn.)  63,  v.  Ridley,  5  Yeiig.  (Tenn.)  63,  26  Am. 

26  Am.  Dec.  254;  Miller  v.  Alexander,  Dec.  254. 

13  Tel.  497,  65  Am.  Dec.  73.    See  18.  Mitchell  v,  Lipe,  8  Yetg.  (Tenn.) 

Attachment,  vol.  2,  p.  846;  Evidbnci,  179,  29  Am.  Dec.  116. 

Tol.  10,  p.  1120.  1».  Newton  v.  State  Bank,  14  Ark. 

14.  Chadboume  v.  Sumner,  16  N.  9,  58  Am.  Dee.  363;  Pratt  v.  Phillips, 
H.  129,  41  Am.  Dec.  720.  1  Sneed  (Tenn.)  543,  60  Am.  Dec. 

15.  Denham  v.  Holeman,  26  Ga.  182,  162.  See  Attaohuuit,  voL  %  p.  845. 

231 


Digitized  by  Google 


§  128 


LEVY  AND  SEIZURE 


17  E.  C.  U 


any  rights  acquired  under  them.**  In  other  words,  if  the  return 
of  the  sheriff  is  false,  or  there  is  any  neglect  of  duty  by  an  under- 
sheriff  or  bailiff,  the  sheriff  alone  is  responsible  to  the  person  injured, 
the  latter  having  an  adequate  remedy  against  him,*  usually  by  an 
action  for  a  fa£e  return.*  But  even  though  parties  are  in  some 
cases  precluded  from  impeaching  a  sheriff's  return  on  the  ground  of 
fraud,  it  is  only  to  protect  innocent  parties  whose  rights  depend  on 
his  official  acts,  it  has  been  said,  not  to  protect  a  fraudulent  purchaser 
from  the  consequences  of  his  own  fraud.  Accordingly,  it  has  been 
ruled,  a  mortgagee  may  impeach  a  sheriff's  return  on  the  ground  of 
fraud  by  showing  that  the  levy  was  actually  made  after  the  mortgage, 
and  that  the  date  on  the  return  was  falsified  by  the  collusion  of  the 
sheriff  and  purchaser.*  A  return  is  not  conclusive  as  to  tjhird  persons 
whose  interests  are  not  connected  with  the  suit,  but  whose  interests 
may  be  affected  by  the  proceedings  of  the  sheriff.  As  to  su9h  person 
the  return  is  only  prima  facie  evidence.*  Also,  it  has  been  held  that 
the  return  of  an  officer,  where  he  is  a  party,  is  merely  prima  facie 
evidence  of  an  attachment.'  It  seems  that  a  return  embracing  col- 
lateral facta  or  matters  not  necessary  to  be  returned  can  in  no  wise 
be  received  as  evidence  thereof.*  Thus,  it  has  been  ruled  that  a 
statement  in  a  return  that  money  made  on  execution  was  paid  to 
the  plaintiff  is  not  competent  evidence  to  prove  the  fact  or  time  of 
payment,  it  not  being  in  response  to  the  command  of  the  writ.'  It 
has  also  been  held  that  where  the  allegation  of  the  plaintiff  that 
certain  property  was  attached  is  made  only  for  the  purpose  of  excus- 

20.  Whitaker  v.  Sumner,  7  Pick.  Minn.  285,  50  N.  W.  227,  28  A.  S.  R. 

(Mass.)  551,  19  Am.  Dec.  298;  Doe  367,  wherein  it  is  said  that  an  ofQcer's 

V.  Ingersoll,  11  Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  return  is  usually  conclusive  on  the 

249,  49  Am.  Dec.  57;  Ladd  v.  Wiggin,  same  parties  in  the  same  action,  and 

35  N.  H.  421,  69  Am.  Dec.  551;  John-  others  in  privity  with  them,  bnt  in 

son  V.  Stone,  40  N.  H.  197,  77  Am.  other  aotions  is  prima  faum  evidence 

Dec.  706;  Pahner  v.  Clarke,  13  N.  C,  only. 

354,  21  Am.  Dec.  340;  Mentz  v.  Ham-  1.  Mentz   v.   Hainman,   5  Wfaart 

man,  5  Whart.  (Pa.)  150,  34  Am.  Dec.  (Pa.)  150,  34  Am.  Deo.  546. 

546;'  Hunt  t.  Breading,  12  Se:^.  &  R.  2.  Bank  of  Gallipolis  v.  Domigan, 

(Pa.)  37,  14  Am.  Dec.  665;  Stevens  12  Ohio  220,  40  Am.  Dec.  475.  See 

V.  Brown,  3  Vt,  420,  23  Am.  Dec.  215 ;  generally.  Sheriffs. 

Rowe  V.  Hardy,  97  Va.  674,  34  S.  E,  3.  NaU  v.  Granger,  8  Mich.  450,  77 

625,  75  A.  S.  R.  811.  Am.  Dec.  462. 

Note:  66  A.  S.  R.  281.  4.  Chadboume  v.  Sumner,  16  N.  H. 

Compare  Blanc  v.  Paymaster  Min.  129,  41  Am.  Dec.  720. 

Co.,  95  Cal.  524,  30  Pac.  765,  29  A.  Note:  28  A.  S.  B.  368. 

S.  R.  149,  wherein  it  is  held  that  the  5.  Nichols  v.  Patten,  18  He.  231,  36 

return  on  a  writ  of  attachment  is  not  Am.  Dec.  713. 

conclusive  of  the  validity  of  the  at-  6.  Chadboume  v.  Sumner,  16  N.  H. 

tachment  in  a  subsequent  action  i^ainst  129,  41  Am.  Dec.  720. 

the  successor  o£  the  corporation  de-  7.  Walker  v.  McKnight,  15  B.  Mon. 


feiidaut. 

See  also  Stewart  v.  Duncan,  47 


(Ey.)  467,  61  Am.  Dec.  190. 
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ing  his  failure  to  deliver  it,  he  is  not  bound  by  the  officer's  return 
on  the  writ  as  to  the  amount  of  property  levied  on,  but  may  show 
by  other  evidence  that  the  entire  property  was  seized  by  the  officer 
and  placed  in  the  possession  of  a  keeper,  though  such  evidence  was 
inconsistent  with  the  return  on  the  writ*  It  has  been  held  that  a 
sheriff's  return  on  an  execution  is  not  necessarily  conclusive  as  to 
the  time  of  the  levy.*  Hence,  a  mortgagee  may  show  that  a  levy 
was  made  after  tiie  time  named  in  the  return  and  after  his  rights 
had  accrued.'* 

129.  Right  of  Officer  to  Contradict  Return. — ^As  a  corollary  to  the 
rule  that  an  officer's  return  is  ordinarily  conclusive  as  between  t^e 
parties  to  a  suit  and  their  privies,^^  it  is  a  generally  accepted  prin- 
ciple that  even  the  levying  officer  himself  cannot  be  allowed  to  con- 
ti^idict  his  own  return.**  A  return  of  a  levy  is,  therefore,  proof  against 
him  that  he  has  taken  possession  of  the  goods  on  which  the  levy  was 
made,*'  although  it  has  been  said  that  it  cannot  be  maintained,  as 
a  proposition  universally  true,  that  the  return  of  an  attachment  of 
personal  property  conclusively  proves  the  taking,  so  as  to  subject 
the  officer  to  an  action  of  trespass.*^  In  accordance  with  the  gen- 
eral rule  it  has  been  held  that  to  avoid  the  effect  of  a  return  made  , 
on  an  execution,  a  sheriff  cannot  show  by  parol  that  in  fact  a  levy 
was  made  on  the  same  property  by  virtue  of  a  fieri  facias  first  deliv- 
ered to  him,  nor  give  in  evidence  a  levy  which  had  never  been  attached 
to  the  writ  nor  returned  with  it.*'  He  may,  however,  show  that  the 
property  levied  on  or  attached  was  in  a  third  person  and  not  in.  the 
debtor.*'  Also,  he  is  not  estopped  from  denying  the  truth  of  his 
return  as  against  one  who  fraudulently  procured  him  to  make  it, 
as  fraud  vitiates  everything  it  touches.*^  Nor  is  the  return  of  a  sheriff 
conclusive  against  him  as  to  matters  which  he  is  not  required  to  state. 
Hence,  in  an  action  against  him  for  a  negligent  loss  of  the  property 
levied  on  he  may  introduce  parol  evidence  of  such  matters,  for  this 

8.  La  Follett  v.  Kitehell,  42  Ore.  18.  Fisher  Bartlett,  8  Oreenl. 
465,  69  Pac.  916,  96  A.  S.  R.  780.  (Me.)  122,  33  Am.  Dee.  225;  Evans 

9.  Henderson  v.  Henderson,  133  Pa.  v.  Matson,  51  Pa.  St.  366,  88  Am.  Dec. 
St  399,  19  AtL  424,  19  A.  S.  R.  650.  584. 

10.  Nail  v.  Granger,  8  Bfiefa.  450,     14.  Rand  ▼.  Saqient,  23  Me.  326, 
77  Am.  Dee.  462.  39  Am.  Dec  -625. 

11.  See  preceding  paragraph.  15.  McClelland  v.  SUpgluff,  7  Watts 

12.  Denny   v.   Willard,  11  Pick.  &  S.  (Pa.)  134,  42  Am.  Dec.  224. 
(Mass.)  519,  22  Am.  Dec  389;  Doe     16.  Denny   t.   WUlard,  11  Pick. 
T.  Snyder,  3  How.  (Miss.)  66,  32  Am.  (Mass.)  519,  22  Am.  Dec  389;  Stew- 
Dec  311;  Boone  County  t.  Lowry,  -art  v.  Duncan,  47  Minn.  285,  50  N. 
9  Mo.  24,  43  Am.  Dec  632;  Johnson  W.  227,  28  A.  8.  R.  367;  Dormin  v. 

Stone,  40  N.  H.  197,  77  Am.  Dec  MeCandless,  14  Fa.  St.  344,  23  AU. 
706;  Denton  v.  Livingston,  9  Johnc  245,  28  A.  S.  R.  798. 
(N.  Y.)  96,  6  Am.  Dec  264;  Pratt  v.     17.  Evans  v.  Matson,  51  Pa.  St.  366, 
PhilUps,  1  Sneed  (Tenn.)  543,  60  Am.  88  Am.  Dec  684.     See  generally. 
Dee.  162.  Feaud  and  Dkgeit,  vol.  12,  p.  222. 

233 


Digitized  by  Google 

 k 


§§  130,  131 


LEVY  AND  SEIZURE  17  R.  C.  L. 


does  not  tend  to  contradict  the  return."  It  has  also  been  said  that 
while  a  sheriff  cannot,  by  averments  of  his  pleading,  impugn  the 
verity  of  his  official  return,  he  is  allowed  to  prove  other  facts  con- 
sistent  with  it,  but  tending  to  exonerate  him  from  a  liability  appar- 
ently created  by  iO* 

130.  Qoashii^  the  Retarn. — ^In  some  jurisdictions  it  is  allowable 
for  a  plaintiff  or  a  defendant  in  an  execution  to  proceed  by  motion 
to  have  a  sheriff's  return  set  aside  or  quashed  where  it  appears  that 
it  does  not  comply  with  the  law  or  is  otherwise  prejudicial  to  his 
rights.**  In  all  such  cases,  however,  a  notice  of  motion  to  quash  or 
set  aside  such  return  must  be  given  to  the  perscms  concMned.^  A 
defendant  in  execution  moving  to  set  aside  a  sheriff's  return,  on  the 
ground  that  the  money  had  been  tendered  and  refused,  must  show 
^at  such  a  state  of  facts  existed,  in  order  to  be  entitied  to  relief.* 
Where  an  officer  in  the  performance  of  his  official  duties,  instead 
of  collecting  money  as  commanded,  chooses  to  receive  in  its  place 
from  the  person  to  whom  he  has  been  referred  for  the  settlement  of 
the  execution  his  note  and  to  return  the  execution  satisfied,  it  seems 
that  the  plaintiff  in  the  execution  can  have  the  return  set.  aside  as 
'  prejudicial  to  his  rights  although  the  sheriff  himself  cannot  do  so, 
he  being  obliged  to  look  only  to  that  which  he  has  voluntarily  elected 
to  receive  as  a  satisfaction.* 


VI.  Custody  of  Pbofbbty 


In  Oenerai 

131.  Vecesdty  of  ConHnued  Possession  by  Officer  er  Agent.— As 

a  general  prc^sition  it  may  be  said  that  from  the  time  of  a  seizure 
on  execution,  the  levying  officer  should,  either  by  himself  or  by  some 
other  person,  Veep  possession  of  the  goods,  or  otherwise  they  may  be 
liable  on  a  second  execution.^  Similarly,  an  attachment  in  its  very 
terms  implies  the  taking  of  possession  of  the  property  by  the  officer, 
and  the  keying  of  it  in  his  custody,  so  as  to  give  him  a  qualified 

18.  Citizens'  Nat.  Bank  v.  Loomis,  so  much  of  a  judgment  or  sold  pn>p- 
100  la.  266,  69  N.  W.  443,  62  A.  S.  erty  of  a  certain  unonnt  and  taken 
R.  571.  the  porohaaer's  bond  cannot  be  set 

19.  McCarthy  v.  O'Jfarr,  19  Mont,  aside  in  equity,  and  is  a  perpetual  bar 
215,  47  Pac.  953,  61  A.  S.  R.  602.  to  a  second  execution  therefor. 

SO.  Holt  T.  Robinson,  21  Ala.  106,  1.  HcKinney  t.  Jones,  7  Tex.  566, 

56  Am.  Dec.  240;  Minter  t.  Branch  58  Am.  Dec.  83. 

Bank,  23  Ala.  762,  58  Am.  Dec.  315;  S.  Minter  v.  Branch  Bank,  23  Ala. 

McKinoey  v.  Jones,  7  Tex.  598,  56  762,  58  Am.  Dec.  315. 

Am.  Dec.  83.    But  compare  McQhee  3.  Holt  v.  Robinson,  21  Ala.  106, 

V.  Ellis,  4  Litt.  (Ky.)  244,  14  Am.  66  Am.  Dec.  240. 

Dee.  124,  wherein  it  is  held  that  a  4.  TroviUo  v.  Tilford,  6  Watts  (Pa.) 

fihiiiff's  retuni  that  he  has  ooUected  468,  31  Am.  Dec.  484. 
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ownership  in  it,  and  the  right  of  possession,  until  the  action  between 
the  parties  to  the  suit,  on  which  it  is  attached,  is  determined  by  law, 
or  by  the  agreement  of  the  parties ;  and  he  may  employ  an  agent  or 
servant  to  keep  the  goods  and  chattels  for  him.  But  still  his  posses- 
sion must  be  continued,  or  the  attachment  will  be  released.*  The 
courts,  however,  in  determining  just  what  acts  constitute  continued 
possession  display  varying  d^rees  of  strictness  or  liberality.  At 
common  law  it  was  usual  if  the  goods  were  not  removed  to  put  some 
person  in  actual  possession  thereof,  and  this  is  still  sometimes  done 
to  avoid  the  necessity  of  an  actual  removal.*  In  accordance  with 
this  strict  principle  it  has  been  held  that  an  attadiment  of  property 
in  an  open  shed  is  abandoned  where  the  officer  gives  notice  of  the 
^tacbment,  but  takes  no  actual  charge  of  the  goods,  either  person- 
ally or  by  a  keeper.'  On  the  other  hand,  it  has  beefl  held  that  it 
is  not  necessary  to  continue  an  attachment  or  execution  that  an  officer 
or  his  agent  should  remain  constantly  in  the  actual  possession  of 
seized  property,  but  that  it  is  sufficient  if  the  (Acer's  custody,  vary- 
ing with  the  nature  and  position  of  the  property,  is  such  as  to  enable 
him  to  retain  and  assert  his  control  over  it,  so  that  it  probaUy  cannot 
be  interfered  with  without  bis  knowledge.*  Thus,-  it  has  been  ruled 
that  the  keeper  of  attached  property  lying  on  a  wharf  occupied  by 
the  debtor  is  not  guilty  of  such  neglect  as  will  vacate  the  attachment 
where,  with  the  attaching  officer's  permission,  he  leaves  the  wharf 
and  goes  home  on  Sunday,  after  fastening  the  gates  and  securing 
the  property  in  the  usual  manner,  returning  in  the  afternoon.' 
Moreover,  according  to  the  prevailing  view  it  is  not  necessary  that 
an  assistant  of  the  levying  officer  should  be  left  in  possession  of  the 

6.  Hills  v.  Camp,  14  Conn.  219,  36  264,  4  S.  Ct.  94,  28  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
Am.  Dec  488;  Gower  v.  Stevens,  19  141;  Hills  v.  Camp,  14  Conn.  219,  36 
He.  92,  36  Am.  Dec.  737;  Weston  v.  Am.  Dec.  488;  Nichols  v.  Patten,  18 
DoTT,  26  He.  176,  43  Am.  Dec.  259;  Me.  231,  36  Am.  Dec.  713;  Hemmen- 
Rogen  V.  Haioe  Cent.  B.  Co.,  113  He.  way  v.  Wheeler,  14  Pick.  (Mass.)  408, 
436,  94  Atl.  758,  Ann.  Cas.  1916B  999,  25  Am.  Dec.  411.  Compare  Jones 
LJi.A.1915F  1184;  Heard  v.  Fair-  Lumber,  etc.  Co.  v.  Faris,  6  S.  D.  112, 
banks,  5  Hete.  (BCaaa.)  Ill,  38  Am.  60  N.  W.  403,  55  A.  S.  R.  814,  wheie- 
Dee.  394;  B^ley  v.  Whit^  4  Pick,  in  it  has  been  ruled  that  to  keep  a 
(Haas.)  395, 16  Am.  Dee.  363;  Odiome  levy  of  an  attaehment  good  aa  agunst 
V.  Colley,  2  N.  H.  66,  9  Am.  Dee.  39;  a  snbsequent  purchaser  of  tiie  attached 
Cfaadboume  v.  Simmer,  16  N.  H.  129,  property,  the  officer  must  retain  it  in 
41  Am.  Dee.  726.  his  posseauon  and  exercise  an  adverse 

Note:  21  Am.  Dee.  677  et  seq.       dominion  and  control  over  it,  either 

6.  Trovillo  v.  Tilford,  6  Watta  (Pa.)  by  a  keeper  in  custody,  or  by  keeping 
468,  31  Am.  Dec.  484.  See  snpra,  par.  it  under  lock  and  key,  or  by  some  other 
79.  equivalent  act  of  exelusive  possession 

7.  Shephord  v.  Bntterfield,  4  Cush.  and  control. 


S.  Freeman  v.  Dawson,  110  U.  S.  (Mass.)  388,  23  Am.  Dee.  68a 


(Mass.)  425,  £0  Am.  Dec.  796. 


9.  Fettyplace  v.  Dutch,  13  Piek. 
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goods,  or  that  the  goods  should  be  removed ;  they  may  be  left  in 
the  custody  of  the  defendant  at  the  risk  of  the  plaintiff  or  of  the 
sheriff/*  or  on  obtaining,  as  is  customary,  a  receiptor  for  their  deliv- 
ery on  demand.*-  A  sheriff,  after  he  has  seized  property  under  attach- 
ment or  execution,  must  take  care  of  it;  and  if  he  fails  to  do  so,  he 
and  his  sureties  are  liable  therefor ;  **  but  a  bond  of  indemnity  neither 
increases  nor  lessens  liability  in  this  respect.**  A  sheriff  attaching 
a  chattel  becomes  a  trespasser  ab  initio  if  he  afterwards  makes  use 
of  the  chattel  instead  of  simply  retaining  it  in  custody.'* 

132.  Leaving  Goods  in  Possession  of  Debtor. — The  common  law 
rule  and  practice  on  the  levy  of  an  execution  is  to  remove  the  goods, 
and  the  fact  that  they  are  not  removed  is  regarded  as  a  badge  of 
fraud,  so  as  to  render  them  liable  to  a  subsequent  execution,  or  to 
pass  into  the  bands  of  a  purchaser,  discharged  from  the  lien  of  the 
execution  creditor.'*  Likewise,  although  in  the  view  of  many  authori- 
ties the  continual  presence  of  the  attaching  officer  at  the  place  where 
property  attached  lies  is  not  necessary,"  the  rule  is  that  an  otiicer 
cannot  consistently  with  the  preservation  of  the  lien  of  an  attachment  • 
constitute  the  debtor  his  agent  to  keep  the  chattels  attached.  Except 
so  far  as  authorized  by  special  statutory  provision,  therefore,  he  csui- 
not  leave  such  property  with  the  debtor,  without  dissolving  the  attach- 
ment,*^ and  an  attachment  dissolved  by  reason  of  the  possession  of 
the  property  seized  remaining  with  the  debtor  cannot  be  revived  by 
notice.**  Consistently  with  this  view  it  has  been  held  that  it  is  an 
abandonment  of  an  attachment,  as  to  third  persons,  where  the  ofUcer, 
after  levying  the  writ,  leaves  the  property  in  a  room  occupied  and 
used  by  the  debtor,  surrenders  the  key  of  the  room  to  the  latter,  and 
for  some  months  neither  sees  nor  gives  any  attention  to  the  property, 
and  one  who  purchases  the  attached  property  from  the  attacliment 
debtor,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  takes  it  free  from  the  lien  of  the 
attachment,  even  though  he  knew  of  the  original  levy.'*  There  are, 

10.  See  supra,  par.  79.  351  (discussed,  not  decided).   See  sa- 

il. See  next  succeeding  paragraph,  pra,  par.  79. 

12.  See  infra,  par.  133.  17.  See  preceding  paragraph. 

13.  Palmer  v.  Costello,  41  App.  Cas.  18.  Mills  t.  Camp,  14  Conn.  219,  36 
(D.  C.)  165,  L.R.A.1915A  193  and  Am.  Dec.  488;  Qower  v.  Steveiis,  19 
note;  Phillips  v.  Eggert,  145  Wis.  43,  Me.  92,  36  Am,  Dec.  737;  Jones  Lum- 
129  N.  W.  654,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  1112  ber,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Fans,  6  S.  D.  112,  60 
and  note,  32  L.E.A.(N.S.)  132.  See  N.  W.  403,  55  A.  S.  R.  814. 
geoerally,  Sheriffs.  19.  Oower  v.  Stevens,  19  Me.  92,  36 

14.  Smokcy  v.  Petcrs-Calhoun  Co.,  Am.  Dec.  737. 

66  Miss.  471,  5  So.  632,  14  A.  8.  R.  20.  Jones  Lumber,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Fans, 
575.  6  S.  D.  112,  60  N.  W.  403,  65  A.  S. 

15.  Lamb  v.  Day,  8  Vt.  407,  30  Am.  R.  814.  Compare  Sbephard  v.  Butter- 
Dee.  479.   See  Sberlfps.  field,  4  Cush.  (Mass.)  425,  50  Am. 

16.  Davidson  v.  Waldron,  31  111.  Dee.  796,  wherein  it  was  held  that  an 
120,  83  Am.  Dec.  206 ;  Com.  v.  Stem-  attachment  is  not  deemed^bandoned  as 
back,  3  Rawle  (Pa.)  341,  24  Am.  Dec.  against  a  subseqoeiit  mortgagee,  having 
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however,  cases  in  which  it  is  held  that  aUowingthe  attaehment  debtor 
or  members  of  his  family  to  use  attached  property  will  not  necessa- 
rily release  a  levy  where  there  is  a  keeper  immediately  representing 
the  attaching  oflicer,  who  is  in  the  possession  and  control  of  such 
property.^  And  there  is  of  course  no  objection  to  an  officer  leaving 
goods  in  the  custody  of  the  defendant  at  his  own  or  the  plaintiff's 
risk Moreover,  when  there  is  no  positive  rule  that  the  property 
levied  on  must  be  removed  from  the  possession  of  the  debtor  the  rule 
in  some  states  is  that  merely  leaving  it  in  his  possesion  until  sale 
does  not  per  se  divest  an  execution  lien  in  the  absence  of  fraud,* 
although  if  in  addition  to  leaving  the  property  in  the  debtor's  hands 
he  is  permitted  to  use  it  as  before,  this  is  usually  regarded  as  suffi- 
cient to  defeat  the  lien.*  And  the  lien  will  also  be  lost  if  the  prop- 
erty is  left  in  possession  of  the  debtor  for  an  unreasonable  time,  jus- 
tice to  other  creditors  requiring  that  goods  which  may  be  at  the  time 
snffi(»ent  to  satisfy  all  shall  not  be  left  in  such  a  situation  that  they 
may  be  consumed  or  eloigned.'  There  is  no  certain  rule  how  long 
goods  may  with  safety  to  the  execution  creditor  be  permitted  to  remain 
in  the  possession  of  the  debtor,  the  cases  varying  from  one  day  to 
upwards  of  two  years.*  M^hen  goods  are  levied  on,  and  by  agree- 
ment left  in  the  possession  of  the  defendant,  the  latter  becomes  the 
agent  of  the  officer,  and  on  his  refusing  to  redeliver  them  according 
to  his  agreement,  trespass  vi  et  armis  may  be  maintained  against  him 
and  any  one  who  aids  him  in  retaining  or  removing  them.' 

Releasing  Property  to  Receiptor 

133.  In  General. — ^While  retention  of  the  possession  of  property 
levied  on  is  ordinarily  deemed  to  be  essential  to  the  continuance  of 

notice  of  the  attachment  before  record-  Dec.  707. 

ing  hia  mortgage,  where  the  officer,  3.  Com.  v.  Stremback,  3  Rawie  (Pa.) 

having  attached  all  the  goods  in  a  341,  24  Am.  Dee.  351;  Keyser's  Ap- 

boilding,  in  trusts  the  key  to  an  em-  peal,  13  Pa.  St  409,  53  Am.  Dec.  487 ; 

ployee  of  tiie  debtor,  directing  him,  Bisbing  v.  Third  Nat.  Bank,  93  Pa. 

vntii  his  assent,  to  keep  the  property  St.  79,  39  Am.  Rep.  726;  Nighbert 

for  him,  and  the  employee  placed  the  v.  Hornsby,  100  Tenn.  82,  42  3.  W. 

key  in  a  desk  in  the  debtor's  hoose,  1060,  66  A.  S.  R.  736. 

notifying  the  debtor's  wife  of  the  at-  Note:  27  L.R.A.  375. 

tachment,  and  the  debtor,  obtaining  the  4.  Note:  27  L.R.A.  376,  377. 

key,  enters  the  building  and  mortgages  6.  Davidson  t.  Waldron,  31  111.  120, 

part  of  t^e  prop^y  with  notice  of  the  83  Am.  Dec.  206 ;  Butler  t.  Maynard, 

attachment.  U  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  548,  27  Am.  Dee. 

L  Jones  Lumber,  ete.,  Co.  t.  Faris,  100. 

6  S.  D.  U2,  60  N.  W.  403,  55  A.  S.  Note:  27  L.RA.  377. 

R.  814.  6.  Com.  v.  Stremback,  3  Rawle  (Pa.) 

2.  Myers  v.  Myers,  8  La.  Ann.  369,  341,  24  Am.  Dec.  351. 

68  Am.  Dec  689;  Beekman  v.  Lan-  7.  Trovillo  v.  Tilford,i6  Watts  (Pa.) 

aing,  3  Wend.  (N.  T.)  446,  20  Am.  468,  31  Am.  Dee.  484  and  note. 
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an  attachment  or  execution  lien,*  levying  an  execution  or  attachment 
and  taking  a  receiptor  change  the  poss^ion  of  goods  in  the  con- 
templation of  law  without  an  actual  removal.*  The  giving  of  receipts 
ifor  property  attached  is  not  only  lawful  everywhere  between  the  par- 
ties to  them,  but  the  law  encourages  such  transactions,  in  order  to 
save  litigants  the  trouble  and  expense  attending  the  keeping  of  prop- 
erty attached  by  the  sheriff,  while  the  case  is  waiting  for  trial.'" 
The  contract  of  a  receiptor  is  usually  a  written  undertaking  to  keep 
the  property  safely,  to  redeliver  it  on  demand  or  to  pay  its  value,'' 
and  in  some  cases,  if  there  is  no  demand  for  attached  property,  to 
redeliver  it  within  a  stipulated  time  after  the  rendering  of  a  judg- 
ment against  the  defendant  so  that  it  may  be  taken  on  execution.'* 
A  promise  to  redeliver  contained  in  a  receipt  is  founded  on  a  sufiicient 
consideration  and  may  be  enforced."  Ordinarily,  therefore,  when  a 
^eriff  or  other  officer  delivers  {nroperty  to  a  person  or  to  his  order, 
under  a  receipt,  he  ceases  to  have  any  further  care  or  custody  of  the 
property  as  between  him  and  the  receiptor,'*  and  the  latter  holds 
as  the  ofhcer's  del^ate  or  bailee,  on  the  tonus  specified  in  the  receipt 
On  the  offioer  becoming  entitled  to  a  redelivery  according  to  those 
terms,  the  force  of  the  receipt  is  completely  gone;  and  the  entire 
property  acquired  by  the  levy  reverts.  If  the  receiptor  detain  it,  or 
if  having  delivered  it  over  to  a  third  person,  he  finds  himself  unable 
to  redeliver,  the  officer  may  bring  replevin  or  trover  for  the  wrong 
according  to  its  nature,'*  refusal  to  deliver  being  evidence  of  a  con- 
version. An  action  also  lies  directly  on  the  contract  contained  in 
the  receipt;  but  whether  the  officer  will  resort  to  this  or  sue  for  the 
wrong  rests  in  his  election.'*  The  value  of  articles  contained  in  a 
receipt  given  to  an  officer  for  property  attached  by  him  has  been 
held  to  be  conclusive  on  both  parties  to  such  receipt^^  Also,  it  seems, 
a  receiptor  is  liable  for  all  property  represented  as  attached  in  a  receipt 
given  by  him  to  the  attaching  officer  if  the  property  is  returned  on 

8.  See  snpra,  par.  131.  384,  18  N.  E.  1,  9  A.  S.  R.  724. 

9.  Hemmenway  v.  Wheeler,  14  Pick.  13.  Bursley  v.  Hamilton,  15  Pick. 
(Mass.)  408,  25  Am.  Dec.  411;  Chad-  (Mass.)  40,  25  Am.  Dec  423;  Lock- 
bounie  v.  Sumner,  16  N.  H.  129,  41  wood  v.  Bull,  1  Cow.  (N.  T.)  322,  13 
Am.  Dec.  720;  Phillips  v.  Hall,  S  Am.  Dec.  539;  Phillips  v.  Hall,  8 
Wend.  (N.  T.)  610,  24  Am.  Dec.  108;  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  610,  24  Am.  Dec.  108. 
Burrall  v.  Acker,  23  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  14.  Peters  v.  Stewart,  45  Conn.  193, 
606,  35  Am.  Dec  582.  29  Am.  Rep.  663. 

10.  Peteis  V.  Stewart,  45  Conn.  103,  16.  Lockwood  v.  Bull,  1  Cow.  (N. 
29  Am.  Rep.  663;  Shelton  v.  Hurd,  T.)  322,  13  Am.  Dec  539. 


11.  Currier  v.  Currier,  2  N.  H.  75,  215,  38  Am.  Dec.  628. 
9  Am.  Dee.  43;  Browning  v.  Hanford,     17.  Remick  v.  Atkinson,  11  M,  H. 
fi  Hill  (N.  ¥.)  588,  40  Am.  Dec.  369.  256,  35  Am.  Dec.  493. 

12.  Wright  T.  Dawson,  147  Mass. 
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the  writ  as  attac  hed.*'  Where  a  distinct  value  is  affixed  to  each  article 
named  in  a  receipt  for  attached  property,  however,  a  tender  of  a  part 
of  such  property  is  good ;  and  if  such  tender  be  made  by  the  bailee, 
and  refused  by  the  officer,  the  latter  cannot  recover  the  value  of  the 
part  tendered.**  It  has  been  said  that  although  a  sheriff  has  taken 
a  receipt  for  goods  levied  on,  he  atiU  retains  in  law  the  power  to 
control  the  goods  and  at  his  pleasure  may  retake  Uiem  into  his  per- 
sonal custody.***  This  right  has  been  questioned,  however,  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  not  within  a  fair  construction  of  Uie  receipts  usually 
given  for  property  attached,  which  secure  either  its  redelivery  or  the 
payment  of  its  value,  tiiat  before  judgment,  the  officer  can  take  pos- 
session of  the  property,  unless  the  assent  of  the  owner  or  receiptor  is 
first  obtained,  e^ecially  if  there  is  no  suggestion  that  the  latter  is 
not  of  sufficient  ability  to  make  indemnity.  To  give  the  officer  ihis 
power,  it  has  been  said,  would  certoinly  allow  him  to  disregard  the 
spirit  of  his  contract,  and  often  expose  the  proporty  to  a  ruinous 
sacrifice,  whereas,  the  promise  of  the  receiptor  being  to  do  one  of 
two  things,  the  election  is  with  him,  aa  in  the  case  of  other  contracts 
of  similar  kind.* 

134.  Interest  of  Reicdptor  in  Property  Receipted  for;  Permitting 
Owner  Custody  Thereof. — ^It  has  been  said  that  a  receiptor,  being 
merely  the  sheriff's  servant,  has  no  property  in  the  goods  receipted 
for.-  The  better  rule,  however,  appears  to  be  that  the  giving  of  a 
receipt  therefor  vests  in  him  a  special  property  ther^,  although  it 
is  of  course  subordinate  to  that  of  the  sheriff,*  and  accordingly  it  has 
been  held  very  generally  that  a  receiptor  for  goods  taken  either  on 
an  attachment  or  execution  has  a  sufficient  interest  therein  to  main- 
tain trover  for  them  against  one  who  takes  them  out  of  his  possession 
with  no  color  of  right.^  That  taking  a  receipt  is  an  abandonment  of 
the  possession  of  attached  goods,  at  least  to  the  extent,  of  permitting 
them  to  go  into  the  owner's  possession,  is  generally  conceded.*  In 
fact  the  whole  object  of  giving  receipts  for  property  attached  is  to 
enable  him  to  enjoy  the  property  during  the  pendency  of  the  am(, 
and  to  save  the  expense  atteriding  the  keeping  of  the  property  during 
that  time.  As  has  been  well  said,  property  might  a«  well  remain  in 
the  custody  of  the  sheriff  as  to  remain  in  the  actual  possession  of  the 
receiptor.*  But  of  course,  if  one  who  has  receipted  for  attached  prop* 

18.  Harris  v.  ICofSe,  49  Me.  432,  77  3.  Currier  v.  Currier,  2  N.  H.  76, 
Am.  Dec.  269.  9  Am.  Dee.  43. 

19.  Remiek  r.  Atkinson,  11  N.  H.  4.  Poole  v.  Symonds,  1  N.  H.  289, 
256,  35  Am.  Dec  493.  8  Am.  Dee.  71;  Tbayer  v.  Hutchinson, 

20.  Currier  v.  Currier,  2  N.  H.  75,  13  Vt.  504,  37  Am.  Dee.  607. 

9  Am.  Dee.  4a  6.  Weston  v.  Dorr,  25  Me.  176,  43 

1.  Weston  V.  Dorr,  25  Me.  176,  43  Am.  Dec  259. 

Am.  Dee.  259.  6.  Peters  v.  Stewart,  46  Conn.  103, 

2.  Phillips  T.  HaU,  8  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  29  Am.  Rep.  663. 
610,  124  Am.  Dee.  108. 
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erty  allows  it  to  go  back  into,  or  to  remain  in,  the  hands  of  tlie 
debtor,  and  the  latter  wastes,  destroys  or  sells  it,  the  receiptor  is  liable. 
Having  intrusted  the  property  to  the  debtor,  he  will  be  responsible 
to  the  sheriff  for  the  debtor's  acts.'  In  fact  it  has  even  been  held, 
on  inexorable  principles  of  law,  that  where  property  attached  by  a 
sheriff,  and  receipted  for,  and  left  by  the  receiptor  in  the  defendant's 
possession,  was,  before  judgment,  levied  on  and  sold  by  a  deputy 
on  an  execution  against  the  defendant,  without  the  knowledge  or 
consent  of  the  sheriff,  the  receiptor  on  judgment  being  recovered  in 
the  first  suit  and  execution  issued  was  liable  to  the  sheriff  in  an  action 
for  the  property.*  By  suffering  the  property  to  pass  into  the  hands 
of  the  owner,  however,  he  does  not  abandon  his  right  to  reclaim  the 
possession,  while  it  remains  in  such  owner's  hands,  or  in  the  hands 
of  a  person  having  full  knowledge  of  all  the  facts,  and  accordingly 
he  may  maintain  replevin  therefor  where  the  defendant  takes  the 
goods  into  another  state  to  sell.* 

135.  Nature  of  Receiptor's  Liability  to  Redeliver. — It  is  generally 
settled  that  a  receiptor  of  goods  seized  on  execution  or  attachment 
is  an  ordinary  bailee  only,  and'  is  not  under  an  absolute  liability  as 
an  insurer  to  redeliver  the  property  even  though  he  be  the  debtor  or 
a  friend  of  the  debtor,  unless  his  contract  is  very  special  and  explicit.'** 
Thus,  it  has  been  held  that  he  is  not  liable  for  a  casual  loss  of  goods 
by  fire  after  a  seizure  on  execution,  though  he  leaves  tiiem  with  the 
debtor.'^  And  as  a  gen^l  proposition  it  has  been  stated  that  a 
receiptor  is  entitled  to  prove  as  an  excuse  for  not  delivering  property 
receipted  for,  and  as  a  defense  to  an  action  on  the  receipt,  any  state 
of  facts  which  shows  that  the  officer  is  not  under  any  liability  either 
to  apply  the  property  to  the  debt  of  the  attaching  creditor,  or  to 
return  it  to  the  debtor  or  other  owner."  In  accordance  with  this  view- 
it  has  been  held  that  he  may,  in  an  action  on  his  promise  to  redeliver 
the  property,  show  as  a  defense  that  it  did  not  belong  to  the  person 
as  whose  property  it  was  attached,  and  that  he  has  restored  it  to  the 
true  owner;  or  that  it  was  exempt  from  attachment,  and  has  been 
given  up  to  the  debtor;  or  that  the  attachment  was  dissolved  by  the 

7.  Waitt  V.  Thompson,  43  N.  H.  161,  20  Am.  Dec.  216,  wherein  it  is  said 
80  Am.  Dec.  136;  Phillips  v.  Hall,  8  that  the  non-performance  of  a  eove- 
Wend.  (N.  Y.)  610,  24  Am.  Dec.  108.  nont  to  detiver  personalty  is  not  ex- 

8.  Flan^an  v.  Hoyt,  36  Vt.  565,  86  cased  unless  sneh  non-delivery  is  ocea- 
Am.  Dec.  675.  sioned  by  the  act  of  Ood,  of  the,  lav, 

9.  Peters  v.  Stewart,  45  Conn.  103,  of  the  obligee,  or  of  some  one  who 
29  Am.  Rep.  663.  had  a  right  to  take  the  possession. 

10.  Wright  V.  Dawson,  147  Mass.  11.  Browning  v.  Hanford,  6  Hill  (N. 
384,  18  N.  E.  1,  9  A.  S.  R.  724;  Brown-  Y.)  588,  40  Am.  Dee.  369. 

ing  V.  Hanford,  5  Hill  (N.  Y.)  588,      12.  Wright  v.  Dawson,  147  Mass. 
40  Ara.  Dec.  369.    Compare  Stephens  384,"  18  N.  E.  1,  9  A.  S.  R.  724. 
V.  Vaughan,  4  J.  J.  Marsh.  (Ky.)  206,     13.  Fisher  v.  Bartlett,  8  QreenL 
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insolvency  of  the  debtor.^*  On  the  other  hand  it  has  been  ruled  that 
one  who  receives  from  an  officer  property  levied  on,  covenanting  to 
redeliver  at  a  given  time  and  place,  cannot  excuse  non-delivery  by 
^e  fact  that  the  property  was  exempt  from  execution.*'  It  has  also 
been  held  that  where  a  receiptor  refused  to  deliver  the  property,  prior 
to  the  ^me  when  the  debtor  filed  his  petition  in  bankruptcy,  the 
subsequent  proceedings  in  bankruptcy  are  no  defense  to  an  action 
brought  by  the  sheriff  against  the  receiptor  for  the  amount  of  the 
execution.**  Nor  it  seems  is  it  possible  to  reconcile  the  decisions 
on  the  question  of  a  receiptor's  right  to  exonerate  himself  from  lia- 
bility by  showing  that  the  property  levied  on  and  for  which  he  re- 
ceipted was  not  the  property  of  the  defendant.  Thus,  it  has  been 
held  that  a  receiptor  is  estopped  from  denying  the  sheriff's  right  to 
the  goods,  and  cannot  set  up  title  in  a  third  person,  except  where 
ttiey  have  been  taken  from  him  by  act  of  law,  or,  perhaps,  by  force." 
To  justify  a  non-delivery,  on  the  ground  that  the  property  was  taken 
from  covenantor's  possession  by  another  officer  under  an  execution, 
it  must  be  shown  that  such  officer  had  authority  so  to  do,  and  that 
the  property  was  taken  before  the  day  for  delivery."*  As  respects 
the  right  of  a  party  giving  a  receipt  for  property  seized  by  an  officer 
on  an  execution  or  an  attachment  to  set  up  against  the  officer  that 
the  property  is  his  own  the  authorities  are  likewise  conflicting.  Thus, 
it  has  been  ruled  that  a  receiptor  is  estopped  by  his  receipt  from 
claiming  the  property  as  his  own,  where  he  makes  no  such  claim  at 
the  time  of  the  levy,  and  does  not  stipulate  that  his  receipt  shall  be 
without  prejudice  to  his  right,*'  especially  where  it  appears  that  the 
defendant  in  the  attachment  then  had  o^er  property  which  the  officer 
could  and  would  have  attached  had  the  receiptor  at  that  time  asserted 
his  claim  to  the  property."  And  it  seems  that  where  the  goods  of  a 
debtor  are  actually  attached  as  his  property,  and  the  receiptor,  in  his 
receipt,  expressly  f^mits  that  the  goods'  are  the  property  of  such  debtor, 
and  promises  to  return  them  to  the  attaching  officer,  or  pay  the  amount, 
of  the  judgment  recovered  against  the  debtor,  he  will  not,  in  an  action 
on  such  a  receipt,  be  permitted  to  give  evidence  to  show  thai  the  goods 
were  not  the  property  of  the  debtor,  or  that  they  were  not  attachable,' 
although  it  has  been  held  that  he  may  in  such  a  case  after  complying 

(Me.)  122,  22  Am.  Dec.  225;  Dewey  17.  Phillips  v.  HaU,  8  Wend.  (N. 
V.  Field,  4  Hete.  (Mass.)  381,  38  Am.  Y.)  610,  24  Am.  Dec.  108. 


14.  Wright  V.  Dawson,  147  Maas.  Marsh.  (Ky.)  206,  20  Am.  Dec.  216. 


15.  Stephens  v.  Vaoghan,  4  J.  J.  215,  38  Am.  Dec.  628. 
Marsh.  (Ky.)  206,  20  Am.  Dee.  216.      20.  Dewey  v.  Field,  4  Metc  (MasB.) 

16.  ParkB  v.  Sheldon,  36  Conn.  466,  381,  38  Am.  Dec.  376. 


Dec.  376. 

Note:  25  Am.  Dec.  428. 


Note:  25  Am.  Dec.  427. 
18.  Stephens  v.  Yaughan,  4  J.  J. 


384,  18  N.  E.  1,  9  A.  S.  R.  724. 


19.  Dezell  v.  Odell,  3  HiU  (N.  Y.) 


4  Am.  Rep.  95. 


1.  Note:  25  Am.  Deo.  427. 
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with  his  promise  to  return  the  property  receipted  for  bring  replevin, 
trespass,  or  trover  to  try  his  right  of  property,  and  will  not,  in  such 
action,  be  estopped  by  bis  receipt  from  proving  title  in  himself.'  Like- 
wise, in  such  a  case  it  appears  that  evident^  of  property  in  the  defend- 
ant is  admissible  on  the  question  of  damages,  in  a  suit  on  his  promise 
to  return  the  property ;  and  if  such  evidence  shows  that  the  property  • 
could  not  have  been  applied  to  satisfy  tJie  creditor's  execution,  the 
plaintiff  can  recover  nominal  damages  only.'  On  the  other  band, 
in  the  case  of  an  ordinary  receipt,  given  where  property  has  been 
attached  by  an  officer,  and  in  which  the  receiptor  merely  promises 
to  redeliver  it  on  demand,  it  seems  to  be  very  generally  held  that  he 
is  not  estopped  from  showing  that  the  property  belonged  to  himself, 
and  not  to  the  debtor.*  In  an  action  on  a  receipt  given  for  goods 
attached,  the  defendant  will  not  be  {Termitted  to  prove  that  the  goods 
were  not  attached,  nor  were  even  in  the  sherifif's  possession,  nor  deliv- 
ered by  him  to  the  defendant,'  especially  where  they  were  at  that 
time  in  the  possession  of  the  receiptor.* 

Forthcoming  or  Delivery  Bond 

136.  Nature  of  Bond. — Instead  of  the  debtor  or  some  third  person 
for  him  giving  a  receipt  for  the  release  of  property  seized  in  execu- 
tion or  attachment,  bonc|^,  denominated  delivery,  redelivei^,  or  more 
generally  forthcoming  bonds,  with  the  necesary  security  are  fre- 
quently given  by  the  defendant'  As  these  bonds  are  unknown  to 
the  common  law  but  are  purely  the  creatures  of  statutory  law,  it  is 
of  course  necessary  to  look  to  the  law  of  their  creation  for  the  defi- 
nition of  their  character,  and  their  operation  on  the  rights  of  the 
parties.*  Generally,  however,  the  statutes  provide  that  these  bonds 
with  sufficient  security  from  the  debtor  shall  be  made  payable  to  the 
creditors,  in  a  p^ialty  equal  to  double  the  amount  of  the  execution, 
with  a  condition  to  have  the  property  so  levied  on  forthcoming  on  the 

2.  Bursley  v.  Hamilton,  15  Pick.  72  A.  S.  R.  150;  Worstman  v.  Wade, 
(Mass.)  40,  25  Am.  Dec.  423  and  note.  77  Qa.  651,  4  A.  S.  R.  102;  Cole  v. 

3.  Bursley  v.  Hamilton,  15  Pick.  Parker,  7  la.  167,  71  Am.  Dec.  439; 
(Mass.)  40,  25  Am.  Dec.  423.  Maryland  Fidelity,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Bowen, 

4.  Lathrop  v.  Cook,  14  Me.  414,  31  123  la.  356,  98  N.  W.  897,  6  L.R.A. 
Am.  Dec.  62;  Barron  v.  Cobleigh,  11  (N.S.)  1021;  Walsh  v.  Brown,  194 
N.  H.  567,  35  Am.  Dec.  505.  Mass.  317,  80  N.  E.  465,  120  A.  S.  R. 

Note:  25  Am.  Dec.  428.  556;  Nighbert  v.  Homsby,  100  Tenn. 

5.  Spencer  v.  WUliams,  2  Vt.  209,  82,  42  S.  W.  1060,  66  A.  S.  R.  736; 
19  Am.  Dec.  711;  Lowiy  v.  Cady,  4  Portis  v.  Farter,  8  Tex.  23,  58  Am. 
Vt.  504,  24  Am.  Dec.  628.  Dec.  95. 

6.  Pettes  V.  Marsh,  16  Vt.  454,  40  Note:  18  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1273,  127*. 
Am.  Dec.  680.  See  Atuchkent,  vol.  2,  p.  885  et 

7.  United  States  v.  MorrieoD,  4  Pet.  seq. 

124,  7  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  804;  Smith  v.  8.  Bank  of  United  States  v.  Patton, 
Hcinemao,  118  Ala.  195,  24  So.  364,  5  How.  (Miss.)  200,  35  Am.  Dec.  428. 
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day  of  sale  thereof  and  if  the  defendant  fails  to  deliver  the  property 
BO  bonded  it  is  usually  provided  that  the  sheriff  shall  return  the  bond 
to  the  clerk  of  the  court  whence  execution  issued,  indorsed  thereon 
"forfeited;"  whereupon  such  bond  is  either  made  recoverable  in  any 
court  having  jurisdiction  of  the  same  *  or  as  in  some  jurisdictions  it 
has  the  force  and  effect  of  a  judgment,  and  execution  may  be  awarded 
on  it  summarily  against  all  the  obligors.**  In  attachment  cases  these 
bonds  are  usually  conditioned  for  the  delivery  of  the  property  to  the 
officer,  either  to  satisfy  the  execution  which  the  plaintiff  may  obtain 
in  the  cause,  or  at  such  time  and  in  such  manner  as  the  court  may 
direct,  they  being  also  frequently  in  the  alternative,  either  to  return 
the  property  or  to  satisfy  t^e  judgment  ihai  may  be  recovered  in  the 
action.^^  A  forthcoming  bond  grows  out  of  the  proceedings  in  the 
cause,  not  less  than  the  bail  bond;  it  is  a  part  of  the  process  in  the 
cause;  it  is  not  a  distinct,  s^>arate,  substantive  contract,  but  is  de- 
pendent on,  and  intimately  connected  with,  the  action  itself,  forming 
an  integral  part  thereof  and  following  its  fate.  If  the  original  judg- 
ment is  reversed,  therefore,  the  forthcoming  bond  becomes  naught; 
if  the  original  judgment  is  superseded,  a  supersedeas  to  a  judgment 
on  the  bond  is  a  matter  of  course;  if  judgment  be  confess^  on  the 
bond,  it  operates  as  a  release  of  errors  in  the  original  judgment;  if  the 
execution  on  which  it  is  taken  is  quaslied,  the  bond  is  quashed  also ; 
and  lastly,  if  the  bond  is  irregularly  taken,  it  may  be  quashed  on 
motion  of  either  party.^*  If  a  bond  given  to  release  an  attachment 
contains  a  provision  that  it  ^all  be  void  if,  at  any  time  after  final 
judgment,  the  goods,  on  request  therefor,  shall  be  returned  to  the 
officer  taking  the  bond,  it  has  been  held  that  the  po.seession  of  an 
execution  on  such  judgment  is  not  necessary  to  enable  the  officer  to 
demand  a  return  of  the  property.**  Generally,  unless  notice  or  de- 
mand is  expressly  required  by  the  terms  of  the  agreement,  it  seems 
that  the  obligors  on  a  forthcoming  bond  are  bound  thereby  without 
an  express  demand  or  notice  from  the  obligee  to  deliver  the  property.^* 
137.  General  Effect  of  Forthcoming  Bond. — In  some  jurisdictions 
the  rule  is  that  a  forthcoming  bond  given  to  a  creditor  on  the  seizure 
of  goods  in  execution  was  intended  as  a  substituted  security  for  the 
lien  acquired  by  the  judgment  and  seizure^  and  consequently,  on  its 

9.  Woratman  v.  Wade,  77  Oft.  651,  12.  Barton  v.  Petit,  7  Craneh  288, 
4  A.  S.  R.  102;  Cole  v.  Robertson,  8  3  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  347. 


10.  Brown  v.  Clarke,  4  How.  4,  11  547,  29  Am.  Dec.  218.  See  ne\t  au<-- 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  850;  United  States  Bank  ceeding  paragraph. 

Patten,  5  How.  (Miss.)  200,  35     14.  Tucker  t.  Carr,  20  R.  I.  477, 
Am.  Dec  428.    See  next  sneeeeding  40  Atl.  1,  78  A.  S.  R.  893. 
paragraph.  15.  Janes  v.  Horton,  32  Qa.  246, 

11.  Note:  25  Am.  Dec.  429.    See  79  Am.  Dec.  300. 
also  AiTAOHmNT,  vol.  2,  p.  885  et 


Tex.  356,  55  Am.  Dec.  784. 


13.  Steele  v.  Boyd,  6  Leigh  (Va.) 


nq. 
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execution  and  delivery,  the  goods,  by  operation  of  law,  are  released 
from  all  charge,  and  left  in  the  possession  of  the  debtors  as  free  and 
unencumbered  as  before  it  attached ;  and  if  the  property  is  not 
delivered,  in  pursuance  of  the  condition,  the  remedy  is  then  on  the 
bond,  which  on  the  breach  or  forfeiture  becomes,  by  operation  of 
the  statute,  a  statutory  judgment  against  the  defendant  and  sureties 
from  that  time,*'  followed  by  a  new  lien  on  the  real  and  personal 
estate  of  all  the  obligors.  The  original  judgment  is  merged  and 
satisfied  by  the  new  and  more  comprehensive  statutory  judgment  on 
the  bond,  and  the  remedy  of  (he  creditors  is  limited  to  the  enforcement 
of  this  judgment.**  In  harmony  with  this  doctrine  it  has  been  held 
that  if  after  the  execution  and  delivery  of  such  a  bond  another  judg- 
ment is  entered  against  the  original  defendant,  this  second  judgment 
is  a  lien  on  the  property  which  has  been  released  by  the  bond,  and 
the  lien  thus  acquired  by  the  second  judgment  is  not  destroyed  by 
subsequently  quashing  the  forthcoming  bond,  the  effect  of  such  quash- 
ing not  being  to  revive  the  first  judgment,  and  so  restore  the  lien 
which  was  superseded  by  the  execution  of  the  bond.**  On  the  other 
hand,  it  has  been  held  tiiat  a  forthcoming  bond  returned  "forfeited," 
on  which  execution  may  be  issued,  is  not  regarded  as  a  judgment, 
so  as  to  make  it  a  satisfaction  of  the  original  judgment,**  and  a  suit 
may  be  brought  to  revive  the  original  judgment,  notwithstanding  the 
forfeiture  of  the  bond.*   It  seems,  however,  that  the  sheriff  cannot 

18.  Witherspoon  v.  Spring,  3  How.  Bank  v.  Patton,  6  How.  (Miss.)  200, 

(Miss.)  60,  32  Am.  Dee.  310;  Walker  35  Am.  Dec.  428;  Smith  v.  Tupper, 

V.  McDowell,  4  Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  4  Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  261,  43  Am. 

118,  43  Am.  Dec.  476.            .  Dec.  483.    See  preceding  paragraph, 

17.  While  the  general  rule  is  that  on  In  UQited  States  Bank  v.  Patton,  5 
the  forfeiture  of  a  forthcoming  bond,  How.  (Miss.)  200,  35  Am.  Dec.  428, 
no  formal  judgment  is  necessary,  the  it  was  said  that  even  without  the  pro- 
forfeiture  operating  as  a  judgment  visions  of  the  statute  giving  a  bond 
virtue  of  statute,  in  some  cases  a  for-  the  force  of  a  judgment  after  a  breach 
mal  motion  on  notice  for  a  judgment  of  its  condition,  as  it  releases  the  levy, 
on  a  forfeited  bond  is  required.  Dan-  and  restores  the  property  to  the  debt- 
ley  V.  Rector,  10  Ark.  211,  50  Am.  or,  is  tantamount  to  a  satisfaction  of 
Dec,  242.  But  see  Wright  v.  Yell,  13  the  execution,  and  the  creditor  would 
Ark,  503,  58  Am.  Dec;  336,  wherein  be  left  to  parsue  his  new  remedy  on 
it  was  held  that  a  judgment'  of  a  for-  the  bond. 

feited  delivery  bond  is  not  void  be-  19.  Brown  v,  Clarke,  4  How.  4,  11 

f-auso  actual  notice  has  not  been  given  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  850. 

the  securities  therein.    Later  cases  in  20.  CampbeU  v.  Spence,  4  Ala.  543, 

Arkansas  seem  to  hold  to  the  general  39  Am.  Dee.  301.   See  Lawson  v.  Jor- 

rule.    See  next  succeeding  note.  dan,  19  Ark.  297,  70  Am.  Dec.  596, 

18.  Brown  v.  Clarke,  4  How,  4,  11  wherein  it  is  said  that  judgments  and 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  850;  Lipscomb  v.  Grace,  their  liens  are  unaffected  by  delivery 
*JG  Ark.  231,  7  Am.  Rep.  607;  Briggs  bonds  being  taken  and  forfeited,  where 
V,  Spencer,  3  Rob.  (La.)  265.  38  Am.  such  bonds  do  not,  on  forfeiture,  oper- 
Dee.  239  (applying  law  of  Misslssip-  iite  as  judgments,  and  therefore  ex- 
pi)  ;  Davis  v,  Dixon,  1  How,  (Miss.)  tinguish  the  original  judgments. 

64,  26  Am.  Dee.  695;  United  States  1.  Cole  v.  Robertson,  6  Tex.  35(i,  55 
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retake  property  after  forfeiture  of  a  delivery  bond,  and  after  the 
return  day  of  the  execution  under  which  it  was  originally  taken, 
except  by  virtue  of  a  new  execution.*  If,  in  a  contest  of  a  claim  of 
exemption,  a  ju{^meat  is  rendered  sustaining  tJbe  claim,  and  a  forth- 
coming bond  given  in  the  action  is  returned  forfeited,  Oie  exemption 
claimant,  it  has  been  held^  may  have  execution  issued  on  the  for- 
feited bond,  or  he  may  sue  thereon  in  a  separate  action,  in  which 
event  he  is  entitled  to  recover  as  damages  the  value  of  the  property 
claimed,  as  judicially  determined  in  the  contest  proceeding.'  Accord- 
ing to  some  authorities  the  giving  of  a  forthcoming  bond  by  one  of 
several  defendants  discharges  from  the  originEd  judgment  those  who 
do  not  join  in  the  bond.*  In  the  view  of  other  authorities,  however, 
where  a  judgment  is  obtained  against  several  persons,  but  execution 
is  levied  on  the  property  of  only  one,  who  gives  a  forUicoming  bond, 
which  is  forfeited,  the  wiginal  debt  is  not  thereby  discharged  and 
extinguished,  as  against  the  other  'joint  debtors,  and  they  may  be 
proceeded  against  in  case  the  forthcoming  bond  proves  unavailing.* 
As  respects  the  effect  of  statutory  bonds  given  to  release  property 
from  attachment,  a  conflict  similar  to  that  existing  in  the  case  of 
forthcoming  bonds  given  to  release  property  from  an  execution  ap- 
pears.* Thus  in  some  cases  it  has  been  held  that  by  virtue  of  such 
a  bond  the  attachment  is  dissolved,  and  the  action  proceeds  to  judg- 
ment in  personam.'  Other  cases,  however,  hold  that  the  execution  of 
a  forthcoming  bond  on  attachment  does  not  displace  the  lien  of  an 
attachment,  n<a  render  the  prop^y  subject  to  seizure  under  o^er 
writs  while  in  the  hands  of  the  defendant  in  attachment.*  But  it 
seems  that  if,  after  attached  property  is  surrendered  to  the  defendant 
in  pursuance  of  a  delivery  bond,  it  is  seized  and  taken  from  his  posses- 
sion under  another  writ,  whereupon  he  executes,  with  sureties,  another 
delivery  bond,  and  again  gains  possession  of  the  property,  and  on 
judgment  l^ing  recovered  against  him  in  the  second  action,  sur- 
renders possession  of  the  property  to  an  officer,  pursuant  to  the  terms 


Am.  Dec.  784.  Compare  Hagan  v. 
Lucas,  10  Pet.  '400,  9  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
470,  wherein  it  is  held  that  on  the  giv- 
ing of  a  bond,  the  possession  of  the 
claimant  is  subetitnted  for  the  oustody 
of  the  sheriff,  but  the  property  is  not 
withdrawn  from  the  cus^dy  of  law 
and  hmce  in  the  hands  of  the  claim- 
ant under  the  bond  for  its  delivery 
to  the  dieriff  is  as  free  from  the  reach 
of  other  processes  as  it  would  have 
been  in  the  hands  of  sheriff. 

2.  Hanis  v.  Ellis,  30  Tex.  4,  94  Am. 
Dee.  296. 

3. '  Troy  v.  Rogers,  U6  Ala.  265,  22 


So.  486,  67.  A.  S.  E.  110. 

4.  Coffee  v.  Planters'  Bank,  11 
Smedes  &  U.  (Miss.)  458,  49  Am.  Dec. 
68. 

5.  Robinson  v.  Sherman,  2  Grat. 
(Va.)  178,  44  Am.  Dec.  381. 

6.  See  Attaciiueht,  vol.  2,  p.  890. 

7.  Bunnemati  v,  Wagner,  16  Ore. 
433,  18  Pac.  841,  8  A.  S.  R.  306. 

8.  Stevenson  v.  Palmer,  14  Colo. 
565,  24  Pac.  5,  20  A.  S.  R.  295 ;  Smith 
V.  Lacey,  86  Miss.  295,  38  So.  311, 109 
A.  S.  R.  707;  Maryland  Fidelity,  etc, 
Co.  V.  B.  F.  Sturtevant  Co.,  86  Miss. 
509,  38  So.  783,  109  A  S.  R.  716. 
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of  the  second  bond,  he  cannot  maintain  an  action  against  tbe  second 
officer  for  the  possession  of  the  property,  thou^  the  second  levy, 
by  reason  of  the  first,  was  unauthorized.* 

138.  Excuses  for  Failure  to  Comfly  with  Terms  of  Bond. — ^In  cases 
of  att^hment  or  execution  levied  on  property  for  which  forUicoming 
bonds  have  been  executed,  it  seems  that  if  the  property  is  lost  or 
destroyed  without  the  fault  of  the  obligors,  as  in  the  case  of  fire,  such 
obligors  will  be  held  to  be  dischaj^ed,  their  liability  resting  wholly 
on  a  contract  the  performance  of  which  has  been  rendered  impos- 
sible.^*  Also,  as  the  law  controls  the  rights  and  remedies  of  every 
person,  if  it  interferes  and  prevents  an  obligor  from  complying  with 
the  conditions  of  a  bond,  the  obligor  will  not  be  held  liable  because 
of  his  noncompliance,  the  interference  of  the  law  in  such  a  case  being 
analogous  to  an  act  of  God  t^erating  to  prevent  compliance.  Thus, 
where  a  claimant  gives  a  levying  officer  a  forthcoming  bond,  and 
retains  possession  of  the  property,  which  the  same  officer  subsequently 
seizes  and  sells  under  a  lien  of  superior  dignity,  applying  the  proceeds 
to  such  superior  lien,  the  maJcer  of  the  forthcoming  bond  is  not  liable 
thereon  for  a  failure  to  produce  the  property  at  the  time  and  place  of 
sale." 

139.  Estoppel  to  Question  Legality  of  Levy. — ^As  a  general  proposi- 
ticHi  it  has  been  held  that  an  obligor,  whether  principal  or  surety,  in 
a  forthcoming  bond  in  which  tJie  levy  is  acknowledged,  will  not  be 
allowed  to  attack  the  levy  or  the  authority  of  the  officer  making  it, 
in  an  action  on  the  bond.^*  In  such  cases  the  execution  by  the  obligors 
of  the  bond  is  deemed  to  amount  to  an  admission  on  their  part  that 
the  levy  was  a  valid  one,  and  the  admission  operates  as  an  estoppel  to 
their  denial  of  the  legality."  In  accordance  witii  this  view  it  has 
been  held  that  a  forthcoming  bond  cannot  be  avoided  even  by  show- 
ing that  there  was  no  original  judgment  to  sustain  the  execution 
under  which  the  property  was  levied  on,  and  for  the  redelivery  of 
which  the  bond  was  given.**  However,  according  to  some  authorities, 
while  if  suit  is  brought  on  the  bond,  a  party  may  not  be  permitted 

9.  Stevenson  v.  Pahner,  14  Colo.  565,  Paiker,  8  Tex.  23^  58  Am.  Dee.  95. 
24  Pu.  6,  20  A.  8.  B.  295.  Notes:  26  Am.  Dee.  429  ;  51  L.B.A. 

10.  Geozge  v.  Hewlett,  70  Miss.  1,  (N.S.)  635. 

12  So.  856,  36  A.  S.  B.  626  (discussed,  See  Attachusnt,  vol.  2,  p.  890. 

ease  diffmng  on  facts).   See  also  su-  'On  the  trial  of  the  claim  ease,  how- 

pra,  par.  135.  ever,  a  defendant  is  not  preduded 

11.  Floyd  V.  Cook,  118  Qa.  526,  45  from  showing  that  a  seizure  is  void. 
S.  £.  441,  63  L.R.A.  450.  Oliver  v.  Warren,  124  Oa.  549, 53  S.  B. 

IS.  Head  v.  f^gh,  4  Ala.  279,  37  100,  110  A.  S.  B.  188,  4  L.B.A.(N.S.) 

Am.  Deo.  742;  Oliver  v.  Warren,  124  1020. 

Ga.  649,  53  S.  E.  100,  110  A.  S.  R.  13.  Note:  4  L.RJL.(N.S.)  1020. 

188,  4  L.R^.(N.S.)  1020  and  note;  14.  United  States  Bank  v.  Pattoa, 

Bunneman  v.  Wagner,  16  Ore.  433, 18  5  How.  (Miss.)  200,  36  Am.  Dee.  428. 
Pao.  841,  8  A.  S.  R.  306;  Portis  v. 
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to  deny  the  validity  of  the  judgment,  because  estopped  by  bis  solemn 
deed,  in  which  the  existence  of  it  is  admitted,  still  tiie  giving  of  a 
forthcoming  bond  is  not  such  a  waiver  of  irregularities  in  an  execu- 
tion as  to  prevent  him  from  obtaining  ^e  judgment  of  the  court 
setting  aside  the  execution,  and  consequently  destroying  the  l^al 
effect  of  the  bond.^*  So,  it  has  been  held,  if  a  levy  is  void  because 
made  by  the  sheriff  of  a  county  other  than  that  in  which  the  property 
was  found  the  execution  by  the  defendant  of  a  forthcoming  bond  to 
get  possession  of  the  property  will  not  prevent  him  from  obtaining 
relief  by  making  a  motion  to  have  the  levy  discharged  as  void."  And 
in  a  number  of  cases  in  proceedings  other  than  those  on  the  forth- 
coming bond,  it  has  been  held  that  the  obligor  in  such  bond  is  not 
estopped  to  question  the  legality  of  the  levy  under  the  execution." 
Moreover,  alUiough  a  party  after  giving  a  redelivery  or  forthcoming 
bond  may  not  interpose  objections  because  of  any  mere  irregularities 
in  any  of  the  prior  proceedings,  it  has  been  ruled  that  a  party  giving 
such  a  bond  is  not  estopped  from  afterward  asserting  either  directly 
or  collaterally  that  all  the  prior  proceedings  are  absolutely  and  utterly 
void.'*  Thuus,  where  a  judgment  on  which  an  execution  is  issued 
and  levied  is  void,  it  has  been  held  that  the  party  giving  a  redelivery 
bond,  and  thereby  obtaining  the  right  to  retain  possession  of  the 
property  levied  on,  does  not  thereby  estop  himself  from  afterwards 
asserting,  either  directly  or  collaterally,  that  the  judgment  and  raecu- 
tion  are  absolutely  void.**  Similarly,  it  has  been  ruled,  if  a  statute 
relating  to  the  attachment  of  boats  and  their  liability  for  certain  debts 
'  does  not  apply  to  a  steam  dredge  used  solely  for  mining  purposes  a 
plaintiff  recovering  a  judgment  under  such  statute  against  such  dredge, 
which  is  retaken  by  the  defendant  on  a  redelivery  bond,  cannot  recover 
on  such  bond,  since  ihe  court  was  without  jurisdiction  to  render  the 
original  judgment.**  Likewise,  as  falsehood  or  fraud  generally  vitiates 
everything  founded  on  it,'  it  seems  that  the  obligors  in  a  forthcoming 
or  delivery  bond  may  successfully  re^  an  action  against  them  tiiereon 
by  establishing  the  fact  that  the  proceedings  on  which  it  was  based 
were  wholly  void  because  of  fraud,  collusion  or  the  like.*  Contrary 
to  the  general  rule  it  has  been  held  that  the  fact  that  tiie  defendant 
has  made  a  counter  affidavit  and  given  a  forthcoming  bond,  in  both 

15.  Note:  51  LJLA.(N.S.)  637.  60  Pae.  1087,  81  A.  S.  B.  419. 

16.  Jones  v.  Baxter,  146  Ala,  620,  1.  See  Fraud  and  Dbcbit,  toI.  12, 
41  So.  781, 119  A.  S.  K.  64.  p.  222. 

17.  Note:  51  L.RA.(N.S.)  636,  637.  2.  Muiph;  v.  Montandon,  3  Idaho 

18.  Ej  parte  Cbeatliaxn,  6  Ark.  531,  325,  29  Pae.  851,  35  A  S.  R.  279; 
44  Am.  Dee.  525;  Olson  v.  Nnnnally,  Jaynes  v.  Piatt,  47  Ohio  St.  262,  24 
47  Kan.  391,  28  Pae.  149,  27  A.  S.  R.  N.  E.  262,  21  A  S.  B.  810;  Bradley 


19.  Olson  V.  Nnnnally,  47  Kan.  391,  Dee.  246.  See  ArrACHKXNT,  vol.  2, 
I  Pae.  149,  27  A.  S.  B.  296.  p.  890. 

SO.  Dietrieh  v.  Uartin,  24  Mont  145, 


296. 
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of  which  was  recited  the  fact  of  the  levy,  does  not  estop  him,  at  the 
trial,  from  raising  the  issue  as  to  the  validity  of  the  levy.'  Also  in 
some  cases  Uie  strict  letter  of  the  rule  has  been  modified.  Thus,  it 
has  been  held  that  the  illegality  of  the  levy  may  be  shown  under  a 
plea  of  "no  consideration,"  where  the  bond  does  not  set  forth  the 
judgment  on  which  the  levy  was  based.*  Also,  it  has  been  held  that 
the  court  may  properly  grant  a  motion  made  by  a  surety  in  opposition 
to  an  award  of  execution  against  him  on  a  forthcoming  bond  to  ques- 
tion the  bond  for  defects  apparent  on  the  face  of  the  execution  on 
which  it  was  taken.*  It  has,  moreover,  been  said  that  a  delivery  bond 
exacted  by  legal  coercion,  for  property  exempt  from  execution,  but 
levied  on  without  the  defendant's  assent,  is  no  recognition  of  the 
validity  of  the  levy  or  waiver  of  the  defendant's  right,  but  is  void, 
and  equity  will  relieve  against  it.* 

140.  Contesting  Defendant's  Title  to  Property. — The  authorities 
on  the  question  as  to  whether  the  obligors  on  a  forthcoming  or  delivery 
bond  are  estopped  by  the  bond  from  contesting  the  defendant's  right 
to  the  property  are  conflicting.'  In  harmony  with  the  general  prin- 
ciple that  in  an  action  on  a  bond  of  this  kind  the  obligors  cannot 
question  the  validity  of  the  officer's  levy,*  it  has  been  held  that  one 
who  has  given  a  forthcoming  bond  to  an  officer  who  has  seized  per- 
sonal property  under  execution  or  attachment  against  a  third  person 
cannot,  when  sued  on  the  bond,  set  up  title  to  the  property  in  him- 
self *  or  in  another  and  thereby  defeat  the  action. It  seems,  how- 
ever, that  a  redelivery  bond  does  not  estop  a  surety  from  subsequently 
claiming  the  property  as  against  the  sheriff  or  the  attachment  plaintiff, ' 
where  he  was  induced  to  sign  the  bond  by  a  fraudulent  misrepresenta- 
tion of  the  facts,  although  a  mere  statement  by  the  officer  who  takes 
the  bond,  concerning  its  legal  effect,  does  not  entitle  him  so  to  escape 
from  his  bond,  or  to  insist  that  the  property  was  his.^^  On  the  other 

3.  Peeples  v.  Qairison,  141  Ga.  411,  of  the  light  to  claim  it  as  exempt  from 
81  S.  E.  116,  51  L.B.A.(N.S.)  635  and  sale. 

note.  7.  See  also  supra,  par.  135. 

4.  Note:  4  L.R.A.{N.S.)  1021.  8.  See  preceding  paragraph. 

6.  Note:  51  L.R.A.(N.S.)  636.  9.  Boswald  v.  Hobbie,  85  AU.  73, 

6.  Perry  v.  Hensley,  14  B.  Men.  4  So.  177,  7  A.  S.  R.  23;  Nagle  v. 

(Ky.)  474,  61  Am.  Dec.  164.    See  Stroh,  4  Watts- (Pa.)  124,  28  Am.  Dec. 

also  Eltzroth  v.  Webster,  15  Ind.  21,  695. 

77  Am.  Dec.  78,  wherein  it  was  held  Note:  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1021. 

that  giving  up  property  under  a  writ,  10.  Murphy  v.  Montandon,  3  Idaho 

and  eiecuting  a  delivery  bond  there-  325,  29  Pac,  851,  35  A.  S.  R.  279  (dia- 

for,  do  not  estop  the  execution  defend-  cussed,  not  decided), 

ant  from  claiming  the  property  as  ex-  Note:  25  Am.  Dec.  429. 

empt  from  execution  at  any  time  he-  See  Attachment,  vol.  2,  p.  890,  891. 

fore  sale,  and  that  since  the  levy  has  11.  Peterson  v.  Woollen,  48  Kan. 

to  be  made,  there  is  no  good  reason  770,  30  Pae.  128,  30  A.  S.  R.  327  and 

why  the  fact  that  the  property  was  note, 
given  up  should  be  considered  a  waiver 
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hand,  there  is  authority  to  the  effect  that  an  owner  of  property  who 
gives  a  bond  to  secure  its  release  from  atta^ment  is  not  thereby 
estopped  from  showing  tiiat  the. property  belonged  to  himself  ;  also, 
it  has  been  ruled  that  in  an  action  on  a  delivery  bond,  it  is  a  sizfficient 
defense  that  at  the  time  of  the  levy  Uie  property  belonged  to  a  person 
other  than  the  defendant  in  the  writ.^* 

141.  Irregularities,  Misrecitals,  and  Defects  in  Bond. — While  ordi- 
narily if  a  bond  is  irregularly  taken  it  may  be  quashed  on  the  motion 
of  either  party,'*  as  a  general  rule  a  party  to  a  forthcoming  bond  can- 
not have  it  quashed  after  the  return  term,'*  althou^  it  is  never  too 
late  for  one  who  is  not  «  party  to  it  to  c^ject  to  its  operating  to 
charge  him,  since  as  to  him  it  is  void.'*  A  mere  informality  in  a 
forthcoming  bond  will  not  avoid  it.  Thus,  the  omission  of  the  words 
^'aforesaid  property"  in  a  forthcoming  bond  after  the  words  "shall 
have  forthcoming  and  deliver,"  does  not  vitiate  the  bond,  as  these 
words  will  be  supplied  by  intendment."  Similarly  immaterial  mis- 
recitals  in  such  an  instrument  will  not  invalidate  it.  Thus,  a  forth- 
coming bond  which  in  reciting  the  execution  states  the  cost  to  be 
slightly  in  excess  of  the  correct  amount  is  not  tiierdl>y  vitiated,  if 
the  aggregate  of  debts  and  costs  be  truly  stated,  but  will  support  a 
judgment  on  motion.'*  Likewise,  if  a  forthcoming  bond  shows  on 
its  face  that  it  was  given  for  the  forthcoming  of. certain  property 
levied  on  and  claimed  as  exempt,  identifies  the  contest  vrith  respect  to 
the  pendency  of  whidi  it  is  given,  and  shows  that  the  obligors  bind 
themselves  to  the  forthcoming  of  tihe  particular  property  involved  in 
the  contest,  it  is  sufficient  as  a  statutoi^  obligation  and  in  respect  to 
the  summary  proceedings  on  it  authorized  by  statute,  and  its  validity 
or  sufficiency  is  not  affected  by  the  fact  that  it  erroneously  recites  the 
levy  of  an  execution  on  the  property  when  the  levy  in  question  was 
in  fact  that  of  an  attachment.'*  Also,  it  seems,  the  fact  that  attached 
property  is  not  in  the  name  of  the  attachment  debtor  does  not  invali- 
date a  bond  for  its  release,  on  the  giving  of  which  the  attat-hment  is 
dissolved,^*  nor  are  the  obligors  in  a  bond  released  from  liability  for 
its  forthcoming  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  executions  against  the  real 

12.  Halbert  v.  McCulloch,  3  Mete.  (Miss.)  261,  43  Am.  Dec.  483.  See 
(Ky.)  456,  79  Am.  Dec.  556.  next  sacceeding  paragraph. 

Note:  25  Am.  Dec.  429,  430.  17.  Doe  v.  Parker,  3  Smedes  &  M. 

13.  Ayrea  v.  Dorsey  Produce  Co.,  (Mi38.)  114,  41  Am.  Dec.  614. 

101  la.  141,  70  N.  W.  Ill,  63  A.  S.  18.  Williams  v.  Lylea,  2  Cranch  9, 

B.  376.  2  U.  S.  {L.  ed.)  191. 

14.  Steele  v.  Boyd,  6  Leigh  (Va.)  19.  Troy  v.  Rogers,  116  Ala.  255, 
547,  29  Am.  Dee.  218.  22  So.  486,  67  A.  S.  R.  110. 

15.  Coffee  v.  Planters  Bank,  11  20.  Fidelity,  etc.,  Co,  of  Maryland 
Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  468,  49  Am.  Dec.  v.  Bowen,  123  Ta.  356,  08  N.  W.  897, 
68.  6  L.B.A.(N.S.O  1021. 

16.  Doe  V.  Tnpper,  4  Smedes  &  M. 
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owner  because  of  misrecitals  in  the  obligation  of  its  ownership.'  How- 
ever, a  bond  delivered  with  a  blank  left  for  the  insertion  of  the  amount 
is  not  the  deed  of  the  party  signing;  nor  will  it  become  so  unless 
there  is  a  redelivery  thereof  after  the  blanks  have  been  filled  by  some 
one  properly  authorized.'  Also  as  respects  irregularities  generally, 
it  should  be  noted  that  ordinarily  the  plaintiff  has  a  right  to  accept 
them,  and  if  he  does  so  there  is  no  reason  why  tiie  bond  should  not 
be  binding  on  the  signers.'  Thus,  while  an  execution  plaintiff  can 
object  to  a  forthcoming  bond  taken  without  sureties  as  invalid,  if  he 
has  made  no  such  objection,  and  it  has  been  received  as  a  good  bond, 
no  one  else  can  object  to  its  validity.*  Similarly,  the  plaintiff,  tot 
whose  protection  the  bond  is  executed,  may  weave  its  fwrnal  approval 
by  the  sheriff  or  clerk  as  provided  by  statute,  and  accept  it  as  tendered 
under  the  statute,  without  invaUdating  its  efficacy  as  a  statutory 
release  bond.*  An  execution  on  a  void  forthcoming  bond  will  not 
be  amended  so  as  to  conform  to  the  original  judgment,  and  thus 
validate  a  sale  under  the  execution.*  It  may  aiso  be  observed  that 
bonds  intended  to  be  giv^  in  compliance  with  statutes,  although  not 
30  given,  if  entered  into  voluntarily,  and  founded  on  a  valid  consider- 
ation, and  not  in  violation  of  public  policy  or  contravening  any  statute, 
will  be  enforced  by  common  law  remedies.^ 

142.  Persons  Liable  en  Bond. — One  who  has  not  joined  in  the  exe- 
cution of  a  delivery  b<md  oannot  of  course  be  liable  tbereon,  as  there 
is  nothing  on  which  a  statutory  judgment  on  such  bond  can  rest. 
Thus,  as  one  partner  cannot  bind  a  copartner  by  a  fordiooming  bond 
'  to  which  he  has  signed  the  tatter's  name  without  authority,  a  statutory 
judgment  on  such  bond  is  invalid  as  to  the  partner  not  signing.' 
Likewise,  where,  on  a  judgment  against  the  principal  on  a  bond  and 
his  two  sureties,  an  execution  is  levied  on  proper^  of  the  principal 
sufficient  to  satisfy  the  judgment,  but  the  property  is  released  by  the 
execution  of  a  delivery  bond  by  the  principal  and  one  of  the  suretice 
togetiier  with  other  parties,  the  other  surety  refusing  to  join  therein 
and  desiring  the  sheriff  to  proceed,  the  latter  is  discharged,  and  is 
not  liable  for  contribution  to  his  co-surety,  who,  after  fo^eiture  and 
judgment  on  the  delivery  bond,  pays  the  whole  amount  of  the  judg- 

1.  Evans  v.  Matson,  61  Pa.  St.  366,     9.  Fidelity,  ate.,  Co.  of  Maryland 


2.  WiUiams  v.   Crnt^faer,  5  How.  6  L.RjL(N.S.)  1021. 
(Miss.)  71,  35  Am.  Dee.  422.  6.  Saiith  v.  Tnppw,  4  Smedes  *  M. 

3.  Coffee   t.   Plantera'   Bank,   U  (Mis.)  261,  43  Am.  Dee.  4Sa 
Smedes  ft  U.  (Misa.)  458,  49  Am.  Dee.  7.  Bnimenan  v.  Wagpet,  16  Ova. 


4.  Walker  v.  IfeDowell,  4  Smedee  A  8.  Doe  v.  Tupper,  4  Smedes  ft  M. 
M.  (Mm,)  118,  48  An.  Dm.  476.      (Mitt.)  261.  48  Am.  Dee.  483. 
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ment*  On«  not  a  party  to  a  forthcoming  bond  can  object  at  any 
time  after  the  return  term  to  its  operating  so  as  to  charge  him.'* 

143.  Rights  and  Liabilities  of  Sureties. — Judgment  on  a  forth- 
coming bond  does  not  destroy  the  relation  of  principal  and  surety, 
exisUng  between  the  parties  to  the  bond ;  and  hence  having  dis- 
charged the  obligation  the  surety  is  entitled  to  look  to  his  principal 
for  reimbuis^ent.^'  The  sureties  of  one  of  the  joint  debtors  in  a 
forthcoming  bond  become,  on  the  forfeiture  thereof,  sureties  for  &e 
debt;  hence  when  they  have  discharged  the  same  they  are  entitled 
to  be  substituted  to  all  the  rights  of  the  creditors  against  the  original 
debtors,  subsisting  at  the  time  tiiey  became  so  bound  for  the  debt. 
They  may,  therefore,  have  a  decree  against  the  other  joint  debtors,  or 
either  of  them,  as  each  is  liable  for  ^e  whole  debt.  While,  however, 
they  are  entitled  to  charge  the  original  debtors  with  the  debt,  interest, 
and  cost  of  the  first  judgment,  it  seems  that  they  cannot  charge  them 
for  the  execution  and  forfeiture  of  the  forthcoming  bond.^'  It  has 
been  held  that  the  execution  and  forfeiture  of  a  forthcoming  bond 
by  a  surety  against  whom  judgment  has  been  obtained  on  a  bond  can- 
not q>erate  so  as  to  destroy  his  right,  for  the  original  principal,  to 
call  for  contribution,  he  having  paid  the  debt  But  in  such  a  case, 
it  seems,  while  the  surety  in  the  forthcoming  bond  is  entitled  to  a 
decree  for  the  costs  of  awarding  execution  on  the  bond,  against  the 
principal  in  the  forthcoming  bond,  he  is  not  entitled  to  a  decree  for 
such  costs  against  the  principal  in  the  original  bond,  nor  his  sureties.'* 
On  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  nded  that  a  surety  on  a  supersedeas 
bond  on  appeal  in  an  action  based  on  attachment  dissolved  on  execu- 
tion of  a  release  bond,  which  supersedeas  bond  was  entered  into  with- 
out the  request  of  the  sureties  on  the  release  bond,  is  not,  on  pay- 
ment of  the  judgment  after  affirmance,  entitled  by  right  of  subroga- 
tion to  look  to  the  sureties  on  the  release  bond  for  reimbursement'* 
Sureties  on  a  delivery  bond  imder  which  attached  property  has  been 
surrendered  to  the  defendant  by  the  officer  levying  the  writ  have  no 
right  to  the  p(»ses8ion  thereof  before  the  entry  of  final  judgment  in 
the  action,  and  hence  cannot  maintain  an  action  of  replevin  against 
an  officer  who  subsequently  seizes  the  property  under  another  writ'* 
Siireties  on  a  delivery  bond  induced  to  become  such  by  representations 
that  the  property  had  been  levied  on,  when  in  fact  no  legal  levy  had 

9.  Brown  v.  McDonald,  8  Yeig.  (Ta.)  178,  44  Am.  Dec.  38L 
(Tenn.)  158,  29  Am.  Dec.  ll2.  14.  Preston   v.   Preston,  4  Qrat. 

10.  Doe  V.  Tupper,  4  Smedes  ft  M.  (Va.)  88,  47  Am.  Dec.  717. 

(Miss.)  261,  43  Am.  Dec.  483.  16.  Fidelity,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Bowen,  123 

11.  Newell  V.  Hamer,  4  How.  (Miss.)  la.  356,  98  N.  W.  987,  6  L.B.A.(N.S.) 
884,  35  Am.  Dec.  415.  1021  and  note. 

12.  Sea  generally,  Peincipai.  asd  16.  Stevenson  v.  Palmer,  14  Colo. 
SVBBTt.  565,  24Pac.6,20A.S.a296. 

IS.  R<riHiiflM  T.  SharmAu,  2  Orat. 
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been  made,  are  not  bound,  and  may  have  an  injunction  against  the 
enforcement  of  their  liability.'^ 

144.  Release  of  Surety. — In  accordance  with  the  well  settled  prin- 
ciple that  if  a  creditor  by  an  agreement  with  the  principal  debtor 
enlarges  the  time  of  payment  without  the  consent  of  the  surety,  the 
latter  is  thereby  discharged,'^  it  has  been  held  that  a  sorely  on  a 
forthcoming  bond  is  released  if  the  creditor  makes  an  agreement  with 
the  principal  debtor  to  give  the  latter  time,  and  to  taie  a  specified 
sum  payable  in  annual  instalments  in  satisfaction  of  the  bond.'*  A 
mere  voluntary  indulgence  to  the  debtor,  however,  is  not  within  the 
policy  of  tiiis  rule,  and  abridges  none  of  the  rights  of  the  creditor. 
There  must  be  a  positive  and  binding  agreement;  and  for  this  purpose 
it  must  be  based  on  some  new  and  valuable  consideration,  which  is 
sufficient  to  tie  up  the  creditor,  and  prevent  him  from  asserting  any 
remedy  during  the  time  for  which  tjie  indulgence  has  been  given.** 
Holding  up  execution  on  a  forthcoming  bond  does  not,  therefore,  dis- 
charge the  surety,  where  it  is  a  voluntary  act  on  the  part  of  tiie  cred- 
itor, for  which  no  consideration  has  been  given ; '  ev6n  though  during 
the  time  that  the  writ  is  so  held  the  principal  debtor  becomes  insol- 
vent.' If  property  has  been  levied  on  by  writ  of  attachment  and  a 
forthcoming  bond  given,  the  surrender  of  such  property  by  the  attach- 
ment defendant  voluntarily,  to  a  third  person  having  no  valid  prior 
right  thereto,  does  not  release  the  surety  on  the  forthcoming  bond.' 
Nor  does  the  failure  of  the  plaintiff  in  an  execution  at  law  to  have 
the  judgment  on  a  forfeited  forthcoming  bond  enrolled  according  to 
the  statute  discharge  the  surety  in  the  bond,  although  such  failure 
lets  in  the  lien  of  younger  judgments,  which  take  all  the  principal's 
property.*  A  surety  on  a  release  bond  cannot  escape  liability  thereon 
because  it  was  accepted  by  the  parties  by  stipulation,  and  not  approved 
by  the  officer  as  provided  by  statute.*  The  death  of  a  defendant  after 
a  writ  of  attachment  has  been  levied,  and  a  statutory  bond  given  for 
the  release  of  the  property,  do  not  discharge  the  sureties  on  such 
bond  from  liability.*  However,  on  the  ground  that  the  liability  of  a 
surety  on  an  attachment  bond  contemplates  a  personal  judgment 
against  die  defendants  in  the  suit,  one  that  could  have  been  satisfied 

17.  Bradley  v.  Kesee,  5  Cold.  3.  Maryland  Fidelity,  etc.,  Co.  v. 
(Tenn.)  223,  94  Am.  Dec.  246.  B.  F.  Sturtevant  Co.,  86  Miss.  509,  38 

18.  See  PRiNCrpAL  and  Surety.  So.  783,  109  A.  S.  R.  716. 

19.  Steele  v.  Bovd,  6  Leigh  (Va.)  4.  McGee  v.  Metcalf,  12  Smedes  & 
547,  29  Am.  Dec.  218.  M.  (Miss.)  536,  51  Am.  Dec.  122. 

20.  See  Principal  and  Surety.  5.  Maryland  Fidelity,  etc.,  Co.  v. 

1.  Wright  V.  Yell,  13  Ark.  503,  58  Bowen,  123  la.  356,  98  N.  W.  897, 
Am.  Dee.  336;  Blandford  v.  Barger,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1021.  See  supra,  par. 
9  Dana  (Ky.)  22,  33  Am.  Dec.  519.  141. 

2.  Hewell  r.  Hamer,  4  How.  (Miss.)  6.  Banneman  v.  Wagner,  16  Orft. 
684,  35  Am.  Dec.  415.  433, 18  Pao.  841,  8  A.  S.  R.  306. 
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out  of  the  property  attached,  which  the  bond  was  intended  to  repre- 
sent, it  has  been  held  that  a  surety  on  attachment  bonds  is  discharged 
by  the  insolvency  of  the  defendant  and  an  assignment  over  of  his 
property  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditois.'  The  rule^  however,  is  that  a 
discharge  in  bankruptcy  does  not  prevent  an  attac^ng  creditor  from 
taking  judgment  against  the  debtor  in  such  limited  form  as  may 
enable  him  to  reap  the  benefit  of  his  attachment,  and  such  creditor 
may  enter  such  a  qualified  judgment  against  the  bankrupt  as  will 
charge  his  sureties  on  the  forthcoming  bond  in  attachments  It  has 
been  held  that  relief  upon  the  motion  of  a  surety  on  a  forthcoming 
bond  may  be  granted  in  a  proper  case  m  the  court  in  which  the  bond 
was  taken,  which  court  may  direct  an  exoneretur  of  the  surety,  and 
need  not  require  him  to  seek  his  remedy  by  audita  querela  nor  by 
bill  in  diancery.* 

7.  Keyee  v.  Sfaannoo,  8  Rob.  (La.).  Smith  v.  Lacey,  86  Miss.  295,  38  Sa 
172,  41  Am.  Dec.  299.  311,  109  A.  8.  R.  707. 

8.  HiU  V.  Harding,  130  U.  S.  699,  9.  Steele  v.  Boyd,  6  Laigfa  (Ya.)  647, 
9  S.  Ct.  725,  32  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1083;  29  Am.  Dec  218. 
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208.  Truth  or  Belief  in  Truth 

209.  Retraction 

210.  Provocation  or  Passion 

211.  Other  Publicationa 

212.  Reports  or  Rumors 

213.  Bad  Chnracler  of  Plaintiff 

214.  Connection  between  Kvideuce  of  Plaintiff's  Bad  Character  and 

Charge 

215.  Povertv  of  Defendant 
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XII.  Slander  of  Title  or  Disparagement  of  Property 

216.  Slander  of  Title 

217.  Disparagement  of  Qoods  or  Property 

218.  Necessity  of  Malice 

219.  By  and  against  Whom  Action  Maintainable 

220.  Pleading  and  Proof 

221.  Injunction 

222.  Damages 

XUI.  Criminal  Liability 

223.  In  General 

224.  Illustrations  of  Criminal  Libel  or  Slander 

225.  What  Conslitules  Publication 

226.  Persons  Liable 

227.  Jurisdiction  aud  Venue 

228.  Indictment  or  Information 

229.  Truth  as  Defense 

230.  Evidence 

231.  Function  of  Court  and  Jury 


I.  Introductory 

1.  Scope  of  Article. — Under  this  title  is  included  a  discussion  of 
tiae  law  respecting  ^e  defamation  of  pei'sons,  living  or  dead,  in  both 

its  civil  and  criminal  aspects.  Tlie  law  relatinp  to  slander  of  title  or 
di.sparagement  of  goods  is  also  treated.  Blasphemous  and  profane 
utterances  or  writings  which  are  directed,  not  at  persons  on  this 
sphere,  but  at  God  or  religion  are  discussed  elsewhere.*  Libelous  pub- 
lications respecting  courts,  in  so  far  as  they  result  in  contempt  pro- 
ceedings rather  than  in  civil  actions  or  criminal  pro.«ecutions,  also 
receive  consideration  elsewhere  in  this  work.*  The  tort  known  as 
malicious  interference  with  contract  relations  may  be  committed  with- 
out the  utterance  of  languaj;e  which  is  dcfaniutory,  and  in  there- 
fore foreign  to  the  present  subject.*  The  new  tort  known  as  the 
invasion  of  the  right  of  privacy  may  involve  the  exposure  of  the 
injured  person  to  contempt  and  ridicule,  and  hence  may  occasionally 
contain  elements  of  libel  and  slander.  But  in  many  cases  no  such 
element  is  involved,  there  being  only  an  inva.«ion  of  the  so-called  right 
to  be  let  alone,  and  therefore  tliis  subject  is  reserved  for  "separate 
treatment.*  Though  the  general  question  of  privileged  communica- 
tions as  giving  rise  to  actions  for  libel  and  slander  is  treated  in  this 

1.  See  Blasphbmt  and  Profanttt,  3.  See  iNXERraHENCE,  vol.  15,  p.  52 
vol.  4,  p.  39.  et  seq. 

2.  See  Contempt,  vol.  6,  p.  486.         4.  See  Privacy. 
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article,  the  question  of  the  admissibility  in  evidence  of  ?\xQh  com- 
inunications  is  considered  in  apother  connection 

2.  Definitions. — A  definition  of  liliel  which  has  received  general 
acceptance  and  approbation  is  a.«  follows:  A  libel  is  a  malicious  pub- 
lication, expressed  either  in  printing  or  writing,  or  by  signs  and 
pictures,  tending  cither  to  blacken  the  memory  of  one  dead,  or  the 
reputation  of  tme  who  is  alive,  and  expose  him  to  public  hatred,  con- 
tempt, or  ridicule.'  Thi?  definition,  in  respect  of  living  persons. 
ha.s  been  adopted  by  .statute  in  several  jurisdictions.'  The  deiinition 
of  libel  propounded  by  Alexander  Uamilton,  namely,  that  libel  is  a 
censorious  or  ridiculing  writing,  picture,  or  sign,  made  with  malicious 
intent  towards  government,  magistrates  or  individuals,  has  met  with 
considerable  sipproval.  though  it  has  been  suggested  that  imless  the 
word  censorious,  is  given  a  broader  signification  than  strictly  belongs 
to  it,  this  definition  does  not  comprehend  all  cases  of  libelous  words.'* 
A  statutory  definition  of  libel  which  is  very  comprehensive  is  as  fol- 
lows: A  malicious  publication  by  writing,  printing,  picture,  efligy, 
sign,  or  otherwise  than  by  mere  speech,  which  exposes  any  living 
person  or  tiie  memor\'  of  any  person  deceased  to  hatred,  contempt, 
ridicule,  or  obloquy,  or  which  causes  or  tends  to  cause  any  i>erson  to 
I»c  shunned  or  avoided  or  which  has  a  tendency  to  injure  any  person, 
cnrpiiration,  .or  association  of  persons  in  his  or  their  business  or 

5.  See  Witnesses.  253,  3  Am.  Rep.  544;  Barr  v,  Moore, 

6.  Riee  v.  Simmons,  2  Har.  (Del.)  87  Pa.  St.  385,  30  Am.  Rep.  367; 
417.  31  Am.  Dec.  766;  Cora.  v.  Clap,  State  v.  Atchison,  3  Lea  (Tenn.)  729, 
4  Mass.  163,  3  Am.  Dc-e.  212  and  note;  31  Am.  Rep.  663;  Harris  v.  Hunling- 
Lepg  V.  Dunlearv.  80  Mn.  558,  50  Am.  ron.  2  Tvler  (Vt.)  129,  4  Am,  Dec. 
Rep.  512;  Collins  v.  Dispatch  Pub.  728;  Coilv  v.  Revnolds,  6  Vt.  489,  27 
Co.,  152  Pa.  St.  187,  25  AU.  546,  34  Am.  Dee.  574. 

A.  S.  R.  636  and  note.  A  somewhat  more  elaborate  defini- 

Note:  9  L.R.A.  021.  tion  is  that  a  libel  is  a  malicious  def- 

Practically  siinilar  definitions  may  nmation,  expressed  either  in  writing, 

'»e  found  in  Wofford  v.  Meeks,  129  printing,  or  bv  signs  or  pietures,  or 

Ala.  349,  30  So.  625,  87  A.  S.  R.  66.  liie  like,  tending  to  blacken  the  mem- 

■55  Ij.R.A.  214;  Stow  v.  Converse,  3  ory  of  one  who  is  dead,  or  to  ini- 

Conn.  325.  8  Am.  Dec.  189;  Stale  v.  jieach  the  honesty,  integrity,  virtue, 

Avery,  7  Conn.  2fi(i.  18  Am.  Dec.  105;  or  reputation,  or  publish  the  natural 

Hetherinpton  v.  Sierry,  28  Kan.  426.  or  allcijed  defects  of  one  who  is  alive, 

42  Am.  Rep.  169;  Eckert  v.  Van  Pelt,  and  thereby  to  expose  him  to  public 

ii9  Kan.  357,  76  I'ac.  909.  66  L.R.A.  hatred,  contempt,  or  ridicule. 

266;  Rilev  v.  Leo,  88  Kv.  603.  11  S.  Note:   13  L.R.A.  419. 

\V.  713.  21  A.  S.  R.  358;   State  v.  7.  Stewart  v.  Swift  Sperilic  Co.,  7fi 

.\rniitronB,  106  Mo.  395,  16  S.  W.  Qa.  280,  2  A.  S.  R.  40;  Behre  v.  Na- 

604,  27  A.  S.  R.  361,  13  L.R.A.  419;  tional  Cash  Register  Co.,  100  Ga.  213, 

Mitclicil  V.  Hradstreet  Co.,  116  Mo.  27  R.  E.  986,  62  A.  S.  R,  320;  State 

226,  22  S.  W.  358,  38  A.  S.  R.  592,  v.  Sheridan,  14  Td;iho  222,  93  Pac. 

20  L.R..\.  138;  Pahner  v.  Concord,  48  656.  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  497. 

.V.  U.  211,  97  Am.  Dec.  605;  State  v.  8.  Moore  v.  Francis,  121  N.  Y.  199, 

Sipiilv,  37  Ohio  St.  30,  41  Am.  Rep.  23  X.  E.  1127,  18  A.  S.  H.  810,  8 

487:"  Pittock  V.  O'Niell,  63  Pa.  St.  L.R.A.  214. 
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occupation,  is  a  libel  *  The  term  slander  vna  fonnerly  used  to  include 
both  libel  and  slander,  as  those  terms  are  now  understood.  Hence, 
slander  was  defined  as  any  false.or  malicious  and  personal  imputation 
effected  by  writings,  picture  or  signs,  and  tending  to  alter  the  party's 
situation  in  society  for  the  worse.  If  it  was  desired  to  make  any 
distinction,  between  the  two,  one  was  spoken  of  as  written  slander, 
and  the  other  as  spoken  slander.**  At  the  present  day,  however,  the 
term  slander  is  confined  to  defamatory  words  spoken.**  Slander,  as 
now  understood,  has  been  defined  as  the  speaking  of  base  and  defama- 
tory words  whic^  tend  to  the  prejudice  of  the  reputation,  office,  trade, 
business,  or  means  of  getting  a  living  of  another.**  Scandalum 
magnatum,  meaning  slander  of  great  men,  was  the  term  used  in 
early  English  law  to  designate  words  spoken  in  derogation  of  a  peer, 
a  judge,  or  other  great  officer  of  the  realm.  Such  a  slander  was  con- 
sidered a  more  heinous  offense  than  the  slander  of  a  common  person. 
The  doctrine  of  scandalum  magnatum,  however,  has  long  since  passed 
out  of  recognition  in  England,  being  finally  abolished  by  statute.  It 
is  said  to  be  unknown  in  the  United  States.*' 

5.  Liability  for  Oral  and  Written  Defamation  Distinguished.— 
There  is  a  well  settled  distinction  between  written  or  printed  and 
mere  oral  defamation  in  respect  to  its  actionable  character.  Much 
which  if  spoken  would  not  be  actionable  without  an  averment  of 
extrinsic  acts  or  an  allegation  and  proof  of  special  damage  when 
written  or  printed  is  actionable.**  Defamatory  words  when  spoken 
are  ordinarily  not  actionable  per  se,  unless  they  impute  a  crime;  but 
written  or  printed  words  are  actionable  when  they  subject  the  person 
to  disgrace,  ridicule,  odium  or  contempt  in  the  estimation  of  his 
friends  and  acquaintances  or  the  public.*'  The  reasons  given  to 
explain  this  distinction  are  that  written  slander  is  much  more  exten- 

9.  State  T.  Haskina,  60  Minn.  168,  Am.  Dec  773  and  note;  Williams  v. 
62  N.  W.  270,  27  L.B.A.  412.  Riddle,  145  Ky.  459,  140  S.  W.  661, 

10.  Biee  v.  Simmons,  2  Har.  (Del.)  Ana.  Gas.  1913B  1151,  39  L.B.A. 
417,  31  Am.  Dee.  766.  (N.S.)  974;  Tillson  v.  Bobbins,  68 

11.  Spence  v.  Johnson,  142  Oa.  267,  Me.  295,  28  Am.  Rep.  50;  Watson 
82  S.  E.  646,  Ann.  Caa.  1916A  1195;  v.  Trask,  6  Ohio  531,  27  Am.  Dec. 
Gambrill  v.  Schooley,  93  Md.  48,  48  271;  Colby  v.  Reynolds,  6  Yt.  489, 
Ati.  730,  86  A.  S.  R.  414,  52  L.B.A.  27  Am.  Dec.  574;  Thorley  v.  Lord 
87.  For  a  statutory  deflnition  of  slan-  Kerby,  4  Taunt.  355,  13  Rev.  Rep. 
der,  see  Ross  v.  Ward,  14  S.  D.  240,  (126,  9  Eng.  Rul.  Caa.  1  and  note. 
85  S.  W.  182,  86  A.  S.  R.  746.  Notes:  31  Am.  Dee.  561;  116  A. 

12.  J.  M.  James  Co.  v.  Continental  S.  R.  805. 

Nat.  Bank,  105  Tenn.  1,  58  S.  W.  261,  16.  Foster-Milbura  Co.  v.  Chinn, 
80  A.  S.  R.  857,  51  L.R.A.  255.         134  Ky.  424,  120  S.  W.  364,  135  A. 

13.  Sillars  v.  Collier,  151' Mass.  50,  S.  R.  417,  34  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1137; 
23  N.  E.  723,  6  iai.A,  680;  Reeves  Miller  v.  Butler,  6  Cush.  (Mass.)  71, 
V.  Winn,  97  N.  C.  246,  1  8.  E.  448,  52  Am.  Dee.  768;  Lansing  v.  Carpen- 
2  A.  S.  R.  287.  ter,  9  Wis.  540,  76  Am.  Dec.  281  and 

14.  Obaugfa  T.  Finn,  4  Ark.  110,  37  notOb 
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sively  and  permanently  injurious  to  character  than  verbal,  being  more 
widely  circulated ;  that  it  is,  therefore,  more  aggravated  and  dangerous, 
as  tending  to  breaches  of  the  peace;  and  that  the  deliberation  neces- 
sary to  prepare  and  circulate  a  written  slander  evinces  greater  malice 
in  the  slanderer,  and  is  worthy  of  stricter  punishment.  But  to  these 
reasons  it  has  been  answered  that  the  first  may  or  may  not  be  true, 
tliis  depending  on  the  circumstances  under  which  the  slander  was 
spoken  or  the  libel  published,  and  that  the  last  two  reasons  have  no 
application  to  the  question,  as  neither  the  tendency  to  a  violation  of 
the  peace  nor  malice  is  the  foundation  of  a  civil  action,  whidi  is 
merely  for  damages  for  the  wrong  done  to  reputation." 

4.  Imputations  Actionable  per  Se  or  per  Quod. — ^Words  may  be 
actionable  in  themselves  or  per  se,  or  they  may  be  actionable  only 
on  allegation  and  proof  of  special  damage  or  per  quod.  The  dis- 
tinction is  based  on  a  rule  of  evidence.  Words  of  both  classes  are 
actionable  on  the  same  grounds  and  for  the  same  reasons.  The 
noxious  quality  in  bot^  li^  in  the  fact  that  they  are  the  natural  and 
proximate  causes  of  pecuniary  damage  to  those  concerning  whom 
they  are  maliciously  uttered.  The  difference  between  them  is  in  the 
matter  of  proof  of  the  resulting  injury.^^  In  the  case  of  words 
actionable  per  se  their  injurious  character  is  a  fact  of  common  noto- 
riety, established  by  the  general  consent  of  men,  and  the  court  conse- 
quently takes  judicial  notice  of  it.  They  necessarily  import  damage, 
and  therefore  in  such  cases  general  damages  need  not  be  pleaded  or 
proved  but  are  conclusively  presumed  to  result/*  and  special  damage 
need  not  be  shown  to  sustain  the  action."  Moreover,  malice  is  pre- 
sumed as  a  matter  of  law  in  such  cases.*"*  Words  actionable  only 
per  quod  are  those  whose  injurious  effect  must  be  established  by  duo 
allegation  and  proof.*  In  determining  on  the  actionable  nature  of 
words,  courts  are  very  likely,  unless  controlled  by  precedent,  to  decide 

16.  Rice  V.  Simmons,  2  Harr,  (Del.)  Morey  v.  Morning  Journal  Ass'n,  123 
417,  31  Am.  Dee.  766.  N.  Y.  207,  25  N.  E.  161,  20  A.  S.  R.  730 

17.  Notes:  12  Am.  Dec.  39;  9  Eng.  and  note,  9  L.R.A.  621;  Woodhouse 
Rul.  Cas.  11.  V.  Powlee,  43  Wash.  617,  86  Pac.  1063, 

18.  ChilderB  v.  San  Jose  Mercury  117  A.  S.  R.  1079,  11  Ann.  Cas.  64, 
Printing,  etc.,  Co.,  105  Cal.  284,  38  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  783. 

Pac.  903,  45  A.  S.  R.  40;  Tracy  v.      20.  Abraham  v.  Baldwin,  52  Fla. 

Hacket,  19  Ind.  App.  133,  49  N.  E.  151,  42  So.  591,  10  Ann.  Cas.  1148, 

185,  65  A.  S.  R.  398  and  note.  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1051;  State  v.  Brady, 

19.  Sternberg  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Miller,  44  Kan.  435,  24  Pac.  948,  21  A.  S.  R. 
etc.,  Mfg.  Co.,  170  Fed.  298,  95  C.  296,  9  L.R.A.  606;  Tresca  v.  Maddox, 
C.  A.  494, 18  Ann.  Cas.  69;  Melcher  V.  11  La.  Ann.  206,  66  Am,  Dec.  198 
Beeler,  48  Colo.  233,  110  Pac  181, 139  and  note;-  Qilman  v.  Lowell,  8  Wend. 
A.  S.  R.  273  and  note;  Newbit  V.  Stat-  (N.  Y.)  673,  24  Am.  Dec.  96  and 
uck,  35  Jfe.  315,  58  Am.  Dec.  706  and  note. 

note;  Cooper  V.  Romney,  49  Mont.  119,      1.  McDonald  v.  Lee,  246  Pa.  St. 

141  Pac.  289,  Ann.  Cas.  1916A  596:  263,  92  AU.  135,  UR.A.1916B  916. 
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in  accordance  with  the  general  and  fixed  opinion  of  the  particular 
locality  as  to  the  damaging  effect  of  the  charge  contained  in  ^e  words. 
Hence,  the  decisions  are  apt  to  vary  with  Uie  moral  and  social  con- 
dition and  views  of  different  communities.'  In  certain  instances, 
where  the  utterance  of  the  defradant  is  not  clearly  actionable  per  ae, 
the  surrounding  circumstancra  and  conditions  must  be  taken  into 
account  to  determine  the  matter,*  though  not  the  innuendoes  in  the 
pleadings.*  Where  the  civil  law  prevails,  the  courts  are  not  bound 
by  the  common  law  distinction  between  words  actionable  per  se  and 
those  requiring  proof  of  q>edal  damage.* 

IL  Imputations  Rbgakdbd  ab  Defauatory 


Statements  Imputing  Crime 

5.  In  General. — Any  printed  or  written  statement  which  falsely 
and  maliciously  charges  another  witii  tiie  commission  of  a  crime  is 
libelous  per  se.*  If  the  statement  is  made  orally  it  is  actionable  per 
ae,  if  proof  of  the  commission  of  the  act  of  whidi  the  party  is  accused 
would  subject  him  to  an  indictment  for  a  crime  involving  moral 
turpitude,'  or  would  make  him  liable  to  a  punishment  infamous  in 
character,*  or  to  one  which,  if  not  necessarily  ignominious,  would 


2.  Note:  12  Am.  Dec.  39.  Dispatch  Co.,  65  Mo.  539,  27  Am.  Rep. 

3.  Cole  V.  Millspaugh,  111  Minn.  293;  World  Pub.  Co.  v.  Mullen,  43 
159,  126  N.  W.  626,  137  A.  S.  E.  546  Neb.  126.  61  N.  W.  108.  47  A.  S.  R. 
and  note,  20  Ami.  Cas.  717,  28  hJLA,  737  and  note;  Palmer  v.  Concord,  48 
(N.S.)  152.  N.  H.  211,  97  Am.  Dec.  605;  Barnes 

4.  Woflford  V.  Meeks,  129  Ala.  349,  v.  Campbell,  59  N.  H.  128,  47  Am. 
30  So.  625,  87  A.  S.  B.  66,  55  L.R.A.  Rep.  183;  King  v.  Patterson,  49  N. 
214.    See  infra,  par.  151.  J.  L.  417,  9  Atl.  705,  60  Am.  Rep. 

5.  Warner  v.  Clark,  46  La.  Ann.  622;  Klinck  v.  Colby,  48  N.  Y.  427, 
863,  13  So.  203,  21  L.R.A,  502;  Tarle-  7  Am.  Rep.  360;  Upton  v.  Hume,  24 
ton  V.  Lagarde,  46  La.  Ann.  1368,  16  Ore.  420.  33  Pac.  810,  41  A.  S.  R. 
So.  180,  49  A.  S.  B.  353,  26  hS.JL  863,  21  L.R.A.  493;  Conroy  v.  Pitts- 
325.  burgh  Times,  139  Pa.  St.  334,  21  Aa 

6.  Chillers  v.  San  Jose  Mercury  154,  23  A.  S.  R.  IBS,  11  L.R.A.  725; 
Printing,  etc,  Co.,  105  Cal.  284,  38  Holt  v.  Parsons,  23  Tex.  9,  76  Am. 
Pae.  903,  45  A.  S.  R.  40;  Jones  v.  Dec.  49;  Belo  v.  Fuller,  84  Tex.  450^ 
Townsend,  21  Fla.  431,  58  Am.  Rep.  19  S.  W.  616,  31  A.  S.  R.  75;  Sweencfy 
676;  Tracy  v.  Hacket,  19  Ind.  App.  v.  Baker,  13  W.  Va.  158,  31  Am.  R^ 
133,  48  N.  E.  185,  65  A.  S.  R.  398  ;  757.  As  to  the  necessity  of  malioc^ 
Bacon  V.  Mieb.  Cent.  R.  Co.,  55  Mich,  nee  infra,  par.  65. 

224,  21  N.  W.  324,  54  Am.  Rep.  372  ;     7.  Martin  v.  StiUweU,  13  Johns.  (N. 
Bronson  v.  Bruce,  59  Mich.  467,  26  T.)  275,  7  Am.  Dec.  374;  Eaucber 
K.  W.  671,  60  Am.  Rep.  307;  McAl-  Blinn,  29  Ohio  St  62,  23  Am.  Bep. 
lister  T.  Detroit  Free  Press  Co.,  76  727. 

Mich.  338,  43  N.  W.  431,  15  A.  S.  R.  8.  Elliot  t.  Ailsbeny,  2  Bibb  (Ey.) 
318;  Boehmer  v.  Detroit  Free  Press  473,  5  Am.  Dee.  631:  Brite  t.  Oill, 
Co.,  94  Mich.  7,  53  N.  W.  822,  34  2  T.  B.  Mon.  (Ky.)  65,  15  Am.  Dec. 
A.  S.  R.  318:  Johnson  t.  St  Louis  122;  Shafer  t.  Abalt  4S  Md.  17L  30 
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bring  disgrace  upon  him.*  An  offense  answers  ihis  description  if  it 
is  punishable  by  imprisonment  in  a  state  prison^^*  that  is,  if  it  is  a 
felony.^^  It  must  be  admitted,  however,  that  the  statement  of  the 
rule  as  to  when  oral  wonk  charging  a  crime  are  actionable  per  se 
varies  considerably  in  different  jurisdictions.^'  In  fact  from  the 
rather  loose  expressions  to  be  found  in  some  of  the  cases  it  would 
seem  that  if  liie  offense  charged  is  indictable,  that  circumstance 
alone  is  sufficient  to  make  the  proof  of  special  damage  unnecessary 
to  sustain  the  action.  It  is  doubtful,  however,  if  the  courts  apparently 
holding  such  a  doctrine  ever  intended  to  adopt  so  broad  a  rule.^' 

6.  Necessity  that  Cliarge  Involve  Indictable  Offense  or  One  Not 
Punishable  Only  by  Fine. — ^In  England,  to  make  spoken  words  action- 
able per  se  the  offense  charged  must  be  punishable  by  imprisonment 
and  not  merely  by  a  fine,  although  it  is  not  necessary  that  it  be 
indictable.^^  In  the  United  States  there  is  authority  to  the  effect 
that  words  involving  mor^  turpitude,  and  subjecting  the  offender  to 
corporal  punishment,  are  actionable  per  se,  regardless  of  the  place 
of  confinement,  whether  it  be  a  state  prison  or  a  local  house  of  cor- 
rection,'* but  as  a  general  rule  the  offense  must  be  indictable.'*  In- 
stances are,  however,  not  unknown  wherein  the  charging  of  an  offense 
punishable  only  by  fine,  which  is  recoverable  by  complaint  and  war- 
rant, not  by  indictment,  has  been  held  actionable  per  se,  if  the 
element  of  disgrace  is  involved  in  the  slander,  as  for  example  in  the 
case  of  a  charge  of  fornication."  If  the  offense  charged  is  cognizable 
only  by  court  martial,  as  for  example  where  a  person  has  been  called 
a  deserter,  no  action  lies  unless  special  damage  is  shown.** 

7.  Form  of  Imputation;  Charging  Criminal  Intent  or  Past  Of- 
fenses.— It  is  not  necessary  that  the  crime  charged  against  the  injured 
party  be  named  to  render  the  words  actionable.  For  example,  tc 
charge  that  one  has  committed  a  crime  for  which  capital  punishment 
may  be  inflicted  is  actionable  per  se  though  the  crime  Is  not  desig- 
nated.'*  Moreover,  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  charge  be  made  in 

Am.  Sep.  466;  Bnndy    Hart,  46  Ifo.  rale,  see  12  Am.  Dee.  41  et<seq.  note. 

460,  2  Am.  Rep.  526;  Brooker  t.  Cof-  IS.  Note:  12  Am.  Dee.  41. 

fin,  5  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  188,  4  Am.  Dec  14.  Note:  9  Eng.  RuL  Cas.  11. 

337;  Alfele      Wright,  17  Ohio  St.  16.  Posnett  v.  Marble,  62  Vt  481, 

238,  93  Am.  Dec.  615;  Kaueher  r.  20  Atl.  813,  22  A.  S.  B.  126, 11  L.R.A. 

Blinn,  29  Ohio  St  62,  23  Am.  Rep.  162. 

727.  18.  Anonymous,  60  N.  T.  262,  » 

9.  Abrams  v.  Foshee,  3  la.  274,  66  Am.  Rep.  174. 

Am.  Dec  77  and  note.  17.  Kelley  v.  Flaherty,  16  R.  I.  234, 

10.  Qndger  v.  Penland,  108  N.  C.  14  Atl.  876,  27  A.  8.  B.  739. 

am,  13  S.  E.  168,  23  A.  8.  R.  73  and  18.  Hollingsworth  v.  Shaw,  19  Ohio 

note.  St.  430,  2  Am.  Rep.  411. 

11.  Haines  v.  Campbell,  74  Md.  168,  19.  Brewer  v.  Weakley,  2  Overt. 
28  A.  8.  R.  240  and  note.  (Tenn.)  99,  5  Am.  Dee.  656. 

12.  For  various  statements  of  the  Note:  9  Eng.  Rnl.  Cos.  U. 
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express  terms.  If  the  statemeDt  would  naturally  and  presumably 
be  understood  by  Uiose  to  whom  it  is  published  as  accusing  one  of 
Clime,  the  words  are  actionable.**  On  the  other  hand,  a  person  may 
be  accused,  in  so  many  words,  of  an  act  which  is  criminal,  and  yet 
the  statement  may  not  be  actionable  because  the  term  was  used  in 
a  different  sense.  For  example,  where  an  agency  was  chained  with 
boycotting  certain  persons,  the  words  were  held  not  actionable,  though 
boycotting  had  been  made  a  crime  by  statute,  on  the  ground  that 
the  word  was  not  used  in  the  statutory  sense.'  Words  which  merely 
impute  a  criminal  intention  to  another  have  been  held  not  to  be 
actionable,  since  such  an  intent  is  not  a  violation  of  law,  particularly 
when  such  language  amounts  to  a  mere  assertion  or  expre»ion  of 
f^inion  as  to  what  will  be  the  future  conduct  or  character  of  another. 
Thus,  it  has  been  held,  an  action  cannot  be  sustained  for  saying  of 
the  plaintiff  that  be  is  going  to  start  and  maintain  a  house  of  ill  fame.' 
Nor  is  it  slanderous  per  se  for  one  to  charge  another  with  tiireatening 
to  assault  and.  kill  a  third  person.*  It  has  been  held  that  a  complaint 
in  slander  setting  forth  words  clearly  charging  a  desire  to  commit 
a  crime,  as  adultery,  but  not  the  act  does  not  state  facts  sufficient  to 
constitute  a  cause  of  action.*  There  are,  however,  some  early  English 
authorities  to  the  effect  that  it  \a  slanderous  per  se  to  charge  one  with 
soliciting  the  commission  of  crime.'  A  false  publication  in  a  news- 
p^er,  charging  that  a  person  has  been  a  convict  in  a  state  peniten- 
tiary, is  libelous  per  se  *  and  it  seems  that  a  person  charged  wi^  crime 
may  maintain  an  action  for  libel  or  slander  if,  before  the  speaking  of 
the  words,  a  pardon  has  been  granted  to  him.  In  fact  the  opinion 
has  been  expressed  tiiat  even  though  the  words  charging  a  criminal 
offense  expressly  fixed  such  offense  to  a  particular  period,  since  which 
the  liability  to  punishment  therefor  must  have  been  discharged  by 
a  general  pardon,  yet  the  words  were  actionable  as  the  scandal  of  the 
offense  remained.' 

8.  Charge  of  Arrest,  Indictment  or  Accusation  of  Crime. — A  fali^e 
publication  charging  that  one  has  been  arrested  for  crime  appears  to 
be  governed  by  the  same  principles  as  deliberate  accusations  of  crime, 
and  hence  is  libelous  per  se,*  as  is  also  a  charge  that  a  person  has  been 

20.  Belo  V.  Fuller,  84  Tex.  450,  19  4.  K.  v.  H.,  20  Wis.  239,  91  Am. 
S.  W.  616,  31  A.  S.  R.  75.  Dee.  397. 

1.  Aatruc  v.  Star  Co.,  193  Fed.  631,     5.  Note:  25  L.R.A.  435. 

113  C.  C.  A.  499,  40  LJl.A.(N.S.)  6.  State  v.  Brady,  44  Kan.  435,  24 
79.  Pac.  948,  21  A.  8.  R.  296,  9  L.R.A. 

2.  Fanning  v.  Chace,  17  R.  I.  388,  606. 

22  4tl.  275,  33  A.  S.  R.  878  and  note,  7.  Shipp  v.  McCraw,  7  N.  C.  463, 
13  L.R.A.  134.  9  Am.  Deo.  611  (discussed,  not  de- 

3.  Mitchell  v.  Donanaki,  28  R.  L  cided).    See  infra,  par.  26. 

94,  65  Atl.  611,  125  A.  S.  R.  717,  12  8.  Hanson  v.  Krehbiel.  68  Kan.  670. 
Ann.  Cas.  1019,  9  L.R-A.(N.S.)  171.  75  Pac.  1041,  104  A.  S.  R.  422,  64 
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indicted  for  crime.*  A  statement  that  one  has  been  accused  of 
horse  stealing,  had  sued  his  accusers  and  that  the  defendants  in 
such  suit  had  had  a  verdict  has  been  held  to  impute  the  crime  of 
grand  larceny  and  therefore  to  be  actionable  per  se.^*>  Likewise,  a 
false  and  malicious  publication  that  one's  house  had  been  searched, 
under  legal  process,  for  stolen  goods  suppceed  to  have  been  secreted 
therein,  has  been  held  libelous  per  se.*' 

9.  Charge  of  Crime  Committed  in  Another  Jurisdiction. — A  false 
accusation  of  the  commission  of  crime  may  be  actionable,  though 
the  offense  is  stated  to  have  been  committed  in  another  jurisdiction 
than  that  in  which  the  accusation  is  made."  When  the  question 
is  raised  as  to  whether  or  not  an  act  charged  to  have  been  committed 
in  a  foreign  jurisdiction  is  a  crime,  it  appears  to  be  the  rule  that 
such  question  will  be  determined  in  the  following  manner:  If  the 
act  involves  moral  turpitude  or  is  such  an  offense  as  is  puni^able 
generally  as  a  crime  in  civilized  countries,  the  act  will  be  regarded 
as  criminal  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  an  action  of  libel  or 
slander  for  die  utterance  of  the  same,  without  further  proof,^*  but 
otherwise  it  is  necessary  for  the  plaintiff  to  plead  and  prove  that 
the  act  had  been  made  a  crime  by  the  law  of  the  j  urisdiction  wherein 
it  was  committed.'*  It  has  also  been  held  that  if  the  words  com- 
plained of  charge  an  offense  involving  moral  turpitude  and  pun^- 
able  by  the  law  of  the  state  where  they  were  uttered,  they  are  actionable 
per  se,  though  the  offense  was  stated  to  have  been  committed  in 
another  state." 

Charges  of  Crime  against  Person 

10.  Charge  of  Homicide. — A  false  charge  of  homicide  is  clearly 
actionable  per  s©.**  In  determining  whether  such  a  charge  has  been 
made,  the  words  uttered  are  to  be  understood  in  the  same  sense  in 
which  the  hearers  understood  them.   The  old  doctrine  that  slander 


L.R.A.  790;  Brewer  v.  Chase,  121 
Mich.  526,  80  N.  W.  575,  80  A.  S.  R. 
527,  48  L.R.A.  397;  Belo  v.  Fuller, 
84  Tel.  450,  19  S.  W.  616,  31  A.  S. 
R.  75. 

9.  Jones  v.  Townsend,  21  Fla.  431, 
58  Am.  Rep.  676;  Witham  v.  Atlanta 
Journal,  124  Ga.  688,  53  S.  E.  105, 
4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  977;  Pelton  v.  Ward, 
3  Caines  (N.  Y.)  73,  2  Am.  Dec.  251. 
•  10.  Johnson  v.  St.  Louis  Dispatch 
Co.,  65  Mo.  539,  27  Am.  Rep.  293. 

11.  State  V.  Smily,  37  Ohio  St.  30, 
41  Am.  Hep.  487. 

12.  Brewer  v.  Weakley,  2  Overt. 
(Tenn.)  99,  5  Am.  Dec.  656. 


13.  Hellen  t.  Times-Minor  Co.,  167 
Cal.  587,  140  Pac.  277,  Ann.  Cas. 
1915C  766  (charge  of  carrjing  arms 
to  Mexican  insurgents) ;  Shipp  v.  Mc- 
Craw,  7  N.  C.  463,  9  Am.  Dec.  611  and 
note;  Crashley  v.  Press  Pub.  Co.,  179 
N.  Y.  27,  71  N.  E.  258,  1  Ann.  Cas. 
196  and  note  (charge  of  taking  part 
in  a  revolt  in  Brazil). 

14.  Bundy  v.  Hart,  46  Mo.  460,  2 
Am.  Rep.  525. 

15.  Klumph  V.  Dunn,  66  Pa.  St.  141, 
5  Am.  Rep.  355. 

16.  Anthony  v.  Stephens,  1  Mo. 
13  Am.  Dec.  497. 

Note:  9  Eng.  Rut.  Cas.  11. 
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must  be  direct  so  as  to  exclude  every  intendment,  and  that  words  in 
all  cases  must  be  taken  in  mitiori  wnsu  has  been  long  since  exploded. 
Hence,  although  a  charge  that  one  has  split  the  head  of  another  in 
two  with  a  cleaver  may  not  have  been  actionable  at  a  time  when  words 
in  all  cases  were  taken  in  mitiori  sensu,  such  a  charge  would  no 
doubt  be  held  defamatory  at  the  present  day.^'  The  cMef  difiSculty 
in  questions  of  this  nature  lies  in  the  construction  of  the  words  spoken. 
On  the  one  hand,  it  has  been  held  that  a  charge  that  a  chauffeur 
"killed  a  little  child"  or  "mangled  little  tots"  does  not  necessarily 
import  a  felonious  inteut^*  Similarly,  although  a  charge  that  one 
has  poisoned  another  may  be  actionable  per  ae,^*  it  has  been  held 
that  merely  chaxging  that  a  person  administered  morphine  to  another 
on  the  day  he  made  his  will,  and  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  that  the 
plaintiff's  daughters  would  not  have  gotten  the  property  which  they 
did  is  not  actionable  per  se  in  that  it  imports  a  charge  neither  of 
murder  nor  manslaughter***  On  the  other  hand,  a  charge  that 
several  gueste  had  died  at  a  hotel,  and  that  they  were  hurried  away, 
coupled  with  v£irious  insinuations  to  the  effect  that  the  proprietor  was 
getting  rich  too  fast  and  that  efforts  were  being  made  to  cover  up 
crimes  committed  in  the  hotel,  has  been  held  actionable  per  se  as 
imputing  homicide.*  It  is  clearly  libelous  to  charge  a  physician  with 
professional  misconduct,  resulting  in  the  death  of  a  diild,*  as  it  is 
also  to  assert  that  a  physician  has  introduced  smallpox  into  a  .  town 
to  increase  his  practice,  and  has  killed  a  person  by  exposing  him  to 
Hie  disease.*  In  spite  of  earlier  decisions  to  the  contrary,  it  is  not 
necessary  for  the  plaintiff,  when  charged  with  murder,  to  show 
the  death  of  the  person  said  to  have  been  murdered.  It  is  sufBcient 
if  the  existence  of  ^e  person  alleged  to  have  been  murdered  was  not 
known  to  those  in  whose  presence  the  words  were  spoken.* 

11.  Charge  of  Assault  and  Battery. — To  accuse  another,  in  writr 
ing,  with  having  committed  assault  and  battery,  which  is  a  crime,  is 
actionable  per  se,'  And  the  charge  need  not  be  made  in  as  clear  and 
e3q)licit  a  manner  as  is  required  in  an  indictment*  For  example, 
where  a  newspaper,  after  alluding  to  certain  assanltg  and  other  out- 

17.  Stallings  v.  Newman,  26  Ala.  S.  Purple  Horton,  13  Wend.  (N. 
300,  62  Am.  Dec  723.  Y.)  9,  27  Am.  Dec  167. 

18.  Diener  v.  Star-Cbronicle  Pub.  4.  Stallings  v.  Newman,  26  Ala.  300, 
Co.,  230  Mo.  613,  132  a  W,  1143,  33  62  Am.  Dec.  723. 

LJt.A.(N.S.)  216.  5.  Hanson  v.  Krehbiel,  68  Kan.  670, 

19.  Barfield  v.  Britt,  47  N.  C.  41,  75  Pac  1041,  104  A.  S.  R.  422,  64 
62  Am.  Dec  190.  L.R.A.*790;  Lnndin  v.  Post  Pub.  Co., 

80.  MeFadin  t.  David,  78  lad.  445,  217  Mass.  213,  104  N.  £.  480,  62 
41  Am.  Rep.  587.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  207. 

1.  Harrison  v.  Findley,  23  Ind.  265,     6.  World  Pub.  Co.  v.  Mnllen,  43 


2.  Foster  t.  Scripps,  39  Mich.  376,  737  (overruling  earlier  decision),  die- 


85  Am.  Dee.  456. 


Neb.  126,  61  N.  W.  108,  47  A.  S.  R. 


33  Am.  Rep.  403. 
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rages  perpetrated  by  ruffians  on  railroad  passengers,  proceeded  to  state 
that  the  plaintiff  "appears  to  have  been  in  coUusictji  with  the  ruffian&y" 
such  a  charge  was  hdid  libelous  per  ae.^ 

Charget  of  Crime  against  Property 

12.  Charge  of  Larceny. — ^To  chaise  a  person  with  theft  or  larceny 
is  actionable  per  se,  though  the  charge  is  made  orally  and  although 
the  language  used  does  not  necessarily  impute  a  felony.^  An  accusa- 
tion of  larcffliy  may  take  various  forms.  To  charge  one  with  having 
committed  larceny,  when  the  word  larceny  is  used  in  the  accusation, 
is  clearly  actionable.*  Likewise,  if  a  person  is  called  a  thief,***  or  is 
accused  of  theft,**  or  of  being  a  downright  thief,**  or  a  thieving 
puppy,**  there  is  little  question,  as  a  rule,  but  that  a  charge  of  larceny 
has  been  made.  But  if  the  word  tliief  is  used  in  a  sense  not  intended 
to  impute  a  felony,  as  for  example  if  it  is  accompanied  by  other 
words  showing  that  it  is  employed  in  reference  to  a  mere  breach  of 
trust,  the  statement  is  not  defamatory.*^  Nor  is  a  charge  of  stealing 
actionable  if  at  the  time  the  accusation  occurs  an  explanation  of 
the  statement  is  made  and  the  same  is  understood  by  aJl  present  to 
deprive  the  words  of  their  criminal  character.**  Also,  where  several 
charges  are  uttered  in  rapid  succ^on,  so  that  they  qualify  each 
other,  the  entire  statement  may  not  be  actionable  when  the  terms 
are  construed  together,  even  though  one  of  the  assertions  was  that 
the  peraon  was  a  thief.**  To  accuse  another  of  having  stolen  prop- 
erty which  is  a  subject  of  larceny  clearly  imputes  a  charge  of  crime, 
as  a  rule,  and  hence  is  actionable  per  se.*'  To  charge  one  with  having 


7.  Snyder  v.  Fulton,  34  Md.  128,  6  53  Am.  Rep.  320;  Neal  t.  Lewis,  2 
Am.  Rep.  314.  Bay  (S.  C.)  204,  1  Am.  Dec.  640; 

8.  Quigley  v.  McKee,  12  Ore.  22,  6  Ross  v.  Ward,  14  S.  D.  240,  85  N.  W. 
Pac  347,  53  Am.  Rep.  320.  182,  86  A.  S.  R.  746;  Sweeney  v. 

Note:  9  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  11.  Baker,  13  W.  Va.  158,  31  Am.  Rep. 

9.  Brown  v.  Barnes,  39  Mich.  211,  757. 

33  Am.  Rep.  375;  Cincinnati  Gazette  11.  Markham  t.  Russell,  12  Alien 

Co.  V.  Timberlake,  10  Ohio  St.  548,  (Mass.)  573,  90  Am.  Dec  169;  Par- 

78  Am.  Dec.  285;  B  v.  I  ,  22  sons  v.  Bellows,  6  N.  H.  289,  25  Am. 

Wis.  372,  94  Am.  Dec.  604.  Dec.  461;  Miller  v.  Kerr,  2  McCord 

10.  Abraham  v.  Baldwin,  52  Pla.  L.  (S.  C.)  285,  13  Am.  Dec  722. 
151,  42  So.  591,  10  Ann.  Cas.  1148,  12.  Callahan  v.  Ingram,  122  Mo. 
10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1051;  Sheahan  v.  Col-  355,  26  S.  W.  1020,  43  A.  S.  R.  583. 
lins,  20  IlL  325,  71  Am.  Dec  271;  13.  Little  v.  Barlow,  26  Ga.  423,  71 
Reed  v.  Harper,  25  la.  87,  95  Am.  Am.  Dec  219. 

Dec  774;  Wolcott  v.  HaU,  6  Mass.  14.  Brite  v.  Qill,  2  T.  B.  Men.  (Ky.) 

514,  4  Am.  Dec  173;  Estes  v.  Autro-  65,  15  Am.  Dec.  122. 

bus,  1  Mo.  197,  13  Am.  Dec  496;  16.  Trabue  v.  Mays,  3  Dana  (Ky.) 

Trimble  v.  Poster,  87  Mo.  49,  56  Am.  138,  28  Am.  Dec  61. 

Rep.  440;  Douglass  V.  Tousey,  2  Wend.  16.  Fawsett  v.  Clark,  48  Md.  404, 

(N.  Y.)  352,  20  Am.  Dec  616;  Quig-  30  Am.  Rep.  48L 

ley  V.  McKee,  12  Ore.  22,  5  Pac.  347,  17.  Abraham  y.  Baldwin,  52  FU. 
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"taken"  a  thing,  when  the  charge  is  made  under  circumstances  which 
show  an  intent  to  charge  larceny,  is  also  actionable.*^   However,  to 

say  of  one  that  he  has  taken  a  particular  thing  is  not  actionable  per 
se,  in  the  absence  of  extrinsic  circumstances  from  which  it  may  be 
inferred  that  a  criminal  charge  is  made.  For  example,  the  words, 
"she  took  those  tickets,"  are  not  actionable  per  se,  in  the  absence  of 
explanatory  averments  in  the  petition  showing  their  application  and 
the  imputation  intraded  to  be  conveyed  thereby."  The  charge  of 
swindling  may  amount  to  a  charge  of  larceny  or  a  kindred  crime 
when  used  in  a  sense  which  would  naturally  impute  a  charge  of 
criminality  of  the  latter  character.*** 

13.  Charge  of  Embezzlement,  Robbery  or  Burglary. — A  charge  of 
embezzlement,  which  was  not  recognized  as  a  crime  at  common  law,' 
is  clearly  actionable  per  se  at  the  present  day.'  In  majay  instances, 
the  accusation  is  made  in  language  of  an  indirect  character,  and 
where  the  meaning  of  the  words  spoken  is  doubtful,  it  is  necessary  to 

151,  42  So.  591,  10  Ann.  Cas.  114S,  18.  Hineeley  t.  Sheets,  18  Ind.  App. 
10  L.R.A,(N.S.)  1051;  Jones  v.  Fore-  612,  48  N.  E.  802,  63  A.  S.  R.  356; 
hand,  89  Ga.  520,  16  S.  E.  262,  32  MeGowan  v.  Manifee,  7  T.  B.  Mon. 
A.  S.  R.  81;  OfEutt  v,  Earlywine,  4  (Ky.)  314,  18  Am.  Dec.  178;  Usher  v. 
Blackf.  (Ind.)  460,  32  Am.  Dec.  40;  Severance,  20  Me.  9,  37  Am.  Dec.  33; 
Reed.v.  Harper,  25  la.  87,  95  Am.  Estes  v.  Autroboa,  1  Mo.  197,  13  Am. 
Dec.  774;  Hxime  v.  Arrasmith,  1  Bibb  Dec.  496;  Borman  v.  Boyer,  3  Bin. 
(Ky.)  165,  4  Am.  Dec.  626;  Savoie  (Pa.)  515,  5  Am.  Dec.  380;  Nott  v. 
V.  Scanlan,  43  La.  Ann.  967,  9  So.  Stoddard,  38  Vt.  26,  88  Am.  Dec.  633. 
916,  26  A.  S.  B.  200;  Fresh  V.  Cutter,  See  also  Alabama,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v. 
73  Md.  87,  20  Atl.  774,  25  A.  8.  R.  Brooks,  69  Miss.  168,  13  So.  847,  30 
575,  10  L.R.A.  67;  Shoekey  v.  Mc-  A.  S.  R.  528. 
Cauley,  101  Md.  461,  61  Atl.  583,  4  Note:  9  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  11. 
Ann.  Cas.  921;  Wonson  v.  Say  ward,  19.  Wooten  v.  Martin,  140  Kv.  781, 
13  Pick.  (Mass.)  402,  23  Am.  Dee.  131  S.  W.  783,  Ann.  Caa.  1912B  407 
691;  Wolcott  V.  Hall,  6  Mass.  614,  4  and  note. 

Am.  Dec.  173;  Huson  v.  Dale,  19  Mich.  20.  Trenton  Mnt  Life,  etc.,  Ins.  Co. 
17,  2  Am.  Rep.  66;  Bacon  v.  Michigan  v.  Perrine,  23  N.  J.  L.  402,  57  Am. 
Cent.  B.  Co.,  55  Mich.  224,  21  N.  W,  Dec.  400;  Klinek  v.  Colby,  46  N.  Y. 
324,  54  Am.  Rep.  372;  St.  Martin  t.  427,  7  Am.  Bep.  360;  Cincinnati  Oa- 
Desnoyer,  1  Minn.  166,  61  Am.  Dec.  zette  Co.  t.  Timberlake,  10  Ohio  St. 
494;  Estes  v.  Autrobua,  1  Mo.  197,  13  548,  78  Am.  Dec  285.  Compare  Van 
Am.  Doc.  496;  Smith  v.  Burrus,  106  Tassel  t.  Capron,  1  Denio  (N.  Y.) 
Mo.  94,  16  S.  W.  881,  27  A.  S.  R.  250,  43  Am.  Dec.  667,  wherein  it  is 
329,  13  L.R.A.  59;  Lamos  v.  Snell,  held  that  no  action  lies  for  calling  a 
6  N.  H.  413,  25  Am.  Dec.  ,  468;  Shipp  man  a  swindler. 
V.  M'Craw,  7  N.  C.  463,  9  Am.  Dec.  1.  See  Eubbzzlehsht,  vol.  9,  p. 
611;  Bell  v.  McQinness,  40  Ohio  St.  1264. 

204,  48  Am.  Rep.  673;  Easterwood  v.  2.  Hoboken  Printing,  etc,  Co.  t. 
Quin,  2  Brev.  (S.  C.)  64,  3  Am.  Dec  Kahn,  59  N.  J.  L.  218,  35  Atl.  1053, 
700;  MiUer  v.  Kerr,  2  McCoid  L.  (S.  59  A.  S.  R.  585;  Hussey  t.  Norfolk 
C.)  285,  13  Am.  Dec.  722;  Sbadden  Southern  B.  Co.,  98  N.  C.  34,  3  S.  E. 
t.  MeElwee,  86  Tenn.  146,  5  S.  W.  923,  2  A.  S.  B.  312. 
602,  6  A.  S.  R.  821. 
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leave  tiie  question  as  to  their  exact  purport  to  the  jury.*  Words 
charging  merely  that  an  officer  as  a  collector  of  customs  has  failed 
to  account  f<Nr  certain  sums  paid  to  him  have  been  held  not  to  charge 
embezzlement.*  It  has  also  been  ruled  that  a  publication  by  a  pas- 
senger railway  company  that  a  conductor  was  discharged  for  failing 
to  "ring  up"  all  fares  collected  does  not  necessarily  import  a  charge 
of  embezzlement.'  On  the  other  hand  a  malicious  publication  stating 
that  the  plaintiff  obstinately  retained  in  his  hands  without  just  cause 
church  funds  which  he  had  received  as  treasurer  after  every  oppor- 
tunity had  been  exhausted  to  induce  him  honestly  to  pay  them  over 
has  been  adjudged  libelous.'  It  is  well  settled  that  it  is  actionable  per 
se  to  employ  words  imputing  to  another  the  crime  of  robbery '  or 
burglary.*  A  charge  of  "robbery"  will  be  taken  to  impute  the  crime 
of  robbery,  unless  it  is  shown  to  have  been  understood  in  some  other 
sense.  But  the  word  "rob"  is  not  actionable  where  it  appears  that 
there  was  'no  intention  to  impute  the  crime  of  robbery.  Thus,  where 
it  appears  that  the  word  "robbed"  was  used  to  indicate,  not  a  taking 
by  force  and  violence,  but  rather  a  taking  by  fraud  and  wrong,  the 
charge  being  that  l^e  plaintiff  "cheated  and  robbed  orphan  children 
out  of"  a  certain  sum  of  money,  the  words  have  been  held  to  be  not 
actionable  per  se.* 

14.  Various  Forms  of  Charges  Involving  the  Taking  of  Property.— 
A  charge  of  larceny  or  robbery  need  not  be  made  in  the  form-  of  a 
positive  assertion  to  render  it  defamatory.**  For  example,  the  state- 
ment "I  believe  he  stole  money"  is  actionable.*'  Likewise,  the  dec- 
laration that  one  "will  venture  anything"  that  the  person  has  stolen 
something  is  a  sufficient  imputation  of  the  crime  of  larceny  to  war- 
rant the  recovery  of  damages.'*  A  written  statement  in  regard  to 
the  robbery  of  a  safe,  as  follows,  "Turn  your  searchlights  on  your 
treasurer  and  you  will  find  where  the  money  went,"  has  also  been 
held  acticmable  per  se.'*  The  fact  that  the  words  claimed  to  be 
slanderous  are  expressed  in  the  form  of  a  question  does  not  relieve 

3.  Edwards  v.  Chandler,  14  Mich.  Printing,  etc.,  Co.,  105  Gal.  284,  38 
471,  90  Am.  Dec.  249.  Pac.  903,  45  A.  S.  R.  40;  Alfele  v. 

4.  Ooodiich  V.  Hooper,  97  UasB.  1,  Wright,  17  Ohio  St.  238,  93  Am.  Dec. 
93  Am.  Dec.  49.  G15  (charge  of  breaking  into  a  store). 

5.  Pittsburgh,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Mc-  9.  Flaacke  v.  Stratford,  72  N.  J. 
Curdy,  114  Pa.  St.  554,  8  Atl.  230,  L.  487,  64  Atl.  146,  5  Ann.  Caa.  854 
60  Am.  Rep.  363.  and  note.  . 

6.  Holt  V.  Parsons,  23  Tex.  9,  76  10.  See  infra,  par.  56. 

Am.  Dec.  49.  11.  Faris  v.  Starke,  9  Dana  (Ky.) 

7.  Sheahan  v.  Collins;  20  III.  325,  128,  33  Am.  Deo.  536. 

71  Am.  Dec.  271;  Hardin  v.  Cumstock,  12.  Nye  v.  Otis,  8  Mass.  121,  5  Am. 
2  A.  K.  Marsh.  (Ky.)  480,  12  Am.  Dec. -79. 

Dec.  427;  Klinck  v.  Colby,  46  N.  Y.  18.  Logan  v.  Hodgaa,  146  N.  C.  38, 
427,  7  Am.  Rep.  360.  69  S.  E.  349,  14  Ann.  Cas.  103. 

8.  Childers  t.  San  Jose  Mercury 

272 


Digitized  by  Google 


17  E.  C.  U 


LIBEL  AND  SLANDER 


«14 


&e  ^aker  of  Habilily.^*  But  the  statement  made  must  impute  a 
crime.  For  example,  a  statement  to  the  effect  that  a  certain  parcel 
never  left  the  office  of  a  poetma&ter  is  too  indefinite  to  sustain  an 
action  on  an  allegation  of  a  charge  of  larceny.'"  Moreover,  to  charge 
one  with  stealing  that  which  cannot  be  stolen  is  not  of  itself  action* 
able.  Thus,  charging  one  with  stealing  marl,  which  ia  a  part  of 
the  freehold,'*  or  a  sable  caught  in  a  trap  and  not  the  subject  of 
larceny,''  or  with  stealing  windows  from  a  house,  which  is  a  tres- 
pass but  not  larceny,  is  not  defamatory  as  an  imputation  of  larceny.^* 
Nor  is  an  accusation  charging  one  partner  with  stealing  the  partner- 
ship goods  actionable  per  se,  since  tlie  act  does  not  constitute  larceny.'* 
But  in  those  jurisdictions  where  it  is  criming  to  steal  a  dog,"  or  a 
door  key,'  or  boots  from  a  dead  body  cast  ashore  from  a  wreck,*  an 
accusation  of  having  been  guilty  of  such  conduct  is  actionable  per 
se.  It  has  been  held,  in  an  action  of  slander,  wherein,  the  words 
charged  to  have  been  spoken  by  the  defendant  were  that  the  plain- 
tiff "had  stolen  com  out  of  G's  field,"  that  if  the  conversation,  in 
the  course  of  which  the  alleged  words  were  spoken,  showed  that  the 
defendant  referred  to  "standing  com,"  the  plaintiff  could  not  recover, 
the  larceny  oj  standing  com  being  only  an  indictable  offense,  made 
so  by  statute,  but  not  of  an  ibfamous  chanicter,  or  subject  to  an  infa- 
mous or  disgraceful  punishment'  Since  the  property  concerning 
which  a  charge  of  robbery  is  made  must  be  such  as  in  law  may  be 
tiie  subject  of  robbery,  it  might  seem  that  the  use  of  the  words  "rob* 
ber"  and  "robbed,"  without  reference  to  any  property,  as  for  instance 
saying  to  one,  "You  are  a  robber,"  or  "You  robbed,"  and  nothing 
else,  would  not  in^ute  a  crime,  and  hence  would  not  constitute 
actionable  slander.  Certainly  an  oral  diai^e  of  robbery  is  not  neces- 
sarily slanderous,  and  as  a  general  proposition  the  connection  of  such 
words,  when  used,  must  be  considered  in  determining*  whether  they 
import  a  crime.*  However,  as  it  is  well  settled  that  words  imputing 
Che  crime  of  robbery  are  actionable  per  se,*  it  has  been  held  that  a 
charge  of  "robbery"  will  be  taken  to  impute  the  crime  of  robbery 
unless  it  is  shown  to  have  been  understood  in  some  other  sense.* 

14.  Eifert      Sawyer,  2  Nott  &  IL  480,  15  Am.  Rep.  356. 

(S.  G.)  611,  10  Am.  Dee.  633.  1.  Hoskins  t.  Tarrance,  5  Blaekf. 

15.  Bailey  v.  Hyde,  3  Conn.  463,  8  (Ind.)  417,  35  Am.  Dec.  129  and  note. 
Am.  Dec.  202.  2.  Wonson  v.  Sayward,  13  Pick. 

16.  Ogden  v.  RUcty,  14  N.  J.  L.  186,  (Mass.)  402,  23  Am.  Dec.  691. 

25  Am.  Dee.  613.  3.  StitzeU  v.  Reynolds,  67  Pa.  St 

17.  Norton  t.  Ladd,  6  N.  H.  203,  20  54,  6  Am.  Rep.  396. 

Am.  Deo.  673.  4.  Flaacke  v.  Stratford,  72  N.  J.  L. 

18.  Wing  T.  Wing,  66  Me.  62,  22  487,  64  Atl.  146,  5  Amu  Cas.  854 
Am.  Rep.  648.  and  note. 

19.  Alfele  v.  Wright,  17  Ohio  St.  5.  See  preceding  paragraph. 
238,  93  Am.  Dee.  615.  6.  Note:  5  Ann.  Caa.  856, 

80.  Harrington  v.  Hiles,  11  Kan. 
B.  C.  L.  Vol.  XVn,— 18.  273 
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15.  Charge  of  Arson. — ^There  is  no  qu^tion  but  that  an  imputation 
of  arson  is  actionable  per  se.'  Since  it  did  not  constitute  a  crime  at 
common  law  for  one  to  bum  his  own  property,  it  has  been  held  that 
it  was  not  slanderous  to  say  of  one  that  "he  burnt  it  himself,"  tliereby 
meaning  to  charge  that  he  burned  a  store  which  he  owned. ^  It  should 
be  noted,  however,  that  the  crime  of  arson  has  been  extended  by 
statute  in  most  jurisdictions  to  embrace  many  forms  of  burning  which 
were  not  criminal  at  common  law,  and  therefore  in  determining 
whether  or  not  an  imputation  contains  a  charge  of  arson  it  is  neces- 
sary that  these  statutes  be  consulted.*  In  numerous  instances,  the 
courts  have  been  called  on  to  determine  whether  charges  that  one 
has  "fired,"  "put  fire  to,"  "set  fire,"  "burned,"  or  "burnt"  property 
fairly  imputes  the  crime  of  arson.  This  question  must  l>e  determined 
in  each  case  in  view  of  all  the  surrounding  circumstances.'* 

Charges  of  Crime  Involving  Fraud 

16.  Bribery,  Corruption,  Graft  and  Kindred  Charges. — A  charge  of 
bribery  or  corruption  is  gener^dly,  if  not  invariably,  regarded  as 
actionable.*'  The  chief  difficulty  in  such  cases  lies  in  determining 
whether  such  an  accusation  has  been  made,  this  beiifg  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  words  used  are  frequently  those  of  the  popular  slang 
of  the  day.  But  if  the  meaning  is  clear,  though  the  terms  used  are 
not  found  in  the  standard  dictionaries  and  other  authorities,  the  per- 
son injured  is  entitled  to  recover.'^  Thus,  it  has  been  held  that,  to 
speak  of  the  probability  that  certain  members  of  a  jury  will  fail  to 
agree  on  a  verdict,  and  to  add  in  the  same  connection  that  those  mem* 
hers  are  believed  to  be  known,  "and  that  the  whereabouts  of  Colonel 
Mamma  are  also  known,"  is  equivalent  to  diaxg^g  that  a  corrupt 
application  of'  money  has  been  made  to  affect  the  action  of  the  jurors 
to  whom  the  allusion  is  made.'*  Similarly,  to  accuse  one  of  "having 

7.  Waters  v.  Jonee,  3  Port.  (Ala.)  11.  Daopfainy  v.  Buhne,  153  Cal. 
442,  29  Am.  Dec.  261;  Logan  v.  Steele,  767,  96  Pac.  880,  126  A.  S.  R.  136 
1  Bibb  (Ky.)  593,  4  Am.  Dec.  659;  and  note  (councilman  charged  with 
Nolan  V.  Traber,  49  Md.  460,  33  Am.  using  office  to  obtain  personal  bene- 
Rep.  277;  Hitchcock  v.  Moore,  70  fits);  Callahan  v.  Ingram,  122  Mo. 
Mich.  112,  37  N.  W.  914,  14  A.  S.  R.  355,  26  S.  W.  1020,  43  A.  S.  R.  583; 
474;  Bundy  v.  Hart,  46  Mo.  460,  2  Williams  Printing  Co.  v.  Saunders,  113 
Am.  Rep.  525;  World  Pub.  Co.  v.  Va.  156,  73  S.  E.  472,  Ann.  Cas.  1913E 
Mullen,  43  Neb.  126,  61  N.  W.  108,  693  (charge  of  buying  votes  to  ob- 
47  A.  S.  R.  737;  Wetherbee  v.  Marsh,  tain  re-election).    See  also  infra,  par. 

20  N.  H.  561,  51  Am.  Dec.  244.  40  et  aeq. 

8.  Note:  17  Ann.  Cas.  274.  12.  Wofford  v.  Heeka,  129  Ala.  349. 

9.  See  Arson,  vol.  2,  p.  496.         30  So.  626,  87  A.  S.  R.  66,  55  L.R.A. 

10.  Greer  v.  White,  90  Ark.  117,  214. 

118  S.  W.  258,  17  Ann.  Cas.  270  and  13.  People  v.  Stokes,  103  Cal.  193, 
note;  Haines  v.  Campbell,  74  Md.  158,  37  Pac.  207,  42  A.  S.  R.  102. 

21  Atl.  702,  28  A.  S.  B.  240. 
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charge  of  the  sack"  for^an  election  about  to  be  held  has  been  declared 
to  be  equivalent  to  charging  him  with  possession  of  a  fund  to  be 
used  for  the  purpose  of  corrupting  voters,  and  so  to  be  libelous.** 
Charges  of  accepting  secret  payments  in  the  nature  of  bribes  are 
actionable.  Thus  it  is  Ubelous  to  charge  a  public  officer  with  being 
influenced  in  his  official  conduct  by  pecuniary  or  other  personal  con- 
siderations,*' or  with  receiving  unlawful  c(»nmissions  in  public  trans* 
actions.**  An  article  stating  that  it  was  easy  "to  work"  county  com- 
missioners has  also  been  held  actionable,  on  the  ground  that  the 
word  "work,"  in  the  connection  and  manner  in  which  it  appeared, 
conveyed  a  reflection  on  the  integrity  of  the  officials  in  question.*^ 
But  a  written  allegation  that  the  pUdntiff  was  supervising  architect 
of  a  building  and  promised  and  gave  to  the  defendants  work  on  it 
for  a  commission  paid  him  by  them  has  been  held  not  actionable 
in  itself.**  "Boodle"  has  been  defined  as  money  fraudulently  obtained 
in  the  public  service,  especially  money  given  to  or  received  by  officials 
as  a  bribe,  or  money  gained  by  collusive  contracts,  appointments,  or 
the  Uke.  Hence,  a  charge  that  a  franchise  has  been  procured  by  the 
use  of  "boodle"  clearly  implies  that  the  persons  granting  the  fran- 
chise were  bribed  to  make  the  grant  and  is  therefore  actionable.*" 
A  charge  of  corruption  need  not  of  course  be  made  in  express  lan- 
guage. For  example,  a  picture  of  a  member  of  the  legislature  holding 
a  bag  marked  with  the  dollar  sign,  when  printed  in  connection  with 
a  publication  which  accuses  him  of  corruption  is  clearly  libelous. 
The  word  "graft"  is  a  word  which  is  flexible,  and  capable  of  various 
imputations.  lis  meaning  must,  therefore,  be  determined  from  the 
connection' in  which  it  is  used  in  each  case.  It  may  mean  that  the 
person  charged  with  receiving  "graft"  is  being  paid  a  salary  by  the 
state  or  a  municipality  for  ctoing  little  or  no  work.  The  word  has, 
however,  a  well  deflned  popular  meaning.  It  imports  the  fraudulent 
obtaining  of  public  money  unlawfully  by  the  corruption  of  public 
officers,  and  its  use  implies  dishonest  and  fraudulent  practices.*  When 
the  term  is  so  used  it  is  obviously  actionable  per  se.' 

14.  Edwards  v.  San  Jose  Printing,  Co.,  94  Mich.  7,  53  N.  W.  822,  34  A. 

«tc.,  Soc.,  99  Cal.  431,  34  Pao.  128,  S.  R.  318  and  note. 

37  A.  S.  R.  70,  20.  Randall  v.  Evening  News  Asboc., 

16.  Oaborn  v.  Leach,  135  N.  C.  628,  79  Mieh.  266,  44  N.  W.  783,  7  L.R.A. 

47  a  E.  8U,  66  L.R.A.  648.  309. 

16.  Cotulla  V.  Kerr,  74  Tei.  89,  11  1.  Merrimon  v.  Southern  Pa  v.,  etc., 
S.  W.  1058,  15  A.  S.  R.  819.  Co.,  142  N.  C.  539,  55  S.  E.  366,  8 

17.  Pohnerlee  v.  Nottage,  119  Minn.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  574;  Quinn  v.  Review 
361,  138  N.  W.  312,  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  Pub.  Co.,  55  Wash.  69,  104  Pac.  181, 
S70.  133  A.  S.  R.  1016,  19  Ann.  Gas.  1077 

18.  Legg  T.  Dunleavy,  80  Mo.  668,  and  note. 

SO  Am.  Bep.  612.  2.  Slate  v.  Sheridan,  14  Idaho  222, 

19.  Boehnur  t.  Detroit  Free  Preaa  93  Pae.  666, 15  LJLA.CN'.S.)  497  and 
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17,  Charge  of  Perjury,  False  Swearing  and  Kindred  Crimes. — In 

view  of  the  fact  that  the  crime  of  perjury  is  regarded  as  felonious 
at  the  present  day,  there  is  no  question  but  that  a  false  charge  that 
one  has  committed  perjury  is  actionable  per  se,'  as  is  also  a  false 
imputation  of  subornation  of  perjury>  It  is  often  extremely  diffi- 
culty however,  to  determine  exactly  when  a  aufficienUy  clear  accusa- 
tion of  perjury  has  been  made  to  warrant  an  action  for  defamation. 
It  has  been  held  that  a  statement  that  one  has  been  "hired  to  swear" 
falsely  is  not  sufficient  to  warrant  the  inference  that  a  charge  of  per- 
jury has  been  made.*  Also,  a  declaration  that  one  is  foresworn  has 
been  held  insufficient  to  warrant  an  action,  although  the  rule  is  other- 
wise if  the  statement  be  that  one  is  perjured.  The  distinction  is  based 
on  the  ground  diat  swearing  to  a  lie  does  not  necessarily  imply  that 
the  party  has  perjured  himself.  It  may  mean  that  he  has  sworn  to  a 
falsehood,  without  being  conscious  at  the  time  that  it  was  a  falsehood, 
and  the  words  are  actionable  only  when  they  convey  the  chuge  of  per- 
jury in  a  clear  unequivocal  manner,  admitting  of  no  uncertainty.* 
However,  an  assertion  that  one  is  a  perjured  villain  and  has  by  false 
swearing  deceived  the  court,'  or  has  taken  a  false  oath,*  or  has  sworn 
falsely,'  or  a  charge  that  one  has  sworn  to  a  lie  for  which  he  stands 
indicted'*  is  sufficiently  definite  to  warrant  recovery.  So  also  the 
words  "That  is  a  lie,"  "  or  "That  is  false,"  "  or  "It's  not  so— no  such 
thing,"  '*  spoken  to  a  witness  while  testifying  to  a  material  point  in  a 

note;  Cooper  v.  Romney,       Hont.  720;  Hinehman  v.  Lamon,  6  Leigh 

119,  141  Pae.  289,  Ann.  Cas.  1016A  (Va.)  695,  27  Am.  Dee.  622. 

596  and  note;  Woolley  v.  Plaindealer  Note :  9  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  11. 

Pub.  Co.,  47  Ore.  619,  84  Pac.  473,  4.  Beers  v.  Strong,  Kirby  (Conn.) 

5  L.B.A.(N.S.)  498  and  note.  12,  1  Am.  Dec  10;  Dawson  v.  Holt, 

8.  Sanders  v.  Jofanson,  6  Blaekf.  11  Lea  (Tenn.)  583,  47  Am.  Rep.  312. 

(Ind.)  60,  36  Am.  Dec  564;  Byrket  5.  Brooker  v.  Coffin,  5  Johns.  (N. 

v.  Ifonohon,  7  Blackf.  (Ind.)  83,  41  Y.)  188,  4  Am.  Dec  337. 

Am.  Dee.  212;  Reed  v.  Harper,  25  la.  6.  Hopkins  v.  Beedle,  1  Caines  (N. 

87,  95  Am.  Dee.  774;  Kirkpatriok  t.  Y.)  347,  2  Am.  Dec  191. 

Eagle  Lodge  No.  32,  26  Kan.  384,  40  7.  Upton  v.  Hume,  24  Ore.  420,  33 

Am.  Rep.  316;  Horehead  v.  Jones,  2  Pac  810,  41  A.  8.  R.  863,  21  L.R.A. 

B.  Uon.  (Ky.)  210,  36  Am.  Dec.  600  ;  493. 

Sloan  T.  Qilbert,  12  Bush  (Ky.)  51,  8.  Beers  v.  Strong,  Kirby  (Conn.) 

23  Am.  Rep.  708;  Newbit  t.  Statuek,  12,  1  Am.  Dec  10. 

35  Me.  315,  58  Am.  Dec.  706;  Reming-  9.  Gihnan  t.  Lowell,  8  Wend.  (N. 

ton  V.  Congdon,  2  Pick.  (Mass.)  310,  Y.)  673,  24  Am.  Dec  96  and  note. 

13  Am.  Dec  431;  Porter  v.  Henderson,  10.  Pelton  v.  Ward,  3  Caines*  (N. 

11  Mich.  20,  82  Am.  Dec  59;  Wdeh  Y.)  73,  2  Am.  Dec  251. 

V.  Tribune  Pub.  Co.,  83  Mich.  661,  11.  Mower  v.  Watson,  11  Vt.  536, 

47  N.  W.  562,  21  A.  S.  B.  629,  11  34  Am.  Dec.  704  and  note. 

L.B.A.  233;  Atteberry  v.  Powell,  29  12.  M'Claughry    v.    Wetmore,  6 

Mo.  429,  77  Am.  Dec  579;  Gudger  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  82,  5  Am.  Dec.  194. 

V.  Penland,  108  N.  C.  593,  13  S.  E.  13.  Dedway  v.  Powell,  4  Bush  (Ky.) 

168,  23  A.  S.  R.  73;  Zimmerman  v,  77,  96  Am.  Dec  283  and  note. 

MeMakin,  22  S.  C.  372,  53  Am.  Rep. 
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cause  when  on  trial,  are  actionable,  unless  uttered  by  one  whose  state- 
ments are  privileged. In  many  cases  the  plaintiff  may  establish  the 
imputation  of  perjury  by  showing  the  connection  in  which  the  words 
spoken  were  used.^' 

18.  Connection  of  Charge  of  Perjury  with  Pending  Proceeding.— 
To  render  a  chaise  of  perjury  actionable,  it  must  ordinarily  appear 
that  there  was  some  preceding  pending,  wherein  a  party  could  have 
been  sworn  and  held  liable  for  perjury  in  violating  his  oath.'*  A 
charge  that  one  has  sworn  falsely  in  court  is  sufficient,  when  the 
statement  is  meant  to  refer  to  a  court  having  power  to  administer  an 
oath,*'  although  the  assertion  that  one  has  sworn  falsely,  when  applied 
to  an  extrajudicial  proceeding,  has  been  held  not  actionable,'^  since 
in  such  cases  the  act  would  not  be  criminal.'*  Ah  accusation  of  false 
swearing  before  a  legislative  body  is  actionable,  when  such  conduct 
is  punishable  as  perjury.**  Words  charging  one  witii  having  sworn 
falsely  in  reference  to  an  affidavit  have  also  been  held  actionable, 
when  involving  criminal  responsibility.'  The  assertion  that  one  has 
taken  a  false  oath  before  a  certain  "squire"  is  defamatory  when  it 
appears  that  the  words  relate  to  a  cause  then  pending  before  a  justice 
of  the  peace.*  But  if  it  does  not  appef^  that  the  "sqtdre"  in  question 
had  any  authority  to  hold  court,  or  to  act  judicially,  or  to  administer 
an  oath,  the  words  axe  not  actionable.*  There  is,  however,  some 
authority  to  the  effect  that  statements  charging  a  person  with  the 
crime  of  perjury  in  express  language  are  in  themselves  actionable 
without  proof  that  such  person  has  taken  an  oath  in  a  judicial  pro- 
ceeding and  without  the  production  or  proof  of  such  proceedings.^ 
It  may  also  be  noted  that  even  if  a  person  is  not  accused  of  perjury, 
a  charge  of  false  swearing,  though  in  no  wise  involving  a  crime,  may 
be  actionable  in  that  it  tends  to  bring  the  injured  party  into  hatred, 
ridicule  or  contempt' 

14.  Ifissen  v.  Cramer.  104  N.  C.  574,  St.  108,  39  AtL  4>  63  A.  S.  B.  786. 
10  S.  E.  676,  6  L.R.A.  780.  As  to  1.  Commons  v.  Walters,  1  Port, 
who  are  privU^^,  see  infra,  par.  74  (Ala.)  377,  27  Am.  Dec.  635. 

et  seq.  2.  Bue  v.  Mitchell,  2  Dall.  (Pa.) 

15.  Thompson  v.  Lack,  2  Watts  58,  1  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  288,  1  Am.  Dec. 
(Pa.)  17,  26  Am.  Dee.  91  and  note.  258. 

See  infra,  par.  148,  149.  3.  Ward  v.  Clark,  2  Johns.  (N.  Y.) 

16.  Sheely  v.  Biggs,  2  Har.  &  J.  10,  8  Am.  Dee.  383. 

(Md.)  363,  3  Am.  Dec.  552.  4.  Commons  V.  Walters,  1  Port. 

17.  Hamilton  v.  Dent,  2  N.  C.  116,  (Ala.)  377,  27  Am.  Dec.  635. 

1  Am.  Dee.  552.  S.  Kirkpatriek  v.  Eagle  Lodge,  26 

18.  Shaffer  v.  Eintser,  1  Bin.  (Pa.)  Kan.  384,  40  Am.  Rep.  316;  Adams 


19.  Hopkins  v.  Beedle,  1  Cunes  Am.  Dec  456  and  note.  See  infn. 
(N.  Y.)  347,  2  Am.  Dec.  191  and  par.  27. 


637,  2  Am.  Dec.  488. 


T.  Lawson,  17  Grat  (Va.)  260,  94 


note. 


20.  MeGaw  t.  Hamilton,  184  Pa. 


277 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S  19 


UBEL  AND  SLANDER 


17  B.  C.  L. 


Charges  of  Statutory  and  Other  Crimeg 


19.  Charge  of  Keeping  Gambling  or  Disorderly  House. — A  dedarar 

tion  that  one  keeps  a  gambling  house  is  actionable  per  se.'  To  say 
of  one,  "He  makes  his  money  easy;  he  keeps  a  gambling  place," 
or  to  say  "He  mak^  his  money  easy ;  he  keeps  a  gambling  hell,"  is 
equivalent  to  saying  that  he  keeps  a  place  resorted  to  for  the  purpose 
of  illegal  gaming,  and  is  therefore  actionable.'  Inasmuch  as  the 
keeping  of  a  bawdy  house  is  a  crime  both  at  common  law  and  by 
statute  in  most  jurisdictions,  written  or  oral  words  imputing  the 
commission  of  Uiat  offense  are  actionable  per  se.^  Such  words  are 
actionable  per  se  although  the  punishment  provided  for  the  offense  is 
imprisonment  in  a  house  of  correction  merely  and  not  in  the  peniten- 
tiary.* The  imputation  of  a  disorderly  character  to  a  house  only  is 
ordinarily  deemed  to  be  actionable,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  a  defama- 
tion of  the  reputation  of  the  owner  or  the  tenant  thereof,  the  words 
being  considered  as  descriptive  of  the  conduct  of  the  occupants  and  not 
of  the  building.***  However,  it  has  been  held  that  an  owner,  who  is 
one  of  the  occupants  of  an  apartment  house,  has  no  right  of  action 
against  one  who  calls  the  attention  of  the  police  to  the  house  as  being 
of  a  suspicious  character,  if  he  does  not  name  or  otherwise  designate 
such  owner  as  being  of  questionable  character,  or  leave  the  impres- 
sion tJiat  he  is  fiie  one  referred  to.'*  By  the  weight  of  authority  it 
is  actionable  to  say  of  a  person  that  he  or  she  keeps  a  "bad  house." 
It  has  been  held,  however,  that  to  charge  a  person  with  keying  a 
"bad  house"  is  not  in  itself  actionable,  as  sudi  a  statement  may  mean 
either  a  disorderly  house,  or  one  that  is  merely  dirty  or  comfortless 
and  that  to  render  such  an  assertion  the  foundation  of  an  action  the 
declaration  must  set  out  such  a  statement  of  drcumstuices  under 
which  the  words  were  used,  or  of  the  subject  matter  of  the  conversa- 
tion, as  will  indicate  that  they  were  applied  in  a  sense  imputing  to 
the  plaintiff  the  wrong  complained  of.**   A  cha^  tiiat  one  keeps 

6.  Buckley  v.  O^Neil,  113  Mass.  193,  Kotee:  24  L.aA.(N.S.)  603;  Ann. 

18  Am.  Rep.  466;  Battles  v.  Tyson,  Cas.  1916B  756  et  seq. 

77  Neb.  563,  110  N.  W.  299,  15  Ann.  9.  Posnett  v.  Marble,  62  Tt.  481,  20 

Cas.  1241,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  577;  Con-  AU.  813,  22  A.  S.  R.  126,  11  L.R.A. 

roy  V.  Pittsbuig  Times,  139  Pa.  St.  162. 

334,  21  Atl.  154,  23  A.  S.  R.  188,  11  10.  Fitzpatriek  v.  Age-Herald  Pub. 


7.  Buckley  v.  O'Neit,  113  Mass.  193,  Cas.  1916B  753  and  note,  51  LJt.A. 
18  Am.  Rep.  466.  (N.S.)  401. 

8.  Coogler  v.  Rhodes,  38  Pla.  240,  11.  Hyatt  v.  Lindner,  133  La.  614, 
21  So.  109,  56  A.  S.  R.  170;  Sbefflll  63  So.  241,  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  256  and 
V.  Van  Deusen,  16  Gray  (Mass.)  485,  note. 

77  Am.  Dec.  377;  Martin  v.  Slillwell,     12.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916B  757. 
13  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  275,  7  Am.  Dec.     IS.  Peterson  v.  Sentman,  37  Md. 


L.R.A.  725. 


Co.,  184  Ala.  610,  63  So.  980,  Ann. 


374  and  note. 


140,  11  Am.  Rep.  534. 
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an  open  house  is  euflicient  to  support  an  innuendo  that  the  intent  was 
to  charge  the  person  with  keeping  a  house  of  ill  fame.'* 

20.  Charges  Involving  Improper  Use,  Sale,  or  Purchase  of  Intoxi- 
cating Liquors. — If  drunkenness  is  a  crime  punishable  by  indictment, 
a  charge  that  a  man  has  been  on  a  drunken  debauch  and  has  been 
getting  other  people  drunk  is  slanderous  per  se,  as  the  words  spoken 
ore  deemed  to  involve  also  the  element  of  moral  turpitude.'*  As  a 
general  rule,  however,  it  is  not  actionable,  in  the  sense  of  the  law, 
to  chai^  a  man  generally  with  being  drunk,  or  being  in  the  habit 
of  getting  drunk,  or  having  been  drunk,  it  being  necessary,  to  make 
such  a  charge  actionable,  to  show  special  damage,'*  or  to  couple  the 
charge  with  some  business  in  which  drunkenness  is  a  disqualification 
or  tends  to  constitute  incapacity,^'  as  for  instance  in  the  case  of  a 
charge  against  a  railway  employee,'®  or  a  minister,"  or  a  candidate 
for  office.*'  According  to  a  number  of  authorities  an  accusation 
chftiging  one  with  selling  intoxicating  liquors  is  actionable  per  se 
if  to  those  hearing  the  words  spoken  the  statement  naturally  imputes 
unlawful  selling.  Thus  it  has  been  held  that  to  say  of  one  that 
he  is  the  greatest  rumseller  in  town,  taking  the  words  in  their  natural 
and  ordinary  signification,  either  imputes  a  criminal  charge  ex  vi 
tennini  or  is  susceptible  of  that  construction,  and  so  is  actionable 
per  se,  in  a  state  where  state  wide  prohibition  exists  and  the  act  in 
question  is  made  a  crime.  So,  also,  to  charge  one  with  running  a 
"blind  tiger"  where  the  sale  of  liquor  is  a  criminal  offense  is  action- 
able per  se.'  Not  all  the  authorities,  however,  regard  a  charge  of 
selling  intoxicating  liquors  as  actionable  per  se,  partdcularly  if  Hie 
offense  is  punishable  merely  as  a  misdemeanor.'  In  the  case  of  an 
accusation  charging  that  a  person  has  purchased  intoxicating  liquors, 
it  has  been  held  that  the  words  are  not  actionable  per  se,  on  the 
theory  that  the  purchaser  ie  not  an  accomplice  of  the  seller  and  in 
fact  is  not  guilty  of  any  crime.* 

21.  Other  Actionable  Charges  of  Crime. — To  charge  a  person  with 
causing  or  procuring  an  abortion  is  not  actionable  per  se,  when  there 
is  no  law  punishing  such  act  at  the  time  of  the  peaking  of  the  words.* 

14.  Poanett  v.  Marble,  62  Vt.  481,  18.  Broughton  t.  McGrew,  39  Fed. 

20  Atl.  813,  22  A  S.  B.  126, 11  L.R.A.  672,  5  L.R.A.  406. 

162.  19.  Chaddock  v.  Briggs;  13  Mass. 

16.  Morgan  v.  Kennedy,  62  Minn.  248.  7  Am.  Dec.  137  and  note. 

348,  64  N.  W.  912,  54  A.  S.  R.  647,  20.  Sandereon  v.  Caldwell,  45  N.  Y. 

30  L.R.A.  521.  398,  6  Am.  Rep.  105. 

16.  Tliompstm  v.  Rake,  140  la.  232,  1.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  316. 

118  N.  W.  279,  18  L.R.A.(N.S.)  921.  2.  Cheatham  v.  Patterson,  125  Tenn. 

See  also  Rude  v.  Nass,  79  Wis.  321,  437,  145  S.  W.  159,  Ann.  Cas.  1913C 

48  N.  W.  555,  24  A.  S.  R.  717,  where-  314  and  note, 

in  a  charge  of  drunkenness  was  beid  3.  Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1913C  317. 

to  be  privil^d.  4.  Abrams  v.  Fosliee,  3  la.  274,  66 


17.  See  infra,  par.  34. 


Am.  Dec.  77. 
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The  rule  is  otherwise,  however,  where  the  offense  is  made  criminal 
by  statute.*  A  charge  of  blackmail  is  also  cleariy  actionable  per  se, 
wh^  such  offense  is  made  a  crime.*  A  fabe  assertion  that  one  has 
committed  the  crime  of  forgery  is  clearly  actionable  per  se,'  and  it 
seems  that  a  charge  that  one  has  committed  the  crime  of  obtaining 
property  under  false  pretenses  is  actionable.^  Among  many  other 
instances  wherein  words  imputing  the  commission  of  crimes  of  various 
characters  have  been  held  defamatory,  the  following  may  be  men- 
tioned: charges  of  failing  to  cahcel  revenue  stamps  on  empty  pack- 
ages; •  poisoning  cattle;"  piracy;"  treason;"  unlawfully  opening 
mail  matter;  indecent  exposure  of  person;  ^*  siding  obscene  mat- 
ter through  the  mails j^*^  publishing  a  Ubel,^*  and  vagrancy  when 
made  criminal  by  statute.^' 


22.  Imputation  of  Want  of  Chastity  and  Kindred  Charges.— The 

law  in  reference  to  legal  liability  for  imputations  of  want  of  chastity 
or  charges  involving  sexual  offenses  of  various  characters  has  under- 
gone considerable  modification  in  recent  years.  One  cause  of  such 
alteration  is  the  fact  that  many  acts  not  punished  as  crimes  in  former 
times  are  now  made  criminal  by  statute  in  many  jurisdictions,  as 
for  example  fornication  and  incest.'*  In  reference  to  charges  of 
unchastity,  it  is  well  settled  that  written  words  charging  a  woman 


5.  Keam  t.  Bridwell,  119  Ind.  226,  however,  t^e  eonmrameation  was  privi- 
21  N.  £.  664, 12  A.  S.  R.  409  (charge,  leged. 

among  other  things,  of  abortion);  9.  Jones  ▼.  Townsend,  21  Fla.  431, 

Batbrick  v.  Detroit  Post,  etc,  Co.,  50  58  Am.  Rep.  676. 

Mich.  629,  16  N.  W.  172,  45  Am.  Rep.  10.  Fountain  v.  W^,  23  la.  9,  92 

63;  B  V.  I  1  22  Wis.  372,  94  Am.  Dec.  405,  overmled  on  another 

Am.  Dee.  604.  point  by  Riley  v.  Norton,  65  la.  306, 

6.  Hess  T.  Sparfes,  44  Kan.  465,  24  21  M.  W.  649. 

Pae.  979,  21  A.  S.  R.  300;  Sheibley  11.  Treaca  v.  Uaddoz,  11  La.  Ann. 

V.  Nelson,  75  Neb.  804,  106  N.  W.  206,  66  Am.  Dec.  198. 

1034, 13  Ann.  Gas.  373.  12.  Coleman  v.  Southwiek,  9  Johns. 

7.  Ward  V.  Dick,  47  Conn.  300,  36  (N.  Y.)  45,  6  Am.  Dec.  253. 

Am.  Rep.  75;  Nichols  v.  Eaton,  110  13.  Uslier  t.  Severance,  20  Ife.  9, 

la.  509,  81  N.  W.  792,  80  A.  S.  R.  37  Am.  Deo.  33. 

319,  47  L.R.A.  483;  Arnold  v.  Cost,  14.  McBee  v.  Folton,  47  Ud.  403, 

3  Gill  ft  J.  (Ifd.)  219,  22  Am.  Dec.  28  Am.  Rep.  465. 


See  also  the  following  cases,  where-     16.  Andres  v.  Kopp^iheafer,  3  Serg, 
in  the  conunimication  was  privileged:  &  R.  (Pa.)  255,  8  Am.  Dee.  647. 
GaldweU  v.  Story,  107  Ky.  10,  52  S.     17.  Miles  v.  Oldfield,  4  Yeatas  (Fa.) 
W.  850, 45  L.E.A.  735;  Jarvis  v.  Hath-  423,  2  Am.  Dee.  412. 
eway,  3  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  180,  3  Am.     18.  See  Adulteby,  vol  1,  p.  636. 
Dec.  473.  10.  See  Incest,  toL  14,  p.  29.  Sot 

8.  Hartsoek  v,  Reddick,  6  Blackf.  also  infra,  par.  25. 
(Ind.)  255,  38  Am.  Dec  141,  wherein, 
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with  unchaBtity  are  actionable  per  se,  for  the  reason  that  such  words 
tend  to  injure  her  reputation  and  ezpoBO  her  to  public  ridicule,  8Com 
and  contempt.*^  As  respects  oral  ohai|;es  of  unchastity  common 
law  is  that  no  mere  words  of  mouth,  no  matter  how  gross,  imputing 
a  want  of  chastity  to  a  woman,  whether  married  or  unmarried,  will 
support  an  action  for  slander,  without  allegation  and  proof  that  such 
defamation  has  actually  produced  some  special  damage  to  the  object 
of  the  slander.  The  reason  for  this  rule  is  that  in  England  such 
an  imputation  did  not  involve  the  char^  of  the  commission  of  any 
crime  punishable  in  the  temporal  courto,  but  only  an  offense  cog- 
nizable in  the  spiritual  courts.^  I)ee$>ite  ita  hardiness  this  common 
law  rule  has  bewi  recognized  in  the  United  States  and  it  has  been 
held  in  numerous  instances  that  words  imputing  want  of  chastity,* 
or  charging  fornication,*  are  not  actionable  per  se.  The  common 
law  has,  however,  been  repudiated  in  some  states,  while  in  other 
jurisdictions  such  charges  are  held  actionable  without  proof  of  spe- 
cial damage,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  act  charged  has  been 
made  criminal,  or  because  statutes  have  been  enacted  giving  the 
injured  person  the  right  to  recover  damages  in  such  cases.^  In  fact 
the  view  has  been  expressed  that  charging  an  unmarried  woman  with 
fornication  is  actionable  per  se,  though  such  conduct  is  punidiable 
only  by  a  small  fine  and  not  by  indictment,  for  the  obvious  reason 
that  such  a  charge  subjects  such  person  to  disgrace.'  Some  cases, 
while  recognizing  the  right  of  a  woman  to  recover  damages  when 

20.  Brvin  v.  Record  Pub.  Co.,  154  1241  and  note,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  577; 

Cal.  79,  97  Pao.  21,  18  L.R.A.(N.S.)  Bamett  v.  Ward,  36  Ohio  St.  107,  38 

622;   Bodwell   v.   Osgood,   3   Pick.  Am.  Rep.  561;  Gibson  v.  Gibaon,  43 

(Maas.)  379,  15  Am.  Dec  228.  Wis.  23,  28  Am.  Rep.  627. 

Notes:  24  L.R.A.(K.S.)   614;  48  Note:  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  610. 

L.R.A.{N.S.)  618.  See  also  the  following  authorities, 

1.  Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  1243.  wherein  charges  of  undiastity  were 

2.  Elliot  V.  Ailsberry,  2  Bibb  (Ky.)  involved:  Beggarly  v.  Craft,  31  Ga. 
473,  5  Am.  Dec.  631;  Brooker  t.  Cof-  309,  76  Am.  Dec.  687;  Mclntire  v. 
fin.  5  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  188,  4  Am.  Dec.  Young,  6  Blackf.  (Ind.)  496,  39  Am. 
337;  Roberta  v.  Roberts,  33  L.  J.  Q.  Dec,  443;  Shilling  v.  Carson,  27  Md. 
B.  249,  5  B.  &  8.  384,  10  Jnr.  N.  S.  175,  92  Am.  Dec.  632;  Parkhurst  v. 
1027,  10  L.  T.  N.  S.  602,  12  W.  R.  Ketchum,  6  Allen  (Mass.)  406,  83 
909,  8  Eng.  RuL  Cas.  395.  Am.  Dec.  639;  Reynolds  v.  Tucker,  6 

3.  Pollard  v.  Lyon,  91  U.  S.  225,  Ohio  St.  516,  67  Am.  Dec.  353  and 
23  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  308.  note.    And  see  the  following,  wherein 

4.  Jackson  t.  Williams,  92  Ark.  486,  charges  of  fornication  were  made: 
123  S.  W.  751,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  840;  Miller  v.  Nuckolls,  77  Ark.  64,  91  S. 
Cushing  v.  Hederman,  117  la.  637,  91  W.  759,  113  A.  S.  B.  122,  7  Ann.  Cas. 
N.  W.  940,  94  A.  S.  B.  320  and  note;  110,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  149;  Hatch  v. 
Kenney  V.  McLaughlin,  5  Gray  (Mass.)  Potter,  2  Oilman  (111.)  725,  43  Am. 

3,  66  Am.  Dec.  345;  Newman  v.  Stein,  Dee.  88;  B  v.  I  ,  22  Wis.  372, 

75  Mich.  402,  42  N.  W.  956,  13  A.  94  Am.  Dec.  604. 

S,  B.  447;  Battles  v.  Tyson,  77  Neb.  6.  Kelley  v.  Flaherty,  16  R.  I.  234, 
563,  110  N.  W.  299,  15  Ann.  Cas.  14  Atl.  876,  27  A.  S.  R.  739. 
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falsely  charged  with  unchastdty,  refuse  to  extend  the  doctrine  so  as 

to  protect  persons  of  the  male  sex.*  In  other  cases,  however,  the  same 
protection  has  been  accorded  to  men  as  to  women.'  The  old  English 
rule  denying  recovery  in  all  cases,  wherein  unchasttty  was  charged 
in  the  absence  of  proof  of  special  damages,  wn.s  condemned  as  bar- 
barous by  the  English  judges  themselves,*  with  the  result  that,  in 
1891,  Parliament  enacted  the  slander  of  women  act  which  provides 
that  words  imputing  unchastity  or  adultery  to  a  woman  or  girl  shall 
be  actionable  without  proof  of  special  damage.*  Similar  statutes  have 
been  enacted  in  many  states  of  the  union,  and  in  Canada.*® 

23.  Various  Forms  of  Charges  Involving  Unchastity. — ^As  to  the 
construction  and  meaning  of  words  imputing  want  of  chastity  or 
the  commission  of  a  sexual  offense,  endless  litigation  has  arisen  owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  words  uttered  are  generally  of  an  insinuating 
character  or  consist  of  provincial  expressions,  slang  or  words  not 
found  in  dictionaries.  As  a  rule  the  words  complained  of  are  to  be 
taken  and  understood  in  that  sense  which  is  most  natural  and  obvi- 
ous, and  according  to  the  ideas  they  are  calculated  to  convey  to  those 
to  whom  they  are  addressed.  It  is  not  essential  that  the  charge  be 
made  in  direct  terms ;  but  it  is  sufficient  if  the  words  used  are  such 
as  impute  unchastity,  adultery,  or  fornication,  and  were  so  under- 
stood by  those  who  heard  them.  In  ascertaining  the  meaning  of  words 
constituting  an  alleged  charge  of  unchastity,  their  context  and  the 
circumstances  under  which  they  were  spoken  or  written  must  also  be 
considered.**  It  clearly  chaises  unchastity  to  call  a  wcnnan  a  whore,'* 
or  a  man  a  whoremaster.**  There  appears  also  to  be  no  question  but 
that  a  charge  that  a  woman  is  a  prostitute  is  an  imputation  that  she 
is  unchaste.**  The  same  is  true  where  the  charge  is  made  that  a 
woman  is  a  strumpet,"  or  that  she  has  been  an  inmate  of  a  house  of 
ill  fame.**  Likewise  a  charge  that  a  woman  is  the  paramour  or 
mistKss  of  or  that  she  has  been  "kept"  by  a  man  not  her  husband 

6.  Alfele  V.  Wright,  17  Ohio  St  238,  236;  Williams  v.  McManus,  38  La. 
93  Am.  Dec.  615  and  note.  Ann.  161,  58  Am.  Rep.  171;  Kelley  v. 

7.  Walton  v.  Singleton,  7  Serg.  ft  Flaherty,  16  R.  I.  234,  14  Atl.  876, 
R.  (Pa.)  449,  10  Am.  Dec.  472.  27  A.  S.  R.  739;  Zimmerman  v.  Me- 

8.  Lynch  v.  Knight,  9  H.  L.  Cas.  Makin,  22  S.  C.  372,  53  Am.  Rep.  720; 
577,  8  Jur.  N.  S.  724,  5  L.  T.  N.  S.  Posnett  v.  Marble,  62  Vt.  481.  20  Atl. 
291,  8  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  382.  813,  22  A.  S.  R.  126,  11  L.R.A.  162. 

Note:  72  Am.  Dec.  434.  Notes:   24  L.R.A.(N.S.)    607;  48 

9.  Note:  8  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  399.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  616;  15  Ann.  Cas.  1247. 

10.  Note:  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  614.  13.  Sweeney  v.  Baker,  13  W.  Va. 

11.  Note:  15  iVnn.  Cas.  1246.         158,  31  Am.  Rep.  757. 

12.  Hosley  v.  Brooks,  20  III.  115,  14.  Brooker  v.  Coffin,  5  Johns.  (N. 
71  Am.  Dec.  252;  Kern  v.  BridweU,  Y.)  188,  4  Am.  Dee.  337;  Gibson  v, 
119  Ind.  226,  21  N.  E.  664,  12  A.  S.  Gibson,  43  Wis.  23,  28  Am.  Rep.  527. 
R.  409;  Smith  v.  Silence,  4  la.  321,  16.  Notes:  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  607;  15 
66  Am.  Dec.  137  and  note;  Sbeehey  Ann.  Cas.  1247. 

T.  Cokley,  43  la.  183,  22  Am.  Rep.     16.  Note:  24  L.R.A.(N.S.}  612. 
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generally  imputes  uncliastity."  A  charge  of  lewdness  has  been  held 
actionable  per  se.^^  The  word  "bitch,"  although  a  coarse  and  ruffianly 
expression  when  applied  to  a  woman,  does  not,  in  its  common  accepta- 
tion, ordinarily  or  necessarily  import  incest,  adultery,  fornication, 
whoredom,  or  want'  of  chastity,**  although  if  the  word,  as  applied 
to  a  woman,  is  used  at  a  time  and  place  when  and  where  it  is  under- 
stood to  convey,  and  does  convey,  an  imputation  of  whoredom,  it  is 
actionable.*"  Whether  denouncing  a  woman  as  a  "bitch"  imputes 
to  her  a  want  of  chq^tity  must  be  determined  in  each  case  by  a  con- 
sideration of  all  of  the  attendant  circumstances,*  To  call  a  woman 
a  "slut"  does  not  of  itself  amount  to  a  charge  of  adultery,  fornica- 
tion, or  want  of  chastity.*  But  to  charge  a  single  woman  with  being 
some  man's  slut  involves  a  charge  of  a  breach  of  chastity  on  her 
part,  and  is  equivalent  to  charging  her  with  being  his  mistress.'  To 
cliarge  an  unmarried  woman  with  being  pregnant  with  child  amounts 
to  a  charge  of  fornication  or  want  of  chastity.*  Also,  to  say  of  an 
unmarried  woman  that  if  she  did  not  give  birth  to  a  child  she  missed 
a  good  chance  of  having  it  amounts  to  a  charge  of  incontinency, 
although  to  say  of  an  unmarried  woman  that  she  is  "big"  does  not  of 
itself  impute  incontinency.*  To  charge  an  unmarried  woman  with 
having  had  a  child  amounts  to  a  charge  of  fornication  or  want  of 
chastity."  But  to  say  of  a  married  woman  that  she  is  pregnant  does 
not  amount  to  a  chai;ge  of  adult^,  and  to  say  of  a  woman  that 
^he  had  a  child  does  not  impute  a  want  of  chastity  where  it  does 
not  appear  whether  ^e  was  married  or  unmarried.  To  charge  a 
married  woman  with  having  had  a  child  by  a  man  other  than  her 
husband  does,  however,  clearly  amount  to  a  charge  of  adultery  or 
want  of  chastity.^  A  cho^  iJiat  a  woman  had  been  raped  and  had 
^ven  birth  to  a  child  has  been  held  not  to  be  libelous  if  understood 

17.  Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  1248.  S.  Notes:  24  L.R.A.{N.S.)  613;  48 

18.  Battles  v.  Tyson,  77  Neb.  563,  L.R.A.(N.S.)  616;  15  Ann.  Cas.  1248. 
110  N.  W.  299,  15  Ann.  Cas.  1241,  4.  Treat  v.  Browning,  4  Conn.  408, 
24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  577.  10  Am.  Dec  156;  Miles  v.  Vanhom, 

19.  Sturdivant  v.  Dake,  155  Ky.  100,  17  Ind.  245,  79  Am.  Dec.  477  (unmar- 
359  S.  W.  621,  48  L.R.A.{N.S.)  615;  ried  woman  charged  with  being  in  the 
Warren  v.  Ray,  155  Mich.  91,  118  N.  family  way) ;  Cooper  v.  Seavems,  81* 
W.  741,  130  A.  S.  R.  566,  16  Ann.  Kan.  267,  105  Pac.  509,  135  A.  S.  R. 
C;as.  513  (woman  called  "damned  old  359,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  517;  Calloway 

hitch") ;  K  V.  H  ,  20  Wis.  239.  v.  Middleton,  2  A.  K.  Marsh.  (Ky.) 

91  Am.  Dec.  397.  372,  12  Am.  Dec.  406;  Brinsfleld  v. 

20.  Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  1247.  Howeth,  107  Mo.  278,  68  Atl.  566,  24 

1.  Craver  v.  Norton,  114  la.  46,  86  LJl.A.(N.S.)  583. 

N.  W.  54,  89  A.  S.  K.  346  and  note.  Note:  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  611. 

Notes:   24   L.R.A.(N.S,)   613;   15  5.  Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  1248. 

Ann.  Cas.  1248.  6.  Patterson  v.  Wilkinson,  55  Me. 

2.  Cooper  v.  Seavems,  81  Kan.  267,  42,  92  Am.  Dee.  568. 

105  Pac.  509,  135  A.  S.  B.  359,  25  7.  Note:  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  683,  61L 
L.B.A.(N.S.)  517. 
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to  mean  merely  tha^t  motherhood  resulted  from  the  rape.^  Words 
not  found  in  dictionaries  as  connoting  the  act  of  sexual  intercourse 

are  nevertheless  actionable  when  understood  to  charge  such  an  of- 
fense.' To  charge  a  woman  with  being  "intimatip"  with  a  man  does 
not  of  itself  amount  to  a  charge  of  unchaatity,*'  although  the  word 
"intimate"  is  capable  of  use  in  a  defamatory  sense,  and  if  it  is  so 
used,  it  is  actionable  per  se.'^  To  charge  a  married  woman  with 
having  "intercourse"  with  a  man  not  her  husband  does  not  of  itself 
amount  to  a  charge  of  adultery.  And  the  nile  is  the  same  with 
respect  to  the  worcb  "criminal  intercourse."  But  to  charge  an  un- 
married woman  with  sexual  intercourse  or  incontinence  amounts  to 
a  char^  of  fornication."  The  statement  that  a  woman  is  "indecent," 
or  of  "ill  repute,"  does  not  always  impute  want  of  chastity,  although 
the  question  must  often  be  left  to  the  jury  to  determine  in  the  light 
of  all  the  circumstances.!*  A  charge  that'  a  woman  has  slept  with 
a  man  not  her  husband  is  an  imputation  of  unchastity.'*  Words 
calculated  to  induce  hearers  to  believe  that  a  person  has  committed 
a  sexual  offense  though  t^e  act  is  not  chara;ed  in  express  language 
have  also  been  held  actionable.**  But  a  charge  that  a  girl  is  fast 
and  of  loose  character  has  been  held  not  to  be  actionable  per  .se, 

8.  Rocky  Bfonntain  News  PrinUngr  of  seclusion) ;  Bashford  v.  Welle,  78 

Co.  V.  Fridbom,  46  Colo.  440,  104  Kan.  295,  96  Pae.  663,  16  Ann.  Cas. 

Pae.  056,  24  L.R.A.(N.S,)  SOL  310, 18  LJt.A.(N.S.)  580  (charge  that 

0.  Hatch  T.  Potter,  2  GKImui  (HI.)  a  man  had  been  down  the  railroad  track 

725,  43  Am.  Dec.  88:  Miles  t.  Van-  with  a  woman) ;  Sherwood  t.  Powell, 

horn,  17  Ind.  245,  79  Am.  Dec.  477  ;  61  Minn.  479,  63  N.  W.  1103,  52  A. 

Linck  T.  Kelley,  26  Ind.  278,  87  Am.  S.  R.  614,  29  L.R.A.  153  (charge  of 

Dee.  362.  usii^  one's  office  as  a  plaoe  o£  assign 

Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  1249.  nation);  Street  v.  Johnson,  80  Wis. 

10.  Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  1248.  455,  50  N.  W.  395,  27  A.  S.  B.  42, 

11.  Ernn  v.  Record  Pub.  Co.,  154  14  L.ILA.  203. 

Cal.  79,  97  Pae.  21,  18  L.R.A.(N.S.)     Note:  15  Aim.  Cas.  1249. 
622;  Flues  ▼.  New  Nonpareil  Co.,  155     The  word  "omay"  bei^  of  nneer- 
la.  290,  135  N.  W.  1083,  Ann.  Cas.  tain  meaning  the  intent  and  meaning 
1915A  33;  Collins  t.  Dispatdi  Pub.  of  its  use  may  be  established  by  proo£ 
Co.,  152  Pa.  St.  187,  25  Atl.  546,  34  Wimer  v.  Allbaugh.  78  la.  79,  42  N. 


13.  Battles  v.  Tyson,  77  Neb.  563,  311,  45  Am.  Rep.  618,  wherein  it  is 
110  N.  W.  299,^  15  Ann.  Cas.  1241  held  that  to  say  of  a  woman  merely 
and  note,  24  L.R.A.(K.S.)  577.  that  '^he  is  in  the  habit  of  enter- 

14.  Bamett  t.  Ward,  36  Ohio  St.  taining  gentlemen  callers  at  all  hours 
107,  38  Am.  Rep.  561;  Walton  v.  of  the  night"  does  not,  standing  alone, 
Singleton,  7  Serg.  &  R.  (Pa.)  449,  10  necessarily  impute  unehastaty  and  ia 
Am.  Dee.  472  (man  chained  with  get-  not  tiierefore  actionable  without  show- 
ting  to  bed  with  a  woman).  ing  an  injurious  intent  or  meiming  in 

Nqte:  15  Ann.  Cas.  1248.  the  use  of  the  words.    Hemmens  t. 

16.  Proctor  v.  Owens,  18  Ind.  21,  Nelson,  138  N.  Y.  517,  34  K.  £.  342^ 
81  Am.  Dee.  341  (charge  that  a  man  20  LJt.A.  440. 
and  woman  were  driven  from  a  place 


A.  S.  R.  636. 
12.  Note:  IS  Ann.  Cas.  1248. 


W.  687,  16  A.  S.  R.  422. 
See  also  Enapp  v.  Fuller,  55  Tt. 
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in  the  absence  of  anything  to  show  that  the  words  bad  by  local 
understanding  acquired  a  meaning  imputing  want  of  chastity.'*  So 
stating  that  a  person  is  a  "vile  and  dirty  woman"  has  been  held  not 
to  impugn  her  virtue.'^  Nor  does  a  statement  that  one  is  a  "bad 
girl"  necessarily  imply  that  she  is  unchaste.'"  A  charge  that  a  man 
has  had  a  "good  time"  with  a  woman  does  not  neeeasarily  impute 
unchastity,'*  although  a  statement  that  a  man  was  "monkeying" 
with  8  woman  and  doing  what  he  pleased  with  her  has  been  held 
to  charge  unchastity.*^ 

24.  Chaise  of  Adultery. — Charges  of  adultery  appear  to  be  gov- 
erned by  the  same  rules  as  other  imputations  of  unchastity.^  Thus, 
it  has  been  held  that  written  charges  of  adultery  are  libelous  per  se.- 
And,  although  the  common  law  rule  that  oral  charges  of  adultery 
are  not  actionable  without  proof  of  special  damage  has  gained  recog- 
nition,' even  when  directed  against  a  married  woman/  there  is 
abundance  of  authority  to  the  contrary,  particularly  in  jurisdictions 
in  which  adultery  is  made  criminal  by  statute.' 

25.  Charges  of  Other  Kinds  of  Sexual  Offenses. — In  addition  to 
charges  of  ordinary  forms  of  unchastity,  as  fornication  and  adultery, 
imputations  of  various  other  kinds  of  sexual  offenses  have  found 
their  way  into  court  in  libel  and  slander  suits.  Thus,  a  false  charge 
of  sodomy  has  been  held  not  slanderous  in  itself,  in  jurisdictions 
wherein,  at  the  time,  the  offense'  was  not  punishable  criminally.* 
There  is  authority  to  the  contrary,  however.  Thus  charging  a  woman 
with  having  had  intercourse  wi^  a  beast  or  with  having  committed 
sodomy  has  been  held  actionable  per  se,  as  an  imputation  of  unchas- 


16.  Brinsfield  t.  Ho*eth,  107  Md. 
278,  68  Atl.  566,  24  L.E.A.(N.S.)  583. 

Note:  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  606. 

17.  Feast  v.  Auer,  90  S.  W.  564, 
28  Ky.  L.  Rep.  794,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
560  and  note. 

18.  SneU  t.  Snow,  13  Mete.  (Mass.) 
278,  46  Am.  Dec.  730. 

19.  Hasley  v.  State,  57  Tex.  Crim. 
400,  123  S.  W.  596,  136  A.  S.  R.  986. 

20.  Dickson  v.  State,  34  Tex.  Crim. 
1,  28  S.  W.  815,  30  S.  W.  807,  53  A. 
S.  R.  694. 

1.  See  two  preceding  paragraphs. 

2.  Pittock  V.  O'NeiU,  63  Pa.  St.  253, 
3  Am.  Rep.  544. 

3.  Shafer  v.  Ahalt,  48  Md.  171,  30 
Am.  Rep.  456. 

4.  Beny  v.  Carter,  4  Stew.  &  P. 
(Ala.)  387,  24  Am.  Dec.  762  and 
note;  Smalley  v.  Anderson,  2  T.  B. 
Mon.  (Ky.)  56,  15  Am.  Dec.  121; 
Boys  V.  Gillespie,  2  Jobns.  (N.  T.) 


115,  3  Am.  Dec.  404. 

5.  State  V.  Avery,  7  Conn.  266,  18 
Am.  Dec.  105;  Gray  v.  Etzroth,  10 
Ind.  App.  587,  37  N.  E.  551,  53  A. 
S.  R.  400  and  note;  Robertson  v.  Ham- 
ilton, 16  Ind.  App.  328,  45  N.  E.  46, 
59  A.  S.  R.  319;  Bashford  v.  Welia, 
78  Kan.  295,  96  Pac.  663,  16  Ann. 
Cas.  310,  18  L.R.A.(N.S.)  580;  Smai- 
ley  V.  Anderson,  2  T.  B.  Mon.  (Ky.) 
56, 16  Am.  Dec.  121;  Jellison  v.  Good- 
win, 43  Me.  287,  69  Am.  Dec.  62; 
Ellis  T.  Buzzell,  60  Me.  209,  11  Am. 
Rep.  204;  Sickra  v.  Small,  87  Me. 
493,  33  AtL  9,  47  A.  Sl  R.  344;  Shef- 
fiU  V.  Van  Deusen,  15  Gray  (Mass.) 
485,  77  Am.  Dec  377;  Bathrick  v. 
Detroit  Post,  etc.,  Co.,  50  Mich.  629, 
16  N.  W.  172,  45  Am.  Rep.  63. 

Note:  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  608. 

6.  Cobum  V.  Harwood,  Minor  (Ala.) 
93, 12  Am.  Dec  37;  Melvin  v.  Weiant, 
36  Ohio  St.  184,  38  Am.  Rep.  572. 
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Uty  of  the  gravest  and  grossest  character.'  Moreover,  the  fact  that 
the  act  charged  is  a  biological  impossibility  will  not  prevent  recov- 
ery, when  many  members  of  the  community  are  unaware  of  such 
impo^bility.*  Ch»rging  a  person  with  self^pollution  has  been  held 
not  actionable  per  se,  for  the  reason  that  the  offense,  though  involving 
moral  turpitude,  is  not  indictable  *  A  charge  of  bastardy  is  no  doubt 
actionable  per  se  when  it  involves  the  crime  of  adultery  or  fornica- 
tion,'* although  such  imputation,  when  not  a  crime  in  tlie  strict 
sense,  may  not  be  actionable  without  proof  of  special  damage.**  A 
charge  of  seduction  appears  to  be  actionable  per  se,  if  the  offense  is 
punishable  as  a  crime.**  However,  a  charge  tiiat  a  woman  has  solic- 
ited another  to  commit  adultery  has  been  held  not  actionable  per 
se,  because  such  a  charge  falls  short  of  imputing  the  actual  commis- 
sion of  crime.**  But  a  written  statement  that  a  woman  has  forced 
another  to  commit  fornication  has  been  held  libelous  per  se.** 

ImpataHons  Exposing  PerBons  to  RidicuU,  Contempt  or  Disgrace 

26.  In  General. — ^It  is  well  settled  that,  to  constitute  libel,  it  is  not 
necessary  that  written  statemente  should  contain  an  imputation  of 
an  offense  that  may  be  punished  as  a  crime.  It  is  sufficient  if  the 
language  tends  to  injure  the  reputation  of  the  party,  or  to  throw 
contumely  or  to  reflect  shame  and  disgrace  upon  him.**  As  a  gen- 
eral rule  written  words  exposing  the  person  to  whom  they  refer  to 
hatred,  ridicule,  contempt,  shame  or  disgrace  are  libelous  per  se.** 

7.  Haynes  ▼.  Ritchey,  30  la.  76,  6  Cas.  1913D  1063,  38  L.B.A.(N.S.I 
Am.  Rep.  642.  1160. 

8.  Ausman  v.  Veal,  10  Ind.  355,  71  15.  Coffin  v.  Brown,  94  Md.  190,  50 
Am.  Dec.  331  (charge  that  the  plain-  Atl.  567,  89  A.  S.  R.  422,  55  L.R.A. 
tiff,  a  woman,  had  given  birth  to  732;  Trebly  t.  Transcript  Pub.  Co., 
pups).  74  Minn.  84,  76  N.  W.  961,  73  A.  S. 

9.  Anonymous,  60  N.  T.  262,  19  R.  330  and  note;  Fonville  v.  McNease, 
Am.  Rep.  174.  Dud.  L.  (8.  C.)  303,  31  Am.  Dec.  356; 

10.  Kubricht  V.  State,  44  Tes.  Grim.  Adams  v.  Lawson,  17  Grat.  (Va.)  250, 
94,  69  S.  W.  157,  100  A.  S.  R.  842,  94  Am.  Dec.  455  and  note. 

56  L.R.A.  959  (entry  on  a  baptismal  Note:  116  A.  S.  R.  809. 

record  by  a  clergyman  of  the  name  16.  Fitzpatrick  v.  Age-Herald  Pub. 

of  the  plaintiff  as  the  reputed  father  Co.,  184  Ala.  510,  63  So.  980,  Ann.  * 

of  a  basUrd  child).  Cas.  1916B  753,  51  L.R.A.(N.S.)  401 

11.  Pai^  V.  Detroit  Free  Press  Co.,  (charge  that  plaintiff  had  bad  reputa- 
72  Mich.  560,  40  N.  W.  731,  16  A.  tion  with  the  police) ;  Stow  v.  Con- 
S.  R.  544,  1  ■  L.R.A.  599  and  note,  verse,  3  Conn.  325,  8  Am.  Dec  189 

13.  Bathrick  v.  Detroit  Post,  etc.,  (charge  that  one  openly  avowed  the 

Co.,  50  Mich.  629,  16  N.  W.  172,  45  opinion  that  government  had  no  more 

Am.  Rep.  63;  Jamigan  v.  Fleming,  right  to  provide  by  law  for  the  sup- 

43  Miss.  710,  5  Am.  Rep.  514.  port  of  the  worship  of  the  Supreme 

13.  K         V.  H  ,  20  Wis.  239,  Being  than  for  the  8U|>port  of  the  wor- 

91  Am.  Dec,  397.  ship  of  the  devil) ;  Dickinson  v.  Hath- 

14.  Kelly  v.  Independent  Pub.  Co.,  away,  122  La.  644,  48  So.  136,  21 
45  Mont.  127,  122  Pac.  735,  Ann.  L.B.A.(N.S.)  33;  Tillson  v.  Robbim, 
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In  this  connection,  there  is  a  dear  distdnction  between  written  or 
pjinted  defamation  and  merely  verbal  slander.  Much  which,  if 
q>oken,  would  not  be  actionable  without  the  averment  of  extrinsic 
acts,  or  the  allegation  and  proof  of  special  damage,  when  written  or 
printed  is  actionable  per  se,  if  it  would  naturally  expose  the  plaintiff 
to  hatred  or  deprive  him  of  the  benefits  of  public  confidence  and  social 
intercourse.^'  In  each  instance,  however,  the  court  must  be  able 
to  say  from  the  publication  itself,  or  such  explanation  as  it  may 
admit  of,  that  it  does  contain  such  an  imputation  and  has  a  tendency 
to  disgrace  the  person  in  question,  or  to  lower  him  or  exclude  him 
from  society.  Mere  general  abuse  and  scurrility,  however  ill  natured 
or  vexatious,  is  not  actionable,  whether  written  or  spoken,  if  it  does 
not  convey  a  degrading  charge  or  imputation.  But  a  publication, 
to  be  libelous,  need  not  contain  a  direct  and  open  charge.  If,  taking 
the  words  used  in  their  ordinary  acceptation,  they  convey  a  degrad- 
ing imputation,  no  matter  how  indirectly,  they  are  libelous.'®  In 
fact  it  has  been  held  broadly  that  any  publication  is  libelous  which 
is  injurious  to  the  social  chnracter  of  another,  and  is  not  shown  to 
be  true,  or  to  have  been  justifiably  made."  To  charge  a  person 
with  being  illegitimate  is  libelous  and  no  fecial  damage  need  be 
averred."  So  also  reflections  on  the  normalitjr  of  the  sexual  orgnns 
of  persons  have  been  held  actionable,*  especially  in  the  case  of  women, 
where  such  charges  tend  to  ke^  thoin  from  occupying  their  rightful 
position  in  society  as  women.'  It  has  been  held  libelous,  owing  to 
the  obloquy  and  reproach  connected  with  such  affiliations,  to  publish 

68  He.  296,  28  Am.  Rep.  60;  Hony  912,  64  A.  8.  R.  647  and  note,  30 

V.  Homing  Journal  Assn.,  123  N.  Y.  L.R.A.  621. 

207,  25  N.  E.  161,  20  A.  S.  R.  730,  18.  Rice  v.  Simmons,  2  Harr.  (DeL) 

9  L.R.A.  621;  Triggs  v.  Son  Printing  417,  31  Am.  Dec.  766. 

etc.,  Ass'n,  179  N.  Y.  144,  71  N.  E.  19-  McCorkle    v.    BinnB,    5  Bin. 

739,  103  A.  S.  R.  841,  1  Ann.  Cas.  (Pa  )  340,  6  Am.  Dec.  420  (charge  of 

326,  66  L.R.A.  612;  State  v.  Hason,  excommunication  because  of  infamous 

26  Ore.  273,  38  Pae.  130,  46  A.  S.  R.  J  T^^.J  .f^Y^  ^27 

629, 26  L.R.A.  779;  HcCorkle  v.  Binns,  St.  620,  35  AU.  863,  6B  A.  S.  R  74< 

6  Bin.  (Pa.)  340,  6  Am.  Dec  420.  .        v  v.  .,    t    *  r. 

Note:  U6  A.  S.  R.  809.  .J  V            *  .^o'o'"^-  P^' 

28"J^R":o"60^^Z\^B":iJ*^6^ 

2o  Am.  Kep.  50;  Miller  v.  Butler,  6  tj„.  „„„  -a-^r^^J,  „  ip„w  om  n'  o. 

\  71  n*™  TflQ.  Kemper  v.  Fort,  219  Pa.  St. 

Cnsh^  (Hass  )  71  52  Am.  Dec  768;  ^j,         ^  ^  g  ^ 

W.  674,.  21  A.  S.  R.  622  11  L.R.A.  therein  the  charge  was  priviieped. 
72;  Sweeney  v.  Baker,  13  W .  Va.  158,         Eekert  v.  Van  Pelt,  69  Kan.  367, 

31  Am.  Rep.  757;  Lansing  v.  Carpen-  jq  Pac,  909,  66  L.R.A.  266  (newspaper 

ter,  9  Wis.  540,  76  Am.  Dec  281  and  publication  that  a  man  is  a  eunuch 

note.  held  actionable  per  se). 

However,  words  involving  moral  tur-      2.  Halone  v.  Stewart,  15  Ohio  319, 

pitude  are  slanderous  per  se.   Morgan  45  Am.  Dec.  577  and  note  (female 

V.  Kennedy,  62  Uinn.  348,  64  N.  W.  charged  with  bttnc  a  hermaphrodite). 
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faikely  that  a  person  is  an  "anarchist"  '  or  that  he  would  be  an  anar- 
chist if  he  thought  it  would  pay>  Galling  persons  animals  of  various 
kinds,  to  which  a  certain  opprobrium  has  attached  when  ^oken  of 
in  connection  with  individufUs,  is  defamatory.  For  example,  it  has 
been  held  libelous  to  call  a  man  a  "swine,"  a  "frozen  snake,"  referring 
to  the  well  known  fable  concerning  it,  an  "itchy  old  toad,"  or  a 
"black  sheep."  '  But  as  a  general  rule  it  seems  that  there  is  no  right 
of  action  for  tiie  use  of  epithets,  however  vile,  unless  it  appears  that 
there  was  an  intention  to  make  a  diai^  against  the  plaintiff,  wfaidi, 
if  made  in  language  in  itself  unobjectionable,  would  have  been  defam- 
atory. In  fact,  it  has  been  said  that  one  who  utters  contumelious 
epithets  generally  dees  so  in  such  a  state  of  mental  excitement  arising 
out  of  a  desire  merely  to  insult  the  person  addressed  that  any  inten- 
tion to  make  any  specific  defamatory  charge  is  n^atived.*  It  has 
accordingly  been  held  that  no  action  lies  for  calling  a  man  such 
opprobrious  names  as  liar,  cheat,  rascal,  swindler,  blackleg,  and  the 
Uke.'  Other  authorities,  however,  inclhie  to  the  view  that  when  a 
man  applies  to  another  in  a  public  place  tiie  vilest  epithets  in  the 
English  language,  the  injured  person  ou^t  not  to  be  denied  such 
compensation  for  the  wrong  done  him  as  money  can'  afford.^  In 
numerous  instances,  words  holding  women  up  to  ridicule  have  been 
held  actionable,  though  in  no  wise  imputing  unchastity  or  the  com- 
mission of  crime.  For  example,  a  statement  that  a  woman  of  good 
repute  is  engaged  to  a  notorious  person,  a  charge  of  participating  in 
an  athletic  contest  for  the  affections  of  a  young  man,  an  accusation 
charging  one  with  making  a  vulgar  remark,  a  story  of  an  elopement 
witib  a  chewing  gum  agent,  and  numerous  other  written  statements  of 
a  similar  character  have  been  held  libelous.*  A  statement  that  a 
woman  had  hysterics  has,  however,  been  held  not  hbelous  per  se.*' 
Also  the  following  oral  statements  have  been  held  not  slanderous: 
a  charge  that  a  woman  wanted  delicacy;  calling  a  woman  an  old  hen 

8.  Cerveny  v.  Chicago  Daily  News  been  held  actionable  on  the  ground  that 
Co.,  139  111.  345,  28  N.  £.  692.  13  it  is  an  opprobhoos  expression  and  one 
L.H.A.  864.  of  the  strongest  to  convey  the  idea 

4.  Lewis  V.  Daily  News  Co.,  81  Md.  of  moral  turpitude.  Smith  v.  W.  C. 
460,  32  Atl.  246,  29  L.R.A.  59.  Agee,  178  Ala.  627,  59  So.  647,  Ann. 

5.  Solverson  v.  Peterson,  64  Wis.  Cas.  1915B  129;  Savoie  v.  Scanlan, 
198,  25  N.  W.  14,  54  Am.  Rep.  607.  43  La.  Ann.  967,  9  So.  916,  26  A.  S. 

6.  Note:  28  L.R.A.(N.R.)  86.  R.  200  and  note. 

7.  Fawsett  v.  Clark,  48  Md.  494,  9.  Stewart  v.  Swift  Specific  Co.,  76 
30  Am.  Rep.  481  (charge  of  beLog  a  Ga.  280,  2  A.  S.  R.  40  and  note;  Or- 
ronfidence  man) }  Van  Tassel  v.  Cap-  baud  v.  Kalamazoo  Tel.  Co.,  170  Mich, 
ron,  1  Denio  (N.  Y.)  250,  43  Am.  Dec.  387,  136  N.  W.  380,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A 
667.    But  see  infra,  par.  28.  1124  and  note. 

8.  Carriek  v.  Joachim,  126  La.  6,  10.  Cleveland  Leader  Printing  Co. 
52  So.  173,  28  L.R.A.(N.S.)  85  and  v.  Nethersoie,  84  Ohio  St.  118,  95  N. 
note.  E.  735,  Ann.  Cas.  19126  978. 

Thus,  the  term  "damned  rascal"  has 
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or  an  eld  cat,  <a  an  accusation  that  a  woman  struck  her  husband 
on  his  death  bed.  But  an  oral  charge  of  using  immodest  language 
has  been  held  slanderous.^^  Ordering  a  person  from  a  public  place 
may  also  be  actionable  where  such  conduct  contains  an  imputation 
that  the  person  so  accosted  is  not  respectable.^*  A  notice  of  the 
death  of  a  living  person  published  maliciously,  and  calculated  to  sub- 
ject the  person  to  ridicule,  has  been  held  libelous."  Also,  a  written 
charge  that  a  person  has  been  horsewhipped  by  another  has  been 
held  libelous  because  of  the  ridicule  and  oontempt  involved  in  such 
a  charge.** 

27.  Imputations  of  Fraud  or  Falsehood.— It  is  well  settled  that 
written  words  charging  a  person  with  being  a  liar  or  uttering  false- 
hoods are  libelous  per  se.^*  On  this  ground,  it  has  been  held  ihaX 
the  publication  of  an  advertisement  of  an  insurance  company,  con- 
taining a  statement  that  a  certain  person  has  policies  of  insurance 
with  the  company,  and  is  pleased  with  his  investment,  when  in  fact 
he  has  no  such  policies,  is  libelous,  as  having  a  tendency  to  create 
the  impres^on  among  those  who  know  the  facts  that  the  person  has 
told  a  wilful  falsehood,  either  gratuitously,  or  tor  a  consideration.** 
But  an  oral  accusation  of  being  a  liar  has  been  held  not  actionable.'' 
It  may  be  stated  as  a  general  proposition  that  the  question  whether 
language  used  in  impugning  a  claim  or  the  good  faith  of  the  claim- 
ant will  support  an  action  of  libel  or  slander  depends  on  whether 
that  language  imputes  crime,  fraud,  tnr  other  reprehensible  conduct; 
and  that,  to  be  actionable,  the  language  must  be  more  than  hypo- 
thetical, and  must  exclude  the  possibihty  that  the  claimant  acted  in 
good  faith." 

11.  Note:  Ann.  Gas.  1914A  1120.     N.  W.  W2a^  13  Ann.  Gas.  376  (charge 

12.  Davis  V.  Taeoma  By.,  etc.,  Co.,  of  aronlating  a  falsa  report  attadii^ 
35  Wash.  203,  77  Pac  209,  66  LJIA.  the  character  of  another) ;  Colby  v. 
802  and  note  (woman  ordered  from  Reynolds,  6  Vt  489,  27  Am.  Deo.  574 
amusement  park,  by  mistake).  (charge  of  beii^  the  anthor  of  a  false 

13.  McBride  v.  Ellis,  9  Bidi.  L.  (S.  report) ;  Byrne  v.  Fnnk,  38  Wash.  506, 
C.)  313,  67  Am.  Deo.  553  and  note  80  Pae.  772,  3  Ann.  Gas.  647;  Monson 
(death  notice  greatly  ezaggetating  the  v.  Lathrop,  96  Wis.  386,  71  N.  W. 
age  of  the  plaintiff),  606,  65  A.  8.  B.  64. 

14.  Sherin  v.  Eastwood,  27  S.  D.  16.  Psvesich  t.  New  England  Hut. 
312, 131  N.  W.  287,  Ann.  Gas.  1913D  Life  Ins.  Co.,  1^  Oa.  100,  60  S.  E. 
267  and  note.  68,  106  A.  S.  R.  104, 2  Ann.  Gas.  661, 

15.  Nix  V.  Galdwell,  81  Ky.  293,  50  69  L.R.A.  101. 

Am.  Sep.  163  (charge  that  plaintiff     17.  Van  Tassel  v.  Gapron,  1  Denio 
was  not  to  be  believed  under  oath) ;  (N.  Y.)  250,  43  Am.  Dee.  667. 
Riley  v.  Lee,  88  Ky.  603,  11  S.  W.     18-  Brown     Ehn  City  Lumber  Go., 
713,21A.S.R.358;Paztonv.  Wood-  167  N.  G.  0,  82  S.  E.  061,  L.B.A. 
ward,  31  Mont.  196,  78  Pae.  215,  107  1915&  276  and  note^ 
A.  S..R.  416,  3  Ann.  Gas.  546  (writ- 
ten charge  of  being  a  common  liar) ; 
Sheibley  v.  Hose,  76  Neb.  8U,  106 
B.  C.  L.  Vol,  XVn.— 19.  289 
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28.  Charges  of  Extortion,  Cheating,  or  Dishonesty^ — Charges  of 
extortion  have  been  held  actionable,  particularly  when  they  aflfect 

the  business  or  profession  of  the  person  referred  to,'*  as  they  tend 
to  bring  him  into  disrepute,  to  degrade  him  in  the  estimation  of  the 
community,  and  to  deprive  him  of  public  confidence.**'  In  deter^ 
mining  whether  or  not  a  charge  of  dishonesty  is  actionable  much 
appears  to  depend  on  whether  the  accusation  is  in  writing  or  is  merely 
oral.  Thus,  to  accuse  a  person  orally  of  cheating  or  of  being  a  cheat 
is  not  actionable  unless  special  damage  is  shown,  or  the  charge  is 
made  of  s  person  in  connection  with  his  oecupation  or  with  refer- 
ence to  his  methods  of  carrying  on  business,'  but  if  the  words  used 
are  written  or  published  tiiey  are  libelous  per  se.*  So  in  general  there 
are  many  authorities  holding  charges  of  dishonesty  in  various  forms 
libelous,  when  such  charges  are  written  or  printed,'  even  when  the 
words  used  merely  intimate  a  suspicion  of  dishonesty.*  On  the  other 
hand,  an  oral  charge  of  gross  dishonesty,  for  which,  if  true,  one 
would  be  liable  civiUy  but  not  criminally  has  been  held  not  action- 
able per  se.*  But  the  charge  of  being  a  "humbug,"  meaning  an 
impostor,  deceiver  or  cheat,  has  been  held  actionable,  whether  oral 
or  written,  particularly  when  accompanied  by  expressions  clearly 
implying  a  charge  of  fraud.*  It  has  berai  hcdd  clearly  libelous  to 
make  a  written  charge  of  conspiracy  to  defraud,  cheat  or  swindle,' 
or  of  collusion  with  others  in  tiie  perpetration  of  immoral  conduct.* 
A  circular  charging  that  a  corporation  is  attempting  to  monopolize 

19.  Sandaraon  v.  Caldwell,  45  N.  T.  anias'*) ;  World  Pnb.  Go.  t.  Mullen, 
398,  6  Am.  Rep.  105;  Holmes  v.  Jones,  43  Neb.  126,  61  N.  W.  108,  47  A.  S. 
147  N.  T.  59,  41  N.  E.  409,  49  A.  R.  737  (charge  of  suspicious  drenm- 
S.  R.  646  (charge  that  an  undertaker  stances  in  eonnection  with  fire  and 
had  presented  an  aE<M:bitant  bill) ;  fire  insurance) ;  Trenton  Mutual  Life, 
Bradley  t.  Cramer,  59  Wis.  309,  18  ete.,  Ins.  Co.  v.  Ferrine,  23  N.  J.  L. 
N.  W.  268,  48  Am.  Rep.  511  (charge  402,  57  Am.  Dee.  400  (diarge  of  act- 
of  &andul«it  extortion  of  money),  ing  fraudulently  and  swindlii^  Uie 
See  infra,  par.  34,  46.  public);  Holt  v.  Paxsons,  23  Tex.  9, 

20.  Astrue  v.  Star  Co.,  193  Fed.  631,  76  Am.  Dee.  49  (charge  of  wrongfully 
113  C.  G.  A.  499,  40  L.B.A.(N.S.)  79.  retaming  church  funds). 

1.  Van  Tassel  v.  Gapron,  1  Denio  4.  Hart  v.  Reed,  1  B.  Hon.  (Ky.) 
(N.  Y.)  250,  43  Am.  Dee.  667.  166,  35  Am.  Dec.  179;  Peterson  v. 

2.  Takavicze  v.  ValentnkevicioQS,  84  Western  Union  TeL  Go.,  65  Minn.  18, 
Conn.  350,  SO  AtL  94,  Ann.  Gas.  1912G  67  N.  W.  646,  33  L.R.A.  302. 

1264  and  note.  5.  Alfele  v.  Wright,  17  Ohio  St. 

3.  McDuff  T.  Detroit  Evening  Jour-  238,  93  Am.  Dec  615. 

nal  Go.,  84  Mich.  1,  47  N.  W.  671,  6.  Ramharter  v.  Olson,  26  S.  D. 
22  A.  S.  R.  673  (charge  of  getting  499,  128  N.  W.  806,  Ann.  Gas.  1913B 
away  with  parents*  property) ;  Ubl-  253  and  note. 

man  v.  Farm  Stock,  etc.,  Co.,  126     7.  Handy  v.  Williamson,  86  Ga.  651, 
Minn.  239,  148  N.  W.  102,  Ann.  Cas.  12  S.  E.  874,  22  A.  S.  B.  479. 
1915D  888  (charge  of  being  a  "pre-     8.  Snyder  v.  Fulton,  34  Md.  128,  6 
cious  bunch  of  crooks"  and  "as  straight  Am.  Rep.  314 
as  a  rail  fence  and  as  honest  as  An- 
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the  manufactuie  of  certain  articles  and  is  deceiving  the  courts  to 
secure  unwarranted  protection  is  undoubtedly  libelous  per  se.' 

29.  Various  Charges  of  Dishonorable  or  Improper  Conduct. — Writ- 
ten words  charging  that  a  person  has  infringed  another's  patent  have 
been  held  libelous,  because  of  the  injury  to  one's  reputation  and  the 
exposure  to  hatred  and  contempt  involved  in  such  an  aGCUsation.'<^ 
So  also  a  charge  that  a  woman  has  been  guilty  of  libel  has  been  held 
actionable  per  se,  though  the  offense  is  not  punishable  as  a  crime, 
on  the  ground  that  sudb  alleged  conduct  is  immoral  and  often  infa- 
mous.*' A  written  >iccusation  that  one  has  treated  his  child  cruelly 
is  libelous  per  se,"  as  are  also  written  words  charging  a  wife  with 
deserting  her  husband  in  his  sickness,*'  or  a  false  charge  that  a 
man  has. been  guilty  of  breach  of  promise  of  marriage.'*  Accusing 
a  person  of  telling  secrets  may  be  actionable,  because  of  the  dishonor 
connected  witli  such  conduct  For  example,  it  has  been  held  that 
to  charge  one  with  being  a  secret  slanderer  and  scandalmonger,  with 
betraying  his  friends  and  telling  lodge  secrets,  is  libelous  per  se.'* 
Not  every  conceivable  statement  which  is  distasteful  to  the  person 
spoken  of  is  actionable,  however.  Thus,  words  which  are  merely 
opprobrious  and  charge  mere  improprieties  have  been  held  not  libel- 
ous." 

30.  Caricatures  and  Picturizations. — The  question  whether  or  not 
the  unautiiorized  use  of  a  photograph  or  o&er  picturization  of  a  person 
gives  rise  to  an  action  for  damages  has  caused  considerable  litigation 
in  recent  years.  How  far  such  action  constitutes  an  invasion  of  Uie 
so-called  right  of  privacy  is,  however,  ^cussed  elsewhere,*'  ttie  sole 
inquiry  here  being  as  to  whether  or  not  the  use  of  a  representation 
of  another  is  libelous.  At  common  law,  it  is  well  settled  that  written 
or  printed  publications,  caricatures,  pictures  or  effigiea  which  falsely 
tend  to  bring  a  person  into  public  disgrace,  contempt  or  ridicule  are 
libelous.  For  example,  if  a  newspaper  article,  accusing  a  certain 
person  of  being  a  "suicide  fiend,"  is  accompanied  by  a  picture  in  such 

9.  Sternberg  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Miller,  ete.,  13.  Smith  v.  Smith,  73  Mich.  445, 
Mfg.  Co.,  170  Fed.  298,  95  C.  C.  A.  41  N.  W.  499,  16  A.  S.  R.  594,  3 
494,  18  Ann,  Cas.  69.    .  L.R.A.  52. 

10.  Watson  T.  Trask,  6  Ohio  531,  14.  Morey  v.  Morning  Journal  Ass'n, 
27  Am.  Dec.  271.  See  also  Flint  v.  123  N.  Y.  207,  25  N.  E.  161,  20  A. 
Hutchinson  Smoke  Burner  Co.,  110  S.  R.  730,  9  L.R.A,  621  (charge  that 
Mo.  492,  19  S.  W.  804,  33  A.  S.  R.  a  breach  of  promise  suit  is  threatened 
476,  16  Ii.R.A.  243,  wherein  a  suit  against  a  married  man). 

to  enjoin  a  libel  charging  patent  in-  16.  Patton  v.  Cruce,  72  Ark.  421, 
fringement  was  instituted.  81  S.  W.  380,  105  A.  8.  R.  46,  65 

11.  Andres  v.  Koppenheafer,  3  Sei^.  L.RA.  937. 

A  R.  (Pa.)  255,  8  Am.  Dec.  647.  16.  Robbins  v.  Treadway,  2  J.  J. 

12.  Penstermaker  v.  Tribune  Pub.  Maish.-  (Ky.)  640,  19  Am.  Dec  162. 
Co.,  12  Utah  439,  43  Pac  112, 13  Utah     17.  See  PmvAOT. 

£32,  45  Pae.  1097,  35  L.BJL  611. 
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a  way  as  to  be  in  effect  a  statement  that  it  is  a  picture  of  the  person 
referred  to,  both  together  constitute  a  libel,  although  the  published 
article  gives  as  the  name  of  the  person  referred  to  a  name  other  than 
that  of  the  person  whose  picture  is  publishedi  and  although  the  latter 
may  not  have  been  damaged  in  the  estimation  of  friends.'^  How- 
ever, the  mere  publication  without  malice  of  the  photograi^  of  an- 
other, as  part  of  an  advertisement,  for  example,  is  not  libelous,  when 
such  publication  contains  nothing  defamatory,  scandalous  or  untrue,*' 
and  there  is  even  some  authority  for  the  view  that  no  actionable 
wrong  arises  out  of  the  unauthorized  publication  of  one's  portrait, 
although  it  is  in  connection  with  that  of  another  person  who  is  accused 
of  crime.*"  But  there  are  authorities  which  hold  that  there  may  be 
a  recovery  in  cases  wherein  the  portraits  of  persons  have  been  improp- 
erly used  in  connection  with  medical  advertisements,  such  cases  being 
based  on  the  theory  that  such  publications  tend  to  injum  the  persons 
whose  pictures  have  been  thus  used  in  the  estimation  of  a  consider- 
able and  respectable  class  of  the  community.* 

31.  Imputation  of  Being  of  Negro  Blood. — According  to  the  weight 
of  authority^  a  charge  that  a  white  j^rson  is  a  negro  or  mulatto,  or 
is  tainted  witii  negro  blood,  is  actionable  per  se.*  In  early  cases  in 

18.  Wandt  T.  Heaisfs  "Chica0>  naction  with  a  statcmoit  that  her  fa- 
American,"  129  Wis.  419,  109  N.  W.  ther  was  aboat  to  be  arrested  for 
70,  116  A.  8.  R.  959,  9  Ann.  Cas.  864  crime  was  held  not  libelous  as  ezpoa- 
and  note,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  919  and  note,  ing  her  to  ridicnie  or  depriving  her  of 
See  also  Randall  v.  Evening:  News  social  interconrse). 

Ass'n,  79  Mich.  266,  44  N.  W.  783,  7  But  in  some  jurisdictions  it  is  now 
L.R.A.  309,  wherein  it  was  held  libd-  provided  by  statute  that  damages  may 
ons  to  publish  a  caricature  of  a  mem-  be  recovered  for  the  unauthorized  use 
ber  of  the  legislature  standing  on  a  of  the  portrait  of  another.  Binns  t. 
platform  resting  on  bottles,  one  of  Vitagraph  Co.  of  America,  210  N.  Y. 
which  was  marked  "Rye,"  with  a  cask  51,  103  N.  B.  1108,  Ann.  Cas.  1915B 
marked  "Gin"  with  the  faucet  all  ready  1024  and  note,  L.R.A.1915C  839. 
for  opening  on  the  platform,  on  which  guch  matters,  however,  pertain  prop- 
cask  his  right  foot  rested  while  his  left  „i  to  the  question  of  the  right  of 
hand  was  pressed  against  his  heart,  privacy  See  Phivact 
and  his  right  hand  extended  held  a  bag  ^  ri't,  oia  tt  <! 
marked  "$,"  and  the  accompanying  ^-  ct^fiS  n 's  ed  ^' 
tide  charged  corruption.  tf'  ?^      ^^^^XL  ■  T 

19.  Henry  v.  Cherry,  30  R.  I.  13,  ^^^^J^^  J° 
73  Atl.  97,  136  A.  S.  R.  928,  18  Ann.  Foster-Milbum  Co.  v.  Chum,  134  Ky. 
Cas.  1006,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  991  and  424,  120  S.  W.  364,  136  A.  S.  R.  417, 
note.  See  also  Robeson  v.  Rochester  34  L.R.A.  1137  and  note,  the  publica- 
Folding  Box  Co.,  171  N.  Y.  538,  64  tion  of  the  picture  of  the  plaintiff,  with 
N.  B.  442,  89  A.  S.  R.  828,  59  L.R.A.  a  forged  recommendation  of  a  patent 
478,  wherein  damages  were  denied  on  medicine,  was  held  actionable,  partly 
the  theory  of  a  "right  of  privacy."  on  the  theory  that  such  publication  was 

20.  Hillman  v.  Star  Pub.  Co.,  64  libelous  as  tending  to  cause  ridicule, 
Wash.  691,  117  Pac.  594,  35-L.R.A.  and  partly  on  the  theory  of  an  inva- 
(N.S.)  595  and  note  (in  this  ease  the  sion  of  the  rights  of  privacy, 
publication  of  a  girl's  portrait  in  con-  2.  Morris  v.  State,  109  Ark.  530, 160 
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the  United  States  calling  a  man  a  mulatto  was  held  actionable  per  se, 
because,  if  true,  the  party  would  generally  be  deprived  of  all  (nvil 
rights,  and  would  be  liable  to  be  tried  in  all  cases  under  the  negro 
act,  without  the  privilege  of  a  trial  by  jury.  But  even  since  the 
enactment  of  the  thirteenth,  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  amendments 
to  the  federal  constitution,  it  has  been  held  that  such  charges  are 
lihelous  per  se,  because  these  amendments  in  no  way  affect  the  social 
relations  between  the  white  and  colored  races.'  The  rule  making 
such  charges,  when  false,  libelous  per  se  has  been  applied  even  where 
the  charge  was  made  by  mistake.  For  example,  publishing  a  tele- 
graphic despatch  concerning  a  white  man,  which  as  originally  writ- 
ten referred  to  him  as  a  "cultured  gentleman,"  but  was  incorrectly 
transmitted  by  the  telegraph  company  as  "colored  gentleman,"  and 
was  later.  <dianged  by  a  newspaper  e^tor-to  "negro,"  has  been  held 
libelous.*  However,  some  authorities  hold  that  char^  of  being  a 
negro  are  not  actionable  per  se,  particularly  if  the  charge  is  merely 
oral.* 

32.  Imputstiott  of  Mental  Incapacity. — A  written  statement  that  a 
person  is  insane  or  that  his  mind  is  so  seriously  impaired  as  to  dis- 
qualify him  from  attending  to  his  business  has  been  held  actionable, 
even  where  his  alleged  condition  was  attributed  to  overwork,  and 
although  the  statement  was  made  in  the  honest  behef  of  its  truth.* 
On  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  held  that  an  action  will  not  lie  for 
orally  imputing  insanity  to  a  person,  without  proof  of  specifj  dam- 
age.^ Such  charges,  when  reduced  to  writing,  are  held  actionable 
because  of  tiie  ridicule  or  contempt  involved  therein,  or  on  the  ground 
that  they  may  tend  to  deprive  the  person  so  charged  of  his  right  of 
social  intercourse.^  It  is  clear  that  an  accusation  of  lack  of  intellectual 
training  or  schooling  falls  short  of  a  charge  of  mental  unbalance  and, 
hence,  is  not  actionable  merely  as  a  charge  of  general  mental  inca- 
pacity, although  it  may  be  actionable  as  affecting  the  business  or 
profession  of  the  person  in  question.* 

S.  W.  387,  Ann.  Gas.  1915C  926  and  72;  Moon  t.  Franda,  121  N.  T.  199, 
note.  23  N.  E.  1127,  18  A.  S.  B.  810,  8 

Notes:  116  A.  S.  B.  810;  36  L.B.A.  L.B.A.  214. 
(N.S.)  974;  Ann.  Gas.  I913B  1156.        7.  Joannes  t.  Bart,  6  Allen  (Mass.) 

3.  Note:  36  LJl.A.(N.S.)  974.       236,  83  Am.  Dec.  625;  Mayrant  v. 

4.  Flood  T.  News,  etc.,  Co.,  71  S.  G.  Richardson,  1  Nott  &  MeC.  (S.  C.) 
112,  SO  S.  E.  637,  4  Ann.  Gas.  685  347,  9  Am.  Dee.  707  (oral  eharge 
and  note.  against  a  congressman  that  his  mind 

6.  Williams  v.  lUddle,  145  Ey.  459,  was  weak  held  not  actionaUe  per  se). 

140  S.  W.  661,  Ann.  Gas.  1913B  115     8.  Stewart  t.  Swift  Specific  Co.,  76 

and  note,  36  L.B.A.(N.S.)  974  and  Oa.  280,  2  A.  S.  R.  40. 

note.  9.  Sweeney  v.  Baker,  13  W.  Va.  168, 

Note:  4  Ann.  Cas.  689.  31  Am.  Rep.  757.    See  generally,  in- 

6.  Belknap  v.  Ball,  83  Midi.  683,  47  fra,  par.  34,  46  et  seq. 

N.  W.  674,  21  A.  S.  R.  622, 11  L.R.A. 
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33.  Imputation  of  Loathsome  or  Contagious  Disease. — It  is  a  rule 
of  the  common  law  that  an  action  will  lie,  without  proof  of  special 

damage,  for  ^>eaking  words  of  another  which  impute  that  he  has  a 
loathsome  or  contagious  disease,  at  the  time  of  puhlication,  it  being 
ohvious  that  such  charges  would,  if  believed,  wholly  or  partially 
exclude  such  person  from  good  society,'*  To  come  within  the  rule, 
however,  tiie  disease  charged  must  be  either  leprosy,*  plague,  or  a 
venereal  disease,'^  although  the  exact  form  of  venereal  or  other  disease 
need  not  be  specified,  as  a  charge  of  having  a  disease  of  any  kind 
answering  this  descripCion  is  actionable  per  se.^'  If,  however,  the 
charge  is  in  the  past  tense,  no  action  will  lie  without  proof  of  special 
dama^,  unless  the  words  impute  a  continuance  of  the  disorder  at 
the  time  of  speaking,  the  reason  for  this  distinction  being  that  such 
a  charge  cannot  produce  the  effect  which  makes  it  the  subject  of  an 
action,  namely,  exclusion  from  society."  But  while  the  rule  with 
respect  to  an  oral  imputation  of  a  disease  is  strict  in  its  requirement 
that  the  disease  charged  must  be  either  leprosy,  plague,  or  a  venereal 
disease,  the  rule  pertaining  to  a  written  imputation  qf  a  disease  is 
apparently  broader  in  its  application.  The  few  cases  in  point  hold 
that  it  is  libelous  per  se  falsely  to  charge  one  in  writing  with  having 
any  repulsive  disease  or  condition  which  would  necessarily  cause  him 
to  be  shunned  or  avoided,  or  expose  him  to  ridicule  or  contempt,  as, 
for  example,  a  statement  that  a  person  has  the  itch.*'  A  false  state- 
ment that  a  woman  has  communicated  to  her  husband  a  loathsome 
disease  has  been  held  actionable  as  imputing  a  want  of  chastity.^' 


34.  In  General. — ^Words,  whether  oral  or  written,  which  injuri- 
ously affect  the  profession,  business  or  employment  of  another  by 
imputing  to  him  a  want  of  capacity  or  fitness  for  engaging  in  the 
same  are  actionable  per  se,  without  proof  of  special  damage,  eJthough 
such  words  do  not  defame  the  person  in  the  ordinary  sense,  or  impute 
to  him  blame,  moral  turpitude,  or  even  censure.'*  For  example,  a 


10.  Watson  v.  McCarthy,  2  Ga.  67,     16.  Note:  24  L.B.A.(N.S.)  613. 
46  Am.  Dec.  380  (charge  of  gonorrhea     16.  Johnson  t.  Bra^treet  Co.,  77 
held  actionable  per  se).  Ga.  172,  4  A.  S.  B.  77;  Hardy  v.  Wil- 

li. Note:  Ann.  Cos.  1914A  1255.     liamson.  86  Ga.  651,  12  S.  E.  874,  22 

12.  Rancher  t.  Blinn,  29  Ohio  St.  A.  S.  R.  479;  Spence  v.  Johnson,  142 
62,  23  Am.  Rep.  727  (oral  charge  of  Ga.  267,  82  S.  E.  646,  Ann.  Cas.  1916A 
venereal  disease  held  actionable  per  1195;  Pacific  Pwddng  Co.  v.  Brad- 
se) .  street  Co.,  25  Idaho  696, 139  Pac.  1007, 

13.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  1256.     61  L.R.A.(N.S.)  893;  Pennsylvania 

14.  Lewis  V.  Hayes,  165  Cal.  627.  Iron  Works  Co.  v.  Vogt  Mach.  Co., 
132  Pac.  1022,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  148  139  Ky.  497,  96  S.  W.  551,  139  A. 
and  note;  Hamilton  v.  Nance,  159  N.  S.  R.  504,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1023;  Mo 
C.  56,  74  S.  E.  627,  Ann.  Gas.  1914A  rasse  v.  Brochn,  151  Mass.  567,  25  N. 
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1253  and  note. 


E.  74,  21  A.  S.  B.  474,  8  L.B.A.  524; 
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letter  writtoi  by  a  manufacture  to  a  proepective  customer,  stating 
that  a  business  rival  is  a  secondhand  dealer,  puts  in  inferictr  work, 
has  a  scab  establishment,  and  has  not  a  mechanic  in  its  establishment 
is  libelous  and  no  alle^Uion  of  special  damage  is  necessary.*'  So  V 
also  it  is  actionable  to  impute  to  another  ungentlemanly  and  dis- 
courteous conduct,*^  or  to  charge  him  generally  with  being  drunk,^*  if 
such  accusations  tend  to  disqualify  or  incapacitate  him  for  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties  in  the  business  in  which  he  is  engaged.  Charges 
of  d^onorable  conduct  in  business  have  frequently  been  held  action- 
able because  of  the  injury  likely  to  result  to  the  business  or  profes- 
sion of  the  person  referred  to.  Thus,  a  declaration  that  a  person  has 
received  more  goods  than  he  has  accounted  for  is  clearly  actionable 
as  importing  a  charge  against  such  person  in  his  mercantile  char- 
acter.** Likewise,  to  say  of  a  contractor  that,  in  completing  a  build- 
ing, he  will  put  in  a  gmde  of  material  inferior  to  that  called  for  in 
the  q)ecifications  is  sland«rous.*  It  has  also  been  held  that  it  is 
libelous  to  charge  the  publisher  of  a  newspi^er  with  insincerity  or 
with  Uie  sale  of  the  influence  of  his  paper  because  of  the  injury  to 
his  business  likely  to  result  therefrom.*  Charges  of  fraud  in  connec- 
tion with  Hie  business  of  a  person  are  clearly  actionable,'  as,  for 
instance,  accusing  a  person  of  keeping  false  accounts,*  or  of  collusion 

Dallavo  v.  Snider,  143  Ifieh.  MZ,  107  be  maintained  in  the  absence  of  malice 
K.  W.  271,  114  A.  S.  R.  684,  8  Ann.  or  a  wilful  purpose  of  inaicting  in- 
Cas.  212  and  note,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  jury  on  the  part  of  the  defendant). 
973;  Williams  v.  Davenport,  42  Minn.  17.  Pennsylvania  Iron  Works  Co.  v. 
393,  44  N.  W.  3U,  18  A.  S.  R.  519  Henry  Vogt  Mach.  Co.,  139  Ky.  497, 
and  note;  St.  James  Military  Acad-  96  S.  W.  551,  29  Ky.  L.  Rep.  861,  139 
emy  v.  Gaiser,  125  Mo.  517,  28  S.  W.  A.  S.  R.  504,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1023. 
851,  46  A.  S.  R.  502  and  note,  28  18.  Williams  t.  Davenport,  42  Minn. 
L.R.A.  667  (recovery  by  corporation  393,  44  N.  W.  311,  18  A.  S.  R.  519. 
allowed  for  written  assertion  that  in-  19.  Brongfaton  v.  McQrew,  39  Fed. 
Btitution  of  learning  was  immoral);  672,  5  L.R.A.  406.  See  supra,  par.  20. 
Moore  v.  Francis,  121  N.  Y.  199,  23  20.  Hoyle  v.  Young,  1  Wash.  (Va.) 
N.  E.  1127,  18  A.  S.  R.  810  and  note,  150,  1  Am.  Dec.  446. 
8  L.R.A.  214;  Watson  v.  Trask,  6  Ohio  1.  Cooley  v.  Galyon,  109  Tenn,  1, 
531,  27  Am.  Dec.  271  and  note  (charge  70  S.  W.  607,  97  A.  S.  B.  923,  60 
of  patent  infringement  held  libelous  L.R.A.  139. 
as  tending  to  injury  of  one's  business) ;  2.  Note:  93  A.  S.  B.  906. 
Wildee  v.  McKee,  111  Pa.  St.  335,  2  3.  Brown  v,  American  Freehold 
Atl.  108,  66  Am.  Rep.  271;  Price  v.  Land  Mortg.  Co.,  97  Tex.  599,  80  S. 
Conway,  134  Pa.  St.  340,  19  Att.  687,  W.  985,  67  L.R.A.  105.  See  ahio  sn- 
19  A.  S.  R.  704,  8  L.R.A.  193  and  pra,  par.  28, 

note;  Gross  Coal  Co.  v.  Rose,  126  Wis.  In  A.  B.  Farquhar  Co.  National 
24,  105  N.  W.  225,  110  A.  S.  R.  894,  Harrow  Co.,  102  Fed.  714,  42  C.  C.  A. 
6  Ann.  Cas.  549,  2  L.B.A.(N.S.)  741  600, 49  L.R.A.  755,  a  fraudulent  charge 
and  note.  But  see  Hovey  v.  Rubber  of  infringement,  sent  to  the  agents  of 
Tip  Pencil  Co.,  57  N.  Y,  119,  15  Am.  a  rival,  was  held  cognizable  in  equity. 
Rep.  470  (wherein  it  is  said  by  way  4.  Burtch  v.  Nit^erson,  17  Johiu. 
of  dictum  that  an  action  for  a  Ubel  (N.  Y.)  217,  8  Am.  Dec.  390. 
injiurioas  to  plaintifb*  buainMs  cannot 

295 


1 


Digitized  by  Google 


UBEL  AND  SLANDEB 


17  B.  C.  L. 


to  cheat  those  with  whom  he  transacts  business.*  Charges  of  extortion 
in  business  are  also  clearly  actionable,  as  tending  to  bring  the  object 
of  it  into  disrepute,  to  dorado  him  in  lite  estimation  of  the  com- 
munity, to  deprive  him  of  public  confidence,  and  so  to  injure  him 
in  his  business  or  profession.' 

35.  Limitations  upon  Recovery  for  Imputations  Affecting  Busi- 
ness.— Not  every  conceivable  charge  which  may  possibly  lessen  a 
man's  business  will  warrant  a  recovery  of  damages  for  the  publica- 
tion thereof.  Thus,  a  charge  against  a  contractor  of  mere  tmfriend- 
liness  towards  organized  labor  has  been  held  not  susceptible  of  being 
so  construed  as  to  impute  to  such  person  dishonesty  or  unreliability 
and  hence  is  not  libelous  as  affecting  his  buoness,  although  a  false 
and  malicious  publication  in  reference  to  his  treatment  of  his  serv- 
ants may  be.'  Also,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  not  a  libel  to  charge 
a  person  with  having  done  that  which  he  may  legally  and  properly 
do,  it  has  been  held  not  libelous  to  publish  a  copy  of  a  public  record 
of  conditional  sales  made  by  a  retail  merchant,  although  the  publi- 
cation subjects  the  seller  to  the  hatred  of  his  customers  and  injures 
him  in  his  business.*  There  are  a  few  other  limitations  on  the  right 
to  recover  damages  for  imputations  affecting  one's  profession  or  busi- 
ness, which  must  be  noted.  Thus,  the  publication  of  an  article  stat- 
ing that  a  dinner  fumidhed  by  a  caterer  on  a.  public  occasion  was 
"wretched,"  and  was  served  "in  such  a  way  that  even  hungry  bar- 
barians might  justly  object,"  and  that  "the  cigars  were  simply  vile, 
and  the  wines  not  much  better,"  has  been  held  not  actionable  per  se, 
on  the  ground  that  such  a  charge  relates  to  but  one  occasion  and  is 
therefore  not  a  libel  on  the  plaintiff  in  the  way  of  his  business  and 
that,  therefore,  in  such  a  case  no  recovery  will  be  allowed  without 
proof  of  special  damage.*   As  a  general  proposition,  therefore,  the 

5.  Hardy  v.  Williamson,  86  Oa.  651,  exacted  extortionate  prices  and  refused 
12  S.  E.  874,  22  A.  S.  R.  479.  See  to  sell  coal  to  personB  suffering  from 
also  Dom  v.  Cooper,  139  la.  742,  117  illnees). 

N.  W.  1,  118  N.  W.  35,  16  Ann.  Cas.  7.  Labor  Review  Pub.  Co.  v.  Galli- 
744  (charge  of  entering  into  a  pool  her,  153  Ala.  364,  45  So.  188,  15  Ann. 
to  control  price  of  hogs).  Cas.  674  and  note  (publishii^  a  notice 

6.  Astruc  T.  Star  Co.,  193  Fed.  631,  that  a  contractor  had  been  placed  on 
113  C.  C.  A.  499,  40  LJR.A.(N.S.)  79  the  "unfair  list"). 

and  note  (charge  that  one  having  agen-  8.  State  v.  Darwin,  63  Wash.  303, 
oy  to  secnre  talent  for  opera  house  ex-  115  Pac.  309,  33  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1026. 
acts  exorbitant  amounts  from  artists  However,  in  State  v.  Darwin,  supra, 
for  contracts);  Riggs  t.  Denniston,  the  decision  was  based  partly  on  the 
3  Johns.  Cas.  (N.  Y.)  198,  2  Am.  Dec  ground  that  the  pnblieatiOD  was  privi- 
145;  Sanderson  v.  Caldwell,  45  N.  Y.  leged. 

398,  6  Am,  Rep.  105;  Gross  Coal  Co.  9.  Dooling  v.  Budget  Pub.  Co.,  144 
v.  Rose,  126  Wis.  24,  105  N.  W.  225,  Mass.  258,  10  N,  E.  809,  59  Am.  Rep. 
110  A.  S.  R.  894  and  note,  5  Ann.  83.  See  also  Bearce  v.  Bass,  88  Me. 
Cas.  549,  2  L.RA..(N.S.)  741  (charge  521,  34  Atl.  411,  51  A.  S.  R  446, 
that  a  coal  dealer  during  a  coal  funine  wherein  an  atte^  on  a  mxkgle  piece  of 
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charge  complained  of  must  relate  to  the  business  of  t^e  injured  partj 
to  warrant  recovery.  It  is  not  enough  that  the  language  used  tends 
to  injure  a  person  in  his  office,  profession,  or  trade,  but  it  must  be 
published  of  him  in  his  official  or  business  character.**  On  the  other 
baud,  the  rule  has  been  stated  somewhat  differently  aa  follows:  Where 
the  words  used  have  such  a  relation  to  the  profession  or  occupation 
of  the  plaintiff  that  they  directly  tend  to  injure  him  in  respect  to 
it,  or  to  impair  confidence  in  his  chaxector  or  ability,  when  from  the 
nature  of  his  business  great  confidence  must  necessarily  be  reposed, 
they  are  actionable,  although  not  applied  by  tibe  speaker  to  tiie  pro- 
fession or  occupati(m  of  the  plaintiff;  when,  however,  they  convey 
only  a  general  imputation  on  his  character,  equally  injurious  to  any 
one  of  whom  they  might  be  spoken,  they  are  not  actionable,  unless 
such  application  be  made.**  The  damage  to  the  injured  party  for 
which  a  recovery  is  sought  must  be  a  necessary,  natural  or  proximate 
consequCTce  of  the  publication  complained  of,  or  the  nature  of  the 
charge  itself  must  be  such  that  the  court  can  legally  presume  that 
the  person  has  been  injured  in  his  business.  It  has  accordingly  been 
held  that  a  statement  that  a  professional  man  has  moved  his  office 
up  to  his  house  to  save  expense  is  not  libelous.*'  As  a  rule,  no  action 
will  lie  for  defamatory  words,  either  spoken  or  written,  which  merely 
relate  to  the  conduct  of  a  person  while  engaged  in  some  unlawful 
business,  or  in  the  pursuit  of  some  profession  without  having  com- 
plied with  the  requirements  of  the  law.  For  example,  an  osteopath 
practicing  as  a  doctor  without  a  license  cannot  recover  damages  for 
a  libel  on  him  in  his  common  law  right  to  do  business  as  an  osteo- 
path, since  that  was  not  the  charactor  in  which  he  was  attempting 
to  carry  on  tiie  business.*'  A  person  does  not,  however,  necessarily 
forfeit  all  legal  claim  to  protection  against  defamatory  matter  affect- 
ing his  character  because  he  has  been  guilty  of  a  single  illegal  act, 
and  consequently  an  action  for  libel  can  be  maintained  where  the 
publication  complained  of  imputes  misconduct  to  one  in  a  matter 
independent  of  the  illegal  transaction,  even  though  arising  out  of 

work  of  a  oontraetor  was  held  not  to  Note :  1  Am.  Dec.  449. 

be  an  attadc  on  his  business  aa  oou-  See  also  Dudley  t.  Bri^,  141  Mass. 

tractor.  582,  6  N.  E.  717,  55  Am.  Rep.  494, 

10.  Wooten  v.  Martin,  140  Ky.  781,  wherein,  however,  for  failure  to  show 

131  S.  W.  783,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  407  injury  it  was  held  that  no  action  lay. 

(business  of  milliner  held  not  in  jured  11.  Sanderson  t.  Caldwell,  45  N.  Y. 

by  a  char^  of  taking  prize  tickets  398,  6  Am.  Rep.  105. 

from  a  merchant) ;  Legg  v.  Dunleavy,  12.  Stewart  v.  Minnesota  Tribune 

80  Mo.  658,  50  Am.  Rep.  512  (charge  Co.,  40  Minn.  101,  41  N.  W.  457,  12 

that  architect  had  given  work  for  a  A.  S.  R.  696. 

oommission  held  not  actionable  in  ah-  13.  Note:  33  Xi.R.A.(N.S.)  90,  OL 
sence  of  an  innuendo) ;  Sanderson  v. 
CaldwflU,  45  N.  Y.  398,  6  Am.  Rep. 
105. 
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it  Thua,  U  has  been  declared,  a  charge  of  practiomg  fraud  in  a 
horse  race  may  be  actionable,  because  of  the  general  injury  to  char- 
acter resulting  from  a  charge  of  fraud,  altiiough  horse  radng  is 
ill^al,  and  a  recovery  could  not  be  had  in  connection  with  the  illegal 
business  of  horse  racing.^^  A  further  limitation  on  the  right  df 
recovery  for  imputations  affecting  business  must  be  noted.  The 
injured  party  must  have  been  engaged  in  business  to  obtain  a  recov- 
ery; and  if  he  has  retired  before  tiie  alleged  publication,  he  cannot 
recover.  So  also  it  has  been  held  that  he  cannot  recover  where  the 
allegation  is  merely  that  the  plaintiff  has  been  prevented  from  going 
into  a  business  transaction  by  reason  of  the  defendant's  conduct^* 
The  question  as  to  the  right  to  bring  an  action  for  the  disparage- 
ment of  tiie  goods  of  another  is  diseased  elsewhere.^* 

36.  Imputatfons  of  InsolTency  and  Kindred  Charges.— Publishing 
a  false  statement  imputing  insolvency  to  a  merchant  is  clearly  action- 
able per  se,''  and  words  impugning  tiie  solvency  of  a  person  or  affect- 
ing his  credit  have  been  held  actionable,  though  not  spoken  in  rela- 
tion to  his  particular  trade  or  buainess.^^  For  example,  it  has  been 
held  that  it  is  slanderous  to  say,  falsely  and  maliciously,  of  one  who 
is  merely  a  fanner,  that  he  is  not  able  to  pay  his  debts,  that  he  owes 
more  than  he  is  worth,  and  that  those  whom  be  owes  had  better 
push  him,  or  they  will  lose.^*  Other  authorities,  however,  hold  tiiat 
to  make  an  oral  charge  of  insolvency  actionable  per  se,  it  must, be 
shown  that  the  words  were  actually  spoken  of  and  concerning  the 
plaintiff  in  relation  to  his  business.^  If  a  written  charge  is  made 
that  a  business  firm  is  "embarrassed,"  such  an  accusation  is  libelous 
if  it  means  that  the  person  is  insolvent  and  unworthy  of  credit.' 
Furthermore,  to  publish  of  a  merchant  that  be  has  not  succeeded  in 
obtaining  the  implicit  confidence  of  local  people,  and  that  he  is  looked 
on  locally  as  an  itinerant  trader,  of  small  financial  responsibility 

14.  Lathrop  t.  Sondberg,  62  Wash.  ley,  1  McMul.  L  (S.  C.)  16,  36  Am. 
136,  113  Pac.  574,  Ann.  Cas.  1912C  Dec.  251. 

891  and  note,  33  L.R.A.(N.S.)  90  and  19.  Phillips  v.  Hoefer,  1  Pa.  St.  62, 

not«.  44  Am.  Dec.  Ill  and  note. 

15.  Dudley  t.  Briggs,  141  Mass.  582,  20.  Witham  t.  Atlante  Journal,  124 
6  N.  E.  717,  55  Am.  Rep.  494.  Ga.  688,  53  S.  E.  105,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

Kote:  Ann.  Cas.  1912C  893.  977  and  note;  Dallavo  v.  Snider,  143 

16.  See  infra,  par.  216  et  seq.  Mich.  542,  107  N.  W.  271,  114  A.  S. 

17.  Lewis  V.  Hawley,  2  Day  (Conn.)  R.  684,  8  Ann.  Cas.  212  and  note,  4 
495,  2  Am.  Dec.  121;  Wolkowsky  v.  L.R.A.<N.S.)  973  and  note.  See  also 
Garfunkel.  65  Pla.  10,  60  So.  791,  44  Davis  v.  Ruff,  Cheves  L.  (S.  C.)  17, 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  351;  Hayes  V.  Press  Co.,  34  Am.  Dec.  584,  wherein  an  oral 
127  Pa.  St.  642,  18  AU.  331,  14  A.  charge  that  a  partner  was  insolvent 
S.  R.  874  and  note,  6  L.R.A.  643  and  was  held  not  to  be  a  slander  of  tiia 
note.  firm  of  which  he  was  a  member. 


18.  Davis  V.  Ruff,  Cheves  L.  (S.  C.)  642,  18  Atl.  331,  14  A.  S.  R.  874  and 
17,  34  Am.  Dee.  584;  Reynolds  t.  Bent-  note,  6  LJLA.  643  and  note. 
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and  of  oncertain  prospects,  has  been  held  libelous  per  se.*  It  is 
clearly  actionable  per  se  to  charge  that  a  person  has  failed  in  busi- 
ness,* or  that  he  has  made  an  assignment  for  the  benefit  of  his  cred- 
itors.* An  assertion  that  one  has  absconded  is  actionable,  when  such 
a  charge  induces  creditors  of  the  plaintiff  to  cause  attachments  to 
be  levied  against  his  property,  whidi  otherwise  might  not  have  been 
levied.* 

37.  Imputations  as  to  Solvency  Which  Are  Not  Actionable. — Many 
statements  which  might  conceivably  be  construed  as  reflections  on 
the  solvency  of  peraons  have  been  held  not  actionable.  Thus,  a 
charge  that  a  merchant  has  executed  a  chattel  mortgage,  even  though 
it  is  alleged  that  he  has  given  such  mortgage  on  his  stock  of  goods, 
has  been  held  not  actionable,  without  proof  of  special  damage Like- 
wise, to  publish  of  a  merchant  or  trader  that  a  judgment  has  been 
recovered  ag^st  him  is  not,  in  itself,  libelous,  as  an  imputation 
against  the  soundness  of  his  -financial  condition,  so  as  to  justify  an 
action  without  proof  of  special  damages.'  Similarly,  a  publication 
that  a  person  has  moved  his  office  to  his  house  to  save  exp^ose  has 
been  held  not  libelous.* 

38.  Imputations  of  Failure  to  Pay  Debts. — ^As  respects  a  charge  of 
failure  to  pay  debts,  witiiout  any  imputation  of  insolvency,  it  seems 
to  be  settled  that  a  writing  containing  the  mere  statement  that  a 
person  who  is  not  a  trader  or  merdiant,  or  engaged  in  any  vocation 
wherein  credit  is  necessary  for  the  proper  and  effectual  conduct  of 
his  business,  owes  a  debt  and  refuses  to  pay  or  owes  a  debt  which  is 
long  past  due  is  not  libelous  per  se,  and  does  not  render  the  author 
or  publisher  of  such  statement  liable  without  proof  of  special  damages. 
Such  a  statement  does  not  in  a  legal  sense  necessarily  expose  the 
person  of  whom  it  is  said  to  public  hatred,  contempt,  or  ridicule,  nor 
does  it  degrade  him  in  society,  lessen  him  in  public  esteem,  or  lower 
him  in  the  confidence  of  the  community.*  This  question  has  arisen 
most  frequently  in  those  cases  wherein  a  person's  name  has  been 

2.  Dun  v.  Weintraub,  lU  Oa.  416,  6.  Dun  v.  Weintraub,  111  Ga.  416, 
36  S.  E.  808,  50  L.R.A.  670.  36  S.  E.  808,  50  L.R.A.  670;  Newbold 

3.  Johnson  v.  Bradstreet  Co.,  77  Ga.  v.  Bradstreet,  57  Md.  38,  40  Am.  Rep. 
172,  4  A.  S.  R.  77  and  note;  Sunderlin  426.  But  see  King  t.  Patterson,  49 
V.  Bradstreet,  46  N.  Y.  188,  7  Am.  Rep.  N.  J.  L.  417,  9  Atl.  70S,  60  Am.  Rep. 
322.  622. 

4.  Witham  v.  Atlanta  Journal,  124  7.  Woodruff  t,  Bradstreet  Co.,  116 
Ga.  688,  53  S.  E.  105,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  N.  Y.  217,  22  N.  E.  354,  5  L.R.A.  555. 
977;  Qustin  v.  Evening  Press  Co.,  172  8.  Stewart  v.  Minnesota  Tribune  Co., 
Mich.  311,  137  N.  W.  674,  Ann.  Cas.  40  Minn.  101,  41  N.  W.  457,  12  A.  S. 
1914D  95 ;  Mitchell  v.  Bradstreet  Co.,  R.  696. 

116  Mo.  226,  22  S.  "W.  358,  724,  38  9.  Zier  v.  Hofflin,  33  Minn.  66,  21 
A.  S.  R.  592,  20  L.R.A.  138,  N.  W.  862,  53  Am.  Rep.  9;  McDonald 

5.  Reynolds  v.  Bentley,  1  McMul.  v.  Lee,  246  Pa.  St.  253,  92  Atl.  136, 
L.  (S.  C.)  16,  36  Am.  Dec  261  and  L.aA1916B  915. 

note.  « 
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placed  on  what  is  known  aa  the  "black  list"  or  "dead  beat  list"  of 
some  protective  mercantile  association  or  agency  for  the  collection  of 
bad  debts;  and  it  has  been  held  that  when  the  person's  name  is  simply 
published  with  a  statement  of  the  amount  that  he  owes,  the  publica- 
tion  does  not  constitute  a  libel  per  se  though  the  rule  is  otherwise 
when  the  publication  goes  to  the  extent  of  claiming  that  the  persons 
whose  names  are  published  therein  as  delinquent  debtors  are  unwor- 
thy of  credit  and  should  not  be  given  credit.***  There  are  a  number 
of  cases  holding,  however,  that  to  publish  of  one  that  he  is  unwill- 
ing or  refuses  to  pay  his  debts  is  libelous  per  se.'*  But  a  cheu-ge  that 
one  has  refused  to  pay  his  bill,  and  that,  being  sued  therefor,  he  has 
in  cowardly  fashion  hidden  behind  the  defense  of  statutory  limitation 
has  been  held  not  libelous.'*  In  many  states  various  devices  resorted 
to  for  the  collection  of  debts  have  been  made  criminally  libelous  by 
statute."  A  mere  statement  that  the  defendant  wants  the  plain- 
tiff to  pay  his  honest  debts,  nttered  in  the  presence  of  the  plaintiff, 
has  been  held  not  slanderous,  on  the  ground  that  such  a  charge 
imputes  no  dishonorable  conduct  to  the  plaintiff.** 

39.  bnputatioiis  Arising  from  Dishonor  of  Commercial  Paper. — 
The  improper  dishonor  or  protest  of  negotiable  instruments  has  given 
rise  to  many  actions  for  libel  or  slander.  It  has  been  held  that  the 
wrongful  refusal  of  a  bank  to  honor  the  check  of  a  trader  or  mer- 
chant, when  it  has  sufficient  of  his  funds  on  deposit  to  pay  such 
check,  is  a  slander  to  him  in  his  business  for  which  he  is  entitled 
to  recover  compensatory  damages.*'  However,  other  courts  have 
held  that  such  conduct  does  not  constitute  slander.*'  A  fraudulent 
and  malicious  protest,  prematurely,  of  a  bill  of  exchange  has  been 
held  libelous.*^  But  a  notice  of  protest  which  is  merely  premature 
has  been  held  not  actionable  in  the  absence  of  special  damage,  as  it 
does  not  necessarily  charge  insolvency,  dishonesty,  or  inability  to 
pay.   In  other  words  the  usual  language  of  a  notary  on  the  protest 

10.  Nichols  V.  Daily  Reporter  Co.,  L.R.A.  734. 

30  Utah  74,  83  Pac.  573,  116  A.  S.  R.     13.  See  infra,  par.  223. 

796  and  note,  S  Ann.  Cas.  841  and     14.  Hamilton  v.  McKenna,  95  Kan. 

note,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  339.  207,  147  Pac.  1126,  L.R.A.1915E  455. 

11.  Stannard  v.  Wilcox,  etc,  Sewing  15.  Svendsen  v.  State  Bank,  64 
Mach.  Co.,  118  Md.  151,  84  AtL  335,  Minn.  40,  66  N.  W.  1086,  58  A.  S.  R. 
Ann.  Gas.  1914B  709  and  note,  42  622  and  note,  31  L.R.A.  552. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  616;  Hartnett  v.  Plumb-  16.  J.  M.  James  Co.  t.  Continental 
en'  Supply  Ass'n  of  New  England,  169  Nat.  Bank,  105  Tenn.  1,  58  S.  W.  261, 
Mass.  229,  47  N.  B.  1002,  38  L.R.A.  80  A.  S.  R.  857,  51  L.R.A.  255. 
194;BrownT.  Vannamfln,85Wi8.461,  17.  May  v.  Jones,  88  Ga.  308,  14 
65  N.  W.  183, 39  A.  S.  R.  860  and  note.  S.  £.  652,  30  A  S.  R.  154,  1^  L-BA. 

Note:  L.B.A.ldl5E  456.  637. 

12.  Hollenbeck  v.  HaU,  103  la.  214, 
72  N.  W.  518,  64  A.  S.  R.  175,  39 
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of  an  iikstrument  is  not  libelous  per  se.^^  The  circulation  of  a  report 
that  the  bills  of  exchange  of  a  merchant  have  been  protested  has  a 
tendency  to  ruin  hia  reputation  and  hence,  it  aeemsy  is  actionable  per 


se. 


u 


Imputations  Affecting  Officers,  Candidates  and  Politicians 


40.  In  General. — It  is  libelous  per  se  to  impute  to  a  person  in  his 
character  as  a  public  officer  incapacity,  or  any  kind  of  fraud,  dis* 
honesty,  misconduct,  or  a  want  of  integrity,  or  to  charge  that  he  has 
be«i  induced  to  act  in  his  official  capacity  by  a  pecuniary  or  other 
improper  consideration.  The  libel  of  a  public  officer,  affecting  him 
personally,  is  governed  by  the  same  rules  that  apply  to  an  individual; 
but  if  it  affects  him  in  his  official  character,  and  is  of  such  a  nature 
that,  if  true,  it  would  be  cause  for  his  removal  from  office,  it  is  then 
actionable  per  se.^°  Because  of  the  important  public  interests  in* 
voived,  the  publication  of  falsehood  and  calumny  against  public 
officers  is  a  very  high  offense.*  While  a  statement  in  order  to  be 
defamatory  of  one  in  respect  to  his  public  office  need  not  import 
a  charge  of  crime,  yet  it  must  go  at  least  so  far  as  to  impute  to  him 
some  incapacity  or  lack  of  due  qualification  to  fill  the  position,  or 
some  positive  past  misconduct  which  will  injurioudy  affect  him  in 
it,  or  the  holding  of  principles  which  are  hostile  to  tiie  maintenance 
of  the  government.* 

41.  lUttstrations  of  Actionable  Chai^  against  Officers. — Innumer- 
able examples  may  be  given  of  charges  against  public  officers  which 
have  been  held  actionable.  Clearly,  a  charge  that  a  public  officer 
has  committed  a  criminal  offense  or  has  been  guilty  of  moral  delin- 
quency in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties  is  actionable.*  Further- 

18.  Wittieh  v.  Foisacola  Vint  Kat  L.B.A.(N.S.)  1035  (eharge  against 
Bank,  20  Fla.  843.  51  Am.  Rep.  631;  eongressman  of  falsifying  publie  doe- 
Hinbfield  v.  Ft.  Worth  Nat.  Bank,  83  nments  on  the  floor  of  Congress) ;  Mav- 
Tex.  452,  18  S.  W.  743,  29  A.  S.  R.  nord  v.  Beardsley,  7  Wend.  (N.  Y.) 
660  and  note,  15  L.R.A.  639  and  note.  560,  22  Am.  Deo.  595;  Bonner  Pub.  Co. 

19.  Neal  v.  Lewis,  2  Bay  (S.  C.)  204,  v.  State,  16  Lea  (Tenn.)  176,  57  Am. 
1  Am.  Dee.  640.  Rep.  214  and  note;  Cotnlla  v.  K«rr,  74 

20.  Woffoid  v.  Ueeks,  129  Ala.  348,  Tex.  89,  11  S.  W.  1058,  15  A.  S.  R. 
30  So.  625,  87  A.  S.  R.  66  and  note,  819    (comity  eommissioner  ehai^ 

55  L.R.A.  214  (member  of  commission-  with  dishonesty), 
ers'  court  diazged  with  dishonesty);     Note:  8  L.R.A.  193. 

Stow  T.  Converse,  3  C^nn.  325,  8  Am.  1.  Com.  v.  Clap,  4  Mass.  163,  3  Am. 
Dec  189;  Coffin  t.  Brown,  94  Md.  190,  Dec.  212. 

50  Atl.  567,  89  A.  S.  R.  422  and  note,     2.  Sillars  t.  (Jollier,  161  Mass.  50, 

56  L.RA.  732  (superrisor  of  election  23  N.  £.  723,  6  L.R.A.  680. 
ehaiffed  with  gaieral  dishonesty):  3.  Boehmer  t.  Detroit  Free  Frees 
Bourreseau  v.  Detroit  Evening  Jouraal  Co.,  94  Mich.  7,  53  N.  W.  822,  34  A. 
Co.,  63  Mich.  425,  30  N.  W.  376,  6  S.  R.  318;  Oakes  v.  State,  98  Miss,  80, 
A.  S.  R.  320;  Tawney  V.  Simonson,  etc.,  54  So.  79,  33  L.R.A.(N.S.)  207;  Pit- 
Co.,  109  Minn.  341, 124  N.  W.  229,  27  toek  v.  O'Niell,  63  Pa.  St  253,  3  Am. 
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more,  general  scurrility  or  indefmite  chargaB  of  misconduct  in  office 
directed  against  public  officers  have,  in  many  cases,  been  held  action- 
able.* For  example,  to  publish  of  a  member  of  Congress  that  he  is 
a  fawning  sycophant,  a  misrepresentative  in  Congress,  and  a  grovel- 
ing office  seeker,  and  that  he  has  abandoned  his  post  in  Congress  in 
pursuit  of  an  office,  is  libelous.*  Likewise,  a  publication  calling  police- 
men scurrilous  names,  declaring  that  they  neglect  their  duties  as 
policemen  and  cheat  honorable  citizens  out  of  jury  fees,  adding  that 
this  has  no  reference  to  the  chief  of  police  because  he  is  beneath 
notice,  makes  an  actionable  libel  on  the  latter.*  To  charge  an  officer 
with  being  in  a  state  of  intoxication  when  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  is  libelous,^  as  is  also  a  publication  charging  an  officer  with 
misconduct  in  his,  office,  so  gross  and  flagrant  as  to  demand  his 
impeachment  and  a  full  investigation  into  his  past  record.®  Satirical 
praise  directed  against  a  public  officer  is  libelous  when  it  tends  to 
bring  him  into  shame  and  disgrace.*  Among  the  many  charges  of 
gross  misconduct  in  office  which  have  been  held  actionable  may  also 
be  mentioned  the  following:  charging  a  postmaster  with  opening 
letters  and  taking  out  valuable  contents ;  ^*  charge  of  malpractice 
against  a  city  physician;**  charge  that  deputy  sheriff  arrested  ahd 
handcuffed  men  without  right  and  oppressed  poor  and  friendless 
persons  under  color  of  his  office.^'  It  has  been  held,  however,  that 
a  statement  to  the  effect  that  a  coroner  held  an  inquest  over  the  body 
of  a  man  not  dead  ia  not  libelous  per  se.*' 

Bep.  544  (eonmum  oonneilmaii  efaarged  113,  21  Am.  Deo.  102:  Bnekataff  t. 
with  being  a  corespondent  in  a  divorce  Hides,  94  Wis.  34,  68  N.  W.  403,  59 
suit  because  of  his  adultery) ;  Barr      A.  S.  B.  853. 

Moore,  87  Pa.  St.  385,  30  Am.  Bep.  8.  Mulderig  v.  WilWBarre  Times, 
367:  GotuUa  v.  Keir,  74  Tex.  89,  U  215  Pa.  St.  470,  64  AU.  636,  114  A. 
8.  W.  1058,  16  A.  S.  B.  819;  Quinu  S.  B.  967;  Byrne  t.  Funk,  38  Wssh. 
V.  Review  Pub.  Co.,  56  Wash.  69, 104  506,  80  Pac.  772,  3  Ann.  Cas.  647. 
Pae.  181,  133  A.  S.  B.  1016  and  note,  See  also  Lansing  v.  Carpenter,  9  Wis. 
19  Ann.  Cas.  1077;  Seofield  Mil-  540, 76  Am.  Dee.  281  and  note,  wherein 
waukee  Free  Press  Co.,  126  Wis.  81,  a  efaarge  that  a  court  eonmussionar  is 
105  N.  W.  227,  2  L.BA..(N.S.)  69L     "a  fit  tool  and  toady  of  othere,  and 

4.  Hassett  v.  Carroll,  85  Conn.  23,  v^tever  he  might  do  in  the  future 
81  Atl.  1013,  Ann.  Gas.  1913 A  333;  the  past  would  warrant  the  depriving 
Levert  v.  Daily  States  Pub.  Co.,  123  him  of  his  o£Bce"  was  held  libdous). 
La.  594,  49  So.  206,  131  A.  S.  R.  356,     9.  Note:  4  L.aA.(N.S.)  86L 

23  L.BA.(N.S.)  726  (sweeping  charge  10.  Usher  t.  Severance,  20  If e.  9,  37 
of  ofiBeial  favoritism  and  misconduct  Am.  Dee.  33. 

leveled  against  members  of  public     11.  Foster  v.  Seripps,  39  Mich.  376, 

board  held  libelous  as  to  eaeh  of  the  33  Am.  Rep.  403. 

members).  12.  Bourreseau  t.  Detroit  Evening 

5.  Thomas  v.  Groswell,  7  Johns.  (N.  Journal  Co.,  63  Mich.  30  K.  W. 
Y.)  264,  5  Am.  Dec.  269.  376,  6  A.  S.  R.  320. 

6.  Smith  V.  Utley,  92  Wis.  133,  65  13.  Purdy  v.  Rochester  Printing  Co- 
K.  W.  744,  35  L.R.A.  620.  96  N.  Y.  372,  48  Am.  Rep.  632. 

7.  King  V.  Root,  4  Wend.  (N.  Y.) 
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42.  Charges  of  Corrnption  against  Officers.— Charges  of  corruption 
are  equally  actionable  whether  directed  against  public  officers  or 
private  citizens.^*  But  as  public  officials  are  exposed  to  critical  com- 
ment, the  mere  expression  of  an  opinion  that  a  member  otthe  legis- 
lature is  corrupt  in  his  heart  and  might  be  induced  to  change  his 
course  from  improper  motives  has  been  held  not  actionable  without 
proof  of  special  damage."  Statements  accusing  officers  of  official 
oppression  and  misuse  of  office  to  extort  fees  from  members  of  the 
public  have  repeatedly  been  held  actionable  per  so.** 

43.  Charges  against  Judicial  Officers  and  Jurors. — Judges  are 
unquestionably  entitled  to  protection  against  libelous  or  slanderous 
imputations  of  misconduct  in  office,'^  as  are  also  justices  of  the 
peace.'^  Thus,  it  has  been  held,  a  publication  charging  a  judge 
with  being  destitute  of  the  capacity  and  attainments  necessary  for 
his  station,  or  that  he  openly  abandoned  the  common  principles  of 
truth,  or  that  he  sold,  directly  or  indirectly,  the  appointment  of 
clerk,  is  libelous.'*  But  it  has  been  held  that  where  a  magistrate  is 
referred  to  as  "squire,"  a  charge  made  against  him  is  not  actionable 
unless  the  statement  refers  to  him  in  his  official  capacity,  and  imputes 
to  him  official  misconduct  or  neglect  of  official  duty.  The  word 
iksqi^re"  is  of  itself  merely  a  descriptio  personse.*"  Statements  im- 
puting misconduct  to  jurors  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  are  also 
actionable.    Thus,  charges  that  the  members  of  a  jury  perjured 

themselves  in  rendering  a  verdict,*  or  that  tiieir  verdict  was  infamous 

• 

14.  See  sopra,  par.  16.  S.  E.  878, 106  A.  S.  R.  916,  68  L.R.A. 

15.  Sillan  v.  Collier,  151  Mass.  50,  261. 

23  N.  E.  723,  6  L.R.A.  680  and  note.  Note:  L.RJi..l915D  579. 

16.  Murray  v.  Oalbraitti,  86  Ai^.  50,  18.  Gove  v.  Bletben,  21  Minn.  80, 
109  S.  W.  lOU,  126  A.  S.  R.  1078  18  Am.  Rep.  380;  Spiering  v.  Andrae, 
(commissioners  of  gravel  district  ac-  45  Wis.  330,  30  Am.  Rep.  744  (justice 
cused  of  charging  excessive  amounts) ;  called  a  "damned  fool  Of  a  justice;" 
Augusta  Evening  News  v.  Radford,  91  held  slanderous  per  se). 

Ga.  494,  17  S.  E.  612,  44  A.  S.  R.  53,  Note;  L.R.A.1915D  581. 

20  L.RA.  533  (constable  charged  with  19,  Robbins  v.  Treadway,  2  J.  J. 

improper  conduct  to  get  fees);  Rus-  Marsb.  (Ky.)  640,  19  Am.  Deo.  152. 

sell  V.  Anthony,  21  Kan.  460,  30  Am.'  20.  Oakley  v.  Farrington,  1  Johns. 

Rep.  436  (state  commissioner  of  in-  Cas.  (N.  Y.)  129,  1  Am.  Dec.  107 

Burance  charged  with  comipt  and  dis-  (^^^ds  "Squire  OaWey  is  a  damned 

honest  conduct  m  pubhc  office  and  rogue"  held  not  actionable) ;  Van  Tas- 

with  having  been  forced  to  refund  J*                  ^            ,^  y ,  250, 

money  unlawfully  taken);  Riggs  v.  '     n     aa^  rTv  'J^Z 

Denniston,  3  Johi.  Cas.  (N.  YOWS,  "^.^^  ^,^1            ^  magiatnite 

2  Am.  Deo.  145   (commissioner  of  » W*^"*^'        clmrgmg  him 

bankruptcy  charged  with  being  a  mis-  '"^          m  a  "combined  company 

anthropiflt,  a  violent  partisan,  strip-  *<>         strangers,"  held  not  actionable 

ping  the  unfortunate  debtors  of  every  'fbere  no  official  misconduct  or  neglect 

cent,  and  then  depriving  them  of  the  of  official  duty  was  alleged  against 

benefit  of  the  act).  bim). 

17.  Burdett  v.  Com.,  103  Va.  838,  48  1.  Welch  v.  Tribune  Pub.  Co.,  83 
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and  that  they  have  done  injustice  to  their  oaths  have  been  held 
libelous.'  But  words  charging  a  juror  with  returning  a  verdict  which 
he  knew  to  be  wrong  have  been  held  not  slanderous  per  se,  and  further- 
more it  has  been  said  that  the  position  of  juror  is  not  an  office  or 
employment  within  the  rule  ^at  it  is  slanderous  to  impute  to  one 
unfitness  to  perform  the  duties  of  kis  office  or  employment.' 

44.  Imputations  Affecting  Candidates  for  Office  or  Politicians. — 
The  fact  that  one  is  a  candidate  for  office  affords  in  many  instances 
a  legal  excuse  for  publishing  language  concerning  him  as  such  can- 
didate, for  which  tjiere  could  be  no  legal  excuse  if  he  did  not  occupy 
such  position.'  But  although  a  candidate  for  office  may  be  said  to 
put  his  character  in  issue,  it  has  been  well  said  that,  while  the  can- 
didate may  be  canvassed,  he  cannot  be  calumniated,*  and  owing  to 
the  important  public  interests  involved  in  the  election  of  public 
officers,  the  publication  of  falsehood  and  calumny  against  candidate 
for  office  has  been  declared  to  be  a  very  high  offense.*  It  is  of  course 
actionable  to  charge  a  candidate  for  office  with  having  committed  a 
crime.'  It  is  also  actionable  to  charge  falsely  and  maliciously  that 
a  candidate  made  certain  statemente  which  ii  they  had  been  made 
would  have  clearly  implied  ignorance  and  unfitness  for  office,^  or  1^ 
charge  him  with  having  championed  measures  opposed  to  the  dioral 
interests  of  the  community,  such  a  charge  being  made  as  a  statement 
of  fact,  and  not  as  a  mere  opinion  or  inference  drawn  from  any 
specified  acts,*  or  to  make  against  him  other  accusations  involving 
moral  turpitude.**  As  respects  politicians  or  political  managers, 
while  it  may  be  true  that  they  subject  themselves  to  the  ordinary 
criticism  incident  to  a  political  campaign,  scurrilous  attack?  on  the 

Mich.  661,  47  K.  W.  562,  21  A.  8.  B.  133,  86  Am.  Deo.  84;  Smith  t.  Bor- 
629,  11  LJI.A.  233.  nu,  106  l£o.  94,  16  8.  W.  881,  27  A. 

8.  Byers  Ifartin,  2  Colo.  605,  25  S.  K.  329,  13  L.R.A.  59;  King  v. 
Am.  Rep.  755.  Root,  4  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  113,  21  Am. 

8.  Smallwood  t.  York,  163  Ky.  139,  Dee.  102;  Upton  Home,  24  On. 
173  S.  W.  380,  L.R.A.1915D  578  and  420,  33  Pae.  810,  41  A.  S.  R.  863  and 
note.  -note,  21  L.R.A.  403;  Brewer  t.  Weak- 

4.  See  infra,  par.  101,  102,  103.       ley,  2  Overt  (Tenn.)  99,  5  Am.  Dec. 

6.  Note:  86  Am.  Dee.  88.  656;  Sweeney  v.  Baker,  13  W.  Va. 

6.  Com.  T.  Clap,  4  Mass.  163,  3  Am.  158,  31  Am.  Rep.  767. 

Dec.  212.  Note:  3  British  Rnl.  Gas.  485. 

7.  Star  Pub.  Co.  v.  Donahoe,  (Del.)     See  anpra,  par..  5. 

68  Atl.  513,  65  L.R.A.  980;  Jones  t.  8.  Belknap  t.  Ball,  83  Mich.  583,  47 
Townsend,  21  Fla.  431,  58  Am.  Rep.  N.  W.  674,  21  A.  S.  R.  622, 11  LJI.A. 
676  (ebai^e  of  indiebnent  for  crime  72. 

held  libelous) ;  Bronson  t.  Bmoe,  59     9.  Eikhoff  v.  Qilheit,  124  Mieh.  353," 
Mich.  467,  26  N.  W.  671,  60  Am.  Rep.  83  N.  W.  UO,  61  L.B.A.  461. 
307;  Eikchoff  v.  Gilbert,  124  Mioh.     10.  Black  t.  State  Co.,  93  8.  C.  467, 
353,  83  N.  W.  no,  51  L.R.A.  451;  77  S.  E.  51,  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  980. 
Aldrioh  v.  Press  Printing  Co.,  9  Minn. 
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diaracter  of  such  persons  and  accusations  of  crime  against  them  have 
been  held  actiooable.^^ 


45.  In  General. — Imputations  affecting  persons  in  their  occupa- 
tions or  employment  may  be  actionable  either  by  reason  of  their 
defamatory  character,  or  because  of  their  being  a  malicions  inter- 
ference with  the  contract  rights  of  others.  The  latter  question  is 
discussed  elsewhere.**  It  is  well  settled  that  false  words  which  tend 
to  prejudice  the  person  spoken  of  in  his  occupation  or  employment 
are  actionable  without  proof  of  special  damage,  if  they  affect  him  in 
such  employment  in  a  manner  that  may,  as  a  necessary  consequence, 
or  does,  as  a  natural  consequence,  prevent  him  from  deriving  there- 
from that  pecuniary  reward  which,  probably,  otherwise  he  might 
have  obtained.*'  Thus,  charges  of  neglect  of  duty,  or  of  acts  involv- 
ing moral  turpitude,  disloyalty,  or  crime,  and  charges  of  dismissal 
from  service  have  all  been  held  actionable.  A  charge  of  dismissal 
from  employment  for  carelessness  alone  has  been  held  susceptible 
of  a  libelous  meaning.**  Also,  a  charge  of  intimacy  with  a  person 
of  the  opposite  sex  has  been  held  libelous  when  directed  against  an 
employee.*"  Again,  it  has  been  held  proper  to  submit  to  a  jury  the 
question  whether  or  not  a  newspaper  publication  to  the  effect  that 
a  former  employee  of  a  corporation  strangely  disappeared  and  was 
living  out  of  the  country  in  luxury  is  of  a  libelous  character.*'  To 
publish  of  one  that  he  has  for  several  years  owed  for  medical  services, 
and,  on  being  sued  therefor,  pleaded  the  statute  of  limitations,  has 
also  been  held  actionable,  when  the  charge  is  false  and  the  publication 
results  in  his  being  discharged  from  his  employment  and  so  losing* 

U.  Barr  t.  Moore,  87  Pa.  St.  386.  note  (actor  aoensed  of  nngentlemanly 
30  Am.  Rep.  367;  Wood  v.  Boyle,  177  conduct) ;  Hayee  v.  Press  Co.,  127  Pa. 
Pa.  St.  620,  35  Ati.  863,  66  A.  8.  B.  St.  642,  18  Atl.  331,  14  A.  S.  R.  874, 
747.  5  L.RA..  643;  Cooley  v.  Galyon,  109 

12.  See  Ihterfbrehgi.  vdL  15,  p.  Tenn.  1, 70  S.  W.  607,  07  A.  S.  R.  823, 
41.  60  L.R.A.  139. 

13.  Clark  t.  Ooddard,  39  Ala.  164,  Notes:  116  A.  S.  B.  816;  9  Eng.  Rol. 
84  Am.  Dec  777  (false  ehaxge  that  Cas.  13. 

plaintiff  was  defendant's  apprentice  14.  MiBBomi  Pae.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Ricb- 
and  warning  otiiers  not  to  employ  mond,  73  Tex.  568,  11  S.  W.  555,  15 
him) ;  Obaugh  v.  Finn,  4  AA.  110,  37  A.  S.  B.  794,  4  L.R.A.  480  (wherein 
Am.  Dee.  773  (plasterer  charged  with  the  question  of  privilege  was  involved), 
absconding) ;  Hardy  v.  Williunson,  86  16.  Collins  v.  Dispatch  Fob.  Co.,  152 
Ga.  551,  12  S.  E.  874,  22  A.  S.  B.  Pa.  St  187,  25  Ati.  546,  34  A.  S.  R. 
479  (subordinate  engineer  cbai^d  with  636. 

conspinu^  to  cheat);  Snydw  v.  Ful-     16.  Press- Pub.  Co.  v.  McDonald,  63 
ton,  34  Md.  128,  6  Am.  Eep.  314;  Fed.  238,  26  U.  S.  App.  167,  U  C.  a 
Williams  t.  Davenport,  42  Minn.  393,  A.  156,  26  LJl,A.  531. 
44  N.  W.  311,  18  A.  S.  R.  519  and 
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his  means  of  support.*'  An  accusation  that  an  employee  is  dishonest 

is  clearly  actionable  per  se,  as  are  also  charges  of  disloyalty  to  one's 
employerj*^  even  though  such  a  statement  is  accompanied  by  the 
qualification  that  the  conduct  of  the  employee  resulted  from  mental 
derangement  due  to  overwork.*'  But  it  seems  that  where  a  plain- 
tiff claims  damages  for  the  1(^  of  his  position  resulting  from  a  charge 
that  he  has  spoken  disrespectfully  of  his  chief,  he  must  show  that  the 
words  spoken  by  the  defendant  were  the  proximate  cause  of  his  dis- 
charge.**  An  acfeusation  charging  an  employee  with  crime  is  clearly 
actionable.*  Statements  to  the  effect  that  an  employee  has  been  dis- 
missed from  the  service  of  his  employer  are  actionable,  it  seems,  even 
though  no  definite  statement  is  made  as  to  the  grounds  for  such 
dismissal.'  Thus,  a  statement  that  an  employee  was  discharged,  not 
for  a  trivial  offense,  and  not  for  the  cause  generally  assigned,  but 
for  good  cause  which  such  employee  knows,  and  which  the  speaker 
knows  and  could  tell,  if  necessary,  but  would  prefer  not  to,  is  action- 
able.* However,  it  is  well  settled  that  mere  silence  cannot  amount  to 
slander,  and  hence  an  employer  cannot  be  held  liable  as  for  libel  or 
slander  for  refusing  to  give  an  employee  who  has  quit  his  service  a 
clearance  card,  though  such  refusal  may,  and  probably  will,  prevent 
the  latter  from  obtaining  other  employment.^ 

46.  Imputations  Affecting  Clergymen. — ^Although  the  acts  of  a 
clergyman  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office  are  a  proper 
subject  of  comment  in  the  public  press  for  which,  within  proper 
limits,  an  action  of  libel  will  not  lie,"  words  are  often  actionable  when 
spoken  of  a  clergyman  which  would  not  be  so  if  spoken  of  others, 
the  reason  for  this  distinction  between  clergymen  and  others  being 
that  as  respects  the  former  the  charge,  if  true,  might  be  a  ground 
-  of  degradation  or  deprivation  of  office.  To  be  actionable,  the  impu- 
tation must  be  such  as,  if  true,  would  tend  to  prove  a  clergyman  unfit 
to  continue  his  calling,  and,  ther^ore,  tend  more  or  less  directly  to 
proceedings  by  the  proper  authorities  to  silence  him.*  Charges 
against  clergymen  of  immorality  or  of  scandalous  and  grossly  im> 

17.  Hollenbeck  v.  Riatine,  105  la.  Co.,  34  Cal.  48,  91  Am.  Dec.  672. 
488,  75  N.  W.  355,  67  A.  S.  B.  306.  3.  Pattison  v.  Gulf  Bag  Co.,  116  La. 

18.  Sunley  v.  Metropolitan  Life  Ins.  963,  41  So.  224, 114  A.  S.  B.  570. 
Co.,  132  la.  123,  109  N.  W.  463,  12  4.  Cleveland,  etc,  By.  Co.  v.  Jenk- 
L.B.A.(N.S.)  91.  ins,  174  HI.  398,  51  N.  E.  811,  66  A.  8. 

19.  Moore  v.  Francis,  121  N.  Y.  R.  296,  62  L.R.A.  922;  New  York,  etc., 
199,  23  N.  E.  1127,  18  A.  S.  R.  810,  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Sohaffer,  65  Ohio  St.  414, 
8  L.R.A.  214.  62  N.  E.  1036,  87  A.  S.  R.  628,  62 

20.  Knight  v.  Blackford,  3  Mackey  L.R.A.  931. 

(D.  C.)  177,  51  Am.  Rep.  772.  Note:  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1092. 

1..  Hess  T.  Sparks,  44  Kan.  465,  24     See  Master  and  Sebv&ktt.  . 
Pac.  979,  21  A.  S.  R.  300.  See  supra,     5.  Klos  v.  Zahorik,  113  la.  161,  84 
par.  5.  N.  W.  1046,  63  L.R.A.  235. 

2.  Maynard  v.  Firaun'fe  Fmd  Ina.     6.  Note:  28  LJe.A.(N.S.)  162. 
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proper  conduct  have  in  numerous  instances  been  held  actionable  per 
se.^  For  example,  to  accuse  a  minister  of  b^g  so  low  that  he  cannot 

get  any  lower  and  to  declare  in  referring  to  him  that  "you  can't 
spoil  a  rotten  egg"  has  been  held  libelous."  A  charge  of  drunkenness 
against  a  clergyman  is  actionable  without  a  colloquium  referring  to  bis 
office  or  profession  and  without  proof  of  special  damf^,*  as  such 
words,  if  believed,  must  necessarily  deprive  him  of  that  respect, 
veneration  and  confidence  without  which  he  can  expect  no  hearers 
as  a  minister  of  the  gospel. Charging  a  clergyman  with  untruth- 
fulness as,  for  example,  by  sending  him  a  telegram  calling  him  an 
unscrupulous  liar  has  been  held  actionable.^^  So,  in  general,  charg- 
ing a  clergyman  with  profanity,  with  giving  way  to  violent  and 
unchristian  temper,  and  defaming  the  good  name  of  the  members 
of  the  church,  as  well  as  general  chafes  of  unfitness  for  the  ministry, 
have  all  been  held  actionable." 

47.  Imputations  Affecting  Attorneys  at  Law. — ^It  is  well  settled  that 
any  statement  published  of  an  attorney  at  law  with  respect  to  his 
profession  is  actionable  if  it  tends  to  injure  or  disgrace  him  as  a 
member  of  his  profession.  Any  oral  or  written  words  which  impute 
to  him  the  want  of  the  requisite  qualifications  to  practice  law  or 
with  having  been  guilty  of  dishonest  or  improper  practices  in  the 
performance  of  his  duties  as  an  attorney  are  actionable  per  se.^*  Thus, 
the  following  among  other  charges  have  been  held  actionable:  a 
charge  that  an  attorney  is  a  disgrace  to  his  profession  as  a  lawyer, 
that  he  is  smooth,  tricky  and  dishonest;  ^*  an  accusation  of  disloyalty 
(0  a  client's  interests;^'  an  assertion  that  an  attorney  has  made 
extortionate  charges,  or  that  he  is  a  drunkard ;  '*  charging  an  attorney 

7.  Russell  V.  Wa^iington  Post  Co.,  See  also  Readgate  v.  Roush,  61  Kan. 

31  App.  Cos.  (D.  G.)  277,  14  Ann.  480,  59  Pac.  1050,  48  L.R.A.  236  and 

Cas.  820.  note;  Shurtleff  v.  Stevens,  51  Vt.  501, 

d.  Note:  20  Ann.  Cas.  719.  31  Am.  Rep.  698,  wherein  chaises 

9.  Chaddock  v.  Briggs,  13  Mass.  248,  against  elei^rymen  were  held  privileged. 
7  Am.  Dec.  137.  13.  Joynt  v.  Cycle  Trade  Pub.  Co., 

10.  Hyner  v.  Cowden,  27  Ohio  St.  [1904]  2  K.  B.  292,  73  L.  J.  K.  B. 
292,  22  Am.  Rep.  303;  McMillan  v.  752,  91  L.  T.  N.  S.  165,  3  British  Rul. 
Birch,  1  Bin.  (Pa.)  178,  2  Am.  Dec.  Cas.  467. 

426.  14.  Ingalls  v.  Morrissey,  164  Wis. 

Notes:  12  Am.  Dec.  46;  20  Ann.  632,  143  N.  W.  681,  Ann.  Cas.  1915D 
Cas.  719.  899. 

11.  Monson  v.  Lathrop,  96  Wis.  388,  15.  Hetheiington  v.  Stwry,  28  Kan. 
71  N.  W.  696,  65  A.  S.  R.  64.  426,  42  Am.  Rep.  169;  Riggs  v.  Den- 

12.  Cole  V.  Millspaugh,  111  Minn,  niston,  3  Johns.  Cas.  (N.  Y.)  198,  2 
159,  126  N.  W.  626,  137  A.  8.  R.  546,  Am.  Dec.  145  (charge  that  a  counselor 
20  Ann.  Cas.  717  and  note,  28  L.R.A.  offered  himself  as  a  witness  to  divulge 
(N.S.)  152  and  note.  secrets  of  client). 

Notes:  1  Am.  Dee.  448;  9  Eng.  Rul.  16.  Sanderson  v.  Caldwell,  46  N.  T. 
Cas.  12.  398,  6  Am.  Rep.  105. 
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with  presenting  a  bill  twice;  >^  or  a  charge  that  disbarment  proceed- 
ings have  been  instituted  against  him>*^   But  statements  which  do 

not  affect  the  person  in  question  in  his  professional  capacity  are 
obviously  not  actionable  as  imputations  affecting  him  in  his  vocation. 
For  example,  it  has  been  held  that  a  publication  that  an  attorney 
was  publicly  whipped  by  a  former  client  whom  he  had  insulted  does 
not  necessarily  tend  to  injure  him  in  his  profession  and  the  relation 
of  such  a  charge  to  his  profession  must  be  shown  to  make  the  same 
libelous  per  se.^*  It  haa  also  been  held  that  an  imputation  of  insol- 
vency againsi  a  solicitor  is  not  actionable  without  proof  of  special  dam- 
age, as  such  a  charge  is  not  reasonably  capable  of  being  construed  as 
conveying  an  imputation  on  the  plaintiff  in  his  business  as  a  solicitor.^** 
A  mere  statement  that  an  attorney  has  moved  his  office  to  his  home 
to  save  expense  has  been  held  not  to  be  Ubelous.^ 

48.  Imputations  Affecting  Physicians,  Dentists,  Druggists,  etc. — 
Words  which  impute  to  a  physician  a  general  want  of  professional 
knowledge  or  skill  are  actionable  per  se  whether  spoken  or  written,' 
and  this  rule  applies  to  protect  others  pursuing  occupations  and 
professions  allied  to  medicine  and  surgery,  such  as  dentists,  druggists 
and  midwives.'  The  following  charges  have  been  held  actionable: 
a  charge  that  a  physician  is  a  quack;*  charges  generally  of  a  want 
af  professional  abiUty  and  integrity;*  and  charges  of  malpractice.* 
It  has  been  held,  however,  that  to  charge  a  physician  with  malpractice 
in  a  particular  case  is  not  conclusively  libelous  in  itself,  if  untrue,  but 
that  it  is  for  the  jury  to  determine  whether  the  word  was  used  in  a 
general  and  actionable  sense.'  It  haa  been  held  that  where  a  city 
council  in  the  preamble  to  a  city  ordinance  charges  physicians  in 
the  city  with  carelessnees  and  negligence  in  the  discharge  of  their 
professional  duties,  such  publication  is  libelous  per  se.^  Moreover, 
in  several  instances,  charges  not  affecting  physicians  directly  in  their 


17.  Mon^mery  v.  New  Era  Print. 
Co.,  229  Pa.  St.  165,  78  Atl.  85,  Ann. 
Cas.  1912A  375  and  note. 

18.  Cowley  v.  Pulsifer,  137  Mass. 
392,  50  Am.  Rep.  318. 

19.  Sherin  v.  Eastwood,  27  S.  D. 
312,  131  N.  W.  287,  Ann.  Cas.  1913D 
257. 

20.  Dauneey  v.  Holloway,  [1901]  2 
K.  B.  441,  70  L.  J.  K.  B.  695,  49  W. 
R.  546,  84  L.  T.  N.  S.  649,  17  Times 
L.  Rep.  493,  3  British  Rul.  Cas.  54. 
See  supra,  par.  36. 

1.  Stewart  v.  Minnesota  Tribune 
Co.,  40  Minn,  101,  41  N.  W.  457,  12 
A.  S.  R.  696. 

2.  Purple  V.  Horton,  13  Wond.  (N. 
Y.)   9,  27  Am.  Dec.  167;  Rood  v. 


Dutcher,  23  S.  D.  70,  120  N.  W.  772, 
20  Ann.  Caa.  4S0  and  note. 

Notes:  1  Am.  Dec.  449;  26  L.R.A. 
325  ;  9  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  13. 

3.  Note:  20  Ann.  Cas.  483. 

4.  White  V.  Carroll,  42  N.  Y.  161, 
1  Am.  Rep.  503. 

5.  Krug  V.  Pitass,  162  N.  Y.  154,  56 
N.  E.  526,  76  A.  S.  R.  317. 

6.  Foster  v.  Scripps,  39  Mich.  376, 
33  Am,  Rep.  403;  Quinhy  v.  Minne- 
sota Tribune  Co.,  38  Minn.  528,  38 
N.  W.  623,  8  A.  S.  R.  693. 

7.  Rodfjers  v.  Kline,  56  Miss.  808, 
31  Am.  Rep.  389. 

8.  Mauk  V.  Brundage,  68  Ohio  St 
89,  67  N.  E.  152,  62  L.R.A.  477. 
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professional  cf^acity  but  injurious  to  their  reputations  for  integrity 
have  been  held  actionable.'  For  example,  it  has  been  held  actionable 
to  accuse  a  physician  of  not  paying  his  debts,*®  or  of  charging  twice 
for  the  sanie  services.'^  Also,  pseudo  praise  directed  at 'a  physician 
who  had  condemned  the  advertising  schemes  of  other  members  of 
his  profession  has  been  held  actionable.**  Denunciation  of  a  physician 
by  a  clergyman,  who  declared  that  the  physician  had  been  excom- 
municated by  reason  of  a  second  marriage  and  that  persons  who 
employed  him  could  not  in  their  sickness  have  the  ministrations  of 
the  clergyman,  has  been  held  slanderous.**  The  refusal  by  an  apothe- 
cary to  fill  prescriptiions  for  a  physician  has,  however,  been  held  not 
to  render  tiie  former  responsible  in  damages,  although  the  rule  is 
otherwise  where  he  impugns  the  professional  capacity  of  the 
physician.** 

49.  Limitations  to  Recovery  for  Imputations  Affecting  Physi> 

cians. — Certain  limitations  on  the  right  of  physicians  to  recover  for 
imputations  affecting  them  must  be  noted.  Generally,  to  render 
words  spoken  or  written  of  and  concerning  a  physician  actionable 
per  se  as  being  injurious  to  him  professionally,  they  must  affect  him 
in  his  professional  character.  It  is  not  enough  that  the  language 
disparages  him  generally,  or  that  his  general  reputation  is  thereby 
affected.*^  For  example,  a  charge  that  a  physician,  who  was  also 
coroner,  had  proceeded  to  hold  an  inquest  over  the  body  of  a  person 
who  eventually  was  found  to  be  alive  was  held  not  actionable  per  se, 
because  it  did  not  refer  to  hia  professional  character.**  A  further 
limitation  is  that  tiie  person  in  question  must  be  practicing  his  pro- 
fession according  to  law,  and  if  he  is  not  doing  so,  but  is  practicing 
without  a  license,  when  a  license  is  required,  he  cannot  recover  dam- 
age for  statements  alleged  to  have  injured  him  in  his  profession.  For 
example,  it  has  been  held  that  the  business  of  pretending  to  heal 
absent  patients  by  supernatural  powers  without  medicine  or  surgery 
is  fraudulent,  and  is  not  protected  by  the  law  against  libel,  one  claim- 
ing the  protection  of  the  law  for  such  a  business  having  the  burden 
of  showing  the  rationale  of  anything  therein  which  entitles  the 
business  to  protection.*'  In  reference  to  the  more  recently  recognized 
schools  of  medicine  and  surgery,  considerable  controversy  has  arisen. 

9.  But  see  the  next  aneceeding  para-  567,  25  N.  E.  74,  21  A.  S.  B.  474,  8 
graph.  L.R.A.  624. 

10.  Zier  v.  Hofflin,  33  Minn.  66,  21  14.  Tarleton  v.  Lagarde,  46  La.  Ann. 
N.  W.  862,  53  Am.  Rep.  9.  1368,  16  Sa  180,  49  A.  S.  R.  353,  26 

11.  Clemmom  v.  Danforth,  67  Tt  L.R.A.  376  and  note. 

617,  32  Atl.  626,  48  A.  S.  B.  836.  16.  Note:  20  Ann.  Cas.  483. 

12.  Martin  v.  The  Picayune,  115  La.  16.  Purdy  v.  Rochester  Print.  Co., 
979,  40  So.  376,  4  L.B.A.(N.S.)  861  96  N.  Y.  372,  48  Am.  Bep.  632. 

and  note.  17.  Weltmer  v.  Bishop,  171  Mo.  110, 

13.  MoAsse  V.  Brochu,  161  Mass.  71  S.  W.  167,  65  L.B.A.  584. 
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Though  at  one  time,  persons  practicing  the  homeopathic  system  of 
medicine  may  have  been  oqteide  the  limits  of  legally  recognized 
practitioners,  there  is  no  question  to-day  but  that  a  homeopathic 
physician  may  recover  for  words  defaming  him  in  his  profession 
where  the  legality  of  his  school  of  medicine  is  fully  recognized.^^  So 
also  a  person  engaged  in  the  regular  and  legitimate  practice  of 
osteopathy  is  entitled  to  the  same  remedies  as  practitioners  of  the 
other  systems." 

50.  Imputations  Affecting  School  Teachers^ — ^Accusations  or  state- 
ments imputing  to  a  school  teacher  want  of  professional  capacity, 
immorality  or  unprofessional  conduct  are  clearly  actionable  per  se.** 
Charges  of  immoraUty  or  insinuations  of  past  misconduct  by  a 
teacher  with  the  pupils  of  a  school  in  which  he  formerly  taught  are 
clearly  actionable  per  se,  as  inflicting  injury  on  him  in  his  profession.' 
Gross  ridicule  heaped  on  a  teacher  has  also  been  held  libelous.  Thus, 
where  a  newspaper  article  r^resented  an  author  and  instructor  in  a 
university  as  illiterate,  uncultivated,  coarse,  and  vulgar,  with  sen- 
sational, absurd,  and  foolish  ideas,  and  stated  that  he  was  egotistical 
and  conceited  in  the  extreme,  and  made  himself  ridiculous  in  his 
method  of  instruction,  and  by  his  public  lectures,  such  article  was 
held  libelous.'  But  owing  to  the  public  nature  of  the  calling  of  a 
teacher,  he  is  not  entirely  exempt  from  criticism.  Thus,  it  has  been 
held  that  to  say  of  a  school  teacher  that  he  is  "noted,"  though  in  an 
invidious  sense,  and,  referring  to  a  particular  district,  "has  done  more 
damage  and  less  good  than  any  other  teacher,"  and,  referring  to  his 
application  for  a  position  as  teacher  of  its  school,  "this  district  knows 
when  it  has  had  enough,  so  it  turned  the  gentieman  down,"  does  not 
impeach  him  in  any  of  those  qualities  which  are  essentials  of  an 
accomplished  teacher,  and  to  assail  which  falsely  is  libelous  per  se.' 

18.  White  T.  GaiToU,  42  N.  Y.  161,  Notes:  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  1129;  » 
1  Am.  Rep.  fi03.  Eng.  Bid.  Cas.  13. 

Notes:  20  Ann.  Cas.  483;  Ann.  Cas.     See  also  Barry  v.  UeCollom,  81 


10.  Lathrop     Snndbe^,  65  Wash.  215,  wherein  the  statemoit  was  privi- 

144,  104  Pac.  176,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  leged. 

381,  62  Wash.  136, 113  Pac.  574,  Ann.  1.  Spears  t.  HeCoy,  155  Ky.  1,  15!^ 

Cas.  1912C  891  and  note,  33  L.R.A.  S.  W.  610,  49  UR.A.(N.S.)  1033  and 

(N.S.)  90.  note. 

SO.  St  James  Hilitaiy  Academy  v.  2.  Triggs        Sim  Printing,  etc.^ 

Giuser,  125  Afo.  517,  28  S.  W.  851,  46  Aas'n,  179  N.  Y.  144, 71 N.  E.  739, 103 

A.  S.  R.  502,  28  L.B.A.  667  (charge  A.  S.  R  841,  1  Ann.  Gas.  326,  68 

that  dancing  school  of  plaintiff  is  im-  L.R.A.  612. 

moral);  Price  v.  Conway,  134  Pa.  St.  3.  Paxton  v.  Woodward,  31  Hont. 

340,  19  Atl.  687,  19  A.  S.  R.  704,  8  195,  78  Pac.  215,  107  A.  S.  R.  416, 

L.R.A.  193  and  note  (teacher  of  short-  3  .^jm.  Cas.  646. 
hand  charged  with  unprofessional  con- 


1912C  893. 


duct). 
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Other  Forma  of  Defamatory  StatemanU 

51.  Imputations  Actionable  When  Causing  Special  Damage. — ^In 
certain  instances,  words  which  do  not  impute  conduct  to  another  of 

such  a  character  as  to  make  the  statement  in  question  actionable  per 
se  are  nevertheless  actionable  when  damage  rosults  therefrom  as  a 
natural  consequence,  or  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  such  result  was 
intended  to  be  brought  about*  For  example,  a  charge  that  one  has 
owed  for  medical  services  and,  on  being  sued  therefor,  pleaded  the 
statute  of  limitations  has  been  held  actionable  where  the  charge  was 
false  and  resulted  in  the  loss  of  the  employment  and  means  of  sup- 
port of  the  person  referred  to.*  So  also  a  false  statement  that  the 
plaintiff  had  been  the  f^prentice  of  the  defendant  was  held  action- 
able on  proof  of  loss  of  employment  as  a  result  of  such  utterance.* 
A  charge  of  having  been  a  "striker"  appears  to  be  actionable  on  proof 
of  special  damage,'  as  does  also  an  accusation  of  having  deserted  the 
church  of  which  one  was  a'  member  and  of  being  disloyal  tb^to.' 
To  publish  of  a  merchant  that  he  has  given  a  mortgage  on  his  stock 
of  goods  is  another  accusation  which  appears  to  be  actionable  on  proof 
of  special  damage.'  And  the  filing  of  a  subcontractor's  lien  witibout 
authority  of  law  and  with  intent  to  injure  the  business  of  the  con- 
teuitor  has  been  held  to  constitute  an  actionable  libel  where  it  results 
in  damage  by  reason  of  loss  of  credit  and  customers.**  However,  the 
conclusion  must  not  be  drawn  that  every  conceivable  statement  will 
give  rise  to  a  cause  of  action  on  proof  of  injury  to  another.  Where 
words  are  innocent  or  justifiable,  they  will  not  support  an  action, 
although  they  may  have  occasioned  some  special  damage,'*  and  it 
has  been  said  that  in  per  quod  actions  it  is  not  only  necessary  to  show 
that  the  language  used  did  produce  actual  damage  but  it  must  also 
appear  that  such  language  was  defamatory  and  scandalous."  Further- 
more, it  must  be  shown  that  the  words  in  question  were  the  cause 
of  tiie  special  damage  alleged  to  have  resulted."  Hence,  where  one 
falsely  reports  to  third  persons  that  a  clerk  in  the  employ  of  the 
government  has  spokra  disrespectfully  of  his  chief,  and  this  comes 

4.  Uorasse  v.  Brochn,  151  Mass.  567,  45  L.R.A.  600. 
26  N.  E.  74,  21  A.  S.  R.  474,  8  L.R.A.     8.  Gough  v.  Goldsmith,  44  Wis.  262, 

524;  Trenton  Mut.  life,  etc.,  Ins.  Co.  28  Am.  Rep.  579. 
V.  Perrine,  23  N.  J.  L.  402,  57  Am.      9.  Dun  v.  Weintraub,  111  Ga.  416, 

Dec.  400;  Reynolds  v.  Bentley,  1  36  8.  E.  808,  50  L.R.A.  670. 
McMol.  L.  (S.  C.)  16,  36  Am.  Dec.     10.  Moore  v.  Rolin,  89  Va.  107,  15 

251.   See  supra,  par.  4.  S.  E.  520,  16  L.R.A.  625  and  note. 

6.  HoUenbeck  v.  Ristine,  105  la.  488,     11.  Mayrant  t.  Richardson,  1  Nott  ft 

75  N.  W.  355,  67  A.  S.  R.  306.  McC.  (S.  C.)  347,  9  Am.  Dee.  707. 

6.  Lombard  t.  Lennox,  155  Mass.  12.  Knight  v.  Blackford,  3  Mai^ey 
70,  28  N.  E.  1125,  31  A.  S.  R.  528.  (D.  C.)  177,  51  Am.  Rep.  772. 

7.  Kansas  City,  ete.,  B.  R.  Co.  v.  13.  Newbold  v.  Bradstzeet,  67  Hd. 
Delanoy,  102  Tenn.  289,  62  S.  W.  161,  38, 40  Am.  Rep.  426. 


Digitized  by  Google 


SS  52,  53 


LIBEL  AND  SLANDER 


17  B.  C,  L. 


to  the  knowledge  of  the  latter,  who  discharges  the  clerk  in  consequence^ 
it  has  been  held  that  the  clerk  will  not  have  a  good  cause  of  action 

for  slander,  since  in  such  a  case  his  dismissal  from  office  is  not  the 
direct  and  immediate  consequence  of  the  representations  made  by 
the  defendants  to  third  persons  who  had  no  power  of  removal,  the 
repetition  of  the  slander,  and  not  the  original  uttcrance-of  it,  being 
the  immediate  and  proximate  cause  of  the  injury.^^ 

52.  Libel  of  Dead  Persons. — Certain  well  known  definitions  of  libel 
include,  as  one  form  of  the  same,  publications  tending  to  blacken 
the  memory  of  the  dead.'^  Under  the  Roman  law,  it  seems  that 
contemptuous  demeanor  towards  a  corpse  was  an  insult  to  the  heir 
of  the  deceased  and  that  an  action  would  lie  therefor.  The  rule  that 
an  heir  may  recover  for  a  libel  of  the  ancestor  does  not,  however,  seem 
to  have  gained  a  foothold  in  this  country.  Thus,  it  has  been  held 
that  a  mother  cannot  recover  damages  for  a  libelous  publication  about 
her  deceased  son,  becatise  no  injury  results  thereby  to  the  estate  of  the 
deceased.^'  But,  by  statute  in  certain  jurisdictions,  it  is  made  a  crime 
maliciously  to  blacken  or  vilify  the  memory  of  one  who  is  dead  by  a 
libelous  publication  tending  to  scandalize  or  provoke  his  surviving 
relatives  or  friends. 


53.  In  General. — ^There  are  now  certain  well  settled  rules  of  con- 
struction in  reference  to  the  determination  of  the  defamatory  char- 
acter of  written  or  oral  words.  In  the  first  place,  the  old  rule  that 
words  are  to  be  taken  in  mitiori  sensu,  that  is,  in  their  milder  sense, 
in  determining  their  actionable  character,  has  long  since  been  aban- 
doned.^' The  former  strictness  of  the  English  law,  requiring  that 
a  charge,  to  be  slanderous,  must  be  uttered  with  the  technical  precision 
of  an  indictment  is  no  longer  law.^*  Now,  words  are  to  be  taken  not 
in  their  mildest  or  most  grievous  sense,  but  in  that  sense  in  which 
they  would  be  understood  by  those  who  heard  or  read  them."  The 
ordinary  signification  in  popular  parlance  of  the  statement  made  is 
the  vital  question  in  each  case,  or,  in  other  words,  it  is  a  question 

14.  Knight  v.  Blackford,  3  Mackey  note;  Pittsbni^,  ete.,  Pass.  By.  Co, 


16.  G  om.  T.  Clap,  4  Mass.  163,  3  230,  60  Am.  Rep.  363. 

Am.  Dec.  212.  18.  World  Pub.  Co.  v.  Mullen,  43 

16.  Bradt  v.  New  Nonpariel  Co.,  108  Neb.  126,  61  N.  W.  108,  47  A.  S.  E. 
la.  449,  79  N.  W.  122,  45  L.B.A.  681.  737. 

17.  Stallings  v.  Newman,  26  Ala.  Note:  1  Am.  Dec  10. 

300,  62  Am.  Dec.  723;  Beers  V.  Strong,  19.  Stallings  v.  Newman,  26  Ala. 

Kirby  (Conn.)  19,  1  Am.  Dec.  10  and  300,  62  Am.  Dec  723;   Watson  t. 

note;  Little  v.  Barlow,  26  Ga.  423,  71  McCarthy,  2  Ga.  57,  46  Am.  Dec.  380; 

Am.  Dec.  219;  Chaddook  r.  Briggs,  Proctor  v.  Owens,  18  Ind.  21,  81  Am. 

13  Mass.  248,  7  Am.  Deo.  137  and  Dm.  341;  Wimer  v.  Allbangh,  78  la. 
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V.  McCurdy,  114  Pa.  St.  654,  8  AtL 
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of  the  natural  and  obvious  meaning  of  the  words  used.'*  For  example^ 
it  has  been  hdd  that  the  fact  that  persons  knowing  a  woman  con- 
cerning whom  an  article  ia  published  will  not  understand  it  in  any 
other  than  an  innocent  sense  does  not  prevent  its  being  libelous  if  it 
was  such  that  persons  unacquainted  witli  her  would  understand  there- 
from that  she  was  a  person  of  low  character  and  goil^  of  improper 
and  immoral  conduct.^ 

54.  Consideration  of  Surrounding  Circumstances. — ^In  arriving  at 
the  sense  in  which  defamatory  language  is  employed,  it  is  proper 
and  necessary  to  consider  the  circumstances  surrounding  its  publica- 
tion and  the  entire  language  used.*  Even  though  the  plaintiff  desires, 
he  cannot  confine  his  action  to  a  cortain  portion  of  a  statement  which 
the  defendant  has  made,  but  the  latter  may  demand  that  the  entire 
conversation  be  considered  in  determining  whether  or  not  a  portion 
thereof  is  actionable.'  In  many  instances,  words  which  are  harm- 
leas  in  themselves  may  be  actionable  in  the  light  of  surrounding 
drcumatances.*  On  the  other  hand,  words  wluoh  are  apparently 
actionable  in  themselves  may  be  rendered  not  actionable  by  the  aur- 

79,  42  N.  W.  6S7,  16  A.  S.  R.  422;  1.  Erwin  t.  Record  Pnb.  Co.,  154 
Hume  V.  Arraamith,  1  Bibb  (Ky.)  165,  Cal.  79,  97  Pac  21,  18  L.R.A.{N.S.) 
4  Am.  Dec.  626;  McGowan  v.  Manifee,  622  and  note. 

7  T.  B.  Mon.  (Ky.)  314,  18  Am.  Dec  2.  Ausman  v.  Veal,  10  Ind.  355,  71 
178;  Jarnigan  v.  Fleming,  43  Miss.  Am.  Dee.  331;  Harrison  v.  Findley, 
710,  5  Am.  Rep.  614  ;Eifert  V.Sawyer,  23  Ind.  265,  85  Am.  Deo.  456;  Brite 
2  Nott  &  McC.  (S.  C.)  511,  10  Am.  v.  GiU,  2  T.  B.  Mon.  (Ky.)  66,  15 
Dee.  633;  Ingalls  T.  Morriasey,  154  Am.  Dec.  122;  Dedway  t.  Powell,  4 
Wis.  632,  143  N.  W.  681,  Ann.  Cas.  Bush  (Ky.)  77,  96  Am.  Dec.  283; 
1915D  899.  Peterson  v.  Sentman,  37  Md.  140,  11 

Note:  1  Am.  Dec  260.  Am.  Rep.  534;  Pazton  v.  Woodward, 

20.  Pollard  v.  Lyon,  91  TJ.  S.  225,  31  Mont.  195,  78  Pae.  215, 107  A.  S.  R. 
23  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  308;  Edwards  v.  416,  3  Ann.  Cas.  546;  Norton  v.  Ladd, 
San  Jose  Printing,  etc.,  Sec,  99  Cal.  5  N.  H.  203,  20  Am.  Dec  573 ;  Sander- 
431,  34  Pac  128,  37  A.  S.  R.  70;  son  v.  Caldwell,  46  N.  Y.  398,  6  Am. 
Little  V.  Barlow,  26  Ga.  423,  71  Am.  Rep.  105;  Thompson  v.  Lusk,  2  Watts 
Dec.  219;  Harrison  v.  Findiw,  23  (Pa.)  17,  26  Am.  Deo.  91;  Pittoek  v. 
Ind.  265,  85  Am.  Dec.  456;  Logan  O'Neil,  63  Pa.  St.  253,  3  Am.  Rep. 
T.  Steele,  1  Bibb  (Ky.)  593,  4  Am.  544;  Pittsburgh,  etc..  Pass.  R.  Co.  v. 
Dee.  659;  Cbaddoek  t.  Briggs,  13  Haas.  McCurdy,  114  Pa.  St.  564,  8  At!.-  230, 
248,  7  Am.  Dec  137;  Goodrich  v.  60  Am.  Rep.  363. 
Hooper,  97  Mass.  1,  93  Am.  Dee.  49;  Note:  116  A.  S.  R.  807. 
St.  James  Military  Academy  v.  Gaiser,  3.  Bathrick  v.  Detroit  Post,  etc.,  Co., 
125  Mo.  517,  28  8.  W.  861,  46  A.  S.  50  Mich.  629,  16  N.  W.  172,  45  Am. 
R.  502,  28  L.R.A.  667;  World  Pnb.  Rep.  63. 

Co.  v.  Mnllen,  43  Neb.  126,  61  N.  W.  4.  PaveBieh  v.  New  England  Mnt. 
108,  47  A.  8.  R.  737;  Ogden  t.  Riley,  Life  Ins.  Co.,  122  Go.  190,  SO  S.  E. 
14  N.  J.  L.  186,  26  Am.  Dec  513  and  68,  106  A.  S.  R.  104,  2  Ann.  Cas.  561, 
note;  Hamilton  v.  Dent,  2  N.  C.  118,  69  L.R.A.  101;  McAllister  v.  Detroit 
I  'Am.  Dec.  662;  Kancher  v.  Blinn,  Free  Press  Co.,  76  Mich.  338,  43  N. 
29  Ohio  St.  62,  23  Am.  Rep.  727;  W.  431,  15  A.  S.  R.  318;  Bigley  v. 
Adams  v.  Lawaon,  17  Grat  (Ta.)  National  Fidelity,  etc.,  Co.,  94  Neb. 
250,  94  Am.  Dec  466.  813,  144  N.  W.  810,  60  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Digitized  by  Google 


LIBEL  AND  SLANDER 


17  B.  C.  L. 


rounding  drcumstances.*  It  has  been  held  that  slanderous  words 
may  be  retracted  or  so  qualified  and  explained  as  not  to  convey  a 
slanderous  meaning,  and  where  such  retraction,  qualification,  or 
explanation  is  made  at  the  time  of  the  speaking  of  such  words,  or 
before  the  separation  of  the  persons  who  heard  t^em,  the  words  will 
not  be  actionable.'  Apparently  the  test  in  such  cases  is  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  qualifying  words  form  a  part  of  the  same  conversation  or 
res  gestse.  Where  part  of  a  conversation  is  proved,  the  adverse  party 
is  entitled  to  the  whole  of  it;  but  he  is  not  entitled  to  prove  other  con- 
versations with  the  same  parties,  about  the  same  time,  qualifying  or 
explaining  the  conversation.'  Where  it  is  alleged  that  certain  parts 
of  a  pamphlet  are  libelous,  the  other  parts  are  to  be  considered  in 
determining  its  defamatory  character;^  and  the  place  and  position 
of  an  item  in  a  newspaper  may  be  conadered  in  determining  its 
libelous  character.'  This  rule  requiring  the  taking  into  account  of 
surrounding  drcumstances  is  particularly  important  in  cases  wherein 
the  words  in  controversy  are  of  doubtful  meaning.^'  As  a  qualificar 
tion  of  this  general  principle,  however,  it  has  been  declared  that 
attending  circumstances  which  were  unknown  to  the  hearers  cannot 
be  considered.^^  But  where  malice  and  intent  oxq  deemed  essential 
elements  to  an  action,  as,  for  example,  where  a  charge  of  crime  is 
made,  it  has  been  held  that  words,  actionable  in  themselves,  may  be 
rendered  nonactionable  by  accompanying  explanations,  even  though 
there  were  some  present  who  did  not  hear  the  explanations  which 
accompanied  their  utterance." 

55.  Charges  Hade  Indirectly. — ^To  render  a'  defamatory  statement 
actionable,  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  charge  be  made  in  a  direct, 
positive  and  open  manner.^'  A  mere  expression  of  opinion  or  of  a 
suspicion  may  be  actionable.**  For  example,  saying  "I  have  every 
reason  to  believe"  or  "I  believe"  that  the  plaintiff  has  committed  a 
crime  is  actionable  even  though  it  is  not  a  positive  assertion.''  So 
also  the  fact  that  a  newspaper  publisher  begins  a  defamatory  state- 
let: Van  Vecbten  v.  Hopkins,  5  10.  Paxton  t.  Woodward,  31  Mont. 
Johns.  (N.  Y.)  2U,  4  Am.  Dee,  339.     195,  78  Pac.  215,  107  A.  S.  R.  416, 

5.  Yakavicze  v.  Valentukevicious,  84  3  Ann.  Cas.  546. 

Coon.  350,  80  AU.  94,  Ann.  Caa.  1912C     11.  Greer  v.  White,  90  Art.  117, 118 

1264 ;  Fawsett  v.  Glaik,  48  Aid.  494,  S.  W.  258,  17  Ann.  Cas.  270. 

30  Am.  Rep.  481.  12.  Shecut  v.  McDowell,  3  Brev.  (S. 

6.  Trabue  v.  Mays,  3  Dana  (Ky.)  C.)  38,  5  Am.  Dec.  536. 

138,  28  Am.  Dec.  61.  13.  Waters  v.  Jones,  3  Port.  (Ala.) 

7.  Hatch  V.  Potter,  2  Oilman  (HI.)  442,  29  Am.  Dec  261;  Rice  v.  Sim- 
725,  43  Am.  Dec.  88  and  note.  mens,  2  Harr.  (Del.)  417,  31  Am.  Dec 

8.  Morehead  v.  Jones,  2  B.  Hon.  766. 

(Ky.)  210,  30  Am.  Dec.  600.  14.  MeGowan  v.  Manifee,  7  T.  B. 

9.  Zier  v.  Hofflin,  33  Minn.  66,  21  Mon.  (Ky.)  314,  18  Am.  Dec.  178. 
N.  W.  862,  53  Am.  Rep.  9  (item  placed     16.  Logan  v.  Steele,  1  Bibb.  (Ky.) 
in  "dead  bead"  oolmnn).  593,  4  Am.  Dec  659. 
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ment  with  the  words,  "it  is  alleged,"  does  not  deprive  such  statement 
of  its  actionable  <^aracter.^*  A  mere  inmnuation  is  as  actionable  as 
a  positive  assertion,  if  the  meaning  is  plain,^^  and  it  has  been  held 
repeatedly  ^at  the  putting  of  the  words  in  the  form  of  a  question 
will  in  no  wise  reduce  the  liability  of  the  defendant.^^  Likewise 
words  may  .  be  defamatory  when  employed  ironically,^*  or  by  way 
of  comparison,*^  and  the  fact  that  the  words  used  are  regarded  as 
slang  does  not  render  them  any  the  less  defamatory,  when  such  words, 
in  the  locality  usedj  are  given  a  meaning  which  makes  them  action- 


56.  In  General. — ^Defamatory  words,  uttered  only  to  the  person 
concerning  whom  they  are  spoken,  no  one  else  being  present  or  within 
hearing,  are  not  actionable,  because  it  is  necessary  as  an  invariable 
rule  that  there  be  a  publication  of  defamatory  words  to's(Hne  one 
other  than  the  person  defamed  to  render  the  same  actionable."  The 
same  principle  applies  to  written  or  printed  words,  in  tiiat  they  are 
not  regarded  as  published,  in  the  sense  that  will  support  a  civil  action, 
where  the  instrument  containing  them  reaches  the  person  only  of 
whom  they  are  written.'  A  second  fundamental  principle  in  regard 
to  the  publication  of  defamatory  matter  is  that  it  is  not  necessary 
in  matters  of  libel  or  slander  that  tiie  defamation  should  be  made 
known  to  the  public  generally,  or  even  to  a  considerable  number  of 
persons.  It  is  sufficient  if  it  be  communicated  to  only  one  person 
other  than  the  person  defamed,*  and  such  a  publication  suffices  even 
though  such  person  does  not  believe  what  is  said  of  the  person  de- 
famed, at  least  when  the  words  are  uttered  maliciously.*  This  is 
true  for  the  reason  that  the  injury  to  the  reputation  of  the  plaintiff 


16.  Lnndin  v.  Post  Pub.  Co.,  217  442,  28  A211.  Dee.  261. 

Mass.  213,  104  N.  E.  480,  62  LJt.A.  1.  State  v.  Sheridan,  14  Idaho  222, 

<N.S.)  207.  93  Pae.  656,  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  497; 

17.  Nye  v.  Otis,  8  Uaas.  122,  6  Am.  Miles  v.  Vanhom,  17  Ind.  245,  79  Am. 
Dec  79;  Adams  t.  Lawaon,  17  Orat.  Dee.  477. 

(Ya.)  250,  94  Am.  Dee.  455;  Posnett  2.  SheffiU  v.  Van  Densen,  13  Qny 

V.  Marble,  62  Vt  481,  20  Atl.  813,  22  (iSm)  304,  74  Am.  Dee.  632  and 

A.  S.  B.  126,  U  L.B.A.  162.  note. 

18.  Wofford  V.  Meeks,  129  Ala.  349,  3.  Fonville  v.  MoNease,  Dud.  L.  (S. 
30  So.  625,  87  A.  8.  B.  66,  55  L.R.A.  C.)  303,  31  Am.  Dee.  556. 

214;  HeSB  v.  Sparica,  44  Kan.  465,  24  4.  Jozsa  t.  Moroney,  125  La.  813, 

Pae.  979,  21  A.  S.  R.  300;  Johnson  51  80.  908,  19  Amu  Cas.  1193,  27 

▼.  St  Lonia  Diapateh  Co.,  65  Mo.  639,  LJLA.(N.S.)  1041;  Swindle  t.  State, 


19.  Enapp  v.  Fnller,  55  Vt.  311,  46  250,  94  Am.  Dee.  455  and  note. 


20.  Waters  v.  Jones,  3  Port.  (Ala.)  (Mass.)  573,  90  Am.  Deo.  160. 


able.1 


TV.  Publication 


2  Yeig.  (Tenn.)  581,  24  Am.  Dec. 
515;  Adams  t.  Lawson,  17  Chrat  (Va.) 


6.  Markham  t.  Bussell,  12  Allen 
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is  not  the  sole  element  of  injiuy,  and  the  jury  has  a  right  to  consider 
also  &e  mental  suffering  of  ^e  person  slandered.'   The  fact  that 

the  defendant  communicated  the  defamatory  words  to  but  one  person, 
and  even  then  accompanied  the  communication  with  an  injunction 
of  secrecy,  will  not  prevent  his  utterance  from  being  actionable.' 
However,  the  fact  that  the  words  charged  have  been  spoken  to  but  one 
person,  and  tiiat  person  an  intimate  friend,  may  be  received  in  evi- 
dence as  tending  to  disprove  malice.*  An  exception  has  been  recog- 
nized to  the  rule  that  the  utterance  of  defamatory  words  to  a  sin^e 
person  constitutes  publication,  in  Qxe  case  of  a  communication  from 
a  husband  to  his  wife,  when  not  made  in  the  known  presence  of  a 
third  person.  Such  communication  has  been  held  an  insufficient 
publication,  on  the  ground  that  the  act  of  talking  to  one's  wife  differs 
but  little  from  talking  to  one's  self,  or  "thinking  aloud."*  But 
defamatory  words  spoken  of  and  to  the  wife  by  a  third  person  in  the 
presence  of  the  husband  only  constitutes  a  publication.**  Moreover, 
if  a  person  compose.^  a  libel  and  sends  it  to  his  agent  to  be  read  by 
him  and  it  reaches  its  destination  and  is  read  by  such  agent,  there 
is  a  sufficient  publication  to  support  an  action  despite  the  fact  that 
it  never  reaches  the  hands  or  knowledge  of  any  other  person,'*  But 
it  is  obvious  that,  as  a  rule,  the  words  uttered  must  not  only  be  started 
on  their  way  by  the  speaker,  but  that  some  person  must  have  heard 
and  understood  them.  For  example,  words  spoken  in  a  foreign 
language  must  have  been  heard  and  understood  by  at  least  one  person 
other  than  the  speaker  to  make  them  actionable.*' 

57.  Pnblication  by  Means  of  Letter  or  Post  Card. — ^The  mere  send- 
ing of  a  letter  containing  defamatory  matter  through  the  mails  to  the 
person  defamed  thereby  does  not  amount  to  a  publication  thereof 
so  as  to  constitute  libel,**  except  in  criminal  cases.**  In  a  civil  action, 
therefore,  to  constitute  a  libel  a  letter  containing  defamatory  matter 
must  not  only  be  mailed  but  must  be  received.**  The  mere  sending 

6.  Smiddy  v.  Pear*^t«in,  201  Mass.  65  Mich.  224^  21  N.  W.  324  54  Am. 
246,  87  N.  E,  572,  131  A.  S.  R  397.  Rep.  372. 

7.  McGowan  v.  Manifee,  7  T.  B.     12.  K  v.  H  ,  20  Wis. 

Mon.  (Ky.)  '314,  18  Am.  Dec.  178;  239,  91  Am.  Dec.  397. 

Byam  v.  ColUns,  111  N.  T.  143,  19  13.  Spaits  v.  Poimdstone,  87  Ind. 
N.  E.  75,  7  A.  S.  R.  726,  2  L.B.A.  522,  44  Am.  Rep.  773;  Lyon  v.  Lash, 
129;  Cotulla  v.  Kerr,  74  Tex.  89,  11  74  Kan.  745,  88  Pae.  262,  11  Add. 
S.  W.  1058, 16  A.  S.  R.  819.  Cas.    424   and   note;    Gambrill  t. 

8.  Stallings  v.  Newman,  26  Ale.  300,  Scfaooley,  03  Md.  48,  48  Atl.  730,  86 
62  Am.  Dee.  723.  A.  S.  R.  414  and  note,  52  L.R.A.  87; 

9.  Sesler  v.  Mootgomeiy,  78  Cal.  Rumn^  v.  Worthley,  186  Mras.  144, 
486,  21  Pae.  185,  12 'A.  S.  R.  76,  3  71  N.  E.  316;  1  Ann.  Cas.  189  and 
LJt.A.  653.  note. 

10.  Lniek  v.  Driscoll,  13  Ind.  App.     14.  See  infra,  par.  226. 

279,  41  K.  E.  463,  55  A.  S.  R.  224.         16.  McCarlie  v.  Atkinson,  77  Miac 

11.  Bacon  v.  Michigan  Cent.  R.  Co.,  594,  27  So.  641,  78  A.  S.  R.  640. 
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of  defamatory  matter  through  the  maUs  may,  however,  amount  to  a 
violation  of  the  criminal  statutes  relating  to  misuse  of  the  mails. 

As  a  matter  of  evidence  it  has  been  held  that  the  publication  of  a 
libel  written  on  a  poBt  card  is  proved  by  the  testimony  of  tiie  mail 
carrier  and  of  the  addressee  that  the  latter  received  it  through  the 
mails.^'  But  if  a  post  card  contains  no  indication  that  the  statements 
written  thereon  refer  to  the  plaintifif  and  it  is  not  understood  by 
persons  through  whose  hands  it  passes  to  refer  to  the  plaintiff,  it  has 
been  held  that  proof  of  publication  is  insufficient'^  On  the  same 
principle  as  that  on  whidi  defamatory  matter  placed  on  a  post  card 
has  been  held  actionable,  to  wit,  that  the  words  are  exposed  to  public 
gaze  and  may  be  seen  without  the  breaking  of  any  seal,  it  has  been 
held  libelous  to  send  through  the  mails  an  envelope  with  defamatoiy 
mattw,  such  aa  the  words  "Bad  Debt  Collective  Agency,"  or  the  name 
of  an  organization  for  the  collection  of  bad  debts,  printed  on  the 
outside  thereof."  Although  sending  a  libelous  letter  through  the 
mail  to  the  person  libeled,  with  no  reason  to  suppose  that  it  will  be 
opened  and  read  by  any  one  else  before  he  has  received  and  read  it, 
is  not  a  publication  which  will  support  a  civil  action  for  libel,  if  the 
writer  has  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  letter  is  likely  to  be  opened 
by  an  authorized  person  other  than  the  addressee,  the  sending  by 
mail  is  a  publication.'*^  Gearly,  one  who  sends  a  defaonatory  letter 
to  another  and  then  orally  states  what  its  contents  are  to  third  per- 
sons has  rendered  himself  liable  either  for  slander  or  libel,  as  such 
conduct  constitutes  a  publication  of  the  letter  and  therefore  an  action 
of  libel  may  be  maintained  thereon  against  the  sender.^ 

58.  Publication  by  Means  of  Telegram. — ^It  is  clear  that  tiie  writ- 
ing of  a  libelous  telegraphic  message  and  the  delivery  of  it  to  a 
telegraph  company  for  transmission  constitute  a  publication  thereof 
by  the  sender.'  It  is  also  clear  that  if  there  is  nothing  defamatory 
on  the  face  of  the  message,  the  telegraph  company  is  not  liable  for 
the  innocent  transmission  thereof,  particularly  in  view  of  the  legal 
duty  resting  on  the  company  to  transmit  messages  rightfully  tendered 
to  it  for  transmission.*  As  respects  telegraphic  messages  libelous  on 

16.  Note:  58  A.  S.  B.  603.  See  also  395,  16  S.  W.  604,  ^  A.  S.  B.  361, 
PofeT  Offici.  13  L.R.A.  419;  Muetze  t,  Tuteur,  77 

17.  Logan  v.  Hodges,  146  N.  C.  38,  Wis.  236,  46  N,  W.  123,  20  A  S.  R. 
69  S.  B.  349,  14  Ann.  Cas.  103.   (This  115,  9  L.B.A  86. 

decision  is  based  partly  at  least  on  20.  Bumn^  v.  Worthl^,  186  Mass. 

the  federal  statnte  prohibiting  under  144,  71  N.  B.  316,  1  Ann.  Cas.  189 

severe  penalties  the  mailing  of  post  and  note. 

cards  containing  defamatory  matter.)  1.  Adams  v,  Lawson,  17  Grat.  (Va.) 

18.  Sadgrove  v.  Hole,  [1901]  2  K.  250,  94  Am.  Dec  455  and  note. 

B.  1,  70  L.  J.  K.  B.  455,  49  W.  R.  473,  2.  Monson  v.  Lathrop,  96  Wis.  386, 

84  L.  T.  N.  S.  647,  17  Times  L.  Rep.  71  N.  W.  596,  65  A.  S.  R.  54. 

832, 1  British  Rnl.  Cas.  459  and  note.  Note :  1  British  Rul.  Caa.  466. 

19.  State  V.  Armstrong,  106  Mo.  3.  Qrisham  v.  Western  Union  TeL 
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their  face,  however,  divergent  views  have  been  entertained  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  sending  of  such  a  telegram  amounts  to  a  publica- 
tion by  the  telegraph  company  so  as  to  make  it  liable  therefor  in 
damages  to  the  injuxed  person.  According  to  some  courts  a  telegraph 
company  is  liable  in  an  action  for  libel  for  the  transmission  of  a 
message  which  is  clearly  libelous  on  its  face.*  On  the  other  hand,  it 
has  been  held  that  the  reception,  handling,  and  delivery  ^f  a  libelous 
telegram  by  the  agents  of  a  telegraph  company  do  not  constitute  a 
libel  on  the  part  of  the  company,  but  the  publication  is  solely  by 
the  one  depositing  the  message  for  transmission,  this  view  being  based 
largely  on  the  absence  of  malice  on  the  part  of  the  company  and  its 
agents,  who,  in  the  handling  of  a  message  as  a  mere  matter  of  routine, 
in  many  cases  acquire  no  particular  knowledge  of  the  contents  thereof.* 
There  is,  however,  no  ment  in  an  objection  that  it  does  not  constitute 
a  publication  of  a  libelous  message  to  transmit  it  over  the  telegraph 
"wires  by  means  of  sound,  and  a  claim  that  such  transmission  is  in 
the  nature  of  an  oral  and  not  of  a  written  transmission  is  not  good  * 

59.  Publication  hy  Dictation  to  Stenographer. — ^The  authorities  are 
not  in  accord  as  to  whether  or  not  the  mere  dictation  of  a  defamatory 
communication  to  a  stenographer  constitutes  such  a  publication  thereof 
as  to  make  the  person  dictating  it  liable  for  libel  or  slander.  The  rule 
established  by  early  English  authorities  to  which  many  courts  in  the 
United  States  have  adhered  strictly  is  that  the  dictation  of  a  letter 
to  a  stenographer  is  virtually  the  same  as  publication  to  a  perfect 
stranger,  the  view  tak^  being  that  the  necessities  or  luxuries  of 
business  cannot  alter  the  English  law.  In  accordance  with  this 
notion  it  has  been  held  that  the  dictation  of  a  libelous  letter  to  a 
confidential  shorthand  writer  and  the  copying  of  it  by  him  on  a 
typewriting  machine,  after  which  it  is  signed  by  the  person  dictating 
it,  is  a  publication  of  its  contents,  so  as  to  entitle  the  person  to  whom 
it  is  addressed  to  maintain  either  libel  or  slander  on  it,  although  there 
is  no  communication  of  its  contents  to  any  other  person.^  More 
recently,  however,  it  has  been  held  in  England  that  where  a  letter 
containing  defamatory  statements  is  written  on  a  privileged  occasion 
the  privilege  covers  its  dictation  to  a  stenographer  for  transcription, 
provided  the  dictation  is  in  (he  reasonable  and  ordinary  course  of 

Co.,  238  Ho.  480, 142  S.  W.  271,  Ann.  sage,  see  infra,  par.  204. 
Gas.  1913A  S36,  37  L.B.A.(N.S.)  861     6.  Western  Union  Tel.  Co.  v.  Cash- 
and  note.  man,  149  Fed.  367,  81  C.  C.  A.  5,  9 

4.  Petenon  v.  Western  Union  TeL  Ann.  Caa.  693  and  note,  0  L.B.A.(N.S.) 
Co.,  72  Minn.  41.  74  N.  W.  1022,  71  140  and  note. 
A.  S.  R.  461,  40  L.R.A.  661,  75  Minn.     S.  Note:  9  Ann.  Cos.  698. 
368,  77  N.  W.  985,  74  A.  S.  R.  502,     7.  Gambrill  v.  Schooley,  93  Md.  48p 
43  L.Rjl.  581.   Ab  to  the  Uability  of  48  AtL  730, 86  A.  S.  R.  414,  52  L.B.A. 
a  tel^;raph  eompany  for  punitive  87. 
domases  for  aen^e  a  libelous  mes- 

318 


Digitized  by  Google 


17  B.  C.  Ll 


LIBEL  AND  SLANDER 


§  60 


budineas.*  And  in  this  coimtiy,  it  has  been  held  that  the  dictation  of 
a  letter  by  a  manager  of  a  corporation  to  a  stenographer  in  the  employ 
of  tiie  corporation  is  not  a  publication,  on  the  ground  that  the  manager 
and  the  stenographer  were  engaged  in  the  performance  of  a  daty  for 
a  common  master  and  that  the  sten(^^pher  was  therefore  not  to  be 
regarded  as  a  third  person.'  In  the  later  dedsions,  however,  much 
stress  seems  to  be  laid  on  the  distinction  between  the  communication 
of  mattras  which  arise  in  the  ordinary  <x)urse  of  business  and  those 
which  do  not  Thus,  it  has  been  held  that,  where  the  manager  of  a 
corporation  hands  to  a  stenographer,  to  be  typewritten,  a  draft  letter 
written  in  the  interest  of  the  company,  but  unconnected  with  its 
ordinary  business,  and  containing  defamatory  statements,  the  com- 
munication of  the  contents  of  the  letter  to  the  stenographer  is  not 
privileged  and  there  is  a  publication  of  the  libel  for  which  the  cor- 
poration is  liable.^** 

60.  Repetition  or  Republication. — ^There  are  numerous  authori- 
ties, most  of  them  of  early  date,  to  the  effect  that  one  who  hears  a 
slander  has  a  legal  right  to  repeat  it,  if  he  does  so  in  the  same  words, 
and  at  the  same  time  gives  his  authority  for  the  statement,  because  of 
the  rebuttal  of  any  pr^umption  of  malice  in  such  cases.**  On  this 
early  doctrine,  however,  various  limitations  were  imposed  by  different 
courts,  as,  for  example,  that  the  authority  mentioned  for  the  state- 
ment must  be  such  as  would  induce  reasonable  belief,*'  or  that  the 
name  of  a  rAponsible  person  against  whom  ^e  injured  party  might 
bring  his  action  must  be  mentioned  as  authom^'  Moreover,  it  seems 
that  if  tiie  authority  of  another  was  used  merely  as  a  cover  for  the 
actual  malice  of  the  defendant,  as  where  the  defendant  spoke  the 
words  with  the  qualification  that  he  could  prove  that  another  said 
the  same,  the  defendant  would  be  held  liable.**  At  the  present  day, 
by  tiie  great  weight  of  authority,  a  person  is  held  liable  for  tiie  pub- 
lication of  defamatory  words  in  regard  to  another,  even  though  he 
is  but  repeating  what  he  has  heard  and  names  his  autiiority,**  and 

8.  Edmonson  t.  Birch,  [1907]  IK.  12.  Hersb  v.  Ringwalt,  3  Yeates 
B.  371,  76  L.  J.  K.  B.  346,  96  L.  T.  (Pa.)  608,  2  Am.  Dee.  392. 

N.  S.  415,  23  Times  L.  Rep.  234,  1     13.  Jamigan  v.  Fleming,  43  Miss. 

British  Rul.  Cas.  444,  7  Ann.  Caa.  710,  5  Am.  Rep.  514. 

192  and  note.  14.  Jamigan  t.  Fleming,  43  Miss. 

9.  Note:  1  Ann.  Cas.  103.  710,  5  Am.  Rep.  614:  Miller  v.  Kerr, 

10.  Puterbaugh  v.  Gold  Medal  Fur-  2  McCord  U  (S.  €3.)  285,  13  Am. 
niture  Mfg.  Co.,  7  Ont.  L.  Rep.  582,  Dec.  722. 


11.  Waters  v.  Jones,  3  Port.  (Ala.)  21  Atl.  702,  28  A.  S.  R.  240;  Brewer 
442,  29  Am.  Dec.  261;  Tatlow  v.  v.  Chase,  121  Mich.  526,  80  N.  W.  575, 
Jaquett,  1  Har.  (Del.)  333,  26  Am.  80  A.  S.  R.  527  and  note,  46  L.R.A. 
Dec.  399;  Johnson  v.  St.  Louis  Dis-  397;  World  Pub.  Co.  t.  Mullen,  43 
patch  Co.,  65  Mo.  539,  27  Am.  Rep.  Neb.  126,  61  N.  W.  108,  47  A.  S.  R. 


1  Ann.  Cas.  100  and  note. 


16.  Haines  v.  Campbell,  74  Md.  158, 


293. 
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although  the  repetition  is  made  without  any  design  to  extend  the 
circulation  of  the  defamation  or  to  cause  tihe  person  to  whom  it  is 
addressed  to  believe  it  to  be  true,^*  the  principle  being  that  a  person 
who  repeats  slander  heard  from  others  indorses  it.*'  Proof  of  the 
fact  that  the  defendant  has  but  repeated  the  publications  of  others, 
as  mitigating  damages,  is  discussed  elsewhere.'^ 

61.  Publication  Invited^  Procured  or  Consented  to  by  Plaintiff.— 
It  is  generally  held  that  the  publication  of  a  libel  or  slander  invited 
or  procured  by  the  plaintiff  is  not  sufficient  to  support  an  action  for 
defamation.^*  For  example,  the  delivery  of  a  letter  of  recommenda- 
tion for  a  former  employee  to  a  person  who,  by  his  authority,  requested 
it  is  not  a  publishing  of  any  libel  contained  in  it.**  The  maxim 
volenti  non  fit  injuria  has  also  been  applied  to  alleged  slanderous 
statements  made  in  the  presence  of  an  officer,  where  the  subject  of 
the  statements  solicited  them  and  sent  for  the  officer  for  the  express 
purpose  of  having  the  statements  repeated  in  his  presence.*  Where 
the  recipient  of  a  libelous  letter  shows  the  same  to  third  persons,  he 
cannot  recover  damages  for  such  publication,  as  he  alone  is  responsiltde 
therefor.*  This  principle  has  been  f^>pUed  where  a  married  woman 
shows  to  her  husband  the  contents  of  a  sealed  envelope  sent'  to  her.' 
Likewise,  there  is  no  publication  of  a  libel  where  it  consists  of  a 
sealed  letter  sent  to  the  person  on  whom  it  reflects,  and  he,  because 
of  his  inability  to  read,  has  it  read  to  him  by  his  wif^  there  being  no 
evidence  that  this  inability  to  read  was  known  to  the  peison  who  sent 
such  libel,  nor  any  averment  that  it  was  sent  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
voking a  breach  of  the  peace.*  A  private  letter  written  by  a  person 
charged  with  libel  and  addressed  directly  to  the  attorneys  of  the 

V.  LyoDf  10  Johns.  (N.  T.)  447,  6     2.  Gongh  v.  Goldsmith,  44  Wis.  262, 
Am.  Deo.  346;  TerwilligeT  v.  Wands,  28  Am.  Rep.  579. 
17  N.  Y.  54,  72  Am.  Dec.  420;  Lath-     3.  Wilcox  v.  Moon,  64  Vt.  450,  24 
n>p  T.  Sundberg,  55  Wash.  144,  104  Atl.  244,  33  A.  S.  B.  936,  15  L.aA. 
Poc.  176,  25  L.B.A.(N.S.)  381.  760  and  note. 

Note:  15  A.  S.  R.  342.  But  where  the  defendant  wrote,  a 

16.  Kenney  v.  McLaughlin,  5  Gray  libel  of  the  plaintiff  and  mailed  it  to 
(Mass.)  3,  66  Am,  Dec.  345  and  note,  the  plaintiff's  wife,  there  was  held  to 

17.  Evans  v.  Smith,  5  T.  B.  Men.  be  a  publication  by  the  defendant  al- 
(Ky.)  363,  17  Am.  Dec  74.  though  the  plaintiff  received  the  letter 

18.  See  infra,  par.  211.  from  the  postal  authorities,  opened 

19.  FonviUe  v.  MeNeasei  Dud.  L.  (8.  and  read  a  few  lines  on  the  back  there- 
C.)  303,  31  Am.  Dec.  556.  of,  written  to  himself  personally,  and 

Notes:  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1141;  21  then  handed  the  letter  to  his  wife,  the 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  33;  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  two  then  reading  the  letter  together, 
620.  or   practically   at   the   same  time. 

20.  Kansas  City,  etc.,  E.  Co.  v.  De-  Kramer  v.  Perkins,  102  Minn.  455, 113 
laney,  102  Tenn.  289,  52  S.  W.  151,  N.  W.  1062,  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  U41. 
45  L.R.A.  600.  4.  State  t.  Syphrett,  27  S.  C.  29,  2 

1.  Shinglemeyer   v.    Wright,    124  S.  E.  624,  13  A.  S.  R.  616  and  noie. 
Mich.  230,  82  N.  W.  887,  50  L.R.A. 
129. 
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complamant  in  regard  to  a  daim  asserted  by  the  latter  against  the 
writer  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  complainant's  attorney  for 
adjustment  has  not  been  published,  in  the  sense  of  the  law  of  libel. 

62.  Publication  Induced  for  Purpose  of  Suit. — person  who  insti- 
gate or  procures  a  libelous  communication  to  be  published  against 
himself,  for  the  purpose  of  predicating  a  suit  for  damages  on  it,  can- 
not recover  in  sach  an  action.  But  it  has  been  held,  if  he  merely 
instigates  or  seta  on  foot  inquiries  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
source  of  evil  reports,  in  order  that  they  may  be  counteracted,  or  for 
any  other  proper  purpose,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  predicating  an 
action  for  damages  in  his  own  behalf,  he  is  not  estopped  thereby 
from  maintaining  such  an  action.'  So  also  the  plainti£f  may  in  good 
faith  make  inquiry  through  a  third  person  of  the  defendant  if  he 
has  made  a  danderous  charge  s^ainst  the  plaintiff,  and  if  the  defend- 
ant in  malice  rdterates  the  chtu'ge  in  reply,  the  words  spoken  at  that 
time  are  actionable;  but  if  the  inquiry  is  made  as  a  trick  for  the 
purpose  of  inducing  the  defendant  to  utter  a  slander,  the  words  thus 
elicited  are  not  a  ground  of  action.'  On  the  other  hand  it  has  been 
held  that  the  uttering  of  slfmderous  words  to  an  agent  of  the  person 
slandered,  though  such  agent  was  sent  to  the  defendant  for  the  express 
purpose  of  obtaining  evidence  on  which  to  ba.se  an  action  for  slander, 
is  a  sufficient  publication  to  support  an  action  for  slander.^ 


63.  Malice. — ^That  malice  is  an  essential  ingredient  of  the  plaintiff's 
case  in  actions  for  libel  or  slander  has  been  affirmed  frequently  by 
the  authorities.'  Various  definitions  of  the  term  malice  have  been 
enunciated,  the  most  common  being  that  malice  in  its  l^al  sense 
means  a  wrongful  act,  done  intentionally,  or  with  evil  intent,^**  with- 
out just  cause  or  excuse,**  or  as  the  result  of  ill  will."  Malice  does 
not  necessarily  imply  spite  against  any  individual,  but  ratlier,  in 

8.  Dickinson  v.  Hathaway,  122  La.     Not«:  72  Am.  Dee.  429. 
644,  48  So.  1B6,  21  L.B.A.(N.S.)  33     See  infra,  par.  65. 


6.  Richardson  v.  Gunby,  88  Kan.  47,  N.  W.  687,  16  A.  S.  R.  422  and  note; 
127  Pac  533,  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  620.     State  v.  Mason,  26  Ore.  273,  38  Pac 

7.  Nott  V.  Stoddard,  38  Vt.  25,  88  130,  46  A.  S.  R.  629,  26  L.R.A.  779. 


8.  Rudd  V.  Cameron,  26  Ont.  L.  Bep.  Co.,  34  Cat.  48,  91  Am.  Dec.  672  and 
154,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  618.  note;  Riley  v.  Lee,  88  Ky.  603,  11  S. 

9.  White  V.  NiehoUs,  3  How.  286,  W.  713,  21  A.  S.  B.  358  and  note; 
11  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  691;  Philadelphia,  ICing  v.  Boot,  4  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  U3, 
etc,  E.  Co.  v.  Qnigley,  21  How.  202,  21  Am.  Dec.  102. 

16  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  73;  Lothrop  v.     12.  Krug  v.  Pitaas,  162  N.  Y.  164, 
Adams,  133  Mass.  471,  43  Am.  Bep.  56  N.  E.  526,  78  A.  S.  B.  317  and 
628;  Holt  t.  Parsons,  23  Tex.  9,  76  note. 
Am.  Dec.  49. 
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10.  Wimer  v.  Allbaugh,  78  la.  79,  42 


Am.  Dec.  633. 


11.  Maynard  v.  Fireman's  Fund  Ins. 
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many  instances,  merely  a  wanton  disposition  grossly  negligent  of 
the  rights  of  others.** 

64.  Forms  of  Malice. — ^In  actions  of  libel  or  slander  there  are  two 
kinds  of  malice:  malice  in  law  and  malice  in  fact,  or  express  malice." 
Malice  in  law,  or  legal  malice,  is  a  presumption  of  law  and  dispenses 
with  the  proof  of  malice,  when  words  which  raise  such  presumption 
are  shown  to  have  been  uttered.  This  form  of  malice  is  not  neces- 
sarily inconsistent  with  an  honest  or  even  laudable  purpose^  and 
does  not  imply  ill  will,^*  hatred,  or  a  purpose  to  injure.*' 

65.  Necessity  of  Halice. — ^It  is  universally  held  that  in  actions  for 
defamation,  when  the  words  uttered  are  actionable  per  se,  malice  is 
conclusively  presumed.*^  By  this,  is  meant  nothing  more  than  that 
malice  in  law  only  is  required,  and  this  is  but  another  way  of  stating 

15.  Tresea  t.  Maddoz,  11  La.  Ann.  dox,  11  La.  Ann.  206,  66  Am.  Dec. 
206, 66  Am.  Dee.  198.  See  also  Malice.  198;  Savoie  v.  Scanlan,  43  La.  Ann. 

14.  Lawson  v.  Hicks,  38  Ala.  279,  967,  9  So.  916,  26  A.  S.  R.  200  and 

81  Am.  Dee.  49;  Childe^  v.  San  Jose  note;  Tarleton  t.  Lagarde,  46  La.  Ann. 

Mercury  Printing,  etc.,  Co^  105  Cal.  1368,  16  So.  180,  49  A.  S.  R.  353  and 

284,  38  Pac.  903,  45  A.  8.  B.  40  and  note,  26  L.RA.  325;  Levert  t.  Daily 

note.   See  also  Malice.  •  States  Pub.  Co.,  123  La.  694,  49  So. 

16.  Jellisott  V.  Goodwin,  43  Me.  287,  206, 131  A.  S.  R.  356,  23  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
69  Am.  Dec  62  and  note.  726;  Fresh  v.  Cutter,  73  Md.  87,  20 

16.  King  V.  Root,  4  Wend.  (N,  T.)  Atl.  774,  25  A.  S.  R.  675  and  note, 
113,  21  Am.  Dec.  102.  10  L.R.A.  67;  Com.  v.  Blanding,  3 

17.  State  V.  Mason,  26  Ore.  273,  38  Pick.  (Mass.)  304,  16  Am.  Dec.  214; 
Pao.  130,  46  A.  S.  B.  629,  26  L.R.A.  Bodwell  v.  Osgood,  3  Pick.  (Mass.) 
779.  379,  16  Am.  Deo.  228;  Estes  v.  Autro- 

18.  Broughton  v.  McGrew,  39  Fed.  bus,  1  Mo.  197,  13  Am.  Dec  496  and 
672,  5  L.R.A.  406;  Childera  v.  San  note;  Mitchell  v.  Bradstreet  Co.,  116 
Jose  Mercury  Printing,  etc,  Co.,  105  Mo.  226,  22  S.  W.  358,  724,  38  A.  S. 
Cal.  284,  38  Pac  903,  45  A.  S.  R.  R.  592  and  note,  20  L.R.A.  138;  St. 
40;  Abraham  v.  Baldwin,  52  Fla.  151,  James  Military  Academy  t.  Gaiser, 
42  So.  591,  10  Ann.  Cas.  1148,  10  125  Mo.  517,  28  8.  W.  851,  46  A.  S. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  1051;  Jones  v.  Forehand,  R.  502,  28  L.R.A.  667;  Paxton  v. 
89  Ga.  520,  16  S.  E.  262,  32  A.  S.  R.  Woodward,  31  Mont.  196,  78  Pac.  215, 
81.and  note;  Moosler  v.  Harding,  33  107  A.  S.  R.  416,  3  Ann.  Cas.  546; 
Ind.  176,  5  Am.  Rep.  195,  overruled  Gilman  v.  Lowell,  8  Wend.  (N.  Y.) 
on  another  point  by  Bonham  t.  Keen,  573,  24  Am.  Dec  96  and  note ;  Byam 
40  Ind.  197;  Gray  v.  Elzroth,  10  Ind.  v.  Collins,  lU  N.  T.  143,  19  N.  E. 
App.  587,  37  N.  E.  551,  53  A.  S.  B.  75,  7  A.  S.  R.  726  and  note,  2  L.R.A. 
400;  Hatch  v.  Potter,  2  Gilman  (111.)  129  an.l  note;  Moore  v.  Francis,  121 
725,  43  Am.  Dee.  88  and  note;  State  N.  Y.  199,  23  N.  E.  1127,  18  A.  S.  R. 
V.  Brady,  44  Kan.  435,  24  Pac.  948,  810,  8  L.R.A.  214;  Wrege  v.  Jones, 
21  A.  S.  R.  296  and  note,  9  L.R.A.  13  N.  D.  267,  100  N.  W.  705,  112  A. 
606;  Faris  v.  Starke,  9  Dana  (Ky.)  S.  R.  679,  3  Ann.  Cas.  482;  Stete  v. 
128,  S3  Am.  Dec.  536;  Hart  v.  Reed,  Mason,  26  Ore.  273,  38  Pac.  130,  46 
1  B.  Men.  (Ky.)  166,  35  Am.  Dec.  A.  S.  R.  629,  26  LB  A..  779;  BeW  v, 
179  and  note;  Pennsylvania  Iron  Fuller,  84  Tex.  450,  19  S.  W.  616, 
Works  Co.  V.  Henry  Voght  Machine  31  A.  S.  B.  76;  Byrne  v.  Funk,  38 
Co.,  96  S.  W.  551,  29  Ky.  L.  Rep.  861,  Wash.  606,  80  Pac  772,  3  Ann.  Cas. 
8  L.B.A.(N.S.)  1023;  Txraca  t.  Mad-  647. 
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that  in  such  cases  malice  in  faot|  or  actual  ill  will,  need  not  be  shown 
to  maintain  the  action.  The  customary  mode  of  statement,  namely, 
that  malice  in  such  cases  ia  presumed,  appears  to  be  resorted  to  merely 
for  tiie  purpose  of  reconciling  tiie  old  idea  that  malice  ia  essential 
in  all  actions  for  defamation  with  the  rule  that  actual  ill  will  need 
not  be  shown  where  a  publication  is  actionable  per  se."  In  the  case 
of  communications  which  are  known  as  qualifiedly  privileged,*"  the 
plaintiff  cannot  recover  unless  express  malice,  or  malice  in  fact,  be 
shown.^  If  the  words  in  question  come  within  the  class  of  the  abso- 
lutely privileged,  the  question  of  malice  is  not  a  subject  of  inquiry 
and  cannot  be  shown.'  Further  importance  attaches  to  the  question 
of  malice  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  words  not  actionable  per  se  are 
in  many  instances  rendered  actionable  by  proof  of  malice  in  uttering 
them.'  The  question  of  malice  as  affecting  the  amount  of  damages 
recoverable  is  discussed  elsewhere.* 

66.  Intent. — The  term  intent  is  often  confused  with  the  terms 
motive  and  malice  in  the  law  of  libel  and  slander.*  Intent  to  defame 
has  been  declared  essential  to  maintain  an  action  for  libel.*  On  the 
other  hand,  the  intent  with  which  a  libel  is  published  has  been  declared 
immaterial  in  so  far  as  the  right  to  maintain  an  action  for  such  mis- 
conduct is  concerned.'  The  apparent  difference  of  opinion  here  set 
forUi  may  doubtless  be  reconciled  by  a  reference  to  the  general  prin- 
ciple that  a  person  is  presumed  to  intend  the  natural  consequences 
of  his  own  acts  and  hence,  where  the  words  uttered  are  free  from 
ambiguity,  the  question  of  the  intent  with  which  the  defendant  made 
his  publication  is  in  truth  irrelevant.*    However,  if  the  words  in 


19.  Notes:  72  Am.  Dec  6  Missouri  Pac.  By.  Co.  Richmond, 
L.B.A.  363.  73  Tex.  568,  11  S.  W.  555,  15  A.  S. 

20.  See  infra,  par.  74,  88  et  seq.  '  R.  794,  4  L.B.A.  280;  Nott  v.  Stod- 
1.  Abraham  v.  Baldwin,  52  Fla.  151,  dard,  38  Vt.  25,  88  Am.  Dec.  633. 

42  So.  591,  10  Ann.  Cas.  1148,  10  2.  Gosewiseh  v.  Doran,  161  Cal.  511, 
L.R.A.(N.8.)  1051;  HoUenbeck  v.  Ris-  119  Pac.  666.  Ann.  Cas.  1913D  442. 
tine,  105  la.  488,  75  N.  W.  355,  67  See  infra,  par.  76  et  seq. 

A.  S.  R.  306;  Pattison      Gulf  Bay  3.  Morasse  t.  Brocha,  151  Mass.  567, 

Co.,  U6  La.  963,  41  So.  224,  114  A.  25  N.  G.  74,  21  A.  S.  R.  474,  8  L.R.A. 

S.  R.  570;  Edwards  t.  Chandler,  14  524. 

Mieh.  471,  90  Am.  Dee.  249 ;  Callahan  Note:  23  L.R.A.(K.S.)  392. 

T.  Ingram,  122  Mo.  356,  26  S.  W.  1020,  4.  See  infra,  par.  192. 

43  A.  S.  R.  583:  State  t.  Bumham,  6.  For  illustrations,  see  Holmes  t. 
9  N.  H.  34,  31  Am.  Dec  217;  Roth-  Jones,  147  N.  Y.  69,  41  N.  E.  409,  49 
hols  V.  Dunkle,  63  N.  J.  L.  438,  22  A.  S.  R.  646. 

AO.  193,  26  A.  S.  R.  432,  13  L.R.A.  Note:  23  L.R.A.(N.8.)  392. 

6S6;  John  W.  Lovell  Co.  t.  Houghton,  6.  Note:  13  LJt.A.  419. 

116  N.  7. 520, 22  N.  E.  1066,  6  L.R.A.  7.  Holmes  t.  Jones,  147  N.  Y.  69, 

363  and  note;  Conroy      Pittsburgh  41  N.  E.  409,  49  A.  S.  R.  646. 

Times,  139  Pa.  St.  334,  21  AtL  154,  8.  Moore  v.  Francis,  121  N.  Y.  199, 

23  A.  8.  R.  188,  11  L.R.A.  725;  Jack-  23  N.  E.  1127, 18  A.  S.  R.  810, 8  L.R.A. 

aoa  T.  Pittsburgh  Times,  152  Pa.  St.  214. 

406,  26  Atl.  613,  34  A.  S.  R.  659;  Note:  13  L.R.A.  419. 
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controveisy  are  of  doubtful  inq>ort,  the  intent  with  which  they  w^ 
spoken  may  be  left  to  the  jury.* 

67.  Statements  Hade  in  Jest  or  Irony  or  While  Intoxicated. — One 
cannot  justify  his  conduct  in  assailing  the  reputation  of  another  by 
saying  that  he  acted  merely  in  jest/^  unless  it  is  perfectly  manifest 
from  the  language  employed  thfut  it  can  in  no  respect  be  regarded  as 
an  attack  on  the  person  to  whom  it  relates.*'  Nor  is  the  publication 
of  a  story  reflecting  on  the  plaintiff  rendered  any  the  less  libelous 
by  the  fact  that  the  defendant,  a  newspaper  proprietor,  published  the 
same  merely  to  amuse  his  readers.*'  Pseudo  praise,  which  may  appear 
laudatory  in  character  to  certain  persons,  may  be  highly  injurious 
in  the  eyes  of  others.  It  is,  therefore,  the  duty  of  a  publisher  to  ascer- 
tain the  exact  nature  of  articles  submitted  for  publication  in  praise 
of  another,  to  guard  against  their  being  of  an  ironical  character,*'  it 
being  a  general  principle  that  words  uttered  in  irony  may  be  as  action- 
able as  direct  statements,  where  the  intent  to  slander  in  this  indirect 
manner  appears.**  The  fact  that  the  defendant  was  drunk  when  he 
slandered  the  plaintiflf  will  not  necessarily  prevent  such  utterance  from 
being  injurious  and  therefore  it  has  been  held  to  be  no  defense  in 
an  action  for  slander  Uiat  the  defendant  was  intoxicated  at  the  time 
of  the  speaking  of  the  slanderous  words.** 

68.  Mistake  as  Affecting  Intent. — One  whose  name  is  used  by  mis- 
take in  publishing  an  article  intended  to  refer  to  another  person  of 
the  same  surname  and  description,  as  to  whom  the  facts  stated  are 
true,  has  been  held  to  have  no  right  of  action  for  libel,  although  the 
article  would  be  libelous  if  it  was  intended  to  refer  to  him.*'  Similarly, 
the  proprietor  of  a  newspaper  has  been  held  not  liable  for  ludicrous 
but  innocent  misprints  in  a  publication.*'  On  the  other  hand,  in 
an  action  for  libel  against  the  publisher  of  a  newspaper  who  published 
a  defamatory  article  containing  the  plaintiff's  name,  the  fact  that  the 
writer  of  the  article  and  the  editor  of  the  paper  had  never  heard  of 
the  plaintiff  and  believed  the  name  referred  to  in  the  article  to  be 
that  of  an  imaginary  person,  and  that  neither  they  nor  the  publisher 
of  the  paper  intended  to  defame  the  plaintiff,  has  been  held  to  be 

9.  St.  Martin  t.  Desnoyer,  1  Minn,  and  note. 


10.  Hatch  V.  Potter,  2  Oilman  (III.)  16.  Reed  v.  Harper,  25  la.  87,  95 
725,  43  Am.  Dec.  88;  Hosley  v.  Brooks,  Am.  Dec  774  and  note;  WiUiams  v. 
20  111.  115,  71  Am.  Dec.  252  and  note.  McManus,  38  La.  Ann.  161,  58  Am. 

11.  TriggB  V.   Sun  Printing,  etc.,  Kep.  171. 

Ass'n,  179  N.  Y.  144,  71  N.  E.  739,  16.  Hanson  v.  Globe  Newspaper  Co., 
103  A.  S.  B.  841,  1  Ann.  Gas.  326,  66  159  Mass.  293,  34  N.  £.  462,  20  LJEI.A. 
L.R.A.  612.  856  and  note. 

12.  Note:  2  A.  S.  R.  43.  17.  Sailings  v.  Shakespeare,  46  Mich. 

13.  Martin  v.  The  Picayune,  115  La.  408,  9  N.  W.  451,  41  Am.  Bep.  166. 
079,  40  So.  376,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  861 
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14.  Note:  U6  A.  S.  R.  809. 
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DO  defense  if  the  circumstances  ore  such  that  persona  who  read  the 
article  would  reasonably  think  that  the  language  referred  not  to  an 
imaginary  but  to  a  real  person^  and  that  those  among  them  who 
knew  the  plaintiff  would  reasonably  suppose  the  language  to  refer  to 
him.**  Under  statutes  allowing  a  defendant  to  give  evidence  of  his 
intent  in  an  action  for  libel,  it  has  been  held  that  he  has  a  right  to 
show  that  the  libelous  language  charged  was  rendered  so  by  a  mistake 
in  punctuation.** 


VI.  Truth  and  Retraction 

69.  Truth  and  Belief  In  Truth  as  a  Defense.— Proof  of  the  truth 
of  the  defamatory  words  employed  is,  as  a  rule,  a  complete  defense 
in  an  action  for  libel  or  slander  in  the  absence  of  a  statutory  provision 
to  the  contrary.*"  The  fact  tliat  evil  motives  prompted  the  defendant 
to  publish  the  truth  will  not  impair  his  defense,*  nor  is  it  material 
that  the  defendant  did  not  know,  at  the  time  of  his  publication,  that 
he  was  speaking  the  tnith.*  Thus,  the  statement  that  certain  oil 
would  not  stand  a  certain  inspection  is  not  actionable,  if  true,  even 
though  no  inspection  occurred  until  after  the  words  were  uttered.* 
On  the  other  hand,  a  mere  belief  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  that 
he  spoke  the  truth  is  not  a  defense,*  except  in  the  case  of  communica- 
tions qualifiedly  privileged  *  Accordingly,  where  the  assertion  was 
that  the  defendant  bdieved  that  the  plaintiff  was  guilty  of  a  crime, 

18.  Halton  v.  Jones,  [1910]  A.  G.     4.  Fountain  v.  West,  23  la.  9,  92 

(Eng.)  20, 16  Ann.  Caa.  16G  and  note.  Am.  Dec.  405,  overruled  on  anotluT 

19.  Amott  V.  Standard  Ass'n,  57  point  bv  Riley  v.  Norton,  65  la.  306, 
Conn.  86,  17  Atl.  361,  3  L.R.A.  69.  21  N.  W.  649;  Parkhurst  v.  Ketchum. 

Note:  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  392.  6  Allen   (Mass.)  406,  83  Am.  Deo. 

20.  Jasigi  V.  Brown,  17  How.  194,  639;  Sweet  v.  Post  Pub.  Co.,  215  Mass. 
15  D.  S.  (L.  ed.)  208;  Courier-Journal  450,  102  N.  E.  660,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D 
Co.  V.  Phillips,  142  Ky.  372, 134  S.  W.  533,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  240;  Hciknap 
446,  32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  309;  Jarnigan  v.  Ball,  83  Mich.  583,  47  N.  \V.  674, 
V.  Fleming,  43  Miss.  710,  5  Am.  Rep.  21  A.  S.  R.  622.  11  L.R.A.  72;  Trimble 
514.  V.  Foster,  87  Mo.  49,  56  Am.  Kep. 

Notes:  91  A,  S.  R.  288;  21  L,R.A.  440;  Kelly  v.  Independent  Pub.  Co., 

502;  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  132;  50  Uft-A.  45  Mont.  127,  122  Pae.  735,  Ann.  Cas. 

(N.S.)  1040;  17  Ann.  Cas.  761.  1913D  1063,  38  L.R.A.(N.S.)  HOO; 

1.  Castle  V.  Houston,  19  Kan.  417,  Moore  v.  Frances,  121  N.  Y.  199,  23 
27  Am.  Rep.  127;  King  v.  Root,  4  N.  E.  1127,  18  A.  S.  R.  810,  8  L.R.A. 
Wend.  (N.  Y.)  113,  21  Am.  Deo.  102.  214;  Holmes  v.  Jones,  147  N.  Y.  59, 

Note:  21  L.R.A.  503.  41  N.  E  409,  49  A.  S.  R.  646. 

2.  Denver  Public  Warehouse  Co.  t.  5.  McAllister  v.  Detroit  Free  Press 
Holloway,  34  Colo.  432,  83  Pae.  131,  Co.,  76  Mich.  338,  43  N.  W.  431,  15 
114  A.  S.  R.  171,  7  Ann.  Cas.  840,  a.  8.  R.  318;  Cotulla  v.  Kerr,  74  Tex. 
3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  696,  89,  11  S.  W.  1058,  15  A.  S.  R.  819; 

Note:  17  Ann.  Cas.  761.  Williams  Printing  Co.  v.  Saunders, 

3.  Waters-Pierce  Oil  Co.  v.  End-  113  Va.  156,  73  S.  E.  472,  Ann.  Cas. 
well,  103  Ark.  345, 147  S.  W.  64,  Ann.  1913E  693.  As  to  qualified  privilege, 
Cas.  1914B  837,  see  infra,  par.  88  et  aeq. 
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the  defendant  cannot  justify  his  statement  by  proving  that  he  believed 
what  he  said;  he  must  diow  that  the  plaintiff  was  actually  guilty 
of  the  offense.*  Moreover,  by  constitutional  and  statutory  provisions 
in  some  states,  the  defense  of  truth  has  been  restricted,  particularly 
in  actions  for  libel.  Such  provisions  generally  require  that,  in  ad- 
dition to  being  true,  the  words  must  also  be  published  with  good 
motives  and  for  justi^able  ends,  or  without  malice.'  This  also  appears 
to  be  the  rule  in  a  few  cases  even  in  the  absence  of  statute.^  Belief 
in  the  truth  of  the  charge  made,  as  mitigating  damages,  is  discussed 
elsewhere,'  as  is  also  the  mode  of  pleading  truth  as  a  defense.^® 

70.  Effect  of  Plea  of  Truth  or  Failure  to  Plead  Truth.— A  plea  of 
truth  is  by  way  of  confession  and  avoidance.  Hence,  when  the  defend- 
ant justifies  the  words  spoken  he  must  admit  that  he  spoke  them,  or 
words  of  similar  import.  But  it  is  not  necessary  that  he  admit  the 
speaking  of  the  precise  words;  it  is  sufficient  if  be  admits  their  sub- 
stance or  so  much  of  them  as  will  sustain  an  action.**  A  plea  of 
truth  is  a  deliberate  reassertion  of  the  original  charge,  and  estops  the 
defendant  from  showing  that  it  was  published  by  mistake."**  A  failure 
to  plead  the  truth  of  a  charge  justifles  a  jury  in  dealing  with  the  case 
on  the  theory  that  the  words  spoken  are  untrue.*' 

71.  Effect  of  Failure  to  Establish  Plea  of  Truth.— The  interposition 
in  an  action  for  libel  or  slander  of  a  plea  of  the  truth  of  the  defama- 
tory utterance  and  a  failure  to  establish  the  stune  may,  as  a  rule,  be 
considered  by  the  jury  as  evidence  of  malice  on  the  part  of  thfe  defend- 
ant and  the  damages  may  be  aggravated  by  reason  thereof.**  How- 
ever, in  laying  down  the  general  rule  that  an  unsucceraful  plea  of 
justification  may  be  considered  in  aggravation  of  damages,  many 
courts  attach  thereto  the  qualification  that,  to  be  so  considered,  the 
defense  must  be  interposed  in  bad  faith  for  the  purpose  of  harassing 
or  injuring  the  plaintiff  or  without  any  just  expectation  of  sustaining 
it  by  proof.**  Moreover,  in  a  number  of  jurisdictions,  an  unsuccessful 

6.  Fountain  ▼.  West,  23  la.  9,  92  118  S.  W.  273,  134  A.  a  R.  463,  28 

Am.  Dee.  405.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  551. 

7.  Wertz  v.  Sprecher,  82  Neb.  834,  Note:  91  A,  S.  R.  300. 

118  N.  W.  1071,  17  Ann.  Cas.  758  12.  King  v.  Root,  4  Wend.  (N.  Y.) 

and  note;  Bigley  v.  National  Fidelity,  113,  21- Am.  Deo.  102. 

etc..  Co.,  94  Neb.  813,  144  N.  W.  810,  13.  BrinsBeld  v.  Howeth,  107  Md. 

50  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1040  and  note.  278,  68  Atl.  566,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  583. 

Notes:  91  A.  S.  R.  289;  21  L.R.A.  14.  Dauphing  v.  Bnhne,  153  Cal. 

512.  757,  96  Pac.  880,  126  A.  S.  R.  136; 

8.  State  V.  Burnham,  9  N.  H.  34,  Krulic  v.  Petcoff,  122  Minn.  517,  142 
31  Am.  Dec.  217;  Hutchins  v.  Page,  N.  W.  897,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  1056  and 
75  N.  H.  215,  72  Atl.  689,  31  L.R.A.  note;  Oilman  v.  Lowell,  8  Wend.  (N. 
(N.S.)  132  and  note.  Y.)  573,  24  Am.  Dec.  96. 

9.  See  infra,  par.  208.  Note:  91  A.  S.  R.  302. 

10.  See  infra,  par.  155,  156.  15.  BjTket  v.  Monohon,  7  Blaekf. 

11.  Edwards  v.  Keirl,  133  Ky.  392,  (Ind.)  83,  41  Am.  Dec.  212  and  note; 
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plea  of  truth  cannot  be  considered  in  aggravation  of  damages.^*  The 
withdrawal  of  a  plea  of  justiiication  has  been  held  to  put  &6  plea  out 

of  the  case  for  ell  purposes,  so  that  the  jury  are  not  entitled  to  con- 
sider it  in  aggravation  of  damages.^'  However,  there  is  authority  to 
the  effect  that,  after  the  defendant  has  closed  his  case  offering  no 
evidence  in  support  of  the  plea  of  justification,  it  is  too  late  for  him 
to  withdraw  it,  and  the  plaintiff  has  the  right  to  have  it  considered 
by  the  jury  in  aggravation  of  damages.  A  like  result  has  been  held 
to  follow,  though  the  plea  is  withdrawn  by  the  consent  of  the  court, 
if  it  was  not  withdrawn  until  after  the  plaintiff  has  closed  his  case 
and  the  notice  of  the  plea  of  justification  has  been  read  to  the  jury.^^ 
Taking  a  deposition  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  words  in  question  and 
then  abandoning  the  defense  at  the  trial  has  been  held  to  be  evidence 
of  malice,  but  not  admissible  on  the  question  of  damages.^'  In  an 
action  against  the  editor  of  a  newspS4>er  for  libel,  where  it  appears 
that  he  is  not  personally  liable  because  he  did  not  participate  in  the 
tortious  act,  the  fact  that  he  sets  up  as  a  partial  defense  the  truth  of 
certain  statements  in  the  libel  does  not,  it  has  been  held,  render  him 
liable  as  though  he  had  originally  directed  the  publication.'** 

72.  Retraction  as  a  Defense. — Under  exceptional  circumstances,  the 
retraction  of  a  defamatory  publication  may  be  pleaded  as  a  complete 
defense.  Thus  it  has  been  held  that  where  rianderous  words  are 
retracted  at  the  time  of  the  speaking  of  the  words  or  before  the  separa- 
tion of  the  persons  who  heard  them,  such  retraction  is  a  complete 
defense.^  A  retraction  is  idso  a  defense  when  made  in  pursuance  of 
an  agreement  to  release  the  plaintiff's  right  to  recover,'  although  a 
bare  expression  of  satisfaction  at  an  apology  and  recantation  will  not 
opOTate  to  release  a  right  of  action.'  However,  the  general  rule  in 
actions  for  libel  or  slander  is  that  a  retraction  of  defamatory  language 
is  admissible  in  evidence  only  for  tiie  purp<»e  of  mitigating  the  dam- 
ages recoverable  by  the  defamed  person,  and  is  not  a  bar  to  an  action 
therefor.* 

73.  Statntory  Provisions  as  to  Retraction  and  Form  Thereof. — In 

some  states  it  is  provided  by  statute  that  the  party  injured  by  a  news- 
paper libel  must  give  notice  before  beginning  an  action  in  order  to 


810,  41  A.  8.  B.  863,  21  L.R.A  493.  75  C.  C.  A.  489,  7  Ann.  Cas.  465,  10 

Koto:  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  1059.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  332. 

16.  Klinck  v.  Colby,  46  N.  Y.  427,  1.  Tiahue  v.  Mays,  3  Dana  (Ey.) 
7  Am.  Bep.  360;  SehuU  t.  Hopkins,  138,  28  Am.  Dec  61  and  note. 

26  S.  D.  21, 127  N.  W.  660,  29  L.R.A  Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  85. 

(N.S.)  691.  S.  Miller  t.  Journal  Co.,  246  Ho. 

Note:  Ann.  Cas.  m4D  1062.  722,  152  8.  W.  40,  Ann.  Cas.  1914B 

17.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  1056.  679. 

18.  Kote:  91 A  8.  B.  306.  3.  Tnsca  t.  Haddox,  11  La.  Ann. 

19.  BodweU   t.   Osgood,   3  Pick.  206,  66  Am.  Dee.  198  and  note. 


20.  Folwdl  T.  Miner,  146  Fed.  496, 


(Mass.)  379, 15  Am.  Deo.  228. 


4.  Coffman  t,  Spokane  Chronicle 
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afford  the  publisher  an  opportuni^  to  retract,  and  in  case  of  a  retrao- 
■tion  by  the  latter,  the  aggrieved  party's  recovery  is  limited  to  actual 
damages.*^  As  to  the  form  of  a  retraction,  the  rule  is  that  it  must  be 
of  such  a  nature  and  published  in  such  a  manner  as  to  manifest  an 
honest  intention  to  repair  the  harm  done  to  the  injured  reputation. 
The  reparation  to  the  defamed  person  must  not  be  merely  colorable. 
The  defendant  should  admit  thut  the  charge  was  unfounded,  that  it 
was  made  without  proper  information,  under  an  entire  misappre- 
hension of  the  real  facts,  and  that  he  regrets  that  it  was  published.' 
Where  the  retraction  published  in  a  newspaper  does  not  refer  to  the 
original  article  whidi  it  is  designed  to  retract,  nor  admit,  nor  even 
suggest,  that  the  defendant  ever  published  it,  or  that  he  desires  to  or 
does  retract  it,  or  that  he  ever  had  any  part  in  giving  publication  to 
the  defamatory  statements,  it  is  not  a  fair  and  full  relaraction.  The 
question  whether  the  retraction  in  a  given  case  is  a  full  and  fair  one 
within  the  meaning  of  a  statute  providing  therefor  is  ordinarily  a 
question  of  law  for  the  court,  because  it  involves  the  comparison  and 
construction  of  two  written  instruments,'  although  it  has  been  held 
by  other  authorities  to  be  one  of  fact  for  the  jury.'  It  has  been  held 
that  a  retraction  communicated  to  the  members  of  the  publisher's 
family  is  not  to  be  considered  even  in  mitigation  of  damages,  and 
an  Ecology  communicated  only  to  the  person  slandered  is  of  but 
slight  effect* 


74.  Nature  and  Classification. — privileged  communication  is  one 
containing  matter  which  but  for  the  occasion  on  which  it  is  made 
would  be  defamatory  and  actionable.'"  Privileged  communications 
are  by  some  authorities  divided  into  four  classes:  (1)  those  wherein 

Pub.  Co.,  65  Wash.  1,  117  Pac  596,  7.  Gray  v.  Times  Newspaper  Co.,  74 

Ann.  Cas.  1913B  636.   See  infra,  par.  Minn.  452,  77  N.  W.  204,  73  A.  S.  R. 

209.  363  and  note. 

5.  Comer  v.  Age-Herald  Pub.  Co.,  8.  Lawrence  v.  Herald  Pnb.  Co.,  168 
151  Ala.  613,  44  So.  673,  13  L.R.A.  Mich.  459,  122  N.  W.  1084,  25  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  525  and  note;  Fitzpatrick  v.  (N.S.)  796  and  note. 

Age-Herald  Pub.  Co.,  184  Ala.  510,  63  9.  Williams  t.  MeManiu,  38  La. 

So.  980,  51  L.B.A.  401;  Osbom  v.  Ann.  161,  58  Am.  Rep.  17L 

Leach,  135  K.  C.  628,  47  S.  E.  811,  Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  85. 

66  L.R.A.  648.  As  to  the  effect  of  a  10.  Abraham  v.  Baldwin,  62  Fla.  151, 

failure  to  give  such  notice,  see  infra,  42  So.  591,  10  Ann.  Cas.  1148,  10 

par.  144.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1051;  CaldweU  v.  "Story, 

6.  Orband  v.  Kalamazoo  TeL  Co.,  107  Ky.  107,  52  S.  W.  850,  45  L.B.A. 
170  Mich.  387,  136  N.  W.  380,  Ann.  735;  Fresh  v.  Cntter,  73  Md.  87,  20 


VII.  PBmLBQED  Communications 


In  General 


Cas.  1914A  1124. 
Note:  16  Ann.  Cas.  85. 


Atl.  774,  25  A.  S.  R.  575,  10  L.B.A. 
67;  Bradley  v.  Heath,  12  Pick.  (Mass.) 
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iht  author  or  publifiher  of  the  alleged  slander  acted  iii  the  bona  fide 
discbarge  of  a  public  or  private  duty,  legal  or  moral,  or  in  the  prose- 
cution of  his  own  rights  or  interests;  (2)  anything  said  or  written 
by  a  master  in  giving  the  character  of  a  servant  who  has  been  in  his 
employment;  (3)  words  used  in  the  course  of  a  legal  or  judicial  pro- 
ceeding; (4)  publications  duly  made  in  the  ordinary  mode  of  parlia- 
mentary proceedings.^^  However,  the  general  custom  at  the  present 
day  is  to  divide  privileged  communications  into  but  two  classes,  the 
absolutely  privileged  and  the  conditionally  or  qualifiedly  privileged. 

75.  Who  Determines  Question  of  Privilege. — ^Tbe  question  whether 
or  not  a  communication  is  privileged  is  primarily  a  question  of  law 
for  the  court  where  the  facte  and  circumstances  surrounding  the  pub- 
lication are  not  disputed  by  the  parties.**  But  where  the  facts  do  not 
clearly  .t^pear,  or  are  not  oonceded,  the  question  whether  the  com- 
munication is  privileged  becomes  a  question  of  mixed  law  and  fact, 
and  the  court  should  instruct  the  jury  as  to  what  conditions  are  neces- 
sary to  render  the  communication  privileged,  and  then  submit  the 
case  to  them  to  determine  from  the  disputed  facts  whether  the  com- 
munication was  made  under  such  circumstances  as  to  bring  it  within 
the  class  of  privileged  communications.^*  Moreover,  even.if  the  court 
decides  that  a  libelous  communication  or  a  slanderous  statement  was 
made  on  a  privileged  occasion,  there  still  remains  to  be  determined 
in  the  case  of  those  communications  only  qualifiedly  privileged  the 


163,  22  Am.  Deo.  41$;  Trebby  v.  Trans-  Jouab  t.  Forehand,  89  Gs.  620,  16  S. 

cript  Pub.  Co.,  74  Minn.  84,  76  N.  W.  E.  262,  32  A.  S.  E.  81;  Jellison  v. 

961,  73  A.  8.  R.  330  and  note;  Holt  Goodwin,  43  Me.  287,  69  Am.  Dec.  62 

V.  Parsons,  23  Tez.  9,  76  Am.  Dec.  and  note;  Callahan  v.  ^gnun,  122  Mo. 

49  and  note.  355,  26  8.  W.  1020,  43  A.  8.  R.  583; 

Note:  48  L.R.A.(N.8.)  617.  Sullivan    v.  Strathan-Hutton-Evans 

11.  Stallings  v.  Newman,  26  Ala.  Commission  Co.,  152  Mo.  268,  53  S. 
300,  62  Am.  Dec.  723;  Williams  Print-  W.  912,  47  L.R.A.  859;  Holmes  v. 
ing  Co.  V.  Saunders,  113  Va.  156,  73  Royal  Fraternal  Union,  222  Mo.  556, 
8.  E.  472,  Ann.  Cas.  1913E  693.  121  S.  W.  100,  26  L.RJL(N.S.)  1080; 

12.  Coogler  v.  Rhodes,  38  Fla.  240,  Byam  v.  CoUina,  111  N.  Y.  143,  19  N. 
21  So.  109,  56  A.  S.  R.  170-,  AtlanU  E,  75,  7  A.  8.  R.  726  and  note,  2 
News  Pnb.  Co.  v.  Medlock,  123  Oa.  L.R.A.  129;  Hank  v.  Brundage,  68 
714,  51  8.  B.  756,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  Ohio  St.  89,  67  N.  E.  152,  62  L.R.A. 
1139.   See  infra,  par.  76,  88.  477;  Jackson  v.  Pittsburgh  Times,  152 

13.  Bohlinger  v.  Germania  life  Ins.  Pa.  St.  406,  25  Atl.  613,  34  A.  S.  R. 
Co.,  100  Ark.  477, 140  S.  W.  257,  Ann.  659  and  note;  Cotulla  v.  Kerr,  74  Tex. 
Cas.  1913C  613,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  449;  89,  11  S.  W.  1058,  16  A.  S.  R.  819; 
Carpenter  v.  Ashley,  148  Cal.  422,  83  Byrne  v.  Funk,  38  Wash.  506,  80  Pac. 
Pac.  444,  7  Ann.  Cas.  601;  Dauphiny  772,  3  Ann.  Cas.  647;  Rude  v.  Nass, 
V.  Buhne,  153  Cal.  767,  96  Pac.  880,  79  Wis.  321,  48  N.  W.  555,  24  A.  S.  R. 
126  A.  S.  R.  136;  Hassett  v.  Carroll,  717;  Arnold  v.  Ingram,  151  Wis.  438,  ■ 
85  Conn.  23,  81  Atl.  1013,  Anrf  Cas.  138  N.  W.  Ill,  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  976. 
1913A  333;  Abraham  v.  Baldwin,  52  14.  Ross  v.  Ward,  14*^.  D.  240,  85 
FU.  151,  42  So.  591,  10  Ann.  Cas.  N.  W.  182,  86  A.  S.  b7746  and  note. 
U4S  and  note.  10  Lil.A.(N.8.)  1051; 
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question  whetHer  such  communication  or  statement  was  made  in  good 
faith,  under  an  honest  belief  as  to  its  truth,  and  without  actual 
malice;  and  if  the  court  decides  that  a  libelous  communication  was 
privileged,  the  question  whether  there  was  actual  malice  is  for  the 
jury  to  determine,  either  from  direct  proof  or  as  an  inference  from 
other  proof  or  from  the  libel  itself.  In  other  words,  the  use  which 
the  defendant  has  made  of  his  privilege,  that  is,  whether  he  has  acted 
maliciously  or  not,  is  a  question  for  t^e  jury  to  decide.^* 

Absolute  Privilege 

76.  In  General. — ^An  absolutely  privileged  communication  is  one  in 
respect  to  which,  by  reason  of  the  occa^on  on  which  it  is  made,  no 
remedy  can  be  had  in  a  civil  action.*'  The  class  of  absolutely  privi- 
leged communications  is  narrow,  and  is  practically  limited  lo  legis- 
lative and  judicial  proceedings  and  other  acts  of  state.**  Where  there 
exists  an  absolute  privilege,  proof  even  of  actual  malice  will  not 
support  an  action  for  libel  or  slander,**  absolute  privilege  being  in 
all  cases  a  complete  defense  which  cannot  be  rebutted  or  ^overcome 
by  evidence  that  the  publication  was  false  and  malicious.*® 

77.  Statements  in  Connection  with  Legislative  Proceedings. — 
Communications  in  the  course  of  duty  in  legislative  proceedings  have 
repeatedly  been  held  absolutely  privileged.*  The  freedom  of  deliber- 
ation, speech  and  debate  generally  assured  by  the  constitution  to  eadi 
branch  of  the  legislature  is  particularly  the  privilege  of  the  individual 
members  rather  than  of  the  house  as  an  organized  body;  and  being 
derived  from  the  will  of  the  people,  the  members  are  entitled  to  this 
privilege,  even  against  the  will  of  the  house.  Moreover,  it  has  been 
held  that  this  constitutional  guaranty  should  be  construed  liberally, 
so  that  its  full  design  may  be  answered,  extending  it  to  every  act 
resulting  from  the  nature  of  the  member's  office,  and  done  in  the 

15.  See  infra,  par.  88.  Note:  104  A.  S.  R.  113. 

16.  Hassett  v.  Carroll,  85  Conn.  23,  19.  Dawkina  v.  Rokely,  L.  R.  7  H. 
81  Atl.  1013,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  333;  L.  744,  45  L.  J.  Q.  B.  8,  33  L.  T.  N.  S. 
Briee  v.  Curtis,  38  App.  Cas.  (D.  C.)  196,  23  W.  E.  931,  9  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas. 
304,  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  1070,  38  L.R.A.  39  and  note. 

(N.S.)  69;  Abraham  v.  Baldwin,  52  20.  Runge  v.  Praoklin,  72  Tex.  585, 

Pla.  151,  42  So.  591,  10  Ann.  Cas.  10  S.  W.  721,  13  A.  S.  R.  833,  3 

1148,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1051;  PiBsh  v.  L.R.A.  417. 

Cutter,  73  Md.  87,  20  Atl.  774,  25  A.  1.  Gardemal  v.  McWilliams,  43  I.a. 

S.  R.  575  and  note,  10  L.R.A.  67.  Ann.  454,  9  So.  106,  26  A.  S.  R.  19r> 

Notes:  104  A.  S.  R.  117;  10  Ann.  and  note;  Peterson  v.  Steenerson,  113 

Cas.  1153.  Minn.  87,  129  N.  W.  147,  31  L.R.A. 

17.  Coolev  V.  Galyon,  109  Tenn.  1,  (N.S.)  674;  Runge  v.  Franklin,  72 
70  S.  W.  607,  97  A.  S.  R.  823  and  Tex.  585,  10  S.  W.  721,  13  A.  S.  R. 
note,  60  L.R.A.  139.  833,  3  L.R.A.  417. 

18.  Hassett  v.  Carroll,  85  Conn.  23,  Notes:  Ann.  Cas.  1016B  1065  :  0 
81  AtL  1013,  Ann.  Cai.  1913A  333.  Eng.  Kul.  Cas.  60. 
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execution  of  it,  and  exempting  him  from  liability  for  everything 
said  or  done  by  bim  as  a  member  of  the  legislature,  whether  according 
to  the  rules  of  the  house  or  not  Hence,  such  member  is  not  liable 
for  words  uttered  in  the  execution  of  his  official  duty,  even  when  he 
has  apoken  maliciously.'  However,  in  some  jurisdictions  certain 
limitations  to  the  absolute  character  of  the  privilege  attaching  in  the 
case  of  legislative  proceedings  have  been  recognized.  Thus,  it  has 
been  held  not  enough  that  the  slanderous  words  complained  of  were 
uttered  in  a  legislative  hall,  but  that  further  reference  must  be  had 
to  the  circumstances  and  to  the  occasion  of  the  particular  occun'ence 
before  the  question  can  be  determined,  and  that  even  a  member  of 
the  l^islatuie  cannot  take  advantage  of  his  official  position  to  give 
expression  to  private  slanders  against  others.'  In  accordance  with 
this  principle,  it  has  been  held  that  a  member  of  a  city  council,  during 
a  session  thereof,  is  not  privileged  to  call  another  city  officer  a  *'thief," 
although  the  term  is  intended  to  apply  to  his  official  conduct,  if  there 
is  no  inquiry  pending  or  proposed  as  to  such  conduct.*  Moreover, 
there  are  decisions  which  hold  that  where  the  privilege  attaching  to 
legislative  proceedings  is  abused  for  malicious  purposes,  such  mis- 
conduct is  actionable.*  The  privilege  of  witnesses  appearing  before 
legislative  committees  to  testify  as  to  matters  within  the  junsdiction 
of  such  committees  is  the  same  as  that  of  witnesses  in  proceedings 
before  a  court  of  justice,  namely,  that  the  words  spoken  are  absolutely 
privileged,  if  pertinent  to  the  matter  under  investigation,  even  thougli 
uttered  malicioiisly.*  Moreover,  it  has  been  held  that,  in  the  absence 
of  anything  showing  malice,  one  is  not  guilty  of  Ubel  who  sends  to 
the  Federal  Department  of  Justice  for  use  before  a  Senate  committee 
an  affidavit  containing  crimiiiatory  matter  against  one  who  has  pre- 
ferred charges  against  the  qualifications  and  fitness  of  another  for 
office,  although  the  testimony  therein  contained  is  not  pertinent  to 
the  subject  of  inquiry  before  the  committee.'  However,  it  seems  that 
only  a  conditional  privily  attaches  to  the  statements  of  persons  who 
appeat  without  being  served  with  a  subpoena  before  a  legislative  or 
quasi  legislative  committee  or  council.*  Proceedings  before  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  of  a  board  of  aldermen  engaged  in'  investigating 
certain  charges  have  been  held  to  be  neither  judici^  nor  quasi  judicial 

2.  Coffin  V.  Coffin,  4  Maaa.  1,  3  Am.  591,  78  N.  E.  394,  6  Ann.  Cas.  802 
Dec.  189.  and  note. 

3.  McGaw  V.  Hamilton,  184  Pa.  St.     Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916B  1114. 


4.  Callahan  v.  Ingram,  122  Mo.  355,  128  Pac  126,  Ann.  Cas.  1916B  1110 
;  S.  W.  1020,  43  A.  S.  R.  683,  and  note,  43  L.E.A.{N.S.)  323  and 

5.  Com.  T.  Blanding,  3  Pick.  (Mass.)  note. 

»4,  15  Am.  Dee.  214.  8.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916B  1114. 

6.  Sheppard  v.  Bryant,  191  Mass. 


108,  39  At!.  4,  63  A.  S.  B.  786. 
Note:  104  A.  S.  E.  120. 


See  infra,  par.  87. 
7.  Tuoby  V.  Halsell,  35  Okla.  61, 
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90  as  to  confer  an  absolute  privilege  on  witnesses  before  it,  where  the 
city  charter  empowered  it  to  issue  aubpcenaa  for  and  administer  oaths 
to  witne^es,  but  neither  authorized  tiie  issuance  of  capias  nor  com- 
mitment for  refusal  to  testify 

78.  Statements  of  Executive  or  Other  Public  Officers.— The  head 
of  an  executive  department  of  the  government  cannot  be  held  liable 
to  a  civil  suit  for  damages  on  account  of  official  communications 
made  by  htm  pursuant  to  an  act  of  Congress  and  in  respect  of  matters 
within  his  authority,  even  though  a  personal  or  even  malicious  motive 
may  have  prompted  his  action.'*  Thus,  a  report  by  the  proper  official 
of  the  United  States  War  Department  to  the  Secretary  of  War  as  to 
the  merits  of  a  cl^m  for  a  medal  of  honor  for  services  of  a  soldier 
in  an  action  which  has  been  referred  to  him  for  investigation,  which 
report  contains  nothing  that  does  not  relate  to,  or  reflect  on,  the 
character  of  the  claimant  and  the  foundation  of  his  claim,  has  been 
held  absolutely  privileged,  notwithstanding  the  motive  which  may 
have  actuated  the  maker,  or  the  mistakes  of  fact  which  it  may  con- 
tain." In  England,  it  has  been  held  that  a  military  officer  giving 
evi^nce  before  a  military  eourt  of  inquiry  which  has  no  power  to 
administer  an  oath  is  entiUed  to  the  same  protection  as  is  enjoyed  by 
a  witness  on  oath  in  an  ordinary  judicial  proceeding.'*  But  ^is  com- 
plete protection  from  liability  has  not  been  extended  by  the  English 
courts  to  persons  not  of  the  military  profession,  and  it  would  seem 
that  many  executive  officers  of  the  English  government,  such  as 
members  of  the  general  council  of  medical  education,  inspectors 
general  of  customs,  committees  of  city  councils  and  the  like  enjoy, 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  only  a  ^qualified  privilege." 

79.  Statements  Vl  Inferior  Cheers  and  Uembers  of  Boards. — Many 
courts  have  refused  to  recognize  the  doctrine  of  absolute  privilege  as 
applied  to  executive  or  other  pubhc  cheers  of  an  inferior  character.** 
For  example,  an  indorsement  by  the  superintendent  of  the  United 
States  Naval  Academy  of  his  opinion  thereof  on  the  resignation  of 
an  instructor  stating  why  he  thought  such  resignation  should  be 
accepted  has  ))een  held  only  presumptively  and  not  absolutely  a  privi- 
leged communication,  even  though  the  superintendent  is  required  by 
law  to  make  such  indorsement'*   Also,  although  there  is  authority 

9.  Blakeslee  v.  CarroU,  64  Conn.  L.  744,  45  L.  J.  Q.  B.  8,  33  L.  T.  N. 
223,  29  Atl.  473,  25  L.R.A.  106.         S.  196,  23  W.  B.  931,  9  Eng.  RnL  Cas. 

10.  Spalding  v.  Vilas,  161  U.  S.  483,  39  and  note. 

16  S.  Ct.  631,  40  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  780.        13.  Note:  S  L.R.A,(N.8.)  167. 

11.  De  Arnaud  v.  Ainsworth,  24  14.  Notea:  104  A.  S.  R.  121;  6 
App.Caa.(D.  C.)167,SLJLA.(N.S.)  L.B.A.(N.8.)  164. 

163.  16.  Maurice  v.  Worden,  64  Md.  233, 

IS.  Dawkins  v.  Bokeby,  L.  B.  7  H.  39  Am.  Bep.  384. 
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to  the  effect  that  a  resolution'of  a  city  council  is  absolutely  priviUged,** 
it  has  been  held  that  an  axtaoded  preaiul^e,  affixed  to  an  order  of  a 
board  of  Imlth  and  imputing  professional  misconduct  to  local  phy- 
sicians, is  not  privileged  but  libelous  per  se,  the  preamble  being  deemed 
to  be  not  essential  nor  even  important.*'  As  respecto  members  of 
school  boards,  it  has  been  held  that  ihey  cannot  be  protected  in  the 
use  of  libelous  language  or  charges  under  a  mere  pretext  of  discharg- 
ing official  duties,  but  as  long  as  their  actions  are  clearly  within  the 
purview  of  the  law  and  such  as  they  have  an  unquestionable  right  to 
perform,  and  they  use  lawful  means  in  the  performance  of  the  act, 
they  cannot  be  held  liable  in  m  action  for  libel,  even  though  it  be 
charged  that  they  performed  the  act  in  pursuance  of  a  con^iracy 
among  their  membjers  or  through  a  malicious  motive.  But  other 
courts  have  intimated  that  the  privily  of  members  of  a  school  board 
is  but  a  qualified  privilege  and  that  proof  of  malice  in  the  discharge 
of  their  official  duties  renders  them  liable  for  defamation.'*  Though 
a  notary  public  is  an  officer,**  it  has  been  held  that  a  premature  pro- 
test of  a  negotiable  instrument  by  a  notary  public  is  unauthorized, 
and  its  publication  a  libel,  for  which  the  notary  is  liable  in  an  action 
by  an  injured  party,  who  alleges  that  the  protest  and  its. publication 
were  falsely,  fraudulently,  and  maliciously  made,  and  calculated  to 
injure  him  in  his  credit  and  business.*  But  the  language  which  a 
notary  usually  employs  in  protesting  a  note  has  been  held  not  libelous 
per  se,  especially  when  it  appears  therefrom  that  the  note  was  pro- 
tested before  it  had  fully  matured.  Moreover,  the  right  of  action  in 
such  cases  has  been  limited  to  nominal  damages  only,  when  no  special 
damage  is  alleged.* 

80,  Judicial  Proceedings.— The  rule  is  well  settled  in  England 
that  judges,  counsel,  parties  and  witnesses  are  absolutely  exempted 
from  liability  in  libel  or  slander  for  words,  otherwise  defamatory, 
published  in  the  course  of  judicial  proceedings.*  The  same  doctrine 
is  generally  adhered  to  in  the  various  juiisdictions  throughout  the 
United  States,  subject  to  the  qualiiicatioa,  as  to  parties,  counsel  and 
witnesses,  that  in  order  to  be  privileged,  their  statements  must  be 

16.  Waehsmath  t.  Merrliants'  Nat  Finley  v.  Steele,  159  Uo.  299,  60  8. 
Bank,  96  Hieh.  426,  56  N.  W.  9,  21  W.  108,  52  LJt.A.  852. 

L.B.A.  2rB.  20.  See  Notart  Pusua 

17.  Hank  t.  Bnmdage,  68  Ohio  St.  1.  May  v.  Jones,  88  Oa.  308,  14  S. 
89,  67  N.  £.  162,  62  UB.A.  477.  E.  552,  30  A.  S.  R.  154  and  note,  15 

18.  Barton  v.  Bogera,  21  Idaho  609,  L.B.A.  637  and  note. 

123  Pae.  478,  Ann.  Cas.  1013E  192  2.  Hirshfleld  v.  Ft.  Worth  Nat.  Bank, 
and  note,  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  681.  83  Tex,  452,  18  S.  W.  743,  29  A.  S.  B. 

19.  Nalle  v.  Oyster,  230  U.  S.  165,  (i60,  15  L.R.A.  639. 

33  S.  Gt  1043,  67  U.  8.  (L  ed.)  1439;     3.  Note:  123  A.  S.  R.  632. 
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pertinent  or  relevant  to  the  case.*  AnotBer  limitation  that  has  been 
recognized  by  aome  American  courts  is  that  if  the  proceedings  in 
question  were  instituted  for  malicious  purposes  and  defamatory 
charges  are  contained  therein,  or  if  defamatory  uttercinces  are  made 
in  the  course  of  the  proceedings,  an  action  for  libel  or  slander  will 
lie  on  proof  of  actual  malice,*  particularly  if  both  malice  and  irrele- 
vancy are  present.*  On  this  point,  however,  a  considerable  conllict 
of  authority  exists.'  As  to  the  effect  of  the  relevancy  of  the  words 
complained  of,  the  rule  according  to  many  authorities  appears  to  be 
that  the  mere  relevancy  of  a  slander  or  libel  does  not  nece.«sarily 
entitle  the  guilty  party  to  immunity,  but  that  it  merely  raises  a  pre- 
sumption in  his  favor,  which  the  defamed  person  may.  overcome  by 
showing  that  the  defamatory  words  were  not  uttered  in  good  faith, 
but  maliciously,  without  a  belief  in  their  truth,  or  at  least  without 
a  probable  cause  for  such  belief.* 

81.  Privilege  of  Judges  and  Jurors. — It  appears  to  be  unanimously 
agreed,  both  in  England  and  in  the  United  States,  Uiat  no  action  lies 
for  slanderous  words  spoken  by  a  judge  in  the  course  of  a  judicial 
proceeding  over  which  he  is  presiding,  such  words  being  aWlutely 
privileged.  .  The  following  officers  have  been  held  to  be  included  within 
the  term  "judge,"  for  the  purpose  of  enjoying  this  protection  when 
in  the  dischai^e  of  judicial  duties:  magistrates,  justices  of  the  peace 
and  judges  in  other  courts  of  inferior  and  superior  jurisdiction,  equity 
judges,  coroners,  members  of  courts  martial,  and  receivers  in  making 
reports  to  the  court  {^pointing  them.'  As  respects  jurors,  since  they 
are  under  a  legal  duty  to  act  in  that  capacity,  and  are  moreover 
deemed  to  be  a  part  or  a  branch  of  the  court  they  come  witliin  the 
absolute  rule  of  impunity  and  are  consequently  exempted  from  re- 
sponsibility by  civil  action  for  tlie  manner  in  which  those  duties  are 
performed  or  even  for  the  motives  which  influence  their  conduct *• 
As  respects  the  reports  of  special  grand  juries,  however,  it  has  been 
held  that  defamatory  statements  beyond  the  power  of  such  bodies  are 
not  privileged." 

4.  Hardin  t.  Gumstoek,  2  A.  K.  8.  Note:  123  A.  S.  R.  635. 

Mnrsh.  (Ky.)  480,  12  Am.  Dee.  427  9.  Hongbton    v.    Humphries,  85 

and  note.  Wash.  50,  147  Pac.  641,  L.R.A.1915E 

Notes:  104  A.  S.  R.  119;  123  A.  S.  1051  and  note;   Law  v.  Llewellyn, 

R.  633.  [1906]  1  K.  B.  (Eng.)  487,  4  Ann, 

6.  Cooper  v.  Armour,  42  Fed.  215,  Cas.  431  and  note. 

8  L.R.A.  47;  Com.  v.  Blanding,  3  Note:  123  A.  S.  R.  650. 

Pit'k.  (Mass.)  304,  15  Am.  Dec.  214;  10.  Notes:  123  A.  S.  B.  650;  LJLA. 

Kuohs  V.  Backer,  6  Heisk,  (Tenn.)  1915E  1055. 

395.  19  Am.  Rep.  598.  11.  Poston  v.  Washington,  etc.,  R. 

6.  Lawson  v.  Hicks,  38  Ala.  279,  81  Co.,  36  App.  Cas.  (D.  C.)  359,  32 
Am.  Dec.  49.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  785  and  note. 

7.  Note:  123  A.  S.  B.  641. 
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82.  What  Constitutes  Judicial  Proceedings. — ^As  to  what  constitutea 
a  judicial  proceeding  within  the  rule  of  privilege,  considerable  con- 
tention has  arisen.  According  to  some  authorities,  it  is  necessary, 
in  all  cases,  that  the  court  have  jurisdiction  of  the  controversy  to 
entitle  the  persons  taking  part  in  such  proceedings  to  the  protection 
in  question.^'  As  to  the  time  when  a  litigation  may  be  deemed  to 
have  commenced  for  this  purpose,  it  has  been  held  that  where  a 
bill  has  been  presented  to  a  court,  which  has  acted  on  it  so  far  as  to 
make  an  order  that  the  defendants  appear  and  show  cause  why  they 
should  not  be  enjoined,  the  proceeding  becomes  judicial  and  the  sub- 
ject of  the  privilege,  though  the  case  has  not  been  finished.^*  But 
the  publication  of  libelous  matter  is  not  privileged  merely  because 
the  acts  on  which  the  charge  is  founded  may  become  the  subject 
of  legal  proceedings.'*  For  example,  although  the  filing  of  a  lien 
may  result  in  the  institution  of  legal  proceedings,  the  malicious  filing 
by  a  subcontractor  of  a  mechanic's  lien  without  authority  of  law  and 
with  intent  to  injure  the  business  of  the  contractor  has  been  held 
libelous  where  it  results  in  damage  by  loss  of  credit  or  customers.** 
A  proceeding  before  a  committee  of  aldermen  wherein  testimony  was 
taken  under  oath  has  been  held  to  be  neither  a  judicial  nor  a  quasi 
judicial  proceeding  within  the  rule  of  absolute  privilege  attaching  to 
judicial  proceedings.**  Also,  where  a  person  not  a  member  of  a 
secret  organization  makes  an  affidavit  before  a  justice  of  the  peace 
for  use  in  a  trial  before  such  organization,  the  publication  of  such 
affidavit  is  not  privileged.^^  It  been  held,  however,  that  defama- 
tory words  spoken  in  the  course  of  proceedings  for  the  disbarment 
of  attorneys,**  or  in  proceedings  before  military  tribunals,  or  before 
the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  or  in  extradition  proceedings 
before  a  governor,  though  such  proceedings  are  but  quasi  judicial  in 
character,  fall  within  the  protection  attached  to  utterances  in  the 
course  of  ordinary  judicial  proceedings.'* 

83.  Pleadings  in  Judicial  Proceedings. — ^The  rule  is  well  settled  in 
England  that  statements  made  by  a  party  in  his  pleadings  in  judicial 
proceedings  su-e  absolutely  privileged  and  can  in  no  case  give  rise 
to  an  action  for  defamation.**  The  prevailing  rule  in  the  United 
States  is  that  such  statements  are  privileged  when  pertinent  and  rele- 

12.  Note:  123  A.  8.  R.  642.  Am.  Rep.  163. 

15.  Kimball  v.  Post  Pub.  Co.,  199  18.  Note:  Ann.  Gaa.  1913A  377. 
Mass.  248,  85  N.  E.  103,  127  A.  S.  R.  Compare  Cowley  v.  Palsifee,  137  Mass. 
492,  19  LJl.A.(N.S.)  862.  392, 50  Am.  Rep.  318,  wheran  the  pnb- 

14.  Osbom  T.  Leach,  155  K.  C.  628,  lieation  of  a  petition  for  the  plamtiff's 

47  S.  E.  811, 66  L.R.A.  648.  disbaiment  was  held  libelous,  where  the 

16.  Moore  t.  Rolin,  B9  Va.  107,  15  petition  had  been  filed  in  vacation  and 
8.  E.  520,  16  Ij.R.A.  6^  and  note.  had  not  been  presmted  or  doaketed. 

16.  Blakeslee  t.  Carroll,  64  Cons.  19.  Note:  123  A.  8.  R.  646. 
223,  29  Atl.  473,  25  L.R.A.  106.  20.  Note:  12  Ann.  Cas.  1025. 

17.  Nix  T.  Caldwell,  81  Ky.  293,  50 
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vant  to  the  subject  ander  inquiry  *  regardl^  of  malice,*  although 
there  are  some  authorities  to  die  effect  that  such  statements  are  al«o- 
lutely  privileged  reg^rdlea  of  malice  or  relevancy.*  On  the  other 
hand  tiiere  is  authority  to  tiie  effect  that  defamatory  statements  in 
the  pleadings,  to  be  privileged,  must  be  not  only  relevant  but  they 
must  be  uttered  without  express  malice.*  Where  a  statement  is  privi- 
leged if  relevant,  it  has  been  held  actionable  when  irrelevant  only 
on  proof  of  malice  and  want  of  reasonable  cause  to  believe  it  relevant.* 
The  question  of  the  relevancy  or  pertinency  of  matters  contained  in 
the  pleadings,  when  in  issue,  is  never  left  to  the  jury  but  is  a  ques- 
tion of  law  for  the  court.'  As  to  the  degree  of  relevancy  or  perti- 
nency necessary  to  make  alleged  defamatory  matter  privileged  the 
courts  tttvor  a  liberal  rule.  The  matter  to  whi(^  the  privilege  does 
not  extend  must  be  so  palpably  wanting  in  relation  to  the  subject 
matter  of  the  controversy  that  no  reasonable  man  can  doubt  its  irrel- 
evancy and  impropriety.  In  order  that  matter  alleged  in  a  plead- 
ing may  be  privileged,  it  need  not  be  in  every  case  material  to  the 
issues  presented  by  the  pleadings.  It  must,  however,  be  legitimately 
related  thereto,  or  so  pertinent  to  the  subject  of  the  controversy  that 
it  may  become  the  subject  of  inquiry  in  the  course  of  the  trial.' 
The  fact  that  the  person  alleged  to  have  been  defamed  in  the  plead- 
ings is  not  a  party  to  the  proceedings  has  been  held  not  to  detract 
from  the  privileged  character  of  the  publication.^  The  theory  of 
privilege  in  this  connection  has  been  defended  on  the  ground  that 

1.  Notes:  3L.R.A.  417;  12  Ann.  Cas.  4.  Hardin  t.  Cumstoek,  2  A.  K. 
1026.  Marsh.  (Ky.)  480,  12  Am.  Dec  427 

2.  Gardemal  t.  Mo  Williams,  43  La.  (dictum)  and  note;  Shra-wood  v.  Pow- 
Ann.  454,  9  So.  106,  26  A.  S.  R.  195  ell,  61  Minn.  479,  63  N.  W.  1103,  52 
and  note;  Gilbert  t.  People,  1  Denio  A.  S.  R.  614  and  note,  29  L.R.A.  153; 
(N.  Y.)  41,  43  Am.  Dec.  646  and  note;  Lanning  v.  Christy,  30  Ohio  St  115, 
Kemper  v.  Fort,  219  Pa.  St.  85,  67  27  Am,  Rep.  431. 

AtL  991,  123  A.  S.  R.  623,  12  Ann.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1&13D  445. 

Cas.  1022  and  note,  13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  6.  Lawson  t.  Hicks,  38  Ala.  279,  81 

820  and  note.  Am.  Dec.  49  and  note. 

3.  Abbott  V.  Tacoma  Bank  of  Com-  6.  Crockett  t.  McLanaban,  109  Tens, 
merce,  175  U.  S.  409,  20  S.  Ct.  153,  517,  72  S.  W.  950,  .61  L.B.A.  914. 
44  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  217;  BaU  v.  Rawles,  7.  Note:  12  Ann.  Cas.  1027. 

03  Cal.  222,  28  Pac.  937,  27  A.  S.  R.  8.  Jonee  v.  Brownlee,  161  Mo.  258, 
174  (complaint  chai^^g  commission  of  61  S.  W.  795,  53  L.R.A.  445,  wherein 
crime) ;  Oqsewich  v.  Do  ran,  161  Cal.  plaintiff  was  altered  to  have  committed 
511,  119  Pac  656,  Ann.  Cas.  1913D  adultery  with  the  plaintiff  in  a  divorc« 
442  and  note;  Randall  t.  Hamilton,  45  proceeding,  in  the  defendant's  cross- 
La.  Ann.  1184,  14  So.  73,  22  L.R.A.  bill);  Ruohs  t.  Backer,  6  Heisk. 
049  and  note;  Runge  v.  Franklin,  72  (Tenn.)  396,  19  Am.  Rep.  598;  Croek- 
Tex.  585,  10  S.  W.  721,  13  A.  S.  E.  ett  v.  HeLanahan,  109  Tenn.  517,  72 
H33  and  note,  3  L.R.A.  417  and  note.  S.  W.  050,  61  LJt.A.  91^ 

Notes:  13  L.R.A.(N.S.}  820;  12  Ann. 
Cas.  1026. 
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the  pleadings  are  addressed  to  the  court  alone  and  to  no  other  read- 
ers.* 

84.  Various  Steps  in  Judicial  Proceedings. — The  privilege  attach- 
ing to  the  pleadings  in  actions  includes  not  merely  the  petition,  com- 
plaint, declaration  at  law  or  hill  in  equity,  but  also  the  subsequent 
pleadings  such  as  the  answer  in  civil  actions.'*  Charges  of  crime, 
whether  oral  or  written,  if  made  for  the  purpose  of  instituting  or 
aiding  a  criminal  prosecution  are  privileged,  whether  made  to  the 
pioseouting  attorney,  the  grand  jury,  or  to  a  oourt  or  judicial  officer 
having  jurisdiction  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  tihe  charges  and  to 
punish  the  accused  if  found  guilty,  or  to  require  him  to  appear  before 
some  other  officer  or  tribunal  for  trial,^'  as,  for  example,  words  uttered 
in  an  affidavit  for  a  search  warrant,'*  words  spoken  before  a  magis- 
trate by  one  who  has  caused  an  arrest  for  crime,"  statements  and 
commimications  made  to  a  grand  jury,  which  result  in  the  indict- 
ment for  crime  of  the  person  concerning  whom  th^y  are  made,  state- 
ments made  to  a  district  attorney  and  his  assistants  in  their  official 
capacity  for  the  purpose  of  ori^nating  or  forwarding  a  judicial  pro- 
ceeding for  bringing  an  o£Fender  to  justice,'*  and  petitions  to  police 
magistrates  charging  misconduct  on  the  part  of  certain  individuals." 
It  has,  however,  been  held  that  an  unsworn  letter  to  a  justice  of  the 
peace  concerning  the  commission  of  a  crime  and  urging  an  investiga- 
tion, which  does  not  state  facts  hut  merely  states  rumors  which  the 
informant  might  easily  have  ascertained  to  be  untrue,  is  not  privi- 
leged if  written  maliciously.'*  The  doctrine  of  privilege  has  been 
held  to  protect  affidavits  made  for  various  purposes  in  judicial  pro- 
ceedings," as,  for  example,  an  affidavit  in  support  of  a  motion  for 
a  new  trial,'*  or  in  defense  of  a  proceeding  to  charge  an  executor 
personally  for  improper  charges  in  connection  with  the  estate,'*  or 
for  the  arrest  of  another.**    In  innumerable  other  instances,  the 

9.  Park  t.  Detroit  Free  Press  Co.,  4  S.  Ct.  1%  28  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  158; 
72  Mich.  660,  40  N.  W.  731,  16  A.  8.  Sehnlts  v.  StransB,  127  Wis.  326,  106 
B.  544,  1  L.B.A.  590.  N.  W.  1066,  7  Ann.  Cas.  528  and  note. 

10.  LanninsT  v.  Christy,  30  Ohio  St  16.  Flynn  v.  Bo^Iarsky,  164  Mich. 
115,  27  Am.  B«p.  431.  513,  120  N.  W.  674,  32  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

Note:  123  A.  S.  R.  644.  740  and  note. 

11.  Hartsoek  v.  Beddick,  6  Blmekf.  16.  MUler  t.  Nuckolls,  77  Ark.  64, 
(Ind.)  255,  38  Am.  Dee.  141  and  note;  91  S.  W.  759, 113  A.  S.  R.  122,  7  Ann. 
Bunton  v.  Worley,  4  Bibb  (Ky.)  38,  Gas.  110,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  149  and  note. 
7  Am.  Dec.  735;  Flynn  v.  Boglarsky,  17.  Notes:  104  A.  S.  R.  124;  123 
164  Mich.  513,  129  N.  W.  674,  32  A.  S.  R.  645;  4  British  Rul.  Cas.  969. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  740  and  note.  18.  Eeeley  v.  Great  Northern  R.  Co., 

Note:  123  A.  S.  B.  645.  156  Wis.  Ml,  146  N.  W..  664,  LJt,A. 

12.  Yansse  v.  Lee,  1  HiU  (S.  C.)  1915C  986  and  note. 

197,  26  Am.  Dec.  168  and  note.  19.  Perry  v.  Perry,  153  ^.  C.  266, 

13.  Allen  v.  Crofoot,  2  Wend.  (N.  69  S.  E.  130,  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  880. 
T.)  515,  20  Am.  Dee.  647  and  note.     30.  Slater  v.  Taylor,  31  App.  Caa. 

14.  Vogel  V.  Gruaz,  110  U,  S.  3U,  (D.  C.)  100,  18  LJtA.(N.S.)  77. 
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doctrine  of  privilege  has  been  held  to  protect  the  various  papers  filed 
in  judicifd  proceedings,  such  as  motions,^  specifications  of  opposition 
to  an  insolvent  person's  discharge,'  bills  of  particulars,*  advertise- 
ments for  the  sale  of  property  under  legal  process,*  and  various  ex 
parte  applications  made  to  the  court  in  the  progress  of  the  proceedings.* 
85.  Statements  of  CounseL — ^It  has  been  settled  in  England,  from 
an  early  date,  that  no  action  will  lie  against  an  advocate,  barrister  or 
solicitor  for  defamatory  words  spoken  with  reference  to  and  in  the 
course  of  an  inquiry  before  a  judicial  tribunal  even  if  they  are  uttered 
maliciously  and  without  reasonable  cause  and  are  irrelevant,  the 
privilege  being  absolute  and  unqualified.'  In  the  United  States  the 
rule  supported  by  the  weight  of  authority  is  that  attorneys  conduct- 
ing judicial  proceedings  are  privileged  from  prosecution  for  libel  or 
slander  in  respect  to  words  or  writings  used  in  the  course  of  such 
proceedings  reflecting  injuriously  on  othras,  when  such  words  and 
writings  are  material  and  pertinent  to  the  question  involved,'  regard- 
less of  how  false,  malicious  or  injurious  they  may  be.^  An  attorney 
at  law  has,  therefore,  a  conditional  privilege  to  make,  during  the  prog- 
ress of  a  trial,  such  fair  comments  on  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
and  the  conduct  of  the  parties  in  connection  Uierewith  as,  in  his 
judgment,  seem  proper,*  and  it  is  not  material  if  the  words  are  uttered 
in  the  course  of 'a  trial,  whether  in  form  they  are  addressed  to  a  wit- 
ness or  to  the  court  or  jury."  Statements  of  inferences  drawn  from 
th^  evidence  in  judicial  proceedings  and  stated  in  the  argumentative 
part  of  an  attorney's  brief  have  been  held  as  absolutely  privileged 
as  oral  utterances.^^  However,  some  courts  have  imposed  lUnitations 
on  the -right  in  question.  Thus,  it  has  been  held  that  counsel  are 
protected  from  liability  for  anything  they  say  which  is  pertinent  to 
the  cause,  if  they  are  instructed  by  their  clients  to  say  it,  words  spoken 
by  counsel  when  the  client  is  present  being  presumed  to  have  been 
authurized  by  him,  but  they  are  liable  for  anything  spoken  not 

1.  Hank  Evans,  76  la.  693,  41  Notes:  2  Am.  Dee.  431;  17  Am.  Dec. 
N.  W.  368,  14  A.  S.  B.  247  (motion  194;  7  Ann.  Cas.  605. 

to  compel  attorney  to  pay  over  money  7.  Carpenter  v.  Aaliley,  148  Gal. 

collected  by  bim) .  83  Pae.  444, 7  Ann.  Gas.  601  and  note; 

2.  Hollis  V.  Meux,  69  Cal.  625,  U  Uower  v.  Watson,  11  Vt  536,  34  Am. 
Pac.  248;  58  Am.  R^.  574.  Dee.  704. 

3.  Note:  123  A.  S.  R.  646.  Notes:  17  Am.  Dee.  194;  123  A.  S. 

4.  Gore  v.  Condon,  87  Hd.  368,  39  R.  648  ;  7  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  727. 

Atl.  1042,  67  A.  8.  R.  352  and  note,  8.  Hastings  v.  Lnsk,  22  Weod.  (N. 
40  L.R.A.  382.  T.)  410,  34  Am.  Dec  830. 

5.  Xotes:-104  A.  S.  R.  124;  7  Ann.     9.  Atlanta  News  Pub.  Go.  v.  Had- 


6.  Manster  v.  Lamb,  U  Q.  B.  D.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1139. 

588,  49  L.  T.  N.  S.  252,  32  W.  R.  248,  10.  Note:  7  Ann.  Cas.  604: 

52  L.  J.  Q.  B.  726,  7  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  11.  Note:  104  A.  S.  R.  128. 
714  and  note. 


Cas.  604. 


lock,  123  Oa.  714,  51  8.  E.  756,  3 
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pertinent  to  the  cause,  wliether  instructed  or  not.'*  In  detennining 
what  is  pertinent  within  the  general  rule  of  privilege,  much  latitude 
must  be  allowed  to  the  judgment  and  discretion  of  those  who  are 
intrusted  with  the  conduct  of  a  cause  in  court,  and  a  much  larger 
allowance  made  for  the  ardent  and  excited  feelings  with  which  a 
party,  or  counsel  who  naturally  and  almost  necessarily  identifies  him- 
self with  his  client,  may  become  animated,  by  constantly  regarding 
one  side  only  of  a  controversy.  But  where  an  attorney  goes  out 
of  the  way  to  asperse  and  vilify  anofclier  by  words  not  material  or 
pertinent  to  the  controversy,  he  is  without  protection,  and  is  liable' 
to  be  prosecuted  as  in  other  cases  of  slander  or  libel.** 

86.  Statements  of  Parties  to  Actions. — ^The  privilege  of  parties  to 
judicial  proceedings  is  coextensive  with  that  of  counsel.^*  Thus, 
if  words  spoken  by  a  litigant  during  the  course  of  a  judicial  proceed- 
ing are  neither  pertinent  nor  material  to  the  subject  under  investiga- 
tion, and  are  actionable,  they  are  not  privileged  and  he  is  answerable 
therefor.  He  may,  however,  show  that  he  spoke  the  words  in  good 
faith,  with  probable  grounds  to  believe,  and  an  honest  belief,  that 
they  were  true  and  were  pertinent  and  material  to  the  subject  matter 
under  investigation.'*^  The  manager  of  a  corporation  representing 
it  on  a  trial  has  the  same  privilege  that  he  would  have  if  he  were 
himself  a  party,  in  respect  to  words  spoken  by  him  in  the  course  of 
the  proceedings,  1'  and  the  same  is  true  in  the  case  of  a  next  friend 
who  appears  in  an  action  on  behalf  of  a  party.*'* 

87.  Testimony  of  Witnesses. — ^The  rule  in  England  has  been  some- 
what loosely  said  to  be  that  a  witness,  in  giving  his  evidence  in  a 
judicial  proceeding,  enjoys  an  absolute  privilege.  Hence,  proof  of 
actual  malice  will  not  support  an  action  for  libel  or  slander  against 
him,**  and  it  has  eveii  been  held  that  the  statements  as  to  the  testi- 
mony he  is  about  to  give,  made  by  a  witness  before  trial  to  a  party 
to  the  action  and  the  latter's  counsel,  are  surrounded  by  the  same 
privilege  of  protection  against  prosecution  for  slander  as  is  the  evi- 
dence actually  given  by  the  witness  in  court**   However,  a  careful 

12.  Stackpole  v.  Hennen,  6  Mart.  617,  32  Atl.  626,  48  A.  8.  R.  836  and 
N.  S.  (La.)  481,  17  Am.  Dec.  187.  note. 

13.  Note:  7  Ann.  Caa.  604.  16.  Nissen  v.  Cramer,  104  N.  C.  674, 

14.  Dodge  V.  Gilman,  122  Minn.  177,  10  S.  E.  676,  6  L.R.A.  780. 

142  N.  W.  147,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  894,      17.  Ruohrs   v.    Backer,    6  Heisk. 
47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1098;  McClaughry  v.  (Tenn.)  395,  19  Am.  Rep.  598. 
Wetmore,  6  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  82,  5  Am.     18.  Dawkina  v.  Rokely,  L.  R.  7  H. 
Dec.  194;  Mower  v.  Watson,  11  Vt.  L.  744,  33  L.  T.  N.  S.  196,  23  W.  R. 
536,  34  Am.  Dec.  704.  931,  45  L.  J.  Q.  B.  8,  9  Eng.  Rnl. 

Kotes:  2  Am.  Dec.  431;  123  A.  S.  Cas.  39  and  note. 
R.  647.  19.  Watson  v.  Jones,  [1905]  A.  C. 

As  respects  the  privilege  of  counsel,  480,  74  L.  J.  P.  C.  151,  93  L.  T.  N.  S. 
see  preceding  paragraph.  489,  3  Ann.  Cos.  124  and  note,  4  E^t- 

16.  Clemmons  v.  Danforth,  67  Vt.  ish  Rul.  Cas.  934  and  note. 
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examination  of  the  English  authorities  reveals  the  fact  that  the  Eng- 
lish rule  is  generally  stated  more  broadly  than  the  authorities  war- 
rant, and  that  in  reeJity  the  absolute  privilege  of  witnesses  ia  confined 
to  statements  made  in  the  character  of  a  witness,  or  with  reference 
to  matters  before  the  court**  In  the  United  States,  although  the 
broad  English  rule  has  been  ^proved  and  apparently  adopted  in  a 
few  jurisdictions,'  it  is  held  by  the  great  weight  of  authority  that 
defamatory  words  uttered  by  a  witness  in  the  course  of  a  judicial 
proceeding  are  absolutely  privileged  only  vhea  such  words  are  con- 
'nected  with  or  are  relevant  or  material  to  the  subject  of  inquiry  * 
But  if  such  words  are  relevant  or  pertinent,  no  action  will  lie  even 
though  the  utterance  is  false  or  malicious.'  The  rule  has  been 
announced  that  the  position  of  a  witness  is  one  of  absolute  privilege 
when  the  answers  are  directly  responsive  to  the  questions  of  attor- 
neys which  are  material,  or  the  immateriality  thereof  is  waived  by 
failure  to  object.*  And  the  mere  fact  that  words  uttered  by  a  wit- 
ness were  not  in  response  to  questions  does  not,  it  has  been  held, 
avoid  the  privilege,  if  they  were  spoken  in  respect  to  pertinent  and 
relevant  matters,  altlJough  statements  officiously  volunteered  might 
be  evidence  of  express  malice.*  Furthermore,  words  not  relevant  nor 
pertinrat  to  the  matter  in  question  have  nevertheless  been  held  to 
be  privileged  if  spoken  in  good  faith,  under  a  bdiief  that  they  were 
relevant  and  proper,  and  without  aotnal  malice.*  It  is  a  question 
for  the  jury  to  determine  whether  answers  given  by  a  person  in  the 
course  of  his  testimony  as  a  witness,  and  claimed  to  be  slanderous, 
were  so  given  under  the  belief  that  they  were  pertinent  and  relevant 
to  the  question  at  issue,  or  from  malice.^   The  presumption  is  Uiat 

20.  Note :  4  British  Rul.  Cas.  955.      are  not  objected  to  and  ruled  out  by 

1.  Selree  v.  Thompson,  126  Ky.  223,  the  court;  or  concerning  the  imperti- 
103  S.  W.  374,  15  Ann.  Cas.  770  and  nency  or  impropriety  of  which  he  re- 
note,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  723;  Hunckel  v.  ceives  no  advice  &om  the  ooort  or 
Voneiff,  69  Md.  179,  14  Atl  500,  17  tribunal  before  which  the  prooeedinir 
Atl.  1056,  9  A.  S.  R.  413.  is  had. 

2.  Gudger  v.  Penland,  108  N.  C.  593,  6.  Blakeslee  v.  Carroll,  64  Conn.  223, 
13  S.  E.  168,  23  A.  S.  R.  76.  29  Atl.  473,  25  L.R.A.  106. 

Notes:  104  A.  S.  R.  124;  123  A.  8.  Note:  4  British  Rul.  Caa.  952. 

R.  649;  L.R.A.1915C  986;  4  British  6.  Sands  v.  Robison,  12  Smedes  ft  M. 

Rnl.  Gas.  949.  (Misa.)  704,  51  Am.  Dec.  132  and  note 

3.  Cooley  v.  Galyon,  109  Tenn.  1,  (witness  testifying  before  grand  jury)  j 
70  8.  W.  607,  97  A.  S.  R.  823,  60  Hastings  v.  Lnsk,  22  Wend.  (N,  Y.) 
L.R.A.  139;  Calkins  v.  Sumner,  13  410,  34  Am.  Deo.  330 ;  Moore  v.  Manu- 
Wis.  193,  80  Am.  Dec.  738.  facturer'a  Nat.  Bank,  123  N.  Y.  420, 

Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  773.  25  N.  E.  1048,  11  L.R.A.  753;  Cooper 

4.  Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  775.  Com-  v.  Phipps,  24  Ore.  357,  33  Pac.  985, 
pare  Calkins  v.  Sumner,  13  Wis.  193,  22  L.R.A.  836  and  note;  Calkins  v. 
80  Am.  Dec.  738,  wherein  it  is  said  Sumner,  13  Wis.  193,  80  Am.  Dec.  738. 
that  a  witness  is  not  answerable  for  7.  Hastings  v.  Lusk,  22  Wend.  {N. 
any  statements  he  may  make  respon-  Y.)  410,  34  Am.  Dec.  330;  White  v. 
sive  to  qaestions  put  to  him,  and  which  Carroll,  42  N.  Y.  161,  1  Am.  Rep.  503. 
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words  spoken  by  a  witness  wero  pertinent  and  matttdal  and  that  they 
were  fairly  ealled  out  by  the  examination.*  In  Canada  it  has  been 

held  that  the  question  of  the  liability  of  a  witneae  for  defamatory' 
statements  made  by  him  is  not  a  question  of  public  law  with  respect 
to  which  English  law  will  govern,  and  the  rule  has  been  announced 
that  although  a  witness  is  not  liable  for  defamatory  statements  made 
while  he  is  performing  his  duty  as  a  witness,  if  he  abuses  his  posi- 
tion to  injure  the  parties  to  the  case  or  third  persona,  either  by  per- 
juring himself  or  by  making  declarations  which  do  not  relate  either 
to  the  matter  in  issue  or  to  the  questions  which  are  put  to  him,  he 
commits  a  fault  because  he  is  no  longer  accomplishing  the  du^  or 
obligation  which  the  law  imposes  on  him.* 

Qualified  Privilege  Generally 

S8.  What  Is  a  Qualifiedly  Privileged  Communication.— A  pubh- 
cation  is  conditionally  or  qu^ifiedly  privileged  where  circumstances 
exist,  or  are  reasonably  believed  by  the  defendant  to  exist,  which 
cast  on  him  the  duty  of  making  a  communication  to  a  certain 
other  person  to  whom  he  makes  such  communication  in  the  per- 
formance of  such  dutyj  or  where  the  person  is  so  situated  that  it 
becomes  right  in  the  interests  of  society  that  he  should  tell  third 
persons  certain  facts,  which  he  in  good  faith  proceeds  to  do.'*  This 
general  idea  has  been  otherwise  expressed  as  follows:  A  communica- 
tion made  in  good  faith  on  any  subject  matter  in  which  the  person 
communicating  has  an  interest,  or  in  reference  to  which  he  has  a 
duty,  is  privileged  if  made  to  a  person  having  a  corresponding  interest 
or  duty,  even  though  it  contains  matter  which,  without  this  privi- 
lege, would  be  actionable,  and  although  the  duty  is  not  a  legal  one, 
but  only  a  moral  or  social  duty  of  imperfect  obligation.^' .  In  the 

8.  Shadden  t.  HttElwee,  86  Tenn.  R.  823  and  note,  60  L.R.A.  139;  Rude 
146,  S  S.  W.  602,  6  A.  S.  R.  821  and  v.  Haas,  79  Wis.  321,  48  N.  W.  555, 
note.  24  A.  S.  R  717;  Toogood  v.  Spyring, 

Note:  4  British  Rnl.  Cas.  971.         1  Cr.  M.  ft  R  181,  8  L.  J.  Ezoh.  347. 

9.  Note:  4  British  Rnl.  Cas.  968.      4  Tyr.  682,  9  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  56  and 

10.  Coo^  V.  Rhodes,  38  Fla.  240,  note. 

21  So.  109,  66  A.  8.  R  170  and  note;  Notes:  104  A.  8.  R.  113;  4  L.R.A. 
Hill  T.  Kurphy,  212  Mass.  1,  98  N.  £.  280. 

781,  Ann.  Gas.  1913G  374,  40  L.R.A.  11.  Heldur  t.  Dealer,  48  C!olo.  233. 
(N.S.)  U02;  Aldridi  v.  Press  Print-  110  Pac.  181,  139  A.  S.  R.  273;  Cald- 
ing  Co.,  9  Minn.  133,  86  Am.  Dec.  84;  well  t.  Story,  107  Ky.  10,  52  S.  W. 
Trebly  v.  Transcript  Pub.  Co.,  74  850,  46  L.R.A.  736;  Bradley  v.  Heath, 
Minn.  84,  76  N.  W.  961,  73  A.  S.  R.  12  Pick.  (Mass.)  163,  22  Am.  Deo. 
330;  Conroy  Pittsburgh  Times,  139  418;  PoUasky  t.  Minehener,  81  Mich. 
Pa.  St  334,  21  Ati.  164,  23  A.  8.  R.  280,  46  N.  W.  6,  21  A.  8.  R.  516,  9 
188,  11  L.R.A.  725;  UeOaw  t.  Hamil-  L.R.A.  102;  Upton  v.  Hume,  24  Ore. 
ton,  184  Pa.  St.  108,  39  Atl.  4,  63  A.  420,  33  Pae.  810,  41  A.  S.  R.  863  and 
8.  R.  786  and  note;  Cooley  t.  Oalyon,  note,  21  L.RA.  403;  Stayton  t.  State, 
109  Tenn.  1,  70  8.  W.  607,  97  A.  S.  46  Tes.  Crim.  205,  78  8.  W.  1071, 103 
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absence  of  malice  an  utterance  may  be  qualifiedly  privileged,  even 
though  it  is  not  Ime/*  and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  it  contains 
a  charge  of  crime.*'  But  mere  color  of  lawful  occasion  and  pretense 
of  justifiable  end  cannot  shield  from  liability  a  person  who  publishee 
and  circulates  defamatory  matter.'*  Hence,  a  publication  loses  its 
character  as  privileged,  and  is  actionable,  on  proof  of  actual  malice,'' 
or,  at  least,  such  gross  disregard  of  the  ri^ts  of  the  person  injured 
as  is  equivalent  to  malice  in  fact."  In  the  case  of  a  qualifiedly  privi- 
leged communication  the  occasion  on  which  it  was  made  rebuts  the 
inference  prima  facie  arising  from  a  statement  prejudicial  to  the 
character  of  the  plaintiff,  and  puts  the  burden  on  him  to  prove  that 
there  was  malice  in  fact,  that  the  defendant  was  Eu^tuated  by  motives 
of  personal  spite  or  ill  will,  independwit  of  the  occasion  on  which  the 
communication  was  made.'^ 

89.  Limitations  on  Qualified  Privilege. — ^Although  the  general  rule 
is  that  a  communication  made  in  good  faith  on  any  subject  matter 


A.  8.  R.  988;  ShurUeff  v.  Stevens,  51  v.  Ball,  S3  Mich.  583,  47  N.  W.  674, 
Vt.  501,  31  Am.  Rep.  698.  21  A.  S.  R.  622,  11  LJl-A.  72;  Aldrich 

12.  Irion  v.  Knapp,  132  La.  60,  60  v.  Press  Printing  Co.,  9  Minn.  133,  86 
So.  719,  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  940.  Am.  Dec.  84;  Hebner  v.  Great  North- 

13.  Abraham  v.  Baldwin,  52  Fla.  em  K.  Co.,  78  Minn.  289,  SO  N.  W. 
151,  42  So.  591,  10  Ann.  Cas.  1148,  1128,  79  A.  S.  B.  387  and  note;  Jarmi- 

10  L.BJ)l.(N.S.)  1051;  Rosa  v.  Ward,  gjin  v.  Fleming,  43  Miss.  710,  5  Am. 
14  S.  D.  240,  85  N.  W.  182,  86  A.  Rep.  574;  Finley  v.  Steele,  159  Mo. 
S.  R.  746.  200.  60  S.  W.  108,  52  L.B.A.  852; 

14.  Atlanta  News  Pub.  Co.  v.  Med-  Rothholz  v.  Dunkle,  53  N.  J.  L.  438, 
lock,  123  Ga.  714,  51  S.  E.  .756,  3  22  AU.  193,  26  A.  S.  R.  432, 13  L.R.A. 
L.R.A.IN.S.)  1139;  State  v.  Bumham,  655;  King  v.  Root,  4  Wend.  (N.  Y.) 
9  N.  H.  34,  31  Am.  Dee.  217.  113,  21  Am.  Dec.  102;  Conioy  v.  Pitts- 
IB.  White  V.  Nicholls,  3  How.  266,  burgh  Times,  139  Pa.  St.  334,  21  Ati. 

11  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  591;  Coogler  v.  154,  23  A.  S.  R.  188,  11  L.R.A.  725; 
Rhodes,  38  Fla.  240,  21  So.  109,  56  Holt  v.  Parsons,  23  Tex.  9,  76  Am. 
A.  S.  R.  170  and  note;  Hollenbe<^  t.  Dec.  49  and  note;  lAthzop  v.  Snnd- 
Ristinfc  105  la.  '488,  75  N.  W.  356,  berg,  62  Wash.  136, 113  Pac.  674,  Ann. 
67  A.  S.  R.  306  and  note;  Redgate  t.  Cas.  19120  891,  33  LJl.A.(N.S.)  90; 
Roush,  61  Kan.  480,  59  Pac  1050,  48  Buekstaff  v.  Hicks,  94  Wis.  34,  68  N. 
L.R.A.  236;  Faris  v.  Starke,  9  Dana  W.  403,  69  A.  S.  R.  863. 

(Ey.)  128,  33  Am.  Dec.  536;  Tanner     16.  Bradstreet  Co.  v.  Qill,  72  Tex. 
V.  Stevenson,  138  Ky.  578,  128  S.  W.  115,  9  S.  W.  753,  13  A.  S.  R.  768 
878,  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  200;  Gardemal  and  note,  2  L.B.A.  405. 
v.  McWilliams,  43  La.  Ann.  454,  9  So.     IT.  Denver  Fublie  Warehouse  Co.  v. 
106,  26  A.  S.  R.  195  and  note;  Baysset  UoHoway,  34  Colo.  432,  83  Pac  131, 
7.  Hire,  49  La.  Ann.  904,  22  So.  44,  114  A.  8.  R.  171,  7  Ann.  Gas.  840,  3 
62  A.  S.  R.  676;  Bearce  t.  Bass,  88  L.R.A.(N.S.)  696  and  note;  Alabama, 
Me.  521,  34  AU.  411,  51  A.  S.  R.  446;  etc.,  B.  Co.  v.  Brooks,  69  Miss.  168, 
Fresh  v.  Cntter,  73  Md.  87,  20  Atl.  13  So.  847,  30  A.  S.  B.  628  and  note; 
774,  25  A.  S.  B.  575  and  note,  10  Rotfaholz  v.  Dunkle,  63  N.  J.  L.  438, 22 
L.HA.  67;  Edwards  v.  Chandler,  14  Atl.  193,  26  A.  S.  R.  432,  13  L.B.A. 
Mich.  471,  90  Am.  Dec.  249:  Smith  v.  655. 
Smith,  73  Mich.  445,  41  N.  W.  499,     Note:  104  A.  S.  R.  112. 
16  A.  S.  B.  594,  3  L.R.A.  52;  Belknap 
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in  which  the  person  communicating  has  a  duty  ia  privileged  if  made  to 
8  person  having  a  corresponding  interest  and  this  duty  need  not  be  a 
legal  one  but  may  be  only  a  moral  or  social  duty  of  imperfect  oUiga- 
tion,^"  it  has  been  very  clearly  stated  that  no  privilege  results  merdy 
from  the  fact  that  a  defendant  believes  that  he  owes  a  social  duty 
to  give  currency  to  rumors  of  a  libelous  character  so  that  the  victim 
of  them  may  be  avoided.  Such  broad  and  indefinite  duties  the  doc- 
trine of  qualified  privilege  has  not  yet  been  extended  to  covw.^*  A 
publication  issued  solely  to  further  the  finandal  ends  of  the  pub- 
lisher enjoys  no  privilege.'®  For  example,  a  letter  voluntarily  written 
by  one  of  two  rival  dealers  acting  from  motives  of  personal  gain  to 
be  secured  through  the  injury  of  his  rival,  warning  a  shipper  against 
sending  goods  to  such  rival,  is  not  a  privileged  communication,  and 
a  mere  belief  in  the  truth  of  the  statements  contained  therein,  with- 
out good  cause  for  such  belief,  is  no  defense  to  an  action  for  libel.^ 
Moreover,  although  the  doctrine  of  qualified  privilege  as  applied  to 
certain  classes  of  communications  is  very  generally  recognized,  com- 
munications containing  defamatory  statements  should  not  as  a  rule 
go  beyond  what  the  occasion  requires,  and  no  protection  will  arise 
against  the  prosecution  of  an  action  for  libel  or  slander,  although 
there  may  exist  a  common  interest  or  duty  of  tiie  parties  between 
whom  a  communication  passes,  if  the  statements  made  are  not  rele- 
vant to  or  go  beyond  the  subject  matter  or  purpose  in  question* 
On  the  other  hand  it  has  been  held  that  exceeding  the  privilege  of 
a  communication  about  a  matter  in  which  both  parties  have  an  inter- 
est does  not  destroy  the  privilege,  but  the  excess  of  statement  is  mate- 
rial only  as  hearing  on  the  question  of  malice ;  •  nor,  it  has  been 
ruled,  can  the  court  take  from  the  jury  the  consideration  of  the 
excessive  charactw  of  a  publication.^  It  seems  that  the  mere  fact 
that  the  language  in  a  defamatory  writing  on  a  privileged  occason 
is  somewhat  strong  or  intemperate  is  not,  in  the  absence  of  evidence 
of  lack  of  good  faith,  such  evidence  of  malice  as  will  show  an  abuse 
of  the  privilege 

18.  See  preceding  paragraph.  W.  912,  47  L.R.A.  859;  Driessel  v. 

19.  Byam  v.  Collins,  Ul  N.  Y.  143,  Urkart,  147  Wis.  154,  132  N.  W.  894, 
19  N.  B.  76,  7  A.  S.  E.  726,  2  LJU..  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  146  and  note. 

129.  3.  Nichols  v,  Eaton,  110  la.  509,  81 

20.  Shoemaker  v.  South  Bend  Spark  N.  W.  792,  80  A.  S.  R.  317  and  note, 
Arrester  Co.,  135  Ind.  471,  35  N.  E.  47  L.R.A.  483;  Jackson  v.  Pittsburg 
280,  22  L.B.A.  332.  And  see  infra.  Times,  152  Pa.  St.  406,  25  Atl.  613, 
par.  107.  34  A.  S.  R.  659 ;  ShurtleflE  v.  Stevens, 

1.  Brown  v.  Vannaman,  85  Wis.  451,  51  Vt.  501,  31  Am.  Rep.  698. 
55  N.  W.  183,  39  A.  S.  R.  860.  Note:  9  Eng.  Rul.  Caa.  76.  ' 

2.  Bohlinger  v.  Germania  Life  Ins.  4.  Plynn  v.  Boglarsky,  164  Mi*-!!. 
Co.,  100  Aric.  477, 140  S.  W.  257,  Ann.  513,  129  N.  W.  674,  32  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
Cas.  1913C  613,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  449;  740. 

Sullivan  v.  Strathan-Hutton-Evana  5.  Edmonson  v.  Birch,  [1907]  1  K. 
Commission  Co.,  152  Mo.  268,  53  S.  B.  371,  76  L.  J.  K.  B.  346,  96  L.  T.  N. 
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90.  EzcessiTe  PnbUcatiea.— Aa  tbe  privilege  of  an  occasion  should 
not  be  exceeded  by  the  addition  of  extrinsic  or  irrelevant  matter  to 
a  defamatory  publication  *  so  aa  a  general  proposition  the  publica- 
tion of  a  defamatory  statement  quaJifiedly  privileged  should  go  no 
further  than  is  required  by  the  moral  or  social  duty  to  publish,  and 
if  a  publication  is  designedly  or  unnecessarily  or  negligently  excessive, 
the  privilege  is  thereby  lost,'  or  at  least  whenever  a  defendant  delib- 
erately adopts  a  method  of  communicatioa  which  gives  unnecessary 
publicity  to  statements  defamatory  of  the  plaintiff,  the  jury  will  be  apt 
to  infer  malice.*  One  making  a  privileged  communication  must, 
therefore,  be  careful  that  his  words  reach  only  those  who  are  con- 
cerned to  hear  them,  and  words  of  admonition  or  confidentid  advice 
should  be  given  privately,  not  written  on  post  cards  or  published  in 
the  newspapers.  It  has  been  held,  however,  where  a  communication 
otherwise  privileged  has  been  sent  by  post  card  instead  of  by  a  dosed 
letter  that  if  the  communication  cannot  be  understood  by  the  per- 
sons through  whose  hands  it  passes  as  referring  to  the  plaintiff,  there 
is  no  evidence  of  express  malice  to  avoid  the  privilege.'  As  respects 
the  overhearing,  by  strangers,  of  communications  qualiiiedly  privi- 
leged, the  rule  appears  to  be  that,  while  the  mere  fact  that  casual 
bystanders,  not  legally  interested  in  the  communication  complained 
of,  are  present  and  hear  it,  does  no^  necessarily,  remove  the  privi- 
lege, an  unwarranted  communication  to  strangers,  whether  the  result 
of  carelessness  or  intentional  misconduct,  may  be  evidence  of  malice 
and  render  the  communication  actionable.^*  The  privilege  of  a  com- 
munication by  the  treasurer  of  a  corporation  to  its  manager,  directing 
the  discharge  of  the  foreman  and  giving  the  reason  therefor,  has  been 
held  not  to  be  lost  by  showing  it  to  the  night  watchman,  on  the 
ground  that  the  latter  was  interested.^* 

Reports  of  Public  Proceedings 

91.  Judicial  Proceedings  in  General. — It  is  a  general  rule  that  the 
publication  of  reports  of  judicial  proceedings  is  qualifiedly  or  condi- 
tionally privileged.  Newspapers,  as  well  as,  but  no  more  than,  others 

S.  415,  23  Times  L.  Bep.  234,  7  Aim.  1,  70  L.  J.  K.  B.  455,  49  W.  R.  473, 

Cas.  192  and  note.  84  L.  T.  N.  S.  647,  17  Times  L.  Rep. 

6.  See  preceding  paragraph.  332,  1  British  Rul.  Cas.  459  and  note. 

7.  Coleman  v.  MacLennan,  78  Kan.  10.  Kruse  v.  Rabe,  80  N.  J.  L.  378, 
711,  98  Pac.  281,  130  A.  S.  R.  390,  79  Atl.  316,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  477. 

20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  361  and  note;  Conrad  Notes:  20  L.R-A..(N.S.)  364;  L.R.A. 

V.  Roberts,  95  Kan.  180,  147  Pac  795,  1915E  131. 

L.R.A.1915E  131  and  note.  11.  Denver  Public  War^use  Co.  v. 

8.  Kruse  v.  Rabe.  80  N.  J.  L.  378,  Holloway,  34  Colo.  432,  83  Pac.  131, 
79  Atl.  316,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  477.  114  A.  S.  E.  158,  7  Ann.  Cas.  840,  3 

9.  Sadgrove  v.  Hole,  [1901]  2  K.  B.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  696. 
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enjoy  Uhs  privilege.^*  Though  the  publicaUon  of  such  proeeddiogs 
may  be  to  Uie  disadvantage  of  the  particular  individual  concerned,  it 
is  considered  that  the  general  advantage  to  the  country  resulting  from 
having  these  proceedings  made  public  more  than  counterbaJances 
the  inconveniences  to  the  private  persons  whose  conduct  may  be 
the  subject  of  such  proceechngs.^*  That  the  privilege  in  question 
is  not  absolute,  but  only  qualified,  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  some 
courts  have  intimated  that  even  where  the  account  is  fair  and  honest, 
the  publisher  is  liable  in  case  of  express  malice.'^  Two  exceptions 
to  the  rule  that  the  publication  of  reports  of  judicial  proceedings  is 
privileged  have  been  recognized:  (1)  cases  wherein  the  court  in 
which  such  proceedings  are  had  has  prohibited  their  publication; 
and  (2)  cases  the  subject  matter  of  which  is  unfit  for  publication.*' 
Moreover,  to  be  privileged  a  report  must  be  fair,i<  impartial  and 
accurate.^^  But  by  this  statement  is  meant  merely  that  a  report  of 
judicial  proceedings  must  be  correct  It  matters  not  that  the  alle- 
gations in  the  proceedings  are  false.  For  example,  it  has  been  held 
that  upon  the  trial  of  an  action  for  libel  in  charging  the  plaintiff 
with  larceny  based  on  a  court  record,  the  plaintiff  cannot  prove  that, 
although  he  had  pleaded  ^ilty  to  the  charge,  he  was  in  fact  not  so.'^ 
But  a  publisher  must  not  declare  on  his  own  authority  the  existence 
of  facts  which  are  only  a^rted  in  the  proceedings.  He  is  Umited 
to  reporting  the  fact  of  the  assertion.^*  So,  where  the  same  charge 
is  made  in  judicial  proceedings 'and  in  proceedings  which  are  not 
of  a  judicial  character,  a  report  of  the  same  as  having  been  made  in 
the  judicial  proceedings  is  privileged,  although  if  the  report  is  de- 

12.  Baity  v.  Sentinel  Co.,  133  Wis.  285:  Bodine  t.  Times-Journal  Pub.  Co., 
20,  113  N.  W.  425,  12a  A.  S.  R.  028.  26  Okla.  135, 110  Pae.  1096,  31  L.R.A. 

Note:  15  A.  S.  R.  861.  (N.S.)  147;  Metcalf  v.  Times  Pub. 

As  respects  newspaper  publieationB,  Co.,  20  R.  I.  674,  40  Atl.  864,  78  A. 
see  also  infra,  par.  95  et  seq.  S.  R.  900;  Ingalls  v.  Uorrissey,  154 

13.  Notes:  15  A.  S.  R.  361;  Ann.  Wis.  632,  143  N.  W.  681,  Ann.  Cas. 
Gas.  1912A  378:  15  Eng.  Bnl.  Cas.  1915D  899. 

138.  But  see  Seripps  t.  Reilly,  35  17.  Atlanta  News  Pnb.  Co.  v.  Med- 
Uicb.  371f  24  Am.  Rep.  575,  wherein  lock,  123  Oa.  714^  51  8.  E.  756,  3 
the  question  is  raised  but  not  decided  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1139;  State  v.  Sberidftn, 
as  to  the  right  of  a  newspaper  to  pub-  14  Idaho  2^  93  Pae.  656,  15  L.R.A. 
lish  an  allegation  in  a  bill  for  divorce,  (N.8.)  ^7  (under  statute) ;  Sweet  v. 
charging  a  third  person  with  adultery.  Post  Pub.  Co.,  215  Masa.  450,  102  N. 

14.  Atlanta  News  Pub.  Co.  t.  Med-  E.  660,  Ann.  Cas.  I914D  533, 47  L.R.A. 
loek,  123  Oa.  714,  51  8.  E.  756,  3  (N.S.)  240.  See  also  next  succeeding 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  1139;  Flues  v.  New  Non-  paragraph. 

pareil  Co.,  155  la.  290, 135  N.  W.  1083,  18.  Register  Newspaper  Co.  v. 
Ann.  Cas.  1915A  33.  Stone,  102  8.  W.  800,  31  Ky.  L.  Rep. 

15.  Flues  T.  New  Nonpareil  Co.,  155  458,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  240  and  note, 
la.  290,  136  N.  W.  1083,  Ann.  Cas.     19.  Lewis  v.  Hayes,  165  Cal.  527, 132 
IfllSA  33.  Pao.  1022,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  148;  Tres- 

16.  Cincinnati  Gazette  Co.  t.  Tim-  ca  t.  Maddox,  11  La.  Ann.  206,  OG  Am. 
berlake,  10  Ohio  St.  548,  78  Am.  Dec.  Dec.  198  and  note;  Ilsley  v.  Sentinel 
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clared  to  emanate  from  the  nonjudicial  proceedings  it  is  not  privi- 
leged.** 

92.  Limitations  on  Privilege  of  Reporting  Judicial  Proceedings.— 

Although  a  person  may  publish  a  correct  account  of  the  proceedings 
in  a  court  of  justice,  if  he  discolors  or  garbles  the  proceedings,  or  ados 
comments  and  insinuations  of  his  own  in  order  to  asperse  the  char^ 
acter  of  the  parties  concerned,  it  is  libelous.^  A  publication  is  not 
shorn  of  its  privileged  character  because  abridged  and  condensed,  but 
arbitrary  selections  from  proceedings  may  amount  to  such  a  garbled 
report  as  to  be  libelous.'  In  some  cases  the  headlines  of  a  newspaper 
article  may  be  so  worded  that  the  publishers  will  be  held  guilty  of 
libel,  although  the  substance  of  the  article  contains  merely  an  account 
of  judicial  proceedings.'  The  general  question  of  newsp^>er  head* 
lines  as  affecting  the  libelous  character  of  a  publication  is  discussed 
elsewhere.^  It  is  obvious  that  the  privilege  accorded  to  newspapers 
to  publish  court  records  does  not  justify  a  paper  in  charging  a  party 
to  such  record  with  crimes,  offenses,  and  violations  of  law  otiier  than 
those  which  are  treated  in  the  record.'  Any  citizen  has  a  rig^t  to 
comment  on  the  proceedings  and  decisions.,of  a  court,  but  he  has  no 
right  to  attempt,  by  hbelous  publications,  to  degrade  the  tribunal, 
or  to  abuse  one  of  tiie  parties  to  the  litigation,  for  such  pubtications 
are  an  abuse  of  the  liberty  of  the  press,  for  wliich  he  is  answerable.* 
In  many  cases  of  this  character,  such  conduct  is  punished  as  a  con- 
tempt of  court,  a  question  which  is  discussed  elsewhere.' 

93.  Proceedings  Regarded  as  Judicial  for  Purpose  of  Reporting. — 
It  seems  to  be  the  consensus  of  judicial  opinion  that  any  proceeding 
wherein  judicial  action  is  invoked  and  taken  is  a  judicial  proceeding 
a  report  of  which  is  qualifiedly  privileged,  though  it  is  had  ex  parte 
and  without  a  public  hearing.'  For  example,  it  has  been  held  that 
an  application  made  in  chambers  before  a  single  judge  on  a  moticHi 


Co.,  133  Wis.  20,  U3  N.  W.  ^  126  128,  1  Ann.  Cas.  697;  Hayes  v.  Pnes 

A.  S.  R.  928.  Co.,  127  Pa.  St.  642,  18  AtL  331,  14 
20.  Kimball  v.  Post  Pub.  Co.,  199  A.  S.  R.  874,  5  L.R.A.  643. 

Mass.  248,  85  N.  E.  103,  127  A.  S.  B.  4.  See  infra,  par.  97. 

492,  19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  862.  5.  Register  NewapK>er  Co.  v.  Stone, 

1.  Com.  V.  Blanding,  3  Pick.  (Mass.)  102  S.  W,  800,  31  Ky.  L.  Rep.  458, 
304, 15  Am.  Dec.  214;  Thomas  v.  Cros-  U  L.R.A.(N.S.)  240. 

well,  7  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  264,  5  Am.  Dee.  6.  People  t.  Wilson,  64  HI.  195,  16 

269  and  note.  Am.  Rep.  528;  State  v.  Shepherd,  177 

Kote:  15  Ann.  Cas.  9.  Mo.  205,  76  S.  W.  79,  99  A.  S.  R.  624; 

2.  Brown  t.  Globe  Print  Co.,  213  Burdett  v.  Com.,  103  Va.  838,  48  S. 
Mo.  611,  112  S.  W.  462,  127  A.  S.  R.  E.  878,  106  A.  S.  B.  916,  68  L.B.A. 
627;  Metoalf  t.  Times  Pub.  Co.,  20  261. 

B.  I.  674,  40  Aa  864,  78  A.  S.  B.  Note:  104  A.  8.  B.  130. 

900.  7.  See  Contikpt.  toL  6,  p.  508  at 

3.  Dow  t.  United  States,  195  U.  S.  seq. 

138,  24  8.  CL  808,  40  N.  8.  (L.  ed.)  8.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916A  36. 
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for  an  ex  parte  injunction  before  and  vintil  a  hearing  is  a  proceed- 
ing in  court,  a  fair  and  full  report  of  which  may  be  published  as 
privileged  matter.'  So  also  the  report  of  a  bearing  on  an  applica- 
tion for  a  change  of  Tenue  in  a  judicial  proceeding  has  been  held 
privileged.'*  As  to  whether  a  proceeding  before  a  magistrate  on  an 
ex  parte  application  for  a  warrant  of  arrest  is  a  judicial  proceeding 
so  as  to  impart  a  privilege  to  a  report  thereof,  it  seems  that  while 
some  decisions  appear  to  deny  that  such  a  privilege  exists,*'  the  great 
weight  of  modem  authority  tends  to  support  the  view  that  such  a 
report  is  privileged."  The  publication  of  a  report  of  preliminary 
proceedings  before  a  justice  of  Uie  peace  on  a  criminal  charge,  result- 
ing in  the  accused  being  held  or  committed  to  await  the  action  of 
the  grand  jury,  has  been  held  to  be  privileged,**  and  the  fact  that 
no  record  is  kept  of  the  proceedings  of  a  magistrate  does  not  deb^t 
from  the  privil^e  attaching  to  a  fair  report  thereof.**  If,  however, 
a  court  proceeds  without  jurisdiction  of  the  subject  matter  of  a  suit, 
a  report  of  its  proceedings  is  not  privil^ed,  although  the  rule  is 
otherwise  where  the  defect  of  jurisdiction  is  merely  in  respect  to  the 
persons  of  the  parties  to  the  action.**  By  the  great  weight  of  author- 
ity, the  iiling  or  service  of  a  pleading  without  any  judicial  action 
thereon  is  not  a  judicial  proceeding  within  the  meaning  of  the  rule 
giving  a  qualified  privilege  to  a  report  of  such  a  proceeding.** 

94.  Quasi  Judicial  and  Nonjudicial  Proceedings. — The  publication 
for  tiie  necessary  information  of  the  people  of  quasi  judicial  pro- 
ceedings before  all  public  bodies  is  privileged,*'  and  in  determining 
the  character  of  a  proceeding  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether 
or  not  a  report  thereof  is  privileged  the  nature  of  the  proceeding 


9.  Hetcalf  t.  Times  Pab.  Co.,  20  Polsifer,  137  Kaas.  392,  60  Am.  Rep. 
R.  I.  674,  40  Atl.  864,  78  A.  S.  R.  318;  Lundin  t.  Post  Pub.  Co.,  217 
900  and  note.  Mass.  213,  104  N.  E.  480,  52  L.B.A. 

10.  Meriweether  v.  Knapp,  211  Mo.  (N.S.)  207  and  note;  Park  v.  Detroit 
199,  109  S.  W.  750,  16  UR.A.(N.S.)  Free  Press  Co„  72  Mich.  560,  40  N. 
953  and  note.  W.  731, 16  A.  S.  R.  544, 1  L.R.A.  699; 

11.  Cincinnati  Qazette  Co.  v.  Tim-  Nixon  v.  Dispatch  Print  Co.,  101  Minn, 
berlake,  10  Ohio  St  548,  78  Am.  Dee.  309,  U2  N.  W.  268,  11  Ann.  Cas.  161 
285;Byersv.  Meridian  Printing  Co.,  84  and  note,  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  188  and 
Ohio  St.  408,  95  N.  E.  917,  38  L.RJL  note;  Kelly  v.  Independent  Pnb.  Co., 
(N.S.)  913.  45  Mont.  127, 122  Pae.  735,  Ann.  Cas. 

18.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  39.       1913D  1063,  38  LJLA.(N.S.)  1160; 

15.  McBee  v.  Fnlton,  47  Md.  403,  28  Byers  v.  Meridian  Printing  Co.,  84 
Am.        466.  Ohio  St.  408,  95  N.  E.  917,  38  L.R.A. 

14.  MncB  V.  New  Nonpareil  Co.,  155  (N.S.)  913  and  note;  Ilsley  v.  Sentinel 
la.  290,  135  N.  W.  1083,  Ann.  Cas.  Co.,  133  Wis.  20,  113  N.  W.  425,  136 
1915A  33  and  note.  A.  S.  R.  928  and  note;  Ghoette  Print- 

16.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  37.  ing  Co.  v.  ShalloT,  41  Can.  Sap.  Ct. 
16.  Meeker  v.  Post  Printing,  etc,  339, 16  Ann.  Cas.  610  and  note. 

Co.,  66  Colo.  355,  135  Fao.  457,  Ann.  17.  Bairows  t.  Bell,  7  Oray  (Mass.) 
Gas.  1016A  126  and  note;  Covley  v.  301,  66  Am.  Dee.  479. 

347 


Digitized  by  Google 


S  94  LIBEL  AKD  SLANDER  17  R.  G.  U 

rather  than  the  character  of  the  officer  before  whom  it  is  had  is  the 
important  criterion.**   For  example,  proceedings  before  a  governor 

for  the  extradition  of  a  fugitive  have  been  h^d  to  be  a  quasi 
judicial  character,  so  that  a  fair  and  impartial  report  thereof  is  privi- 
leged.*' Likewise,  the  following  proceedings  have  all  been  held  to 
be  of  so  judicial  a  character  that  a  fair  and  correct  report  thereof 
is  privileged :  proceedings  before  a  coroner,**  a  commissioner  in  insol- 
vency or  a  registrar  in  bankruptcy,  investigations  by  parliamentary 
committees  *  and  the  investigations  and  reports  of  grand  juries.*  The 
decisions  appear  to  be  conflicting  as  to  whether  or  not  a  privilege 
attaches  to  the  publication  of  reports  of  police  officers  to  their  supe- 
riors. Thus,  it  has  been  held  that  reports  made  by  police  and  detec- 
tive officers  to  their  superiors,  and  inscribed  in  books  kept  for  that 
purpose,  are  not  judicial  proceedings  and  no  privilege  protects  either 
their  publication  or  the  publication  of  the  opinions,  suspicions,  or 
deductions  of  such  officers,  otherwise  imparted,  whether  to  their  supe- 
riors or  to  other  persons.**  On  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  held  that 
articles  in  a  newspaper  containing  no  statement  on  the  part  of  the 
newspaper  as  to  whether  or  not  the  plaintiff  was  guilty  of  the  crime 
charged,  but  only  purporting  to  be  a  statement  of  the  acts,  theories 
and  representations  of  the  officers  of  the  law  are  qualifiedly  privi- 
leged and  in  the  absence  of  express  malice  are  not  actionable.*  While 
the  publication  of  reports  of  proceedings  of  legislative  bodies  is  privi- 
leged,* it  has  been  held  that  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of  a  city 
council,  including  the  remarks  made  by  a  person  ihem  in  attendance 
if  libelous,  is  not  privileged  if  there  is  no  law  requiring  the  publica- 
tion of  such  report.*  Moreover,  the  publication  in  a  newspaper  of 
a  Donofficial  resolution  of  a  city  council,  wholly  outside  the  scope 
of  its  duty,  and  containing  matter  libelous  per  so,  is  not  privileged, 

18.  Note:  Ann.  Gas.  1015A  37.  Morasea  v.  Item  Go.,  snpra,  the  court 

19.  Brown  v.  Olobe  Printing'  Co^  attempts  to  distinguish  t^e  case  before 
213  Mo.  611,  112  S.  W.  462,  127  A.  it  from  the  ease  of  Billet  v.  Times- 
S.  B.  627.  Democrat  Pub.  Go.,  107  La.  751,  32 

20.  Diener  v.  Star-Gbronicle  Pub.  So.  17,  68  L.R.A.  62,  on  the  ground 
Co.,  230  Mo.  613,  132  S.  W.  1148,  33  Oiat  in  the  latter  case  the  plaintiff 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  216.  was  assumed  to  be  guilty  of  the  offense 

1.  Note:  Ann.  Gas.  1915A  37.  or  impropriety  charged,  and  the  de- 

2.  Sweet  v.  Post  Pub.  Go.,  215  Moss,  fcndant  therein  undertook  to  justify 
450,  102  N.  E.  660,  Ann.  Gas.  1914D  by  proring  the  truth  of  the  fact  stated, 
533,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.}  240.  whereas  in  the  Morasea  case  there  was 

Note :  Ann.  Gas.  1915A  38.  no  refusal  to  retract,  but  on  the  con- 

3.  Billet  V.   Times-Democrat  Pub.  trary  the  defendant,  without  request,  a 
Go.,  107  La.  751,  760,  32  So.  17,  58  few  days  after  the  Erst  publication, 
L.R.A.  62.  published  an  explanatory  account  re- 
Note:  104  A.  S.  R.  132.  lieving  the  plaintiff  of  blame. 

4.  Morasea  v.  Item  Co.,  126  La.  426,  5.  Note:  104  A.  S.  B.  132. 

62  So.  565,  30  L.R.A,(N.S.)  315  and  6.  Buckstoff  v.  Hicks,  94  Wis.  34, 
note.    It  should  be  observed  that  in  68  N.  W.  403,  59  A.  S.  R.  853. 
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either  absolutely  or  conditionally.'  A  report  in  a  newspaper  of  the 
proceedings  at  a  public  meeting,  though  in  itself  a  correct  account, 
has  been  held  to  be  not  privileged,*  while  the  report  of  matters  of  a 
distinctly  private  nature,  such  as  the  proceedings  of  stockholders  of 
a  corporation,  are  clearly  not  so.* 

Newspaper  PublieaHont 

95.  General  Principles. — While  the  law  of  libel  cannot  be  invoked 

to  redress  every  breach  of  good  moralg  or  manners  in  newspaper  pub- 
lications,^**  the  general  rule  independent  of  statute  is  that  a  newspaper 
has  no  more  right  than  a  private  individual  has  to  trifle  with  the 
reputation  of  any  citizen,  or  by  carelessness  or  recklessness  to  injure 
his  good  name  or  business  without  answering  therefor  in  damages. 
Publishers  of  newspapera  have  the  right  to  publish  the  truth,  but 
^ey  have  no  right  to  publish  falsehood  to  the  injury  of  others.*' 
In  fact  it  has  been  said  that  the  greater  the  circulation  of  the  paper 
♦Jie  greater  the  wrong,  and  the  more  reason  why  greater  care  should 
be  exercised  in  the  publication  of  personal  items.**    The  usual  con- 


7.  Trebly  v.  Transcript  Pub.  Co.,  74  83  Mich.  683,  47  N.  W.  674,  21  A. 
Minn.  84,  76  N.  W.  961,  73  A.  S.  E.  S.  R.  622,  11  L.R.A.  72;  Welch  v. 
330.  Tribune  Pub.  Co.,  83  Mich.  661,  47 

8.  Note:  86  Am.  Deo.  91.  N.  W.  562,  21  A.  S.  R.  629,  11  L.R.A. 

9.  Kimball  v.  Post  Pub.  Co.,  199  233 ;  State  v.  Van  Wye,  136  Mo.  227, 
Mass.  248,  85  N.  E.  103,  127  A.  8.  R.  37  S.  W.  938,  58  A.  S.  R.  627;  State 
492,  19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  862  and  note.  v.  Shepherd,  177  Mo.  205,  76  S.  W. 

10.  Stewart  v.  Minnesota  Tribune  79,  99  A.  S.  R.  624;  Barnes  v.  Camp- 
Co.,  40  Minn.  101,  41  N.  W.  457,  12  bell,  59  N.  H.  128,  47  Am.  Rep.  183? 
A.  S.  R.  696.  McDermott  v.  Evening  Journal  Assn., 

11.  Edwards  v.  San  Jose  Printing,  43  N.  J.  L.  488,  39  Am.  Rep.  606; 
etc.,  Soc.,  99  Cal.  431,  34  Pac.  128,  Hoboken  Printing,  etc,  Co.  v.  Kahn, 
37  A.  S.  R.  70;  Amott  v.  Standard  59  N.  J.  L.  218,  35  Atl.  1053,  59  A. 
Ass'n,  57  Conn.  86,  17  Atl.  361,  3  S.  R.  585;  Morey  v.  Morning  Journal 
L.R.A.  69;  AUanta  News  Pub.  Co.  v.  Assn.,  123  N.  Y.  207,  25  N.  E.  161, 
Medlock,  123  Ga.  714,  51  N.  E.  756,  3  20  A.  S.  R.  730,  9  L.R.A.  621;  Upton 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  1139;  Shoemaker  v.  v.  Hume,  24  Ore.  420,  33  Pac.  810,  41 
South  Park  Spark  Arrester  Co.,  135  A.  S.  R.  863,  21  L.K.A.  493;  Conroy 
Ind.  471,  35  N.  E.  280,  22  LJLA.  332;  v.  Pittsburg  Times,  139  Pa.  St.  334, 
State  V.  Brady,  44  Kan.  435,  24  Pac  21  Atl.  154,  23  A.  S.  R.  188,  11  L.RA.. 
948,  21  A.  S.  R.  296,  9  LJI.A.  606;  725;  Rood  v.  Dutoher,  23  S.  D.  70,  120 
Levert  v.  Daily  Stotes  Pub.  Co.,  123  N.  W.  772,  20  Ann.  Cas.  480;  Belo  v. 
La.  694,  49  So.  206,  131  A.  8.  B.  356,  Fuller,  84  Tex.  450,  19  S.  W.  616,  31 
23  L.R.A.(N.8.)  726;  Usher  v.  Sever-  A.  S.  R.  75;  Williams  Printing  Co.  t. 
anee,  20  Me.  9,  37  Am.  Deo.  33;  Loth-  Saunders,  113  Va.  156,  73  S.  E.  472, 
rop  v.  Adams,  133  Mass.  471,  43  Am.  Ann.  Cas.  1913E  693;  Bradley  v.  Cra- 
Rep.  528;  Foster  v.  Scripps^  39  Mich,  mer,  59  Wis.  309,  18  N.  W.  268,  48 
S76,  33  Am.  Rep.  403;  Batfariek  v.  Am.  Rep.  511. 

Detroit  Post,  etc,  Co.,  60  Mich.  629,     Note:  32  L.R.A.  831. 
16  N.  W.  172,  45  Am.  Rep.  63;  Bron-     12.  McAllister  v.  Detroit  Free  Press 
■on  V.  Brace,  59  Mich.  467,  26  N.  W.  Co.,  76  Mich.  338,  43  N.  W.  431,  16 
071, 60  Am.  Rep.  307;  Belknap  v.  Ball,  A.  S.  B.  318  and  noteu 
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stitutional  guaranty  of  tiie  "freedom  of  the  press"  does  not  secure 
to  libelers  immunity  from  civil  or  criminal  prosecution,**  but  is 
intended  simply  to  secure  to  the  conductors  of  the  press  the  same 
rights  and  immunises,  and  such  only,  as  are  enjoyed  by  the  public 
at  large." 

96.  Statutory  Provisions. — ^Two  classes  of  statutes  concerning  the 
liberty  of  the  press  may  be  noted:  (1)  those  attempting  to  restrict 
the  right  of  publishers  of  papers  to  publish  news; "  and  (2)  those 
attempting  to  relieve  them  from  liability  for  having  published  the 
same.  The  general  question  of  the  constitutional  liberty  of  the  press 
is  discussed  elsewhere.'*  As  to  the  second  class  of  statutes,  it  has 
been  held  that  statutes  relieving  publishers  of  newspapers  from  all 
but  actual  damages  to  property  and  business,  in  actions  for  libel,  if 
the  publication  was  by  mistake  and  in  good  faith  and  did  not  involve 
a  criminal  charge,  and  was  followed  by  a  correction,  are  unconstitu- 
tional, as  depriving  the  one  injured  in  his  reputation  of  his  remedy 
therefor  by  due  course  of  law."  Other  courts,  however,  uphold  such 
legislation  as  applied  to  cases  wherein  the  article  is  published  in  good 
faith  and  its  falsity  is  due  to  mistake  or  a  misapprehension  of  the 
facts,  and  a  full  and  fair  retraction  of  the  article  in  question  is  pub- 
lished in  the  manner  and  within  the  time  specified  in  the  statute.^* 
The  general  question  of  retraction  and  notice  to  retract  is  discussed 
elsewhere  in  this  article.** 

97.  Headlines;  Incidents  Affecting  Newspaper's  Liability. — The 
title  or  heading  of  a  published  article  is  a  part  thereof  and  must  be 
considered  in  determining  whether  the  publication  is  libelous,**  it 
having  been  wisely  said  that  the  sting  of  the  hbel  is  frequently  con- 
tained in  the  headlines.*   Headlines  are  privileged  only  when  they 

15.  Com.  V.  Blanding,  3  Pi<k.  670,  75  Pac.  1041,  104  A.  8.  R.  422, 
(Mass.)  304,  15  Am.  Dee.  214.  64  L.R.A.  790;  Pai^  v.  Detroit  Free 

Note:  15  A.  S.  R.  344.  Press  Co.,  72  Mich.  560,  40  N.  W.  731, 

14.  Riley  v.  Lee,  88  Ky.  603,  11  8.  16  A.  8.  R.  644,  1  L.R.A.  599. 

W.  713,  21  A.  8.  R.  358.  8ee  CoNSn-     Notes:  15  A.  8.  R.  346;  15  Ann. 

TDTIOHAL  Law,  vol.  6,  p.  253  et  seq.  Cas.  ^6. 

16.  As  examples,  see  State  v.  Pi-  18.  Allen  t.  Pioneer  Press  Co-  40 
oneor  Press  Co.,  100  Minn.  173,  110  Minn.  117,  41  N.  W.  936,  12  A.  S.  B. 
N.  W.  867,  117  A.  S.  R.  684  and  note,  707,  3  L.R.A.  532. 

9  L.R.A.(N.8.)  480, 10  Ann.  Cas.  351;  19.  8ee  supra,  par.  72,  73. 

Ex  parte  Harrison,  212  Mo.  88,  110  20.  Dorr  v.  United  States,  195  U.  8. 

5.  W.  709,  128  A.  8.  R.  557  and  note,  138,  24  S.  Ct  808,  49  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
15  Ann.  Cas.  1  and  note,  16  L.R.A.  128,  1  Ann.  Cas.  697;  Shdbley  v.  Nel- 
(N.8.)  950;  Ex  parte  NeUl,  32  Tex.  son,  75  Neb.  804,  106  N.  W.  1034,  13 
Cr.  Rep.  275,  22  S.  W.  923,  40  A.  Ann.  Cas.  373  and  note. 

8.  R.  776.  Notes:  15  A.  8.  R.  347;  104  A.  8. 

16.  See  COHSTITDTIONAL  Law,  vol.  R.  133 ;  13  Ann.  Cas.  376. 

6,  p.  253  et  seq.  See  also  News-  1.  Gustin  v.  Evening  Press  Co.,  172 
PAPERS.  Mieh.  311,  137  N.  W.  674,  Ann.  Cw. 

17.  Hanson  v.  Krehbiel,  68  Kan.  1914D  95  and  note. 
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are  a  fair  indication  of  a  truthful  report.*  The  good  faith  of  the 
publisher  of  a  libelous  article  will  not  defeat  a  recovery,*  although  it 
may  mitigate  the  damages.*  The  fact  that  a  newspaper  article  names 
as  its  author  one  other  than  the  publisher  may  make  such  author 
liable  as  well  as  the  publisher,"  but  the  signing  of  the  article  does 
not  relieve  the  publisher  of  tiie  paper  of  liability,*  although  it  may 
be  shown  in  mitigation  of  damages.'  However,  where  the  publisher 
of  an  article  beheved  the  same  to  be  a  mere  fanc^  sketch  or  fictitious 
tale,  he  has  been  held  not  liable  for  defamation,  although  the  writer 
intended  to  defame  the  plaintiff.*  So  also  a  newspaper  publisher 
has  been  held  not  liable  in  damages  for  ludicrous  but  innocent  mis- 
printe  in  a  communication  ostentatiously  puffing  the  writer.* 

Criticism  of  Matters  of  Public  iTttereti 

98.  Literary  and  Dramatic  Criticism. — When  a  person  places  a 
book,  which  he  has  written,  before  the  public,  he  is  said  to  invite 
oriticiBih,  and  however  hostile  the  criticism  may  be  and  however 
much  damage  it  may  cause  him  by  preventing  sales,  the  critic  is  not 
liable  to  an  action  for  libel,  if  he  has  merely  expressed  his  honest 
opinion,  has  made  no  misstatement  of  any  material  fact  contained 
in  the  book,  and  does  not  attack  the  character  of  the  author.^**  Any 
criticism  which  dora  not  go  beyond  tiiese  limits  is  ordinarily  permis- 
sible as  constituting  what  is  known  as  fair  comment,  even  though  the 
comment  be  not  such  as  a  jury  might  tiiink  to  be  a  just  or  reason- 
able appreciation  of  the  work  criti(^ed.^*  Within  the  limits  of  fair 
comment  a  critic  is  at  full  liberty  to  attack  or  denounce  with  sarcasm 
and  ridicule  the  propositions  contained  in  a  book,  and  it  is  not  mate- 
rial whether  or  not  a  fair  minded  person  would  have  resorted  to  ridi- 
cule, if  the  critic  believes  in  good  faith  that  the  production  deserves 

2.  Brown  v.  Globe  Printing  Co.,  13  737  and  note. 

Mo.  611,  112  S.  W.  462,  127  A.  S.  R.  7.  Runkle  v.  M^er,  3  Yeatea  (Pa.) 
627;  Hayes  v.  Press  Co.,  127  Pa.  St.  518,  2  Am.  Dec.  393.  See  infra,  par. 
642,  18  Atl.  331,  14  A.  S.  R.  874,  5  207,  208. 

L.R.A.  643.  8.  Smith  v.  Aiihley,  11  Mete.  (Mass.) 

3.  Trebly  v.  Transcript  Pub.  Co.,  74  367,  46  Am.  Dec.  216. 

Minn.  84,  76  N.  W.  961,  73  A.  8.  R.  9.  Suliings  v.  Shakespeare,  46  Mieb. 
330;  King  v.  Root,  4  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  408,  9  N.  W.  451,  41  Am,  Rep.  166. 
113,  21  Am.  Dee.  102;  Fenstermaker  v.  See  supra,  par.  26. 
Tribune  Pub.  Co.,  12  Utah  439,  43  Pac  10.  Cleveland  Leader  Printing  Co. 
112,  13  Utah  632,  46  Pae.  1097,  35  t.  Netbersole,  84  Ohio  St.  118,  95  N. 
L.R.A.  611.  E.  735,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  978  and  note. 

4.  See  infra,  par.  192,  208.  11.  McQuire  v.  Western  Morning 
6.  Dawson  v.  Holt,  11  Lea-(Tenn.)  News  Co.,  [1903]  2  K.  B.  100,  72 

683,  47  Am.  Rep.  312.  L.  J.  K  B.  612,  61  W.  R.  689,  88 

6.  World  Pub.  Co.  v.  MuUen,  43  L.  T.  N.  S.  757, 19  Times  L.  Rep.  471, 
Keb.  126,  61  N.  W.  108,  47  A.  S.  R.  3  British  RoL  Gas.  490  and  note. 
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it.^'  Thus,  it  has  boen  held  not  actionable  to  call  a  remedy  pro- 
posed by  an  author  a  quack  remedy,  and  a  charge  that  one  author 
quotes  from  another  without  giving  him  due  credit  has  been  held 
not  to  amount  to  a  charge  of  plagiarism,  and  so  to  be  not  actionable.^' 
In  the  ca^e  of  dramatic  productions  also  the  participants  are  subject 
to  hostile  criticism  and  may  be  held  up  to  ridicule,  entire  freedom 
of  expression  being  allowed  to  dramatic  critics,  provided  their  criticism 
is  based  on  facts,  and  they  are  not  actuated  by  malice  or  evil  piurpose 
in  what  they  write.  Such  criticism,  and  the  publication  thereof,  fall 
within  the  class  of  privileged  communications  for  which  no  action 
can  lie  without  proof  of  actual  malice." 

99.  Unfair  Comment. — ^While  fair  comment  or  honest  criticism  is 
permissible  in  all  cases  of  literary  and  dramatic  productions,^*  com- 
ment which  is  actuated  by  malice  cannot  be  deemed  fair  on  the  part 
of  the  person  who  makes  it,  and  therefore  proof  of  actual  msdice 
may  take  a  criticism  which  is  prima  facie  fair  outside  the  limits  of 
fair  comment  and  render  the  same  actionable.**  Malice  may  be 
inferred  from  false  statements  exceeding  the  limits  of  fair  and  reason- 
able criticism  and  recklessly  uttered  in  disregard  of  the  rights  of 
those  who  might  be  aifected  by  them.*'  It  is  of  course  essential  to 
all  fair  comment  that  the  critic  confine  himself  to  criticism,  and 
timt  he  do  not  make  it  a  veil  for  personal  censure,  nor  allow  him- 
self to  run  into  reckless  and  unfair  attacks  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  exercising  his  power  of  denunciation.  If  under  pretext  of  crit- 
icising tf  literary  production  a  critic  takes  an  opportunity  to  attack 
the  author  he  is  guilty  of  libel,*® 

100.  Hatters  of  General  Public  Interest  and  Concern. — Matters 
of  public  inter^t  and  concern  are  legitimate  subjects  of  criticism, 
and  every  one  has  a  right  to  comment  thereon  as  long  as  he  does  so 
fairly  and  with  an  honest  purpose.  Such  comments  or  criticisms  are 
not  libelous,  however  severe  in  their  terms,  unless  they  are  written 
maliciously. For  example,  the  character  of  the  construction  of  a 
public  building,  such  as  a  city  hall,  is  a  matter  of  public  importance 
and  interest  to  the  inhabitants  and  taxpayers,  and  is,  therefore,  a 
legitimate  matter  for  public  discussion.^"   So  also  fair  and  reason- 

12.  Notes:  28  L.B.A.  670  ;  48  L.RA.  16.  Thomas  v.  Bradbury,  [1906]  2 
(N.S.)  1221.  K.  B.  <Eng.)  627,  6  Ann.  Gas.  135  and 

13.  DowUi^   V.    livtngstcme,   108  note. 

Mich.  321,  66  N.  W.  225,  62  A.  S.  B.  17.  Gott  t.  Pulsifer,  122  Mass.  235, 
702  and  note,  32  L.R.A.  104.  23  Am.  Rep.  322. 

14.  Cherry  v.  Des  Moines  Leader,  18.  Tri^  t.  Sun  Printing,  etc., 
114  la.  298,  86  N.  W.  323,  89  A.  S.  R.  Ass'n,  179  N.  T.  144,  71  N.  E.  739, 
365  and  note,  54  L.R.A.  855.  103  A.  S.  R.  841  and  note,  1  Ann. 

Notes:  15  A.  S.  B.  350;  104  A.  Cas.  326 and  note,  66  L.R.A.  612. 
S.  E.  139.  19.  Note:  104  A.  S.  R.  137. 

See  next  succeeding  paragraph.  20.  Bearce  t.  Bass,  88  Me.  521,  34 

16.  See  precodii^  paragraph.         Atl.  411,  51  A.  S.  R.  446  and  note. 
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able  commeDtej  however  severe  in  terms,  may  be  published  in  a  news- 
paper concerning  anything  which  is  made  by  its  owner  a  subject 
of  public  exhibition,  and  no  action  will  lie  therefor  without  proof 
of  actual  malice."  Moreover,  private  corporations  which  claim  the 
confidence  of  the  public,  and  seek  the  possession  of  pubUc  funds, 
have  been  held  subject  to  fair  bona  fide  criticism,  which,  it  has  been 
said,  ou^t  to  be  encouraged  as  a  means  of  public  security,  rather 
than  suppressed*  The  actions  of  a  clergyman  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duties  and  office  in  conducting  the  public  functions  of  his  call- 
ing may  be  commented  on  within  proper  limits.'  However,  an  attack 
on  the  private  character  of  a  clergyman  is  not  privileged.*  Nor  does 
any  privilege  attach  to  the  publication  of  an  opinion  condemning 
an  academy  of  learning,  at  which  dancing  is  permitted,  as  harmful 
to  the  moral  and  religious  interests  of  the  community  and  urging 
persons  to  absent  themselves  therefrom,  as  long  as  dancing  is  allowed.^ 
So  as  a  general  proposition  it  may  be  stated  that  the  privilege  of  fair 
comment  on  matters  of  public  interest  is  limited  strictly  to  bona  fide 
comment  and  criticism  on  actual  facta  or  conditions,  and  does  not 
extend  to  statements  of  fact  or  comment  on  invented  facts,  nor  to 
attacks  on  private  character,  such  as  charges  of  crime  or  moral  delin- 
quency, or  unwarranted  imputations  of  improper  motives.® 

101.  Political  Affairs,  Public  Officers  and  Candidates. — That  publi- 
cations'respecting  political  affairs,  public  officers  and  candidates  for 
office  are,  in  a  measure,  privileged  is  recognized  by  the  overwhelming 
weight  of  authority.'  One  who  seeks  public  office,  or  any  person 
who  claims  approval  or  patronage  from  the  public,  waives  his  right 

1.  Gott  V.  Pulsifer,  122  Mass.  235,  104,  2  Ann.  Cas.  561,  69  L.R.A.  101; 
23  Am.  Rep.  322.  Com.  v.  Clap,  4  Mass.  163,  3  Am.  Dee. 

2.  Hahnemannian  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  212;  Burt  v.  Advertiser  Newspaper 
Beebe,  48  lU.  87,  95  Am.  Dec.  519.      Co.,  154  Mass.  238,  28  N.  E.  1,  13 

3.  Klos  V.  Zahorik,  113  la.  161,  84  L.R.A.  97  and  note;  State  v.  Burn- 
N.  W.  1046,  53  L.R.A.  235.  ham,  9  N.  H.  34,  31  Am.  Dec.  217; 

4.  Russell  v.  Washington  Post  Co.,  Upton  v.  Hume,  24  Ore.  420,  33  Pac. 

31  App.  Cas.  (D.  C.)  277,  14  Ann.  810,  41  A.  S.  R.  863,  21  L.R.A.  493; 
Cas.  820.  Com.  v.  Duane,  1  Bin.  (Pa.)  601,  2 

5.  St.  James  Military  Academy  v.  Am.  Dec.  497;  Briggs  v.  Garrett,  111 
Gaiser,  125  Mo.  517,  28  S.  W.  851,  Pa.  St.  404,  2  Atl.  513,  56  Am.  Rep. 
46  A.  S.  E.  502,  28  LJl-A.  667  and  274;  Black  v.  State  Co.,  93  S.  C.  467, 
note.  77  S.  E.  51,  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  989 

6.  Note:  3  British  Rul.  Cas.  474.       and  note;  Nichols  v.  Daily  Reporter 

7.  Pickford  v.  Talbott,  211  U.  S.  199,  Co.,  30  Utah  74,  83  Pac.  573,  116  A. 
29  S.  Ct.  75,  53  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  146;  S.  R.  796,  8  Ann.  Cas.  847,  3  L.R.A. 
Gandia  v.  Pettingill,  222  U.  S.  452,  (N.S.)  339;  Sweeney  v.  Baker,  13  W. 

32  S.  Ct.  127,  56  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  267;  Va.  158,  31  Am.  Rep.  757;  Arnold  v. 
Baker  v.  Warner,  231  U.  S.  588.  34  Int^ram,  151  Wis.  438,  138  N.  W.  Ill, 
S.  Ct.  175,  58  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  384;  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  976  and  note. 
Pavesieh  v.  New  England  Life  Ins.  Co.,      Notes:  15  A.  S.  R.  349;  104  A.  S. 
122  Ga.  190,  60  S.  E.  08,  106  A.  S.  R.  R.  133;  28  L.B.A.  672. 
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of  privacy  to  such  an  extent  that  he  cannot  restrain  or  impede  the 
public  in  any  proper  investigaHon  into  the  conduct  of  his  private 
life  which  may  throw  light  on  the  question  as  to  whether  the  public 
i«hould  bestow  on  him  tlie  office  which  he  seeks,  or  accord  to  him  the 
approval  or  patronage  which  he  asks,®  There  must  be  freedom  to 
canvass  in  good  faith  the  worth  of  character  and  qualifications*  of 
candidates  for  office,  whether  elective  or  appointed,  and  by  becom- 
ing a  candidate,  a  man  tenders  as  an  issue,  to  be  tried  out  publicly 
before  the  people  or  the  appointing  power,  his  honesty,  integrity  and 
fitness  for  the  office  to  be  filled.'  It  has  accordingly  been  held  that 
general  censure  of  an  indefinite  character  leveled  at  a  public  officer 
is  not  actionable.'*  LikewL«e,  purely  political  discburses  such  as  one 
hears  on  the  stump  during  an  election  campaign  are  not  actionable.^* 
It  is  not  libelous  to  charge  a  candidate  for  office  with  being  unedu- 
cated, lazy,  idle  and  ignorant;  nor  is  it  libelous  per  se  to  charge  him 
with  being  a  "social  leper"  who  should  be  "deodorized."  Charging 
a  candidate  with  being  unfaithful  to  the  party  which  has  nominated 
him  and  with  conniving  with  an  opposing  party  for  support  has 
been  held  not  libelous,  although  the  rule  is  otherwise  if  a  charge  of 
treachery  and  dishonesty  is  made  against  him."  A  f^atement  that 
a  candidate's  mind  is  weak  and  never  could  l)e  depended  on  has  been 
held  to  be  not  actionable  per  se; "  and  of  course  mere  criticism  to 
the  effect  that  a  candidate  is  not  fitted  for  the  office  sought  by  him 
is  not  actionable."  However,  it  must  be  admitted  that  there  is  author- 
ity which  apparently  places  candidates  for  public  office  in  the  same 
class  as  other  private  individuals  and  denies  the  application  of  any 
doctrine  of  privilege  in  pul}lishing  matters  concerning  such  candi- 
dates. »• 

102.  Effect  of  Falsity  of  Statements  Concerning  Public  Officers 
and  Candidates. — conflict  of  authority  exists  as  to  the  exact  limits 
of  the  privilege  of  commenting  on  i>olitieal  afTairs,  public  oflicers 

8.  Pavesich  v.  New  England  Mat.  158,  31  Am.  Rep.  757. 

Life  Ins.  Co.,  122  Ga.  190,  50  S.  E.  13.  Squires  v.  State,  39  Tex.  Critii. 

m.  lOti  A.  S.  It.  IIW,  2  Ann.  Cas.  561,  96,  45  S.  \V.  147,  73  A.  S.  R.  904  and 

09  L.U.A.  101.  note. 

9.  (.'oleuian  v.  ]^lacljennan,  78  Kan.  14.  Mavrant  v,  Richardson,  1  Nott 
711.  98  Par.  2H1,  l.SO  A.  S.  R.  390  &  MpC.  {S.  C.)  347,  9  Am.  Dee.  707. 
hihI  nc.le,  20  L.K.A.(N.S.)  .%1 ;  Bel-  15.  Walsh  v.  Pulitzer  Pub.  Co.,  250 
kmip  V.  Ball,  83  Mi.  li.  5S3,  47  .V.  \V.  142,  157  S.  W.  326,  Ann.  Cas. 
(J74.  21  A.  S.  R.  622,  11  L.R.A.  72;  1914C  985;  SciiuU  v.  Hopkins,  26  S. 
Ins-illH  V.  Morrissev.  154  Wis.  632,  143  D.  21, 127  N.  W.  560,  29  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
\.  W.  (iSl.  Ann.  Cas.  191;)D  8!I9.  691. 

10.  Sillars  v.  Collier,  !■')]  ^lass.  50,  16.  Aldrich  v.  Press  Prinfinfr  Co.,  9 
23  N.  K.  72.1,  6  L.R.A.  680  and  note.  Minn.  133,  86  Am.  Dec.  84  »nd  nnle; 

11.  Arnold  v.  ln(rrain,  151  Wis.  438,  King  v.  Root.  4  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  113,  21 
J.T'  N.  W.  Ill,  Ann.  Cas.  lOUC  976.  Am.  Dec.  102. 

12.  Sweeney  v.  Baker,  13  \V.  Va. 
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and  candidates.  According  to  one  line  of  decisions,  while  ffdr  com- 
ment and  criticism  are  admissible,  the  privilege  of  cUscussion  in  such 
cases  does  not  extend  to  the  making  of  false  statements  of  fact; 
but  if  a  charge  is  false,  even  though  it  is  made  in  good  faith,  and 
with  reasonable  cause  to  believe  it  true,  it  is  actionable  if  of  a  defam- 
atory character.^^  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  authority  to  the  effect 
that  a  public  officer  is  amenable  to  public  criticism  in  a  newspaper 
without  the  latter,  being  subject  to  liability  for  libel  when  there  is 
probable  cause  for  comment,  and  no  proof  of  express  malice,  even 
though  the  statement  publif^ed  is  not  true  in  all  respects,  The 
same  general  principle  has  been  applied  to  candidates  for  office.*** 
Thus,  it  has  been  held  that  if  the  publisher  of  a  newspaper  publish 
an  article  reciting  facts  and  making  comment  relating  to  the  official 
conduct  and  character  of  a  state  officer,  who  is  a  candidate  for  re- 
election, for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  to  the  people  what  he  honestly 
believes  to  be  true  information,  and  for  the  sole  purpose  of  enabling 
the  voters  to  cast  their  ballots  more  intelligently,  and  the  whole  thing 
is  done  in  good  faith,  the  publication  is  privileged,  although  the  mat- 
ters contained  in  the  article  may  be  untrue  in  fact  and  derogatory 
to  the  character  of  the  candidate.' 

103.  Unprivileged  Charges  against  Public  Officers  and  Candidates. — 
It  has  been  held  that  a  charge  of  crime  against  a  candidate  for  office, 
though  fiU'Q,  is  not  actionable  when  made  in  good  faith,  without 
malice,  and  in  a  belief,  with  reason  therefor,  of  its  truth.*  However, 
unquestionably  the  generfil  rule  is  that  charges  of  crime  against  public 
officers  or  candidates  for  office  are  not  privileged.*  Nor  as  a  rule 
does  any  privilege  attach  to  the  publication  of  accusations  against 
public  officers  of  gross  dereliction  of  duty,^  nor  to  sweeping  charges 

17.  Dauphiny  v.  Buhne,  153  Cal.  329,  13  L.R.A.  59;  Byrne  v.  Punk,  38 
757,  96  Pac.  880,  126  A.  S.  R.  136  Wash.  506,  80  Pae.  772,  3  Ann.  Gas. 
and  note;  Jones  v.  Townsend,  21  Fla.  647. 

431,  68  Am.  Rep.  676;  State  v.  Has-  Note:  Ann.  Gas.  1914C  997. 
kins,  109  la.  656,  80  N.  W.  1063,  77  19.  Jackson  v.  Pittsburgh  Times,  152 
A.  S.  R.  560,  47  L.R.A.  223;  Com.  v.  Pa.  St.  406,  25  Atl.  613,  34  A.  S.  R. 
Clap,  4  Mass.  163.  3  Am.  Dec.  212;  659  and  note;  Multlerig  v.  Wilkes- 
Belknap  V.  Ball,  83  Mieh.  583,  47  N.  Barre  Times,  215  Pa.  St.  470,  64  Atl. 
W.  674,  21  A.  S.  R.  622,  11  L.R.A.  636.  114  A.  S.  R.  967. 
972;   Bremer  v.  Weaklev,  2  Overt.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  1000. 
(Tenn.)  99,  5  Am.  Dec.  656;  Williams  20.  Bri£rgs  v.  Garrett,  111  Pa.  St. 
V.  Saunders,  113  Va.  l.'iO,  73  S.  E.  472,  404,  2  Atl.  513,  56  Am.  Rep.  274: 
Ann.  Gas.  1913E  693;   Sweeney  v.  Schull  v.  Hopkins,  26  S.  D.  21,  127 
Baker.  13  W.  fa.  158,  31  Am.  Rep.  N.  W.  550,  29  L.R.A.(N.S.)  691. 
757;  Ingails  v.  Morrfssey,  154  Wis.  1.  Coleman  v.  MacLennan,  78  Kan. 
632,  143  N.  W.  681,  Ann.  Cas.  1915D  71,  98  Pac.  281,  130  A.  S.  R.  390,  20 
899.  L.R.A.  (N.S.)  361. 

18.  Burt  V.  Advertiser  Newspaper  2.  Rriss  v.  Ward,  14  S.  D.  240,  85 
Co.,  154  Mass.  238,  28  N.  E.  1,  13  N.  W.  182,  86  A.  S.  R.  746  and  iioit. 
L.R.A.  97  and  note;  Smith  v.  Burrus,  3-  See  supra,  par.  41,  44. 

106  Mo.  94,  16  S.  W.  SSI,  27  A.  S.  R.  4.  Banner  Pub.  Co.  v.  State,  16  Un 
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of  official  favoritism  and  misconduct,*  nor  to  imputations  of  improper 
conduct  in  o£Bce  and  of  being  actuated  by  wicked,  corrupt  or  selfish 
motives,*  nor  to  charges  calculated  to  bring  public  officers  into  con- 
tempt' Furthermore,  (diarges  of  immorality  directed  against  candi- 
dates for  office  are  not  privileged.*  Again,  even  though  chargea 
against  candidates  for  office  are  privileged,  a  publisher  may  exceed 
his  privilege  by  publishing  accusations  against  a  candidate  outside 
the  district  in  which  he  is  seeking  election.* 

CommunicaHona  as  to  Chanusier  of  Servant 

104.  In  General. — The  doctrine  that  statements  made  by  masters 
as  to  the  characters  of  tJieir  servants  are  qualifiedly  privileged  appears 
to  be  very  generally  accepted.'*  The  cases  in  whic^  this  question  of 
privilege  has  arisen  may  be  divided  into  two  classes:  those  in  which 
the  stetement  is  made  in  response  to  inquiries  by  third  persons,  and 
those  wherein  the  communication  is  uttered  voluntarily.  In  both 
classes,  the  statement  is  privileged  if  made  honestly,  fairly  and  with- 
out malice,^^  although  there  is  some  authority  for  the  view  that,  where 
a  master  volunterily  and  without  being  applied  to,  makes  a  state- 
ment prejudicial  to  the  character  of  a  servant,  it  will  be  incumbent 
on  him  to  plead  and  prove  its  truth.^*  As  in  other  cases  of  qualified 
privilege,  the  communication  is  actionable  if  uttered  maliciously.'* 
But  it  is  necessary  t^at  express  malice  be  shown,'*  unless  it  may  be 
inferred  from  the  character  of  the  charge.'*   The  presumption  that 

(Tenn.)  176,  57  Am.  Rep.  214  and  R.  Co.  v.  Medley  (Okla.)  156  Pac  211, 

note.  L.R.A.1916D  587. 

6.  Levert  v.  Daily  States  Pub.  Co.,  Note:  104  A.  S.  B.  149. 

123  La.  594,  49  So.  206,  131  A.  S.  R.  11.  Fresh  v.  Cutter,  73  Md.  87,  20 

356  and  note,  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  726.  Atl.  774,  25  A.  S.  E.  575,  10  L.R^ 

6.  Wofford  V.  Meeks,  129  Ala.  349,  67. 

30  So.  625,  87  A.  S.  B.  66  and  note,  12.  Note:  4  LR.A.(N.S.)  1107. 

65  L.R.A.  214.  13.  Chipley  v.  Atkinson,  23  Fla.  206, 

Note:  3  Britiah  Rul.  Caa.  486.  1  So.  934,  11  A.  S.  B.  367  and  note; 

7.  Bourreseau  v.  Detroit  Evening  Tlullenbeck  v.  Ristine,  105  la.  488,  75 
Jonmal  Co.,  63  Mich.  425,  30  N.  W.  W.  355,  67  A.  S.  R.  306;  Warner 
376,  6  A.  S.  B.  320  and  note;  Palmer  v.  Clark,  45  La.  Ann.  863,  13  So.  203, 
V.  Concord,  48  N.  H.  211,  97  Am.  Dec  21  L.B.A.  502;  Trimble  v.  Morrisb,  152 
605.    See  also  generally,  par.  40,  4L  Mich.  624,  116  N.  W.  451,  16  L.B.A. 

8.  Coffin  V.  -Brown,  94  Md.  190,  50  (N.S.)  1017  and  note. 

Atl.  567,  89  A.  S.  B.  422  and  note,     Note:  4  LR.A.(N.S.)  1114. 
55  L.R.A.  732.  See  generally,  supra,  par.  88. 

9.  State  V.  Hoskins,  109  la.  656,  80  14.  Bacon  v«  Michigan  Central  R. 
N.  W.  1063,  77  A.  S.  R.  560,  47  LR.A.  Co.,  55  Mich.  224,  21  N.  W.  324,  54 
223.   As  to  effect  of  exceeding  privi-  Am.  Rep.  372. 

lege,  see  supra,  par.  89.  15.  Sunley  t.  Metropolitan  Life  Ins. 

10.  Wabash  R.  Co.  v.  Young,  162  Co.,  132  la.  123,  109  N.  W.  463,  13 
Ind.  102,  69  N.  E.  1003,  4  LR.A.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  9L 

(N.S.)  1091  and  note;  Chicago,  etc., 

356 


Digitized  by  Google 


17  E.  C.  U 


UBEL  Al^D  SLANDER 


8  105 


a  publication  of  the  reason  of  the  discharge  of  an  employee  was  made 

in  good  faith  must  prevail,  where  it  was  made  after  investigation, 
and  embodied  the  result  of  tiie  inquiry  in  accordance  with  the  wraght 
of  evidence,  if  clothed  in  temperate  and  decorous  language,  and  there 
is  no  extrinsic  fact  or  circumstance  having  a  tendency  to  show  malice.** 
The  fact  that  a  communication  respecting  the  character  of  a  serv- 
ant contains  a  charge  of  crime  does  not  deprive  it  of  its  privileged 
character.*'  Moreover,  it  has  been  held  that  the  privilege  of  one 
who,  in  answering  an  inquiry  as  to  the  character  of  a  servant,  makes 
statements  as  of  information  received  from  others,  does  not  depend 
on  his  personal  bona  fiide  belief  in  the  truth  of  tJie  facts  stated,  or  on 
whether  or  not  he  ought  to  have  believed  them,  or  was  reckless  and 
careless  in  believing  ^em.  The  person  who  makes  the  inquiry  is 
entitled  to  the  information  which  has  come  to  the  person  to  whom 
the  inquiry  is  addressed,  and  the  statement  that  information  has  come 
to  him,  if  honestly  made  in  answer  to  the  inquiry,  is  a  privileged 
communication.**  The  general  question  of  blacklisting  is  discussed 
elsewhere.** 

105.  Persons  to  Whom  Communications  Hay  Be  Hade. — As  to  the 

persons  to  whom  a  communication  in  regard  to  the  character  of  a 
servant  may  be  made,  the  general  rule  applies  that  there  is  no  privi- 
lege, unless,  as  ^between  the  publisher  and  the  recipi^t  of  the  infor- 
mation in  question,  there  was  a  correspondence  of  interest  or  duty  in 
respect  to  the  subject  matter**  Accordingly,  it  has  been  held  that 
a  circular  letter  sent  out  by  a  firm  of  merchants  to  everyone  whose 
name  was  on  its  address  book,  stating  that  the  plaintifiF  was  no  longer 
in  their  employ  and  advising  their  friends  and  customers  to  give 
him  no  recognition  on  their  account,  is  not  privileged.*  But  the 
communication  of  t^e  grounds  for  discharging  an  employee  to  clerks 
of  the  employer  when  interested  and  acting  strictly  within  the  line 
of  their  duty  will  not  destroy  the  privilege,*  nor  will  the  fact  that 
the  statement  was  made  in  the  presence  of  the  attorney  for  the 
employer  take  away  the  privileged  character  of  the  communication, 
when  such  attorney  was  present  at  the  request  of  the  officers  of  the 
employing  company.'  In  general  it  seems  to  be  recognized  that  an 
employer  may  have  the  right  to  tell  one  of  his  employees  why  another 

16.  Bnnm      Norfolk,  et«.,  R.  C!o.,     19.  See  Labor,  vol.  16,  p.  466. 
100  Va.  619,  42  S.  E.  664,  60  L.R.A.     80.  See  sapra,  par.  88. 

47a  1.  Warner  v.  Clark,  45  La.  Ann.  863, 

17.  Abraham       Baldwin,  52  Fla.  13  So.  203,  21  L.R.A.  602. 

151,  42  So.  591,  10  Ann.  Cas.  1148,  S.  Hebner  v.  Great  Northern  Ry. 

10  LJt.A.(N.S.)  1051;  Fresh  v.  Cnt-  Co.,  78  Minn.  289,  80  N.  W.  1128,  70 

ter,  73  Md.  87,  20  AtL  774,  25  A.  S.  A.  S.  R.  387  and  note. 

R.  576,  10  Ij.R.A.  67.  3.  BrougKton  v.  UttOrew.  39  Fed. 

18.  Doane  v.  Grew,  220  Mass.  171,  672,  5  LJI.A.  406. 
107  N.  E.  620,  L.R.A.1915C  774. 
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of  his  servants  has  been  discharged.*  Even  where  a  publication  as 
to  the  character  of  an  employee  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  agents  of 
otheB  employers,  to  enable  them  to  avoid  the  employment  of  unsuit- 
able persons,  it  has  been  held  privileged,  although  no  request  for  such 
information  had  been  made.^  A  charge  of  theft  made  in  the  pres- 
ence of  other  employees  has  been  held  privileged,  when  made  in 
answer  to  an  inquiry  by  the  person  who  complained  of  the  publica-' 
tion  as  to  the  reason  for  a  deduction  from  his  wages.* 

CommuniccUiom  in  Furtherance  of  Justice,  Busi-neea  or  Mutual 

Interests 

106.  Communication  to  Officer  Concerning  Commission  of  Crime. — 
A  person  who  makes  a  communication  to  a  peace  officer  concerning 
the  commission  of  crime  is  not  liable  to  an  action  for  libel  or  slander, 

according  to  the  weight  of  authority,  if  the  communication  was  made 
in  good  faith  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  an  offender  to  justice.' 
Thus,  statements  made  to  a  sheriff  while  engaged  in  hunting  for 
persons  guilty  of  felony  have  been  held  qualifiedly  privileged,*  as 
have  also  statements  made  to  "a  detective  with  regard  to  the  theft 
of  property  or  to  the  state's  attorney  in  charge  of  a  .prosecution,** 
or  to  the  assistants  of  such  attorney.**  So  also  the  occupant  of  one 
house  is  not  liable  for  calling  the  attention  of  ihe  police  to  another 
liouse  in  the  neighborhood,  when  he  acts  in  good  faith.**  To  be 
privileged,  however,  a  communication  concerning  the  commission 
of  crime  must  not  only  be  made  in  good  faith  but  it  must  not  be 
made  recklessly,  especially  where  no  facts  are  stated,  but  mere  rumors, 
that  might  easily  have  been  ascertained  to  be  untrue.*'  Furthermore, 
if  the  officer,  to  whom  a  communication  was  made,  did  not  have 
jurisdiction  of  the  matter  in  question,  the  person  making  it  must 

4.  Denver  Public  Warehouse  Co.  v.  141,  L.R.A.1915E  413  and  note. 
Holloway,  34  CoIo.*432,  83  Pac.  131,  9.  Sbinglemeyer    v.    Wright,  124 
114  A.  S.  R.  171,  7  Ann.  Cas.  840,  3  Mich.  230,  82  N.  W.  887,  50  L.R.A 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  696.  129. 

5.  Missouri  Pac.  R.  Co.  v.  Richmond,  10.  Brinsfield  v.  Howetb,  107  Md. 
73  Tex.  568,  11  S.  W.  555,  15  A.  S.  278,  68  Atl.  566,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  583. 
R.  794  and  note,  4  L.R.A.  280  and  11.  SchuUz  v.  Strauss,  127  Wis.  325, 
note.  As  to  blacklisting  generally,  see  106  N.  W.  1066,  7  Ann.  Cae.  528  and 
Labor,  vol.  16,  p.  466.  note. 

6.  Christopher  v.  Akin,  214  Mass.  12.  Hyatt  t.  Lindner,  133  La.  614, 
332,  101  N.  E.  971,  46  L.R.A.(N.S.)  63  So.  241,  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  256  and 
104.  (This  decision  is  based,  partly  note;  Flynn  v.  Boglarsky,  164  Micji. 
at  least,  on  the  ground  that  the  state-  513,  129  N.  W.  674,  32  L.RA.(N.S.) 
incnt  was  made  for  the  purpose,  of  740  and  note. 

protecting  the  interest  of  the  employ-  13.  Miller  v.  Nuckolls,  77  Ark.  64, 

er.)  91  S.  W.  759,  113  A.  S.  R.  122  and 

7.  Note:  7  Ann.  Cas.  113.  note,  7  Ann.  Cas.  110  and  not^  4 

8.  Beshirs  v.  Allen  (Okla.)  148  Pac.  L.H.A.{N.S.)  149  and  note. 
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show  that  he  believed,  in  good  faiih,  that  the  officer  was  the  proper 
person  to  inform.    However,  if  one  who  has  communicated  to  an 

officer  the  facts  of  a  suppos^  crime  believes  the  communication  to 
be  true,  it  has  been  held  that  while  his  belief  must  be  founded  on 
some  information  he  need  not  prove  that  he  had  reasonable  grounds 
for  such  belief.** 

107.  Commanications  In  Fnrtherance  of  Business  or  Hutual  Inter- 
ests Generally. — According  to  the  principles  underlying  numerous 
authorities  communications  made  in  the  usual  course  of  business 
enjoy  a  certain  privil^,"^  at  least  when  made  in  the  discharge  of  a 
duty  to  the  person  to  whom  the  information  is  sent,**  or  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  mutual  business  interests."  For  example,  a 
communication  made  in  an  attempt  to  apprehend  one  who  is  believed 
to  have  defrauded  both  parties  to  such  communication  has  been  held 
to  be  privileged.**  Similarly,  it  has  been  held  that  conversations 
l)etween  creditors  of  the  same  debtor  in  reference  to  their  common 
iuterests  are  qualiliedly  privileged,  as  such  creditors  are  mutually 
interested  in  procuring  the  payment  of  their  claims.**  A  confidential 
communication  by  one  whose  property  has  been  burned,  to  a  fellow 
sufferer,  of  the  fact  that  he  had  been  informed  of  another's  intention 
to  bum  the  property,  made  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  his  aid  in 
ascertaining  the  autiior  of  the  fire,  has'  also  been  deemed  to  be  privi- 
leged.^* Tlie  publication  of  a  charge  of  infringement  of  copyright, 
when  made  by  the  person  claiming  exclusive  rights  thereunder,  has 
been  held  to  be  qualifiedly  privileged,  on  ihe  theory  that  there  is  a 
duty  to  keep  persons  out  of  litigation  by  reason  of  any  possible 
infringement.*  At  the  same  time,  it  is  recognized  tiiat  a  defamatory 
publication  made  purely  in  the  interest  of  one's  own  business  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  an  advantage  over  a  rival  is  not  privileged.* 
In  the  case  of  bank  cashiers,  it  has  been  held  that  they  are  qualifiedly 
privileged  in  the  dischai^e  of  the  various  duties  cast  on  them  by  the 
nature  of  their  employment,  such  as  the  making  of  reports  of  the 
financial  standing  of  persons  offered  as  sureties  on  obligations  to  their 

14.  Joseph  V.  Baors,  142  Wis.  390,  20.  Edwards  t.  Kevil,  133  Ey.  392, 
125  N.  W.  913,  135  A.  S.  R.  1076.      118  S.  W.  273,  134  A.  S.  E.  463,  28 

15.  Stallings  v.  Newman,  26  Ala.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  551. 

300,  62  Am.  Dec.  723  and  note.  1.  John  W.  Lovdl  Co.  Houghton, 

16.  Meloher  v.  Heeler,  48  Colo.  233.  116  N.  Y.  520,  22  N.  E.  1066,  6  L.K.A. 
110  Pac.  181,  139  A.  S.  R.  273  and  363. 

cote;  Hart  v.  Reed,  1  B.  Mon.  (Ky.)  2.  Holmes  t.  CUsby,  121  Ga.  241,  48 

166,  35  Am.  Dec.  179.  S.  E.  934,  104  A.  S.  R.  103  and  note; 

17.  Note:  104  A.  S.  R.  147.  Ramfaarter  v.  Olson,  26  8.  D.  499,  128 

18.  Klink  v.  Colby,  46  N.  Y.  427,  N.  W.  806,  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  253; 
7  Am.  Rep.  360.  Brown  t.  VanAaman,  85  Wis.  451,  55 

19.  Smith  V.  Agee,  178  Ala.  627,  59  N.  W.  183,  39  A.  S.  B.  860. 
So.  647,  Ann.  Caa.  ldl5B  129  and 

note. 
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banks/  or  communications  as  to  the  nonpayment  of  paper  duly 
presented  to  the  bank,  and  the  reasons  therefor.^   But  in  all  of  the 

cases  here  mentioned,  as  in  other  cases  of  privilege,  a  communication 
is  actionable  if  the  person  making  it  goes  out  of  his  way  to  defame 
another  and  does  not  contine  himself  within  the  recognized  bounds 
of  privilege.*  For  example,  although  a  creditor  may  have  a  right 
to  complain  of  slow  payments  by  his  debtor,  he  has  no  right  to  make 
wholly  unnecessary  and  irrelevant  charges  to  a  third  person  of  evil 
motives  and  dishonesty  on  the  part  of  the  debtor.* 

108.  Commonicatioiis  in  Furtherance  of  Business  of  Corporationw — 
The  courts  have  held  repeatedly  that  communications  between  mem- 
bers and  officers  of  a  corporation  in  the  promotion  of  their  common 
interests  in  the  success  of  their  undertaking  are  qualifiedly  privi- 
leged.' For  example,  where  the  wife  of  the  defendant  was  a  stock- 
holder in  a  street  railway  company,  and  informed  her  husband  that 
she  had  heard  persons  boast  that  a  car  of  the  company  driven  by 
the  plaintiff  was  a  good  "dead-head"  car  for  them,  and  the  defend- 
ant informed  the  foreman  of  the  company,  who  thereupon  witiiout 
investigation  or  notice  dismissed  the  plaintiff,  it  was  held  that  no 
action  lay,  in  the  absence  of  proof  of  malice.*  Any  person  interested 
in  a  corporation  has  been  held  to  have  the  right  to  tell  whatever  he 
knows  of  the  conduct  of  its  employees  at  the  meeting  of  the  stock- 
holders, if  he  believes,  from  his  own  observation  or  information 
received  from  other  sources,  that  his  statements  are  txue.*  So  also 
the  publication  by  a  corporation  to  its  constituents,  of  the  evidence 
collected  by  it  as  to  the  conduct  of  its  officers  and  agents,  and  its 
conclusions  on  the  evidence,  is  a  privileged  communication."  Com- 
munications between  stockholders  in  the  same  coiporation  are  quali- 
fiedly privileged  unless  the  statements  in  question  are  not  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  their  common  business  interest  and  are  not  made 
with  that  design.**  Moreover,  a  communication  from  one  corpora^ 
tion  to  another  in  reference  to  a  matter  in  which  they  have  a  common 
interest  is  privileged.** 

3.  RothholK  v.  Dnnkle,  63  N.  J.  L.  Fraternal  Union,  222  Mo.  656,  121  8. 
438,  22  AtL  193,  26  A.  S.  R.  432,  13  W.  100,  26  L.RA.(N.S.)  1080  and 
L.R.A.  665.  note. 

4.  Caldwell  v.  Story,  107  Ky.  10,  62  8.  Han^  t.  Trost,  34  La.  Ann.  1146, 
S.  W.  850,  46  L.R.A.  735.  44  Am.  R«p.  46L 

6.  Moore  v.  ManufaetorerB*  Nat.     9.  Brou^ton  v.  McGrew,  39  Fed. 
Bank,  123  N.  T.  420,  25  N.  £.  1043,  672,  5  L.R.A.  406. 
11  L.R.A.  763.  10.  Philadelphia,  etc.,  B.  Co.  v.  Quig- 

6.  SnUivan  ▼.  Strathan-Hutton-  ley,  21  How.  202,  16  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
Evans  Commission  Co.,  162  Mo.  268,  73. 

53  S.  W.  912,  47  L.R.A.  859.  11.  Chamber  v.  Leiser,  43  Wash. 

7.  Denver  Publie  Warehouse  Co.  v.  285,  86  Pac.  627,  10  Ann.  Cas.  270 
Holloway,  34  Colo.  432,  83  Pao.  131,  and  note. 

114  A.  S.  R.  171,  7  Ann.  Cas.  840,  ^2.  Edmondson  v.  Birch,  [19071  1 
3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  006;  Holmes  v.  Royal  K.  B.  371,  76  L.  J.  E.  B.  346,  96  L. 
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109.  Petitions  for  Redress  of  Grievances  Generally. — ^It  is  a  gen- 
eral rule  that  communications  made  to  a  body  or  officer  having  power 
to  redress  a  grievance  complained  of  or  having  cognizance  of  the 
subject  matter  of  such  communications  are  quaUiiedly  privileged.*' 
This  doctrine  is  based,  partly  at  least,  on  the  anoint  right  of  sub- 
jects to  petition  the  English  king  or  Parliament  for  a  redress  of  griev- 
ances, a  right  which  is  recognized  in  our  bills  of  rights.^*  Thus, 
it  has  been  held  that  an  action  for  libel  will  not  lie,  without  proof 
of  repress  malice,  for  presenting  to  a  board  of  excise  a  remonstrance 
against  granting  the  plaintiff  a  tavern  license,  charging  him  with 
being  a  professional  pettifogger,  and  stirring  up  suits,  and  endeavor- 
ing to  have  justices'  courts  appointed  at  his  tavern.  Likewise,  the 
presenting  of  such  a  remonstrance  to  othws  for  signatures,  without 
proof  of  express  malice,  is  not  actionable." 

110.  Petitions  as  to  Misconduct,  Removal  or  Appointment  of 
Officials. — It  is  generally  held  that  a  complaint  against  a  pubHc  officer 
or  employee,  made  to  his  superior  or  to  a  body  having  control  over 
him,  is  qualifiedly  privileged  within  the  law  of  libel  and  slander,  and 
hence  does  not  impose  on  the  complainant  any  liability,  irrespective 
of  whether  the  statements  therein  contained  are  false,  provided  they 
are  not  made  maliciously.**  Thus,  a  petition  to  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  for  the  removal  of  an  inspector  of  customs  has  been  held 
actionable  only  on  proof  of  malice  or  want  of  probable  cause.*'  It 
has  also  been  held  that  a  qualified  privilege  attaches  to  a  petition  to 
a  town  council  for  the  removal  from  office  of  a  constable,**  to  a  com- 
plaint of  a  postmaster  against  a  mail  carrier,**  and  to  a  communica- 
tion by  a  superintendent  of  the  United  States  Naval  Academy  to  the 
secretary  of  the  navy  in  reference  to  a  professor  at  such  academy.** 
But  where  a  statement  is  made,  not  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the 
removal  of  a  person  from  office,  but  only  for  the  purpose  of  affecting 

T.  N.  S.  415,  23  Times  L.  Rep.  234,  tine,  38  App.  Caa.  (D.  C.)  41*3,  Ann. 

7  Ann.  Cas.  192,  1  British  Rul.  Caa.  Cas.  1913C  821  and  note;  Jozsa  v. 

444.  Moroney,  125  la.  813,  51  So  908, 

13.  White  V.  Nicholls,  3  How.  266,  19  Ann.  Cas.  1193  and  note,  27  L.R.A. 
11  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  591;  McAllister  v.  (N.S.)  104L 

Detroit  Free  Press  Co.,  76  Mich.  338,  Notes:  104  A.  S.  B.  122:  5  L.R.A. 

43  N.  W.  431,  15  A.  S.  R.  318;  Mc-  fN.S.)  163;  25  L.B.A.(N.S.)  455  et 

Kee  V.  Hughes,  133  Tenn.  455,  181  seq. 

S.  W.  930,  L.R.A.1916D  391  and  note.  17.  Howard  v.  Thompson,  21  Wend. 

Note:  104  A.  S.  R.  122.  (N.  Y.)  319,  34  Am.  Deo.  238  and 

14.  Yancey  v.  Com.,  135  Ky.  207,  note. 

122  S.  W.  123,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  455;  IB.  Kent  v.  BonRartz,  15  B.  L  72, 

Harris  v.  Huntington,  2  Tyler  (Vt.)  22  Atl.  1023,  2  A.  S.  B.  870. 

129,  4  Am.  Dec.  728.  19.  Peterson    v.    Steenerson,  113 

15.  Vanderzee  v.  McGregor,  12  Minn.  87,  129  N.  W.  147,  31  L.R.A. 
Wend.  (N.  Y.)  545,  27  Am.  Dec.  156.  (N.S.)  674. 

16.  White  V.  Nicholls,  3  How.  266,  20.  Maurice  v.  Worden,  64  Md.  233, 
11  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  591;  Farr  v.  Valen-  39  Am.  Rep.  384. 
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injuriously  the  one  who  appointed  him,  it  enjoys  no  privileged  More- 
over, it  is  generally  agreed  by  the  authorities  that  a  communication, 
verbal  or  written,  regarding  the  character  or  conduct  of  a  public 
officer,  made  to  a  person  or  persons  having  no  authority  to  afford 
redress  in  the  matter,  is  not  privileged  within  the  law  of  libel  and 
slander,*  although  some  courts  have  held  such  statements  privileged 
when  made  to  the  person  whom  the  one  making  the  communication 
reasonably  supposes  to  have  such  authority.*  It  should  be  noted, 
however,  that  according  to  a  few  authorities  proceedings  looking  to 
the  removal  of  public  officers  are  absolutely  privileged,*  especially 
where  impeachment  proceedings  are  contemplated.*  In  the  case  of 
statements  in  reference  to  applicants  for  ofRce,  the  principle  of  quali- 
fied privilege  has  been  applied.*  For  example,  a  statement  made  to 
a  post  office  inspector,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  by  him  in  reference  to 
an  applicant  for  a  poet  office  appointment,  is  so  far  privileged  as  to 
protect  the  party  making  the  communication  if  it  was  made  from 
an  honest  motive,  and  witliout  actual  malice.' 

111.  Communicatioiis  as  to  Sohool  Teachers  or  School  Affairs. — 
Owing  to  the  great  interest  of  parents  and  otiier  members  of  the 
community  in  the  maintenance  of  high  standards  of  morality  and 
efficiency  in  the  public  schools,  it  is  generally  recognized  that  com- 
munications to  the  proper  authorities  in  reference  to  school  teachei*s 
are  qualifiedly  privileged.*  Thus,  a  petition  by  persons  interested 
in  a  certain  school  to  the  superintendent  of  schools  to  prevent  the 
appointment  of  a  certain  applicant  for  the  position  of  teacher  is  quali- 
fiedly privileged  •  as  are  also  a  report  by  a  duly  authorized  examiner 
to  a  school  committee  in  reference  to  the  qualifications  of  an  appli- 
cant for  a  teaching  position,'^  a  request  by  a  school  board  to  the  com- 
missioner of  schools  that  he  exercise  his  power  to  revoke  the  license 
of  a  certain  teacher,**  and  a  report  by  a  school  superintendent  or 
other  <^cial  in  reference  to  the  character  of  a  teacher.'*    Not  only 

1.  Coffin  V.  Brown,  94  Hd.  IdO,  50  Atl  813,  22  A.  S.  R.  126,  11  L.B.A. 
Atl.  567,  89  A.  S.  R.  422,  55  I1.R.A.  162. 

732.  8.  Bodwell    v.    Osgood,    3  Pick. 

2.  Logan  t.  Hodges,  146  N.  C.  38,  (Mass.)  379,  15  Am.  Deo.  228  and 
59  S.  £.  349,  14  Ann.  Caa.  103  and  note. 


4.  Notes:  25  L.RX(N.S.)  455;  19  8  N.  W.  71,  40  Am.  Rep.  477. 


6.  Yancey  v.  Com.,  135  Ky.  207, 122  40,  12  Am.  Rep.  41. 
S.  W.  123,  25  L.R.A.(N.8.)  455.  11.  Fmley      Steele,  159  Mo.  299, 

6.  Cooper  v.  Rhodes,  38  Fla.  240,  21  60  S.  W.  108,  52  Xi.R.A.  852. 

So.  100,  56  A.  S.  R.  170;  Irion  v.  12.  Tanner  Stevenson,  138  Ky. 
Knapp,  132  La.  60,  60  So.  719,  43  678,  128  S.  W.-878,  30  UR.A.(N.8.) 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  940.  200  and  nota 

7.  Pusnett  v.  Marble,  62  Yt.  481,  20 


note. 

3.  Note:  14  Ann.  Cas.  107. 


Note:  49  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1033. 
9.  Weiman  v.  Mabee,  45  Mich.  484, 


Ann.  Caa.  1198. 


10.  Hammond  v.  Hussey,  51  N.  H. 
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eomrauni  cations  in  reference  to  school  teachers  but  other  statements 
made  for  the  protection  of  tiie  pupils  in  a  school  appear  to  be  privi- 
leged. For  example,  a  letter  sent  to  a  superintendent  of  schools  by 
the  father  of  a  pupil  containing  charges  of  impropriety  by  another 
pupil  on  the  school  grounds  during  school  or  recess  hours  has  been 
held  qualifiedly  privileged." 

112.  Reports  by  or  to  Mercantile  Agencies  and  Similar  Associa- 
tions.— The  question  as  to  whether  or  not  the  reports  of  mercantile 
agencies  in  reference  to  the  financial  standing  of  persons  are  of  a 
privileged  character  has  led  to  a  conflict  of  authority.  A  majority 
of  the  decisions  lay  down  the  rule  that  a  report  made  by  a  mercantile 
agency  is  privileged  when  it  is  furnished  to  those  who  have  ah  inter- 
est in  the  matter,  but  that  it  loses  ita  privileged  character  when  it  is 
furnished  to  the  agency's  subscribers  generally,^*  and  to  those  hav- 
ing no  interest  in  the  standing  of  the  person  concerning  whom  the 
report  is  made.^*  A  gratuitous  report  as  to  the  financial  standing  of 
a  business  corporation  furnished  by  a  bank  to  such  an  agency  has 
also  been  held  privileged  when  made  in  good  faith  and  in  response 
to  an  inquiry."  But,  as  in  other  caste  of  qualified  privilege,  a  lack 
of  reasonable  care  and  prudence  in  the  matter  of  making  reports 
may  render  an  agency  liable  in  damages.''  Limitations  on  the  right 
to  report  financial  standing  have  appeared  in  recent  years  in  some 
deci^ons  both  in  this  country  and  in  England,  and  it  has  even  been 
laid  down  as  a  broad  principle  that  reports  by  a  mercantile  agency  to 
its  customers,  as  to  the  financial  standing  of  a  business  corporation,  are 
not  privileged  communications.**  In  England,  it  has  been  held  that 
a  mercantile  agency  engaged  in  the  business  of  obtaining  information 
with  reference  to  the  commercial  standing  and  position  of  peraons  in 
business,  and  communicating  such  information  confidenUally  to  sub- 
scribers in  response  to  their  specific  inquiries,  is  carrying  on  a  business 
for  profit  out  of  motives  of  self-interest  as  distinguished  from  an  enter- 


18.  Hansen  v.  Hansen,  126  Minn.  Nichols  v.  Dailv  Reporter  Co.,  30  Utah 

426,  148  N.  W.  45Z,  L.R.A.1915A  104.  74,  83  Pac.  573,  116  A.  S.  R.  796,  8 

14.  PoUasky  v.  Minehener,  81  Mi.li.  Ann.  Cas.  847,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  339 
280,  46  N.  W.  6,  21  A.  S.  R.  616,  9  and  note;  Denney  v.  Northwestern 
L.R.A.  102.  Credit  Ass'n,  55  Wash.  331,  104  Pac. 

15.  Johnson  v.  Bradstreet  Co.,  77  769,  25  L.R.A.'y.S.)  1021. 

Ga.  172,  4  A.  S.  R.  77»and  note;     Notes:  12  A-,.-.    Cas.  14»;  2  British 

Mitehell  V.  Bradstreet  Co.,  116  Mo.  226,  Rul.  Cas.  215. 

22  S.  W.  358,  724,  38  A.  S.  R.  592,     16.  Richardson  v.  'Gunly,  88  Kan. 

20  L.R.A.  138;  King  v.  Patterson,  49  47,  127  Pae.  633,  42  L.R.A.(N.8.)  520 

N.  J.  L.  417,  9  Atl.  705,  60  Am.  Rep.  and  note. 

622;  Snnderlin  v.  Bradstreet,  46  N.     17.  Douglass  v.  Daisley,  114  Fed. 

Y.  188,  7  Am.  Rep.  322;  Woodruff  v,  628,  52  C.  C.  A.  324.  67  L.B.A.  475. 
Bradstreet  Co.,  116  N.  Y,  217,  22  N.      18.  Pacific  Packing  Co.  v.  Bradstreet ' 

E.  354,  5  L.R.A.  555;  Bradstreet  Co.  Co.,  25  Idaho  696,  139  Pae.  1007,  51 

V.  Gill,  72  Tex.  115,  9  S.  W.  753,  13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  893. 
A.  8.  R.  768  and  note,  2  L.R.A.  405; 
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prise  ID  the  general  interest  of  society,  and  its  communications  are 
not  privileged  within  the  law  of  libel  and  slander.^*  It  has  also 
been  held  tiiat  an  unincorporated  trade  protection  association  which 
in  answer  to  an  inquiry  from  a  member  as  to  the  financial  position 
of  a  business  concern  writes  a  letter  which  is  defamatory  of  Uie  con- 
cern is  not  entitled  to  say  that  the  occasion  is  privileged,  where  the 
information  is  obtained  by  the  association  for  a  fee  from  a  person 
who  is  neither  servant  nor  agent  of  the  association  or  of  any  member 
of  it  or  of  any  benevolent  society.**  Certain  American  decisions  turn 
largely  on  the  question  of  motive  in  the  making  of  mercantile  reports. 
Thus,  it  has  been  held  that  a  book  containing  a  list  of  delinquent 
debtors  is  libelous,  and  not  privileged,  if  it  is  published  by  an  asso- 
ciation for  distribution  among  its  members  or  subscribers,  where  its 
manifest  purpose  is  to  coerce  payment  of  claims,  the  name  of  each 
delinquent  being  dropped  from  the  list  and  the  fact  of  his  having 
made  payment  announced  as  soon  as  it  occurred.*  So  also  the  plac- 
ing of  the  name  of  a  member  of  a  voluntary  association  on  a  black 
list,  as  authorized  by  its  by-laws,  for  failure  to  pay  a  debt,  has  been 
held  not  privileged  as  a  mattdr  of  law.*  On  the  other  hand,  it  has 
been  held  that  an  agreement  between  the  members  of  a  wholesale 
dealer's  association  to  report  delinquent  retailers  and  refuse  them 
credit  until  their  debt  is  paid,  with  notice  to  all  retailers  in  advance 
of  such  agreement,  is  valid,  and  that  a  mistaken  report  of  such  asso- 
ciation of  the  delinquency  of  a  retailer  does  not  render  such  false 
report  libelous  per  se,  although  the  member  is  of  course  liable  for 
all  damages  caused  by  reporting  one  as  delinquent  when  in  fact  he 
is  not.*  A  mere  direction  in  a  book  issued  by  a  mercantile  agency, 
to  inquire  at  the  office  of  the  agency  with  respect  to  the  plaintiff, 
no  rating  being  given,  is  not  necessarily  libelous.* 

Statements  in  Self-defense  or  Mutual  Controversy 

113.  Statements  in  Self-defense. — In  an  honest  endeavor  to  vindi- 
cate himself  and  his  own  interests  a  person  is  often  privileged  to  make 
statements  which  would  otherwise  be  regarded  as  defamatory.'  Thus, 

19.  Macintosh  v.  Dun,  [1908]  A.  C.  2.  Weston  v.  Barnicoat,  175  Mass. 
390,  77  L.  J.  P.  C.  113,  99  L.  T.  N.  S.  454,  56  N.  E.  619,  49  L.R.A.  612  and 
64,  24  Times  L.  Rep.  705,  52  Sol.  J.  note. 

580,  12  Ann.  Cas.  146  and  note,  2  3.  Woodhouse  v.  Powles,  43  Wash. 

British  Rul.  Cas.  203  and  note.  617,  86  Pac.  1063,  117  A.  S.  R.  1079, 

20.  Greenlands  v.  Wilmshurst,  [1913]  11  Ann.  Cas.  64  and  note,  8  L.R.A. 
3  K.  B.  (Eng.)  507,  Ann.  Cos.  IfllSB  (N.S.)  783  and  note. 

290  and  note.  4.  Denney  v.  Northwestern  Credit 

1.  Muetze  v.  Tuteur,  77  Wis.  236,  Ass'n,  55  Wash.  331,  104  Pac.  769, 

46  N.  W.  123,  20  A.  S.  R,  115,  9  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1021  and  note. 

L.R.A.  86.  5.  Sternberg  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Miller,  etc.. 

Note:  11  Ann.  Cas.  57.  Mfg.  Co.,  170  Fed,  298,  95  C.  C.  A. 
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if  one's  good  name  is  assailed  in  a  newspaper,  he  may  reply  defend- 
ing himself,  and  if  his  reply  is  made  in  good  faith,  without  malice, 
and  is  not  unnecessarily  defamatory  of  bis  assailant,  it  is  privileged.* 
Even  though  false,  a  publication  which  is  fairly  an  answer  to  a  libel, 
if  published  in  good  faith  for  the  puipose  of  repelling  a  charge,  is 
privil^ed.^  But  a  communication  will  lose  its  privileged  character, 
if  the  person  attacked  goes  further  than  to  midce  full  answer  and 
reasonable  explanation,  and  uses  statements  unnecessarily  defama- 
tory.* ^  On  the  theory  that  such  publications  are  made  in  self-defense 
a  notice  by  a  husband  not  to  credit  his  wife  may  be  regarded  as 
privileged,  but  it  is  only  when  a  husband  has  permitted  his  wife  to 
trade  on  his  credit  that  notice  to  tradesmen  is  necessary  to  protect  his 
interests.*  A  reply  to  the  letter  of  an  attorney  for  another  in  refer- 
ence to  a  matter  in  which  the  person  making  the  reply  is  concerned 
is  privileged." 

114.  Statements  in  Mutual  Controversy. — ^An  action  of  slander  is 
not  to  be  encouraged  for  words  uttered  while  persons  are  mutually 

engaged  in  bandying  opprobrious  epithets.  Hence,  in  such  a  case 
the  trial  court  may  in  some  jurisdictions  approve  a  verdict  for  the 
defendant,  although  the  utterance  of  slanderous  words  is  proved, 
the  nile  therein  being  that  a  communication  made  in  the  course  of 
an  altercation  and  bearing  sonle  reasonable  relation  to  the  subject 
matter  of  the  controversy  is  qualifiedly  privileged,  and  it  should  be 
left  to  the  jury  to  say  whether  ^e  defendant  has  abused  his  privi- 
lege.** However,  provoking  acts  are  no  defense  for  the  slander  of 
one  who  did  not  participate  in  them."  On  the  other  hand,  it  has 
been  held  by  other  authorities  that  the  fact  that  the  plaintiff  has 
defamed  the  defendant  and  has  thus  provoked  a  defamatory  remark 
from  the  defendant  can  be  pleaded  only  in  mitigation  and  not  in  bar 
of  an  action  by  the  plaintiff  for  the  defendant's  misconduct**  Accord- 

494,  18  Ann.  Cas.  69  and  note;  Jones  10.  Dickinson  v.  Hathaway,  122  La. 
V.  Forehand,  89  Ga.  520,  16  S.  E.  262,  643,  48  So.  136,  21  L.R.A.(N.S.)  33 
32  A.  S.  R.  81;  McAllister  v.  Detroit  and  note;  Brown  v.  Elm  City  Lumber 
Free  Press  Co.,  76  Mich.  338,  43  N.  Co.,  167  N.  C.  9,  82  S.  E.  961,  L.B.A. 
W.  431,  15  A.  8.  B.  318  and  note.       1915E  275. 

Note:  104  A.  S.  R.  143.  11.  Goldberg  v.  Dobberton,  46  La. 

6.  Patton  V.  Cruce,  72  Ark.  421,  81  Ann.  1303,  16  So.  192,  28  L.R.A.  721 
S.  W.  380,  105  A.  S.  B.  46  and  note,  and  note;  Bloom  v.  Crescioni,  109  La. 
65  L.R.A.  937.  667,  33  So.  724,  94  A.  8.  R.  456; 

7.  Brewer  v.  Chase,  121  Mich.  526,  Sullings  v.  Shakespeare,  46  Mich.  408, 
80  N.  W.  575,  80  A.  8.  R.  527,  46  9  N.  W.  451,  41  Am.  Rep.  166;  Alder- 
L.R.A.  397.  son  v.  Kahle,  73  W.  Va.  690,  80  8.  B. 

8.  Byrne  t.  Punk,  38  Wash.  506,  80  1109,  51  L.B.A.(N.S.)  1198. 

Pac  772,  3  Ann.  Cas.  647.    See  also  12.  Williams  v.  McManos,  88  La. 

next  sncceeding  paragraph.  Ann.  161,  58  Am.  Rep.  171. 

9.  Smith  V.  Smith,  73  Mich.  446,  41  13.  Sternberg  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Miller, 
N.  W.  499,  16  A.  S.  B.  694,  3  L.E^.  etc.,  Mfg.  Co.,  170  Fed.  298,  95  C.  C. 
52.  A.  494,  18  Ann.  Cas.  69  and  note; 
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ing  to  this  view,  one  libel  cannot  be  set  off  against  another.  Hence 
it  has  been  held  to  be  no  defense  to  an  action  of  libel  that  the  plain- 
tiff and  the  defendant  voluntarily  engaged  in  a  newspc4>6r  contro- 
versy and  lavished  slanderous  imputations  on  each  other,  and  so  were 
equally  at  fault,  although  if  one  is  libeled  in  a  newspaper,  and,  reply- 
ing in  the  heat  of  passion,  goes  beyond  what  is  required  for  a  full 
and  fair  reply,  and  publishes  an  independent  libel  against  his  oppo- 
nent, the  original  or  Brst  libel  may  be  considered  by  the  jury  in 
mitigation  of  damages.'*  The  circumstance  tliat  the  first  harsh  expres- 
sion was  used  by  the  plaintiff  may,  however,  under  some  circum- 
stances constitute  no  defense  or  mitigation  whatsoever  in  an  action 
of  slander,  as  for  instance  where  such  expression  was  provoked  by 
the  conduct  of  the  defendant.'* 

Statementt  Affecting  Moral  or  Social  DvHet  and  Fiduciary  Rehtiont 

lis.  In  General. — Among  the  many  kinds  of  communications 
which  are  held  to  be  at  least  qualifiedly  privileged  there  are  a  number 
which  appear  to  be  so  considered  chiefly  because  of  the  intimate 
relations  subsisting  between  the  parties  as  a  result  of  affinity,  con- 
sanguinity, friendship,  some  fiduciary  relationship,  or  membership 
in  certoin  religious,  social,  fraternal  or  other  organizations.  Most  of 
these  cases  will  on  examination  be  found  to  come  within  the  following 
broad  general  rule:  A  communication  is  qualifiedly  privileged  when 
made  in  good  faith  in  answer  to  one  having  an  interest  in  the  infor- 
mation sought,  or  if  volunteered,  when  the  person  to  whom  the  com- 
munication is  made  has  an  interest  in  it,  and  the  person  by  whom  it 
is  made  stands  in  such  a  relation  to  him  as  to  make  it  a  proper  or 
reasonable  duty  to  give  the  information.'*  A  more  particular  treat- 
ment of  the  privilege  attaching  to  some  of  the  commoner  relationships 
of  life  is,  however,  given  in  the  paragraphs  next  succeeding.*'  In 
addition  there  are  a  few  other  confidential  relationships  to  which  a 
certain  degree  of  privilege  has  attached  that  may  be  here  considered. 
For  example,  communications  between  a  principal  and  his  agent  are 
privileged  if  made  concerning  some  matter  in  which  both  parties 
have  an  interest  or  duty.'*  Obviously,  also,  advice  given  by  an  attor- 

Hartford  v.  State,  96  Ind.  461,  49  IB.  HobI^  t.  Brooks,  20  HI  116,  71 
Am.  Rm>.  186;  Maynard  v.  Beardsley,  Am.  Dec.  252. 

7  Wend.  (K  T.)  560,  22  Am.  Dee.     16.  Sunderlin  v.  Bradstreet,  46  N. 
5r>  and  note:  De  Oamp  v.  Archibald,  T.  188,  7  Am.  Bep.  322. 
50  Ohio  St  618,  36  N.  £.  1066,  40     Notes:  104  A.  S.  R.  145;  9  Eng. 
A.  S.  R.  692.  Bnl  Cas.  72. 

Note:  28  L.B.A.  721.  17.  See  supra,  par.  111-114. 

14.  Patton  V.  Grace,  72  Ark.  81  18.  Bohlinger  v.  Germania  Life  Ins. 
S.  W.  380,  105  A  S.  B.  46  ana  now^  Co.,  100  Ark.  477, 140  S.  W.  257,  Ann. 


65  L.R.A.  937. 


Cas.  1913C  613  and  note,  36  L.R.A. 
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ney  to  his  client  is  privileged,'*  and  it  is  not  necessary  Uiat  a  fee  be 
asVed  or  expected  in  order  to  invoke  the  same  doctrine  in  favor  of 
a  communication  by  the  client  to  his  attorney.**  Likewise,  a  state- 
ment made  by  a  physician  to  his  patient  is  privileged  and  this  rule 
has  been  held  to  apply  even  though  the  statement  was  made  in  the 
presence  of  a  near  relative,  as  a  sister,  if  the  patient  requested  such 
presence.^  It  has  also  been  held  that  if  a  man  is  accused  of  seduc- 
tion, and  a  friend  of  the  father  of  the  girl  alleged  to  have  been 
seduced,  at  the  instance  of  the  father,  writes  to  a  clergyman,  who  has 
been  acquainted  with  the  accused,  for  an  account  of  his  conduct 
while  the  clergyman  knew  him,  and  the  latter  gives  such  account  in 
good  faith  and  without  malice,  it  is  privileged." 

116.  Communications  between  Members  of  Family  or  Intimate 
Friends. — The  doctrine  of  qualified  privilege  has  been  held  to  s^ply 
to  communications  between  members  of  the  same  family,  particularly 
as  respects  discussions  about  suitors  and  affianced  persons.*  For  ex- 
ample, it  has  been  held  that  if  the  wife  of  a  half-brother  of  a  woman 
engaged  to  be  married  communicates  to  the  .latter's  sister  a  serious 
charge  which  she  has  heard  against  the  woman's  fiance,  in  order  to 
have  the  charge  brought  to  tile  attention  of  the  woman's  mother 
that  she  may  investigate  it,  the  communication  is  privileged ;  and  it  is 
not  necessary  that  the  one  making  it  should  have  such  information 
on  the  subject  as  to- make  her  believe  the  charge.*  In  the  case  of  a 
communication  by  an  intimate  friend,  who  is  not  a  relative,  it  has 
been  held  that  a  certain  privilege  attaches  thereto,  especially  when 
such  communication  is  made  in  response  to  a  direct  inquiry.*  It  ha^ 
also  been  declared  that  confidential  communicataons  made  in  the  usual 
course  of  domestic  or  friendly  intercourse  should  be  liberally  viewed 
by  juries.*  On  the  other  hand,  it  has  been. held  that  one  who  makes 
a  libelous  communication  to  an  unmarried  woman  concerning  her 
suitor,  to  break  up  relations  which  it  was  believed  might  result  in 
their  marriage,  though  prompted  by  friendship  and  the  solicitations 
of  mutual  friends,  acts  at  his  peril,  and  is  answerable  in  damages  to 

(N.S.)  448  and  note;  Niehols  v.  Baton,  App.  383,  68  N.  E.  197,  107  A.  S.  B. 

110  la.  509,  81  N.  W.  792,  80  A.  S.  262  and  note. 

R.  319,  47  L.R.A.  483.  Note:  104  A.  S.  R.  140. 

19.  Kmse  v.  Rabe,  80  N.  J.  L.  378,  As  icspects  the  right  of  a  parent 

70  Ail.  316,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  477,  33  in  good  faith  to  advise  a  child  to  leave 

L3.A.(N.S.)  469.  his  or  her  spouse,  see  Husband  and 

80.  Mack  V.  Sharp,  138  Mioh.  448,  Wife,  vol.  13,  p.  1471  et  seq. 

101  N.  W.  631,  5  Ann.  Cas.  109.  4.  McBride  v.  Ledoux,  111  La.  398, 

1.  Brice  v.  Cortis,  38  App.  Caa.  (D.  36  So.  616, 100  A.  S.  R.  491  and  note. 
C.)  304,  Ann.  Cas.  1913G  1070,  38  6.  Buisaon  v.  Hoard,  106  La.  768, 
LJLA.(N.S.)  69  and  note.  31  So.  293,  66  L.R.A.  296. 

2.  Rnde  v.  Nass,  79  Wis.  321,  48  6.  StaUings  v.  Newman,  26  Ala.  300, 
N.  W.  656,  24  A.  S.  R.  717.  62  Am.  Dee.  723  and  note. 

3.  Leonard  v.  Whetstone,  34  Ind. 
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the  person  maligned,  if  the  communicataon^  though  believed  to  be 
true,  is  shown  to  have  been  unfounded  in  fact.  In  such  a  case,  it  has 
been  said,  the  duty  not  to  defame  is  more  pressing  than  the  duty  to 
communicate  mere  defamatoiy  rumors  not  known  to  be  true.''  It 
has,  moreover,  been  held  to  bo  no  justification  for  writing  a  libelous 
letter  to  a  woman  concerning  her  suitor  that  the  writer  was  her 
friend  and  former  pastor,  and  that  the  letter  was  written  at  the  request 
of  her  parents,  who  assented  to  its  contents.^ 

117.  Commnnications  to  Relative  or  Friend  of  Plaintiff.— In  pur- 
suance of  the  general  rule  that  defamatory  words  are  privileged  when 
spoken  in  the  exercise  of  a  social  duty,  under  circumstances  which 
show  a  good  motive,  or  by  a  person  interested,  or  to  a  person  inter- 
ested, with  a  view  to  the  welfare  of  &e  parties  concerned,  communica- 
tions to  relatives  or  friends  of  the  plaintiff  have  frequently  been  held 
to  be  qualifiedly  privileged.*  For  example,  a  father  who  honestly 
believes  disparaging  reports  about  a  suitor  of  his  daughter,  and  who 
repeats  such  reports  to  friends  of  the  suitor  in  confidence,  without 
intending  to  injure  him,  but  to  convey  to  him  that  his  attentions 
to  his  daughter  must  cease,  is  not  guilty  of  slander.  His  legal  and 
moral  duty  as  a  father  makes  his  communication  privileged,  if  not 
prompted  by  malice.^*  In  numwons  instances,  it  has  been  held  that 
communications  made  in  good  faith  in  response  to  inquiries  by 
parents  in  reference  to  the  conduct  of  their  children  are  qualifiedly 
privileged.'*  But  if  one,  in  conversing  with  a  father  about  matters 
not  at  all  relating  to  his  daughter,  makes  statements  imputing  to  her 
a  want  of  chastity,  the  communication  is  not  privileged.**  Defama- 
tory statements  made  to  one  spouse  concerning  the  other  when  made 
at  the  request  of  the  former,  havel  also  been  hdd  to  be  qualifiedly 
privileged.*'  But  a  statement  by  the  father  of  one  who  Abandoned 
his  wife,  to  the  father  of  the  latter,  who  qnestioned  as  to  the  cause 
of  the  separation,  charging  in  effect  that  tlie  wife  was  unchaste  at 
the  time  of  marriage,  has  been  held  to  be  not  privileged,  especially 
if  the  speaker  originated  the  charge.**  So  idso  a  statement  made 
by  a  husband  to  his  neighbor  to  the  effect  that  he  was  going  away, 
and,  at  the  request  of  the  neighbor,  giving  as  his  reason  therefor 
the  infidelity  of  bis  wife,  has  been  held  to  be  not  privileged,  as  there 

7.  Byam  v.  Collins,  111  N.  Y.  143,  904,  22  So.  44,  62  A,  8.  B.  675  and 
19  N.  £.  76,  7  A.  S.  B.  726,  2  L.B.A.  note. 

129.  11.  Note:  L.R.A.1915A  572. 

8.  Joannee  v.  Bennett,  5  AII«i  12,  Richmond  v.  State,  58  Tex.  Cx-im, 
{Mass.)  169,  81  Am.  Dec  738  and  435,  126  S.  W.  596,  137  A.  S.  K.  973. 
note.                       *  13.  Note:  L.R.A.1915A  574. 

».  Paris  V.  Starke,  9  Dana  (Ky.)  14.  Davis  v.  State,    (Tex.  rrim.) 


128,  33  Am.  Dec.  536. 
Note:  104  A.  S.  R.  140. 
10.  Baysett  t.  Hire,  49  La.  Ann. 


167  S.  W.  U08,  Ii.B.A.li)15A  572  and 


note. 
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is  no  duty  or  interest  on  the  part  of  the  husband  requiring  him  to 
make  such  statement.^* 

US.  Statements  in  Connection  with  Church  Organizations. — Owing 
to  the  ties  of  interest  which  bind  the  members  of  the  same  church 
organization,  it  haa  been  recognized  in  numerous  decisions  that 
various  statements  made  in  connection  with  church  organizations 
and  proceedings  are  qualifiedly  privileged.**  For  example,  the  mem- 
bers of  a  church  session  are  not  guilty  of  libel  in  excommunicating 
a  person  from  membership,  in  the  ateence  of  proof  of  malice,"  nor 
is  a  clergyman  liable  for  slander  in  passing  a  communicant  without 
comment  when  administering  tiie  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper, 
although  the  rules  of  the  society  permit  such  course  with  respect  to 
evildoers  or  those  who  have  wronged  a  neighbor.'*  Even  though 
words  actionable  per  se  be  spoken  between  members  of  the  same 
church,  during  religious  proceedings  connected  with  the  discipline 
of  the  church,  no  action  will  lie  in  the  absence  of  malice.'"  It  has 
also  been  held  that  the  doctrine  of  privilege  will  protect  statements, 
otherwise  actionable,  when  published  in  church  papers  intended  for 
circulation  among  members  of  the  denomination  alone.'  But  it  is 
generally  held  that  malice  destroys  the  privilege  arising  from  church 
connections.*  Moreover,  the  rule  appears  to  be  that  a  publisher  of  a 
statement  concerning  church  matters  enjoys  no  privilege  unless  he 
is  himself  a  member  of  the  church  in  question,*  or  unless  the  com- 
plainant submits  to  an  investigation  by  his  church  of  charges  made 
against  him  by  persons  who  are  not  members.*  It  should  also  be 
noted  that  the  privilege  under  discussion  attaches  to  church  proceed- 
ings of  a  disciplinary  character,  rather  than  to  utterances  in  ordinary 
<Aurch  services.  In  accordance  with  this  limitation,  it  appears  to 
be  the  consensus  of  judicial  opinion  that  a  statement  concerning  a 
parishioner  made  by  a  clergyman  from  his  pulpit  is  not  even  quali- 
fiedly privileged.* 

119.  Statements  in  Connection  vith  Lodges  or  Fraternal  Asso-  • 
ciationa. — ^It  has  been  repeatedly  recognized  that  a  qualified  privilege 

15.  Stayton  v.  State,  46  Tex.  Grim.  2.  Morasse  v.  Broehn,  151  Mass. 
205,  78  S.  W.  1071,  108  A.  S.  R.  988.  667,  25  N.  E.  74,  21  A.  S.  R.  474,  8 

16.  Note:  104  A.  S.  R.  141,  L.R.A.  524;  McMUlan  v.  Birch,  1  Bin. 

17.  Landis  v.  Campbell,  79  Mo.  433,  (Pa.)  178,  2  Am.  Dec.  426  and  note; 
49  Am.  Rep.  239.  Kubri(^t  v.  State,  44  Tex.  Grim.  94, 

18.  Garter  v.  Papinean,  222  Mass.  69  S.  W.  157,  100  A.  S.  R.  842,  58 
464,  111  N.  B.  358,  UR.A.1916D  371  L.R.A.  959. 


19.  Jarvia  t.  Hatheway,  3  Johns.  293,  39  Am.  R^.  464. 
(N.  Y.)  180,  3  Am.  Dec.  473.  4.  Remington  t.  Gongdon,  2  Pick. 

1.  Redgate  v.  Roush,  61  Kan.  480,  (Mass.)  310,  13  Am.  Dec.  43L 
59  Pac  1050,  48  L.R.A.  236;  Shmi;-     6.  Hassett  v.  CairoU,  86  Conn.  23, 
leff  V.  Stevens,  61  Yt  601,  31  Am.  81  AtL  1013,  Ann.  Caa.  ldl5A  333 


and  note. 


3.  ShortlefF  v.  Parker,  130  Mass. 


Hep.  698. 


and  note. 
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attaches  to  communications  connected  with  the  vadous  activities  of 
lodges,  clubs  and  fraternal  or  other  benevolent  associations. •  Thus, 
the  report  of  a  committee  of  a  lodge  of  Odd  Fellows,  recommending 
the  expulsion  of  a  member  for  faJse  swearing,  made  in  accordance 
with  the  rules  and  customs  of  the  order,  and  published  according  to 
the  ordinary  practice  in  a  pamphlet  account  of  the  transactions  of 
the  lodge,  for  the  use  of  the  members,  has  been  held  to  be  prima 
facie  privileged.^  Similarly  the  following  have  been  held  to  be  quali- 
fiedly  privileged:  a  written  communication  from  the  preeident  of  a 
fraternal  society  to  members  at  a  certain  place,  to  the  effect  that 
the  collecting  agent  of  the  order  at  that  place  was  behind  in  his 
remittances,  and  that  it  had  become  necessary  to  withdraw  authority 
from  him,  and  directing  the  members  to  pay  their  dues  to  another;  ^ 
statements  by  the  president  of  a  federation  of  clubs,  at  a  conference 
solicited  by  officers  of  a  local  club  to  devise  means  to  stop  larcenira 
which  had  occurred  at  meetings  of  the  local  club,  on  the  subject  of 
suspects,  in  answer  to  questions  propounded,*  and  the  publication  in 
a  medical  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  a  medical  society  in  expel- 
ling a  member.'^  But  where  a  member  of  a  masonic  lodge  was  on 
trial  before  his  lodge  and  a  person  who  was  not  a  member  made  an 
affidavit  that  one  of  the  witnesses  at  the  trial  was  not  to  be  believed 
on  oath  and  such  witness  also  was  not  a  member  of  the  order,  it  was 
held  that  the  communication  was  not  privileged.**  Furthermore,  an 
article  published  by  members  of  a  beneficial  association,  holding  the 
officers  thereof  up  to  ridicule  for  reasons  connected  with  the  society, 
and  tending  to  disorder  and  dissension  within  the  association,  is  appar- 
ently not  protected  by  any  doctrine  of  privilege,  owing  to  ite  tendency 
to  disrupt  rather  than  to  furthw  the  inter^te  of  the  organization.^* 


120.  Jurisdiction  and  Venue. — Civil  actions  for  libel  are  transitory 
in  their  nature,  and  it  is  very  generally  held  that  such  an  action  may 
be  brought  in  any  jurisdiction  where  the  libelous  article  was  published 
or  circulated,  even  though  the  artide  was  written  or  printed  eke- 


7.  Kirkpatrick  v.  Eagle  Lodge  No.  301,  66  Am.  Dee.  479  and  note. 
32,  26  Kan.  384,  40  Am.  Rep.  316.  11.  Nix  v.  Caldwell,  81  Ky.  293,  50 

8.  Holmes  v.  Royal  Fraternal  Union,  Am.  Rep.  163. 
222  Mo.  556,  121  S.  W.  100,  26  L.RJL.  12.  Del  Ponte  v.  Societa  Italiana, 


VIII.  Procedure,  Parties  and  Pleadinq 


In  Oeneral 


6.  Note:  104  A.  S.  B.  143. 


10.  Barrows  v.  Bell,  7  Gray  (Mass.) 


(N.S.)  1080  and  note. 

9.  Hayden  v.  Hasbrouck,  34  R.  I. 
556,  84  At!.  1087,  42  LJl.A.(N.S.) 
1109. 


etc,  27  R.  I.  1,  60  Atl.  237,  114  A,  S. 
R.  17,  70  L.R.A.  m 
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where.**  Where  tiiiere  is  no  allegation  in  a. complaint  for  libel  that 
there  was  a  publication  of  the  libel  in  the  county  in  which  the  action 
is  brought,  a  motion  to  change  the  venue  to  the  county  where  the 
libel  was  published  will  ordiuarily  he  granted.  Also,  where  actions 
have  been  brought  in  all  the  counties  of  a  state  for  the  same  libel 
circulated  therein,  and  all  the  parties  re«de  in  one  county,  it  is  usu- 
ally deemed  proper  to  consolidate  the  actions  into  one,  to  be  tried 
in  the  county  of  the  residence  of  the  parties.**  The  matter  is  now 
governed,  largely,  by  statute."  A.  civil  action  for  slander  is  al.«o 
transitory  in  its  nature  and  an  action  therefor  may  ordinarily  be 
brought  in  any  jurisdiction  where  the  defendant  may  be  found,'* 
although  there  is  some  authority  to  the  effect  that  the  venue  in  an 
action  for  slander  is  in  the  county  wherein  the  words  were  spoken.*' 
It  has  been  held  that  slanderous  words,  if  actionable  at  common  law, 
spoken  in  one  state,  will  support  an  action  therefor  in  another  state. 
But  if  the  slanderous  words  in  question  are  not  actionable  at  common 
law,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  they  are  made  actionable  by  statute 
in  Ihe  state  in  which  they  were  spoken,  an  action  thereon  will  not  he 
in  another  state  where  such  wori^  are  actionable  by  statute.** 

121.  Injanction;  Right  of  Arrest — ^The  general  rule  is  that  courts 
of  equity  will  not-  grant  injunctions  against  the  publication  of  mat- 
ters which  are  defamatory,  when  no  breach  of  trust  or  of  contract  is 
involved,  the  position  of  the  courts  generally  being  that  the  allow- 
ance of  such  an  injunction  would  be  an  interference  with  the  liberty 
of  the  press  and  free  speech,  and  also  with  the  constitutional  right 
of  trial  by  jury.'*  Such  injunctions  have  been  refused,  even  when 
property  rights  were  at  stake,**  or  the  title  to  land  was  in  question,* 
and  the  fact  that  the  plaintiff  has  no  adequate  remedy  at  law  because 
of  his  inability  to  prove  special  damage  is  immaterial.*  In  certain 
jurisdictions,  the  arrest  of  the  defendant  in  civil  actions  for  libel  is 

IS.  Meriwether  v.  Knapp,  211  Mo.  Rep.  137;  Brandreth  t.  Lanee,  8  Paige 

199,  109  S.  W.  750,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  (N.  T.)  24,  34  Am.  Dec.  368  and 

953.  note.   See  alao  iNjuNCTioifS,  vol.  14, 

14.  Notes:  15  Am.  Dec.  225,  9  Ann.  p.  371,  372. 

Cas.  383.  20.  Singer  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Domestic 

15.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  697.  Sewing  Maeh.  Co.,  49  Oa.  70,  15  Am. 

16.  Offutt  V.  Earlywine,  4  Blaekf.  Rep.  674;  Boston  Diatite  Co.  v. 
(Ind.)  460,  32  Am.  Dec.  4U.  Florence  Mfg.  Co.,  114  Mass.  69,  19 

17.  Caldwell  v.  Story,  107  Ky.  10,  Am.  Rep.  310;  CoveU  v.  Chadwick,  153 
52  S.  W.  860,  45  L.R.L  735.  Mass.  263,  26  N.  E.  856,  25  A.  S.  R. 

18.  Note:  9  Ann.  Cas.  383.  626  and  note. 

19.  Goldberg  v.  Stablemen's  Union,  1.  Reyes  v.  Middleton,  36  Tlst.  99, 
149  Cal.  429,  86  Pac.  806,  117  A.  S.  17  So.  937,  51  A  S.  R.  17,  29  L.B,A. 
R.  145,  9  Ann.  Cas.  1219,  8  L.R.A.  66. 

(N.S.)  460;  Singer  Utg.  Co.  v.  Do-  2.  Marlin  flzearma  Co.  t.  Shields, 

mestie  Sewing  Maeh.  Co.,  49  Oa.  70,  171  N.  Y.  384^  64  N.  E.  163,  69  L.RA. 

16  Am.  Rep.  674;  Raymond  v.  Rossell,  310. 
143  Mass.  295,  9  N.  E.  544,  58  Am. 
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pennitted,*  and  statutes  authorizing  such  arrests  liave  been  held  not 
to  violate  the  (institutional  provision  against  imprisonment  for  debt* 

122.  Limitation  of  Actions. — ^The  statute  of  limitations  in  regard 
to  actions  for  the  rtcovery  of  damages  for  libel  or  slander  begins  to 
run  from  the  time  of  publication.  For  this  purpose,  it  has  been  held 
that  a  libel  vontained  in  a  letter  written  and  mailed  in  one  state  to 
an  addressee  in  another  state  is  not  published  until  such  letter  is 
received  and  read.  But  the  fact  that  the  defendant  has  concealed 
from  the  plaintiff  the  fact  of  publication  appears  not  to  prevent  the 
running  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  even  though  the  defendant  may 
be  said  to  have  acted  fraudulently  in  the  matter,  this  view  being  sus- 
tained on  the  ground  that,  in  all  cases,  the  gist  of  the  injury  is  the 
loss  of  reputation  to  the  plaintiff  rather  than  the  fraud  of  ihe  defend- 
ant. At  all  events,  the  sending  of  libelous  matter  by  mail  to  another 
state  where  the  letter  is  opened  and  read  is  not  a  fraudulent  conceal- 
ment of  the  contents  of  Uie  letter  or  its  publication,  or  of  the  cause 
of  action  for  the  libel  so  as  to  take  the  case  out  of  the  operation  of 
the  statute  of  limitations.*  In  computing  the  limitation  period  for 
bringing  an  action  for  Ubel,  the  day  of  publication  is  excluded,  where 
the  statute  provides  that  the  time  within  which  an  act  provided  by 
law  is  to  be  done  is  computed  by  excluding  the  first  day.*  It  is  neces- 
sary to  determine  in  each  case  the  exact  nature  of  the  action  in  order 
to  decide  as  to  the  portion  of  the  statute  of  limitations  which  is  appli- 
cable. Thus,  an  action  to  recover  damages  for  the  destruction  of  the 
plaintiff's  business  by  the  malicious  acta  of  the  defendant  has  been 
held  not  to  be  an  action  for  libel  or  slander  in  so  far  as  the  running 
of  the  statute  of  limitations  is  concerned,  even  though  the  petition 
contains  all^ations  of  libel  and  slander,  the  latter  being  stated  merely 
as  evidence  to  establish  the  cause  of  action.^  On  the  plea  of  the  stat- 
ute of  limitations,  in  actions  for  slander,  the  burdra  of  proof  is  on 
the  plaintiff  to  show  that  the  cause  of  action  accrued  within  the  statu- 
tory period,  prior  to  commencement  of  the  action.' 

123.  Abatement  and  Survival. — The  rule  of  the  common  law  was 
that  actions  of  slander  and  libel  did  not  survive  the  death  of  either 
party,  and  no  action  could  be  supported  by  or  against  the  personal 
representative.*  Statutes  have  modilSed  the  common  law  rule  in  many 

S.  Wacbsmith  v.  Merchants'  Nat  1913D  1063, 38  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1160  and 
Bank,  96  Mich.  426,  56  N.  W.  9,  21  note. 

LJI.A.  278.  7.  Brown   t.   Ameriean  Freehold 

4.  Moore  v.  Green,  73  N.  C.  394,  21  Lanf!  Mortg.  Co.,  97  Tex.  599,  80  S. 
Am.  Rep.  470;  Glasgow  Corporation  W.  'M5,  67  L.R.A.  195. 

V.  Lorimer,  [1911]  A.  C.  (Eng.)  290,  8.  Pond  v.  Gibson,  6  Allen  (Mass.) 
21  Ann.  Cas.  341.  19,  81  Am.  Dec.  724  and  note. 

5.  McCarlie  v.  Atkinson,  77  Miss.  9.  Note:  62  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1215.  See 
594,  27  So.  641,  78  A.  S.  R.  540.         generally,  Abatbusnt  and  Rxvital, 

6.  Kelly  v.  Independent  Pub.  Co.,  vol.  1,  p.  29  seq. 
45  Mont  127, 122  Pae.  735,  Ann.  Cas. 
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states,  though  it  must  be  noted  that  some  of  the  statutes  providing 
that  personal  actions  shall  survive  in  favor  of  or  against  the  personal 
representatives  of  the  deceased  except  from  their  operation  actions  of 
libel  and  slander.  And  under  statutes  expressly  excepting  slander 
and  libel  from  tiie  causes  arising  from  personal  injuries  which  are 
thereby  made  to  survive,  it  has  been  held  that  there  can  be  no  survival 
even  when  the  slander  has  occasioned  damage  to  the  plaintiff  in  his 
business,  though  not  in  sudh  a  way  as  to  be  an  injury  to  personal 
property.'*^  It  seems  that  in  the  absence  of  statute  an  action  of  libel 
is  abated  by  the  death  of  the  plaintiff  after  verdict  and  interlocutory 
judgment  and  before  final  judgment  is  signed.  But  it  has  been  held 
that  if,  in  an  aotion  of  slander,  final  judgment  is  entered  for  the  plain- 
tiff, and  the  defendant  appeals,  and  jther^ter  dies,  the  action  becomes 
merged  in  the  judgment,  and  there  can  be  no  abatement  unless  the 
judgment  is  set  aside  or  reversed.'^  On  the  other  hand,  it  has  been 
held  that  where  there  is  an  appeal  in  the  nature  of  a  writ  of  error 
from  a  judgment  for  the  plaintiff,  and  then  the  defendant  dies,  the 
action  abates  but  may  be  revived  a^unst  the  personal  representative 
of  the  deceased.^"  It  has  been  held  that  if  the  defendant  in  an  action 
for  slander  appeals  from  a  judgment  recovered  against  him,  and  then 
dies,  the  appellate  court  on  reversing  the  judgment  for  error  in  instruc- 
tions cannot,  to  prevent  an  abatement  of  the  action,  put  the  appellant 
administrator  on  terms  by  requiring  him  to  enter  his  assent  of  record 
that  the  judgment  shall  stand  as  security  for  whatever  damages  may 
be  found  for  the  appellee  on  a  second  trial."  The  rule  of  the  common 
law  that  liability  for  the  publication  of  a  libel  dies  with  the  publisher 
cannot  be  extended  by  analogy  to  embrace  cases  where  the  charto* 
of  a  corporation  expires  after  it  has  incurred  liabiUty  for  the  publica- 
tion of  a  Ubel,  but  an  action  for  libel  against  a  corporation,  which 
abates  hy  l^e  expiration  of  the  corporate  charter,  may  be  revived 
against  the  trustees  of  the  dissolved  corporation  in  office  at  the  time 
of  dissolution.**  It  has  been  held,  however,  that  an  action  for  libel 
cannot  be  prosecuted  by  a  receiver  in  insolvency  of  a  corporation 
which  has  been  libeled,  although  the  libel  has  resulted  in  pecuniary 
injury  to  such  corporation  and  thus  diminished  the  estate  passing  to 
the  receiver,  on  the  ground  that  the  right  of  action,  being  for  mere 
personal  injuries,  has  not  the  quality  of  survivorship,  is  not  assign- 

10.  Jfote:  6  Ann.  Cas.  615.  7,  57  Am.  Bep.  207. 

11.  Miller  V.  NickolU,  76  Ark.  485,  13.  Irvine  v.  Qibson,  117  Ky.  306, 
89  S.  W.  88,  113  A.  8.  B.  101  and  77  S.  W.  1106,  Ul  A.  S.  ^  251,  4 
note,  6  Ann.  Cas.  513  and  note.  Ann.  Cas.  569. 

Note:  52  L.R.A.(N.S,)  1217,  14.  Shayne  v.  Evening  Post  Pnb. 

See  also  generally,  Abateuent  akd  Co.,  168  N.  Y.  70,  61  N.  E.  115,  86 

Revival,  vol.  1,  pp.  20,  38.  A.  S.  R.  664,  66  L.ILA.  777. 

12.  Akeis  v.  Akers,  16  Lea  (Tenn.) 
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able,  either  at  law  or  in  equity,  and  hence  does  not  pass  to  a  receiver 
of  the  property  and  effects  of  the  owner  of  such  right  of  action.'* 

124.  Former  Recovery  as  Bar  to  Action. — ^Every  separate  and  dis- 
tinct publication  of  a  libel  gives  rise  to  a  separate  and  distinct  cause 
of  action.  Therefore,  the  recovei^  of  damage?  for  a  libel  published 
on  one  day  will  not  preclude  the  plaintiff  from  maintaining  a  second 
action  for  a  republication  of  the  same  libel  on  the  day  following, 
thou^  both  publications  took  place  before  the  commencement  of  the 
action,  unless  the  plaintiff  in  that  action  relied  on,  and  sought  to 
recover  for,  the  second  publication  as  well  as  the  first.**  However, 
a  judgment  for  the  defendant  in  an  action  for  malicious  prosecution 
has  been  held  to  bar  a  subsequent  action  for  slander  in  preferring  the 
charge  for  which  the  previous  action  was  brought  although  the  defam- 
atory words  in  question  were  uttered  on  a  different  occasion,  but 
previously  to  the  action  for  malicious  prosecution."  Also,  an  action 
to  recover  damages  for  a  violation  of  the  right  of  privacy,  where  such 
an  action  is  recognized,  and  an  action  for  libel  in  connection  with 
the  same  publication  cannot  be  maintained.  The  one  is  a  bar  to  the 
other.'*  A  judgment  against  a  wife  for  the  use  of  slanderous  words, 
while  it  remains  unsatisfied,  does  not  constitute  any  defense  to  an 
action  against  her  husband  for  the  u^'e  of  tlie  same  or  similar  words.'* 
Nor  is  a  judgment  in  favor  of  the  directors  of  a  corporation  in  an 
action  to  hold  them  liable  for  the  publication  of  a  libel  to  the  one 
libeled  a  bar  to  an  action  a^^ainst  them  on  behalf  of  the  corpora- 
tion, to  compel  them  to  reimburse  it  for  damages  which  it  has  been 
compelled  to  pay  because  of  such  publication.*" 

Persons  Entitled  to  Sue 

125.  In  General. — As  in  other  civil  actions,  a  suit  to  recover  dam- 
ages for  libel  or  slander  must  ordinarily  be  instituted  by  the  person 
injuriously  affected  thereby.  In  accordance  witii  this  principle,  it 
has  been  held  that  a  father  cannot  recover  for  the  libel  of  his  minor 
child,'  unless  under  exceptional  circumstances  it  deprives  the  parent 
of  services  which  the  infant  formerly  rendered,  when  an  action 

16.  Milwaukee  Hutual  Fire  Ina.  Co.  America,  210  N.  Y.  51, 103  N.  E.  1108, 

T.  Sentinel  Co.,  81  Wis.  207,  51  N.  Ann.  Gas.  1915B  1024,  L.R.A.1915C 

W.  440,  15,L.R.A.  627.  839. 

16.  Cook  T.  Conneis,  215  N.  T.  175,     19.  Cnshine  t.  Hederman,  117  la. 
109  N.  E.  78,  L.R,A.1916A  1074;  637,  91  N.  W.  940,  94  A.  8.  B.  320. 
Underwood  v.  Smith,  93  Temi.  687,  27     20.  Hill  t.  Murphy,  2^  Mass.  1,  98 
S.  W.  1008,  42  A.  S.  K.  946  and  note.  N.  E.  781,  Ann.  Cas.  lfll3C  374,  40 

17.  Tidwell  v.  Witherspoon,  21  Fla.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1102. 

.^'>9,  58  Am.  Rep.  665;  Sheldon  v.  1.  Pattison  v.  Onlf  Bag  Co.,  116 

Carpenter,  4  N.  Y.  579,  55  Am.  Dee.  La.  963,  41  So.  224,  114  A.  S.  R. 

30 1  and  note.  570. 

18.  Binns   t.    Yitagrapb    Co.  of 
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on  the  ca^e  may  lie  for  the  special  damage  thus  wrongfully  inflicted, 
provided  it  be  the  natural  and  probable  consequence  of  the  defend- 
ant's words.*  There  appears  to  be  no  objection,  however,  to  an  action 
by  a  minor,  when  suit  is  duly  instituted  by  his  next  friend.*  The 
members  of  a  partnership  may  maintain  a  joint  action  for  a  libel  or 
slander  which  tends  to  injure  the  business  of  their  firm,  even  though 
the  defamatory  words  refer  to  or  concern  but  one  of  its  members.* 
The  fact  that  the  plaintiff  is  not  a  citizen  or  is  a  nonresi4ent  will  not 
prevent  his  maintaining  an  action  for  libel  in  the  absence  of  a  statute 
to  the  contrary.* 

126.  In  Case  of  Defamation  of  Harried  Woman. — ^At  common  law 
when  words  actionable  per  se  are  apokw  of  a  married  woman,  e^e 
may  either  sue  alone,  altiiough  this  has  been  denied  by  some  auUiori- 

ties,  or  ^e  may  join  her  husband  as  coplaintiff;  in  the  latter  case, 
be  will  be  entitled  to  recover  in  tlje  same  action  for  any  special  dam- 
age that  may  have  occurred  to  him.  When  the  words  are  not  action- 
able per  se,  she  may  sue,  provided  she  can  show  that  some  special 
damage  to  her  has  followed  from  the  words.  That.specifd  damE^  has 
accrued  to  her  husband  in  consequence  of  such  words  will  not  avail 
her,  he  alone  being  permitted  to  sue  for  such  damage,  although  it  is 
her  reputation  that  has  been  assailed.*  In  some  cases  it  is  held  that 
a  husband  and  wife  must  join  in  bringing  an  action  for  slander 
against  the  wife,'  even  though  the  words  were  spoken  against  her 
before  her  marriage.*  However,  by  statute  in  many  states  at  the 
present  day,  the  wife  is  given  tiie  right  to  sue  for  slander  or  libel 
without  joining  her  husband  in  the  action,  and  the  provifflon  is  ap- 
parently without  reference  to  whether  or  not  the  words  were  action- 
able per  se.' 

127.  In  Case  of  Libel  of  Class  of  Persons. — ^The  question  as  to  the 
right  of  a  single  member  of  a  class  or  group,  which  has  been  defamed, 
to  recover  damages  for  such  defamation  has  given  rise  to  much  judi- 
cial dipcupsion,  and  sometimes  to  a  difference  of  opinion.  It  seems 
that  where  the  class  or  group  in  question  is  a  very  large  one  and  there 
is  little  or  nothing  said  or  written  which  applies  to  the  particular 
person  who  brings  hi.«  action,  the  right  of  recovery  will  be  denied.*" 
Thus,  it  has  been  said,  if  a  man  wrote  that  all  lawyers  are  thieves, 

2.  Note:  45  L.R.A.(N.8.)  769.  14,32. 

3.  Claxk  V.  Goddard,  39  Ala.  164,  7.  Smalley  v.  Anderson,  2  T.  B. 
84  Am.  TJec.  777.  Mon.   (Ky.)  66,  15  Am.  Dec.  121; 

Note:  45  L.R.A.(N.S.)  769.  Nolan  v.  Traber,  49  Md.  460,  33  Am. 

4.  Meleher  v.  Beeler,  48  Colo.  233,  Rep.  277. 

110  Pae.  181,  139  A.  S.  R.  273.  8.  Gibson  v.  Gibson,  43  Wis.  23,  28 

5.  Crashley  v.  Press  Pub.  Co.,  179  Am.  Rep.  527. 

N.  T.  27,  71  N.  E.  258,  1  Ann.  Caa.  9.  Note:  45  L.R.A.(N.S.)  767.  See 
196.  Husband  and  Wife,  vol.  13.  p.  1433. 

6.  Note:  45  L.R.A.(N.S.)  767,  768.  10.  People  v.  Eastman,  188  N.  Y. 
See  IIusBAXD  and  Wife,  vol.  13,  p.  478,  81  N.  E.  459,  11  Ann.  Cas.  302. 
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no  particular  lawyer  could  sue  him,  unless  there  was  something  in 
Uie  statement  pointing  definitely  to  that  particular  individual.'^  Also 
it  has  been  held  that  a  charge  of  cowardice  against  a  whole  army, 
without  specifying  individuals,  will  not  enable  an  individual  soldier 
to  maintain  a  civil  action  therefor.**  An  attack  on  wine  sellers  gen- 
erally has  been  held  insaffideut  to  enable  a  single  wine  seller  to  re- 
cover damages,  when  there  was  nothing  which  by  inducement  or 
colloquium  could  be  given  personal  application  tu  the  plaintiff.** 
Likewise,  it  has  been  held  that  an  individual  concern  engaged  in  the 
trading  stamp  business  cannot  maintain  an  action  for  libel  against 
one  publishing  an  article  not  referring  to  all  persons  engaged  in  that 
business  in  the  city,  but  referring  generally  to  concerns  engaged  in  the 
business.**  On  the  otiier  hand,  if  the  language  employed  is  directed 
toward  a  comparatively  small  group  of  persons,  or  a  restricted  or 
local  portion  of  a  general  class,  an4  is  so  framed  as  to  make  defama- 
tory imputations  against  all  membei^  of  the  small  or  restricted  group 
it  seems  that  any  member  thereof  may  sue.**  Thus,  chai^;es  against 
a  public  board  composed  of  but  a  few  members  will  warrant  the 
allowance  of  damages  to  a  single  member  of  the  board.**  Also  it 
has  been  held  that  if  the  verdict  of  a  jury  is  denounced  in  libelous  lan- 
guage, a  single  member  thereof  may  maintain  an  action  against  the 
publisher  of  such  libel.*'  A  charge  against  the  subcontractors  and 
subordinate  engineers  of  a  construction  company  has  been  held  to 
entitle  one  of  them  to  sue  for  damages  on  proof  that  the  publication 
referred  to  and  was  especially  defamatory  of  him,  even  though  the 
publication  was  directed  against  all  or  "some  of  them,"  as  it  may  be 
shown  at  the  trial  that  the  expression  "some  of  them"  was  used  because 
the  writer  did  not  mean  that  all  were  guilty,  but  that  the  plaintiff 
alone,  or  with  others,  was  guilty.**  One  who  publishes  matter  con- 
cerning a  family  in  its  collective  capacity  assumes  the  risk  of  its  being 
libelous  as  to  any  member  thereof ;  and  such  matter  concerns  a  class 
of  which  any  member  can  maintain  an  action  for  defamation  of 
himself  personally,  because  the  Ubel  c^plies  to  e^  individual  mem- 

11.  Note:  70  A.  S.  R.  754.  Note:  8  Ann.  Caa.  136. 

12.  Palmer  v.  Concord,'  48  N.  H.  16.  WofEord  v.  Utseks,  129  Ala.  349, 
211,  97  Am.  Dec.  605.  30  So.  625,  87  A.  S.  B.  66,  65  L.BJL 

13.  Comes  v.  Cmoe,  85  Ark.  79, 107  214;  Levert  v.  DaUy  States  Pab.  Co., 
S.  W.  185, 14  Ann.  Caa.  327  and  note.  123  La.  594,  49  So.  206,  13]«A.  S.  B. 

14.  Watson  v.  Detroit  Jonmal  Co.,  356,  23  L.B.A.(N.S.)  726  and  note; 
143  Mich.  430,  107  N.  W.  81,  8  Ann.  Pslmerlee  v.  Nottage,  119  Minn.  351« 
Caa.  131  and  note,  6  LJl.A.(N.S.)  138  N.  W.  313,  42  L.B.A.(N.S.)  870 


16.  Hohnes  t.  Clisby,  121  Oa.  241,     17.  Byers  v.  Martin,  2  Colo.  606^ 
48  8.  E.  934,  104  A.  S.  B.  103;  Jones  26  Am.  Rep.  756. 
T.  State,  38  Tex.  Crim.  364,  43  S.  W.     18.  Hardy  r.  WOUamson,  86  Ga. 


480  and  note. 


and  note. 


78,  70  A.  S.  B.  76L 
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ber  through  the  class  by  the  use,  without  discrimination,  of  the  col- 
lective appellation.^*  An  attack  defaming  women  who  are  members 
of  a  particular  society  has  been  held  actionable  at  the  suit  of  a  single 
member.**  A  petition  circulated  by  persons  who  describe  themselves 
as  reputable  physicians  occupying  offices  in  a  building  and  reciting 
that  they  are  opposed  to  the  rental  of  offices  to  osteopaths,  criminal 
practitionera,  diarlatans,  etc.,  has  been  held  to  bo  a  libel  on  an 
osteopath  having  an  office  in  tlie  building.'  Perhaps,  the  most  gen- 
eral defamatory  charge  that  has  been  held  actionable  at  the  suit  of 
a  single  member  of  a  group  was  one  directed  against  the  Jews  in  a 
city  containing  an  inconsiderable  number  of  Jews  in  comparison  with 
the  total  population,  it  being  held  that  a  single  member  of  that  race 
in  the  city  could  sue  for  slander,  he  being  one  of  the  "rasfdcted  col- 
lectivity" of  the  Jews  of  that  place.* 

128.  Right  of  Corporation  to  Sue. — A  corporation  may  recover 
damages  for  a  libel  or  slander  against  it  respecting  its  business  or 
trade,*  its  property  and  concerns,  or  its  officers,  servants  or  members, 
if  special  damage  is  thereby  sustained.*  In  all  cases  the  words  com- 
plained of,  to  entitle  a  corporation  to  sue  for  libel  or  slander,  must 
injuriously  affect  the  corporation  as  distinct  from  the  individuals 
who  compose  it.  For  example,  a  corporation  cannot  sue  in  respect  of 
a  charge  of  murder,  or  incest,  or  adultery,  because  it  cannot  commit 
these  crimes.  Nor  can  it  sue  in  respect  of  a  charge  of  corruption  or 
of  assault,  because  a  corporation  cannot  be  guilty  of  corruption  or  of 
an  assault,  although  the  individuals  composing  it  can  be.  The  words 
complained  of  must  attack  the  corporation  or  company  in  the  method 
of  conducting  its  affairs,  must  accuse  it  of  fraud  or  mismanagement, 
or  must  attack  its  financial  position ;  it  cannot  sue  for  a  libel  which 
merely  affecto  the  personal  reputation  of  its  members.*  Hence,  it 
has  been  held,  a  corporation  cannot  maintain  an  action  for  slander 
on  words  spoken  solely  of  and  concerning  an  individual,  who  is 
averred  to  be  a  stockholder  and  officer  of  &e  corporation,  and  m 

19.  State  V.  Brady,  44  Kan.  435,  24  3.  PeniiBylvania  Iron  Works  Co.  v. 
Pac.  948,  21  A.  8.  R.  296,  9  L.R.A.  Vogt  Mach.  Co.,  96  S.  W.  551,  29  Ky. 
606;  Fenstermaker  v.  Tribune  Pub.  L.  Rep.  861,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1023; 
Co.,  12  Utah  439,  43  Pac.  112,  13  St.  James  Military  Academy-v.  Gaiser, 
Ut^  532,  45  Pac.  1097,  35  L.R.A.  611.  125  Mo.  517,  28  S.  W.  851,  46  A.  S. 

20.  Street  y.  Johnson,  80  Wis.  455,  R.  502  and  note,  28  L.R.A.  667;  Gross 
60  N.  W.  395,  27  A.  S.  R.  42,  14  Coal  Co.  v.  Rose,  126  Wis.  24,  105  N. 
L.R.A.  203  (attack  on  the  members  of  W.  225,  110  A.  S.  R.  894  and  note, 
the  W.  C.  T.  U.).  5  Ann.  Cas.  549  and  note,  2  L.R.A. 

1.  Lathrop  v.  Sundbei^,  55  Wash.  (N.S.)  741  and  note. 
144,  104  Pac.  176,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)      4.  Trenton  Mutual  life,  etc,  Ins. 


2.  OrtenbeTif  v.  Plamondson,  35  Can.  Am.  Dee.  400. 
L.  T.  262,  Ann.  Cas.  1915C  347  and     6.  ^ote:  6  Aim.  Cas.  650. 


381  and  note. 


Co.  V.  Perrine,  23  N.  J.  L.  402,  67 


note. 
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such  a  case,  the  corporation  cannot  maintain  an  action  to  recover 
damages  for  consequential  injuries  resulting  from  the  slander,  with- 
out averring  and  proving  that  the  slander  was  spoken  of  the  individual 
in  direct  relation  to  the  trade  or  business  of  the  corporation.'  It  has 
been  questioned  whether  the  comity  by  which  a  foreign  corporation 
is  permitted  to  bring  suit  on  contracts  should  be  so  far  extended  as 
to  permit  a  suit  for  Ubel.' 

Pergons  Liable 

129.  In  General. — Every  person  who  assists  in  tiie  publication  of 
a  libel  or  of  slandesous  words  is  responsible  in  damages  therefor. 
Thus,  it  has  been  held  that  every  signer  of  a  libelous  paper  knowing 
that  it  is  intended  to  be  printed,  or  who  signs  and  deUvers  it  to 
another  without  knowing  that  it  would  be  printed,  is  guilty  of  circulatr 
ing  and  publishing  it  before  it  is  printed,  and  if  he  signs  without  pro- 
test or  direction  against  its  being  printed,  and  it  is  afterwards  printed 
by  the  person  to  whom  it  was  delivered,  or  by  his  authority,  it  is  no 
defense  for  the  signer  to  say  that  he  did  not  intend  nor  direct  its 
publication.^  One  may  be  regarded  as  the  author  of  a  libel,  and 
answerable  for  its  publication,  although  he  does  not  himself  commit 
it  to  writing,  as  when,  being  present  at  a  public  meeting  where  libelous 
charges  are  made,  he  calls  attention  to  the  representatives  of  the  press 
there  present,  and  states  that  the  case  is  a  very  scandalous  one,  of 
which  he  hopes  they  will  take  notice,  and  that  they  will  give  publicity 
to  the  matter.*  It  seems,  in  the  United  States  at  least,  that  a  town 
is  not  answerable  for  a  libel  referred  to  in  an  account  or  contained  in 
any  report  of  a  committee  accepted  by  it,  because  what  is  done  by  a 
town  is  done  as  a  political  body,  and  as  a  part  of  the  administration 
of  the  government.^'  It  has  been  held  that  an  action  lies  against  an 
executor  as  such  for  the  probate  of  a  will  containing  libelous  matter, 
the  maxim  actio  personalis  moritur  cum  persona  not  applying,  since 
there  is  no  cause  of  action  until  the  death  of  the  testator.**  On  the 
<ilher  hand  it  has  been  ruled  that  defamatory  matter  contained  in  a 
will  iu  so  far  at  least  as  it  is  not  dispoative  should  be  refused  probate 

6.  Brayton  Clerelimd  Special  11.  Harris  v.  Nashville  Trust  Co., 
Police  Co.,  63  Ohio  St.  83,  57  K.  E.  128  Tenn.  573,  162  S.  W.  684,  Ann. 
1085,  52  L.R.A.  525  and  note.  Gas.  ldl4G  88S  and  note,  49  L.B.A. 

7.  Hahnemannian  life  Ins.  Co.  (N.S.)  807  and  note.  See  also  supra, 
Beebe,  48  III.  87,  95  Am.  Dec.  619.  par.  i23.  As  to  the  general  principle 

8.  Cotttlla  V.  Kezr,  74  Tex.  80,  11  that  torts  do  not  survive  on  the  death 
8.  W.  1058, 15  A.  6.  B.  819.  of  the  person  ^ilty  of  their  eommis- 

9.  Note:  16  A.  S.  B.  335.  sion,  see  Adateubht  axd  Bivital, 

10.  Howland  v.  Maynard,  159  Mass.  vol.  1,  p.  29;  ExBcimw  iJiD  AsHiinB- 
434.  34  N.  E.  616,  38  A.  S.  B.  445,  tratobs,  vol.  U,  p.  17L 

21  LR.A.  500. 
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and  record."  The  liability  of  insane  persons  for  libel  and  slander 
is  discussed  elsewhere.** 

130.  Liability  as  Joint  or  SeveraL — As  the  publication  of  a  libel 
may  be  the  joint  act  of  two  or  more  persons,  it  seems  that  as  a  rule 
they  may  be  sued  either  jointly  or  severally  at  the  election  of  the 
injured  person. **  For  example,  where  in  pursuance  of  a  previous 
proposal  between  them  one  person  writes  a  letter  containing  a  libel 
which  another  assists  in  composing,  after  which  it  is  sent  by  mail 
to  the  person  to  whom  it  is  addressed,  it  has  been  held  that  the  two 
are  jointly  liable.**  Similarly  it  has  been  ruled  that  if  two  slanders 
are  uttered  in  pursuance  of  a  common  agreement  between  two  persons 
that  such  slanders  shall  be  uttered,  each  is  jointly  liable  with  the 
other  for  their  utterance,  and  separate  causes  of  action  against  them 
■for  slander  may  be  joined  in  the  same  complaint'*  On  the  other 
hand,  it  has  been  held  that  a  slander  must  be  regarded  as  an  individual 
act  for  which  two  or  more  persons  cannot  be  held  liable  in  a  single 
action,*^  the  ground  being  that  the  words  of  one  are  not  the  words 
of  another.**  Moreover,  it  should  be  noted  that  even  where  actions 
for  libel  are  allowed  against  a  number  of  persons  to  admit  of  such 
an  action  it  must  f^pear  that  there  was  a  combination  and  concert 
between  them  in  publishing  the  libel ;  otherwise  there  is  a  misjoinder 
of  parties.  Where  there  are  two  distinct  pubUcations  of  the  same  libel, 
and  there  is  no  concert  of  action  between  the  first  and  second  pub- 
lishers, a  joint  action  against  them  will  not  lie.**  As  in  other  cases 
of  joint  tortfeasors,  the  rule  in  the  United  Statee,  though  it  seems 
to  be  otherwise  in  England,  is  that  the  recovery  of  a  judgment  in 
an  action  for  Ubel  against  one  of  several  joint  wrongdoers  does  not, 
so  long  as  it  remains  unsatisfied,  constitute  a  defense  to  the  other 
when  sued.*** 

13t.  Husband  and  Wife. — At  common  law  a  husband  was  liable 
for  a  libel  or  slander  published  by  his  wife  for  the  same  reason  that 


12.  Notes:  49  L.R.A.(N.S.)  898;  75  N.  E.  536,  3  Ann.  Cas.  310  and 
Ann.  Cas.  1914C  890.   See  generally,  note. 

Wills.  17.  Singer  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Taylor,  150 

13.  See  iHSANrrr,  vol.  14,  p.  597.      Ala.  574,  43  So.  210,  124  A.  S.  R. 

14.  Cox  V.  Strickland,  120  Ga.  104,  90,  9  L.R.A.{N.S.)  929;  Dusqueane 
47  S.  E.  912,  1  Ann.  Cas.  870  and  Distributing  Co.  v.  Greenbaum,  135 
note;  Lawrence  v.  Herald  Pub.  Co.,  Ky.  182,  121  S.  W.  1020,  21  Ann. 
158  Mich.  459,  122  N.  W.  1084,  25  Cas.  481,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  955. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  796;  Hi  rris  v.  Hunting-  18.  Webb  v.  Cecil,  9  B.  Mon.  (Ky.) 
ton,  2  Tyler  (Vt.)  129,  4  Am.  Dec.  198,  48  Am.  Dec.  423. 

728;  Monson  v.  Lathrop,  96  Wis.  386,  19.  Howe  v.  Bradstreet  Co.,  135  Ga. 
71  N.  W.  596,  65  A.  S.  R.  54  and  5C4,  69  S.  E.  1082,  Ann.  Caa.  1912A 
note.  214  and  note. 

Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  214.  20.  Cushing  v.  Hoderman,  117  la. 

16.  MiUer  v.  Butler,  6  Cusb.  (Mass.)  637,  91  N.  W.  940,  94  A.  S.  R.  320 


71,  52  Am.  Dec.  768  and  note. 

16.  Green  v.  Davies,  182  N.  T.  499, 


and  note.   See  ToBis. 
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he  was  responsible  for  other  torts  committed  by  her,  this  liability 
resulting  even  though  he  was  not  present  at  the  time  of  .publication 
and  did  not  participate  therein  in  any  manner.*  While  it  was  usual 
in  such  cases  to  bring  the  action  against  the  husband  and  wife  jointly,* 
it  has  been  held  that  the  husband  might  be  sued  alone  •  The  common 
law  rule  has  been  adhered  to  in  some  jurisdictions,  notwithstanding 
the  statutory  modifications  in  the  law  of  husband  and  wife>  Under 
the  influence  of  modem  legislation,  however,  it  is  now  the  rule  in 
many  states  that  a  husband  is  not  liable  for  slanderous  words  spoken 
by  his  wife  under  statutes  which  give  her  the  control  and  use  of  her 
property  independent  of  the  husband  or  hia  control.'  It  is  obvious 
that  a  judgment  against  a  wife  for  the  use  of  slanderous  words,  while 
it  remains  unsatisfled,  does  not  constitute  any  defense  to  an  action 
against  her  husband  for  the  use  of  the  same  or  similar  words.* 

132.  Master  or  Principal. — Every  one  who  requests,  procure,  or 
commands  another  to  publish  a  libel  is  answerable  as  though  he  had 
published  it  himself;  and  such  request  need  not  be  express,  but  may 
be  inferred  from  the  defendant's  conduct.'  It  is  also  a  well  settled 
rule  that  the  principle  of  respondeat  superior  applies  to  a  libel  or 
slander  published  by  an  agent  or  servant,  and  where  the  words  are 
spoken  or  written  in  the  course  of  tiie  agent's  or  servant's  employ- 
ment, and  within  the  scope  of  it,  the  principal  or  master  is  liable.' 
In  such  cases  the  chief  difficulty  lies  in  determining  what  acts  of  a 
servant  are  within  the  course  of  his  employment  so  as  to  make  bis 
master  liable  therefor.  Clearly  the  transmission  of  telegraphic  mes- 
sages is  within  the  course  of  a  telegraph  operator's  employment,  and 
it  has  been  so  held  even  wh^  the  message  was  libelous  on  its  face.* 

1.  Not«:  30  L.R.A.  521.   See  Hus-     Note:  30  L.R.A.  622. 

BAND  AND  WiTK,  Tol.  13,  p.  1230.  6.  Cushing  T.  Hedennan,  117  la. 

2,  Baker  t.  Young,  44  111.  42,  92  637,  91  N.  W.  940,  94  A.  S.  R.  320. 
Am.  Dec.  149  and  note;  Mousler  v.  See  preceding  paragraph. 
Harding,  33  Ind.  176,  5  Am.  Rep.  7.  Pollasky  t.  Minchener,  81  Mich. 
195,  overraled  on  another  point  by  280.  46  N.  W.  5,  21  A.  S.  R.  516,  9 
Bonham  v.  Keen,  40  Ind.  197;  Austin  L.R.A.  102. 

V.  Wilson,  4  Cush.  (Mass.)  273,  50  8.  State  v.  Armstrong,  106  Mo.  395, 


4.  Jackson  v.  Williams,  92  Ark.  486,  408,  49  Am.  Rep.  586;  Dawson  v.  Holt, 
123  S.  W.  751,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  840  11  Lea  (Tenn.)  583,  47  Am.  R«p.  312; 
and  note;  Morgan  v,  Kennedy,  62  Gough  v.  Goldsmith,  44  Wis.  262,  28 
Minn.  348,  64  N.  W.  912,  54  A.  S.  R.  Am.  Rep.  579;  Corporation  of  Glas- 
f>47  and  note,  30  L.R.A.  521  and  note;  gow  v.  Lorimer,  [1911]  A.  C.  (Eng.) 
Poling  T.  Pickens,  70  W.  Va.  117,  73  209,  21  Ann.  Cas.  341  and  note. 
S.  E.  251,  Ann.  Cas.  1913D  995  and  Note:  88  A.  S.  R.  794. 
note.  See  also  generally.  Master  and 

6.  Martin  v.  Robson,  65  lU.  129,  16  Servant. 
Am.  Rep.  578;  Ijane  v.  Bryant,  100     9.  Peterson  v.  Western  Union  Td. 
K.V.  138,  37  S.  W.  584,  36  L.R.A.  Co.,  65  Minn,  18,  67  N.  W.  646,  33 


Am.  Dec.  766. 

S.  Note:  30  L.R.A.  527. 


16  S.  W.  604,  27  A.  S.  R.  361,  13 
L.R.A.  419;  Bruce  v.  Reed,  104  Pa.  St. 


709. 


L.R.A.  302}  Peterson  v.  Western  Unioa 
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It  has  also  been  held  that  a  ticket  agent  who  follows  a  woman  who 
has  bought  a  ticket  out  \xpon  the  platform  and  charges  her  with 
giving  him  counterfeit  money^  demands  other  money  in  its  stead 
and  on  her  refusal  angrily  insults  her  by  slandering  her  character 
is  acting  within  the  scope  of  his  employment  and  so  renders  the 
carrier  liable.  Likewise,  a  railroad  company  has  been  held  answer- 
able for  a  slander,  uttered  by  its  division  superintendent  while  examin- 
ing the  time  account  of  an  engineer,  charging  the  latter  with  stealing 
from  the  company.^'  But  it  has  been  held  that  an  employer  is  not 
responsible  for  a  libel  perpetrated  as  a  joke  by  his  bookkeeper  who  in 
stating  an  account  with  an  employee  on  a  blank  furnished  for  that 
purpose  makes  an  entry  implying  bestiality,  as  such  an  act  la  not 
within  the  scope  of  the  bookkeeper's  employment.^'  On  the  same 
ground  it  has  been  ruled  that  a  client  is  not  responsible  for  libelous 
matter  inserted  by  his  attorney  in  the  pleadings  in  an  action,  unless 
he  directs  such  insertion.^*  As  a  general  rule,  it  seems  that  a  bank 
is  not  responsible  for  a  malicious  protest  made  and  published  by  a 
notary  public  rightly  employed  by  it,  such  notarial  act  being  that 
of  a  public  officer,  even  though  such  notary  is  also  ah  employee  and 
agent  of  the  bank.**  Some  courts  seem  to  lay  down  a  different  rule 
of  liability  in  the  case  of  slander  from  that  usually  prevailing  in 
the  case  of  libel,  and  apparently  refuse  to  hold  a  master  responsible 
for  a  slander  by  his  servant  unless  it  clearly  appears  to  have  been 
authorized  or  ratified  by  the  principal,  the  avowed  reason  being  that 
the  offense  of  slander  is  presumptively  the  voluntary  and  tortious 
act  of  the  speaker,  as  it  is  more  likely  to  be  the  expression  of  the 
momentary  passion  or  excitement  of  the  agent**  - 

133.  Liability  of  Servant— The  fact  that  a  master  may  be  Uable ' 
for  a  slander  or  libel  published  by  his  servant  *•  will  not  exempt  the 
latter  from  liability  if  he  consciously  participates  in  the  act  of  def- 
amation, it  being  no  defense  to  him  that  he  was  acting  under  his 
master's  orders,*'  Thus,  the  general  agent  and  district  manager  of 
a  mercantile  agency  has  been  held  personally  responsible  for  libelous 
publications  furnished  through  his  chief  derk  to  his  employer's 

Tel.  Co.,  76  IGniu  368,  77  N.  W.  986,  18.  Hardin  v.  Ciunstoek,  2  A.  K. 

74  A.  S.  R.  502,  43  LJIJL  681.  See  Maisb.  (Sy.)  480,  12  Am.  Dee.  427. 

mpn,  par.  68.  14.  May  v.  Jones,  88  Ga.  308,  14 

10.  Palmeri  Ifanhattan  B.  Co.,  S.  E.  652,  30  A.  8.  It  164,  16  Lil.A. 
133  N.  T.  261,  30  N.  E.  lOOl,  28  A.  S.  637. 

R.  632,  16  LJtA.  136.  16.  Singer  Hfg.  Co.  v.  Taylor,  160 

11.  Hypes  V.  Sonthem  B.  Co.,  82  Ala.  674,  43  So.  210,  124  A.  S.  B.  90, 
S.  0.  316,  64  S.  E.  396,  17  Ann.  Gas.  9  L.R.A.(N.S.)  929;  Behre  v.  National 
620  and  note,  21  LJl.A.(N.S.)  873  Gash  Begiflter  Co.,  100  Ga.  SOS,  27 
and  note.  S.  E.  986,  62  A.  S.  B.  320. 

IS.  Case  V.  Steele  Coal  Co.,  162  Ky.  16.  See  preceding  paragraph. 

68,  171  8.  W.  993,  LBJL1915D  867.  17.  Note:  48  A.  8.  B.  922. 
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subscribers.^'  But  where  a  communication  is  not  defamatory  on  its 
face,  a  servant  cannot  be  held  personally  liable  for  transmitting  it 
unless  it  is  shown  that  he  had  knowledge  of  its  defamatory  character. 

134.  Liability  of  Corporation  for  Libel. — ^It  is  well  settled  that  a 
corporation  in  its  corporate  capacity  may  be  held  liable  in  an  action 
for  damages  for  a  libel  published  by  one  of  its  agents  with  its  authority, 
or  while  the  agent  is  acting  within  the  scope  of  his  employment,-" 
in  the  actual  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  corporation  touching 
the  matter  in  question,'  or  when  his  act  is  ratified  by  the  corporation.' 
But  clearly  a  corporation  is  not  liable  for  a  libel  by  its  agent,  not  in 
the  course  of  his  duty,  and  neither  authorized  nor  approved  by  the 
c(>rporation.'  Where  a  business  is  conducted  in  the  name  of  one  cor- 
poration, as  far  as  employees  and  the  public  are  advised,  it  has  been 
held  to  be  answerable  for  a  libel,  though  the  business  belongs  to 
another  and  different  corporation  whose  name  appears  on  the  letter- 
heads.* It  is  no  defense  that  the  libel  in  question  is  ultra  Vires.^  The 
personal  liability  of  corporate  officers  is  discussed  elaewhera.* 


18.  Pollasky  T.  Hinehener,  81  Mich.   (Tenn.)  729,  31  Am.  .Rep.  663  and 
280,  46  N.  W.  5,  21  A.  S.  B.  516,  9  note;  Missouri  Pae.  R.  Co.  v.  Rich 
L.R.A.  102.  mond,  73  Tex.  568,  11  S.  W.  555,  15 

19.  Grisbam  v.  Western  Union  Tel.  A.  S.  R.  794  and  note,  4  L.R.A.  280; 
Co.,  238  Mo.  480, 142  S.  W.  271,  Ann.  Belo  v.  Fuller,  84  Tex.  450,  91  S.  W. 
Cas.  1913A  535,  37  L.R.A.(N.S.)  861.  616,  31  A.  S.  R.  75;  West  Virginia 

20.  Washington  Gaslight  Co.  v.  Transp.  Co.  v.  Standard  Oil  Co.,  50 
Lmisd.m,  172  U.  S.  534,  19  S.  Ct.  296,  W.  Va.  611,  40  S.  E.  591,  88  A.  S.  R. 
43  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  543;  Waters-Pierce  895.  56  L.R.A.  804. 

Oil  Co.  V.  Bridwell,  103  Ark.  345,  147      Notes:  34  Am.  Rep.  496;  48  A.  S. 

S.  W.  64,  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  837;  May-  R.  922;  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  757. 

nard  v.  Fireman's  Fund  Ins.  Co.,  34      1.  Fo^  v.  Boston,  etc,  148  Mass. 

Cal.  48,  91  Am.  Dec.  672;  Donaldson  513,  20  N.  E.  109,  12  A.  S.  R.  583; 

V.  Mississippi,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  18  la.  280,  Rivers  v.  Yazoo,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  90  Mi^ 

87  Am.  Dec.  391;  Pattison  v.  Gulf  196,  43  So.  471,  9  LR.A.(N.S.)  931. 

Bay  Co.,  116  La.  963,  41  So.  224,  114      Note:  LR.A.1915D  867. 

A.  8.  R.  570;  Bacon  v.  Michigan  Cent.      2.  Pennsylvania  Iron  Works  Co.  v. 

R.  Co.,  55  Mich.  224,  21  N.  W.  324,  54  Vogt  Mach.  Co.,  139  Ky.  497,  96  S. 

Am.  Rep.  372;  Aldrich  v.  Press  Print-  W.  551,  139  A.  S.  R.  604  and  note, 

ing  Co.,  9  Minn.  133,  86  Am.  Dec.  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1023.    See  also  pre- 

84;.  Peterson  v.  Western  Union  Tel.  ceding  paragraph. 

Co.,  75  Minn.  368,  77  N.  W.  985,  74      3.  Southern  Express  Co.  v.  Fitmer, 

A.  S.  R.  502,  43  L.R.A.  581;  Johnson  59  Miss.  581,  42  Am.  Rep.  379. 

V.  St.  Louis  Dispatch  Co.,  65  Mo.  539,     Notes;  115  A,  S.  R.  721;  9  Ann. 

27  Am.  Rep.  293;  Boogher  v.  Life  Cas.  443;  17  Ann.  Cas.  622. 

Ass'n  of  America,  75  Mo.  319,  42      4.  Pattison  v.  Gulf  Bay  Co.,  116 

Am.  Rep.  413;  McDermott  v.  Eve-  La.  963,  41  So.  224,  114  A.  S.  R.  570. 

ning  Journal  Ass'n,  43  N.  J.  L.  488,      5.  Hill  v.  Murphy,  212  Mass.  1,  98 

39  Am.  Rep.  606;  Evening  Journal  N.  E.  781,  40  LJt.A,(N.S.)  1102,  Ann. 

Ass'n   V.   McDermott,  44  N.  J.   L.   Cas.  1913C  374;  Hussey  v.  Norfolk 

430,  43  Am.  Rep.  392;   Shayne  v.  Southern  R.  Co.,  98  N.  C.  34,  3  S.  E.- 

Evening  Post  Pub.  Co.,  168  N.  Y.  70,  923,  2  A.  S.  R.  312. 

fil  N.  E.  115,  85  A.  S.  R.  654,  55     6.  See  Cobpobations,  vol.  7,  p.  507. 

L.R.A.  777;  State  v.  Atchison,  3  Lea 
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135.  Liability  of  Corporation  for  SUfider. — Corporations  have  been 
held  to  be  liable  for  slander,  under  the  same  circumstances  as  they 
would  be  liable  in  ca^  of  libel.^  However,  there  are  some  cases 
which  hold  that  the  liability  of  a  corporation  for  a  slander  uttered 
by  its  agent  stands  on  a  different  footing  in  some  respects  from  its 
liability  for  a  libel  published  by  him.^  Thus  the  stiict  rule  has  been 
laid  down  that  a  corporation  is  not  liable  for  a  slander  uttered  by 
its  agent  or  officer,  even  though  he  is  acting  honestly  for  the  benefit 
of  the  company  and  within  the  scope  of  his  authority,  unless  it  is 
shown  that  the  corporation  expressly  ordered  and  directed  him  to 
utter  the  very  words  in  question.*  Similarly  it  has  been  held  that 
if  the  agent  of  a  corporation  at  his  office  c£dla  a  person  a  thief  in  the 
presence  of  others,  his  principal  cannot  be  held  liable,  in  Uie  absence 
of  evidence  of  a  previous  authorization  or  a  subsequent  ratification.*^ 

136.  Partnership  or  Unincorporated  Association. — According  to  the 
weight  of  authority  a  civil  action  for  the  publication  of  a  libel  can 
be  maintained  against  a  partnership  as  such,  where  the  wrong  was 
participated  in  by  all  the  partners,  or  was  done  by  one  of  them  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  firm's  business.'*  So  also  partners  may  be 
held  liable  as  a  firm  for  slander  committed  by  an  agent  or  sen'ant 
whom  they  have  directed  or  authorized  to  speak  the  words  for  them, 
or  in  their  behalf  or  interest,  or  in  furtherance  of  their  business,  or 
whose  words  they  ratify  with  knowledge  of  the  facts.**  The  logical 
difficulty  in  such  cases  in  imputing  the  malice  of  one  partner  to  the 
partner^ip  is  no  greater  than  in  similar  cases  wherein  corporations 
are  held  liable.*'  Even  though  a  statute  exacts  proof  of  actual  malice 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant  in  a  given  case,  the  malice  of  one  partner 
may  be  imputed  to  his  copartners.**  However,  there  are  authorities 
which  deny  the  right  to  recover  damages  against  a  partnership  for 
libel,  and  particularly  for  slander,  on  the  ground  that  a  defamation 
cannot  be  said  to  be  within  the  acape  of  tiie  business  of  a  legitimate 

7.  Sawyer  v.  Norfolk,  etc.,  Ry.,  142  Ala.  574,  43  So.  210,  124  A.  S.  R.  90 
N.  G.  1,  54  S.  E.  793,  115  A.  S.  R.  and  note,9  L.R.A.(N.S.)  929  and  note; 
716  and  note,  9  Ann.  Gaa.  440  and  Sawyer  v.  Norfolk,  etc.,  Ry.,  142  N.  C. 
note;  Hypes  v.  Southern  R.  Co.,  82  1,  54  S.  £.  793,  115  A.  S.  R.  716  and 
S.  C.  315,  64  S.  E.  395,  17  Ann.  Cas..  note,  9  Ann.  Gas.  440  and  note.  See 
620  and  note,  21  L.R.A.(N.S.)  873  supra,  par.  133. 

and  note.  11.  Note:  21  Ann.  Gas.  484. 

Notes:  16  A.  S.  R.  726  ;  9  Ann.  Gas.  12.  Duqaeene  Distributing  Go.  t. 

444.  Greenbaum,  135  Ky.  182,  121  S.  W. 

8.  Notes:  115  A.  S.  R.  726;  17  Ann.  1026,  21  Ann.  Gas.  481  and  note,  24 


9.  Behre  t.  National  Cash  Register     Note:  67  A.  S.  R.  39. 
Co.,  100  Ga.  213,  27  S.  E.  986,  62  A.     13.  See  two  preceding  paragraphs. 
S.  B.  320.  14.  Lothrop  v.  Adams,  133  Mass 

ID.  Singer  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Taylor,  150  471,  43  Am.  Rep.  528. 


Cas.  623. 


L.R.A.(N.S.)  955. 
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partnership  So  it  has  been  held  that  a  partnership  ia  not  liable 
for  a  slander  uttered  by  one  of  its  members,  where  the  other  partners 
did  not  expressly  direct  the  speaking  of  the  words  complained  of.^* 
In  the  case  of  an  unincoiporated  association,  it  has  been  held  that 
a  member  thereof  cannot  maintain  an  action  against  the  association, 
sued  as  a  partnership,  for  slanderous  words  spoken  of  and  concerning 
him  by  the  association  while  he  was  a  member,  his  remedy,  if  any, 
being  against  the  wrongdoers  individually ;  nor  is  it  material  in  this 
respect  that,  in  consequence  of  the  slander,  he  was  suspended  from 
the  benefits  and  privileges  of  the  association  for  a  term  of  years,  and 
brought  suit  pending  such  term  of  suspension.  The  basis  of  such 
a  ruling  is  that  a  man  cannot  slander  himself,  ei&er  when  he  speaks 
directly  as  an  individual,  or  when  he  speaJcs  indirectly  through  a 
partnership  of  which  he  is  a  member.*'  But  a  member  of  a  voluntary 
association  may  be  held  liable  individually  by  a  stranger  for  a  libel 
when  he  has  procured  a  publication  thereof  through  the  acts  of  the 
ofBcers  of  such  association.*^ 

137.  Proprietor  of  Newspaper. — ^It  has  been  held  that  a  newspaper 
proprietor  is  liable  for  what  he  publishes  in  the  same  manner  as  any 
other  individual,  and  can  defend  an  action  for  libel  or  mitigate  dam- 
ages to  be  recovered  therefor  on  precisely  the  same  ground  as  any 
other  individual  could  defend  an  action  for  slander  in  uttering  the 
same  words  on  the  street.**  When,  therefore,  such  a  proprietor  is 
sued  for  libel  it  is  no  defense  that  the  article  in  quration  appeared 
without  his  knowledge,^**  or  in  his  absence,*  or  that  some  one  else 
wrote  it.'  Moreover,  even  if  those  placed  in  diarge  of  a  periodical 
by  its  proprietor  publish  a  libel  in  defiance  of  his  express  orders,  it 
seems  that  he  is  answerable  therefor  in  a  civil  action.'  But  if  a 
proprietor  did  not  know  or  believe  that  an  article  submitted  to  him 
was  libelous,  but  supposed  it  to  be  purely  fictitious,  it  has  been  held 
that  he  would  not  be  liable  for  its  publication,  even  though  the 
writer  intended  it  to  be  libelous.*   A  corporation  which  publishes 

15.  Note:  21  Ann.  Cas.  484.  Dec.  267  and  note;  State  v.  Mason, 

16.  Page  V.  Citizens'  Banking  Co.,  26  Ore.  273,  38  Pae.  130,  46  A.  S.  R. 
Ill  Ga.  73,  36  S.  E.  418,  78  A.  S.  R.  629,  26  L..R.A.  779  and  note;  Bruce 
144,  51  L.R.A.  463.  v.  Reed,  104  Pa.  St.  408,  49  Am.  Rep. 

17.  Gilbert    v.    Crystal    Fountain  586. 

Lodge,  80  Ga.  284,  4  S.  B.  905,  12  A.  Notes:  62  Am.  Dec.  388;  41  L.R.A. 

S.  R.  255.  653  ;  21  Ann.  Cas.  344. 

18.  Weston  v.  Bamicoat,  175  Mass.  1.  Crane  v.  Bennett,  177  N.  Y.  106, 
454,  56  N.  E.  619,  49  L.R.A.  612.  69  N.  E.  274,  101  A.  S.  R.  722. 

19.  Edwards  v.  San  Jose  Printing  2.  Riley  v.  Lee,  88  Ky.  603,  11  S. 
etc.,  Soc.,  99  Cal.  431,  34  Pac.  128,  W,  713,  21  A.  S.  R.  358. 

37  A.  S.  R.  70  and  note,  3.  Note:  15  A.  S.  R.  335. 

20.  Com.  V.  Nichols,  10  Mete.  4.  Smith  v.  Ashley,  11  Heto.  (Mass.) 
(Mass.)  259,  43  Am.  Dec.  432;  Andr«s  367,  45  Am.  Dec.  216. 

V.  Wells,  7  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  260,  5  Am. 
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a  newspaper  is  liable  the  same  as  any  other  proprietor  for  any  libdous 
matter  contained  therein.'  But  the  president  of  a  new^f^er  cor- 
poration is  not  personally  liable  for  a  libel  published  in  the  newspaper, 
in  the  absence  of  personal  participation  in  the  tortious  act'  As 
respects  the  question  who  may  be  regarded  as  the  proprietor  of  a 
newspaper  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  suit,  it  has  been  held  that  an 
administrator,  manager,  owner,  or  one  of  Uie  owners  of  a  newspaper 
is  a  proprietor  within  the  meaning  of  a  statute  making  every  author, 
editor  or  proprietor  of  a  newspaper  chargeable  with  tibe  publication 
of  any  libel  therein.^  But  wh&ee  a  printing  press  and  new^aper 
establishment  were  assigned  to  a  person,  merely  as  security  for  a 
debt,  and  the  press  remained  in  the  exclusive  possession  and  under 
ihe  management  of  the  assignor,  this  was  held  not  to  constitute  such 
an  ownership  in  the  person  holding  such  lien  as  would  render  him 
liable  as  proprietor.' 

138.  Liability  of  Persons  Other  than  Proprietor  of  Nevspaper  for 
Libelous  Article. — ^It  has  been  held  that  the  managing  editor  of  a 
newspaper  is  equally  liable  with  the  pn^rietor  and  publisher  in  a 
civil  action  for  tiie  publication  of  a  libelous  article,  whether  he  knows 
of  the  publication  or  not,  as  it  is  his  business  to  know ;  and  the  fact 
that  he  is  only  editor  in  a  particular  department,  and  has  no  control 
over  the  department  in  which  the  article  complained  of  appears,  has 
been  said  to  be  immaterial.*  On  tiie  other  hand  there  is  authority 
to  the  effect  that  the  editor  in  chief  of  a  newspt^er  who  is  not  the 
proprietor  cannot  be  held  liable  personally  for  a  libel  published  in 
the  newspaper,  where  it  appears  affirmatively  that  he  was  not  on 
duty  during  any  part  of  the  time  between  the  reception  of  the  libelous 
matter  by  the  newspaper  and  the  publication,  that  he  did  not  par- 
ticipate in  the  publication,  and  that  he  had  no  knowledge  of  the  libel 
until  after  ite  publication.**  In  England,  the  printer  of  a  periodical 
is  also  an8werfU}le  for  any  libel  therein,  and  he  cannot  av(ad  liability 
on  any  grounds  which  are  not  equally  available  to  its  proprietor.'* 
The  rule  seems  to  be  well  settled  that  any  person  procuring  the  publi- 
cation of  a  libel  in  a  newspaper  is  responsible  therefor,  and  it  ia  not 
necessary,  in  order  to  hold  him  liable,  to  show  that  he  participated 

6.  Hobokn  Prm^gr,  etc,  Co.  v.  260,  6  Am.  Dee.  267. 

Kahn,  59  N.  J.  L.  218,  36  Atl.  1053,  9.  Smith  t.  Utley,  02  Wis.  133,  65 

69  A.  S.  R.  685.  N.  W.  744,  35  L.R.A.  620. 

Note:  28  L.B.A.  427.  Notes:  15  A.  S.  B.  336;  7  Ann.  Cas. 

6.  FoIweU  T.  UiUer,  145  Fed.  496,  457. 

75  C.  C.  A.  489,  7  Ann.  Cas.  455  10.  FolweU  v.  MiUer,  145  Fed.  495, 
and  note,  10  LJtjL(N.S.)  332  and  75  C.  C.  A.  489,  7  Ann.  Cas.  455 
note.  and  note,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  332  and 

7.  Ocampa  t.  United  States,  234  U.  note. 

S.  91,  34  S.  Ct.  712,  58  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)      11.  Note:  15  A.  S.  B.  836, 
1231. 

8.  Andres  v.  Welle,  7  Johns.  (N.  Y.) 
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in  printing,  publishing  or  even  in  writing  the  defamat9ry  matter. 
Cut  a  contributor  to  a  publication  is  not  responsible  for  matter  inserted 
by  the  publisher."  Moreover,  while  the  author  of  a  libel  which  bas 
been  published  in  a  periodical  is  generally  answerable  therefor  equally 
witb  the  proprietor,  he  is  not  Hable  merely  because  he  is  its  author. 
One  who  composes  a  libel  does  not  thereby  commit  any  actionable 
wrong.  It  is  only  when  his  act  causes  its  publication  that  he  commits 
an  actionable  wrong  and  becomes  responsible  for  its  consequences. 
It  need  not,  however,  be  shown  by  direct  evidence  that  the  author 
of  a  libel  procured  its  publication,  if  it  appears  that  he  did  that  from 
which  his  desire  for  or  his  assent  to  the  publication  may  be  presumed. 
For  instance,  if  he  sends  manuscript  to  the  publisher  of  a  periodical, 
and  the  latter  prints  either  the  whole  thereof  or  a  part  only,  the  author 
must  be  regarded  as  guilty  of  the  publication,  and  held  responsible 
accordingly."  It  has  also  been  held  that  merely  uttering  slanderous 
words  to  a  reporter  will  not  subject  a  defendant  to  any  responsibility 
for  a  libelous  article  unless  he  directs  and  authorizes  the  publication 
of  the  defamatory  matter.  But  one  who  makes  a  false  and  malicious 
statement,  with  the  intent  and  understanding  that  it  will  be  pubhshed, 
cannot  escape  the  penalty  of  the  law  for  the  mere  reason  that  no 
specific  request  is  made  to  reduce  the  statement  to  writing  and  to 
publish  the  same.  If  the  statement  is  indicated  for  publication,  with 
the  intention  that  it  will  be  written  and  published,  and  the  purpose 
in  that  respect  is  carried  out,  the  party  who  makes  it  witb  such  intent 
and  understanding  is  equally  as  guilty  as  if  an  express  request  for 
publication  had  been  made.*'  A  contract  by  which  the  author  of  a 
libel  agrees  to  indemnify  the  publisher  thereof  is  generally  held  to 
be  void  as  being  based  on  an  illegal  consideration.**  Those  who 
distribute  periodicals,  either  gratuitously  or  through  the  sale  thereof, 
thereby  become  publishers  of  any  libel  to  be  found  therein,  and  are 
equally  liable  with  the  proprietor,  unless  they  can  prove  that  they  did 
not  know,  nor  have  any  reason  to  suspect,  ihai  such  periodicals  con- 
tained any  libelous  matter,  in  which  case  they  will  be  exonerated.*' 
The  seller  of  a  newspaper  containing  a  libel  must  therefore  assume 
the  burden  of  proving  that  he  did  not  know  that  it  contained  libelous 
matter." 


13.  Smith  V.  Smith,  73  Hiefa.  445,  N.  W.  1046,  63  LJLJl.  235. 
41  N.  W.  499,  16  A.  S.  R.  594,  3     14.  Note:  15  A.  S.  B.  335. 
L.B.A.  52;  Zrer  v.  Hofflin,  33  Minn.     16.  Note:  Ann.  Gas.  19130  16. 
66,  21  N.  W.  862.  53  Am.  R^.  9;     16.  Atkina  v.  Johnson,  43  Vt  78, 
Weston  Electric  Instrument  C^.  v.  5  Am.  Rep.  260  and  note.   See  Con- 
Benecke,  82  N.  J.  L.  445,  82  Atl.  878,  tsacts,  vol.  6,  p.  726. 
Ann.  Gas.  1913D  11  and  note;  Dawson     17.  Emmens  v.  Pottle,  16  Q.  B.  D. 
v.  Holt,  U  Lea  (Tenn.)  583,  47  Am.  354,  55  L.  J.  Q.  B.  51,  53  L.  T.  N.  S. 
Rep.  312;  Huetze  v.  Tutenr,  77  Wis.  808,  34  W.  B.  116,  9  Eng.  Bui.  Gas. 
236,  46  N.  W.  123,  20  A.  S.  B.  116,  32  and  note. 
9  LRA.  86.  Note:  15  A.  S.  B.  335. 

13.  Elos  T.  Zahorik,  113  la.  161,  84     18.  Street  t.  Johnson,  80  VHb,  456. 
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139.  General  Form  and  Sufficiency;  Bill  of  Particttlars. — ^At  com- 
mon law,  the  remedy  for  libel  or  slander  was  an  action  of  trespass 
on  the  case.**  It  is  obvious  that,  for  the  most  part,  the  form  of  the 
petition  or  complaint  in  an  action  for  libel  or  slander  is  determined 
by  the  general  rules  of  procedure  governing  such  pleadings.***  In 
some  jurisdictionft^  Jiowever,  the  form  of  the  petition  is  prescribed 
by  statute/  and  if  tne  statute  is  not  substantially  complied  with,  the 
petition  is  demurrable.*  That  unnecessary  matter  is  incorporated  in 
a  complaint  charging  libel  will  not  destroy  the  sufficiency  of  the 
pleading  if  the  import  of  the  libelous  charge  is  not  qualified  or 
modified  by  the  entire  article  pleaded  *  While  as  a  rule,  privilege  is 
to  be  pleaded  as  affirmative  matter  of  defense,*  it  appears  not  to  be 
erroneous  for  the  plaintiff  to  allege  spccitically,  in  his  petition,  facts 
which  show  the  nonexistence  of  any  privilege.^  It  has  been  held 
that  a  foreign  corporation  suing  for  libel  should  set  out  its  charter 
at  length  in  the  petition,  so  that  the  court  may  determine  whether 
the  alleged  libelous  publication  was  false  in  stating  the  mode  in  which 
it  authorized  the  business  of  the  company  to  be  done;  and  that  an 
omission  to  do  so  is  fatal.  And  the  charter  cannot  be  treated  as  prop- 
erly pleaded  mhea  brought  before  the  court  only  as  a  part  of  the 
alleged  libelous  publication;  nor  is  the  nec^sity  of  setting  out  the 
charts  in  full  obviated  by  the  use  of  the  usual  formula,  that  the  de- 
fendant falsely  and  maliciously  wrote,  published,  etc.  This  is  sufficient 
in  an  action  by  a  natural  person  for  words  actionable  in  themselves, 
because  the  law  presumes  such  person  to  be  of  good  credit  and  char- 
acter until  the  contrary  Is  shown;  but  the  court  cannot  presume  that 
the  legislature  of  a  foreign  state  has  not  granted  an  unwise  charter 
and  authorized  ihe  company  to  do  tbe  thing  which  the  publication 
charges  it  with  proposing  to  do.'  Where  an  alleged  defamation  occurs 
through  the  institution  of  legal  proceedings,  it  appears  to  be  unnecea* 

50  N.  W.  395,  27  A.  S.  B.  42,  14     8.  Count  Joannes  t.  Burt,  6  Allen 


19.  Cox  T.  Striekland,  120  Oa.  104,  3.  Woolley  t.  Plaindealer  Pub.  Co.. 
47  S.  E.  912,  1  Ann.  Cas.  870  and  47  Ore.  619,  84  Pao.  473,  5  L.R.A. 
note.  (N.S.)  498. 

20.  Behre  t.  National  Cash  Begister  4.  Goseursch  t.  Donm,  161  Cal.  511, 
Co.,  100  Ga.  213.  27  S.  E.  986,  62  A.  119  Pac.  656,  Ann.  Gas.  1913D  442; 
S.  B.  320;  Cole  t.  Millspaugh,  111  Gudger  v.  Penland,  108  N.  C.  593,  13 
Minn.  159,  126  H.  W.  626,  137  A.  8.  8.  £.  168,  23  A.  S.  B.  73.  See  infra, 
B.  546,  20  Ann.  Caa.  717,  28  LJl^  par.  158. 

(N.S.)  152.  5.  Bandall  t.  Hamilton,  45  La.  Ann. 

1.  Poling  V.  Pickens,  70  W.  Va.  1184,  14  So.  73,  22  L.B.A.  649. 

117,  73  S.  E.  251,  Ann.  Cas.  1913D  6.  Hahnemann   Life   Ins.   Co.  v. 


L3.A.  203. 


(Mass.)  236,  83  Am.  Dec.  625. 


995. 


Beebe,  48  111.  87,  95  Am.  Dec.  519. 
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sary  to  show  that  such  proceedings  have  terminated  in  favor  of  the 
plaintiff  in  the  action  for  libel.^  In  reference  to  hills  of  particalais, 

the  general  rule  is  that  either  party  to  an  action  for  Uhel  or  slander 
is  entitled  to  a  bill  of  particulars  where  the  pleadings  of  the  adverse 
litigant  do  not  state  sufficiently  the  facts  intended  to  be  relied  on 
in  support  or  in  defense  of  the  action,  to  enable  the  party  seeking 
the  bill  to  prepare  for  the  trial.  If,  however,  a  bill  of  particulars  is 
not  necessary  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case  to  enable  the  adverse 
party  to  conduct  or  defend  the  action,  it  will  not  f>e  ordered.^  The 
failure  of  a  complaint  for  slander  to  state  tlie  time  when  the  slanderous 
statement  was  made  is  considered  sutticient  ground  for  a  bill  of  par- 
ticulars. Likewise,  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  or  in  whose 
presence  a  slanderous  statement  was  made  should  be  stated  in  the 
complaint,  and  ihe  failure  to  do  so  is  ground  for  a  bill  of  particulars.' 
Where  the  plaintiff  claims  special  damages^*  it  has  been  held  that 
a  bill  of  particulars  will  be  granted  to  disclose  the  facts  out  of  which 
such  damages  are  claimed  to  have  arisen,  though  in  cases  where  the 
plaintiff  claims  only  general  damages,  a  bill  of  particulars  as  to  the 
elements  of  the  damages  claimed  will  not  be  ordered.^^ 

140.  Joinder  of  Causes. — complaint  containing  two  distinct  and 
independent  causes  of  action  in  the  same  count,  one  for  damages  for 
interfering  with  the  plaintiff's  property,  and  ^e  other  for  damage 
to  his  reputation,  is  l^d  for  misjoinder.^*  And  a  cause  of  action  for 
slander  cannot  be  joined  with  one  for  malicious  prosecution,  or  for 
malicious  abuse  of  legal  process.^'  But  it  has  been  held  that  a  charge 
of  slander  accompanied  by  a  tortious  act  may  be  joined  in  one  count 
with  a  charge  setting  forth  such  act.'*  Different  actionable  words, 
spoken  at  different  times,  constitute  several  and  distinct  causes  of 
action,  and  should  be  embodied  in  separate  counts.  Hence,  a  count 
in  a  declaration  for  slander,  charging  the  uttering  of  three  distinct 
slanderous  statements,  is  bad  for  duplicity.**  But  if  several  slanderous 
charges  are  all  made  in  a  single  conversation,  though  relating  to 
distinct  offenses,  they  constitute  but  one  cause  of  action  and  should 
all  be  embraced  in  a  single  count  Therefore,  if  a  complaint  con- 
taining two  or  more  counts  alleges  a  speaking  by  the  defendant  of 
Uie  different  slanderous  words  stated  in  the  several  counts,  the  plain- 

7.  Hoore  v.  Rolin,  89  Ya.  107,  16  40  LJI.A.  382. 

8.  E.  620, 16  L.R.A.  626.  13.  Green  v.  Davies,  182  N.  Y.  499, 

8.  Irwin  v.  Taabman,  30  S.  D.  502,  76  N.  E.  536,  3  Ann.  Cas.  310. 

139  N.  W.  115,  Ann.  Cas.  1916C  1263  14.  Patterson  v.  Wilkinson,  55  He. 
ud  note.  42,  92  Am.  Dec  568;  Miles  v.  Old- 

9.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1915G  1267.      field,  4  Yeatea  (Pa.)  423,  2  Am.  De«. 

10.  See  infra,  par.  190.  412. 

11.  NoU:  Ann.  Cas.  1915C  1268.  16.  Brinsfleld  v.  Howeth,  107  Md. 
13.  Qoi«  V.  Condon,  87  Md.  368,  39  278,  68  Aa  666,  24  L.B.A.(N.S.) 

AtL  1042,  67  A.  S.  R.  352  and  note,  583. 
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tiff,  on  motion  of  the  defendant,  may  be  required  to  make  his  com- 
plaint more  definite  and  certain  by  showing  therein  whether  the 
charges  made  in  such  counts  all  relate  to  words  spoken  in  the  same 
conversation.^*  However,  the  refusal  of  the  judge  to  require  the 
plaintiff  to  elect  on  which  of  two  counts  in  slander  for  tiie  same 
cause  of  action  he  will  proceed  on  the  trlaX  is  not  a  ground  of 
exception.*' 

141.  Necessary  Allegations  in  GeneraL — declaration  for  libel  has 
been  held  demurrable  where  it  does  not  charge  the  defendant  with 
malice  or  wit^  the  publication  of  something  defamatory,  scandalous, 
or  other  than  the  exact  truth.*'   But  it  is  not  indispensable  in  an 

action  for  libel  that  the  word  "maliciously"  be  used  in  the  declaration. 
It  is  sufficient  if  words  of  equivalent  power  or  import  are  used.**  Kor 
sample,  an  all^ation  that  the  words  employed  were  false  is  suffi- 
cient." As  respects  allegations  of  knowledge,  it  has  been  held  that, 
in  a  complaint  against  a  vendor  of  a  newspaper  containing  a  libel, 
it  is  sufficient  to  state  that  he  wilfully  and  intentionally  sold  and 
delivered  the  paper,  without  adding  that  he  knew  that  it  contained 
the  libelous  article,  there  being  a  presumption  that  he  knew  that  it 
contained  libelous  matter.*  Where  an  allegation  of  "want  of  reason- 
able or  probable  cause"  ia  required  by  statute,  an  averment  of  want 
of  "justifiable  cause  or  excuse"  has  been  held  insufficient*  In  ref- 
erence to  allegations  of  publication  of  a  slander,  it  is  sufficient  to  aver 
that  the  words  complained  of  were  spoken  and  published  of  and 
concerning  the  plaintiff.  This  averment  necessarily  implies  the 
presence  of  some  one  to  whom,  or  in  whose  presence,  publicity  was 
given  to  the  charge.  The  name  of  the  person  to  whom  publication 
was  made  need  not  be  set  forth  in  the  petition.'  Moreover,  even 
though  a  petition  is  defective  in  charging  publication,  if  the  defend- 
ant admits  the  publication  and  attempts  to  justify  in  his  answer,  he 
is  estopped  from  objecting  to  the  complaint  on  the  ground  that 
publication  is  not  sufficiently  alleged.*  Some  authorities  regard 
an   averment  of  the  falsity   of  alleged   defamatory  matter  as 

16.  Thompson  v.  Harria,  64  Kan.  113,  21  Am.  Dee.  102. 

124,  67  Pao.  456,  91  A.  S.  R.  187  and  1.  Street  v.  Johnson,  80  Wis.  455, 
note.  50  N.  W.  395,  27  A.  S.  E.  42,  14 

17.  Shefflll  T.  Van  Densen,  15  Gray  L.R.A.  203. 

(Mass.)  485,  77  Am.  Dec.  377  and  2.  Lawson  v.  Hieka,  38  Ala.  279,  81 

note.  Ara.  Dec.  49. 

18.  Henry  v.  Cherry,  30  R.  I.  13,  3.  Ware  v.  Cartledge,  24  Ala.  622, 
73  Atl.  97, 136  A.  S.  R.  928,  24  L.R.A.  60  Am.  Dec.  489. 

(N.S.)  931,  18  Ann.  Cas.  1006.  4.  Sheibley  v.  Hnse,  75  Neb.  81L 

19.  White  V.  NichoUfl,  3  How.  266,  106  N.  W.  1028,  13  Ann.  Cas.  376. 
n  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  591. 

20.  King  V.  Root,  4  Wend.  (N.  Y.) 
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essential ;  *  and  it  has  been  held  that  an  allegation  of  malice  is  not  broad 
enou^  to  dispense  with  it.*  But  tiiere  is  other  authority  to  the  effect 
that  an  averment  of  falsity  is  merely  a  matter  of  aggravation  and  is 
immaterial,  at  least  where  the  words  charged  are  actioriable  per  se.' 

142.  Setting  Out  Defamatory  Words. — According  to  the  great 
weight  of  authority,  in  an  action  for  libel  or  slander  the  exact  language 
of  the  defamatory  publication  must  be  set  out  in  the  complaint,  and 
it  is  not  sufficient  to  set  out  the  publication  in  its  substance  and  effect.' 
In  fact  it  has  even  been  held  that  if  slanderous  words  were  uttered 
in  the  form  of  a  question,  they  will  not  be  admitted  in  support  of 
a  declaration  charging  them  to  have  been  spoken  affirmatively.*  If 
a  libel  is  contained  in  two  or  more  successive  letters,  and  no  one  of 
them  is  complete  without  the  othere,  all  the  letters  must  be  set  out. 
Likewise,  the  whole  of  a  libelous  article  in  a  newspaper  must  be  pro- 
duced if  the  passages  alleged  to  be  libelous  are  not  clear,  or  where 
the  rest  of  the  article  would  vary  the  meaning,  though  if  the  omitted 
parts  would  not  vary  the  meaning,  the  omission  is  not  fatal.*"  A 
count  in  slander,  not  setting  out  the  words  alleged  to  bo  slanderous, 
has  been  held  bad,  even  after  verdict.'*  The  reason  for  requiring  the 
pleader  to  set  forth  the  alleged  defamatory  matter  with  such  par- 
ticularity is  twofold.  In  the  first  place,  whether  there  is  any  liability 
depends  on  what  was  said  or  on  what  the  writing  complained  of  con- 
tained, and  the  langutige  employed  must  be  set  forth  so  that  the  court 
may  properly  judge  of  its  sufficiency  to  impose  liability.  In  the 
second  place,  the  alleged  defamatory  matter  must  be  set  out  in  hsec 
verba  in  the  complaint  in  order  that  the  defendant  may  be  advised 
as  to  the  exact  charges  which  he  will  be  called  on  to  meet.'*  In  a 
few  jurisdictions,  however,  it  has  been  held  that  it  is  not  necessary 
to  set  out  the  alleged  defamatory  language  verbatim,  but  that  it  may 
be  set  out  in  substance  and  effect.''  In  cases  where  it  is  impossible 
to  resort  to  a  verbal  description  of  defamatory  matter,  as,  for  instance, 
when  movements,  postures  or  pictures  are  used,  or  when  injury 
results  from  reporting  a  person's  commercial  standing  "in  blank,*' 
the  complaint  should  state  the  facts,  with  Buck  explanations  as  to 

6.  Wabash  R.  Co.  v.  Young,  162  Ind.  110,  15  Rev.  Rep.  432,  9  Ene.  Rul. 

102,  69  N.  E.  1003,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  Cas.  89  and  note. 

MMJl.  9.  Yeatas  v.  Reed,  4  Blackf.  (Ind.) 

6.  Dickinson  v.  Hathaway,  122  La.  463,  32  Am.  Dee.  43 

644,  48  So.  136,  21  L.R.A.1N.S.)  33.     10.  Note;  9  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  94. 

7.  Scofield  V.  Milwaukee  Free  Press  11.  Parsons  v.  Bellowa,  6  N.  H.  289. 
Co.,  126  Wis.  81,  105  N.  W.  227,  2  25  Am.  Dec  461. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  691.  12.  Kirby  v.  Martindale,  19  S.  D, 

8.  Runge  v.  Franklin,  72  Tex.  585,  394,  103  N.  W.  648,  9  Ann.  Cas.  493 
10  S.  W.  721,  13  A.  S.  R.  833,  3  and  note. 

L.R.A.  417;  Zenobio  v.  Axtell,  6  T.  R.  13.  Nye  v.  Otis,  8  Mass.  122.  5  Am. 

162,  3  Rev.  Rep.  142,  9  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  Dec.  79, 

87  and  note;  Cook  v.  Cox,  3  M.  ft  S.  Note:  9  Ann.  Cas.  496. 
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what  was  meant  as  are  necessary  to  show  the  defamatory  character 
of  the  publication. So  in  an  action  for  libel,  where  the  libel  con- 
sists of  a  picture  which  does  not  appear  in  Uie  record,  it  has  been 
held  that  there  must  be  an  allegation  as  to  its  libelous  character.*' 
If  alleged  defamatory  words  were  spoken  in  a  foreign  language,  the 
words  should  be  set  out  in  that  language  and  a  translation  given  in 
the  declaration,^*  it  being  of  course  necoEsary  to  prove  that  the  transla- 
tion is  correct.*'  The  sufficiency  of  the  complaint  in  such  cases  is 
to  be  tested  by  the  translation.  Even  though  the  words  in  the  foreign 
language  may  be  actionable,  the  complaint  does  not  show  a  cause 
of  action  if  those  used  in  the  translation  are  not  defamatory.^^ 

143.  Allegation  of  Damages. — ^The  general  rules  applicable  in 
pleading  damages  generally  apply  to  actions  for  libel  or  slander.'* 
In  such  cases  it  is  nec^sary  for  a  plaintiff  to  allege  in  his  petition 
as  well  as  to  prove  special  damages  before  he  is  entitled  to  recover,''* 
unless  the  defamatory  words  in  quesUon  are  actionable  per  se.'  How- 
ever, the  fact  that  a  publication  is  actionable  per  se  does  not,  of  itself, 
render  evidence  of  special  damages,  or  of  specific  acts  of  others  towards 
the  plaintiff  in  consequence  of  the  publication,  admissible,  unless  it 
is  alleged  in  the  complaint,  the  plaintiff  being  presumed,  in  the 
absence  of  an  allegation  of  special  damage,  to  rest  content  with  such 
damages  as  are  the  natural  result  of  the  defamatory  publication  on 
his  character,  reputation,  and  feelings,  without  proof  of  specific  facte.* 
It  is  not  sufficient  to  allege,  by  way  of  special  damage,  merely  that 
the  plaintiff  has  been  injured  in  name  and  fame.*  It  has  be^  stated 
to  be  the  rule  that  in  case  of  a  loss  of  customers  as  a  result  of  a 

14.  Bradstreet  Co.  v.  0iU,  72  Tex.  179  N.  Y.  27,  71  N.  E.  258,  1  Ann. 
115,  9  S.  W.  763,  13  A.  S.  R.  768,  2  Cas.  196;  Herah  v.  Ringrwalt,  3  Yeates 
LJI.A.  405.  See  also  infra,  par.  149  (Pa.)  508,  2  Am.  Dec.  392;  Hirshfield 
et  seq.  v.  Fort  Worth  Nat.  Bank,  83  Tex.  452, 

15.  Roberson  v.  Rochester  Folding  18  S.  W.  743,  29  A.  S.  R.  660  and 
Box  Co.,  171  N.  Y.  538,  64  N.  E.  442,  note,  15  L.R.A.  639;  Scofield  v.  Mil- 
89  A.  S.  R.  828,  59  L.R.A.  478.  waukee  Free  Press  Co.,  126  Wis.  81, 

16.  Zenobio  v.  Axtell,  6  T.  R.  162,  105  N.  W.  227,  2  L.R.A,(N.S.)  691; 
3  Rev.  Rep.  142,  9  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  87  Lynch  v.  Knight,  9  H.  L.  Cas.  577,  8 
and  note.  Jur.  N.  S.  724,  5  L.  T.  N.  S.  291,  8 

17.  Romano  v.  De  Vito,  191  Mass.  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  382. 

457,  78  N.  E.  105,  6  Ann.  Cas.  731.     1.  Tracy  v.  Hacket,  19  Ind.  App. 

18.  K         V.  H  f  20  Wis.  239,  133,  49  N.  E.  185,  65  A.  S.  R.  398 

91  Am.  Dec.  397.  and  note ;  Gustin  v.  Evening  Press  Co., 

19.  See  Dahagbs,  vol.  8,  p.  610  et  172  Mich.  311,  137  N.  W.  674,  Ann. 
seq.  Cas.  1914D  95.    See  supra,  par.  4; 

20.  Newman  v.  Stein,  75  Mieh.  402,  infra,  par.  189,  190. 

42  N.  W.  956, 13  A.  S.  R.  447;  Mitchell  2.  McDuff  v.  Detroit  Evening  Jour- 
V,  Bradstreet  Co.,  U6  Mo.  226,  22  S.  nal  Co.,  84  Mieh.  1,  47  N.  W.  671, 
W.  358,  724,  38  A.  S.  R.  592.  20  22  A.  S.  R.  673  and  note.  See  infra, 
L.R.A.  138;  Woodruff  v.  Bradstreet  par.  189. 

Co.,  116  N.  Y.  217,  22  N.  E.  .-154,  5  '  3.  Pollard  v.  Lyon,  91  D.  S  225,  23 
L.BJ1. 55S;  Crashley  v.  Press  Pub.  Co.,  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  308. 
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defamatory  publication,  the  customers  should  be  named  in  a  petition 
or  declaration  setting  forth  special  damage.  It  has  been  held,  how- 
ever, that  such  damage  for  loss  of  business  may  bo  assigned  generally, 
without  stating  the  names  of  the  customers  lost,  where  the  individueds 
may  be  supposed  to  be  unknown  to  the  plaintiff,  or  where  it  is  impos- 
sible to  specify  them,  or  where  they  are  so  numerous  as  to  excuse  a 
specific  description  *  It  has  also  been  held  that  an  allegation  in  an 
action  for  libdi  or  slander  that  the  plainrtiff  sought  employment  from 
many  persons  or  firms,  and  was  refused  on  account  of  the  publication 
complained  of,  is  sufficient  to  permit  evidence  on  that  subject  without 
alleging  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  he  had  made  application, 
if  more  specific  averments  are  not  requested,*  or  the  defendant  has 
proceeded  to  trial  without  noticing  such  failure.*  A  separate  demand 
for  damages  need  not  be  appended  to  each  allegation  setting  up  a 
cause  of  action.' 

144.  Notice  of  Suit. — In  some  jurisdictions  the  statutes  provide 
that  before  any  action  shall  be  brought  for  a  newsp^>er  libel  the 
aggrieved  party  shall  serve  a  notice  on  the  publisher,  specifying  the 
statement  therein  claimed  to  be  false  and  defamatory,  such  notice 
being  given  for  the  purpose  of  affording  the  publisher  an  opportunity 
to  retract,  in  which  event  only  actual  damages  are  recoverable.^  In 
some  of  the  cases  the  question  has  arisen  as  to  whether  the  giving  of 
such  notice  is  a  condition  precedent  to  the  maintenance  of  the  action 
and  must  be  alleged  in  the  plaintiff's  petition.  But  while  it  has  been 
held  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  plaintiff  to  give  such  notice  and  to 
allege  the  giving  of  it  in  his  complaint  in  order  to  maintain  an  action,* 
unquestionably  the  general  rule  is  that  a  failure  to  give  such  notice 
is  merely  matter  of  defense  and  affects  only  the  right  to  recover 
punitive  damages.** 

145.  Amendment. — In  actions  for  libel  or  slander,  it  seems  that 
the  court  may  permit  the  plaintiff  to  amend  his  petition,  complaint, 
or  declaration  after  tiie  trial  has  been  entered  on,  by  inserting  ad- 
ditional words,  or  by  striking  out  the  original  words,  and  inserting 
other  words  varying  in  term£,  though  amounting  very  much  to  the 

4.  Douglass  V.  Daisley,  114  Fed.  628,  7.  Gudgar  v.  Penland,  108  N.  C.  693, 
52  C.  C.  A.  324,  67  L.R.A.  475;  Tren-  13  S.  E.  168,  23  A.  S.  R.  73. 

ton  Mut.  Life,  etc.,  Ins.  Co.  v.  Perrine,     8.  See  supra,  par.  73. 
23  N.  J.  L.  402,  57  Am.  Dec.  400  and      9.  Note:  13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  525. 
note;  Denney  v.  Nortliwestem  Credit     10.  Comer  v.  Age-Herald  Pub.  Co., 
Ass'n,  55  Wash.  331,  104  Pac.  769,  25  151  Ala.  613,  44  So.  673,  13  L.R.A 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  1021.  (N.S.)  525  and  note;  Fitzpatrick  v. 

5.  Missouri  Pac.  R.  Co.  v.  Richmond,  Age-Herald  Pub.  Co.,  184  Ala.  510,  63 
73  Tex.  568,  11  S.  W.  656,  16  A.  S.  So.  980,  51  L.R.A.  401;  Osbom  v. 
R.  794,  4  L.R.A.  280.  Leach,  135  N.  C.  628,  47  S.  E.  811, 

6.  Morasse  v.  Brochu,  151  Mass.  567,  66  LJtJL  648.' 


25  N,  E.  74,  21  A.  S.  R.  474,  8  L.R.A: 
524. 
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aamo  in  import,  such  an  amendment  being  held  to  present  no  new 
cause  of  action.^^  But  an  amendment  which  embraces  an  entirely 
new  set  of  words,  essentially  different  from  those  previously  alleged, 
and  of  themselves  constituting  a  new  cause  of  action,  is  improper.^' 
A  plaintiff  cannot,  by  amendment^  change  an  action  for  libd  or 
slander  into  an  action  for  malicious  prcsecution,  or  an  action  for 
malicious  prosecution  into  one  for  libel  or  slander.^ 

Inducement,  Colloquium  and  Innuendo 

146.  In  General. — Whenever  an  alleged  defamatory  statement  con- 
tains anything  that  is  obscure,  or  needs  explanation  to  show  its  defama- 
tory character,  it  is  necessary  that  the  petition,  declaration,  or  com- 
plaint, in  an  action  to  recover  damages  therefor,  point  out  the  sense 
in  which  the  words  were  used  and  understood  by  those  to  whom  they 
were  addressed.'*  It  is  also  a  general  rule  that  the  petition  or  com- 
plaint must  connect  the  plaintiff  with  the  defamatory  words  alleged." 
The  terms  generally  employed  to  define  such  explanatory  matter 
are:  inducement,  colloquium  and  innuendo." 

147.  The  Inducement — The  oflBce  of  the  inducement  is  to  narrate 
the  extrinsic  circumstances  which,  coupled  with  the  language  pub- 
lished, affect  its  construction,  and  render  it  actionable,  where,  stand- 
ing alone  and  not  thus  explained,  the  language  would  appear  either 
not  to  concern  the  plaintiff,  or,  if  concerning  him,  not  to  affect  him 
injuriously.  This  being  the  office  of  the  inducement,  it  follows  that 
if  the  language  does  not  naturally  and  per  se  refer  to  tiie  plaintiff, 
nor  convey  the  meaning  the  plaintiff  contends  for,  or  if  it  is  ambiguous 
and  equivocal,  and  requires  explanation  by  some  extrinsic  matters 
to  show  its  relation  to  the  plaintiff,  making  it  actionable,  the  com- 
plaint must  allege,  by  way  of  inducement,  the  existence  of  such 
extraneous  matter,'^  In  many  jurisdictions,  however,  there  are  now 
statutory  provisions  to  the  effect  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  state  in  the 
complaint  any  extrinsic  facts  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  applica- 
tion to  the  plaintiff  of  the  defamatory  matter  out  of  which  the  cause 
of  action  arose,  but  that  it  is  sufficient  to  state  generally  that  the  same 

11.  Hawks  T.  Patton,  18  Ga.  62,  63  etc.,  Soo.,  99  Cal.  431,  34  Pae.  128, 
Am.  Dec.  266;  Proctor  v.  Owens,  18  37  A.  S.  R.  70  and  note;  Rice  v.  Sim- 
Ind.  21.  81  Am.  Dec.  341;  Klos  v.  monB,  2  Har.  (Del.)  417,  31  Am.  Dee. 
Zahorik,  113  la.  161,  84  N.  W.  1046,  766;  Little  v.  Barlow,  26  Ga.  423,  71 
53  L.R.A.  235.  Am.  Dec.  219;  Paxton  v.  Woodward, 

12.  Miles  V.  Vanhom,  17  Ind.  245,  31  Mont.  195,  78  Pac.  215,  107  A.  S. 
79  Am.  Dec.  477  and  note.  R.  416,  3  Ann.  Cas.  546. 

13.  Cooper  v.  Armour,  42  Fed.  215,      15.  See  infra,  par.  148. 

8  L.R.  A.  47 ;  Shock  v.  McChesney,  4  16.  See  three  succeeding:  paragraphs. 

Yeates  (Pa.)' 607,  2  Am.  Dee.  415  and  17.  Squires  v.  State,  39  Tex.  Crim. 

note.  96,  45  S.  W.  147,  73  A.  S.  R.  904. 

Note:  51  A.  S.  R.  426.  Note:  13  Ann.  Cas.  381. 

14.  Edwards  t.  San  Jose  Printing, 
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was  published  or  spoken  concerning  the  plaintifF.^^  At  common  law 
it  was  also  customary  for  the  dedarataon  in  an  action  of  slander  to 
recite  the  good  character  and  reputation  of  the  plaintifiF,  the  malicious 
intent  of  ^e  defendant  to  injure  Ihe  former's  good  name  and  reputa- 
tion, and  damage  to  it  from  the  act  of  the  defendant  Such  recitals, 
known  as  matters  of  inducement,  are  now  very  generally  held  to  be 
mere  surplusage,**  not  traversable,"  and  unnecessary  to  be  proved.* 
148.  The  Colloqaiuin. — In  actions  for  libel  and  slander  the  rule 
is  that  it  must  appear  from  the  face  of  the  petition,  declaration,  or 
complaint  that  the  plaintiff  is  the  person  to  whom  reference  was 
made,  even  when  it  appears  from  the  defamatory  matter  that  the  name 
of  the  person  libeled  or  slandered  is  identical  with  the  name  of  the 
plaintiff.*  To  that  part  of  the  petition  containing  such  information 
the  term  colloquium  has  been  applied,  such  term  being  more  exactiy 
defined  as  a  direct  allegation  that  the  language  published  was  con- 
cerning tiie  plaintiff  or  concerning  the  plaintiff  and  his  affairs,  or 
concerning  the  plaintiff  and  facts  alleged  as  inducement.'  In  some 
cases,  however,  it  has  been  held  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  allege  that 
defamatory  words  were  published  concerning  the  plaintiff  if  from 
the  facts  stated  in  the  complaint  it  necessarily  appears  that  such  was 
the  case,*  and  where  the  words  uttered,  as  ordinarily  understood  by 
bystanders,  are  actionable  per  se,  no  colloquium  is  necessary.*  An 
allegation  that  the  words  in  qu^ion  were  published  of  and  concern- 
ing the  plaintiff  imports  that  those  who  read  them  understood  them 
so  to  apply.*  The  want  of  a  colloquium  is  not  cured  by  an  innuendo.' 
For  example,  where  in  em  action  of  slander  the  declaration  was  that 
the  defendant  charged  the  plaintiff  with  keeping  a  bad  house, 

18.  Goodrich  v.  Hooper,  97  Mass.  1,  Cheatham  v.  Patterson,  125  Tenn.  437, 
93  Am.  Dec.  49;  Sheiblev  v.  Huse,  75  145  S.  W.  159,  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  314. 
Neb.  811,  106  N".  W.  1028,  13  Ann.  Notes:  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  361;  13 
Cas.  376  and  note;  Fenstermaker  v.  Ann.  Cas.  380,  381. 

Tribune  Pub.  Co.,  12  Utah  439,  43  3.  McGowan  v.  Manifee,  7  T.  B. 

Pac.  113,  13  Utah  632,  45  Pac  1097,  Mon.  (Ky.)  314,  18  Am.  Dee.  178; 

35  L.R.A.  611.  Squires  v.  State,  39  Tex.  Crim.  96,  45 

Note:  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  355.  S.  W.  147,  73  A.  S.  R.  904. 

19.  Poling  v.  Pickena,  70  W.  Va.  Note:  4  Am.  Dec.  348. 
117,  73  S,  E.  251,  Ann.  Cas.  1913D  Note:  13  Ann.  Cas.  382. 


995. 


SO.  Eastland  v.  Caldwell,  2  Bibb 
(Ky.)  21,  4  Am.  Dec.  668. 


6.  Thompson  v,  Lusk,  2  Watts  (Pa.) 
17,  26  Am.  Dee.  91  and  note. 


1.  Coleman  v.  Southwick,  9  Johns. 
(N.  Y.)  45,  6  Am.  Dec.  253. 


6.  Eckert  v.  Van  Pelt,  69  Kan.  357, 
76  Pac.  909,  66  L.R.A.  266. 


2.  Mellen  v.  Times-Mirror  Co.,  167 
Cnl.  587,  140  Pac.  277,  Ann.  Cas. 
19150  766;  Hanson  v.  Globe  News- 
paper Co.,  159  Mass.  293,  34  N.  E. 
4{i2,  20  L.R.A.  856;  Porter  v.  Hender- 
son, 11  Mich.  20,  82  Am.  Dec.  59; 


7.  Sheely  v.  Biggs,  2  Bar.  &  J. 
(Md.)  363,  3  Am.  Doc  552;  SneU  v. 
Snow,  13  Mete.  (Mass.)  278,  46  Am. 
Dec.  730;  Walsh  v.  Pulitzer  Pub.  Co- 
250  Mo.  142.  157  S.  W.  326,  Ann. 
Cas.  1914C  985;  McCIaughry  v.  Wet- 
more,  6  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  8^  5  Am.  Deo. 
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innuendo  a  bawdy  house,  it  was  held  that  the  declaration  was  bad  for 
want  of  a  sufficient  colloquium  to  justify  the  innuendo.^  In  the 
consideration  of  this  subject,  however,  some  confusion  has  resulted 
from  the  fact  that  the  term  colloquium  is  frequently  employed  in 
the  cases  as  synonymous  with  inducement  or  to  signify  the  induce- 
ment and  the  colloquium  properly  so  called.* 

149.  The  Innuendo  in  General. — ^By  innuendo,  in  a  petition  in  an 
action  for  libel  or  slander,  is  meant  tibe  giving  of  point  or  meaning 
to  matter  sufficiently  expressed  before.  It  is  the  function  of  the 
innuendo  to  aver  the  meaning  of  the  language  published.^'  Where 
the  words  used  have  two  meanings,  one  of  them  harmless  and  the 
other  injurious,  the  innuendo  may  properly  point  out  the  injurious 
meaning.**  An  innuendo  is  generally  necessary  where  an  accusation 
has  not  been  bluntly  made,**  particularly  when  its  meaning  is  doubt- 
ful" Thus,  if  an  alleged  libel  consists  in  reporting  the  plaintiff's 
standing  as  a  merchant  "in  blank,"  the  complaint  should  inform 
the  court  and  the  defendant  of  that  fact,  with  such  explanations  by 
way  of  innuendo  as  to  what  is  meant  by  the  report  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  show  that  it  is  injurious  and  defamatory.'*  So,  where  an 
injury  to  the  plaintiff's  business  is  alleged,  the  petition  must  show 
some  connection  between  the  words  published  and  the  business  in 
question,'*  although  it  has  been  held  that  an  allegation  in  such  case^ 
that  the  words  were  spoken  of  the  plaintiff  and  his  trade  or  businen-s 
is  sufficient.''  It  has,  however,  been  held  that  it  is  not  necessary  to 
show  what  part  of  an  article  is  claimed  to  be  defamatory,  it  being 

8.  Peterson  v.  Sentinan,  37  Hd.  140,  and  to  show  how  they  came  to  have 
11  Am.  Rep.  534.  that  meaning  and  bow  they  relate  to 

9.  Note:  4  Am.  Dee.  349.  the  plaintiff. 

10.  Little  V.  Barlow,  26  Ga.  423,  71  12.  Walsh  v.  Pulitzer  Pub.  Co.,  250 
Am.  Dec.  219;  Patterson  v.  Wilkinson,  Mo.  142,  157  S.  W.  326,  AzuL  Cas. 
65  Me.  42,  92  Am.  Dec.  568  and  note;  1914C  985. 

Bradstreet  Co.  v.  Gill,  72  Tex.  115,  9  13.  Thompson  t.  Lusk,  2  Watts 
S.  W.  753,  13  A.  S.  R.  768,  2  L.R.A.  (Pa.)  17,  26  Am.  Dec.  91  and  note. 
405;  Sqoires  v.  State,  39  Tex.  Grim.  14.  Linck  v.  Kelley,  25  Ind.  278,  87 
96,  45  S.  W.  147,  73  A.  S.  R.  904  and  Am.  Dec.  362;  Sheely  v.  Biggs,  2  Har. 
note.  &  J.  (Md.)  363,  3  Am.  Dec.  552;  Hem- 
Note:  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  361.  mens  v.  Nelson,  138  N.  Y.  517,  34  N. 

11.  Ramharter  v.  Olson,  26  S.  D.  E.  342,  20  L.R.A.  440;  Craahlev  v. 
499,  128  N.  W.  806,  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  Press  Pub.  Co.,  179  N.  Y.  27,  7i  N. 
253;  Squires  v.  State,  39  Tex.  Crim.  E.  258,  1  Ann.  Cas.  196. 

96,  45  S.  W.  147,  73  A.  S.  R.  904;  16.  Bradstroot  Co.  v.  Gill,  72  Tex. 

Ingalls  V.  Morrissey,  154  Wis.  632, 143  115,  9  S.  W.  753,  13  A.  8.  R.  768, 

N.  W.  681,  Ann.  Caa.  1915D  899.  2  L.R.A.  405. 

Compare  Price  v.  Conwav,  134  Pa.  St.  16.  Brayton  v.  Cleveland  Special  Po- 

340,  19  Atl.  687,  19  A.  S.  R.  704,  8  lice  Co.,  63  Ohio  St.  83,  57  N.  E. 

L.R.A.  193,  wherein  it  is  said  that  the  1085,  52  L.R.A.  525. 

ofBce  of  an  innuendo  is  to  define  the  17.  Burtch  t.  Nickerson,  17  Johns. 

defamatory  meaning  which  the  plain-  {N.  T.)  217,  8  Am.  Dec.  300. 

tifi  in  a  libel  suit  sets  on  the  words, 
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sufficient  if  it  .appeals  from  the  article  and  from  tihe  innuendo  assign* 
ing  its  meaning  that  the  article  as  a  whole  is  false  and  scandalous.^* 

Defining  alleged  libelous  terms  in  a  paraphrastic  way  and  pointing 
out  that  they  were  intended  to  apply  to  the  plaintiff  has  been  said 
to  be  strictly  within  Uie  office  of  an  innuendo.^* 

150.  Essential  Character  of  Innuendo. — ^An  innuendo  is  not  always 
necessary  in  a  petition  for  libel  or  slander.  If  the  common  under- 
standing of  mankind  takes  bold  of  the  published  words,  and  at  once, 
without  difficulty  or  doubt,  applies  a  libelous  meaning  to  them,  an 
innuendo  is  not  needed.**  It  has  also  been  held  repeatedly  that  if 
the  words  in  question  are  actionable  per  se,  no  innuendo  is  neces- 
sary,^ at  least,  not  if  the  writing  on  its  face  relates  to  the  plaintiff.' 
But  where  the  words  used  are  not  libelous  per  se,  it  has  bora  held 
necessary  to  allege  that  they  were  imderstood  in  a  libelous  sense  by 
those  to  whom  they  were  published,  as  well  as  that  the  defendant  so 
intended  and  understood  them  to  mean.*  Hence,  words  which  are 
not  actionable  when  not  aided  by  an  innuendo  may  become  such 
by  the  addition  of  a  proper  innuendo.* 

151,  Effect  of  Innuendo. — The  general  effect  of  the  innuendo  is 
only  to  explain  matter  which  has  been  already  sufficiently  expressed 
before;  '  the  import  of  the  words  used  it  cannot  enlarge,*  extend,'  or 
change.*  It  has  also  been  held  that  in  determining  whether  a  publica- 


18.  Ervin  t.  Record  Pab.  Co.,  154  4.  HineslOT  t.  Sheets,  18  Ind.  App. 
Cal.  79,  97  Pac.  21,  18  L.R.A.(N.S.)  612,  48  N.  E.  802,  63  A.  8.  R.  356 
622.  and  note;  Haines  t.  Campbell,  74  Hd. 

19.  Lewis  T.  Daily  News  Co.,  81  Ud.  158,  21  AtL  702,  28  A.  S.  R.  240  and 
466,  32  Ati.  246, 29  L.R.A.  59.  note. 

80.  Bonrreseau  v.  Detroit  ETenin^  6.  Cobnin  t.  Harwood,  Minor  (Ala.) 

Journal  Co.,  63  Mich.  425,  30  N.  W.  93, 12  Am.  Dec.  37;  Bonrreseau  t.  De- 

376,  6  A.  8.  R.  320  and  note;  Ran-  troit  Evenii^  Journal  Co.,  63  Hich. 

dall  T.  Evening  News  Ass'n,  79  Hieh.  425,  30  N.  W.  376,  6  A.  S.  R.  320; 

266,  44  N.  W.  783,  7  L.R.A.  309;  Boinman  v.  Boyer,  3  Bin.  (Pa.)  515, 

Hayes  t.  Press  Co.,  127  Pa.  8t.  642,  5  Am.  Dee.  380.   See  supra,  par.  141. 

18  Atl.  331, 14  A.  8.  B.  874,  5  L.R.A.  6.  Spenoe  v.  Johnson,  142  Oa.  267, 

643;  Collins  v.  Dispatch  Pub.  Co.,  152  82  8.  E.  646,  Ann.  Cas.  1916A  1195; 

Pa.  St  187,  25  Ati.  546,  34  A.  8.  R.  MoFadin  t.  David,  78  Ind.  446,  41 

636.  Am.  Rep.  587  and  note;  Goodrich  v. 

1.  Commons  v.  Walters,  1  Port.  Hooper,  97  Mass.  1,  93  Am.  Dee.  49; 

(Ala.)  377,  27  Am.  Dec.  635;  Oustin  Posnett     Marble,  62  Vt.  481,  20  Atl. 

V.  Evening  Press  Co.,  172  Micb.  311,  813,  22  A.  S.  B.  126,  11  L.R.A.  162. 

137  N.  W.  674,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  96;  7.  Sbeely  v.  Biggs,  2  Har.  &  J. 

Roberaon  v.  Rochester  Folding-Box  (Md.)  363,  3  Am.  1^.  552:  K  v. 

Co.,  171  N.  Y.  638,  64  N.  B.  442,  89  H  ,  20  Wis.  239,  91  Am.  Dec.  397; 

A.  8.  R.  828,  69  LJI.A.  478;  World  Arnold  t.  Ingram,  151  Wis.  438,  138 

Pub.  Co.  V.  Mullen,  43  Neb.  126,  61  N.  W,  111,  Ann.  Cas.  19140  976. 

N.  W.  108,  47  A.  S.  R.  737.  8.  Cohum  v.  Harwood,  Minor  (Ala.) 

8.  Adams  v.  Lawson,  17  Qrat  (Va.)  93,  12  Am.  Dec.  37;  Fitzpatrick  v. 

250,  94  Am.  Dee.  465.  Age-Herald  Pub.  Co.,  184  Ala.  510,  63 

3.  Maynard  v.  Fixeman's  Fund  Ins.  So.  980,  51  L.R.A.(N.S.)  401;  Bearce 

Co.,  34  Cal.  48,  91  Am.  Dec  672.  v.  Bass,  88  Me.  521,  34  Atl.  411,  51 
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tion  is  libelous  per  se,  the  court  is  confined  to  the  language  employed 
in  the  publication  and  cannot  look  to  the  innuendo  alleged  in  the 

petition.'  On  the  other  hand,  it  seems  that  the  innuendo  in  a  petition 
cannot  restrict  the  defense.  Where  an  alleged  libel  charged  seduction, 
adultery  and  abortion,  as  parts  of  a  continuous  transaction,  it  was  held 
that  the  plaintiff  could  not,  by  confining  the  innuendo  to  a  portion, 
limit  the  defendant's  right  to  justify  it  as  an  entirety,  and  to  show  that 
the  plaintiff  had  no  reputation  that  could  have  been  injured  by  any 
part  of  it'**  the  innuendo  cannot  aver  a  fact,^*  or  do  anytitiing  more 
than  refer  back  to  some  facte  stated  in  the  inducement,  and  if  the 
inducement  is  wanting  the  deficiency  cannot  be  supplied  by  the  state- 
ment of  the  facte  in  the  innuwido.*'  Moreover,  although  of  course  if 
the  words  used  are  ambiguous  or  equivocal,  the  innuendo  may  assign 
the  true  meaning  the  plaintiff  believes  them  to  bear,  if  the  words  alone, 
or  the  words  illuminated  by  circumstances  duly  pleaded,  are  not  de- 
famatory, the  innuendo  cannot  make  them  so ;  nor  is  it  competent  to 
aid  an  innuendo  by  the  opinions  of  witnesses.**  An  innuendo  may 
be  rejected  as  surplusage  if  not  borne  out  by  the  words  alleged  to  be 
defamatory,'*  or  if  the  words  are  actionable  per  se,'*  or  if  the  innuendo 
18  clearly  not  needed,*'  or  if  tliere  is  an  untrue  claim  in  the  innuendo, 
and  the  words  themselves  are  capable  of  a  libelous  meaning.'*  But 
there  is  authority  to  the  effect  that,  although  an  innuendo  may  be 
rejected  as  surplusage  when  the  words  charged  are  actionable  per  se, 
if  the  use  of  the  innuendo  is  necessary  to  bring  out  the  latent,  injurious 
meaning  of  the  words  employed,  the  plaintiff  will  be  bound  to  abide 
by  his  own  construction  of  the  words  used,  the  innuendo  in  such  a 
case  becoming  a  part  of  the  cause  of  action  stated."  Some  authorities 
have  laid  down  Uie  principle,  without  any  apparent  limitations,  that 
where  the  innuendo  in  an  action  for  libel  ascribes  a  certain  meaning 

A.  S.  B.  446  and  not«;  Dickson  v.  S.  W.  564,  2S  Ky.  L.  R«p.  794,  4 
State,  34  Tex.  Crim.  1,  28  8.  W.  815,  UR.A.(N.S.)  560. 
30  S.  W.  807,  53  A.  S.  R.  694  and     14.  Pitt8bui:gh,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Mc- 
note.  Cordy,  114  Pa.  St.  564^  8  Atl.  230, 

Note:  8  Am.  Dec.  650.  60  Am.  Rep.  363. 

9.  Wofford  V.  Meeks,  129  Ala.  349,  15.  Atisman  v.  Veal,  10  Ind.  355,  71 
30  So.  625,  87  A.  S.  R.  66  and  note,  Am.  Dec.  331;  Gustin  t.  Evening  Press 
55  L.R.A.  214.  Co.,  172  Mich.  311,  137  N.  W.  674, 

10.  Bathrick  v.  Detroit  Post,  etc.,  Ann.  Gas.  1914D  95. 

Co.,  50  Mich.  629,  16  N.  W.  172,  45  16.  Callahan  v.  Ingram,  122  Mo.  355, 

Am.  Rep.  63.  26  S.  W.  1020,  43  A.  S.  R.  583. 

11.  MUes  V.  Vanhom,  17  Ind.  245,  17.  Hayes  v.  Press  Co.,  127  Pa.  St. 
79  Am.  Dee.  477.  642,  18  At],  331,  14  A.  S.  R.  874,  5 

12.  Watson  v.  Detroit  Journal  Co.,  L.R.A.  643. 

143  Mich.  430,  107  N.  W.  81.  8  Ann.  18.  Scofield  v.  Milwaukee  Free  Press 
Cae.  131,  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  480.  Co.,  126  Wis.  81,  105  N.  W.  227,  2 

13.  Cooper  V.  Seaverns,  81  Kan.  267,  L.R.A.(N.S.)  G91. 

105  Pac.  509,  135  A.  S.  R.  359,  25  19.  Callalian  v.  Ingram,  122  Mo.  355, 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  517;  Feast  v.  Auer,  90  26  S.  W.  1020,  43  A.  S,  R.  583. 
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to  the  language  alleged  to  be  libelous,  the  plaintiff  ia  bound  thereby, 
and  if  on  the  construction  of  such  language  by  the  court  it  is  ascer- 
tained that  such  language  is  not  susceptible  of  the  meaning  ascribed, 
the  action  must  fail.*^ 

152.  Constmctioii  of  Innuendo. — ^The  question  aa  to  whether  or  not 
an  innuendo  in  a  petition  in  an  action  for  libel  or  slander  is  fairly 
warranted  by  the  language  declared  on  is  for  the  court.*  The  court 
may  determine  aa  matter  of  law  that  an  innuendo  seeking  to  give 
words  of  bidden  meaning  a  libelous  intent  is  forced  and  unnatural, 
and  that  therefore  no  libel  is  alleged,  notwithstanding  a  constitutional 
provision  to  the  effect  that  in  libel  suits  the  jury  shall,  under  the 
direction  of  the  court,  determine  the  law  and  the  facts.*  The  law  on 
this  question  has  been  otherwise  stated  as  follows:  The  truth  of  the 
innuendo  is  for  the  jury;  but  the  quality  of  an  idleged  libel,  as  it 
stands  on  the  record,  either  simply,  or  as  explained  by  averments  and 
innuendoes,  is  purely  a  question  of  law  for  the  court,  and  in  civil 
cases  it  is  bound  to  instruct  as  to  whether  or  not  the  publication  is 
libelous,  supposing  the  innuendoes  to  be  true.* 

Demurrer,  Plea,  Answer  and  Cov/nterclaim 

153.  Demurrer. — A  demurrer  to  a  petition  in  an  action  for  libel 
or  slander  admits  ^e  allegation  that  the  defamatory  words  were  duly 
published,*  as  well  as  the  allegation  that  the  words  were  false  and 
uttered  with  malice,*  but  it  does  not  admit  any  Inferences  of  fact, 
or  conclusions  of  law  which  may  chance  to  be  averred.  For  example, 
an  allegation  as  to  the  meaning  or  interpretation  of  the  words  alleged, 
or  an  allegation  that  there  was  want  of  probable  cause  for  the  insertion 
of  certain  defamatory  statements  in  a  pleading,  for  the  insertion  of 
which  the  action  has  been  instituted,  is  not  admitted  by  a  demurrer.* 
But  a  demurrer  to  a  petition  which  sets  out  ambiguous  language  as 
libelous,  explaining  its  meaning  by  innuendo  and  alleging  malice, 
has  been  held  to  admit  both  the  meaning  supplied  by  the  innuendo 
and  the  malice  charged.' 

20.  Labor  B«Tiew  Pnb.  Co.  t.  Oalti-  4.  Orband  t.  Kalamasob  Tel.  Co., 

ber,  153  Ala.  364,  46  So,  188, 15  Ann.  170  Mieh.  387,  136  N.  W.  380,  Ann. 

Cas.  674;  Smith  Bros.  v.  Agee,  178  Cas.  1914A  1124. 

Ala.  627,  59  So.  647,  Ann.  Gas.  1915B  6.  Gustan  v.  Evening  Press  Co.,  172 

129.  Hich.  311,  137  N.  W.  674,  Ann.  Cas. 

1.  BrinsBeld  t.  Howeth,  107  Hd.  1914D  95. 

278,  68  Atl.  566,  24  L.B.A.(N.S.}  583.  6.  Crockett    v.    McLanahan,  100 

2.  Diener  v.  Star-Cbroniole  Pub.  Co.,  Tenn.  517,  72  S.  W.  950,  61  L.R.A. 
230  Mo.  613, 132  8.  W.  1143,  33  L.B.A.  914. 

(N.S.)  216.  7.  Belknap  v.  Ball,  83  Mich.  583,  47 

3.  Collins  V.  Dispatch  Pub.  Co.,  152  N.  W.  674,  21  A.  S.  B.  622, 11  h.RjL 
Pa.  St.  187,  25  Atl.  546,  34  A.  S.  R.  72. 

636. 
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154.  Defenses  Available  under  General  Issue. — Under  the  general 
issue  in  an  action  for  libel  or  slander,  it  has  been  held  that  the 
defendant  may  prove  anything  short  of  a  justification  which  does 
not  necessarily  imply  or  tend  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  charge,  but 
rebuts  the  presumption  of  malice.*  Thus,  it  has  been  decid^  that 
the  fact  that  the  only  publication  made  was  confidential  and  on  a 
justifiable  occasion  is  admissible  under  the  general  issue.'  A  defense 
negativing  intention,  such  as  insanity,  may  also  be  shown  under  the 
general  issue  in  an  action  for  slander."  Likewise,  it  has  been  held 
permissible  to  show  the  occasion  on  which  the  words  were  q>oken  and 
the  conduct  of  the  plaintiff  inducing  tiiem,'^  or  the  relation  in  which 
the  words  were  used.** 

155.  Necessity  of.  Special  Plea  in  Setting  up  Truth  as  Defense. — 
As  a  general  rule  the  defense  of  truth  must  be  ^ecially  pleaded,  and 
cannot  be  shown  under  a  plea  of  the  general  issue,**  except  for  the 
purpose  of  rebutting  the  presumption  of  malice,"  and  in  mitigation 
of  damages.**  But  it  has  been  held  that  the  truth  of  a  communication 
is  merely  contradiction  of  an  essential  part  of  the  plaintiff's  case  where 
the  communication  is  privileged,  and  hence,  in  such  cases,  proof 
thereof  may  be  introduced  under  the  general  issue  without  resort  to 
a  fecial  plea.**  Moreover,  where  the  plaintiff,  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  fnalice,  proves  the  utterance  of  words  not  alleged  in  the 
petition,  the  defendant  may  then  prove  the  truth  of  these  matters 
under  a  general  denial,  or  may  offer  evidence  showing  conduct  of  the 
plaintiff  which  would  excuse  or  justify  the  language.*' 

156.  Sufficiency  of  Plea  of  Justification. — A  plea  of  justification  in 
an  action  for  libel  or  slander  requires  great  certainty  of  averment, 

8.  Wormouth  v.  Cramer,  3  Wend,  in  troth  as  mitigation  of  damages,  see 
(N.  Y.)  395,  20  Am.  Dec.  706;  Gilman  supra,  par.  69,  and  infra,  par.  208. 

V.  Lowell,  8  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  573,  24  14.  Remington  v.  Congdon,  2  Pick. 
Am.  Dec.  96.  And  see  infra,  par.  159.  (Mass.)  310,  13  Am.  Dec.  431. 

9.  Hart  v.  Reed,  1  B.  Mon.  (Ky.)      Note:  11  Am.  Dec.  131. 

IGO,  35  Am.  Dec.  179.  15.  Hason  v.  Dale,  19  Mich.  17,  2 

10.  Yeates  v.  Reed,  4  Blackf.  (Ind.)  Am.  Rep.  66.  But  compare  Bailey  v. 
463,  32  Am.  Dec.  43.  Hyde,  3  Conn.  463,  8  Am.  Dec.  202 

11.  Bradley  v.  Heath,  12  Pick,  and  note,  wherein  it  is  held  that  the 
(Mass.)  163,  22  Am.  Dec.  418.  defendant  in  an  action  of  slander,  un- 

12.  Brite  v.  Gill,  2  T.  B.  Mon.  (Ky.)  der  the  general  issne,  cannot  give  evi- 
65,  15  Am.  Dee.  122.  denoe  of  the  truth  of  the  words  used 

13.  Sheaban  t.  Collins,  20  DI.  325,  to  mitigate  the  damages,  although  evi- 
71  Am.  Dec.  271;  Alderman  v.  French,  dence  is  admissible  in  mitigation  to 
1  Pick,  (Mass.)  1,  11  Am.  Dec.  114  prove  facts  that  would  afford  ground 
and  note;  Gilman  v.  Lowell,  8  Wend,  for  suspectiag,  though  not  actually 
(N.  Y.)  573,  24  Am.  Deo.  96;  Wil-  proving,  the  guilt  of  the  plaintiff, 
liams  Printing  Co.  v.  Saunders,  113  16.  Edwards  v.  Chandler,  14  Mich. 
Va.  156,  73  S.  E.  472,  Ann.  Gas.  1913E  471,  90  Am.  Dec.  249. 

693  and  note.  For  a  discussion  of  17.  Conrad  v.  Roberts,  95  Kan.  180, 
truth  as  a  defense  and  truth  or  belief  147  Pac.  795,  L.R.A.1915E  131. 
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and  must  justify  the  sting  of  the  very  charge  alleged.  It  is  not  per- 
missible to  set  up  a  charge  of  the  same  general  natore,  but  distinct  as 
to  the  particular  subject'*  The  justification  must  be  as  broad  as  the 
chacge.'*  As  a  general  rule,  it  is  insufficient  to  allege  merely  that 
tiie  words  spoken  axe  true;  the  defendant  must  allege  the  facts  which 
go  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  charge.*'  Even  where  notice  of  justifica- 
tion is  substituted  by  statute  for  a  special  plea,  it  is  held  that  such 
notice  must  contain  all  the  facts  necessary  to  constitute  a  good  special 
plea.'  A  plea  of  justification  which  does  not  set  up  the  particulars 
intended  to  be  relied  on  as  a  defense  entitles  the  plaintiff  to  a  bill 
of  particulars  in  order  that  he  may  make  due  preparation  to  support 
his  action.*  Where,  however,  the  edleged  defamatory  charge  is  specific, 
it  has  been  said  that  the  plea  need  only  allege  the  truth  of  the  charge.' 
This  is  because  the  charge,  as  made  by  the  plaintiff's  declaration, 
shows  the  precise  facts  of  which  he  has  been  accused,  and  the  plea 
affirms  the  existence  of  such  facts,  and  the  two,  taken  together,  inform 
the  plaintiff  as  fully  as  any  pleading  can  of  the  acts  which  will  be 
sought  to  be  proved  against  him.*  A  plea  of  justification  must  justify 
the  charge  in  the  sense  in  which  it  was  made  and  intended.  Hence, 
if  by  innuendo  the  words  are  explained  or  shown  to  have  been  used 
and  understood  in  a  particular  manner,  the  plea  in  justification  is 
not  sufiicient  if  it  merely  avers  the  truth  of  the  words  s^ken,  without 
also  showing  that  they  were  true  in  the  sense  ascribed  to  them  in  the 
declaration.*  Where  the  plaintiff's  name  is  not  stated  in  connection 
with  a  libel,  a  plea  of  justification  is  not  sufficient  where  it  merely 
alleges  the  truth  of  the  statement;  it  must  also  allege  that  it  was 
true  as  to  the  plaintiff.*  But  the  plea  need  not  justify  t^e  colloquium. 
It  is  sufiicient  to  justify  the  words  as  charged  in  the  declaration.' 

18.  Dowie  V.  Priddle,  216  lU.  553,  Stuart,  1  T.  R.  748,  1  Rev.  Rep.  392, 
75  N.  £.  243,  3  Ann.  Gas.  526  and  9  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  98  and  note, 
note;  Bourreseau  v.  Detroit  Evening     1.  Nott  v.  Stoddard,  39  Vt  25,  88 
Joumal  Co.,  63  Mich.  425,  30  N.  W.  Am.  Dee.  633. 

376,  6  A.  S.  R.  320;  Bodine  v.  Times.     2.  Notes:  Ann.  Cas.  1915C  1268  ;  9 
Joumal  Pub.  Co.,  26  Okla.  135,  110  ^ng.  Rul.  Cas  115 
Pac.  1096,  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  147.         xt  ^i.  o^"? V\™?^' 

19.  Rutherford    v.    Paddock,    180  ^-  E.  243,  ^  W  Cas  52^^^ 

Mass.  289,  62  N.  E.  381,  91  A.  8.  R.  ,>?^*f  ioq^  J^^A'  i^li?'^ 
282  and  note.  *  4  ili.  'oi  A  s'"^* 

,J^S^^\o?  t  r'i-  .^^Vc^}  .b^-^-  6-  Nott  v.  Stoddard,  38  Vt  25,  88 
(N.S.)  138;  50  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1042.  Dec.  633. 

20.  Kruhe  v.  PetcofE,  122  Minn.  517,  Notes:  91  A.  S.  R.  295  ;  21  L.R.A. 
142  N.  W.  897,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  1056;  506:  31  L.R.A.(N.S,)  140  :  60  LJLA, 
Atteberry  v.  Powell,  29  Mo.  429,  77  (N.S.)  1043. 

Am.  Dec.  579;  Paxton  v.  Woodward,      6.  Note:  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  141. 

31  Mont.  195,  78  Pac.  215,  107  A.  S.     7.  Nott  v.  Stoddaid,  38  Vt.  26,  88 

R.  416,  3  Ann.  Caa.  546;  J'Anaon  v.  Am.  Dec.  633. 
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157.  Partial  Justification. — The  question  whether  there  may  he  a 
partial  justification  of  a  Uhel  or  slander,  or,  in  other  words,  whether 
^e  defendant  may,  under  a  plea  of  justification,  show  that  tiie  alleged 
defamatory  matter  was  partially  true,  may  he  considered  with  ref- 
erence, first,  to  those  cases  in  which  the  defendant  admits  or  is  shown 
to  have  been  responsible  for  or  guilty  of  publishing  part  only  of 
such  matter,  and  seeks  to  justify  witii  respect  to  such  ptut,  and, 
secondly,  to  cases  in  which,  though  he  published  or  uttered  all  the 
alleged  libelous  words,  he  wishes  to  undertake  to  prove  part  only  of 
them  to  be  true.  In  cases  of  the  first  class,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that 
he  need  not  justify  to  any  divisible  part  of  the  Ubel  or  slander  of 
which  he  was  not  guilty,  but  may  deny  the  publication  of  the  words 
for  whose  publication  he  is  not  in  fault,  and  as  to  the  balance,  may 
justify  by  showing  that  it  was  true.'  If,  on  the  other  hand,  a  defend- 
ant was  guilty  of  publishing  the  whole  of  alleged  defamatory  matter, 
he  cannot  justify  by  showing  that  some  part,  though  divisible  from 
the  rest,  was  true  • 

158.  Plea  of  Privilege. — According  to  some  au^orities,  the  issue 
of  privileged  communication  is  not  raised  in  an  action  for  dander 
by  a  general  denial,  but  must  be  specially  pleaded,"  unless  the  fact 
of  privilege  is  affirmatively  alleged  in  the  petition.**  There  is,  how- 
ever, authority  to  the  effect  that  in  an  action  for  libel  the  defendant 
may,  under  a  general  denial,  avail  himself  of  the  defense  that  the 
article  complained  of  is  a  privileged  communication,*"  though  a 
special  plea  may  properly  be  interposed.*'  If  the  plea  shows  that 
the  occasion  on  which  the  words  were  spoken  was  privileged,  it  is 
not  insuffici^t  because  it  fails  to  show  that  the  words  were  spoken 
under  such  circumstances  as  to  make  them  privileged.*^  When  ihe 
defendant  pleads  that  the  words  spoken  were  privileged,  he  may  deny 
that  they  wwe  spoken  maliciously  and  set  out  the  exact  language 
used  by  him,  although  it  may  not  be  identical  with  that  charged 
in  the  petition ;  but  it  must  be  so  nearly  similar  to  it,  and  admit  enough 
of  the  language  charged,  to  maintain  an  action.^*  And  it  has  been 
hdd  that  the  defendant  in  an  action  of  libel  cannot  claim  the  pro- 
tection of  an  absolute  or  qualified  privilege  where  he  fails  to  plead 
justification,  but  if  he  has  pleaded  good  faith  and  a  lack  of  actual 

8.  Amott  V.  Standard  Ass'n,  57  593,  13  S.  E.  168,  23  A.  S.  R.  73. 
Conn.  86,  17  Atl.  361,  3  L.R.A.  69;  12.  Andeison  v.  Cowles,  72  Conn. 
Nott  V.  Stoddard,  38  Vt.  25,  88  Am.  335,  44  Atl.  477,  77  A.  S.  R.  310. 
Dec.  633.  13.  Shadden  t.  MeElwee,  86  Tenn. 

9.  Note:  91  A.  S.  R.  290.  146,  5  S.  W.  602,  6  A.  S.  R.  821. 

10.  Hess  V.  Sparks,  44  Kan.  465,  14.  Jones  v.  Forehand,  89  Ga.  520, 
24  Pae.  979,  21  A.  S.  R.  300:  Hyatt  16  S.  E.  262,  32  A.  S.  R.  81. 

v.  Lindner,  133  La.  614,  63  So.  241,  15.  Edwards  v.  Kevil,  133  Ky.  392, 
48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  256.  118  S.  W.  273,  134  A.  S.  R.  463,  28 

11.  Gadger  v.  Penland,  108  N.  G.  L.R.A.(K.S.)  651. 
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malice,  it  Is  open  to  him  to  offer  testimony  to  that  effect  in  mitigation 
of  damages,  as  well  as  other  testimony  tending  to  mitigate  the  dam- 
(^es.>*  According  to  some  decisions,  a  plea  of  privilege  must  confess, 
without  condition,  the  utterance  of  so  much  of  the  words  charged  as 
would  support  the  cause  of  action.*'  But  on  the  other  hand,  in 
some  jurisdictions,  the  speaking  of  the  words  need  not  be  fficpressly 
admitted  to  Uie  plea  of  privilege,  but  may  be  admitted  hypo- 
thetically.*® 

159.  Pleading  Hatters  in  Uitigation. — At  common  law,  matters  in 
mitigation  of  damages  in  actions  for  libel  or  slander  were  admissible 
in  evidence  under  the  general  issue,  provided  that  the  ^litigating 
circumstances  did  not  amount  to  a  justification  of  the  charge,^*  al- 
though notice  of  an  intention  to  offer  such  evidence  was  required  in 
some  cases.*®  The  reason  for  the  rule  was  that  such  matters  could 
not  be  pleaded  specially,  as  they  did  not  constitute  a  defense  but 
merely  affected  the  amount  of  the  recovery.^  Evidence  in  mitigation 
has  been  held  admissible  notwithstanding  a  plea  of  justification.' 
However,  in  many  jurisdictions,  there  have  been  enacted  statutes 
which  permit  a  defendant  to  plead  specially  matters  in  mitigation.* 
The  defendant,  in  some  states,  may  plead  both  a  genercd  denial  and 
matters  .in  mitigation,  or  he  may  plead  both  justification  and  mitigat- 
ing circumstances.'  Under  such  statutes,  it  has  been  held  not  admis- 
sible to  prove  mitigating  circumstances  under  a  plea  of  justification,* 
nor  in  any  event,  unless  the  mitigating  circumstances  are  pleaded.' 
When  mitigating  circumstances  are  pleaded,  it  has  been  held  that 
the  pleader  should  state  that  they  are  in  mitigation  of  damages,  or 
otherwise  the  court  is  warranted  in  striking  tiiem  out  as  not  amount- 
ing to  an  answer.^  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  authority  to  the 
effect  that  the  fact  that  mitigating  drcumstances  are  pleaded  as  a 

16.  Logan  v.  Hodges,  146  N.  C.  38,      Note:  10  Ann.  Caa.  221. 

59  S.  E.  349,  14  Ann.  Cas.  103.  3.  Graver  v.  Norton,  114  la.  46,  86 

17.  Smith  Bros.  v.  Agee,  178  Ala.  N.  W.  54,  89  A.  S.  R.  346;  Wood  v. 
627,  59  So.  647,  Ann.  Cas.  1915B  129.  Custer,  86  Kan.  387,  121  Pae.  355,  38 

18.  Jones  v.  Forehand,  89  Ga.  520,  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1176;  Wrege  v.  Jones, 
16  S.  E.  262,  32  A.  S.  R.  81.  13  N.  D.  267,  100  N.  W.  705,  112 

19.  Dodge  V.  Oilman,  122  Minn.  177,  A.  S.  R.  679,  3  Ann.  Cas.  482. 
142  N.  W.  147,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  894  4.  Note:  10  Ann.  Cas.  221. 

and  note,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1098  and  5.  Fenstermaker   v.   Tribune  Pub. 

note;  Wormouth  v.  Cramer,  3  Wend.  Co.,  12  Utah  439,  43  Pac.  112, 13  Utah 

(N.  Y.)  395,  20  Am.  Dec.  706.    For  532,  45  Pac.  1097,  35  L.R.A.  611. 

a  general  consideration  of  those  mat-  6.  Craver  v.  Norton,  114  la.  46,  86 

ters  which  go  to  mit^te  damages,  see  N.  W.  54,  89  A.  S.  R.  346 ;  Dom  v. 

infra,  par.  207  et  seq.  Cooper,  139  la.  742,  117  N.  W.  1,  118 

20.  Treat  v.  Browning,  4  Conn.  408,  N.  W.  35,  16  Ann.  Cas.  744. 

10  Am.  Dec.  156.  Notes:  10  Ann.  Cas.  221;  Ann.  Cas. 

1.  Note:  10  Ann.  Cas.  219.  1914D  897. 

2.  Morehead  v.  Jones,  2  B.  Mon.  7.  Atteberry  v.  Powell,  29  Mo.  429, 
(Ky.)  210,  36  Am.  Dec  600.  77  Am'.  Dee.  579. 
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complete  defense  does  not  prevent  their  use  in  mitlgadon  of  dam- 
ages, under  a  statute  providing  t^at  the  defendant  may  allege  any 
mitigating  cirou  instances  to  reduce  the  amount  of  damages.^ 

160.  Joinder  of  Defenses. — In  some  jurisdictions  it  is  held  that  a 
defendant  in  an  action  for  libel  or  slander  may  plead  both  the  general 
issue  or  general  denial  and  justification,'  but  in  others  it  is  held  that  f 
such  defenses,  being  inconsistent,  cannot  be  joined,^*  and  that  the 
defendant  may  be  compelled  to  elect  between  a  denial  of  the  truth 

of  the  words  and  an  averment  of  their  truth.'^  It  has  been  held  that 
a  plea  of  the  general  issue  and  privilege  may  be  joined,^'  and  that 
the  defense  of  privilege  is  not  inconsistent  with  that  of.  truth.**  By 
statute,  in  some  jurisdictions,  ihe  defendant  may  answer  by  way  of 
justification  and  mitigation,  or  he  may  plead  mitigating  circumstances 
in  connection  with  a  general  denial.**  But  under  the  common  law 
system,  a  defendant  in  an  action  of  slander  cannot  plead  the  general 
issue  and  also  matters  amounting  to  the  general  issue.** 

161.  Counterclaim. — It  has  been  held  that  a  statute  permitting  a 
defendant  to  plead  as  a  counterclaim  a  cause  of  action  arising  out  of 
the  contract  or  transaction  set  forth  in  the  complaint  as  the  founda- 
tion of  the  p1ainti£F's  claim  does  not  authorize  one  slander  to  be  set 
up  as  a  counterclaim  against  another,  although  both  were  uttered  at 
the  same  time  and  place  as  a  part  of  the  same  conversation,  on  the 
ground  that  each  slander  constitutes  a  separate  transaction.** 


IX.  EVIDENCB 


Admissibility  as  Determined  by  Vsual  Rules  of  Evidence 

162.  In  General. — The  rules  determining  the  admissibility  or  com- 
petency of  evidence  in  civil  actions  generally*'  are  applicable  in 
actions  for  the  recovery  of  damages  for  libel  or  slander,  and  testimony 

8.  Rocky  Moantain  News  Printing  13.  Billet  v.  Times-Democrat  Pub. 
Co.  V.  Fridbom,  46  Colo.  440, 104  Pae.  Co.,  107  La.  751,  32  So.  17,  58  L.R.A. 
956,  24  LJl.A.(N.S.)  891.  62. 

9.  Notes:  91  *A.  S.  R.  301;  48  L.R.A.  14.  Wiege  v.  Jones,  13  N.  D.  267, 
201.  100  N.  W.  705,  112  A.  S.  R.  679,  3 

10.  Alderman  v.  French,  1  Pick.  Ann.  Cas.  482. 

(Mass.)  1,  11  Am.  Dec.  114;  Atte-  15.  Tatlow  v.  Jaqnett,  1  Har.  (Del.) 

berry  v.  Powell,  29  Mo.  429,  77  Am.  333,  26  Am.  Dec  399. 

Dec.  579.  16.  Wrege  v.  Jones,  13  N.  D.  267, 

Notes:  91  A.  S.  B.  301;  48  L.R.A.  100  N.  W.  705.  112  A.  S.  E.  679,  3 

201.  Ann.  Gas.  482.    Generally  as  to  the 

11.  Lane  v.  Bryant,  100  Ky.  138,  propriety,  manner  and  sufficiency  of 
37  S.  W.  584, 36  L.R.A.  709.  pleading  oounterdaim,  see  Set-ovt  and 

12.  Jtmes  V.  Forehand,  89  Ga.  520,  Couhtebolaiu. 

16  S.  E.  262,  32  A.  S.  R.  81;  Conrad     17.  See  Evidekcx,  toL  10,  p.  925 
T.  Roberts,  95  Kan.  180, 147  Pae.  795,  at  seq.;  Witkkssks. 
L.R.A.ldl5E  131. 
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in  such  actions  is  properly  rejected  which  contravenes  the  fundam^tal 
rule  that  evidence  shall  be  confined  to  the  issues.'*  Thus  it  has  been 
held  that  one  suing  for  slander  in  being  charged  by  another  with 
setting  fire  to  his  building  cannot  be  permitted  to  testify  that  he 
never  made  threats  to  bum  the  building,  for  the  purpose  of  contra- 
dicting witnesses  who  have  testified  that  they  communicated  to  the 
defendant,  before  the  fire,  the  fact  that  tiiey  had  heard  the  plaintiff 
make  such  threats.  Such  evidence  would  inject  into  the  case  a  ques- 
tion of  veracity  which  would  throw  no  light  on  the  issue  to  be  tried.*' 
When  in  an  action  for  slander  the  occasion  on  which  the  words  in 
question  were  spoken  is  pleaded  as  privileged,  all  facts  calculated  to 
tiirow  light  upon  the  true  character  of  the  occainon  are  admissible 
in  evidence,  but  the  defendant  cannot  testify  that  the  communication 
alleged  was  privileged.  This  is  a  question  of  law  arising  from  the 
occasion  and  the  relation  of  the  parties.***  In  accordance  with  the 
general  rule  as  to  the  inadmissibility  of  hearsay  evidence,'  it  has  been 
held  that  declarations  of  workmen  to  their  superintendent,  on  quit- 
ting employment,  that  a  certain  physician  had  told  them  the  silk 
on  which  they  were  working  contained  arsenic  enough  to  make  their 
work  dangerous,  have  been  held  not  admissible  in  evidence  against 
the  physician  in  an  action  against  him  by  the  employer  for  slander,  on 
the  ground  that,  as  to  what  the  physician  really  said,  such  testimony  is 
mere  hearsay.*  It  is  the  generally  accepted  rule  that  in  an  action 
for  libel  or  slander  the  opinion  of  a  witness  as  to  the  effect  apon 
the  plaintiff  of  tiie  words  complained  of  is  inadmis^ble,*  and  it  has 
been  held  that  testimony  of  witnesses  as  to  the  general  effect  in  com- 
mercial circles  upon  the  credit  of  a  person  of  a  rating  by  a  commercial 
agency  is  inadmissible,  being  only  the  opinicm  of  the  witnesses  about 
a  matter  that  the  jury  are  capable  of  judging.*  It  has  been  decided, 
however,  that  in  an  action  for  libel  in  publishing  the  picture  of  the 
plaintiff,  with  his  forged  recommendation  of  a  certain  patent  medi- 
cine, the  jury  may  hear  proof  of  all  facts  which  will  enable  them 
intelligently  to  understand  the  impression  which  the  publication 
would  reasonably  make  on  the  plaintiff's  acquaintances  oi;  on  the  public 
generally.'  In  actions  of  libel  or  slander  the  plaintiff's  general  char- 
acter is  involved,  and  consequently  evidence  as  to  such  character 

18.  Stow  V.  Converse,  3  Conn.  325,  359,  24  N.  E.  208,  6  L.R.A.  724. 

8  Am.  Dec.  189.  3.  Linehan  v.  Nelson,  197  N.  Y.  482, 

19.  Edwards  v.  Kevil,  133  Ey.  392,  90  N.  E.  1114,  13  Ann.  Cbs.  831,  35 
118  S.  W.  273,  134  A.  S.  B.  463,  28  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1119  and  note. 
L.R.A.(N.8.)  651.  4.  Bradstreet  Co.  v.  GUI,  72  Tei. 

20.  Jones  v.  Forehand,  89  Ga.  520,  115,  9  S.  W.  763,  13  A.  S.  B.  768,  2 
16  S.  E.  262,  32  A.  S.  R.  81.  L.R.A.  405. 

1.  See  Evu>EKCE,  vol.  10,  p.  068  et  5.  Foster-Milbum  Co.  v.  Chinn,  134 
Beq.  Ey.  424,  120  S.  W.  364,  136  A.  S.  B. 

2.  Elmer  v.  Fessenden,  161  Mass.  417,  34  L.B.A.<N.S.)  1137. 
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may  be  offered  on  either  side,*  but  the  character  of  a  stranger  cannot 
be  implicated  in  a  controversy  inter  alios.'  Thus,  it  has  been  held 
that  the  moral  or  intellectual  character  of  the  person  in  whose  hear- 
ing words  are  spoken  is  immaterial  on  the  question  of  damages  in 
an  action  for  slander.*  The  general  rules  of  evidence  in  Reference 
to  privileged  communications  between  husband  and  wife  •  apply  to 
actions  for  libel  and  slander.^^  It  was  at  one  time  held  by  some  courts 
that  when  husband  and  wife  are  by  statute  excluded  as  witnesses  for 
or  against  each  other,  in  an  action  against  them-for  slanderous  words 
spoken  by  tiie  wife,  she  is  a  competent  witness  in  her  own  behalf, 
and  he  is  a  competent  witness  in  his  own  behalf,*'  but  this  view 
has  been  since  overruled  in  so  far  as  it  allows  the  husband  to  testify 
in  such  a  case.**  Letters  declining  to  deal  with  one  because  his  name 
is  on  the  black  list,  written  after  the  beginning  of  an  action  for  dam- 
ages for  placing  it  there,  are  proper  evidence  in  the  action  since  all 
damages  must  be  included  in  one  recovery." 

163.  Evidence  as  to  Publication  and  Circulation  by  Defendant. — 
It  is  not  competent  to  prove  the  wide  and  general  circulation  of  a 
libel  for  the  purpose  of  proving  that  the  defendant  was  responsible 
for  the  same,'*  and  while  a  letter  stating  that  the  writer  had  heard 
of  a  slanderous  report  is  admissible  in  evidence,  to  prove  the  circula- 
tion of  the  report,  and  may  be  read  for  that  purpose,  the  hand- 
,  writing  of  the  person  being  proved,  it  is  not  admissible  to  prove  that 
the  defendant  bad  propagated  the  report'*  Newspaper  articles  pur- 
porting to  state  what  the  defendant  said,  but  for  which  he  is  not  respon- 
sible, have  been  held  inadmissible  against  the  defendant.'*  In  accord- 
ance with  the  general  rules  as  to  tiie  tise  in  evidence  of  admissions 
and  declarations,"  the  admissions  of  the  defendant  that  he  had  pub- 
lished the  libel  in  question  may  be  offered  in  evidence,'*  and  the 
statements  of  the  manager  of  a  corporation  are  admissible  s^^nst 

6.  McGee  v.  Sodusky,  6  J.  J.  Maxah.  v.  Keen,  40  Ind.  197. 
(Ky.)  185,  20  Am.  Dec.  251;  Bath-     12.  Note:  30  L.R.A.  520. 

rick  V.  Detnut  Post,  etc.,  Co.,  60  Mich.  13.  Weston  v.  Bamicoat,  176  Mass. 

629,  16  N.  W.  172,  45  Am.  Rep.  63.  464,  56  N.  E.  619,  49  L.R.A.  612. 

And  see  infra,  par.  173.    Generally  14.  Bigley  v.  National  Fidelity,  etc., 

as  to  the  admissibility  of  evidence  as  Co..  94  Neb.  813,  144  N.  W.  810,  50 

to  character,  see  Evn>KHCB,  vol.  10,  p.  L.R.A.(N.8.)  1040. 

947  et  seq.  16.  Schwartz  v.  Thomas,  2  Wash. 

7.  McGee  v.  Sodosky,  5  J.  J.  Mareb.  (Va.)  167,  1  Am.  Dec.  479. 

(Ky.)  185,  20  Am.  Dec.  25L  16.  Carpenter  v.  Ashley,  148  Cal. 

8.  ShefflU  V.  Van  Deusen,  15  Gray  422,  83  Pac.  444,  7  Ann.  Cas.  601. 
(Mass.)  485,  77  Am.  Dec  377.  17.  See  Aduissions  and  Dbguba- 

9.  See  WiTNESSis.  tions,  vol.  1,  p.  467  et  seq. 

10.  Hitchcock  v.  Moore,  70  Mich.  18.  Respublica  v.  Davis,  3  Teates 
112,  37  N.  W.  914,  14  A.  S.  R.  474.  (Pa.)  128,  2  Am.  Dec.  366;  Posnett  v. 

11.  Moualer  v.  Harding,  33  Ind.  176,  Marble,  62  Vt.  481,  20  Atl.  813,  22 
6  Am.  Rep.  195,  overroled  by  Bonham  A.  S.  R.  126,  11  L.R.A  162. 
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it  to  show  that  it  authorized  the  publication  of  a  libel.'*  According 
to  some  decisions,  where  tihe  defendant  pleaded  the  general  issue,  and 

also  a  special  plea  in  justification,  admitting  the  speaking  of  the 
words,  and  the  latter  plea  was  adjudged  bad  on  demurrer,  such  spe- 
cial plea  is  admissible  in  evidence,  under  the  general  issue,  to  prove 
the  speaking.**  There  ia,  however,  authority  to  the  contrary,  based 
on  the  ground  that  each  plea  is  distinct  from  and  independent  of 
the  other.*  In  an  action  for  defamatory  words  written  and  published 
in  filing  cross-interrogatories,  the  fact  that  the  cross-interrogatories, 
signed  by  the  defendant  in  his  own  handwriting,  were  found  in  the 
clerk's  office  is  evidence  so  conducing  to  show  publication  as  to  admit 
them  in  evidence.*  In  the  case  of  a  libel  appearing  in  a  newspaper, 
the  jury  may  be  authorized  to  infer  that  two  newspapers  were  pub- 
lished by  the  same  person,  from  a  comparison  of  the  types  and  other 
devices  of  two  newspapers,  one  of  which  is  clearly  proved  to  have 
been  published  by  the  defendant*  Evidence  that  ^e  defendant  cor- 
poration kept  posted,  in  a  conspicuous  place  for  forty  days,  a  libel 
directed  against  the  plaintiff  may  be  shown  to  establish  the  fact  that 
the  defendant  authorized  and  ratified  the  publication.* 

164.  Evidence  that  Plaintiff  Is  Person  to  Whom  Defamatory  State- 
ment Refers. — Where  a  libel  does  not  name  the  plaintiflF,  he  may  give 
evidence  of  all  the  surrounding  circumstances  Mid  other  extraneous 
facts  which  will  explain  and  point  out  the  person  to  whom  the  allu- 
sion applies.  Thus,  it  has  been  held  that  it  is  proper  to  produce 
evidence  showing  the  relations  existing  between  the  plaintiff  and  the 
author  of  the  alleged  libel,  for  the  purpose  of  proving  that  the  plain- 
tiff was  the  person  referred  to,  when  his  name  does  not  appear  in  the 
article  and  the  defendant  does  not  admit  that  he  is  the  one  referred 
to.'  So  a  subsequent  publication  by  the  defendant,  in  which  the  plain- 
tiff's name  is  mentioned,  may  be  introduced  in  evidence  to  show  that 
the  former  publication  referred  to  the  plaintiff  *  and  this  is  especially 
true  when  the  subsequent  publication  refers  to  the  former  one.'  The 
courts  differ  as  to  whether  witnesses  may  be  permitted  to  testify  that 
in  their  opinion  or  understanding  the  plaintiff  is  the  person  to  whom 
the  defamatory  statement  refers;  some  rejecting  such  testimony  as 

19.  Pattison  Onlf  Bag  Co.,  116  Mass.  513,  20  N.  E.  109,  12  A.  S.  B. 
La.  963,  41  So.  224,  114  A.  S.  R.  670.  583. 

20.  Alderman  v.  French,  1  Pick.  6.  Deonison  v.  Daily  News  Pub.  Co., 
(Mass.)  1,  U  Am.  Dec  114  and  note.  82  Neb.  675, 118  N.  W.  668,  23  L.RJI. 

1.  Note:  11  Am.  Dee.  129.  (N.8.)  362. 

S.  LawBon  v.  EiekB,  38  Ala.  279,  6.  Russell  v.  Kelly,  44  Gal  641,  13 
81  Am.  Dec  49.  Am.  Rep.  169. 

3.  UeCorkle  v.  Binns,  6  Bin.  (Pa.)  7.  Knapp  v.  Fuller,  55  Vt  311,  45 
340,  6  Am.  Dec  420  and  note.  Am.  Rep.  618. 

4.  Fogg     Boston,  etc,  Corp.,  148 
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opinion  evidence,  and  a  question  exclusively  for  ^e  jury.*  Thus, 
it  has  been  held  that  the  editor  of  the  defendant's  paper,  in  which 
the  alleged  libel  was  published,  should  not  be  required,  upon  objec- 
tion, to  testify  as  to  whom  he  considered  and  supposed  the  article 
referred.'  Other  courts,  however,  regard  such  evidence  as  a  neces- 
sary exception  to  the  rule  against  opinion  evidence.  The  view  favor- ' 
ing  its  admissibility  appears  to  be  based  upon  a  tolerated  practice 
of  interrogating  a  witness  as  to  his  understanding  of  the  application 
of  the  defamatory  publication  without  calling  for  a  statement  in  detail 
of  the  facts  and  circumstances  on  which  such  understanding  is  based, 
leaving  these  to  be  drawn  out,  if  desired,  on  cross-examination.*'  In 
accordance  with  this  view  it  has  been  held  that  in  an  action  for  a 
libel  in  which  the  name  of  the  plaintiff  is  not  mentioned,  the  plain- 
tiff may,  for  the  purpose  of  proving  that  the  libel  referred  to  him, 
introduce  witnesses  to  testify  that  they  knew  the  parties  and  were 
familiar  with  the  relations  existing  between  them  immediately  prior 
to  and  at  the  time  of  the  publication,  and  that  on  reading  the  pub- 
lication they  understood  the  plaintiff  to  be  the  person  referred  to." 
So  also,  when  the  words  are  ambiguous  as  to  the  person  intended, 
and  their  application  doubtful,  it  has  been  held  that  persona  who  read 
the  libel,  and  who  are  acquainted  with  the  parties  and  circumstances, 
may  state  their  judgment  and  understanding  as  to  whom  the  libelous 
charges  referred  to.''  Even  where  the  view  prevails  that  the  opinion 
of  witnesses  is  inadmissible  witnesses  may  be  asked  if  they  know  to 
whom  an  article  applies,  and  may  state  the  facts  and  circumstances 
which  show  who  was  pointed  out  by  the  publication.'* 

165.  Meaning  of  Words. — ^The  entire  publication  or  conversation 
may  be  shown,  in  an  action  for  libel  or  slander,  for  the  purpose  of 
determining  the  meaning  of  that  portion  of  the  utterance  of  the 
defendant  for  which  the  action  has  been  instituted,  so  long  as  the 
whole  constitutes  but  part  of  the  same  transaction,  and  leads  up  to 
the  words  alleged  to  be  actionable.'*  Thus,  other  parts  of  a  pam- 
phlet alleged  to  be  libelous  in  certain  paragraphs  may  be  read  in  evi- 
dence by  the  defendant  to  explain  the  paragraphs  upon  which  the 
action  is  founded.^''  Butr  two  articles  cannot  be  coupled  to  ascertain 
if  one  of  them  is  libelous  or  not,  the  articles  not  being  published  in 

8.  Von  Vecbten  v.  Hopkins,  6  Johns.  12.  State  v.  Mason,  26  Ore.  273,  38 
(N.  Y.)  211,  4  Am.  Dec.  339.  Pac  130,  46  A.  S.  R.  629,  26  L.R.A. 

Note:  48  L.B.A.(N.S.)  367,  779. 

9.  Dennison  v.  Daily  News  Pab.  Co.,      13.  Note:  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  364. 

82  Neb.  675, 118  N.  W.  568,  23  L.R.A.  14.  Newman  v.  Stein,  75  Mich.  402, 
(K.S.)  362.  42  N.  W.  956,  13  A.  S.  R.  447  and 

10.  Miller  t.  Bntler,  6  Cosh.  (Mass.)  note. 

71,  52  Am.  Dec.  768;  Knapp  v.  Fuller,  15.  Morehead  v.  Jones,  2  B.  Uon. 
56  Vt.  311,  45  Am.  Rep.  618.      '       (Ky.)  210,  36  Am.  Dec  600. 

11.  Russell  T.  KeUy,  44  Gal.  641, 13 
Am.  Rep.  169. 
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ibe  8ame  paper.^*  It  ia  the  generally  accepted  view  that  where  the 
words  which  are  the  baaa  of  an  action  of  libel  or  slander  are  plain 
and  unambiguous  and  no  extrinsic  facts  are  shown  which  might  have 
given  them  a  peculiar  meaning  to  the  reader  or  hearer,  the  testimony 
of  such  reader  or  hearer  as  to  how  he  understood  them  is  inadmis- 
sible,^' but  there  is  a  slight  difference  in  opinion  regarding  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  admission  of  such  evidence  constitutes  reversible 
error.  It  seems  to  be  the  rule  that  where  the  words  complained  of 
are  clear  and  unambiguous,  and  a  witness  is  asked  what  his  under- 
standing of  them  was  at  the  time  they  were  uttered,  if  he  states 
as  his  understanding  what  was  their  obvious  meaning  this  does  not 
constitute  prejudicial  error  for  which  the  case  will  be  reversed  on 
appeal.  Where,  however,  the  words  are  plain  and  unambiguous  and 
their  meaning  is  clear,  it  is  reversible  error  to  permit  a  witness 
to  state  that  he  und^tood  them  to  mean  some^ing  which  they 
do  not  import.**  Where  the  words  used  axe  ambiguous  or  of  doubts 
ful  meaning  the  testimony  of  a  witness  as  to  his  understanding  thereof 
is  generally  held  to  be  admissible,*'  and  in  most  Jurisdictions  where 
the  words  which  are  the  basis  of  an  action  of  libel  or  slander  are 
capable  of  two  constructions,  one  of  which  is  wstionable  and  tiie  other 
not,  the  testimony  of  a  reader  or  hearer  as  to  his  understanding  of 
them  is  de^ed  admissible.  It  has  been  held  also  that  where  a 
slanderous  charge  is  not  made  in  direct  terms,  but  by  the  use  of 
equivocal  expressions,  insinuations,  gestures,  or  tones  of  voice,  which 
have  a  potent  meaning  incapable  of  description,  it  is  competent  for 
witnesses  who  heard  and  saw  them  to  state  what  they  understood  by 
them.'*  So  where  the  charge  is  made  by  tiie  use  of  some  cant  phrase, 
nickname,  or  words  having  a  local  meaning,  or  by  ironical  expres- 
gions,  the  testimony  of  readers  or  hearers  as  to  their  understanding 
of  the  words  is  admissible,*  and  evidence  is  competent  to  show  the 

16.  Usher  v.  Severance  20  He.  9,  words,  see  in&a,  par.  184. 

37  Am.  Dec.  33.  18.  Pittsburgh^  etc.,  B.  Co.  v.  Uo- 

17.  Snell  V.  Snow,  13  Mete.  (Mass.)  Curdy,  114  Pa.  St.  55^  8  AtL  230, 
278,  46  Am.  Dec.  730  and  note;  Jar-  60  Am.  Bep.  363. 

nigon  V.  Fleming,  43  Miss.  710,  6  Am.  Note:  18  Ann.  Gas.  833. 

Rep.  514;  CoUahan  v.  Ingram,  122  19.  Wimer  t.  AUbaagh,  78  la.  79, 

Ho.  355,  26  S.  W.  1020,  43  A.  S.  B.  42  N.  W.  687,  16  A.  S.  R.  422  and 

583;  Maynard  v.  Beardsley,  7  Wend.  note. 

(N.  Y.)  560,  22  Am.  Dec  595  and  Note:  18  Ann.  Gas.  834. 

note;  Linehan  v.  Nelstm,  197  N.  T.  80.  Haynard  v.  Firemen's  Fund  Ins. 

482,  90  N.  E.  1114,  18  Ann.  Gas.  831  Co.,  34  CaL  48,  91  Am.  Dee.  672. 

and  note,  35  LJt.A.(N.S.}  1119;  Pitts-  Note:  18  Ann.  Gas.  834, 835. 

bui^h,  eAo.f  B.  Co.  v.  HoCnrdy,  114  1.  Edwards  v.  San  Jose  Printing, 

Pa.  St.  654,  8  Atl  230,  60  Am.  Rep.  etc.,  Soc.,  99  Cal.  431,  34  Pac  128, 

363.  37  A.  S.  B.  70;  BrinsBdd  v.  Howeth, 

Note:  4  Am.  Dee.  352.  107  Md.  278,  68  AtL  666,  24  LJUL 

As  to  the  province  of  the  court  and  (K.S.)  583. 

jury  in  respect  to  the  meaning  of  Note:  18  Ann.  Gas.  836. 
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application  and  interpretation  put  on  the  words  by  the  plainti£F's 
acquaintancee.'  To  permit  a  witness  to  testify  as  to  tiie  local  mean- 
ing of  language  charged  to  be  slanderous,  he  must>  however,  show 
that  it  has  a  peculiar  mining,  and  the  means  and  extent  of  his 
knowledge  on  the  subject.'  In  a  few  jurisdictions,  the  general  rule 
that  ft  witness  must  state  facts,  and  not  his  inference  from  them, 
seems  to  have  an  exception  in  cases  of  libel  and  slander,  as  the  injury 
done  in  such  cases  depends  upon  the  effect  the  words  produced  in  the 
minds  of  hearers ;  and  the  way  to  determine  this  effect  is  to  find  out 
how  the  words  were,  understood  by  heareis,*  and  a  witness  is  permit- 
ted to  testify  as  to  the  meaning  which  he  attached  to  the  words  when 
he  heard  them  uttered,  at  least  when  the  language  is  alleged  to  have 
been  understood  in  a  particular  sense.* 

Prooj  of  Malice 

166.  In  General. — In  actions  for  libel  or  slander,  evidence  may  be 
offered  to  prove  or  disprove  malice  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  in 
making  the  pubHcation  in  question,*  but  tiie  question  of  malice  is 
never  to  be  determined  by  the  mere  opinions  of  witnesses.'  The 
whole  of  a  given  pubUcation  may  be  considered  by  the  jury,  to  deter- 
mine whether  a  -part  of  it  is  malicious,*  even  though  the  other  parts 
include  defamatory  references  to  other  persons  than  the  plaintiff.' 
Diligence  in  attempting  to  ascertain  tiie  truth  may  be  shown  to  dis- 
prove malice.**  For  example,  the  good  faith  of  a  newspaper  in  pub- 
lishing defamatory  matter  may  be  established  by  showing  that  it  was 
furnished  by  a  reliable  reporter  of  long  experience,  and  was  accepted 
and  published  as  a  news  item  in  reliance  upon  its  truth.^*  Evidence 
that  the  words  charged  were  ^ken  to  an  intimate  friend,  to  whom 
alone  they  were  communicated,  even  though  they  do  not  come  within 
the  class  of  privileged  communications,  is  receivable  as  tending  to 
disprove  malice.** 

2.  Enapp  v.  FtOler,  65  Vt  311,  45  Fleming,  43  Miss.  710,  6  Am.  Rep. 
Am.  Rep.  618.  514. 

3.  Brinsfield  v.  Howetb,  107  Md.  8.  Morehead  v.  Jones,  2  B.  Mon. 
278,  68  Atl.  566,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.}   (Ey.)  210,  36  Am.  Dec.  600. 

583.  9.  Miller  v.  Butler,  6  Cash.  (Mass.) 

4.  Hawks  V.  Fatten,  IB  Oa.  52,  63  71,  52  Am.  Dec.  768  and  note. 
Am.  Dee.  266  and  note.  10.  Holmes  v.  Royal  Fraternal  Un- 

5.  Notes:  4  Am.  Deo.  364-,  IS  Ann.  ion,  222  Mo.  556,  121  S.  W.  100,  26 
Cas.  836.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1080. 

6.  Amott  V.  Standard  Ass'n,  57  11.  Courier  Journal  Co.  v.  Phillips, 
Conn.  86,  17  Atl.  361,  3  L.R.A.  69.  142  Ky.  372, 134  S.  W.  446,  32  L.R.A. 

7.  Solomaa  v.  American  Mercantile  (N.S.)  309. 

Exdiange,  93  Me.  436,  45  Atl.  510,  74  12.  Stallings  ▼.  Newman,  26  Ala. 
A.  S.  K.  366  and  note:  Jamigan  v.  300,  62  Am.  Deo.  723  and  note. 
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167.  Other  Acts  or  Declarations  of  Defendant. — ^In  actions  for  libel 
or  slander,  evidence  is  admissible  of  other  acts  or  defamatory  publi- 
cations or  utterances  by  the  defendant  against  the  plaintiff,  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  malice,^*  though  the  jury  cannot  award  dami^es 
for  such  acts  or  declarations.**  Thus,  evidence  of  threa.-^  made  by 
the  defendant  in  an  action  for  libel,  after  action  brought,  to  secure 
the  cancellation  of  the  plaintiff's  certificate  to  teach  school  has  been 
held  admissible  to  show  malice.**  Likewise,  in  an  action  for  slander 
for  words  imputing  unchastity  to  the  plaintiff,  evidence  of  other  acts 
and  words  of  the  defendant,  implying  unchastity  on  the  part  of  the 
plaintiff,  and  indicating  a  desire  to  harass,  insult  and  degrade  her, 
may  be  offered  to  show  malice.**  Such  declarations  have  been  held 
admissible  when  uttered  prior  to  the  publication  sued  upon,  even 
though  any  action  on  the  same  is  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitataons,*' 
or  when  uttered  subsequently,**  and  before  the  commencement  of  tiie 
suit,**  and  even  though  made  after  action  brought,  for  the  purpose 
of  lowing  malice.**  Proof  of  the  utterance  of  other  actionable  lan- 
guage is  not  precluded  in  a  slander  case  by  the  fact  that  the  words 
counted  on  are  actionable  per  se,  and  the  only  defense  is  denial  of 
speaking  them,  so  that  the  malice  is  admitted  if  the  words  are  found 
to  have  been  spoken.*  But  it  has  been  held  that,  while  evidence  of 
other  charges  may  be  given  to  the  jury  where  they  impute  the  same 
offense,  and  amount  to  a  renewal  of  the  original  charge,  words  spoken 
or  published  on  another  occasion,  charging  a  separate  and  distinct 
crime  from  that  charged  in  the  complaint,  are  not  admissible  in 
evidence  for  the  purpose  of  showing  malice  or  for  any  other  purpose.' 
Furthermore,  it  has  been  held  that  the  rule  admitting  other  utterances 
by  defendant  to  show  malice  in  an  action  for  slander  cannot  be  ex- 
tended to  include  actionable  words  constituting  the  basis  of  a  pending 

13.  Oambrill  v.  Schooley,  05  Ud.  60  Am.  Dec.  489. 

260,  52  Ati.  500,  63  L.R.A.  427;  Mark-  17.  Evening  Journal  Ass'n  v.  Mo- 
ham  V.  RusseU,  12  Allen  (Mass.)  573,  Dennett,  44  N.  J.  L.  430,  43  Am.  Bep. 
90    Am.    Dec.    169;   Meriwether   v.  392. 

Knapp,  211  Mo.  199,  109  S.  W.  750,  18.  Knapp  v,  FnUer,  56  Vt.  311,  45 

16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  953;  Cochran  v.  But-  Am.  Rep.  618. 

terlretd,  18  N.  H.  115,  45  Am.  Dec  19.  Ware  t.  Cartledge,  24  Ala.  622, 

363;  Knapp  v.  Puller,  55  Vt,  311,  45  60  Am.  Dec.  489. 

Am.  Hep.  618;  Hemmings  v.  Qasson,  20.  Mclntire  v.  Young,  6  Blackf. 

El.  Bl.  &  El.  346,  96  E.  C.  L.  346,  (Ind.)  496,  39  Am.  Dec.  443  and  note; 

4  Jur.  N.  S.  834,  27  L.  J.  Q.  B.  252,  Morasse  v.  Brochu,  151  Maaa.  567,  25 

9  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  67  and  note.  N.  E.  74,  21  A.  S.  R.  474,  8  L.R.A. 

14.  Stitzell  V.  Reynolds,  67  Pa.  8t  524. 

64,  5  Am.  Rep.  396.  1.  Gambrill  v.  Schooley,  95  Md.  260, 

Note:  72  Am.  Dec  436.  62  Atl.  500,  63  L.R.A.  427. 

16.  Paxton  v.  Woodward,  31  Mont  2.  Root  v.  Lowndes,  6  Hill  (N.  T.) 

195,  78  Pac  215,  107  A.  S.  B.  416  518,  41  Am.  Dec  762;  Upton  v.  Hume, 

and  note,  3         Caa.  546.  24  Ore.  420,  33  Pac.  810,  41  A.  S.  B. 

1«.  Ware  t.  Cartledge,  24  Ala.  622,  863,  21  LJIA.  483. 
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action.*  Nor  can  privU^ed  communications,  whidi  cannot  them- 
selves fonn  the  basis  for  an  action  of  slander^  be  offered  in  evidence 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  malice  in  other  communications.*  And 
it  is  not  competent  to  prove  that  the  defendant  has  libeled,  or  has 
threatened  to  libel,  other  persons,'  though  in  an  action  for  the  pub- 
lication of  a  libel  consisting,  in  part,  of  coupling  the  plaintiff  with 
another  person  named,  an  article  is  admissible  in  evidence  relating 
entirely  to  such  other  person,  but  which  places  him  in  such  light 
that  associating  the  plaintiff's  name  with  his  might  be  libelous.* 
Whether  remoteness  in  point  of  time  so  wesJcens  declarations,  other 
than  the  one  for  which  the  action  has  been  instituted,  of  a  person 
charged  with  libel  as  to  make  them  not  worth  being  admitted  in  evi- 
dence has  been  held  to  be  a  matter  addressing  itself  to  the  sound 
discretion  of  the  court,^  but  there  are  decisions  to  the  effect  that  at 
all  events,  the  judge- should  call  the  attention  of  the  jury  to  the  dis- 
tance of  time  which  had  elapsed  before  the  making  of  the  subsequent 
statements,  and  to  caution  them  that  those  statements  might  have 
referred  to  some  other  matter  and  that  they  might  therefore' not  be 
any  proof  of  malice  at  the  time  of  publication  of  the  libel  * 

168.  Testimony  of  Defendant. — ^The  defendant  himself  has  been 
permitted,  in  some  jurisdictions,  to  testify  that  he  had  no  design  to 
injure  the  plaintiff,  at  least  when  the  communication  in  question  is 
privileged,*  but  other  courts  have  denied  this  right  to  the  defendant 
upon  tiie  ground  tiiat  malice  is  not  capable  of  direct  proof,  1)ut  must 
be  inferred  from  the  facts  proven."  And  it  has  been  held  that  a 
defendant  cannot  be  allowed  to  state  that,  in  the  article  published, 
he  did  not  intend  to  charge  the  plaintiff  with  the  offense  involved  in 
the  words  uttered,  where  the  article  in  question  was  not  ambiguous, 
since,  in  such  a  case,  he  must  be  held  to  have  intended  the  meaning 
which  the  words  used  obviously  conveyed.*'  Clevly,  the  statement 
of  the  defendant  is  not  conclusive  as  to  his  motive.'^  Testimony  of 
the  defendant  as  to  his  feeling  towards  the  plaintiff  has  been  held 
admissible,  as  well  as  testimony  of  the  plaintiff  as  to  the  defendant's 

3.  Gambrill  v.  Scbooley,  95  Md.  260,  8.  Hemmings  v.  Gasson,  El.  Bl.  ft 
52  Atl.  500,  63  L.R.A.  427.  EI.  346,  96  E.  C.  L.  346,  4  Jur.  N.  S, 

4.  Schinglemeyer  v.  Wrifrht,  124  834,  27  L.  J.  Q.  B.  252,  9  Eng.  Rul. 
Mich.  230,  82  N.  W.  887,  50  L.R.A.  Cas.  67  and  note. 

129.  9.  Fleet  v.  Tichenor,  166  Cal.  343, 

5.  Cochran  v.  Butterfteld,  18  N.  H.  104  Pac.  458,  34  L.R.A.(N.S.)  323 
115,  45  Am.  Dec  363.  and  note. 

6.  Meriwether  v.  Knapp,  211  Mo.  10.  Note:  34  L.B.A.(N.S.)  323. 
199,  109  S.  W.  750,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  11.  Note:  23-L.R.A,(N.S.)  392. 
953.  12.  Alabama,  etc.,  R.  Co.  t.  Brooks, 

7.  Hairy  v.  McCoUom,  81  Conn.  293,  69  Miss.  168,  13  So.  847,  30  A.  S.  B. 
70  AtL  1036,  129  A.  S.  R.  216.         528  and  note. 
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anger  towards  the  plaintiff,**  though  testimony  of  the  defendant  aa 
to  the  plaintiff's  feeling  towards  the  defendant  has  heen  held  inad- 
missible.^* 

169.  Inference  of  Malice. — ^It  is  not  necessary  in  all  cases  to  prove 
malice  by  extrinsic  evidence.**  Malice  may  be  inferred  from  the 
falsity  of  the  words  in  question,*'  particularly  when  the  words  were 
uttered  with  knowledge  of  their  falsity,*^  even  though  the  publication 
be  qualifiedly  privileged.**  Some  courts,  however,  refuse  to  infer 
malice  from  the  falsity  of  the  statement,  when  the  publication  in 
question  was  qualifiedly  privileged.**  Malice  may  also  be  inferred 
from  the  surrounding  circumstances,*^  or  from  the  absrace  of  prob- 
able cause  to  make  the  assertion  in  question.* 


Proof  of  Truth 

170.  In  GeneraL — ^The  rules  governing  the  admissibility  of  evi- 
dence generally  are  applicable  to  the  admission  of  evidence  to  prove 
the  truth  of  the  defamatory  words  in  an  action  for  libel  or  slander, 
and  so  all  facts  and  drcumstances  bearing  directly  on  the  charge  and 
tending  to  prove  its  truth  may  be  introduced  in  support  thereof.* 
Thus,  the  poverty  of  a  girl  and  her  motlier  has  been  held  to  be 


13.  Soane  Grew,  230  Mass.  171,  19.  TrimUe  t.  Uonish,  152  Mich. 
107  N.  E.  620,  L.R.A.1915C  774.  624,  116  N.  W.  461,  16  LJl.A.(N.S.) 

14.  Dom  T.  Cooper,  139  la.  742,  1017;  Missouri  Fac  R.  Co.  v.  Rich- 
117  N.  W.  1,  118  N.  W.  35,  16  Ann.  mond,  73  Tex.  668,  11  S.  W.  555,  15 
Gas.  744  and  note.  A.  S.  R.  794,  4  L.R.A.  280. 

15.  Joraa  T.  HoToney,  126  La.  813,  20.  Fattison  Oolf  Bag  Co.,  116 
51  So.  908,  19  Ann.  Cas.  1193,  27  La.  963,  41  So.  224, 114  A.  S.  B.  670. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  1Q41;  Jackson  Pitts-  1.  White  t.  Kioholls,  3  How.  266, 
htag  Timee,  152  Pa.  St  406,  25  Atl.  11  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  591;  Thompson  v. 
613,  34  A.  S.  R.  659.  Rake,  140  la.  232,  118  N.  W.  279, 

16.  Traboe  v.  Mays,  3  Dana  (Ey.)  18  L.R.A.(N.S.)  921;  S^nU  v.  Hop- 
138,  28  Am.  Dec.  61;  RUey  t.  Lee,  kins,  26  S.  D.  21,  127  N.  W.  650,  29 
88  Ky.  603,  11  S.  W.  713,  21  A.  S.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  691;  CotuUa  v.  Kerr, 
R.  358;  Levert  v.  Daily  States  Pub.  74  Tex.  89,  11  S.  W.  1058,  15  A.  S. 
Co.,  123  La.  594,  49  So.  206,  131  A.  B.  819. 

S.  R.  356,  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  726;  Gott  8.  Stow  v.  Converse,  3  Conn.  325, 

T.  Pnlsifer,  122  Mass.  235,  23  Am.  8  Am.  Deo.  189;  Barry  v.  MeCoUom, 

Rep.  322;  Pollasky  v.  Mincfaener,  81  81  Conn.  293,  70  Atl.  1035,  129  A. 

Mich.  280,  46  N.  W.  5,  21  A.  S.  R.  S.  R.  215;  Burt  v.  Advertiser  Kews- 

516,  9  L.R.A.  102;  Crane  v.  Bennett,  paper  Co.,  154  Ifass.  238,  28  N.  E. 

177  N.  Y.  106,  69  N.  E.  274,  101  A.  1, 13  L.R.A.  97;  Uhlman  v.  Farm,  etc., 

S.  R.  722;  Holt  v.  Parsons,  23  Tex.  Co.,  126  Minn.  239,  148  N.  W.  102, 

9,  76  Am.  Dice.  49  and  note.  Ann.  Cas.  1915D  888  and  note;  Welt- 

17.  Bodwell  V.  Owood,  3  Pick,  mer  v.  Bishop,  171  Mo.  110,  71  S.  W. 
(Mass.)  379,  15  Am.  Dec.  228;  Smith  167,  65  L.Rj^.  584;  Woolley  v.  Plain- 
V.  Ashley,  11  Mete  (Mass.)  367,  45  dealer  Pub.  Co.,  47  Ore.  619,  84  Pac. 
Am.  Dec.  216.  473,  6  LJl.A.(N.S.)  498;  CotuUa  v. 

18.  Snnley  v.  Metropolitan  Life  Ins.  Kerr,  74  Tex.  89,  11  S.  W.  1058.  15 
Co.,  132  la.  123,  109  N.  W.  463,  12  A.  S.  R.  819. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  91  and  note.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  IdlSD  890. 
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admissible  in  an  action  of  slander  for  charging  the  plfuntiff  with 
her  seduction  as  supporting  the  claim  that  they  bad  agreed  to  accede 
to  the  plaintiff's  wishes  on  his  promise  to  provide  for  them.*  And 
in  an  action  for  libel  in  charging  the  plaintiff  to  be  of  unsound  mind, 
evidence  of  the  conduct  and  actions  of  the  plaintiff  subsequent  to  the 
time  when  he  was  charged  with  insanity  has  been  ruled  to  be  admis- 
sible as  tending  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  charge.*  But  the  plea  of 
justification  is  not  sustained  unless  the  evidence  tends  to  prove  every 
element  essential  to  the  truth  of  the  charge  imputed  to  the  plaintiff. 
It  is  not  sufficient  that  the  evidence  establishes  the  existence  of  sus- 
picious circumstances  or  of  some  one  of  several  elements,  which 
together  make  up  the  offense  charged.'  Evidence  wholly  of  mitigat- 
ing circumstances  is  inadmissible  to  support  a  plea  of  truth.'  A 
defendant  is  not  entitled  to  an  order  requiring  the  plaintiff  to  submit 
to  a  physical  examination  of  her  person  by  medicaJ  experts,  under  a 
plea  of  justification  in  an  action  involving  charges  of  pregnancy  and 
abortion  against  the  plaintiff.'  Where  one  is  sued  for  slander  in 
accusing  the  plaintiff  of  secretly  poisoning  another,  tiie  defendant, 
in  proving  justification,  cannot  introduce  in  evidence  the  dying  dec- 
larations of  the  deceased,  charging  the  plaintiff  with  murdering  him 
as  alleged  by  the  defendant* 

171.  Other  Similar  Acts. — Where  a  change  is  made  in  general  terms 
imputing  to  the  plaintiff  a  habit  or  custom  of  wrongdoing,  it  has  fre- 
quently been  held  that  particular  acts  of  misconduct  of  the  same 
character  as  the  offense  charged  are  admissible  in  evidence  as  tending 
to  prove  the  truth  of  the  chaj^e.'  Thus  in  an  action  for  slandering 
the  plaintiff  by  charging  him  with  stealing  cattle  it  has  been  held 
that  a  witness  may  be  permitted  to  detail  a  conversation  between  him 
and  the  plaintiff,  in  which  the  latter  made  an  effort  to  induce  the 
former  to  steal  the  cattle  of  another  person,  if  the  witness  states  that 
there  was  a  general  understanding  between  him  and  the  plaintiff, 
under  which  he  was  to  steal  cattle  and  drive  them  to  the  plaintiff 
to  be  butohered  for  their  joint  benefit.'*  Where,  however,  the  charge 
is  limited  to  a  specific  act  of  misconduct  or  crime,  it  is  generally  held 

3.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1915D  891.  8.  Barfield  v.  Britt,  47  N.  C.  41,  62 

4.  Moore  v.  Francis,  121  N.  Y.  199,  Am.  Dec  190  and  note. 

23  N.  E.  1127,  18  A.  S.  R.  810,  8  9.  Barkly  v.  Copeland,  74  Cal.  1, 
L.RA.  214.  16  Pac  307,  5  A.  S.  R.  413;  Krulic 

6.  Sheehey  v.  Cokley,  43  la.  183,  22  v.  Petcoff,  122  Minn.  517,  142  N.  W. 
Am.  Rep.  236  and  note.  897,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  1056;  Ingalls 

Note:  91  A.  S.  R.  309.  v.  Morrissey,  154  Wis.  632,  143  N.  W. 

6.  Fenstermaker  t.  Tribune  Pab.  681,  Ann.  Cos.  1915D  899  and  note. 
Co.,  12  Utah  439,  43  Pao.  112,  36     Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1915D  894.  ■ 
L.RA.  611.  10.  Barkiy  v.  Copeland,  74  Cal.  1, 

7.  Kern  t.  BridweU,  119  Ind.  226,  15  Pac.  307,  5  A  S.  R.  413  and  note. 
21  N.  fi.  664,  12  A  S.  B.  409  and 

note. 
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that  evidence  of  other  similar  acts  ia  not  admissive  as  bearing  on 
the  truth  of  tiie  chai^e,*^  though  there  are  decisions  to  the  effect 
that  where  other  instances  of  wrongdoing  are  closely  connected  with 
that  charged  they  ©lay  be  admitted."*  A  publication  charging  that 
everyone  who  knows  a  certain  man  believes  that  he  can  be  induced 
to  commit  any  crime  in  politics  that  will  pay  him  cannot  be  justified 
by  proof  of  acts  committed  after  it  is  made.*' 

172.  Similar  Charges  by  Others;  Records  of  Courts  or  Other  Tri- 
bunals.— ^Evidence  showing  that  similar  charges  had  been  made  by 
others  has  generally  been  held  inadmissible  to  prove  the  truth  of 
the  defamatory  words,**  but  in  an  action  of  libel  against  the  pub- 
lisher of  a  newspaper  for  charging  that  a  jury  perjured  themselves 
in  rendering  a  verdict,  evidence  that  other  newspapers  published  in 
the  place  where  the  verdict  was  rendered  severely  criticised  the  action 
of  the  jury  as  extraordinary  has  been  held  admissible  in  justification.'* 
And  in  an  action  for  libel  for  having  charged  the  plaintiff,  an  oflRcer 
of  the  militia,  with  being  drunk,  evidence  of  charges  against  him  * 
by  the  military  authorities  and  his  arrest  thereon  was  held  to  be 
admissible  in  support  of  the  truth  of  the  charge.*'  On  the  theory 
that  only  parties  and  privies  are  bound  by  a  judgment  it  is  generally 
held  that  the  proceedings  in  other  tribunals  are  not  admissible  in  an 
action  for  libel  or  slander  to  prove. the  truth  of  the  defamation," 
but  an  exception  to  this  rule  is  sometimes  made  where  the  matter 

in  dispute  is  one  of  public  right.  Thus,  testimony  given  by  the  plain- 
tiff in  a  former  trial  has  been  held  admissible  to  prove  the  truth  of 
a  charge  of  perjury.** 

173.  Prevalent  Rumors  and  Suspicions;  Character  or  Reputation 
of  Plaintiff. — ^Reports,  neighborhood  suspicion,  and  rumors  circulatr 
ing  in  a  community  are  not  admissible  to  prove  the  truth  of  defama- 
tory words,**  nor  can  the  excited  state  of  the  community  over  alleged 

11.  Fountain  v.  West,  23  la.  9,  92  Hieh.  661,  47  N.  W.  662,  21  A.  S.  B. 
Am.  Dee.  405,  overraled  on  another  629,  11  L.BA.  233.^ 

point  by  Riley  v.  Norton,  65  la,  306,  16.  Jackson  v.  Pittsbui^  Times,  152 
21  N.  W.  649;  Lydiard  v.  Minneapolis  Pa.  St.  406,  25  Ati.  613,  34  A.  S.  R. 
Daily  News  Co.,  UO  Minn.  140,  124  659. 

N.  W.  985,  19  Ann.  Cas.  985.  17.  Meeker  v.  Post  Printing,  etc., 

Note:  Ann.  Gas.  1915D  894.  Co.,  55  Colo.  365,  135  Pac.  457,  Ann. 

12.  Miller  v.  Hamilton  Brown  Sboe  Cas.  1915A  126. 

Co.,  89  S.  C.  630,  72  S.  E.  397,  Ann.     Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916D  895,  896. 
Cas.  1913B  106.  18.  Newbit  v.  Statuck,  35  Me.  315, 

13.  Coffin  V.  Brown,  94  Md.  190,  50  58  Am.  Dee.  706. 

Atl.  567,  89  A.  S.  R.  422,  55  L.R.A.  19.  Meeker  v.  Post  Printing,  ete., 
732.  Co.,  65  Colo.  355,  135  Pac.  4r)7,  Ann. 

14.  McDuff  V.  Detroit  Evening  Jour-  Cas.  1915A  126;  Treat  v.  Browning, 
nal  Co.,  84  Mich.  1,  47  N.  W.  671,  22  4  Conn.  408, 10  Am.  Dee.  156;  Wolcott 
A.  S  R.  673.  V.  Hall,  G  Mass.  514,  4  Am.  Dec  173; 

Note:  vVnn.  Cas.  1915D  893.  Bourreseau  v.  Detroit  Evening  Journal 

15.  Welch  V.  Tribune  Pub.  Co.,  83  Co.,  63  Mich.  425,  30  N.  W.  376,  6 
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misconduct  of  the  plaintifiF  be  shown  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  allega- 
tion of  such  misconduct.**  The  authorities  are  not  entirely  in  har- 
mony on  the  question  of  the  admissibility  of  the  general  bad  reputa- 
tion of  the  plaintiff  to  prove  the  truth  of  defamatory  words,  some 
holding  that  such  evidence  is  inadmissible,^  while  others  hold  that 
the  general  reputation  of  the  plaintiff  is  admissible  in  support  of  the 
defendant's  plea  of  justification.*  It  is  generally  held,  however,  that 
where  the  charge  involves  the  general  character  of  the  plaintiff,  evi- 
dence of  his  general  bad  reputation  may  be  received  in  support  of 
the  charge.'  Such  evidence  inust,  however,  be  confined  strictly  to 
the  plaintiff's  character.  Thus,  where  the  plaintiff  was  charged  with 
cruelty  and  maltreating  his  child,  evidence  of  the  bad  reputation  of 
the  plaintiff's  family  has  been  held  to  be  inadmissible.^  Where  the 
charge  is  that  of  un^astity  generally,  many  courts  have  held  that 
specific  acts  of  unchastity  are  inadmissible  to  prove  t^e  truth  of  the 
charges,  the  evidence  being  confined  to  the  general  reputation  of  the 
plaintiff  for  chastity,*  and  evidence  of  prostitution  two  months  after 
the  speaking  of  the  words  has  been  declared  to  be  inadmissible.' 

174.  Opinions  of  Witnesses. — ^The  rule  excluding  mere  opinion  evi- 
dence is  applicable  to  evidence  offered  to  support  a  plea  of  truth  in 
actions  for  libel  or  slander,  as  in  other  cases,'  but  where  the  matter  is 
one  of  common  observation,  and  does  not  involve  technical  skill  in 
interpretation,  it  h^  been  held  that  a  witness  who  is  not  an  expert  may 
testify  from  his  own  observation;  for  example,  upon  the  question 
whether  the  plaintiff  was  drunk,  or  under  the  influence  of  a  drug, 
when  the  witness  has  observed  other  victims  of  the  drug  habit.*  So 
where  a  judge  had  been  charged  with  incapacity  on  the  bench,  the 
court  held  that  the  testimony  of  honest  and  intelligent  witnesses  was 
admissible  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  charge,  but  ruled  out  the  opinions 
of  the  bar  when  testified  to  by  others  as  hearsay.' 

175.  Evidence  in  Rebuttal. — ^After  the  attempt  by  the  defendant 
to  justify  the  charge,  the  plaintiff  may,  as  a  rule,  introduce  in  rebuttal 

A.  S.  R.  320;  Brewer  v.  Chase,  121  L.R.A.  61L 

Mich.  526,  80  N.  W.  575,  80  A.  S.  E.  Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1915D  893. 

527,  46  L.R.A.  397.  5.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1915D  895. 

Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1915D  892.  6.  Beggarly  v.  Craft,  31  Ga.  309, 

20.  Robbins  v.  Treadway,  2  J.  J.  76  Am.  Dec.  687. 

Marsh.  (Ky.)  540,  19  Am.  Dec.  152.  7.  McDuff  v.  Detroit  Evening  Jour- 

1.  Stone  V.  Vamey,  7  Mete,  (Mass.)  nal  Co.,  84  Mich.  1,  47  N.  W.  671,  22 
86,  39  Am.  Dec.  762.  A.  S.  R.  673;  Brewer  v.  Chase,  121 

Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1915D  893.  Mich.  526,  80  N.  W.  575,  80  A.  S.  R. 

2.  Dowie  y.  Priddle,  216  lU.  553,  75  527,  46  L.RA.  397. 

N.  E.  243,  3  Ann.  Cas.  526.  8.  MiIIct  v.  Hamilton  Brown  Shoe 

Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1915D  893.  Co.,  89  S.  C.  530,  72  S.  E.  397,  Ann. 

3.  Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1915D  893.  Cas.  1913B  106  and  note. 

4.  Fenstermaker  t.  Tribune  Pnb.  9.  Robbins  v.  Treadway,  2  J.  J. 
Co.,  12  Utah  439,  43  Pae.  112,  36  Marsh.  (Ky.)  640,  19  Am.  Dee.  152. 
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any  legal  evidence  to  explain-  or  corroborate  bis  testimony  or  to  con- 
tradict tbat  offered  by  tbe  defendant"  Tbus  where  the  charge  was 
that  the  plaintiff  had  made  certain  statements  as  a'  member  of  a 
convention  and  the  defendant  has  offered  to  prove  the  truth  of  such 
charge,  another  account  by  the  defendant  of  the  same  convention 
in  which  the  words  in  question  did  not  appear  may  be  offered  in 
evidence  to  prove  malice.^'  In  several  jurisdictions  it  has  been  held 
that  the  plaintiff  cannot  introduce  evidence  of  his  good  character  in 
rebuttal  of  a  justification  of  a  charge  not  amounting  to  a  crime  unless 
his  character  has  been  attacked  by  the  defendant,  but  other  authori- 
ties take  the  view  that  the  plea  of  justification  puts  the  plaintiff's 
character  in  issue,  and  therefore  evidence  of  his  good  character  is 
admissible  in  rebuttal.  Where  the  charge  imputes  a  crime,  it  is  gen- 
erally held  that  evidence  of  the  plaintiff's  good  character  is  admissible 
in  rebuttal,^'  though  this  rule  has  not  met  with  universal  approval. 
Where  evidence  of  good  character  is  admissible  in  rebuttal,  it  must 
be  confined  to  tbe  particular  character  involved  in  the  defamation.^* 
The  record  of  the  trial  and  acquittal  of  the  plaintiff  on  the  same 
charge  as  is  involved  in  the  libel  or  slander  sued  on  has  been  held 
not  admissible  to  contradict  or  rebut  evidence  given  in  support  of 
the  truth  of  the  defamatory  words."  And  it  has  also  been  held 
that  where  the  record  in  a  prosecution  for  larceny  wherein  the  plain- 
tiff pleaded  guilty  was  admitted  in  support  of  the  truth  of  the  charge, 
evidence  that  though  he  pleaded  guilty  he  was  not  in  fact  so  could 
not  be  given  in  rebuttal.'* 

Preaumpiiont  and  Burden  of  Proof;  Variance 

176.  In  General. — ^In  actions  for  libel  and  slander,  the  general  rule 
applies  that  the  burden  of  proof  to  establish  the  affirmative  of  an 
issue  involved  in  an  action  rests  upon  the  party  alleging  the  facts 
constituting  that  issue.'*  Thus,  the  burden  of  proving  pubUcation 
in  an  action  for  libel  rests  on  the  plaintiff,"  and,  in  an  action  for 
slander  also,  the  burden  of  proof  is  on  the  plaintiff  to  show  that  a 

10.  StOTT  T.  Convene,  3  Conn.  326,  14.  Corbley  t.  Wilson,  71  111.  209, 
8  Am.  Dec.  189.  22  Am.  R«p.  98;  McBee  t.  Fulton, 

Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1915D  896.  47  Md.  403,  28  Am.  Rep.  465. 

11.  Stow  V.  Converse,  3  Conn.  325,      Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1915D  898. 

8  Am.-  Dec.  189.  15.  Register    Newspaper    Co.  v. 

12.  Byrket  v.  Monohon,  7  Blaekf.  Stone,  102  S.  W.  800,  31  Ky.  L.  Rep. 
(Ind.)  83,  41  Am,  Dec.  212;  Sheehey  458,  11  L.R.A.(N,S.)  240. 

T.  Cokley,  43  la.  183,  22  Am.  Rep.  16.  And  see  gen^Uy,  EvmKHCi, 
236.  vol.  10,  p.  898  et  seq. 

IS.  Steams     Long,  215  Mass.  152,     Note:  61  L.R.A.  538. 
102  N.  E.  326,  Ann.  Cas.  1916D  906     17.  Holmes  v.  CUsby.  121  Ga.  341, 
and  note.  48  S.  B.  034,  104  A.  S.  B.  103. 

Note:  Ann.  Cas.  19I5D  897. 
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sabstantial  and  essential  part  of  the  words  charged,  neoeesary  to  con- 
vey the  meaning  alleged,  were  uttered  as  charged.^*  Where  the  seller 
ot  a  newspaper  containing  a  libel  defends  on  the  ground  that  he  did 
not  know  that  the  paper  contained  libelous  matter,  the  burden  is 
upon  him  to  show  such  want  of  knowledge.'*  So  if ,  in  an  action 
for  newspaper  Ubel,  the  defense  is  that  the  article  was  published  in 
good  faith,  and  that  the  defendant  published  a  full  and  fair  retrac- 
tion as  provided  by  statute,  the  burden  of  proof  is  upon  him  to  estab- 
lish such  defense.***  The  repatation  of  the  plaint^  is  presumed  to 
be  good  until  evidence  to  the  contrary  has  been  introduced.'  Dam- 
age may  be  inferred  as  a  natural  and  probable  consequence  if  the 
pubHcation  be  libelous  per  se.*  There  is  a  presumption,  in  such  a 
case,  of  injury  to  the  feelings,  of  mental  anguish  and  injury  to  the 
reputation,*  particularly  when  an  infamous  crime  has  been  charged 
against  the  plaintiff.*  Damage  may  be  inferred  also  from  the  falsity 
of  the  publication  and  from  Uie  surrounding  circumstances  without 
special  proof.* 

177.  Malice. — On  proof  of  the  publication  of  defamatory  matter, 
malice  is  inferred,  regardless  of  the  intention  of  the  parties,*  and  the 
burden  of  disproving  it  is  thrown  upon  the  defendant^  The  pre- 
sumption of  malice  remains  through  the  entire  case  until  it  is  met 
by  proof  of  a  contrary  motive,  or  that  the  publication  was  justifiable.* 
The  malice  which  by  legal  fiction  is  presumed  to  exist  from  the  pub- 
lication of  words  actionable  per  se  is,  however,  legal  malice  as  dis- 
tinguished from  actual  malice  or  malice  in  fact,  which  is  never  pre- 
sumed.* The  fact  that  the  law  raises  a  presumption  of  malice  from 
the  publication  of  words  actionable  per  se  does  not  render  incompetent 


18.  BioDgbton  T.  McGhnw,  30  Fed.  6.  Savoie  v.  Seanlon,  43  La.  Ann. 
672,  5  LJt.A.  406:  Newman  v.  Stein,  967,  9  So.  016,  26  A.  S.  R.  200. 

75  Kich.  402,  42  N.  W.  056,  13  A.  S.  6.  Savoie  v.  Seanlon,  43  La.  Ann.  ■ 

B.  447.  067, 9  So.  916,  26  A.  S.  R.  200;  Cleve- 

19.  Street  v.  Johnson,  80  Wis.  455,  land  Leader  Printing  Go.  v.  Nether- 
50  N.  W.  305,  27  A.  S.  B.  42,  14  sole,  84  Ohio  St  118,  95  N.  E.  735, 
L.R.A.  203.  Ann.  Oaa.  1912B  978;  Byers  v.  Herid- 

20.  Gray  v.  Times  Newspaper  Co.,  «"i  Printing  Co.,  84  Ohio  St.  408,  95 
74  Minn.  452,  77  N.  W.  204,  73  A.  N.  E.  017,  38  L.B.A.(N.S.)  913. 

8  R  363  7-  HolmeB  v.  Clisby,  121  Ga,  241, 

*1.  kmiic  V.  Petcoff,  122  Minn.  517,  S.  K  93^  I***  ^  S.  R.  103;  Byr- 

142  N.  W.  897,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  1056.  ^r?!.""*  ^' 

2.  Tracy  v.  Hockett,  19  Ind.  App.  tH^' ^^^1^^^  l^^'^T^T' 
133,  49  N.  E.  185,  65  A.  S.  R.  398;  ^Y^nti  V  ^  ut 

^•o^A        ^'''V  stated  Maaon,  26  Ore.  273,  38  Pac! 

3.  Osbom  V.  Lach,  135  N.  C.  628,  130,  46  A.  S.  R.  620,  26  LJB.A.  779. 
47  8.  E.  811,  66  L.R.A.  648.  9.  ChUders  v.  San  Joee  Mercury 

4.  Belo  V.  Pnller,  84  Tex.  450,  19  Printing  Co.,  105  CaL  284,  38  Pac 
S.  W.  616,  31  A.  S.  B.  75  astd  note.  903,  45  A.  S.  B.  40  and  note. 
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^dence  upon  the  question  of  actual  malice.'*  The  right  of  a  state 
legislature  to  change  the  rules  in  regard  to  the  presumption  and 
burden  of  proof  aa  to  malice,  in  actions  for  libel,  has  been  denied.*' 
178.  Privileged  Communications. — When  the  defense  is  pleaded 
that  the  communication  upon  which  an  action  for  libel  or  slander 
h^  been  instituted  was  privileged,  the  burden  of  proof  rests  on  the 
defendant  to  show  that  the  occasion  was  privileged,'*  but  when  the 
occasion  is  shown  to  have  been  qualifiedly  privileged,  it  is  generally 
held  tiiat  the  burden  of  proof  rests  upon  the  plaintiff  to  show  actual 
malice  on  the  part  of  the  defendant'*  Some  courts  have,  however, 
questioned  the  necessity  of  proof  of  malice  of  communications  quali- 
fiedly privileged.'*  If  the  communication  is  privileged,  the  burden 
is  generally  on  the  plaintiff  to  show,  also,  the  falsity  of  the  state- 
ment of  the  defendant,'^  though  the  burden  of  showing  the  falsity 

10.  Wrege  v.  Jonee,  13  N.  D.  267,  1£2  Mich.  824,  116  N.  W.  451,  16 
100  N.  W.  705,  112  A.  S.  R.  679,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1017;  Flynn  v.  Boglar- 
Ann.  Cag.  482.  sky,  164  Mich.  613,  129  N.  W.  674, 

11.  Byera  v.  Meridian  Printing  Co.,  32   L.R.A.(N.S.)    740;   Peterson  v. 

84  Ohio  St.  408,  96  N.  B.  917,  38  Steenereon,  113  Minn.  87,  129  N.  W. 
LR.A.(N.S.)  913.  147,  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  674;  Sands  v. 

12.  Brice  v.  Curtia,  38  App.  Cas.  Robinson,  12  Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.) 
(D.  C.)  304,  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  1070,  704,  51  Am.  Dec.  132  and  note;  Hol- 
38  LR.A.(N.S.)  69;  Abraham  V.  Bald-  mes  v.  Royal  Fraternal  Union,  222 
win,  52  Fla.  151,  42  So.  591,  10  Ann.  Mo.  556,  121  S.  W.  100,  26  L.R.A. 
Cas.  1148,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1051;  (N.S.)  1080;  Byam  v.  Collins,  111 
Holmes  v.  Royal  Fraternal  Union,  222  N.  Y.  143,  19  N.  E.  75,  7  A.  S.  R. 
Mo.  556,  121  S.  W.  100,  26  L.R.A.  726  and  note,  2  L.R.A.  129;  Cooper 
(N.S.)  1080;  Logan  v.  Hodges,  146  t.  Phipps,  24  Ore.  357,  33  Pae.  985, 
N.  C.  38,  59  S.  E.  349,  14  Ann.  Cas.  22  L.R.A.  836;  SchuU  v.  Hopkins,  26 
103;  Conroy  v.  Pittsburg  Times,  139  S.  D.  21,  127  N.  W.  550,  29  L.R.A. 
Pa.  St.  334,  21  Atl.  164,  23  A.  S.  E.  (N.S.)  691;  Holt  v.  Parsons,  23  Tex. 
188,  11  LR.A.  725.  9,  76  Am.  Dec.  49  and  note;  Brown 

13.  Denver  Public  Warehouse  Co.  v.  v.  Norfolk,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  100  Va.  619, 
HoIIoway,  34  Colo.  432,  83  Pac.  131,  42  S.  E.  664,  60  L.R.A.  472;  Williams 
114  A.  S.  R.  171,  7  Ann.  Cas.  840  Printing  Co.  v.  Saunders,  113  Va.  156, 
andnote,3L.R.A.(N.S.)  696andnote;  73  S.  E.  472,  Ann.  Cas.  1913E  693; 
Melcher  v.  Beeler,  48  Colo.  233,  110  Joseph  v.  Baars,  142  Wis.  390,  126 
Pac.  181,  139  A.  S.  R.  273;  Barry  v.  N.  W.  913, 135  A.  S.  B.  1076. 
MeCoUom,  81  Conn.  293,  70  Atl.  1036,  Notes:  7  Ann.  Cas.  846:  Ann.  Cas. 
129  A.  S.  R.  215;  Hassett  v.  Carroll,  1913C  1074. 

85  Conn.  23,  81  Atl.  1013,  Ann.  Cas.  14.  Conroy  v.  Pittsburg  Times,  139 
1913A  333;  Brice  v.  Curtis,  38  App.  Pa.  St.  334,  21  Atl.  154,  23  A.  S.  R. 
Cas.  (D.  C.)  304,  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  188,  11  L.R.A.  725. 

1070  and  note,  38  L.R.A.(N.S.)  69;  Notes:  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  697  ;  7  Ann. 

Abraham  v.  Baldwin,  52  Fla.  151,  42  Cas.  847. 

So.  591,  10  Ann.  Caa.  1148,  10  L.R.A.  16.  Barry  v.  McCollom,  81  Conn. 

(N.S.)  1051;  Redgate  v.  Roush,  61  293,  70  Atl.  1035,  129  A.  S.  R.  215; 

Kan.  480,  59  Pac.  1050,  48  L.R.A.  236;  Edwards  v.  Chandler,  14  Mich.  471,  90 

Richardson  v.  Gunby,  88  Kan.  47,  127  Am.  Dec.  249;  Kelly  v.  Independent 

Pac.  533,  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  520;  Doane  Pub.  Co.,  45'Mont.  127,  122  Pac.  735, 

T.  Grew,  220  Mass.  171, 107  N.  E.  620,  Ann.  Cas.  1913D  1063,  38  L3.A. 

L.B.A.1915C  974;  Trimble  v.  Morrish.  (N.S.)  1160. 
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of  the  publication  is  not  placod  on  the  plaintiff  by  a  plea  of  privilege 
in  an  action  for  libel  in  attacking  the  plaintiff's  moral  character,  owing 

to  the  presumption  that  every  person  haa  a  good  character.^*  Even 
though  malice  must  be  proved  by  the  plaintiff,  most  of  the  authori- 
ties agree  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  prove  malice  by  extrindc  evidence^ 
but  it  may  be  inferred  from  the  circumstances  surrounding  the  publi- 
cation,^'  the  relation  of  the  parties,  and  even  from  the  publication 
itself,'*  though  some  authorities  deny  the  right  to  establish  malice 
in  such  cases  from  the  publication  itself.*'  It  has  been  held  that 
more  than  a  scintilla  of  evidence  of  malice  must  be  adduced  before 
the  defendant  can  be  called  on  to  prove  that  he  was  not  actuated  by 
malice.^  According  to  some  decisions  the  plaintiff  may  sustain  his 
burden  of  proof  by  showing  merely  the  fsdsity  of  the  publication, 
from  which  an  inference  of  malice  wUl  arise,*  but  the  weight  of  author- 
ity is  apparently  to  the  effect  that  this  is  not  sufficient,'  and  some 
authorities  hold  that  the  plaintiff  must  show,  in  such  cases,  not  merely 
falsity,  but  that  the  defendant  knew  or  had  reason  to  believe  the 
publication  to  be  untrue  at  the  time  he  published  it.*  It  has  been 
held  that  where  it  appears  that  the  writing  on  which  the  action  is 
based,  though  libelous  per  se,  was  written  on  a  privileged  occasion, 
the  plaintiff  has  the  burden  of  proving  malice,  knowledge  of  falsity, 
recklessness,  the  use  of  impertinent  or  unnecessary  libelous  matter,  or 
other  illegal  abuse  by  the  'defendant  of  the  occasion  of  privilege,  and 
upon  establishing  any  of  these  matters  the  plaintiff  is  entitled,  on 
acoount  of  the  presumption  of  malice,  falsity,  and  injury  arising  from 
matter  libelous  per  se,  to  recover,  unless  the  defendant  establishes  the 
truth  of  the  libelous  statements.*  According  to  some  decisions  where 
the  privilege  of  the  defendant  depends  upon  the  relevancy  of  the 
communication  to  the  occasion,  the  burden  of  showing  the  nlevancy. 
of  the  same  or  the  necessity  for  making  it  devolves  upon  the  defend- 
ant.' But,  in  other  cases,  where  a  witness  was  sued  for  libel  in  the 
giving  of  testimony,  it  has  been  held  that  the  burden  rested  on  the 

16.  Tanner  v.  Stevenson,  138  Ky.  20.  Bearee  v.  Bass,  88  Me.  521,  34 
578,  128  S.  W.  878,  30  L.B.A.(N.S.)  Atl.  411,  51  A.  S.  H.  446. 

200.  1.  Note:  7  Ann.  Cos.  847. 

17.  Nichols  V.  Eaton,  110  la.  509,  2.  Alabama,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Brooks, 
81  N.  W.  792,  80  A.  S.  B.  319,  47  69  Miss.  168,  13  So.  847,  30  A.  S.  B. 
L.R.A.  483.  528  and  note. 

18.  Trimble  v.  Morrisfa,  152  Mich.  Note:  7  Ann.  Gas.  847. 
624,  116  N.  W.  451,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  3.  Note:  7  Ann.  Cas.  847. 

1017;  Conroy  v.  Pittsburg  Times,  139  4.  Chambers  v.  Leiser,  43  Wash.  285, 

Pa.  St.  334,  21  Atl.  154,  23  A.  S.  R.  86  Pae.  627,  10  Ann.  Cas.  270. 

188,  11  L.R.A.  725.  5.  Moore  v.   Manufacturers'  Nat. 

Notes:  3  UR.A.(N.S.)  097;  Ann.  Bank,  123  N.  T.  420,  25  N.  £.  1048, 

Cas.  1913C  1075.  U  L.R.A.  753. 

19.  Note:  7  Ann.  Cas.  847. 
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plaintiff  to  show  that  the  statements  in  question  weie  not  pertinent 
to  the  matter  in  progress.* 

179.  Troth. — ^The  truth  of  the  publication,  in  an  action  for  libel 
or  slander,  is  a  matter  of  defense,  and  the  burden  of  proof  is  on  the 
defendant  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  words  uttered,  and  not  on  the 
plaintiff  to  prove  their  falsity.'  It  is  the  well  established  general  rule 
that,  in  order  that  the  truth  of  the  charge  may  operate  as  a  defense, 
by  way  of  justification  to  a  civil  action  for  libel  or  slander,  proof  of 
the  facts  establishing  the  truth  of  the  charge  must  be  as  broad  as  the 
charge,  that  is  to  say,  the  truth  of  all  the  material  elements  of  the 
defamatory  matter  must  be  established.^  This  rule  that  a  justification 
must  be  as  broad  as  the  charge  does  not,  however,  mean  that  it  must 
be  broad  enough  to  embrace  every  slanderous  charge  stated  in  the 
complaint,  when  several  separate  and  distinct  things  are  charged. 
Under  such  circumstances  the  defendant  may  justify  as  to  any  dis- 
tinct charge,  although  ho  fails  as  to  the  others.*  According  to  some 
authorities  proof  that  a  person  has  been  convicted  of  crime  will  not 
sustain  a  plea  of  truth,  if  the  person  has  been  duly  pardoned  of  his 
offense.  But  a  distinction  has  been  suggested  in  this  connection 
between  the  statement  that  a  person  has,  in  the  past,  been  guilty  of 
the  crime  in  question  and  saying  that  he  is,  at  present,  guilty  of  the 
offense;  for  example,  between  the  statement  that  the  person  has  been 
a  thief  and  calling  him  a  thief.  In  the  former  case,  the  plea  of 
truth  will  be  sustained  notwithstanding  the  pardon,  while  in  the  latter 
case  the  statement  may  be  regarded  as  false.'*  As  to  the  quantum  of 
proof  necessary  to  establish  the  defense  of  txuth,  the  great  weight  of 
modem  authority  is  to  the  effect  that  it  is  sufficient  for  the  defend- 
ant to  establish  his  defense  by  a  preponderance  of  the  evidence.  Even 

6.  Cooper  v.  Phipps,  24  On.  367,     Notes:  91  A.  S.  B.  306  ;  61  L.R.A. 


7.  State  T.  Sheridan,  14  Idaho  222,  S.  Roister  Kewspaper  Co.  v.  Stone, 

93  Pac.  656, 15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  497;  Off-  102  S.  W.  800,  31  Ky.  L.  Rep.  468, 

att  V.  Earlywine,  4  Blackf.  (Ind.)  460,  11  L.B.A.(N.S.)  240;  Biitherford  v. 

32  Am.  Dee.  40;  Byrket  t.  Monohon,  Paddock,  180  Mass.  289,  62  N.  E.  381, 

7  Blaekf.  (Ind.)  83,  41  Am.  Deo.  212;  91  A.  8.  B.  282:  Brewer  t.  Chase,  121 

Fonntain  v.  West,  23  la.  9,  92  Am.  Mich.  526,  80  N.  W.  676,  80  A.  S.  B. 

Dec.  406,  ovemiled  on  another  point  627,  46  L.B.A.  397;  Tauney  v.  Si- 

by  Biley  t.  Norton,  65  la.  306,  21  N.  monson,  109  Minn.  341,  134  N.  W. 

W.  649;  Klos  v.  Zafaorik,  U3  la.  161,  229,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.}  1035;  Qoinn  t. 

84  N.  W.  1046,  53  L.R.A.  235;  Ed-  Review  Pub.  Co.,  55  Wash.  69,  104 

wards  t.  Chandler,  14  Mich.  471,  90  Pac.  181,  133  A.  3.  R.  1016,  19  Ann. 

Am.  Dec  249  and  note;  Sherin  v.  Cas.  1077. 

Eastwood,  27  S.  D.  312,  131  N.  W.  Notes:  21  LJt.A.  504;  31  LJI.A. 

287,  Ann.  Caa.  1913D  257;  Hinchman  (N.S.}  136,  137. 

V.  Lawson,  6  Leigh  (Va.)  695,  27  Am.  9.  Notes:  31  L.RJL(N.S.)  137;  60 

Dee.  622;  ColEman  v.  Spokane  Cbron-  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1040. 

icie  Pub.  Co.,  65  Wash.  1,  117  Pao.  10.  Notes:  21  LJI.A.  603;  31  L.B.A. 


638. 


£96,  Ann.  Cas.  19138  636. 


(N.S.)  147. 
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though  the  plaintiff  has  been  accused  of  crime,  it  is  now  ^nerally 
held  that  proof  of  the  truth  of  the  diarge  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt 
is  not  required."  The  rule  formerly  recognized  by  numerous  courts 
was  that  the  truth  of  words  chafging  a  crime  must  be  established 
beyond  a  reasonable  doubt,^'  and  parUcularly  in  cases  i^erein  the 
defendant  had  accused  the  plaintiff  of  perjury,  it  was  held  that  to 
sustain  a  plea  of  justification,  the  defendant  must  give  as  conclusive 
proof  as  would  be  necessary  to  convict  the  plaintiff  of  perjury  on  an 
indictment,"  namely,  by  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses,  or  by  one 
witness  and  strong  corroborating  circumstances.'*  Even  at  the  pres- 
ent time  in  some  jurisdictions  where  the  general  rule  obtains  that 
in  a  civil  action  for  slander  based  on  words  imputing  the  commission 
of  a  crime,  a  preponderance  of  the  evidence  is  all  that  is  necessary 
to  sustain  a  plea  of  justification,  an  exception  is  made  where  the  crime 
imputed  is  tJiat  of  perjury,  and  it  is  held  that  in  such  oase  the  plea 
must  be  established  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt.'*  But  the  rule  that 
a  preponderance  of  the  evidence  is  sufficient  to  establish  the  truth  of 
the  charge  is  now  generally  held  to  apply  though  the  plaintiff  was 
accused  of  perjury.'* 

180.  Variance. — While  the  well  established  rule  that  pleading  and 
proof  must  correspond  "  applies  in  actions  for  libel  or  slander,  it  has 
been  held  repeatedly  that  it  is  sufficient  if  the  plaintiff  in  such  an 
action  proves  that  the  defendant  uttered  words  substantially  the  same 
as  those  alleged  in  the  petition,'^  and  that  the  precise  words  need 
not  be  proved.'*  There  are,  however,  numerous  decisions  to  the  effect 

11.  A'braham  v.  Baldwin,  62  Fla.  16.  Flemnung  t.  Wallace,  116  Tens. 
161,  42  So.  591,  10  Ann.  Cas.  1148,  20,  91  S.  W.  47,  7  Ann.  Cas.  1156. 
10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1051  and  note;  At-  16.  Sloan  v.  GUbert,  12  Bush  (Ky,) 
lanta  Journal  t.  Mayson,  92  Oa.  640,  51,  23  Am.  Rep.  708;  Lay  t.  Linke, 
18  S.  E.  1010,  44  A.  S.  R.  104  and  122  Tenn.  433,  123  S.  W.  746,  25 
note;  Ellis  t.  Buzzell,  60  Me.  200,  11  L.B.A.(N.S.)  1215  and  note. 

Am.  Rep.  204;  HcBee  t.  Fnlton.  47  17.  See  generally,  Pleadihq. 
Md.  403,  28  Am.  Rep.  466;  Smitli  t.  18.  Desmond  v.  Brown,  29  la.  53, 
Burrus,  106  Uo.  04,  16  8.  W.  881,  27  4  Am.  Rep.  194;  Hamilton  t.  Nance, 
A.  S.  R.  329,  13  L.R.A.  69;  Barfield  159  N.  C.  66,  74  S.  E.  627,  Ann.  Caa. 
T.  Britt,  47  N.  C.  41,  62  Am. -Dee.  190;  1914A  1263;  Zimmerman  v.  MeMakin, 
BeU  V.  McGmnesa,  40  Ohio  St  204,  22  S.  G.  372,  63  Am.  Rep.  720;  Haaley 
48  Am.  Rep.  673  and  note.  v.  State,  57  Tex.  Crim.  400, 123  S.  W. 

Note:  7  Ann.  Cas.  1158.  596,  136  A.  S.  R.  986  and  note;  Pos- 

12.  Fountain  v.  West,  23  Lt.  9,  92  nett  v.  Marble,  62  Vt  481, 20  Atl.  813, 
Am.  Dec.  405,  overruled  in  Riley  v,  22  A.  S.  R.  126,  11  L.R.A.  162;  Ze- 
Norton,  65  la.  306,  21  N.  W.  649.       nobio  v.  Axtell,  6  T.  B.  162,  3  Rev. 

Notes:  20  Am.  Rep.  420;  10  L.R.A.  Rep.  142,  0  Eng.  RnL  Cas.  87  and 
(N.8.)  1052  ;  7  Ann.  Cas.  1158.  note. 

13.  Newbit  V.  Statuck,  35  Me.  815.  19.  Batos  v.  Antrobna,  1  Mo.  197, 13 
68  Am.  Dee.  706  and  note.  Am.  Dec.  496  and  note;  Meriwether 

14.  B\Tket  V.  Monohon.  7  Blackf.  v.  Knapp,  211  Mo.  199, 109  S.  W.  750, 
(lod.)  83,  41  Am.  Dec.  212  and  note.  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  953;  Bamett  t.  Ward, 
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that  it  is  not  sufficient  to  prove  words  of  similar  import,**  or  words 
which  aje  tantamount  to  those  charged,'  or  equivalent  and  similar 
words,*  and  that  the  words  proved  must  do  more  than  convey  the 
same  idea  as  those  alleged  in  the  petition  as  having  been  spoken  by 
the  defendant.*  Some  courts  have  declared  it  necessary  that  the  words 
charged  be  specifically  proved,  and  that  it  is  not  sufficient  to  estab- 
lish a  basis  for  an  inference  that  the  alleged  charge  was  intended.* 
If  the  words  were  uttered  in  the  form  of  a  question,  they  will  not 
be  admitted  in  support  of  a  declaration  charging  them  to  have  been 
spoken  affirmatively.'  If  the  defamatory  words  are  alleged  to  have 
been  spoken  in  a  foreign  language,  the  fact  that  the  words  were  so 
spoken  must  be  proved,'  and  on  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  held 
that  to  allege  a  publication  of  English  words  and  prove  a  publication 
of  words  in.  another  tongue  is  a  variance.'  It  is  not  a  fatal  variance 
that  all  the  words  laid  in  the  declaration  are  not  proved,  but  it  is 
sufficient  if  enough  be  proved  to  sustain  the  acUon.'  If,  however, 
all  the  words  laid  are  Decenary  to  constitute  the  slander,  they  must 
be  proved  as  laid.  And  if  other  words  not  laid  are  proved,  which 
limit  or  change  the  meaning  of  those  counted  on,  the  action  cannot 
be  sustcdned.*  The  time  when  the  words  were  spoken,  as  laid  in  the 
declaration,  is  immaterial."  It  is  not  necessary  to  prove  that  the 
publication  was  made  on  the  day  laid  in  the  complaint,  but  it  is 
sufficient  to  prove  that  it  took  place  before  the  commencement  of  the 
action  and  within  the  period  of  the  statute  of  limitations.'' 


36  Ohio  St.  107,  38  Am.  Rep.  561 
Hersh  v.  Rin^alt,  3  Teates  (Pa.)  508, 
2  Am.  Dee.  392.  In  Treat  v.  Biown 
ing,  4  Conn.  408,  10  Am.  Dee.  156 
the  word&  chained  were  that  "the  plain 


3.  Bundy  v.  Hart,  46  Mo»  460,  2 

Am.  Rep.  525. 

4.  Fleet  v.  Tiehenor,  156  Cal.  343, 
104  Pac.  458,  34  L.R.A.(N.S.)  323. 

5.  Yeatee  v.  R«ed,  4  Blaekf.  (Ind.) 


tiff  had  had  a  bastard  child;"  and  the  ^l'  32  Am  Dec.  43  and  note. 

wordfi  nroved  were-  "If  T  have  not  ° 
words  proved  were .    ll  i  tave  not     ^  g^^^j^^^  ^  ^  ^ 

been  misinformed,  the  plaintiff  had  a  420,  8  S.  W.  477,  8  A.  S.  R.  444. 
bastard  child,"  and  this  was  held  no      ^  g^g^  ^   Young,  44  111.  42,  92 

variance.  ,  .   -  „  Am.  Dec.  149  and  note;  Wheeler  v. 

20.  Slocumb  v.  Kuykendall,  1  Scam.  R^bb,  1  Blackf.  (Ind.)  330,  12  Am. 

(III.)  187,  27  Am.  Dec.  764.  Dec.  245  and  note;  Hume  v.  Arrasmith, 

1.  Commons  v.  Walters,  1  Port.  1  Bibb  (Ky.)  165,  4  Am.  Dec  626; 
(Ala.)  377,  27  Am.  Dec.  635.  Purple  v.  Horton,  13  Wend.  (N.  Y.) 

2.  Miller  v.  Nuckolls,  77  Ark.  64,  9,  27  Am.  Dec.  167. 

91  S.  W.  759,  113  A.  S.  R.  122,  7  9.  Baker  v.  Young,  44  lU.  42,  92 

Ann.  Cas.  UO,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  149;  Am.  Deo.  149  and  note. 

Wheeler  t.  Robb,  1  Blaekf.  (Ind.)  330,  10.  Hosley  v.  Brooks,  20  lU.  115,  71 

12  Am.  Dec.  246;  Gray  v.  ElzroUi,  10  Am.  Dec.  252. 

Ind.  App.  587,  37  N.  E.  661,  63  A.  11.  Qaigley  t.  MeKee,  12  Oie.  22, 

S.  R.  400  and  note.  5  Pae.  347,  53  Am.  Rep.  320. 
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X.  Trial 

181.  Right  to  Open  sAid  Clo^e. — As  to  the  right  to  open  and  close 
in  actions  for  libel  or  slander,  the  generally  accepted  rule  is  that  the 
plaintiff  is  entitled  to  begin  in  libel  and  slander,  even  though  the 
defendant  have  the  affirmative  through  a  plea  of  justification;  the 
reason  being  that  such  a  plea  does  not  admit  the  amount  of  the 
plaintiff's  unliquidated  damag^.^'  So  even  if  the  defendant  claims 
privilege  and  denies  malice,  the  right  to  open  and  close,  according  tc 
the  modem  doctrine,  is  with  the  plaintiff.  The  reason  is  that  the  ques- 
tion of  malice  and  that  of  the  extent  of  the  damages  are  both  in  issue, 
and  the  plaintiff  has  therefore  something  to  prove  in  order  to  make 
out  his  case.^'  If  tiie  defendant  should,  in  addition  to  his  justifi- 
cation, admit  in  his  plea  or  answer  that  but  for  it  the  plaintiff  would 
be  entitled  to  recover  the  full  amount  of  the  damages  claimed  or 
demanded  by  him  in  his  declaration  or  complaint,  the  effect,  no  doubt, 
would  be  to  shift  the  right  to  open  and  close  to  the  defendant,  as 
the  plaintiff  would  have  nothing  to  prove  to  recover  his  ^tire  claim, 
and,  if  no  evidence  was  given,  he  would  recow  it.'* 

182.  Province  of  Court  and  Jury  Generally. — In  actions  for  dam- 
ages for  libel  or  slander,  as  in  other  civil  actions,  it  is  the  well  settled 
general  rule  that  it  is  the  province  of  the  court  to  state  the  law  and 
that  of  the  jury  to  determine  the  facts.  Where  different  conclusions 
may  reasonably  be  drawn  by  different  minds  from  the  same  evidence, 
the  question,  ordinarily,  is  one  for  the  jury.  But  where  the  facts 
are  wholly  undisputed  and  admit  of  no  conflicting  inferences,  the 
question  is  one  of  law.''  In  some  jurisdictions,  however,  there  are 
constitutional  or  statutory  provisions  making  the  jury,  even  in  civil 
actions,  the  judges  of  both  the  law  and  the  facts  on  the  question  of 
libel.'*    It  has  been  held  generally  that  a  provision  of  the  kind 

12.  Note:  61  L,R.A.  556.  592,  20  L.R.A.  138;  St.  James  Military 

13.  CofEman  v.  Spokane  Chronicle  Academy  v.  Gaiser,  125  Mo.  517,  28 
Pub.  Co.,  65  Wash.  1,  117  Pac.  596,  S.  W.  851,  46  A.  S.  R.  502,  28  L.R.A. 
Ann.  Cas.  1913B  636.  667;  Dieaer  v.  Star-Chronicle  Pab. 

14.  Note:  61  L.E.A.  557.  Gener-  Co.,  230  Mo.  613,  132  S.  W.  1143,  33 
ally  as  to  the  right  to  open  and  close,  L.R.A.(N.S.)  216;  Paxton  v.  Wood- 
see  Trial.  ward,  31  Mont.  195,  78  Pac  215,  107 

15.  Waters-Pierce  Oil  Co.  v.  Brid-  A.  S.  R.  416  and  note,  3  Ann.  Caa. 
well,  103  Arit.  345, 147  S.  W.  64,  Ann.  546  and  note;  Harrington  v.  Bntte 
Cas.  1914B  837.  See  generally  Jubt,  Miner  Co.,  48  Mont.  550, 139  Pac  451, 
vol.  16,  p.  189.  Ann.  Cas.  1915D  1257  and  note,  61 

16.  Meeker  v.  Post  Printing,  etc.,  L.R.A.(N.S.)  369  and  note;  Ross  v. 
Co.,  55  Colo.  355,  135  Pac.  457,  Ann.  Ward,  14  S.  D.  240,  85  N.  W.  182,  86 
Cas.  1915A  126;  Tresca  v.  Maddox,  11  A.  S.  R.  746. 

La.  Ann.  206,  66  Am.  Dec.  198  and      Note:  51  L.R.A.(N.S.)  369. 
note;  Oakes  v.  State,  98  Miss.  80,  54     As  to  the  power  of  the  jury  in  some 
So.  79,  33  L.R.A.(N.8.)  207  and  note;  states  to  determine  the  law  and  the 
Hitehell  t.  Bradstreet  Co.,  116  Mo.  facts  in  criminal  prosecutions  for  lib^ 
226,  22  S.  W.  358,  724,  38  A.  S.  R.  or  slander,  see  infra,  par.  231. 
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under  consideration  is  in  the  main  declaratory  of  the  common  law, 
and  that  ita  primary  object  is  not  to  extend  «the  province  of  the  jury 
by  investing  them  with  the.power  of  the  court,  but  rather  to  prevent 
the  court  from  invading  the  province  of  the  jury.*'  Such  a  provision 
does  not  relieve  the  court  of  the  duty  to  pass  on  the  pleadings  in  the 
case,*^  nor  does  it  eliminate  the  requirements  that  the  issues  be  made 
up  and  the  same  procedure  followed  as  in  other  cases,  and  that  the 
rules  of  eviden(»  be  likewise  thus  followed."  Furthermore,  tlie  court 
must  necessarily  pass  on  t^e  qualifications  of  a  jurors***  as  well  as  on 
the  admissibility  of  evidence.^  So  also  it  has  been  held  that  the 
court  may  peremptorily  order  a  nonsuit,  or  overrule  a  demurrer  to 
the  evidrace,  and  may  sustain  or  overrule  a  motion  which  may  be 
made  in  arrest  of  judgment,'  though  it  has  been  declared  that  it 
cannot  peremptorily  direct  a  verdict  against  the  defendant.'  Not- 
withstanding such  a  provision  of  the  kind  now  under  consideration, 
it  has  been  held  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  court  to  instruct  the  jury 
aa  to  the  definitions  and  principles  of  law  applicable  to  the  case* 
and  that  an  erroneous  statement  of  law  in  the  instructions  is  reversible 
error.'  According  to  some  decisions  the  instruction  is  advisory  only, 
and  a  new  trial  cannot  be  granted  because  of  the  refusal  of  the  jury 
to  follow  an  instruction  that  the  matter  complained  of  is  libelous  per 
se.*  There  is,  however,  authority  to  the  effect  that  the  court  may 
require  the  jury  to  consider  only  the  law  given  in  its  charge  in  a 
libel  suit,  notwithstanding  the  constitutional  provision  that  in  such 

17.  Notes:   33   L.R.A.(N.S.)    207  ;  20.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1915D  1268. 
Ann.  Cas.  1915D  1263.  1.  Meeker  v.  Post  Printing,  etc.,  Co., 

18.  St.  Janies  Military  Academy  v.  55  Colo.  355,  135  Pac.  457,  Ann.  Cas. 
Gaiaer,  125  Mo.  617,  28  S.  W.  851,  1915A  126;  Mitchell  v.  Bradstr«et  Co., 
46  A.  S.  R.  502,  28  L.R.A.  667.  In  116  Mo.  226,  22  S.  W.  358,  724,  38 
Diener  v.  Star-Chronicle  Pub.  Co.,  230  A.  S.  R.  592,  20  L.R.A.  138. 

Mo.  613,  132  8.  W.  1143,  33  L.R.A.  2.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1915D  1269, 

(N.S.)  216,  it  was  held  that,  notwith-  1273. 

standing  a  provision  of  the  kind  now  3.  Ross  v.  Ward,  14  S.  D.  240,  85 
being  considered  the  court  may  deter-  N.  W.  182,  86  A.  S.  R.  746. 
mine  as  a  niiitter  of  law  on  demurrer  4.  Tresca  v.  Madder,  11  La.  Ann. 
that  a  publication  relied  on  without  206,  66  Am.  Dec.  198;  Paxton  v.  Wood- 
innuendo  to  be  libelous  per  se  is  not  ward,  31  Mont.  195,  78  Pac.  215,  107 
so,  or  that  an  innuendo  seeking  to  give  A.  S.  R.  416  and  note,  3  Ann.  Cas. 
words  of  hidden  meaning  a  libelous  546  and  note, 
intent  is  forced  and  unnatural,  or  that  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1915D  1270. 
an  attempt  to  put  a  libelous  edge  on  5.  Paxton  v.  Woodward,  31  Mont, 
ambiguous  words  is  an  unnatural  and  195,  78  Pac.  215,  107  A.  S.  R.  416 
forced  construction,  and  that  therefore  and  note,  3  Ann.  Cas.  546  nnd  note, 
no  libel  is  alleged.  6.  Harrington  v.  Butte  Miner  Co., 

19.  Meeker  v.  Post  Printing,  etc.,  48  Mont.  550,  139  Pac.  451,  Ann.  Cas. 
Co.,  55  Colo.  355,  135  Foe.  457,  Ann.  1915D  1257  and  note,  51  L.R^.(N.S.) 
Cas.  1915A  126.  369. 
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suits  the  jury  shall  determine  the  law  and  the  facta,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  court.' 

183.  Publication,  Responsibility  Therefor,  and  Application  to  Plain- 
tiff.— The  question  of  publication  is  generally  held  to  be  for  the 
jury,^  and  whether  an  alleged  libel  was  published  of  the  plaintiff 
is  also  a  question  for  the  jury,  where  extrinsic  evidence  is  necessary 
to  show  to  whom  it  applied.*  "Where,  however,  the  first  part  of  an 
alleged  libelous  publication  was  justified  as  true,  and  the  latter  part 
was  denied  as  applying  to  plaintiff,  it  was  held  tiiat  the  ordinary  and 
natural  meaning  and  construction  of  the  language  used,  the  declara- 
tion containing  no  averment  of  any  fact  which  would  affect  the  mean- 
ing of  the  language,  no  innuendo  pointing  any  expression  or  allusion 
therein  made  to  plaintiff,  and  no  colloquium  alleging  that  the  lan- 
guage was  used  of  and  concerning  the  plaintiff,  was  a  question  of 
law  for  the  court,  and  tiiat  it  could  not  be  left  to  the  jury  to  infer 
that  the  latter  part  of  the  publication  did  refer  to  the  plaintiff.**  The 
issue  of  whether  authority  to  an  agent  to  utter  a  slander  should  be 
implied  becomes  one  of  fact  for  the  jury  where  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances in  proof  would  induce  a  reasonable  person  to  infer  that  the 
act  is  within  the  scope  of  the  agent's  authority ;  but  if  only  one  infer- 
ence ^ould  be  drawn  from  the  evidence,  and  that  is  a  want  of  author- 
ity, the  question  becomes  one  of  law  for  the  court 

184.  Meaning  of  Language  Used. — It  is  generally  held  to  be  the 
function  of  the  court  to  determine,  as  a  question  of  law,  whether  a 
published  statement  is  libelous  per  se,^*  and  if  the  words  are  unam- 
biguous and  admit  of  but  one  sense,  the  question  whether  they  are 
defamatory  is  one  which  the  court  must  decide,  and  instruct  the 
jury  accordingly.*'   On  the  other  hand,  where  ihe  words  used  are 


7.  Oakes  v.  Stote,  98  Miss.  80,  64  well,  103  AA.  345, 147  S.  W.  94,  Ann. 
So.  79,  33  L.R.A.(N.S.)  207.  Cas.  1914B  837. 

8.  Dowie  T.  Priddle,  216  III.  563,  75  12.  Baker  v.  Warner,  231  U.  S.  5S8, 
N.  E.  243,  3  Ann.  Gas.  526;  N^ley  34  S.  Gt  175,  58  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  384; 
V.  FaiTow,  60  Md.  168,  46  Am.  Bep.  Brewer  v.  Chase,  121  Mich.  526,  80 
716.  N.  W.  676,  80  A.  S.  B.  527,  46  LJI.A. 

9.  Brinafleld  t.  Howeth,  107  Md.  397;  Woodruff  t.  Bradstreet  Co.,  116 
278,  68  AtL  666,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  583;  N.  T.  217,  22  N.  E.  354,  5  L.E.A.  655; 
Hanson  Globe  Newspaper  Co.,  159  Cleveland  Leader  Printing  Co.  v.  Neth- 
Mass.  283,  34  N.  E.  462,  20  L.R.A.  ersole,  84  Ohio  St.  US,  96  N.  E.  735, 
866;  Ellis  v.  Brockton  Pub.  Co.,  198  Ann.  Cas.  19126  978:  WooUey  t. 
Mass.  638,  84  N.  E.  1018,  126  A.  S.  Plaindealer  Pub.  Co.,  47  Ore.  619,  84 
R.  464, 15Ann.  Cas.83:yanyeehten  Pac  473,  5  L.B.A.(N.S.)  498. 

Hopkins,  6  Johns.  (N.  T.)  211,  4  13.  Press  Pub.  Co.  t.  McDonald,  63 
Am.  Dec  339  and  note;  Priee  v.  Con-  Fed.  238,  26  U.  S.  App.  167,  11  C. 
way,  134  Pa.  St.  340,  19  Atl.  687,  19  C.  A.  155,  26  L.B.A.  531:  Dowie  v. 
A.  S.  B.  704,  8  L.R.A.  193.  Priddle,  216  HI.  553,  75  N.  E.  243, 

10.  Barrows  v.  Bell,  7  Gray  (Mass.)  3  Ann.  Cas.  526;  Harrison  t.  Findl^, 
801,  66  Am.  Dee.  479  and  note.         23  Ind.  2G5,  85  Am.  Dec.  456;  Thomp- 

11.  '  Waters-Pieree  Oil  Co.  t.  Brid-  son  t.  Bake,  140  la.  232,  118  N.  W. 
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ambiguous  in  tbeir  import,  or  may  permit,  in  their  construction, 
connection,  or  application,  a  doubtful  or  more  than  one  interpreta- 
tion,  and  in  some  sense  be  defamatory,  the  question  whether  they  are 
snch  is  for  the  jury  under  proper  instructions  from  the  court.'*  The 
sense  in  which  actionable  words  were  used,  when  the  utterance  thereof 
has  been  attended  by  facts  and  circumstances  indicating  tbeir  use 
in  a  qualified  sense,  so  as  to  make  them  convey,  to  those  who  heard 
them,  a  meaning  different  from  the  one  ordinarily  accorded  them, 
is  a  question  for  the  jury  to  determine.^'  Though  it  is  the  province 
of  the  judge  to  decide  whether  a  publication  is  capable  of  the  mean- 
ing asmbed  to  it  by  the  innuendo,  it  is  for  the  jury  to  dedde  whether 
such  meaning  is  truly  ascribed  to  il" 

185.  Halice. — ^While  there  are  some  decisions  holding  that  in 
actions  for  libel  or  slander  the  question  of  malice  is  a  mixed  ques- 
tion of  law  and  fact,  of  which  the  courts  are  more  competent  to 
judge  than  juries,^'  the  great  weight  of  authority  is  to  the  effect  that 


279,  18  L.B.A.(N.S.)  921;  Hume  v.  28  A.  S.  R.  240;  Edwards  v.  Chandler, 
Arrasraith,  1  Bibb  (Ky.)  165,  4  Am.  14  Mich.  471,  90  Am.  Dec.  249  and 
Dec.  626;  Brite  v.  Gill,  2  T.  B.  Mon.  note;  Bourreseau  v.  Evening  Journal 
(Ky.)  65,  15  Am.  Dec.  122;  U8her  v.  Co.,  63  Mich.  425,  30  N.  W.  376,  6 
Severance,  20  Me.  9,  37  Am.  Dec.  33;  A.  S.  B.  320  and  note;  Bodgeis  v. 
Negley  v.  Farrow,  60  Md.  158,  45  Am.  Kline,  56  Miss.  808,  31  Am.  Bep.  389; 
Eep.  715;  Bourreseau  v.  Evening  Jour-  Battles  v.  Tyson,  77  Neb.  563,  110  N. 
nal  Co.,  63  Mich.  425,  30  N.  W.  376,  W.  299,  15  Ann.  Cas.  1241,  24  L.R.A. 
6  A.  8.  B.  320  and  note;  Battles  v.  (N.S.)  577;  Maynard  v.  Beardsley,  7 
Tyson,  77  Neb.  563,  110  N.  W.  299,  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  56^  22  Am.  Dec.  595 
15  Ann.  Cas.  1241,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  and  note;  Woodruff  v.  Bradstreet  Co., 
577;  Van  Vechten  v.  Hopkins,  5  Johns.  116  N.  Y.  217,  22  N.  E.  354,  5  L.R.A. 
(N.  Y.)  211,  4  Am.  Dec.  339  and  note;  555;  Linehan  v.  Nelson,  197  N.  Y.  482, 
Moore  v.  Francis,  121  N.  Y.  199,  23  90  N.  E.  1114,  18  Ann.  Cas.  831,  35 
N.  E.  1127,  18  A.  S.  B.  810  and  note,  L.B.A.(N.S.)  1119;  Pittsburgh,  etc., 
8  L.B.A.  214  and  note;  Bodine  v.  B.  Co.  v.  McCurdy,  114  Pa.  St.  654, 
Times-Journal  Pub.  Co.,  26  Okla.  135,  8  Atl.  230,  60  Am.  Eep.  363 ;  Cotulla 
110  Pac.  1096,  31  L.B.A.(N.S.)  147;  v.  Kerr,  74  Tex.  89,  U  S.  W.  1058, 
Pittock  V.  O'Neill,  63  Pa.  St.  253,  3  15  A.  S.  R.  819. 
Am.  Rep.  544;  Cotulla  v.  Kerr,  74  15.  Aldereon  v.  Kahle,  73  W.  Va. 
Tex.  89,  U  S.  W.  1058,  15  A.  8.  B.  690,  80  8.  E.  1109,  61  L.E.A.(N.S.) 
819.  U98. 

14.  Baker  v.  Warner,  231  U.  S.  588,  16.  Boehmer  v.  Detroit  Free  Press 
34  S.  Ct.  175,  58  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  384;  Co.,  94  Mich.  7,  53  N.  W.  822,  34  A. 
Press  Pub.  Co.  v.  McDonald,  63  Fed.  S.  B.  318;  Orband  v.  Kalamazoo  Tel. 
238,  26  U.  S.  App.  167,  11  C.  C.  A.  Co.,  170  Mich.  387,  136  N.  W.  380, 
155,  26  L.R.A.  531;  Mellen  v.  Times-  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  1124;  Hayes  v.  Press 
Minor  Co.,  167  Cal.  587,  140  Pac.  277,  Co.,  127  Pa.  St.  642,  18  Atl.  331.  14 
Ann.  Cas.  1915C  766;  Holmes  v.  Clis-  A.  S.  E.  874  and  note,  5  L.R.A.  643; 
by,  121  Ga.  241,  48  S.  E.  934,  104  A.  Blagg  v.  Sturt,  10  Q.  B.  Ad.  &  El.  899, 
S.  B.  103;  Spence  v.  Johnson,  142  Ga.  59  E.  C.  L.  899,  16  L.  J.  Q.  B.  39,  11 
267,  82  S.  E.  646,  Ann.  Cas.  1916A  Jur.  101,  9  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  IK!  and 
1195;  Dedway  v.  Powell,  4  Bush  (Ky.)  note. 

77,  96  Am.  Dec.  283  and  note;  Haines  17.  Savoie  v.  Scanlan,  43  La.  Ann. 
V.  CampbeU,  74  Md.  168,  21  Atl.  702,  967,  9  So.  916,  26  A.  S.  B.  200. 
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in  such  actions  the  quegtion  of  malice,  or  of  motive  on  the  part  of 
the  defendant  in  making  the  publication  in  qaeetion,  is  for  the  deter- 
mination of  the  jury.i*  Thus  in  an  action  for  libel  based  on  a  news- 
paper publication,  charging  a  public  officer  with  improper  conduct 
merely  to  get  fees,  the  question  whether  there  was  probable  cause  on 
the  part  of  (he  publisher  for  the  b^ef  that  he  acted  on  reliable 
and  trustworthy  information,  and  whether  he  acted  in  perfect  good 
faith,  or  published  the  article  wilfully  and  maliciously,  with  intent 
to  bring  the  officer  into  public  hatred  and  contempt,  has  been  held 
to  be  a  question  for  the  jmry  to  determine.^*  If,  however,  express 
malice  be  an  essential  part  of  the  plaintiff's  case,  as  in  actions  based 
on  communications  qualifiedly  privileged,  it  has  been  held  that  the 
question  whether  there  is  any  evidence  adduced  to  prove  malice  is 
a  question  for  the  court.*® 

186.  Privil^e  or  Justification. — Whether  a  publication  is  or  is  not 
privileged  by  reason  of  the  occasion  is  a  question  of  law,  for  the 
court  alone,  whei'e  there  is  no  dispute  as  to  the  mrcumstances  imder 
which  it  was  made.^  If  the  court  decides  that  the  occasion  was  one 
of  qualified  or  conditional  privilege  only,  and  there  is  evidence  of 

18.  Dowie  T.  Priddle,  216  ni.  563,  S.  E.  51,  Ann.  Caa.  1914C  989;  Sbad- 

75  K.  E.  243.  3  Ann.  Cas.  526;  Hani-  den  v.  McEIwee,  86  Tenn.  146,  5  S.  W. 

son  V.  Findley,  23  Ind.  265,  85  Am.  602,  6  A.  S.  R.  821;  Nott  v.  Stoddard, 

Dec  456;  Nichols  v.  Eaton,  110  la.  38  Yt  25,  88  Am.  Dec  633;  Arnold  t. 

509,  81  N.  W.  792,  80  A.  S.  R.  319,  Ingram,  151  Wis.  438, 138  K.  W.  Ill, 

47  L^.A.  483;  Bunton  v.  Worley,  4  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  976. 

Bibb  (Ky.)  38,  7  Am.  Dec.  735  and  IB.  Augusta  Evening  News  v.  Rad- 

note;  Trabue  v,  Maya,  3  Dana  (Ky.)  ford,  91  Ga.  494,  17  S.  E.  612,  44 

138,  28  Am.  Dec  61;  MiUer  t.  Bntier,  A.  S.  B.  63,  20  L.B.A.  533. 

6  Cash.  (Mass.)  71,  62  Am.  Dec  768;  SO.  Bohlii^^  v.  Oermania  life  Ins. 

Morasse  v.  Broehu,  151  Mass.  567,  25  Co.,  100  Ark.  477, 140  S.  W.  267,  Ann. 

N.  E.  74,  21  A.  8.  R.  474,  8  L.R.A.  Cas.  1913C  613,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  449. 

524;  Brewer  t.  Chase,  121  Mich.  526,  1.  Bohlinger  t.  Oermania  life  Ins. 

80  N.  W.  575,  80  A.  S.  E.  627,  46  Co.,  100  Ark.  477,  140  S.  W.  257, 

L.R.A.  397;  Flynn  t.  Bogtarsky,  164  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  613,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

Mich.  513,  129  N.  W.  674,  32  L.B.A.  449;  Nichols  v.  Eaton,  110  la.  509,  81 

(N.S.)  740;  Allen  v.  Pioneer  Press  N.  W.  792,  80  A.  S.  R.  319  and  note, 

Co.,  40  Minn.  117,  41  N.  W.  936,  12  47  L.BJL  483;  Brewer  v.  Chase,  121 

A.  S.  R.  707.  3  L.R.A.  532;  Alabama,  Mieh.  526,  80  N.  W.  575,  80  A.  S.  R. 

etc,  Co.  T.  Brooks,  69  Hiss.  168,  13  627,  46  L.R.A.  397;  Snllivan  t.  Strath- 

So.  847,  30  A.  S.  R.  528;  SnlUvan  v.  an-Hutton-Evans  Commisaon  Co.,  152 

Strahom-Hutton-ETana  Com.  Co.,  152  Mo.  268, 53  S.  W.  912,  47  L.R.A.  859; 

Mo.  268,  53  S.  W.  912,  47  L.R.A.  869;  Mank  v.  Brundage,  68  Ohio  St  89,  67 

Hastings  v.  Lusk,  22  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  N.  E.  152,  62  L.R.A.  477;  Bodine  v. 

410,  34  Am.  Dec  330;  White  t.  Cax^  Times-Journal  Pub.  Co.,  26  Okla.  135, 

roU,  42  N.  Y.  161,  1  Am.  Rep.  503;  UO  Pac  1096,  31  LJl.A.(N.S.)  147; 

Upton  T.  Home,  24  Ore.  420,  33  Pac  Jackson  t.  Pittsburgh  Times,  152  Pa. 

810,  41  A.  S.  B.  863,  21  LJI.A.  493;  St.  406,  25  AtL  613,  34  A.  S.  R.  659; 

Jackson  v.  Pittsburgh  Times,  152  Pa.  Cotulla  t.  Kerr,  74  Tex.  89,  U  8.  W, 

St.  406,  25  AtL  613,  34  A.  S.  R.  659;  1058,  16  A.  8.  R.  819. 
Black  T.  State  Co.,  93  S.  C.  467,  77 
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actual  malice  od  the  part  of  the  defendant,  the  question  of  bona  fides 
becomes  one  of  fact  for  the  jury.*  If,  however,  from  the  uncontao- 
verted  testimony,  there  is  no  malice  shown,  then  there  exists  no  cause 
of  action  and  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  court  to  direct  a^  nonsuit  or 
verdict  for  the  defendant*  The  question  of  probable  cause,  where 
the  facts  are  undisputed,  is  a  question  of  law  for  the  court  in  actions 
for  malicious  prosecution,  or  for  libel  in  the  nature  of  malicious 
prosecution.*  The  truth  or  falsity  of  a  publication  is  for  the  deter- 
mination of  the  jury,*  as  is  the  question  whether  an  alleged  libelous 
pubUcation  is  a  true  and  correct  narrative  of  quasi  judicial  proceed- 
ings before  a  public  body,  which  may  lawfully  be  published.* 

187.  Instructions. — In  actions  to  recover  damages  for  libel  or  slan- 
der the  necessity,  propriety  and  sufficiency  of  instructions  are  to  be 
determined  by  the  rules  applicable  in  civil  actions  generally^'  and 
a  charge  not  applicable  to  or  supported  by  any  evidence  should  not 
be  given,  even  though  abstractly  correct.*  Thus  where  the  truth  of 
the  charge  is  not  pleaded  there  is  no  issue  of  that  kind  on  which  the 
court  is  required  to  instruct.*  The  failure  of  the  court  to  ^ve  instruc- 
tions not  asked  is  not  error,**  nor  is  the  failure  of  the  court  to  explain 
to  the  jury  the  meaning  of  technical  terms  used  in  its  instructions 
ground  for  a  new  trial,  in  the  absence  of  an  appropriate  and  timely 
request  for  such  explanation.**  According  to  some  decisions  an  in- 
struction in  an  action  to  recover  damages  for  slander  that  it  is  not 
necessary  that  the  jury  should  find  that  the  defendant  used  the  pre- 
cise words  alleged  in  the  complaint,  but  that  they  must  find  the  charge 
was  made  substantially  in  the  words  set  forth,  is  sufficiently  explicit.*' 
But  by  other  authorities  it  has  been  held  erroneous  to  instruct  the 
jury,  in  such  action,  that  it  is  for  them  to  determine  whether  the 
defendant,  "in  substance,"  spoke  or  published  the  words  charged, 
without  expluning  what  meaning  the  law  attaches  to  those  words  in 

2.  Nichols  V.  Eaton,  110  la.  509,  81  N.  E.  243,  3  Ann.  Cas.  526. 

N,  W.  792,  80  A.  S.  R.  319  and  note,  ■    6.  Barrows  v.  Bell,  7  Gray  (Mass.) 
47  L.R.A.  483;  Sullivan  v.  Strathan-  301,  66  Am.  Dee.  479. 
Hutton-Evans   Commission   Co.,   152      7.  See  Inistructions,  vol.  14,  p.  725 
Mo.  268,  53  S.  W.  912,  47  L.R.A.  859;  et  seq. 

Jackson  v.  Pittsburgh  Times,  152  Pa.  8.  Cotulla  v.  Kerr,  74  Tex.  89,  11 
St.  406,  26  Atl.  613,  34  A.  S.  B.  659.    S.  W.  1058,  15  A.  S.  R.  819  and  note, 

3.  Bohlinger  t.  Germania  Life  Ins.      9.  Thompson  v.  Rake,  140  la.  232, 
Co.,  100  Ark.  477,  140  S.  W.  257,  118  N.  W.  279,  18  L.R.A.(N.S.)  921. 
Ann.  Cas.  1913C  613  and  note,  36      10.  Mitchell  v.  Bradstreet  Co.,  116 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  449;  Jackson  v.  Pitta-  Mo.  226,  22  S.  W.  358,  724,  38  A. 
burgh  Times,  152  Pa.  St.  406,  25  Atl.  S.  R.  592,  20  L.R.A.  138. 

613,  34  A.  S.  R.  659.  11.  Holmes  v.  Clisby,  121  Ga.  241, 

4.  Howard  v.  Thompson,  21  Wend.  48  S.  E.  934,  104  A.  S.  R.  103. 

.(N.  Y.)  319,  34  Am.  Dee.  238.  And  12.  Posnett  v.  Marble,  62  Vt.  481, 
Gee  Malicious  Pbosecutiok.  20  Atl.  813,  22  A.  S.  B.  126, 11  L.B.A. 

6.  Dowie  v.  Priddle,  216  III  653,  75  162. 
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such  a  connection.^*  An  instniction  in  an  action  for  slander  tot 
accusing  one  of  crime,  omitting  the  question  of  privilege,  and  assum- 
ing, in  effect,  that  the  defendant  admits  in  his  pleadings  that  the 
cbai^  was  false  and  that  he  knew  it  to  be  false,  when  he  makes 
no  such  admission,  is  «ToneoU8.^*  But  it  has  been  held  that  an 
instruction  is  not  erroneous  as  assuming  the  guilt  of  the  defendant, 
or  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  where,  in  an  action  for  slander, 
the  jury  are  informed  that  the  law  implies  damages  from  the  speaking 
of  actionable  words,  and  that  the  defendant  intended  the  injury  the 
slander  was  calculated  to  effect^*  In  an  action  for  Hbel  it  is  not 
error  for  the  court  to  refuse  to  send  out  the  libelous  publication  with 
the  jury  on  retiring  to  deliberate,  especially  when  it  does  not  appear 
that  the  court  was  requested  to  do  so.'*  In  certain  jurisdictions,  the 
court  is  permitted  to  comment  on  the  evidence  in  actions  for  libels 
in  the  presence  of  the  jury>' 


XI.  Damages 


In  General 

188.  General  Principles. — The  general  rules  in  reference  to  the 
recovery  of  damages  in  civil  actions  apply  to  actions  for  damages  for 
libel  or  slander.'*  The  right  to  recover  damages  for  injury  to  repu- 
tation in  an  action  for  libel  has  been  declared  to  be  a  right  which 
cMinot  be  abridged  by  statute.'*  The  amount  of  damages  recoverable 
is  peculiarly  within  the  province  of  the  jury,**  but  tiie  trial  court 
should  give  instructions  on  the  subject.'  In  jurisdictions  wherein 
damages  are  recoverable  against  a  husband  and  wife  for  the  wife's 
libel,  the  measure  of  damaged  is  the  same  as  it  would  be  against  her 
alone,  if  she  were  sole.*  So  in  general  if  the  plaintiff  recovers  in 
an  action  for  libel  against  several  joint  defent'.ints,  damages  must 
be  awarded  against  all  of  the  defendants  found  liable,  and  not  a 

13.  Attebeny  v.  Powell,  29  Mo.  429,  84  Ohio  St.  408,  96  K.  E.  917,  33 
77  Am.  Dec.  579.  L.B.A.(N.S.)  913.  See  snpra,  par.  95, 

14.  Rosa  V.  Ward,  14  S.  D.  240,  85  96. 

N.  W.  182,  86  A.  S.  R.  746.  20.  Tracy  t.  Hackei,  19  Ind.  App. 

15.  Baker  v.  Toimg,  44  HL  42,  92  133,  49  N.  G.  185,  65  A.  S.  R.  398; 
Am.  Dec.  149.  Tresca  v.  Maddox,  11  La.  Ann.  2U6, 

16.  Jackson  t.  Pittsbargh  Times,  66  Am.  Dec.  198;  Gambrill  v.  ScIiooU 
152  Pa.  St.  406,  25  AtL  613,  34  A.  S.  ey,  93  Md.  48,  48  AU.  730,  86  A.  S. 
R.  659.  R.  414,  62  L.R.A.  87;  Holmes  v.  Jones, 

17.  Jackson  v.  Pittsburgh  Times,  147  N.  Y.  59,  41  N.  E.  409,  49  A. 
152  Pa.  St.  406,  25  Atl.  613,  34  A.  S.  S.  R.  646. 

R.  659.  1.  Irvine  v.  CHbeon,  117  Ky.  306, 

18.  Notes:  72  Am.  Deo.  426;  16  A.  77  8.  W.  1106,  111  A.  S.  R.  251,  4 
S.  B.  339.    See  Dakaqbs,  vol.  8,  p.  Ann.  Cas.  569. 

414.  2.  Austin  v.  Wilson,  4  Cnsh.  (Mass.) 

19.  Byers  v.  Mendian  Printing  C!o.,  273,  50  Am.  Dee.  766. 
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separate  sum  against  each.*  Even  though  the  defendants  sever  their 
defenses,  the  jury  has  no  power  to  sever  the  damages.*   The  fact 

that  the  jury  may  have  difficulty  in  determining  the  exact  amount 
of  damage  caused  by  the  act  of  the  defendant  will  not  prevent  a 
recovery  of  damages.  Thus,  it  has  been  held  tiiat  one  publish- 
ing in  a  nempaper  a  certain  report  and  also  a  copy  of  &  bill  in 
equity,  in  each  of  which  the  same  libelous  matter  appears,  cannot 
avoid  liability  for  the  former  publication  on  the  theory  ihat  tJie  latter 
is  privileged,  and  that  it  is  impossible  to  separate  the  injury  done 
by  one  publication  from  that  done  by  the  other.*  The  difficulty  in 
maJcing  a  separation  in  such  a  case  gives  no  immunity  to  the  defend- 
ant. Similarly,  in  an  action  for  libel,  an  instruction  that  although 
the  plaintiff  may  have  convinced  the  jury  by  satisfactory  proof  that 
he  sustained  damage  in  his  professional  capacity  by  the  publication 
declared  on,  yet  if  the  injuiy  was  caused  in  part  by  other  libelous 
publications  or  false  charges  it  is  the  duty  of  the  jury  to  find  for 
the  defendant,  has  been  held  erroneous.*  The  counsel  fees  of  the 
plaintiff  in  an  action  for  libel  or  slander  cannot,  as  a  general  rule, 
be  taken  into  consideration  in  determining  the  amount  of  damages 
to  be  awarded,'  although  in  a  few  jurisdictions  the  rule  ia  otherwise.* 
189.  General  Damages. — General  damages  in  actions  for  libel  and 
slander  have  been  defined  as  those  which  the  law  presumes  must 
naturally,  proximately,  and  necessarily  r^lt  from  the  publication  in 
question.*  They  are  such  damages  as  are  recoverable  without  proof 
of  special  damage.  The  following  elements  may  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration in  assessing  such  damages:  injury  to  feelings,  mental  suf- 
fering, injury  to  character  and  reputation,  and  similar  injuries,  inca- 
pable of  definite  money  valuation ;  the  nature  of  tiie  imputation, 
including  the  time,  manner  and  language  in  which  the  charge  was 
made,''  and  the  character,  condition,  and  influence  of  the  parties." 
The  expenses  of  the  litigation,  less  the  recoverable  costs,  have  also 
sometimes  been  held  to  be  included  as  general  damages.'*  Under 

S.  Hunter  v.  Wakefield,  97  Oa.  543,  27  Am.  Bep^  624  and  note. 

25  S.  E.  347,  M  A.  S.  R.  438  and  Note:  16  Ann.  Cas.  514. 

note.  9.  Huison  v.  Erehbiel,  68  Kan.  670, 

4.  Oreenlands  v.  Wilmshurst,  [1913]  75  Pac.  1041,  104  A.  S.  R.  422,  64 
3  K.  6.  (Eng.)  607,  Ann.  Ca&  1915B  LJI.A.  790. 

290.  10.  Woodhouse  v.  Powles,  43  Wash. 

5.  Kimball  v.  Post  Pub.  Co.,  199  617,  86  Pac.  1063,  117  A.  8.  R.  1079, 
Mass.  248,  85  N.  E.  103,  127  A.  S.  R.  11  Ann.  Caa.  54,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  783. 
492,  19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  862.  11.  Hassett  v.  Carroll,  85  Conn.  23, 

6.  Paston  v.  Woodward,  31  Mont.  81  Atl,  1013,  Ann.  Cas.  1013A  333. 
195,  78  Pac.  215,  107  A.  8.  K.  416,  12.  Penstermaker  v.  Tribune  Pub. 
3  Ann.  Cas.  546.  Co.,  12  Utah  439,  43  Pae.  112,  35 

7.  Warren  v.  Eay,  155  Mich.  91,  L.R.A.  611. 

118  N.  W.  741,  130  A.  S.  R.  566,  16  Note:  72  Am.  Dec.  427. 

Ann.  Cas.  513  and  note.  13.  Hassett  v.  Carroll,  85  Conn.  23, 

8.  Finney  v.  Smith,  31  Ohio  St.  529,  81  Atl.  1013,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  333. 
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an  allegation  of  general  damages  only,  the  issue  is,  what  damages 
has  the  plaintiff  suffered  generally  in  the  community  where  he  is 
known  by  the  publication  of  tJie  defamatory  matter,  not  what  he  has 
suffered  in  individual  instances,  where  those  who  have  known  him 
have  treated  him  differently  from  what  they  did  before.'* 

190.  Special  Damages. — There  are  many  losses  which  may  result 
from  defamation  for  which  damages  cannot  be  recovered  unless  there 
is  a  specific  allegation  and  proof  of  such  loss.^  The  compensation 
received  for  such  injuries  is  designated  specieJ  damages,  and,  in  gen- 
eral, it  may  be  said  that  the  losses  in  question  must  be  a  proximate, 
but  not  a  necessary  consequence  of  the  wrongful  act  of  the  def^d- 
ant  Thus,  a  plaintiff  may  recover  for  the  loss  of  his  employment 
as  a  result  of  defamation  by  the  defendant  if  he  alleges  the  same 
as  special  damage  in  his  petition,  but  not  otherwise.'*  Kvidenoe  of 
spedal  damage  may  be  given  although  the  words  spoken  are  action- 
ai)Ie  per  se.^'  It  is  nece^aiy  in  all  cases  where  special  damage  is 
alleged  to  show  the  connection  between  the  alleged  defamatory  words 
and  the  injury  in  question.^^  In  accordance  with  this  principle  it 
has  been  held  that  the  loss  of  society  by  reason  of  being  charged  with 
being  a  negro  is  too  remote,  speculative  and  uncertain  to  constitute 
spedal  damage.^*  Also  in  a  leading  English  case  on  this  subject, 
wherein  it  appeared  that  the  defendant  had  cast  reflections  on  the 
antenuptial  chastity  of  the  plaintiff,  in  consequence  of  which  her 
husband  forced  her  to  leave  his  house,  and  she  thereby  lost  bis  con- 
sortium, it  was  held  that  no  action  lay,  as  the  special  damage  alleged 
did  not  show,  in  the  conduct  of  the  husband,  a  natural  and  reason- 
able consequence  of  the  slander.**  Similarly,  where  words  were  spoken 
imputing  unchastity  to  a  woman,  and  it  was  alleged  that  by  reason 
thereof  she  was  excluded  from  a  society  of  which  she  had  been  a 
member,  it  was  held  that  such  a  result  was  not  such  special  damage 
as  would  render  the  words  actionable.'  A  recovery  of  special  damages 
for  withholding  c^tain  privileges  from  the  plaintiff  by  her  parent 

14.  McDuff  V.  Detroit  Evening  Jour-  (D.  C.)  177,  61  Am.  Rep.  772;  New- 
nal  Co.,  84  Mich.  1,  47  N.  W.  671,  bold  v.  Bradstreet,  57  Hd.  38,  40  Am. 
22  A.  S.  R.  673.  Rep.  426. 

15.  Note:  72  Am.  Dee.  428.    See     Note:  72  Am.  Dec.  435. 

anpra,  par.  4,  51.  19.  Williams  v.  Riddle,  145  Ky.  469, 

16.  Dantey  v.  Metropolitan  life  Ina.  140  S.  W.  661,  Ann.  Gas.  191BB  1151, 
Co.,  132  la.  123,  109  M.  W.  463,  12  36  UR.A.(N.S.)  974. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  91;  Gambrill  v.  School-     20.  Lynch  v.  Knight,  9  H.  L.  Caa. 
ey,  95  Md.  260,  52  Atl.  600,  63  L.R.A.  577,  8  Jur.  N.  S.  724,  5  L.  T.  N.  S. 
427;  Brinsfield  T.  Howeth,  107  Md.  291,  8  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  382  and  note. 
278,  68  Atl.  566,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  583.      1.  Roberta  v.  Robeita,  33  L.  J.  Q. 

17.  Morasae  t.  Brochu,  151  Maaa.  B.  249,  5  B.  &  S.  384,  117  E.  C.  L. 
567,  25  N.  E.  74,  21  A.  S.  R.  474,  8  384,  10  Jur.  N.  S.  1027, 10  L.  T.  N.  S. 
L.R.A.  524.  602,  12  W.  R.  909,  8  Eng.  Rul.  Caa. 

18.  Knight  v.  Blackford,  3  HaekOT  395  and  note. 
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as  a  result  of  the  defeDdant's  charge  has  been  denied  where  the  parent 
testified  that  he  did  not  believe  the  charge  in  question.'  Sickness 
produced  by  a  charge  of  adultery  has  been  held  not  to  be  special 
damage  for  which  recovery  will  be  allowed^  on  the  ground  that  such 
a  result  is  bnt  occasional  and  accidental  and  not  common  and  usual.' 
The  same  principle  has  been  maintained  where  the  chai^  of  adultery 
resulted  in  wounded  feelings  and  eventually  in  prostration  of  health.* 
But  when,  by  reason  of  a  charge  of  want  of  chastity,  the  plaintiff 
alleges  and  proves  the  loss  of  marriage,  she  may  recover  special  dam- 
ages therefor,  although  it  appears  to  be  necessary  that  she  allege  the 
loss  of  a  particular  marriage.*  The  bringing  of  a  malicious  suit  by 
a  third  person  against  the  plaintiff  may  also  be  shown  as  the  result 
of  the  slanderous  words  of  the  defendant,  for  the  purpose  of  recov- 
ering special  damages.'  According  to  some  English  authorities,  the 
plaintiff  may  recover,  as  fecial  diamages,  for  his  e^enses  incurred 
in  vindicating  hia  character,  although  it  has  been  held  otherwise  in 
this  country.' 

191.  Nominal  Damages. — ^Proof  of  the  mere  speaking  of  words  slan- 
derous per  se  entitles  the  plaintiff  to  some  damage  as  a  matter  of 
right,  if  the  words  are  neither  explained  nor  justified.'  In  such 
cases,  nominal  damages  will  be  awarded  if  no  proof  is  offered  of  sub- 
stantial damages.'  The  court  cannot,  by  its  instructions,  restrict  the 
verdict  of  the  jury  to  nominal  damages,  unless  the  jury  believe  that 
such  damages  will  suffice  to  compensate  the  plaintiff  for  the  wrong 
suffered  by  the  defendant's  publication.''  Thus,  it  has  been  held 
that  the  fact  that  after  the  publication  of  a  libel  against  asi  employee 
he  remained  for  some  time  in  the  service  of  his  employer  does  not 
entitle  the  libeler  to  have  the  damages  regarded  as  nominal  only,  if 
it  appears  that  a  want  of  confidence  on  the  part  of  the  employer  was 
immediately  manifested  and  the  employee  was  humiliated."  On 
the  other  hand,  it  has  been  held  that  where  the  sole  object  of  an 
action  is  the  recovery  of  damages,  a  failure^  to  prove  substantial  dam- 
ages is  a  failure  to  prove  the  substance  of  the  issue,  and  entitles  the 
defendant  to  a  judgment  of  nonsuit  or  a  judgment  that  the  plaintiff 
take  nothing  by  his  action,  and  a  recovery  of  nominal  damages  will 

2.  AnonymouB,  60  H.  T.  262,  19  supra,  par.  188. 

Am.  Rep.  174.  8.  Yeatea  v.  Reed,  4  Blackf.  (IncL) 

3.  Shafer  v.  Ahalt,  48  Md.  171,  30  463,  32  Am.  Dee.*43.  See  snpra,  par. 

Am.  Rep.  456.  4,  189. 

4.  Terwilliger  v.  Wands,  17  N.  Y.      9.  Note:  72  Am.  Dec.  428. 

54,  72  Am.  Dec.  420  and  note.  10.  Edwards  v.  San  Jose  Printing, 

Note:  24  L.RA.(N.S.l  603.  etc.,  Co.,  99  Cal.  431,  34  Pae.  128, 

5.  Notes:  72  Am.  Dec.  434;  24  37  A.  S.  R.  70;  Markham  v.  BusaeU, 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  599.  12  Allen  (Mass.)  573,  90  Am.  Dee. 

6.  Jamigan  v.  Fleming,  43  Miae.  169. 

710,  5  Am.  Rep.  514.  11.  Price  v.  Clapp,  119  Tenn.  425, 

7.  Note:  72  Am.  Dec.  431.    See  105  S.  W.  864,  123  A.  S.  E.  730. 
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not  be  permitted  merely  to  allow  the  plaintiff  his  costs.^*  Also, 
although  the  plaintiff,  in  a  civil  action  for  libel,  is  entitled  to  a  ver- 
dict for  nominal  damages  for  an  invasion  of  his  legal  right  by  a 
defamatory  publication,  still,  it  has  been  held,  a  failure  of  the  jury 
to  award  him  nominal  damages  is  not  sufficient  ground  for  reversing 
a  judgment  for  the  defendant,  as  the  case  is  not  one  in  which  a  per- 
manent right  is  affected.^'  But  a  probability  that  the  plaintiff  can, 
in  view  of  tiie  evidence,  recover  no  more  than  nominal  damages  will 
not  justify  a  reversal  of  an  order  of  the  trial  court  setting  aside  a 
verdict  for  the  defendant  and  granting  the  plaintiff's  motion  for  a 
new  trial  on  the  ground  that  the  verdict  for  the  defendant  was>  not 
sustained  by  the  evidence.'* 

Elements  Affectinff  DaTnage 

192.  Malice. — ^In  the  determination  of  the  question  of  damages  in 

civil  actions  for  libel  and  slander  malice  plays  a  significant  part  in 
many  instances,  for  the  reason  that  the  plaintiff  is  permitted  to  show 
m^ce  in  fact,  or  expie^  malice,  in  order  to  recover  exemplary  dam- 
ages, or  increase  the  award  thereof,^'  or  in  aggravation  of  damages.*' 
On  the  other  hand,  the  defendant  is  genially  permitted  to  show 
absence  of  malice  in  fact,  in,  mitigation  of  damages,'^  although  it 


12.  Woodhouse  v.  PowleB,  43  Wash.  707,  3  L.R.A.  532;  Maak  v.  Bnmdage, 
617,  86  Pac.  1063,  117  A.  S.  R.  1079,  68  Ohio  St.  89,  67  N.  E.  152,  62  L.R.A. 
11  Ann.  Cas.  5^,  8  L.R.A.CN.S.)  783  477;  Upton  v.  Hume,  24  Ore.  420,  33 

13.  Tracy  v.  Hacket,  19  Ind.  App.  Pac.  810,  41  A.  S.  R.  863,  21  L.R.A. 
133,  49  N.  E.  185,  65  A.  S.  R.  398.  493.   See  in£ra,  par.  202.   As  to  the 

14.  Kramer  v.  Perkins,  102  Minn,  effect  of  a  failure  to  establish  the  plea 
465, 113  N.  W.  1062,  15  L.B.A.(N.S.)  of  truth  as  affording  evidence  of  mal- 
11^.  ice,  see  supra,  par.  71. 

15.  Pennsylvania  Iron  Works  Co.  v.  17.  Amott  v.  Standard  Ass'n,  57 
Henry  Vogt  Mach.  Co.,  139  Ky.  497,  Conn.  86,  17  AO.  361,  3  L.R.A.  69 
96  S.  W.  551,  29  Ky.  L,  Rep.  861,  and  note;  Levert  v.  Daily  States  Pub. 
139A.  S.  R.504,  8L.R.A.(N.S.)  1023;  Co.,  123  La.  594,  49  So.  206,  131  A. 
King  V.  Root,  4  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  113,  S.  R.  356,  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  726;  JelU- 
21  Am.  Dec.  102;  Mauk  v.  Bnmdage,  son  v.  Goodwin,  43  Me,  287,  69  Am. 
68  Ohio  St.  89,  67  N.  E.  152,  63  LJLA.  Dec  62;  SbUling  v.  Caraon,  27  Md. 
477.  175,  92  Am.  Dec.  632  and  note;  Farr 

Kotes:  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  354  ;  21  v.  Rasco,  9  Mich.  353,  80  Am.  Dec. 

Ann.  Cas.  341.  88  and  note;  Callahan  v.  Ingram,  122 

16.  Broughton  v.  McGrew,  39  Fed.  Mo.  355,  26  S.  W.  1020,  43  A.  S.  R. 
672,  5  L.R.A.  406;  Childers  v.  San  583;  Paxton  v.  Woodward,  31  Mont. 
Jose  Mercury  Printing,  etc.,  Co.,  105  195,  78  Pac.  215,  107  A.  8.  B.  416, 
Gal.  284,  38  Pac.  903,  45  A.  S.  B.  40  3  Ann.  Cas.  546;  Wormonth  v.  Cramer, 
and  note;  Tatlow  v.  Jaquett,  1  Har.  3  Wend.  (N.  T.)  395,  20  Am.  Dee. 
(Del.)  333,  26  Am.  Dec.  399;  Gray  v.  706;  Runkle  v.  Meyer,  3  Testes  (Pa.) 
EUsrotb,  10  Ind.  App.  587,  37  N.  E.  518,  2  Am.  Dec.  393. 

551,  53  A.  S.  B.  400  and  note;  Shill-  Notee:  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  302:  44 

ing  v.-Garson,27Md.l75,92Am.Dee.  L.B.A.(N.S.)  354. 

632;  Allen  v.  Pioneer  Press  Ck>.,  40  See  also  in£m,  par.  207. 
Miim.  117,  41  N.  W.  936,  12  A.  S.  B. 
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has  been  said  that  the  absence  of  express  malice  affords  no  justificar 
tioD  against  compensatory  damages.'^  The  absence  of  malice  on  the 
part  of  the  defendant  has  been  held  sufficient  to  allow  the  jury  to 
award  nominal  damages  only,'*  but  in  such  cases,  if  the  publication 
is  actionable,  the  jury  should  awaid  nominal  damages,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  vindication  at  least.*** 

193.  Repetition  by  Third  Persons. — The  defendant  in  an  action 
for  libel  or  slander  has  been  held  liable  in  damages  for  the  repeti- 
tion of  his  words  by  others,  when  such  repetition  is  the  natural  or 
probable  consequence  of  the  original  publication.^  But  other  courts 
have  held  that  one  is  not  liable  in  damages  for  the  unauthorized  repe- 
tition of  slander,*  and  that  such  republication  cannot  be  shown  to 
increase  the  damages  even  if  there  was  a  general  probability  of  such 
republication.'  This  latter  view  has  been  supported  on  the  ground 
that  one  who  uttei^  a  slander  is  not  responsible  for  its  voluntary  and 
unjustifiable  repetition  without  his  autiiority  or  request  by  persons 
over  whom  he  has  no  control.* 

194.  Repetition  by  Defendant. — ^In  an  action  for  libel  or  slander 
it  has  been  held  that  proof  of  previous  publications  is  admissible  to 
show  malice,  although  any  action  for  such  publications  may  be  barred 
by  the  statute  of  limitations.*  Many  courts  also  apparently  hold  the 
broad  view  that  in  all  cases  evidence  of  a  repetition  by  the  defendant 
of  his  own  slander  may  be  shown  to  prove  express  malice,*  even 
though  it  may  not  be  shown  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  damages ;  ^ 

18.  Driessel  v.  Urkart,  147  Wis.  154,  151  Mass.  359,  24  N.  E.  208,  6  L.RJL 

132  N.  W.  894,  36  L.B.A.(N.S.)  146.  724. 

19.  Gambrill  v.  Schooley,  93  Md.  3.  Burt  v.  Advertiser  Newspaper 
48,  48  Atl.  730,  86  A.  S.  R.  414,  52  Co.,  154  Mass.  238,  28  N.  E.  1,  13 
L.R.A.  87.  L.R.A.  97.    Compare  Miller  v.  Butler, 

20.  Holmes  V.  Clisby,  121  Ga.  241,  6  Cusb.  (Mass.)  71,  52  Am.  Dec.  768, 

48  S.  E.  934,  104  A.  S.  R.  103;  Levert  wherein  it  is  held  that  the  sender  of 
V.  Daily  States  Pub.  Co.,  123  La.  594,  a  libelous  letter  is  liable  for  its  further 

49  So.  206,  131  A.  S.  R.  356,  23  L.R.A.  publication  by  the  receiver,  if  such 
(N.S.)  726.  further  publication  was  a  probable 
'   1.  Park  V.  Detroit  Free  Press  Co.,  consequence  of  sending  it. 

72  Mich.  560,  40  N.  W.  731,  16  A.  4.  Carpenter  v.  Asiiley,  148  Cal.  422, 

S.  R.  544,  1  L.R.A.  599  (plaintiff  per-  83  Pae.  444,  7  Ann.  Cas.  601;  Hastings 

mitted  to  show  that  a  newspaper  ar-  v.  Stetson,  126  Mass.  329,  30  Am.  Rep. 

tide  had  been  read  by  other  persons  683. 

and  that  they  had  called  his  attention  Note:  6  Eng,  Rul.  Cas.  412. 

to  it) ;  Zier  v.  Hofflin,  33  Minn.  66,  5.  Eyeniog  Journal  Assn.  v.  McDer- 

21  N.  W.  862,  53  Am.  Rep.  9  (third  mott,  44  N.  J.  L.  430,  43  Am.  Rep. 

person  mailed  newspaper  clipping  to  392. 

pliiintiff's  flnane^e).  6.  Doane  v.  Grew,  220  Mass.  171, 

Note:  36  A.  S.  R.  844.  107  N.  E.  620,  L.R.A.1915C  774. 

2.  MeBride  v.  Ledoux,  111  La.  398,  7.  Meleher  v,  Beeler,  48  Colo.  233, 

35  So.  615, 100  A.  S.  R.  491  and  note;  110  Pac.  181,  139  A.  S.  R.  273;  Besh- 

Shurtleff  v.  Parker,  130  Mass.  293,  39  irs  v.  AUen,  (Okla.)  148  Pac.  141, 

Am.  Rep.  454;  Elmer  v.  Fessenden,  L.R.A.1915E  413. 
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but  in  some  cases  such  evidence  is  also  admissible  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enhancing  the  damages  recoverable.^  It  has  been  held  that 
the  plaintiff  cannot  prove  any  repetition  of  words  that  might  be  the 
subject  of  another  action.*  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  held 
that  the  republication  of  identically  the  same  libel  is  not  another 
cause  of  action,  but  is  merely  an  aggravation  of  a  preexisting  cause 
and  that  where  there  is  a  repetition  of  a  libel  beforo  the  commenco- 
memi  of  an  action,  another  and  separate  action  will  not  lie  for  such 
repetition."  As  respects  the  admission  in  evidence  of  a  repetition 
of  a  slander  after  the  commencement  of  an  action  therefor,  it  has 
been  held  that  such  evidence  is  admissible  in  aggravation  of  damages 
after  proof  of  the  charge  as  laid  in  the  declaration,^^  or  to  show  mal- 
ice,^* but  not  as  an  independent  ground  for  damages.^*  A  mere  admis- 
sion by  the  defendant  of  the  authorship  of  a  libel,  when  questioned  by 
the  plaintiff  or  by  a  stranger,  has  been  held  not  to  coastitute  a  repub- 
lication thereof."  It  has  also  been  held  that  the  fact  that  one  who 
has  made  alleged  slanderous  statements  on  a  privileged  occasion  repeats 
them  subsequently  when  called  on  for  an  explanation  is  not  admissible 
to  show  malice  in  the  first  utterance,  if  the  statement  would  not  of 
itself  afford  an  action  for  slander.^'  The  burden  of  proving  that  the 
defendant  is  chargeable  with  republication  rests  on  the  plaintiff.^* 

195.  Mental  Suffering  Generally. — According  to  the  great  weight 
of  authority  the  plaintiff  may,  in  an  action  for  Ubel  or  slander, 
recover  damages  for  the  mental  suffering  indicted  on  him  by 
the  words  of  the  defendant,^'  particularly  if  they  are  actionable 

8.  Gushing  v.  Hederman,  117  la.     Note:  72  Am.  Dec.  436. 

637,  91  N.  W.  940,  94  A.  S.  B.  320;  But  compare  Frazer  v.  McCloskey, 

Coffin  v.  Brown,  94  Md.  190,  50  Atl.  60  N.  Y.  337, 19  Am.  Rep.  193,  wliere- 

567,  89  A.  S.  B.  422,  55  L.R.A.  732;  in  it  is  held  that  such  evidence  is  not 

Downs  T.  Cassidy,  47  Mont.  471,  133  admissible  to  show  malice  and  enfaanra* 

Pac.  106,  Ann.  Cas.  1915B  1155;  Up-  damages. 

ton  V.  Hume,  24  Ore,  420,  33  Pac.  810,  IS.  Ward  v.  Dick,  47  Conn.  300,  36 

'41  A.  S.  B.  863,  21  L.B.A.  493.  Am.  Eep.  75. 

9.  Gambrill  v.  Schooley,  95  Md.  260,  14.  Brinsfield  v.  Howeth,  107  Md. 
52  AU.  500,  63  L.B.A.  427;  Boot  v.  278,  68  Atl.  566,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  583; 
Lowndes,  6  Hill  {N.  T.)  518,  41  Am.  Fouville  v.  McNease,  Dudley  L.  (S.  C.) 
Dec.  762;  Underwood  v.  Smith,  93  303,  31  Am.  Dec.  556. 

Tenn.  687,  27  S.  W.  1008,  42  A.  S.  R.  15.  Hayden  v.  Hasbrouck,  34  R.  I. 

946  and  note  (dictum).  556,  84  Atl.  1087,  42  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

10.  Murray  v.  Galbraith,  86  Ark.  50,  1109  and  note: 

109  S.  W.  1011,  126  A.  S.  R.  1078.  16.  Coffin  v.  Brown,  94  Md.  190,  50 

11.  Hatch  V.  Potter,  2  Oilman  (111.)  Atl.  567,  89  A.  8.  R.  422,  65  L.R.A. 
725,  43  Am.  Dec.  88  and  note.  732. 

12.  Cain  v.  Shutt,  105  Md.  304,  66  17.  Morning  Journal  Ass'n  v.  Ruth- 
AU.  24,  12  Ann.  Cas.  102;  Welch  v.  erford,  51  Fed.  513,  1  U.  S.  App.  296, 
Tribune  Pub.  Co.,  83  Mieh.  661,  47  2  C.  C.  A.  354,  16  L.R.A.  803;  Child- 
N.  W.  562,  21  A.  S.  R,  629, 11  L.R.A.  ers  v.  San  Jose  Mercury  Printing,  etc., 
233;  Miller  v.  Kerr,  2  McCord  L.  (S.  Co.,  105  Cal.  284,  38  Pac.  903,  45  A. 
C.)  286,  13  Am.  Dec  722.  S.  R.  40;  Hassett  v.  CarroU,  85  Conn. 
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per  se.**  However,  there  is  some  authority  to  the  contrary,  based  on  the 
ground  that  such  consequences  are  not  a  natural  or  necessary  result  of 
the  act  of  the  defendajit^'  Where  a  libel  is  not  actionable  per  se,  it 
has  been  held  that  mental  suffering,  cannot  be  allowed  as  a  part  of 
the  damages  without  proof  of  some  other  injury  or  damage.*"  But 
where  a  libel  is  actionable  per  se,  it  has  been  held  that  mental  suffer- 
ing alone  can  be  made  the  basis  for  damages.^  In  an  action  for 
libel  by  two  or  more  partners,  it  has  been  held  that  damages  cannot 
be  recovered  for  any  injury  t<i  their  private  feelings,  but  only  for  such 
injury  as  they  may  have  sustained  in  their  joint  trade  or  business. 
A^o  it  seems  that  injury  to  feelings  is  not  a  constituent  element  of 
the  damages  to  which  a  corporation  is  entitled  by  reason  of  the  pub- 
lication of  defamatory  words  directed  against  it.* 

196.  Mental  Suffering  of  Third  Persons. — Not  only  is  mental  suf- 
fering an  element  for  which  damages  may  be  recovered  in  an  action 
for  libel  and  slander,'  but,  it  has  been  held,  such  suffering  may  be 
increased,  and  the  damages  consequently  enhanced,  by  the  fact  that 
the  members  of  the  plaintiff's  family  suffer  by  reason  of  the  disgrace 
visited  on  him  or  her  by  the  defamatory  charge.*  It  has  also  been 
held  that  a  man  may  recov^  for  the  loss  of  the  services  of  his  wife 
due  to  sickness  resulting  from  mental  distress  caused  by  the  wilful 
and  malicious  publication  concerning  her  of  defamatory  words  action- 
able per  se.'   On  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  held  that  neither  the 


23,  81  Atl.  1013,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  333  ;  56  Am.  Rep.  561;  Davis  v.  Tacoma  R., 

Washington  Times  Co.  v.  Downey,  26  etc.,  Co.,  35  Wash.  203,  77  Pac.  209, 

App.  Cas.  (D.  C.)  258,  6  Ann.  Cas.  66  L.R.A.  802;  BuekstafE  v.  Hieks,  94 

765;  Hanson  v.  Krehbiel,  68  Kan.  670,  Wis.  34,  68  N.  W.  403,  59  A.  S.  B. 

75  Pac  1041,  104  A.  S.  R.  422,  64  853. 

L.RA.  790;  Williams  v.  McManus,  38      Note:  44  L.B.A.(N.S.)  354. 

La.  Ann.  161,  58  Am.  Rep.  171;  Mark-      18.  Qarrison  v.  Sun  Printing,  etc., 

ham  T.  RusseU,  12  Allen  (Mass.)  573,  Aas'n,  207  N.  Y.  1,  100  N.  E.  430, 

90  Am.  Dec.  169;  Lombard  V.  Lennox,  Ann,  Cas.  1914C  288  and  note,  45 

155  Mass.  70,  28  N.  E.  1125,  31  A.  S.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  766. 

R.  528  and  note;  Ellis  v.  Brockton      19.  Terwilliger  v.  Wands,  17  N.  Y. 

Pub.  Co.,  198  Mass.  538,  84  N.  E.  1018,  54,  72  Am.  Dec.  420  and  note. 

126  A.  S.  R.  454,  15  Ann.  Cas.  83;      20.  Hirshfield  v.  Ft.  Worth  Nat. 

Smiddy  v.  Pearlstein,  201  Mass.  246,  Bank,  83  Tex.  452,  18  S.  W.  743,  29 

87  N.  E.  572,  131  A.  S.  R.  397;  Sweet  A.  S.  R.  660  and  note,  16  L.R.A.  639. 

V.  Post  Pub.  Co.,  215  Mass.  450,  102      1.  Jozsa  v.  Moroney,  125  La.  813, 

N.  E.  660,  Ann.  Cas..  1914D  533,  47  61  So.  908,  19  Ann.  Cas.  1193,  27 

LR.A.(N.S.)  240;  Newman  v.  Stein,  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1041. 

75  Mich.  402,  42  N.  W.  956,  13  A.  S.      2.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  295. 

R.  447;  Osbom  v.  Leach,  135  N.  C.     3.  See  preceding  paragraph. 

628,  47  S.  E,  811,  66  L.R.A.  648;  Belo     4.  Cahill  v.  Murphy,  94  Cai.  29,  30 

V.  Fuller,  84  Tex.  450,  19  S.  W.  616,  Pac.  195,  28  A.  S.  R.  88  and  note. 

31  A.  S.  R.  75;  Fenstermaker  v.  Trib-      5.  Garrison  v.  Sun  Printiiur,  ete.. 

une  Pub.  Co.,  13  Utah  532,  46  Pac.  Ass'n,  207  N.  Y.  1,  100  N.  B.  430, 

1097,  35  L.R.A.  611;  Nott  V.  Stoddard,  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  288  and  notOb  46 

38  Vt.  25,  88  Am.  Dec.  633;  Rea  v.  LR.A.(N.S.)  766. 

Harrington,  58  Vt.  181,  2  Atl.  475, 
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grief  experienced  by  the  plaintiff's  wife  on  reading  an  alleged  libelous 
article  regarding  him,  nor  the  influence  of  her  grief  on  the  plaintiff's 
mind,  is  an  element  of  damages  recoverable  in  an  action  for  libel 

197.  Physical  Suffering. — While  mental  anguish  or  suffering  is 
ordinarily  the  necessary  result  of  defajnation  of  character,  and  so 
may  be  said  to  be  infenred  legally  from  the  fact'of  defamation,  and 
to  constitute  an  element  of  damage  whwre  the  words  are  actionable 
per  se,'  the  authorities  are  not  entirely  harmonious  as  to  whether 
physical  illn^  or  prostration  of  healUi  produced  by  such  mental 
suffering  is  an  element  of  the  damages  recoverable.  While  some 
courts  have  taken  the  position  that  such  damages  are  not  recover- 
able,^ other  courts  hold  that  if  the  words  in  question  are  actionable 
per  se  compensation  may  be  allowed  for  physical  pain  or  injury  result- 
ing therefrom.*  Physical  injury  resulting  from  the  utterance  of 
words  not  actionable  per  se  has  been  held  not  to  constitute  an  ele- 
ment of  damage.^* 

198.  Loss  of  Busings  or  Occupation. — There  is  no  question  but  that 
damages  may  be  recovered  for  the  loss  of  business,  or  employment, 
or  the  reduction  of  the  profits  from  the  same,  when  such  injury  results 
from  the  libel  or  slander  by  the  defendant.^'  For  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing the  amount  of  the  damages  sustained  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to 
show  the  general  nature  and  extent  of  his  business^'  as  well  as  a 
general  loss  or  diminution  thereof  after  the  injury.^'  The  jury  may 
also  take  into  account  the  fact  that  the  plaintiff  has  been  compelled 
to  suspend  business,"  and  also  prospective  damages  likely  to  result 
from  the  act  of  the  defendant.^'  Where  a  publication  is  actionable 
per  se,  evidence  of  ft  general  loss  of  customers  or  profits  is  general, 
not  special^  damage  and  is  admissible  in  proof  of  general  damages.'* 

«,  Dennison  v.  Daily  News  Pub.  533,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  240;  Sanderson 

Co.,  82  Neb.  675,  118  N.  W.  568,  23  v.  Caldwell,  45  N.  Y.  398,  6  Am.  Rep. 

LJl.A.(N.S.)  362.  105.    See  also  aupra,  par.  34  et  seq. 

7.  See  the  two  paiagraplis  iminedi-  12.  Russell  v.  Washington  Post  Co., 
ately  precediiig.  31  App.  Cas.  (D.  C.)  277,  14  Ann. 

8.  Note:  Ann.  Gas.  19140  296.  Cas.  820;  Mitchell  t.  Bradstreet  Co., 

9.  Washington  Times  Co.  y.  Downey,  116  Mo.  226,  22  S.  W.  358,  724,  38 
26  App.  Cas.  (D.  G.)  258,  6  Ann.  Gas.  A.  S.  R.  592  and  note,  20  L.R.A.  138; 
765;  Osbom  v.  Leach,  135  N.  G.  628,  Moray  v.  Morning  Journal  Aas'n,  123 
47  S.  E.  811,  66  L.EJl.  648.  N.  Y.  207,  25  N.  E.  161,  20  A.  S.  R. 

10.  Sbafer  v.  Ahalt,  48  Md.  171,  30  730,  9  L.B.A.  621. 

Am.  Bep.  456;  Terwilliger  v.  Wands,     Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  381. 
17  N.  Y.  64, 72  Am.  Dec  420.  13.  Note:  44  L.E.A.(N.S.)  351. 

11.  Wolkowsky  v.  aarfunkel,  65  14.  Mitchell  v.  Bradstreet  Co.,  116 
Fla.  10,  60  So.  791,  44  LJR.A.(N.8.)  Mo.  226,  22  S.  W.  358,  724,  38  A.  S. 
351  and  note;  Weston  v.  Bamieoat,  B.  592,  20  L.R.A.  138. 

175  Mass.  454,  56  N.  E.  619,  49  L.R.A.     15.  Notes:  72  Am.  Dee.  436j  44 
612;SweetT.PostPub.  Co.,  215Mass.  LJl.A.(K.S.)  363. 
450,  102  N.  £.  660,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D     16.  Williams  t.  Saunders,  113  Ta. 
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As  has  been  sagely  said,  the  extent  of  dajuage  to  credit  resulting  from 
a  libel  or  slander  is  an  inferential  fact  arrived  at  only  by  an  exami- 
nation of  all  the  circumstances  in  the  case,  and  cannot  generally  be 
subject  to  direct  proof.^'  But  while  an  averment  that  the  plaintiff 
ia  a  trader  is  sufficient  to  entitle  him  to  recover  substantial  damages, 
though  special  damage  is  not  alleged,  it  seems  that  the  plaintiff  can- 
not show  that  particular  persons  have  ceased  to  deal  with  him,  unless 
the  loss  of  their  custom  is  set  out  in  the  pleadings  as  special  damage, 
although  testimony  showing  a  general  impairment  of  the  plaintiff's 
credit  by  the  act  of  the  defendant  may  be  received.**  In  an  action 
for  libel,  it  has  been  held  not  erroneous  to  instruct  the  jury  that 
in  estimating  the  damages  sustained  by  the  plaintiff  they  may  include 
such  as  he  has  sustained  in  his  occupation  and  calling  even  though 
the  evidence  does  not  show  that  he  has  lost  his  employment  or  been 
deprived  of  his  wages,  if  \he  evidence  shows  that  he  has  not  been 
able  to  work  as  before  tiie  publication  of  the  libel  and  has  had  to 
obtain  help  in  his  work  on  account  of  his  weakened  condition.^* 
But  as  in  all  other  cases,  the  damages  claimed  in  an  action  of  Hbel 
or  slander  must  not  be  too  remote.  So,  where  an  action  for  libel  is 
confined  by  the  terms  of  the  complaint  to  such  damages  as  the  plain- 
tiff may  have  sustained  in  his  professional  or  official  capacity,  an 
instruction  excluding  from  the  jury  all  consideration  of  damage  to 
him  as  an  individual  is  proper.*® 

199.  Reputation  and  Character  of  Plaintiff. — According  to  some 
decisions  the  plaintiff  in  an  action  for  slander  or  libel  may  give 
evidence  of  his  general  good  character  although  the  same  has  not 
been  called  in  question  by  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,* 
especially  if  the  alleged  defamatory  words  charged  perjury.*  How- 
ever, there  are  other  authorities  to  the  effect  that  the  plaintiff  cannot 
offer  evidence  of  his  good  character  until  after  there  has  been  an 
attempt  to  offer  evidence  to  impeach  it,'  and  that  be  cannot  offer 

166,  73  S.  E.  472,  Ann.  Gas.  1913E!  1.  Williams  t.  Haig,  3  Rich.  L.  (S. 

693.  C.)  362,  45  Am.  Dee.  774  and  noU; 

Note:  72  Am.  Dec.  432.  Adams  v.  Lawson,  17  Chat.  (Ya.)  250, 

17.  Warner  v.  Clark,  45  La.  Ann.  94  Am.  Dec.  456  and  note. 

863, 13  So.  203,  21  L.R.A.  502.  2.  Byrket  v.  Monohon,  7  Blaokf. 

Note:  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  353.  (Ind.)  83,  41  Am.  Dec.  212. 

18.  J.  M.  James  Co.  v.  CoDtinental  3.  Rhodes  v.  Ijames,  7  Ala.  574,  43 
Nat.  B:mk,  105  Tenn.  1,  58  S.  W.  261,  Am.  Dec.  604  and  note;  Conrad  v. 
80  A.  S.  R.  857,  51  L.R.A.  255.  Roberts,  95  Kan.  180.  147  Pac.  795, 

19.  Washington  Times  Co.  v.  Dow-  L.R.A.1915B  131 ;  Stearns  v.  Long,  215 
ney,  26  App.  Cas.  (D.  C.)  268,  6  Ann.  Mass.  152,  102  N.  E.  326,  Ann.  Cas. 
Cas.  765.  1915D  906;  Hitchcock  v.  Moore,  70 

20.  Paiton  v.  Woodward,  31  Mont.  Mich.  112,  37  N.  W.  914,  14  A.  S.  R. 
195,  78  Pac.  215,  107  A.  S.  B.  416,  474;  Cooper  v.  Phipps,  24  Ore.  357, 
3  Ann.  Cas.  546;  CotuUa  v.  Kerr,  74  33  Pac  986,  22  LJft.A.  830. 

Tex.  89,  U  S.  W.  1058,  16  A.  S.  B. 
819. 
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evidence  of  his  character  as  an  honest  man,  to  rebut  specific  charges 
of  misconduct  made  against  him>  If  the  truth  of  the  charge  against 
the  plaintiff  be  pleaded,  evidence  of  the  plaintiff's  good  reputation 
as  to  the  commission  of  the  offense  charged  or  of  his  good  diaracter 
is  not  competent  to  rebut  the  evidence  in  justification,*  although  it 
has  been  held  that  if  the  evidence  of  the  defendant  is  of  facts  merely 
tending  to  prove  the  charge  in  question,  evidence  of  the  plaintiff's 
reputation  as  to  the  offense  charged  is  admissible.*  It  is  agreed  by 
the  authorities  that  the  plaintiff  is  new  required,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  offer  evidence  of  his  good  character,  to  make  out  his  case  against 
the  defendant.'  Whether  or  not  evidence  of  the  plaintiff's  bad  ch&r- 
acter  may  be  offered  in  mitigation  of  damages  is  discussed  else- 
where.* 

200.  Family  and  Social  Standing  of  Parties. — In  an  action  for  libel 
or  slander,  it  has  been  held  that  the  plaintiff  may  give  evidence  of 
his  own  rank  and  condition  in  life,  to  aggravate  the  damages,*  such 
evidence  being  admissible  as  showing  the  value  of  that  which  the 
defamatory  words  are  alleged  to  have  injured,^*  and  the  defendant 
may  also  avail  himself  of  such  evidence  when  it  legally  tends  to 
mitigate  the  damages.^^  The  plaintiff  in  an  action  for  libel  or  slan- 
der may  also  introduce  evidence  of  the  fact  that  he  is  married,^' 
and  has  children  or  other  relatives  who  may  be  affected  by  the  pub- 
Hcation,  for  the  purpose  of  enhancing  the  damages.'*  But  while  it 
has  been  held  that  evidence  of  the  number  and  ages  of  the  plaintiff's 
children  is  admissible  on  the  question  of  damages,  in  an  action  of 
libel  or  slander,  it  seems  that  evidence  of  the  fact  that  they  are  depend- 
ent on  the  plaintiff  for  support  will  be  excluded.'^  It  has  been  held 
that  testimony  by  a  female  plaintiff  that  she  has  no  parent  living 
and  is  dependent  on  her  own  exertions  is  admissible  in  evidence, 
where  it  is  offered,  not  for  the  purpose  of  showing  poverty,  but  as 
bearing  on  the  question  of  damages  for  impaired  capacity  for  labor 

4.  Stow      Converse,  3  Conn.  325,  Fed.  238,  26  U.  S.  App.  167,  11  C.  C. 

8  Am.  Dee.  189.  A.  155,  26  L.R.A.  531. 

6.  Miles  V.  YanboTD,  17  Ind.  245,     Note:  6  Ann.  Gas.  768. 
79  Am.  Dec  477;  McBee  v.  Fulton,.    11.  Larned  v.  Boflington,  3  Mass. 

47  Md.  403,  28  Am.  Rep.  465;  Quinn  546,  3  Am.  Dee.  185. 
V.  Review  Pub.  Co.,  55  Wash.  69,  104     12.  Horey  v.  Morning  Journal  Ass'n. 

Pae.  181,  133  A.  S.  B.  1016,  19  Ann.  123  N.  T.  207,  25  N.  E.  161,  20  A.  S. 

Cas.  1077.  B.  730,  9  L.B.A.  621. 

6.  Sheehey  v.  Cokleyr  ^  ^  183,  22  13.  Klumpb  v.  Dunn,  66  Fa.  St  141, 
Am.  Rep.  236.  5  Am.  R^.  355. 

7.  Broughton  v.  McGrew,  39  Fed.  Notes:  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  362:  6  Ann. 
672,  5  L.RJL.  406.  Cas.  768. 

8.  See  in&a,  par.  213.  See  also  supra,  par.  196. 

9.  TiUotaon  v.  Cheetham,  3  Johns.  14.  Cahill  v.  Mnrpby,  94  Cal.  29.  30 
(N.  T.)  56,  3  Am.  Dee.  459.  Pae.  105,  28  A.  S.  B.  88. 

10.  Press  Pub.  Go.  v.  McDonald,  63 
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and  damages  for  mental  suffermg.^*  The  social  standing  of  the 
defendant  may  also  be  taken  into  account^* 

201.  Financial  Standing  of  Parties. — In  an  action  for  libel  or  slan- 
der, it  has  been  held  that  evidence  of  the  defendant's  financial  stand- 
ing is  competent  as  bearing  on  the  amount  of  damages  recoverable,*' 
paiiicularly  when  the  evidence  warrants  the  recovery  of  exemplary 
damages.^^  In  other  cases,  however,  such  evidence  has  been  held 
admissible,  not  to  enhance  the  damages,  but  only  to  indicate  the 
influence  of  the  defendant's  speech,>*  and,  even  under  such  circum- 
stances, it  has  been  held  to  be  the  duty  of  the  trial  court  by  proper 
cautions  to  guard  against  undue  weight  being  given  to  such  evi- 
dence.^ In  some  jurisdictions,  such  evidence  cannot  be  considered 
at  all  in  awarding  compensatory  damages.*  Evidence  of  the  wealth 
of  one  of  the  defendants  in  a  libel  suit,  offered  as  bearing  on  the 
allowance  of  exemplai^  damages,  is  inadmissible  in  a  case  when  the 
verdict  must  be  for  one  entire  sum  against  all  the  defendants  found 
guilty,  and  which  might  therefore  be  collected  from  any  one  of  them, 
who  would  have  no  right  of  contribution.'  Where  evidence  as  to 
the  defendant's  wealth  is  admissible,  it  should  relate  to  the  time  of 
the  utterance  of  the  words  complained  of.  Moreover,  the  defendant's 
wealth  as  bearing  on  compensatory  damages  must  be  shown  by  repu- 
tation and  not  by  particular  facts.*  On  the  other  hand,  it  seems 
that  evidence  as  to  the  defendant's  actual  means  and  not  reputation 
is  material  in  an  action  involving  exemplary  damages.*  The  right 
of  the  defendant  in  an  action  for  libel  or  slander  to  prove  his  poverty 
in  mitigation  of  damages  is  discussed  elsewhere.*  As  to  the  pecuniary 
condition  of  the  plaintiff,  evidence  thereof  has  been  held  admissible 

16.  Washington  Times  Co.  v.  Dow-  68  N.  W.  403,  59  A.  S.  R.  853.  As  to 

ney,  26  App.  Cos.  (D.  C.)  258,  6  Ann.  eocemplary  damages,  see  three  next  sae- 

Caa.  766  and  note.  ceeding  paragraphs. 

16.  Brougbton  v.  McQrew,  39  Fed.  19.  Note:  67  Am.  Dec.  565. 

672,  5  L.R.A.  406;  Hosley  v.  Brooks,  20.  Brown  v.  Barnes,  39  Mich.  211, 
20  III.  115,  71  Am.  Dec.  252  and  note.  33  Am.  Rep.  375;  Watson  v.  Watson, 

17.  Hosley  v.  Brooks,  20  III.  115,  71  53  Mich,  168,  18  N.  W.  605,  61  Am. 
Am.  Dee.  252  and  note;  Downs  v.  Rep.  111. 

Cassidy,  47  Mont.  471,  133  Pac  106,     Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1915B  1160. 
Ann.   Caa.   1915B   1155   and   note;      1.  Ware  v.  Cartledge,  24  Ala.  622, 
Flaacke  v.  Stratford,  72  N,  J.  L.  487,  60  Am.  Dee.  489;  Taber  v.  Hutson,  5 
64  At).  146,  5  Ann.  Cas.  854.  Ind.  322,  61  Am.  Dec.  96  and  note; 

Note:  44  L.R.A.{N.S.)  355.  Buokstaff  v.  Hicks,  94  Wis.  34,  68  N. 

18.  Barkly  v.  Copeland,  74  Cal.  1,  W.  403,  69  A.  S.  R.  853. 

15  Pac.  307,  6  A.  S.  R.  413;  Wilms     Note:  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  355. 

V.  White,  26  Md.  380,  90  Am.  Dec.      2.  Washington  Gaslight  Co.  v.  Lans- 

113;  Reeves  v.  Winn,  97  N.  C.  246,  1  den,  172  U.  S.  534,  19  S.  Ct.  296,  43 

S.  E.  448,  2  A.  S.  R.  287  and  note;  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  543. 

Haynes  v.  Cowden,  27  Ohio  St.  292,      3.  Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1915B  1160. 

22  Am.  Rep.  303;  Rea  t.  Harrington,      4.  R«a  t.  Harrington,  68  Vt  181,  3 

68  Vt.  181,  2  AtL  476,  66  Am.  R«p.  Atl.  475,  60  Am.  Rep.  561. 

661;  Buckstaff  t.  Hicks,  94  Wis.  34,     6.  See  infra,  par.  215. 
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for  the  purpose  of  showing  actual  damages,  although  tlie  right  of 
the  plaintiff  to  show  his  poverty  in  aggrasration  of  damages  has  been 
denied.*  Likewise,  evidence  of  the  pecuniary  condition  of  the  plain- 
tiff when  introduced  for  the  sole  purpose  of  increasing  vindictive  or 
punitivo  damages  has  been  held  to  be  inadmissible' 

Exemplary  Damoffet 

202.  In  General — ^According  to  the  great  wdght  of  authority  exem- 
plary, punitive  or  vindictive  damages  may  be  awarded  in  actions  for 
libel  or  slander,  wh&a  it  appears  that  the  defendant  acted  maliciously 

in  making  the  publication.*  Some  courts  insiat  that,  to  obtain  wem- 
plary  damages,  the  plaintiff  must  prove  express  or  actual  malice,*  or 
such  a  clear  want  of  ground  for  a  defamatory  publication  as  to  warrant 
the  inference  of  hatred  or  ill  will,*®  whereas  other  courts  hold  that 
proof  of  express  malice  is  not  essential  to  authorize  such  a  recovery, 
where  the  publication  is  not  privileged  and  no  excuse  for  it  is  offered,** 
at  least  not  when  the  words  published  are  libelous  per  se,  malice  being 

6.  Reeves  v.  Winn,  97  K.  C  246,  Hayner  t.  Cowden,  27  Ohio  St  292, 
1 S.  E.  448, 2  A.  S.  R.  287.  22  Am.  Rep.  303. 

7.  Note:  6  Ann.  Cas.  768.  Notes:  15  A.  S.  R.  341;  25  Eng. 

8.  Ghilders  t.  San  Jose  Hereary  Rnl.  Oas.  85. 

Printing,  etc.,  Co.,  105  Cal.  284,  38  .  9.  Greer  v.  White,  90  AA.  117,  118 

Pae.  903,  45  A.  S.  R.  40  and  note;  S.  W.  298,  17  Ann.  Cas.  270;  RnsseU 

Ueirills  v.  Tariff  ISlg.  Co.,  10  Conn.  v.  Washington  Post  Co.,  31  App.  Cas. 

384,  27  Am.  Deo.  682  and  note;  Lins-  (D.  C.)  277,  14  Ann.  Cas.  820;  Wood 

ley  V.  Bnshnell,  15  Conn.  225,  38  Am.  t.  Custer,  86  Kan.  387,  121  Pae.  355, 

Dec  79  and  note;  Tatiow  v.  Jaquett,  38  L.R.A.(N.S.)   1176;  Jellison  v. 

1  Har.  (Del.)  333,  26  Am.  Dec.  399;  Ooodwin,  43  Me.  287,  69  Am.  Dee. 

HoBley  V.  Brooks,  20  Dl.  115,  71  Am.  62;  Newman. v.  Stein,  75  Mich.  402, 

Dee.  252  and  note;  Thompson  v.  Rake,  42  N.  W.  056,  13  A.  S.  R.  447  and 

140  la.  232, 118  N.  W.  279,.  18  L.R.A.  note;  Krug  v.  Pitass,  162  N.  Y.  154, 

(N.S.)  921;  Hess  v.  Sparks,  44  Kan.  56  N.  E.  526,  76  A.  S.  R.  317  and 

465,  24  Pac.  979,  21  A.  S.  R.  300;  note;  Wrege  v.  Jones,  13  N.  D.  267, 

Wilms  V.  White,  26  Md.  380,  90  Am.  100  N.  W.  705,  112  A.  S.  R.  679,  3 

Dec.  113;  Snyder  v.  Fulton,  34  Md.  Ann.  Cas.  482;  Mauk  t.  Brandage,  68 

128,  6  Am.  Rep.  314;  Evening  News  Ohio  St  89,  67  N.  E.  152,  62  L.RA. 

Asa'n  V.  Tryon,  42  Mich.  549,  4  N.  W.  477. 

267,  36  Am.  Rep.  450;  Peterson  v.  10.  Broughton  t.  MeGrew,  39  Fed. 

Western   Union   Telegraph    Co.,   75  672, 5  L.R.A.  406, 

Minn.  368,  77  N.  W.  985,  74  A.  S.  R.  11.  Coffin  v.  Brown,  94  Md.  190,  50 

502,  43  L.R.A.  581  and  note:  Brown  Atl.  567,  89  A.  S.  R.  422,  55  L.R.A. 

V.  Globe  Printing  Co.,  213  Mo.  611,  732;  Callahan  v.  Ingram,  122  Mo.  355, 

112  S.  W.  462.  127  A.  S.  R.  627;  26  S.  W.  1020,  43  A.  S.  P.  583.  Com- 

Paxton  V.  Woodward,  31  Mont.  195,  pare  Fresh  v.  Cutter,  73  Md.  87,  20 

78  Pac.  215,  107  A.  S.  R.  416,  3  Ann.  Atl.  774,  25  A.  S.  R.  575,  10  L.K.A. 

Cas.  546;  Tillotson  v.  Cheetham,  3  67,  wherein  it  was  held  that  an  instruc- 

Johns.  (N.  Y.)  56,  3  Am.  Dec.  459;  tion  allowing  punitive  damages  with- 

KiQg  V.  Root,  4  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  113,  out  finding  the  existence  of  actual 

21  Am.  Dec.  102  and  note;  Thorn  v.  malice  was  erroneous,  there  being,  in 

Kuapp,  42  N.  Y.  474, 1  Am.  Rep.  561;  that  case  facts  to  be  passed  on  by  the 
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in  such  ca9e9  presumed.^'  Furthermore,  it  has  heen  held  that  malice 
sufficient  to  warrant  a  recovery  of  exemplary  damages  may  be  inferred 
from  the  absence  of  probable  cause  for  the  making  of  the  publicar 
tion.**  Mere  negligence,  unless  so  gross  as  to  amount  to  positive  bad 
faith,  is  no  ground  for  awarding  exemplary  damages.**  However, 
it  has  been  held  that  gross  and  reckless  negligence  and  wanton  indif- 
ference  to  the  rights  of  the  persons  libeled  may,  without  any  direct 
intention  to  injure,  constitute  such  malice  as  will  justify  exemplary 
damages.**  Thus,  a  failure  to  make  any  effort  to  verify  the  accu- 
racy of  a  libelous  despatch  before  printing  it  in  a  newspaper  may  be 
found  by  the  jury  to  constitute  such  reckless  and  wanton  disregard 
of  the  rights  of  others  as  to  sustain  a  verdict  for  punitory  damages.^* 
Where  the  view  is  adopted  that  actual  malice  must  be  shown  to  war- 
rant a  recovery  of  exemplary  damages,  it  is  obviously  proper  to  allow 
the  defendant  to  introduce  evidence  to  disprove  malice,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  avoiding  a  recovery  of  exemplary  damages,''  even  though  the 
words  in  question  are  libelous  per  se.^*  The  awarding  of  exemplary 
damages  is,  at  most,  discretionary  with  the  jury.  The  court  fulfils 
its  function  when  it  instructs  the  jury  whether  the  case  is  one  in 
which  such  damages  may  be  awarded,  and  brings  to  their  attention 
the  evidence  on  which  they  are  to  exercise  their  discretion.*'  It  is 
therefore  error  for  tiie  court  to  instruct  the  jury  that  exemplary  dam- 
age must  be  given.**  The  right  to  punitive  damages  has  bewi  held 
not  to  be  a  property  righi,  and  therefore  the  legislature  may  remove 
the  liability  for  punitive  damages  when  a  retraction  has  been  made 
on  notice.^ 

j-ary  which  raised  (he  qaasdon  of  a     19.  Cahill  t.  Murphy,  94  Cal.  29,  30 


12.  Pennsylvania  Iron  Works  Co.  v.  Hayes,  165  Cal.  527,  132  Pac.  1022, 
Henry  Vogt  Maeb.  Co.,  139  Ky.  497,  Ann.  Cas.*1914D  148;  Russell  v.  Wash- 
96  S.  W.  551,  139  A.  S.  R.  504,  8  ington  Post  Co.,  31  App.  Cas.  (D.  C.) 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  1023.  277, 14  Ann.  Cas.  820  and  note;  Wimer 

13.  Cotulla  V.  Kerr,  74  Tex.  89,  XL  v.  Allbaugh,  78  la.  79,  42  N.  W.  587, 
S.  W.  1058,  15  A.  S.  R.  819.  16  A.  S.  R.  422  and  note;  Callahan  v. 

14.  Peterson  v.  Western  Union  Tel.  Ingram,  122  Mo.  355,  26  S.  W.  1020, 
Co.,  72  Minn.  41,  74  N.  W.  1022,  71  43  A.  S.  R.  683;  Holmes  v.  Jones,  147 
A.  S.  R.  461,  40  L.R.A.  661.  N.  Y.  59,  41  N.  E.  409,  49  A.  S.  R. 

15.  Morning  Journal  Ass'n  v.  Ruth-  646;  Crane  v.  Bennett,  177  N.  Y.  106, 
erford,  51  Fed.  513,  1  U.  S.  App.  296,  69  N.  E.  274,  101  A.  S.  R.  722;  Price 
2  C.  C.  A.  354,  16  L.R.A.  803.  v.  Clapp,  119  Tenn,  425,  105  S.  W. 

16.  Frees  Pub.  Co.  v.  McDonald,  63  864,  123  A.  S.  R.  730. 

Fed.  238,  26  tJ.  S.  App.  167,  11  C.  C,  20.  Gambrill  v.  Schooley,  93  Md.  48, 
A.  155,  26  L.R.A.  531.  48  Ail.  730.  86  A.  S.  R.  414  and  note, 

17.  Fleet  v.  Tichenor,  156  Cal.  343,  52  L.R.A.  87,  95  Md.  260,  52  AtL  500, 
104  Pae.  458,  34  L.R.A.(N.S.)  323  63  L.R.A.  427. 

and  note.  1.  Osbom  v.  Leach,  135  N.  C.  628, 

18.  Rocky  Moantain  News  Printing  47  S.  £.  811,  66  hJL^.  648.  See 
Co.  T.  Fridbom,  46  Colo.  440, 104  Pac.  snpra,  par.  96. 
966,  24  LJl.A.(N.S.)  89L 


Pac.  195,  28  A.  S.  R.  88;  Lewis  v. 
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205.  When  Offense  Indictable. — ^Exemplary  damages  cannot  be 
allowed  in  a  civil  action  for  libel  where  the  wrong  is  of  such  a  nature 

that  the  defendant  would  be  liable  to  a  criminal  prosecution  therefor, 
according  to  numerous  authorities.'  This  position  has  been  defended 
on  the  ground  that,  to  hold  otherwise,  might  lead  to  the  putting  of 
the  defendant  in  jeopardy  twice  for  the  same  offense.'  However,  in 
some  states,  the  fact  that  the  defendant  may  be  indicted  for  hb  mis- 
conduct does  not  prevent  the  recovery  against  him  of  exemplary  dam- 
ages,* although  it  has  been  held  liiat  the  fact  of  such  criminal  punish- 
ment may  be  shown  to  mitigate  oxemplaiy  damages.* 

204.  Who  Are  Liable  for  Exemplary  Damages. — Exemplary  dam- 
ages for  the  publication  of  a  libel  may,  be  awarded  against  corpora- 
tions as  well  as  natural  persons.'  Likewise,  the  proprietors  of  news- 
papers may  be  held  liable  for  exemplary  d^ages  by  reason  of  the 
publication  of  libelous  matter  in  the  columns  of  their  papers,'  and  in 
some  cases  it  has  been  held  that  even  where  no  malice  on  the  part 
of  the  proprietor  of  a  newspaper  appears,  he  may  be  liable  in  exem- 
plary damages  for  the  malice  of  his  employee.*  Other  authorities, 
however,  hold  that  exemplary  damages  are  not  justified,  as  against 
a  publisher  of  news,  unless  they  are  based  on  his  own  malice  and 
that  they  are  not  recoverable  against  him  merely  because  his  agent, 
the  writer  of  the  libelous  article,  was  actuated  by  personal  malice.* 
In  the  case  of  telegraph  companies,  it  has  been  held  that  where  the 
agent  of  a  telegraph  company,  who  receives  and  transmits  a  libelous 
message,  acts  within  the  scope  of  his  authority,  the  company  is  liable 
in  punitive  damages  if  he  acts  malicioudy  in  bad  faith.'*  But 
the  mere  negligence  of  a  telegraph  company  in  employing  and  retain- 
ing an  operator  who  transmitted  a  libelous  message  is  no  groimd  for 
awarding  punitive  damages.^'   In  an  action  against  a  husband  and 

2.  Murphy  v.  Hobbe,  7  Colo.  541,  6  43  Am.  Rep.  628;  Ifissouri  Pae.  B. 
Pae.  119,  49  Am.  R«p.  366;  Tracy  v.  Co.  v.  Richmond,  73  Tex.  568,  11  S. 
Haeket,  19  Ind.  App.  133,  49  N.  E.  W.  556,  15  A.  S.  E.  794  and  note,  4 
185.  65  A.  S.  R.  398;  Austin  v.  Wilson,  LJI.A.  280. 

4  Gush.  (Mass.)  273,  60  Am.  Dec.  766  Note:  59  A.  S^.  589. 

and  note;  Boyer  v.  Barr,  8  Neb.  68,  rrl^^^^^.^^' ^la^-rj; 

30  Am.  Rep.  814.  S^J^'Al  ^' 

3.  Taber  v.  Hutson,  5  Ind.  322.  61  685  and  nota. 

A„   Ti^A  QR.  TT       -  «  Kfl     8*  Hobnes  v.  Jones,  147  N.  T.  69, 

t^'  9^  9?  i    %      Z'         ^'       *1  N.  E.  409,  49  B.  646;  Crsnl 

Ind.  284,  26  Am.  Rep.  34.  ^  ^^^^  Y.  106,  69  N.  K 

.Ji-  ^^'^''a?  no^-  274,  101  A.  S.  E.  722;  Bruce  v.  R«^ 

461,  61  Atl.  583,  4  Ann   Gas   92i;  ^^^g  49  ^  r^^,  ggfl,  ■ 

Barr  v.  Moore,  87  Pa.  St.  385,  30  Am.     9,  Notes:  26  LJft.A.  779;  48  L.R.A. 

R«P.  367.  (N.S.)  62. 

Note:  50  Am.  Dee.  773.  10.  Peterson  v.  Western  Union  Tel. 

6.  Smithwiek  t.  Ward,  52  N.  C.  64,  Co.,  75  Minn.  368,  77  N.  W.  985,  74 
75  Am.  Dec  453.  A.  S.  R.  502, 43  L.R.A.  68L 

B,  Lotbrop  T.  Adams,  133  Mass.  471,     11.  Peterson  t.  Westezn  Union  TA. 
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wife  for  a  libel  published  by  the  latter,  it  has  been  held  that  there' 
may  be  a  verdict  showing  what  the  jury  holds  as  compensatory  and 
what  as  vindictive  damages,  and  that  for  the  latter  she  may  be  held 
liable,  but  tliat  the  two  joinUy  may  be  held  liable  only  for  the  amount 
fixed  as  oompensatoiy.** 

Amount  Recoverable 

205.  Effect  of  Verdict  for  EzcessiTe  or  Inadequate  Damages. — ^In 

an  action  for  libel  or  slander,  the  a«Qount  of  damages  recoverable  is 
peculiarly  a  matter  for  the  jury.  It  is  almost  entirely  within  tiieir 
discretion,  because  there  can  be  no  fixed  or  mathematical  rule  on  the 
subject  Much  depends  on  the  circumstances  of  mitigation  or  aggra- 
vation, the  notoriety  which  is  given  to  the  defamatory  charge,  the 
care  or  lack  of  care,  the  malice  or  recklessness  which  characterizes  the 
publication,  and  the  necessity  of  giving  to  the  public  any  information 
in  regard  to  the  existence  of  the  charge.  It  is,  therefore,  established 
that  a  court  will  not  interfere  with  a  verdict  on  the  ground  of  exces- 
sive damages,  unless  it  is  satisfied  that  the  verdict  is  the  result  of  gross 
error,  prejudice,  perverseness,  or  corruption.**  In  other  words,  to  be 
set  aside  a  verdict  must  be  so  flagrantly  outrageous  and  extravagant 
as  manifestly  to  show  that  the  jury  must  have  been  actuated  by  pas- 
sion, partiality,  prejudice  or  corruption.^*  It  is  therefore  obvious 
that  a  very  strong  case  must  be  made  out  to  obtain  a  new  trial  by 
reason  of  excessive  damages,**  and  a  verdict  will  not  be  set  aside 
merely  because  it  is  large,"  or  because  it  is  in  excess  of  what  the 
court  may  think  proper.*'  But  when  the  damages  found  by  the  jury 
are  so  great  that  it  may  reasonably  be  presumed  that  in  estimating 
them  the  jury  did  not  exercise  a  sound  discretion,  the  court  may  set 
aside  the  verdict  and  award  a  new  trial.*^   The  reversal  of  a  juig- 

Co.,  72  Minn.  41,  74  N.  W.  1022,  71  20  Am.  Dec  616  and  note;  Neal  v. 

A.  S.  R.  461  and  note,  40  L.B.A.  66L  Lewis,  2  Bay  (S.  C.)  204,  1  Am.  Dee. 

Notes:  9  L.B.A.(N.S.)  140;  9  Ann.  640  and  note. 

Cas.  697.  Note:  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  356. 

See  also  graerally,  supra,  par.  58.  14.  Coleman  v.  Southwiek,  9  Johns. 

12.  Priee  v.  Clapp,  119  Tenn.  425,  (N.  Y.)  45,  6  Am.  Dec.  253. 

105  S.  W.  864,  123  A.  S.  R.  730.  15.  BodweU   v.   Osgood,   3  Pick. 

13.  Beggarly  t.  Craft,  31  Ga.  309,  (Moss.)  379,  16  Am.  Dec.  228. 

76  Am.  Dec.  687  and  note;  Sandera  16.  Brown  V.  Yannaman,  85  Wis. 

V.  Johnson,  6  Blackf.  (Ind.)  50,  36  451,  55  N.  W.  183,  39  A.  S.  R.  860 

Am.  Dec.  564  and  note;  St.  Martin  and  note. 

V.  Desnoyer,  1  Minn.  166,  61  Am.  Dec.  17.  Davis  t.  Ruff,  Cberes  L.  (S.  C.) 

494  and  note;  Brown  v.  Globe  Print-  17,  34  Am.  Dec.  584. 

ing  Co.,  213  Mo.  611,  112  S.  W.  462,  18.  Hassett  v.  Carroll,  85  Conn.  23, 

127  A.  S.  R.  627  and  note;  Thomas  v.  81  Atl.  1013,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  333; 

Shea,  90  Neb.  823,  134  N.  W.  933,  CofTin  t.  Coffin,  4  Mass.  1,  3  Am.  Dec 

Ann.  Cas.  1913B  695  and  note;  Doug-  189;  Peterson  v.  Western  Union  Tel. 

lass-  V.  Tousey,  2  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  352,  Co.,  75  Minn.  368,  77  N.  W.  985,  74 
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ment  od  a  verdict  for  exc^ive  damages  is  not  an  infringement  of 
the  constitutional  right  to  a  jury  trial,  even  when  the  lower  court 
has  denied  a  motion  for  a  new  tnal.^'  As  respects  inadequacy  of 
verdict,  many  of  the  early  English  cases  adopted  the  stringent  rule 
that  a  verdict  coiild  not  be  set  aside  for  inadequacy  unless  Uiere  had 
been  some  mistake  of  law  by  the  court,  or  of  calculation  by  the  jiuy. 
The  rule  very  generally  held  now  is  that  the  inadequacy  of  the  verdict 
in  an  action  for  libel  and  slander  will  not  cause  the  same  to  be  set 
aside  unless  the  inadequacy  is  such  as  to  shock  the  understanding 
and  show  bias,  passion  or  prejudice.*** 

206.  Illustrations  of  Amounts  Recoverable. — The  illustrations 
which  follow  will  show  the  range  in  verdicts  which  have  been  passed 
on  by  the  courts.  Under  various  circumstances,  verdicts  in  actions 
for  charging  the  plaintiff  with  larceny  have  been  held  not  excessive, 
when  ranging  from  one  hundred  to  five  thousand  dollars.^  But  in 
other  instances,  awards  of  from  five  hundred  to  fourteen  thousand 
dollars  for  charges  of  larc«iy  have  been  declared  excessive,'  Where 
the  charge  was  embezzlement,  five  Uiousand  dollars  has  been  held 
not  excessive,  though  in  other  instances  awards  of  from  five  to  thirty- 
two  thousand  have  been  set  aside.*  For  charges  of  perjury  verdicts 
ranging  in  amount  up  to  twelve  thousand  dollars  have  been  allowed 
to  stand,*  although  a  verdict  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
was  reduced  to  fifty  thousand.*  For  imputations  affecting  a  person 
in  his  business,  awards  up  to  twenty-seven  thousand  dollars  have 
been  allowed  to  stand,*  although  in  other  instances,  awards  ranging 
from  less  than  five  hundred  dollars  to  seven  thousand  have  been 
declared  excessive.'  For  injury  to  a  person  in  his  profession,  as  much 
as  ten  thou^nd  dollars  has  been  allowed  to  be  recovered,*  although 
on  the  other  hand  an  award  of  three  thousand  has  been  set  aside.* 

A.  S.  B,  602  and  note,  43  LJlji.  581;  5.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  702. 

Vanch  v.  Hall,  3  N.  J.  L.  67S,  4  Am.  6.  Mitchell  t.  Bradstreet  Co.,  116 

Dec.  389  and  note.  Mo.  226,  22  S.  W.  358,  724,  38  A.  S. 

19.  Smith  V.  Times  Pub.  Co.,  178  Pa.  B.  592,  20  L.R.A.  138  (five  thousand 
St.  481,  36  Atl.  206,  35  L.B.A.  819  and  five  hundred  dollars  awarded  for  a 
note.  false  report  of  an  assignment,  which 

20.  Note:  47  L.R.A.  42.  defendant  refused  to  retract) ;  Neal  v. 

1.  Coffia  V.  Coffin,  4  Mass.  1,  3  Am.  Lewis,  2  Bay  (S.  C.)  204,  1  Am.  Dec. 
Dec.  189:  St.  Martin  v.  Desnoyer,  1  640  (award  of  three  tfaoosand  dollars 
Minn.  156,  61  Am.  Dec.  494 ;  Douglass  for  chaining  a  merchant  with  being  a 
T.  Tousey,  2  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  352,  20  swindler). 

Am.  Dec.  616.  7.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1013B  701- 

Note:  Aim.  Cas.  1913B  701,  706.        8.  Thomas  t.  Shea,  90  Neb.  823, 134 

2.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  706,  707.  N.  W.  933,  Ann.  Caa.  1913B  695  and 

3.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  70L         note  (verdict  of  three  thousand  dollars 

4.  Sanders  V.  Johnson,  6  Blackf.  for  the  libel  of  an  attorney  held  not 
(Ind.)  50,  36  Am.  Dee.  564  (verdict  ezcesaive). 

for  nearly  twenty  eight  hundred  dol-  9.  Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1913B  703,  707. 
lars  held  not  excessive). 
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Public  officers  have  been  allowed  to  recover  amounts  up  to  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  for  charges  of  misconduct  in  office,  although  an  award 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  such  a  case  has  been  set  aside.**  For 
genenil  diarges  of  dishonesty  or  bad  character,  ten  thousand  dollars 
appears  to  be  the  maximum  award  which  has  been  allowed  to  stand." 
Charges  of  unchaatity  have  been  allowed  to  result  in  verdicts  for  as 
much  as  twenty-five  thousand  dollars.'*  But  in  other  instances, 
verdicts  for  charges  of  unchastity  ranging  from  seven  thousand  to 
five  hundred  dollars  have  been  declared  excessive." 

Mitigation  of  Damagea 

207.  In  General. — Mitigating  circumstances,  not  amounting  to  a 
complete  defense,  may  be  ofi'ered  in  evidence  in  actions  for  libel  and 
slander  as  in  other  civil  actions.  But  as  a  general  rule  the  defendant 
in  an  action  for  libel  or  slander  cannot  offer  in  mitigation  of  damages 
evidence  of  facts  of  which  he  was  ignorant  at  the  time  he  uttered  the 
defamatory  words  for  which  action  has  been  instituted  against  him.'* 
Furthermore,  particular  facts  which  might  form  links  in  the  chain 
of  evidence  agdnst  the  plaintiff  cannot  be  received  under  the  general 
issue  in  mitigation  of  damages.'*  It  has  been  held  that  an  attempt 

10.  Giane  v.  Bomett,  177  N.  Y.  106,  charge  of  unchastity) ;  Kern  v.  Brid- 
69  N.  £.  274, 101  A.  S.  B.  722  (verdiet  well,  119  Ind.  226,  21  N.  E.  664, 12  A. 
for  fcirty  thousand  dollua  for  charges  S.  B.  409  (onmarried  woman  awarded 
against  oity  magistrate  xednced  to  two  tiiousand  dollars  for  chuge  of 
twenty-five  thousand).  pr^nancy  and  abortion);  Bodwell  v. 

Note:  Ann.  Gas.  1913B  703,  707.  Osgood,  3  Piek.  (Mass.)  379,  1&  Am. 

11.  Zier  V.  Hofflin,  33  Minn.  66,  21  Dee.  228  (fourteen  hundred  dollars 
N.  W.  862,  53  Am.  Rep.  9  (award  of  awuded  to  sehool  teacher  for  charge 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  for  charge  of  of  unchastity). 

not  paying  a  bill  held  not  excessive) ;     Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  704,  708. 
Peterson  t.  Western  Union  Tel.  Co.,     13.  Beggarly  v.  Craft,  31  Ga.  309, 
75  Minn.  368,  77  N.  W.  985,  74  A.  S.  76  Am.  Dec  687  (verdict  for  forty-two 
B.  502, 43  L.B.A.  581  (ludicrous  charge  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  set  aside), 
of  dishonesty  against  l^isIator;ver^et     Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1013B  708,  709. 
reduced  to  one  thousuid  dollars) ;     14.  BarUy  v.  Copeland,  74  Cal.  1, 
Sweeney  v.  Baker,  13  W.  Va.  158,  31  15  Pac  307,  6  A.  S.  R.  413;  Edwards 
Am.  Bep.  767  (eight  thousand  doUars  v.  San  Jose  Printing,  etc.,  Soc,  99 
awarded  to  candidate  for  office  charged  Cal.  431,  34  Pac.  128,  37  A.  S.  B.  70; 
with  gambling,  ignorance  and  dis-  Bailey  v.  Hyde,  3  Conn.  463,  8  Am. 
honesty).  Dec.  202;  Qambrill  t.  Schooley,  95  Md. 

Note:  Ann.  Gas.  lOlSB  704,  708.      260,  52  Atl.  500,  63  hJLA.  427;  Hitch- 

12.  }foming  Journal  Aa^a  v.  Bath-  cock  v.  Moore,  70  Mich.  112,  37  N.  W. 
erford,  51  Fed.  513, 1  U.  S.  App.  296,  914,  14  A.  S.  B.  474;  Morey  v.  Mom- 
2  C.  C.  A.  354,  16  L.B.A.  803  (award  ing  Journal  Ass'n,  123  N.  7.  207,  25 
of  four  thousand  dollars  for  charge  N.  £.  161,  20  A.  S.  B.  730,  9  L.R.A. 
of  unchastity  against  a  man) ;  Mclntiro  621. 

V.  Young,  6  Blackf.  (Ind.)  496,  39     16.  Wormouth  v.  Cramer,  3  Wend. 
Am.  Dec.  443  (one  thousand  dollars  (K.  T.)  395,  20  Am.  Dec.  706. 
awarded  to  unmarried  woman  for 
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by  a  husband  to  prevent  the  circulation  of  a  slander  spoken  by  his 
wife  cannot  be  shown,  in  mitigation  of  damages,  in  an  action  for 
slander  brought  against  the  husband  and  wife,  as  such  evidence 
would  in  no  wise  mitigate  the  guilt  of  the  wife.^*  Where  the  plaintiff 
claims  general  damages  only,  the  defendant  cannot  show,  in  mitigation 
of  damages,  a  statement  by  the  plaintiff  that  the  words  of  the  defendant 
did  him  no  injury.  Such  a  statement  is  a  mere  expression  of  <^inion 
as  to  the  effect  of  the  grievance.^'  But  the  fact  that  the  defendant 
was  intoxicated  when  he  uttered  the  defamatory  words  complained 
of  may  be  shown  in  mitigation  of  damages,^^  and  it  has  been  held 
that  evidence  that  the  words  were  uttered  while  the  defendant  was 
under  the  influence  of  grief  are  admissible  for  the  same  purpose.*' 
The  fact  that  the  defendant  acted  on  the  advice  of  counsel  is  also 
available  as  a  mitigating  circumstance.'^  But  if  such  advice  was  pro- 
cured by  false  representations  made  to  counsel,  the  question  of  the 
defendant's  good  faith  in  uttering  the  words  in  question  is  for  the 
jury.*  The  rule  that  one  seeking  to  hold  anothv  for  damages  must 
use  reasonable  efforts  to  mitigate  the  damages  applies  to  actions  for 
defamation  as  well  as  to  other  actions  f^  the  recovery  of  damages.* 

208.  Truth  or  Belief  in  Truth.— The  hdief,  on  the  part  of  the 
defendant,  in  the  truth  of  the  words  which  he  uttered  and  for  the 
publication  of  which  an  action  in  libel  or  slander  has  been  brought 
agaiiist  him  may  generally  be  shown  in  mitigation  of  damages.' 
This  is  especially  true  when  the  plaintiff  was  the  cause  of  such  belief 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant*  Such  evidence  has  been  held  admis- 
ail:^  under  the  general  issue,'  although  under  code  provisions  it 
has  been  held  necessary  to  plead  such  matters  as  mitigating  circum- 
stances.' It  has,  however,  been  held  that  a  mere  belief  in  the  justice 
and  truth  of  a  libelous  or  slanderous  attack  cannot  be  considered  in 


16.  Yeates  r.  Reed,  4  Blaekf.  (Ind.) 
463,  32  Am.  Dec.  43  and  not«. 

17.  Porter  v.  Heuderron,  11  Mich. 
20,  82  Am.  Dec.  59. 

18.  AMerson  v.  Kalile,  73  W.  Va. 
690,  80  S.  E.  1109,  51  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
1198  and  note. 

Note:  20  L.R.A.  154. 

19.  Stallings  v.  Newman,  26  Ala. 
300,  62  Am.  Dec.  723. 

20.  Grant  v.  Haynes,  105  La.  304, 
29  So.  708,  54  L.R.A.  930. 

1.  Gent  V.  Lynch, -23  Md.  58,  87 
Am.  Dec.  558. 

2.  Hamilton  T.  McKenna,  95  Kan. 
207,  147  Pac.  U2G,  L.R.A.1915E  455. 
See  Dauages,  vol.  8,  p.  442  et  seq. 

3.  I'ountoin  v.  West,  23  la.  9,  92 
Am.  Dec.  406,  overruled  on  another 


point  by  Riley  v.  Norton,  65  la.  306, 
21  N.  W.  649;  Hart  v.  Reed,  1  B.  Mon. 
(Ky.)  166,  35  Am.  Dec.  179;  Bronson 
V.  Brace,  59  Mioh.  467,  26  N.  W.  671, 
60  Am.  Rep.  307;  Trimble  v.  Foster, 
87  Mo.  49,  56  Am.  Rep.  440;  Reynolds 
V.  Tucker,  6  Ohio  St.  516,  67  Am.  Dec 
353  and  note.  As  to  the  manner  of 
setting  up  trath  as  a  defense,  see 
supra,  par,  155. 

4.  Lamed  v.  BufBngton,  3  Mass.  546, 
3  Am.  Dec.  185. 

5.  Gilman  v.  Lowell,  8  Wend.  (N. 
Y.)  673,  24  Am.  Dec.  96  and  note. 
Contra,  McGee  v.  Soduaky,  5  J.  J. 
Marsh.  (Ky.)  185,  20  Am.  Dee.  251. 

6.  Meeker  v.  Post  Printing,  etc.,  Co., 
55  Colo.  356,  135  Pae.  457,  Ann.  Caa. 
1915A  126. 
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mitigation  of  damagee  unless  it  appears  to  have  been  based  on  infor- 
mation dOTived  from  a  reliable  source,  and  that  it  must  be  shown 

that  the  charge  was  made  after  due  investigation  of  the  matter  to 
which  it  related/  and  that  the  defendant  was  free  from  negligence 
in  making  the  same.*  But  it  has  been  held  that  where  ti^e  libel 
charged  by  the  plaintiff  was  the  accusing  him  of  keeping  a  house 
of  prostitution,  bonds  given  by  him  as  a  surety  on  behalf  of  public 
prostitutes  for  their  appearance  in  proceedings  against  them  for  the 
keeping  of  a  disorderly  house  should  be  received  in  evidence,  for 
the  purpose  of  mitigating  damages.*  There  is  some  authority  to  the 
effect  that  while  facte  and  circumstances  may  be  shown  in  mitigation 
when  they  tend  to  disprove  malice  and  do  not  tend  to  form  a  link 
in  the  chain  of  evidence  to  prove  a  justification,  facts  inducing  a 
belief  in  the  truth,  of  the  charges  made  are  not  admissible  even  in 
mitigation  of  damages.^* 

209.  Retraction. — Aa  a  retraction  tends  to  show  absence  of  malice, 
and  since  it  may  be  found  to  have  diminished  materially  the  damage 
caused  by  a  libel  or  slander,  it  is  generally  admissible  in  mitigation 
of  damages.^'  But  a  retraction  published  after  suit  has  been  instituted 
has  been  held  not  to  mitigate  the  damages.**  Moreover,  since  evi- 
dence of  a  retraction  is  admitted  in  mitigation  of  damages  on  the 
theory  that  it  tends  to  negative  the  existence  of  act,ual  malice,  it  fol- 
lows that  such  evidence  of  retraction  can  be  received  in  mitigation 
of  exemplary  damans  only.'*  The  retraction  of  libels  is  a  subject 
which  has  been  regulated  by  statute  in  recent  years,  particularly 
with  reference  to  newspapers.** 

210.  Provocation  or  Passion. — For  the  purpose*  of  mitigating  the 
damages  recoverable,  the  defendant,  in  an  action  for  libel  or  slander, 
may  show  that  his  misconduct  was  provoked  by  the  conduct  of  the 
plaintiff.'*  This  principle  has  been  applied  in  numerous  instances 
where  the  act  of  the  defendant  resulted  from  a  prior  defamation  of 
such  defendant  by  tiie  plaintiff/*  and  is  particularly  true  when  the 

7.  Edwards  v.  San  Jose  Printing,  Chronicle  Fob.  Co.,  65  Wash.  1,  117 
etc.,  Soc,  99  Cal.  431,  34  Pae.  128,  37  Pac.  596,  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  636. 

A.  S.  K.  70;  Sanders  v.  Johnson,  6  Note:  15  A.  S.  R.  340. 

Blackf.  (Ind.)  50,  36  Am.  Dec.  564.  For  circumstances  under  which  a  re- 

8.  Allen  v.  Pioneer  Press  Co.,  40  traction  is  a  defense,  sec  snpra,  par. 
Minn.  117,  41  N.  W.  936,  12  A.  8.  R.  72. 

707,  3  L.R.A.  532.  12.  Evening  News  Ass'n  v.  Tryon, 

9.  Cooffler  v.  Rhodee,  38  Pla.  240,  42  Mich.  549,  4  N.  W.  267,  36  Am. 
21  So.  109,  56  A.  S.  R.  170.  Rep.  450. 

10.  Purple  V.  Horton,  13  Wend.  (N.  13,  Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  86. 
Y.)  9,  27  Am.  Dec.  167.  14.  See  supra,  par.  73,  96. 

11.  Tresca  t.  Maddox,  11  La.  Ann.  16.  Prentiss  v.  Shaw,  56  Me.  427,  96 
206,  66  Am.  Dec.  198;  Ellis  v.  Brock-  Am.  Dec.  475. 

ton  Pub.  Co.,  198  Mass.  538,  84  N.  E.  Notes:  28  L.R.A.  724  :  4  Ann.  Cas. 

1018,  126  A.  S.  R.  454,  15  Ann.  Cas.  923. 

83  and  note;  Coffman  T.  Spokane  16.  Patton  t.  Crace,  72  Ark.  421,  81 
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act  of  the  plaintiff  caused  the  defendant  to  utter  tbe  words  in  question 
in  the  heat  of  passion  or  ezcitemenl^'  It  has  been  held,  however, 
that  passion  cannot  be  shown  in  mitigation  if  there  had  been  au 
opportunity  for  hot  blood  to  cool ;  in  fact  it  would  appear  that  the 
act  of  the  plaintiff  must  have  been  coincident  with  the  speaking  of  the 
slanderous  words  by  the  defendant  or  nearly  concurrent  therewith.^* 
Thus,  evidence  of  provocation  on  the  evening  before  the  slanderous 
words  were  uttered  has  been  held  inadmissible,"  as  has  been  also  evi- 
dence that,  during  the  six  years  prior  to  the  suit,  inveterate  feelings  of 
hostility  had  existed  between  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant,  and 
that  the  plaintiff  had  taken  every  opportunity  to  irritate  the  defend- 
ant.' An  answer  alleging  that  a  publication  which  induced  the 
words  in  question  was  made  the  day  before  the  latter  were  uttered, 
but  not  stating  when  it  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  defendant,  may 
properly  be  stricken  out*  Furthermore,  it  has  been  held  ihat  previous 
publications  by  the  plaintiff  are  not  admissible  in  an  action  for  libel, 
unless  the  defendant's  publication  was  in  the  nature  of  an  answer 
to  or  a  commentary  on  the  plaintiff's  writing,  and  therefore  partook 
of  the  nature  of  a  privileged  publication.*  The  fact  that  the  plaintiff 
was  not  responsible  for  &e  passion  of  the  defendant  has  been  held 
to  prevent  tiie  existence  of  such  passion  from  being  dhown  in  mitigar 
tion  of  damages.^ 

211.  Other  Publications. — ^According  to  many  authorities,  the 
defendant  in  an  action  for  libel  or  slander  may  show  other  publica- 
tions, made  prior  to  his  own  and  to  the  same  effect,  in  mitigation 
of  damages,*  the  ground  being  that  such  evidence  tends  to  show 

S.  W.  380,  106  A.  S.  R.  46,  65  L.R.A.  1.  Porter  t.  Henderson,  11  Hioh.  20, 

937;  Hartford  t.  State,  96  Ind.  461,  82  Am.  Dec.  59  and  note. 

49  Am.  Rep.  185 ;  Brewer  v.  Chase,  2.  Qninby  t.  Minneaota  Tribune  Co., 

121  Mich.  626,  80  N.  W.  576,  80  A.  38  Minn.  528,  38  N.  W.  623,  8  A.  8. 

S.  B.  627  and  note,  46  LJt.A.  397;  R.  693  and  note. 

De  Camp  ▼.  Arehibald,  60  Ohio  St  3.  Maynard  v.  Beardsley,  7  Wend. 

618,  35  N.  E.  1066,  40  A.  S.  B.  692.  (N.  Y.)  660,  22  Am.  Dee.  595.  As  to 

See  sopra,  par.  113, 114.  what  are  privil^;ed  commnnieations, 

17.  Mousler  t.  Harding,  33  Ind.  176,  see  generally,  par.  74  et  seq. 

5  Am.  Bep.  195,  overmled  on  anotiier  4.  Shock^  v.  IfoCanlar,  101  Md. 
point  by  Bonham  t.  Keen,  40  Ind.'  461,  61  AtL  588,  4  Ann.  Cfas.  921  and 
197;  Jauch  v.  Janch,  60  Ind.  135,  19  note. 

Am.  Bep.  699;  Newman  t.  Stein,  75  6.  Bailey  t.  Hyde,  3  Conn.  463,  8 
Hieh.  402,  42  N.  W.  956,  13  A.  8.  B.  Am.  Dec.  202;  Calloway  V.  Uiddleton, 
447  and  note.  2  A  K.  Mamb.  (Ky.)  372,  12  Am. 

18.  Qoinby  ▼.  Minnesota  Tribnne  Dee.  409 ;  Evans  t.  Smith,  6  T.  B.  Mon. 
Co.,  38  Minn.  628,  38  N.  W.  623,  8  (Ky.)  363,  17  Am.  Dec-  74;  Shilling 
A.  S.  B.  693  and  note.  t.  Carson,  27  Md.  176,  92  Am.  Dec 

19.  Moore  v.  Clay,  24  Ala.  235,  60  632;  Farr  r.  Basco,  9  Mieh.  353,  80 
Am.  Dec  461  and  note.  Am.  Dec.  88;  Hewitt  t.  Pioneer-Pr^ 

20.  Sbefflll  T.  Van  Deosen,  16  Gray  Co.,  23  Minn.  178,  23  Am.  Bep.  680; 
(Mass.)  485,  77  Am.  Dee.  377  and  Sheibley  Huse,  76  Neb.  811,  106  N. 
note.  W.  10^  13  Ann.  Gas.  376;  Cook  t. 

B.C.L.Vol.XVn.— 29.  449 


Digitized  by  Google 


8  2U 


LIBEL  AND  SLAKD£B 


17  R.  C.  L. 


want  of  actual  malice  or  bad  faith  iu  many  instances.*  Thus,  it  has 
been  hold  that  a  newspaper  publisher  when  sued  for  libel  may  show, 
in  mitigation  of  damages,  that  prior  to  publishing  the  alleged  libel 
he  had  seen  the  same  matter  in  other  newspapers.'  Some  authorities, 
however,  have  denied  the  right  to  show  other  publications  in  mitiga- 
tion of  damages  in  actions  for  libel  or  slander,^  while  many  others 
have  placed  certain  limitations  around  the  exercise  of  the  right  Thus, 
it  has  been  held  that  before  the  defendant  can  mitigate  damages  by 
proving  that  the  statement  published  by  him  was  received  from  other 
persons,  he  must  give  the  source  of  his  information,  and  show  that 
his  informants  were  possessed  of  such  character  and  standing  as 
would  command  a  belief  in  the  txnth  of  their  utterances.*  More- 
over, it  has  been  held  that  other  publications  cannot  be  shown  in 
mitigation,  except  when  the  defendant's  libel  refers  to  and  professes 
on  its  face  to  be  based  on  the  former  one,^**  or  to  have  some  con- 
nection therewith,^^  and  that  it  is  error  to  instruct  the  jury  that  they 
may  consider  the  fact  of  the  defendant's  having  derived  his  informa- 
tion from  others,  when  tiie  article  complained  of  as  libelous  professes 
to  be  based  on  the  defendant's  own  knowledge."  It  has  been  held 
that  all  the  circumstances  attending  the  hearing  of  a  slander  when 

Barklw,  2  N.  J.  L  169,  2  Axa.  Dee.  13  Aim.  Cas.  376.   But  see  Sheahan 

343;  Hoboken  Printing,  etc.,  Go.  t.  v.  Collins,  20  HI.  325,  71  Am.  Dee. 

Kahn,  58  N.  J.  L.  359,  33  Ati.  382,  271,  holding  that  the  pnblieation  of  a 

1060,  55  A.  S.  B.  609  and  note;  Upton  similar  artiele  in  another  newspaper 

V.  Hume,  24  Ore.  420,  33  Pac  810,  41  cannot  be  shown  in  mitigation  of  dajn- 

A.  S.  R.  863,  21  LJI.A.  493;  Runkle  ages. 

V.  Meyer,  3  Yeates  (Pa.)  518,  2  Am.  8.  Sheahan  t.  Gollms,  20  HI.  325,  71 

Dec.  393;  Ingalls  t.  Morrissey,  154  Am.  Dec  271;  Anthony  t.  Stephens, 

Wis.  632,  143  N.  W.  681,  Ann.  Cas.  1  Mo.  254,  13  Am.  Dec.  497  and  note. 

1915D   S99.     Compare   Coleman   v.  But  compare  Callahan  v.  Ingram,  122 

Soathwick,  9  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  45,  6  Mo.  355,  26  S.  W.  1020,  43  A.  S.  R. 

Am.  Dec.  253,  wherein  it  was  held  583,  whwein  it  is  held  that  in  an 

in  an  action  for  libel  that  the  testi-  action    for    slander    statements  by 

mony  of  a  witness  that  he  had  heard  others  than  the  defendant  abont  the 

the  defendant  ask  another  if  he  had  matter  respecting  which  the  slanderous 

'   not  seen  the  alleged  matter  published  words  were  spoken  are  admissible  in 

in  the  plaintiff's  paper  was  inadmis-  evidence  to  show  want  of  actual  malice, 

sible  in  mitigation  of  damages,  being  '   9.  Edwards  t.  San  Jose  Printing, 

in  the  nature  of  secondary  and  mferior  etc.,  Co.,  99  Gal.  431,  84  Pac  128,  §1 

evidence.  A.  S.  R.  70. 

6.  Amott  V.  Standard  Ass'n,  67  10.  Burt  v.  Advertiser  Newspaper 
Conn.  86, 17  Atl.  361,  3  L.R.A.  69  and  Co.,  154  Mass.  238,  28  N.  E.  1,  13 
note;  Upton  v.  Hume,  24  Ore.  420,  33  L.R.A.  97. 

Pac.  810,  41  A.  S.  R.  863,  21  L.R.A.  11.  McDuff  v.  Detroit  Evening  Joor- 

493.  nal  Co.,  84  Mich.  1,  47  N.  W.  671,  22 

7.  Amott  V.   Standard   Ass'n,   57  A.  S.  R.  673. 

Conn.  86,  17  Atl.  361,  3  L.R.A.  69  and  12.  Dom  v.  Cooper,  139  la.  742, 117 

note;  Hewitt  v.  Pioneer  Press  Co.,  23  N.  W.  1,  118  N.  W.  35,  16  Ann.  Cas. 

Minn.  178,  23  Am.  Rep.  680;  Sheibiey  744. 
v.  Huse,  75  Neb.  811,  106  N.  W.  1028, 
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i(  was  first  uttered  and  the  manner  of  repeating  it  are  to  be  considered 
by  the  jury  on  the  question  of  mitigation  of  damages/*  and  it  ia  of 
course  necessary  for  the  defendant  to  show  that  he  had  heard  other 
pubUcations,  which  he  attempts  to  offer  in  mitigation  of  damages.^* 
A  defendant  cannot  offer  in  evidence  in  mitigation  of  damages  the 
recovery  of  damages  by  the  plaintiff  against  such  defendant  in 
another  action  for  a  libel  published  in  one  of  the  series  of  the  same 
paper,  which  contained  the  same  libelous  words  as  were  charged  in 
the  case  at  bar.'* 

212.  Reports  or  Rumon. — General  rumors^  suspiciona  or  reports  to 

the  effect  that  the  plaintiff  has  been  guilty  of  the  acts  charged 
against  him  by  the  defendant  have  been  held  admissible  for  the 
purpose  of  mitigating  damages,  as  bearing  on  the  value  of  the  plain- 
tiff's character,^'  but  it  has  been  held  that  rumors  currently  circulated 
and  reported  only  in  the  neighborhood  where  the  plaintiff  lives  are 
not  admissible  for  such  purpose."  Other  courts,  however,  hold  that 
general  reports  of  the  truth  of  the  charge  in  question  are  not  admis- 
sible, in  mitigation  of  damages,  as  evidence  of  the  bad  diaracter  of 
the  plaintiff,  or  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  charge,  or  for  any  purpose,'* 
especially  when  the  general  issue  only  or  when  justification  has 
been  pleaded.' 

213.  Bad  Character  of  PlaintifE^Proof  of  the  plaintiff's  general 
bad  character  is  held  adnussible,  in  this  country,  by  the  great  weight 
of  authority,  in  actions  for  libel  or  slander,  in  mitigation  of  dam- 
ages,' such  evidence  not  being  confined  to  the  plaintiff's  character 

13.  Buterwood  t.  Qnin,  2  Brer.  (S.  Me.  493,  33  Atl.  9,  47  A.  S.  B.  344; 

C.)  64,  3  Am.  Dee.  700.  Wolcott  t.  Hall,  6  Maaa.  614,  4  Am. 

'    14.  Brewer  v.  Chase,  121  Mich.  526,  Dec.  173;  Alderman  v.  French,  1  Pick. 

80  N.  W.  676,  80  A.  S.  B.  527,  46  (Mass.)  1,  11  Am.  Dec  114;  Bigley 

L.R.A.  397.  V.  National  Fidelity,  etc.,  Co.,  94  Neb. 

16.  TiUotson     Cheetham,  3  Johns.  813,  144  N.  W.  810,  50  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

(N.  Y.)  66,  3  Am.  Deo.  459.  1040;  Pease  v.  Sbippen,  80  Pa.  St. 

16.  Treat  v.  Browning,  4  Conn.  408,  513,  21  Am.  Rep.  116. 

10  Am.  Dee.  156  and  note;  Coogler  v.     Note:  38  L.BA.(K.S.)  llfiL 
Rhodes,  38  Fla.  240,  21  So.  109,  56     19.  Alderman  v.  French,  1  Pick. 

A.  S.  R.  170;  Calloway  v.  Middleton,  (Mass.)  1,  11  Am.  Dec.  114;  Anthony 
2  A.  K.  Marsh.  (Ky.)  872,  12  Am.  v.  Stephens,  1  Mo.  254,  13  Am.  Dec. 
Dec  409  and  note;  Hart  v.  Reed,  1  497. 

B.  Hon.  (Ky.)  166,  35  Am.  Dec  179;  1.  Wolcott  v.  Hall,  6  Mass.  514,  4 
Fair  T.  Rasoo,  9  Mich.  353,  80  Am.  Am.  Dec  173.  See  also  Sanders  v. 
Dec  88  »nd  note;  Wetfasrbea  v.  Marah,  Johnson,  6  Blackf.  (Ind.)  50,  36  Am. 
20  K.  H.  661,  51  Am.  Dec  244  and  Dee.  564,  wherein  evidence,  in  an  action 
note;  Cook  v.  Berkley,  2  N.  J.  L.  169,  for  slander,  of  prior  reports  ehaiging 
2  Am,  Dec.  343.  See  tiao  next  succeed-  the  plaintiff  with  the  same  crime  im- 
ing  paragraph.  putcu  to  him  by  the  defmdant,  without 

17.  Gray  v.  Elzroth,  10  Ind.  App.  any  offer  to  explain  their  extent  or 
587,  37  N.  E.  551,  53  A.  S.  R.  400  effect  on  the  plamtiff's  diaracter,  was 
and  note.  held  inadmissible  in  mitigation  of  dam- 

18.  Sheahan  v.  Collins,  20  III.  325,  ages  under  a  plea  of  justification. 
71  Am.  Dec.  271;  Sickra  v.  Small,  87     2.  Waters  v.  Jones,  3  Port.  (Ala.) 
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in  reqMCt  to  tbo  matters  cbaiged.'  On  ibo  other  hand  the  defendant 
is  of  course  entitled  to  introduce  evidenoe  tending  to  show  that  the 

plaintiff  had  the  general  r^utation  of  being  guilty  of  the  offense 
charged  and  it  U  not.  sufficient  for  the  court  to  admit  evidence  show- 
ing merely  that  the  plaintiff's  general  reputation  for  honesty,  fair 
dealing,  and  integrity  was  bad.*  This  general  principle  respecting 
the  admissibility  of  evidence  as  to  the  plaintiff's  bad  character  appears 
to  be  rejected  in  England  and  Canada.*  In  order  to  authorize  the 
admission  of  such  evidence  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  matter  should 
be  alleged  as  a  defense;  it  may  be  received  under  the  general  issue 
or  general  denial,*  even  though  justification  is  pleaded,^  and  the 
court  may  permit  such  evidence  to  be  introduced  after  the  plain- 
tiff's rebuttal  of  the  evidence  in  justification.* 

214.  Connection  between  Evidence  of  Plaintiff's  Bad  Character  and 
Charge. — ^Even  where  the  rule  is  accepted  that  the  bad  character  of 
the  plaintiff  may  be  shown  in  mitigation  of  damages,  the  defendant 
is  not  permitted  to  show  particular  acts  of  misconduct  by  the  plain- 
tiff, not  connected  with  the  words  for  which  recovery  is  sought,* 

442,  29  Am.  Dee.  261  and  note;  She&-  Ann.  Gaa.  988. 
han  V.  CoUins,  20  Ul.  325, 71  Am.  Dee.     5.  Note:  38  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1178. 
271  and  note;  MeOee  v.  Sodosky,  5     6.  Tracy  v.  Hacket,  19  Ind.  App. 

J.  J.  Marsh.  (Ky.)  185,  20  Am.  Dec  133,  49  N.  E.  185,  65  A.  S.  E.  398  and 

251;  Sickra  v.  Small,  87  Me.  493,  33  note  ;  Parkhuret  v.  Ketchum,  6  AUeo 

Atl.  9,  47  A.  8.  B.  344  and  note;  (Mass.)  406,  83  Am-  Dec  639;  Pease 

Shilling  V.  Carson,  27  Md.  175,  92  Am.  v.  Shippen,  80  Pa.  St.  613,  21  Am. 

Dec  632 ;  Lamed  v.  Buffinton,  3  Mass.  Sep.  116. 

546  3  Am.  Dec.  185;  Bathrick     D^     7  Note:  38  L.B.A.(N.S.)  1185. 
troit  Post,  etc,  Co.,  50  Mich.  629,  16     ^  „  „  ^„ 

N.  W.  172,  45  Am.  Rep.  63;  Wether-  «A?*^°®  ^i.^'^^'  (Mass.)- 

bee  V.  Marsh,  20  N.  H.  561,  51  Am.  86,  39  Am.  Deo.  762  and  note. 
Deo.  244  and  note;  King  t.  Root,  4     9.  Sheahan  v.  Collins,  20  UL  325,  71 

Wend.  (N.  Y.)  113,  21  Am.  Dec  102  Am.  Dec  271;  Robertson  v.  Hamilton, 

and  note;  Ma>-nard  v.  Beardaley,  7  16  Ind.  App.  328,  45  N.  E.  46,  59 

Wend.  (N.  Y.)  560,  22  Am.  Dec  595.  A.  S.  R.  319  and  note;  Fountain  v. 

Notes:  13  Am.  Dec  499;  16  A.  S.  B.  West,  23  la.  9,  92  Am.  Dec  405,  over- 

342;  10  Ann.  Gas.  219.  ruled  on  another  point  by  Rilev  v. 

3.  Eastland  v.  CaldweU,  2  Bibb  Norton,  65  la.  306,  21  N.  W.  649; 
(Ky.)  21,  4  Am.  Dec.  668;  Xiamos  v.  Register  Newspaper  Co.  v.  Stone,  102 
Snell,  6  N,  H.  413,  25  Am.  Dec  468  S.  W.  800,  31  Ky.  L.  Rep.  468,  11 
and  note.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  240;  Shilling  v.  Carson, 

4.  Wood  V.  Custer,  86  Kan.  387,  121  27  Md.  175,  92  Am.  Dec.  632;  Park- 
Pac  355,  38  L.R.A.(N.S.)  U76  and  hurst  v.  Ketchum,  6  Allen  (Mass.)  406, 
note;  Sickra  v.  Small,  87  Me.  493,  33  83  Am,  Dec.  639;  Wolcott  v.  Hall,  6 
Atl.  9,  47  A.  8.  R.  344  and  note;  Mass.  514,  4  Am.  Dec.  173;  Lydiard 
Shilling  V.  Carson,  27  Md.  175,  92  Am.  v.  Daily  News  Co.,  110  Minn.  140,  124 
Dec.  632  and  note;  Anthony  v.  Steph-  N.  W.  985,  19  Ann.  Cas.  986  and  noU; 
ens,  1  Mo.  254,  13  Am.  Dec  497  and  Krulic  v.  Patcoff,  122  Minn.  517,  142 

note;B  v.  J  ,  22  Wis.  372,  N.  W.  897,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  1056; 

94  Am.  Dec.  604  and  note  Lamos  v.  Snell,  6  N.  H.  413,  25  Am. 

Notes:  38  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1180;  19  Dec  468  and  note;  Eifert  v.  Sawyer, 
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although  it  is  generally  agreed  that  the  defendant  may  show  the  bad 
character  or  reputation  of  the  plaintiff  in  reference  to  ihe  particular 
matters  diarged.^*  But  even  such  evidence  must  relate  not  to  specific 
acts,  but  to  general  character."  For  example,  in  an  action  for 
representing  a  person  as  unworthy  of  credit,  the  defendant  cannot 
prove  how  many  persons  tiie  plaintiff  owed.^*  The  reason  for  this 
rule  is  that  a  party  to  an  kction  is  presumed  always  to  be  ready  to 
defend  his  general  character,  but  not  to  meet  a  particular  charge 
not  directly  involved  in  the  issue,  when  he  has  no  notice  that  the 
adverse  party  intends  to  use  the  same  as  evidence  against  him.^' 
Moreover,  the  proof  must  at  all  events  bear  some  relation  to  the 
words  published.  Thus,  the  fact  that  the  plaintiff  is  a  quarrelsome 
woman  cannot  be  shown  for  the  purpose  of  mitigating  damages  in 
an  action  based  on  charges  of  unchastity  against  her.**  Similarly, 
in  an  action  for  charging  a  person  with  passing  counterfeit  money, 
evidence  that  the  plaintiff  is  a  habitual  litigant  is  inadmissible.^* 
There  is,  however,  authority  to  the  effect  that,  although  a  defendant 
cannot  ^ow,  in  mitigation  of  damages  for  a  specific  libel,  other  and 
discminected  immoralities  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  and  must 
confine  himself  to  attacking  only  the  plaintiff's  general  character,  if 
two  charges  relate  to  the  same  subject  matter,  are  not  disconnected 
and  independent,  and  only  one  is  submitted  to  the  jury,  alUiough 
(he  other  was  counted  on  and  justified  in  the  answer,  it  is  reversible 
error  not  to  permit  the  defendant,  in  mitigation  of  damages  on  the 
charge  submitted,  to  give  evidence  supporting  the  other  charge.'* 
Proof  as  to  the  reputation  of  the  plaintiff  must  also  relate  to  such 
reputation  as  he  had  prior  to  the  time  of  the  slander  or  libel. A 
plaintiff's  general  bad  character  subsequent  to  the  speaking  of  the 
words  complained  of  cannot  be  proved,  even  though  such  character 
could  not  possibly  have  been  caused  by  the  words  spoken,  as  where 
the  charge  was  that  the  plaintiff  was  a  thief,  and  it  was  sought  to  be 
proved  that  she  was  subsequently  reputed  to  be  a  common  prostitute.^* 

2  Nott  ft  HeC.  (S.  a)  OU,  10  Am.  15.  Pahneri  v.  Manhattan  B.  Co.,  133 

Dec  633.  N.  T.  261,  30  N.  E.  1001,  28  A.  S.  R. 

Notes:  38  UB.A.(N.S.)  1183;  19  632,  16  LJl^.  136. 

Ann.  Cas.  990.  16.  Hohnes  v.  Jones,  147  N.  T.  59, 

10.  See  preceding  paragraph.  41  N.  E.  409,  49  A.  8.  B.  646. 

11.  Dowie  T.  Priddle,  216  111.  653,  17.  Dodge  v.  QUman,  122  Minn.  177, 
75  N.  E.  243,  3  Ann.  Caa.  626.  142  N.  W.  147,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  894, 

12.  Muetze  v.  Tuteur,  77  Wis.  236,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1098  and  note;  B  • 

46  N.  W.  123,  20  A.  8.  R.  115,  9  L.R.A.  v.  J  ,  22  Wis.  372,  94  Am.  Dec. 

86.  604. 

13.  Note:  19  Ann.  Cas.  990.  Note:  38  L.R.A.(N.8.)  1184. 

14.  Hosley  t.  Brooks,  20  111.  116,  71  18.  Douglass  v.  Tousey,  2  Wend.  (N. 
Am.  Dee.  252.  Y.)  352,  20  Am.  Dec.  616  and  note. 
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Mere  rumors  or  reports  are  not  admissible  as  evidence  of  the  plain- 
tiff's bad  character." 

215.  Poverty  of  Defendant. — ^As  to  the  right  of  the  defendant  in 
an  action  for  Ubel  or  slander  to  prove  his  poverty  in  mitigation  of 
damages,  the  decisions  are  in  some  conflict  Such  proof  is  of  course 
not  permitted  in  jurisdictions  where  proof  of  the  defendant's  wealth 
is  not  admissible.^**  It  has  also  been  held  that  where  the  plaintiff 
has  made  no  .effort  to  swell  his  damages  by  showing  the  defendant's 
wealth  the  defendant  is  not  entitled  to  show  his  poverty.  On  the 
other  hand  it  has  been  held  that  if  it  is  competent  for  die  plaintiff 
to  prove  the  defendant's  wealth  to  increase  his  damages,  it  is  equally 
competent  for  the  defendant  to  show  a  want  of  it  to  diminish  them ; 
and  the  waiving  of  the  ri^t  by  the  one  is  no  reason  why  it  should 
be  t^en  from  the  other.*  Where  exemplary  damages  are  claimed 
evidence  of  the  defendant's  poverty  has  been  held  admissible  in 
mitigation.* 

XII,  Slander  of  Title  <Ht  Disparaqemknt  op  Propbbtt 

216.  Slander  of  Title. — An  action  for  slander  of  title  is  an  action 
for  special  damage  sustained  by  reason  of  the  speaking  of  slander  of 
the  plaintiff's  title  to  property.  The  action,  in  its  nature,  is  not 
properly  for  words  spokra  or  for  a  libel  written  or  published,  but 
is  in  the  nature  of  an  action  of  trespass  on  the  case  for  special  dam- 
ages sustained  by  reason  of  the  act  of  the  defendant  The  cause 
of  action  is  denominated  slander  of  title  by  a  sort  of  figure  of  speech 
in  which  the  title  is  personified  and  made  subject  to  many  of  the 
rules  applicable  to  personal  slander  when  the  words  themselves  are 
not  actionable.'  The  action  lies  for  tibe  slander  of  title  to  personalty 
as  well  as  realty.*  Numerous  illustrations  of  circumstances  giving 
rise  to  Uie  action  may  be  given.  For  example,  it  lies  for  claiming 
a  lease  on  the  plaintiff's  property,  thereby  preventing  its  lease  to 
another;  for  forbidding  an  auction  sale  of  land  on  the  ground  that 
the  party  offering  it  has  no  right  to  sell  it; '  or  for  alleging,  on  the 
part  of  a  former  owner,  insanity  or  an  illegal  marriage  which  would 

19.  Note:  19  Ann.  Cas.  989.  jactitation  of  titl^  the  object  of  whidi 

20.  See  supra,  par.  201.  is  to  force  a  par^  not  in  possesaioa 

1.  Note :  Ann.  Cas.  1915B  1160.        who  yet  asserts  a  right  out  of  court  to 

2.  Bea  v.  Harrington,  58  Yt  181,  2  come  into  court  and  disclaim  or  assert 
Atl.  475,  56  Am.  Rep.  561.  the  right  judicially.  Atdiafalya  Land 

8.  Wilson  V.  Dubois,  35  Minn.  471,  Co.  v.  Browuell-Drews  Lomber  Co.,  130 
29  N.  W.  68,  59  Am.  Rep.  335.  La.  657,  58  So.  500,  Ann.  Cas.  1913G 

Note:  87  Am.  Dec  562.  1358  and  note. 

In  LouiHiana  the  procedure  to  re-     4.  Note:  87  Am.  Dec  562. 
cover  damag:es  for  slander  of  title  to     6.  Gent  v.  Lynch,  23  Hd.  68,  87  Am. 
land  is  by  what  is  termed  an  action  of  Dec.  558  and  note, 
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render  the  title  defective.*  Interference  with  the  ownersh^  of  land 
by  advertising  and  selling  it  under  a  fraudulent  mortgage  and  notify- 
ing tenants  not  to  pay  rent  to  the  owner  also  constitutes  an  actionable 
wiong,^  and  it  has  been  held  that  damages  caused  by  a  wrongful  suit 
by  the  vendor,  attacking  the  title  of  his  purchaser,  may  be  deducted 
from  the  purchase  money  otherwise  due  to  the  said  vendor.*  A 
judgment  creditor  has  the  right  at  a  sale  under  his  judgment  to  state 
any  facte  within  his  knowledge  respecting  the  property  about  to  be 
sold  aud  relating  to  the  title,  possession,  or  right  to  possession  thereof, 
but  he  has  no  right  to  give  his  opinion  or  state  his  legal  conclusion 
that  the  defendant  has  no  title  and  that  the  purchaser  will  take  noth- 
ing by  the  sale.  To  permit  a  judgnient  creditor  to  do  this  would  be 
to  permit  him  to  defeat  the  right  of  the  judgment  debtor  to  have  the 
property  sold  for  whatever  an  unalarmed  purchaser  might  prove 
willing  to  pay.*  An  action  lies  also  for  a  malicious  charge  that  the 
plaintiff  has  infringed  the  patent  rights  of  the  defendant,  thereby  in- 
juring the  plaintiff  in  the  sale  of  his  merchandise,^  or  for  a  charge  of 
infringement  of  copyright,  thereby  preventing  the  sale  of  books  of 
the  plaintiff,^'  or  where  the  charge  involves  an  infringement  of  a 
trademark.^'  In  order  to  show  that  the  words  uttered  have  caused 
injury  to  the  plaintiff,  it  has  been  held  necessary,  generally,  to  aver 
and  show  that  they  were  uttered  pending  some  treaty  or  public  auction 
for  the  sale  of  Hie  property,  and  that  thereby  some  intending  pur- 
chaser was  prevented  from  bidding  or  competing,  and  that,  where 
words  slandering  a  title  are  uttered  after  a  sale  of  land  has  been 
completed,  or  agreed  upon  and  contracted  for,  so  as  to  give  the  plain* 
tiff  a  contract  capable  of  being  enforced,  he  does  not  suffer  any  action- 
able damage  from  their  utterance,  although  the  purchaser  was  thereby 
deterred  from  performing  his  contract  or  induced  to  violate  it,  since 
the  seller  may  obtain  relief  by  suing  the  purchaser.*' 

217.  Disparagement  of  Goods  or  Property.— The  term  disparage- 
ment of  goods  or  property  may  be  used  to  designate  charges  wherein 
no.  question  is  raised  as  to  ownership  or  title  of  property,  but  accusa- 
tions are  made  against  the  quality,  purity,  or  value  of  the  same.  A 
proceeding  to  recover  damages  for  such  conduct  has  been  termed 

6.  Note:  13  L.R.A.  707.  A.  S.  R.  476,  16  L.R.A.  243;  Hovey 

7.  Gore  v.  Condon,  87  Md.  368,  39  v.  Rubber  Tip  PeneU  Co.,  57  N.  Y. 
Atl.  1042,  67  A.  S.  B.  352,  40  LJU..  119,  15  Am.  Rep.  470,  wherein  the 
382.  action  waa  dismissed  on  other  grou^jds. 

8.  Akerly  v.  Vilaa,  23  Wis.  207,  99  11.  John  W.  Lovell  Co.  v.  Hough- 
Am.  Dec.  165.  ton,  U6  N.  Y.  520,  22  N.  B.  1066,  6 

9.  Brady  v.  Carteret  Realty  Co.,  67  L.R.A.  363. 

N.  J.  Eq.  641,  60  Atl.  938,  110  A.  S.      12.  Note:  13  L.R.A.  707. 

R.  502,  3  Ann.  Cas.  421.  13.  Burfcett  v.  Griffith,  90  Cal.  532, 

10.  Flint  T.  Hutchinson  Smoke  Bur-  27  Pac.  527,  26  A.  S.  B.  151,  13 
ner  Co.,  110  Mo.  492, 19  S.  W.  804,  33  L.R.A.  707. 
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a  suit  in  the  nolure  of  an  action  of  sland^  for  defamation  of  title.'* 
The  liability  of  the  defendant  in  such  cases  is  similar  to  that  in  actions 
for  slander  of  title.  When  the  defamatory  language  is  used  merely 
in  disparagement  of  a  person's  property  or  of  the  quality  of  the  articles 
which  he  manufactures  or  sells,  and  contains  no  imputation  upon 
him  as  an  individual,  or  in  respect  to  his  office,  profession,  or  trade, 
it  is  not  actionable  unless  special  damage  can  be  ^own.'*  But  when 
the  words  in  question  relate  to  the  person  of  the  plaintiff  or  to  his 
business,  the  action  is  then  an  ordinary  one  for  libel  or  slander  and 
is  governed  by  the  rules  applicable  thereto.**  For  example,  while 
a  charge  that  certain  e^  which  a  person  owns  are  rotten  might  not 
be  actionable  without  proof  of  special  damage,  a  false  statement  that 
a  vendor  of  edibles  sells  rotten  eggs  is  actionable  per  se.*'  Where 
an  owner  of  land  containing  an  iron  ore  mine  has  been  prevented 
from  making  an  advantageous  sale  of  the  same  by  misrepresentations 
to  a  proposed  buyer  that  the  mine  would  suddenly  run  out,  he  may 
recover  damages  from  the  person  who  made  the  misrepresentation.^^ 
A  false  and  malicious  publicatiw  that  a  horse  was  of  a  certain  age, 
when  the  defendant  knew  him  to  be  much  younger,  has  l>een  held 
actionable  on  proof  of  special  damage.^'  The  reckless  publication 
of  a  r^ort  that  a  certain  house  is  haunted  by  a  ghost  has  been  held 
to  raise  a  presumption  of  malice  suiBcient  to  support  an  action  by 
the  owner  of  the  house  to  recover  damages  for  the  depreciation  in 
the  value  of  the  property  and  loss  of  rent  resulting  from  the  publica- 
tion, and  for  expenses  incurred  by  the  owner  in  consequence  of  the 
publication,** 

218.  Necessity  of  Halice.— In  an  action  for  slander  of  title,  or  for 
disparagement  of  goods  or  property,  it  is  essential  that  the  plain- 
tiff prove  that  the  defendant  acted  maliciously  in  uttering  the  words 
in  question.'   It  has  been  held  that,  while  malice  is  not  necessarily 


14.  PauU  V.  Halferty,  63  Pa.  St.  46, 

3  Am.  Rep.  618. 

16.  Gott  V.  Pulsifer,  123  Mass.  236, 
23  Am.  R«p.  322;  Tborley's  Cattle 
Food  Co.  V,  Massam,  14  Ch.  D.  763, 
42  L.  T.  N.  S.  851,  28  W.  R.  966,  9 
Eng.  Rul.  Caa.  130  and  note;  White 
V.  Mellin,  [1895]  A.  C.  154,  64  L.  J. 
Ch.  308,  72  L.  T.  N.  S.  334,  43  W.  R. 
358,  9  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  150  and  note. 

16.  Victor  Safe,  etc,  Co.  v.  Deright, 
147  Fed.  211,  77  C.  C.  A.  437,  8  Ann. 
Cas.  809  and  note;  Waters-Pierce  Oil 
Co.  V.  BridweU,  103  Ark.  345,  147  S. 
W.  64,  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  837  and  note. 

Note:  13  Ii.R.A.  707. 

17.  Marino  v.  Di  Marco,  41  App. 


Cas.  (D.  C.)  76,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  1149 
and  note,  48  L.R.A.{N.S.)  1214  and 
note. 

18.  PauU  V.  Halferty,  63  Pa.  St  46, 
3  Am.  Rep.  518. 

19.  Wilson  V.  Dubois,  35  Minn.  471, 
29  N.  W.  68,  59  Am.  Rep.  335. 

20.  Manitoba  Free  Press  Co.  v. 
Nagy,  39  Can.  Sup.  Ct  340,  9  Ann. 
Cas.  816  and  note. 

1.  Walden  v.  Peters,  2  Rob.  (La.) 
331,  38  Am.  Dee.  213;  AtehafalaTE 
Land  Co.  v.  Brownell-Dnwa  Lumber 
Co.,  130  La.  657,  58  So.  600,  Ann. 
Cas.  1913G  1358;  Wilson  v.  Dubois, 
35  Minn.  471,  29  N.  W.  68,  69  Am. 
Rep.  336;  John  W.  Lovell  Co.  v. 
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presomed  from  the  falsity  of  the  statement  of  the  defendant,'  it  may 
'in  certain  cases  be  inferred  therefrom.'  A  bona  fide  claim  of  title  on 
the  part  of  the  defendant  is  generally  sufficient  to  rebut  any  implica- 
tion of  malice  in  making  the  utterance  in  question,*  and  one  who 
has  reasonable  ground  to  suppose  himself  possessed  of  the  legal  title 
to  lands,  or  of  an  equity  therein  which  would  enable  him  to  main- 
tain an  action  for  a  conveyance,  is  not  liable  in  damages  in  an  action 
for  slander  of  title.'  In  Uie  case  of  disparagement  of  goods,  the  fact 
that  the  defendant  sought  to  protect  his  own  goods  rather  than  to 
attack  the  plaintiff's  has  been  held  to  deprive  the  plaintiff  of  his 
right  to  recover,  on  the  ground  that  malice  is  negatived  in  such  a 
case,*  but  the  authorities  on  this  point  are  in  conflict' 

219.  By  and  against  Whom  Action  Maintainable. — An  action  for 
slander  of  titJe  tp  realty  is  maintainable  only  by  one  who  possesses 
an  estate  or  interest  in  the  property  against  one  who  maliciously  and 
falsely  denies  or  impugns  his  title  thereto,  by  reason  of  which  dam- 
age results  to  the  plaintiff.'  *  It  has  frequently  been  said  that  the 
right  to  sue  for  dander  of  title  is  conferred  on  the  one  in  posses- 
sion, and  that  if  the  plaintiff  is  not  in  possession  he  must  fail,'  but 
there  is  also  authority  to  the  effect  that  where  the  plaintiff  claims 
title  by  a  duly  recorded  instrument,  and  is  not  in  possession,  he 
may  maintain  an  action  for  slander  of  title  against  a  defendant, 
also  out  of  possession,  for  his  act  in  recording  title  to  the  same  prop- 
erty.*** Paying  taxes  year  after  year,  cutting  wood  and  making  staves 
tborefrom,  and  doing  any  other  acts  8^;nifying  ownership  of  land 
will  be  sufficient  evidence  of  titid  thereto  to  maintain  an  action  for 
slander  of  title.  Likewise  it  is  a  sufficient  showing  of  title  where 
the  plaintiff  proves  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  the  land,  or 
has  titie  by  adverse  possession,  or  has  a  successive  chain  of  title  with- 
out actual  possession,  or  leases  the  property,  collects  the  rents,  makes 
improvements,  and  exercises  all  powera  of  ownership,  without  dis- 
turbance from  any  source,  or  has  an  equitable  interest  in  the  land, 

Houghton,  116  N.  T.  520,  22  K  E.  Smith  v.  Spooner,  3  Tannt  246,  12 
1066,  6  L.R.A.  363  and  note;  Mani-  ,Rev.  Rep.  645,  9  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  173 
toba  "Free  Frees  Co.  v.  Nagy,  39  Can.  and  note. 

Sap.  Ct  340,  9  Ann.  Cas.  816.  5.  Walden  t.  Peters,  2  Bob.  (La.) 

Notes:  87  Am.  Dec.  562  ;  25  A.  S.  B.  331,  38  Am.  Dee.  213. 
159.  6.  Note:  87  Am.  Dee.  563. 

2.  HeDaniel  t.  Baca,  2  Cal.  326,  56     7.  Note:  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1220. 
Am.  Dee.  339  and  note.  8.  Notes:  87  Am.  Dec  562  ;  25  A. 

3.  Oott  V.  Pulsifer,  122  Mass.  235,  S.  R.  151;  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  1360. 

23  Am.  Rep.  322;  Manitoha  Free  Press  9.  Note:  Ann.  Gas.  1913G  1361, 
Co.  V.  Nagy,  39  Can.  Sup.  Ct.  340,  9  1362. 

Ann.  Cas.  816.  10.  Atchafalaya  Land  Co.  v.  Brow- 

Note:  13  L.B.A.  707.  nell-Drews  Lumber  Co.,  130  La.  657, 

4.  Hargrave  v.  Le  Breton,  4  Burr.  58  So.  500,  Ann.  Caa.  1913C  1358  and 
2422,  9  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  168  and  note;  note. 
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or  has  an  estate  or  interost  in  the  land  as  a  tenanf  An  action  for 
slander  of  title  lies  against  any  one  who  falsely  and  maliciously 
disparages  the  title  of  another,  and  thereby  causes  him  some  fecial 
pecuniary  loss  or  damage  as  the  direct  and  natural  result  of  the  words 
spoken,^'  but  it  has  been  held  that  an  action  for  verbal  slander  of 
title  to  land  cannot  be  maintained  against  two  persons  jointiy.^' 

220.  Pleadings  and  Proof. — ^The  complaint  in  an  action  for  slander 
of  title  must  set  out  the  words  charged  as  actionable,^*  and  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  property  respecting  which  the  defamatory  statements  have 
been  made.  The  plaintiff  must  also  aver  his  titie  to  the  property, 
and  state  distinctly  and  particularly  the  facts  which  show  wherein 
the  plaintiff  has  sustained  special  damage.'*  A  declaration  has  been 
held  bad  for  duplicity  when  it  states  in  one  count  a  good  cause  of 
action  for  interference  with  the  title  to  real  property  and  one  for 
injury  to  r^utation.'*  It  has  been  held  in  a  number  of  cases  that 
where  the  plaintiff  brings  an  action  to  recover  damages  for  slander 
of  title,  he  must  SLver  and  prove  titie  in  liimself  in  order  to  be  success- 
ful.*' When,  however,  the  defendant  claims  titie  to  the  land,  the 
burden  of  proof  rests  on  him  and  if  he  fails  to  prove  his  title,  judg- 
ment will  be  given  against  him.''  If  the  evidence  shows  that  the 
existence  of  the  title  allied  to  have  been  slandered  is  in  dispute  in  a 
prior  action  instituted  between  the  same  parties  for  the  purpose  of 
determining  their  rights  thereto,  the  defendant  is  entitled  to  a  non- 
suit." 

221.  Injunction. — The  right  to  enjoin  the  act  of  slander  of  titie  has 
been  denied,  where  there  is  no  interference  with  the  property  of  the 
complainant,  further  than  denying  his  right  to  the  same,**  and  no 
breach  of  trust  or  of  contract  involved,'  on  the  ground  that  a  court 
of  equity  has  no  power  to  restrain  a  slander  or  libel,  whether  of  a 
person  or  his  property.*'  The  mere  alleged  insolvency  of  the  defend- 

U.  Note:  Ann.  Gaa.  1913C  1362.        Note:  Ann.  Gas.  IfildC  1362. 

12.  Borkett  v.  Oriffith,  90  Cat  532,  18.  Notes:  25  A.  S.  B.  158;  Ann. 
27  Pao.  527, 26  A  S.  B.  151, 13  LA.A.  Cas.  1913C  1362. 

707.  19.  Note:  25  A.  8.  B.  158, 159. 

13.  Webb  V.  Ceoil,  9  B.  Mon.  (Ey.)  20.  Consumers'  Oas  Co.  v.  Kansas 
198,  48  Am.  Dee.  423.  City  Gaslight,  etc,  Co.,  100  Mo.  501, 

14.  Note:  87  Am.  Dee.  562.  13  S.  W.  874,  18  A.  S.  B.  663  and 
16.  Bnrkett  v.  Oriffith,  90  Cal.  632,  note. 

27  Pae.  627,  25  A  8.  B.  161, 13  LJIA.  1.  Reyes  v.  Middleton,  36  Fla.  90, 

707  and  note.  17  So.  937,  61  A.  S.  B.  17  and  note. 

Note:  87  Am.  Dee.  662.  29  L.B^.  66;  Boston  Diatite  Co.  v. 

16.  Oon  v.  Condon,  87  Md.  368,  39  Florence  Mfg.  Co.,  114  Mass.  69,  19 
Atl.  10^,  67  A.  8.  B.  352,  40  L.B.A.  Am.  Rep.  310. 

382.  2.  Flint  v.  Hntohinson  Smoke  Bnr- 

17.  Bnrkett  v.  Griffith,  90  Gal.  532,  ner  Co.,  110  Mo.  492, 19  S.  W.  804,  33 
27  Pac.  627, 26  A.  S.  B.  161, 13  LwBJL  A.  S.  B.  476  and  note,  16  L.B.A.  243 
707.  and  not& 

458 


Digitized  by  Google 


17  B.  C.  U 


UBEL  AKD  •  BLAia)£B 


ant  will  not  authorize  the  interference  of  a  court  of  equity.  In  such 
cases  thtf  remedy,  if  any,  has  been  declared  to  be  at  law.*  There  iSj 
however,  authority  to  die  contrary,  in  cases  wherein  the  defendant 
has  acted  in  bad  faitii,*  and  an  injunction  has  been  held  proper 
against  false  and  malicious  claims  of  tiUe  to  a  patent,  with  threats 
of  infringement  suits  against  the  customers  of  a  competitor,  where 
the  defoQdant  is  insolvent*  la  England,  an  injunction  has  been 
issued  to  restrain  a  false  publication  that  the  plaintiffs  were  offer- 
ing for  sale  an  inferior  imitatdon  of  the  defendant's  goods.* 

222.  Damages. — ^It  has  been  held  in  a  number  of  cases  that  in  an 
action  for  slander  of  title,  or  disparagement  of  goods,  the  plaintiff 
has  no  cause  of  action  unless  he  alleges  and  proves  special  damages.'' 
Where  the  loss  of  the  sale  of  the  property  is  claimed  and  relied  on 
as  special  damage  occasioned  by  the  disparagement,  it  is  indispensable 
to  allege  and  ^ow  a  loss  of  sale  to  some  particular  person.*  The 
owner  of  land  cannot  recover  as  damages  expenses  incurred  in  com- 
pelling a  purchaser  to  perform  a  binding  contract,  although  the  refusal 
on  the  part  of  the  purchaser  voluntarily  to  carry  out  his  contract 
may  have  been  induced  by  the  slander.*  Furthermore,  a  person  is 
not  liable  in  damages  for  statements  in  disparagement  of  the  tiUe 
to  another's  property  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  a  third  person  has 
been  thereby  deterred  from  purchasing  it,  unless  he  made  the  state- 
ments to  the  latter  or  directed  or  authorized  their  communication 
to  him.^*  Where  the  special  damage  alleged  is  the  loss  of  the  sale 
of  the  property,  evidence  of  its  value  as  a  scientific  curiosity,  or  for 
exhibition,  has  been  held  immaterial.^^  According  to  some  authori- 
ties the  expenses  necessarily  incurred  in  removing  a  cloud  on  the 
title  to  land  are  recoverable  as  damages  in  an  action  for  slander  of 
title.  Other  courts,  however,  take  the  contrary  view,^*  and  it  has 
been  held  that  attorney's  fees  are  not  recoverable  either  as  damages 

S.  Reyes  v.  Middleton,  36  Fla.  99,  105  Pac.  233,  21  Aim.  Cas.  220  and 
17  So.  937,  51  A.  S.  R.  17  and  note,  note;  Thorley's  Cattle  Pood  Co.  v. 
29  L.R.A.  66.  Massam,  14  Ch.  D.  763,  42  L.  T.  N.  S. 

4.  Note:  16  L.R.A.  243.  851,  28  W.  R.  966,  9  Eng.  Rul.  Cas. 

5.  Shoemaker  t.  '  South  Bend  Spark  130  and  note. 

Arrester  Co.,  135  Ind.  471,  35  N.  B.  Notea:  87  Am.  Dec  662;  13  L.R.A. 

280,  22  L.R.A.  332  and  note.  708. 

«.  Thorley's  Cattle  Food  Co.  v.  Mas-  8.  Wilson  v.  Dubois,  35  Minn.  471. 

sam,  14  Ch.  D.  763,  42  L.  T.  N.  S.  861,  29  N.  W.  68,  59  Am.  Rep.  335. 

28  W.  R.  966,  9  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  130.  9.  Note:  21  Ann.  Cas.  222. 

7.  Gott  V.  Polsifer,  122  Masa.  235.  10.  Burkett  v.  Griffith,  90  Cal.  532, 

23  Am.  Rep.  322;  Dudley  v.  Briggs,  27  Pac.  527,  26  A.  S.  R.  151, 13  L.R.A. 

141  Mass.  582.  6  N.  E.  717,  55  Am.  707  and  note. 

Rep.  494;  Dooling  v.  Budget  Pub.  Co.,  11.  Gott  v.  Pulsifer,  122  Mass.  236, 

144  Mass.  258,  10  N.  E.  809,  59  Am.  23  Am.  Rep.  322. 

Rep.  83;  Wilson  v.  Dubois,  35  Minn.  12.  Note:  21  Ann.  Cas.  223. 

471,  29  N.  W.  68,  59  Am.  Rep.  335; 

McGuinnesB  v.  Hai^^iss,  56  Wash.  162, 
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or  costs,  other  than  statutory.*'  Exemplary  damages  may  be  recov- 
ered in  an  action  for  slander  of  title,  where  they  are  justified  by  the 
evidence.'* 

Xin.  Criminal  Liability 

223.  In  General. — At  common  law,  the  offense  of  libel  is  punish- 
able as  crime.  This  rule  has  been  recognized  as  applicable  to  the 
institutions  and  form  of  government  in  diis  country,  so  that  indict- 
ments for  libel,  at  common  law,  have  been  sustained.''  Many  libels 
are  now  also  expressly  made  punishable  as  crimes  by  statute.  Thus, 
in  many  states,  various  devices  resorted  to  for  the  collection  of  debts 
have  been  made  criminally  libelous  by  statute,  as,  for  example,  the 
sending  of  an  envelope  through  the  mail  with  the  words  "bad  debt 
collection  agentgr"  on  it'*  A  statute  declaring  it  a  felony  for  one 
to  engage  in  editing,  publishing,  or  disseminating  a  paper  devoted 
mainly  to  the  publication  of  scandals,  immoral  conduct,  or  immoral 
assignations  has  been  held  not  unconstitutional  as  impairing  freedom 
of  speech  or  the  liberty  of  the  press."  A  person  may  be  held  crim- 
inally liable  for  libeling  a  corporation  as  well  as  a  person.'*  And 
it  is  not  necessary  that  Uie  libel  be  directed  against  a  certain  individ- 
ual. It  may  be  criminal  though  directed  against  a  family,''  or 
against  a  sect,  company,  or  class  of  persons  without  naming  any 
person  in  particular  who  may  belong  to  such  class,  such  as  the 
street  car  conductors  of  a  certain  city,"  on  the  ground  tiiat  such 
publications  tend  to  excite  persons  to  violence  and  to  provoke  a  breach 
of  the  peace.'  A  libel  of  two  or  more  persons,  although  not  asso- 
ciated together  in  business,  when  contained  in  a  single  writing,  and 
published  by  a  single  act,  has  been  held  to  constitute  but  a  single 
offense.*  Slander  i^pears  not  to  have  been  recognized  as  a  common 

13.  McOuinnesB  T.  Hargiss,  56  Wash.  135  Mo.  450,  37  S.  W.  123,  68  A.  S. 
162,  105  Pae.  233,  21  Ann.  Gas.  220  R.  589,  34  L.R.A.  127. 

and  note.  See  also  Doress,  vol.  9,  p.  722. 

14.  Note:  21  Ann.  Cas.  223.  17.  State  v.  Van  Wye,  136  Mo.  227, 
16.  State  V.  Bumham,  9  N.  H.  34,  37  S.  W.  938,  58  A.  S.  R.  627. 

31  Am.  Dec.  217.  18.  Boogher  v.  Life  Ass'n  of  Amer- 

Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1913E  1250.  lea,  75  Mo.  319,  42  Am.  Rep.  413. 

16.  Slater  v.  Taylor,  31  App.  Cas.  Notes:  62  L.R.A.  629  ;  6  Ann.  Caa. 

(D.  C.)  100,  18  L.R.A.(N.S.)  77  and  551. 

note  (repeated  posting  of  notice  of  19.  State  v.  Brady,  44  Kan.  436,  24 

debt  held  criminal  on  the  gronnd  of  Pac.  948,  21  A.  8.  B.  296,  9  L.R.A. 

extortion);  State  v.  Armstrong,  106  606. 

Mo.  395,  16  S.  W.  604,  27  A.  S.  R.  20.  Jones  v.  State,  38  Tex.  Grim. 

361  and  note,  13  L.R.A.  419  and  note;  364,  43  S.  W.  78,  70  A.  S.  R.  761  and 

Mnetze  v.  Tuteur,  77  Wis.  236,  46  N.  note. 

W.  123,  20  A.  S.  R.  115,  9  L.R.A.  86.  1.  People  v.  Eastman,  188  N.  Y.  478, 

The  sending  of  letters  threatening  to  81  N.  E.  469,  11  Ann.  Cas.  302. 

libel  another  is  also  sometimes  made  2.  State  t.  Hoskins,  60  Minn.  168, 

criminal  by  statute.  State  v.  McCabe,  62  N.  W.  270,  27  L,R.A.  412. 
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law  crime  in  this  country,  and  its  recognition  was  but  rare  in  Eng- 
land. It  has,  however,  been  made  a  crime,  in  certain  instances,  by 
statute,'  and  it  has  been  expressly  decided  that  such  a  statute  does 
not  violate  the  conditional  guaranty  of  freedom  of  speech.*  It  has 
been  held  that  malice  is  a  necessary  ingredient  of  the  offense  of  crim- 
inal slander,  and  that  the  jury  must  be  instructed  that  unless  they  find 
from  the  evidence  that  the  imputation  arising  from  the  allied 
slanderous  words  was  wantonly  and  maliciously  made,  altiiough  it 
is  shown  to  be  false,  they  must  acquit.'  The  defense  of  privil^e  is 
recognized  in  criminal  as  well  as  in  civil  proceedings  for  libel  or 
slander,*  and  the  defendant  may  excuse  pubhcation  by.  showing 
that  it  was  made  on  a  lawful  occasion,  upon  probable  cause,  and 
from  good  motives.  It  has  hoen  held,  however,  that  probable  cause 
alone  will  not,  upon  any  occasion,  excuse  tiie  publication  of  false- 
hood, from  actual  malice.^  As  to  punishment  for  the  offense  of  libel, 
both  fine'  cmd  imprisonment*  in  the  penitentiary  for  a  term  of 
two  or  even  five  years  have  been  hdd  not  to  amount  to  cruel 
and  unusual  punishment& 

224.  lUustrations  of  Criminal  Libel  or  Slander. — ^Various  acts  have 
been  recognized  as  indictable  as  libelous  or  slanderous,  by  statute  or 
at  common  law,^^  and  among  these  are  charges  of  crime,"  such  as 
bribery,'*  solicitation  of  crime,"  publications  exposing  persons  to 
public  hatred,  ridicule  or  contempt,"  for  example,  in  calling  a  white 
man  a  negro,''  imputations  of  insolvency,"  charges  of  unchastity 
either  against  men  "  or  women,*^  and  charges  of  misconduct  in  office 


S.  Morris  v.  State,  109  Ark.  530,  44  Tex.  Grim.  94,  69  S.  W.  157,  100 

160  S.  W.  387,  Ann.  Gas.  1915C  925;  A.  S.  B.  842,  68  L.R.A.  959. 

State     Edens,  95  N.  C.  696,  69  Am.  14.  Hartford  v.  State,  96  Ind.  461, 

Rep.  294.  49  Am.  Rep.  185. 

4.  Note:  Ann.  Gas.  1915B  11S6.  16.  State  v.  Avery,  7  Conn.  266,  18 

5.  Stayton  v.  State,  46  Tex.  Grim.  Am.  Dec.  105. 

206,  78  S.  W.  1071, 108  A.  S.  R.  988.  16.  State  t.  Sheridan,  14  Idaho  222, 

6.  State  T.  HaskinB,  109  la.  656,  80  93  Pae.  666,  15  LJl.A.(N.S.)  407; 
N.  W.  1063,  77  A.  S.  R.  660,  47  L.R.A.  State  t.  Brady,  44  Kan.  435,  24  Pae. 
223;  Banner  Pnb.  Go.  v.  SUte,  16  Lea  948,  21  A.  S.  R.  296.  9  L.R.A.  606; 
(Tenn.)  176,  57  Am.  Rep.  214;  Stay-  Palmer  v.  Concord,  48  N.  H.  211,  97 
ton  v.  State,  40  Tex.  Crim.  205,  78  S.  Am.  Dee.  605;  Sqoiree  v.  State,  39 
W.  1071,  108  A.  S.  R.  988.  And  see  Tex.  Crim.  96,  45  S.  W.  147,  73  A.  S. 
sopra,  par.  74     seq.  R.  904. 

7.  State  V.  Bomham,  9  N.  H.  34, 31  17.  Uorris  v.  SUte,  109  Ai^  530, 
Am.  Dec  217.  160  S.  W.  387,  Ann.  Gas.  191dC  925. 

8.  State  T.  Belvel,  89  la.  405,  56  N.  18.  State  v.  Armstrong,  106  Mo.  395, 
W.  545,  27  LJt.A.  846.  16  S.  W.  604,  27  A.  S.  R.  361,  13 

9.  Note:  35  L.R.A.  573.  L.R.A.  419. 

10.  State  V,  Van  Wye,  136  Mo.  227,  19.  Kuhicht  v.  State,  44  Tex.  Crim. 
37  S.  W.  938, 68  A.  S.  R.  627  and  note.  94.  69  S.  W.  157, 100  A.  S.  R.  842,  68 


13.  State  T.  Smily,  37  Ohio  St.  30,  Am.  Dec.  105. 
41  Am.  Rep.  487;  Kubricht  v.  State,     Note:  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  619. 
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against  public  officers.^  An  attorney  may  be  indit:ted  for  inserting 
libelous  matter  in  pleading,  whicb  is  irrelevant  and  immaterial  to 
tiie  controversy,  and  is  inserted  merely  to  annoy  the  adverse  party 
and  subject  him  to  ridicule  and  contempt* 

225.  What  Constitates  Publication. — To  constitute  publication  in 
the  case  of  a  criminal  libel,  Uie  mere  communication  of  the  article 
in  question  to  the  injured  party  alone  has  been  held  sufficient,  on 
the  ground  that  such  conduct  tends  to  disturb  the  public  peace.*  A 
fortiori,  in  a  criminal  prosecution  for  libel  the  publication  of  a  libel 
is  sufficiently  proved  when  it  appears  that  a  letter  in  the  handwrit- 
ing of  the  defendant,  containing  the  libel,  was  found  in  the  house 
of  a  neighbor  of  the  person  libeled,  and  by  such  neighbor  and  a  third 
person  opened  and  read>  It  has  been  held,  however,  that  where 
there  has  been  no  publication  except  to  the  person  libeled  the  indict- 
ment must  aver  that  the  article  was  written  or  sent  with  the  intent 
to  provoke  a  breach  of  the  peace.*  Where  the  statute  refers  to  libels 
published  by  newspapers  of  general  circulation,  it  has  been  decided 
that>  to  constitute  such  a  newspaper,  it  is  not  neceasaiy  that  it  circu- 
late to  any  considerable  extent,  if  at  all,  out  of  the  state,  nor  that 
it  circulate  in  every  county  in  the  state,  but  it  must  extend  beyond 
the  county  in  which  it  is  published,  and  have  a  general  drculation.* 

226.  Persons  Liable. — Generally  speaking,  any  one  who  circulates 
a  libel  is  guilty  of  the  ofifense  of  libel.'  Thus,  a  corporation  may 
be  indicted  and  convicted  of  libel,  as  well  as  a  natural  person,^  and 
the  joinder  of  an  individual  in  a  separate  court  in  the  same  indict- 
ment is  not  error*  It  has  been  held,  however,  that  the  liability  of 
the  officers  of  the  corporation  depends  upon  their  participation  in 
or  neglect  in  allowing  the  publication  to  be  issued,^^  and  that  the 

•  criminal  liability  of  a  partner  for  a  libel  published  by  the  partner- 
ship of  which  he  was  a  member  also  depends  upon  his  knowledge 
or  want  of  due  caie  in  respect  to  the  publication.'^  By  some  authori- 

1.  Hartford  v.  State,  96  lud.  461,  2  S.  E.  624,  13  A.  S.  B.  616  and  note. 
49  Am.  Bep.  185;  Bnrdett  t.  Com.,     6.  Koen  v.  Stat«,  35  Neb.  676,  63 
103  Va.  838,  48  S-  E.  878,  106  A.  S.  N.  W.  695,  17  L.R.A.  821. 
R.  916,  68  L.B,A.  25L  7.  Mack  v.  Sharp,  i38  Mich.  448, 

8.  GUbOTt  T.  People,  1  Denio  (N.  Y.)  101  N.  W.  631,  5  Ann.  Caa.  109. 


3.  State  V.  Avery,  7  Conn.  266,  18  729,  31  Am.  Rep.  663;  Banner  Pub. 
Am.  Doc.  105;  ShefflU  v.  Van  Deiueii,  Co.  v.  State,  16  Lea  (Tenn.)  176,  67 
13  Gray  (Mass.)  304,  74  Am.  Dec.  Am.  Rep.  214. 

632:  Kramer  t.  Peridiu,  102  Hinn.     Notes:  115  A.  S.  R.  724  ;  43  L.R.A. 

455,  113  N.  W.  1062,  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  (N.S.)  40;  9  Ann.  Gas.  444;  Ann.  Cas. 

1141.  1916C  463;  2  Bhtisb  RuL  Caa.  249. 
Note:  58  A.  S.  B.  603.  9.  State  v.  Atchison,  3  Lea  (Tenn.) 

4.  Swindle  v.  State,  2  Terg.  (Tenn.)  729,  31  Am.  Bep.  663. 
581,  24  Am.  Dee.  515  and  note.  10.  Note:  28  L.R.A.  427. 

5.  State  V.  Syphrett,  27  S.  C.  29,     11.  Note:  21  Ann.  C!aa.  486. 


8.  SUte  T.  Atobison,  3  Lea  (Tenn.) 
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ties  a  husband  has  been  held  not  indictable  for  slandennig  bis  wife, 
diis  view  bong  based  on  grounds  of  public  poUc^,^'  but  more  recent 
authori^  has  hdd  the  husband  criminally  liable  for  slander  in  imput- 
ing a  want  of  chastity  to  his  wife>'  The  criminal  liability  of  a 
master  for  libel  by  his  servant  is  to  be  determined  by  the  general 
rules  governing  his  responsibility  for  ciimintd  acta  of  his  servant 
or  agent**  TTbus,  it  has  been  held  that  a  creditor  may  be  guilty 
of  criminal  libel  in  permitting  libelous  communications  to  be  sent 
to  his  debtor  by  his  agents  or  associates  in  a  collecting  agency.^' 
As  to  the  criminal  liability  of  publishers  of  newspapers,  Ihe'common 
law  rule  in  England  was  that  the  proprietor  of  a  newspaper  was 
crimiDally  reE^onsible  for  a  libel  appearing  in  it,  and  that  he  could 
not  racape  such  liability  by  showing  that  he  took  no  part  in  the 
publication  <tf  the  paper  and  of  the  Ubel  in  question.  And  the 
same  rule  was  applied  in  the  case  of  a  bookseller  in  whose  shop  a 
libelous  pamphlet  was  kept  and  sold  without  his  knowledge  or  con- 
sent'* But,  by  a  statute  known  as  Lord  Campbell's  Act,  the  rule 
is  now  established  that  there  is  no  presumption  of  law  that  a  book- 
seller, or  the  proprietor  of  a  newspaper,  authorized  the  publication 
of  a  libel  or  Uie  sale  of  a  book  or  pamphlet  containing  it  so  as  to 
render  him  criminally  liable.  Where  it  is  shown  that  he  did  not 
authorize  the  publication,  and  had  no  knowledge  of  it,  the  question 
of  his  want  of  due  care  is  for  the  jury.  The  rule  of  the  common 
law  which  held  the  proprietor  of  a  newspaper  conclusively  liable  crim- 
inally for  any  libelous  article  appearing  in  it  has  never  been  in 
force  in  the  United  States,  but  proof  of  some  volition  of  a  criminal 
character  or  of  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  is  neces- 
sary.*' But,  on  proof  being  given  that  the  defendant  was  the  owner 
or  proprietor  of  the  paper  at  the  time  of  the  libelous  publication, 
the  presumption  is  that  he  is  criminally  liable.  Thus,  it  is  held 
that  if  the  paper  was  printed  in  the  defendant's  office,  by  his  servants, 
and  for  his  profit,  and  be  has  never  disavowed  it,  he  is  answerable 
for  the  contents.  And  the  defendant  cannot  be  relieved  from  crim- 
inal responsibility  unless  he  can  clearly  satisfy  the  jury  that  the  libel 
was  inserted  in  the  p^r  by  a  third  person,  without  his  order  and 

12.  State  T.  Edens,  06  K.  C.  693,  S9  ant;  Prznoipal  and  Aoent. 

Am.  Rep.  294.  16.  SUt«  v.  ArmBtroog,  106  Ho.  395, 

13.  Stayton  t.  State,  46  Tex.  dim.  16  S.  W.  604,  27  A.  8:  B.  361  and 
205,  78  S.  W.  1071,  108  A.  S.  R.  988.  note,  13  LJI.A.  419. 

In  Baxter  v.  State,  34  Tex.  Crim.  16.  Com.    v.    Nichols,    10  Ueto. 

516,  31  S.  W.  394,  53  A.  S.  R.  720,  it  (Mass.)  259,  43  Am.  Dee.  432. 

appears  to  be  assumed  that  a  hoshand  Note:  41  L.B.A.  653. 

may  be  held  criminally  liable  in  each  17.  State  t.  Hason,  26  Ore.  273,  38 

cases.  Pac.  130,  46  A.  S.  B.  629,  26  LJt.A. 

14.  Note:  17  Eng.  Bol.  Gas.  272.  779  and  note. 

And  see  generally,  VLaster  and  Skbv-     Note:  43  L.B.A.(N.S.)  37. 
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against  hid  will.  It  is  not  neceesary  to  prove  that  the  publisher 
personaUy  wrote  or  printed  the  libel,  or  that  he  with  his  own  hands, 
or  by  .  his  personal  direction,  drcnlated  it  A  showing  that  he  parted 
with  the  paper  ccmtaining  the  libel,  under  circumstances  which 
exposed  it  to  be  seen  and  read  by  any  other  person  than  himself, 
may  he  sufficient  On  a  prosecution  for  criminal  libel,  it  has  been 
held  no  defense  that  the  person  libeled,  having  been  informed  and 
believing  that  the  defendant  designed  to  publish  a  libel,  employed  a 
detective  to  watch  him  and  take  every  step  to  detect  him  if  he  com- 
mitted the  offense,  and  even  to  co-operate  with  him  for  that  purpose, 
and  allowed  the  crime  to  be  committed,  for  the  purpose  of  detecting 
and  prosecuting  the  defendant,  where  the  latter  was  not  solicited  to 
commit  the  crime,  nor  was  it  even  suggested  to  him.*' 

227.  Jurisdiction  and  Venue. — It  is  generally  held  that  a  criminal 
prosecution  for  libel  may  be  instituted  in  any  jurisdiction  where  the 
libelous  article  was  published  or  circulated,  irrespective  of  where  such 
article  was  written  or  printed.**  If  the  libel  be,  at  the  request  of  the 
defendant,  inserted  in  a  newspaper  published  in  an  adjoining  state, 
which  usually  circulates,  and  which,  in  fact,  was  circulated  in  a  neigh- 
boring state,  the  defendant  is  guilty  of  a  publication  in  the  latter  state.* 
If  the  editor  and  proprietor  of  a  new8piq)er  prints  a  libel  therein,  he  is 
subject  to  a  criminal  prosecution  in  a  county  of  the  state  other  than  that 
in  which  his  printing  office  is  located,  but  in  wfiich  he  has  circu- 
lated copies  of  such  paper  by  mailing  it  to  subscribers  residing  therein.^ 
A  person  who  publishes  outside  the  state  and  circulates  within  it 
libelous  matter  has  been  held  to  be  within  the  operation  of  a  stat- 
ute providing  that  every  person,  other  than  an  editor  or  publisher 
of  a  periodical  within  the  state,  publishing  a  libel  in  the  state,  may 
be  proceeded  against  in  any  county  where  such  libelous  matter  was 
published  or  circulated.'  According  to  some  decisions,  however,  a 
criminal  prosecution  for  libel  lies  only  at  the  place  where  it  is  pub- 
lished, find  not  where  it  is  circulated.  Furthermore,  there  is  author- 
ity to  the  effect  that  a  criminal  prosecution  will  not  lie  at  the  place 
where  the  libel  is  circulated,  but  not  published,  where  the  circula- 
tion arises  only  through  the  independent  acts  of  others,  without  any 
active  privity  or  intentional  procurement  on  the  part  of  the  accused.* 
The  circulation  in  government  reservations  of  copies  of  a  newspaper 
containing  a  criminal  libel  printed  and  primarily  published  in  a  city 
not  within  a  government  reservation  has  been  held  not  to  be  punish- 

18.  Note:  21  Ann.  Cas.  345.  9  Ann.  Caa.  381  and  note. 

19.  Note:  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  953.  Note:  15  Am.  Dec.  224. 

20.  Note:  9  Ann.  Cas.  382.  3.  State  v.  River,  74  Wash.  96,  132 

1,  Com.  V.  Blanding,  3  Pick.  (Mass.)  Pac.  858,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  695  and 
304,  15  Am.  Dee.  214  and  note.  note,  49  L.R.A.(N.S.)  941  and  not& 

2.  State  V.  Huston,  19  S.  D.  644, 104  4.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  m&A  097. 
N.  W.  451, 117  A.  S.  Rt  970  and  note. 
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able  under  an  act  of  Congress  providing  that  offenses  committed  in 
plac^  under  the  exclusiye  jurisdiction  and  control  of  the  United 
States,  when  not  expressly  made  (oiminal  by  any  law  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  punished  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  state  in 
which  such  places  are  situated,  since  the  state  laws  afford  adequate 
ponishment  for  the  offense,  without  resorting  to  the  federal  courts, 
and  their  plain  purpose  is  that  there  shall  be  but  a  edn^e  prosecu- 
tion and  conviction  for  a  criminal  libel.*  The  right  to  a  change  of 
venue,  in  prosecutions  for  libel  or  slander,  as  in  other  criminal  cases, 
rests  largely  upon  statute.* 

228.  Indictment  or  Information. — ^The  requisites  and  sufficiency  of 
indictments  or  informations  for  libel  or  slander  are  to  be  determined 
by  Uie  principles  applicable  to  indictments  and  informations  gener- 
ally.' The  office  of  the  inducement  and  innuendo  in  an  indictment 
for  libel  or  slander  is  the  same  as  in  the  petition  or  complaint  in  a 
civil  action  for  defamation.*  It  has  been  held  necessary  that  the 
indictment  set  out  the  words  which  the  accused  is  alleged  to  have 
used  and  that  a  mere  statement  as  to  the  meaning  and  effect  of  the 
words  is  insufficient.'  Thus,  an  indictment  which  avers  that  the 
defamatory  matter  is  to  "the  following  purport  and  effect,  that  is  to 
tag"  and  then  sets  out  with  inverted  commas  what  the  evidence  shows 
to  have  been  an  exact  copy  of  the  libel,  is  insufficient,  and  if  the  de- 
fendant be  convicted  thereunder,  the  judgment  will  be  arrested  on 
motion.'*  But,  under  a  statute  declaring  it  a  felony  for  one  to  engage 
in  editing,  publishing,  or  disseminating  a  paper  mainly  devoted  to 
tiie  publication  of  scandals  and  immoral  conduct,  an  indictment 
charging  that  on  a  certain  day  the  defendant  engaged  in  disseminat- 
ing and  Belling  a  certain  newspaper,  naming  it,  and  alleging  that  it 
was  devoted  mainly  to  tiie  publication  of  scandals,  assignations,  and 
immoral  conduct,  was  held  to  be  sufficient  without  setting  up  the 
contents  of  such  paper,  its  date,  to  whom  sold,  uid  like  details.^' 
As  in  civil  actions,'^  if  the  slanderous  words  were  spoken  in  a  foreign 
language,  tbey  must  be  set  forth  in  the  indictment  or  information, 
together  with  a  translation  in  English,  and  oral  slander  charged  in 
an  information  as  having  been  uttered  in  English  cannot  be  proven 

5.  TTnited  States  v.  Preaa  Pnb.  Co.,  004.  See  enpza,  par.  146  et  seq. 
219  U.  S.  1,  81  S.  Ct  212,  56  U.  S.  9.  Harris  v.  State,  109  Ark.  530, 160 
(L.  ed.)  66,  21  Ann.  Gas.  942.  S.  W.  387,  Ann.  Cas.  1915C  925. 

6.  Note:  16  Am.  Dee.  225.  And  see  10.  State  v.  Goodman,  6  Rich.  L. 
e:eneral]y,  Tekuk.  (S.  C.)  387,  00  Am.  Dee.  132  and 

7.  See  Indictments  and  Ihfobua-  note. 

•noNS,  vol.  14,  p.  171  et  seq.  11.  State  v.  Van  Wye,  136  Mo.  227, 

8.  Dickson  v.  State,  34  Tex.  Crim.  37  S.  W.  938,  68  A.  S.  B.  027  and 
1,  28  S.  W.  815,  30  S.  W.  807,  53  A.  note. 

S.  B.  604;  Squires  v.  State,  39  Tex.     12.  See  supra,  par.  142. 
Crim.  96,  45  S.  W.  147,  73  A.  S.  B. 
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to  have  been  uttered  in  German,  although  said  words  when  inter- 
preted mean  exactly  the  same  as  the  slanderous  words  set  forth  in 
the  information.''  If  an  indictment  for  libel  contains  two  propo- 
sitions, one  libelous  and  the  other  not,  the  former  ^ould  be  sub- 
mitted to  tiie  jury,  under  i^ropriate  instructions,  but  they  should 
be  instructed  to  ignore  or  duregard  the  latter  propositiDn.^*  Under 
a  statute  providing  that  in  all  prosecutions  for  libel  the  truth  may 
be  given  in  evidence,  it  has  been  hdd  that  the  state  need  neither 
allege  nor  prove  the  falsity  of  the  libel."* 

229.  Truth  as  Defense. — In  a  criminal  proceeding  at  common  law 
for  libel  the  defenses  were  but  two,  a  denial  and  a  plea  of  privi- 
leged communication,  and  the  truth  of  the  matter  charged  could  not 
be  given  in  evidence  by  the  defendant.**  This  was  held  to  be  true, 
although  the  indictment  alleges  that  the  matter  published  was  false, 
and  the  truth  or  falsity  of  the  writing,  notwithstanding  the  allega- 
tion in  the  indictment  of  its  falsity,  was  regarded  as  an  immaterial 
issue.  This  .position  was  defended  by  the  old  maxim,  the  greater 
the  truth,  the  greater  the  libel,''  and  on  the  ground  that,  even  ttiough 
true,  the  uttering  of  defamatory  words  tended  to  cause  a  breach  of 
the  peace  and  that  complaint,  in  case  of  crime,  should  be  made  to 
the  public  authorities.'*  In  some  juri^ictions,  the  rule  has  been 
adopted  that  truth  is  a  justification  for  the  libel  of  public  officers, 
but  not  in  the  case  of  private  individuals,  though  in  the  latter  case 
evidence  of  truth  may  be  given  in  mitigation  of  the  fine."  And  there 
are  numerous  courts  which  hold  that  the  truth  of  the  publication  is 
a  complete  defense  against  prosecution,  provided  the  publication  was 
made  with  good  motives  and  for  justifiable  ends.^  This  latter  rule 
is  now  established  by  statute  in  many  jurisdictions,^  and  in  some  states, 
truth  is  made  a  complete  defense  even  in  criminal  prosecutions,  regard- 


13.  Stichtd  V.  State,  25  Tez.  App. 
420,  8  S.  W.  477,  8  A.  S.  B.  444. 

14.  Squires  v.  State,  39  Tex.  Grim. 
96,  45  S.  W.  147,  73  A.  S.  R.  904. 

16.  State  T.  Fosburgh,  32  S.  D.  370, 
143  N.  W.  279,  Ann.  Caa.  1016A  424. 

16.  State  v.  Haskins,  109  la.  656,  80 
N.  W.  1063,  77  A.  S.  B.  660,  47  L.B.A. 
223;  Com.  v.  Blanding,  3  Pick.  (Mass.) 
304,  15  Am.  Dee.  214;  Stete  v.  Lebre, 
2  Brer.  (S.  C.)  446,  4  Am.  Dee.  596; 
State  Fosbnigh,  32  S.  D.  370,  143 
N.  W.  279,  Ann.  Cas.  1916A  424  and 
note. 

17.  State  V.  Haskins,  109  la.  656, 
80  N.  W.  1063,  77  A.  S.  B.  560,  47 
L.R.A.  223. 

18.  Castle  v.  Houston,  19  Kan.  417, 
27  Am.  Rep.  127. 


19.  Com.  V.  Honia,  1  Ya.  Caa.  176, 
5  Am.  Deo.  616. 

20.  Castle  v.  HouBton,  19  Kan.  417, 
27  Am.  Rep.  127;  Com.  v.  Clap,  4 
Maes.  163,  3  Am.  Dec.  212;  Com.  v. 
Blanding,  3  Pick.  (Mass.)  304, 15  Am. 
Dee.  214;  State  v.  Burnbam,  9  N.  H. 
34,  31  Am.  Dec  217;  Palmer  t.  Con- 
cord, 48  N.  H.  211,  97  Am.  Dec.  605; 
Respubtiea  v.  Dennie,  4  Teates  (Pa.) 
267,  2  Am.  Dee.  402. 

1.  Doit  t.  V.  S.,  196  U.  S.  138,  24 
S.  Ct.  808,  49  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  128,  1 
Ann.  Caa.  697;  State  v.  Sheridan,  14 
Idaho  222,  93  Pae.  656,  15  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  497;  State  v.  Fosbnrgfa,  32  S. 
D.  370,  143  M.  W.  279,  Ann.  Cas. 
1916A  424  and  note;  State  v.  Mays, 
57  Wash.  540,  107  Pae.  363,  21  Ann. 
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less  of  motive  or  end,  in  certain  classea  of  cases,  or  under  any  cir- 
cumstances.* Where  the  defendant  ia  indicted  for  slander  in  imput- 
ing want  of  chastity  to  a  female,  under  a  statute  designed  to  protect 
chaste  wom«a,  it  has  been  held  that  the  fact  that  the  female  is  not 
chaste  is  a  complete  defense,*  but  it  has  been  decided  that  any  inquiry 
into  her  reputation  for  chastity  should  be  limited  to  the  time  of 
uttering  the  words,  or  at  least  to  a  time  reasonably  approximating 
thereto.*  As  in  civil  actions,  a  belief  in  the  truth  of  the  charge  is 
not  a  defense  in  a  criminal  prosecution  for  libel,  where  the  publica- 
tion is  not  shielded  by  any  privilege.* 

230.  Evidence. — ^In  prosecutions  for  libel  or  slander,  aa  in  other 
criminal  proceedings,  the  defendant  is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  every 
reasonable  doubt  arising  upon  the  evidence.  Unices  the  jury  are  satis- 
fied beyond  a  reasonable  doubt  that  the  prosecuting  witness  ia  inno- 
cent of  the  crime  of  which  the  defendant  has  accused  him  and  for 
which  the  defendant  has  been  indicted,  they  should  return  a  verdict 
of  not  guilty.*  It  has  been  held,  however,  that  when  the  article 
published  is  libelous  per  se,  the  proof  of  the  publication  makes  a 
prima  facie  case,  and  it  is  then  for  the  defendant  to  offer  such  proof 
as  he  may  desire,  showing  the  trutii  of  the  article  published,  and  that 
the  same  was  published  with  good  motives  and  for  justifiable  ends.' 
Circumstantial  evidence  ia  admissible  in  trials  for  criminal  libel  as 
in  other  cases,*  and  evidence  of  other  publications  of  the  defendant, 
besides  the  one  for  which  he  has  been  indicted,  is  admissible  for 
the  purpose  of  proving  the  intent  with  which  he  uttered  the  one  for 
which  he  has  been  indicted.*  A  statement  made  by  one  charged  with 
slander,  if  made  at  the  time  of  or  shortiy  before  or  after  the  alleged 
slander,  although  not  exactly  the  same  as  the  one  set  out  in  the  indict- 
ment, has  been  held  admissible  to  show  with  what  intent  the  sland^*- 
ous  words  set  out  in  the  indictment  may  have  been  uttered;  but  the 
jury  must  be  instructed  that  this  is  the  only  purpose  for  which  such 
statement  can  be  introduced."  But  such  evidence  is  not  admissible 
when  the  intent  with  which  the  libel  in  question  was  written  is  plain. 

Cas.  830  and  note;  Rex  v.  Clrant,  27  435,  126  S.  W.  696,  137  A.  8.  R.  973. 

E.  C.  L.  272,  5  B.  &  Ad.  1081,  3  N.  &  6.  State  v.  Haakins,  109  la.  65G,  80 

N.  C.  105,  9  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  185  and  N.  W.  1063,  77  A.  S.  R.  560  and  note, 

note.  47  L.R.A.  223.  See  supra,  par.  69. 

Note:  21  L.R.A.  509.  6.  Note:  91  A.  S.  R.  308.  And  see 

2.  Com.  V.  Duane,  1  Bin.  (Pa.)  601,  generally,  Cbuciztal  Law,  vol.  8,  p.  218 

2  Am.  Dee.  497.  et  seq. 

Notes:  21  I1.R.A.  512;  21  Ann.  Cas.  7.  State  t.  Sheridan,  14  Idaho  222, 

834.  93  Pac.  656,  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  497. 

S.  Baxter  v.  Sute,  34  Tex.  Crim.  8.  Note :  68  L.R.A.  77. 

516,  31  S.  W.  394,  53  A.  S.  R.  720;  9.  Note:  62  L.R.A.  230. 

Richmond  T.  State,  58  Tex.  Crim.  435,  10.  Slaj-ton  v.  State,  46  Tex.  Crim. 

126  S,  W.  596, 137  A.  S,  R.  973.  205,  78  S.  W.  1071,  108  A.  S.  E.  988. 

4.  Richmond  v.  State,  68  Tex.  Crim. 
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Hence,  in  an  action  for  a  libel  contained  in  an  anonymous  letter, 
evidence  that  the  defendant  had  admitted  the  writing  of  other  anony- 
mous letters  is  incompetent**  The  time  of  the  commission  of  an 
alleged  offense  of  sbndw  must  be  shown  by  the  prosecution^  and  it 
has  betel  held  that  failure  to  do  so  is  fatal  to  conviction.**  In  crim- 
inal as  well  as  in  civil  proceedings,  evidence  of  provocation  has  been 
held  admissible  in  mitigation  of  the  punishment**  Under  a  statute 
providing  that  a  husband  and  wife  cannot  testify  against  each  other, 
except  in  a  criminal  prosecution  for  an  offense  committed  by  one 
against  the  other,  the  latter  clause  has  been  held  to  refer  only  to 
prosecutions  for  acts  of  personal  violence  committed  by  one  against 
the  other,  and  therefore,  in  an  action  for  slander  uttered  by  a  hus- 
band against  his  wife,  ^e  is  incompetent  as  a  witness  against  him.'^ 
231.  Function  of  Court  and  Jury. — The  statutory  provision  exists 
in  England,  Canada  and  in  many  states  of  the  Union  that,  in  crim- 
inal prosecutions  for  libel  or  slander,  the  jury  shall  have  power  to 
determine  both  the  law  and  the  facts,**  and  these  provisions  have 
been  reg&i^ed,  not  as  changing  the  law,  but  rather  as  restoring  to 
the  accused  his  right  of  trial  by  jury  as  in  other  cases.**  Such  legis- 
lation grew  out  of  t^e  assertioB  by  the  courts  of  the  right  to  construe 
the  written  instrument  in  question  and  to  instruct  the  jury  that  the 
same  was  libelous.  Notwithstanding  this  provision,  the  court  retains 
the  power  to  rule  on  a  demurrer  to  the  indictment,  although  it  will 
result  in  taking  the  case  frpm  the  jury  if  it  is  sustained.  The  court 
may  also  overrule  a  demurrer  to  the  evidence,  though  it  cannot  dir<ect 
a  verdict  against  the  defendant  Nor  does  such  a  provision  deprive 
the  court  of  its  right  to  instruct  the  jury  as  to  the  law  applicable 
to  the  case,  and  it  may  require  the  jury  to  consider  only  the  law  given 
in  its  charge  in  a  libel  suit*'  But  on  the  question  whether  the  pub- 
lication is  libelous  or  not  the  instruction  of  the  court  is  advisory 
only.**  It  is  proper  for  the  court  to  instruct  the  jury  as  to  their 
powers  under  the  provision  in  question.**    In  some  jurisdictions, 

11.  Price  V.  Clapp,  119  T^in.  425,  note:  Harrington  v.  Butte  Uiner  Co., 
105  S.  W.  864,  123  A.  S.  R.  730  and  48  Mont  550,  139  Pao.  451,  Ann.  Cas. 
note.  1915D  1257  and  note,  51  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

12.  Stichtd  V.  State,  25  Tex.  App.  369;  State  v.  Lehre,  2  Brev.  (S.  C.) 
420,  8  S.  W.  477,  8  A.  S.  R.  444.  446,  4  Am.  Dec.  696. 

13.  Hartford  v.  State,  96  Ind.  461,  As  to  the  powers  of  the  jury  in  some 
49  Am.  Rep.  185;  Brewer  Chase,  states  to  determine  both  the  law  and 
121  Mich.  526,  80  N.  W.  575,  80  A.  S.  the  facts  in  dril  cases,  see  supra,  par. 
R.  527  and  note,  46  L.R.A.  397.  182. 

Note:  4  Ann.  Cas.  925.  16.  Note:  51  L.R.A.(N.S.)  369. 

14.  Baxter  v.  State,  34  Tex.  Grim.     17.  Oakes  v.  State,  98  Miss.  80,  54 


516,  31  S.  W.  394,  53  A.  8.  R.  720  So.  79,  33  L.R.A.(N.S.)  207  and  note. 


15.  Castle  v.  Houston,  19  Kan.  417,  16  S.  W.  604,  27  A.  8,  B.  361.  13 
27  Am.  Rep.  127;  Tresca  v.  Maddox,  L.R.A.  419. 

11  La.  Ann.  206,  66  Am.  Dee.  198  and     19.  State  v.  Armstrong,  106  Ho.  396, 


and  note. 
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under  this  provision,  counsel  may  argue  upon  the  law  of  libel  to 
the  jury  and  read  law  books  to  them,  subject  to  the  supervision  of 
the  court  and  such  restrictions  as  are  clearly  necessary  and  proper,*^ 
but  in  other  states  this  privilege  is  denied.^  The  rule  is  the  same 
in  this  class  of  criminal  cases  as  in  others  that  the  court  cannot  set 
aside  a  verdict  for  the  defendant.^  An  act  of  Congress  providing 
that  a  trial  for  the  offense  of  libel  may  be  by  the  court  without  a 
jury  has  been  declared  repugnant  to  the  United  States  constitution, 
and  therefore  void.*  In  prosecutions  for  libel,  the  intention  with 
which  the  publication  was  made,  as  well  as  the  fact  of  publication 
and  the  truth  of  the  innuendoes,  is  involved  in  the  general  issue, 
and  tile  whole  case,  law  and  fact>  is  determined  by  a  general  verdict.^ 

16  S.  W.  604,  27  A.  8.  B.  361  and     2.  State  v.  Syphratt,  27  S.  C.  29,  2 

note,  13  LJt.A.  419.  S.  E.  624,  13  A.  S.  R.  616  and  note. 

20.  SUte  T.  Whitmore,  53  Kan.  343,  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  ldl5D  1268  et  aeq. 
36  Pac.  748,  42  A.  S.  R.  288  and  note.      3.  Note:  48  Am.  Dec.  186. 

1.  Oakea  v.  State,  98  Miss.  80,  54     4.  State  v.  Allen,  1  McCord  L.  (S. 

So.  79,  33  L.B.A.(N.S.}  207  and  note.  C.)  525,  10  Am.  Dec.  687. 
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See  CoNsrmmoNAL  Law,  vol.  6,  pp.  251  (religious  liberty),  253  (liberty  of 
speech  and  the  press),  258  (liberty  of  the  person),  269  (lilwty  of  contract). 
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A.  UCENSE   OF   OCCUPATIONS   AND  PRIVILEGES 

I.  Introductobt 

1.  Scope  of  Article. — As  is  apparent  from  the  foregoing  analysis 
Hiis  topic  treats  of  two  separate  and  distinct  phases  of  the  general 
subject  licenses;  one,  relating  to  the  granting  by  the  state  or  its  duly 
constituted  authorities  of  the  right  or  privilege.  In  the  first  division 
of  the  subject  licenses  are  considered  in  their  aspect  as  tax  measures 
and  as  matter  of  regulation  under  police  powers.  References  to  kin- 
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dred  and  related  subjects  are  made  in  the  course  of  treatment;  and 
it  must  be  obvious  that  many  of  the  subjects  of  this  work  are  in  a 
sense  amplifications  in  treatment  of  basic  principles  here  considered.^ 
Since  licenses  as  considered  in  the  second  portion  of  this  title  are 
very  frequently  and  often  necessarily  brought  into  conflict  with  prin- 
ciples that  relate  to  real  property,  ri^te  therein,  and  essential  methods 
of  transmission,  this  subject  also  must  be  read  in  conjunction  with 
related  or  rather  suggested  subjects.' 

2.  Definitions;  Nature  and  Purpose  Generally. — ^In  its  s^>ecific  sense, 
to  license  means  to  confer  on  a  person  the  right  to  do  something 
which  otherwise  he  would  not  have  the  right  to  do.*  A  license  is 
in  the  nature  of  a  special  privilege,  and  not  a  right  common  to  cJl;  * 
and  it  is  often  required  as  a  condition  precedent  to  the  right  to  carry 
on  business  or  to  hold  certain  classes  of  property  within  the  juris- 
diction.* It  is  not  a  property  right,'  or  a  contract'  Implying  a 
privilege,  it  cannot  possibly  exist  with  reference  to  something  wMch 
is  a  right,  free  and  open  to  all.*  The  phrase  "license  tax"  implies 
a  burden  on  that  which  is  not  property,  but  results  from  its  enjoy- 
ment or  the  conduct  of  the  business  or  calling,*  or  on  a  civil  right 

1.  See  Akikals,  vol.  1,  p.  1084;  13  LJt.A.(N.S.)  894;  Reser  v.  XJma- 
Attorhets  at  Law,  vol.  2,  p.  940;  tilla  CoonU,  48  Ore.  326,  86  Pac.  595, 
Auctions,  vol.  2,  p.  1115;  Aurouo-  120  A.  S.  R.  815;  Hoefling  v.  San  An- 
BILES,  vol.  2,  pp.  1176,1208;  Bicycles,  tonio,  85  Tex.  228,  20  S.  W.  85,  16 
vol.  3,  p.  789;  Brokebs,  toL  4,  pp.  L.R.A.  608;  Littleton  v.  Burgess,  14 
245,  301;  Bisobdeblt  Houses,  vol.  9,  Wyo.  173, 82  Pac  864, 2  LJt.A.(N.S.) 
p.  217;  Dbugs  and  Dbugoists,  vol.  9,  63L 

p.  697;  Febbiss,  voL  11,  p.  912;  Food,  4.  District  of  Colombia  v.  Lee,  35 
vol.  11,  p.  1093;  iNTOxiCATura  LiQ-  App.  Cas.  (D.  C.)  341,  21  Ann.  Gas. 
UOHS,  vol.  16,  p.  284;  Markets;  Psd-  973;  State  v.  Hagood,  30  S.  G.  519, 
DLERS;  Phtsioians  akd  Sdbosoms;  9  S.  E,  686,  3  L.R.A.  841. 
Rauaoads;  Theaters,  Shows  ahd  5.  Reser  v.  UmatiUa  County,  48  Ore. 
Public  Resorts;  TmtHPiBxs  AND  Toll  326,  86  Pae.  595,  120  A.  S.  R.  815. 
Roads.  6.  Littleton  v.  Bnrgeas,  2  Wyo.  173, 

2.  Besides  treatment  and  references  82  Pae.  864,  2  UR^(N.8.)  631. 
made  in  the  body  of  the  article,  see     7.  See  infra,  par.  5. 
Negligence;   Statdtk  or  Frauds;     8.  Chicago  v.  Collins,  175  HI.  445, 
Trespass.  51  N.  E.  907,  67  A.  S.  R.  224,  49 

3.  Sinnot  t.  Davenport,  22  How.  URX  408. 

227,  16  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  243;  Hodge  v.  9.  Leloap  v.  Port  of  MobUcL  127 
Muscatine  County,  196  U.  S.  276,  25  S.  U.  S.  640,  8  S.  Ct  1380,  32  U.  S. 
Ct.  237,  40  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  477;  San  {L.  ed.)  311;  Montgomery  v.  Kelly, 
Franciseo  v.  liverpool,  ete.,  Ina.  Co.,  74  142  Ala.  552,  38  So.  67,  110  A.  S.  R. 
Gal.  U3, 15  Pae.  380,  5  A.  S.  R.  425;  43,  70  L.BJI..  209;  Singer  Mfg.  Go.  v. 
Shuman  v.  Ft.  Wayne,  127  Ind.  109,  26  Wright,  97  CkL  114,  25  S.  E.  249,  35 
N.  E.  560, 11  L.R.A.  378;  Toungblood  L.R.A.  497;  Kewton  v.  Atchison,  31 
V.  Sexton,  32  Mich.  406,  20  Am.  Rep.  Kan.  151,  1  Pac  288,  47  Am,  Rep. 
654;  Wallace  v.  Reno,  27  Nev.  71,  73  486;  Levi  v.  Looisville,  97  Ky.  394, 
Pac.  528,  103  A.  S.  R.  747,  63  LJI.A.  30  S.  W.  973,  28  UR.A.  480;  Pegg 
337;  People  t.  New  Tork  Health  De-  t.  Golnmbns,  80  Ohio  St.  367,  89  N. 
partment,  189  N.  Y.  187,  82  N.  E.  187,  E.  14,  2S  LAA.(N.S.)  463. 
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and  privUege.^^  A  license  tax  is  one  imposed  on  the  privil^e  of 
exercising  certain  callings,  professions,  or  vocations,  that,  when  col- 
lected, goes  into'  the  public  treasury,  and,  when  applied  to  municipal 
taxations,  is  termed  a  "license  fee."  "  Ordinarily  such  license  fees 
Of  amounts  required  to  be  paid  to  follow  any  particular  employ- 
ment are  levied  either  for  the  purpose  of  revwue,  or  as  a  means  of 
controlling  or  limiting  the  exercise  of  some  particular  vocation,  in 
other  words,  as  a  police  regulation ;  while  occasionally  they  are  exacted 
for  both  sucii  purposes.'^  But  charging  a  fee  for  a  Ucense  is  not  neces- 
sarily an  exercise  of  the  tajdng  power.^'  This  form  of  tax  is  some- 
times referred  to  as  an  excise  tax  for  the  privilege  of  exercising  a 
franchise  within  the  state.  The  designation  does  not  always  indicate 
merely  an  inland  imposition  or  duty  on  the  consumption  of  commodi- 
ties, but  often  denotes  an  impost  for  a  license  to  pursue  certain  call- 
ings, or  to  deal  in  q>ecial  commodities,  or  to  exercise  particular  fran- 
chises. It  is  used  more  frequently,  in  this  country,  in  the  latter 
sense  than  in  any  other.^*  The  levying  of  a  license  tax  is  of  course 
a  prerogative  of  government;  hence  mcb.  a  tax  cannot  be  levied  by 
a  private  corporation.^' 

3.  Construction  of  License  Laws. — In  construing  a  license  tax  law 
courts  regard  the  substance  and  purpose  of  the  ordinance  rather  than 
its  form  and  language,^*  and  where  doubt  exists  as  to  the  meaning 
and  scope  of  language  imposing  any  tax,  such  doubt  is  to  be  resolved 
in  favor  of  the  taxpayer.*'  However,  to  overthrow  a  tax  law  on  the 
ground  that  it  violates  the  constitution,  it  must  be  clearly  shown  to 
do  so.*® 

4.  Assignment  of  Licenses. — A  license,  being  a  personal  privilege, 
cannot,  as  a  general  rule,  be  communicated  or  assigned  to  another.'* 

10.  Cincianati  v.  Bryson,  15  Ohio  14.  Maine  t.  Grand  Trunk  R.  Co., 
625,  45  Am.  Dec.  593;  Ould  t.  Rich-  142  V.  S.  217,  12  S.  Ct.  121,  163,  35 
mond,  23  Qrat.  (Va.)  464,  14  Am.  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  994.  See  infra,  par. 
Rep.  139.  39,  as  to  excises  and  imposts  con- 

11.  Levi  V.  Loaisville,  97  Ky.  394,  strned  as  license  taxes. 

30  S.  W.  973,  28  L.R.A.  480;  Dodge  IB.  Northport     Wesleyan  Grove 

V.  Guidinger,  87  Neb.  349,  127  N.  W.  Camp-Meeting  Ass'n  v.  Perkins,  93 

122,  138  A.  S.  R.  494  (holding  the  Me.  235,  44  Atl.  893,  74  A.  S.  R.  342, 

word  "occupation"  to  be  a  generic  term  48  L.R.A.  272. 

having  reference  to  "that  to  which  16.  Ex  parte  GJregory,  20  Tex.  App. 

one's  time  and  attention  are  habitually  210,  54  Am.  Rep.  516. 

devoted;  habitual  or  stated  employ-  17.  Treat  v.  White,  181  U.  S.  264, 

ment;  vocation;  calling;  trade;  bosi-  21  S.  Ct.  611,  45  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  853; 

nees").  Ex  parte  Taylor,  58  Miss.  478,  38  Am. 

12.  See  infra,  par.  50,  as  to  license  Rep.  336. 

for  revenue;  and  infra,  par.  59  et  seq.,      18.  Blackrock  Copper  Min.,  etc.,  Co. 

as  to  license  and  regulation  under-  po-  v.  Tingey,  34  Utah  369,  98  Pac.  180, 

lioe  powers.  131  A.  S.  R.  850,  28  L.R^.(N.S.) 

13.  Cincinnati  v.  Bryson,  15  Ohio  255. 

625,  45  Am.  Dee.  593.  See  infra,  19.  Arthur  v.  Commercial,  etc., 
par.  11.  Bank,  9  Smedea  &  M.  (Miss.)  394,  48 
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And  80,  if  a  sale  of  a  license  privilege  be  attempted  by  a  coiporatioii 
to  which  it  was  granted,  soch  sale  Or  aasignment  does  not  carry  the 
franchise  with  it;  and  though  it  may  be  ground  of  forfeiture  if 
insisted  on  by  the  state,  it  does  not  of  itself  effect  a  dissolution  of 
the  corporation.'*  The  general  rule  is  subject,  however,  to  modificar 
tion  under  circumstances  which  may  render  a  transfer  equitable. 
Accordingly,  when  any  person  who  has  paid  the  special  tax  for  any 
trade  or  business  dies,  his  wife  or  child,  or  executors  or  administra- 
tors or  other  legal  representatives,  may  occupy  the  house  or  premises 
and  in  like  manner  carry  on,  for  the  residue  of  the  term  for  which 
the  tax  is  paid,  the  same  trade  or  business  as  the  deceased  before 
carried  on  in  the  same  house  and  upon  the  same  premises,  without 
the  payment  of  any  additional  tax.  And  again,  where  a  firm  has 
paid  the  special  tax  imposed  by  Congress,  and  one  of  the  firm  pur^ 
chases  the  interest  belonging  to  the  other,  such  one  may  carry  on 
the  same  trade  or  business  at  the  same  place  for  the  balance  of 
tiie  term  for  which  the  tax  is  paid,  without  further  payment  of 
tax.i 

n.  Constitutionality  of  License  Tax  Gsneraixt 

5.  Obligation  of  Contracts  in  General. — ^A  lic^se  is  not  a  contract 
between  the  state  and  the  licensee  and  is  not  property  in  any  con- 
stitutional sense.*  Nor  can  it  be  said  that  the  grant  of  a  license  to 
conduct  a  business  and  the  lease  of  municipal  property  in  considera- 
tion of  liie  payment  of  a  rent  is  a  contract  to  secure  the  licensee 
against  unlicensed  competition.*  The  right  to  exact  license  fees 
will  not  be  denied  simply  because  it  has  not  been  expressly  reserved, 
and  if  the  contract  between  the  state  or  municipality  and  the  licensee 
does  not  in  terms  dispense  with  the  payment  of  a  license,  the  rights 
of  the  latter  are  not  impaired  by  a  subsequent  enactment  requiring 
such  payment*  Following  the  general  principle  that  a  license  is  not 

Am.  Dec.  719;  Temple  v.  Snnmcr,  61  (N.S.)  458;  Simmona  v.  State,  12  Mo. 

Miss.  13,  24  Am.  Rep.  615.  268, 49  Am.  Dec.  131;  Wallace  t.  Reno, 

20.  Arthur    v.    Commercial,    etc.,  27  Nev.  71,  73  Pac.  528,  103  A.  S.  R. 

Bank,  9  Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  394,  48  747,  63  L.R.A.  377;  PorUaad  v.  Cook, 

Am.  Dec,  719.  48  Ore.  550,  67  Pac.  772,  9  L.R.A. 

1.  United  States  v.  Glab,  99  U.  S.  (N.S.)  733;  Littleton  v.  Burgess,  14 
225,  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  273.  Wyo.  173,  82  Pac.  864,  2  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

2.  Gibbons  v.  O^en,  9  Wheat  1,  631. 

6  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  23  (obiter);  Union  Note:  24  L.R.A.  584. 

Pass.  R.  Co.  V.  Philad^phia,  101  U.  S.  But  see  infra,  par.  6,  as  to  limita- 

528,  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  912;  Wiggins  tion  of  rule. 

Ferry  Co.  v.  East  St.  Louis,  107  U.  S.  3.  Peck  v.  Austin,  22  Tex.  261,  73 

365,  2  S.  Ct.  257,  27  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  Am.*  Dec.  261. 

41!) ;  Stone  v.  Fritts,  169  Ind.  361,  82  4.  Springfield  v.  Snaith,  138  Mo.  645, 

N.  E.  792, 14  Ann.  Gas.  295, 15  L.R.A.  40  S.  W.  757,  60  A.  8.  R.  569,  37 

(N.S.)  1147;  Lowpll  v.  Archambault,  L.R.A.  446. 
189  Mass.  70,  75  N.  E.  65,  1  L.R.A. 
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a  contract,  it  is  clear  that  it  does  not  in  itself  create  any  vested 
right,*  or  permanent  right,*  and  that  free  latitude  is  reserved  by 
the  legislature  to  impose  new  or  additional  burdens  on  the  licensee,' 
or  to  alter  the  license,  or  to  revoke  or  annul  it*  And  this  4a  the 
general  rule  notwithstanding  the  expenditure  of  xntm^  by  the  licensee 
in  reliance  thereon,  and  regardless  of  whether  the  term  for  which 
the  license  was  given  has  expired.'  The  rule  is  different,  however, 
where  licensee  are  exacted  for  the  purpose  of  revenue.^*  But  it 
has  been  held  that  a  contract  giving  a  street  railway  company  the 
privilege  of  operating  its  road  in  a  street  for  a  term  of  years  with- 
out any  provision  that  it  shall  be  exempt  from  license  taxes  does 
not  preclude  tiie  subsequent  imposition  of  a  municipal  license  tax 
under  statutory  authority  within  the  contract  period,  even  if  it  is 
imposed  for  revenue  purposes,  and  not  simply  for  the  purpose  of 
police  regulation.^' 

6.  Contract  Ezemptioas;  Immunities  from  License  Tax. — While 
ordinarily  a  license  is  not  a  contract,  instances  occur  where  con- 
tractual elements  may  enter  into  the  granting  of  licenses,'*  or  char- 
ter privileges ;  '*  and  where  this  is  the  case,  the  rule  forbidding 
impairment  of  contract  within  constitutional  limitations  will  be  en- 
forced.'^  For  example,  it  has  been  held  that  a  contract  exemption 


5.  Lowell  V.  Anbambanlt,  189  Mass.  Am.  Dee.  13L  See  also  infra,  par. 
70,  76  N.  E.  65,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  458  ;  67-69. 

State  V.  HoToriia,  lOQ  Minn.  249,  110  9.  Portland  v.  Cook,  48  Ore.  550,  87 

N.  W.  870, 10  Ann.  Cas.  398,  8  L.RJL  Pae.  772,  9  L.BA.(N.S.)  733  and  note. 

(N.S.)  1272  and  note;  Simmons  t.  10.  Note:  30  L.RA.  416.  See  infra, 

State,  12  Mo.  26S,  4S  Am.  Dee.  131;  par.  59^  as  to  licenses  yielding  revenue. 

Wallace  v.  Beno,  27  Nev.  71,  73  Pae.  11.  Springfield  v.  Smith,  138  Mo. 

528,  103  A  S.  E.  747,  63  L.R.A  337  ;  645,  40  S,  W.  757,  60  A  S.  B.  669, 

People  v.  New  Tork  Health  Depart-  37  L.R.A.  446. 

ment,  189  N.  Y.  187,  82  N.  E.  187,  12.  Humphrey  v.  Pegaes,  16  Wall. 

13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  894;  ChUd  v.  Bemna,  244,  21  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  326;  McGahey 

17  R.  I.  230,  21  AU.  539,  12  L.R.A,  v.  Virginia,  136  U.  S.  662,  685,  10  S. 

57;  Littleton  v.  Burgeaa,  14  Wyo.  173,  Ct.  972,  43  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  304;  Ameri- 

82-  Pac  864,  2  L.RA.(N.S.)  63L  can  Smelting,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Colorado,  204 

6.  Doyle  v.  Continental  Ins.  Co.,  94  U.  S.  103,  27  S.  Ct  198,  61  V.  S. 
n.  S.  635,  24  n.  S.  (U  ed.)  148.  (U  ed.)  393,  9  Ann.  Cas.  978;  Stein 

7.  Union  Pass.  R.  Co.  v.  Ptailadd-  v.  MobUe,  49  Ala.  362,  20  Am.  Rep. 
phia,  101  U.  S.  528,  26  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  283. 

912;  St.  Lonis  v.  United  Rys.  Co.,  210  13.  Citizens'  Bank  v.  Parker,  192 

U.  S.  266,  28  S.  Ct  630,  62  U.  8.  (L.  U.  S.  73,  24  S.  Ct  181,  48  U.  S;  (L. 

ed.)  1054;  State  T.Hovorka,  100  Minn,  ed.)  346. 

249, 110  N.  W.  870,  10  Ann.  Cas.  398,  14.  Humphrey  v.  Peguea,  16  Wall. 

8  LJt.A.(N.S.)   1272;   Simmons  t.  244,  21  U.  8.  (U  ed.)  326;  Antoni  v. 

States  12  Mo.  268,  49  Am.  Dec.  131;  Oreenhow,  107  U.  S.  769,  2  S.  Ct.  91. 

Portland     Cook,  48  Ore.  550,  87  Pae.  27  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  468;  Royall  v. 

772,  9  LJl.A.(N.S.)  733  and  note;  Virginia,  121  U.  8.  102,  7  S.  Ct.  826. 

Ex  parte  Williams,  31  Tex.  Crim.  262,  30  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  883;  MeOahey  r. 

20  S.  W.  580,  21  Lr.A.  783.  Virginia,  135  U.  8.  662,  685, 10  S.  Ct. 

8.  Simmtms  v.  State,  12  Mo.  268,  49  972,  43  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  304;  Citizens' 
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from  any  tax  on  the  capital  stock  of  a  bank  may  be  a«flUed  by  cbar> 
ter  prorifflons;  and  tiiat  the  nonliability  of  the  bcmk  to  taxation  so 

created  may  embrace  immunity  from  the  pa3rment  of  a  license  tax 
to  either  the  state  or  the  municipality.'*  And  where  a  state  granted 
a  diarter  to  a  railroad  corporation  and  subsequently  passed  an  act 
amending  its  charter  by  exempting  its  property  from  taxation  it  has 
been  held  that  a  subsequent  railroad  corporation  created  by  such 
state,  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges  of  the  former  corporation, 
possessed  the  same  immunity  from  taxation.'*  But  no  corporation 
can  claim  exemption  from  taxation  or  from  a  license  simply  because 
it  haa  paid  a  bonus  for  its  charter  or  franchise,  in  the  absence  of  a 
stipulation  on  the  part  of  the  state  or  other  taxing  power  that  such 
bonus  was  received  in  lieu  of  any  further  or  future  taxation.'^  Kor 
can  a  daim  for  an  exemption  from  privily  taxation  be  said  to  be 
included  in  the  exemption  by  charter  of  tiie  capital  stock  and  prop- 
erty of  a  company.*'  While  a  state,  or  municipal  corporation  act- 
ing under  ita  autiiority,  may  deprive  itself  by  contract  of  the  power 
to  exercise  a  right  conferred  by  law  to  collect  taxes  or  license  fees, 
at  the  same  time  the  principle  has  been  established  that  such  depri- 
vation can  follow  only  when  the  state  or  city  has  concluded  itself 
by  the  use  of  clear  and  unequivocal  terms,'*  for  exemptions  of  this 
character  are  to  be  strictiy  construed^**  and,  conformably  to  the 
general  rule  of  taxation,  are  never  to  be  presumed.*  The  good  faith 
of  the  legislature  in  imposing  a  privilege  tax  on  railroad  companies 
that  have  charter  exemptions  from  ad  valorem  taxation,  or  a  motive 
to  derive  them  of  that  exemption,  cannot  be  inquired  into  by  the 
courts.* 

7.  License  Distinguished  from  Tax. — Although  a  license  fee  is 
often  denominated  a  tax,*  a  distinction  is  drawn  in  the  authoritiu 

Bank  v.  Parker,  192  U.  S.  73,  24  S.  60  U.  S.  (U  ed.)  79;  St  Louis 

Ct.  181,  48  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  355;  Stein  United  Kys.  Co.,  210  U.  S.  266,  28  S. 

V.  Mobile,  49  Ala.  362,  20  Am.  Rep.  Ct.  630,  52  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1054. 

283.  20.  Union  Pass.  R.  Co.  v.  Phila- 

15.  Citizens'  Bank  t.  Parker,  192  delphia,  101  U.  S.  528,  25  U.  S.  (L. 
U.  S.  73,  24  S.  Ct.  181,  48  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  912, 

ed.)  355.  1.  Wiggins  Ferry  Co.  v.  East  St. 

16.  Humphrey  v.  Pegaes,  16  Wall.  Louis,  107  U.  S.  365,  2  S.  Ct.  257,  27 
244,  21  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  326.  U.  t\  (L.  ed.)  419.    See  infra,  par. 

17.  New  Orleans  v.  Orleans  R.  Co.,  27,  44,  as  to  limitations  on  the  antiior- 
42  La.  Ann.  4,  7  So.  59,  21  A.  S.  R.  ity  of  a  legislature  to  bind  succeeding 
365.  legislatures  in  enactments  relating  to 

18.  Knoxville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Harris,  licehse. 

99  Tenn.  684,  43  S.  W.  115,  53  L.R.A.  2.  Knoxville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  t.  Harris, 

921.  99  Tenn.  684,  43  S.  W.  116,  53  LJtA. 

19.  Fanning  v.  Or^ire,  16  How.  921. 

524, 14  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1043;  New  York  3.  Howe  Machine  Co.  v.  Gage,  100 

V.  New  York  SUte  Board  of  Tax  U,  S.  676,  25  TJ.  S.  (L.  ed.)  754; 

Comm.,  199  U.  S.  48,  25  S.  Ct.  713,  Royall  r.  Virginia,  116  U.  8.  572,  6 
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between  such  a  fee  and  that  whidi  is  commonly  referred  to  as  a 
property  tax.^  Where  ihe  fee  is  imposed  for  the  purpose  of  regula- 
tion, and  the  statute  requires  compliance  vith  certain  conditions  in 
addition  to  the  payment  of  Uie  preH^ibed  sum,  suoh  sum  is  a  license 
proper,  imposed  by  virtue  of  the  police  power ;  but  where  it  is  exacted 
solely  for  revenue  purposes  and  its  payment  gives  the  right  to  carry 
on  the  business  without  any  further  conditions,  it  is  a  tax.*  Another 
distinction  between  a  tax  on  a  business  or  property  and  a  license  is 
that  the  tax  is  exacted  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  business  is 
carried  on  or  the  property  is  within  the  jurisdiction  of  tiie  taxing 
power,*  while,  as  has  been  pointed  out,  a  license  is  required  as  a 
condition  precedent  to  the  ri^t  to  carry  on  business  or  to  hold 
property  within  the  jurisdiction.'  License  taxes  necessarily  affect 
property,*  and  sometimes  they  are  regulated  with  reference  to  the 
amount  of  property  employed,*  yet  it  is  generally  considered  tiiat 
such  a  tax  is  not  a  tax  on  property,**  though  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States  has  established  the  rule  that  a  privilege  tax  imposed 
on  a  railroad  corporation  is  a  tax  on  its  property.**  A  license  fee  is  in 
its  nature  an  imposition  on  the  right  to  use  or  to  dispose  of  property,^* 


S.  Ct.  510,  29  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  735;  City  R.  Co.  v.  Denver,  21  Colo.  350, 

Maine  v.  Grand  Trunk  R.  Co.,  142  41  Pac.  826,  52  A.  S.  R.  239,  29  LJt.A. 

U.  S.  217,  J2  S.  Ct.  121,  163,  35  U.  S.  608. 

(L.  ed.)  994;  State  V.French,  17  Mont.  10.  Maine  v.  Grand  Trunk  R.  Co., 

54,  41  Pac.  1078,  30  hSJi..  415.  142  U.  S.  217,  12  S.  Ct.  121,  163,  35 

Note:  9  L.R.A.  787.  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  994;  Knowlton  v.  Moore, 

4.  Citizens'  Bank  v.  Parker,  192  U.  178  U.  S.  41,  20  S.  Ct.  747,  44  U.  S. 

S.  73,  24  S.  Ct.  181,  48  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  (L.  ed.)  969;  Birmingham  v.  Gold- 

346;  New  Orleans  v.  Eclipse  Tow-  stein,  151  Ala.  473,  44  So.  113,  125  A. 

Boat  Co.,  33  La.  Ann.  647,  39  Am.  Rep.  S.  R.  33,  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  568;  Ft. 

279,  reversed  on  another  point  by  Mo-  Smith  v.  Scruggs,  70  Ark.  549,  69  S. 

ran  v.  New  Orleans,  112  V.  S.  69,  6  W.  679,  91  A.  S.  R.  100,  58  L.R.A. 

S.  Ct.  38,  28  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  109;  Com.  921;  Denver  City  R.  Co.  v.  Denver, 

V.  Boyd,  188  Mass.  79,  74  N.  E.  255,  21  Colo.  350,  41  Pac.  826,  52  A.  S.  R. 

108  A.  S.  R.  464;  Pegg  v.  Columbus,  239,  29  L.R.A.   608;   Tomlinson  v. 

80  Ohio  St.  367,  89  N.  E.  14,  23  L.R.A.  Indianapolis,  144  Ind.  142,  43  N.  E. 

(N.S.)  453;  Com.  v.  Brown,  91  Va.  9,  36  L.R.A.  413  and  note ;  Terre  Haute 

l^,^-.?-  ^^J'               Ho  T  ^  Kersey,  169  Ind.  300,  64  N.  E.  469, 

fi^?-  «n  N  F%^S  1*2Ta  1^  R  ^'      »■  288;  State  v.  Hovorka, 

^     A  /M  or  -rV^u   K       J   '  100  Minn.  249,  110  N.  W.  870,  10 

14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  787;  Phoebus  v.  Man-  .              ooa  o  t  tj  a  m  «;  i  1979 

hattan  Social  Club,  105  Va.  144,  52  «  L.R.A(N.S  )  1272. 

a  T?  aao  a         n^^  crt  H-  Wilmington  B.  Co.  v.  Reid,  13 

^•s'^S  V.  U^kS-CoInty,  48  Ore.  WaU  264,  20  ^8.  (L.  ed.)  6^;  Gnlf 

326,  86  Pac.  595,  120  A.  S.  R.  815.  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Hewes,  183  U.  S.  66,  22 

7.  See  supra,  par.  2.  S.  Ct  26,  48  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  86,  bold- 

8.  Newton  v.  Atchison,  31  Kan.  151,  ing  a  different  rule  as  to  the  privileges 
1  Pac.  288,  47  Am.  Rep.  486.  of  corporations. 

9.  Birmingham  v.  Goldstein,  151  Ala.  12.  Knowlton  v.  Moore,  178  XJ.  S. 
473,  44  So.  113,  125  A.  S.  R.  33,  12  41,  20  S.  Ct.  747,  44  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  668  and  note:  Denver  969. 
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to  oonduot  a  businesB,^  or  to  exercise  a  privilege  ^*  or  frauchiM.'* 
The  constitatioxutl  power  to  tax  privileges  contemplatea  such  privi- 
leges as  cannot  be  exercised  by  any  citizen  without  the  aid  of  some 
statutory  provision  granting  such  privilege  or  right  to  one  or 
more  individuals ;  but  a  right  not  created  by  or  dependent  on  statute, 
as,  for  instance,  the  right  to  acquire  and  use  property,  is  not  a 
privilege  subject  to  taxation.^'  There  is  no  inherit  vice  in  the 
taxation  of  vocations.  On  the  contrary,  business  is  as  legitimate 
a  subject  of  taxation  as  property.^'  And  it  cannot  be  said  that  the 
regulation  of  the  sale  of  the  articles  amounts  to  destruction  of  the  right 
of  property  in  them.^*  A  tax  does  not  imply  a  license.  There  is 
uo  necessary  connection  whatever  between  tiiem.  A  business  may 
be  licensed  and  yet  not  taxed,  or  it  may  be  taxed  and  yet  not  licensed. 
And  so  far  is  the  tax  from  being  necessarily  a  license  that  provision 
is  frequently  made  by  law  for  the  taxation  of  a  business  tiiat  is  car- 
ried on  under  a  license  existing  independent  of  Uie  tax.'*  A  license 
is  a  tax  only  when  revenue  is  the  main  purpose  for  which  it  is 
imposed.^  Within  the  general  distinction  so  drawn  a  license  can- 
not be  regarded  as  property  and  is  not  taxable  as  such;  ^  and  so  it 
follows  that  an  express  direction  to  impose  a  tax  on  all  property  by 
a  uniform  rule  does  not  necessarily  exclude  taxation  on  that  which 
is  not  property,  or  cover  the  whole  ground  included  within  the  limits 
of  the  taxing  power.* 

8.  Restraint  of  Trade  or  Business. — ^An  ordinance  is  in  restraint  of 
trade  within  the  meaning  of  license  laws  where  It  checks  the  free- 

13.  Davis  V.  Macon,  64  Qa.  128,  37  588,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  78. 
Am.  Rep.  60;  Hewin  v.  Atlanta,  121     Note:  4  L.R.A.  809. 

Qa.  723,  49  S.  E.  765,  2  Ann.  Cas.  296,  16.  Stevens  v.  State,  2  Ark.  291,  35 

67  L.R.A.  795 ;  Terre  Haute  v.  Kersey,  Am.  Dec.  72. 

159  Ind.  300,  64  N.  E.  469,  95  A.  S.  17.  In  re  Watson,  17  S.  D.  486,  97 

R.  298;  Ward  v.  State,  31  Md.  279,  1  N.  W.  463,  2  Ann.  Cas.  321. 

Am.  Rep.  60;  Knoxville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  18.  State  v.  Burgoyne,  7  Lea  (Tenn.) 

v.  Harris,  99  Tenn.  684,  43  S.  W.  115,  173,  40  Am.  Rep.  60. 

53  L.R.A.  921;  Pullman  Palace-Car  19.  Toungblood  v.  Sexton,  32  Mich. 

Co.  V.  State,  64  Tex.  274,  53  Am.  Rep.  406,  20  Am.  Rep.  654. 

758.  20.  San  Francisco  v.  Liverpool,  etc, 

14.  Welch  V.  Hotchkiss,  39  Conn.  Ins.  Co.,  74  CaJ.  U3,  15  Pac.  380,  5 
140,  12  Am.  Rep.  383;  Terre  Haute  A.  S.  R.  425;  Ottumwa  v.  Zekind,  95 
V.  Kersey,  159  Ind.  300,  64  N.  E.  469,  la.  622,  64  N.  W.  646,  58  A.  S.  R. 
95  A.  S.  R.  298;  Stone  v.  Fritto,  169  447,  29  L.R.A.  734;  Levi  v.  LouisvUIe, 
Ind.  361,  82  N.  E.  792,  14  Ann.  Cas.  97  Ky.  394,  30  S.  W.  973,  28  L.R.A. 
295,  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1147;  Ash  v.  480;  Ex  parte  Cramer,  62  Tex.  Crim. 
People,  11  Mich.  347,  83  Am.  Dec.  11,  136  S.  W.  61,  Ann.  Gas.  1913C 
740  and  note;  Nebraska  Telephone  588,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  78. 

Co.  V.  Lincoln,  82  Neb.  59,  117  N.  W.  Notes:  52  Am.  Dec  331;  4  LRJL 

284,  28  L.R.A.(N.S.)  221;  KnoxviUe,  809. 

etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Harris,  99  Tenn.  684,  1.  Newton  v.  Atchison,  31  Kan.  lU, 

43  S.  W.  115,  53  L.R.A.  921.  1  Pac.  288,  47  Am.  Rep.  486. 

15.  Kx  parte  Cramer,  62  Tex.  Crim.  2.  See  infra,  par.  11. 
11,  136  S.  W.  61,  Ann.  Cas.  1913C 
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dom  of  oommercial  inUrcouise,  in  trooting  unequaHy  gooda  of  the 
same  class,  kmd»  and  quality;  or  where  it  places  an  unwarranted 
impediment  in  the  way  of  the  buyer  . and  seller  in  acqniring  and  dis- 
posing of  property;  or  where  by  a  poli<7  of  ^elusion,  it  tends  to 
the  creation  of  monopoly.*  The  requirement  of  any  license  or  the 
enforcement  of  any  regulation  on  busines  is  to  some  extent  neces- 
sarily in  restraint  of  trade;  but  it  does  not  follow  that  such  require- 
ment or  regulation  is  unauthorized,  void  or  oppressive.*  In  certain 
cases  municipal  regulations  in  restraint  of  trade  may  be  authorized 
by  law;  and  in  case  of  oppressiveness,  the  remedy  lies  with  the  law- 
making power.'  But  laws  are  not  in  restraint  of  trade  where  they 
merely  impose  taxes  on  the  sales  of  merchandise;*  or  where  they 
relate  to  a.  proper  subject  for  legislative  supervision  under  the  police 
power;  ^  or  where  they  are  merely  in  regulation  of  the  trade,  and 
the  regulation  is  for  ^e  good  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  or  for 
the  advantage  of  the  trade  and  improvement  of  the  commodity  sold.* 
But  an  ordinance  will  be  declared  void  as  an  unlawful  restraint  if 
it  is  opposed  to  the  public  policy  of  the  state,*  or  where,  otherwise, 
it  is  not  merely  in  regulation,  but  is  unreasonable,  unnecessary,  and 
inequitable.^* 

9.  Federal  Supervision  over  License  Laws;  Due  Process  of  Law. — 
Regulations  respecting  the  pursuit  of  a  lawful  trade  or  business,  being 
an  exercise  of  iAie  police  power,  are  within  the  authority  of  the  state, 
and  form  no  subject  for  federal  interference  unless  they  axe  so  utterly 
unreasonable  and  extravagant  in  their  nature  and  purpose  that  the 
property  and  personal  rights  of  the  citizen  are  unnecessarily  and  in 
a  manner  wholly  arbitrary  interfered  with  or  destroyed  without  due 
process  of  law,^^  or  unless  other  constitutional  rights  are  impaired 
or  destroyed.*'  And  it  is  also  a  rule  that  the  acceptance  of  a  license 

S.  Sipe  T.  Murphy,  49  Ohio  St  536,  9.  Bitzer  v.  Thompson,  105  Ky.  514, 

31  N.  E.  884,  17  L.R.A.  184.  49  S.  W.  199,  44  L.R.A.  141;  Sine  v. 

4.  Gibbons  v.  Ogden,  9  Wheat.  1,  Murphy,,  49  Ohio  St  636^  81  N.  £. 
6  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  23;  St.  Paul  v.  Colter,  884,  17  L.R.A.  184. 

12  Minn.  41,  90  Am.  Dee.  278.  10.  Com.  v.  Stodder,  2  Cash.  (Mass.) 

5.  St.  Paul  V.  Colter,  12  Wint^  41,  562,  48  Am.  Dec.  679;  Chaddock  v. 
90  Am.  Dec.  278.  Day,  75  Mich.  527,  42  N.  W.  977,  13 
'  6.  Harrison  v.  Yicksbnrg,  3  Smedes  A.  S.  B.  468,  4  Lit^.  809;  St  Paul 
&  M.  (Miss.)  581,  41  Am.  Dec.  633.  t.  Laidler,  2  Hinp.  190,  72  Am.  Dec, 

7.  In  re  Vandine,  6  Pick,  (Mass.)  89. 

187, 17  Am.  Dec.  351 ;  State  v.  Hovor-  Note:  34  Am.  Dec.  637. 

ka,  100  Mion.  249,  110  N.  W.  870,  10  11.  Gundling  v.  Chicago,  177  U.  S. 

Ann.  Gas.  398,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1272  183,  20  S.  Ct  633,  44  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

and  note;  Newson  v.  Galveston,  76  725. 

Tex.  559,  13  S.  W.  368,  7  L.R.A.  797.  12.  See  supra,  par.  5,  as  to  obliga- 

8.  Mobile  v.  Yuille,  3  Ala.  137,  36  tions  of  contract ;  and  inifra,  par.  IS  et 
Am.  Dec.  441,  overruled  on  another  seq.,  as  to  constitutional  guaranties  in 
point  by  HuntsvUle  t.  Phelps,  27  AJa.  respect  to  interstate  commerce;  and  in- 
65.  fra,  par.  40  et  seq.,  as  to  equal  pio- 
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under  a  state  law  does  not  impose  on  the  licensee  an  obligaticHi  to 
respect  or  to  comply  with  any  provisions  of  the  statute,  or  any  regu- 
lations prescribed  by  state  authorities,  that  are  repugnant  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.^'  As  instances  of  laws  upheld  as  not 
offending  against  the  due  process  of  law  clause  of  the  federal  con- 
stitution may  be  cited  such  as  require  a  license  after  examination 
to  operate  a  moving  picture  machine  in  a  large  city;"  or  pro- 
hibit the  sale  of  cigarettes  without  a  license;  ^'  or  require  a  license 
to  conduct  a  public  dance  hall ;  ^*  or  impose  an  occupation  tax  on 
wholesale  dealers  in  a  certain  article  of  commerce  without  exact* 
ing  a  similar  tax  from  wholesale  dealers  in  other  articles."  Simi- 
larly, laws  have  been  uphdd  which  forbid  private  markets  within 
certain  limits,  in  which  the  licensee  has  established  a  market  under 
hcense  from  the  city  and  expended  money  thereon ;  or  which  require 
itinerant  vendors  to  make  a  deposit  witb  the  state  treasurer,  to  be 
returned  on  the  surrender  of  the  license,  less  the  amount  of  any  fines 
and  costs  that  may  have  been  imposed  ;**  or  which  concern  the 
process  of  arriving  at  the  valuation  of  the  franchise  of  a  street  rail- 
way company  for  the  purpose  of  the  inq>osing  of  a  special  franchise 
tax ;  **  or  the  making  of  municipal  charges  on  the  poles  and  wires  of 
a  telegraph  company.* 

10.  Constitutional  Restrictions  on  Right  to  License. — ^Under  a  con- 
stitutional provision  which  declares  that  the  l^slature  shall  not  im- 
pose taxes  on  cities  or  on  the  inhabitants  or  property  thereof  for 
city  purposes,  the  legislature  cannot  itself,  or  through  the  agency  of 
commissioners,  any  more  impose  a  tax  directly  on  an  occupation  or 
business  in  cities  for  city  purposes  tJian  it  can  directly  impose  taxes 
on  city  property  for  city  purposes.*  A  state  cannot  tax  a  business 
occupation  when  it  cannot  tax  the  business  itself,  and  a  tax  on  the 
occupation  of  doing  a  business  is  a  tax  on  the  business.'  Moreover, 
license  fees  cannot  be  exacted  of  public  servants  or  those  engaged 

tection  of  laws,  and  as  to  privilq^  (L.  ed.)  688. 

and  immunities.  18.  Newson  v.  Galveston,  76  Tex. 

13.  W.  W.  Cargill  Co.  v.  Minnesota,  559,  13  S.  W.  368,  7  L.R.A.  797. 

380  U.  S.  452,  21  S.  Ct.  423,  45  U.  S.  19.  State  v.  Harrington,  68  Vt.  622, 

(L.  ed.)  619.  35  Atl.  515,  34  UR.A.  100. 

14.  State  V.  Loden,  117  Md.  373,  83  20.  New  York  v.  New  York  State 
Atl.  564,  Ann.  Cas.-  1913E  1300,  40  Board  of  Tax  Comr's,  199  U.  S.  48, 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  193  and  note.  25  S.  Ct.  713,  50  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  79. 

15.  Gundling  v.  Chicago,  176  111.  1.  Western  Union  Tel.  Co.  v.  Ricb- 
340,  52  N.  E.  44,  48  L.R.A.  230,  af-  mond,  224  U.  S.  160,  32  S.  Ct.  449, 
firmed  177  U.  S.  183,  20  S.  Ct.  633,  56  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  710. 

44  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  725.  2.  State  v.  Ashbrook,  154  Mo.  375, 

16.  Mehlos  V.  Milwaukee,  156  Wis.  55  S.  W.  627,  77  A.  S.  R.  765  and 
591,  146  N.  W.  882,  Ann.  Cas.  1915C  note,  48  L.R.A.  265. 

1102,  51  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1009  and  note.  3.  Osborne  v.  State,  33  Fla.  162, 14 

17.  Southwestern  Oil  Co.  v.  Texas,  So.  588,  39  A.  S.  R.  99,  26  L.R.A. 
217  U.  S.  U4,  30  S.  Ct.  496,  54  U.  S.  120. 
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in  public  work.*  If  the  legislature  of  a  state  has,  ever  since  the 
adoption  of  its  constitution,  recognized  the  principle  that  the  subject 
of  license  taxra  is  for  the  legislature,  this  construction  is  entitled  to 
consideration  when  a  statute  is  claimed  to  be  in  conflict  with  the 
constitution,  because  it  imposes  a  license  fee  or  tax> 

11.  Constitutional  Uniformity  Clauses. — decided  majority  of  the 
oases  hold  that  the  constitutional  provision  which  imposes  equality 
and  uniformity  of  taxation  has  no  application  to  an  occupation  or 
hcense  tax,  but  is  Umiled  to  a  direct  property  tax  wbidb  is  assessed 
and  collected  in  the  usual  way,'  although  the  license  fee  may  be 
r^ulated  by  the  amount  of  bigness  done,  with  a  provision  for  the 
privilege  of  paying  a  maximum  fixed  amount  instead.^  Some  cases, 
however,  take  the  view  that  the  provision  in  question  applies  to  license 
taxes  as  well  as  taxes  on  property,'  at  least  to  a  limited  extent,'  that 
is,  as  has  been  pointed  out,  tiiis  qualification  of  the  rule  is  proper 
only  when  the  license  is  exacted  for  revenue  purposes  and  {herdt>y 
becomes  a  tax  within  a  constitutional  sense.^*  Ordinaiily,  however, 

4.  Figg  V.  Thompson,  105  Ky.  509,  Mich.  406,  20  Am.  Eep.  654;  State 

49  S.  W.  202,  88  A.  S.  R.  316  and  v.  Webber,  214  Mo.  272,  113  S.  W. 

note,  44  L.B.A.  135.  1054, 15  Ann.  Gas.  983  and  note;  SUte 

6.  State  V.  Camp  Sing,  18  Mont.  v.  Camp  Sing,  18  Mont.  128,  44  Pae. 

128,  44  Pae.  516,  56  A.  S.  B.  551,  32  516,  56  A.  S.  R.  551,  32  L.R.A.  635; 

L.B.A.  635.  State  v.  French,  17  Mont.  64,  41  Pac. 

6.  Knowlton  v.  Moore,  178  U.  S.  1078,  30  L.R.A.  415  and  note;  Rosen- 

41,  20  S.  Ct.  747,  44  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  bloom  v.  State,  64  Neb.  342,  89  N.  W. 

969;  Phoenix  Carpet  Co.  v.  State,  118  1053,  57  L.R.A.  922;  Salt  Lake  City 

Ala.  143,  22  So.  627,  72  A.  8.  R.  143  v.  Cbristensen  Co.,  34  Utah  38,  95  Pac. 

and  note,  42  L.R.A.  468;  Birmingham  523,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  898  and  note; 

V.  Goldstein,  151  Ala.  473,  44  So,  113,  Fleetwood  v.  Read,  21  Wash.  547,  58 

125  A.  S.  R.  33,  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  568;  Pac.  665,  47  L.R.A.  205;  StuU  v.  De 

Ft.  Smith  V.  Scraggs,  70  Ark.  549,  69  Mattoa,  23  Wash.  71,  62  Pac.  451,  -51 

S.  W.  679,  91  A.  S.  R.  100,  58  L.R.A.  L.R.A.  892;  State  v.  Clausen,  65  Wash. 

921;  People  v.  Naglee,  1  Cal.  232,  52  156,  117  Pac.  1101,  37  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

Am.  Dec.  312;  People  v.  Coleman,  4  466;  State  v.  Willingham,  9  Wyo.  290, 

Cal.  46,  60  Am.  Dec.  581,  overruled  on  62  Pac.  797,  87  A.  S.  R.  948,  52 

another  point  by  People  r.  McCreery,  L.R.A.  198. 

34  Cal.  432;  Denver  City  R.  Co.  v.  Notes:  129  A.  8.  R.  267,  287  ;  6 

Denver,  21  Colo.  350,  41  Pac.  826,  52  L.R.A.  509;  30  L.B.A.  417  et  seq.;  2 

A.  S.  R.  239,  29  L.R.A.  608;  In  re  Ann.  Cas.  326. 

Kessler,  26  Idaho  764,  146  Pac.  113,  See  infra,  par.  39,  as  to  a  similar 

L.R.A.1915D  322;  Herder's  Fire  Proof  rule  of  construction  under  the  federal 

Storage,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Chicago,  235  III.  constitution;  and  see  infra,  par.  23, 

58,  85  N.  E.  245,  14  Ann.  Cas.  536;  for  an  exception  to  the  rule  under 

Terre  Haute  v.  Kersey,  159  Ind.  300,  certain  authorities  as  to  taxes  upon 

64  N.  E.  469,  95  A.  S.  R.  298;  Scot-  the  privileges  of  corporations. 

tish  Union,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Herriott,  109  7.  State  v,  Applegarth,  81  Md.  293, 

la.  606,  80  N.  W.  665,  77  A.  S.  31  Atl.  961,  28  L.B.A.  812. 

R.  548;  State      Hammond  Packing  8.  Note:  30  L.R.A.  419. 

Co.,  no  La.  180,  34  So.  368,  98  A.  9.  Note:  2  Ann.  Cas.  325. 

S.  R.  459;  Youngblood  v.  Sexton,  32  10.  See  supra,  par.  7. 
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there  is  no  restriction  on  the  power  of  the  legislature  to  tax  occu- 
pations," except  that  there  can  be  no  arbitrary  and  unreasonablo 
discrimination  against  persons.^*  Under  the  general  rule  it  is  clear 
that  a  privilege  tax  on  a  ixade  or  occupation  may,  so  far  as  con- 
stitufionfd  provisions  are  concerned,  be  authorized  by  the  consti- 
tution in  addition  to  an  ad  valorem  tax  on  property.^'  If  an 
occupation  tax  be  upheld  in  any  case  as  an  exercise  of  the  taxing 
power,  it  must  not  violate  a  constitutional  requirement  of  uniformity, 
and  therefore  a  tax  imposed  by  the  legislature  on  the  exercise  of  an 
occupation  in  some  counties  but  not  in  others  is  unconstitutional.** 
And  it  has  been  held  that  the  constitutional  requirement  that  taxes 
shall  be  uniform  on  all  property  subject  to  taxation  and  shall  be 
assessed  at  its  fair  cash  value  is  violated  by  a  municipal  tax  which 
applies  the  ad  valorem  system  to  real  property  and  a  license  tax  to 
personal  property,  although  it  is  also  provided  that  taxation  based 
on  licenses  or  franchises  may  be  provided  for.'*  Whether  money 
nused  under  the  provisions  of  a  municipal  ordinance  requiring  every 
person  engaged  in  a  certain  occupation  or  business  to  pay  a  fixed  sum 
annually  into  the  city  treasury  is  license  money  within  the  meaning 
of  a  constit\itional  provision  depends  on  the  substance  and  purpose 
of  the  ordinance,  rather  than  on  its  form.*' 

12.  Privileges  and  Franchises  of  Corporations. — tax  imposed  on 
certain  corporations  by  way  of  a  license  for  exercising  corporate 
franchises,  although  laid  with  respect  to  the  capital  stock,  possesses 
the  legal  quality  of  a  license  or  franchise  tax,  as  distinguished  from 
a  tax  on  property,  and  is  not  offensive  to  those  constitutional  pro- 
visions which  require  equality  and  uniformity  in  the  taxation  of 
property.*'  And  so  a  license  tax  on  corporations  is  not  a  tax  on 
their  franchises  in  the  sense  that  the  word  is  used  in  the  constitu- 
tion, declaring  them  to  be  property  and  requiring  property  to  be 
taxed  according  to  its  value,  and  therefore  such  taxes  may  be  pro- 
portioned  to  the  capital  involved,  at  least  where  the  constitution  also 
authorizes  a  license  tax  on  franchises.^*  In  license  legialatton,  by  the 

11.  Davis  V.  Macon,  64  Ga.  128,  37  V.  S.  594,  10  S.  Ct.  593,  33  TJ.  S.  (L. 
Am.  Rep.  60;  Scottish  Union,  etc.,  Ins.  ed.)  1035;  Phoenix  Carpet  Co.  v.  State, 
Co.  V.  Herriott,  109  la.  606,  80  N.  W.  118  Ala.  143,  22  So.  627,  72  A.  S.  R. 
665,  77  A.  S.  R.  548.  143  and  note;  Standard  Underground 

12.  Water-Pierce  Oi!  Co.  v.  Hot  Cable  Co.  v.  Atty-Gen.,  46  N.  J.  Eq. 
Springs,  85  Ark.  509,  109  S.  W.  293,  270,  19  AO.  733,  19  A.  S.  R.  394; 
16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1035.  Blaekrock  Copper  Min.,  etc.,  Co.  v. 

13.  See  infra,  par.  13-14.  Tingey,  34  Utah  369,  98  Pac.  180, 131 
J4.  State  V.  Moore,  113  N.  C.  697,  A.  S.  R.  850,  28  Ii.RA.(N.S.)  255. 

18  S.  E.  542,  22  L.R.A.  472.  See  supra,  par.  11,  as  to  the  rule  gen- 

15.  Levi  V.  Louisville,  97  Ky.  394,  erally. 

30  S.  W.  973,  28  L.R.A.  480.  18.  Blaekrock  Copper  Min.,  etc.,  Co. 

16.  State  V.  Boyd,  63  Neb.  829,  89  v.  Tingey,  34  Utah  369,  98  Pac.  180, 
N.  W.  417,  58  L.R.A.  108.  131  A.  S.  R.  850,  28  L.R.A.(N.8.) 

17.  Home  Ins.  Co.  v.  New  York,  134  255. 
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term  "corporate  franchise  or  busineeB"  is  meant  the  right  or  privi- 
lege of  being  a  corporation,  that  is,  of  doing  business  in  a  corpo- 
rate capacity,  the  granting  of  which  ri^t  or  privilege  rests  entir^y 
in  the  discretion  of  the  state,  and  when  granted  may  be  accompa- 
nied with  such  conditions  as  the  legislature  may  judge  most  bat- 
ting to  public  policy.^*  There  is  a  distinction  between  the  right 
or  privilege  to  transact  or  carry  on  business  within  the  corporate 
limits  of  a  city  and  the  actual  operation  of  the  business  itself.  It 
is  the  franchise,  the  grant  of  the  right  to  do  business,  which  must 
be  taxed  according  to  value,  the  same  as  other  property provided, 
at  least,  the  franchise  is  not  derived  from  the  United  Stetes ;  ^  and 
it  is  in  this  sense  of  the  term  that  the  franchise  or  right  is  not 
identical  with  the  business  or  occupation  of  the  company.'  Conform- 
ably to  the  rule  relating  to  the  authority  of  legislatures  generally,* 
the  taxation  of  a  corporate  franchise  has  no  limitation  but  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  taxing  power,  and  its  value  is  not  measured  like  that 
of  property,  but  may  be  fixed  at  any  sum  that  the  l^palature  may 
choose.  The  objection  is  not  tenable  that  the  statute,  in  imposing 
such  tax,  conflicte  with  the  1^  clause  of  the  first  section  of  the  four- 
teenth amendment  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  declaring 
that  no  state  shall  deprive  any  person  within  its  jurisdiction  of  the 
equal  protection  of  the  laws,  although  corporations  are  persons  within 
the  meaning  of  this  amendment.*  The  yearly  license  fee  imposed 
on  miscellaneous  corporations  is  levied  on  the  right  of  the  company 
to  exist  in  corporate  form,  without  regard  to  the  powers  that  under 
such  form  it  may  exercise.  Such  a  fee  may  be  exacted  by  the  stale 
from  which  the  right  is  derived,  without  reference  to  the  nature 
of  the  business  the  corporation  may  be  authorized  to  carry  on,  and 
is  constitutional,  even  as  against  a  domestic  corporation  created  for 
the  purpose  of  engaging  in  commerce  with  an  adjoining  state.*  A 
statute  requiring  corporations  to  pay  an  abnual  privilege  tax  takes 
effect  from  the  day  of  its  approval,  unless  a  different  time  is  specified 
in  the  act  Such  a  tax  has  no  relation  to,  or  connection  with,  taxes 
imposed  on  licenses  exacted  by  pre-existing  legislation,  but  is  gov- 
erned alone  by  the  terms  of  the  statute  creating  it.* 


19.  Home  Ins.  Co.  v.  New  York,  134 
a  S.  594,  10  S.  Ct.  593,  33  U.  S.  (L. 
ed.)  1025. 

20.  Nebraska  Telephone  Co.  v.  Lin- 
coln,  82  Neb.  59,  U7  N.  W.  284,  28 
L.B.A.(N.S.)  221, 

1.  Atlantic,  etc..  Tel.  Co.  v.  Phila- 
delphia, 190  U.  S.  160,  23  S.  Ct.  817, 
47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  995. 

2.  Nebra^a  Telephone  Co.  v.  Ua- 
coln,  82  Neb.  59,  117  N.  W.  284,  28 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  221. 


3.  See  iofra,  par.  27  et  seq. 

4.  Home  Ine.  Co.  v.  New  York,  134 
U.  S.  594,  10  S.  Ct.  693,  33  U.  S.  (L. 
ed.)  1025. 

6.  State  Lurnberville  Delaware  Bridge 
Co.  V.  State  Board  of  Assessors,  55 
N.  J.  U  529,  26  Atl.  711,  25  L.B.A. 
134. 

6.  Phoenix  Carpet  Co.  v.  State,  118 
Ala.  143,  22  So.  627,  72  A.  S.  R.  143. 
As  to  the  time  of  taking  effect  of  stat- 
utes generally,  see  Statutes. 


Digitized  by  Google 


UCENSES 


17  R.  C.  U 


13.  Double  Toxatitm. — ^It  is  a  well  settled  rule  that  the  state  may 
collect  an  ad  valorem  tax  on  property  used  in  a  calling,  and  at  the 
same  time  impose  a  license  tax  on  the  pursuit  of  that  calling.'  This 
is  in  no  sense  a  double  tax;  the  state  does  not  tax  the  calling  as 
proper^,  but  simply  requires  a  license  for  the  privilege  of  engaging 
in  it,  or  for  enjoying  advantages  incident  to  its  exercise.*  Accord- 
ingly, it  is  not  a  valid  objection  to  an  ordinance  that  it  partakes 
of  both  the  character  of  a  regulation  and  also  that  of  an  excise  or 
privilege  tax.  The  business  is  more  easily  subjected  to  die  operation 
of  the  power  tbVegulate  where  a  license  is  required,  while  the  revenue 
obtained  on  account  of  the  license  is  none  the  less  legal  because  the 
ordinance  which  authorized  it  fulfils  the  two  functions,  one  a  regu- 
lating and  the  other  a  revenue  function.  So  long  as  the  state  law 
authorizes  both  regulation  and  taxaUon,  it  is  enough,  and  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  ordinance  violates  no  provision  of  federal  constitu- 
tion.* Where,  however,  a  license  is  for  the  purpose  of  raising  revenue, 
the  tests  as  to  taxation,  according  to  some  of  the  authorities,  prevail, 
and  in  such  case  the  license  would  be  obnoxious  as  double  taxation.'* 
Following  the  general  rule  it  has  been'  held  that  a  statute  imposing 
a  tonnage  tax  for  purposes  of  inspection  on  certain  products,  and 
forbidding  any  other  tax  to  be  levied  by  county,  city,  or  town,  does 
not  forbid  a  municipality  from  imposing  a  license  tax  on  the  business 
of  dealing  in  such  products.^^  The  cases  generally  hold  that  the 
imposition  of  a  license  tax  on  vehicles  using  ihe  streets  of  a  city 
for  carrying  persons  or  property,  in  addition  to  the  ad  valorem  tax 
on  the  vehicles  as  property  and  a  license  tax  on  the  right  to  pursue 
ike  occupation  in  which  the  vehicles  are  used,  does  not  amount 
to  double  taxation,**  but  there  is  authority  supporting  the  opposite 

7.  Ft.  Smith  v.  SeruggB,  70  Ark.  8.  Ft  Smith -v.  Scruggs,  70  Ark. 

549,  69  8.  W.  679,  91  A.  S.  B.  100,  549,  69  S.  W.  679,  91  A.  S.  R.  100,  58 

58  L.R.A.  921;  San  Francisco  V.  Liver-  L,R.A.  921;  Nebraska  Telephone  Co. 

pool,  etc.,  Ins.  Co.,  74  Cal.  113,  15  v.  Lincoln,  82  Neb.  59, 117  N.  W.  284, 

Pac.  380,  5  A.  S.  R.  425;  Scottish  28  L.R.A.{N.S.)  221;  Mercantile  In- 

Union,  etc.,  Ins.  Co.  v.  Herriott,  109  corporating  Co.  v.  Junkin,  85  Neb. 

la.  606,  So  N.  W.  665,  77  A.  S.  R.  548;  561, 123  N.  W.  1055, 19  Ann.  Caa.  269^ 

Springfield  v.  Smith,  138  Mo,  645,  40  Frommer  v.  Richmond,  31  Grat  (Va.) 

S.  W.  757,  60  A.  S.  R.  569,  37  L.R.A.  646,  31  Am.  Rep.  746. 

446;  Nebraska  Telephone  Co.  v.  Lin-  9.  Gundling  v.  Chicago,  177  U.  S. 

coin,  82  Neb.  59,  117  N.  W.  284,  28  1S3,  20  S.  Ct.  633,  44  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  221  and  note;  State  v.  725. 

Stevenson,  109  N.  C.  730, 14  S.  E.  385,  10.  Atlantic,  etc.,  Tel.  Co.  v.  Phila- 

26  A.  S.  R.  595;  Pocomoke  Guano  Co.  delphia,  190  U.  S.  160,  23  S.  Ct.  817, 

V.  New  Bern,  158  N.  C.  354,  74  S.  E.  47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  995.   See  infra,  par. 

2,  39  L.R.A.(N.S.)  803;  In  re  Hoffert,  50,  as  to  tax  for  revenue  purposes. 

34  S.  D.  271,  148  N.  W.  20,  52  L.R.A.  11.  Pocomoke  Guano  Co.  v.  New 

(N.S.)  949  and  note;  Pullman  Palace-  Bern,  158  N.  C.  354,  74  S.  E.  2,  39 

Car  Co.  V.  State,  64  Tex.  274,  53  Am.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  803. 

Rep.  758.  12.  Harder's  Fireproof  Storage,  etc, 

Note:  129  A.  S.  R.  264.  Co.  t.  Chicago,  235  lU.  58,  85  N.  B. 
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view.>*  In  respect  of  tbis  division  of  authority,  under  the  rule  first 
stated  a  business  subject  to  a  general  occupation  tax  cannot  be  divided, 
and  an  additional  tax  be  imposed  on  some  of  the  constituent  elements 
of  the  business;  but  if  the  element  on  which  the  additional  tax 
is  impeded  is  not  a  necessary  or  usual  part  of  the  general  busi- 
ness,  the  tax  will  be  sustained.^^  While  in  support  of  the  oppos- 
ing rule  the  position  has  been  taken  that  if  one  pays  a  license  tax 
to  a  city  to  obtain  the  privilege  to  peddle  with  a  wagon^  he  obtains 
with  the  privilege  the  right  to  the  free  use  of  the  streets  of  the  city 
with  his  vehicle;  and  to  compel  him,  after  paying  for  a  license  which 
authorized  him  to  use  his  wagon  on  the  streets,  to  pay  for  and  take 
out  an  additional  Ucense  for  the  same  privilege  conferred  by  the 
first  amounts  to  double  taxation.^'  The  right  to  license  an  occu- 
pation in  one  locality  is  not  necessarily  affected  by  a  licensing  of 
the  same  occupation  under  another  jurisdiction;  and  so  it  may  be 
that  one  municipality  may  legally  exact  a  license  of  a  person  pur- 
suing his  occupation  ■  in  such  municipality  although  he  had  been 
previously  licensed  elsewhere  by  another  municipal  body  for  the 
same  pursuit'" 

14.  Double  Occnpfltlons. — ^Itis  a  general  rule  Hiat  a  person  engaged 

in  several  distinct  occupations  or  businesses  in  the  same  city  or  town 
may  be  required  to  pay  a  license  tax  for  each."  And  so  a  charter 
provision  that  no  more  tiian  one  license  shall  be  assessed  or  collected 
from  persons  doing  business  under  a  firm  name  does  not  prohibit 
the  exaction  from  an  individual  or  firm  of  a  license  for  carrying 
on  the  business  of  a  retail  liquor  dealer  and  another  license  for 
carrying  on  business  as  a  wholesale  dealer  in  such  liquors.^^  Al- 
though the  legislature  may  require  a  license  as  retail  merchant,  which 
probably  means  a  retail  dealer  in  any  and  all  kinds  of  merchandise, 
it  may  also,  from  motives  of  public  policy,  require  a  special  license 
of  certain  kinds  of  dealers,  such  as  peddlers  and  hawkers,  as  well 
as  of  those  who  deal  in  certain  kinds  of  merchf^dise,  such  as  those 
who  retail  distilled  liquors,  sell  medicines,  keep  a  coffee,  soda,  or 
fruit  stand,  and  many  others.  And  where  a  license  is  required 
to  carry  on  the  business  of  a  druggist,  one  cannot,  it  has  been  held, 

245,  14  Ann.  Cas.  536,  distinguishing  16.  Chicago  Packing,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Chi- 

Chicago  V.  CoUins,  175  Dl.  445,  51  N.  cago,  88  HI.  221,  30  Am.  Rep.  545. 

E.  907,  67  A.  S.  R.  224,  49  L.R.A.  17.  Wilder  v.  Savannah,  70  Ga.  761, 

408,  on  the  ground  Uiat  it  was  decided  48  Am.  Rep.  598 ;  Rosenbaam  v.  New- 

before  cities  -were  aathorized  to  impose  bern,  118  N.  C.  83,  24  S.  E.  1,  32 

a  license  tax  on  the  use  of  the  streets.  L.R.A.  123 ;  Saulsburv  v.  State,  43 

Note:  21  L.RJL.(N.S.)  279.  Tex.  Crim.  90,  63  S.  W.  568,  90  A.  S. 

IS.  Newport  v,  Pitzer,  131  Ky.  544,  R.  83?. 

U5  S.  W,  742,  21  L.R.A.(N.S.)  279.  Note:  129  A.  S.  R.  265. 

14.  Note.  21  L.R.A.(N.8.)  280.  18.  MobUe  v.  Phillips,  146  Ala.  158, 

15.  Newport  v.  Fitzer,  131  Ky.  544,  40  So.  826, 121  A.  S.  R.  17. 
115  S.  W.  742,  21  L.RJI..(N.S.)  279. 
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claim  the  right  to  sell  drugs  and  medicines  under  a  license  as  a 
retail  merchant^*  It  ia  sometimes  claimed  that  the  occupations 
united  by  licensees  are,  in  effect,  one  and  the  same  business.  That 
they  wwe  and  had  been  united  in  specified  instances  is  not,  how- 
ever, proof  of  a  custom  so  universal  as  to  make  it  binding.***  The 
combining  of  similar  or  different  occupations  in  an  apparently  single 
occupation  is  not  always  definable  and  much  must  be  left  to  Uie 
laws  and  decisions  of  the  particular  jurisdiction  in  specific  cases. 
As  illustrating  this  it  has  been  held  that  a  city  having  authority 
to  license  and  tax  all  insurance  agencies  has  power  to  compel  each 
insurance  agent  to  pay  a  separate  tax  for  each  company  represented 
by  him;  but  that  a  city  oi^nance  requiring  insurance  agents  who 
represent  companies  not  located  withiu  the  city,  and  those  only,  to 
pfiy  a  tax  and  procure  a  license  before  transacting  business  is  void.^ 

III.  Pbbsons  Subject  to  License  Tax 

15.  In  General;  Nonresidents. — As  a  general  rule  license  ordinances 
affect  the  individual.  He  is  required  to  pay  the  tax  and  obtain  the 
license.  The  penalty  for  a  failure  is  on  him.'  Since  the  tax  is  on 
the  business,  ordinarily  it  is  entirely  immaterial  whether  such  busi- 
ness is  carried  on  by  an  individual,  a  partnership,  or  a  corporation ;  ' 
and  so  long  as  the  laws  prohibiting  unjust  dismmination  are  observed 
it  is  also  immaterial  whether  the  business  be  carried  on  by  a  resident 
or  nonresident*  In  this  connection  it  has  been  held  that  where 
an  ordinance  embraces  property  employed  in  the  city,  as  well  as  that 
kept  in  the  city,  it  can  make  no  difference  that  a  nonresident  keeps 
such  property  on  premises  just  outade  of  the  corporate  limits,  if  it 
is  used  or  employed  on  the  streets  of  the  city  in  business  conducted 
in  the  city.*  It  is  not  an  immunity  or  privilege  secured  by  the 
constitution  that  a  nonresident  merchant  or  trader  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  come  into  a  state,  and  trade  or  do  business  therein,  and 
pay  neither  a  license  tax  on  his  trade  nor  a  tax  on  his  property, 
while  the  resident  merchant  must  pay  both ;  to  have  all  the  advan- 
tages of  a  resident  trader  and  escape  all  taxation  to  which  the  latter 
is  subjected.*  But  if  a  license  tax  is  imposed  on  a  nonresident  which 

19.  State  ▼.  Holmee,  28  La.  Ann.  3.  Singer  Mfg.  Co.  ▼..Wright,  97 
765,  26  Am.  Rep.  110.  As  to  licensing  Oa.  114,  25  S.  E.  249,  35  L.R.A.  497. 
drui^tBts,  see  Dnnos  and  Drdggists,  As  to  corporations,  domestic  and  for- 
vol.  9,  p.  697.  eign,  see  infra,  par.  16.  and  as  to 

20.  '  Wilder  ▼.  Savannah,  70  Qa.  761,  employers,  employees  and  agents,  see 
48  Am.  Rep.  598.  infra,  par.  17. 

1.  Simrdl  V.  Corington,  90  Ky.  444,  4.  See  infra,  par.  31  et  seq. 

14  S.  W.  369, 29  A  S.  R.  398,  9  L.R.A.  6.  Frommer  v.  lUchmond,  31  Ghmt 

556.  (Va.)  646,  31  Am.  Rep.  746. 

8.  Simrnll  v.  Covington,  90  Ey.  444,  6.  Ward  v.  State,  31  Md.  279, 1  Am. 

14  S.  W.  3G9,  29  A.  S.  R.  398,  9  L.R.A.  Rop.  50.   And  see  CoiocmcE,  vol  6, 

556.  p.  796. 
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does  not  bear  similarly  on  residents  engaged  in  the  same  business 
it  is  invalid.'  Under  the  general  rule  as  to  nonresidents,  it  has  been 
held  that  an  attorney  at  law  who  has  his  office  and  place  of  busineaa 
within  the  city  limits,  although  he  resides  oufade,  is  subject  to  a 
Hcense  tax  imposed  by  ordinance  in  general  terms  "on  every  attorney 
at  law."  « 

16.  Corporations.-— The  word  "person"  as  used  in  a  license  law  will 
include  corporations,  if  they  are  within  the  spirit  and  purpose  of  the 
law ;  *  but  whether  such  langUE^e  in  any  case  does  include  colo- 
rations depends  on  the  intent  of  the  statute  to  be  gatibered  from  its 
provisions.^*  The  grant  of  a  charter  to  a  corporation  authorizing 
it  to  carry  on  a  certain  business  does  not  import  (hat  it  may  raigage 
therein  without  contiibuting  to  the  support  of  the  government  by 
the  payment  of  an  occupation  tax,^'  and  it  is  subject  also  to  a  tajc 
imposed  by  l^e  state  for  the  privilege  of  existence  and  the  continued 
rig^t  to  exercise  its  corporate  franchise.^*  Foreign  corporations, 
though  engaged  in  interstate  commerce,  may  be  required  to  pay  a 
license  tax  for  the  privilege  of  transacting  intrastate  busin^.^'  The 
rule  that  a  state  may  impose  a  tax  on  a  corporation  for  the  privilege 
of  transacting  business  within  its  borders  is  often  applied  in  the  case 
of  insurance  companies,  and  it  is  competent  for  the  legislature  to 
exact  a  license  tax  either  of  the  domestic  or  foreign  insurance  cor- 
porations.'* It  has  been  held  that  the  purpose  of  a  privilege  or 
occupation  tax  imposed  on  such  companies  to  raise  a  fund  for  the 
benefit  of  fire  companies  is  public,  although  the  money  is  paid  to  a 
fire  department  association  which  administers  the  fund.*'  When 
authority  is  conferred  on  a  corporation  to  carry  on  a  specified  busi- 

7.  Leonard  v.  Reed,  46  Colo.  307, 104  Com.,  218  Mass.  558,  106  N.  E.  310, 
Pac.  410,  133  A.  S.  R.  77.  Ann.  Cas.  1916C  214. 

8.  Petersburg  v.  Cocke,  94  Va.  244,  Notes:  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  812;  Ann. 
26  S.  E.  576,  36  L.R.A.  432.   See  also  Cas.  1916C  1248. 

Attorhbts  at  Law,  vol..  2,  pp.  950-  See  aleo  Commsrcb,  vol.  5,  p.  789 
951.  et  seq.;  FoRBiaH  Corporatioks,  vd. 

9.  See  Corporations,  vol.  7,  p.  33  12,  p.  54. 

et  seq.  14.  Scottish  Union,  etc.,  Ins.  Co.  t. 

10.  Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1914A  1309.  Herriott,  109  la.  606,  80  N.  W.  665, 

11.  Mercantile  Incorporating  Co.  v.  77  A.  S.  R.  548;  Northwestern  Mut. 
Junkin,  85  Neb.  561,  123  N.  W.  1055,  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Lewis,  etc..  Comity, 
19  Ann.  Cas.  269  and  note.  28  Mont.  484,  72  Pac.  982,  98  A.  S. 

12.  New  Jersey  v.  Anderson,  203  U.  R.  572. 

S.  483,  27  S.  Gt  137,  51  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  Note:  129  A.  S.  R.  288,  290. 

284.  See  also  infra,  pur.  37.   As  to  the 

13.  Piek  V.  Jordan,  169  Cal.  1,  145  rule  that  issuing:  in^tiirance  policies  is 
Pac.  506,  Ann.  Cas.  191GC  1237  and  not  a  transaction  of  commerce,  see 
note;  S.  S.  White  Dental  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Commerce,  vol.  5,  p.  78G. 

Com.,  212  Mass.  35,  98  N.  E.  1056,      15.  London  Phoenix  Assur.  Co. 
Ann.  Caa.  1913C  805,  affirmed  231  U.  Montgomery  Fire  Depai-tment,  117  Ala. 
S.  68,  34  S.  Ct.  15,  58  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  631,  23  So.  843,  42  L.B.A.  468. 
127:  Marconi  Wireless  Tel.  Co.  v. 
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ness  within  Uie  limits  of  a  muDicipal  organization,  it  is  presumed 
that  the  businees  is  intended  to  be  conducted  under  the  restrictions, 
rules,  and  regulations  that  govern  the  same  business  when  traii»' 
acted  by  others  within  the  same  corporate  limits.^* 

17.  Agents  and  Employees. — ^Where  a  statute  requires  a  hcense 
as  a  prerequisite  to  engaging  in  a  specified  business,  an  agent  is  per- 
sonally liable  for  the  penalties  imposed  by  the  statute  on  persons 
engaging  in  such  business,  pursuit  or  employment,  without  first  hav- 
ing obtained  a  license,^'  and  he  cannot  excuse  himself  on  the  ground 
thai  he  did  not  know  that  his  employer  was  without  a  license,** 
because  it  is  his  du^  to  inform  himself  whether  the  license  tax  has 
been  paid  and  the  buaness  licensed.**  In  some  cases,  however, 
it  has  been  held  that  an  agent  conducting  a  business  other  than  the 
liquor  business,  without  the  Ucmse  required  by  statute,  is  not  per- 
sonally liable  for  the  penalties  imposed  by  the  statute  on  all  such 
persons  as  shall  engage  in  such  business,  trade  or  employment.^ 
According  to  tiiis  view  tise  local  agent  of  a  telephone  company  which 
has  forfeited  its  license  to  do  business  in  a  municipality  cannot  be 
prosecuted  individually  for  conducting  sacAi  business  without  a  license.* 
Under  a  statute  which,  in  terms,  requires  only  dealers  or  traders, 
that  is,  the  persons  conducting  the  business,  to  be  licensed,  it  has 
been  held  that  this  does  not  require  bona  fide  employees  of  such 
dealers  to  take  out  licenses.' 


18.  General  Rule. — It  is  a  general  rule  that  a  state  cannot  tax  or 
regulate  interstate  commerce,  or  make  the  payment  of  a  tax  or  the 
taking  out  of  a  license  a  condition  precedent  to  carrying  on  intN^ 
state  oommerce.'    And  so,  when  transactions  are  between  persons 

16.  Frankford,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Phila-  1.  Carterville  v.  Gibson,  259  Mo. 
delphia,  68  Pa.  St.  119,  98  Am.  Dec.  499,  168  S.  W.  673,  L.R.A.1915A  106 
242.  and  note. 

17.  Alexander  v.  State,  86  Qa.  246,  2.  State  v.  Rosenbaam,  80  Conn.  327, 
12  S.  E.  408,  10  L.R.A.  859;  Banta  68  Atl.  250,  125  A.  8.  R.  121,  15 
V.  Chicago,  172  HL  204,  50  N.  E.  233,  L.R.A.(N.S.)  288. 

40  L.R.A.  611;  Temple  v.  Sumner,  51  3.  Leioap  v.  Port  of  Mobile,  127  U. 
Miss.  13,  24  Am.  Rep.  615;  La  Nonia  S.  640,  8  S.  Ct.  1380,  32  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
T.  State,  13  Tez.  App.  33,  44  Am.  Rep.  311;  Atlantic,  etc..  Tel.  Co.  v.  Phila- 
699.  delphia,  190  U.  S.  160,  23  S.  Ct.  817, 

Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  860.  47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  995;  Dozier  v.  Ala- 

18.  Hardin  v.  Radford,  112  Va.  547,  bama,  218  U.  S.  124,  30  S.  Ct.  649, 
72  S.  E.  101,  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  858  54  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  965,  28  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
and  note.  264;  Barrett  v.  New  York,  232  U.  S. 

19.  Emporia  V.  Becker,  76  Kan.  181,  14,  34  S.  Ct.  203,  58  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
90  Pac.  798,  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  946.      483;  In  re  Houston,  47  Fed.  539,  14 

20.  Carterville  v.  Gibson,  259  Mo.  L.R.A.  719;  Osborne  v.  State,  33  Fla. 
499,  168  S.  W.  673,  L.R.A.1915A  106.  162,  14  So.  588,  39  A.  S,  R.  99,  25 


IV.  Iktbbstatb  Business  and  Commbrcb 


Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  S6L 


L.R.A.  120  (holding  the  rule  trae  also 
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in  different  states^  or  consist  of  the  transportation  of  freight  or  pas- 
sengers from  one  state  to  another,  a  state  tax  is  prohibit^,  whether 
it  creates  discrimination  or  not.^  Following  thiis  principle  neither 
states  nor  municipalities  can  enforce  any  law  or  ordinance,  the  effect 
of  which  is  to  embarrass  commercial  communication  between  the 
different  states,'  or  to  discriminate  against  the  products  of  a  state  * 
or  foreign  country ;  ^  or  exact  licensee  from  persons  residing  in 
foreign  states  which  are  not  required  of  its  own  citizens  under  Uke 
circumstances  and  on  like  terms.*  Neither  Cfui  a  state  or  munici- 
pality tax  the  business  engaged  in  interstate  commerce,  by  imposing 
a  license  on  its  agents  or  salesmen.*  Likewise,  a  state  statute  requir- 
ing an  importer  of  merchandise  to  obtain  a  license  for  the  privilege 
of  selling  his  imported  goods  is  unconstitutional  and  void,'**  the  rule 
being  that  a  tax  for  a  license  to  sell  goods  is,  in  effect,  a  tax  on 
the  goods  themselves.^'  After  goods  imported  into  a  state  have 
become  incorporated  with  the  body  of  the  goods  and  property  gen- 
erally within  the  state  and  under  its  jurisdiction,  and  are  the  sub- 
ject of  the  transactions  of  merchants,  dealers  and  peddlers,  it  is  clear 


as  to  foreign  commerce) ;  Graffty  t. 
RuahviUe,  107  Ind.  602,  8  N.  E.  609, 
57  Am.  Rep.  128;  Lumberville  Dela- 
ware Brid^  Co.  V,  State  Board  of 
Assessors,  55  N.  J.  L.  529,  20  Atl. 
711,  26  L.R.A.  134. 

Not«s:  8  A.  S.  R.  512;  33  A.  S.  R. 
842  et  seq. 

See  also  Coicmbroi,  vol.  6,  p.  796 
et  seq. 

4.  State  V.  Frenefa,  109  N.  G.  722, 
14  S.  £.  383,  26  A.  S.  R.  590  and  note. 
See  infra,  par.  22,  as  to  the  rale, 
where,  as  contradistinguished  from 
eneh  transactions,  the  tax  relates  to 
an  occapation  or  property  within  a 
state;  and  see  in&a,  par.  25,  as  to 
modification  of  rule  where  inter- 
ference with  interstate  eommeree  is 
merely  indii-eet  or  incidental. 

5.  Graffty  v.  Rashville,  107  Ind.  602, 
8  N.  E.  609,  57  Am.  Rep.  128. 

16.  Cook  V.  Pennsylvania,  97  TT.  S. 
566,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1015;  Asber  v. 
Texas,  128  U.  S.  129,  9  S.  Ct  1,  32 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  368;  Stoutenbnrgh  v. 
Henniek,  129  U.  S.  141,  9  S.  Ct  256, 
32  n.  8.  (L.  ed.)  637;  American  Fer^ 
tilising  Co.  v.  North  Carolina  Boud 
of  Agricultue,  43  Fed.  609, 11  L.R.A. 
179,  Graffty  v.  Rushville,  107  Ind.  502, 
A  K.  E.  609, 67  Am.  Rep.  128 ;  Lumber- 


ville Delaware  Bridge  Co.  v.  State 
Board  of  Assessors,  55  N.  J.  L.  529, 
26  AU.  711,  25  L.R.A  134.  See  infra, 
par.  31  et  seq.,  as  to  discriminations 
against  goods  of  foreign  state. 

7.  Com.  V.  Caldwell,  190  Mass.  355, 
76  N.  E.  955,  112  A.  6.  R.  334,  5 
Ann.  Cas.  879. 

8.  Leonard  v.  Reed,  46  Colo.  307, 
104  Pao.  410, 133  A.  S.  R.  77;  Graffty 
V.  Rushville,  107  Ind.  502,  8  N.  E.  609, 

57  Am.  Rep.  128. 

9.  Dozier  v.  Alabama,  218  V.  S.  124, 
30  S.  Ct.  649,  54  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  965, 
28  L.R.A.(N.S.)  264  and  note;  In  re 
Kinyon,  9  Idaho  642,  75  Pac  268,  2 
Ann.  Cas.  699;  Marshalltown  v.  Blum, 

58  la.  184, 12  N.  W.  266,  43  Am.  Rep. 
116 ;  Lumberville  Delaware  Bridge  Co. 
V.  State  Board  of  Assessors,  55  N.  J. 
L.  529,  26  Atl.  711,  25  L.R.A.  134. 
See  infra,  par.  21,  as  to  sales  by 
sample. 

10.  Brown  v.  Maryland,  12  Wheat. 
419,  6  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  678. 

Note:  11  L.R.A.  180. 

11.  Brown  v.  Maryland,  12  Wheat. 
419,  6  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  678;  Cook  v. 
Pennsylvania,  97  U.  S.  566,  24  U.  S. 
(L.  ed.)  1015;  Howe  Machine  Co.  v. 
Gagc^  100  U.  S.  676,  26  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
754. 

If 
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that  another  rule  mast  generally  prevail.^*  When  an  act  of  a  state 
prescribes  a  reguiati<»i  repugnant  to  and  inconsistent  with  the  regu- 
lation of  Congress,  the  state  law  must  give  way;  and  this,  without 
regard  to  the  source  of  power  whence  the  state  legislature  derived 
its  enactment.*' 

19.  Basis  and  Scope  of  Rule;  Federal  Supervision.— The  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  having  given  to  Congress  the  power  to 
regulate  commerce,  not  only  with  foreign  nations,  but  among  the 
several  states,  that  power  is  necessarily  exclusive  whenever  the  sub- 
jects of  it  are  nationtU  in  their  character,  or  admit  only  of  one  uni- 
form system,  or  plan  of  regulation.**  It  is  well  settled,  however, 
that  a  law  cannot  be  deemed  a  regulation  of  commerce  among  the 
states  within  the  purview  of  this  rule  merely  because  it  may  inci- 
dentally or  indirectly  affect  such  commerce.**  Where  Congress  pos- 
sesses constitutional  power  to  regulate  trade  or  intercourse,  it  may 
regulate  by  means  of  licenses  as  well  as  in  other  modes;  and  in 
case  of  such  r^ulation  a  license  will  give  to  the  licensee  authority 
to  do  whatever  is  authorized  by  its  terms.  Thus,  Congress  having 
power  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the 
several  states,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes,  may,  without  doubt,  pro- 
vide for  granting  coasting  licenses,  licenses  to  pilots,  licenses  to  trade 
with  the  Indians,  and  any  other  licenses  necessary  or  proper  for 
the  exercise  of  that  great  and  extensive  power;  and  the  same  obsen'a- 
tion  is  applicable  to  every  other  power  of  Congress,  to  the  exercise 
of  which  granting  of  licenses  may  be  incident.  All  such  licenses 
may  confer  authority,  and  give  rights  to  the  licensee.**  A  license 
to  sell  an  article,  foreign  or  domestic,  as  a  merchant  or  innkeeper  or 
victualer,  is,  however,  a  matter  of  police  and  of  revenue,  within  the 
power  of  the  state.  It  is  strictly  an  internal  regulation,  and  cannot 
come  in  conflict,  saving  the  rights  of  the  importer  to  sell,  of  any 

12.  See  infra,  par.  22.  15.  Smith  v.  Alabama,  124  U.  S. 

18.  Sinnot  v.  Davenport,  22  How.  465,  8  S.  Ct.  564,  31  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

227,  16  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  243.  508;  Ficklen  v.  Shelby  County  Taxing 

14.  Sinnot  v.  Davenport,  22  How.  District,  145  U.  S.  1,  12  S.  Ct.  810, 

227,  16  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  243;  AUantic,  36  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  601;  McDonald  v. 

etc.,  Tel.  Co.  v.  Philadelphia,  190  U.  State,  81  Ala.  279,  2  So.  829,  60  Am. 

S.  160,  23  S.  Ct.  817,  47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  Rep.  158;  State  v.  Wegener,  77  Minn. 

995.    See  also  Smith  v.  Alabama,  124  483,  80  N.  W.  663,  778,  1134,  77  A.  S. 

U.  S.  465,  8  S.  Ct.  564,  31  U.  S.  (L.  R.  681,  46  L.R.A.  442;  LumberviUe 

ed.)  508,  to  the  effect  that  any  legis-  Delaware  Bridge  Co.  v.  State  Board 

lation  of  a  state,  although  in  pursuance  of  Assessors,  55  N.  J.  h.  529,  26  AtL 

of  an  acknowledged  power  reserved  711,  25  L.R.A.  134;  State  v.  Qorham, 

to  it,  which  conflicts  with  the  actual  115  N.  C.  721,  20  S.  E.  179,  44  A.  S. 

exercise  of  the  power  of  Congress  over  R.  494,  25  L.R.A.  810. 

the  subject  of  eommeiee,  must  give  Note:  19  L.R.A.(K.S.)  301. 

way  before  the  snpremaoy  of  the  na-  16.  license  Tax  Cases,  5  Wall.  462^ 

tional  authority.  18  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  497. 
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power  possessed  by  Congreaa.^'  And  so  it  is  that  a  valid  police 
regulation  is  not  subject  to  successful  attack  under  ike  commerce 

dause  of  the  federal  constitution.'^  But  such  regulations  must  be 
confined  to  matters  which  are  appropriately  of  local  concern.  They 
must  proceed  on  the  recognition  of  the  right  secured  by  the  federal 
constitution.  Local  police  regulations  cannot  go  so  far  as  to  deny 
the  right  to  engage  in  interstate  commerce,  or  to  treat  it  as  a  local 
privilege,  and  prohibit  its  exercise  in  the  al^nce  of 'a  local  license.*' 
To  illustrate  the  application  of  the  rule,  while  the  states  have  juris- 
diction to  legislate  on  the  matter  of  the  use  or  sale  of  an  article 
which  is  brought  into  existence  by  virtue  of  the  application  of  a 
patented  process,  it  is  an  invasion  of  national  authority  for  the 
legislature  of  a  state  to  m^e  a  law  which  requires  the  patentee  or 
his  vendee  first  to  procure  and  pay  for  a  license  to  sell  his  right  in 
his  discovery — his  intangible  right — or  the  territory  in  which  such 
right  is  granted.  In  so  far  as  the  statute  attempts  this,  it  is  in 
conflict  with  the  law  of  Congress.**  It  is  clear  that  the  federal  courts 
are  not  bound  by  the  decisions  of  the  highest  court  of  the  state  in 
which  a  tax  on  interstate  commerce  is  authorized  and  imposed  that 
such  a  tax  is  an  exercise  of  the  police  power,  and  not  of  the  taxing 
power.* 

20.  Intrastate  BusiAess  and  Commerce. — ^The  constitution  of  the 
United  States  does  not  confer  on  Congress  any  power  of  regulation 
or  direct  control  over  the  internal  commerce  or  domestic  trade  of 
the  states.*  The  state  has  power  to  impose  a  license  tax  on  all  trade 
or  business  carried  on  within  its  borders,  whether  by  its  own  citizens 
or  tho?e  of  other  states,  provided  only  that  there  is  no  unjust  discrimi- 
nation against  one  because  of  his  nonresidence  in  the  state.'  But 
a  discrimination  against  persons  not  residents  of  the  state,  or  against 
goods  not  manufactured  in  the  state,  is  a  regulation  of  commerce 
not  within  the  power  of  the  states  to  enforce.*  The  fact  that  goods 
or  products  stond  in  a  state  are  to  be  shipped  out  of  the  state  does 

17.  License  Cases,  6  How.  604,  12  S.  W.  291,  29  L.R.A.  786  and  note. 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  256.  1.  Caldwell  v.  North  Carolina,  187 

18.  Ex  parte  Hawley,  22  S.  D.  23,  U.  8.  622,  23  S.  Ct.  220,  47  U.  S. 

115  N.  W.  93,  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  138;   (L.  ed.)  336. 

Wadhams  Oil  Co.  v.  Tracy,  141  Wis.  2.  License  Tax  Cases.  5  Wall.  462, 
150,  123  N.  W.  785, 18  Ann.  Caa.  779.  18  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  497;  Ward  v.  State, 

19.  Postal  Tel.  Cable  Co.  v.  New  31  Md.  279,  1  Am.  Rep.  50.  See 
Hope,  192  TJ.  S.  55,  24  S.  Ct.  204,  Commerce,  vol.  5,  p.  700. 

48  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  338;  Postal  Tel.  3.  Ward  v.  State,  31  Md.  279, 1  Am. 
Cable  Co.  v.  Taylor,  192  U.  S.  64,  24  Rep.  50.  See  also  infra,  par.  24. 
S.  Ct.  208,  48  tJ.  S.  (L.  ed.)  342;  4.  Georgia  Packing  Co.  v.  Macon, 
Barrett  v.  New  York,  232  U.  S.  14,  .60  Fed.  774,  22  L.R.A.  775;  Marshall- 
34  S.  Ct.  203,  58  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  483;  town  v.  Blum,  58  la.  184,  12  N.  W. 
Piatt  V.  New  York,  232  U.  S.  35,  34  266,  43  Am.  Rep.  116.  See  supra, 
S.  Ct.  209,  58  U.  S.  (U  ed.)  492.         par.  18. 

20.  Com.  V.  Petty,  96  Kv.  452,  29. 
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not  make  a  state  statute  requiring  a  license  for  conducting  the  busi- 
ness of  storing  in  the  state  amount  to  a  regulation  of  interstate  com- 


merce.* 

21.  Sales  by  Sample.— It  is  a  general  rule  that  a  state  law  or 

ordinance  imposing  a  license  fee  upon  agents  representing  citizens 
of  another  state,  who  offer  for  sale  by  sample  goods  not  within  the 
state,  is  void,  because  it  assumes  to  establish  a  regulati<Hi  affecting 
commerce  betweien  the  states,  and  therefore  violates  the  commerce 
dause  of  the  federal  constitution.*  The  method  -of  sending  solicitors 
into  another  state  for  orders  of  sale,  employing  samples  for  exhibi- 
tion, is  one  of  the  recognized  lawful  methods  of  carrying  on  trade 
between  the  different  states;  and  hence  it  is  that  the  load  community 
where  the  solicitor  thus  goes  may  not  subject  him  to  an  occupation 
tax  or  a  license  fee,  no  matter  by  what  name  or  under  what  disguise, 
whether  as  peddler  or  merchant^  A  tax  on  a  sale  of  such  goods 
before  they  are  brought  into  the  state  is  a  tax  on  interstate  com- 
merce itself;  and  the  imposition  of  a  license  tax  on  the  person  mak- 
ing such  sale  is,  in  effect,  a  tax  on  the  goods  themselves.'  Though 
it  was  held  in  some  of  the  earlier  cases  on  the  subject  that  a  license 
tax  on  the  right  to  sell  certain  classes  of  goods  by  sample  to  consumers 
by  canvassing  from  house  to  house  may  properly  apply  to  goods 
shipped  from  foreign  states,  when  it  applies  equally  to  those  of 
domestic  origin,'  yet  it  has  since  been  authoritatively  determined 
that  the  invalidity  of  the  regulation  or  taxation  does  not  depend  on 
any  element  of  discrimination.** 

22.  Goods  Shipped  into  State;  Dealers^  Merchants,  Peddlera — 
A  distinction  hfts  been  made  where  tiie  goods  or  properly  at  the 

6.  W.  W.  CargOl  Co.  v.  Minnesota,  v.  Willingham,  9  Wyo.  290,  62  Pac. 
180  U.  S.  452,  21  S.  Ct.  423,  45  U.  S.  797,  87  A.  S.  R.  948  and  note,  52 
(L.  ed.)  619.  L.R.A.  198. 

6.  Leloup  V.  Port  of  Mobile,  127  U.  Notes:  3  LJI.A  706  ;  7  Ann.  Cas. 
S.  640,  8  S.  Ct  1380,  32  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  591. 

311;  Asher  v.  Texas,  128  U.  S.  129,  See  Couukboe,  vol  5,  pp.  768-770. 
9  S.  Ct.  1,  32  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  368;  7.  In  re  Houston,  47  Fed.  539,  14 
Stoutenbur^h  v.  Hennick,  129  U.  S.  LJI.A.  719. 

141,  9  S.  Ct.  256,  32  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  8.  State  v.  Emert,  103  Mo.  241,  15 
637;  Caldwell  v.  North  Carolina,  187  S.  W.  81,  23  A.  S.  R,  874,  11  L.R.A. 
U.  S.  622,  23  S.  Ct.  229,  47  U.  S.  (L.  219. 

ed.)  336;  Norfolk,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Sims,  9.  Titusville  v.  Brennan,  143  Pa.  St. 
191  U.  S.  441,  24  S.  Ct.  151,  48  U.  S.  642,  22  Atl.  893,  24  A.  S.  R.  580,  14 
(L.  ed.)  254;  Rearick  v.  Pennsylvania,  L.R.A.  100,  reversed  in  153  TJ.  S.  289, 
203  U.  S.  507,  27  S.  Ct.  159,  51  U.  S.  14  8,  Ct  829,  38  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  719; 
(L.  ed.)  295;  Kinsley  v.  Dyerly,  79  State  v.  Richards,  32  W.  Va.  348,  9 
Kan.  1,  98  Pac.  228,  19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  S.  E.  245,  3  L.R.A.  705  and  note. 
405;  State  v.  Bayer,  34  Utah  257,  97  Note:  19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  304. 
Pac.  129,  19  L.R.A.{N.S.)  297  and  10.  Brennan  v.  Titusville,  153  U.  S. 
note;  Bacon  v.  Locke,  42  Wash.  215,  289,  14  S.  Ct.  829,  38  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
83  Pac.  721,  7  Ann.  Caa.  589;  State  719,  reversing  143  Pa.  St.  642,  22  AtL 

494 


Digitized  by  Google 


17  B.  C.  L.  LICENSES  S  22 

time  of  the  sale  are  within  the  state  and  under  the  control  and  care 
of  the  agent  or  solicitor,  as  opp<^d  to  the  principle  governing  when 
the  goods  are  outside  the  state  at  the  time  of  the  transaction  or  sale.*^ 
As  a  general  rule  where  the  businees  or  occupation  is  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  tiie  state,  and  therefore  subject  to  its  regulation  and 
control,  any  transaction  in  relation  thereto  ia  not  concerned  with 
interstate  commerce;''  nor  is  a  tax  on  such  business  or  occupation 
obnoxious  to  the  fourteenth  amendment  to  the  federal  constitution,  as 
denying  to  any  person  "the  equal  protection  of  the  laws,"  where  all 
persons  of  a  given  cla^,  designated  and  described  by  the  special 
occupation  in  which  they  engage,  are  subjected  to  the  same  specific 
tax,  and  the  individual  complaining  falls  witibin  the  class  on  which 
such  tax  is  imposed.^'  The  solution  of  the  question  as  'to  the  status 
of  goods  or  property  under  the  rule  drawing  this  distinction  is 
ordinarily  determinative  of  whetiier  or  not  a  license  tax  against 
tiiose  who  handle  or  deal  in  such  goods  or  property  is  valid;  and  so 
it  is  that  license  taxes  imposed  on  those  whose  dealings  or  businesses 
are  concerned  with  property  outside  of  the  state,  but  to  be  Imported 
into  it,  are,  as  a  general  rule,  invalid/*  whereas  license  taxes  imposed 
on  those  who  deal  with  goods  after  they  have  become  transmuted 
into  the  body  of  the  property  of  the  state  and  have  lost  their  special 
and  transitory  character  as  imports  are  not  obnoxious  to  the  com- 
merce clause  of  the  federal  constitution,'*  where  no  discrimination 


893,  24  A.  8.  B.  580,  14  100; 
SUte  r.  Bayer,  34  Utah  257,  97  Pac. 
129, 19  L.BA.(N.S.)  297  and  note. 

11.  State  T.  Wiliiugliain,  9  Wyo. 
290,  62  Pao.  797,  87  A.  S.  B.  948,  52 
L.R.A.  198. 

12.  Howe  Mach.  Co.  v.  Oage,  100 
U.  S.  676,  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  754; 
Cook  V.  Marsball  County,  196  U.  S. 
261,  25  S.  Ct.  233,  49  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
471;  Mobile  v.  Phillips,  146  Ala.  158, 
40  So.  826,  121  A.  S.  R.  17;  South 
Bend  v.  Martin,  142  Ind.  31,  41  N.  E. 
315,  29  L.R.A.  531  (holding  that  an 
ordinance  imposing  a  license  on 
hawkers  and  peddlers  does  not  inter- 
fere with  interstate  commerce  in  the 
case  of  a  peddler  of  chairs  imported 
into  the  state  before  his  employment 
begins,  even  though  the  sale  by  him 
is  conditional  and  the  title  remains  in 
the  foreign  owner) ;  Rash  t.  Farley, 
91  Ky.  344,  15  S.  W.  862,  34  A.  S.  R. 
233  and  note;  State  v.  Montgomery, 
94  Me.  192,  47  AU.  165,  80  A.  S.  R. 
386;  Stot«  v.  Emert,  103  Mo.  241,  15 


S.  W.  81,  23  A.  S.  B.  874, 11  L.B.A. 
219  and  note,  affirmed  156  U.  S.  296, 
15  S.  Ct.  367,  39  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  430; 
State  V.  Parsons,  124  Mo.  436,  27  S. 
W.  1102,  46  A.  S.  B.  467;  Ex  parte 
Bobinsott,  12  Nev.  263,  28  Am.  Rep. 
794;  State  v.  French,  109  N.  C.  722, 
14  S.  E.  383,  26  A.  S.  B.  690  and  note. 
See  also  Cohuibcb,  vol.  6,  pp.  766- 
768. 

13.  Singer  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Wright,  97 
Ga.  114,  25  S.  E.  249,  35  L.B.A.  497. 
And  see  generally,  Consiitdtional 
Law,  vol.  6,  p.  397  et  seq. 

14.  See  supra,  par.  lS-21,  as  to 
agents,  canvassers,  solicitors  and  others 
dealing  in  property  outside  the  state. 

15.  Hinson  v.  Lott,  8  Wall.  148,  19 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  387;  State  v.  French, 
109  N.  C.  722,  14  S.  E.  383,  26  A.  S. 
B.  590;  State  v.  Stevenson,  109  N.  C. 
730,  14  S.  E.  386,  26  A.  S.  B.  595; 
State  V.  Oorham,  115  N.  C.  721,  20 
S.  E.  179,  44  A.  S.  B.  494,  25  L.B.A. 
810. 
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is  made  between  thoaie  whose  goods  are  imported  into  the  state  and 
those  whose  goods  are  manufactured  or  purchased  in  the  state.  ^' 
But  where  discrimination  is  made,  the  statute  is  void  as  an  attempt 
to  regulate  commerce  as  between  the  states,^'  or  foreign  commerce; 
and  the  same  principle  applies  to  license  legislation  discriminating 
between  citizens  of  different  states.^*  While  a  rule  is  stated  that  a 
state  cannot  require  a  license  to  be  taken  out  to  sell  foreign  goods 
while  remaining  in  the  packages  in  which  they  were  imported,** 
this  rule  is  not  absolute,  and  circumstances  may  warrant  a  license 
fee  or  tax  and  justify  it  as  not  an  unconstitutional  interference  with 
interstate  commerce,  although  the  goods  sold  are  in  original  pack- 
ages brought  from  another  state.^  As  to  property  in  transit  through 
a  state  it  has  been  held  that  a  state  statute  imposing  a  yearly  license 
fee  on  all  automobiles  using  the  public  highways  of  the  state,  though 
intended  as  a  revenue  measure  for  the  repair  of  the  highways,  is 
not  invalid  as  a  regulation  of  interstate  commerce  when  applied  to 
automobiles  passing  through  the  state.'  Under  the  general  dis- 
tinction referred  to,  bu(^  of  the  property  of  a  person  or  corporation 

16.  Howe  Maeb.  Co.  v.  Gage,  100  .  18.  Com.  v.  Caldwell,  190  Mass.  355, 
U.  S.  676,  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  754;  Car-  76  N.  E.  956, 112  A.  S.  B.  334,  6  Ann. 
rollton  V.  Bazzette,  159  111.  284,  42  Cas.  879. 

N.  £.  837,  31  L.R.A.  522;  Sanlsbury  19.  See  Cokmercb,  vol.  5,  p.  801. 

V.  State,  43  Tex.  Crim.  90,  63  S.  W.  20.  Cook  v.  Pennsylvania,  97  U.  S. 

568,  96  A.  S.  R.  837;  Speer  v.  Com.,  566,  24  U.  8.  (I*  ed.)  1015;  Howe 

23  Orat  (Va.)  935,  14  Am.  Rep.  Maeh.  Co.  v.  Gage,  100  U.  S.  676,  25 

164.  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  754;  Cook  v.  MarehaU 

17.  Welton  v.  Missoori,  91  U.  S.  275,  County,  196  U.  S.  261,  25  S.  Ct  233, 
23U.  S.  (L.ed.)  347;  Cookv.Pennsyl-  49  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  471.  As  to  the 
vania,  97  U.  S.  566,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  duration  of  federal  protection  in  gen- 
1015;  Howe  Mach.  Co.  v.  Gage,  100  eral  and  the  original  package  doctrine 
U.  S.  676,  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  754;  in  particular,  see  Cokubscb,  vol.  5, 
Graffty  v.  Rushville,  107  Ind.  502,  8  pp.  706-7U. 

N.  E.  609,  57  Am.  Rep.  128;  Com.  v.  1.  American    Steel,    etc.,    Co.  v. 

Hana,  195  Mass.  262,  81  N.  E.  149,  Speed,  192  U.  S.  500,  24  S.  Ct.  385, 

122  A.  S.  R.  251,  11  Ann.  Cas.  514,  48  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  538  (holding  that 

11  L.R,A.(N.S.)  799;  State  V.  Gorham,  goods  brought  into  one  state  from 

115  N.  C.  721,  20  S.  E.  179,  44  A.  S.  another  are  not  imported  within  the 

R.  494,  25  L.R.A.  810;  Sipe  V.  Murphy,  meaning  of  constitutional  provisions 

49  Ohio  St.  536,  31  N.  E.  884,  17  forbidding  state  taxation  of  imports, 

L.R.A.  184;  Sayre  Borough  v.  Phil-  and  are,  tlierefore,  though  still  in  the 

lips,  148  Pa.  St.  482,  24  Atl.  76,  33  original  packages,  subject  to  state  tax- 

A.  S.  R.  842,  16  L.R.A.  49;  Bacon  ation  after  they  have  reached  their 

v.  Locke,  42  Wash.  215,  83  Pac.  721,  destination  and  are  held  in  the  state 

7  Ann.  Cas.  589  and  note.  for  sale) ;  State  v,  Wheeloek,  95  la. 

Note:  19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  298  (citing  577,  64  N.  W.  620,  58  A.  S.  R.  442,  30 

also  at  p.  300  authorities  upholding  L.R.A.  429. 

license  and  occupation  taxes  as  free  2.  Kane  v.  State,  81  N.  J.  L.  594, 

from  discrimination  obnoxious  to  the  80  Atl.  453,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  237  and 

commerce  clause).  note. 
See  also  Coumebcb,  vol.  5,  p.  801. 
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as  is  within  Ibe  state  and  under  its  control  may  be  subject  to  taxa- 
tion by  the  state  even  though  such  property  is  employed  in  the  con- 
duct of  interstate  commerce.*  And  no  one  can  claim  an  exemption 
&om  a  general  tax  on  his  business  within  the  state  on  the  ground 
that  the  products  sold  may  he  nsed  in  commerce.* 

23.  Taz  on  Foreign  Corporations. — ^While  it  is  a  general  rule  that 
a  state  may,  if  it  chooses  to  do  so,  exclude  foreign  corporations  from 
its  Hmits,  or  impose  such  terms  and  conditions  on  their  doing  business 
in  the  state  as,  in  its  judgment,  may  be  consistent  with  the  interests 
of  the  people,'  a  state  may  not,  however,  prevent  a  corporation  of 
one  state,  authorized  by  ite  charter  to  engage  in  lawful  commerce 
among  the  states,  from  coming  into  its  limits  foi;  all  the  legitimate 
purposes  of  such  commerce.  It  may  go  into  the  state  without  obtain- 
ing a  license  from  it  for  tJie  purposes  of  its  interstate  business,  and 
without  liability  to  taxation  Uiere  on  account  of  such  business,*  And 
the  state  cannot  otherwise  impose  any  burden  whatsoever  on  such 
interstate  business,?  except,  perhaps,  such  as  may  be  strictly  of  a 
police  character.*  However,  a  license  tax  may  be  exacted  as  a  con- 
dition of  its  keeping  an  office  within  the  state  for  the  use  of  its 
officers,  stockholders,  agents,  and  employees,*  *or  for  the  transaction 
of  exclusively  intrastate  business  as  distinguished  from  its  interstate 
business,'*  or  for  the  enforcement  of  purely  local  government  super- 
vision.** And  where  this  is  done,  such  tax  cannot  be  considered  as 
a  regulation  of  interstate  commerce,**  or  a  denial  of  other  constitu- 

3.  Shelton  v.  Piatt,  139  U.  S.  591,  pp.  702,  789;  Foreign  Corporations, 
U  S._Ct.  646,  35  U.  S.  (L.  od.)  273;  vol.  12,  p.  54. 

In  re~  Einyon,  9  Idaho  642,  75  Pac  9.  Pembina  Consol.  Silver  Min.,  etc., 

268,  2  Ann.  Cas.  699.  But  see  gener-  Co.  v.  Pennsylvania,  125  U.  S.  181,  8 

ally.  Taxation.  S.  Ct  737,  31  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  650. 

4.  Nathan  v.  Lonisiana,  8  How.  73,  10.  Postal  Tel.  Cable  Co.  v.  Charles- 
12  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  992.  ton,  153  U.  S.  692,  14  S;  .Ct.  1094, 

5.  See  Foreign  Corporations,  vol.  38  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  871;  Engel  v.  O'Mal- 
12,  p.  50  et  seq.  See  also  infra,  par.  ley,  219  U.  S.  128,  31  S.  Ct.  190,  55 
37.  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  128;  Western  Union  Tel. 

6.  Leionp  v.  Port  of  Mobile,  127  V.  Co.  v.  Fremont,  43  Neb.  499,  61  N.  W. 
S.  640,  8  S.  Ct.  1380,  32  U.'S.  (L.  ed.)  724,  26  L.R.A.  698;  State  v.  Hammond 
311 ;  Western  Union  Tel.  Co.  v.  Kan-  Packing  Co.,  110  La.  180,  34  So.  368, 
sas,  216  U.  S.  1,  30  S.  Ct.  190,  54  U.  S.  98  A.  S.  R.  459;  Knoxville,  etc.,  R. 
(L.  ed.)  355;  Western  Union  Tel.  Co.  Co.  v.  Harris,  99  Tenn.  684,  43  S.  W. 
V.  Fremont,  43  Neb.  499,  61  N.  W.  724,  115,  53  UR.A.  921.  Seo  also  Foreion 
26  L.R.A.  698.  See  also  Foreign  Corporations,  vol.  12,  p.  54. 
Corporations,  vol.  12,  pp.  53-54.  11.  Atlantic,  etc,  Tel  Co.  v.  Phila- 

7.  Western  Union  Tel.  Co.  v.  Kan-  delphia,  190  U.  S.  160,  23  S.  a.  817, 
sas,  216  U.  S.  1,  30  S.  Ct.  190, 54  tJ.  S.  47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  995. 

(L.  ed.)  355.  12.  Pembina  Consol.   Silver  Min., 

8.  Leloop  V.  Port  of  Mobile,  127  etc.,  Co.  v.  Pennsylvania,  125  U.  S. 
0.  S.  640,  8  S.  Ct.  1380,  32  U.  S.  {L.  181,  8  S.  Ct.  737,  31  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
ed.)  311.   See  also  Coumbroe,  vol.  5,  650;  American  Steiol,  etc,  Co,  v.  Speed, 
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tional  rights.^*  This  rule  is  based  on  the  principle  that  business 
done  entirely  within  the  state  is  subject  to  its  taxing  power  even 
though  such  business  be  done  by  a  foreign  corporation. 

24.  Business  Partly  Interstate  and  Partly  Intrastate. — ^While  a 
resident  merchant  or  agent  may  deal  in  the  goods,  products  or  manu- 
factured articles  of  another  state,  his  business  may  nevertheless  be 
of  such  a  definite  and  integral  character  as  to  be  subject  to  a  licei^ 
tax  in  common  with  other  businesses  in  the  state.'*  And  so  it  is  a 
rule  that  where  a  resident  citizen  engages  in  general  business  subject 
to  a  particular  tax,  the  fact  that  the  business  done  chances  to  consist, 
for  the  time  being,  wholly  or  partially  in  negotiating  sales  between 
resident  and  nonresident  merchants  of  goods  situated  in  another 
state  does  not  necessarily  involve  the  taxation  of  interstate  commerce, 
forbidden  by  the  constitution.'*  The  same  principle  has  been  applied 
to  the  licensing  of  vendors  of  automobiles  manufactured  outade  the 
state;  "  of  emigrant  agents  engaged  in  the  business  of  hiring  persons 
to  labor  outside  the  state;  of  such  local  business  of  a  foreign  meat- 
packing house  as  its  sales  within  the  state  of  products  already  stored 
there,  on  orders  received  after  these  producte  are  thus  stored ;  '*  of 
the  business  of  money  or  exchange  brokers;**  and  of  the  business 
of  buying  and  selling  "futures"  although  the  business  is  carried  on 
by  the  agent  of  a  citizen  of  another  state  who  solicits  orders  within 
the  state  imposing  the  tax  to  be  executed  out  of  it} 

25.  Construction  of  Statates.~A  state  statute  imposing  a  general 
tax  on  certain  kinds  of  business  or  occupations,  and  requiring  a 
license  to  be  taken  out  before  such  business  or  occupation  shall  be 
engaged  in,  must  be  construed  as  not  applying  to  such  business  as 

192  U.  S.  500,  24  S.  Ct.  365,  48  tJ.  S.  both  a  state  and  interstate  business. 

(L.  ed.)  538;  Kehrer  v.  Stewart,  197  16.  Ficklen  v.  Shelby  County,  145 

U.  S.  60,  25  S.  Ct.  403,  49  U.  S.  (L.  U.  S.  1, 12  S.  Ct.  810,  36  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

ed.)  663;  Western  Union  Tel.  Co.  v.  601;  State  v.  Gorham,  115  N.  C.  721, 

Kansas,  216  U.  S.  1.  30  S.  Ct.  190,  54  20  S.  E.  179,  44  A.  S.  R.  494,  25  L.R.A. 

U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  355;  Singer  Sewing  810. 

Mach.  Co.  V.  Brickell,  233  V.  S.  304,  17.  Banker  Bros.  Co.  v.  Pennsyl- 

34  S.  Ct.  493,  58  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  974;  vania,  222  U.  S.  210,  32  S.  Ct.  38,  56 

Western  Union  Tel.  Co.  t.  Fremont,  U.  S.  (L.  e<^.)  168.  For  other  applica- 

43  Neb.  499,  61  N.  W.  724,  26  L.RJI.  tions  of  the  principle,  see  Couuebce, 

698.  vol.  5,  p.  784. 

13.  Pembina  Consol.  Silver  Min.,  18.  See  CouuotCE,  vol.  5,  p.  784. 
etc.,  Co.  V.  Pennsylvania,  125  U.  S.  19.  Kehrer  v.  Stewart,  197  U.  S. 
181,  8  S.  Ct.  737,  31  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  60,  25  S.  Ct.  403,  49  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
650.  663;  Armour  Packing  Co.  v.  Lacy, 

14.  Postal  Tel.  Cable  Co.  v.  Charles-  200  U.  8.  226,  26  S.  Ct.  232,  50  U.  S. 
ton,  153  U.  S.  692,  14  S.  Ct  1094,  38  (L.  ed.)  451.  See  Comjierce,  vol.  5, 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  871.  p.  768. 

15.  See  supra,  par.  18,  as  to  general  20.  Nathan  v.  Louisiana,  8  How.  73, 
mle;   supra,   par.  22,  as  to  goods  12  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  992. 

fitipped  into  the  state;  and  supra,  par.  1.  Alexander  v.  State,  86  Oa.  246, 

23,  as  to  foreign  eorporations  doing  12  S.  E.  408,  10  L.R.A.  859. 
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may  constitute  interstate  or  foreign  commeroe^  but  only  to  such 
business  of  the  kinds  specified  as  constitutes  local  or  state  oommerce, 
and  to  persons  engaged  or  intending  to  engage  therein.*  This  is 
in  accordance  with  the  principle  that  wh^  a  statute  is  open  to  two 
possible  interpretations,  the  court  will  adopt  the  one  which  wiU 
uphold  Um  statute.*  Accordingly,  if  a  corporation  combines  and 
carries  on  a  local  and  state  business,  together  witii  its  interstate  bum- 
ness,  it  is  subject  to  state  taxation  and  regulation  so  far  as  its  local 
and  state  business  is  involved;  and  a  statute  is  valid  when  applied 
to  the  local  or  state  business  of  a  corporation  engaged  in  both  a 
state  and  Interstate  business  or  commerce,  so  long  as  it  has  a  uniform 
operation  throughout  tiie  state  as  to  such  business,  and  is  not  shown 
to  be  prohibitory  or  destructive  thereof.*  A  licuise  tax  for  revenue, 
exact^  by  a  municipal  corporation  from  a  corporation  doing  an 
intrastate  business  therein,  is  not  unreasonable  as  to  a  particular 
company  merely  because  that  branch  of  its  business  is  conducted  at 
a  loss  for  the  year  for  which  the  tax  is  levied ;  *  and  it  has  been 
held  also  that  a  privilege  tax  imposed  on  sleeping  and  parlor  car 
companies  for  transporting  passengers  from  one  point  to  another 
within  the  state  cannot  be  avoided  by  proving  that  such  business  is 
compulsory  and  done  at  a  loss.*  A  tax  imposed  is  not  a  license 
tax,  nor  a  tax  on  the  business  or  occupation,  nor  on  the  transportation 
of  property  through  the  state,  nor  from  points  within  the  state  to 
points  in  other  states,  nor  from  points  in  other  states  to  points  within 
the  state,  where  it  merely  purports  to  provide  for  a  tax  on  property 
within  the  state,  even  though  such  property  is  employed  very  largely 
in  the  business  of  interstate  commerce.'  In  such  case  it  is  the  rule 
that  the  tax  affects  interstate  commerce  only  incidentally,  and  it  is 
therefore  within  the  power'  of  the  state  to  impose.*  But  where  a 
general  license  tax  is  imposed  on  a  company  doing  both  a  state  and 
interstate  business,  it  has  been  held  that  such  a  tax  affects  its  entire 
business,  interstate  as  well  as  domestic  or  internal,  and  is  unconsti- 


2.  Armour  Packing  Co.  v.  Lacy,  200 
U.  S.  226,  26  S.  Ct.  232,  50  U.  S.  (U 
ed.)  461;  Barrett  v.  New  York,  232 
U.  S.  14,  34  S.  Ct.  203,  58  U.  S.  (U 
ed.)  483;  Singer  Sewing  Kach.  Co. 
V.  Brickell,  233  U.  S.  304,  34  S.  Ct. 
493,  58  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  974;  Osborne 
V.  State,  33  Fla.  162,  14  So.  588,  39 
A.  S.  R.  99,  25  L.B.A.  120. 

3.  See  Constitutional  Law,  vol.  6, 
p.  78. 

4.  Osborne  t.  State,  33  Fla.  162,  14 
So.  588,  39  A.  S.  R.  99,  26  L.B.A. 
120. 

6.  Troy  v.  Western  Union  TeL  Co., 
164  Ala.  482,  51  So.  523,  27  L.R.A. 


(N.S.)  627  and  note. 

6.  Pullman  Palace  Car  Co.  t.  Adams, 
78  Miss.  814,  30  So.  757,  84  A.  S.  R. 
647.  See  rapra,  par.  23,  as  to  foreign 
corporations  en^nged  m  state  and 
interstate  commerce. 

7.  Adams  Exp.  Co.  v.  Oltio  State 
Auditor,  166  U.  S.  194, 17  S.  Ct.  305, 
41  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  683;  Western  Union 
Tel.  Co.  T.  New  Hope,  187  U.  S.  419, 
23  S.  Ct.  204,  47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  240; 
SUte  V.  Applegarth,  81  Md.  293,  31 
Atl.  961,  28  L.R.A.  812. 

8.  See  supra,  par.  19,  as  to  incidental 
interference. 
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tutional.*  It  has  been  held  tiiat  a  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of 
a  state  to  the  effect  that  a  provision  of  its  laws  imposing  a  tax  does 
not  apply  to  the  interstate  business  of  a  foreign  corporation,  but  only 
to  its  local  busineaa^  such  as  the  sale  within  the  state  of  products 
already  stored  there,  on  orders  received  after  the  produets  are  thus 
stored,  is  conclusive  on  the  federal  supreme  court  in  determining 
on  writ  of  error  to  the  state  court  whether  the  tax  is  an  interference 
with  interstate  commerce."  And  it  is  a  rule  that  the  mere  determi- 
nation as  to  who  Yire  merchants  within  a  state  tax  law  involves  no 
federal  question  which  can  be  reviewed  on  writ  of  error  to  a  state 
court,  where  the  levy  of  the  merchants'  tax  violates  no  federal  right.*' 
26.  Ferries  on  Interstate  Rivers. — ^It  is  a  long  established  rule  that 
the  power  to  establish  and  regulate  ferries  is  reserved  to  the  states) 
respectively.'"  The  power  of  Congress  to  require  vessels  to  be  enrolled 
and  licensed  is  derived  from  the  provision  of  tiie  constitution  which 
authorize  it  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations  and  among 
the  several  states,  and  does  not  interfere  with  t^e  police  powers  of 
a  state  in  granting  ferry  licenses;  and  this  is  the  governing  rule 
although  boats  on  such  ferries  ply  between  landings  in  different 
states.'*  It  has  been  held  that  the  legislature  may  empower  a  city 
to  grant  an  exclusive  license  to  ferry  across  a  navigable  river,  and 
that  the  conferring  of  power  to  grant  or  refuse  a  ferry  license  author- 
izes the  granting  of  an  exclusive  license.'*  But  a  state  has  no  power 
to  impose  a  license  fee  on  a  vessel  licensed  and  enrolled  under  the 
federal  laws  as  a  conditiop  of  the  use  of  such  vessel  within  the 
state  in  interstate  carrying  business."  Under  this  general  prin- 
ciple, a  state  cannot  impose  a  privilege  tax  on  a  ferry  company, 
chartered  in  a  foreign  state  and  engaged  in  interstate  traffic,  for 
disembarking  its  passengers  and  discharging  iia  cargoes  of  freight 

9.  Leloup  V.  Port  of  Mobile,  127  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  419;  New  Orleans  v. 
U.  S.  640,  8  S.  Ct.  1380,  32  U.  S.  (L.  Eclipse  Tow-Boat  Co.,  33  La.  Ann. 
ed.)  311.  See  generally^  supra,  par.  647,  39  Am.  Rep.  279,  reversed  on  an- 
23,  as  to  license  taxes  on  foreun  oov-  other  point  by  Moran  v.  New  Orleans, 
porations.  112  U.  S.  69,  5  S.  Ct  38,  28  U.  S. 

10.  Armoar  Packinff  Co.  v.  Lacy,  (L.  ed.)  653.  As  to  the  establishment 
200  U.  S.  226,  26  S.  (ft.  232,  50  U.  S.  and  regulation  of  interstate  ferries  gen- 
(L.  ed.)  451.  As  to  the  decisions  of  erally,  see  Cohuercb,  vol.  5,  p.  763; 
state  courts  as  binding  on  the  federal  Ferries,  vol.  11,  pp.  918,  919. 
courts,  see  CouEfrs,  vol.  7,  p.  1012;  14.  Burlington,  etc..  County  Ferry 
United  States  Courts.  Co.  v.  Davis,  48  la.  133,  30  Am.  Rep. 

11.  American  S'teel,  etc.,  Co.  v.  390.  And  see  Fkrkies,  vol.  11,  pp. 
Speed,  192  U.  S.  500,  24  S.  Ct.  365,  915,  923. 

48  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  538.  15.  Moran  v.  New  Orleans,  112  XJ. 

12.  Conway  v.  Taylor,  1  Black.  603,  S,  69,  5  8.  Ct.  38,  28  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
17  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  191.  See  also  Com-  653,  reversing  New  Orleans  v.  Eclipse 
MERCE,  vol.  5,  p.  753.  Tow-Boat  Co.,  33  La.  Ann  647,  39 

13.  Wiggins  Ferry  Co.  v.  East  St.  Am.  Rep.  279. 
Louis,  107  U.  S.  365,  2  S.  Ct.  257,  27 
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at  a  port  in  tha  domestic  state  or  for  gerfhermg  paasoagOB  and  freight 
to  be  transported  across  the  river  to  the  foreign  state.  It  is  held, 
however,  that  a  person  to  whom  such  ferry  company  hss  granted  the 
light  to  sell  liquor  on  its  ferryboat  may  be  required  by  the  domestic 
state  to  pay  a  license  tax  for  the  privilege  of  seUing  liquor  at  retail 
while  the  boat  is  at  its  landing  in  the  domestic  state,  as  the  imposition 
of  such  a  license  tax  is  distinctly  within  the  state's  police  power,  and 
does  not,  in  any  event,  constitute  interstate  commerce.^*  Pursuant 
to  the  general  principle  referred  to,  it  has  been  held  that  an  ordi- 
nance is  not  in  violation  of  the  federal  constitution  that  levies  an 
ad  valorem  tax  on  all  flatboats  wherein  goods  may  be  sold  at  retail, 
though  the  flatboat  may  have  brought  goods  from  another  state; 
furthermore,  such  a  tax  is  not  an  "impost  or  duty"  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  constitution.^'  It  is  clear  of  course  that  a  license  to  run 
a  steamboat  on  waters  of  a  river  which  can  be  used  only  for  trans- 
portation between  places  in  the  same  state  may  be  required  by  a  state 
law  making  it  an  indictable  offense  to  run  such  steamboat  without 
a  license.^* 


V.  Lbgislativb  Authority  to  Impose  Liobnbb  Tax 

27.  In  General. — ^The  power  of  the  legislature  to  impose  taxes  on 
persons,  property,  business,  and  franchises  is  unlimited,  save  only  by 
such  restrictions  as  are  found  in  the  organic  law,  state  or  federal,*' 
or  such  as  are  inherent  in  the  nature  of  the  subject  itself.**  This 


16.  Foppiano  Speed,  199  U.  8.  Mont.  12S,  44  Pa&  516,  56  A.  S.  R. 
501,  26  S.  Ct.  138,  50  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  551,  32  L.R.A.  635;  MercaatUe  Incor- 
288;  Harrell  v.  Speed,  113  Term.  224,  porating  Co.  t.  JunMn,  85  Neb.  561, 
81  S.  W.  840,  106  A.  S.  R.  814,  3  123  N.  W.  1055,  19  Ann.  Cas.  269 
Ann.  Gas.  260  uid  note,  1  L.R.A.  and  note;  Standard  Underground 
(N.S.)  639  and  note.  Cable  Co.  v.  Atty.-Gen.,  46  N.  J.  Eq. 

17.  Harrison  V.  Vickaburg,  3  Smedes  270,  19  Atl.  733,  19  A.  S.  R.  394; 
ft  M.  (Miss.)  581,  41  Am.  Dee.  633.  State  v.  Guilbert,  70  Ohio  St.  229,  71 

18.  Com.  V.  King,  150  Mass.  221,  N.  £.  636,  1  Ann.  Caa  25  and  note; 
22  N.  E.  905,  5  L.R.A.  536.  In  re  Watson,  17  S.  D.  486,  97  N.  W. 

19.  Nathan  v.  Louisiana,  8  How.  73,  463,  2  Ann.  Cas.  321  and  note;  State 
12  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  992;  Welton  v.  Mia-  v.  Clausen,  65  Wash.  156,  117  Pac. 
souri,  91  U.  S.  275,  23  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1101,  37  L.R.A.(N.S.)  466;  State  v. 
347;  Webber  v.  Virginia,  103  U.  S.  344,  Willingham,  9  Wyo.  290,  62  Pac  797, 
26  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  565;  Armour  Packing  87  A.  S.  R.  948,  52  L.R.A.  198.  See 
Co.  v.  Lacy,  200  U.  S.  226,  26  S.  Ct.  also  Taxation. 

232,  50  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  451;  Bradley  t.  The  power  to  tax  is  the  power  to 

Richmond,  227  U.  S.  477,  33  S.  Ct.  318,  destroy.    See  Constitutionax.  Liw, 

67  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  603;  Phoenix  Carpet  vol.  6,  p.  139. 

Go.  T.  State,  118  Ala.  143,  22  So.  627,  See  supra,  par.  19,  as  to  federal 

72  A.  S;  R.  143;  State  t.  Applegarth,  supervision. 

81Md.293,  31Atl.  961,28L.R.A.  812;  20.  Standard   Underground  Cable 

State  T.  Hovorka,  100  Minn.  249,  110  Co.  v.  Atty.-Gen.,  46  N.  J.  Eq.  270, 

N.  W.  870, 10  Ann.  Cas.  398,  8  L.R.A.  19  Atl.  733, 19  A.  S.  R.  394.  And  see 

(N.S.)  1272;  State  t.  Camp  Sing,  18  the  authorities  cited  infra,  par.  28, 
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power  rests  in  the  sound  diacxetion  of  the  legislature,^  and  extendi 
to  tiie  licenong  of  useful  occupation^  whether  such  occupations  ar« 
subject  to  police  regulation  or  control  *  or  not  subject  to  such  control,* 
as  well  as  to  occupations  of  a  merely  nonuseful  or  of  a  harmful 
nature.*  Except  where  the  constitution  otherwise  provides,  license 
taxes  may  be  imposed  not  only  for  purposes  of  regulation,  but  for 
revenue.*  Where  the  power  to  license  is  delated  to  municipalities 
or  otiier  bodies  or  officers,  the  rule  prevails  that  the  excise  of  the 
power  by  such  bodies  or  officers  must  rest  clearly  in  grants  a  furrier 
rule  being  as  to  them  that  a  mere  delegation  of  the  right  to  license 
does  not  include  a  right  to  exact  license  taxes  for  revenue  purposes.* 
In  the  absence  of  a  delegation  of  such  power,  it  rests  with  the  state 
to  determine  what  occupations  shall  be  licensed ; '  to  classify  occupa- 
tions, and  to  impose  different  taxes  on  different  occupations;*  to 
decide  when  and  for  what  purpose  a  tax  shall  be  levied; *  the  neces- 
sity for  such  tax,  as  well  as  its  amount;  and  the  agency  through 
which  the  collection  should  be  made.^^  The  validity  of  a  license  or 
privil^e  tax  is  in  no  way  dependent  on  the  mode  which  ihe  state  may 
deem  fit  to  adopt  in  fixing  the  amount  for  any  year  which  it  will 
exact  for  the  franchise.  Its  action  in  this  matter  is  not  the  subject 
of  judicial  inquiry  in  a  federal  tribunal.**  Moreover,  the  validity, 
under  the  state  laws,  of  an  ordinance  adopted  by  a  board  of  county 
supervisors  is  settled,  so  far  as  the  federal  courts  are  concerned,  by 
a  decision  of  the  highest  court  of  that  state  upholding  a  similar 
ordinance.'*  It  is  apparent  that  in  strictn^  a  mere  license  or  power 
conferred  by  statute  is  only  coextensive  with  the  sovereignty  from 
which  the  license  or  power  emanates.'* 

ennmeratin^  speeifie  instanees  of  the  wankee,  126  Wis.  1,  104  N.  W.  1009, 
exercise  of  le^slative  power.  110  A.  S.  H.  886,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.}  581. 

1.  People  V.  Coleman,  4  CaL  46,  60  8.  See  infra,  par.  31  et  seq.,  as  to 
Am.  Dee.  581,  ovemded  on  another  dassifieations. 

point  by  People  v.  HcCreery,  34  Cal.  9.  Phoenix  Carpet  Co.  y.  State^  118 
432;  State  v.  Applegarth,  81  Md.  293,  Ala.  143,  22  So.  627,  72  A.  S.  B.  143. 
31  AtL  061,  28  L.R.A.  812.  10.  Kehrer  v.  Stewart,  197  U.  S. 

8.  See  infra,  par.  57  et  seq.  60,  25  S.  Ct.  403,  49  U.  8.  (L.  ed.) 

,  8.  Banta  v.  Chicago,  172  lU.  204,  663 ;  Armour  Packing  Co.  t.  Laey,  200. 
50  N.  E.  233,  40  L.R.A.  611;  Sperry,  U.  S.  226,  26  S.  Ct.  232,  50  U.  S.  (L. 
etc,  Co.  y.  Owensboro,  151  Ky.  389,  ed.)  451. 
151  S.  W.  932,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  373.     Note:  30  L.R.A  415. 
See  also  infra,  par.  64.  11.  State  v.  McKinney,  29  Mont. 

4.  See  infra,  par.  63.  375,  74  Pac.  1095,  1  Ann.  Cas.  579. 

5.  State  v.  Conlon,  65  Conn.  478,  12.  Home  Ins.  Co.  v.  New  Toxfc, 
33  Ati.  519, 48  A.  S.  R.  227, 31  L.R.A.  184  U.  S.  594, 10  S.  Ct.  593,  33  U.  S. 
55;  Seattle  y.  Dencker,  58  Wash.  501,  (L.  ed.)  1025. 

108  Pac  1086,  137  A  S.  R.  1076,  28  IS.  Flannigan  y.  Sierra  Cotroty,  196 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  446.  U.  S.  553,  25  8.  Ct  314,  49  U.  S. 

S.  See  infra,  par.  50,  53,  59,  as  to  (L.  ed.)  597. 
tax  for  revenue.  14.  Upton  y.  Hubbard,  28  Cona  27^ 

7.  Wisconmn  Telephone  Ca  v.  Mil-  73  Am.  Dec.  670  and  note. 
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28.  Specific  Occttpationi  and  Busiiiesses  Subject  to  License  Tax 
Legislation. — As  shown  in  the  preceding  paragraph,  the  state,  in  the 
exercise  of  its  two  great  powers  of  taxation  and  police  regulation,  may 
require  the  payment  of  a  license  fee  or  tax  on  the  right  to  engage 
in  any  pursuit,  business  or  occupation.  The  authority  of  the  legis- 
lature in  this  respect  is  without  restriction  or  limitation  other  than 
may  be  found  in  the  organic  law;  and  as  indicating  the  extent  of 
its  exercise,  it  may  be  observed  here  that  privilege  or  occupation  taxes 
have  been  imposed  on  persons  practicing  the  learned  professions; 
brokers;^*  factors  or  commission  merchants; persons  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits  generally,'*  including  wholesalers  and  retailers,*' 
produce  dealers,"*  milkdealers,'  meat  vendors,*  brewers  and  vendors 
of  intoxicating  liquors,'  itinerant  vendors  and  transient  merohante,^ 
hawkers  and  peddlers/  and  street  vendors;  *  on  occupations  or  busi- 
nesses carried  on  generally  by  corporations,  such  as  banks,'  express 


15.  See  Attornets  at  Law,  vcd.  2f  281  et  aeq. 

p.  949;  PHTStoiANS  AND  SiTEtGEONS.  4.  CaiTollton  T.  Bazsette,  159  Dl. 

16.  See  Brokers,  vol.  4,  p.  245.  284,  42  N.  E.  837,  31  UR.A.  522; 

17.  See  Factors,  vol.  11,  p.  757.  Ottumwa  v.  Zekind,  95  la.  622,  64 

18.  Van  Hook  v.  Selma,  70  Ala.  361,  N.  W.  64fl,  58  A.  S.  R.  417,  29  LJI.A. 
45  Am.  Rep.  85;  Thibaut  v.  Kearney.  734;  State  v.  Wheelock,  95  la.  577,  64 
45  La.  Ann.  149, 12  So.  139, 18  L.R.A.  N.  W.  620,  58  A.  S.  R.  442,  30  L.R.A 
596;  State  v.  Chadbourn,  80  N.  C.  429;  State  v.  Foster,  22  R.  L  163,  46 
479,  30  Am.  Rep.  94;  Stote  v.  Tearby,  Atl.  833,  50  L.R.A.  339;  Kirk  v.  State, 
82  N.  C.  561,  33  Am.  Rep.  694;  State  126  Tenn.  7,  150  S.  W.  83,  Ann.  Cae. 
V.  Miller,  93  N.  C.  511,  53  Am.  Rep.  1913D  1239  and  note. 

469;  Brownback  v.  North  Wales,  194  Note:  129  A.  S.  R.  278. 
Pa.  St  609,  45  Atl  660,  49  UB.A.  5.  Soath  Bend  v.  Martin,  142  Ind. 
446.  31,  41  N.  E.  315,  29  L.R.A.  531;  New- 
Note:  129  A.  S.  R.  273,  278.  port  v.  Pitaer,  131  Ky.  544, 115  S.  W. 

19.  Knisely  v.  Cotterel,  196  Pa.  St  742,  21  L.E.A.(N.S.)  279;  People  v. 
614,  46  AU.  861,  50  L.R.A.  86  and  Russell,  49  Mich.  617,  14  N.  W.  568, 
note.  43  Am.  Rep.  478;  State  v.  Wageoer, 

20.  District  of  Golambia  t.  Oyster,  69  Minn.  206,  72  N.  W.  67,  65  A.  S. 
4  Mackey  (D.  C.)  285,  64  Am.  Bep.  R.  565,  38  L.R.A.  677;  State  t.  Web- 
275.  ber,  214  Mo.  272,  113  S.  W.  1054,  15 

1.  Birmingham  V.  Ooldsteiu,  151  Ala.  Ann.  Gas.  983;  RoseDbloom  v.  State, 
473,  44  So.  113,  125  A.  S.  R.  33,  12  64  Neb.  342,  89  N.  W.  1053,  57  L.R.A. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  568;  Littlefield  v.  State,  922;  Pomeroy  v.  Rutherford,  80  Wash. 
42  Neb.  223,  60  N.  W.  724,  47  A.  S.  43,  141  Pac.  178,  L.R.A.1916B  1291. 
R.  697,  28  L.R.A.  588;  Norfolk  v.  Notes:  129  A.  S.  B.  276  ;  7  LJI.A. 
Flynn,  101  Va.  473,  44  S.  E.  717,  99  667;  8  L.R.A.  273. 

A.  S.  R.  918,  62  L.R.A.  771.  See  also  Peddlers. 

Note:  129  A.  S.  R.  274.  6.  Note:  34  L.R.A.  586. 

2.  Davis  v.  Macon,  64  Ga.  128,  37  7.  Nathan  v.  Louisiana,  8  How.  73, 
Am.  Rep.  60;  State  v.  Wemwag,  116  12  tJ.  S.  (L.  ed.)  992. 

N.  C.  1061,  21  S.  E.  683,  47  A.  S.  E.  Note:  129  A.  S.  R.  291. 

873,  28  L.R.A.  297.  See  also  Banks,  vol.  3,  p.  383.  But 

Note:  129  A.  S.  R.  274.  see  Carthage  v.  Carthage  First  Nat. 

3.  Note:  129  A  S.  R.  276.  And  Bank,  71  Mo.  508,  36  Am.  Rep.  494 
see  Iniqxioatino  IiIquobs,  voL  16,  p.  (aa  to  ezeeptii^  national  banks). 
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companies,'  railroad  corporataons,*  street  car  companies/**  telegraph 
companies and  insurance  OMnpanies;  on  markets,^'  private  max^ 
ketB  as  distinguished  from  public  markets,^'*  public  cold  storage 
houses;*'  on  persons  operating  vehicles,^*  including  motorcycles,'^ 
motor  vehicles,**  operators  of  automobiles,**  jitneys,-"  and  including 
haokmen  *  and  draymen ; '  on  fishing  in  public  waters,'  on  the  busi- 
ness of  giving  trading  stands  with  purchases,*  and  the  business  of 

8.  Note:  129  A.  S.  B.  291.  ness  or  pleasore  cuaally  cairies  them 

9.  Mame  t.  Grand  Trunk  R.  Co.,  into  or  through  the  municipality,  would 
142  U.  S.  217,  12  S.  Ct.  121,  163,  36  be  in  derogation  of  their  reserved 
U.  S.  (Ia  ed.)  994  (decision  by  divided  rights  to  use  the  highways  of  the  corn- 
court),  monwealth  and  impose  intolerable  con- 

10.  Denver  (My  B.  Co.  v.  Denver,  ditions  on  the  public  and  lead  to 
21  Colo.  350,  41  Pac.  826,  52  A.  S.  absurd  results. 

E.  239,  29  L.R.A.  608.  17.  People  v.  Smith,  156  Mich.  173, 

11.  St  Louis  V.  Western  Union  Tel.  120  N.  W.  581,  16  Ann.  Caa.  607,  21 
Co.,  149  TJ.  S.  465,  13  S.  Ct.  990,  37  L.R.A.(N.S.)  41  and  note. 

U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  811;  Postal  Tel.  Cable  18.  In  re  Hoffert,  34  S.  D.  271, 148 
Co.  V.  Baltimore,  156  U.  S.  210,  15  N.  W.  20,  52  Lja.A.(M.S.)  949  and 
S.  Ct.  356,  39  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  399;  note. 

Portland  v.  Western  Union  Tel.  Co.,  19.  Note:  129  A.  S.  B.  286.  See 
75  Ore.  37,  146  Pae.  148,  LJI.A.1915D  generally.  Automobiles,  vol.  2,  p.  1172 
260.  et  seq. 

12.  People  V.  Philadelphia  Fire  20.  Memphis  St.  R.  Co.  v.  Rapid 
Ass'n,  92  N.  Y.  311,  44  Am.  Rep.  380;  Transit  Co.,  133  Tenn.  99,  179  S.  W. 
Hauser  v.  North  British,  etc.,  Ins.  Co.,  635,  L.R.A.1916B  1143. 

206  N.  Y.  455,  100  N.  E.  52,  Ann.      Note:  L.R.A.1915F  842. 

Cas.  l914B  263  and  note,  42  L.R.A.      1.  State  v.  Finch,  78  Minn.  118,  80 

(N.S.)  1139.  N.  W.  856,  46  L.R.A.  437;  Branahan 

Note:  Ann.  Can.  1914B  266.  v.  Cincinnati  Hotel  Co.,  39  Ohio  St. 

S-^e  also  Insurance,  vo1.-14,  p.  858.  333,  48  Am.  Rep.  457  (holding,  how- 

13.  A^  V.  People,  11  Mich.  347,  83  ever,  that  a  hackney  coach  stand  on  a 
Am.  Dec.  740.  public  street,  interfering  with  access 

Note:  24  L.R.A.  584  et  seq.  to  the  premises  of  an  adjoining  pro- 

See  generally.  Markets.  prietor,  ia  a  nuisance,  and  is  not  justi- 

14.  New  Orleans  v.  Dnbarry,  33  La.  fied  by  a  city  ordinance  permitting  its 
Ann.  481,  39  Am.  Rep.  273.  establishment) ;  Ex  parte  Gregory,  20 

15.  Stewart  v.  Atlanta  Beef  Co.,  93  Tex.  App.  210,  54  Am.  Rep.  516. 
Ga  12,  18  S.  E.  981,  44  A.  S.  R.  119.     Note:  129  A.  S.  R.  286. 

16.  Chicago  v.  Collins,  175-111.  445,  2.  Memphis  v.  Battaile,  8  Heisk. 
51  N.  E.  907,  67  A.  8.  B.  224,  49  (Tenn.)  524,  24  Am.  Rep.  285. 
L.R.A.  408;  Harder's  Fireproof  3.  State  v.  Applegarth,  81  Md.  293, 
Storage,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Chicago,  235  HI.  31  AU.  961,  28  L.R.A.  812;  State  v. 
58,  85  N.  E.  245,  14  Ann.  Cas.  536  Hanlou,  77  Ohio  St.  19,  82  M.  £.  662, 
and  note;  Des  Moines  v.  Bolton,  128  122  A.  S.  B.  47i2,  13  L.B.A.(N.S.) 
Ia.  108,  102  N.  W.  1045,  5  Ann.  Cas.  539. 

906.  But  see  Pegg  v.  Columbus,  80  4.  Fleetwood  v.  Bead,  21  Wash.  547, 
Ohio  St.  367,  89  N.  E.  14,  23  L.R.A.  58  Pae.  665,  47  L.R.A.  205;  Sperry, 
(N.S.)  453  and  note;  White  Oak  Coal  etc.,  Co.  v.  Meltoa,  69  W.  Va.  124,  71 
Co.  V.  Manchester,  109  Va.  749,  64  S.  E.  19,  34  L.R.A.(N.S.)  433. 
S.  E.  944,  132  A.  8.  B.  943,  to  the  But  see  as  to  the  general  rule  contra: 
effect  that  to  levy  a  license  tax  on  Montgomery  v.  Kelly,  142  Ala.  552, 
vehicles  of  noniesidents,  whose  busi-  38  So.  67,  110  A.  S.  B.  43,  70  L.B.A. 
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op^ting  ferries;  *  on  such  miscellaiieous  occupatioiui  as  architeotfi,' 
barbers,'  contractors  and  builders,*  auctioneers,'  brokers,'*  employ- 
ment agents,"  emigrant  agents,**  engineers,"  innkeepers,'*  livery 
stable  keepers,''  phannacists,'*  plumb^/^  pawnbrokers,'*  the  busi- 
ness of  buying  in  tax  titles,'*  persons  operating  public  laundries,** 
junk  dealers,'  scavengws,*  and  such  miscellaneous  occupations  or 

209  (tax  declared  void  as  an  attempt  mled  by  Mathews  t.  People,  202  111. 

to  fix  a  penalty  for  condacting  a  law-  389,  67  N.  E.  28,  95  A.  S.  R.  241,  63 

ful  business  in  a  certain  way) ;  Sperry,  L.R.A.  73,  on  the  ground  that  the 

etc.,  Co.  T.  Owensboro,  51  Ky.  389, 151  statute  involved  contained  discrimina- 

S.  W.  932,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  373  and  tory  provisions) ;  People  v.  City  Pris- 

note  (tax  void'  where  so  oppressive  on,  183  N.  Y.  223,  76  N.  E.  11,  6 

as  to  be  prohibitive) ;  Winston  t.  Ann.  Cas.  325  and  note^  2  LJLA. 

Beeson,  135  N.  C.  271,  47  S.  E.  457,  (N.S.)  859  and  note. 

65  L.R.A.  167  (tax  declared  void  as  Note;  129  A.  S.  R.  282. 

in  excess  of  charter  authority).    See  12.  State  v.  Hunt,  129  N.  C.  686, 

generally,  Teading  Stamps.  40  S.  E.  216,  85  A.  S.  R.  758. 

5.  Wiggins  Ferry  Co.  v.  East  St  Note:  129  A.  S.  E.  282. 

Loois,  107  U.  S.  365,  2  S.  Ct.  257,  13.  St  Louis  v.  Meyrose  Lamp  Mfg. 

27  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  419.   See  generally,  Co.,  139  Mo.  560,  41  S.  W.  244,  61 

supra,  par.  26.  And  see  Fbuoes,  tu.  A.  S.  R.  474. 

II,  p.  914.  14.  See.  Innkebfebs,  vol.  14,  p.  495. 

6.  See  Architects,  vol.  2,  p.  399.  16.  Note :  129  A.  S.  R.  283. 

7.  Louisville  v.  Schnell,  131  Ky.  104,  16.  See  Drugs  and  Druggists,  vol. 
114  S.  W.  742,  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  637;  9,  p.  697  et  seq. 

State  V.  Zenb,  79  Minn.  80,  81  N.  W.  17.  Wilby  v.  State,  93  Misa.  787, 
748,  79  A.  S.  R.  422,  48  L.R.A.  88.  47  So.  465,  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  677  (hold- 
Notes:  129  A.  S.  R.  272;  15  Ann.  ing  that  a  journeyman  plumber  who 
Cas.  260.  has  no  place  of  business  or  bureau  for 

8.  Note:  129  A.  S.  R.  271.  obtaining  contracts,  and  employs  no 

9.  CarroUton  v.  Bazzette,  159  HI.  helpers,  is  not  within  the  terms  of  a 
284,  42  N.  E.  837,  31  L.R.A.  522;  statute  imposing  a  privilege  tax  on 
Qoshen  v.  Kern,  63  Ind.  468,  30  Am.  each  individual,  firm  or  corporation 
Rep.  234;  Wright  v.  May,  127  Minn,  doing  a  phunbing  business). 

150,  149  N.  W.  9,  L.R.A.1915B  151;  18.  Grand  Rapids  v.  Braudy,  105 

StuU  v.  De  Mattos,  23  Wash.  71,  62  Mich.  670,  64  N.  W.  29,  55  A.  S.  R. 

Pac.  451,  51  L.R.A.  892.  472,  32  L.R.A.  116;  Duluth  v.  Bloom, 

Note:  129  A.  S.  R.  280.  55  Minn.  97,  56  N.  W.  580,  21  L.R.A. 

See  also  AucnoMS,  vol.  2,  p.  1119.  689;  Butte  v.  Paltrovich,  30  Mont  18, 

10.  United  Stat«  v.  Cutting,  3  Wall.  75  Pac.  521,  104  A.  8.  R.  698. 
441,  18  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  241;  Vermont  Note:  129  A.  S.  R.  279. 

Loan,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Hoffman,  5  Idalio  - 19.  Com.  v.  Hazel,  155  Ky.  30,  159 

376,  49  Pac.  314,  95  A.  S.  R.  186,  S.  W.  673,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1078. 

37  L.R.A.  509;  Banta  v.  Chicago,  172  20.  Note:  36  L.R.A.  612. 

III.  204,  50  N.  E.  233,  40  L.R.A.  611;  1.  State  v.  Rosenbaum,  80  Conn. 
French  v.  Toledo,  81  Ohio  St  160,  327,  68  Atl.  250,  125  A.  S.  R.  121, 
90  N.  E.  160,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  748  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  288;  Grand  Rapids  v. 
and  note.  Braudy,  105  Mich.  670,  64  N.  W.  29, 

Note:  129  A.  S.  R.  280,  281.  55  A.  S.  R.  472,  32  L.R.A.  116  and 

See  also  Brokers,  vol.  4,  p.  245.  note;  Dulnth  v.  Bloom,  55  Minn.  97, 

11.  Williams  v.  Fears,  110  Ga.  684,  56  N.  W.  580,  21  L.R.A.  689. 

35  S.  E.  699,  50  L.R.A.  685;  Price  Notps:  129  A.  S.  R.  279;  16  Ann. 

V.  People,  193  III.  114.  61  N.  E.  844,  Cas.  723. 

86  A.  S.  R.  306,  55  LJR.A.  588  (over-  2.  In  re  Lowe,  54  Kan.  757,  39  Pac 
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busineeses  as  are  ordinarily  under  stricter  police  control  or  surveillance, 
such  as  horseracing/  dealing  in  intoxicating  liquors^*  and  persons 
conducting  places  of  public  amusement,^  such  as  theatL>rs,*  public 
billiard  halls,^  public  dancing  schools,^  and  skating  rinks.* 

29.  Right  to  Engage  in  Useful- and  Lawful  Occupations. — Liberty, 
in  its  broad  sense,  as  understood  in  this  country  means  the  inalienable 
right  not  only  of  freedom  from  servitude,  imprisonment,  or  restraint 
but  the  right  of  every  person  to  use  his  faculties  in  all  lawful  ways, 
to  live  and  work  where  he  will^  to  earn  his  livelihood  in  any  lawful 
calling  and  to  pursue  any  lawful  trade  or  vocation.^**  With  tiiis  as 
a  basic  principle,  a  state,  in  permitting  certain  competent  persons  to 
accept  a  specified  private  employment,  cannot  lay  down  a  test  which 
absolutely  prohibits  other  competent  persons  from  entering  that  em- 
ployment;^* nor  may  it  impose  special  restrictions  or  burdens,  or 
grant  speciid  privileges  to  persons  engaged  in  the  same  business  under 
similar  circumstances,  because  to  do  this  would  be  in  contravention 
of  the  equal  right  guaranteed  to  all  in  the  enforcement  of  laws  and 
in  the  raijoyment  of  liberty  and  of  an  equal  right  in  the  acquisition 

710,  27  UR.A.  645;  State  v.  Hill,  126  taxed  as  a  privilege. 
N.  C.  1139,  36  S.  E.  326,  '50  L.R.A,     8.  People  v.  WUber,  198  N.  Y.  1, 


3.  Grainger  v.  Douglas  Park  Jockey  note,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  357. 
Clab,  148  Fed.  513,  78  C.  G.  A.  109,     9.  Harris  v.  Com.,  81- Va.  240,  59 
8  Ann.  Cas.  997  and  note.  Am.  Rep.  666. 

4.  Foster  v.  Speed,  120  Tenn.  470,  10.  Batchers'  Union  Slaughter- 
Ill  S.  W.  025,  15  Ann.  Cas.  1066,  House  Co.  v.  Crescent  City  Live-Stock 
22  L.B.A.(N.S.)  948.  And  see  gen-  Landing  Co.,  Ill  U.  S.  746,  4  S.  Ct 
erally,  Iktozioatimq  Liguoas,  vol.  15,  652,  28  U.  S.  (U  ed.)  585;  Montgom- 
p.  281  et  seq.  ery  v.  KeUy,  142  Ala.  552,  38  So.  67, 

6.  See  Theatebs,  Shows  and  Pdb-  110  A.  S.  B.  43,  70  LJt.A.  209;  Bes- 


6.  BeU  V.  Mahn,  121  Pa.  St.  225,  215,  56  L.R.A.  558;  Douglas  v.  People, 
15  Aa.  623,  6  A.  S.  B.  786,  1  L.R.A.  225  lU.  236,  80  N.  E.  341,  U6  A. 
364.  S.  R.  162, 8  L.B.A.(N.S.)  U16;  WUby 

Note:  110  Am.  Dee.  628  et  seq.  v.  State,  93  Miss.  767,  47  Sa  465, 
(but  citing  anthoritifls  also  to  the  ef-  23  LJLA.(N.S.)  677;  Schnaier  v.  Na- 
fect  that,  as  a  general  rule,  pnblie  vane  Hotd,  etc.,  Co.,  182  N.  Y.  83, 
shows  and  exhibitions  of  any  kind,  74  N.  £.  561,  108  A.  S.  B.  790,  70 
given  free  of  charge  or  contribution  LbR.A.  722;  St^  v.  Moore,  113  N.  C. 
of  any  kind,  are  not  subject  to  pay  697, 18  S.  E.  342, 22  LJI.A.  472;  SUte 
a  license  fee).  v.  Smith,  42  Wash.  237,  84  Pao.  851, 

7.  Sears  v.  West,  5  K.  C  291,  3  114  A.  S.  B.  114,  7  Ann.  Cas.  677, 
Am.  Dee.  694.  See  Stevens  v.  State,  6  L.B.A.(N.S.)  674.  See  also  Con- 
2  Ark.  291,  35  Am.  Dec  72,  holding  stitutional  Law,  toI  6,  p.  259. 
that  thoogh  the  state  has  the  power  11.  Smith  v.  Texas,  233  U.  S.  640, 
80  to  xegnlate  the  use  of  billiard  34  S.  Ct  681,  58  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1129, 
tables  as  to  prevent  any  injury  to  the  L.B.A.1916D  977,  Ann.  Cas.  191&D 
morals  of  tiie  pnblie,  yet  t^e  rif^ht  to  420 ;  Montgomery  t.  West,  149  Ala. 
own,  keep  and  use  such  a  table  is  a  311,  42  So.  1000,  123  A.  S.  B.  33,  13 
common  right  possessed  by  every  dti-  Ann.  Cas.  651,  9  L.B.A.(N.S.)  659. 
sen,  and  that  therefore  it  cannot  be     Note:  78  A.  S.  B.  259. 
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and  possession  of  property."  Moreover,  a  statute  cannot,  under  the 
guise  of  tbe  police  power,  but  really  to  effect  some  purpose  not  within 
such  power,  arbitrarily  interfere  with  a  peraon  or  a  property  right.** 
While  it  is  a  rule  that,  in  order  to  be  effectual,  a  license  must  confer 
authority  to  do  that  which  without  l^e  license  would  be  illegal," 
it  does  not  follow  that  only  such  occupations  as  might  be  inhibited 
or  regulated  under  the  police  power  are  subject  to  the  requirement 
of  a  license.  The  occupation  may  be  lawful  in  itself,  and  not  subject 
to  prohibition  or  regulation  by  the  state,  yet  it  may  be  prohibited, 
in  order  to  compel  ^e  taking  out  of  a  Ucorise,  if  the  purpose  is  to 
raise  revenue  by  means  of  license  fees.*'  Some  authorities  hold  that 
when  a  person  has  complied  so  far  as  he  can  with  the  provisions  of 
an  ordinance  requiring  him  to  pay  an  occupation  tax,  and  has 
tendered  the  fee  and  demanded  of  the  proper  officer  a  license,  and  the 
license  is  refused  through  no  fault  of  his,  it  is  not  unlawful  for  him, 
without,  a  license,  to  engage  in  an  occupation  otherwise  lawful,  and 
.which  requires  no  supervision  or  regulation;  ^*  but  according  to  other 
authorities  a  license  is  essential,  and  for  its  wrongful  refusal  the 
party  has  his  remedy  by  mandamus.*'  A  grant  of  a  privilege  to  a 
corporation  does  not  necessarily  bestow  a  right  either  greater  or  less 
than  a  natural  person  enjoys;  *^  and  so  it  has  been  held  that  where 
the  statutes  for  the  regulation  of  a  business  provide  for  issuance  of 
licenses  to  corporations  only,  individuals  may  conduct  the  business 
without  a  license." 

VI.  Cl.ASSIFICATIOtr  AND  RULE  AS  TO  UNIFORMITY 

30.  Role  as  to  Unifomiity  Generally. — Generally  speaking,  the 
state,  acting  on  occupations  carried  on  within  the  state,  may  encumber 
some  of  them  with  a  tax  or  license  fee,  and  leave  other  occupations, 
dissimilar  in  tendency,  though  not  in  nature,  to  the  free  will  of  those 

12.  Harrodsburg  v.  Renfro,  (Ky.)  etc.,  Co.,  76  Kan.  428,  92  Pac  833,  14 
58  S.  W.  795,  51  L.R.A.  897;  State  v.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  918. 

Gardner,  58  Ohio  St.  599,  51  N.  B.     17.  State  v.  Orr,  68  Conn.  101,  35 

136,  65  A.  S.  R.  785  and  note,  41  AU.  770,  34  L.R.A.  279;  Memphis  St. 

L.R.A,  689;  Fleetwood  t.  Read,  21  R.  Co.  v.  Rapid  Transit  Co.,  133  Tenn. 

Wasfa.  547,  58  Pac.  665,  47  LR.A.  205.  99,  179  S.  W.  635,  L.R.A.1916B  1143. 

13.  People  V.  Ringe,  197  N.  Y.  143,  And  see  infra,  par.  75. 

90  N.  E.  451,  18  Ann.  Caa.  474,  27  18.  Frankford,  etc.,  Pass.  R.  Co.  v. 

L.R.A.  (N.S.)  528.    Ab  to  restrictions  Philadelphia,  58  Pa.  St.  110,  98  Am. 

and  regulations  under  police  power,  Dec  242. 

see  infra,  par.  57  et  seq.  19.  Marym<mt    t.    Nevada  State 

14.  See  supra,  par.  2.  Banking  Board,  33  Nev.  333,  111  Pac. 
16.  Banta  t.  Chicago,  172  HI.  204,  295,  Ann.  Gas.  1914A  162,  32  L.R.A. 

60  N.  E.  233,  40  L.R.A.  611.  {N.S.)  477.   As  to  the  restriction  of 

16.  Royall  t.  Virginia,  116  U.  6.  the  banking  business  to  corporations, 

572,  6  S.  Ct.  510,  29  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  see  Banks,  voL  3|  pp.  380-381. 
736;  Fossett  v.  Sock  Island  Lumber, 
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who  might  be  inclined  to  engage  in  tiiem.**  It  is  essential,  however, 
to  the  constitutionality  of  such  tax  laws  that  they  apply  equally  to  all 
persons  of  a  given  class.  If  the  tax  so  applies  it  is  suificiently  uniform 
and  equal,  but  a  tax  which  discriminates  between  different  members 
of  a  class  or  exempts  certain  members  of  a  class  is  void.  This  principle 
is  sometimes  made  the  subject  of  a  specific  constitutional  provision; 
but  the  principle  applies  even  in  the  absence  of  such  a  provision.' 


20.  Home  Ins.  Ca  v.  New  Task  Zekind,  95  la.  62^  64  N.  W.  646,  58 
State,  134  T7.  S.  594,  10  S.  Ct  593,  A.  8.  R.  447,  29  L.R.A.  734;  SimraU 
33  U.S.  (Led.)  1025:KehTerT.  8t««-  Covington,  90  Ky.  444,  14  S.  W. 
ut,  197  U.  S.  60,  25  8.  Ct  403,  49  369,  29  A.  S.  B.  398,  9  LiLA..  556; 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  663;  Armoor  Packing  Hagw  v.  Walker,  128  Ky.  1,  107  S. 
Co.  v.  Lacy,  200  U.  S.  226,  26  S.  Ct  W.  254,  129  A.  S.  R.  2^,  15  L.R.A. 
232,  50  D.  8.  (li.  id.)  451;  Singer  (K.8.)  195;  Lonisville  v.  Sagalowski, 
Sewing  Haehine  Ca  v.  Briekell,  233  U.  136  Ky.  324,  124  8.  W.  339,  136  A. 
S.  304,  34  S.  Ct  493, 58  U.  S.  (L  ed.)  S.  B.  258;  Codu-t.  Haaa,  195  Mass. 
974;  Sbepperd  v.  Sumter  County,  59  262,  81  N.  G.  149,  122  A.  S.  R.  251, 
6a.  535,  27  Am.  Rep.  394;  Louisville  11  Ann.  Cas.  514,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.) ' 
T.  Sagalowski,  136  Ky.  324, 125  S.  W.  799;  State  v.  Wagner,  69  Minn.  206, 
339, 136  A.  S.  B.  258;  New  Orleans  v.  72  N.  W.  67,  65  A.  S.  B.  565,  38 
Dubarry,  33  La.  Ann.  481, 39  Am.  Rep.  LB.A.  677;  State  t.  Parr,  109  Minn. 
273:  State  v.  French,  109  N.  C.  722,  147, 123  N.  W.  408,  134  A.  S.  B.  759; 
14  S.  E.  383,  26  A.  S.  B.  590;  State  State  v.  Thompson,  160  Mo.  333,  60 
V.  Wright,  53  Ore.  344,  100  Pac.  296,  S.  W.  1077,  83  A.  S.  B.  468,  54  LJl-A.  , 

21  L.B.A.{N.S.)  349.  See  supra,  par.  950;  Magneau  v.  Fremont,  30  Neb. 
27.  And  see  generally,  CONSTiTunoM-  843,  47  N.  W.  280,  27  A.  S.  R.  436, 
All  Law,  vol.  6,  p.  397  et  seq.  9  Ij.B.A.  786,  overruled  on  another 

1.  Patton  V.  Brady,  184  U.  S.  608,  point  by  Bosenbloom  t.  State,  64  Neb. 

22  S.  Ct  493,  46  U.  S.  (U  ed.)  713;  342,  89  N.  W.  1053,  57  UB.A.  922; 
Phoenix  Carpet  Co.  v.  State,  118  Ala.  Western  T7nion  Tel.  Co.  t.  Free- 
143,  22  So.  627,  72  A.  S.  B.  143;  mont,  43  Neb.  409,  61  N.  W.  724, 
Miller  T.  Birmingbam,  161  Ala.  406, 44  26  LB. A.  698;  Nebraska  Telephone 
So.  388,  125  A.  S.  B.  31;  Ft.  Smith  Co.  v.  Lineohi,  82  Neb.  69,  117  N. 
V.  Scruggs,  70  Ark.  549,  69  S.  W.  679,  W.  284,  28  LB.A.(N.S.)  221;  Nor- 
91  A.  S.  B.  100,  58  LR.A.  921;  Wa.  .  ris  v.  llncob,  93  Neb.  658, 142  N.  W. 
tera-Pierce  Oil  Co.  v.  Hot  Springs,  85  114,  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  1194;  State  v. 
Ark.  509,  109  S.  W.  293,  16  L.B.A.  Stevenson,  109  N.  C.  730,  14  S.  E. 
(N.S.)  1035;  Ex  parte  HaskelL  U2  385,  26  A.  S.  B.  505;  Bosenbaum  v. 
Cal.  412,  44  Pae.  725,  32  LJI.A.  527;  Newbem,  118  N.  C.  83,  24  S.  E.  1, 
Osborne  v.  State,  33  Fla.  162,  14  So.  32  LB.A.  123;  State  v.  Williams,  158 
588,  39  A.  S.  B.  99,  25  L.R.A.  120;  N.  C.  610,  73  8.  E.  1000,  40  L.B.A. 
Savannah  v.  Weed,  84  Oa.  683,  11  S.  (N.S.)  279;  State  v.  Gardner,  58  Ohio 
E.  235,  8  LR.A.  270;  Singer  Mfg.  St.  599,  51  N.  E.  136,  65  A.  S.  R.  783 
Co.  V.  Wright,  97  Oa.  114,  25  S.  E.  and  note.  41  LR.A.  689;  State  v. 
249,  35  LR.A.  497;  Banta  v.  Chicago,  Hanlon,  77  Ohio  St.  19,  82  N.  E.  662, 
172  III.  204,  50  N.  E.  233,  40  LR.A.  122  A.  S.  R.  472,  13  LB.A.(N.S,) 
611;  Douglas  v.  People,  225  111.  536,  539;  Sayre  Borough  v.  Phillips,  146 
.80  N.  E.  341,  116  A.  8.  B.  162,  8  Pa.  St.  482,  24  AU.  76,  33  A.  S.  R. 
LR.A.(N.S.)  1116;  Richmond  v.  Dud-  842, 16  L.R.A.  49;  Com.  v.  Clark,  195 
ley,  (Ind.)  26  N.  E.  184,  10  LB.A.  Pa.  St.  634,  46  Atl.  286,  86  A.  S.  R. 
187;  Iowa  Eclectic  Medical  College  694,  57  LR.A.  348;  Hoefiing  v.  San 
Ass'n  V.  Sehrader,  87  la.  659,  55  N.  Antonio,  85  Tex.  228,  20  S.  W.  85, 
W.  24,  20  LR.A.  355;  Ottumwa  v.  16  LR.A.  608 ;  Fahey  v.  State,  27  Tex. 
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It  follows  that  if  a  few,  or  any  number  of  peisons  less  than  all,  who 
follow  a  designated  trade,  occupation,  or  profession  be  exempt,  while 
the  others  are  taxed,  the  law  imposing  the  tax  would  not  be  general, 
but  special  or  local,  and  Uterefore  void.*  And  likewise,  where  there 
is  equality  between  the  members  of  each  class,  each  equality  satisfies 
the  fourteenth  amendment  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.' 
In  the  very  nature  of  things,  it  is  impossible  to  devise  a  tax  law  that 
shall  operfUe  with  perfect  equality  on  all ;  *  and  so  it  has  been  observed 
that  the  only  limitaficm  on  license  taxation  seems  to  be  that  it  must  not 
be  so  unreasonable  as  to  show  a  purpose  to  prohibit  a  business  which 
is  not  in  itself  injurious  to  pubUc  health  or  morals.'  It  has  been  held 
that  the  constitutional  equality  and  uniformity  of  occupation  taxes 
is  violated  by  an  ordinance  which  is  fair  on  its  face  imposing  a  tax 
on  those  who  sell  meat,  but  which  is  collected  only  from  those  who 
seM  in  their  own  shops  while  there  is  a  persistent  failure  to  collect  it 
from  those  who  rent  stalls  from  the  city  and  who  pay  only  the  rental 
value  thereof.*  The  fact  that  only  one  establishment  may  meet  the 
conditions  of  an  ordinance  forbidding  in  general  terms  the  operation, 
except  on  license  to  be  granted  by  the  common  council,  after  con- 
sideration- of  the  circumstances  of  each  case,  of  certain  classes  of 
business,  as,  for  example,  a  livery  stable,  within  the  thickly  populated 
portions  of  the  municipality,  does  not,  it  has  been  held,  render  such 
an  ordinance  invalid  as  discriminatory.' 

31.  Reason  or  Manifest  Necessity  for  Classification;  Rule  against 
Arbitrary  Discriminations. — The  underlying  principle  of  the  cases  on 
the  subject  is  that  classification,  with  a  view  of  legislating  for  each 
class  separately,  is  essentially  unconstitutional,  unless  a  necessity  there- 
for exists — a  necessity  springing  from  manifest  peculiarities,  clearly 

App.  146,  11  S.  W.  108,  11  A.  S.  R.  4.  Patton  v.  Brady,  184  U.  S.  608, 

182;  Ex  parte  Williams,  31  Tex.  Crim.  22  S.  Ct.  493,  46  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  713; 

262,  20  S.  W.  580,  21  L.R.A.  783;  People  v.  Coleman,  4  Cal.  46,  60  Am. 

State  V.  Harringion,  68  Vt.  622,  35  Dee.  581,  overruled  on  another  point 

Atl.  515,  34  L.B.A.  100;  Com.  v.  bv  People  v.  McCreery,  34  Cal.  432; 

Brown,  91  Va.  762,  21  S.  E.  357,  28  Eager  v.  Walker,  128  Ky.  1,  167 

L.R.A.  110;  State  v.  Sharpless,  31  8.  W.  245,  129  A.  S.  R.  238,  15 

Wash-  191,  71  Pao.  737,  96  A.  S.  R.  L.R.A.(N.S.)   195;  New  Orleans  v. 

893;  Sperry,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Melton,  69  Dobarry,  33  La.  Ann.  481,  39  Am. 

W.  Va.  124,  71  S.  E.  19,  34  L.R.A.  Rep.  273;  Ex  parte  Robinson,  12  Nev. 

(N.S.)  433.  263,  28  Am.  Rep.  794. 

Notes:  129  A.  S.  R.  250  et  seq.;  30  5.  Birmingham  v.  Goldstein,  151  Ala. 

L.R.A.  418  et  seq.;  2  Ann.  Gas.  326  ;  473,  44  So.  113,  125  A.  S.  R.  33,  12 

15  Ann.  Caa.  987.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  568.   See  infra,  par.  58, 

See  also  CoNSTiTTmoNAL  Law,  toI.  as  to  reasonableness  of  amount  of  li- 

6,  p.  399.  cense  tax. 

2.  Hager  v.  Walker,  128  Ky.  1,  107  6.  Hoefling  v.  San  Antonio,  85  Tex. 
S.  W.  254, 129  A.  S.  R.  238, 15  L.R.A.  228,  20  S.  W.  85,  16  L.R.A.  608. 
(N.S.)  195.  7.  Douglas  v.  Greenville,  92  S.  C. 

3.  Clark  V.  Titnsville,  184  U.  S.  329,  374,  75  8.  B.  687,  40  L.RA.(N.S.l 
22  8.  Ct  382,  46  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  569.  958. 
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distinguishing  tboee  of  one  class  from  each  of  the  other  classes,  and 
imperatively  demanding  legislation  for  each  class  separately  that  would 
be  oseleas  and  detrimental  to  others.^  Moreover,  such  dififer^ce 
must  have  some  reLntion  to  the  business,  and  not  be  a  mere  difference 
in  the  persons  placed  in  the  respective  classes  or  subclasses,  which 
is  entirely  foreign  td  the  business,  such  as  a  difference  in  citizenship^* 
or  a  difference  by  reason  of  previous  military  service.  And  so  if 
no  substantial  grounds  for  the  classifying  distinction  exists,  the  fact 
that  a  discriminatory  tax  applies  to  all  persons  of  a  given  class  does 
not  render  it  any  the  less  obnoxious  as  an  unjust  discrimination 
against  a  class  of  citizens.^*  Under  this  principle  it  has  been  held 
that  where  a  statute  affords  no  proper  and  appr<^riBte  clasrafication 
which  will  support  the  application  of'  a  distinctive  system  of  legis- 
lation ^plicable  to  each  class,  the  act  is  simply  epecial  legislation, 
and  within  the  interdicting  provision  of  the  constitution  against  such 
laws.^*  In  establishing  classes  it  is  required  that  the  classification 
be  reasonable  and  not  arbitrary ;  ^*  and  tiiat  it  should  not  arbitrarily 
discriminate  between  persons  or  classes;  or  against  a  mode  of  doing 
a  fair  and  lawful  business;  or  against  different  sections  of  a  state; 
w,  in  cases  under  the  rules  appertaining  to  interstate  commerce, 
against  tiie  goods  or  products  of  another  state.^'  On  the  other  hand 
where  the  classification  is  a  natural  one,  or  a  reasonable  ground  for 
the  distinction  exists,  the  law  or  ordinance  will  be  upheld.^*  The  rule 

8.  Waterft-Pierce  Oil  Co.  t.  Hot  12.  Alezaoder  t.  Elizabeth,  S6  N. 
Springs,  85  Ark.  509,  109  S.  W.  293,  J.  L.  71,  28  Atl.  51,  23  LJI.A.  526. 
16  LJl.A.(N.S.)  1035;  Reichwald  v.  13.  Leonard  v.  Reed,  46  Colo.  307, 
People,  183  lU.  226,  55  N.  E.  663,  75  104  Pac.  410, 133  A.  S.  R.  77;  Lasher 
A.  S.  R.  103,  47  L.R.A.  802;  State  v.  People,  183  111.  226,  55  N.  E.  66S^ 
T.  Wagener,  69  Minn.  206,  72  N.  W.  75  A.  S.  R.  103;  State  v.  Wegener, 
67,  65  A.  S.  R.  565,  38  L.R.A.  677;  69  Minn.  206,  72  N.  W.  67,  66  A.  S. 
Rosenbloom  v.  State,  64  Neb.  342,  89  R.  565,  38  L.R.A.  677;  State  v.  Ten- 
N.  W.  1053,  57  L.R.A.  922;  Alexander  ant,  110  N.  C.  609,  14  S.  E.  387,  28 
V.  Elizabeth,  56  N.  J.  L.  71,  28  AU.  A.  S.  R.  715,  15  L.B.A.  423. 

51,  23  L.R.A.  525;  State  v.  Wright,  Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  987. 

63  Ore.  344,  100  Pac.  296,  21  L.R.A.  14.  See  infra,  par.  34,  as  to  invatid 

(N.S.)  349;  Com.  v.  Clark,  195  Pa.  discriminations  generally;  and  see  in- 

St.  634,  46  Atl.  286,  86  A.  S.  R.  684,  fra,  par.  36,  as  to  permissible  diserim- 

57  L.R.A.  348;  McKnight  v.  Hodge,  inations. 

55  Wash.  289,  104  Pac  504,  40  L.R.A.  16.  Seattle  v.  Deneker,  58  Wad.  501, 

(N.S.)  1207.  108  Pac.  1086,  137  A.  S.  B.  1076,  28 

9.  SimraU  t.  Covington,  90  Ky.  444,  L.R.A.(N.S.)  446. 

14  S.  W.  369,  29  A.  S.  R.  398,  9  16.  State  v.  Parr,  109  Minn.  147, 

L.R.A.  556;  Bacon  v.  Locke,  42  Wash.  123  N.  W.  408,  134  A.  S.  R.  759. 

215,  83  Pac.  721,  7  Ann.  Caa.  589 ;  17.  See  supra,  par.  18  et  seq. 

McKnight  v.  Hodge,  55  Wash.  289,  18.  Lasher  v.  People,  183  Bl.  226, 

104  Pac.  504,  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1207.  55  N.  E.  663,  75  A.  S.  B.  103,  47 

10.  See  also  infra,  par.  43.  L.R.A.  802;  State  Radng  Commis- 

11.  Water-Pierce  Oil  Co.  v.  Hot  sion  v.  Latonia  AgricuUnral  Afls'n,  138 
Springs,  85  Ark.  509,  109  S.  W.  293,  Kv.  173,  123  8.  W.  681,  25  L.B.A. 
16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1035.  (N.S.)  906. 
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forbidding  arbitrary  and  onjust  discriminations  between  daases  applies 
whether  a  statute  be  publio  or  private,  general  or  q>eci8l,  in  form,  if 
it  attempts  to  create  distinctions  and  classifications  betweon  the  citizens 
of  the  state. ^*  Neither  the  state  nor  a  municipality  can  legally  confer 
or  exercise  arbitrary  power  in  classifying  for  the  purpose  of  either 
regulating  or  licensing  or  taxing.  Whether  the  power  of  classifying 
be  exercised  by  the  state  directly  or  by  a  city  council  authorized  to 
require  the  payment  of  such  a  tax  as  a  condition  to  the  issuance  of 
a  license,  it  is  at  least  the  exercise  of  legislative  discretion,  and  is  sub- 
ject, in  either  case,  to  the  guaran^  of  the  fourteenth  amendment  of 
the  federal  constitution.**  However,  if  the  right  to  classify  exists,  even 
an  arbitrary  classification  would  not,  for  that  reason  alone,  be  uncon- 
stitutional.' 

32.  Grounds  of  Classificatloa  of  Occapations. — Occupations  are 
classified  on  an  almost  unlimited  variety  of  grounds.  Usually,  how- 
ever, the  lines  of  demarcation  between  classes  of  business  are  deter- 
mined from  considerations  as  to  the  amount  or  value  of  t^e  property 
employed;  *  the  character  of  goods  or  products  dealt  in  or  sold; '  the 
number  of  persons  employed  in  the  business;  *  the  amount  of  pur- 
chases; *  or  the  estimated  cost,  as  in  the  case  of  the  lioensing  of  build- 
ing constructions.*  Constitutional  classifications  may  also  be  made 
on  the  basis  of  the  capital  stock  employed  in  trade; '  or  the  authorized 
capital  of  a  corporation ;  *  or  according  to  the  amount  of  its  yearly 
outstanding  capital  stock ;  *  qr  according  to  gross  earnings  or  receipts.'* 


19.  Stratton  v.  Monia,  89  Tenn.  407,  Byles,  93  Ark.  612,  126  S.  W.  94,  37 
16  S.  W.  87, 12  I*R.A.  70.  LJl.A.(N.S.)  774;  Rodge  v.  Kelly,  88 

20.  Bradley  v.  Ridnnond,  227  U.  S.  Miss.  209,  40  So.  552,  117  A.  S.  R. 
477,  33  S.  Ct,  318,  57  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  733,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  635  and  note. 
603.  4.  SUte  V.  French,  17  Mont.  64,  41 

1.  Singer  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Wright,  97  Pac.  1078,  30  L.R.A.  415.  But  see 
Ga.  114,  25  S.  E.  249,  35  L.R.A.  497.  contra,  State  t.  Ashbrook,  164  Mo. 

2.  Birmingham  v.  Goldstem,  151  Ala.  376,  65  S.  W.  627,  77  A.  S.  R.  765, 
473,  44  So.  113,  125  A.  S.  R.  33,  12  48  L.R.A.  265,  under  a  Btatate  ambig- 
Li.R.A.(N.S.}  568;  Newton  v.  Atchi-  uoos  and  uncertain  in  its  meaning, 
son,  31  Kan.  151,  1  Pac  288,  47  Am.  5.  Com.  v.  Hazel,  155  Ky.  30,  159 
Rep.  486;  LouisviUe  v.  ScimeU,  131  8.  W.  673,  47  L.R.A(N.S.)  1078. 
Ky.  104,  114  S.  W.  742,  40  L.R.A.  6.  St.  Paul  v.  Dow,  37  Minn.  20, 
(N.S.)  637  and  note;  SpringBeld  v.  32  N.  W.  860,  5  A.  S.  R.  811. 
Smith,  138  Mo.  645,  40  S.  W.  757,  7.  Salt  Lake  City  v.  Christensen,  34 
60  A.  S.  R.  569,  37  L.R.A.  446;  State  Utah  38,  95  Pac.  523,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
V.  McKinney,  29  Mont.  375,  74  Pac.  898. 

1095,  1  Ann.  Gas.  579.  8.  Pembina  Consol.  Silver  Min.,  etc.. 

Notes:  129  A.  S.  R.  256,  289  at  Co.  v.  Pennsylv&nU,  126  U.  S.  181,  8 

seq.;  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  898.  S.  Ct.  737,  31  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  650. 

3.  Armour  Packing  Co.  v.  lAcy,  200  9.  New  Jeiwy  v.  Aitderson,  203  U. 
U.  S.  226,  26  S.  Ct.  232,  50  U.  S.  S.  483,  27  S.  Ct  137,  51  U.  S.  (L. 
(U  ed.)  451;  Hammond  Packing  Co.  ed.)  284. 

V.  Montana,  233  U.  8.  331,  34  S.  Ct.  10.  Clark  v.  Titusville,  184  U.  8. 

696,  58  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  986;  Ex  parte  329,  22  S.  Ct  382,  46  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
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In  imposiiig  license  taxes  on  certain  lin^  of  business,  a  municipality 
may  graduate  the  tax  according  to  the  season  of  the  year  when  tlte 
vendor  begins  business.'*  Where,  for  purposes  of  license,  a  proper 
classification  is  made  on  the  basis  of  the  property  or  capital  employed, 
the  fee  so  determined  is  not  a  property  tax;  *•  nor  can  it  be  said  that 
a  tax  in  excess  of  the  cost  of  police  supervision  and  not  graduated 
according  to  the  value  of  such  property  brings  it  into  conflict  with  a 
constitutional  provision  that  the  legislature  shall  provide  revenue  by 
levying  a  tax  by  valuation."  The  question  of  classification  of  objects 
on  which  a  license  fee  is  imposed  is  purely  l^slative,  and,  in  absence 
of  abuse,  will  not  be  interfered  with  by  the  court'* 

33.  Grounds  of  Classification  of  Persons  Engaging  in  Business  or 
Vocation. — ^Th^  is  noliiing  unequal  in  classifying  differently  mer- 
chants who  pay  an  annual  tax  on  their  stocks  of  goods  under  the 
revenue  laws  of  the  city  and  those  who  pay  no  such  tax.'*  And  in 
imposing  license  taxes  on  persons  engaged  in  mercbandi^ng,  a  munici- 
pality may  place  in  one  class  those  who  pay  taxes  on  regular  assess- 
ments, and  in  another  class  those  who,  although  in  the  same  business, 
so  manage  as  to  beginning  and  continuing  it  as  to  be  out  of  business 
at  the  time  assessments  are  made.'*  It  is  also  permissible,  for  license 
purposes,  to  classify  wholesalers  and  retailers  separately,  provided,  of 
course,  that  ihe  tax  is  uniform  on  each  member  of  each  division  or 

.)69;  District  of  Colambia  v.  Lee,  35  municipality  will  not  be  permitted  to 

App.  Gas.  (D.  C.)  341,  21  Ann.  Gas.  enforce  a  Ueenae  which  i£  paid  by  the 

973 ;  Newton  v.  Atchison,  31  Kan.  151,  day  exceeds  the  daily  gross  profits  of 

1  Pac.  283,  47  Am.  Rep.  486;  Ameri-  the  business,  or  if  by  the  year  nearly 

can  Union  Exp.  Co.  v.  St.  Joseph,  66  equals  the  gross  precis  that  could  be 

Mo.  657,  27  Am.  Rep.  382 ;  Magneau  made  in  the  portion  of  the  year  during 

V.  Fremont,  30  Neb.  843,  47  N.  W.  whidi  the  business  eonld  be  carried 

280,  27  A.  S.  R.  436,  9  L.R.A.  786,  on). 

overruled  on  another  point  by  Rosen-  11.  Louisville  v.  Sagalowski,  136  Ky. 

bloom  V.  State,  64  Neb.  342,  89  N.  W.  324,  125  S,  W.  339,  136  A.  S.  R.  258. 

1053,  57  L.R.A.  922;  Wayne  Mer-  12.  Louisville  v.  SchneU,  131  Ky. 

cantile  Co.  v.  Mt.  OUve,  161  N.  G.  104,  U4  .S.  W.  742,  40  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

121,  76  S.  E.  690,  49  L.R.A.(N.S.)  637 ;  Salt  Lake  City  v.  Ghristensen  Co., 

954;  Com.  v.  Clark,  195  Pa.  St  634,  34  Utah  38,  95  Pac.  523,  17  L.R.A. 

46  Atl.  286,  86  A.  8.  B.  694  and  note,  (N.S.)  898. 

57  L.R.A.  348;  Enisely  v.  Cotterel,  196  13.  In  re  Kessler,  26  Idaho  764, 146 

Pa.  St.  614,  46  Atl.  861,  50  L.B.A.  86.  Pac.  113,  L.E.A.1915D  322  and  note. 

Note:  129  A.  S.  R.  289.  14.  State  t.  McKinney,  29  Mont. 

But  see  contra,  Nebraska  Telephone  375,  74  Pac.  1095,  1  Ann.  Caa.  579. 

Co.  V.  Lincohi,  82  Neb.  69,  117  N.  W.  15.  Knoxville,  etc.,  B.  Co.  v.  Harris, 

284,  28  L.R.A.(NS)  221  (holding  that  99  Tenn.  684,  43  S.  W.  115,  53  L.R.A. 

the  exaction  of  a  percentage  of  the  921 ;  State  v.  Willingbam,  9  Wyo.  290, 

gross  earnings  in  the  granting  of  a  62  Pac.  797,  87  A.  8.  R.  948,  52 

franchise  is  an  exercise  of  the  taxing  L.R.A.  198. 

power).   And  see  Iowa  City  v.  Glass-  16.  Louisville   v.    Sagalowski,  136 

man,  155  la.  671,  136  N.  W.  899,  40  Ky.  324,  124  S.  W.  339,  136  A.  S.  R. 

L.R.A.(N.S.]  852  (to  the  effect  that  a  258. 
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subclass.^'  likewise  there  is  no  uQconstitutional  discrimination  in 
distinguishing  between  private  bankers  on  a  basis  as  to  whether  their 
business  is  or  is  not  such  as  to  require  the  giving  of  a  statutory  bond ; 
or  between  those  who  sell  merchandise  at  auction  and  those  who  sell 
household  furniture  at  the  house  where  it  has  been  in  use;^'  or 
between  persons  who  go  from  house  to  house,  and  place  to  place, 
vending  their  own  products,  and  those  who  sell  in  the  same  way  the 
productions  of  others.**  And  it  has  been  held  that  the  provision  in 
an  ordinance  requiring  a  license  tax  from  all  dealers  or  vendors  of 
merchandise  that  no  manufacturer  who  is  a  citizen  of  the  municipality 
shall  be  considered  a  dealer  or  vendor  unless  he  sells  goods  not  of  his 
own  manufacture  is  a  proper  classification  and  a  valid  exercise  of 
legislative  power.^ 

34.  Classificatioiis  iHvalid  for  Discrimination. — ^It  is  a  basic  rule 
of  law  relating  to  licenses  that  a  state  or  municipality  should  not  arbi- 
trarily discriminate  against  persons  or  classes  of  persons.'  A  statute 
or  ordinance  which,  in  imposing  license  taxes,  discriminates  in  favor 
of  residents  of  the  city  or  state  as  against  nonresidents  in  the  same 
class  is  unconstitutional.  Such  classifications  are  arbitrary,  unreason- 
able, tend  to  restrain  tirade  and  to  create  monopoly ;  and,  in  so  far  as 
they  apply  to  residents  of  other  states,  deny  the  equal  protection  of  the 
laws,  and  violate  the  rule  that  the  citizws  of  each  state  are  entitied 
to  all  the  immunities  of  the  citizens  of  the  several  states.*.  In  addition, 

17.  Com,  V.  Clark,  195  Pa.  St  634,  v.  Parr,  109  Minn.  147, 123  N.  W.  408, 
46  Atl.  2S6,  86  A.  S.  R.  694  and  note,  134  A.  8.  R.  759;  Yieksburg  v.  Mnl- 
57  L.R.A.  348.  lane,  106  Miss.  199,  63  So.  412,  50 

18.  Engle  v.  O'MaUey,  219  U.  S.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  421  and  note;  State  v. 
128,  31  S.  Ct  190,  56  U.  S.  (U  ed.)  Wright,  53  Ore.  344,  100  Pac  296, 
128.  21  L.R.A.(N.S.)  349  and  note;  Sayre 

19.  Stall  V.  De  Mattoa,  23  Wash.  71,  Borough  v.  Phillips,  148  Pa.  St.  482, 
62  Pac.  451,  51  L.R.A.  892.  24  Atl.  76,  33  A.  S.  R.  842, 16  L.R.A 

20.  Rosenbloom  v.  State,  64  Neb.  49;  Pullman  Palace-Car  Go.  t.  State, 
342,  89  N.  W.  1053,  57  LJtJL  922.  64  Tex.  274,  53  Am.  Rep.  768;  Owens 

1.  Com.  V.  Clark,  195  Pa.  St.  634,  v.  State,  63  Tex.  Ciim.  105, 112  S.  W. 
46  AU.  286,  86  A  S.  B.  694, 57  UB.A  1075,  126  A  S.  R.  772  and  note; 
348.  Seattle  v.  Deneker,  68  Wash.  501,  108 

2.  Georgia  Packing  Go.  v.  Macon.  Pac.  1086,  137  A.  S.  R.  1076,  28 
60  Fed.  774,  22  L.R.A  775;  Leonard  L.B.A.(N.S.)  446.  See  infi^  par.  36, 
V.  Reed,  46  Colo.  307,  104  Pac.  410,  as  to  permissible  discriminations,  and 
133  A.  S.  R.  77;  Henry  v.  Campbell,  infra,  par.  37,  as  to  fore^  corpora- 
133  Oa.  882,  67  S.  E.  390,  18  Ann.  tions  as  an  exception  to  the  rule. 
Gas.  178  and  note,  27  Ii.R.A.(N.S.)  3.  Leonard  v.  Reed,  46  Colo.  307, 
283;  Com.  v.  Hana,  196  Mass.  262,  104  Pae.  410, 133  A.  S.  B.  77 ;  CarroU- 
81  N.  £.  149,  122  A.  S.  R.  251,  11  ton  v.  Bazzette,  159  III.  284,  42  N.  E. 
Ann.  Cas.  514,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  799  ;  837,  31  L.R.A.  522;  SimraU  v.  Coving- 
State  v.  Wagener,  69  Minn.  206,  72  ton,  90  Ky.  444,  14  S.  W.  369,  29  A. 
N.  W.  67,  65  A.  S.  R.  565  and  note,  S.  R.  398,  9  L.RA.  556;  Brooks  t. 
38  L.R.A.  677;  State  v.  Wagener,  77  Mangan,  86  Mich.  576,  49  N.  W.  633, 
Minn.  483.  80  N.  W.  633,  778,  1134,  24  A.  S.  R.  137;  State  v.  Wiggins,  64 
77  A.  S.  R.  681,  46  L.R.A.  442;  State  N.  H.  608,  15  AU.  128,  1  L.R.A.  56  > 
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as  shown  in  a  preceding  portion  of  this  article,  classiBcatdons  of  such 
character  are  generally  obnoxious  as  an  interference  with  interstate 
commerce.*  However,  nonresidents  may  be  lawfully  required  to  pay 
a  license  tax  where  no  discrimination  is  made  against  them  on  account 
of  nonresidence.'  And  it  is  a  rule  ihaX  a  statute  conferring  on  a  city 
a  power  to  license,  tax,  and  isolate  Uvmsient  mer^ants  cannot  be 
regarded  as  discriminating  in  favor  of  residents/  unless  it  contravenes 
the  rule  by  exempting  citizens  of  the  particular  commonwealth  from 
its  operation.'  An  exception  to  the  general  rule  that  enactments 
discriminating  against  nonre^dents  are  invalid  exists  where  the  stat- 
ute or  ordinance  in  question  is  a  police  r^^ulation,  and  the  classificar 
tion  dividing  re^dents  from  nonresidents  bears  a  reasonable  relation 
to  the  purpose  to  be  subserved.  To  this  exception  may  be  assigned 
decisions  which  uphold  the  constitutionality  of  liquor  licenses,^  and, 
in  obtain  jurisdictions,  to  licenses  to  practice  medicine.*  In  re- 
spect to  licenses  favoring  nonr^idents  it  has  been  held  that  the 
legislature  may  authorize  the  imposition  by  a  municipal  corporation 
on  its  residents  of  a  tax  for  keeping  and  using  a  vehicle  on  its  streets, 
because,  as  a  class,  residents  use  such  streets  more  than  nonresidents.'* 
A  state  statute  which  forbids  peddling  except  under  a  license,  and 
which  provides  that  citizens  may  be  thus  licensed,  and  that  aliens 
shall  not  be,  is  a  denial  of  the  "equal  protection  of  the  laws"  as  to  the 
latter  and  an  unconstitutional  discrimination  against  them  not  sus- 
tainable as  a  proper  exercise  of  the  police  power  of  the  state."  Dis- 
crimination on  account  of  sex  is  seldom  made  under  our  laws.  In 
respect  to  distinctions  of  this  character,  the  rule  is  that  whatever  may 
be  done  under  the  legislative  power,  in  any  and  every  shape  or  form, 
shall  never,  by  direct  or  indirect  action,  incapacitate  any  person  on 
account  of  sex  from  entering  upon  or  pursuing  any  lawful  business. 


Mnhlenbrinck  v.  Long  Braneh,  42  N.  L.B.A.  734;  Speer  v.  Com.,  23  Grat 

J.  L.  364,  36  Am.  Rep.  518;  State  v.  (Va.)  935,  14  Am.  Rep.  164. 

WiUiams,  158  N.  C.  610,  73  S.  E.  1000,     Note:  40  LJl.A.(N.S.)  286. 

40  L.RA.(N.S.)  279  and  note;  Reser     7.  Note:  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  289. 

V,  Umatilla  Coonty,  4S  Ore.  326,  86     8.  See  Ihtoxicatdtq  LkJuors,  vol. 

Pac  595,  120  A.  S.  R.  815;  Sayre  15,  p.  301. 

Borough  T.  PhiUips,  148  Pa.  St.  482,     9.  Note:  40  L.R.A(N.S.)  284. 

24  Atl.  76,  33  A.  S.  R.  842, 16  L.R.A.     10.  Fort  Smith  v.  Sernggs,  70  Ark. 

49;  Ex  parte  Hawley,  22  S.  D.  23, 116  549,  69  S.  W.  679,  91  A  S.  R.  100, 

N.  W.  93,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  138.  58  L.R.A.  921. 

Note:  129  A.  S.  R.  257.  Note:  42  L.RA.(N.S.)  606. 

4.  See  Bopra,  par.  18  et  seq.  11.  State  Vi  Montgomery,  94  Me. 

6.  Tomlinson  v.  Indianapolis,  144  192,  47  Atl.  166,  80  A.  S.  R.  386  and 
Ind.  142,  43  N.  E.  9,  36  L.R.A  413;  note;  Com.  v.  Hana,  195  Mass.  262, 
Pocomoke  Ouano  Co.  v.  New  Bern,  158  81  N.  E.  149,  122  A.  S.  R.  251  and 
N.  C.  354,  74  S.  E.  2,  39  L.B.A.(N.S.)  note.  11  Ann.  Gas.  514,  U  L.RA. 
803  and  note.  (N.S.)  799.  See  generally  as  to  aliens 

6.  Ottomwa  v.  Zekind,  95  la.  622,  infra,  par.  41. 
64  N.  W.  646,  68  A  S.  R.  447,  29 
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vocation,  or  profession.^*  As  to  who  may  complain  of  a  license  on  the 
ground  of  discriminating  against  a  ncmresident,  it  is  clear,  under  the 
principle  as  to  parties  aggrieved,  that  one  not  ^own  to  be  a  nonresi- 
dent cannot  raise  the  question  whether  or  not  a  municipal  ordinance 
discriminates  against  citizens  of  other  states.^' 

35.  Communities  as  Classes. — In  the  absence  of  a  rational  difference 
of  situation  or  condition  found  in  municipalities  placed  in  different 
classes,  the  population  of  such  municipalities  or  the  class  to  which 
they  belong  is  not  a  proper  basis  on  which  to  classify  occupations  for 
the  purpose  of  license  taxation.**  As  implied  from  the  above,  if  the 
tax  imposed  by  the  counties,  cities,  and  towns  is  equal  within  their 
limits,  though  in  other  counties,  cities,  or  towns  the  tax  may  not  be 
the  same,  the  imposition  of  such  tax  is  not  obnoxious  to  the  constitu- 
tion.*' Accordingly,  it  has  been  held  that  a  statute  to  regulate  the 
practice  of  barbering  is  not  local,  class,  or  special  legislation  simply 
because  it  divides  the  communities  of  the  state  into  classes  for  each 
of  which  different  regulations  are  provided,  when  the  statute  operates 
equally  on  all  barbers  coming  within  such  respective  classifications.*' 
A  statute  imposing  a  license  tax  on  bicycles  in  certain  counties  of  the 
state  only,  such  tax  to  be  used  for  the  construction  of  bicycle  paths, 
contravenes  a  constitutional  provision  against  special  or  local  laws.*' 
Likewise,  a  tax  on  the  sale  of  nonintoxicating  malt  liquors  which 
applies  only  to  prohibition  territory  cannot  be  sustained  under  a 
constitutional  provision  that  occupation  taxes  shall  be  equal  and 
uniform  within  the  limits  of  the  authority  levying  them.** 

36.  Permissible  Discrimination. — Certain  discriminations  and  dis- 
tinctions are  incident  at  times,  if  not  essentially  necessary,  to  proper 
enactments  and  regulations  under  the  license  system,  and  as  illustra- 
tive of  these  may  be  noted  ordinances  distinguishing  betweoi  dances  in 
public  dance  halls  and  other  dances;  *•  or  those  classifying  laundries 
according  to  the  number  employed  therein ;  or  where,  otherwise,  and 
on  various  lawful  grounds  discriminations  and  classifications  are  mqde 

18.  In  re  Magnire,  57  Cal.  604,  40  146,  11  S.  W.  108,  11  A.  B.  R.  182. 


13.  Selimidt  v.  IndianapoliB,  168  71  Pac.  737,  96  A.  S.  R.  893. 
Ind.  631,  80  N.  E.  632,  120  A.  S.  R.  17.  Blia  v.  Frazier,  38  Ore.  462,  63 
385,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  787.    See  also  Pae.  642,  63  URA.  454. 
CoNSTrroTiONAL  Law,  vol.  6,  pp.  90-  18.  Com.  v.  Hana,  195  Mass.  263, 
91.  81  N.  E.  149,  122  A.  S.  R.  251,  11 

14.  Bessette  v.  People,  193  HI.  334,  Ann.  Gas.  514,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  799. 
62  N.  B.  215,  66  L.R.A.  558;  State  19.  Meblos  v.  Milwaukee,  156  Wis.  , 
V.  Aphbrook,  154  Mo.  375,  55  S.  W.  591,  146  N.  W.  882,  Ann.  Cas.  1915C 
627,  77  A.  S.  R.  765,  48  L.R.A.  265;  1102,  51  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1009. 
State  v.  Moore,  113      G.  697,  18  S.  20.  QnoDg  Wine  t.  EirkendaU,  223 


16.  Fahey  v.  State,  27  Tex.  App.  54,  41  Pae.  1078,  30  L.R.A  415. 


Am.  Rep.  125. 


E.  342,  22  UR.A.  472. 
Nole:  129  A.  S.  R.  255. 
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as  between  different  occupations  and  persons  engaged  therein.  Dis- 
criminations oif  this  character  are  not  in  vioUuion  of  the  federal 
constitution  as  an  abridgement  of  the  privileges  and  immunities  of 
CLiAzem.^  In  general,  when  the  discrimination  is  between  different 
classes,  and  consists  of  nothing  more  than  a  reasonable  graduation  of 
the  license,  the  validi^  of  the  imposition  is  not  affected.  Provisions 
against  discrimination  sometimes  act  as  a  limitation,  preventing  the 
impodtion  of  a  Ucense  fee  on  one  class  of  subjects  relatively  larger 
than  that  imposed  on  another  clas;  and  not  infrequentiy  such  limita- 
tions are  fixed  by  constitutional  provisions.*  A  state  may  make  dis- 
criminations, if  founded  on  distinctions  that  cannot  be  pronounced 
unreasonable  and  purely  arbitrary.*  And  pursuant  to  this  general 
authority  it  may  adjust  its  revenue  laws  and  taxing  system  in  such  a 
way  as  to  favor  certain  industries  or  forms  of  industry,*  as,  for  example, 
for  the  encouragement  of  its  agriculture,^  steam  laundries,  and  the 
hke.*  Following  the  same  principle  a  state  may  impose  a  license  tax 
on  manufacturers  engaged  in  a  local  business  of  sugar  refining,  while 
exempting  from  the  tax  Uiose  who  refine  the  products  of  their  own 
plantations; '  or  the  state  may  restrict,  or  even  forbid,  the  manufac- 
ture and  sale  of  a  product  subject  to  regulation  or  police  control,  in 
such  a  way  that  its  manufacture  may  not  hamper  the  sale  of  other 
and  staple  products.' 

37.  Foreign  Corporations  as  Separate  Class. — The  state  has  a  right 
to  classify  foreign  corporations  doing  business  within  it  in  a  separate 
class  and  to  tax  them  more  and  on  a  different  basis  from  domestic 
corporations,*  provided,  of  course,  the  state  is  not  prohibited  from 

1.  Williams  v.  Fears,  179  U.  S.  270,  45  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  102;  American  Steel, 
21  S.  Ct.  128,  45  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  186;  etc.,  Co.  v.  Speed,  192  U.  S.  500,  24 
W.  W.  Cargill  Co.  v.  MinnesoU,  180  S.  Ct.  365,  48  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  538; 
U.  S.  452,  21  S.  Ct.  423,  45  U.  S.  Quong  Wing  v.  KirkendaU,  223  U.  S. 
{L.  ed.)  619  (on  a  classification  of  ele-  59,  32  S.  Ct  192,  66  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
vators  and  warehonses) ;  Cook  v.  Mar-  350. 

shall  County,  196  U.  S.  261,  25  S.  Ct.  5.  American  Sugar  Refining  Co.  v. 

233,  49  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  471  (as  between  Louisiana,  179  U.  S.  89,  21  S.  Ct.  43, 

a  retail  tobacco  dealer  and  jobbers  and  45  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  102. 

wholesalers) ;  Armour  Packing  Co.  v.  6.  Quong  Wing  v.  KirkendaU,  223 

Lacy,  200  U.  S.  226,  26  S.  Ct.  232,  50  U.  S.  59,  32  S.  Ct  192,  56  U.  S. 

U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  451  (as  between  foreign  (L.  ed.)  350. 

and  domestic  meat  paddng  businesses) ;  7.  American  Sagar  Refining  Co.  t. 

Southwestern  Oil  Co.  v.  Texas,  217  Louisiana,  179  U.  S.  89,  21  S.  Ct  43, 

U.  S.  114,  30  S.  Ct.  496,  54  U.  S.  (L.  45  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  102. 

ed.)  688  (as  between  wholesale  dealers  8.  Powell  v.  Pennsylvania,  127  U. 

in  different  commodities).  S.  678,  8  S.  Ct.  992,  1257,  32  U.  S. 

2.  Note:  30  L.R.A.  416-426.  (L.  ed.)  253;  Hammond  Packing  Co. 

3.  Quong  Wing  v,  Kirkendall,  223  U.  v.  Montana,  233  U.  S.  331,  34  S.  Ct 
S.  59,  32  S.  Ct  192,  56  U.  S.  (L.  596,  58  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  985. 

ed.)  3r)0.  9.  Doyle  v.  Continental  Ins.  Co.,  94 

4.  American  Sugar  Refining  Co.  v.  U.  S.  535,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  148; 
Louisiana,  179  C.  S.  S9,  21  S.  Ct.  43,  Slate  v.  HammoDd  Packing  Co.,  110 
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levying  a  like  tax  on  its  own  inhabitants."  Such  lawa  are  not  special 
or  local  within  constitutional  inhibitions,*^  nor  are  they  in  violation 
of  a  constitutional  provision  that  all  laws  of  a  general  nature  shall 
have  a  uniform  operation,  and  that  the  legislature  shall  not  grant 
to  any  citizen  or  class  of  citizens  privil^;eB  or  immunities  which,  on 
the  same  terms,  shall  not  equally  belong  to  all  citizens.'*  Accordingly, 
an  exception  to  the  general  rule  that  a  state  may  not  discriminate 
against  nonresidents  exists  in  the  case  of  foreign  corporations,  unless 
the  foreign  coiporation  has  acquired  some  contract  right  to  immunity 
from  discrimination,  or  the  powers  of  the  state  to  enact  discriminatory 
legislation  are  otherwise  limited  by  the  provisions  of  its  own  constitu- 
tion.It  is  a  well  understood  rule  that  a  foreign  corporation  can 
exercise  none  of  its  functions  or  privileges  in  any  other  state  of  the 
Union  than  that  of  its  origin  except  by  the  consent  of  such  other 
state ;  and  therefore  a  state  may  make  the  grant  of  the  right  or 
privilege  of  doing  business  within  its  limits  dependent  on  the  pay- 
ment of  a  license  tax.'*  Having,  otherwise,  no  absolute  right  of 
recognition  in  other  states,  such  states  may  exclude  the  foreign  corporar 
tion  entirely;  they  may  restrict  its  business  to  particular  localities; 
or  they  may  exact  such  security  for  the  performance  of  its  contracts 
with  their  citizens  as  in  their  judgment  will  best  promote  the  public 
interests.  The  whole  matter  rests  in  their  discretion;"  and  the 
motive  or  intention  of  the  state  in  so  doing  is  not  open  to  inquiry.'^ 
As  to  foreign  corporations  a  state  may  even  enact  retaliatory  license 
laws,  for  such  laws  may  sometimes  be  just,  and  may  often  be  neces- 
sary. Legislation  of  this  character  may  be  wise  or  unwise,  but  it  is 
not  necessarily  unconstitutional  because  it  openly  professes  and  declares 
itself  to  be  precisely  what  it  is,  and  fails  to  disguise  itself  in  the  form 

La.  180,  34  So.  368,  98  A.  S.  R.  459;  13.  Note:  40  L.R.A.{N.S.)  282. 

Attorney  General  v.  Electric  Storage  14.  Pembina    Consolidated  Silver 

Battery  Co.,  188  Mass.  239,  74  N.  E.  Mining,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Pennsylvania,  125 

467,  3  Ann.  Cas.  631.    See  also  Con-  U.  S.  181,  8  S.  Ct.  737,  31  U.  S. 

STiTtJ'noNAL  Law,  vol.  6,  p.  414;  For-  (L.  ed.)  650. 

EiGN  CoBPOBATiONS,  vol.  12,  p.  50  et  Note:  120  A.  S.  R.  288. 

seq.  See  generally,  Foreign  Cokpora- 

10.  San  Francisco  v.  Liverpool,  etc.,  tjons,  vol.  12,  p.  6  et  seq. 

Ins.  Co.,  74  Cal.  113,  15  Pac  380,  6  15.  See  FoimiGN  Gobpobatiohs,  v6L 

A.  S.  R.  425.  12,  p.  59. 

11.  Scottish  Union,  etc.,  Ins.  Co.  v.  16.  Doyle  v.  Continental  Ins.  Co.,  94 
Herriott,  109  la.  606,  80  N.  W.  665,  U.  S.  535,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  148; 
77  A.  S.  R-  548.  Pembina  Consolidated  Silver  ^Alining, 

12.  Scottish  Union,  etc.,  Ins.  Co.  v.  etc.,  Co.  v.  Pennsylvania,  12.')  U.  S. 
Herriott,  109  la.  606,  80  N.  W.  665,  181,  8  S.  Ct.  737,  3X  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
77  A.  S.  R.  548;  State  v.  Hammond  650. 

Packing  Co.,  110  La.  ISO,  34  So.  368,  Notes:  8  A  S.  R.  508;  129  A.  S. 

98  A.  S.  R.  459;  State  v.  Williogiiam,  R.  288. 

9  Wyo.  290,  62  Pac.  797,  87  A.  S.  B.  17.  Doyle  v.  Continental  Ins.  Co.,  94 

948,  52  L.R.A.  198.  U.  S.  535,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  148. 
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of  separate  acts  following  the  mutationa  of  tiie  formgn  law  without 

confessing  the  fact." 

38.  Subclassification  of  Businesses  or  Occupations. — ^Under  the 
rule  that  classification  of  occupations  or  forms  of  business  may  be 
made  wherever  the  difference  or  distinction  on  which  it  is  founded 
is  not  wholly  without  reason,  it  is  an  established  rule  that  those  who 
follow  a  commonly  designated  business  or  vocation  may,  where  a 
basis  for  reasonable  distinctions  exists,  be  reclassified  or  subdivided 
into  new  and  separate  classes.  In  this  connection  it  has  been  declared 
that  the  legislative  classification  may  be  founded  on  the  nature  of 
the  articles  sold,  as  well  as  on  the  manner  of  conducting  ^he  business.'® 
Accordingly,  it  has  been  held  that  discrimination  between  merchants 
having  fixed  places  of  business  in  the  municipality  and  also  persons 
"selling  to  the  trade"  on  the  one  hand,  and  retail  dealers  who  have 
no  regular  place  of  business  on  the  other  hand,  is  not  unlawful  for 
the  purpose  of  license  taxes.***  Other  examples  of  the  appUcatioUi  of 
the  rule  involve  the  subclassification  of  keepers  of  restaurants;  *  ped- 
dlers;* money  lenders;*  commission  merchants;*  farmers;'  rail- 
roads;* and  owners  of  vehicles.^  While  a  subclassification  may  be 
proper,  it  will  be  apparent  tiiat  the  taxing  power  cannot  unjustiy 
discriminate  between  the  subdivisions  so  made.* 

39.  Duties,  Imposts  and  Excises  under  Federal  Constitution. — The 
words  "duties,  imposts  and  excises"  are  often  used  comprehensively 
and  cover  customs  and  excise  duties  imposed  on  importation,  con- 
sumption, manufacture,  and  sale  of  certain  commodities,  privileges, 
particular  busdness  transactions,  vocations,  occupations,  and  the  hke, 
being,  when  so  used,  subject  to  construction  under  the  rules  tiiat 

18.  People  V.  Philadelphia  Fire  3.  Norris  t.  Lincoln,  93  Neb.  658, 
Ass'n,  92  N.  Y.  311,  44  Am.  Rep.  380,  142  N.  W.  U4,  Ann.  Gas.  1914B  1194 
affirmed  119  U.  S.  110,  7  S.  Ct.  108,  and  note. 

30  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  342.  Bat  see  authorities  eontta:  Ann. 

19.  In  re  WatBon,  17  S.  D.  486,  97  Caa.  1914B  1193  note. 

N.  W.  463,  2  Ann.  Cas.  321.  4.  Lasher  v.  People,  183  lU.  226. 

20.  Ex  parte  Haskell,  112  Cal.  412,  55  N.  E.  663,  75  A.  8.  E.  103  and 
44  Pac.  725,  32  L.R.A.  527.  note,  47  L.R.A.  802. 

1.  Ex  parte  Lemon,  143  Cal.  558,  77  5.'  In  re  Snyder,  10  Idaho  682,  79 
Pac.  455,  65  L.R.A.  946.  Pac.  819,  68  L.R.A,  708. 

2.  Miller  v.  Birmingham,  151  Ala.  6.  Knoxville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  vt  Harris, 
469,  44  So.  388,  125  A.  S.  R.  31;  State  99  Tenn.  684,  43  S.  W.  115,  63  L.R.A. 
V.  Webber,  214  Mo.  272,  113  S.  W.  921. 

1054,  15  Ann.   Cas.  983;   State  v.  7.  Des  Moines  t.  Bolton,  128  la.  108, 

Wright,  53  Ore.  344,  100  Pac.  296,  21  102  N.  W.  1045,  5  Ann.  Cas.  906  and 

L.R.A. (N.S.)  349;  In  re  Watson,  17  note;  In  re  Hoffert,  34  S.  D.  271,  148 

S.  D.  486,  97  N.  W.  463,  2  Ann.  Cas.  N.  W.  20,  52  L.R.A.(N.S.)  949  and 

321  and  note;  McKoight  v.  Hodge,  55  note. 

Wash.  289,  104  Pac.  504,  40  L.R.A.  8.  Fiscal  Court  v.  F.,  etc.,  Cox  Co., 

(N.S.)  1207  and  note.   And  see  gen-  132  Ky.  738, 117  S.  W.  296,  21  L.R.A. 

erally,  Peddlsks.  (N.S.)  83. 
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apply  to  license  taxes.*  Taxes  of  this  natare  under  the  form  of  excises 
or  imposts  have  heen  repeatedly  sustained  by  the  supreme  court  of 

the  United  States,  and  distinguished  from  direct  taxes  under  the 
constitution.  For  example,  they  have  been  upheld  when  imposed 
with  reference  to  the  use  of  carriages;  on  sales  at  exchanges  or 
boards  of  trade;  on  the  transmission  of  property  by  succession; 
on  agreements  to  sell  shares  of  stock  on  "calls;"  ^*  on  a  memoran- 
dum of  the  sale  of  sliares  of  stock ;  ^*  and  in  relation  to  tobacco  manu- 
factured for  consumption.'*  The  only  limitations  imposed  on  Con- 
gress are :  that  direct  taxes,  including  c^itation  tax,  shall  be 
portioned;  that  duties,  imposts  and  excises  shall  be  uniform;  and 
that  no  duties  shall  be  imposed  on  articles  exported  from  any  state. 
Wi&  these  exceptions,  the  exercise  of  the  power  is,  in  all  respects, 
unfettered.**  The  uniformity  required  by  the  constitution  providing 
that  "duties,  imposts  and  excises  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the 
United  States"  is  not,  however^  an  intrinsic  uniformity  relating  to 
the  inherent  character  of  the  tax  as  respects  its  operations  on  indi- 
viduals, but  is  merely  a  geographical  uniformity  requiring  the  same 
plan  and  the  same  method  to  be  operative  throughout  the  United 
States.''  The  granting  of  a  license  must  be  regarded  as  nothing  more 
than  a  mere  form  of  imposing  a  tax  and  implying  nothing  except 
that  the  licensee  shall  be  subject  to  no  penalties  under  national  law 
if  ho  pays  it.  Licenses,  being  designed  merely  to  secure  the  payment 
of  taxes  to  the  United  States,  do  not  interfere  with  other  legitimate 
regulations  of  business  nor  sanction  it  where  otherwise  prohibited.'^ 
Congress  has  the  power,  by  direct  legislation,  to  impose  Ucense  taxes 
on  the  residents  of  Alaska,  to  be  disbursed  solely  for  the  needs  of  the 
territory' ;  and  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress,  in  this  respect 
do^  not  depend  entirely  on  the  mode  of  its  exercise.'* 


9.  Thomas  t.  United  States,  192  U. 
S.  363, 24  S.  Ct  303, 48  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
481.  And  see  tbe  following  authori- 
ties cited  in  this  para^ph  illastrat- 
ing  applications  o£  the  rule.  For  tbe 
general  rule,  see  supra,  par.  11. 

10.  Hylton  v.  United  States,  3  Dall. 
171,  1  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  556. 

11.  Nicol  V.  Ames,  173  U.  S.  509, 
19  S.  Ct.  522,  43  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  786. 

12.  Knowlton  v.  Moore,  178  U.  S. 
41,  20  S.  Ct  747,  44  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
969;  Snyder  v.  Bettman,  190  U.  S.  249, 
23  S.  Ct.  803,  47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1035. 

13.  Treat  v.  White,  181  U.  S.  264, 
21  8.  Ct.  611,  45  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  853. 

14.  Thomas  T.  United  States,  192 


U,  S.  363,  24  S.  Ct  305,  48  U.  S. 
(L.  ed.)  481. 

16.  Patton  V.  Brady,  184  U.  S.  608, 
22  S.  Ct  493,  46  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  713. 

16.  Hylton  v.  United  States,  3  Dall. 
171, 1  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  556;  Pacific  Ins. 
Co.  V.  Soale,  7  Wall  433,  19  U.  S. 
(L.  ed.)  95. 

17.  Knowlton  t.  Moore,  178  U.  S. 
41,  20  S.  Ct  747,  44  U.  8.  (L.  ed.) 
969;  Patton  v.  Brady,  184  U.  S.  608, 
22  S.  Ct.  493,  46  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  713. 

IB.  United  States  v.  Forty-Three 
Gallons  of  Whiskey,  108  U.  S.  491, 
2  S.  Ct  906,  27  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  803. 

19.  Binns  v.  United  States,  194  U. 
S.  486,  24  S.  Ct  816,  48  U.  S.  (L. 
ed.)  1087. 
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VII.  Exemptions  and  Exceptions 


40.  Grant  of  Ezlusive  Privileges  Generally. — ^Under  the  well 
known  rule  of  both  American  and  English  law  that  all  mere  monopo- 
lies are  odious  and  against  common  right,*"  an  ordinance  creating 
a  monopoly,  or  vesting  in  particular  persons  the  sole  and  exclusive 
right  to  carry  on  a  business,  is  void.'  All  such  grants  of  exclusive 
privileges  and  immunities  are  generally  forbidden  by  the  constitutions 
of  the  various  states.*  All  persons  inclined  to  pursue  a  lawful  occupa- 
tion should  have  the  opportunity  of  conforming  to  the  prescribed 
regulations.  Otherwise  an  ordinance  applying  to  such  occupation 
would  be  unreasonable  and  tend  to  oppression ;  *  and  though  an  ordi- 
nance does  not,  in  fact,  create  a  monopoly,  if  it  is  monopolistic  in  its 
tendency,  and  would  incline  to  lessen  competition,  it  should  not  be  sua* 
tained>  It  is  a  role,  however,  that  if  reasonable  facilities  for  engaging 
in  the  bu^ess  are  given,  regulations  restricting  it  witibin  the  police 
power,  or  imposed  out  of  regard  for  the  health  or  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity, do  not  constitute  a  prohibition  or  illegal  restraint  of  trade,  or 
a  monopoly.*  And  it  has  been  held  that  an  ordinance  is  not  invalid  as 
unconstitutionally  granting  special  privileges,  which  allows  the  munici- 
pality to  grant  special  permission  to  licensed  hack  drivers  who  can  pro- 
cure the  consent  of  the  abutting  property  owners  to  stand  their  vehicles 
in  the  street  in  front  of  such  property,  when  the  same  privilege  is 
not  granted  to  those  who  do  not  obtain  such  consent.*  Following 
the  reason  of  the  rule  expressed  in  a  preceding  paragraph  to  the 
e£fect  that  claims  of  exemptions  under  contract  or  charter  provisions 
are  strictly  construed,  and  are  not  to  be  presumed,  an  analogous  rule 
has  been  developed  by  the  authorities  in  reference  to  claims  of  exclusive 
Ucense  privileges.  AVhile  the  legislature  of  a  state  may  make  a  con- 
tract on  many  subjects  which  will  bind  it  and  all  succeeding  legis- 

80.  Bntcfaeis*     Union     Slaughter-  N.  Y.  517,  69  N.  E.  353,  80  A.  8.  K 
House  Co.  T.  Crescent  City  Live-Stock  767,  51  L.R.A.  681. 
Landing  Co.,  Ill  U.  S.  746,  4  S.  Ct.     8.  See  supra,  par.  29. 


652,  28  D.  S.  (I*  ed.)  585.  See  gen-  4.  Gray  v.  Omaha,  80  Nob.  526, 114 
erally,   Monopolies   and   Combina-  N.  W.  600,  14  L.R.A(N.S.)  1033, 


L.  71,  28  AtL  51,  23  L.R.A.  525;  Fox  6.  McFall  v.  St.  Louis,  232  Mo.  716, 
V.  Mohawk,  etc..  Humane  Soc,  165  135  S.  W.  51,  33  L.R.A.(N.S.)  471. 

520 


2.  State  V.  Conlon,  65  Conn.  478,  33 
Atl.  519,  48  A.  S.  R.  227,  31  L.R.A. 
o5;  Alexander  v.  Elizaheth,  56  N.  J 


1.  Logan  V.  Pyne,  43  la.  524,  22 
Am.  Rep.  261;  In  re  Lowe,  54  Kan. 
757,  39  Pac.  710,  27  L.R.A.  545;  Figg 
V.  Thompson,  105  Ky.  509,  49  S.  W. 
202,  88  A.  S.  R.  316,  44  L.R.A.  13& 

Note:  34  Am.  Dec.  637. 


TIONS. 


6.  Jacksonville  v.  Ledwith,  26  Fla. 
163,  7  So.  885,  23  A  S.  R.  558,  9 
L.R.A.  69;  Iowa  Eeleetie  Medical  Col- 
1^  Ass'n  v.  Sehrader,  87  la.  659,  55 
N.  W.  24,  20  L.R.A.  355  (holding  that 
the  authority  to  refuse  eoiificates  to 
graduates  of  medical  schools  not  ia 
good  standing  does  not  extend  especial 
privileges  or  immunities  to  other 
schools  th^  are  r^arded  as  in  good 
standing). 
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latures,  6o  that  its  provisions  can  neither  be  rq>ealed  nor  its  obligation 
impaired,  and  while  it  may  give  an  exclusive  right,  for  the  time 
being,  to  particular  persons  or  to  a  corporation,  it  has  no  power  to 
continue  such  right  so  that  no  future  legislature  noir  even  the  same 
body  can  repeal  or  modify  it  or  grant  similar  privileges  to  others.' 

41.  Grants  Void  for  Discrimination;  Aliens. — It  is  a  general  rule 
that  licenses  which  grant  an  exclusive  privilege  or  immunity  are 
forbidden  by  the  constitution  and  are  void.^  Under  this  rule  a  stat- 
ute is  void  for  unreasonable  discrimination  where  it  seeks  to  grant 
to  any  citizen  or  class  of  citizens  a  privilege  which,  on  the  same 
terms,  shall  not  equally  belong  to  all  citizens.'  But  it  does  not  follow 
that  a  license  tax  imposed  on  nonresidents  is  repugnant  to  the  clause 
of  the  second  section  of  article  four  of  the  United  States  constitution, 
which  declares  that  the  citizens  of  each  state  shall  be  entitled  to  all 
the  privileges  and  immunities  of  the  citizens  of  the  several  states.'** 
And  the  provision  in  the  fourteenth  amendment  that  no  state  shall 
deny  to  any  person  within  its  jurisdiction  the  equal  protection  of 
the  laws  was  not  intended  to  prevent  a  state  from  adjusting  its 
system  of  taxation  in  all  proper  and  reasonable  ways.  It  may,  if  it 
chooses,  exempt  certain  classes  of  property  from  any  taxation  at  all, 
such  as  churches,  libraries,  and  the  property  of  charitable  institutions. 
It  may  impose  different  specific  taxes  on  different  trades  and  profes- 
sions, and  may  vary  the  rates  of  excise  upon  various  products.*'  Under 
this  constitutional  provision  laws  will  be  held  void  if  tliey  consti- 
tute class  legislation,''  or  where  unlawful  discriminations  are  made 
as  between  the  citizens  of  the  different  counties  of 'a  state.'*  A 
like  rule  prevails  as  to  discriminations  between  citizens  of  the  United 
States  and  aliens  where,  as  to  such  aliens,  an  ordinance  passed  by 
a  board  of  supervisors  of  a  municipality  confers  a  naked  arbitrary 
power  on  the  board  to  give  or  withhold  consent  to  engaging  in  a 
lawful  business,  and  makes  all  engaged  in  the  business  the  tenants 
at  will  as  to  their  means  of  living  under  such  board  of  supervisors.'* 


7.  Butehers'  Union  Slatighter-Honse  10.  Ward  v.  State,  31  Md.  279,  1 
Co.  V.  Crescent  City  Live-Stock  Land-  Am.  Rep.  50. 


ing  Co.,  Ill  U.  S.  746,  4  S.  Ct  652, 
28  n.  S.  (L.  ed.)  585. 


11.  Southwestern  Oil  Co.  v.  Texas, 
217  U.  R.  114,  30  r,.  Ct.  496,  54  U.  S. 


Ati.  519,  48  A  S.  B.  227,  31  LK.A  exemptions;  and  supra, 

t'E'r'^TrS  mA'oV47  UR.f  -  ^'^^"^^ 

802;  Simrall  v.  Covington,  90  Ky.  444,  ^  Jo            ^  <it«t.       t„  r«™ 

14  S.  W.  369,  29  A.  S.  R.  398,  9  J^\^r^'  ^  ^^'1^  ^^J^^'  ^"S* 

L.R.A.  556;  Fox  v.  Mohawk,  etc.,  Hu-  l^i'            W.  1075,  126  A.  S.  R. 

mane  Soc.,  165  N.  Y.  517,  59  N.  E.  ^^2                            «  a  n  ki 

353,  80  A.  S.  R.  767,  51  L.R.A.  681.  IJ.  State  v  Higgins,  51  S.  C.  51, 

9.  Waters-Pierce  Oil  Co.  v.  Hot  28  S.  E.  15,  38  L.R.A.  561. 

Springs,  85  Ark.  509,  109  S.  W.  293,  14-  Yick  Wo  v.  Hopkins,  118  U.  8. 

16  L.R.A.(N.S,)  1035  and  note.  356,  6  S.  Ct.  1064,  30  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
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But  valid  discriminations  may  be  made  under  the  police  power  as 
between  citizens  and  aliens;  and  proper  grounds  of  discrimination 
may  exist  apart  from  the  status  of  alienage.^* 

42.  Rale  as  to  Strict  Constmction. — Those  who  seek  shelter  under 
an  exemption  law  must  present  a  clear  case,  free  from  all  doubt,  as 
such  laws,  being  in  derogation  of  the  general  rule,  must  be  sbrictly 
construed  against  the  person  claiming  the  exemption  and  in  favor  of 
the  public*'  Construing  and  applying  this  rule  it  has  been  held  that 
under  a  constitutional  provision  exempting  from  a  license  tax  those 
who  are  engaged  in  a  mechanical  pursuit  it  does  not  follow  that  a 
photographer  comes  within  the  immunity.'^  Likewise,  a  statute 
exempting  a  person,  corporation  or  business  from  <me  form  of  license 
or'  tax  cannot  be  extended  beyond  its  express  terms,  and  so  such  a 
statute  may  not  preclude  the  levying  of  another  and  different  tax  for 
license  purposes.'^  For  example,  a  statute  by  which  a  liquor  tax  is 
imposed  on  social  clubs,  and  which  provides  that  the  tax  thereby 
imposed  shall  be  in  lieu  of  all  other  taxes  for  the  privileges  granted, 
relates  exclusively  to  taxes  to  be  paid  to  the  state,  and  does  not  exempt 
social  clubs  from  municipal  taxation.**  But  the  rule  of  strict  con- 
struction should  not  be  carried  to  the  extreme  of  defeating  a  right 
to  exemption  where  one  is  properly  within  the  exempted  class.*  As 
a  rule  a  municipality  is  not  liable  for  a  privilage  tax  where  it  conducts 
under  municipal  ownership  some  public  utility.*  It  has  been  held 
that  a  business  is  not  necessarily  exempt  from  taxation  because  it  is 
not  mentioned,  among  the  subjects  of  taxation  enumerated  in  a  license 
enactment.  The  legislature  does  not  always  undertake  to  enumerate 
all  the  subjects  and  classes  upon  which  a  license  tax  might  be  imposed." 

43.  Exemptions  Creating  Favored  Classes;  War  Veterans. — In 
imposing  license  taxes  discriminations  have  in  many  instances  been 
attempted  in  favor  of  soldiers  who  have  served  in  the  civil  war; 

220,  reversing  In  re  Tick  Wo,  68  CaL  8.  W.  757,  60  A.  8.  R.  569,  37  L.R.A. 

294,  9  Pac.  139,  58  Am.  Rep.  12.  446. 

15.  People  T.  Naglee,  1  Cal.  232,  52  17.  New  Orleans  v.  Robira,  42  La. 
Am.  Dec.  312;  Com.  v.  Hana,  195  Mass.  Ann.  1098,  8  So.  402,  11  L.R.A.  141. 
262,  81  N.  E.  149,  122  A.  S.  R.  251  18.  Oil  City  v.  Oil  City  Trust  Co., 
and  note,  11  Ann.  Cas.  514  and  note,  151  Pa.  St.  454,  25  Atl.  124,  31  A. 
11  UR.A.(N.S.)  799  and  note.  See  S.  R.  770;  Phoebus  v.  Manhattan  So- 
generally  supra,  par.  34,  for  classi-  cial  Club,  105  Va.  144,  52  S.  £.  839, 
fications  invalid  for  discrimination;  8  Ann.  Cas.  667. 

and  supra,  par.  36,  for  p^miasible  10.  Phoebus  v.  Manhattan  Social 
discriminations.  Gub,  105  Va.  144,  52  S.  E.  839,  8 

16.  Union  Pass.  R.  Co.  t.  Philadel-  Ann.  Cas.  667. 

phia,  101  U.  8.  528,  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1.  St.  Louis  v.  Bender,  248  Mo.  113, 

912;  Com.  v.  Hazel,  155  Ky.  30,  159  154  S.  W.  88,  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1072. 

S.  W.  673,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1078  and  2.  Smith  v.  Nashville,  88  Tenn.  464, 

note;  New  Orleans  v.  Robira,  42  La.  12  8.  W.  924,  7  L.R.A.  469. 

Ann.  1098.  8  So.  402,  11  L.R.A.  141;  3.  Hardin  v.  Radford,  112  Va.  547, 

Springfield  v.  Smith,  138  Mo.  645,  40  72  8.  E.  101,  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  858. 
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but  the  authorities  have  in  the  generality  of  cases  held  legislation 
of  this  character  unconstitutional  as  daas  legislation.*  In  one  view 
it  is  apparent  that  the  process  of  forming  classes  of  business  for  pur- 
poses of  license  taxation — ^imposing  the  license  tax  on  one  and  not 
on  another — is,  so  far  as  the  excepted  or  favored  dass  is  concerned, 
merely  a  process  of  creating  exemptions,  wholly  or  in  part  And  so 
it  is  that  the  question  as  to  whether  a  valid  exemption  may  be  created 
generally  resolves  itself  into  the  broader  question  as  to  whether  the 
exempted  persons  or  business  may,  or  may  not,  within  the  rule  of 
uniformity,  be  included  in  a  separate  and  distinct  class.  If  Uiis  can 
be  properly  done,  the  exemption  is  valid; '  but  if  the  division  cannot 
be  legally  made,  it  is  clear  that  the  attempt  to  create  an  exemption 
is  invalid.' 

VIII.  LiuiTATioN  OF  Authority  and  Dblsgation  of  Powsb 

In  General 

44.  Scope  of  Delegated  Authority  Generally. — ^In  the  absence  of 
any  inhibition,  express  or  implied,  in  the  constitution,  the  legislature 
has  power,  eitiier  directly  to  levy  and  collect  license  taxes  on  any  busi- 
ness or  occupation  or  to  delegate  like  authority  to  a  municipal  cor- 
poration,' either  for  the  purpose  of  revenue  or  that  of  regula- 

4.  State  V.  GarbroBki,  Ul  la.  496,  Louis,  107  U.  S.  365,  2  S.  Gt  257, 
82  N.  W.  959,  82  A.  S.  B.  524,  56  27  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  419;  MobUe  v.  Tuille, 
L.EA.  570;  Laurens  v.  Anderson,  75  3  Ala.  137,  36  Am.  Dec.  441,  over- 
S.  C.  62,  55  S.  E.  136,  117  A.  S.  R.  ruled  on  another  point  by  Huntsville 
885,  g  Ann.  Cas.  1003  and  note;  State  v.  Phelps,  27  Ala.  55;  Ft.  Smith  v. 
V.  Shedroi,  75  Vt  277,  54  AU.  1081,  Scruggs,  70  Ark.  549,  69  S.  W.  679, 
98  A.  S.  R.  825,  63  L.R.A.  179.  91  A.  S.  R.  100,  58  L.R.A.  921;  BanU 

Note:  129  A-  S.  R.  258  (citing  an-  v.  Chicago,  172  111.  204,  50  N.  E.  233, 

thorities  also  contra).  40  L.R.A.  611;  Newton  v.  Atchison, 

5.  Singer  Sewing  Mach.  Co.  v.  31  Kan.  151,  1  Pac.  288,  47  Am.  Rep. 
BrickeU,  233  U.  S.  304,  34  S.  Ct.  493,  486;  Levi  v.  LouisviUe,  97  Ky.  394, 
58  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  974;  Cook  v.  Mar-  30  S.  W.  973,  28  L.R.A.  480;  Harri- 
shall  County,  119  la.  384,  93  N.  W.  son  v.  Vicksburg,  3  Smedes  &  M. 
372,  104  A.  S.  R.  283;  McKnight  v.  (Miss.)  581,  41  Am.  Dec.  633;  Little- 
Hodge,  55  Wash.  289,  104  Pac  504,  field  v.  SUte,  42  Neb.  223,  CO  N.  W. 
40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1207  and  note.  724,  47  A.  S.  R.  697,  28  L.R.A,  588; 

6.  Com.  T.  Clark,  195  Pa.  St.  634,  Western  Union  Tel.  Co.  v.  Fremont, 
46  Atl.  286,  86  A.  S.  R.  694,  57  L.R.A.  43  Neb.  499,  61  N.  W.  724,  26  L.R.A. 
348  (citing  anthorities  to  the  principle  698;  Banning  v.  Cincinnati,  81  Ohio 
generally);  Rainey  v.  SUte,  41  Tex.  St.  142,  90  N.  E.  125,  25  I<.R.A.(N.S.) 
Crim.  254,  53  S.  "W.  882,  96  A.  S.  R.  686  and  note;  Petersburg  v.  Cocke,  94 
786;  Ex  parte  Woods,  52  Tex.  Crim.  Va.  244,  26  S.  B.  576,  36  L.R.A.  432; 
575, 108  S.  W.  1171, 124  A.  S.  R.  1107,  Norfolk  v.  Flynn,  101  Va.  473,  44  S. 
16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  450.  E.  717,  99  A.  S.  R.  918,  62  L.R.A. 

7.  Union  Pass.  R.  Co.  v.  Philadel-  771;  State  v.  Clausen,  65  Wash.  156, 
phia,  101  U.  S.  528,  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  117  Pac.  1101,  37  L.R.A.(N.S.)  4GQ. 
912;  Wiggins  Ferry  Co.  v.  East  St.  Notes:  47  A.  S.  R.  402;  129  A.  S. 

523 


Digitized  by 


Goo 


UCENSES 


17  B.  C.  L. 


tion.*  Delegated  authority  may  include  also  the  right  to  exercise  police 
control and  the  right  to  classify  the  different  occupations  for  tax- 
ation, and  impose  different  taxation  in  different  amounts  on  the  differ- 
ent classes.'^  Under  some  constitutional  provisions  the  right  to  license 
for  revenue  purposes  may  not  be  delegated  to  a  municipality  or  other 
body,  that  right  thereunder  being  expressly  or  by  necessary  impli- 
cation reserved  in  the  legislature.  But  in  the  absence  of  constitutional 
restrictions,  the  legislature  may  as  a  general  rule  impose  a  Ucense 
tax  intended  as  a  police  regulation  either  directly  or  through  the 
agency  of  cities  or  towns,  and  may  properly  authorize  such  cities  or 
towns  to  impose  a  license  tax  on  any  industry  or  upon  the  right  to 
transact  any  business  which  falls  within  the  scope  of  police  regulations. 
The  power  may  also  be  exercised  concurrently  by  hoih  state  and 
municipal  governments.**  Where  the  right  to  delegate  authority  to 
license  occupations  exists,  the  legislature,  after  having  delegated  its 
power,  may  at  any  time  take  it  back  and  resume  the  exercise  of  the 
power  itself.**  It  is  obvious  that  when  the  state  creates  a  city  or 
borough,  it  cannot  confer  on  the  municipality  powers  that  the  state 
does  not  itself  possess,  nor  can  the  municipality  have  any  better  right 

R.  283;  3  L.R.A.  261;  20  L.R.A.  721  Pao.  516,  56  A.  S.  R.  551,  32  L.R.A. 
et  seq.;  30  L.R.A.  416;  2  Ann.  Cas.  635;  Com.  v.  Clark,  195  Pa.  St.  634, 
313.  46  AU.  286,  86  A.  S.  R.  694,  57  L.R.A. 

8.  Bradley  v.  Richmond,  227  U.  S.  348  and  note;  Fahey  v.  State,  27  Tex. 
477,  33  S.  Ct.  318,  57  U.  S.  (I>.  ed.)  App.  146,  11  S.  W.  108,  11  A.  S.  R. 
603;  Van  Hook  v.  Selma,  70  Ala.  361,  182;  McKnight  v.  Hodge,  55  Wash. 
45  Am.  Rep.  85;  Ft.  Smith  V.  Scruggs,  289,  104  Pac.  504,  40  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
70  Ark.  549,  69  S.  W.  679,  91  A.  S.  1207.  But  see  Bessette  v.  People,  193 
R.  100,  58  L.R.A.  921;  State  v.  Con-  111.  334,  62  N.  E.  215,  56  L.R.A.  558 
Ion,  65  Conn.  478,  33  Atl.  519,  48  A.  (holding  that  a  statute  providing  for 
S.  R.  227,  31  L.R.A.  55;  District  of  the  licensing  of  horsesboers,  and  stat- 
Columbia  v.  Lee,  35  App.  Caa.  (D,  C.)  ing  that  a  fee  is  charged  "in  order  to 
341,  21  Ann.  Cas.  973;  Young  v.  Thorn-  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  act  and 
as,  17  Fla.  169,  35  Am.  Rep.  93;  Price  maintenance  of  the  said  board  of  ex- 
V.  People,  193  111.  114,  61  N.  E.  844,  aminers,"  will  not  be  held  to  have  been 
86  A.  S.  R.  306,  55  L.R.A.  588  (bold-  enacted  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
ing  that  a  Ucense  fee  for  the  purpose  revenue). 

of  raising  revenue  may  be  laid  on  em-      Notes:  86  A.  S.  R.  312;  129  A, 

ployment  agencies,  in  the  absence  of  S.  R.  259. 

a  constitutional  probibition  thereof  9.  Johnson  v.  Great  Falls,  38  Mont, 
and  overruled  on  another  point  by  369,  99  Pae.  1059,  16  Ann.  Cas.  974. 
Mathews  v.  People,  202  111.  389,  67  N.  See  infra,  par.  46  et  seq. 
E.  28,  95  A.  S.  R.  241,  63  L.R.A.  73) ;  10.  Bradley  v.  Richmond,  227  U.  S. 
TcrrcHautav.Kersey,  159  Ind.  300,64  477,  33  S.  Ct.  318,  57  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
N.  E.  469,  95  A.  S.  R.  298;  People  v.  603;  Norris  v.  Lincoln,  93  Neb.  658, 
Grant,  157  Mich.  24,  121  N.  W.  300,  142  N.  W.  114,  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  1194. 
133  A.  S.  R.  329;  Temple  v.  Sumner,  11.  Johnson  v.  Great  Falls,  38  Mont. 
51  Miss.  13,  24  Am.  Rep.  615;  Spring-  369,  99  Pac.  1059,  16  Ann.  Cas.  974. 
field  V.  Smith,  138  Mo.  645,  40  S.  W.  12.  Wilkie  v.  Chicago,  188  111.  444, 
7r>7,  60  A.  S.  R.  569,  37  L.R.A.  446  ;  58  N.  E.  1004,  80  A.  S.  B.  182. 
State  V.  Camp  Sing,  IS  Mont.  128,  44 
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to  adc^t  discriminating  trade  regulations  than  the  state  has.  And 
80  a  city  cannot  by  ordinance  and  under  pretense  of  police  control 
regulate  trade  in  the  interest  of  resident  dealers,  by  making  the  same 
business  lawful  to  all  who  live  within  the  city  lunits  and  unlawful 
as  to  all  who  reside  outside  thereof.^'  As  the  power  of  taxation  by 
any  state  is  limited  to  persons,  property  or  bu^ness  within  its  juris- 
diction,'^ so  too  the  authority  of  a  city  to  impose  license  taxes  is 
confined  to  those  occupations  carried  on  within  its  territorial  limits.^* 
But  a  municipal  ordinance  prescribing  certain  regulations  for  a  busi- 
ness within  the  city  limits,  and  providing  that  those  engaged  therein 
shall  pay  a  license  fee,  is  not  extraterritorial  in  its  effect,  nor  void  as 
affecting  persons  beyond  the  city  limits,  when  it  touches  only  those 
who  come  within  the  limits  of  the  city  to  engage  in  such  busineeB.'* 
45.  Strict  Construction  of  Grants  of  Authority. — The  power  to 
tax,  like  the  power  to  license,  is  a  separate,  independent  power,  and 
exists  in  municipal  coi^orations  only  to  the  extent  to  which  it  is 
clearly  conferred  by  their  charters;  and  so  its  power  to  license  any 
occupation,  or  to  exact  a  license  fee  from  any  person,  must  either  be 
expressly  given  by  its  charter,  or  be  a  necessary  incident  to  the  carry- 
ing out  of  the  power  granted.''  A  power  to  license  is  not  inherent 
in  municipalities,'^  and  its  existence  cannot  be  implied  or  deduced 

13.  Sayre  v.  Phillips,  148  Pa.  St.  Mine.  248,  33  Am.  Rep.  462;  State 
482,  24  Atl.  76,  33  A.  8.  R.  842,  16  v.  McMahon,  69  Minn.  265,  72  N.  W. 
L.R.A.  49.  79,  38  L.R.A.  675;  Jackson  v.  Newman, 

14.  Note:  8  L.R.A.  280.  59  Miss.  385,  42  Am.  Rep.  367;  Ameri- 

15.  Western  Union  Tel.  Co.  v.  Fre-  can  Union  Eip.  Co.  v,  St.  Joseph,  66 
raont,  43  Neb.  499,  61  N.  W.  724,  26  Mo.  675,  27  Am.  Rep.  382;  Gray  v. 
L.R.A.  698;  Robinson  v.  Norfolk,  108  Omaha,  80  Neb.  526,  114  N.  W.  600, 
Va.  14,  60  S.  E.  762,  128  A.  S.  R.  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1033;  Abraham  v. 
934, 15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  294.  Rosebarg,  55  Ore.  359,  105  Pac.  401, 

16.  Norfolk  V.  Flynn,  101  Va.  473,  Ann.  Gas.  1912A  597;  Long  v.  Shelby 
44  S.  E.  717,  99  A.  S.  R.  918,  62  County  Taxing  Dist.,  7  Lea  (Tenn.) 
L.R.A.  771.  134,  40  Am.  Rep.  55;  Ex  parte  Garza, 

Note:  129  A.  S.  R.  289.  28  Tex.  App.  381,  13  S.  W.  779,  19 

17.  State  V.  Smith,  67  Conn.  541,  A.  S.  R.  845;  Wisconsin  Telephone  Co. 
35  Atl.  506,  52  A.  S.  R.  301  and  note;  v.  Milwaukee,  126  Wis.  1,  104  N.  W. 
Southern  Exp.  Co.  v.  R.  M.  Rose  Co.,  1009, 110  A.  S.  R.  886, 1  L.R.A.  (N.S.) 
124  Ga.  581,  53  S.  E.  185,  5  L.R.A.  581;  Chain  Belt  Co.  v.  Milwaukee,  15i 
(N.S.)  619;  WUkiev.  Chicago,  188  lU.  Wis.  188,  138  N.  W.  621,  42  L.R.A. 
%44,  58  N.  E.  1004,  80  A.  S.  R.  182  (N.S.)  899. 

and  note;  Shuman  v.  Ft.  Wayne,  127      Notes:  34  Am.  Dec  638;  129  A.  S. 

Ind.  109,  26  N.  E.  560,  11  L.R.A.  378;  R.  269. 

Ottumwa  V.  Zekind,  95  la.  622,  64      18.  Phoenix  Carpet  Co.  v.  State,  118 

N.  W.  046,  58  A.  S.  R.  447,  29  L.R.A.  Ala.  143,  22  So.  627,  72  A.  S.  R.  143; 

734;  Bear  v.  Cedar  Rapids,  147  la.  Bear  v.  Cedar  Rapids,  147  la.  341, 126 

341,  126  N.  W.  324,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  N.  W.  324,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1150  and 

1150  and  note;  Com.  v.  Stodder,  2  note;  Cambridge  v.  Cambridge  Water 

Cush.  (Mass.)  562,  48  Am.  Dec.  679;  Co.,  99  Md.  501,  58  Atl,  442,  2  Ann. 

St.  Paul  V.  Laidler,  2  Minn.  190,  72  Caa.  311  and  note. 
Am.  Dee.  89;  St.  Paul  t.  Traeger,  25 
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from  other  powers  conferred,**  as  for  example  from  a  mere  general 
welfare  clause  of  ita  charter.**^  Likewise,  where  a  municipality  is  not 
given  the  power  which  the  state  has  of  selecting  the  subjects  of  occupa- 
tion taxes  for  raising  revenue,  its  power  to  license  is  limited  to  the 
occupations,  persons  or  objects  named  in  its  charter.^  It  is  clear  that 
the  authority  to  impose  a  license  for  purposes  of  revenue  must  fall 
under  tiie  same  rule,',  besides  being  within  the  rule  (not  applying 
to  licenses  proper)  of  constitutionfd  uniformity.'  Inasmuch  as  all 
grants  of  power  to  license  for -any  purpose  are  strictly  construed,* 
any  fair,  reasonable  doubt  concerning  the  existence  of  the  power  will 
be  resolved  by  the  courts  against  the  city,  and  the  power  denied.' 
While  it  has  been  held  that  &e  power  to  license  is  not  conferred  by 
charter  authority  "to  regulate,"*  the  general  and  more  reasonable 
rule  as  to  the  import  of  these  sp^jific  words  is  to  the  contrary ;  and 
especially  is  this  so  where  they  are  used  in  conferring  authority  over 
occupations  or  businesses  of  a  nonbeneBcial  or  detrimental  nature, 
inasmuch  as  to  require  a  license  may  be  said  to  be  one  of  the  means 
of  r^ulating  a  busineea'    Under  authority  by  charter  given  to  a 

19.  Gray  v.  Omaha,  80  Neb.  526,  2.  Van  Hook  v.  Selma,  70  Ala.  361, 
114  N.  W.  600, 14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1033.  45  Am.  Rep.  85;  Terra  Haute  v.  Ker- 

20.  Shaman  v.  Ft  Wayne,  127  Ind.  sey,  159  Ind.  300,  64  N.  E.  469,  95 
109,  26  N.  E.  560,  U  UR.A.  378;  A.  S.  R.  298. 

Bear  v.  Cedar  Rapids,  147  la.  341,  S.  See  supra,  par.  11. 

126  N.  W.  324,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1150  4.  Jacksonville  v.  Ledwith,  26  Fla. 

andnote;ChainBeltCo.T.  Milwaukee,  163,  7  So.  885,  23  A.  S.  R.  558,  9 

151  Wis.  188,  138  N.  W.  621,  42  L.R.A.  69;  Palmer     State,  88  Tenn. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  899.  But  see  O'Maley  t.  553,  13  S.  W.  233,  8  L.R.A.  280; 

Freeport,  96  Pa.  St  24,  ^  Am.  Rep.  Lynchburg  v.  Norfolk,  etc.,  R.  Ca, 

527  (holding  that  a  borough  invested  80  Va.  237,  56  Am.  Rep.  592. 

with  all  powers  necessary  "for  the  Note;  129  A.  S.  268. 

wdl  (urdenng  and  better  govemment"  6.  Chicago  v.  CoUhis,  175  HI.  445, 

thereof  may  require  sales  of  ooal  to  51  N.  E.  907,  67  A.  S.  R.  224,  49 

be  by  weurnt  and  chazgiiw  five  cents  LJt.A.  408;  In  re  Unger,  22  Okla. 

per  load  for  the  use  of  the  borough  755,  98  Pac.  999,  132  A.  S.  R.  670; 

scales).  Ez  parte  Garza,  28  Tezj  App.  381, 13 

Note:  34  Am.  Dee.  638.  S.  W.  779,  19  A.  S.  R.  845. 

1.  Davis       Petrinovieh,  112  Ala.  6.  Com.  v.  Stodder,  2  Gush.  (Mass.) 

654,  21  So.  344,  36  L.R.A.  615;  Jaek-  562,  48  Am.  Dec.  679. 

sonville  v.  Ledwith,  26  Fla.  163,  7  So.  7.  Trigg  v.  Dixon,  96  Ark.  199,  131 

885,  23  A.  S.  R.  558,  9  L.RJL.  69;  S.  W.  696,  Ann.  Gas.  1912B  509; 

Cambridge  v.  Cambridge  Water  Co.,  Chicago  Packing,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Chicag(f, 

99  Md.  501,  58  Atl.  4^,  2  Ann.  Cas.  88  HL  221,  30  Am.  Rep.  545;  Gund- 

311;  In  re  Unger,  22  Okla.  755,  98  ling  v.  Chicago,  176  HI.  340,  52  N.  E. 

Pac.  999, 132  A.  S.  R.  670;  Lynchburg  44,  48  L.R.A.  230;  Tomlinson  v.  Indi- 

V.  Norfolk,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  80  Va.  237,  anapolis,  144  Ind.  142,  43  N.  E.  9, 

56  Am.  Rep.  592  (bcddhig  that  under  36  L.R.A.  413  and  note;  People  v. 

an  authori^  to  impose  a  license  tax  Schneider,  139  Mich.  673,  103  N.  W. 

on  "persons  and  employmrats"  a  city  172,  5  Ann.  Cas.  790,  69  L.R.A.  345 

may  not  impose  a  license  tax  on  a  rul-  (holding  that  the  words  "to  control" 

road  corporation) ;  Harris  v.  Com.,  81  and  "to  regrjl&te,"  ez  vi  termini,  imply 

Ya.  240,  59  Am.  Rep.  666.  to  restrain,  to  check,  to  rule  and  dinet; 


Digitized  by  Google 


17  B.  C.  L.  LLGEINSJBS 


city  to  contool,  prescribe,  and  legulate  the  manner  in  which  the 
streets  and  public  grounds  and  spaces  within  the  city  shall  be.  used 
and  enjoyed,  it  has  been  held  that  an  ordinance  prohibiting  the  mak- 
ing of  any  public  addresses  in  the  streets  or  in  public  places  without 
a  license  from  the  mayor  is  authorized.*  Under  police  authority,  a 
right  to  license  is  conferred  by  a  statute  empowering  a  city  "to  restrain" 
particular  vocations,'  and,  conversely,  the  right  to  restrain  certain 
callings  is  included  in  the  authority  "to  license."  Illustrating  the 
application  of  the  general  rule,  where  a  municipality  is  simply  given 
the  power  to  impose  a  license  tax  on  a  business,  it  cannot  divide  such 
business  into  its  constituent  elements,  parts,  or  incidents,  and  levy  a 
separate  tax  on  each  or  any  element,  part,  or  incident  thereof.'^  The 
conferring  by  the  legislature,  in  genial  torms,  of  discretionary  power 
to  grant  or  infuse  licenses  in  cases  relating  to  subjecte  of  police  char- 
acter, without  prescribing  the  bounds  of  such  discretion,  will  not, 
ipso  facto,  render  the  grant  of  power  void,  but  will  be  treated  as  author- 
izing the  municipal  autliorities  to  zeroise  a  reasonable  discretion  in 
the  grant  or  refiual  of  such  licenses."  While  th^  is  some  conflict 
on  the  question  as  to  whether  the  power  granted  by  statute  to  a  city 
to  impose  a  license  tax  on  an  occupation  or  busine^  includes,  in  the 
absence  of  any  intimation  of  authority  so  to  do,  the  power  to  prohibit 
the  prosecution  of  the  occupation  or  business  unless  a  prescribed  license 
tax  be  first,  paid,  the  rule  is  stated  that  the  power  to  prohibit  is  em- 
bodied in  the  power  to  impose  the  tax.** 

46.  Authority  under  Police  Power  Generally;  Nature  of  Business  as 
Material. — ^Where  police  regulation  alone  is  the  object  of  a  license, 
there  is  a  conflict  among  the  authorities  as  to  the  rule  governing  the 
amount  that  may  be  charged  for  such  license.  The  nature  of  the 
occupation,  trade  or  profession  authorized  to  be  licensed  has  of  neces- 
sity much  to  do  with  it.  In  the  case  of  such  as  are  useful  and 
beneficial  to  the  community,  the  license  charged  should  not,  ordi- 
narily, be  so  great  as  in  case  of  those  not  useful  or  beneficial,  especially 
when  inunoral  in  their  nature  or  tendency.**  And  the  rule  is  that 
a  prohibitory  license  tax  cannot  be  imposed  on  a  useful  and  legitimate 

and  that  the  power  to  do  any  of  107  Pae.  484,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1194. 

these  implies  the  right  to  liceDse,  as  11.  Soatbem  Ezp.  Co.  v.  R.  M.  Rose 

a  convenient  and  proper  means  to  that  Co.,  124  Q&.  581,  53  S.  E.  185,  5 

end);  St.  Johnsbury  v.  Thompson,  59  L.R.A.(N.S.)  619. 

Vt.  300,  9  Atl.  571,  59  Am.  Bep.  731;  12.  Cutsinger  v.  Atlanta,  142  Ga. 

Mehlos  V.  Milwaukee,  156  Wis.  591,  555,  83  S.  E.  263,  Ann.  Cas.  1916C  280, 

146  N.  W.  882,  Ann.  Cas.  1915C  1102,  L.R.A.1915B  1097  and  note.    See  in- 

51  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1009.  fra,  par.  55,  as  to  discretionary  pow- 

8.  Love  V.  Judge,  128  Mich.  545,  ers  generally,  and  judicial  review. 

87  N.  W.  785,  55  L.R.A.  618.  13.  Manker  v.  Tough,  79  Kan.  46,  98 

9.  South  Bend  v.  Martin,  142  Ind.  Pac.  792,  17  Ann.  Cas.  208,  19  L.R.A. 
31,  41  N.  E.  315,  29  L.R.A.  531.  (N.S.)  675. 

10.  Darby  t.  Pence,  17  Idaho  697,     14.  Van  Hook    Selma,  70  Ala.  361, 
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business,"^  unless  the  ordinance  is  deemed  to  be  necessary  in  the  exer- 
cise of  the  police  power  as  conserving  the  public  health,  welfare  or 
safety.^*  But  restrictions  and  license  fees  not  so  unreasonable  or 
burdensome  as  to  amount  to  an  unconstitutional  prohibition  of  a 
legitimate  and  harmless  business  will  not  invididate  an  ordinance.^' 
Where  the  buaine^  or  vocation  is  one  of  a  nonuseful  nature,  or  one 
likely  to  develop  into  a  nuisance,  ihe  state  may,  in  the  exercise  of  its 
police  authority,  license  or  absolutely  prohibit  it  as  regard  for  the 
welfare  of  the  community  may  seem  to  justify.**  And  if  tlie  council 
has  power  to  impose  the  tax  for  the  purpose  of  raising  revenue,  and 
the  ordinance  imposing  it  is  valid  on  its  face,  the  intent  of  the  council 
that  a  license  tax  shall  be  prohibitory  is  immaterial.  Under  this 
principle,  a  state  may,  in  the  exercise  of  its  police  powers,  prohibit 
"book  making"  and  "pool  selling,"  within  the  scope  and  meaning  of 
a  license  act,  as  gaming  or  gambling,  or  it  may  regulate  and  control 
such  practices  by  restricting  it  to  certain  localities,  and  prohibiting  it 
in  other  localities.***  Again,  licenses  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors 
are  imposed  not  only  for  the  purpose  of  raising  revenue,  but  also  for 
the  purpose  of  regulating  the  traffic  and  consumption  of  these  articles, 
and  hence  the  state  may  impose  such  conditions  for  conducting  said 
traiiic  as  it  may  deem  best  for  tJie  public  good ; '  and  the  same  might  be 
said  of  sach  a  business  as  hoise  racing.*   The  mere  taxation  of  an 


45  Am.  Rep.  85;  Schmidt  v.  Indianap-  18.  Shelton  v.  Mobile,  30  Ala.  540, 

olis,  168  Ind.  631,  80  N.  E.  632,  120  68  Am.  Dec.  143;  State  v.  Conlon, 

A.  S.  R.  385,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  787.  65  Conn.  478,  33  Atl.  519,  48  A.  S.  R. 

Note:  129  A.  S.  R.  259.  227,  31  L.R.A.  55;  State  v.  Orr,  68 

See  infra,  par.  57  et  seq.,  as  to  Conn.  101,  35  Atl.  770,  34  L.R.A.  279; 

license  in  relation  to  police  powers  Jacksonntle  v.  Ledwitb,  26  Fla.  163, 

generally.  7  So.  885,  23  A.  S.  R.  558,  9  L.R.A. 

15.  McGahey  v.  Virginia,  135  U.  S.  69  and  note;  Launder  v.  Chicago,  111 
662,  685,  10  S.  Ct.  972,  34  U.  S.  lU.  291,  53  Am.  Rep.  625;  State  Rac- 
{L.  ed.)  304,  312;  Joseph  v.  Randolph,  ing  Commission  v.  Latonia  Agrieul- 
71  Ala.  499,  46  Am.  Rep.  347;  Ex  tural  Ass'n,  136  Ky.  173,  123  S.  W. 
parte  Sikes,  102  Ala.  173,  15  So.  522,  681,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  905;  State  v. 
24  L.R.A.  774;  Morton  v.  Macon,  111  Thompson,  160  Mo.  333,  60  S.  W. 
Qa.  162,  36  S.  E.  627,  50  UR.A.  485;  1077,  83  A.  S.  R.  468,  54  L.R.A.  950. 
People  V.  Wilson,  249  III.  195,  94  N.  See  infra,  par.  63,  as  to  occupations 
E.  141,  35  L.R.A.{N.S.)  1074;  Louis-  generally  subject  to  police  control, 
ville  V.  Pooley,  136  Ky.  286,  124  S.  19.  StuU  v.  -De  Mattos,  23  Wash. 
W.  315,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)   582  and  71,  62  Pac.  451,  51  L.R.A.  892. 

note;  Wright  v.  May,  127  Minn.  150,  20.  State  v.  Thompson,  160  Mo.  333, 

149  N.  W.  9,  L.R.A.1915B  151;  State  60  S.  W.  1077,  83  A.  S.  R.  468,  54 

V.  Clausen,  65  Wash.  156,  117  Pat  L.R.A.  950. 

1101,  37  L.R.A.{N.S.)  466.  1.  McGahey  v.  Virginia,  135  U.  S. 

16.  Shelton  v.  Mobile,  30  Ala.  540,  662,  685,  10  S.  Ct.  972,  34  U.  8.  (L. 
68  Am.  Dec.  143;  Ex  parte  Wbitwell,  ed.)  304,  312.  See  generally,  Consti- 
98  Cal.  73,  32  Pac.  870,  35  A,  S.  R.  tdtional  Law,  vol.  6,  p.  476;  and 
152,  19  L.R.A.  727.  Iktoxicatinq  Liquors,  vol.  15,  p.  284 

17.  State  V.  Foster,  22  R.  L  163,  46  et  seq. 

AU.  833,  50  L.R.A.  339.  2.  Grainger  v.  Douglas  Park  Jockey 
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unlawful  buainesB  does  not  legalise  it.*  I3or,  on  tiie  other  hand,  does 
ihe  requirement  of  an  occupation  tax  make  the  business  itself  unlaw- 
ful. Kather  it  requires  the  person  conducting  it  to  take  out  the 
license  or  to  pay  the  tax,  and  if  he  fail»  so  to  do,  he  may  be  punished 
for  his  failure,  not  because  his  business  is  unlawful.*  While  a  manu- 
factured domestic  article  may  be  subject  to  taxation  and  license 
laws  on  the  same  footing  with  imported  articles,  and  while  the  state 
may  not  prevent  the  manufacture  of  a  deleterious  article,  it  is  not 
bound  to  furnish  a  market  for  it,  nor  to  abstain  from  the  passage  of 
any  law  which  it  may  deem  advisable  or  necessary  to  guard  the  health 
or  morals  of  its  citizens.^  The  supreme  court  of  the  United  States 
has  held  that  those  engaged  in  a  business  taxed  by  Congress  are  liable 
for  the  tax  imposed,  notwithstanding  the  business  is  unlawful  and 
prohibited  by  ihe  law  of  the  state  where  conducted;  and  it  is  a  rule 
in  a  number  of  states  that  the  fact  that  a  business  was  prohibited,  and 
a  license  could  not  be  obtained  authorizing  it,  is  no  defense  to  an  action 
to  collect  the  tax  imposed  from  one  engaged  in  such  business.* 

47.  Legislative  Discretion  Generally;  Limitations. — ^It  is  appax- 
ent  that  the  granting  of  licenses  under  the  police  power,  by  which 
one  person  can  conduct  a  certain  business  and  another  cannot,  or  by 
which  a  business  may  be  conducted  at  a  certain  place  and  not  at 
another,  nec«sarily  involves  some  discrimination  for  the  public  wel- 
fare.' However,  this  power  must  be  exercised  by  means  of  laws  that 
are  equal  and  uniform  in  their  operation.  It  must  not  be  made  use 
of  as  a  means  for  arbitrarily  discriminating  between  citizens  of  dif- 
ferent states,  or  against  certain  persons  who  are  engaged  in  a  given 
businessy  or  against  certain  commodities,  in  such  manner  as  to  dis- 
criminate between  the  persons  who  are  engaged  in  the  same  trade  or 
pursuit,  in  Eud  of  some  at  the  expense  of  others.  If  it  does,  the  ordi- 
nance loses  its  police  character  and  becomes  an  unconstitutional  trade 
regulation.*  While  under  the  police  power,  the  authority  of  a  munici- 
pality may,  out  of  consideration  for  die  public  interests  and  welfare, 

Club,  148  Fed.  513,  78  C.  C.  A.  199,  111  S.  W.  925,  15  Ann.  Caa.  1066 

8  Ann.  Cas.  997  and  note;  State  Rae-  and  note,  22  L..R.A.(N.S.)  949. 
ing  Commission  v.  Latonia  Agricul-      7.  Cutsinger  v.  Atlanta,  142  Ga.  555, 

tural  Ass'n,  136  Ky.  173,  123  S.  W.  83  S.  E.  263,  Ann.  Cas.  1916C  280, 

681,  25  L.K.A.(N.S.)  905  and  note.  L.R.A.1915B  1097. 

3.  Palmer  v.  State,  88  Tenn.  653,  8.  Mobile  v.  Yoille,  3  Ala.  137,  36 
13  S.  W.  233,  8  L.R.A.  280.  Am.  Dec.  441,  overruled  on  another 

4.  Carterville  v.  Gibson,  269  Mo.  point  by  Huntsville  v.  Phelps,  27  Ala. 
499,  168  S.  W.  673,  L.R.A.1915A  106.  55;  Titusville  v.  Brennan,  143  Pa.  St. 

5.  Keller  v.  State,  11  Md.  525,  69  642,  22  Atl.  893,  24  A.  S.  R.  680,  14 
Am.  Dec.  226,  reversed  on  rehearing  L.R.A.  100,  reversed  on  another  point 
in  12  Md.  322,  71  Am.  Dee.  596,  on  in  153  U.  S.  289,  14  S.  Ct.  829,  38  U. 
the  ground  that  the  statute  involved  S.  (L.  ed.)  719;  Sayre  v.  Phillips,  148 
had  been  repealed.  Pa.  St.  482,  24  AtL  76,  33  A.  S.  R.  842, 

6.  Foster  v.  Speed,  120  Tenn.  470,  16  L.B.A.  49. 
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go  to  the  extent  ot  restraining  some  occupations  ev^  to  the  point 
of  prohibiting  thum,*  the  rule  as  to  occupations  or  vocations  not 
detrimental  in  character  is  that  ordinances  enacted  and  enforced 
under  the  poUce  power  should  be  reasonablei^**  and  not  of  prohibitive 
force.''  As  to  businesses  or  occupations  of  this  type  generally^  if  it 
can  be  said  that  a  license  tax  is  not  so  excessive  as  dearly  to  miaoifeBt 
either  a  purpose  to  tax  or  prohibit  under  the  guise  of  license,  the 
ordinance  will  be  upheld  as  valid,'*  otherwise  not."  Ordinances 
having  no  real  or  substantial  relation  to  the  protection  of  the  public 
health,  the  public  morals,  or  the  public  safety  should  not  impose  an 
unnecessary  and  unreasonable  restriction  upon  the  use  of  private 
property,  or  commit  the  exercise  of  the  municipality's  legislative  dis- 
cretion to  property  owners  and  residents,  or  intrust  such  power  to 
the  caprice  of  certain  of  its  officers,  by  vesting  in  them  an  absolute 
or  despotic  power  to  grant,  refuse,  or  revoke  the  right  to  carry  on 
an  ordinary  legitimate  business.  Only  an  imperative  necessity  dictated 
by  a  regard  for  public  health,  morals  or  safety  could  justify  such  legis- 
lation. Purely  esthetic  considerations  are  not  sufficient.'*  Various 
constitutional  provisions  have  been  frequently  interposed,  sometimes 
successfully,  as  furnishing  a  limitation  either  directly  or  relatively 
upon  the  discretion  of  legislative  and  municipal  bodies  in  fixing  the 
amount  of  license  fees;  such  provisions  applying  of  course,  when 
deemed  applicable,  alike  to  state  and  to  municipal  licenses.  But  statu- 
tory and  charter  restrictions  upon  the  amount  of  license  fees  are,  of 
course,  applicable  to  municipal  licenses  only,  and  the  question  of  their 
existence  is  usually  one  of  statutory  construction.'* 

48.  Powers  Incident  to  Power  to  License. — While  it  is  a  rule  that 
the  power  to  license  or  to  impose  a  license  tax  must  rest  strictly  in  a 
grant  of  authority,'*  certain  incidental  powers  are  usually  conferred 
by  implication  if  not  expressly.  Accordingly,  where  express  authority 


10.  Troy  v.  Western  Union  Td.  Co.,  W.  417,  41  L.E.A.(N.S.)  737;  Mione- 
164  Ala.  482,  51  So.  523,  27  L.R.A.  sota  v.  Martin,  124  Minn.  498,  145 
(N.S.)  627;  Chicago  v.  Gunning  Sys-  N.  W.  383,  Ann.  Caa.  1915B  812  and 
tern,  214  lU.  628,  73  N.  E.  1035,  2  note,  51  L.R.A.(N.S.)  40;  State  v. 
Ann.  Caa.  892,  70  L.R.A.  230;  State  Danenberg,  151  N.  C,  718,  66  S.  E. 
V.  Rice,  115  Md.  317,  80  Atl.  1026,  301,  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  890;  In  re  Wat- 
Ann.  Cas.  1913A  1247,  36  I..R.A.  son,  17  S.  D.  486,  97  N.  W.  463,  2 
(N.S.)  344;  People  v.  mnge,  197  N.  T.  Ann.  Caa.  321  and  note. 

143,  90  N.  E.  451,  18  Ann.  Cas.  474,  Note:  16  L.R.A.  49. 

27  Ii.R.A.(N.S.)  528.  13.  Sperry,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Owensboro, 

Note:  30  L.R,A.  423.  151  Ky.  389, 151  8.  W.  932,  Ann.  Caa. 

11.  Fiscal  Court  v.  F.,  etc.,  Cox.  Co.,  1915A  373. 

132  Ky.  738,  117  S.  W.  296,  21  UR.A.  14.  Curran  BUI  Posting,  etc.,  Co.  v. 

(N.S.)  83.  Denver,  47  Colo.  221,  107  Pac.  261. 

Note:  30  L.R.A.  423.  27  Ii.R.A.(N.S.)  544. 

12.  Miller  v.  Birmingham,  151  Ala.  15.  Note:  30  L.R.A.  416,  423. 
469,  44  So.  388, 125  A  S.  R.  31;  Hig-  16.  See  supra,  par.  45. 
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is  given  to  inq>ose  a  license  tax  on  a  business  or  vocation  and  to  enact 
ordinances  for  the  regulation  and  enforcement  of  such  tax,  this,  by 
.necessary  implication,  carries  with  it  the  power  to  impose  penalties 
on  everyone  engaged  in  the  bu^ess  or  vocation  where  the  tax  hoB 
not  been  paid.'^  Likewise,  a  conferred  power  to  license  and  regulate 
carries  the  same  right  to  impose  a  penalty.*'  The  power  and  authority 
to  license  necessarily  implies  the  right  to  fix  the  amount  of  the  license 
fee;  *'  and  under  the  authority  to  license,  the  reasonable  cost  of  grant- 
ing a  license  may  be  properly  charged  to  the  persons  procuring  it, 
aluiou^  the  power  to  do  so  is  not  expressly  given  in  the  charter.'" 
A  city  may  under  tiie  power  to  regulate  adopt  such  regulations  as  are 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  public  health  or  conducive  to  the 
public  interest  or  welfare.*  For  ncample,  under  a  general  grant  of 
power  to  regulate  the  use  of  streets  a  city  has  authority  to  provide  for 
the  registoation  and  numbering  of  automobiles  using  such  slants, 
unless  the  exercise  of  that  power  is  forbidden  on  some  constitutional 
ground,'  While  municipal  bodies  are  at  times  granted  authority  to 
restrain  or  even  to  prohibit  certain  classes  of  business  of  a  detrimental 
nature,'  it  has  been  held  that  their  authority  "to  license  and  regulate" 
the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  'does  not  include  the  authority  to  pro- 
hibit it  absolutely.* 

49.  Power  of  Villages,  Councils  and  Officers. — ^While  ordinarily 
delegation  of  legislative  authority  to  license  or  to  impose  license  taxes 
or  fees  is  made  to  municipal  corporations,  the  state  is  not  circum- 
scribed, except  by  the  provisions  of  its  constitution,  in  its  power  to 
invest  other  bodies  or  officers  with  authority  in  this  respect.  Instances 
may  be  noted  therefore  of  such  delegation  of  authority  to  such  quasi 
municipal  corporations  as  towns  and  boroughs,'  to  boards  or  councils,' 

17.  Denver  City  R.  Co.  v.  Denver,  790,  69  L.R.A.  345. 

21  Colo.  350,  41  Pac.  826,  52  A.  S.  Note :  24  L.R.A.  684. 

R.  239,  29  L.R.A.  608;  Emporia  v.  2.  See  Autouobiles,  vol.  2,  p.  1173. 

Becker,  76  Kan.  181,  90  Pac.  798,  12  3.  See  supra,  par.  46,  47, 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  946  and  note;  People  v.  4.  Ex  parte  Sikes,  102  Ala.  173,  15 

MulboUand,  82  N.  Y.  324,  37  Am.  Rep.  So.  522,  24  L.R.A.  774. 

668;  Cincinnati  v.  Bitsod,  15  Ohio  5.  Dodge  v.  Guidinger,  87  Neb.  349, 

625,  45  Am.  Dec.  593.  127  N.  W.  122,  138  A.  S.  B.  494; 

18.  St.  Jobnsbury  ?.  Tbompson,  69  Applewold  t.  Dosch,  239  Pa.  St.  479, 
Vt.  300,  9  Atl.  571,  59  Am.  Rep.  731.  86  AO.  1070,  Ann.  Caa.  1914D  481; 

19.  Schmidt  v,  Indianapolis,  168  Ind.  Phoebus  v.  Manhattan  Social  Club,  105 
631,  80  N.  E.  632,  120  A.  S.  R.  385,  Va.  144,  62  S.  E.  839,  8  Ann.  Cas. 
14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  787.  667. 

20.  Welch  V.  Hotchkiss,  39  Conn,  6.  Matthews  v.  Mnrphy,  63  S.  W. 
140,  12  Am.  Rep.  383.  786,  23  Ky.  L.  Rep.  750,  54  L.R.A. 

1.  Jacksonville  v.  Ledwith,  26  Fla.  415;  State  v.  Loden,  117  Md.  373,  83 
163,  7  So,  885,  23  A.  S.  R.  558,  9  Atl.  564,  Ann.  Cas.  1913E  1300,  40 
L.R.A.  69;  People  t.  Schneider,  139  L,R.A.(N.S.}  193;  People  v.  Health 
Mioh.  673, 103  N.  W.  172,  6  Ann.  Cas.  Dept,  189  N.  Y.  187,  82  N.  E.  187, 
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coramissionera/  and  other  bodies  or  officers.*  Following  the  gen- 
eral rule,  the  power  of  such  bodies  or  officers  does  not  exist  in 
the  absence  of  legislative  authority ;  *  and  they  are  subject  to  the  same 
rules  and  Hmitatiozts  as  apply  to  delegation  of  aHthority  to  municipal 
bodies.^*  The  designating  of  an  officer  to  determine  facts  or  con- 
ditions governing  the  question  as  to  whether  a  license  should  or  should 
not  be  granted  does  not  deprive  the  applicant  for  a  license  of  any 
constitutional  right Such  authority  does  not  vest  in  the  board  of 
examiners  power  to  prescribe  varying  standards  of  qualifications  for 
different  applicants,  or  arbitrarily  to  grant  or  refuse  a  license  at  will. 
Instances  of  this  character  illustrate  rather  a  delegation  of  an  adminis- 
trative or  executive  function^  and  such  acts  do  not  therefore  violate 
any  constitutional  proviaon  forbidding  a  subdelegation  of  -legislative 
authority."  It  has  been  held  that  a  provision  in  an  ordinance  making 
a  city  coimcil  the  judge  of  the  fitness  of  an  applicant  to  receive  a 
license,  and  giving  such  council  the  right  to  refuse  a  license  to  all  per- 
sons deemed  by  them  unfit  to  carry  on  such  business,  thereby  prohibits 
such  persons  from  engaging  in  such  business,  but  is  not  a  prohibition 
against  the  business.**  If  discretionary  power  is  given  to  an  officer  in 
the  matter  of  granting  or  refusing  a' license,  he  has  a  right  to  refuse 
the  applioatdon  where  the  facets  would  warrant  a  refusal.  If  no  such 
power  is  given,  it  is  his  duty  to  issue  the  license;  and,  in  either  case, 
what  may  have  been  done  in  other  instances,  by  himself  or  predeces- 
sors, should  in  no  way  influence  or  control  his  action.'* 

50.  Distinction  between  Regulation  and  Taxation. — A  vital  dis- 
tinction exists  between  the  power  to  tax  occupations  under  the  form 

13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  894;  State  v.  Briggs,  11.  Gundling  v.  Chicago,  176  HI.  340, 
45  Ore.  3B6,  77  Pac  750,  78  Pac.  361,  52  N.  E.  44,  48  L.R.A.  230;  SUte  v. 


7.  Iowa  Eclectie  Medical  College  1077,  83  A.  S.  B.  468,  54  L.R.A.  950; 
A8S*n  V.  Schrader,  87  la.  659,  55  N.  St.  Louis  v.  Liessing,  190  Mo.  464,  89 
W.  24,  20  L.E.A.  355;  SUte  Racing  S.  W.  611,  109  A.  S.  R.  774,  4  Ann. 
Commission  v.  Latonia  Agricultural  Cas.  112,  1  LJl.A.(N.S.)  918;  State 
Ass'n,  136  Ky.  173,  123  S.  W.  681,  v.  Briggs,  45  Ore.  366,  77  Pac  750, 
25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  905;  State  v.  Mc-  78  Pac.  361,  2  Ann.  Cas.  424  and  note. 
Mahon,  69  Minn.  265,  72  N.  W.  79,  12.  People  v.  Roth,  249  111.  532,  94 
38  UR.A.  675;  Bankers'  Life  Ins.  Co.  N.  E.  953,  Ann.  Cas.  1912 A  100; 
v.  Howland,  73  Vt  1,  48  Atl.  435,  57  Wright  v.  May,  127  Minn.  150,  140 
L.R.A.  374.  N.  W.  9,  L.R.A.1915B  151;  State  v. 

8.  GundUng  v.  Chicago,  176  HI.  340,  Thompson,  160  Mo.  333,  60  S.  W.  1077, 
52  N.  E.  44,  48  L.R.A.  230.  33  A..S.  R.  468,  54  L.RJl.  950;  State 

9.  Applewold  V.  Dosch,  239  Pa.  St.  v.  Briggs,  45  Ore.  3G6,  77  Pac.  760, 
479,  86  AU.  1070,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  78  Pac.  361,  2  Ann.  Cas.  424.  See 
481.  See  supra,  par.  45,  aa  to  general  infra,  par.  52,  as  to  subdel^ation  of 
rule.  legislative  authority. 

10.  See  infra,  par,  50,  53,  as  to  13.  Darby  v.  Pence,  17  Idaho  697, 
power  to  tai  for  revenue;  and  infra,  107  Pac.  484,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1194. 
par.  59  et  seq.,  as  to  tax  for  revmue  14.  People  v.  Van  Cleave,  183  UL 


2  Ann.  Cas.  424. 


Thompson,  160  Mo.  333,  60  S.  W. 


under  guise  of  police  powers. 


330,  55  N.  E.  698,  47  L.R.A.  795. 
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of  a  license,  which,  by  reason  of  the  character  of  the  occupation,  is 
subject  to  police  regalation,  and  the  power  to  tax  what  are  termed 

useful  trades  and  employments  under  the  guise  of  a  license.  It  is 
well  settled  that  the  license  required  of  useful  employmente  can  carry 
with  it  only  such  f  ee  os  is  necessary  to  pay  the  expenses  of  licensing, 
including  reasonable  compensation  for  the  additional  expense  of 
municipal  supervifaon  over  the  particular  business  or  vocation ; 
whereas,  the  exaction  of  license  fees  for  revenue  purposes  is  the  exer- 
cise of  the  power  of  taxation,  and,  as  such,  comes  within  the  pro- 
visions of  the  constitution  limiting  the  exercise  of  that  power.'*  While 
a  constitutional  restriction  as  to  the  amount  of  a  license  fee  is  im- 
perative, it  is  obvious  from  the  nature  of  the  distinction  so  drawn 
that  direct  restrictions  as  to  the  amount  of  taxes  which  can  be  levied 
do  not  apply  to  licenses  unless  they  are  imposed  for  the  purpose  of 
revenue."  Especially  is  this  distinction  true  when  the  attempt  is 
made  to  discriminate  between  occupations  alike  in  principle,  but  dif- 
fering only  in  mode  of  operation  in  some  trifling  particular. Under 
this  genenil  rule,  if  the  authority  of  a  body  is  limited  to  the  mere 
licensing  of  an  occupation  or  business,  its  ordinances  passed  as  revenue 
measures  are  void;*'  And  an  exercise  of  the  power  of  taxation  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  revenue  or  undue  restoaint  or  prohibition  of  a 
business  will  not  be  saved  from  the  constitutional  restrictions  that 
apply  to  it  as  the  imposition  of  a  tax  by  its  designation  in  the  statute 
as  a  "license  fee."      Where  license  taxes  are  imposed  for  revenue  or 

IB.  Davia  v.  Petrmovich,  112  Ala.  75  S.  C.  62,  55  S.  E.  136,  U7  A.  S. 

654,  %1  So.  344,  36  L.R.A.  615;  Ft.  B.  885,  9  Ann.  Cas.  1003;  SeatUe  v. 

Smith  V.  Hont,  72  Ark.  556,  82  S.  W.  Dencker,  58  Wash.  501, 108  Pac.  1086, 

163,  105  A.  S.  B.  51,  66  L.R.A.  238;  137  A.  S.  B.  1076,  28  L.BA.(N.S.) 

Waters-Pierce  Oil  Co.  v.  Hot  Springs,  446. 

85  Ark.  509, 109  S.  W.  293, 16  L.R.A.  Note:  34  Am.  Dim.  638. 

(K.S.)  1035;  Ex  parte  Dickey,  144  16.  LonisvUle,  etc,  B.  Co.  v.  Bald- 

Cal.  234,  77  Pac.  924,  103  A.  S.  B.  win,  85  Ala.  619,  5  So.  311,  7  L.B.A. 

82,  1  Ann.  Cas.  428  »nd  note,  66  266;  Jacksonville  v.  Ledwith,  26  Fla. 

L.B.A.  928;  Morton  v.  Macon,  111  Qa.  163,  7  So.  885,  23  A.  S.  B.  558,  9 

162,  36  8.  E.  627,  50  L.BJL.  485;  L.R.A.  69;  Ottumwa  v.  Zekind,  95  la. 

SUte  V.  Ashbrook,  154  Mo.  375,  55  622,  64  N.  W.  646,  58  A.  S.  B.  447, 

S.  W.  627,  77  A.  S.  R.  765,  48  L.BA.  29  L.R.A.  734;  Ellis  v.  Frazier,  38 

265;  St.  Lonis  v.  Orafeman  Dairy  Co.,  Ore.  462,  63  Pae.  642,  53  L.B.A.  454; 

190  Mo.  492,  89  S.  W.  617,  1  LlB.A.  Laurens  t.  Anderson,  75  S.  C.  62,  55 

(N.S.)  936;  Johnson  v.  Gi«at  Falls,  S.  E.  136,  117  A.  S.  R.  885,  9  Ann. 

38  Mont.  369,  99  Pac.  1059,  16  Ann.  Cas.  1003. 

Cas.  974;  Bosenbloom  v.  State,  64  Neb.  17.  Note:  30  L.R.A.  420  et  seq. 

342,  89  N.  W.  1053,  57  L.RJI.  922;  18.  Seattle  v.  Dencker,  58  Wash.  501, 

State  V.  Boyd,  63  Neb.  829,  89  N.  W.  108  Pac.  1086,  137  A.  S.  B.  1076,  28 

417,  58  L.RA.  108;  Hughes  v.  SneU,  L.R.A.(N.S.)  446. 

28  Okla.  828, 115  Pac.  1105,  Ann.  Cas.  19.  See  supra,  par.  45,  46. 

1912D  374,  34  L.B.A.(N.S.)  1133;  EI-  20.  State  v.  A^brook,  154  Ma  375, 

lis  V.  Frazier,  38  Ore.  462,  63  Pac.  642,  55  S.  W.  627,  77  A.  S.  Bw  765,  48 

53  L.B.A.  464;  Laurens  v.  Anderson,  L.B.A.  265. 
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municipal  puiposes,  they  should  be  uniform  as  to  daas.^  It  is  not 
a  valid  objection  to  an  ordinance  that  it  partakes  of  both  the  character 

of  a  regulation  and  also  that  of  an  excise  or  privilege  tax.  If  the 
state  authorizes  both  regulation  and  taxation,  it  cannot  be  maintained 
that  the  enforcement  of  the  ordinance  violates  any  provision  of  the 
federal  constitution.'  When  an  ordinance  on  its  face  purports  to 
impose  a  license  tax  on  an  occupation  under  an  exercise  of  the  police 
power,  it  will  be  presumed  that  it  imposes  an  occupation  tax,  and  not 
a  tax  for  revenue;  *  but  a  tax  imposed  under  a  general  taxing  ordi- 
nance is  presumed  to  be  for  revenue  alone,  unless  the  contrary  is  made 
clearly  to  appear.  To  construe  a  general  taxing  ordinance  as  a  police, 
regulation,  it  must  be  shown  that  the  tax  collected  thereunder  is 
devoted  to  the  expense  incident  to  carrying  out  its  provisions.* 

51.  Power  of  Municipalities  to  Grant  Honopolies. — It  is  a  general 
rule  that  a  municipal  corporation  cannot,  under  the  authority  granted 
to  it  to  regulate  any  particular  business  or  occupation,  restrict  that 
business  in  such  a  way  as  to  create  a  monopoly  in  some  individual 
or  corporation.*  The  vice  in  the  creation  of  a  monopoly  is  that  it 
confers  a  grant  that  is  in  the  nature  of  a  perpetuity,  and  not  a  license 
revocable  at  the  will  of  the  municipality.*  And  so  it  is  that  while  a 
municipality  may,  under  a  conferred  power  to  license  useful  occupa- 
tions, impose,  for  the  purpose  of  regulation,  any  reasonable  restriction, 
the  exercise  of  the  occupation  must,  however,  remain  open  to  all  who 
are  willing  to  comply  with  tiie  terms  and  conditions.^  This  is  the 
rule  where  the  mere  power  to  license  is  conferred.  But  where  the 
power  to  refuse  licenses  is  also  conferred,  it  has  been  held  that  this 
rule  is  not  applicable,  for  the  reason,  it  is  contended,  tiiat  the  power 
to  refuse  licenses  necessarily  gives  the  power  to  Umit  the  issuance 
of  licenses.  Under  this  distinction,  it  has  been  held  that  if  a  city  coun- 
cil has  power  to  limit  the  issuance  of  licenses,  it  may,  in  its  discretion, 

1.  MagneaD  t.  Fremont,  30  Neb.  843,  4.  Robinson  t.  Norfolk,  108  Va.  14, 
47  N.  W.  280, 27  A.  8.  R.  436,  9  L.R.A.  60  S.  E.  762,  128  A.  8.  R.  034,  15 
786,  overruled  on  another  point  by  L.R.A.(N.8.)  294. 

Rosenbloom  t.  State,  64  Neb.  342,  89     6.  Chicago  v.  Rompff,  45  HI.  90,  92 

N.  W.  1053,  57  L.R.A.  922.    See  so-  Am.  Dee.  196  and  note;  liogan  v. 

pra,  par.  30,  as  to  rule  of  uniformity  Pyne,  43  la.  524,  22  Am.  Rep.  261; 

generally ;  and  supra,  par.  11,  as  to  the  Louisiana  Const.,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Illinois 

constitutional  rule  of  uniformity  ap-  Cent.  R.  Co.,  49  La.  Aun.  527,  21  So. 

plying  where  license  is  deemed  a  tax.  891,  37  L.R.A.  661.  See  supra,  par.  40 

2.  Gundling  v.  Chicago,  177  U.  S.  et  seq.  as  to  exdusive  privileges  and 
183,  20  S.  Ct  633,  44  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  immunities  generally. 

725;  Hodge  v.  Muscatine  County,  196  6.  Louisiaiia  Const.,  etc,  Co.  t. 

U.  S.  276,  25  8.  Ct  237,  49  U.  S.  (L.  Illinois  Cent  R.  Co.,  49  La.  Ann.  527, 

ed.)  477.  21  So.  891,  37  L.R.A.  661. 

S.  Oil  City  V.  Oil  City  Trust  Co.,  151  7.  Chicago  v.  Rnmpff,  45  HI  00,  92 

Pa.  St.  454,  25  Atl.  124,  31  A.  8.  R.  Am.  Dec.  196  and  note. 
770. 
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and  with  a  view  to  promotiDg  the  public  interest,  bind  itself  con- 
tract with  a  person  licensed  to  issue  no  other  license.^ 

52.  Subdelegation  of  Authority. — ^Undeor  ihe  American  system  of 
constitutional  government  whereby  the  lawmaking  power  is  assigned 
exclusivdy  to  the  legislature,  it  is  a  cardinal  principle  that  such 
power  cannot  be  delegated/  and  therefore  any  statute  attempting  to 
vest  in  a  board,  officer,  or  tribunal  arbitrary  powet  to  issue  or  with- 
hold permission  or  license  to  practice  any  trade,  profession,  or  calling 
without  regard  to  discretion,  in  the  legal  sense  of  that  term,  or  with- 
out regard  to  the  qualifications  of  the  applicant,  is  void.^*  Moreover, 
a  municipal  corporation  cannot  commit  to  certain  of  its  officers  an 
arbitrary  power  to  revoke  or  decline  to  renew  a  license.^^  The  author- 
ities are  directly  to  the  purport  that  in  the  regulation  and  licensing 
of  trad^,  occupations,  callings,  and  professions  which  affect  the  public 
welfare  the  legislature  must  enact  the  law  necessary  to  accomplish 
tihe  object  in  view;  but  it  may  be  carried  into  execution  by  some 
officer  or  board  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  such  officer  or  board 
may  be  authorized  to  prescribe  the  qualifications  of  those  desiring  to 
follow  such  callings  or  professions.**  Under  this  rule  it  has  been 
held  that  ^n  ordinance  for  the  regulation  of  public  dance  halls  is  not 
invalid  because  it  confers  power  on  a  police  officer  to  stop  a  dance 
if  any  provision  of  the  ordinance  is  violated,  an  indecent  Eict  is  com- 
mitted, or  any  disorder  of  a  gross,  violent,  or  vulgar  character  exists.^* 
Public  policy  forbids  that  a  city  government  should  be  allowed  to  part 
with  any  of  its  powers  the  exercise  of  which  may  be  necessary  to 
secure  and  conserve  the  public  welfare,  and  any  violation  of  this 
policy  necessarily  tends  to  an  impairm^t  of  the  usefulness  and  effi- 
ciency of  the  city  government,  and  consequently  to  defeat  in  a  greater 
or  less  degree  tiie  very  purposes  for  which  it  was  created.**  The 
question  whether  a  delegation  of  power  has  been  made  to  the  mayor 
of  a  city  by  the  common  council  is  not  a  federal  question  for  review 

8.  Burlington,  etc.,   Ferry  Co.  v.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  544. 

Davis.  48  la.  133,  30  Am.  Rep.  390.        12.  People  v.  Mulholland,  82  N.  Y. 

9.  See  CONSTiluTiOKAL  I^w,  vol.  6,  324,  37  Am.  Rep.  568 ;  State  v.  Briggs, 


10.  MuDson  V.  Colorado  Springs,  35  2  Ann.  Cas.  424 ;  Mehlos  v.  Milwaukee, 
Cofo.  506,  84  Pac  683,  0  Ann.  Cas.  156  Wis.  591,  146  N.  W.  882,  Ann. 
970,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  432  and  note;  Cas.  1915G 1102, 51  UK.A.(N.S.)  1009 
Bear  t.  Cedar  Rapids,  147  la.  341,126  and  note. 

N.  W.  324,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1150;  13.  Mehlos  v.  MUwankee,  156  Wis. 

State  V.  Briggs  45  Ore.  366,  77  Pac  591,  146  N.  W.  882,  Ann.  Gas.  1915C 

750,  78  Pac.  361,  2  Ann.  Cas.  424.  1102,  51  LJl.A.(N.S.)  1009  and  note. 

Note:  20  L.R.A.  721.  14.  Note:  36  LJLA.  609. 

11.  Curran  Bill  Posting,  etc.,  Co.  t. 
Denver,  47  Colo.  221, 107  Pac.  261,  27 
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on  writ  of  error  by  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  to  a  stcUe 
court" 

53.  License  for  Revenue  Purposes  under  Specific  Grants  of  Power.^ — 
As  a  corollary  of  the  general  rule  distinguishing  between  a  license 
and  a  tax,  authority  to  tax  for  revenue  purposes  is  not  conferred 
on  a  municipality  by  a  grant  to  it  of  power  '*to  license,"  or  to 
"license  and  regulate,"  or  "to  control  and  regulate,"  "  or  merely 
"to  regulate"  certain  occupations,**  unless  the  charter  of  the  munici- 
pality as  a  whole  when  considered  in  connection  with  the  general 
legislation  of  the  state  discloses  an  intention  to  authorize  licenses 
for  purposes  of  revenue.*"  Furthermore,  the  power  to  impose  a 
license  or  privilege  tax  for  revenue  on  the  pursuit  of  a  business  or 
occupatioD  does  not  exist  in  a  city  by  virtue  of  a  conferred  power 
solely  for  police  purposes.*  But  a  license  fee  may  be  imposed  either 
for  regulation  or  for  revenue,  where  the  city  has  Uie  power  to  license, 
regulate  and  tax; '  or  to  license  business  for  the  purposes  of  regula- 
tion and  revenue  without  limitation  as  to  the  amount  of  the  tax.* 
The  raising  of  revenue  by  license  taxes  is  permitted  by  a  statute  author- 

15.  Gundling  v.  Chicago,  177  U.  S.  the  whole  charter  and  the  general  legis- 
183,  20  S.  Ct.  633,  44  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  lation  of  the  state) ;  and  see  also  con- 
725.  tra,  Abraham  v.  Rosebui:g,  65  Ore. 

16.  Ottumwa  v.  Zekind,  95  la.  622,  359,  105  Pac.  401,  Ann.  •  Gas.  1912A 
64  N.  W.  646,  58  A.  S.  R.  447,  29  597;  Fleetwood  v.  Read,  21  Wash.  547, 
L.R.A.  734;  Jackson  v.  Newman,  59  58  Pac.  665,  47  L.R.A.  205. 

Miss.  385,  42  Am.  Rep.  367;  Hoefling  18.  Wisconsin  Telephone  Co.  v.  Mil- 
V.  San  Antonio,  85  Tex.  228,  20  8.  W.  waukee,  126  Wis.  1,  104  N.  W.  1009, 
85,  16  L.R.A.  608;  Wisconsin  Tele-  110  A.  S.  E.  886,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  581 
phone  Co.  v.  Wilwankee,  126  Wis.  1,  and  note. 

104  N.  W.  1009,  110  A.  8.  R.  886,  1  19.  JacksonvUle  v.  Ledwitb,  28  Fla. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  581.  163,  7  So.  885,  23  A.  8-  R.  558,  9 

Notes:  129  A.  8.  R.  259,  268  ;  30  L.R.A.  69;  Ex  parte  Gregory,  20  Tex. 
L.R.A.  429;  2  Ann.  Cas.  314.  App.  210,  54  Am.  Rep.  516. 

See  supra,  par.  50.  Note:  2  Ann.  Cas.  314. 

17.  Ottumwa  v.  Zekind,  95  la.  622,      20.  Note:  2  Ann.  Cas.  314. 

64  N.  W.  646,  58  A.  S.  R.  447,  29  1.  Fayetteville  v.  Carter,  52  Ark. 
L.R.A.  734;  Littlefield  v.  State,  42  Neb.  301,  12  S.  W.  573,  6  L.R.A.  509;  Ft. 
223,  60  N.  W.  724,  47  A.  S.  R.  697  Smith  v.  Hunt,  72  Ark.  556,  82  S.  W. 
and  note,  28  L.R.A.  588;  Cincinnati  v.  163,  105  A.  S.  R.  51,  66  L.R.A.  238; 
Bryson,  15  Ohio  625,  45  Am.  Dee.  593.  San  Fran6isco  v.  Liverpool,  etc.,  Ins. 

Notes:  30  LiR.A.  429;  2  Ann.  Cas.  Co.,  74  Cal.  113,  15  Pac.  380,  5  A.  S. 
314.  R.  425;  Fleetwood  v.  Read,  21  Wash. 

But  see  for  the  opposing  rule,  Ex  547,  58  Pac.  6Gj,  47  L.R.A.  205. 
parte  Frank,  52  Cal.  606,  28  Am.  Rep.      Note:  2  Ann.  Cas.  314. 
642  (holding' that  a  statute  authorizing      2.  Qundling  v.  Chicago,  177  U.  8. 
municipal  anthorities  to  license  and  183,  20  S.  Ct.  633,  44  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
regulate  such  callings,  trades  and  em-  725. 

ployments  as  the  pablic  good  may  re-      Note:  2  Ann.  Cas.  315. 
(|uire  will  empower  tiiem  to  exact  a     3.  Stull  v.  De  Mattos,  23  Wash.  71, 
bcense  for  revenue  purposes,  if  that  62  Pac  451,  61  L.R.A.  892. 
construction  is  not  inconsistent  with 
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izing  licenses  "for  any  lawful  purpose,"  especially  when  considered 
with  other  statutory  provisions  which  expressly  provide  that  cities 
of  some  classes  may  issue  Ucenses  for  piurposes  of  revenue  as  well  aa 
of  regulation  of  business.^  It  is  obvious  fhat  under  a  power  to 
restrain  or  prohibit  a  much  wider  authority  is  given  than  exists 
under  a  mere  power  to  regulate.*  But  it  has  been  held  that  even  the 
comprehensive  enumeration  of  powers  given  by  charter  "to  pass  by- 
laws and  ordinances  to  license,  control,  regulate,  or  prohibit  a  business 
or  traffic,  within  a  municipality/'  does  not  include  a  tax  for  revenue 
purposes.'  As  it  is  elementary  that  every  license  tax  is  imposed  for 
raising  revenue,  or  as  a  police  regulation,  or  for  both  purposes,'  it  is 
a  matter  of  indifference  whether  a  license  fee  is  exacted  under  the 
power  to  regulate  or  the  power  to  tax,  if  the  power  to  do  either  exists.* 
54.  Discretion  in  Fixing  Amount;  Review  by  Courts. — ^If  the  legi»- 
lature  has  the  legal  right  to  impose  a  privilege  tax  the  amount  of 
the  imp<eition  is  a  matter  within  its  discretion.*  Ordinarily,  how- 
ever, this  discretionary  authority  in  respect  of  licenses  is  conferred 
on  the  municipal  authorities,^"  and  it  is  a  rule  that,  whether  the 
license  be  imposed  as  a  police  regulation  or  as  a  revenue  measure,^^ 
the  courte  will  not  review  the  action  of  the  lawmakers  unless  an 
abuse  of  such  discretion  is  obvious."  Under  the  power  to  r^;ulate 
the  presumption  is,  unless  the  contrary  appears,  that  the  fee  is  reason- 
able; ^*  and  this  is  almost  the  equivalent  of  saying  that  in  the  exw- 


4.  Fleetwood  v.  Read,  21  Waab.  547, 
58  Pac.  665,  47  L.R.A.  205. 
6.  .Note:  30  L.R.A.  437  et  seq. 

6.  Muhlenbrinck  v.  Long  Branch,  42 
N.  J.  L.  364,  36  Am.  Rep.  518. 

7.  Johnson  v.  Great  Falls,  38  Mont. 
369,  99  Pae.  1059, 16  Ann.  Cas.  974. 

8.  Wiggins  Ferry  Co.  v.  East  St. 
Louis,  107  U.  S.  365,  2  S.  Ct.  257,  27 
V.  S.  (L.  ed.)  419;  Ex  parte  Byles, 
93  Ark.  612, 126  S.  W.  94,  37  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  774. 

9.  Knoxville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Harris, 
99  Tenn.  684,  43  S.  W.  115,  53  L.E.A. 
921 

lb.  St.  Paul  V.  Colter,  12  Minn.  41, 
90  Am.  Dec,  278;  Marshall  v.  Snediker, 
25  Tex.  460,  78  Am.  Dec.  534. 

Note:  129  A.  S.  R.  250. 

See  supra,  par.  43,  aa  to  delegation 
/f  powers  generally;  and  see  Constitu- 
tional Law,  vol.  6,  p.  170,  for  con- 
sideration of  questions  relating  to  the 
constitutionality  of  statutes  or  ordi- 
nances vesting  discretion  as  to  the 
granting  of  licenses. 


>  11.  Note:  129  A.  S.  R.  261. 

12.  Troy  v.  Western  Union  Tel.  Co., 
164  Ala.  482,  51  So."  523,  27  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  627;  Es  parte  Frank,  52  CaL 
606,  28  Am.  Rep.  642;  Atkins  v.  Phil- 
lips, 26  Fla.  281,  8  So.  429,  10  L.R.A. 
158;  Schmidt  v.  Indianapolis,  168  Ind. 
631,  80  N.  E.  632,  120  A.  S.  R.  385, 
14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  787;  Hager  v.  Walk- 
er, 128  Ky.  1,  107  S.  W.  254,  129  A. 

5.  R.  238  and  note,  15  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
195;  Grand  Rapids  v.  Braudy,  105 
Mich.  670,  64  N.  W.  29,  55  A.  S.  R. 
472,  32  L.R.A.  116;  People  v.  Grant, 
157  Mich.  24,  121  N.  W.  300,  133 
A.  S.  R.  329;  Minneota  v.  Martin, 
124  Minn.  498,  145  N.  W.  383,  Ann. 
Cas.  1915B  812,  51  L.R.A.(N.S.)  40 
and  note. 

Notes:  129  A.  S.  R.  261;  30  L.R.A. 
439;  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  627. 

As  to  the  finality  of  legislatiTe  dis- 
cretion, see  CONSTITUTIOHAL  Law,  TOl 

6,  pp.  155-156. 

13.  Van  Hook  v.  Selma,  70  Ala. 
361,  45  Am.  Rep.  85;  Fayetteville  t. 


Digitized  by  Google 


t 


$  56  UCENSES  17  R.  C.  U 

cise  of  the  power  to  regulate,  a  coBsLderable  latitude  will  be  allowed 
for  the  exercise  of  legislative  discretion  over  the  subject.^*  Of  course, 
where  license  fees  are  fixed  as  to  their  amount  when  imposed,  not  by 
municipal  ordinance  without  legislative  authority,  hut  by  the  state 
through  legislative  enactment,  they  are  thereby  conclusively  estab- 
lished by  tiie  statute,  and  cannot  be  reviewed  by  the  courts.'^  To 
determine  the  amount  of  revenue  required  for  Uie  needs  of  a  munici- 
pality, when  not  limited  by  constitutional  barriers,  is  within  the  sole 
discretion  of  the  legislative  authorities,  and  the  courts  have  no  war- 
rant to  interfere  with  that  discretion.^*  Whether  the  amount  of  a 
license  fee  or  tax  is  reasonable  is  a  question  of  law  for.  the  court, 
though  it  is  not  improper  for  the  court  to  submit  the  question  to  the 
jury." 

55.  Discretionary  Power  to  Grant  or  Refuse  Licenses;  Revisory 
Authority  of  Courts. — It  is  a  general  principle  of  law  that  it  is  the 
province  of  the  legislature  to  determine  whether  the  conditions  exist 
which  warrant  the  exercise  of  the  police  power;  but  the  question  as 
to  what  are  proper  subjects  of  its  exercise  is  clearly  a  judicial  one.^* 
In  general,  the  only  limitation  of  the  power  of  a  municipality  in 
granting  or  refusing  to  grant  a  license  is  that  it  must  be  escercised 
in  a  reasonable,  lawful  and  constitutional  manner.  If  these  limita- 
tions are  not  transgressed  courts  will  not  interfere  with  the  ordinances 
of  a  municipality,  as  its  council  must  be  allowed  a  reasonable  dia- 
cretion,  for  the  proper  and  wholesome  exercise  of  which  they  are 
accountable  primarily  to  the  pe(5^1e  whom  they  represent  and  not 
to  the  courts.'*    However,  when  the  fundamental  principles  of  law 


Carter,  52  Ark.  301,  12  S.  W.  573,  6  Pac.  451,  51  L.R.A.  892. 
L.R.A.  509;  Ft.  Smith  v.  Hunt,  72     17.  Postal  Tel.  Cable  Co.  v.  New 
Ark.  556,  82  S.  W.  163,  105  A.  S.  R.  Hope,  192  U.  S.  55,  24  S.  Ct  204,  48 
51,  66  L.R.A.  238;  Denver  City  R.  Co.  U.  S.  {L.  ed.)  338. 
V.  Denver,  21  Colo.  350,  41  Atl.  820,      Note;  Ann.  Cas.  1915B  815. 
52  A.  S.  R.  239,  29  L.R.A.  608;  Little-      18.  Ex  parte  Wliitwell,  98  Cal.  73, 
field  V.  State,  42  Neb.  223,  60  N.  W.  32  Pac.  870,  35  A.  S.  R.  152, 19  L.R.A. 
724,  47  A.  S.  R.  697,  28  L.R.A.  588  ;  727;  Price  v.  People,  193  lU.  114,  61 
Sperry,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Melton,  69  W.  Va.  N.  E.  844,  86  A.  S,  R.  306,  55  I*R.A. 
124,  71  S.  E.  19,  34  L.R.A.(N.S.)  688,  overruled  on  another  point  by 
433.  Mathews  v.  People,  202  111.  389,  67 

Note:  30  L.R.A.  432.  N.  E.  28,  95  A.  S.  R.  241,  63  L.R.A. 

14.  Higgins  v.  Lacroix,  119  Minn.  73;  Oil  City  v.  OH  City  Trust  Co., 
145,  137  N.  W.  417,  41  L.R.A.(N.S.)  151  Pa.  St.  454,  25  AU.  124,  31  A.  S. 
737;  Littlefield  v.  State,  42  Neb.  223,  R.  770;  In  re  Aubrey,  36  Waah.  308, 
60  N.  W.  724,  47  A.  S.  a  687,  28  78  Pac.  900,  104  A.  S.  R.  952,  1  Ann. 
L.R.A.  588.  Cas.  927;  Bennett  v.  Vallier,  136  Wis. 

15.  State  V.  Harrington,  68  Vt.  622,  193, 116  N.  W.  885, 128  A.  S.  B.  1061| 
35  AU.  515,  34  L.R.A.  100.  17  L.R.A.(N.8.)  486. 

16.  Newton  v.  Atchison,  31  Kan.  19.  O'Maley  v.  Freeport,  96  Pa.  St 
151,  1  Pac  288.  47  Am.  Rep.  486;  24,  42  Am.  Rep.  627. 

SttiU  V.  De  Ifattn,  23  Wash.  71,  62 
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are  violated  to  the  extent  of  depriving  a  citizen  of  his  consUtutional 
rights,  it  is  the  duty  of  a  court  to  intervene  in  his  behalf.'** 

56.  Expense  and  Cost  of  Inspection  as  Test  of  Reasonableness; 
Modified  Rule. — It  is  a  well  settled  rule  in  many  jorisdictions  that  a 
license  fee  may  be  of  sufficient  amount  to  include  the  expense  of  iasu- 
ing  the  license  and  the  cost  of  the  necessary  inspection  or  police 
surveillance  connected  with  the  business  or  calling  licensed;^  and 
that  the  exaction  of  sums  in  excess  of  such  expenses  is,  in  effect, 
nothing  else  than  a  tax  on  the  business.*  But  where  the  ordinance 
conforms  to  the  rule,  charges  thus  imposed  are  in  no  sense  a  tax, 
fine  or  penalty,  but  a  legitimate  fee  charged  for  services  rendered,' 
including  ihe  expenses  which  may  be  incurred  in  the  enforcement  of 
such  police  inflections  or  superintendence  as  may  be  lawfully  exer- 
cised over  the  business.  'Under  this  rule,  in  fixing  the  fee  it  is  proper 
and  reasonable,  however,  to  take  into  account  not  (mly  the  expense 
of  direct  regulation,  but  all  the  incidental  conaequracea  that  may  be 
likely  to  subject  the  public  to  cost  in  consequence  of  the  business 
liceii^.*  As  A  general  rule,  at  least  with  reference  to  employments 
not  requiring  restaraint,  a  fee  which  is  disproportionate  to  the  cost 


20.  Ex  parte  WhitweU,  98  Cal.  73,  Higgins  v.  Lacroix,  119  Minn.  145, 137 

32  Pac.  870,  35  A.  S.  E.  152, 19  L.R.A.  N.  W.  417,  41  L.B.A.(N.S.)  737;  Min- 

727;  Jacksonville  v.  Ledwith,  26  Fla.  neota  v.  Martin,  124  Minn.  498,  145 

163,  7  So.  835,  23  A.  S.  R.  558,  9  N.  W.  383,  Ann.  Cas.  1915B  812,  51 

L.R.A.  69;  Iowa  City  t.  Qlassman,  L.R.A.(N.S.)  40;  State  v.  Moore,  113 

155  la.  671,  136  N.  W.  899,  40  L.R.A.  N.  C.  697,  18  S.  E.  342,  22  L.R.A. 

(N.S.)  852;  LouisviUe  v.  Pooley,  136  472;  Muhlenbrinek  t.  Long  Branch, 

Ky.  286,  124  S.  W.  315,  25  L.R.A.  42  N.  J.  L.  364,  38  Am.  Rep.  518; 

(N.S.)  582;  Minneota  v.  Martin,  124  Delaware,  etc.,  Td.,  etc.,  Co. 's  Petition, 

Minn.  498,  145  N.  W.  383,  Ann.  Cas.  224  Pa.  St.  55,  73  Atl.  175,  132  A.  S. 

1915B  812,  51  L.R.A.(N.S.)  40;  SeatUo  R.  750;  Norfolk  v.  Flynn,  101  Va.  473, 

V.  Dencker,  58  Wash.  501,  108  Pac  44  S.  E.  717,  99  A.  S.  B.  918,  62 

1086,  137  A.  S.  R.  1076,  28  L.R.A.  L.R.A.  771. 

(N.S.)  446;  Bonnett  v.  Vallier,  136  Note:  30  L.R.A.  426  et  seq. 

Wis.  193, 116  N.  W.  885, 128  A.  8.  E.  2.  Muhlenbrinek  v.  Long  Branch,  42 

1061,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  486.  N.  J.  L.  3G4,  36  Am.  Rep.  518. 

1.  Atlantic,  etc..  Tel.  Co.  v.  Pliila-  3.  Norfolk  v.  Flynn,  101  Va.  473, 

delphia,  190  U.  S.  160,  23  S.  Ct.  817,  44  S.  E.  717,  99  A.  S.  R.  918,  62 

47  U.  S.   (L.  ed.)   995;  American  L.R.A.  771. 

Fertilizing    Co.    v.    North    Carolina  4.  Fayetteville  v.  Carter,  52  Ark. 

Board  of  Agricnlture,  43  Fed.  609,  301,  12  S.  W.  573,  6  L.R.A.  509;  Ft 

11  L.R.A.  179;  Van  Hook  v.  Sel-  Smith  v.  Hunt,  72  Ark.  556,  82  S.  W. 

ma,  70  Ala.  361,  45  Am.  Rep.  85;  163,  105  A.  S.  R.  51,  66  L.R.A.  238; 

Fayetteville  v.  Carter,  52  Ark.  301,  12  Trigg  v.  Dixon,  96  Ark.  199, 131  S.  W. 

S.  W.  573,  6  UR.A.  509;  Ft.  Smith  695,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  509;  Jackaon- 

V.  Hunt,  72  Ark.  556,  82  S;  W.  163,  ville  v.  Ledwith,  26  Fla.  163,  7  So.  885, 

105  A.  S.  E.  51,  66  L.R.A.  238;  Trigg  23  A.  S.  R.  558,  9  L.R.A.  69;  Ottumwa 

V.  Dixon,  96  Ark.  199,  131  S.  W.  695,  v.  Zekind,  95  la.  622,  64  N.  W.  646, 

Ann.  Caa.  1912B  509;  Atkins  v.  Phil-  58  A.  S.  R.  447,  29  L.E.A.  734;  Ex 

lips,  26  Fla.  281,  8  So.  429,  10  L.R.A.  parte  Gregory,  20  Tex.  App.  210,  54 

158;  People  v.  Grant,  157  Mich.  24,  Am.  Rep.  516w 
121  K.  W.  300,  133  A.  S.  R.  329; 
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of  regulation  will  be  deemed  unreasonable;'  and  so  it  has  beoQ 
held  that  if  there  is  no  inspection  or  supervision  by  the  municipal- 
ity, there  caii  be  no  license  fee  imposed.*  Even  though  the  power 
to  fix  a  licen-w  fee  under  this  rule  may  not  be  expre^y  given  by 
charter,  it  has  been  held  that  it  may  be  exercised  by  a  munidpal 
corporation  under  its  authority  to  regulate  any  given  subject.'  A 
municipality  i^  authorized  to  fix  such  a  license  tax  in.  advance,  and 
need  not  wait  until  the  end  of  the  period  for  which  the  license  is 
granted.  It  may  not  act  arbitrarily  or  unreasonably,  but  the  risk 
may  rightfully  be  cf^t  on  the  licensee,  and  the  charge  cannot  be 
avoided  because  it  subsequently  appears  that  it  was  somewhat  in 
excess  of  the  actual  expense  of  the  supervision,  nor  can  the  Ucensee 
then  recover  the  di£Ference  between  tiie  amount  of  the  license  and 
such  cost.^  It  has  been  held  that  a  munitipal  corporation  cannot 
enter  into  a  contract  by  which  it  may  be  deprived  of  the  power  to 
exact  a  license  fee  to  cover  the  expense  of  the  police  supervKion  of 
a  business.*  In  mt^y  of  the  states  the  strict  rule  that  the  fee  must 
not  exceed  what  is  necessary  for  the  expense  of  issuing  the  license 
and  for  regulation  is  superseded  by  the  more  liberal  one  that  the 
fee  must  be  reasonable  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  including 
the  character  of  the  business  and  the  value  of  the  privilege.** 

57.  Definiteness  and  Reasonableness  of  Ordinances  aa  to  Amount — 
To  accomplish  the  main  purpose  of  a  license  law  it  is  lapparent  that 
it  should  be  deBnite  and  should  name  a  fixed  fee  which  all  persons 
engaged  in  like  business  shall  pay,  and  specify  every  essential  con- 
dition of  the  license.  The  officer  should  be  merely  intrusted  with 
the  duty  of  issuing  licenses  to  all  who  comply  with  the  prescribed 
conditions.**  Furthermore,  a  license  ordinance  should  be  certain 
and  explicit  as  to  the  time  of  payment  and  the  term  for  which  the 
privilege  is  granted.  But  it  has  been  held  that  a  statute  providing 
for  the  payment  by  corporations  of  a  license  tax  on  or  before  a 
certain  day  of  a  certain  month  of  each  year  is  not  void  for  uncer- 
tainty in  not  fixing  the  time  at  which  the  duty  to  pay  the  tax  arises.*- 
It  is  also  a  general  rule  that  license  fees  must  be  equal  and  reason- 

6.  Note:  30  L.R.A.  434.   See  infra,  9.  Ft.  Smith  v.  Hunt,  72  Ark.  556, 

par.  63,  as  to  occupations  and  basi-  82  S.  W.  163,  105  A.  S.  R.  51,  66 

nesses  under  the  police  power.  L.R.A,  238. 

6.  Delaware,  etc.,  Tel.,  etc.,  Co-'s  10.  Note:  30  L.R.A.  437. 
Petition,  224  Pa.  St  55,  73  Atl.  175,  11.  Bills  v.  Goshen,  117  Ind.  221, 
132  A.  S.  R.  750.  20  N.  E.  115,  3  L.R.A.  261;  State  v. 

7.  St.  Paul  V.  Dow,  37  Minn.  20,  32  Ashbrook,  154  Mo.  375,  55  S.  W.  627, 
N.  W.  860,  5  A.  S.  R.  811.   See  infra,  77  A.  S.  R.  765,  48  L.R.A.  265. 

par.  53,  as  to  power  generally  under  12.  Blackrock  Copper  Min.,  etc,  Co. 

authority  "to  regulate."  v.  Tingey,  34  Utah  369,  98  Pac.  180, 

8.  Atlantic,  etc.,  Tel.  Co.  v.  Phila-  131  A.  S.  E.  850,  28  LJIA.(N.S.) 
delphia,  190  U.  S.  160,  23  S.  Ct  817,  255. 

47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  995. 
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able; "  but  by  "equality"  is  not  meani.  that  exactly  the  same  sum 
must  be  charged  against  everyone  falling  within  ^e  operation  of 
the  ordinance.  It  is  only  necessary  that  the  legislative  body  fairly 
comply  with  the  rule  that  any  distinctions  made  in  that  regard  must 
not  be  .arbitrary,  but  must  be  based  on  some  reason  or  practical 
necessity,  as,  for  example^  a  difference  in  the  amount  of  poUce  super- 
vision required.  Hence  it  is  that  an  ordinance  cannot  be  held 
void  smply  because  in  some  exceptional  case  it  may  result  in  impos- 
ing unequal  burdens. The  question  as  to  reasonfd)leness  cannot  be 
determined  by  any  hard  and  fast  rules,  but  is  relative,  depending 
on  the  cost  of  regulation,  the  character  of  the  business  regulated, 
and  the  circumstances  of  each  particular  caae.^*  Where  the  law 
relates  to  a  useful  or  ben^dal  occupation,  it  cannot,  however,  even 
as  to  the  individual,  go  to  the  extreme  of  being  prohibitive,^'  extor- 
tionate,^^ oppressive  on  a  particular  class/*  confiscatory,  or  in  unlaw- 
ful resbaint  of  trade. But  when  the  license  relates  to  a  vocation 
or  business  which  the  municipality  has  the  power  to  regulate,  the 
license  fee  may  be  sufficiently  large  to  work  a  restraint^ 


58.  In  General. — Since  the  police  power  extends  to  the  protection 
of  the  lives,  health,  comfort,  welfare,  safety  and  quiet  of  all  persons, 
and  to  the  protection  of  all  property,*  it  is  a  general  rule  that  to 


13.  Atkinfl  v.  Phillips,  26  Fla.  281,  75  Mich.  527,  42  N.  W.  977,  13  A.  S. 
8  So.  429, 10  L.R.A.  158;  Fiscal  Court  R.  468,  4  L.R.A.  809;  People  v.  Grant, 
V.  F.,  etc.,  Cox  Co.,  132  Ky.  738,  117  157  Mich.  24,  121  N,  W.  300,  133  A. 
S.  W.  296,  21  L.R.A.(N.S.)  83  and  S.  R.  329. 

note;  People  v.  Grant,  157  Mich.  24,  Notes:  129  A.  S.  R.  260  ;  30  L.R.A. 

121  N.  W.  300, 133  A.  S.  R.  329;  State  435. 

V.  Finch,  78  Minn.  118,  80  N.  W.  856,  18.  Ex  parte  Frank,  52  Cal.  606,  28 

46  L.R.A.  437.  Am.  Rep.  642;  Chicago  v.  Gunning 

Note:  30  L.R.A.  405,  431.  System,  214  111.  628,  73  N.  E.  1035, 

14.  State  V.  Finch,  78  Minn.  118,  2  Ann.  Cas.  892,  70  L.R.A.  230;  Cbad- 
80  N.  W.  856,  46  IiJl.A.  437.  See  dock  v.  Day,  75  Mich.  527,  42  N.  W. 
supra,  par.  31.  977,  13  A.  S.  R.  468,  4  L.R.A.  809. 

15.  Ex  parte  Lemon,  143  Cal.  558,  19.  Colombia  v.  Beasly,  1  Humph. 
77  Pac.  455,  65  L.R.A.  946;  XiOuiaville  (Tenn.)  232,  34  Am.  Dec.  646. 

v.  SagalowsM,  136  Ky.  324, 124  8.  W.  20.  Ex  parte  Frank,  52  Cal.  606,  28 

339,  136  A.  S.  R.  258.  Am.  Rep.  642;  Chaddock  v.  Day,  75 

Note:  2  Ann.  Cas.  325.  Mich.  527,  42  N.  W.  977,  13  A.  S.  R. 

16.  Ex  parte  Sikes,  102  Ala.  173,  468,  4  L.R.A.  809.    See  supra,  par.  8, 


17.  Van  Hook  v.  Selma,  70  Ala.  361,  111.  628,  73  N.  E.  1035,  2  Ann.  Caa. 

46  Am.  Rep.  85;  Carrollton  v.  Baz-  892,  70  L.R.A.  230;  Minneota  v.  Mart- 

zette,  159  111.  284,  42  N.  E.  837,  31  id,  124  Minn.  498, 145  N.  W.  383,  Ann. 

L.R.A.  522;  Fiscal  Court  v.  P.,  etc.,  Cas.  1915B  812,  51  L.R.A.(N.S.)  40. 

Cox  Co.,  132  Ky.  738,  117  S.  W.  296,  2.  Stein  v.  Mobile,  49  Ala.  362,  20 

21  L.R.A.(N.S.)  83;  Chaddock  v.  Day,  Am.  Rep.  283;  Louisville,  etc.,  B.  Co. 


Police  Powers  as  Related  to  License 


15  So.  522,  24  L.R.A.  774. 
Note:  30  L.R.A.  433. 


as  to  restraint  of  trade  generally. 
1.  Chicago  V.  Gunning  System,  214 
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justify  an  ordioance  licensing  a  particular  occupation  as  a  proper 
exercise  of  liie  police  power,  it  must  appear  that  the  requirement 
of  such  license  tends  to  promote  the  public  health,  morals,  safety, 
comfort,  or  welfare^  or  to  suppress  disease.*  In  other  words,  the 
law  will  not  allow  the  right  of  pn^rty  or  btisiness  to  be  invaded, 
under  the  guise  of  arpoUce  regulation  for  the  benefit  of  the  public 
health  or  good  order,  when  it  is  manifest  that  such  is  not  the  object 
or  purpose  of  tiie  enactment*  Laws  enacted  for  the  purpose  of 
licensing,  regulating  or  throwing  restrictions  around  a  trade,  calling, 
or  occupati(m  in  the  interests  of  these  objects  are  ever3rwheie  upheld 
and  sustained ; '  and  such  laws  are  comprehensively  known  as  police 
regulations.*  The  prerogative  of  exercising  the  police  power  may 
be  delegated  by  the  state  to  its  agent,  a  municipal  corporation,  which 
is  authorized  to  employ  the  measure  of  authority  conferred.'  It  is 
very  clear  that  a  police  regulation  must  be  directed  against  the 
business  or  practice  that  is  harmful,  not  against  one  or  some  of 
the  persons  who  may  be  engaged  in  it.*  Accordingly,  it  is  a  right- 
ful exercise  of  this  power  so  to  regulate  certain  classes  of  business 
as  to  prevent  extortion,  imposition  or  wrong ;  *  and  to  exercise  a 
reasonable  supervision  over  others  so  as  to  guard  against  danger  to 
the  public  health  which  may  result  from  a  lack  of  personal  quali- 


V.  Baldwin,  85  Ala.  619,  5  So.  311,  7  L.R.A.  265;  People  v.  Ringe,  197  N. 

L.R.A.  266;  Ez  parte  Wbitwell,  98  T.  143,  90  N.  E.  451,  18  Ann.  Cas. 

Cal.  73,  3?  Pac.  870,  35  A.  S.  R.  152,  474,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.l  528. 

19  LRA.  727;  Chicago  v.  Gunning  4.  Chaddoek  v.  Day,  75  Mich.  527, 

System,  214  111.  628,  73  N.  E.  1035,  42  N.  W.  977,  13  A  8.  B.  468,  4 

2  Ann.  Cas.  892,  70  L.R.A.  230;  Doug-  L.R.A.  809. 

las  V.  People,  225  111.  536,  80  N.  E.  341,  B.  Grainger  v.  Douglas  Park  Jockey 

116  A  S.  R.  162,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1116;  Club,  148  Fed.  513,  78  C.  C.  A.  199, 

Keller  t.  State,  11  Md.  525,  69  Am.  8  Ann.  Cas.  997  and  note;  State  v. 

Dec.  226,  reversed  on  rehearing  in  12  ConloD,  65  Conn.  478,  33  Atl.  519,  48 

MA  322.  71  Am.  Dee.  596,  on  the  A.  S.  R.  227,  31  L.R.A.  55;  Ash  v. 

groimd  tbat  the  statute  involved  had  People,  U  MicK  347,  83  Am.  Dec. 

been  repealed;  State  v.  Wagener,  77  740;  Grand  Rapids  v.  Brandy,  105 

Minn.  483,  80  N.  W.  633,  778, 1134,  77  Mich.  670,  64  N.  W.  29,  55  A.  S.  R. 

A.  S.  R.  681,  46  L.R.A.  442;  State  v.  472,  32  L.RA.  116;  StaU  v.  Zeno,  79 

Ashbrook,  154  Mo.  375,  55  S.  W.  627,  Minn.  80,  81  N.  W.  748,  79  A.  8.  R. 

77  A  S.  R.  765,  48  L.R.A.  265;  St.  422,  48  L.R.A.  88. 

Lome  V.  Liessing,  190  Mo.  464,  89  S.  6.  Schmidt  v.  Indianapolis,  168  Ind. 

W.  6U,  109  A.  S.  R.  774,  1  L.R.A.  631,  80  N.  E.  632,  120  A.  S.  R.  385, 

(N.S.)  918  and  note;  State  v.  Smith,  14  L.RA.(N.S.)  787. 

233  Mo.  242, 135  S.  W.  242,  33  L.R.A.  7.  Portland  v.  Cook,  48  Ore.  550,  87 

(N.S.)  179;  State  v.  Harrington,  68  Pac.  772,  9  LJl.A.(N.S.)  733. 

Vt.  622,  35  Atl.  515,  34  L.R.A.  100.  8.  Sayre  v.  PhUlips,  148  Pa.  St.  482, 

See  also  Constitutional  Law,  vol.  6,  24  Atl.  76,  33  A.  S.  R.  842, 16  L.R.A 

p.  210.  49. 

3.  Wilkie  v.  Chicago,  188  DI.  444,  9.  State  v.  Robinson,  42  Minn.  107, 

58  N.  E.  1004,  80  A.  S.  R.  182  and  43  N.  W.  833,  6  L.R.A.  339.   See  also 

note;  State  v.  Ashbrook,  154  Mo.  375,  COKSTixtmoKAL  Law,  vol.  6,  p.  209. 
56  S.  W.  627,  77  A.  S.  R.  765,  48 
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Hcations  or  competency,  as  in  audi  occupations  as  those  of  doctors, 
dentiste,  and,  in  some  instances,  of  plumbers.^^  In  the  exercise  of 
the  police  power  citizens  may,  for  the  public  good,  be  constrained 
in  their  conduct  and  business,  wiih  referenra  to  matters  in  them- 
selves lawful  and  right.'^  Because  a  license  may  be  required  in  the 
exnx^ise  of  the  police  power,  it  does  not  follow  that  every  Hcense 
rests  for  its  valii^ty  on  such  police  power.**  And  so  a  statute  which 
allows  any  person  to  engage  in  the  business  designated  by  the  act 
by  the  mere  payment  of  a  license  fee^  but  which  provides  no  police 
inspection,  supervision,  or  regulation,  is  not  a  police  measure;  tl^e 
act  simply  imposes  a  license  fee.** 

59.  Tax  for  Revenue  Pnrposei  under  Guise  ef  PoUee  Power;  Reve- 
nue as  biddent. — It  is  a  role  of  wide  acceptation  that  a  municipal 
corporation  cannot,  under  the  guise  of  the  police  power,  impose  a 
license  tax  for  revenue  purposes.'^  If  from  a  consideration  of  an 
ordinance  or  law  it  is  clear  that  it  was  primarily  designed  as  a 
means  of  raising  revenue,  the  burden  thus  imposed  must  be  treated 
as  a  tax,  and  not  a  license;  and  such  an  enactment  cannot  be  con- 
sidered as  an  exercise  of  the  police  power.**  Yet  revenue  may  inci- 
dentally result  from  an  undisputed  ^ercise  of  the  police  power. 
Indeed,  such  is  usually  the  result  of  police  regulations,  whether 
made  directly  by  the  legislature,  or  by  a  municipality  acting  under 
authority  of  law.  But  that  fact  does  not  divest  the  r^ulation  of  its 
police  character  and  render  it  an  exercise  of  the  taxing  power.*' 

10.  Cutsinger  v.  Atlanta,  142  Ga.  E.  762,  128  A.  S.  B.  934,  16  L.R.A. 

555,  83  S.  E.  2G3,  Ann.  Caa.  1916C  (N.S.)  294  and  note;  Wiseonsin  Tele- 

280,  L.R.A.1915B  1097.    See  infra,  phone  Co.  v.  Milwaukee,  126  Wis.  1, 

par.  63,  as  to  occupations  under  police  104  N.  W.  1009,  110  A.  S.  R.  886,  1 

power.  LlR.A.(N.S.)  581. 

•11.  St.  Loois  T.  Orafeman  Dairy  Notes:  129  A.  S.  R.  259;  Ann.  Cas. 

Co.,  190  Mo.  492,  89  S.  W.  617,  1  1912B  5U. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  936;  Butte  v.  Paltrovich,  15.  State  v.  Boyd,  63  Neb.  829,  89 

30  Mont  18,  75  Pac.  521, 104  A.  S.  R.  N.  W.  417,  58  L.R.A.  108;  EUis  v. 

698.  Frazier,  38  Ore.  462,  63  Pac.  642,  53 

12.  Brennan  v.  Titnsville,  153  U.  S.  L.R.A.  454. 

289, 14  S.  Ot.  829, 38  XJ.  S.  (L.  ed.)  719.  16.  Price  v.  People,  193  HI.  114,  61 

13.  State  V.  Ashbrook,  154  Mo.  375,  N.  E.  844,  86  A.  S.  B.  306,  55  L.R.A. 
55  S.  W.  627,  77  A.  S.  R.  765,  48  558,  overruled  on  another  point  by 
L.R.A.  265.  Mathews  v.  People,  202  111.  389,  67 

14.  Price  v.  People,  193  III.  114,  61  N.  E.  28,  95  A.  S.  R.  241,  63  L.R.A. 
N.  E.  844,  86  A.  S.  B.  306,  55  L.R.A.  73;  Terre  Haute  v.  Kersey,  159  Ind. 
588,  overruled  on  another  point  by  300,  64  N.  E.  469,  95  A.  S.  R.  298. 
Mathews  v.  People,  202  111.  389,  67  N.  17.  Tomlinson  v.  Indianapolis,  144 
E.  28,  95  A.  S.  R.  241,  63  L.R.A.  73;  Ind.  142,  43  N.  E.  9,  35  L.B.A.  413; 
Dodge  V.  Gnidinger,  87  Neb.  349,  127  Schmidt  v.  Indianapolis,  168  Ind.  631, 
N.  W.  122, 138  A.  S.B.  494;  Delaware,  80  N.  E.  632,  120  A.  8.  R.  385,  14 
etc..  Tel.,  etc.,  Co.'s  Petition,  224  Pa.  L.R.A.(N.8.)  787;  State  v.  Foster,  22 
St  55,  73  AU.  175,  132  A.  S.  R.  750;  R.  I.  163,  46  Atl.  833,  50  Ii.R.A.  339; 
Robinson  v.  Norfolk,  108  Va.  14,  60  S.  Laurens  v.  Anderson,  75  8.  C.  62,  55 

543 


Digitized  by 


Goo 


5  60  UCENSES  17  B.  C.  L. 

And  90  an  ordinance  licensing  or  regulating  a  particular  buaineas 
or  occupation  will  not  be  held  void  simply  because  it  provides  for 
a  fund  to  be  derived  from  license  fees.'*  While  it  is  no  objection 
to  a  tax  imposed  under  the  police  power  that  it  may  incidentally 
yield  a  revenue,  still  the  tax  cannot  be  made  so  heavy  on  a  legiti- 
mate occupation  as  to  create  a  monopoly,  or,  in  effect,  prohibit  the 
pursuit  of  the  occupation.'*  The  amount  of  the  license  fee  or  charge 
is  to  be  considered  in  detCTmining  whether  the  exaction  is  pne  for 
regulation  merely,  or  for  levenuei***  the  reason  being  that  the  amount 
of  the  fee  might  in  some  cases  be  so  large  as  to  suggest  of  itself, 
considering  the  character  of  the  business  to  which  it  was  applied, 
that  it  was  in  fact  a  tax  for  revenue.'  Where  the  power  to  license 
exists,  a  reasonable  discretion  is  vested  in  the  municipality,  but  the 
courts  have  a  right  to  look  into  ordinances  with  a  view  of  determin- 
ing whether  they  are  passed  for  the  purposes  of  revenue,  although 
sought  to  be  upheld  as  police  regulations;  *  and  where  the  court  can 
see  that  revenue,  and  not  regulation,  is  the  aim,  and  not  the  inci- 
dent, and  no  power  is  given  to  license  the  occupation,  the  ordinance 
is  void.'  A  legislative  enactment  under  the  police  power  cannot 
be  condemned  as  a  taxing  measure  and  out  of  harmony  with  the 
constitutional  rule  of  uniformity  in  that  regard  imless  the  fees  exacted 
are  so  clearly  excessive  that  the  legislature  could  not  reasonably 
have  had  in  contemplation  an  equivalent  for  the  mere  expense  of 
executing  the  law ;  *  and  the  presumption  is  that  under  the  exercise 
of  such  power,  the  tax  is  not  for  revenue.* 

60.  Methods  of  Regulation  Generally  under  Police  Power. — Gen- 
erally speaking,  the  state  has  authority  to  make  extensive  and  varied 

S.  E.  136,  117  A.  S.  R.  885,  9  Ann.  10.  People  Wilson,  249  HI.  195, 
Cas.  1003;  Monill  v.  State,  38  Wis.  94  N.  E.  141,  36  LR.A.(N.S.)  1074. 
428,  20  Am.  Rep.  12,  reversed  on  an-  20.  Van  Hook  v.  Selma,  70  Ala.  361, 
other  point  in  154  U.  S.  626, 14  S.  Ct  45  Am.  Rep.  35 ;  Atkins  t.  Phillips, 
1206,  23  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1009.  26  Fla.  281,  8  So,  429, 10  L.R.A.  158; 

Note:  30  L.R.A.  430.  Ottumwa  v.  Zekind,  95  la.  622,  64  N. 

18.  Harder'8  Fire  Proof  Storage,  W.  646,  58  A.  S.  R.  447,  29  L.R.A. 
etc.,  Co.  V.  Chicago,  235  111.  58,  85  N.  734;  Youngblood  v.  Sexton,  32  Mich. 
E.  245,  14  Ann.  Cas.  536  and  note;  406,  20  Am.  Rep.  654. 
Littlefield  v.  State,  42  Neb.  223,  60      1.  Atkins  v.  Phillips,  26  Fla.  281, 
N.  W.  724,  47  A.  S.  R.  697,  28  L.R.A.  8  So.  429,  10  L.R.A.  158. 
588.    But  see  contra,  Wisconsin  Tele-      2.  Wisconsin  Telephone  Co.  v.  Mil- 
phone  Co.  V.  Milwaukee,  126  Wis.  1,  waukee,  126  Wis.  1,  104  N.  W.  1009, 
104  N.  W.  1009,  110  A.  S.  R.  886,  1  110  A.  S.  R.  886,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  581. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  581  (holding  that  an     3.  See  supra,  par.  50,  53. 
ordinance  providing  that  the  revenue      4.  Wadhams  Oil  Co.  v.  Tracy,  141 
derived  from  the  license  shall  become  Wis.  150, 123  N.  W.  785, 18  Ann.  Cas. 
a  part  of  the  general  city  fund  must  779. 

he  regarded  as  imposing  a  license  fee      5.  Atkins  v.  Phillips,  26  ITa.  281,  8 
for  revenue  and  not  for  inspection  So.  429,  10  L.R.A.  158. 
and  supervision). 
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regulations  as  to  the  time,  modej  Emd  ciicumstances  in  and  under 
which  persons  shall  assert,  onjoy,  or  exercise  their  rights  without' 
coming  in  conflict  with  any  of  those  constitutional  principles  which 
are  established  for  the  protection  of  private  rights  or  private  prop- 
erty.* And  ordinarily,  licenses  taken  to  carry  on  a  certain  business 
within  a  city  are  taken  with  notice  that  the  city  may  impose  any 
reasonatde  regulation  for  the  conduct  of  such  business  which  may 
be  necessary  to  peace  and  good  order.^  The  fact  that  a  municipality 
has  no  power  to  prohibit  the  pursuit  of  a  profession  by  refusing  to 
license  it  does  not  prevent  such  municipality  from  imposing  a  license 
tax  on  such  profession  when  authorized  to  do  so  as  a  police  regula- 
tion.* In  respect  of  statutory  and  charter  restrictions  on  the  power 
to  tax,  it  may  be  noted  that  they,  like  constitutional  ones,  do  not 
f^ply  to  license  fees  required  for  the  purpose  of  regulation.*  One 
of  the  most  effeotiTe  modes  of  regulation  is  to  declare  the  acts,  con- 
duct, business,  or  transaction  in  question  unlawful  unless  licensed, 
and  then  provide  rules  for  the  granting  or  revocation  of  such  license.** 
A  vocation  or  business  may  of  itself  be  such  Uiat  a  license  fee 
sufficiently  large  to  act  as  a  restraint  or  regulation  is  properly  im- 
posed.** It  is  apparent  that  rules  as  to  the  regulation  of  various 
occupations  under  the  police  power  must  be  considered  in  the  light 
of  the  laws  of  the  particular  jurisdiction  and  with  due  regard  to 
the  nature  of  the  business  or  calling  and  its  relation  to  the  purposes 
of  this,  one  of  the  most  important  branches  of  governmental  economy 
and  control.**  The  laws  adopted  for  purposes  of  regulation  may, 
considering  the  character  of  the  business,  provide  for  a  requirement 
of  residence  as  a  condition  to  the  granting  of  a  license;^*  or  the 
exclusion  of  certain  classes  of  persons,  as  for  example  minors,  from 
those  who  may  compose  the  patrons  of  a  business ;  **  or  the  require- 
ment of  registration ;  >*  or  they  may  make  the  granting  of  a  license  . 
contingent  on  a  proper  mspection ;  '*  or  the  obtaining  of  permits  in 

6.  State  T.  Harrington,  68  Vt.  622,  194, 105  S.  W.  902, 16  Ann.  Cas.  1059, 
35  Atl.  515,  34  L.R.A.  100.  16  L.E.A.(N.S.)  1033. 

7.  Batte  v.  Paltrovich,  30  Mont  18,  14.  Grand  Rapids  v.  Brandy,  105 
75  Pae.  521, 104  A.  8.  R.  698.  Mich.  670,  64  N.  W.  29,  65  A  S.  R. 

8.  Johnson  v.  Great  Fidls,  38  Mont.  472,  32  L.R.A.  116;  Mehlos  v.  Mil- 
369,  99  Pae.  1059,  16  Ann.  Cas.  974.  waokee,  156  Wis.  691,  146  N.  W.  882, 

9.  Note:  30  L.R.A  424.  See  snpra,  Ann.  Gas.  1915C  1102,  51  L.E.A. 
par.  11,  aa  to  the  role  generaUy.'  (N.S.)  1009. 

10.  Chain  Belt  Co.  v.  Milwaukee,  16.  St.  Louis  v.  Liessing,  190  Mo. 
151  Wis.  188, 138  N.  W.  621,  42  LJIA.  464,  89  S.  W.  611,  109  A.  S.  R.  774, 
(N.S.)  899.  4  Ann.  Caa.  112,  1  L.R.A(N.S.)  918; 

11.  Hi^iu  V.  Luermx,  119  Minn.  St  Louis  v.  Grafeman  Dairy  Co.,  190 
145,  137  N.  W.  417,  41  L.RA.(N.S.)  Mo.  492,  89  S.  W.  617, 1  L.R.A(N.S.) 
737  (circus).  936  and  note. 

12.  See  generally,  COHSrrnmoNAii  16.  Chicago,  etc..  Coal  Co.  v.  People, 
Law,  vol.  6,  p.  219.  181  HI.  270,  54  N.  E.  961,  48  L.R.A. 

13.  De  Grazier  v.  Stephens,  101  Tex.  S54;  State  v.  Nelson,  66  Minn.  166, 
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certain  cases; "  or  the  furnishing  of  an  indorsement  by  freeholders; 
or  the  furnishing  of  a  certificate  as  to  competency;  or  l^e  giving 
of  a  bond  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  incident  to  the 
particular  business.*^  Under  certain  conditioDs  it  is  permissible  to 
rratrict  certain  businesses  or  occupations  to  certain  areas  or  localities ; 
but  care  should  be  taken  in  this  aspect  of  the  subject  that  special 
privil^es  are  not  granted  or  monopolies  created.'  And  an  instance 
may  be  cited  where  the  continuance  of  a  license  privilege  may  be 
made  contingent  on  the  making  of  reports.'  Where  a  municipal 
regulation  is  adopted,  which  would  be  lawful  if  intended  for  one 
purpose,  and  unlawful  if  for  another,  the  presumption  is  that  the 
purpose  was  lawful,  unless  tiie  contrary  clearly  appears.* 

61.  Restricting  Business  to  Definite  Areas  or  to  Certain  Honrs. — 
The  validity  of  ordinances  designed  to  restrict  certain  classes  of 
business  to  defined  areas  or  to  certain  localities  generally  turns  on 
the  question  as  to  the  character  of  the  business  itself.  If  the  ordi- 
nance deals  with  an  occupation  which  is  harmless  in  itself  and  useful 
to  the  community,  laws  of  this  character  are  not  generally  favored 
and  are  deemed  to  be  in  violation  of  fundfunental  rights.  And  so 
it  has  been  held  that  a  municipal  corporation  has  no  power  to  re- 
strict the  business  of  carrying  on  public"  laundries  within  its  limits 
to  two  designated  blocks  unless  a  permit  is  first  obtained  from  its 
board  of  trustees,  the  ordinance  prohibiting  the  granting  of  such 
permit  without  the  written  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  owners  of 
real  property  within  the  block  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  establish 
the  business,  and  also  Within  the  four  blocks  adjacent  thereto.^  How- 

68  N.  W.  1066,  61  A  8.  R.  399,  34  Mathews  v.  People,  202  lU.  389,  67 

L.R.A.  318.  N.  E.  28,  95  A.  S.  R.  241,  63  L.R.A. 

17.  In  re  Flaherty,  105  Cal.  558,  38  73;  Grand  Rapids  v.  Braudy,  105 
Pae.  981,  27  LJt.A.  529;  Watertowo  Mich.  670,  64  N.  W.  29,  55  A.  S.  R. 
V.  Mayo,  109  Mass.  315,  12  Am.  Rep.  472,  32  L.R.A.  116;  Portland  v.  West- 
694.  ern  Union  Tel.  Co.,  75  Ore.  37,  146 

18.  Grand  Rapids  v.  Braudy,  105  Pac.  148,  L.R.A.1915D  260;  Ex  parte 
Mich.  670,  64  N.  W.  29,  65  A.  S.  R.  Hawiey,  22  S.  D.  23,  115  N.  W.  93, 


19.  Bronold  v.  Engler,  194  N.  T.  v.  Harrington,  68  Vt.  622,  35  Atl.  515, 
323,  87  N.  E.  427,  21  L.R.A.(N.S.)  34  L.R.A.  100.    See  also  CONsnrn- 
176  and  note.    But  see  Schnaier  v.  tiohal  Law,  vol.  6,  p.  219. 
Navarre  Hotel,  etc,  Co.,  182  N.  Y.  83,  1.  See  supra,  par.  40  et  seq. 

74  N.  E.  561,  108  A.  S.  R.  790,  70  2.  District  of  Columbia  v.  Lee,  85 

L.R.A.  722,  cited  and  reviewed  in  App.  Cas.  (D.  C.)  341,  21  Ann.  Cas. 

Bronold  v.  Engler,  snpra,  as  del!   .ig  973  and  note. 

the  limits  of  the  rule.   See  infra,  par.  3.  Schmidt  v.  Indiar^apolis,  168  Ind. 

62,  as  to  examinations  for  determining  631,  80  N.  E.  632,  120  A  S.  R.  385, 

the  question  of  competmoy  in  certain  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  787. 

cases.  4.  Ex  parte  Sing  Lee,  96  Cal.  354, 

20.  Price  v.  People,  193  HI  114,  61  31  Pae.  245,  31  A  8.  R.  218  and  notc^ 
N.  E.  844,  86  A.  S.  R.  306,  55  L.R.A  24  L.R.A.  195. 

588,  overruled  on  uiother  point 
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ever,  a  city  has  power  to  forbid  the  selling  of  meats  elflewhere  than 

at  market  houses  established  by  it,  where  its  charter  empowers  it  to 
establish  market  houses,  designate,  control  and  regulate  market  places, 
and  regulate  the  vending  of  meats.'  While  a  aty  may  prohibit 
slaughtering  of  animals  in  the  city  limits,  or  may  restrict  it  to 
designated  localities  in  tiie  city,  and  prohibit  it  in  others,  provided 
that  in  designating  a  particular  quarter  for  this  purpose,  it  leaves 
all  persons  equally  free  both  to  slaughter  animals  in  that  quarter 
and  to  fiimish  and  rent  the  places  where  the  animals  are  slaughtered, 
an  ordinance  is  unreasonable,  in  restraint  of  trade,  tends  to  create 
a  monopoly,  and  is  therefore  void,  which  limits  the  slaughtering  of 
animals  for  food,  except  for  packing  purposes,  to  one  particular  lot 
of  land  in  tiie  city,  owned  by  one  firm,  and  forbids  slaughtering 
to  be  done  elsewhere  under  a  penalty;  and  this  notwithstanding  the 
ordinance  was  passed  ostensibly  as  a  sanitary  regulation,  and  the 
charter  of  the  city  empowers  it  to  "regulate,  license,  restrain,  abate, 
and  prohibit"  slaughtOT  houses.*  It  has  been  held  that  a  statute 
prohibiting  barbers  from  carrying  on  their  trade  on  Sunday  is  a 
constitutional  exercise  of  the  police  power  to  promote  the  public 
health.' 

62.  Examination  as  a  Condition. — ^Under  the  power  reserved  to 
the  state  to  regulate  the  relative  rights  and  duties  of  persons  within 

its  territory  it  may  lawfully  require  examinations  to  determine  the 
general  fitness  of  a  person  engaging  in  vocations  directly  connected 
with  the  public  safety  of  persons  and- property*  Under  this  rule 
ffiEaminations  may  be  had  of  locomotive  engineers  *  or  other  employee? 
of  railroads  in  the  actual  service  of  operating  trains,'®  8tationar>* 
engineers,'*  steamship  engineers,  pilots,'*  pharmacists,"  plumbers," 
and  others  whose  vocations  are  vitally  related  to  the  conserving  of 
the  public  wdfare  and  the  public  safety.^*   If  the  statute  operates 

5.  Newaon  v.  Galveston,  76  Tex.  559,  Co.,  39  Mo.  SCO,  41  S.  W.  244,  61  A. 
13  S.  W.  368,  7  L.R.A.  797.  S.  R.  474  and  note. 

Note:  Ann.  Ca3.  1912B  510.  10.  Nashville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Ala- 

6.  Chicago  V.  Rnmpff,  45  HI.  90,  92  bama,  128  U.  S.  96,  9  S.  Ct.  28,  32 
Am.  Dec.  196.  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  352;  Louisville,  etc.,  R. 

7.  People  V.  Havnor,  149  N.  Y.  195,  Co.  v.  Baldwin,  85  Ala.  619,  5  So.  311, 
43  N.  E.  541,  52  A.  S.  R.  707,  31  7  L.R.A.  266. 

L.R.A.  689.    See  also  Sundays  akd  11.  People  v.  Founier,  175  Mieh, 

Holidays.  364,  141  N.  W.  689,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A 

8.  Smith  T.  Alabama,  124  U.  S.  465,  1015  and  note. 

8  S.  Ct.  465,  31  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  508;  12.  Note:  2  L.R.A.  580.    See  also 

Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Baldwin,  85  Shipping. 

Ala.  619,  5  So.  311,  7  L.R.A.  266.  13.  See  Drugs  and  Druggists,  vol. 

9.  Smith  V.  Alabama,  124  U.  S.  465,  9,  pp.  697-699. 

8  S.  Ct.  465,  31  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  508;  14.  Douglas  v.  People,  225  111.  536, 

Nashville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Alabama,  128  80  N.  E.  341,  116  A.  S.  R.  162,  8 

U.  S.  96,  9  S.  Ct.  28,  32  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1116. 

352:  St.  Louis  v.  Meyrose  Lamp  Mfg.  16.  Note-  2  L.R.A.  580. 
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unequally,  in  that  it  imposes  the  burden  of  an  examination  and 
license  fee  on  certain  persons,  and  exempts  others  of  the  same  class 
pursuing  the  same  business  under  similar  Qrcumstances,  it  is  uncon- 
stitutional and  void.^*  The  provision  of  a  statute  that  no  one  shall 
be  licensed  unless  he  shall  have  been  employed  in  the  business  or 
vocation  continuously  for  a  prescribed  number  of  years  is  unreason- 
able in  that  it  makes  essential  a  particular  form  of  acquiring  skill 
and  knowledge,  and  forfeits  the  right  to  count  the  time  so  engaged 
in  that  particular  vocation  at  each  time  when  there  is  a  break  in 
the  continuity  of  the  service.^'  The  fact  tiiat  some  degree  of  dis- 
cretion is  necessary  in  order  properly  to  examine  &e  qualifications 
of  the  applicants,  and  to  discharge  the  duties  of  examiners,  cannot 
be  esteemed  a  delegation  of  legislative  power.i^  It  has  been  held 
^at  the  legislature,  having  the  power  to  supervise  and  regulate  the 
business  of  railway  companies,  so  far  as  may  be  needful  to  the  safety 
of  passengers,  has  implied  authority  to  provide  suitable' and  efficient 
means  of  enforcing  the  regulations,  and  impose  the  expense  on  the  com- 
panies; but  the  expense  imposed  on  any  company  must  be  restricted 
to  the  examination  of  persons  who  are  about  to  be,  or  are  at  any 
time,  actually  employed  by  it,  and  as  to  whom  examinations  are 
compulsory.**  A  statute  providing  for  the  examination  of  the  fol- 
lowers of  a  particular  occupation,  and  for  the  granting  of  certificates 
to  follow  such  occupation,  which  shall  be  valid  throughout  the  state, 
precludes  a  city  from  requiring  the  holders  of  such  certificates  to 
pay  an  additional  license  imposed  by  ordinance.  Such  certificate 
granted  under  the  statute  is  a  Ucense  itself.'** 

63.  Particular  Occupations  and  Privileges  under  Police  Power. — 
The  state,  in  the  exercise  of  its  police  power,  may  regulate  any 
occupation,  trade  or  calling  the  unrestrained  pursuit  of  which  may 
affect  the  public  hedth,  morals  or  welfare.*  This  principle  has  been 
applied  in  a  great  variety  of  cases,  and  accordingly  licenses  are  re- 
quired to  be  obtained  by  persons  who  deal  in  meats,  milk  and  other 
articles  of  food;*  dealers  in  injurious  or  dangerous  commodities  or 

16.  Henry  v.  Campbell,  133  Ga.  882,  A.  8.  R.  474  and  note.  See  Constitu- 
67  S.  E.  390,  18  Ann.  Cas.  178,  27  tional  Law,  vol.  6,  pp.  224,  388. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  283;  State  v.  Gardner,  19.  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Bald- 
58  Ohio  St.  599,  51  N.  E.  136,  65  A.  win,  85  Ala.  619,  5  So.  311,  7  L.R.A. 
S.  R.  785  and  note,  41  L.R.A.  689.  266. 

17.  People  V.  Ringe,  197  N.  Y.  143,  20.  WUkie  v.  Chicago,  188  lU.  444, 
90  N.  E.  451,  18  Ann.  Caa.  474,  27  58  N.  E.  1004,  80  A.  S.  R.  182. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  528;  Harmon  v.  State,  1.  See  Constitotional  Liiw,  vol.  6, 
66  Ohio  St.  249,  64  N.  E.  117,  58  p.  217  et  seq. 

UR.A.  618.  2.  See  Food,  vol.  11,  p.  1108  et  seq. 

18.  People  V.  Foumier,  175  Hieh.  See  also  State  v.  HeKinney,  26  Mont 
364,  141  N.  W.  689,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  375,  74  Pae.  1095,  1  Ann.  Cas.  579. 
1015;  St.  Lonis  v.  Neyrose  Lamp  Mfg.     Note:  20  L.R.A.  725. 

Co.,  139  Mo.  560,  41  S.  W.  244,  61 
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articles  such  as  cigarettes,*  firearms,^  petroleum  products  and  other 
inflammable  and  explosive  articles,'  or  drugs;  *  persons  engaged  in 
pool  selling;'  loan  brokers;*  junk  dealers;*  barbers; scaven- 
gers;" electricians;"  architects;**  bankers;**  auctioneers;**  em- 
ployment agents;  **  persons  engaged  in  tlie  operation  of  railways;  " 
transirat  merchants;  **  canvassers;  **  hackm«i;  the  owners  of  mar- 
ket wagons,*  and  others  who  use  the  streets  by  the  iteration  of 

3.  Qundling  v.  Chicago,  176  HI.  340,  15.  Minneota  t.  Martin,  124  Minn. 
52  N.  E.  44,  48  L.R.A.  230;  Hodge  v.  498,  145  N.  W.  383,  Ann.  Cas.  1915B 
Moseatino  County,  121  la.  482,  96  N.  812,  51  L.R.A.(N.S.)  40, 

W.  968,  104  A.  8.  R.  304,  67  L.R.A.  Note:  20  LJI.A.  724. 

624,  affirmed  in  196  U.  S.  276,  25  S.  tiee  Auctions,  vol.  2,  p.  1119. 

Ct  237,  49  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  477.  16.  Mathews  v.  People,  202  lU.  389, 

4.  State  V.  Burgoyne,7Lea  (Tenn.)  67  N.  £.  28,  95  A.  S.  B.  211,  63 
173,  40  Am.  Rep.  60.  L.R.A.  73. 

6.  Wadhams  Oil  Co.  v.  Tracy,  141  17.  McDonald  v.  State,  81  Ala.  279, 

Wis.  150,  123  N.  W.  785,  18  Ann.  2  So.  829,  60  Am.  Rep.  158;  St.  Louis 

Cas.  779  and  note.    See  also  Ex-  v.  St.  Louis  R.  Co.,  89  Mo.  44, 1  S.  W. 

PLOSIONS  AND  EXPLOSIVES,  vol.  11,  p.  305,  58  Am.  Rep.  82;  Frankford,  etc., 

654.  Pass.,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Philadelphia,  58 

6.  See  Danos  and  Druggists,  to].  Pa.  St.  119, 98  Am.  Dec.  242.  See  also 
9,  p.  697.  Railroads;  STR£E?r  Railways. 

7.  Palmer  v.  Stote,  88  Tenn.  553,  13  18.  People  v.  Jenkins,  202  N.  T. 
a  W.  233,  8  L.R.A.  280.  See  also  53,  94  N.  E.  1065,  35  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
Gaming,  vol.  12,  p.  720.  1079;  State  v.  Harrington,  68  Vt.  622, 

8.  Banning  v.  Cincinnati,  81  Ohio  35  Atl.  515,  34  L.R.A.  100;  State  v. 
St.  142,  90  N.  E.  125,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  Foster,  22  R.  I.  163,  46  Atl.  833,  50 
686  and  note.  L.R.A.  339. 

9.  Grand  Rapids  v.  Braudy,  105  19.  Titusville  v.  Brennan,  143  Pa. 
Mich.  670,  64  N.  W.  29,  55  A.  S.  R.  St.  642,  22  Atl.  893,  24  A.  S.  R.  580, 
472.  32  L.R.A.  116.  14  L.R.A.  100,  reversed  in  153  U.  S. 

Note:  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1168,  1172.  289,  14  S.  Ct.  829,  38  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

10.  State  v.  Zeno,  79  Minn.  80,  81  719,  on  the  ground  that  the  imposition 
N.  W.  748,  79  A.  S.  R.  422,  48  L.R.A.  of  the  license  fee  was  an  exercise  of 
88;  State  v.  Briggs,  45  Ore.  366,  77  the  taxing  power  and  not  of  the  police 
Pac.  750,  78  Pac.  361,  2  Ann.  Gaa.  power. 

424  and  note.  20.  Com.    v.    Stoddeer,    2  Cash. 

11.  State  V.  Orr,  68  Conn.  101,  35  (Mass.)  562,  48  -Am.  Dec.  679;  St. 
Atl.  770,  34  L.R.A.  279;  State  v.  Mc-  Paul  v.  Smith,  27  Minn.  364,  7  N.  W. 
Maiion,  69  Minn.  265,  72  N.  W.  79,  734,  38  Am.  Rep.  296;  State  v.  Robin- 
38  L.R.A.  675.  son,  42  Minn.  107,  43  N.  W.  833,  6 

12.  Ex  parte  Cramer,  62  Tex.  Crim.  L.R.A.  339;  Jackson  v,  Newman,  59 
11,  136  S.  W.  61,  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  Miss.  385,  42  Am.  Rep.  367;  Ex  parte 
588,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  78  and  note.      Gregory,  20  Tex.  App.  210,  54  Am. 

13.  Klafter  v.  State  Board  of  Archi-  Rep.  516. 

tect  Kxarainers,  259  111.  15,  102  N.  Notes:  129  A.  S.  R.  284  et  seq.;  20 
E.  193,  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  1221  and  L.R.%.  724. 

note,  46  L.B.A.(N.S.)  532.  See  1.  In  re  Flaherty,  105  Cal.  558,  38 
Architects,  toI.  2,  p.  399.  Pae.  981,  27  L.R.A.  529;  Chicago  v. 

14.  Engel  v.  O'Malley,  219  U.  S.  CoUins,  175  III.  445,  51  N.  E.  907,  67 
128,  31  S.  Ct.  190,  55  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  A.  S.  R.  224,  49  L.R.A.  408  (holding 
128.  See  lUso  Banks,  vol.  3,  p.  378  that  Qie  power  to  regulate  the  use  of 
et  seq.  streets  does  not  authoriu  the  exaction 
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various  types  of  vehicles.'  Within  the  range  of  police  power  may 
be  enumerated  also  those  vocations  and  acts  which  are  Ukely  to 
develop  into  nuisances,  such  as  the  keeping  of  dogs,'  the  operating 
of  chemical  factoriea  and  slaughter  houses/  and  the  keeping  of  sta- 
bles.' In  addition  to  the  foregoing  enumeration,  reference  may  be 
made  to  various  other  occupations  subject  to  regulation  under  the 
police  power  which  are  considered  in  other  parts  of  this  work.'  It 
seems  quite  obvious  that  the  business  of  plumbing  directly  affects 
the  public  health,  so  that  plumbers  may  prc^erly  be  subjected  to 
regulation  under  the  police  power,  and  it  is  so  held  by  a  very  decided 
preponderance  of  authority,'  though  in  a  recent  case  the  court  took 
the  view  that  plumbing  is  one  of  the  ordinary  mechanical  occupa- 
tions which  any  person  has  the  right  to  pursue  without  interference 
under  the  guise  of  an  exercise  of  the  police  power.'  Such  a  license 
law,  however,  must  actually  relate  to  the  public  health  in  order  to 
give  it  validity  as  a  sanitary  measure,  and  it  will  not  be  sustained 
if  it  discriminates  between  individuals  and  corporations  or  partner- 
ships or  if  it  is  monopolistic  in  its  purpose  or  tendency,  as  where 
it  enables  employing  plumbers  to  control  the  right  to  engage  in 
the  plumbing  trade; "  or  if  it  is  otherwise  unreasonable  and  oppres- 
sive, as  where  every  member  of  a  firm  of  plumbers  is  required  to 
obtain  a  license,  regardless  of  the  duties  which  each  is  required  to 

of  a  license  fee  for  their  use  by  private  Markets  ;  Peddlers  ;  PursiciAna  and 
vehicles);  TomlinsoD  v.  Indianapolis,  Surgeons;    Theaters,   Shows  and 
144  Ind.  142,  43  N.  E.  9,  35  L.R.A.  413  Public  RESoirrs;  Warehouses. 
and  note.  7.  Douglas  v.  People,  225  HI.  536, 

2.  Chicago  v.  Morrell,  247  lU.  383,  80  N.  E.  341,  116  A.  S.  R.  162,  8 
03  N.  E.  295,  139  A.  S.  R.  340;  Cora.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1116  and  note;  Singer 
V.  Boyd,  188  Mass.  79,  74  N.  E.  255,  v.  State,  72  Md.  464,  19  Atl.  1044,  8 
108  A,  S.  R.  464;  Applewold  V.  Doscb,  L.R.A.  551;  Com.  v.  Beauliea,  213 
239  Pa.  St.  479,  86  Atl.  1070,  Ann.  Mass.  138,  99  N.  E.  955,  Ann.  Cas. 
Cas.  1914D  481.  1913E  1080  and  note;  People  v.  City 

Note:  129  A.  S.  R.  285.  Prwon,  144  N.  Y.  529,  39  N.  E.  680, 

3.  See  Anfmals,  vol.  1,  pp.  1127-  27  L.R.A.  718;  State  v.  Gardner,  58 
1129.  Ohio  St.  599,  51  N.  E.  136,  65  A.  S. 

4.  Cutsinger  v.  Atlanta,  142  Ga.  R.  785,  41  L.R.A.  689. 

555,  83  S.  E.  263,  Ann.  Cas.  1916C  Notes:  129  A.  S.  R.  271;  20  L.R.A. 

280,  L.R.A.1915B  1097   (stating  the  724. 

rule  to  this  effect).  8.  State  v.  Smith,  42  Wash.  237,  84 

5.  Citv  of  Newton  v.  Joyce,  166  Pac.  851,  114  A.  S.  R.  114,  7  Ann. 
Mass.  83,  44  N.  E.  116,  55  A.  S.  R.  Cas.  577  and  note,  5  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
385.  674  »nd  note. 

6.  See  such  titles  as  Attorneys  at  9.  State  v.  Gardner,  58  Ohio  St.  599, 
Law,  vol.  2,  p.  942;  Brokkrs,  ml.  4,  51  N.  E.  136,  65  A.  S.  R.  785  and 
p.  245;  Disorderly  Houses,  vol.  9,  note,  41  L.R.A.  689. 

p.  220;  Fish  and  Fisheries,  vol.  11,  10.  See  dissenting  opinion  of  Peck- 

p.  1049;  Game  Laws,  vol.  12,  p.  701;  ham,  J.,  in  People  v.  City  Prison,  144 

iNNKEKPERS,  vol.  14,  p.  495;  Intox-  N.  Y.  529,  39  N.  £.  686,  27  L.R.A. 

iCATiNQ  Liquors,  vol.  15,  p.  284;  718. 
Livery  Stable  Keepers,  post,  par.  14: 
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perform  in  the  transaction  of  the  firm  business.^'  The  buainws  of 
undertaking  is  also  one  for  which  a  license  may  be  required  under 
the  police  power^  Uiougb  a  knowledge  of  embalming  cannot  consti- 
tutionally be  required  as  a  prerequisite  to  the  granting  of  an  under- 
taker's license." 

64.  Trades  and  Occupations  Not  under  Police  Power. — ^Under  the 
comprehensive  guaranty  embodied  in  the  word  "liberty/'  in  its  broad 
sense,  as  understood  in  this  country,  and  explained  in  a  preceding 
part^apb,'*  the  common  business  and  callings  of  life,  the  ordinary 
trades  and  pursuits,  which  are  innocent  in  themselves,  and  have  been 
followed  in  all  communities  from  time  immemorial,  must  be  free 
to  all  persons  alike,  and  on  the  same  terms.^*  Under  this  general 
principle,  laws  or  ordinances  cannot  be  sustained  under  the  police 
power  which  seek  to  exact  license  fees  or  impose  regulations  on  useful 
trades  or  vocations  exercisable  of  common  right,  such  as  that  of  horse- 
shoers;^*  laundrymen;"  conductors  of  private  dancing  schools;" 
persons  engaged  in  the  department  store  business;'*  and  persons 
engaged  in  the  business  of  issuing  and  redeeming  trading  stamps.'* 
Emigrant  agents,  that  is,  persons  employing  laborers  to  serve  in 
another  state,  are  also  said  to  pursue  a  common  occupation  which  is 
not  within  the  police  power,**  though  there  is  authority  to  the 
contrary.* 

IX.  Void  Statutes 

65.  Statutes  Void  in  Part — ^It  is  a  rule  of  construction  where  license 
statutes  are  valid  in  part  and  on  account  of  excess  of  Hae  legislative 

power  void  in  part  to  separate  them,  disregarding  the  part  which 
was  beyond  the  power  of  tlie  legislature  to  enact,  and  preserving  only 

11.  Sehnaier  t.  Navarre  Hotel,  etc,  and  note. 

Co.,  182  N.  Y.  83,  74  N.  E.  561,  108  16.  Ex  parte  Sing  Lee,  96  Ca!.  354, 
A.  S.  R.  790,  70  L.R.A.  722.  31  Pae.  245,  31  A.  S.  R.  218,  24  L.R.A. 

12.  State  V.  Rice,  115  Md.  317,  80  195. 

Atl.  1026,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  1247  and  17.  People  v.  Wilber,  198  N.  Y.  1, 

note,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  344;  Wyeth  v.  90  N.  E.  1140,  19  Ann.  Cas.  626,  27 

Board  of  Health,  200  Mass.  474,  86  L.R.A.(N.S.)  357. 

N.  E.  925, 128  A.  S.  R.  439,  23  L.R.A.  18.  SUte  v.  Ashbrook,  154  Mo.  375, 

(N.S.)  147  and  note;  People  v,  Ringe,  55  S.  W.  627,  77  A.  S.  R.  765,  48 

197  N.  Y.  143,  90  N.  E.  451,  18  Ann.  L.R.A.  265. 

Cas.  474  and  note,  27  I*B.A.(N.S.)  19.  Sperry,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Melton,  69 

528.  W.  Va.  124,  71  S.  E.  19,  34  L.R.A. 

IS.  See  supra,  par.  29.  (N.S.)  433.    See  generally,  Tradino 

14.  Schniuer  v.  Navarre  Hotel,  etc.,  Stamps. 

Co.,  182  N.  Y.  83,  74  N.  E.  561,  108  20.  Joseph  v.  Randolph,  71  Ala.  499, 

A.  S.  R.  790,  70  L.R.A.  722.  46  Am.  Rep.  347. 

15.  Bessette  v.  People,  193  111.  334,  1.  SUte  v.  Hunt,  129  N.  C.  686,  40 
62  N.  E.  215,  56  L.R.A.  558;  In  re  S.  E.  216,  85  A.  S.  R.  7^8,  overruling 
Aubrey,  36  Wash.  308,  78  Pae.  900,  SUte  v.  Moore,  113  N.  C.  697,  18  S. 
104  A.  S.  R.  952,  1  Ann.  Caa.  927  E.  342,  22  L.R.A.  472. 
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the  part  which  waa  within  the  legislative  power.'  That  a  portion 
of  an  oidinance  is  invalid  and  must  fall  does  not  necessarily  render 
the  entire  ordinance  void,  or  invalidate  wholly  independent  provi- 
sions.' But  a  statute  must  be  held  wholly  void  if  it  is  not  possible 
for  the  courts  to  separate  the  void  from  the  valid  provisions  or  to 
know  what  the  legislature  would  have  done  in  regard  to  such  valid 
provisions  if  they  had  known  that  the  discrimination  or  other  defective 
provision  was  unconstitutional.*  Illustrating  the  application  of  the 
principle  stated,  it  has  been  held  that  the  invalidity  of  a  penal 
provision  for  the  enforcement  of  an  ordinance  imposing  an  occu- 
pation or  license  tax  does  not  invalidate  its  valid  parts  when  such  parts 
form  a  complete  ordinance,  and  are  not  dependent  on  the  void  portion.* 
66.  Recovery  Back  of  License  Fees  Illegally  Exacted. — It  is  a 
general  rule  that  a  license  tax  exacted  by  a  municipality  for  the  privi- 
lege of  following  a  vocation  or  conducting  a  business,  if  voluntarily 
paid,  cannot  be  recovered  back  on  the  ground  of  the  illegality  of  the 
tax.  If  there  is  no  coercion,  no  mistake  of  facts,  but  only  ignorance 
of  the  law,  the  case  falls  within  the  rule  of  voluntary  payments.* 
Under  this  rule  the  illegality  of  the  demand  paid  constitutes  of  itself 
no  ground  for  relief,  but  there  must  be,  in  addition,  some  compulsion 
or  coercion  attending  its  assertion  which  controls  the  conduct  of  tlie 
party  making  the  payment.'  Tliat  a  mere  protest  is  made  is  held 
insufficient  under  the  general  rule  to  render  involuntary  a  payment 

2.  Ex  parte  Byles,  93  Ark.  612,  126  843,  47  N.  W.  280,  27  A.  S.  B.  436, 
S.  W.  94,  37  L.B.A.(N.S.)  774.  See  9  L.B.A.  786,  overruled  on  anothei 
also  Constitutional  IjAW,  vol.  6,  p.  point  hy  Rosenbloom  v.  State,  64  Neb 
121  et  seq.  342,  89  N.  W.  1053,  57  L.R.A.  922. 

3.  Southwestern  Oil  Co.  v.  Texas,  6.  Brumagim  v.  TUlingbast,  18  Cal. 
217  U.  S.  114,  30  S.  Ct.  496,  54  U.  S.  265,  79  Am.  Dec.  176  and  note;  Shep- 
(L.  ed.)  688;  Ft.  Smith  v.  Scru^,  perd  v.  Sumpter  County,  59  Ga.  535, 
70  Ark.  549,  69  S.  W.  679,  91  A.  S.  R.  27  Am.  Rep.  394;  Ligonier  v.  Acker- 
100,  58  L.R.A.  921;  Ex  parte  Haskell,  man,  46  Ind.  552,  15  Am.  Rep.  323; 
112  Cal.  412,  44  Pae.  725,  32  L.R.A.  Claflin  v.  McDonough,  33  Mo.  412,  84 
527;  St.  Louis  v.  Grafeman  Dairy  Co.,  Am.  Dec.  54;  Camden  v.  Green,  54  N. 
190  Mo.  492,  89  S.  W.  617,  1  L.R.A.  J.  L.  591,  25  Atl.  357,  33  A.  S.  ,R. 
(N.S.)  936;  Magneau  v.  Fremont,  30  686  and  note;  Robinson  v.  Charleston. 
Neb.  843,  47  N.  W.  280,  27  A.  S.  R.  2  Rich.  L.  (S.  C.)  317,  45  Am.  Det 
436,  9  L.R.A.  786,  overruled  on  anoth-  739  and  note;  Phoebus  v.  Manhattan 
er  point  by  Rosenbloom  v.  State,  64  Social  Club,  105  Va.  144,  52  S.  E.  839, 
Neb.  342,  89  N.  W.  1053,  57  L.R.A.  8  Ann.  Caa.  667;  Noyea  v.  State,  46 
922;  Com.  v.  Clark,  195  Pa.  St.  634,  Wis.  250,  1  N.  W.  1,  32  Am,  Rep. 
46  Atl.  286,  86  A.  S.  B.  694,  57  L.R.A,  710. 

348.  Note:  94  A.  S.  B.  437  et  seq. 

4.  Barrett  t.  New  York,  232  U.  S.  See  also  Intoxicating  Liquoas,  toL 
14,  34  S.  Ct.  203,  58  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  16,  p.  316.  And  see  generally,  Pat- 
483;  Com.  v..Hana,  195  Mass.  262,  81  hbnt. 

N.  E.  149,  122  A.  S.  R.  251,  11  Ann.  7.  Brumagim  v.  Tillingfaast,  18  CaL 

Caa.  514,  11  L.B.A.(N.S.)  799.  265,  79  Am.  Dec  176  and  note. 

5.  Magneau  v.  IVemont,  30  Neb. 
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of  an  illegal  tax,^  for,  in  addition  to  a  protest,  to  entitle  a  person 
to  recover  back  money  so  paid  it  must  have  been  exacted  under  a 
threat  of  prosecution  or  other  coercion.*  Following  the  general  rule, 
though  payment  is  made  under  protest,  it  is  not  to  be  deemed  com- 
pulsory where  the  only  means  of  enforcing  the  penalty  of  fine  and 
imprisonment  is  by  an  ocdinary  judicial  proceeding,  giving  the 
party  opportunity  to  make  his  defense.^^  Many  jurisdictions  refuse 
to  follow  the  more  general  rule  into  its  labyrinth  of  rigid  and  often 
unjust  technicalities.  And  so  it  has  been  asserted  that  where  a  city 
council  exceeds  its  authority  in  making  a  tax  assessment,  and  demant^ 
and  receives  more  than  the  charter  permits,  which  was  paid  under 
pressure  of  the  summary  remedies  prescribed  for  collection,  and  of 
a  heavy  penalty  for  nonpayment,  it  is  ag£iinst  good  conscience  to 
retain  the  money,  and  an  action  will  lie  to  recover  it  back.^^  Simi- 
larly, a  rule  is  declared  that  when  a  tax  has  been  paid  under  pro- 
test, and  such  tax  is  illegal,  the  taxpayer  may  recover  it  by  action ; 
and  in  a  number  of  jurisdictions  this  right  is  given  by  statute.*' 
A  rule  is  stated  to  the  effect  that  if  at  the  time  the  demand  is  made 
the  collector  is  armed  with  authority  of  law  to  seize  the  goods  or 
arrest  the  party  if  the  tax  is  not  paid,  and  the  party  objects  to  its 
collection  because  of  its  illegality,  but  pays  to  prevent  a  seizure  ^f 
his  goods  or  the  arrest  of  his  person,  the  payment  is  compulsory 
and  may  be  recovered  back.  But,  even  under  this  rule,  if  no  duress 
of  person  or  of  property  was  threatened,  and  the  payments  were 
voluntarily  made,  the  complainant  is  not  entitled  to  recover.**  The 
legality  of  a  city  ordinance  requiring  payment  of  money  for  licenses, 
and  imposing  a  heavy  penalty  for  a  violation,  may  be  tested  by  the 
party  making  payment,  in  an  action  to  recover  back  tiie  money.** 
But  it  would  be  most  mischievous  to  bring  an  action  to  recover  back 
money  so  paid,  after  it  has  been  expended  on  tlie  assumption  that 
it  was  lawfully  acquired,  and  particularly  after  tiie  payment  of  it 
may  have  been  acquiesced  in  for  a  long  period  of  time.**  Of  course 
where  the  tax  is  not  illegal  or  unauthorized,  it  is  a  matter  of  no 

8.  Claflin  v.  MoDonough,  33  Mo.     12.  Leonard  v.  Reed,  46  Colo.  307, 
412,  84  Am.  Dee.  54;  Phoebus  v.  Man-  104  Pac.  410,  133  A.  S.  R.  77. 
hattan  Social  Club,  105  Va.  144,  52      Note:  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  862. 

S.  E.  839,  8  Ann.  Cas.  667.  See  Taxation.  • 

9.  Ligonier  v.  Ackerman,  46  Ind.  13.  Shelton  v.  Piatt,  139  U.  S.  591, 
652,  15  Am.  Rep.  323.  11  S.  Ct.  646,  35  U.  8.  (U  ed.)  273. 

10.  Note:  45  Am.  Dec.  166.  Note:  8  Ann.  Cas.  670. 

11.  Harrodsburg  v.  Renfro,  (Ky.)  14.  Jackson  v.  Newman,  69  Miss. 
58  S.  W.  795,  51  L.R.A.  897;  MarshaU  385,  42  Am.  Rep.  367. 

V.  Snediker,  25  Tex.  460,  78  Am.  Dec.      15.  Marshall  v.  Snediker,  25  Tex. 
534  and  note;  HoeflingT.  San  Antonio,  460,  78  Am.  Dee.  534^    See  also  In- 
85  Tex.  228,  20  S.  W.  85,  16  L.B^  toxicatino  Liquobs,  vol.  15,  p.  315. 
608.  16.  Robinson  t.  Charleston,  2  Rich. 

Note:  94  A.  S.  R.  437.  L.  (S.  C.)  317,  45  Am.  Dee.  739. 
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consequence  as  to  whether  payment  is  voluntarily  or  involuntarily 
made,  since  under  such  conditions  it  may  not  be  recovered  back.'' 
It  has  been  held  that  if  a  tax  collector  causes  an  execution  for  taxes 
to  be  issued  against  one  not  engaged  in  the  business  on  which  the 
tax  in  question  has  been  imposed,  and,  through  a  levy  by  the  sheriiT, 
coerces  the  payment  of  such  tax,  recovery  may  be  had  against  him.^* 

X.  Bbvocatiok  of  License 

67.  In  General. — From  the  fact  that  a  legal  license  confers  no 
right  or  estate  or  vested  interest,  it  would  seem  to  follow  that  it  is 

at  all  times  revocable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  authority  from  which 
it  emanates;  and  hence  it  is  a  general  rule  that  the  grant  of  a  privi- 
lege license  being  a  governmental  power  may  be  wi&drawn  at  the 
discr^on  of  the  legislature,^*  or  the  municipality  to  which  its  author- 
ity is  delegated.*  A  licensee  takes  his  license  subject  to  such  con- 
ditions as  the  legislature  sees  fit  to  impose;  and  one  of  the  conditions 
is  that  it  may  be  revoked  by  a  municipality  at  its  pleasure,'  or,  as 
the  laws  may  provide,  for  cause.*  And  the  legislature  may  pass  a 
law  that  may  in  the  future  interfere  with  rights  that  once  existed 
under  a  license  that  has  expired  before  the  law  goes  into  effect.*  A 
nflinicipality  is  not  necessarily  limited  in  its  powers  because  of  the 
fact  that  a  licensee  ha$  incurred  expense  in  erecting  buildings  or 
other  s^ctures  for  operating  his  business;*  although  it  has  been 
held  that  an  ordinance  forbidding  the  maintenance  of  a  slaughter 
house  within  the  limits  of  a  city  cannot  be  enforced  against  one 
who  is  operating  under  a  license  granted  by  an  ordinance  which 
remains  in  force  and  unrepealed.*  Generally,  an  applicant  for  a 
license  incident  to  a  legitimate  enjoyment  of  property  is  entitled  to 
know  the  full  measure  of  immunity  that  can  be  granted  to  him 
before  making  the  expenditure  of  money  required  to  carry  out  his 
purpose.  Under  the  laws  that  relate  to  the  subject  of  such  a  license, 


17.  American  Ezp.  Co.  v.  St.  Joseph, 
66  Mo.  657,  27  Am.  Rep.  382. 

18.  Stewart  v.  Atlanta  Beef  Co.,  93 
Ga.  12,  18  S.  E.  981,  41  A.  S.  R.  119. 

19.  Doyle  v.  Contdnental  Ins.  Co., 
94  U.  S.  535,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  148; 
Wallace  v.  Reno,  27  Nev.  71,  73  Pac. 
528,  103  A.  S..  R.  747,  63  L.R.A.  337; 
State  V.  Burgoyne,  7  Lea  (Tenn.)  173, 
40  Am.  Rep.  60.  See  supra,  par.  2,  as 
to  license  not  creating  any  vested  in- 
terest. 

1.  Hibbard  v.  Chicago,  173  HI.  91, 
50  N.  E.  256,  40  L.R.A.  621;  People 
V.  New  York  Health  Dept.,  189  N.  T. 
187,  82  N.  E.  187,  13  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


894  and  note;  Hutchins  v.  Durham, 
118  N.  C.  457,  24  S.  E.  723,  32  L.R.A. 
706;  State  v.  Milwaukee,  140  Wis.  3% 
121  N.  W.  658,  133  A.  S.  R.  lOfiO. 

2.  ChUd  V.  Bemus,  17  R.  I.  230,  21 
Ati.  539, 12  L.R.A.  57. 

3.  See  infra,  par.  68,  as  to  GTOumln 
of  revocation. 

4.  State  V.  Burgoyne,  7  Lea  (Tenn.) 
173,  40  Am.  Rep.  60. 

5.  Douglass  V.  Greenville,  92  S.  C. 
374.  75  S.  £.  687,  49  LJl.A.rN.8  ) 
958. 

6.  Zimmezman  v.  Gritzmacher,  53 
Ore.  206,  98  Pac.  875, 1135,  21  L.R.A, 
(N.S.)  299. 
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he  has  a  right  to  infer  that  he  can  safely  act,  with  the  assurance  that, 
80  long  as  he  complies  with  the  requirements  under  whidi  it  is 
proposed  to  grant  the  privilege,  he  has  a  constitutional  claim  to  pro- 
tection, until  the  legislature  farther  restricts,  entirely  abolishes, 
th&  right  bestowed.  As  a  rule  therefore,  under  statutes  regulating 
the  conduct  of  certain  kinds  of  employment  or  of  business  which 
require  the  protection  of  a  license  before  they  can  be  lawfully  prose- 
cuted, the  penalty  of  forfeiture  is  dealt  with  either  by  conferring  on 
the  licensing  board  or  some  other  tribunal  express  authority  to  tevoke 
or  else  a  general  power  is  delegated,  under  which  such  a  clause  may 
be  inserted  in  the  license  itself.'  From  the  nature  of  a  license,  and 
becaiise  of  the  fact  that  a  municipality  cannot  confer  irrevocable 
rights  thereunder,  it  is  apparent  that  ordinarily  no  estoppel  can  be 
based  on  a  mere  rescdution  or  order  of  a  dty  council  for  the  revocation 
of  a  license.* 

68.  Causes  for  Revocation. — ^The  power  of  the  state  to  cancel  a 
license  necessarily  includes  the  power  to  determine  for  what  causes 
and  in  what  manner  the  revocation  shall  be  made;  and  since  the 
right  of  exclusion  belongs  to  the  state,  the  means  by  which  it  accom- 
pli<ihes  that  result  are  not  the  subject  of  judicial  inquiry.*  In  gen- 
eral the  action  of  a  board  or  officer  in  revoking  a  license  must  not 
be  arbitrary.  It  must  be  for  cause,  only,  and  based  on  specific 
charges  made  and  evidence  submitted;  and  where  a  statute  ot  ordi- 
nance authorizes  ihe  revocation  of  a  license  for  causes  enumerated, 
such  license  cannot  be  revoked  on  any  ground  other  than  the  causes 
specified.  On  the  other  hand,  a  revocation  or  forfeiture  of  license 
or  privilege  may  be  enforced  for  any  causes  specified  in  the  grant 
of  authority.'^  It  is  evident,  however,  that  where  the  statute  gives 
an  office  power  to  revoke  licenses  for  certain  causes  this  does  not 
deny  the  licensee  access  to  the  courts  for  any  injury  done  him  by 
the  revocation  in  his  person,  property,  or  reputation,  in  violation 
of  the  state  constitution.^'  Where  a  statute  authorizes  a  board  to 
revoke  a  license  for  misconduct  likely  to  deceive  or  defraud  tlie 
public,  it  should  fix  a  standard  by  which  such  fact  may  be  deter- 
mined.**  Licenses  from  the  public  are  in  all  cases  granted  under' 

7.  Lowell  V.  Arefaambanlt,  189  Mass.  oUs,  131  Minn.  195,  154  N.  W.  964, 
70,  75  N.  E.  65,  1  Ii.R.A.(N.S.)  486,  L.B.A.1916C  224. 

and  note.  11.  Wheeling,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Tria- 

8.  Hibbard  v.  Chicago,  173  III.  91,  delphia,  58  W.  Va.  487,  52  S.  E.  489, 
50  N.  E.  256,  40  L.R.A.  621.  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  321. 

9.  Doyle  v.  Continental  Ins.  Co.,  94  12.  Stone  v.  Fritts,  169  Ind.  361,  82 
U.  S.  535,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  148.  N.  E.  792,  14  Ann.  Gas.  295  and  note, 

10.  Klafter  v.  State  Board  of  Archi-  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1147. 

tect  Examiners,  259  111.  15,  102  N.  E.      13.  Mathews  v.  Murphy,  (Ky.)  63 
193,  46  L.R.A.(N.S.)  532,  Ann.  Cas.  S.  W.  785,  64  L.R.A.  415. 
1914B  1221;  Bainbridge  v.  Minneap- 
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statutory  enactmonts  or  municipal  ordinances.  And,  where  these  pro- 
vide a  method  of  revocation,  that  method  must  be  followed.  If  notice 
and  a  hearing  are  provided  for,  a  revocation  without  these  is  a 
nullity.  If  it  is  expressly  provided  that  no  notice  is  necessary,  the 
licensee  cannot  claim  it  of  right  Where  the  enactment  is  silent  as 
to  notice  or  hearing  on  revocation,  the  necessity  of  whether  it  should 
be  given  must  be  determined  from  the  character  of  the  case  and  the 
local  practice."  Where  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  a  business  is 
a  nuii^ce,  a  menace  to  public  health,  or  detrimental  to  peace  or 
morals,  a  license  of  such  business  may  be  revoked  even  before  the 
expiration  of  the  time  for  which  it  has  been  granted,  and  without 
notice  to  the  licensee,  provided  only  that  statutory  authority  and 
conditions  be  pursued." 

69.  Authority  to  Revoke. — The  general  rule  is  that  the  power  of 
a  municipality  to  revoke  licenses  to  carry  on  a  business  may  arise 
either  from  express  grant,  or  from  the  power  to  regulate  and  control. 
It  will  not  be  implied  from  a  mere  delegation  of  the  power  to  license; 
and  where  conferred,  it  cannot  be  exercised  in  an  unreasonable  or 
arbitrary  manner,  or  for  any  purpose  other  than  the  protection  of 
public  health,  safety,  morals  or  welfare.'*  There  is  no  del^ation 
of  power  in  conferring  on  a  state  board  authority  to  revoke  a  license 
for  gross  incompetency  or  recklessness."  Neither  is  the  granting 
or  revocation  of  a  license  by  a  state  board  an  exercise  of  judicial  power, 
as  that  term  is  understood  in  reference  to  the  distribution  of  the  powers 
of  government.**  A  license  is  not  revoked  as  a  punishment,  but  in 
the  exercise  of  the  state's  discretion,  under  its  police  power,  as  to 
whether  the  person  holding  the  license  is  properly  qualified  to  con- 
tinue in  his  profession.**  Where  the  prescribed  administrative  pro- 
cedure is  followed,  the  action  of  the  revoking  board  is  ordinarily 

14.  People  V.  New  York  Health  193,  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  1221,  46  L.R.A. 
Dept.,  189  N.  Y.  187,  82  N.  E.  187, 13  (N.S.)  532. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  894  and  note.  18.  Klafter  v.  State  Board  of  Archi- 

15.  Wallace  v.  Reno,  27  Nev.  71,  73  toct  Examiners,  259  111.  15,  102  N. 


Pac.  528,  103  A.  S.  R.  747,  63  L.E.A. 
337;  Child  v.  Bemus,  17  R.  I.  230,  21 
Atl.  539,  12  L.R.A.  57;  State  v.  Mil- 
waukee, 140  Wis.  38,  121  N.  W.  658, 
133  A.  S.  R.  1060. 


E.  193,  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  1221,  46 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  532;  Stone  v.  Fritts,  169 
Ind.  361,  82  N.  E.  792,  14  Ann.  Cas. 
295,  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1147. 


16.  Peginis  v.  Atlanta,  132  Qa.  302, 
63  S.  E.  857,  35  L.R.A.(N.S.)  716  and 
note;  Child  v.  Bemus,  17  R.  I.  230,  21 
Atl.  539,  12  L.R.A.  57;  State  v.  Mil- 
waukee, 140  Wis.  38,  121  N.  W.  658, 
133  A.  S.  R.  1060. 


Note:  13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  894. 
19.  Hawker  v.  New  York,  170  U. 


17.  Klafter  v.  State  Board  of  Archi- 
tect EzaminerB,  259  111.  IS,  102  N.  E. 


S.  189, 18  S.  Ct.  573,  42  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
1002;  State  Medical  Board  v.  McCrary, 
95  Ark.  5U,  130  S.  W.  544,  Ann.  Cas. 
1912A  631,  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  783;  Klaf- 
ter V.  State  Board  of  Architect  Exam- 
iners, 259  111.  15,  102  N.  E.  193,  Ann. 
Cas.  1914B  1221,  46  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
532. 
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not  subject  to  review.**  If,  however,  their  action  is  arbitmiy,  tyran- 
nical, and  unreasonable,  or  ia  based  on  false  information,  the  relator 
may  have  a  remedy  through  mandamus  to  right  the  wrong  which 

he  has  suflFered.^ 


70.  In  General. — License  fees  may  be  enforced  in  a  variety  of 
ways.  The  usual  method  is  by  fine  and  imprisonment.*  Another 
method  approved  as  constitutional  is  collection  by  summary  proc- 
ess under  which  the  collecting  officer  is  authorized  to  seize  and  sell  the 
goods  used  in  the  particular  business  by  the  persra  liable,*  but  a  stat* 
ute  providing  that  such  property  may  be  so  seized  and  sold/ without 
any  notice  to  the  owner,  or  any  trial  or  opportunity  to  be  heard, 
and  leaving  him  without  any  remedy  whatever,  violates  the  constitu- 
tional provision  as  to  due  process  of  law.*  Provision  is  sometimes 
made  for  a  statutory  lien  as  a  method  of  enforcement  In  this  con- 
nection it  has  been  held  that  an  owner  of  real  property  is  not  denied 
due  process  of  law  by  the  fact  that  a  tax  imposed  on  the  business 
of  cigarette  selling  is  made  a  lien  on  the  property  where  the  business 
is  carried  on.  Furthermore,  due  process  of  law  does  not  require 
that,  as  to  a  person  actually  carrying  on  such  business,  notice  be 
given  of  the  assessment  or  levy  of  the  tax  imposed  on  the  triJfic, 
ttiere  being,  under  the  statute,  no  dispretiou  as  to  the  amount  of  the 
tax.*  Under  the  rule  stated  a  license  tax  on  a  corpcntition,  and  pen- 
alty for  its  nonpayment,  may  be  made  a  lien  on  its  tangible  prop- 
erty.* Of  course,  a  lawful  tender  of  payment,  as  welt  as  an  actual 
payment,  of  taxes  deprives  the  collecting  officer  of  all  authority  for 
further  action  to  enforce  payment,  and  renders  every  subsequent 
step  illegal  and  void.^  An  action  of  debt  to  recover  the  fee  will  not 
lie  unless  the  statute  or  ordinance  so  provides,  as  is  sometimes  done.* 

20.  Stone  v.  li^tts,  169  Ind.  361,  82  4.  Cfaaavin  t.  Baliton,  8  Vtmt.  461, 

N.  E.  792, 14  Ann.  Gas.  295, 15  LJI.A.  20  Pae.  658,  3  L.R.A.  194.  As  to  no- 

(N.S.)  1147  and  note;  Wallaoe  t.  tice  and  opportunity  to  be  heard  as 

Reno,  27  Nev.  71,  73  Pac  528,  103  an  deonenl  of  dne  process  of  law,  see 

A  8.  R.  747,  63  L.B.A.  337;  Cbild  v.  CkiNsnTunOHAi.  Law,  vol  6,  p.  446 

Bemos,  17  R.  I.  230,  21  Ati.  539,  12  et  seq. 

L.R.A  67.  6.  Hodge  v.  Hnseatine  County,  186 

1.  People  y.  New  York  Health  Dept,  U.  S.  276,  25  S.  Ct  237,  49  U.  8.  (L. 

189  N.  T.  187,  82  N.  E.  187, 13  L.RA..  ed.)  477. 


3.  McMillen  v.  Anderson,  95  U.  8.  v.  Tins^ey,  34  Utah  369,  98  Pac.  180, 
37,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  335;  Hodge  v.  131  A.  8.  R.  850,  28  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
Muscatine  County,  121  la.  482,  96  N.  255.  ^ 

W.  968,  104  A.  S.  B.  304,  67  L.R.A.  7.  Hoyal  v.  Virginia,  116  U.  8.  572, 
624  (affirmed  in  196  U.  S.  276),  25  6  S.  Ct.  510,  29  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  73.i. 


XI.  Enforcement  of  License  Tax 


(N.8.)  894. 
S.  See  infra,  par.  71. 


Note:  20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  42. 
6.  Blaekruek  Copper  «Min.,  etc.,  Co. 


S.  Ct.  237,  46  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  477. 


8.  People  V.  Craycroft,  2  Gal.  243, 
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71.  Fine  and  Imprisonment — Customarily,  the  payment  of  license 
and  occupation  taxes  is  enforceable  by  Bne  and  imprisonment;  *  and 
this  ia  the  role  even  though  the  license  is  for  purposes  of  revenue.'^ 
Of  course,  following  the  general  rule  as  to  uniformity,  those  «agaged 
in  a  business  lawful  and  orderly  in  itself,  although  subject  to  license 
and  regulation,  cannot  be  made  a  class  on  which  a  penul  statute 
shall  operate  to  the  exclusion  of  others,  where  the  crime  defined  is 
not  peculiar  to  such  business  but  is  common  to  all,  and,  to  be  sus- 
tained, must  include  within  its  terms  all  who  may  be  likewise  guilty.*^ 
The  fact  that  in  a  proceeding  instituted  to  recover  a  fine  for  breach 
of  a  license  ordinance  the  defendant  may  be  subjected  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  fine  does  not,  of  its^f,  entitle  him  to  the  license." 
AVhile  a  license  may  be  forfeited,  in  a  criminal  prosecution,  for  cer- 
tain unfair  dealings  in  the  conduct  of  the  licensee's  business,  no  such 
penalty  can  be  imposed  in  a  civil  suit  brought  by  a  private  party." 
It  has  been  held  that  the  motives  and  purposes  inducing  the  passage 
of  a  penal  ordinance  licensing  and  regulating  breweries,  distilleries 
and  depots  are  irrelevant,  and  courts  will  not  inquire  into  them.** 

Xn.  Nohpay!mbnt  or  License  Fees  as  Affecting  Contracts 

72.  Contracts  Held  Valid  Notwithstanding  Default. — As  to  whether 
one  who  defaults  in  the  payment  of  a  license  tax  on  his  business  may 
recover  on  a  contract  growing  out  of  such  business,  the  authorities 
generally  turn  on  the  question  as  to  nature  of  the  act  itself  and  the 
character  of  the  prohibition  against  such  act.  Perhaps  the  better 
and  more  reasonable  rule  is  that,  where  prohibition  of  the  business 
is  implied  from  a  penalty  imposed  and  there  is  no  declaration  in  the 
statute  making  the  prohibited  act  void,  the  doing  of  such  act  is  not 
illegal,  and  a  recovery  may  be  had  on  tiie  contract.**    This  rule 

56  Am.  Dec.  331 ;  Western  Union  Tele-  12.  Denver  City  R.  Co.  v.  Denver, 

faph  Co.  V.  Fremont,  43  Neb.  499,  61  21  Colo.  350,  41  Pac.  826,  52  A.  S.  R. 

W.  724,  26  L.R.A.  898.  239,  29  L.R.A.  608. 

9.  Denver  City  R.  Co.  v.  Denver,  21  13.  Qilly  v.  Hirsh,  122  La.  966,  48 
Colo.  350,  41  Pac.  826,  52  A.  S.  R.  So.  422,  20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  972. 

239,  29  L.R.A.  608;  Rosenbloom  v.  14.  Laurens  v.  Anderson,  76  S.  C. 

State,  64  Neb.  342,  89  N.  W.  1053,  67  62,  55  S.  E.  136,  117  A.  8.  R.  886,  9 

L.RA.  922;  Norris  v.  Lincoln,  93  Neb.  Ann.  Cas.  1003. 

658.  142  N.  W.  114,  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  16.  Wood  v.  Krepps,  168  Cal.  382, 

1194  and  note;  Salt  Lake  City  v.  143  Pac.  691,  L.R.A.1915B  851;  Ver- 

CImstensen  Co.,  34  Utah  38,  95  Pac.  mont  Loan,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Hoffman,  p 

.523,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  898.  Idaho  376,  49  Pac  314,  95  A.  S.  R. 

10.  Chicago  v.  MoreU,  247  IM.  383,  186,  37  L.R.A.  509;  Manker  v.  To«igh, 
93  N.  W.  295,  139  A.  S.  R.  340.  79  Kan.  46,  98  Pac.  792,  17  Ann.  Cas. 

11.  Spokane  v.  Macho,  51  Wash.  208,  19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  675;  HincHev 
322,  98  Pac.  755,  130  A.  S.  R.  1100,  v.  Germania  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  140  Mass. 
21  L.R.A.(N.S.)  263  and  note.  See  38,  1  N.  E.  737,  54  Am.  Rep.  445; 
supra,  par.  11,  as  to  the  general  rule  Maadlebaum  v.  Qregovich,  17  Nev.  87, 
referred  to.  2S  Pac.  121,  45  Am.  Rep.  433;  Hughv 
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proceeds  on  the  theory  that  in  all  such  cases  the  only  penalty  pre- 
scribed is  that  of  a  fine,**  and,  therefore,  that  the  denial  of  a  remedy 
on  tlie  contract  would  be  tantamount  tO'  an  additional  penalty  or 
fine  in  the  amount  the  party,  by  the  terms  of  the  contract,  is  entitled 
to  recover.^^  In  accordance  with  this  rule  it  has  been  held  that 
if  a  statute  requires,  under  a  penalty,  that  persons  engaged  in  loan- 
ing money  shall  pay  a  license  tax,  a  failure  to  comply  with  the  statute 
does  not  predade  the  right  to  recover  money  loaned."  Likewise, 
it  has  been  applied  and  recoveries  permitted  thereunder  in  an  action' 
on  an  insurance  policy,  where  the  property  of  a  buaness  was  destroyed 
after  expiration  and  before  renewal  of  license,^*  and  in  an  Action  by 
a  traveling  m^hant^  who  has  subjected  himself  to  a  penalty  for 
selling  goods  without  a  license,  holding  that  he  might  still  recover 
their  |^ce,  the  sale  not  being  ejq)ressly  prohibited  by  the  statute.*** 
73.  Honpayment  of  License  Fees  as  Vitiating  Contracts. — In  many 
jurisdictions  it  is  a  rule  that  if  the  carrying  on  of  a  business  or  the 
making  of  a  contract  is  expreesly  prohibited  unless  a  license  fee  is  first 
paid,  any  contract  without  paying  such  license  is  void,  and  will 
not  therefore  be  enforced  by  th^  courts.*  But  if  the  statute  merely 
imposes  a  penalty  for  carrying  on  the  business  or  making  the  con- 

V.  SneU,  28  OUa.  828,  115  Pae.  U05,  Ner.  87,  28  Pae.  m,  46  Am.  Rep. 

Ann.  Caa.  1012D  374,  34  L.R.A.(N.S.)  433. 

1133.  1.  Levy  v.  Kansas  City,  168  Fed. 

Notes:  12  LR.A.(N.S.)  618;  Ann.  524,  93  C.  C.  A.  523,  22  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

Cas.  1915B  931.  862  and  note;  Sunflower  Lumber  Co. 

See  infra,  par.  73,  for  tiie  rule  that  v.  Turner  Supply  Co.,  158  Ala.  191,  48 

such  contracts  are  invalid.  So.  510,  132  A.  8.  R.  20;  Iievi^Q  v. 

16.  Wood  V.  Krepps,  168  Cal.  382,  Boas,  150  Cal.  185,  88  Pac.  825,  11 

143  Pae.  691,  L.R.A.1915B  851;  Ver-  Ajin.  Cas.  661,  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  575 

mont  Loan,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Hoffman,  5  and  note;  Wood  v.  Krepps,  168  Cal. 

Idalio  376,  49  Pae.  314,  95  A.  S.  R.  382,  143  Pac.  691,  L.R.A.1915B  851; 

186,  37  L.R.A.  509;  Mandlebaum  v.  Douthart  v.  Congdon,  197  lU.  349,  64" 

Gregovieh,  17  Nev.  87,  28  Pac.  121,  N.  E.  348,  90  A.  S.  R.  167;  Denning 

45  Am.  Rep.  433;  Hughes  v.  Snell,  28  Yount,  62  Kan.  217,  61  Pac.  803.  50 

Okla.  828',  115  Pac.  1105,  Ann.  Cas.  i^^"^*       W^^Ji.  ""i/f  n?.^' 

1912D  374  and  note,  34  LR.A.(N.S.)  ^'  S-,r1iJt\fo  ^«  rTi' 

2133  Randall  v.  Tueil,  89  Me.  443,  36  AU. 

Manker  v.  Tough,  79  Kan.  46,  S  ^^^i"  J^^U^o"^^"^?^^!; 

rS.'R.'JS?lf£Rl.^423Vd'nLt^ 

,o  w                       ,-o  ^  .  oQo  PoUard  V.  Phoenix  Ins.  Co.,  63  Miss. 

,AK^'*t.\^?^r!.li^.^^-^^'  244,  56  Am.  Rep.  805;  Puckett  v. 

143  Pac.  691,  L.R.Aa915B  851;  Ver-  Alexander,  102  N  C.  95,  8  S.  E.  767, 

mont  Loan,  etc.,  Co.  t.  Hofifman,  5  3  UR.A.  43;  Johnson  v.  Berry,  20  S. 

Idaho  376,  49  Pac.  314,  95  A.  S.  B.  D.  133,  104  N.  W.  1114,  1  L.R.A. 

184,  37  L.R.A.  509.  (N.S.)  1159  and  note  (applying  the 

19.  Hinckley  v.  Qermania  Fire  Ins.  rule  where  the  statute  required  the 
Co.,  140  Mass.  38, 1  N.  E.  737,  54  Am.  giving  of  a  bond  as  a  condition  prece- 
Rep.  445.  dent  to  doing  the  business). 

20.  Mandlebaum  v.  Oregovicfa,  17  Note:  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  613  et  seq 
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tract  without  a  license,  the  contract  is  not  void.*  As  to  what  may 
amount  to  prohibition  of  a  business  whose  conduct  is  required  to 

be  under  license,  the  courts  are  in  conflict.  It  seems  to  be  a  general 
doctrine  now  well  settled  by  the  authorities  that  when  the  object  of 
the  statute  or  ordinance  in  requiring  a  license  for  the  privilege  of 
carrying  on  a  certain  business  is  to  prev^t  improper  persons  from 
engaging  in  that  particular  business,  or  is  for  the  purpose  of  regu- 
lating it  for  the  protection  of  the  public  or  in  the  interest  of  public 
morals,  health,  or  police,  the  imposition  of  the  penalty  amounts  to 
a  prohibition  against  doing  the  business  without  a  license,  and  a  con- 
tract made  by  an  unlicensed  person  in  violation  of  the  statute  or 
ordinance  is  void.*  Some  authorities  hold  that  when  the  object  of 
the  statute  or  ordinance  in  imposing  a  license  to  conduct  a  harmless 
and  legitimate  business  is  solely  for  the  purpose  of  yielding  a  public 
revenue,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  protection,*  contracts  made  in 
the  course  of  such  business  are  valid,  notwithstanding  a  penalty  is 
imposed  for  a  failure  to  obtain  a  license  to  conduct  it.*  In  support 
of  the  rule  denying  the  right  to  recover  under  circumstances  which 
may  be  deemed  to  be  of  a  prohibitive  character,  it  has  been  said 
that  the  purpose  of  the  law  is  to  ^nstrain  tiiose  who  would  enjoy 
the  privileges  taxed  to  pay  the  price  and  obtain  license  by  a  twofold 
penalty,  one  being  fine  or  imprisdnment,  or  both,  and  the  other 
disability  to  claim  under  any  contract  made  in  reference  to  the  busi- 
ness carried  on  in  disregard  of  law;  one  to  be  enfoived  through  the 
machinery  provided  for  the  punishment  of  misdemeanors,  and  the 
other  on  the  plea  of  the  party  sought  to  be  held  liable  on  the  con- 
tracts made  in  reference  to  tiie  business.*  Under  tho  general  rule 
stated  in  tiiis  paragraph,  where  real  estate  agents  were  denied  the 
right  to  recover  commissions  for  the  sale  of  land  upon  the  ground 
that  their  business  was  carried  on  in  violation  of  a  city  ordinance 
requiring  the  "payment  of  a  license  tax,  with  iho  provi^ons  of  which 
they  had  failed  to  comply,  and  pending  a  suit  to  recover  such  com- 
missions, the  ordinance  was  repealed,  without  a  saving  clause,  it  was 
held  that  the  repeal  did  not  act  retrospectively,  nor  did  it  have  the 
effect  of  giving  validity  to  a  transaction  whidi  was  unlawful  at  the 
beginning.* 

74.  License  Tax  by  Both  City  and  State.— The  fact  that  the  stat- 
ute requires  a  license  to  be  taken  out  for  the  privilege  of  pursuing  an 

2.  Sunflower  Laraber  Co.  v.  Turner  4.  Wood  v.  Kreppa,  168  Cal.  382, 
Supply  Co.,  158  Ala.  191,  48  So.  510,  143  Pac.  691,  L.R.A.1915B  851  (citing 
132  A.  S.  R.  20.  And  see  as  to  oppos-  authorities  to  the  various  rules). 

ing  rule  generally,  supra,  par.  72.  6.  Pollard  v.  Phoenix  Ins.  Ca,  63 

3.  Wood  V.  Krepps,  168  Cal.  382,  Miss.  244,  56  Am.  Rep.  805. 

143  Pac.  691,  L.R.A.1915B  851;  Ran-     6.  Denning  v.  Tonnt,  62  Kan.  217, 
dall  v.  TueU,  89  Me.  443,  36  AU.  910,  61  Pac.  803,  50  UB.A.  103. 
38  L.R  Jl.  143. 
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occupation,  or  imposes  a  tax  thereon,  does  not  necessarily  deprive  a 
city  in  which  the  occupation  is  pursued  of  authority  from  requiring 
another  license  to  he  taken  out  or  paid.'  And  so,  when  the  owner 
of  a  motor  vehicle  licensed  by  the  state  engages  in  a  particular  kind 
of  business  for  profit  in  a  borough,  and  conducts  it  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  require  additional  police  protection  and  necessitates  an  increase 
in  public  expenditures,  the  municipal  authorities  cannot  he  denied 
the  power,  as  a  police  regulation,  to  require  the  payment  of  a  reason- 
able license  fee  for  the  privilege  of  conducting  such  a  q)ecial  business.^ 
But  this  rule  has  its  limitations;  for  when  a  general  law  and  an 
ordinance  are  alike  in  all  their  essential  features,  and  require  the 
same  Hcense  and  impose  the  same  penalty,  they  cannot  both  stand 
together,  for  they  give  two  separate  bodies  conflicting  powers  over 
the  same  subject  in  the  same  territory.  One  must  g^ve  way  to  the 
o&er.  Ordinances  of  a  municipal  corporation  when  authorized  by 
the  charter  have  the  same  effect  within  its  limits,  and  with  respect 
to  persons  on  whom  they  lawfully  operate,  that  an  act  of  the  legis- 
lature has  on  the  people  at  large.  An  ordinance  so  passed  has  the 
effect  of  a  special  law  of  the  le^slature  within  the  limits  of  the 
municipality,  and  supersedes  the  general  law  on  its  subject.*  And 
where  the  charter  of  a  city  gives  it  exclusive  power  to  prohibit  and 
suppress  die  carrying  on  of  a  business,  and  the  city  has  enacted  an 
OTdmonce  to  that  end,  one  cannot  be  convicted  under  the  previously 
enacted  general  law  of  the  offense  of  conducting  such  busineas.'"  A 
municipal  ordinance  fixing  a  license  fee  and  providing  regulations  for 
the  liquor  traffic  is  not  void,  however,  merely  because  it  covers  the  same 
subject  matter  as  a  statute,  if  it  is  within  the  power  of  the  municipal- 
ity to  enact,  and  contains  provisions  additional  to  those  covered  by 
the  statute.'*  It  has  been  held  that  under  the  concurrent  jurisdic- 
tion over  boundary  rivers  conferred  upon  a  state  by  Congress,  it 
may  punish  one  for  fishing  with  nets  without  its  Hcense  on  the 
portion  of  the  river  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  neighbor- 
ing state,  although  he  has  a  license  from  such  neighboring  state.** 

Xni.  Rembdiss 

75.  Mandamus. — As  a  general  rule,  where  all  the  requirements  of 
law  preliminary  to  acquiring  a  license  to  conduct  a  business  have  been 
complied  with,  the  issuance  of  such  license,  if  refused,  may  be  com- 

7.  Note :  129  A.  S.  R.  266.  v.  People,  9  Colo.  450,  12  Pac  843, 

8.  Applewold  V.  Doseb,  239  Pa.  St.  59  Am.  Rep.  146. 

479,  86  Atl.  1070,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  11.  Schmidt  v.  Indianapolis,  168 
481  and  note.  Ind.  631,  80  N.  E.  632,  120  A.  S.  R. 

9.  St.  Johnsbary  v.  Thompson,  59  385.  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  787. 

Vt.  300,  9  Atl.  571.  59  Am.  Rep.  731.     12.  State  v.  Moyers,  155  la.  678, 13G 

10.  HufFsmith  V.  People,  8  Colo.  175,  N.  W.  896,  41  L.B^(N.S.)  366  and 
6  Pac  157,  54  Am.  Rep.  550;  Rogers  note. 
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polled  by  mandamus,*'  siuce  such  duty  is  merely  ministerial.'*  It 
has  been  held  that  where  an  iipplicant  for  a  license  has  tendered 
payment  of  &e  fee  he  need  not  resort  to  a  maodfunus  to  compel  its 
issue  on  its  being  wrongfully  withheld,  but  may,  without  a  license, 
pursue  the  business  of  his  calling,  which  is  not  unlawful  in  itself, 
and  whifch  he  has  a  constitutional  right  to  prosecute."  But  where 
the  granting  of  a  license  is  a  matter  of  discretion,  mandamus  will 
not  lie  to  compel  its  issuance,"  utiless  the  refusal  to  grant  the  license 
is  capricious  or  arbitrary."  It  is  obvious  that  mandamus  will  not 
lie  to  compel  the  granting  of  a  license  by  a  city  under  a  void  ordi- 
nance ;  neither  will  tiiis  remedy  be  granted  in  behalf  of  a  village 
to  prohibit  a  person  from  selling  meat  on  the  public  streets  of  said 
\'illage  contrary  to  the  provision  of  an  ordinance  of  the  village.** 
On  summary  proceedings  in  mandamus  to  compel  the  issuance  of  a 
license,  the  constitutionality  of  a  statute  giving  discretion  to  grant 
or  refuse  Uie  license  cannot  be  determined ;  and  where  a  board  has 
discretion  to  grant  oi  refuse  a  license,  on  an  application  for  man- 
damus, the  conditions  on  which  it  offers  to  grant  the  license  are 
entirely  immaterial.'® 

76.  Injunction^ — ^Injunction  as  a  remedy  is  frequently  used  in 
license  cases.  For  example,  an  action  to  enjoin  the  collection  of  an 
illegal  tax,  however  small,  may  be  maintained  under  a  provision  in 
a  city  charter  that  any  license  charges  other  than  those  authorized 
by  such  charter  shall  be  null  and  void,  and  any  taxpayer  may  enjoin 
the  tax  collector  from  collecting  any  tax  attempted  to  be  imposed 


13.  Sands  v.  Edmunds,  116  U.  S.  16.  Royal  v.  Virginia,  116  U.  S.  572, 
585,  6  S.  St.  616,  29  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  6  S.  Ct.  510,  29  U.  S.  (I*  ed.)  735. 
739;  Pboenix  Carpet  Co.  v.  State,  118  16.  Darby  v.  Pence,  17  Idaho  697, 
Ala.  143,  22  So.  627,  72  A.  S.  R.  143;  107  Pae.  484,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1194 
People  V.  Van  Cleave,  183  111.  330,  55  and  note;  State  v.  Hagood,  30  S.  C. 
N.  E.  698,  47  L.R.A.  795;  Wyeth  v.  519,  9  S.  E.  686,  3  L.R.A.  841. 
Cambridge  Board  of  Health,  200  Mass.  Notes:  126  A.  S.  R.  515;  16  Ann. 
474,  86  N.  E.  925,  128  A.  S.  B.  439,  Caa  183. 

23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  147;  People  v.  New  17.  Darby  v.  Pence,  17  Idaho  697, 

York  Health  Dept.,  189  N.  Y.  187,  82  107  Pac  484,  27  L.R.A,{N.S.)  U94; 

N.  E.  187, 13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  894;  State  State  v.  Matthews,  81  S.  C.  414,  62 

V.  Matthews,  81  S.  C.  414,  62  S.  E.  S.  E.  695,  128  A.  S.  R.  919,  16  Ann. 

695,  128  A.  S.  R.  919,  16  Ann.  Cas.  Cas.  182,  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  735. 

182  and  note,  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  735;'  Notes:  125  A.  S.  R.  516;  16  Ann. 

Memphis  St  R.  Co.  t.  Rapid  Transit  Cas.  184. 

Co.,  133  Tenn.  99,  179  S.  W.  635,  18.  Henry  v.  Campbell,  133  Ga.  882, 

L.R.A.1916B  1143;  Banker's  Life  Ins.  67  S.  E.  390,  18  Ann.  Cas.  178,  27 

Co.  V.  Howland,  73  Vt  1,  48  AtL  435,  Ii.R.A;.(N.S.)  283. 

57  L.R.A.  374.  19.  Chaddock  v.  Day,  75  Mich.  527, 

14.  State  V.  Ashbrook,  154  Mo.  375,  42  N.  W.  977,  13  A.  S.  E.  468,  4 
55  S.  W.  627,  77  A.  S.  R.  765,  48  L.R.A.  809. 

L.R.A.  265.  20.  State  v.  Hagood,  30  S.  C.  319, 

Note:  16  Ann.  Cas.  184.  9  S.  E.  686,  3  L.R.A.  841. 
See  generally,  Makdamds. 
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beyond  the  tax  and  license  charges  authorized.  Moreover,  the  pen- 
dency of  an  action  by  one  person  to  enjoin  the  coUectioii  of  a  license 
tax  is  not  ground  for  the  abatement  of  a  similar  action  by  another 
person,  although  the  latter  contributed  towards  paying  the  expenses 
of  the  suit  by  Uie  former.^  So,  too,  the  collection  of  unconstitutional 
license  fees  may  be  enjoined;*  and  the  enforcement  of  a  void  city 
ordinance  may  be  enjoined  in  order  to  prevent  a  multiplicity  of  suits 
at  the  instance  of  any  person  whose  interests  are  impaired  by  it  pro- 
vided the  rights  of  many  persons  are  affected  by  the  ordinance  in 
the  same  way.*  It  has  been  held,  however,  that  the  mere  uncon- 
stitutionality of  a  tax  does  not  give  a  court  of  equity  jurisdiction 
to  restrain  its  collection.  Irreparable  injury  or  other  ground  for 
equitable  interposition  must  be  shown  to  exist.*  It  has  been  ruled 
diat.the  amount  of  the  annual  license  tax  is  not  the  amount  in  con- 
trover^  in  a  suit  to  restrain  enforcement  of  the  tax,  so  as  to 
defeat  the*  jurisdiction  of  a  federal  court,  where  complainant  asks 
to  be  relieved  from  threatened  penalties,  and  alleges  that  if  the  injunc- 
tion is  not  granted  its  business  will  be  entirely  destroyed,  and  it  will 
be  damaged  in  a  sum  exceeding  $2,000,  and  that  goods  in  excess  of 
that  sum  will  be  seized.' 

77.  Burden  of  Proof  and  Evidence. — It  is  a  rule  that  presumptions 
will  not  be  indulged  by  the  courts  in  order  to  sustain  a  conviction ; 
and  that  the  prosecution  must  ordinarily  establi^  its  case ;  *  though 
in  an  action  by  a  municipal  corporation  for  the  penalty  for  transact- 
ing a  business  without  license,  a  preponderance  of  the  evidence  is 
sufficient  to  show  violation  of  the  ordinance,  and  the  proof  need  not 
be  directs  On  a  prosecution  for  violating  an  ordinance  by  doing 
business  without  a  license,  however,  the  prosecutor  need  not  show 
the  absence  of  the  license.  In  such  case  it  is  incumbent  on  the 
defendant  to  show  that  he  had  a  license.*  But  where  the  question 
of  such  a  license  is  only  collaterally  involved,  the  more  general 
rule  is  that  the  license  will  be  presumed  unless  proof  to  the  con- 
trary is  presented  by  the  other  party.  In  a  civil  action  brought  by 
a  person  pursuing  an  occupation  required  by  law  to  be  licensed,  to 
recover  for  the  value  of  services  against  a  person  to  whom  he  has 

1.  Davis  V.  Petrinovich,  112  Ala  Fed.  609,  11  L.R.A.  179. 

664,  21  So.  344.  36  L.R.A.  615.  6.  Kinsley  v.  Dyerly,  79  Kan.  1,  98 

2.  Georgia  Packing  Co.  v.  Macon,  Pac.  228,  19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  405. 

60  Fed.  774,  22  UR.A.  775.  7.  Portland  v.  Western  Union  Tel. 

3.  Chicago  V.  Collins,  175  HI.  445,  Co.,  75  Ore.  37,  146  Pac  148,  L.H.A. 
51  N.  E.  907,  67  A.  8.  R.  224  and  1915D  260. 

note,  49  L.R.A.  408.  8.  Abhan  v.  Grasaie,  262  111.  636, 104 

4.  Shelton  v.  Piatt,  139  U.  S.  591,  N.  E.  1020,  Ann.  Cas.  1915B  414  and 
11  8.  Ct  646,  35  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  273.  note;  State  v.  Parsons,  124  Mo.  436, 
See  also  Injunctions,  vol.  14,  p.  435.  27  S.  W.  1102,  46  A.  8.  R.  457;  In 

6.  American  Fertilizing  Co.  v.  Board  re  Oliver,  21  S.  C.  318,  53  Am.  R«p. 

of  Agrieoltore  of  North  Carolina,  43  681. 
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rendered  such  services,  the  general  rule  is  that,  in  the  absence  of 
any  statutory  provision  affecting  the  question,  the  possession  of  a 
license  will  be  presumed,  a  number  of  courts,  however,  holding  to  the 
contrary.*  In  determining  whether  a  certain  license  fee  for  con- 
ducting a  business,  such,  for  example,  as  a  moving  picture  business, 
is  unreasonable,  evidence  may  properly  be  received  as  to  tiie  char- 
acter and  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village,  its  situation,  the 
g^eial  character  of  the  exhibitions  of  the  kind  in  question  in  amilar 
villages,  the  crowds  attracted,  and  the  need  of  police  surveillance; 
but  it  has  been  held  to  be  error  to  receive  evidence  as  to  the  kind 
of  exhibitions  carried  on  by  a  particular  house,  and  to  consider  the 
good  quality  thereof  as  controlling  on  the  question  of  the  reason- 
.  ableness  of  a  general  ordinance,  tixing  a  license  fee  for  all  who  might 
conduct  moving  picture  shows  in  the  village.^"  It  has  been  ruled 
that  evidence  that  an  amount  is  not  reasonably  necessary  to  regulate 
a  business  is  not  admissible;  nor  can  it  be  shown  thu  a  fee  was 
imposed  solely  for  purposes  of  revenue.'^ 

B.  LICENSE  IN  LAW  OF  REAL  PROPERTY 

XIV.  Introductory 

78.  Definition  and  Nature  Generally. — A  license  is  defined  as  a 
personal,  revocable  and  unassignable  privilege  conferred  either  by 
writing  or  parol  to  do  one  or  more  acts  on  land  without  possessing 
any  interest  therein. It  is  a  distiiiguishing  characteristic  of  a 
license  that  it  gives  no  interest  in  the  land  and  that  it  may  rest  in 
paroL^*   It  is  clear,  of  course,  that  this  must  necessarily  be  so,  for 

9.  Abhan  v.  Grassie,  262  HI.  636,  Mamford  v.  Whitney,  15  Wend.  (N. 
104  N.  E.  1020,  Ann.  Cas.  1915B  414  Y.)  380,  30  Am.  Dec  60  and  note; 
and  note.  Rodefer  v.  Pittsbnrg,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  72 

10.  Higgina  v.  Lacroii.  119  Minn.  Ohio  St.  272,  74  N.  E.  183,  70  L.aA. 
145,  137  N.  W.  417,  41  LE.A.(N.S.)  844;  Yeager  v.  Tuning,  79  Ohio  St. 
737.  121,  86  N.  E.  657,  128  A.  S.  R.  679, 

11.  City  of  St.  Paul  v.  Colter,  12  19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  700;  Curtis  v.  La 
Minn.  41,  90  Am.  Dec.  278.  Grande  Hydraulic  Water  Co.,  20  Ore. 

12.  Kiddle  V.  Brown,  20  Ala.  412,  34,  23  Pae.  808,  25  Pac  378, 10  L.R.A. 
56  Am.  Dec.  202;  Rhodes  v.  Otis,  33  484;  Hazelton  v.  Putnam,  3  Pin. 
Ala.  578,  73  Am,  Dee.  439;  Wynn  v.  (Wis.)  107,  54  Am.  Dec.  158;  Clute 
Garland,  19  Ark.  23,  68  Am.  Dee.  v.  Carr,  20  Wis.  531,  91  Am.  Dec  442. 
190  and  note;  Baltimore,  etc.,  R.  Co.  Notes:  10  Am.  Dec.  40;  31  A.  8.  B. 
V.  Potomac  Cooi  Co.,  51  Md.  327,  34  713;  1  L.R.A.  488. 

Am.  Rep.  316;  Shipley  v.  Fink,  102  See  infra,  par.  88,  as  to  nonassign- 

Md.  219,  62  N.  E.  360,  2  L.R.A.(N.S.)  ability,  and  infra,  par.  89  et  seq.,  as 

1002;  Morrill  t.  Mackman,  24  Mich,  to  revocability  of  licoises  generally. 

279,  9  Am.  Rep.  124;  Johnson  v.  Skill-  IS.  Howes  t.  Barmon,  11  Idaho  64, 

man,  29  Minn.  95,  12  N.  W.  149,  43  81  Pae.  48, 114  A.  S.  R.  255,  69  LMJi.. 

Am.  Rep.  192;  Woodbury  v.  Parsh-  568;  Snowden  v.  Wolas,  19  Ind.  10, 

1^,  7  N.  H.  237,  26  Am.  Dee.  739;  81  Am.  Dec.  370  and  note;  Rogen  v. 
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if  by  a  license  an  interest  in  the  land  could  be  created  within  the 
meaning  of  the  statute  of  frauds,  under  that  statute  it  could  not  be 
created  by  parol,  and  if  created  by  grant  and  an  interest  in  the  land 
thereby  passes,  the  distinctive  feature  of  the  transaction  as  a  license 
vanishes  at  once.  And  so  the  fact  that  a  valid  license  to  enter  on 
land  may  be  given  by  parol  rests  on  the  distinction  that  a  license 
is  only  an  auQiority  to  do  an  act  or  series  of  acts  on  the  land  of 
another,  and  passes  no  estate  or  interest  therein.'^  There  are  also 
other  incidenta  attaching  to  a  license.  It  is  an  authority  to  do  a 
lawful  act,  which,  without  it,  would  be  unlawful,  and  while  it  remains 
unrevoked  is  a  justification  for  the  acts  which  it  authorizes  to  be  done.'' 
According  to  this  principle  a  bare  parol  license,  though  widiout  con- 
sideration, will  furnish  a  justification  for  an  act  which  would  other- 
wise be  a  trespass.'*  It  is  not  material  that  a  mere  license  is  or 
ia  not  in  writing;  nor  is  it  essential  that  it  be  on  a  con^deration.'^ 
However,  the  fact  that  a  consideration  may  or  may  not  have  been 


Coi,  96  Ind.  157,  49  Am.  Eep.  152;  note;  Wiaeman  v.  Lucksinger,  84  N.  Y. 

Baltimore,  etc,  R.  Co.  v.  Potomac  Coal  31,  38  Am.  Rep.  479;  American  Rapid 

Co.,  51  Md.  327,  34  Am.  Rep.  316;  Tel.  Co.  v.  Hess,  125  N.  Y.  641,  26 

Yeager  v.  Tuning,  79  Ohio  St.  121,  N.  E.  919,  21  A.  S.  R.  764,  13  L.R.A. 

86  N.  E,  657,  128  A.  S.  R.  670,  19  454;  Bass  v.  Roanoke  Navigation,  etc., 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  700;  Clute  v.  Carr,  20  Co.,  lU  N.  C.  439,  16  S.  E.  402,  19 

Wis.  531,  91  Am.  Dec  442.  L.R.A.  247;  Yeager  v.  Tuning,  79  Ohio 

14.  De  Haro  v.  United  States,  5  St.  121,  86  N.  E.  657,  128  A.  S.  R. 

Wall.  599,  18  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  681;  679,  19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  700  and  note; 

Wynn  v.  Garland,  19  Ark.  23,  68  Am.  Huston  v.  Bybee,  17  Ore.  140,  20  Pac 

Dee.  190  and  note;  Howes  v.  Harmon,  51,  2  L.R.A.  568;   Providence  Gas 

11  Idaho  64,  81  Pac.  48,  114  A.  S.  R  Co.  v.  Thurber,  2  R.  1. 15,  55  Am.  Dec. 

255,  69  L.R.A.  568;  Thorn  v.  Wilson,  621;  Huber  v.  Stark,  124  Wis.  359, 

110  Ind.  325,  11  N.  E.  230,  59  Am.  102  N.  W.  12,  109  A.  S.  R.  937,  4 

Rep.  209;  Rogers  v.  Cox,  96  Ind.  157,  Ann.  Cas.  340, 

49  Am.  Rep.  152;  Jones  v.  Stover,  131  Notes:  57  Am.  Dec.  690;  4  L.R.A, 

la.  U9, 108  N.W.  112,6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  276  ;  49  L.R.A.  497,  503;  59  L.R.A. 

154;  Addison  v.  Hack,  2  Gill  (Md.)  899;  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  301;  10  Eng. 

221,  41  Am.  Dec  421;  Giles  v.  Si-  Rul.  Cas.  10. 

monds,  15  Gray  (Mass.)  441,  77  Am.  See  infra,  par.  80,  as  to  license  dis- 

Dec  373;  White  V.  Maynard,  111  Mass.  tinguished  from  easement. 

250,  15  Am.  Rep.  28;  Hodgkins  v.  15.  De  Haro  v.  United  States,  6 

Farrington,  150  Mass.  19,  22  N.  E.  Wall.  599,  18  U.  S.   (L.  ed.)  681; 

73, 15  A.  S.  R.  168  and  note,  5  L.R.A.  Woodward  v.  Seely,  11  Dl.  157,  50  Am. 

209;   Wilson  v.   St.   Paul,  etc.,   R.  Dec.  445;  Shipley  v.  Fink,  102  Md. 

Co.,  41  Minn.  56,  42  N.  W.  600,  219,  62  Atl.  360,  2  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1002.  ' 

4  L.R.A.  378;   Hancock   County  v.  16.  Sterling  v.  Warden,  51  N.  H. 

Imperial  Naval  Stores  Co.,  93  Miss.  217,  12  Am.  Rep.  80;  Galehouse  v. 

822,  47  So.  177,  136  A.  S.  R.  561,  Minneapolis,  etc,  R.  Co.,  22  N.  D.  615, 

17  Ii.R.A.(N.S.)  693;  Ewing  v.  Rhea,  135  N.  W.  189,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  965. 

37  Ore.  583,  62  Pac.  790,  82  A.  S.  R.  17.  Johnson  v.  Skillman,  29  Minn. 

783,  52  L.R.A.  140;  Harris  v.  GiUing-  95,  12  N.  W.  149,  43  Am.  Rep.  192. 

ham,  6  N.  H.  9,  23  Am.  Dec.  701;  18.  Spalding  v.  Archibald,  52  Mich 

Lawrence  v.  Springer,  49  N.  J.  Eq.  365,  17  N.  W.  940,  60  Am.  Bep.  253. 
289,  24  Ati.  933,  31  A.  8.  B.  702  and 
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given  for  a  license  may  have  an  important  bearing  on  questions 
as  to  the  reciprocal  rights  of  both  licensor  and  licensee." 

79.  Implied  License;  Implied  Invitation. — ^The  principle  on  which 
the  courts  distinguish  a  case  of  implied  license  from  one  of  implied 
invitation,  in  the  technical  sense,  seems  to  be  this:  Speaking  gener- 
ally, where  the  privilege  of  iiser  exists  for  the  common  interest  or 
mutual  advanta^  of  both  parties,  it  will  be  held  to  be  a  case  of 
invitation;  but  if  it  exists  for  the  mere  pleasure  and  benefit  of  the 
party  exercising  the  privilege,  it  will  be  held  to  be  a  case  of  license.** 
For  example,  workmen  who,  for  the  purposes  of  their  employment, 
use  a  planked  railroad  crossing,  which  has  been  maintained  for  years 
for  the  use  of  a  manufacturing  company  having  shops*  extending 

.  along  either  side  of  the  railroad  track,  are  not  mere  licensees,  but 
are  there  on  the  implied  invitation  of  the  railroad  company.^  As 
to  the  question  of  license  or  invitation,  there  is  no  difference  between 
children  and  adults,  and  the  failure  to  prevent  their  trespassing  on 
premises  does  not  constitute  a  license  or  invitation  for  them  to  con- 
tinue so  doing.*  In  case  of  Bre  in  a  building  the  public  authorities, 
fire  patrol  men,  or  private  persons  may  enter  on  adjacent  premises, 
as  they  may  find  it  necessary  or  convenient,  in  their  efforts  to  extin- 
guish or  arrest  the  fire,  and  though  they  have  no  permission  to  enter 

'  they  have  an  implied  license  by  law  to  do  so  in  order  to  save  the 
property.' 

80.  Distinguished  from  Easements  and  Grants  Generally;  Statute 
of  Frauds. — Under  the  well  established  principle  that  an  interest  in 
or  arising  out  of  land,  whether  corporeal  or  incorporeal,  must  lie 
in  grant,*  it  is  obvious  that  no  permanent  interest  in  the  land  of 
another  as  an  easement  can  arise  or  be  created  by  means  of  a  license; 
for  this  would,  in  effect,  set  aside  the  statute  of  frauda*   While  tlie 


19.  Elickinger  v.  Shaw,  87  Cal.  126, 
25  Pac.  268, 22  A.  S.  R.  234,  U  L.R.A. 
134;  Lowell  v.  Straban,  145  Mass.  1, 
12  N.  E.  401,  1  A  S.  R.  422.  See 
infra,  par.  90,  as  to  when  license  with 
cxpeaditnreB  is  irrevocable. 

20.  Pomponio  v.  New  York,  etc.,  B. 
Co.,  66  Conn.  528,  34  Ati.  491,  60  A. 
S.  R.  124  and  note,  32  L.R.A.  630; 
Benson  v.  Baltimore  Traction  Co.,  77 
Md.  535,  26  AU.  973,  39  A  S.  R.  436, 
20  L.R.A.  714. 

1.  Pinnponio  v.  New  York,  etc,  R. 
Co.,  66  Conn.  528,  34  Atl.  491,  60 
A.  S.  R.  124,  32  L.R.A.  530. 

2.  Ryan  v.  Towar,  128  Mich.  463,  87 
N.  W.  644,  92  A.  S.  R.  481,  55  L.R.A. 
310. 

3.  Gibson      Leonard,  143  III.  182, 


32  N.  E.  182,  36  A  8.  R.  376,  17 
L.R.A.  588. 

4.  Cook  V.  Pridgen,  45  Ga.  331,  12 
Am.  Rep.  582;  Levy  v.  Louisville  Gun- 
ning System,  121  Ky.  510,  89  S.  W. 
528,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  359;  Putney  v. 
Day,  6  K.  H.  430,  25  Am.  Dec.  470, 
overruled  on  another  point  by  Hous- 
ton V.  Laffee,  46  N.  H.  505;  Mumford 
V.  Whitney,  15  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  380,  30 
Am.  Dee.  60;  Huff  v.  MeCanley,  63 
Pa.  St.  206,  91  Am.  Dee.  203;  Foster 
V.  Browning,  4  R.  I.  47,  67  Am.  Dee. 
505.  See  generally,  Sta-fcte  or 
Frauds. 

5.  Woodward  v.  Seely,  11  III.  157, 
50  Am.  Dec.  445:  Jones  t.  Stover, 
131  la.  119,  108  N.  W.  112,  6  LR.A. 
(N.S.)  154;  Ricker  v.  Kelly,  1  OreenL 
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distinction  between  an  easement,  within  the  statute  of  fraudsj.and 
a  license  is  sometimes  difficult  of  discernment,*  in  theory,  at  least, 
the  distinction  is  clear,  for  an  easement  creates  an  interest  in  the 
land,  and  must  be  founded  on  a  deed  or  other  writing,  or  on  pre- 
scription, which  supposes  one,  whereas,  as  has  been  pointed  out,  a 
license,  on  the  otiier  hand,  is  a  bare  authority  to  do  a  certain  act 
or  series  of  acts  upon  another's  land,  without  possessing  any  estate 
therein.*  In  this  distinction  is  found  the  reason  why  a  license  ceases 
with  the  death  of  either  party,  and  cannot  be  transferred  or  ahenated 
by  the  licensee,  and  furthermore  why  a  sale  of  the  lands  by  the 
owner  instantly  works  its  revocation,  and  in  no  sense  is  it  property 
descendible  to  heirs.*  Unless  the  evidence  be  clearly  to  the  con- 
trary,  a  court  will  presu'me  that  a  parol  agreement  to  impress  real 
property  with  a  servitude  was  made  with  a  knowledge  of  the  pro 
visions  of  flie  statute  of  frauds,  and  was  therefore  intended  as  a 
license  only,  and  not  as  an  easement*   And  where  it  is  sought  to 

(Me.)  U7,  10  Am.  Dee.  38;  Stevens  337, 15  Ann.  Cas.  678, 14  L.R.A.<N.S.) 

V.  Stevens,  11  Mete.  (Mass.)  251,  45  809;  Fuhr  v.  Dean,  26  Mo.  116,  69 

Am.  Dec.  203;  Hodgkins  v.  Farring-  Am.  Dec.  484;  Pitzman  v.  Boyee,  111 

ton,  150  Mass.  19,  22  N.  E.  73, 15  A.  Mo.  387,  19  S.  W.  1104,  33  A.  S.  R. 

S.  R.  168,  5  L.R.A.  209;  Johnson  v.  536;  Mumford  v.  Whitney,  15  Wend. 

Skillman,  29  Minn.  95,  12  N.  W.  149,  (N.  T.)  380,  30  Am.  Dee.  60;  Wise- 

43  Am.  Hep.  192;  Lace  v.  Carley,  24  man*v.  Lacksinger,  84  N.  T.  31,  38 

Wend.  (N.  Y.)  451,  35  Am.  Dee.  637  Am.  Rep.  479;  Smyth  v.  Brookl^-n 

and  note.  Union  Elevated  R.  Co.,  193  N.  Y.  335, 

Notes:  10  Am.  Dee.  42;  49  L.R.A.  85  N.  E.  UOO,  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  433; 

497.  Rodefer  t.  Pittsburg,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  72 

See  De  Haro  t.  United  States,  5  Ohio  St  272,  74  N.  £.  183,  70  UR-A. 

WaU.  599,  18  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  681,  to  844;  Yeager  v.  Tnning,  79  Ohio  St. 

the  effect  that  an  interest  in  the  land  121,  86  N.  E.  657,  128  A.  S.  R.  679, 

or  any  assurance  as  to  title  is  not  19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  700;  Shaw  t.  Proffitt 

created  by  i  provisioniJ  or  temporary  57  Ore.  192,  109  Pae.  584,  110  Pae. 

license  of  ocenpation,  given  merely  1092,  Ann.  Cas.  1013A  63;  Providence 

to  enable  the  licensee  to  enjoy  his  pos-  Gas  Co.  t.  Thurher,  2  B.  I.  15,  55 

session  with  greater  securi^;  and  this  Am.  Dee.  621;  Nunnelly  v.  Southern 

even  though  it  was  given  in  writing  Iron  Co.,  94  Tenn.  397,  29  S.  W.  361, 

and  not  by  parol.  28  L.R.A.  421;  Pifer  v.  Brown,  43 

6.  Rhodes  t.  Otis,  33  Ala.  678,  73  W.  Va.  412,  27  S.  E.  399,  49  LJR.A. 
Am.  Dec.  439.  497  uid  note;  Hazelton  v.  Putnam, 

7.  Hicks  V.  Swift  Creek  Mill  Co.,  3  Pin.  (Wis.)  107,  54  Am.  Dec.  158. 
133  Ala.  411,  31  So.  947,  91  A.  S.  R.     Notes:  31  A.  S.  B.  713;  6  L.R.A. 
38,  57  L.B.A.  720;  Wynn  v.  Garland,  160;  49  L.R.A.  497;  10  Eng.  Rul. 
19  Ark.  23,  68  Am.  Dec.  190;  Stoner  Cas.  10. 

V.  Zncker,  148  Cal.  516,  83  Pae.  808,  See  also  supra,  par.  78. 

113  A.  S.  R.  301,  7  Ann.  Cas.  704;  And  see  Easeuehts,  vol.  9,  p.  744 

Howes  T.  Harmon,  11  Idaho  64,  81  8.  De  Haro  t.  United  States,  5  Wall. 

Pac.  48,  114  A.  S.  R.  255,  69  L.R.A.  599,  18  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  681. 

568;  Willoughby  v.  Ijswrenee,  116  HI.  9.  Howes  t.  Harmon,  11  Idaho  64, 

11,  4  N.  E.  356,  56  Am.  Rep.  758;  81  Pac.  48, 114  A.  S.  a  255,  69  L.R.A. 

Dawswon  t.  Western  Maryland  R.  Co.,  568. 

107  Md.  70,  68  AtL  301,  126  A.  S.  R. 
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couple  with  a  license  a  parol  graat  of  an  interest  in  the  realty,  the 
attempted  grant  being  void,  the  transaction  remains  a  mere  license. 
In  a  practical  application  of  the  rule  the  question  is  often  one  of 
interpretation  as  to  tiie  intent  of  the  parties  as  evidenced  by  the  writ- 
ing; and  so,  in  a  suit  in  equity  brought  to  confirm  rights  and  assure 
an  interest,  as  upon  a  part  performance  of  a  parol  agreement  alleged 
to  be  taken  out  of  the  statute  of  frauds  (and  otherwise  void  as  a 
grant,  but  valid  a?  a  license),  the  question  of  interpretation  of  the 
terms  of  the  agreement,  and  the  intent  of  the  parties,  becomes  a 
material  one  in  the  case.'*' 

81.  Distinguished  from  Leases. — Whether  an  instrument  is  a 
license  or  a  lease  depends  generally  on  the  manifest  intent  of  the 
parties  gleaned  from  a  consideration  of  its  entire  contents.^'  Where 
something  beyond  a  mere  temporary  use  of  the  land  is  promised 
and  the  right  to  revoke  at  any  time  would  be  inconsistent  with  the 
evident  purpose  of  the  permission,  there  may  be  a  license,  but  there 
will  also  be  something  more  than  a  license,  if  the  proper  formalities 
for  the  conveyance  of  the  proposed  interest  have  been  observed.  What 
that  interest  shall  be  called  in  the  law  may  depend  on  the  character 
of  the  possession,  occupancy  or  use  which  the  promisee  is  to  have,  the 
time  it  is  to  continue,  and  perhaps  the  mode  in  which  tJie  compen- 
sation, if  any,  is  to  be  made  therefor.^  To  illustrate:  By  this  gen- 
eral test  a  lease  and  not  a  m^e  license  is  made  by  a  writing  acknowl- 
edging the  receipt  of  a  specified  amount  of  money  in  payment  of 
a  certain  described  ri^t  in  or  on  land,  for  a  prescribed  term.** 
On  the  other  hand,  a  person  who  has  the  privilege  of  entering  on 
land  for  a  defined  purpose  and  whose  payments  for  the  use  of  the 
land  are  determined  by  the  quantity  of  materials  obtained  is  a  licensee, 
and  not  a  tenant.^^  Even  though  a  contract  purports  to  be  a  "license," 
if  it  is  strictly  within  the  definition  of  a  lease  it  will  be  construed  as 
such  and  not  as  a  license.** 

82.  Timber  Licenses. — It  is  a  principle  recognized  by  many  cases 
that  in  contracts  for  the  sale  of  things  annexed  to  and  growing  on 
the  freehold,  if  the  vendee  is  to  have  a  right  to  the  soil  for  a  time, 
for  the  purpose  of  further  growth  and  profit  of  that  which  is  the 

10.  Johnson  v.  Sbillman,  29  Minn.  658,  32  N.  E.  574,  18  L.R.A.  491  and 
95,  12  N.  W.  149,  43  Am.  Rep.  192.  note.    See  also  Smith  t.  Simons,  1 

11.  White  V.  Elwell,  48  Me.  3G0,  77  Root  (Conn.)  318,  1  Am.  Dec.  48,  to 
Am.  Dee.  231;  Lowell  t.  Strahan,  145  the  effect  that  a  writing  by  which  a 
Mass.  1,  12  N.  E.  401, 1  A.  S.  R.  422;  right  is  given  to  Sow  lauds  for  a 
Paul  V.  Cragnaz,  25  Nev,  293,  59  Pac.  number  of  years  is  a  lease,  and  must 
857,  60  Pac.  983,  47  L.R.A.  540;  Dam«  therefore  be  recorded. 

V.  Dome,  38  N.  H.  429,  75  Am.  Dec  14.  Rockport  v.  Rockport  Oranita 
195.  Co.,  177  Mass.  246,  58  N.  E.  1017,  51 

12.  Morrill  v.  Mackmau,  24  Mich.  L.R.A.  779. 

279,  9  Am.  Rep.  124.  15.  United  States  v.  Gratiot,  14  Pet 

IS.  Heywood  v.  Fnhner,  158  Ind.  526, 10  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  573. 
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subject  of  sale,  it  is  an  interest  in  the  land,  within  the  meaning  of 
the  statute  of  frauds,  and  must  be  proved  by  writing ;  but,  where  the 
thing  is  sold  in  prospect  of  separation  from  the  doil  immediately, 
or  within  reasonable  and  convenient  time,  without  any  stipulation 
for  the  beneficial  use  of  the  soil,  but  with  a  mere  license  to  enter 
and  take  it  away,  it  is  to  be  regarded  as  substantially  a  sale  of  goods 
only,  and  so  not  within  the  statute.'*  Under  the  general  principle 
stated  a  license  to  enter  on  land  for  the  purpose  of  removing  trees 
or  timber  therefrom,  which  have  been  felled  in  pursuance  of  a  con- 
tract of  sale,  cannot  be  recalled.  So  far  as  it  has  been  executed,  the 
license  is  irrevocable.'^  Although  a  parol  agreement  to  sell  timber 
is  invalid  as  a  contract,  it  is  good  as  a  license,  and  timber  cut  before 
a  revocation  thereof  becomes  the  property  of  the  licensee;  '*  and  this 
is  true,  evm  though  it  is  not  removed  from  the  land  within  tJie  time 
agreed  upon.''  In  either  case,  however,  the  title  to  the  timber  does 
not  pass  to  or  vest  in  the  licensee  until  it  has  been  severed  from 
the  land.***  Likewise,  a  license  to  go  on  land  and  extract  the  resin 
or  turpentine  from  trees  standing  thereon  does  not  pass  title  to  the 
resin  or  tmrpentine  until  it  is  severed  from  the  treee.'  But  while  a 
license  created  by  a  parol  or  simple  contract  is  irrevocable  as  to  that 
which  has  been  severed  in  execution  of  the  contract,  as  to  that  not 
yet  severed  from  the  land  it  is  revocable  at  the  will  of  the  owner 
or  by  his  death,  or  by  his  conveyance  without  reservation ;  •  and  such 
license  may  be  revoked  so  that  acts  done  thereafter  on  the  land  by 


16.  Heflin     Binrhom,  66  Ala.  566, 

28  Am.  Rep.  776;  claflin  v.  Carpenter, 
4  Hete.  (Mass.)  580,  38  Am.  Dec.  381: 
Mee  V.  Benedict,  98  llich.  260,  57  N. 
W.  175,  39  A.  S.  B.  543,  22  L.aA. 
641}  ViBh  T.  CapweU,  18  R.  I.  667, 

29  Atl.  840,  49  A  S.  R.  807  and  note, 
25  UR-A.  159.  See  United  States 
Coal,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Harrison,  71  W.  Va. 
217,  76  S.  E.  346,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
870  and  note,  to  the  efifeet  that  a  clanae 
in  a  deed  whieh  conveys  land  from 
parents  to  a  child  as  an  advancement, 
reserving  to  the  father  and  mother 
"the  privileges  of  selling  and  remov- 
ing any  timber  from  said  land  that 
they  may  desire  to  sell  or  to  use,  and 
also  the  right  of  way  throu^  said 
lands  to  remove  the  same,"  does  not 
reserve  title  to  tiie  timber,  bat  rather 
that  it  creates  only  an  unassignable 
license.  And  see  Loos  and  Tiub^ 
post,  par.  4,  5,  7. 

17.  Giles   V.    Simonds,   15  Gray 


(BCaas.)  441,  77  Am.  Dee.  373;  Spald- 
ing V.  Archibald,  52  Uieh.  365,  17  N. 
W.  940,  50  Am.  Rep.  253. 

18.  Antrim  Iron  Co.  v.  Anderson, 
140  Mich.  702,  104  N.  W.  319,  112 
A.  S.  R.  434. 

Note:  19  LJt.A.  722. 

19.  Macomber  v.  Detroit,  etc.,  R. 
Co.,  108  Mich.  491,  66  N:  W.  376,  62 
A.  S.  R.  713  and  note,  32  L.R.A.  102. 

20.  Owens  v.  Lewis,  46  Ind.  488, 15 
Am.  Rep.  295;  Keystone  Lomber  Co. 
V.  Kolman,  94  Wis.  465,  69  N.  W.  165, 
59  A.  S.  R.  905  and  note,  34  L.R.A. 
821. 

1.  Hancock  County  v.  Imperial  Na- 
val Stores  Co.,  93  Miss.  822,  47  So. 
177, 136  A.  S.  R.  561, 17  LJt.A.(N.S.) 
693. 

2.  Emerson  v.  Shores,  95  Me.  237, 
49  Atl.  1061.  85  A.  S.  R.  404;  Fish 
V.  CapweU,  18  R.  I.  667,  29  Atl.  840, 
49  A.  S.  R.  807  and  note,  25  LJt.A. 

159. 
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the  licensee  may  constitute  a  tr^pass.*  Following  the  general  rule 
that  a  conveyance  of  the  lands  effects  a  revocation  of  a  license/  a 
conveyance  of  the  land,  without  reservation  of  the  trees  standing  on 
it,  but  with  notice  to  the  grantee  that  the  grantor  had  sold  the  stand- 
ing growth  to  another,  operates  to  revoke  a  license  to  cut  the  timber.* 
The  rule  is  declared  that  timber  cut  under  a  parof  license  before  any 
notice  of  revocation  of  the  license  does  not  become  the  property  of 
i\  subsequent  purchaser  of  the  land  who  had  no  valid  contract  therefor- 
before  the  timber  was  cut.* 

83.  Mining  Licenses  Distinguished  from  Leases. — A  clearly  defined 
distinction  is  drawn  by  the  authorities  between  agreements  which 
create  a  lease  of  the  land  for  mineral  purposes  and  those  which  are 
simply  a  license  giving  to  the  licensee  authority  to  enter  and  operate 
for  minerals.  While  under  a  lease  an  interest  or  estate  in  the  land 
itself  is  created,  under  a  license  the  licensee  has  no  interest  or  estate 
in  the  land  itself,  but  only  in  the  proceeds,  and  in  such  proceeds, 
not  as  realty,  but  as  personal  property,  and  his  possession  is  the  pos- 
session of  the  owner.  In  general,  a  contract  simply  giving  a  right 
to  take  ore  from  a  mine,  no  interest  or  estate  being  granted,  confers 
a  mere  license,  and  the  licensee  acquires  no  rig^t  to  ^e  ore  until 
he  separates  it  from  the  freehold.'  And  so,  according  to  the  agree- 
ment, a  privilege  of  taking  ore  out  of  and  from  lands  of  another 
may  be  a  lease,  and  not  a  mere  license,*  or  it  may  be  a  license,* 
with  the  rights  in  the  licensee  appertaining  to  licenses  generally,  and 
subject  to  ihQ  laws  of  the  jurisdiction  in  reference  to  revocation. 
Accordingly,  the  rule  may  be  that  a  license  to  explore  for  mineral 
or  mineral  products,  oil,  for  example,  is  not  revocable  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  licensor,  when  it  has  not  only  been  granted  by  deed,  but  the 
licensee  has  taken  possession  of  the  land  and  made  large  expenditures 
thereon,  and  with  the  imderstanding  that  if  oil  was  discovered  he 
would  be  entitled  to  a  conveyance  of  a  certain  portion  of  the  land, 
and  to  a  lease  of  wells  on  the  other  portion ;  or,  under  the  condi- 
tions, the  license  may  give  to  the  licensee  a  valid  subsisting  interest 

3.  HodadoD  v.  Kennett,  73  N.  H.  59  Pac.  857,  60  Pao.  983,  47  UR.A. 
225,  60  Atl.  686,  111  A.  S.  B.  607.  540;  Jobostown  Iron  Co.  v.  Cambria 

4.  See  infra,  par.  96.  Iron  Co.,  32  Pa.  St.  241,  72  Am.  Dec. 

5.  Emerson  v.  Shores,  95  Me.  237,  783;  Bamsdall  v.  Bradford  Gas  Co., 
49  Atl.  1051,  85  A.  S.  R.  404.  225  Pa.  St.  338,  74  Atl.  207,  26  L.R.A. 

6.  Broley  v.  Garvin,  105  Wis.  625,  (N.S.)  614  and  note. 

81  N.  W.  1038,  48  L.R.A.  839.  9.  Riddle  v.  Brown,  20  Ala.  412,  56 

7.  Dark  v.  Johnston,  55  Pa.  St.  164,  Am  Dec.  202;  Omaha,  etc.,  Smelting, 
93  Am.  Dec.  732;  Bamsdall  v.  Brad-  etc.,  Co.  v.  Tabor,  13  Colo.  41,  21  Pac 
ford  Gas  Co.,  225  Pa.  St  338,  74  AU.  925,  16  A.  S.  E.  186,  5  L.R.A.  236; 
207,  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  614.  Bush  v.  Sullivan,  3  G.  Greene  (la.) 

Xote:  133  A.  S.  R.  339.  344,  54  Am.  Dec.  506. 

See  genexally,  Mikes.  10.  Dark  v.  Johnston,  55  Pa.  St. 

8.  Paul  V.  Cragnaz,  25  Nev.  293,  164,  93  Am.  Dec.  732  and  note. 
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in  the  real  estate  which  the  licensor  can  t^miinate  only  by  giving 
him  compensation  for  such  expenditure,  or  ihe  notice  necessary  to 
terminate  a  tenancy  at  will ;  or  the  rule  may  be  invoked  that  the 
mining  license  was  revocable  at  the  option  of  the  licensor,  and  that 
the  licensee,  in  expending  money,  must  be  presumed  to  do  so  in  view 
of  such  right  of  revocation."  It  has  been  held  that  a  parol  license 
to  work  mineral  land  is  not  ipso  facto  void  under  the  statute  of  frauds, 
where  improvements  have  been  made  on  its  faith,  but  it  may  be 
declared  void  by  a  competent  tribunal  on  terms  calculated  to  prevent 
fraud.**  Whether  the  interest  of  a  licensee  in  a  mining  license  has 
been  forfeited,  terminated,  or  abandoned  is  a  question  of  fact  upon 
which  the  parties  are  entitled  to  the  verdict  of  a  jury.'* 

84.  PubUc  Property  and  Privileges  Connected  Therewith. — Agents 
of  1^0  government,  independently  of  any  express  or  implied  license 
to  them  or  to  their  supOTiors,  have  the  right  to  the  immediate  po^es- 
sTon  of  public  property,  and  may  take  such  property  by  summary 
proceeding,  if  necessary,  and  against  the  will  of  any  private  owner 
on  whose  premises  it  is  situated.**  The  very  important  right  of  the 
citizens  to  enjoy  the  use  of  public  property  is,  in  general,  jealously 
guarded  by  the  courts;  and  so  it  is  that  legislation  creating  or  seek- 
ing to  create  any  discrimination  in  favor  of  one  class  as  t^ainst  another 
is  not  upheld.*^  Following  this  principle  a  statute  authorizing  the 
granting  of  a  license  for  fishing  in  public  wat»rs  is  altogether  invalid 
when  it  limits  the  privilege  to  taxpayers  and  is  in  violation  of  con- 
stitutional guaranties  as  to  equal  Hghts.*'  Besides  this  and  other 
rights  in  the  public,  tidal  and  navigable  waters  of  a  state,  on  terms 
of  equality  with  all  other  citizens,*^  may  be  mentioned  in  the  same 
connection  the  rights  and  license  privileges  of  riparian  owners  on 
naviirable  waters;*'  rights  concerning  the  taking  of  fish  and  game, 
and  the  restrictions  for  the  public  welfare  of  such  rights;  the  right 
to  take  ice  from  public  waters  within  the  state;  *  and  the  generally 
recognized  rights  as  to  the  free  use  of  public  highways.'  It  is  clear 

11.  Beatty  v.  Gregory,  17  la.  109,  Crim.  67,  45  S.  W.  717,  48  S.  W. 
85  Am.  Dec  546.  518.  43  L.R.A.  615.    See  Fish  and 

12.  p:ntwhistlc  V.  Henke,  211  111.  Fisheries,  vol.  11,  p.  1024. 

273,  71  N.  E.  990,  103  A.  S.  R.  196.  18.  Gustafson    v.    State,   40  Tes. 

13.  Bush  V.  Sullivan,  3  G.  Greene  Crim.  67,  45  S.  "W.  717,  48  S.  W. 
(la.)  :«4,  54  Am.  Dec.  506,  518j 43  L;R.A.  615 ;  Rossmiller  v.  State, 

14.  Bcatty  v.  Gregory,  17  la.  109,  114  Wis.  169,  89  N.  W.  839,  91  A. 
85  Am.  Dec.  546.  S.  R.  910,  58  L.R.A.  93. 

15.  Sterling  v.  Warden,  51  N.  H.  19.  Coquille  Mill,  etc.,  Co.  v.  John- 
217,  12  Am.  Rep.  80.  son,  52  Ore.  547,  98  Pac.  132,  132 

16.  Gustafson   v.    State,   40    Tex.  A.  S.  R.  716.   See  Waters. 

Crim.  67,  45  S.  W.  717,  48  S.  W.  518,  20.  Albright  v.  Cortright,  64  N.  J. 

43  L.R.A.  615;  Rossmiller  v.  State,  L.  330,  45  Atl.  634,  81  A.  S.  E.  504; 

114  Wis.  169,  89  N.  W.  839,  91  A.  48  L.R.A.  616. 

S.  R.  910,  58  L.R.A.  93.  1.  See  Ice,  vol.  14,  p.  3. 

17.  Gustafson   v.   State,  40   Ter  2.  Crogan  v.  Schiele,  53  Cow  186, 
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Uiat  rights  in  public  property  must  ordinarily  rest  in  Ucense  to  use 
such  property.*  But  it  does  not  by  any  means  follow  that  tiie  license 
to  use  such  property  may  not  be  without  limitations  and  restric- 
tions. For  example,  an  owner  may  dedicate  land  to  a  public  use 
by  any  act  sufficiently  evincing  his  intent  without  a  previous  adverse 
user,  and  may  also  restrict  the  enjoyment  of  the  license  to  particular 
seasons.'  And  a  municipality  may  adopt  and  enforce  proper  police 
regulations,  and  may  set  aside  q>eaLfio  portions  of  public  property 
for  a  different  public  use  .without  exposing  itself  to  an  action  by  a 
citizen  against  it  for  injury  to  his  adjoining  property  for  any  inci- 
dental obstruction  of  the  former  use.*  Moreover,  a  city  may  pro- 
hibit the  use  of  public  property  for  pracUcee  other  than  that  of  its 
principal  purpose,  unless  a  special  permit  or  license  is  procured ; ' 
or  it  may,  in  the  exercise  of  its  police  functions,  absolutely  prohibit 
the  use  of  public  pn^rty  for  uses  foreign  to  its  principal  use  or 
purpose.' 

85.  Manner  of  Creating  Licenses;  Authority  to  Create. — The  one 
essential  of  a  license  is  that  it  be  assented  to  by  the  licensor;  and 
any  acts  may  serve  to  show  such  assent  For  example,  oons«at  to 
the  creation  of  a  license  privilege  may  be  evidenced  by  acquiescence 
in  its  exercise;  ®  by  reservations  in  a  deed;  •  by  agreement;  or  by 
sale  or  grant.^'  Moreover,  a  parol  license  may  result  from  circum- 
stances or  the  ratification  of  previous  acta,  as  well  as  from  permission 

1  Atl.  899,  6  AtL  673,  55  Am.  Rep.  v.  North  American  Woolen  Mills  Co., 

88;  Brand  v.  Multnomah  County,  38  70  W.  Va.  151,  73  S.  E.  312,  39 

Ore.  79,  60  Pac.  390,  62  Pac.  209,  L.E.A.(N.S.)  350;  Davis  v.  Chicago, 

84  A.  S.  R.  772,  50  L.R.A.  389.   Se«  etc.,  K.  Co.,  58  Wis.  646,  17  N.  W. 

Highways,  vol.  13,  p.  254.  406,  46  Am.  Rep.  667. 

3.  Albright  V.  Cortright,  64  N.  J.  Note:  13  L.R.A.  634. 

L.  330,  45  Atl.  634,  81  A.  S.  R.  504,  9.  Shirley  v.  Crabb,  138  Ind.  200, 
48  L.B.A.  616.  37  N.  E.  130,  46  A.  S.  R.  376. 

4.  Qowen  v,  Philadelphia  Exchange  10.  Wiseman  v.  Lucksinger,  84  N. 
Co.,  5  Watts  &  S.  (Pa.)  141,  40  Am.  Y.  31,  38  Am.  Rep.  479;  Rodefer  v. 
Dee.  489.  Pittsburg,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  72  Ohio  St 

5.  Henkel  v.  Detroit,  49  Mich.  249,  272,  74  N.  E.  183,  70  L.R.A.  844. 
13  N.  W.  611,  43  Am.  Rep.  464.  11.  De  Haro  v.  United  States,  5 

6.  Love  V.  Judge,  128  Mich.  545,  Wall.  599,  18  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  681; 
87  N.  W.  785,  55  L.R.A.  618,  Steinbach  v.  Stewart,  11  Wall.  566, 

7.  Com.  v.  Davis;  162  Mass.  510,  20  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  56;  Spalding  v. 
39  N.  E.  113,  44  A.  S.  E.  389,  26  Archibald,  52  Mich.  365,  17  N.  W. 
L.Rj|..  712.  940,  50  Am.  Rep.  253;  Johnson  v. 

8.  Eaton  v.  Winnie,  20  Mich.  156,  Skillman,  29  Minn.  95,  12  N.  W.  149, 
4  Am.  Rep.  377;  Knowles  v.  Dow,  22  43  Am.  Rep.  192;  Hancock  County 
N.  E.  387,  55  Am.  Dec  163;  Driscolt  v.  Imperial  Naval  Stores  Co.,  93  Miss. 
T.  Newark,  etc.,  Lime,  etc,  Co.,  37  822,  47  So.  177,  136  A.  S.  R.  561,  17 
N.  Y.  637,  97  Am.  Dec  761  and  note;  L.R.A.(N.S.)  693;  Haber  v.  Stark, 
Kay  V.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co.,  65  Pa.  124  Wis.  359,  102  N.  W.  12,  109  A. 
St  269,  3  Am.  Rep.  628;  Salinger  S.  B.  937,  4  Ann.  Cas.  340. 
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expressly  given.^*  But  a  licMise  cannot  be  predicated  on  a  mistake.*' 

Neither  will  the  courts  readily  imply  a  license  from  equivocal  acts 
or  circumstances.  Accordingly,  a  license  to  enter  and  cut  timber 
is  not  implied  in  an  agreement  to  sell  land,^*  or  from  clauses  relat- 
ing to  exceptions  of  uncertain  import  in  a  deed.**  It  is  obvious  that 
the  licensor  ^ould  have  authority  to  consent  to  a  license;  and  hence 
it  is  that  the  authority  of  a  tenant  in  common  cannot  be  extended 
to  cover  acts  of  others  that  he  cannot  legally  do  himself;  and  his 
consent  or  license  to  others  to  enter  and  extract  ore  can  extend  only 
to  the  interest  owned  by  him  in  the  common  property.*' 

86.  Authority  under  Licenses;  Prescriptive  Rights. — ^While  a  license 
creates  no  interest  in  the  land,*'  its  enjoyment  is  connected  with  and 
relates  to  the  use  of  land.  So  intimate  is  this  relation  at  times  that 
the  license  may  be  deemed  as  appurtenant  or  accessory  to  the  Iand>** 
and  it  has  been  denominated  as  an  incoi^oreal  hereditament."  Again, 
a  license  may  confer  a  privilege  which  is  hardly  separable  from 
interest  in  the  land.  For  example,  a  license  to  build  a  fence  on  tJae 
division  line  must  necessarily  confer  a  privilege  to  place  a  fence 
so  as  to  occupy  an  equal  space  on  each  side  of  the  actual  mathematical 
line  of  division,  and  so  for  this  purpose  a  reasonable  amount  of  space 
of  the  licensor's  land  may  be  used.'^  It  is  of  course  a  reasonable 
rule  that  a  grant  of  power  to  accomplish  any  particular  enterprise, 
especially  one  of  a  public  nature,  carries  with  it  authority  to  do  all 
that  is  necessary  to  effect  the  principal  object; '  and  subsequent  assent 
to  an  entry,  without  authority,  on  one's  land,  is  equivalent  to  an 
original  authority  to  enter.*  But  while  every  license  to  do  an  act 
on  land  involves  the  occupation  of  the  land  by  the  licensee  so  far  as 
is  nece^ary  to  do  the  act,  his  right  does  not  extend  beyond  this,* 
for  a  license  must  be  exercised  only  in  Qxq  manner  and  for  the  s|)ecial 
purpose  for  which  consent  was  given,  and  if  exercised  in  any  oilier 
manner,  the  licensee  becomes  a  trespasser.*  Since  a  license  creates 
no  interest  in  the  land  its^,  it  follows  that  it  cannot  afford  a  ba8L« 

12.  Note:  31  A.  S.  R.  713.  19.  Ooninger     Ffsnklin  Coal  Co., 

13.  Schraeder  Min.,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Pack-  55  Pa.  St  9,  93  Am.  Dec.  720. 

er,  129  U.  S.  688,  9  S.  Ct  385,  32  U.  20.  Morton  v.  Reynolds,  45  N.  J.  U 

S.  (L.  ed.)  760.  326,  46  Am.  Rep.  776. 

14.  Mooers  v.  Wut,  3  Wend.  (N.  1.  Babcock  v.  Western  R.  Corp.,  9 
T.)  104,  20  Am.  Dec.  667.  Mete  (Mass.)  553,  43  Am.  Dee.  41L 

15.  Baker    v.    Boston,    12    Pick.  Note:  4  hIL.A.  791. 

(Mass.)  184,  22  Am.  Dec.  421.  2.  Jackson  r.  Miller,  6  Wend.  (N. 

16.  Omaha,  etc..  Smelting,  etc.,  Co.  Y.)  228,  21  Am.  Dee.  316. 

T.  Tabor,  13  Colo.  41,  21  Pae.  926^     3.  Omaha,  etc,  Smelting,  etc.,  Co. 

16  A.  S.  R.  185,  5  L.B.A.  236.  v.  Tabor,  Id  Colo.  41,  21  Pae.  925. 

17.  See  supra,  par.  78.  16  A.  S.  R.  185,  6  LJtJL  236;  Lowell 

18.  Rerick  v.  Earn,  14  Serg.  &  R.  v.  Straban,  145  Mass.  1, 12  N.  E.  401, 
(Pa.)  267,  16  Am.  Dec.  497  and  note.  1  A.  S.  R.  422. 

Note:  45  Am.  Dec  699.  4.  Note:  31  A.  8.  R.  713. 
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for  a  prescriptive  right.*  But,  it  has  beeu  held,  if  the  parol  consent 
was  given  to  use  tie  land  as  if  legally  conveyed,  the  use  would 
then  be  as  of  right,  which,  if  continued  for  the  requisite  period,  might 
develop  into  a  prescriptive  right.'  A  distinction  must  be  noted  between 
a  prescriptive  right  acquired  by  license  and  a  license  acquired  by 
prescription.  In  this  connection,  it  has  been  held  that  a  right  of 
passage  through  a  certain  barway,  as  part  of  a  right  of  way  gained 
by  prescription,  is  not  lost  by  a  failure  to  use  it  for  eleven  years 
after  it  becomes  impassable  by  act  of  the  public  authorities,  and  the 
use  of  another  barway,  some  distance  removed,  under  an  implied 
license  from  the  owner.' 

87.  Reasonable  Time  in  Which  to  Exercise  Privilege. — ^It  is  a  gen- 
eral rule  that  a  parol  license,  if  available  at  all,  when  no  time  is 
limited,  must  be  acted  on  in  a  reasonable  time.'  Even  where  such 
a  licoQse  authorizes  the  licensee  to  enter  on  land  "at  any  and  all 
times,"  for  example,  to  cut  and  carry  away  growing  wood,  it  must 
be  acted  on  within  a  reasonable  time,  and  if  not  acted  on  within 
such  period  it  may  be  revoked.*  Und^  this  rule  if  a  licensee  enter 
after  the  lapse  of  a  reasonable  period  he  may  be  held  liable  in  tres- 
pass quare  clausum  for  the  entry.'^  What  is  a  reasonable  time  is 
necessarily  dependent  on  the  nature  of  the  service,  and  is  generally 
a  question  of  fact,  and  in  determining  it  there  are  certain  rules  not 
to  be  lost  sight  of.  For  instance  in  respect  to  a  license  to  cut  timber, 
it  is  proper  to  inquire  as  to  the  use  for  which  the  timber  is  known 
to  be  wanted;  the  custom  and  rule,  if  such  there  be,  of  felling  and 
removing  tiie  timber,  and  as  the  capacity  of  the  mill  may  require  it, 
if  k^t  reasonably  employed.^^   A  license  right  or  privilege  not  yet 

6.  Kibbey  v.  Ricbards,  30  Ind.  App.  may  be  revoked  st  any  time  at  the 
101,  65  N.  E.  541,  96  A.  S.  R.  333;  pleasure  of  the  licensor). 
Jones  V.  Stover,  131  la.  119,  108  N.  6.  Blanchard  v.  Baker,  8  Greenl. 
W.  112,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  154;  Atchi-  (Me.)  253,  23  Am.  Dec.  504;  Qustin 
tion,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Conlon,  62  Kan.  v.  Harting,  20  Wyo.  1,  121  Pac.  522, 
416,  63  Pac.  432,  53  L.R.A.  781;  Baker  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  911. 
V.  Boston,  12  Pick.  (Mass.)  184,  22  7.  Nichols  v.  Peek,  70  Conn.  439, 
Am.  Dee.  421;  Carley  v.  aitchell,  105  39  Atl.  803,  66  A.  S.  R.  122,  40  L.R.A. 
Mich.  38,  62  N.  W.  1003,  55  A.  S.  B.  81. 

428;  Luce  v.  Carley,  24  Wend.  (N.  8.  Heflin  v.  Bingham,  56  Ala.  566, 
Y.)  451,  35  Am.  Dec.  637  and  note;  28  Am.  Rep.  776;  White  v.  EIweD, 
Curtis  v.  La  Grande  Hydraulic  Water  48  Me.  360,  77  Am.  Dec.  231;  Gilmore 
Co.,  20  Ore.  34,  23  Pac.  808,  25  Pac.  v.  Wilbur,  12  Pick.  (Mass.)  120,  22 
376,  10  L.R.A.  484;  Gustin  v.  Hart-  Am.  Dee.  410;  Hill  v.  Hill,  113  Mass. 
ing,  20  Wyo.  1,  121  Pac.  522,  Ann.  103,  18  Am.  Rep.  455. 
Cas.  1914C  911.  But  see  Ewing  v.  9.  Hill  v.  Hill,  113  Mass.  103,  IS 
Rhea,  37  Ore.  583,  62  Pac.  790,  82  Am.  Rep.  455. 

A.  S.  B.  783,  52  L.R.A.  140  (holding     10.  Hoit  v.  Stratton  Mills,  54  N.  H. 
that  mere  naked  license  by  acqui-  109,  20  Am.  Rep.  119. 
escence,  unless  enjoyed  for  sneh  a  time     11.  Heflin  v,  Bingham,  56  Ala.  566^ 
as  to  bar  the  statute  of  limitations.  28  Am.  Rep.  776. 
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occupied  is,  prior  to  the  expiration  of  a  reasonable  time  in  which  to 
exercise  it,  a  valuable  property  which  no  one  can  legally  impair 
or  destroy,  although  it  may  be  impaired  by  the  exercise  of  certain 
lawful  rights  originating  in  prior  occupancy." 

88.  Nonassignability  of  License;  Grantors  and  Grantees. — Inas- 
much as  it  is  an  element  of  a  license  that  it  is  personal,  as  such,  it 
is  incapable  of  being  assigned  or  transferred  by  the  person  to  whom 
it  is  granted.'*  Nor  does  it  pass  with  the  land.**  By  analogy  also, 
a  parol  license  to  erect  and  maintain  or  to  contribute  toward  the  cost 
of  improvements  on  the  licensor's  land  is  void  under  the  statute  of 
frauds  as  against  a  grantee  of  the  land  under  the  licensor."^  Being 
a  mere  personal  privilege  it  is  never  extended  to  the  hdrs  or  assigns 
of  the  licensee,'*  and  ordinarily,  as  to  the  licensee  himself,  a  parol 
license  is  regarded  as  destroyed  by  an  attempt  to  assign  it"  Pursu- 
ant to  this  general  principle  it  is  dear  that  the  docteine  that  a  court 
of  equity  will  not  allow  a  licensor  to  withdraw  his  consent  without 
compensating  the  licensee,  when  the  latter  has  expended  money  on 
the  licensor's  land,  does  not  apply  to  the  assigns  of  the  licensee,  where 
no  rights  under  the  license  pass  to  the  latter  with  the  transfer  of  the 
property.'*  Moreover,  a  license  cannot  operate  as  an  estoppel  againsi 
the  licensor  in  favor  of  a  grantee  of  the  licensee  because  an  estoppel 
must  be  mutual."  Nor  is  the  grantee  of  a  licensor  estopped  to  per- 
form acts  constituting  a  revocaUon  of  a  mere  license,  recoverable  at 


12.  Blanchard  t.  Baker,  8  GreenL  Notes:  10  Am.  Dee.  41;  31  A.  S. 
(Me.)  253,  23  Am.  Dec.  504;  Lewis  B.  713. 

V.  Portland,  25  Ore.  133,  35  Pae.  256,  14.  Jones  v.  Stover,  131  la.  119, 

42  A.  S.  R.  772,  22  L.R.A.  736.  108  N.  W.  112,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  154. 

13.  Troy  Iron,  etc.,  Factory  v.  Corn-  15.  Wickersfaam  v.  Orr,  9  la.  253, 
ing,  14  How.  193,  14  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  74  Am.  Dec.  348;  Stevens  v.  Stevens, 
383;  DeHarov.  United  States,  5  Wall.  U  Mete.  (Mass.)  251,  45  Am.  Dee. 
599,  18  U.  S.  (L  ed.)  681;  Riddle  203. 

V.  Brown,  20  Ala.  412,  56  Am.  Dec.  16.  De  Haro       United  States,  5 

202;  Bates  t.  Duncan,  64  Ark.  339,  Wall.  599,  18  U.  S.  (L.*ed.)  681; 

42  S.  W.  410,  62  A.  S.  R.  190;  Snow-  Prince  v.  Case,  10  Conn.  375,  2f  Am 

den  V.  Wilas,  19  Ind.  10,  81  Am.  Dec.  Dec.  675. 

370;  Emerson  v.  Fisk,  6  Greenl.  (Me.)  17.  Bates  v.  Dmiean,  64  Ark.  330, 

200,  19  Am.  Dec  206;  Morrill  v.  42  S.  W.  410,  62  A.  S.  R.  190;  Dark 

Maekman,  24  Mich.  279,  9  Am.  Rep.  v.  Johnston,  55  Pa.  St.  164,  93  Am. 

124;  Cowles  v.  Kidder,  24  N.  H.  364,  Dee.  732  and  note;  United  States  Coal, 

57  Am.  Dec.  287;  Dame  v.  Dame,  38  etc.,  Co.  t.  Harrison,  71  W.  Va.  217, 

N.  H.  429,  75  Am.  Dec.  195;  Mam-  76  S.  E.  346,  47  L.R.A.CN.S.)  870. 

ford  V.  Whitney,  15  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  Note:  49  L.R.A.  505. 

380,  30  Am.  Dec.  60;  Ewing  v.  Rhea,  18.  DawsoA  v.  Western  Maryland 

37  Ore.  583,  62  Pac.  790,  82  A.  S.  R.  R.  Co.,  107  Md.  70,  68  Atl.  301,  126 

783,  52  L.R.A.  140;  Dark  v.  John-  A.  S.  R.  337,  15  Ann.  Gas.  678,  14 

ston,  55  Pn.  St.  164,  93  Am.  Dec.  732;  L.R.A.(N.S.)  809. 

Nunnellv  v.  Sonthem  Iron  Co.,  94  10.  Nunnelly  v.  Southern  Iron  Co., 

Tenn.  397,  29  S.  W.  361,  28  L.R.A.  94  Tenn.  397,  29  S.  W.  361,  28  L.R.A. 

421 :  Bruley  v.  Garvin,  105  Wis.  625,  421.  See  generally,  Estoppel,  vol.  10, 

81  N.  W.  1038,  48  LR.A.  839.  p.  839,  as  to  mutuality. 
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pleasuie,**  since,  as  against  a  licensee,  a  grantee  of  iho  licensor  bas 
the  same  right  to  revoke  a  license  (assuming  it  was  not  revoked  by 
the  conveyance)  as  has  the  original  licensor.^  Even  though  the 
license  is  irrevocable  as  to  the  licensor,  it  may  not  be  so  as  to  his 
grantee;'  but  it  has  been  held  that  a  grantee  of  land  is  bound  by 
an  irrevpcable  license  when  he  purchases  with  notice.'  Owing  to 
the  special  character  of  a  license  to  out  and  remove  timber  from 
lands— the  license  ordinarily  being  construed  as  having  reference 
to  the  timber  itself  after  severance,  with  authority  to  sever — such 
a  license  is  generally  deemed  to  be  assignable,  whedier  made  so  by 
express  words  or  not.*  The  rule  giving  right  to  the  owner  of  a  fee 
to  revoke  at  pleasure  a  mere  license  to  another  to  occupy  his  land, 
or  any  portion  thereof,  is  equally  applicable  to  his  lessee,  where  such 
lessee  is  the  licensor,  unless  the  latter  be  restrained  by  the  'terms  of 
his  lease  from  granting  such  license.' 


89.  Rule  as  to  Revpcability  Generally. — It  is  an  ancient  and  well 
settled  doctrine  of  the  common  law  that  a  mere  li<£ense,  whether  by 
deed  or  by  parol,  is  revocable  at  pleasure,*'  unless  coupled  with  an 

20.  EwiDS     Rhea,  37  Ore.  583,  62  401,  57  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  679,  43  L.RA. 

Pae.  790,  82  A.  S.  R.  783,  52  I.JI.A.  (N.S.)  961;  Hicks  v.  Swift  Creek 

140.  Mni  Co.,  133  Ala.  411,  31  So.  947, 

1.  Hodgldnsv.Farrington,  150  Mass.  91  A.  S.  R.  38,  57  L.R.A.  720;  Wynn 
19,  22  N.  E.  73,  15  A.  S.  R.  168,  3  v.  Garland,  19  Ark.  23,  68  Am.  Dea 
L.R. A.  209.  See  infra,  par.  89  et  seq.,  as  190 ;  Bates  v.  Duncan,  64  Ark.  339,  42 
to  revocation  by  convevance  geneniUy.  S.  W.  410,  62  A.  S.  R.  190;  Broads 

2.  Prince  v.  Case,  10  Conn.  375.  27  v.  Mead,  159  Cal.  765,  116  Pae.  46, 
Am.  Dec.  675  and  note;  Buck  t.  Fob-  Ann.  Cas.  1912C  1125;  Fuker  t.  Oeor- 
ter,  147  Ind.  530,  46  N.  E.  920,  62  gia  a,  etc.,  Co.,  81  Qa.  461,  8  S.  E. 
A.  S.  R.  427;  Shaw  t.  ProfUtt,  67  Ore.  529,  12  A.  S.  R.  ,328,  2  L.R.A.  843; 
192,  109  Pac.  584, 110  Pae.  1092,  Ann.  Howes  v.  Barmon,  11  Idaho  64, 81  Pac 


S.  Bnowden  v.  WHas,  19  Ind.  10,  Woodward  v.  Seely,  11  111.  157,  50 

81  Am.  Dec.  370  and  note;  Shaw  t.  Am.  Dec.  445;  Dwight  v;  Hayes,  150 

Proffitt,  57  Ore.  192,  109  Pac.  584,  111.  273,  37  N,  E.  218,  41  A.  S.  R. 

110  Pae.  1092,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  63  307;  Stacy  v.  Glen  Ellyn  Hotel,  etc., 

(citing  authorities  to  this  point).  Co.,  223  III.  546,  79  N.  E.  133,  8 

4.  Keystone  Lumber  Go.  t.  Kolman,  L.R.A.(N.S.)  966;  Owens  t.  Lewis,  46 
94  Wis.  465,  69  N.  W.  165,  59  A.  S.  Ind.  488,  15  Am.  Rep.  295;  Shirley 
R.  905,  34  L.R.A.  821.  See  supra,  v.  Crabb,  138  Ind.  200,  37  N.  E.  130, 
par.  82.  But  for  authorities  contra,  46  A.  S.  R.  376;  Kibbey  v.  Richards, 
see  70  L.R.Ai  902  note.  *  30  Ind.  App.  101,  65  N.  E.  541,  96 

5.  Salinger  T.  North  American  Wool-  A.  S.  R.  333;  Atchison,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v. 
en  Mills  Co.,  70  W.  Va.  151,  73  S.  E.  Conlon,  62  Kan.  416,  63  Pac.  432, 
312,  39  L.R.A.(N.S.)  350.  53  L.R.A.  781;  Shipley  v.  Fink,  102 

6.  Christ  Church  v.  Philadelphia  Md.  219,  62  Atl.  360,  2  URA.(N.S.) 
County,  24  How.  300,  16  U.  S.  (L.  1002;  Goles  v.  Simonda,  15  Gray 
ed.)  602;  Marrone  t.  Washington  (Mass.)  441,  77  Am.  Dec.  373  and 
Jockey  Club,  227  U.  S.  633,  33  S.  Ct.  note;  Hodgiins  t.  Farrington,  150 
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Cas.  1913A  63. 


48,  114  A.  S.  R.  255,  69  L.R.A.  568; 
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interest,'  or  grant;®  or  unless  it  is  executed;*  or,  according  to  the 
rule  in  many  jurisdictions,  unless,  by  reason  of  expendituree  made 
by  the  licensee  on  the  strength  of  the  license,  it  would  otherwise  be 
inequitable  to  permit  the  Ucensw  to  effect  a  revocation.  Generally 
speaking  an  unexecuted  parol  license  is  revocable  at  any  time  before 
it  is  executed;  and  this  has  been  held  to  be  the  rule  even  though 
the  license  is  based  on  a  valuable  confflderation.^'  In  general  notice 
of  revocation  of  a  parol  license  is  unnecessary  where  the  licensee  has 
no  removable  property  on  the  premises.^*  It  is  revocable  not  only  at 
the  will  of  the  owner  of  tiie  property  on  which  it  is  to  be  exerdsed^ 
but  by  his  death,  by  aliraiation  or  by  a  demise  of  the  land  by  lam, 

Mass.  19,  22  N.  £.  73,  15  A.  S.  R.  (Mass.)  441,  77  Am.  Dee.  373;  Patney 

168,  5  L.R.A.  209;  Rust  v.  Conrad,  t.  Day,  6  N.  H.  430,  25  Am.  Deo.  470, 

47  Miefa.  4^,  11  N.  W.  265,  41  Am.  overruled  on  another  point  by  Houston 

Rep.  720;  Houat  v.  Seat,  26  Mo.  178,  v.  Laffee,  46  N.  H.  505;  Woodbury  v, 

72  Am.  Dec.  202;  Putney  v.  Day,  6  Parshiey,  7  N.  H.  237,  26  Am.  Dec. 

N.  H.  430,  25  Am.  Dec.  470,  overruled  739;  Le  Fevre  v.  Le  Fevre,  4  Seig.  & 

on  another  point  by  Houo-ton  v.  LafFee,  R.  (Pa.)  241,  8  Am.  Dec.  60&.  And 

46  N.  H.  505 ;  Lawrence  v.  Spring-  see  infra,  par.  90  et  seq. 

er,  49  N.  J.  £q.  289,  24  Atl.  933,  10'.  Shipley  v.  Fink,  102  Md.  219, 

31  A.  S.  R.  702  (holding  a  parol  62  Atl.  360,  2  L.B.A.(N.S.)  1002; 

lieense  revocable  in  the  absence  of  Giles  v.  Simonds,  15  Qray  (Mass.)  441, 

proof  that  its  revocation  will  work  77  Am.  Dec.  373  and  note;  Sterling 

irreparable  damage  to  the  licensee) ;  v.  Warden,  51  N.  H.  217, 12  Am.  Rep. 

Wiseman  v.  Lucksinger,  84  N.  Y.  31,  80;  Fish     Capwell,  18  R.  I.  667,  29 

38  Am.  Rep.  479;  Chase  v.  Second  Ave.  Atl.  840,  49  A.  S.  R.  807,  25  L.R.A. 

R.  Co.,  97  N.  T.  384,  49  Am.  Rep.  159.    See  other  eases  cited  in  this 

531;  Wheeloek  v.  Noonan,  108  N.  Y.  paragraph;  and  see  infra,  par.  94. 

179,  15  N.  E.  67,  2  A.  S.  R.  405;  11.  Pluker  v.  Georgia  R.,  etc,  Co., 

Taylor  v.  Millard,  118  N.  Y.  244,  23  81  Qa.  461,  8  S.  E.  529,  12  A.  S.  R. 

N.  E.  376,  6  LJI.A.  667;  American  328,  2  L.R.A.  843;  Burton  v.  Scherpf, 

Rapid  Tel.  Co.  v.  Hess,  125  N.  Y.  641,  1  Allen  (Mass.)  133,  79  Am.  Dec.  717; 

26  N.  E.  919,  21  A.  S.  R.  764,  13  Shaw  v.  Proffitt,  57  Ore.  192,  109  Pac 
L.R.A.  454;  Emdy  t.  Roanoke  Navi-  584,  110  Pac  1002,  Ann.  Gas.  1913A 
gatioQ,  etc,  Power  Co.,  Ill  N.  C.  94,  63  and  note 

16  S.  E.  18,  17  L.R.A.  699;  Qowen  12.  Rhodes  v.  Otis,  33  Ala.  578,  73 
V.  PhiladelpUa  Exchange  Co.,  5  Watts  Am.  Dec.  439;  Dark  v.  Johnston,  55 
&  S.  (Pa.)  141,  40  Am.  Dec  489;  Pa.  St.  164,  93  Am.  Dec.  732;  Nun- 
Harris  V.  Brown,  202  Pa.  St  16,  51  nelly  v.  Southern  Iron  Co.,  94  Tenn. 
AU.  586,  90  A.  S.  B,  610;  Foster  v.  397,  29  S.  W.  361,  28  L.R.A.  421. 
Browning,  4  R.  1.  47,  67  Am.  Dec  Bat  see  infra,  par.  90,  for  the  limita- 
505 ;  Pifer  v.  Brown,  43  W.  Va.  412,  tions  of  this  rule. 

27  S.  E.  399,  49  L.R.A.  497  and  note  13.  Wilson  v.  St.  Paoi,  etc,  R.  Co., 
Notes:  10  Am.  Dec  41;  22  A.  S.  41  Minn.  56,  42  N.  W.  600,  4  L.R.A. 

R.  238  ;  4  L.R.A.  276;  21  L.B.A.  219;  378;  Archer  v.  Chicago,  etc,  R.  Co., 

49  L.R.A.  499.  41  Mont.  56,  108  Pac  671,  137  A. 

7.  See  infra,  par.  92.  S.  R.  692;  Doe  v.  Baker,  15  N.  C.  220, 

8.  See  infra,  par.  93.  25  Am.  Dec  706;  Hepburn  v.  McDow- 

9.  Woodward  v.  Seely,  11  HI.  157,  ell,  17  Serg.  &  R.  (Pa.)  383,  17  Am. 
60  Am.  Dec.  445 ;  Gaflin  v.  Carpenter,  Dec.  677.  See  infra,  par.  97,  as  to 
4  Mete.  (Mass.)  580,  38  Am.  Dec.  notice  required  where  improvwnents 
881;    Giles   v.    Simonds,   15   Gray  are  to  be  removed. 

B.C.L.Vol.XVn.— 37.  677 
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and  by  whatever  would  deprive  the  original  owner  of  the  right  to 
do  the  acts  in  question,  or  give  permisdon  to  others  to  do  them.'* 

The  doctrine  of  the  revocability  of  licenses  reets  on  the  familiar  prin- 
ciple that  a  freehold  interest  in  lands  can  only  be  created  or  con- 
veyed by  deed;  and  as  before  stated,  an  easement  in  the  land  of 
another  cannot  be  created  except  by  deed,  or  what  is  equivalent,  pre- 
scription.'* Other  authority  is  to  the  effect  that  the  rule  is  founded 
on  considerations  of  public  policy,  which  forbids  the  burdening  of 
lands  with  restrictions  founded  only  on  alleged  oral  agreements  easily 
misunderstood." 

90.  Executed  Parol  Licenses;  Rule  of  Estoppel;  Part  Execution.— 

In  many  jurisdictions  where  a  licensee  ba«  entered  under  a  parol 
license  and  has  expended  money  or  its  equivalent  in  labor,  it  becomes 
irrevocable,  and  tJie  licensee  acquires  a  right  of  entry  on  the  lauds 
of  the  licensor  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  his  structures,  or,  in 
general,  his  rights  under  his  license,  and  the  license  will  continue 
for  so  long  a  time  as  the  nature  of  it  calls  for.*'  A  widely  known 
and  pioneer  case  in  the  advocacy  of  this  principle  may  be  noted 
in  illustrating  its  application.   In  this  case,  a  parol  license,  without 

M.  Hodgkins  t.   Farriogton,  150  A.  S.  R.  785,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  727  and 

Mafifi.  19,  22  N.  E.  73,  15  A.  S.  R.  note;  Hudson  Telephone  Co.  v.  Jer- 

168,  5  L.R.A.  209.   See  infra,  par.  90.  sey  City,  49  K.  J.  L.  303,  8  Atl.  123, 

15.  See  supra,  par.  80.  60  Am.  Rep.  619 ;  Cortis  v.  La  Grande 

16.  Eptwliistle  V.  Henke,  211  111.  Hydraulic  Water  Co.,  20  Ore.  34,  23 
273,  71  N.  E.  990,  103  A.  S.  R.  196.  Pac.  808,  25  Pac.  378,  10  L.R.A.  484 

17.  Weslem  Union  Tel.  Co.  v.  Penn-  and  note;  McBroom  v.  Thompson,  25 
sylvania  Co.,  129  Fed.  849.  64  C.  C.  Ore.  559,  37  Pac  57,  42  A.  S.  R.  806; 
A.  285,  68  LJI.A.  968;  Rhodes  v.  Otis,  Ewing  Rhea,  37  Ore.  683,  62  Pac. 
33  Ala.  578.  73  Am.  Dec  439;  FUck-  790,  ^  A.  S.  R.  783,  52  L.R.A.  140; 
inger  v.  Shaw,  87  Cal.  126,  25  Pac  Shaw  v.  Proffltt,  67  Ore.  192,  109 
268,  22  A.  S.  R.  234,  11  L.R.A.  134;  Pac  584,  110  Pac  1092,  Ann.  Cas. 
Orimsliaw  v.  Belcher,  88  Cal.  217,  26  1913A  63;  Rcrick  t.  Kern,  14  Serg. 
Pac  84,  22  A.  S.  R.  298  and  note;  &  R.  (Pa.)  267,  16  Am.  Dec  197  and 
Stoner  v.  Zucker,  148  Gal.  616,  83  Pac  note;  Swarts  v.  Swartz,  4  Pa.  St.  353, 
808,  113  A.  8.  R.  301,  7  Ann.  Cas.  45  Am.  Dec  697;  Huff  t.  McCauley, 
704  and  note;  Gyra  v.  Windier,  40  53  Pa.  St  206,  91  Am.  Dec  203  and 
Colo.  366,  91  Pac  36,  13  Ann.  Cas.  note;  Dark  t.  Johnston,  55  Pa.  St. 
841  and  note;  Howes  v.  Barmen,  11  161,  93  Am.  Dec  732  and  note;  Pierce 
Idaho  64,  81  Pac  48,  114  A.  S.  R.  v.  Cleland,  133  Pa.  St  189.  19  AtL 
255,  69  L.R.A.  568;  Nowlin  v.  Whip-  352,  7  L.R.A.  753;  Harris  v.  Brown, 
pie.  120  Ind.  596,  22  N.  E.  669,  6  202  Pa.  St.  16,  51  Atl.  586,  90  A.  S.  R. 
L.R.A.  159;  Bush  v.  Sullivan,  3  G.  610;  Lowe  v.  Miller,  3  Grat.  (Va.) 
Greene  (la.)  344,  54  Am.  Dec  506;  205.  46  Am.  Dec  188  an^  note;  Pifer 
Beatty  v.  Gregory,  17  la.  109,  85  Am.  v.  Brown,  43  W.  Va.  412,  27  S.  E. 
Dec  546  and  note;  Vannost  v.  Flem-  399,  49  L.R.A.  497;  Walterman  v.  Nor- 
ing,  79  la.  638.  44  N.  W.  90(i,  18  walk,  145  Wis.  663,  130  N.  W.  479, 
A.  S.  R.  387.  8  L.R.A.  277;  Addison  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  1176;  Gustin  v.  Hart- 
V.  Hack,  2  Gill  (Md.)  221,41  Am.  Dec.  ing,  20  Wyo.  1,  121  Pac  522,  Ann. 
421;  Dyer  v.  Sanford,  9  Mete.  (Mass.)  Cas.  1914C  911. 

395,  43  Am.  Dec.  399;  .Munseh  v.  Stel-  Notes:  16  Am.  Dec  502;  19  L.R.A. 
ter,  109  Minn.  403,  124  N.  W.  14,  134  (N.S.)  702  ;  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  557:  13 
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consideration,  to  use  tJie  waters  of  a  stream  for  a  saw  mill,  was  held 
not  revocable  at  the  grantor's  pleasure,  where  the  grantee,  In  conse- 
quence of  the  hcense,  had  erected  the  mill.**  The  cases  holding  to 
this  rule  as  to  irrevocability  of  certain  licenses  proceed  on  two  dis- 
tinct theories,  one  theory  being  that  when  the  Hcenaee  expends  large 
sums  of  money  in  making  the  improvement,  and  such  expenditure 
is  made  without  opposition  by  the  licensor,  Qie  license  becomes  exe- 
cuted and,  as  such,  irrevocable;**  and  that,  in  fact,  what  was  at 
its  inception  a  license  becomes  in  reality  a  grant.**  The  other  theorv 
and  the  reason  most  frequently  given  is  that  after  the  execution  of 
the  license,  it  would  be  a  fraud  on  the  licensee  to  permit  a  revoca- 
tion; and  the  principles  of  equitable  estoppel  are  invoked  to  prevent 
what  would  work  a  great  hardship  in  many  instances-'  And  tlii? 
is  especially  tirue  where  a  licensor  not  only  grants  the  right  to  the 
licensee  to  go  on  his  land  but  joins  in  the  enterprise  and  accepts 
the  benefits  of  the  licensee's  labor  and  expense.*  Of  course,  wliere 
there  has  been  no  expenditure  on  the  faith  of  a  license,  there  is  no 
foundation  for  an  estoppel,  and  the  same  reason  does  not  exist  for 
holding  it  irrevocable  even  though  it  be  executed.*  Au4,  further- 
Ann.  Caa.  843  et  seq.;  Ann.  Cas.  41  Mont.  56,  108  Pac  671,  137  A.  S. 
1913A  74;  10  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  11.  R.  G92;  Curtis  v.  La  Grande  Hydraxilii' 

Sefi  also  Dedication,  voi.  8,  p.  914;  Water  Co.,  20  Ore.  34,  23  Pac.  808, 
Estoppel,  vol.  10,  jp.  792.  35  Pac.  378,  10  L.B.A.  484  and  not«: 

For  a  statement  of  the  opposite  rule,  Swartz  v.  Swartz,  4  Pa.  St.  353,  45 
see  infra,  par.  94.  Am.   Dee.  697  and  note;  Pifer  v. 

18.  Rerick  v.  Kern,  14  Serg.  &  R.  Brown,  43  W.  Va.  412,  27  S.  E.  .399, 
(Pa.)  267, 16  Am.  Dee.  497.  49  L.R.A.  497  and  note. 

19.  Nowlin  V.  Whipple,  120  Ind.  596,  Notes:  16  Am.  Dec.  502;  31  A.  S. 
22  N.  E.  669,  6  L.R.A.  150;  Archer  R.  715  et  seq.;  25  Ii.R.A.(N.S.)  729; 
V.  Chicago,  ete.,  R.  Co.,  41  Mont.  56,  49  L.R.A.  520  et  seq.;  7  Ann.  Cas.  706: 
108  Pae.  671,  137  A.  8.  R.  692  (stat-  13  Ann.  Cas.  844;  Ann.  Cas.  1913 A  74. 
ing  the  various  rules  and  reviewing     See  also  Estoppel,  vol.  10,  p.  792. 

■  the  cases) ;  Harris  v.  Brown,  202  Pa.  See  Lawrence  v.  Springer,  49  N.  .1. 
St.  16.  51  AU.  586,  90  A.  S.  R.  610.  Eq.  289,  24  Atl.  933,  31  A.  S.  R.  702. 

20.  Pierce  v.  Cleland,  133  Pa.  St.  to  the  effect  that  this  rule  must  be 
189,  19  Atl.  352,  -7  L.R.A.  752.  fortified  with  &  showing  of  irreparable 

Note:  10  Am.  Dec.  41,  44.  loss  in  the  event  the  license  be  subject 

1.  Rhodes  v.  Otis.  33  Ala.  578,  73  to  revocation. 
Am.  Dec.  439;  Flickinger  v.  Shaw,  87      And  see  infra,  par.  94,  for  the  con- 
Cal.  126,  25  Pac.  268,  22  A.  S.  R.  234,  trary  rule. 

11  L.R.A.  134;  Howes  v.  Barmen,  11  2.  Munseh  v.  Stelter,  109  Minn.  403. 
Idaho  64,  81  Pac.  48,  114  A.  S.  R.  1^4  N.  W.  14,  134  A.  8.  E.  785,  25- 
255,  69  L.R.A.  568;  St.  Louis  Nat.  L.R.A.{N.S.)  727. 

Stock  Yards  v.  Wiggins  Ferry  Co.,  112  3.  Broads  v.  Mead,  159  Cal.  765, 
lU.  384,  54  Am.  Rep.  243;  Spencer  116  Pac.  46,  Ann.  Cas.  1912C  1125; 
V.  Andrew,  82  Xa.  14,  47  N.  W.  1007,  Huff  v.  McCauley,  53  Pa.  St.  206,  91 

12  L.R.A.  115  and  note;  Munseh  v.  Ara.  Dec.  203. 

Stelter,  109  Minn.  403,  124  N.  W.  14,     Notes:  16  Am.  Dee.  502:  Ann.  Cas. 
134  A.  S.  E.  785,  25  L.R,A.(N.S.)  1913A  74. 
727;  Archer  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.. 
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more,  the  rule  will  not  apply  to  a  mere  naked  license,  predicated  on 
an  invasion  of  anoth^s  right,  and  which  is  in  e£fect  a  trespass  ou 
his  property;  and  this  is  true  even  when  money  has  been  expended 
in  improving  the  property,  under  a  belief  that  the  uninvited  use 
relied  on  wiU  never  be  interrupted.*  And  in  some  jurisdictions  this 
rule  will  not  apply  to  a  Ucense  implied  from  silence  or  mere  acqui* 
escence.^  Other  authorities  hold  that  while  a  license  is  revocable 
at  law,  although  money  may  have  been  expended  on  the  faith  of  it 
by  the  licensee  he  may  have  relief  in  equity  on  the  grounds  of  estoppel 
and  part  performance  of  a  parol  contract.*  A  line  of  decisions  is  to  the 
effect  that  when  any  acts  are  done  under  a  parol  agreement  for  an 
interest  in  land,  which  are  prejudicial  to  the  party  performing  them, 
and  are  in  part  execution  of  such  agreement,  it  is  valid,  and  not  within 
the  statute  of  frauds.'  Especially  where  a  nonexecution  would  operate 
as  a  fraud  on  the  rights  of  the  vendor,  part  performance  may  be  en- 
forced in  equity,  and  instances  occur  where  a  parol  Ucense  executed 
has  been  held  to  be  irrevocable  at  law.* 

91.  Modification  of  Rule  as  to  Irrevocability. — Many  of  the  later 
cases  qualify  the  rule  set  forth  in  the  preceding  paragraph  by  declar- 
ing that  the  license  relied  on  must  be  an  express  agreement,  and 
not  a  mere  passive  acquiescence,  amounting  at  most  to  an  implied 
Hcense,  without  consideration  or  benefit  inuring  to  the  licensee ;  and 
that  such  passive  acquiescence  will  not  change  the  revocable  quality 
of  a  license,  or  raise  an  estoppel  *  Nor  can  it  be  claimed  tijat  the 
license  becomes  irrevocable  where  the  licensee's  expenditures  were 
trifling,  and  for  aught  that  appears  have  been  more  than  repaid  in 
the  use  already  had  by  the  licensee  of  the  privilege  given  to  him.** 
And  it  is  obvious  of  course  that  this  rule  will  not  obtain  where 
some  other  principle  of  law  is  to  be  violated  by  such  a  construction.^' 
Many  of  the  autliorities  hold  that  both  at  law  and  in  equity,  the 
doctrine  that  an  executed  license  is  irrevocable  is  conHned  to  those 
licenses  under  which,  when  executed,  it  cannot  be  claimed  that  any 

4.  HodgkinB         Farrrngton,    1£0  87  N.  W.  644,  92  A.  S.  B.  481,  55 

Mass.  19,  22  N.  E.  73, 16  A.  S.  B.  168,  L.R.A.  310;  Mnnsch  v.  Steltar,  109 

5  L.R.A.  209;  Ewing  v.  Rhea,  37  Oxe.  Hiiin.  403, 124  N.  W.  14, 134  A.  S.  R. 

583,  62  Pac.  790,  82  A.  S.  B.  783,  62  785,  25  UR.A.(N.S.)  727;  Pitzman  v. 


6.  Foster  v.  Browning,  4  R.  I.  47,  Ore.  583,  62  Pao.  790,  82  A.  S.  B.  783, 
67  Am.  Deo.  506.  62  L.R.A.  140;  Shaw  v.  Proffitt,  67 

7.  Bicker  t.  Kelly,  1  OreenL  (He.)  Ore.  192, 109  Pae.  684, 110  Pae.  1092, 
117, 10  Am.  Dee.  38;  Hazelton  v.  Put-  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  63  and  note, 
nam,  3  Pin.  (Wis.)  107,  54  Am.  Dee.  10.  Lawrence  v.  Sprinffer,  49  N.  J. 


L.B.A.  140. 
5.  See  infra. 


91. 


Boyce,  111  Mo.  387,  19  S.  W.  1104, 
33  A.  S.  R.  636;  Ewing  v.  Bbea,  37 


158  and  note. 
Note:  7  Ann.  Cas.  710. 
8.  Wilson  T.  Chalfant,  16  Ohio  248, 


38  Am.  Rep.  479. 

11.  Prince  v.  Case,  10  Conn.  875, 
27  Am.  Dec  675. 


45  Am.  Dee.  674. 
9.  Ryan  t.  Towar,  128  Ulch.  463, 
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estate  or  inters  in  lands  padses,  and  to  liceDses  which  are  given 
on  a  valuable  oonsidAration.^*  Under  some  of  the  decisions  this 
rule  is  ad<^>ted  merely  to  the  extent  of  holding  that^  when  executed^ 
a  license  cannot  be  so  revoked  as  to  render  illegal  acts  done  under 
it ;  ^*  and  though  sometdmes  it  may  not  be  easy  to  ascertain  the  point 
of  time  at  which  a  parol  license  may  be  revoked,  when  it  is  no  longer 
executoiy  and  the  hcensee  has  expended  money  on  the  faith  of  it, 
and  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  privilege  connected  with  it,  yet  thrae 
must  be  a  time  at  which  it  is  revocable ;  otherwise,  it  is  maintained, 
it  would  create  a  permanent  interest  in  land.^*  Under  some  of  the 
authorities  the  rule  is  that  a  parol  executed  license  cannot  be  revoked 
where  expenditures  have  been  made  in  good  faith,  unless  the  licensee 
is  placed  in  statu  quo;  ^*  but  other  decisions  are  to  the  effect  that 
a  licensee  making  improvements  on  faith  of  a  parol  license  may  have 
equitable  interposition,  at  all  events  so  far  as  to  restrain  their  appro- 
priation by  the  licensdir,  without  first  placing  the  licensee  in  the 
same  position  in  which  he  stood  before  the  execution  of  the  license.'* 
A  very  clear  distincUon  is  taken  between  a  mere  parol  license,  fol- 
lowed by  expenditures  and  improvements,  and  a  parol  contract  for 
the  sale  of  the  land  followed  by  like  improvements  placed  upon  the 
land  on  the  faith  of  the  parol  conbract  being  performed;  and  the 
holding  is  that  in  the  latter  case  equity  will  intervene  on  the  ground 
of  part  performance,  but  not  in  the  former  case,  where  no  such  basis, 
to  wit,  a  contract  made,  was  in  existence.*' 

92.  License  Conpled  with  Interest  Generally. — Whenever  a  power 
is  coupled  with  an  interest  it  cannot  be  recalled  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  donor.  So  a  license  when  an  interest  is  coupled  therewith  may 
lose  the  quality  of  revocability.*^  It  is  said  that  a  license  coupled 
with  an  interest  exists  where  the  par^  obtaining  a  license  to  do  a  thing 
also  acquires  a  right  to  do  it   In  such  case  tiie  authority  conferred 

12.  Levy  t.  Loaisville  GunniDg  S^s-  68  Am.  Deo.  190  and  note;  Nowlin 
tern,  121  Ky.  510,  89  S.  W.  628,  1  v.  Whipple,  120  Ind  59G,  22  N.  E. 
LJl.A.(N.S.)  359.  669,  "6  L.R.A.  159;  Bock  v.  Foster, 

Note:  10  L.R.A.  486.  147  Ind.  530,  46  N.  E.  920,  62  A.  S. 

13.  Grimflhaw  v.  Belcher,  88  Cal.  R.  427  and  note;  Addison  v.  Hack,  2 
217,  26  Pac.  84,  22  A.  8.  R.  298;  Gill  (Md.)  221,  41  Am.  Dec.  421; 
Wiekeraham  v.  Orr,  9  la.  253,  74  Am.  Johnson  v.  Barton,  23  N.  D.  629,  137 
Dee.  348;Hodgkinav.  Farrington,  150  N.  W.  1092,  44  LR.A.(N.S.)  557; 
Msas.  19,  22  N.  E.  73,  15  A.  S.  R.  Shaw  v.  Proffitt,  57  Ore.  192,  109  Pac. 
168,  6  LR.A.  209;  Johnson  v.  SkiU-  584,  110  Pac.  1092,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A 
man,  29  Minn.  95,  12  N.  W.  149,  43  63  and  note;  Pierce  v.  Cleland,  133 
Am.  Rep.  192;  Hazelton  v.  Putnam,  Pa.  St.  189, 19  Atl.  352,  7  LR.A.  752. 
3  Pin.  (Wis.)  107,  54  Am.  Dec  158  16.  Hazelton  v.  Putnam,  3  Pin. 
and  note.                                   '  (Wis.)  107,  54  Am.  Dec.  158  and  note. 

Note:  49  L.R.A.  524.  Note:  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  569. 

14.  Fuhr  V.  Dean,  28  Mo.  116,  69  17.  Pitzman  v.  Boyce,  111  Mo.  387, 
Am  Dec.  484.  19  S.  W.  1104,  33  A.  S.  B.  636. 

16.  Wynn  V.  Garland,  19  Ark.  23,     18.  Western  Union  Tel.  Co.  v.  Penn- 
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is  not  merely  a  permission ;  it  amounts'  to  a  grant,^'  or  an  easement, 
and  where  it  is  so  construed  it  takes,  as  such,  the  qualities  of  a  right 
in  the  land  itself.^*^  But  another  rule  is  to  the  effect  that  while  a 
license  coupled  with  an  interest  is  irrevocable,  this  doctrine,  although 
unquestionably  correct  in  a  qualified  sense,  can  only  be  considered 
as  applicable  to  the  temporary  occupation  of  land,  and  confers  no 
right  nor  interest  in  the  land  itself.*  A  distinction  has  been  drawn 
between  a  mere  license  revocable  at  will  and  a  license  coupled  with 
an  interest,  which  is  irrevocable  so  long  as  the  interest  continues. 
Where  there  is  no  agreement,  eith^  express  or  implied,  that  the 
licensee  should  enjoy  the  privilege  extended  to  him  longer  than  the 
mutual  interests  of  the  parties  should  require,  and  where,  although  he 
may  have  expended  money  on  the  faith  of  such  privilege,  there  is 
nothing  in  the  record  to  show  that  it  was  done  on  the  faith  of  an  irrevo- 
cable license,  it  cannot  be  construed  as  such  *  Rights  exercised  by  one 
in  the  land  of  another,  accompanied  with  partiC'ipation  in  the  profits  of 
the  soil,  are  termed  profits  a  prendre.  And  so  a  grant  in  praesenti 
of  a  sole  and  exclusive  right  and  privilege  to  hunt  upon  the  lands 
of  the  grantor  is  a  grant  of  a  profit  a  prendre,  and  not  a  mere  revo- 
cable license.* 

93.  Grant  or  Contract  as  Basis;  Covenant  Not  to  Revoke. — ^In  all 

cELses  of  a  license  by  parol,  where  the  grant  is  of  a  nature  capable 
of  being  made  by  parol,  the  license  is  irrevocable.  But  where  the 
license  by  parol  is  coupled  vfiih  a  parol  grant  of  something  which 
is  incapable  of  being  granted  otherwise  than  by  deed  or  by  compli- 
ance with  a  statutory  requirement,  there  the  license  is  a  mere  license, 
because  the  grant  annexed  to  it  wants  legal  validity;  and  like  all 
mere  licenses,  it  is  revocable.*  In  this  view  of  the  distinction  drawn, 
it  is  clear  that,  generally  speaking,  a  license  to  remove  wood  or  timber 

sylvania  Co.,  129  Fed.  849,  64  C.  C.  A.  20.  Western  Union  Tel.  Co.  v.  Penn- 

285,  68  L.R.A.  968;  Woodward  v.  See-  sylvania  Co.,  129  Fed.  849,  64  C.  C.  A. 

ly,  11  111.  157,  50  Am.  Dee.  445;  Rogers  285,  68  LJl.A.  968;  Chicago,  etc..  R. 

V.  Cox,  96  Ind.  157,  49  Am.  Rep.  152;  Co.  v.  HaU,  135  Ind.  91,  M  N.  E.  704, 

Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Hall,  135  Ind.  23  L.R.A.  231. 

91,  34  N.  E.  704,  23  L.R.A.  231 ;  Long  1.  Hazelton    v.    Putnam,    3  Pin. 

V.  Bnehanan,  27  Md.  502,  92  Am.  Dec.  (Wis.)  107,  54  Am.  Dec.  158;  Clute 

653;    Giles    v.    Simonds,    15    Gray  v.  Carr,  20  Wis.  531,  91  Am.  Dec.  442. 

(Mass.)  441,  77  Am.  Dec.  373;  Powers  2.  Baltimore,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Potomac 

V.  Harlow,  53  Mich.  507,  19  N.  W.  257,  Coal  Co.,  51  Md.  327,  34  Am.  Bep. 

51  Am.  Rep.  164;  Salinger  v.  North  316. 

American  Woolen  Mills  Co.,  70  W.  3.  Bingham  v.  Salene,  15  Ore.  208, 

Va.  151,  73  S.  E.  312,  39  L.R.A.(N.S.)  14  Pac.  523,  3  A.  S.  R.  152. 

350;  Clute  v.  Carr,  20  Wis.  531,  91  Note:  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  300. 

Am.  Dec.  442.  4.  Long  v.  Buchanan,  27  Md.  502, 

Notes:  10  Am.  Dec  41;  10  Eng.  92  Am.  Dec.  653;  Wood  v.  Leadbitter. 

Kut.  Cas.  11.  13  M.  &  W.  838, 14  U  J.  Exch.  161,  l6 

19.  Sterling  v.  Warden,  51  N.  H.  Eng.  Rul.  Caa.  49.  . 

217,  12  Am.  Rep.  80.  . 
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is  of  an  irrevocable  nature  in  so  far  as  it  ia  founded  on  the  grant 
itself;  *  and  the  same  ia  true,  as  a  general  rule,  as  to  the  taking  of 
,ore  from  mines.*  Accordingly,  if  the  owner  of  chattels  or  other 
personal  property,  by  virtue  of  a  contract  with  or  the  permission 
of  the  owner  of  land,  places  his  property  on  the  land,  the  license  to 
enter  on  it  for  the  purpose  of  ta^ng  and  removing  the  pn^rty  is 
irrevocable,  for  in  such  case  the  license  is  coupled  with  and  sup- 
ported by  a  valid  interest  or  title  in  the  property  considered  apart 
from  the  land.'  And  a  license  is  irrevocable  if  it  is  given  by  a  iMsee 
of  personal  property  to  the  lessor  and  is  to  enter  on  the  premises  of 
the  former  and  remove  such  personalty  on  default  in  the  payment 
of  the  rent  stipulated  to  be  paid  therefor.*  Where  a  privilege  called 
a  Ucense  is  granted  for  a  certain  period  by  a  deed  made  for  a  valuable 
consideration,  and  imposing  mutual  obligations  on  the  parties,  a 
covenant  not  to  revoke  may  be  implied.*  Express  power  to  revoke 
may,  of  course,  be  given  by  contract;  and  where  this  is  done  the 
right  to  revoke  is  confined  to  the  conditions  contained  in  the  agree- 
ment*® 

94.  Rule  that  License  Is  Revocable  though  Improvements  Are 
Made. — At  common  law,  a  parol  license  to  be  exercised  on  the  land 
of  another  creates  an  interest  in  the  land,  is  within  the  statute  of 
frauds,  and  may  be  revoked  by  the  licensor  at  any  time,  no  matter 
whether  or  not  the  licensee  has  exercised  acts  under  the  license,  or 
expended  money  jn  reliance  thereon.  While  in  a  number  of  the  states 
this  rule  has  been  upheld,*^  like  many  another  strict  principle  of 
the  common  law,  it  has  undergone  a  general  transformation  in  this 
country  to  meet  advancing  conditions,  and  so  it  is  now  a  rule  of 
wide  application  that  an  executed  license  cannot  be  revoked.^'  Fol- 
lowing the  common  law  doctrine  the  courts  of  many  of  the  states 
uphold  the  general  rule  that  a  parol  license  to  do  an  act  on  the  land 
of  the  licensor,  while  it  justifies  anything  done  by  the  licensee  before 
revocation,  is,  nevertheless,  revocable  at  the  option  of  the  licensor, 
and  this  although  tiie  intention  was  to  confer  a  continuing  right,  and 
money  had  been  exp^ded  by  the  licensee  on  tiie  faith  of  the  license.'* 

5.  See  supra,  par.  82.  11.  Yeager  t.  Tuning,  79  Ohio  St. 

6.  See  supra,  par.  83;  and  see  gen-  121,  SO  N.  E.  657,  128  A.  S.  R.  679 
erally.  Mines.  and  note,  19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  700. 

7.  Giles  V.  Simonds,  15  Gray  (Mass.)  Notes:  31  A.  S.  B.  715;  7  Ann.  Gas. 
441,  77  Am.  Dee.  373.  706,  715. 

8.  Lambert  t.  Robinson,  162  Mass.     12.  See  supra,  par.  90. 

34,  37  N.  E.  753,  44  A.  S.  R.  326.  13.  Hicks  v.  Swift  Creek  Mill  Co., 

9.  Wood  V.  Leadbitter,  13  M.  &  W.  133  Ala.  411,  31  So.  947,  91  A.  S.  R. 
838,  14  L.  J.  Exch.  181,  16  Eng.  Rul.  38,  57  L.R.A.  720;  Prince  v.  Case,  10 


10.  Guyat  v.  Thomson,  [1894]  3  Ch.  Woodward  v.  Seely,  11  III.  167,  50  Am. 
388,  64  L.  J.  Ch.  32,  71  U  T.  N.  S.  Dec.  445;  Dwight  v.  Hayes,  150  111. 


Cas.  49. 


Conn.  375,  27  Am.  Dec.  675  and  note; 


416,  16  Eng.  Rul.  Gas.  64. 


373,  37  N.  B.  218,  41  A  S.  R.  367; 
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And  so  it  has  been  held  that  a  parol  license  gives  no  indefeasible 
power  or  authority  to  exercise  a  continuing  privilege  on  another's 
land,  even  when  carried  into  execution,  and  upheld  by  acts  donc^ 
in  pais  in  accordance  with  its  terms.^*  Under  this  rule  it  has  been 
held  that  the  right  of  revocation  exists  wi^out  remedy  to  the  licensee 
for  the  recovery  of  such  expenditum.^*  Many  of  the  cases  denying 
estoppel  to  revoke  proceed  in  part  at  least  on  the  ground  tiiat  so  far 
as  ibe  licensee  has  expended  money  or  incurred  liabilities  in  the 
execution  of  his  license  he  must  be  held  to  have  done  so  with  full 
knowledge  of  the  fact  that  the  license  might  at  any  time  be  revoked, 
and  h.ence  there  is  no  room  for  the  exercise  of  the  doctrine  of  estoppel 
for  the  puipose  of  precluding  the  licensor  from  the  assertion  of  legal 
or  equitable  rights.^*  It  is  asserted  that  the  licensee  is  conclusively 
presumed,  as  matter  of  law,  to  know  that  a  license  is  revocable  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  licensor,  and  if  he  expend  money  in  connection 
with  his  entry  on  the  land  of  the  latter  he  does  so  at  his  peril.  Any 
other  doctrine,  it  has  been  said,  would  render  most  licenses  irrevo- 
cable, and  make  them  operate  as  conveyances  of  interest  in  land." 
Some  of  the  authorities  tiierefore  maintain  that  the  reasoning  from 
estoppel  overthrows  the  statute  of  frauds;  that  it  practically  passes 
an  interest  in  realty  without  the  formalities  required  by  that  statute.*^ 
In  a  few  cases  a  distinction  has  been  nude  between  a  license  to  op^te 
exdusively  on  the  licensor's  land  and  a  license  to  do  or  erc^t  som&- 
thing  on  the  licensee's  own  land  by  which  a  right  or  easement  of  the 
licensor  may  be  affected,  it  bmng  held  that  licenses  of  the  former 
class  are  always  revocable,  while  those  of  the  latter  class  are  irrevo* 
cable  after  execution  by  the  expenditure  of  money  or  labor  by  the 
licensee.'*  The  doctrine  of  estoppel  cannot  be  invoked  to  prevent 
city  authorities  from  removing  obstructions  to  the  freest  use  of  the 
streets,  which,  undoubtedly,  as  an  original  question,  they  had  full 

EntwfaiBtle  v.  Henke,  2U  ni.  273,  71  R.  874  and  note;  Hnbeor  t.  Starl^  124 

N.  E.  990,  103  A.  8.  R.  196;  Jones  Wis.  359,  102  N.  W.  12,  109  A.  S.  R. 

V.  Stover,  131  la.  119, 108  N.  W.  112,  937,  4  Ann.  Caa.  340. 

6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  154  and  note;  Shipley  Notes:  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  727;  19 
v.  Fink,  102  Md.  219,  62  N.  E.  360,  L.RA.(N.S.)  700  ;  44  LJt.A.(N.S.) 
2  L.RA.(N.S.)  1002  and  note;  John.  557;  7  Ann.  Caa.  710;  Ann.  Gas.  1913A 
son  V.  Skillman,  29  Minn.  95, 12  N.  W.  75. 

14^,  43  Am.  Rep.  192;  Archer  v.  Chi-  See  supra,  par.  90,  for  the  opponng 

ca^,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  41  Mont.  66,  108  mle. 

Pac.  571,  137  A.  S.  R.  692  and  note;  14.  Hazelton  v.   Putnam,   3  Pin. 

Wheelock  t.  Noonan,  108  N.  Y.  179,  (Wis.)  107,  54  Am.  Dee.  158  and  not*. 

15  N.  E.  67,  2  A.  S.  R.  405;  Crosdale  16.  Pitsman  v.  Boyce,  111  Mo.  38V, 

V.  Unigan,  129  N.  Y.  604,  29  N.  E.  19  S.  W.  1104,  33  A.  S.  R.  536. 

824,  26  A.  S.  R.  651  and  note;  Fowler  16.  Note:  7  Ann.  Cas.  714. 

V.  Delaplain,  79  Ohio  St  279,  87  N.  17.  Note':  49  L.RA.  499. 

E.  260,  21  L.R.A.(N.S.)  100;  Hatha-  18.  Note:  16  Am.  Dec.  503. 

way  V.  Yakima  Water,  Light,  etc.,  Co.,  19.  Note:  7  Ann.  Cas.  717. 
14  Wash.  469,  44  Pac.  896,  53  A.  S. 
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pow«r  to  prevent;  in  other  words,  a  license  to  erect  and  maintain 
such  obstractions  cannot  as  to  munidpal  aathoritieB  be  znade  perpet- 
ual and  irrevocable."** 

95.  Future  Enjoyment  of  Parol  License;  Specific  Performance.^ 

Although  a  parol  license  of  a  permanent  easement  on  the  land  of 
another  is  within  the  statute  of  frauds,  yet  if  the  licensee  has  made 
large  investments  for  the  enjoyment  of  sudi  easfflnent,  equity  will  often 
decree  specific  performance,  as  in  cases  of  partly  executed  parol  con- 
tracts of  sale  of  lands.'  In  a  s^ise  a  license  may  become  an  agree- 
ment on  a  valuable  consideration,  as  where  the  enjoyment  of  it  must 
necessarily  be  preceded  by  the  expenditure  of  money.  And  when 
the  grantee  has  made  improvements  or  invested  capital  in  consequence 
of  it  he  has  become  the  purchaser  for  a  valuable  consideration.'  Espe- 
cially will  future  enjoyment  of  an  executed  parol  license,  granted 
on  a  consideration,  or  on  the  faith  of  which  money  has  been  expended, 
be  enforced  in  equity  where  adequate  compensation  in  damages  can- 
not be  obtained;  *  or  where  it  would  operate  as  a  fraud  on  one  party. ^ 
But  under  certain  authorities  a  mere  oral  license  cannot  be  enforced 
in  equity,  even  after  the  expenditure  of  money  on  the  faith  of  it.* 
And  even  where  the  rule  permitting  specific  performance  obtains, 
a  parol  contract  for  an  interest  in  land  will  not  be  enforced  in  equity 
unless  such  contract  is  definite  and  certain  in  all  its  parts;  *  neither 
will  that  remedy  be  decreed  where  the  party  invok&g  its  aid  has 
not  parted  with  any  con^deration  or  property,  and  no  irreparable 
damage  is  suffered  by  him.^  It  has  been  held  tiiat  a  rule  that  a 
court  of  equity,  having  acquired  jurisdiction  of  a  suit  to  compel 
specific  performance  of  an  agreement  to  convey  real  estate,  will,  on 
failure  of  proof  of  the  agreement,  and  a  mere  parol  license  to  place 
a  building  thereon  appraring,  retain  jurisdiction  to  prevent  the  licen- 
sor from  removing  the  building  until  he  had  compensated  the  licen- 
see, will  not  be  applied  against  one  who  has  purchased  the  property 
from  the  licensor.^ 

20.  Augasta  v.  Banun,  93  Oa.  68,  Wiggins  Ferry  Co.,  112  IlL  334,  64 

19  S.  £.  820,  26  UB.A.  340  and  note.  Am.  Rep.  243;  Rust  v.  Conrad,  47 

1.  Wynn  v.  Ghtrland,  10  Ark.  23,  68  Mich.  449, 11  K.  W.  265, 41  Am.  Rep. 
Am.  Dee.  190;  Cook  v.  Pridgen,  45  72QL  And  Bee  anpra,  par.  9^  as  to 
Ga.  331,  12  Am.  Rep.  682.  the  rule  of  lOToeabiUty  notwiUutanding 

Notes:  10  Am.  Dec.  42;  49  LR.A.  the  m^ing  of  expenditores. 

607,  515.  6.  Howes  v.  Barmon,  11  Idaho  64, 

2.  Beriek  v.  Eeni,  14  Serg.  A  &  81  Pae.  48, 114  A.  S.  R.  255, 69  LRJL 
(Pa.)  267,  16  Am.  Dec  497.  568;  Crosdale  v.  Lanigan,  129  N.  Y. 

Note:  49  LJtA..  515.  604,  29  N.  E.  824,  26  A.  S.  R.  65L 

3.  Snowden  v.  Wilaa,  19  Ind.  10,  81  7.  Howes  v.  Barmon,  11  IdtUio  64, 
Am.  Dec.  370  and  note.  81  Pae.  48, 114  A.  S.  R.  255, 69  L Jt.A. 

4.  Wynn  v.  Garland,  19  Ark.  23,  68  568. 

Am.  Dec  190.  8.  Shipley  v.  Fink,  102  Md.  219,  63 

6.  St.  Louis  Nat  Stoek  Tarda  v.  N.  E.  360,  2  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1A02. 
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%.  Means  of  Effflctiiig  Revocation. — The  revocation  of  on  execu- 
tory license  may  be  effected  in  an  almost  unlimited  variety  of  ways. 
In  general  any  act  evincing  an  intention  to  revoke  will  suffice  for 
■  that  purpose,  such  as  a  denial  of  the  right; '  an  appropriation  of  lands 
to  a  use  inconsistent  with  the  enjoyment  of  the  right;  "  a  written 
contract  of  sale  of  the  property;  the  execution  of  a  lease  of  the 
property ;  the  destruction  of  the  property  so  as  to  leave  nothing 
on  wliich  the  license  could  operate;  or  an  action  at  law,**  or  any 
other  act  inconsistent  with  the  continued  enjoyment  of  the  license.** 
Owing  to  its  personal  character  it  is  a  rule  also  that  a  parol  license 
is  revoked  by  the  death  of  the  licensor  or  the  licensee,"  eveji 
thou^  it  is  executed.'*  So  a  conveyance  of  land  will  revoke  every 
icense  and  authority  which  had  been  previously  given  by  Uie  grantor.** 
It  has  been  held,  however,  that  where  a  license  is  revoked  by  a,deed 
of  such  right  to  a  third  person,  and  the  latter  continues  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  license  under  a  claim  of  right  to  do  so,  for  more  thari 
twenty  years,  such  claim  of  the  licensee  ripens  by  adverse  user  into 


9.  Shirley  v.  Crabb,  138  Ind.  200,  18.  Fowler  v.  Delaplain,  79  Ohio  St. 
37  N.  E.  130,  46  A.  S.  R.  376.  279,  87  N.  E.  2G0,  21  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

10.  Archer  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  100. 

41  Mont.  56,  108  Pac.  571,  137  A.  S.  19.  De  Haro  v.  United  States,  5 
R.  692.  WaU.  599,  18  U-.  S.  (L.  ed.)  681; 

Note:  31  A.  8.  R.  714.  Riddle  v.  Brown,  20  Ala.  412,  56  Am. 

11.  Bruley  v.  Garvin,  105  Wis.  625,  Dec.  202;  Hicks  v.  Swift  Creek  MiU 
81  N.  W.  1038,  48  L.R.A.  839.  Co.,  133  Ala.  411,  31  So.  947,  91  A. 

12.  Note:  31  A.  S.  R.  714.  S.  R.  38  and  note,  57  L.R.A.  720; 

13.  Shirley  v.  Crabb,  138  Ind.  200,  Omaha,  etc..  Smelting,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Ta- 
37  N.  E.  130,  46  A.  S.  R.  376.  bor,  13  Colo.  41,  21  Pac.  925,  16  A. 

14.  Joy  V.  Hull,  4  Vt.  455,  24  Am.  S.  R.  185,  5  L.R.A.  236;  Jenkins  v. 
Dec.  625.  Lykes,  19  Fla.  148,  45  Am.  Rep.  19, 

Note:  31  A.  S.  R.  714.  Shipley  v.  Fink,  102  Md.  219,  62  N. 

15.  Nichols  V.  Peek,  70  Conn.  439,  E.  360,  2  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1002;  Hodg- 

39  Atl.  803,  66  A.  S.  R.  122  and  note,  kins  v.  Farrington,  150  Mass.  19,  22 

40  L.R.A.  81;  Pitzman  v.  Boyce,  111  N.  B.  73,  l5  A.  S.  R.  168,  5  L.R.A. 
Mo.  387,  19  S.  W.  1104,  33  A.  S.  R.  209;  Wilson  v.  St.  Paul,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  41 
536;  Salinger  v.  North  American  Wool-  Minn.  56,  42  N.  W.  600,  4  L.R.A.  378; 
en  Mills  Co.,  70  W.  Va.  151,  73  S.  E.  Kremer  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  51 
312,  39  Ii.R.A.(N.S.)  350.  Minn.  15,  52  N.  W.  977,  38  A.  S.  R. 

16.  Putney  v.  Day,  6  N.  H.  430,  468 ;  IIoux  v.  Seat,  26  Mo.  178,  72  Am. 
25  Am.  Dec.  470,  overruled  on  another  Dec.  202 ;  Archer  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R. 
point  by  Houston  v.  Lafifee,  46  N.  H.  Co.,  41  Mont.  56,  108  Pae.  571,  137  A. 
505;  Hodsdon  v.  Kennett,  73  N.  H.  S.  R.  692;  Eckerson  v.  Crippen,  110 
225,  60  Atl.  636,  111  A.  S.  R.  607.        N.  Y.  585, 18  N.  E.  443, 1  L.R.A.  487; 

Note:  31  A.  S.  R.  714.  Harris  v.  Gillingham,  6  N.  H.  9,  23 

17.  De  Haro  v.  United  States,  5  Am.  Dec.  701;  Taylor  v.  Millard,  118 
Wall.  599,  18  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  681;  N.  T.  244,  23  N.  E.  376,  6  L.R.A.  667; 
Prince  v.  Case,  10  Conn.  375,  27  Am.  Fish  v.  Capwell,  18  R.  L  667,  29  AtL 
Dec.  67.')  and  note;  Rust  v.  Conrad,  840,  49  A.  S.  R.  807,  25  L.R.A.  159. 
47  Mich.  449,  11  N.  W.  265,  41  Am.  Notes:  10  Am.  Dec.  41;  31  A.  8. 
Rep.  720.  R.  714. 
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a  right,**  and,  further,  that  a  transfer  of  that  possession  by  the  owner 
to  another  may  not  necessarily  operate  as  a  revocation  of  the  license.' 
.  Generally  speaking,  where  a  licensee  has  erected  structures  on  the 
property  on  the  faith  of  the  license,  with  a  right  of  removal,  he  will  not 
be  affected  by  a  conveyajice  of  the  land,  tall  notice,  either  actual 
or  constructive,  of  the  revocation 

97.  Rule  as  to  Improvements;  Right  to  Remove. — Where  buildings 
are  erected  by  a  licensee  on  land  of  the  licensor  under  an  agreement 
or  understanding  that  they  may  be  removed  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
builder,  in  general,  they  do  not  become  a  part  of  the  real  estate, 
but  continue  to  be  personal  chattels,  and  the  property  of  the  person 
who  erected  them.  In  such  a  case,  it  is  immaterial  what  is  the  pur- 
pose, size,  material,  or  mode  of  construction  of  such  buildings.'  In 
several  jurisdictions  it  is  held  that  even  thon^  the  license  is  revocable, 
the  licensee  is  entitled,  on  revocation,  to  reasonable  notice  and  oppor- 
tunity to  remove  the  improvements  erected  by  him  on  the  licensor's 
premises,  if  they  are  removable;*  and  if  the  licensor  interferes  with 
such  right,  he  will  be  liable  in  dnmages.*  The  expense  of  removing 
Uie  structure  ought,  in  justice,  to  fall  on  the  one  for  whose  benefit 
it  was  erected.*  A  license  to  erect  a  dam  for  temporary  purposes 
ends  by  the  decay  of  the  dam,  and  will  not  authorize  the  erection 
of  another  dam  in  its  place.'  While  in  such  a  case  one  rule  is  to 
the  effect  that  a  new  license  is  required,*  there  is,  however,  authority 
to  the  effect  that  where  such  a  structure  has  been  destroyed  by  fire, 
a  reasonable  time  should  be  allowed  for  its  reconstruction.*  Laches 
in  not  compelling  one  to  remove  timbers,  which  he  inserted  in  a 
wall  on  the  plaintiff's  land  by  the  oral  license  of  plaintiff's  predecessor 
in  interest,  will  not  prevent  plaintiff  from  maintaining  a  bill  in  equity 
to  compel  such  removal,  if  such  timbers  have  not  been  kept  in  their  . 


20.  Eckerson  v.  Crippen,  110  N.  Y.     Note:  7  Ann.  Gas.  71S. 
585,  18  N.  E.  443,  1  UR.A.  487.  6.  Note:  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  557,  568. 

'   Note:  1  L.R.A.  487.  6.  Hodgkins    v.    Farrington,  150 

But  see  supra,  par.  86,  as  to  pre-  Mass.  19,  22  N.  E.  73, 15  A.  S.  R.  1G8, 
scriptive  rights  generally.  5  L.B.A.  209;  Woodbury  v.  Parsbley, 

1.  Branson  v.  Labrot,  81  Ky.  638,  7  N.  H.  237,  26  Am.  Dee.  739. 

50  Am.  Rep.  193.  7.  Grimshaw  v.  Belcher,  88  Cal.  217, 

2.  Dame  v.  Dame,  38  N.  H.  429,  26  Pae.  84,  22  A.  S.  R.  298;  jCowles 
75  Am.  Dee.  195.  v.  Kidder,  24  N.  H.  364,  57  Am.  Dec. 

3.  Knssell  v.  Richards,  11  Me.  371,  287;  Hepburn  v.  McDowell,  17  Serg. 
26  Am.  Dec.  532;  Dame  v.  Dame,  38  &  R.  (Pa.)  383,  17  Am.  Dee.  677. 
N.  H.  429,  75  Am.  Dec.  195.  Note:  31  A.  S.  R.  714. 

4.  Rogere  v.  Cox,  96  Ind.  157,  49  8.  Dyer  v.  Sanford,  9  Mete.  (Mass.) 
Am.  Rep.  152;  Russell  v.  Richards,  11  395,  43  Am.  Dec.  399. 

Me.  371,  26  Am.  Dec.  532  and  note;      9.  Heflin  v.  Binghain,  56  Ala.  566, 
White  V.  Elwel!,  48  Me.  360,  77  Am.  28  Am.  Rep.  776. 
Dec.  231;  Shipley  v.  Fink,  102  Md. 
219,  62  Atl.  360,  2  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1002. 
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present  position  a  sufficioit  length  of  time  to  create  a  prescriptive 
right  to  have  them  continue  nndisturbed.*** 

98.  Liability  of  Licensor  and  Licensee. — ^It  is  a  well  established, 
rule  that  where  an  owner  of  land  directly  or  by  implication  induces 
persons  to  ent^  on  and  pasB  over  it  he  thereby  assumes  an  obliga- 
tion that  it  is  in  a  safe  condition,  suitable  for  such  use,  and  for  a 
breach  of  this  obligation  he  is  liable  in  damages  to  a  person  injured 
thereby/*  provided,  of  course,  due  care  was  exercised  by  the  person 
injured.'*  On  the  other  hand,  no  duty  is  imposed  by  law  on  the 
owner  or  occupant  to  keep  his  premises  in  a  suitable  condition  for 
those  who  come  there  solely  for  their  own  convenience  or  pleasure, 
and  who  are  not  either  ei^ressly  invited  to  enter  or  induced  to  come 
thereon.**  And  this  has  been  held  to  be  the  rule  even  when  Uiia 
is  done  with  the  owner's  permission.  Such  visitors  are  mere  licensees, 
and  enjoy  the  license  in  the  condition  in  which  they  are,  and  subject 
to  the  attendant  risks;  ^*  and  the  duty-  devolving  on  the  licensor 


10.  Hodgkins  v.  Farrington,  150  512;  Jennings  v.  Van  Sehaiek,  108 
Kan.  19,  22  N.  E.  73, 15  A.  S.  R.  168,  N.  Y.  530,  15  N.  £.  424,  2  A.  S.  R. 
3  L.RA.  209.  459;  C^pbdl  v.  Boyd,  88  N.  C.  129, 

11.  Pomponia  v.  New  Yoi^,  etc.,  R.  43  Am.  Rep.  740;  Troy  t.  Cape  Fear, 
Co.,  66  Conn.  528,  34  Ati.  491,  50  A  etc,  B.  Co.,  99  N.  C.  298,  6  S.  E. 
S.  B.  124  and  note,  32  L.B.A  530  ;  77,  6  A.  8.  R.  521;  Bellefontaine,  etc., 
Atlanta  Cotton-seed  Oil  Mills  v.  Gof-  R.  Co.  v.  Snyder,  18  Ohio  St.  390,  98 
fey,  80  Qa.  145,  4  S.  E.  759, 12  A.  S.  Am.  Dec.  175;  Taylor  v.  Delaware, 
B.  244;  West  Chicago  Masonic  Ass'n  etc.  Canal  Co.,  113  Pa.  St.  162,  8 
v.  Cobn,  192  HI.  210,  61  N.  E.  439,  85  Ati.  43,  57  Am.  Rep.  446;  Freer  v. 
A  S.  B.  327,  55  L.B.A  235;  Nave  v.  Cameron,  4  Rich.  U  (S.  C.)  228,  55 
Flack,  90  Ina.  205,  46  Am.  Rep.  205;  Am.  Dec.  663. 

Indianapolis  v.  Emmelman,  108  Ind.  12.  Elliott  v.  Pray,  10  Allen  (Mass.) 

530,  9  N.  E.  165,  58  Am.  Bep.  65;  378,  87  Am.  Dec  653  and  note. 

Penso  V.  McCormiek,  125  Ind.  Ufi,  IS.  Nave  t.  Flack,  90  Ind.  205,  46 

25  N.  E.  166, 21  A  S.  B.  211,  9  L.B.A  Am.  Bep.  205;  Faris  v.  Hoberg,  134 

313;  Sweeny  v.  Old  Colony,  etc,  B.  Ind.  269,  33  N.  E.  1028,  39  A.  S.  B. 

Co.,  10  Allen  (Mass.)  368,  87  Am.  Dec  261;  Sweeny  v.  Old  Colony,  etc,  R. 

644  and  note;  Corrigan  V.  Union  Sugar  Co.,  10  Allen  (Msss.)  368,  87  Am. 

Befinery,  98  Mass.  577,  96  Am.  Dec  Dec  644;  Ryan  v.  Towar,  128  MicH. 

685;  Davis  v.  Central  Cong.  Soc,  129  463,  87  N.  W.  644,  92  A.  8.  R.  481, 

Mass.  367,  37  Am.  Rep.  368;  Gordon  56  I1.RA.  310;  Larmore  t.  Crown 

V.  Gommings,  152  Mass.  513,  25  N.  E.  Point  Iron  Co.,  101  N.  Y.  291,  4  N.  E. 

978,  23  A.  S.  R.  846,  9  L.R.A.  640  :  752,  54  Am.  Rep.  718;  Cusiek  v. 

Powers  T.  Harlow,  53  Mich.  507,  19  Adams,  115  N.  Y.  65,  21  N.  E.  673, 

N.  W.  257,  51  Am.  Rep.  154;  Driscoll  12  A.  S.  R.  772;  Fox  v.  Wamer-Qoin- 

V.  Newark,  etc,  lime,  etc.,  Co.,  37  Ian  Asphalt  Co.,  204  N.  Y.  240,  97 

N.  Y.  637,  97  Am.  Dee.  761;  Carroll  N.  E.  497,  Ann.  Gas.  1913C  745,  38 

V.  Staten  Island  R.  Co.,  58  N.  T.  126,  L.R.A.(N.S.)  395;  Qillis  v.  Pennsyl- 

17  Am.  Rep.  221;  Beck     Garter,  68  vania  R.  Co^  59  Pa.  St  129,  98  Am. 

N.  Y.  283,  23  Am.  Rep.  175;  Barry  Dec.  317. 

V.  New  York  Cent.,  etc,  B.  Co.,  92  14.  Pomponio  v.  New  York,  etc.,  R. 

N.  Y.  289,  44  Am.  Rep.  377;  Byrne  v.  Co.,  66  Coon.  528,  34  Atl.  491,  50 

New  York  Cent.,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  104  N.  A.  S.  R.  124,  32  L.R.A.  530;  Illinois 

Y.  362,  10  N.  E.  539,  58  Am.  Rep.  Cent.  R.  Co.  v.  Godfrey,  71  111.  500, 
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in  such  cases  is  no  greater  than  to  ezereiae  ordiiiary  care,**  refraining, 
of  course,  from  positive  or  wilful  acts  fihat  work  an  injury.**  So  a 

trespasser  or  licensee  who  enters  on  premises  by  permission  only, 
without  any  enticement,  allurement,  or  inducement  being  held  out 
to  him  by  the  owner  or  occi^ant,  cannot  recover  damages  for  inju- 
ries caused  by  obstructions  or  pitfalls.*'  It  is  also  a  rule  that  a  mere 
naked  Hcense  or  permission  to  enter  premises,  whether  implied  by 
law  or  given  by  the  owner  or  occupant,  does  not  impose  on  the  latter 
any  obligation  to  provide  against  the  dangers  of  accident  to  such 
licensee.**  With  reference  to  the  use  of  dangerous  premises  by  chil- 
dren, with  the  acquiescence  of  the  owner,  the  rule  is  that  such  an 
owner  is  bound  to  exercise  care  accordingly,  having  due  regard  to 
such  probable  use,  and  pni|M>rtioned  to  the  probable  danger  to  per- 
sons so  using  them.**  However,  in  a  rather  extraordinary  case  in 
which  an  infant  of  four  years  of  age  was  held  to  be  a  trespasser,  it 
was  declared  that  an  action  could  not  be  maintained  for  an  injury, 
where  there  was  no  evidence  of  malice  or  gross  and  reckless  care- 
lessness.'* The  question  of  negligence  and  as  to  what  constitutes 
leasonable  care  is  ordinarily  a  question  of  fact*  As  to  the  licensee, 

22  Am.  Rep.  U2;  Qibson  t.  Leonard,  32  N.  E.  182,  36  A.  S.  R.  376,  17 
143  lU.  182,  32  N.  E.  182,  36  A.  S.  L.R.A.  588  (holding,  boweveiv  that  the 
R.  376,  17  L.B.A.  588;  Indianapolis  membeis  of  an  underwriter's  fire  patrol 
T,  Emmelman,  108  Ind.  530,  9  N.  £.  who  force  open  and  enter  a  building 
155,  5  Am.  Rep.  65;  Faria  v.  Hobei^,  to  save  property  from  fire,  without 
134  Jnd.  2S0t  33  N.  E.  1028,  39  A.  invitation,  permission,  or  lic^ue  ex- 
S.  R.  261;  Baltimore,  rte.,  R.  Co.  v.  press  or  implied,  from  the  owner  or 
Stat^  9Z  Hd.  479,  60  Am.  Rep.  233;  occupant,  are  not  trespassen,  as  they 
Benson  v.  Baltimore  Traction  Co.,  77  enter  and  remain  under  a  license  im- 
Md.  635,  26  Atl.  973, 39  A.  S.  R.  436,  plied  by  law) ;  Baltimore,  etc.,  R.  Co. 
20  L.R.A.  714;  Plnmmer  v.  DiU,  156  v.  State,  62  Hd.  479,  50  Am.  Rep. 
Mass.  426,  31  N.  E.  128,  32  A.  S.  R.  233;  Sweeny  v.  Old  Colony,  eto.,  R. 
463;  Beck  v.  Carter,  68  N.  Y.  283,  Co.,  10  AUen  (Mais.)  368,  87  Am. 

23  Am.  Rep.  175;  Cahill  v.  Layton,  Dee.  644  and  note. 

57  Wis.  600, 16  N.  W.  1, 46  Am.  Rep.  18.  Gibson  Leonard,  143  HI.  182, 
46.  32  N.  E.  18^36  A.  S.  B.  376,  17 

15.  West  Chiei^^  Masonic  Aas'n  v.  L.B.A.  688;  Powers  v.  Harlow,  63 
Cohn,  192  HI  210,  61  N.  B.  430,  85  Mich.  607, 19  N.  W.  267,  51  Am.  Rep. 
A.  S.  a  327,  55  L.R.A.  235.  154. 

16.  Pomponto  v.  New  York,  ete.,  R.  19.  Earriman  v.  Pittsbui^fa,  etc.,  R. 
Co.,  66  Conn.  628,  34  Att.  491,  50  A.  Co,  46  Ohio  St  U,  12  N.  E.  451,  4 
S.  R.  124  and  note,  32  L.R.A.  530;  A.  S.  B.  507. 

Gibson  v.  Leonard,  143  HI.  182,  32  20.  Morrissey  v.  Eastern  B.  Co.,  126 
N.  E.  182,  36  A.  S.  B.  376, 17  L.B.A.  Mass.  377,  30  Am.  Bep.  686. 
588;  Conradt  v.  Claava,  93  Ind.  476,  1.  Byrne  v.  New  York  Gent.,  etc.,  R. 
47  Am.  Rep.  388;  Powers  v.  Harlow,  Co.,  104  N.  Y.  362,  10  N.  E.  539,  58 
53  Mich.  507,  19  N.  W.  257,  61  Am.  Am.  Rep.  512;  Taylor  v.  Delaware, 
Rep.  154;  Larmore  v.  Crown  Point  etc.,  Canal  Co.,  113  Pa.  St  162,  8  AtL 
Iron  Co.,  101  N.  Y.  391,  4  K.  E.  762,  43,  57  Am.  Rep.  446.  Bat  aee  g^ner- 
64  Am.  Rep.  718.  ally,  Neguobhcb. 

17.  Gibson  v.  Leonard,  143  HI.  182, 
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die  rule  genially  is  that  he  need  exercise  only  reasonable  and  ordi- 
nary  cftre  and  precaution;'  and  that  where  he  fails  in  this  he  is 
liable  in  damages.' 

■  XVI.  Actions  and  Peoceedinos 

99.  Remedies  in  General. — ^Remedies  in  lic^ise  cases  are  of  course 
dependent  on  the  nature  of  the  case  itself,  the  provisions  of  the  local 
law,  and  &e  ends  sought  Accordingly  the  remedy  may  be  an  assump- 
sit for  a  breach  of  the  contract  impUed  from  Uie  contract  granting 
the  license  privilege  for  a  consideration;  *  or  damages;  *  or  replevin, 
as  against  a  trespasser ;  *  or  trover,  as  for  the  value  of  buildings  Mooted 
and  converted  to  the  use  of  the  licensee; '  or,  according  to  the  <»r- 
cumstances,  the  remedy  may  be  ejectment  against  the  licensor,*  or 
iigainst  the  licensee.*  In  siddition  one  who  persists  in  using  the 
license  after  notice  of  its  termination  may  be  prevented  from  so  doing 
by  such  force,  not  extending  to  life  or  limb,  as  may  be  necessary  to 
effectuate  his  expulsion  from  the  premises."  A  summary  abatement 
of  a  nuisance  by  the  owner  himself,  under  certain  circumstances,  is 
not  only  justified  but  commendable,  as  in  an  abatement  undertaken 
to  do  away  with  menacingly  dangerous  and  unsanitary  conditions." 
In  this  connection  it  has  been  held  that  a  failure  to  remove  a  build- 
ing for  a  considerable  period  of  time  after  notice  to  remove  entitles 
the  purchaser  of  the  land  to  remove  it  himself;  and  to  do  this  the 
building  may  be  taken  to  pieces  by  such  purchaser,  without  his 
being  liable  in  damages,  if  no  wanton  or  unnecessary  injury  is  done, 
and  if  the  owner  of  the  building  has  provided  no  place  for 
it"  Under  certain  other  circumstance  injunction  may  be  the 
proper  remedy,  either  against  the  licensee,'*  or  in  aid  of  his 

2.  West  Chicago  Kafionic  Aas'n  v.  Am.  Dec.  195  (holding  that  the  builder 

Coho,  192  HI.  210,  61  N.  E.  439,  85  or  his  assignee  may  bring  the  action). 

A.  S.  R.  327  and  note,  55  L.R.A.  235.  8.  Swartz  v.  Swarta,  4  Pa.  St  353, 

8.  Eaton  v.  Winnie,  20  Mich.  156,  45  Am.  Dec.  697. 

4  Am.  Rep.  377;  Dean  v.  McLean,  48  9.  Doe  v.  Baker,  15  N.  C.  220,  25 
Vt  412,  21  Am.  R^.  130.  Am.  Dec.  706. 

4.  Homey  v.  Nixon,  213  Pa.  St  20,  10.  Fluker  v.  Georgia  R.,  etc.,  Co., 
61  Atl;  1088, 110  A.  S.  B.  520  and  note,  81  Qa.  461,  8  S.  E.  529,  12  A.  S.  R. 

5  Ann.  Cas.  349, 1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1184.  328,  2  L.R.A.  843. 

6.  See  infra,  par.  100.  11.  Crossland  v.  Pottsville  Borou^, 

6.  Keystone  Lumber  Go.  Kolman,  126  Pa.  St  511, 18  AtL  16, 12  A.  S.  B. 
94  Wis.  465,  69  N.  W.  165,  59  A.  S.  891. 

R.  905,  34  Ii.B.A  821  and  note  (bold-  12.  Prince  v.  Case,  10  Conn.  375, 27 

ing  a  licetiBee  nnder  an  unrevoked  Am.  Dec.  675  (holding  that  a  recovery 

license  to  cat  and  remove  timber  for  in  ejectment  by  a  purchaser  of  tba 

which  he  has  paid  fall  value  has  suffl-  lands  ia  notice  to  tiie  heirs  or  assi^na 

cicnt  title  in  the  timber  to  support  of  a  deceased  licensee  to  remove 

replevin  for  it  when  wrongfully  cut  structures). 

by  a  trespasser) .  13.  Orimshaw  v.  Belcher,  88  Cal.  217» 

7.  Dame  v.  Dame.  38  N.  H.  429,  75  26  Pac.  84,  22  A.  S.  B.  298:  Stevens 
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privilege.'*  But  an  owner  will  not  be  enjoined  from  resisting  an  un- 
warranted abuse  of  the  privilege  granted.'*  Conformably  to  the  well 
known  principle,  however,  equity  has  no  jurisdiction  of  a  suit  to  pre- 
vent wrongful  interference  with  one  who  has  been  granted  a  Uoense 
privilege,  if  the  remedy  at  law  for  damages  is  adequate.'*  It  is  obvious 
that  a  license,  if  valid  and  effectual,  constitutes  a  complete  defense  at 
law;  and  until  that  defense  has  been  established,  and  the  defendants 
continue  afterwards  to  harass  the  complainants  by  vexatious  suits, 
chancery  has  no  jurisdiction  in  the  mattw;*'  but  a  license  cannot 
justify  acts  unless  they  are  within  its  terms,  and  those  terms  will  not  be 
strained  beyond  a  fair  and  reasonable  interpretation.'*  And  it  iy 
of  course  apparent  that  a  license  issued  without  authority  is  held  to 
be  no  protection ;  and  licensors,  having  no  authority,  granting  licenses 
are  held  liable  in  damages.'* 

100.  Damages. — ^An  action  for  damages  will  he  against  an  owner 
for  destroying  structures  erected  on  his  land  by  a  licetisee  under  a 
parol  license,  given  for  a  consideration  paid,**  or  wh^  he  otiier- 
wise  acts  in  bad  faitii  in  order  to  injure  the  grantee; '  and  exemplary 
damages  may  be  awarded  for  wilfully  attempting  to  enjoy  a  parol 
license  .after  the  license  has  been  revoked.*  An  owner  may  not 
maintain  a  nuisance  on  his  lands  though  erected  by  a  licensee  thereon, 
where  such  nuisance  is  likely  to  cause  tiie  injury  of  anodier,  and 
if  he  does  so  maintain  it  be  is  liable  in  damages.*  Of  course  a  license 
and  agreement  under  which  land  is  taken  for  a  railroad,  with  agree- 
ment to  pay  its  value,  dispense  with  the  writ  of  ad  quod  damnum, 
allowed  by  statute,  even  if  this  remedy  would  otherwise  be  exclusive.* 
But  where  a  privilege  is  imder  a  license,  or  a  grant  of  easement,  the 
right  to  damages,  under  the  statute,  may  be  barred.* 

101.  Trespasses. — Trespass  will  not  lie  where  one  goes  on  the  land 
of  another  to  remove  btiildings  he  has  erected  there  or  other  movable 
property  under  a  parol  license        the  owner,*  nnlees  he  has  lost  the 

V.  Stevens,  11  H«te.  (Mass.)  251,  45  1.  Isherwood  v.  Sf^ene,  61  Ore.  572, 

Am.  Dec.  203.  123  Pac.  49,  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  542,  40 

14.  Flickinger  v.  Shaw,  87  CaL  126,  L.R.A.(N.S.)  299. 

25  Pae.  268, 22  A.  S.  B.  234, 11  L3.A.  2.  Hicks  v.  Swift  Creek  MiU  Co.. 

134.  133  Ala.  411,  31  So.  947,  91  A  S.  R. 

16.  Bingham  v.  Salene,  15  Ore.  208  38,  57  L.R.A.  720. 

14  Pac.  523,  3  A.  S.  R.  152.  3.  Rockport  v.  Roe^ort  Granite 

16.  Isherwood  v.  Salene,  61  Ore.  Co.,  177  Mass.  246,  58  N.  E.  1017,  51 
572,  123  Pae.  49,  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  L.R.A.  779. 

542,  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  299.  4.  Chicago,  etc..  Coal  R.  Co.  v.  Hall, 

17.  Woodward  v.  SeeJy,  11  HI.  157,  135  Ind.  91,  34  N.  E.  704,  23  L.R.A. 
50  Am.  Dec.  445.  231. 

18.  Wheeloek  v.  Noonan,  108  N.  Y.  5.  Hathom  v.  Stinson,  10  Me.  224, 
179, 15  N.  E.  67,  2  A.  S.  R.  405.  25  Am.  Dec.  228. 

19.  Note:  70  L.R,A.  900.  6.  Ricker  v.  KeUy,  1  Greenl.  (Me.) 

20.  Wilson  V.  Chalfant,  15  Ohio  248,  117,  10  Am.  Dec.  38  i  White  v.  Elwell, 
45  Am.  Dec.  574.  48  Me.  360,  77  Am.  Dec  231;  Long 
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right  of  removal.'  And  a  grantee  of  land  on  which  a  third  person 
has  been  given  a  parol  Uc^se  may  maintain  trespass  in  case  the 
Ucfflisee  attempts  to  act  under  the  license  after  the  grant.^  In  certain 
cases  of  license  under  contract^  one  who  persists  in  the  use  of  a 
privilege  after  the  license  has  been  revoked  becomes  a  trespasser, 
and  may  be  reeved  by  such  force  as  is  necessary  to  overcome  his 
se^tauce ;  and  for  such  removal  trespass  will  not  lie,  his  only  remedy 
being  an  action  for  the  breach  of  contract  *  A  mere  entry  and  occupa- 
tion of  the  land  cannot  justify  the  use  of  a  privilege.  On  the  con- 
trary, such  a  one  is  a  continuous  trespasser,  except  as  to  acts  done 
under  a  license.**  A  person  who  enters  another's  premises  under 
an  express  license,  if  it  was  not  fraudulently  obtained,  does  not  become 
a  trespasser  ab  initio  by  wrongful  acts  while  upon  the  premises, 
although  he  would  become  such  if  be  had  entered  by  authority  con- 
ferred by  law.**  But  a  person  cannot  be  guilty  of  trespass  by  illegal 
entry,  or  ab  initio,  if  his  wrong  is  committed  subsequent  to  a  rightful 
entry,  where  such  entry  was  by  permission  of  the  owner  or  an  occu- 
pant of  the  premises.**  Trespass  quare  domum  fregit  cannot  be  main- 
tained without  showing  an  unlawful  entry  into  the  house ;  **  and  if 
one  having  a  right,  by  license,  to  enter  on  another's  land,  for  a  lawful 
purpose,  exceed  his  lio«Qse  or  abuse  his  authority,  he  is  liable  for 
consequential  damages  arising  from  his  wrongful  act,  in  an  action 
of  tr^ass  quare  clausum  fregit.**  A  license  cannot  be  revoked  after 
it  has  been  executed  so  as  to  permit  acts  done  under  it  to  be  treated 
as  trespasses ;  *^  and  for  an  invasion  of  this  the  licensee's  right,  tres- 
pass will  lie  against  tte  owner  of  the  freehold.** 

V.  Buchanan,  27  Md.  502,  92  Am.  Dec.     11.  Bennett  v.  Mclntire,  121  Ind. 
653;  Dame  v.  Dame,  38  N.  H.  429,  231,  23  N.  E.  78,  6  L.R.A.  736. 
75  Am.  Dec.  195.  12.  Note:  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  443. 

Note;  10  Am.  Dee.  43.  13.  Harris  v.  GiUiugham,  6  N.  H. 

See  also  FiSQ  and  Fiskkribs,  vol.  0,  23  Am.  Dec.  701. 
11,  p.  1039,  as  to  when  an  action  for     14.  Kissecker  v.  Monn,  36  Pa.  St. 
trespass  for  taking  fish  will  fail.         313,  78  Am.  Dee.  379.   But  see  Jewel 

7.  Dame  v.  Dame,  38  N.  H.  429,  75  v.  Mahood,  44  N.  H.  474,  84  Am.  Dec 
Am.  Dec.  195.  90  and  note  (to  the  effect  that  trespass 

8.  Hicks  V.  Swift  Creek  Mill  Co.,  qnare  clansom  fr^t  will  not  lie 
133  Ala.  411,  31  So.  947,  91  A.  S.  R.  against  one  who,  having  a  right  by 


9.  Marrone  v.  Washington  Jockey  particular  purpose,  and  having  entered 
Club,  227  U.  S.  633,  33  S.  Ct.  401,  for  that  purpose,  after  entry  exceeds 
57U.  S.  (L.ed.)  679,  43IaRA.(N.S.)  his  authority,  and  commits  acts  for 
961  and  note;  Burton  v.  Scherpf,  1  which  he  was  not  anthorized  to  enter). 
Alien  (Mass.)  133,  79  Am.  Dec.  717  16.  Searvell  v.  Orand  Rapids,  etc., 
and  note;  Adams  v.  Freeman,  12  Johns.  R.  Co.,  103  Mich.  373,  61  N.  W.  534, 
(N.  Y.)  408, 7  Am.  Dec.  327;  Wbeelock  28  L.R.A.  519  and  note;  Fuhr  v.  Dean, 
V.  Noonan,  108  N.  T.  179,  15  N.  E.  26  Mo.  116,  69  Am.  Dec.  484.  Se« 
67,  2  A.  S.  R.  405.  supra,  par.  90,  as  to  executed  licenses 

10.  Kremer  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  B.  Co.,  generally. 
51  Minn.  16,  52  N.  W.  977,  38  A.  S.  R.  16.  Wilson  v.  Chalfant,  15  Ohio  248, 


38,  57  L.R.A.  720. 


deed  to  enter  certain  premises  for  a 


4tf8. 


45  Am.  Dee.  574. 
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102.  Pleadings  and  Evidence. — ^It  is  a  rule  in  many  jurisdictions^ 
as  it  was  at  common  law,  that  a  license  to  enter  on  and  occupy  land 
must  be  specially  pleaded,  or  it  cannot  be  given  in  evidence  without 
consent,  and  consent  will  not  be  presumed.*'  Where  the  licwisor 
sues  in  trespass,  the  licensee  may  in  all  cases,  before  revocation,  justify 
under  the  license;  but  the  license  must  be  specially  pleaded,  al^ougl^ 
the  practice  may  make  &e  license  admissible  under  the  general  issue 
in  mitigation  of  damages.**  However,  circumstances  may  arise  where 
justification  in  an  action  of  trespass  quare  clausum  may  be  good  even 
without  averment  of  license."  A  license  may  be  proved  by  parol, 
it  not  being  within  the  statute  of  frauds;  and  so  it  is  that  parol 
admissions  and  declarations  of  the  owners  of  the  land  are  competent 
evidence  of  a  license.*  But  of  course  a  license  on  the  lands  of  another, 
claimed  to  have  been  derived  from  such  other's  grantors,  cannot  be 
established  by  proving  a  parol  agreement,  so  as  to  affect  the  rights 
of  a  present  owner.'  The  burden  of  showing  the  existence  of  a  license 
is  on  him  who  claims  it;  •  and  to  the  Mid  of  establishing  a  license 
right  evidence  is  admissible  as  tending  to  prove  a  license  when 
it  proves  that  the  daimant  repeatedly  went  on  the  land,  and  did  acts 
there  with  the  knowledge  of  and  without  any  objection  from  the 
owner  of  the  land.*  But  the  mere  failing  to  object  to  the  acts  of 
another  is  only  evidence  of  a  license,  not  a  license  in  itself,*  and 
the  rules  are  stated  that  the  flowing  of  lands  for  more  than  twenty 
years  creates  no  presumption  of  a  grant  or  of  a  license,  unless  the 
person  whose  lands  are  overflowed  has  suffered  damage,'  and  liiat  the 
uninterrupted  flowing  of  the  lands  of  anoth^,  for  any  length  of  time, 
under  claim  of  right,  is  not  presumptive  evidence  of  a  license  to 
flow  without  paying  damages.'  It  has  been  h^d  Uiat  acquiescence 
of  a  former  owner  of  the  land  in  the  maintenance  of  structures  erected 
by  the  licensee,  if  continued  by  such  owner  and  his  grantera  for  a  sufli- 
dent  length  of  time,  will  afford  as  strong  a  presumption  of  right  as 
if  one  person  had  remained  owner  for  the  whole  period.* 

17.  Snowden  v.  Wflas,  19  Ind.  10,  (Pa.)  317,  28  Am.  Dec.  711. 

81  Am.  Dec.  370.  2.  Seidensparger  v.  Spear,  17  Me. 

18.  Note:  16  Am.  Dec.  504.  123,  35  Am,  Dec.  234  and  note. 

19.  Sterling  v.  Warden,  51  N.  H.  3.  Milton  v.  Puffer,  207  Mass.  416, 
217,  12  Am.  Rep.  80.  93  N.  E.  634,  32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1010. 

20.  Wickersham  v.  Orr,  91  la.  253,  4.  Knowles  v.  Dow,  22  N.  IL  387, 
74  Am.  Dec.  348;  Woodbury  v.  Parah-  55  Am.  Dec.  163. 

ley,  7  N.  II.  237,  26  Am.  Dec.  739;  6.  Johnson  v.  Lewis,  13  Conn.  303, 

Mumford  v.  Whitney,  15  Wend.  (N.  33  Am.  Dec.  405. 

Y.)  380,  30  Am.  Dec  60;  McKellip  6.  Hathome  v.  Stinaon,  12  Me.  183, 

v.  McDhenny,  4  Watts  (Pa.)  317,  28  28  Am.  Dec.  167. 

Am.  Dec.  711;  Le  Fevre  v.  Le  Fevre,  7.  Seidensparger  v.  Spear,  17  Me. 

4  Seig.  ft  R.  (Pa.)  241,  8  Am.  Dee.  123,  35  Am.  Dec.  234. 

696.  8.  MoKelUp  v.  MellheDny,  4  Watts 

1.  McKellip  V.  Mdlhenny,  4  Watts  (Pa.)  317,  28  Am.  Dee.  TIL 
R.  C.  L.  Vol.  XVn.— 38.  693 
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I.  Introductory 

1.  Scope  of  Article. — ^Expediency  demands  tfiat  tiiia  article  r^ard 
the  subject  of  liens  in  its  broadest  perspective  only,  that  it  be  viewed 

herein  merely  as  a  nucleus,  and  that  the  more  particular  matters 
pertaining  to  liens  be  left  for  specific  examination  under  the  various 
-heads  to  which  they  relate.  Accordingly,  this  article  is  confined  to 
the  general  subject  pf  charges  on  specific  property  or  its  proceeds 
as  security  for  the  payment  of  debts  or  the  performance  of  other  acta, 
whether  arising  from  contract  or  equity  between  the  parties,  or  im- 
posed by  a  rule  of  law  or  statute,  and  whether  dependent  on  or 
independent  of  possession.  The  matters  which  have  been  excluded 
as  embraced  in  other  parts  of  this  work  are  liens  peculiar,  to  particu- 
lar classes  of  personal  relations,  occupations  or  transactions;'  liens 
peculiar  to  particular  spedes  of  property ; '  liens  arising  by  con- 
tract; '  liens  acquired  by  judicial  proceedings;  *  and  tax  liens.*  Mat- 

1.  See  such  titles  as  AGBicutATJBB,  chaser. 

vol.  1,  p.  788;  Animals,  vol.  1,  p.  1080  2.  See  Loos  and  Tikbkr,  post,  par. 

et  seq.;  Aitobnbts.at  Law,  vol.  2,  p.  41  et  seq.;  Miohaxtzob'  Iarns;  Rail- 

150  et  seq.;  Autouobilis,  vol.  2,  p.  boads. 

1209;  Bailments,  vol.  3,  p.  120  et  3.  See  Chattbl  Mortoaobs,  vol.  5, 

seq.;  Banes,  vol.  3,  p.  583  et  seq.;  p.  383  et  seq.;  lfDiKn3AOB8;-PLiDGBS; 

Brokers,  vol.  4,  p.  339;  Carriers,  vol.  Sales;  etc. 

4,  p.  868,  963;  Corporations,  vol.  7,  4.  See  guoh  subjects  as  Axtaoh- 

p.  207  et  seq.;  Factors,  vol.  11,  p.  mbnt,  vol.  2,  p.  8^  et  seq.;  ExEOtr- 

773  et  seq.;  Innkebpebs,  vol.  14,  p.  tiohs,  vol.  10,  p.  1261  eC  seq.;  Judo* 

639  et  seq.;  Labor,  vol.  16,  p.  410;  mbnts,  voL  15,  p.  793  et  seq.;  I^ 

lama  Stablb  Kbbprrs,  post,  par.  3  Pendens,  post, 

et  seq.:  Salbs;  Vbndob  and  Pub-  6.  See  Taxatior. 
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ters  concerning  the  assignmeDt  of  liens  have  been  considered  elw* 
where.* 

2.  Befinitios  and  Classification  of  Liens  Generally. — A  lien,  in  its 
most  extensive  signification,  is  a  charge  upon  property  for  the  pay- 
ment or  discharge  of  a  debt  or  duty.'  It  is  a  qualified  right,"  a  pro- 
prietary interest,*  which,  in  a  given  case,  may  be  exercised  over  the 
property  of  another.**  It  is  a  right  which  die  law  gives  **  to  have 
a  debt  satisfied  out  of  a  particular  thing.^'  It  is  true  that  a  common 
law  lien — for  example,  liens  of  carriers,  innkeepers,  factors,  and 
artificers — ^is  a  mere  right  in  one  man  to  retain  that  which  is  in 
his  possession  belonging  to  another  until  certain  demands  of  the 
person  in  possession  are  satisfied,^  and  cannot  continue  without  pos- 
session," but  whatever  may  be  the  import  of  the  word,  when  Applied 
to  that  qlass  of  cases,  or  whatever  may  have  been  its  original  mean- 
ing, it  has  now  acquired  a  much  more  extended  signification,*'  fmd, 
in  common  parlance,  is  somewhat  indiscriminately  used  as  if  it 
embraced  every  species  of  special  ownershq)  which  one  may  have 
in  property  the  general  ownership  of  wliich  is  in  anoUier.**  It  is 
used  to  designate  all  the  various  charges  of  debts  upon  land  or  per- 
sonally which  are  created  by  statute,*'  or  reo^inised  in  cbancecy,** 
or  maritime  Iaw,>*  although  neither  connected  with  nor  dependent 
upon  possession.  Thus  we  have  the  lien  of  a  judgment,  the  lien 
of  an  execution,  the  lien  of  a  partner,  the  lien  of  a  legal  or  equitable 

6.  See  AssiOKiovTS,  vol.  2,  p.  634     12.  Andrews  v.  Doe,  6  How.  (Miss.) 


7.  Rowley  v.  Bigelow,  12  Pick.  13.  Peck  v.  Jenneea,  7  How.  612, 12 
(Uas8.)  307,  23  Am.  Dee.  607;  At-  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  841;  Roberts  t.  Jacks, 
water  t.  Manchester  Sav.  Bank,  46  31  Ark.  597,  25  Am.  Rep.  684;  Fishell 
Minn.  341,  48  N.  W.  187,  12  L.R.A.  v.  Morris,  57  Conn.  647,  18  AU.  717, 
741;  Rohrback  v.  Oermania  Fire  Ins.  6  L.B.A.  82;  Oakea  v.  Moore,  24  Me. 
Co.,  62  N.  Y.  47,  20  Am.  Rep.  451;  214,  41  Am.  Dec.  379;  MiUer  v.  Mar- 
Meanor  t.  Goldsmith,  216  Pa.  St  489,  fttno,  35  Me.  153,  56  Am.  Dee.  694; 
66  Ail.  1084,  10  UR.A.(N.S.)  342.     Fitcb  v.  Newberry,  1  Dong.  (Mich.)  1, 

Note:  6  I1.R.A.  82.  40  Am.  Dec.  .S3;  Aldine  Mfg.  Co. 

8.  Small  T.  Robinson.  60  Me.  425,  Philips,  118  Mich.  162,  76  N.  W.  371, 
31  Am.  Rep.  299;  Stewart  v.  Flowers,  '^4  A.  S.  E.  380,  43  L.R.A.  531 ;  Stow- 


654,  38  Am.*Dec.  450. 


9.  SmaU  v.  Robinson,  60  Me.  426, 
31  Am.  Rep.  299. 


44  MisB.  513,  7  Am.  Rep.  707;  Advance 
Thresher  Co.  v.  Beck,  21  N.  D.  55, 
128  N.  W.  315,  Ann.  Caa.  1913B  517. 


art  T.  Flowers,  44  Miss.  513,  7  Am. 
Rep.  707}  Jordan  v.  National  Shoe, 
etc..  Bank,  74  N.  Y.  467,  30  Am.  Rep. 
319. 


14.  See  infra,  par.  9,  16. 


10.  Stewart  v.  Flowers,  44  Miss.  513, 
7  Am.  Rep.  707;  Advance  Tbreaber 
Co.  V.  Beck,  21  N.  D.  56,  128  N.  W. 
315,  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  517. 


16.  Donald  v.  Hewitt,  33  Ala.  634, 
73  Am.  Deo.  431. 
16.  Cakes  v.  Moore,  24  Me.  214,  41 

Am.  Dec.  379. 


11.  Andrews  v.  Doe,  6  How.  (Miss.) 
663,  38  Am.  Dee.  450. 


10.  See  ADXnunrr,  voL  1,  p.  486 
et  seq. 


17.  See  infra,  par.  7. 

18.  See  infra,  par.  18, 14. 


Note:  16  Eng.  Rnl.  Caa.  93. 
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mortgage,  the  lien  of  a  vendor,  and  various  other  charges  which  are 
denominated  Umu;**  and  in  courtB  of  equity,  the  term  "lien"  is 
used  to  demote  a  charge  or  incumbrance  on  a  thing  where  there  is 
neither  jus  in  re  nor  jus  ad  rem,  nor  possession  of  the  thing.^  With 
reference  to  the  sources  from  which  they  are  derived,  liens  may  be 
broadly  cLaasified  as  common  law,*  equitfd)le,*  and  8tatutory> 

XL  ExzsTBNCB,  Incidents  and  Ofkeation 

In  OeMral 

3.  Creation. — ^No  rule  is  better  settled  than  that  liens  can  only  be 
created  by  agreement,  or  by  some  fixed  rule  of  law;  ^  and  in  either 
case  the  effect  is  the  same.'  It  is  not  one  of  the  functions  of  courts 
to  create  them.'  They  existed  at  common  law,  and  they  usually 
arise  by  statute  or  by  contract,  or  by  the  usages  of  trade  or  commerce.^ 
A  lien  can  generally  be  created  only  by  the  ownw,  or  by  some  person 
by  him  authorized.*  Hence,  one  having  possession  of  an  animal 
under  an  agreement  to  purchase  by  which  the  vendor  retains  title 
until  such  payment  is  made  cannot,  as  against  the  vendor,  create 
a  lien  for  its  board  and  care.^^  Nor  can  the  bailee  of  personal  prop- 
erty impose  a  lien  for  repairs  on  the  propwty  bailed,  as  against 
the  owner,  without'  his  knowledge  and  consent.^*  Likewise,  a  common 
carrier  has  no  lien  for  freight  on  goods  received  from  a  wrongdoer 
without  the  owner's  consent,  express  or  implied,  as  against  such  owner, 
although  tii^y  were  innocently  recaved.^*   Furthermore,  as  a  gen- 

80.  Donald  v.  Hewitt,  88  Ala.  684^  Min.  Co.  v.  Winched  8  Idaho  729,  59 

73  Am.  Deo.  43L  Pac  533,  96  A  S.  R.  290  and  note; 

1.  Peek  V.  Jenness,  7  How.  612|,  12  Small  t.  Robinson,  69  Me.  425,  31  Am. 
U.  S.  (li.  ed.)  841;  Donald  t.  Hewitt,  Rep.  299;  Robinson  v.  Baker,  6  Cosh. 
33  Ala.  534,  73  Am.  Dee.  431;  Roberts  (Maaa.)  137,  51  Am.  Dee.  64;  Fiteh 
V.  Jacks,  31  Ark.  697,  26  Am.  R«p.  v.  Newberry,  1  Dong.  (Mich.)  1,  40 
684.  See  ixdra,  par.  12.  Am.  Dec.  33;  Drummond  Cairiage  Co. 

2.  See  infra,  par.  8  et  seq.  t.  Mills,  64  Neb.  417,  74  N.  W.  966, 

3.  See  infra,  par.  12  et  seq.  69  A  S.  B.  719,  40  L.R.A.  761;  Sar- 

4.  See  infra,  par.  7.  gent  v.  Usher,  65  N.  H.  287,  20  Am. 

5.  Frost  T.  Atwood,  73  Mieh.  67,  41  Rep.  208;  In  re  Lestie,  23  Ch.  D.  552, 
K.  W.  96, 16  A.  S.  R.  560;  Andrews  t.  52  L.  J.  Ch.  762,  48  L.  T.  N.  S.  664, 
Doe,  6  How.  (Miss.)  554,  38  Am.  Dec.  31  W.  R.  561,  16  Eng.  RnL  Cat.  97 
450;  Jordan  v.  National  Shoe,  etc.,  and  note. 

Bank,  74  N.  Y.  567,  30  Am.  Rep.  319.  10.  Lowe  v.  Woods,  100  Cal.  408, 

6.  Andrews  t.  Doe,  6  How.  (Miss.)  34  Pac.  959,  38  A  S.  R.  301.  And 
554,  38  Am.  Dec,  450.  see  Sales. 

7.  Froet  t.  Atwood,  73  Mich.  67,  41  11.  Small  v.  Robinson,  69  Me.  425, 
N.  W.  96,  16  A.  S.  R.  560.  31  Am.  Rep.  299.  And  see  Bailhxhts, 

8.  Bank  of  Washington  v.  Noek,  9  vol.  3,  p.  133. 

Wall.  373,  10  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  717.  And  12.  Robinson  t.  Baker,  5  Cnsh. 

see  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  93  note.  (Mass.)  137,  51  Am.  Dec.  54;  Gilson 

9.  Lowe  T.  Woods,  100  Cal.  408,  34  v.  Gwinn,  107  Mass.  126,  9  Am.  Rep. 
Pae.  959,  38  A  8.  B.  301;  Idaho  Gold  13;   Fitoh   v.   Newberry,   1  Dong. 
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eral  rule,  no  lien  is  creat^  as  against  an  owner  of  property  in  req>ect 
of  expenditure  upon  or  liabilitiea  incurred  in  reepect  of  that  prop- 
erty by  cither  a  stranger  or  a  part  owner  of  the  property."  Pay- 
ments by  trustees  or  others  may,  however,  be  allowed  in  account  on 
the  ground  of  salvage,  as  it  would  be  unjust  that  the  owner  should 
avail  himself  of  the  benefit  of  the  payments  without  repaying  the 
amount  paid  to  preserve  the  property,  with  interest.**  The  property 
in  respect  of  which  a  possessory  lien  is  claimed  must  belong  to  the 
person  against  whom  it  is  claimed  in  the  same  character  in  which 
the  debt  is  owing;  the  lien  will  not  be  allowed  if  it  affects  the 
rights  of  third  parties.*' 

4.  Property  to  Which  Lien  Attaches. — Formerly,  liens  attached 
exclusively  to  personal  property,*'  but  now,  under  equitable  prin- 
ciples,*^ and  under  statutory  provisions,  they  may  be  acquired  on 
nearly  every  form  of  property,  real  and  personal.  A  lien  may  be 
created  so  as  to  extend  to  after  acquired  property.  Thus,  it  is  well 
settled  that  an  agreement  to  give  security  on  property  not  yet  in 
existence  or  in  the  ownership  of  the  party  making  the  contract,  or 
property  to  be  acquired  by  him  in  the  future,  constitutes  an  equi- 
table lien  on  the  property  so  existing,  or  acquired  at  a  subsequent 
time,  which  is  enforceable  in  the  same  manner  and  against  the  same 
persons  as  tiie  lien  on  a  specified  thing  existing  and  owned  by  tiie 
contracting  parties  at  the  time  of  the  contract*^  However,  if  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  parties  creating  it  that  it  shall  extend  to  after 
acquired  property,  such  intention  must  be  clearly  expressed.  Thus, 
a  lien  on  subsequently  acquired  chattels  will  not  be  specifically 
enforced  where  no  chattels  are  specifically  described,  the  only  descrip- 
tion being  that  contained  in  the  general  word  "property."  *•  Like- 
wise, a  lien  upon  property  does  not  attach  to  the  rents  derived  from 
the  property,  unless  specifically  included.'**  Similarly,  a  lien  cred- 
itor has  no  right  to  cltum  the  benefit  of  an  insurance  policy  under- 
written for  the  owner  of  the  property,  unless  there  is  an  express 
agreement  permitting  it*    Thus,  preferred  stockholders  holding  a 

(Mich.)  1.  40  Am.  Dee.  33.  See  Cu-  18.  Butt  v.  EUett,  19  Wall.  544,  22 

RiEBS,  voU  4,  p.  870.  U.  S.  (L.  ed. )  1S3 ;  Apperson  v.  Moore, 

13.  In  fe  LesUe,  23  Ch.  D.  552,  52  30  Ark.  56,  21  Am.  Rep.  170;  Burrill 
L.  J.  Ch.  762,  48  U  T.  N.  S.  664,  v.  Whitcomb,  100  Me.  286,  61  AU.  1B78, 
31  W.  R.  561,  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  97  109  A.  8.  R.  498.  1  L.B.A.(N.S.)  451; 
and  note.  Reynolds  v.  Ellis,  103  N.  T.  115,  8 

14.  Note:  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  IIL  N.  £.  392,  57  Am.  Rep.  701. 

15.  Wright  V.  Snell,  5  B.  ft  Aid.  350,  Note:  4  L.R.A.  248. 

7  £.  C.  L.  127,  24  Rev.  Rep.  413,  16     And  see  infra,  par.  13,  14. 

Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  131  and  note.  19.  Borden  v.  Croak,  130  111.  68,  22 

16.  Roberts  v.  Jacks,  31  Ark.  697,  N.  E.  793,  19  A.  S.  R.  23. 

26  Am.  Rep.  584.  20.  Heller  v.  National  Marine  Bank, 

Note:  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  94.  89  Md.  602,  43  Atl.  800,  73  A.  8.  R. 

17.  See  infra,  par.  13,  14.  212,  45  I/.R.A.  438. 
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statutory  lien  on  the  property  of  the  oorporation,  upon  th«  destruc- 
tion of  such  property  by  fire,  have  no  lien  upon  the  funds  realized 
under  policies  of  insurance.^  A  lien  cannot  be  created  upon  a  mere 
right  of  action  for  personal  tort*  And  a  lien  given  by  statute  to 
preferred  stockholders  in  a  manufacturing  corporation  upon  the 
proper^  of  the  corporation  does  not  attach  to  articles  manufactured 
for  sale.*  A  lien  upon  property,  wrongfully  converted  by  one  with 
notice,  attaches  to  the  proceeds.* 

5.  Policy  of  the  Law  as  to  Liens. — ^Liens,  whether  by  contract  of 
the  parties  or  by  operation  of  law,  are  of  too  sacred  a  character  to 
be  divested  or  even  impaired  by  vague  and  uncertain  implication. 
'Both  policy  and  morality  require  t^at  they  should  be  sustained 
whenever  it  may  be  done  without  a  violation  of  positive  law.'  How- 
ever, the  lien  which  the  law  favors  is  the  specific  or  particular  lien,* 
and  general  liens  are  not  favored,*  but  are  discountenanced  as  incroach- 
ments  on  the  common  law,*  and  are  to  be  strictly  construed.*  They 
can  be  claimed  only  as  arising  from  dealings  in  particular  trades 
or  businesses  in  which  the  existence  of  a  general  lien  has  been  recog- 
nized by  judicial  decisions,  or  where  a  custom  to  that  effect  can  be 
established  by  evidence.^*  Furthermore,  the  policy  of  the  law  is 
against  upholding  secret  liens  and  charges  to  the  injury  of  innocent 
purchasers  and  incumbrancers  for  value.^^  And  it  has  been  said 
by  some  courts  that  the  law  will  tolerate  no  lien,  in  general,  which 
will  prevent  litigants  from  compromising  or  settling  their  contro- 
versies, or  which  tends  to  encourage,  promote,  or  extend  litigation." 

6.  General  and  Specific  Liens.: — A  lien  may  be  specific  or  general.  '* 
A  e|>ecific  lien  is  a  charge  upon  a  particular  piece  of  property,  by 
which  it  is  held  for  the  payment  or  dischat^e  of  a  particular  debt 
or  duty,  in  priority  to  the  general  debu  or  duties  of  the  owner.** 
Thus,  where  a  chattel  is  delivered  to  a  person  for  the  purpose  of 
altering  or  improving  or  otherwise  working  on  it,  that  person 

1.  HeUer  v.  National  Marine  Bank,  De  G.  P.  &  3.  434,  30  L.  J.  Ch,  39, 
89  Md.  602,  43  Ail.  800,  73  A.  S.  R.  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  113  and  note. 
212,  45  L.R.A.  438.  8.  Steinman  v.  Wilkins,  7  Watts  & 

2.  Boogren  v.  St.  Paul  City  B.  Co.,  8.  (Pa.)  466,  42  Am.  Dec  254. 
97  Minn.  51,  106  N.  W.  104,  114  A      9.  Note:  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  125. 

S.  R.  691,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  379.  10.  Bock  v.  Gorrissen,  2  De  G.  F. 

3.  Heller  v.  National  Marine  Bank,  &  J.  434,  30  L.  J.  Cb.  39,  16  Eng. 
89  Md.  602,  43  Atl.  800,  73  A.  S.  R.  Rul.  Cas.  113  and  note.  And  see 
212,  45  L.R.A.  438.    And  see  gener-  infra,  par.  6. 

ally,  CoBPOBATioNS,  vol.  7,  p.  202.  11.  Palmer  v.  Howard.  72  Cal.  293, 

4.  See  infra,  par.  24.  13  Pac.  858,  1  A.  S.  R.  60. 
6.  Kimball  v.  Jenkins,  U  Fla.  Ill,  12.  Weakly  v.  Hall,  13  Ohio  167, 


6.  Lord  V.  Jones,  24  Me.  439,  41  at  Law,  vol.  2,  pp.  1000,  1080. 
Am.  Dec.  391.    And  see  infra,  par.  6.  13.  Note:  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  124. 

7.  Lord  V.  Jones,  24  Me.  439,  41  14.  Robrboch  v.  Gennania  Fire  Ins, 
Am.  Dec.  391;  Bock  v.  Gorrissen.  2  Co.,  62  N.  Y.  47,  20  Am.  Rep.  451. 


89  Am.  Dec.  237. 


42  Am.  Dec.  194.   And  see  Attorneys 
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has  a  specific  lien  on  (bat  article  for  his  remuneration  for  the  labor 
and  expense  done  and  incurred  in  respect  of  that  article,  whether 
such  remuneration  is  fixed  by  contract  or  not  Likewise,  an  ordw 
for  pnyment  out  of  a  particular  fund  gives  the  party  a  specific  lien 
thereon.'*  A  general  lien  is  the  right  to  retain  particular  chattels 
as  a  security  not  merely  for  the  sum  due  in  respect  of  those  chattels, 
but  for  the  entire  amount  owing  on  a  genertU  balance  of  account 
in  respect  of  business  done,''  but  not  in  respect  of  loans  or  other 
transactions  out  of  the  regular  course  of  trade."  A  general  lien, 
other  than  a  so-called  lien  arising  out  of  contract,  is  not  viewed  with 
favor  by  the  courts,  and  can  only  be  established  by  positive  custom,'^ 
but  a  lien  by  general  usage  once  judicially  ascertained  and  established 
becomes  part  of  the  law  merchant  which  courts  of  justice  are  bound 
to  know  and  recognize.**  Liens  created  by  statute  are  ordinarily 
governed  by,  and  find  their  efficacy  within,  the  provisions  of  their 
foundation,  and  their  validly  is  entaiely  dependent  on  the  terms  of 
the  statute.*^ 

7.  Statutory  Liens. — ^They  are  affected  but  slightly  by  the  general 
principles  tmd  considerations  applicable  to  the  common  law  lien,  and 
have  accordingly  been  made  the  subject  of  specific  treatment  else- 
where in  this  work.'  As  an  illustration  of  the  inapplicability .  of 
the  principles  of  the  common  law  to  liens  created  by  the  legislature, 
it  may  be  noted  that  statutory  liens  often  exist  although  the  creditor 
has  not  the  possession  of  the  property  sought  to  be  subjected  to  a 
lien.'  Of  course,  however,  where  a  lien  is  provided  for  by  a  statute 
which  is  merely  declaratory  of  the  common  law,  it  must  be  inter- 
preted in  conformity  with  its  principles.*  Statutory  liens  cannot  be 
extended  by  the  courts  to  cases  not  provided  for  by  the  statute,^ 
and  they  have  only  such  dturation  as  the  statute  gives.  Thus,  under 
a  statute  creating  a  lien  on  all  colts  until  ihe  foal  is  six  months 
old,  to  secure  the  service  fee  for  the  stallion,  a  colt  foaled  on  the 
12th  of  July  becomes  six  months  old  at  the  beginning  of  the  11th 
of  the  subsequent  January,  and  the  statutory  lien  upon  the  colt  expires 
at  that  time.'  A  lien  given  by  statute  for  the  payment  of  a  debt 
is  but  a  part  of  the  remedy  a£Forded  by  law  for  its  collection,  and 

15.  Note:  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  124.     U.  8.  (L.  ecL)  173;  Aldine  Mfg.  Co. 

16.  Steinman  v.  Wilkins,  7  Watts  A  v.  Phillips,  118  Mich.  162,  76  N.  W. 
S.  (Pa.)  466,  42  Am.  Dee.  254.         371,  74  A.  S.  R.  380,  42  L.B.A 

Note:  16  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  124.  631. 

17.  Note:  16  Eng.  Ral.  Cas.  124.  S.  See  infra,  par.  10. 

18.  See  supra,  par.  6.  4.  Buehan  v.  Siuiner,  2  Barb.  Ch. 

19.  Note:  16  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  125.  (N.  T.)  166,  47  Am.  Dec.  305. 

80.  Gile  T.  Atkins,  93  Me.  223,  44  6.  aUe  v.  Atkins,  193  Me.  223,  44 
Atl.  806,  74  A.  S.  R.  341.  Ati.  896,  74  A.  8.  B.  341. 

I'.  See  supra,  par.  L 
2.  BeaU  v.  Whits,  94  U.  S.  382,  24 
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IB  subject  to  legislative  control,*  and  may  be  c&anged|^  or  taken  away 
completely,"  without  in  any  wiM  interfering  with  or  impairing  the 
oUigation  of  contracts. 

Common  Law  Idena 

8.  Generally. — A  common  law  lien  is  the  right  of  a  person  to 
retain  that  which  is  in  his  possession  belonging  to  anotlier  until 
certain  demands  against  such  other  person  are  satisfied.*  It  is, 
however,  quite  impossible  to  find  uniform  rules  by  which  it  may 
always  be  determined  whm  such  a  lien  results.  Derived  from  the 
civil  law,  and  founded  on  considerations  of  equity  and  justice,  the 
rules  by  which  they  are  governed  vary  with  the  grounds  on  which 
such  rights  are  given.^*  Particular  liens  have  always  been  admitted, 
by  the  common  law,  in  favor  of  those  p^sons,  such  as  innke^ers, 
farriers,  common  carriers  and  warehousemen,  who  are  bound  by  law 
to  serve  the  public  in  their  trades  and  occupations.  And  the  privi- 
lege of  a  particular  lien — ^the  privily  to  detain  and  hold  the  posses- 
sion of  some  particul^  property  of  anotliw  as  security  for  some  debt 
or  obligation — has  been  extended  to  other  persons,  in  a  variety  of 
cases,  where  such  persons  by  their  labor  and  sJciU  have  imparted  an 
additional  value  to  the  goods.  This  includes  artisans,  tradesmen, 
mechanics  and  laborers  who  receive  property  (although  not  obliged 
to  receive  it)  for  the  purpose  of  mending,  repairing  and  improving 
its  condition  for  hire,  and  they  have,  by  the  common  law,  a  lien 
on  such  property  until  the  reasonable  dharges  for  their  labor  and 
expenses  thereon  are  paid.^^ 

9.  Possession  as  Basis  of  Lien.— It  is  indispensable  to  the  existence 
of  a  common  law  lien  that  the  party  who  claims  it  should  have 
an  independent  and  exclusive  p(^session  of  tiie  property,^*  the  right 

8.  Bangor  t.  Goding,  35  Me.  73,  56  And  see  snpra,  |jsr.  1. 

Am.  Dec.  688  and  note.  12.  Peck  v.  Jenness,  7  How.  612,  12 

7.  Bangor  v.  Goding,  35  Me.  73,  56  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  841;  Donald  v.  Hewitt, 
Am.  Dec.  688.  33  Ala.  534,  73  Am.  Dec  431;  Roberts 

8.  Wilson  T.  Simon,  91  Md.  1,  46  t.  Jaeks,  31  Ark.  597,  25  Am.  B«p.  584; 
Atl.  1022,  80  A.  S.  R.  427.  Fishell  v.  Morris,  57  Conn.  547, 18  Atl. 

9.  See  supra,  par.  2.  717,  6  L.R.A.  82  and  note;  Oakes  t. 

10.  White  V.  Smith,  44  K.  J.  L.  105,  Moore,  24  Me.  214,  41  Am.  Dec.  379; 
43  Am.  Rep.  347.  Miller  v.  Marston,  35  Me.  153,  56  Am. 

11.  Lord  V.  Jones,  24  Me.  439,  41  Dec.  694  and  note;  Woodland  Co.  v. 
Am.  Dec.  391;  Lewis  v.  Gray,  109  Me.  Mendenhall,  83  Minn.  483,  85  N.  W. 

,    128,  83  Atl.  1,  Ann.  Cas.  1913D  1298,  164,  83  A.  S.  R.  445  and  noU;  Stewart 

S9  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1164;  Farrington  v.  v.  Flowers,  44  Miss.  513,  7  Am.  Rep. 

Meek,  30  Mo.  578,  77  Am.  Dec.  627  ;  707;  Jenkins  t.  Eichelberger,  4  Watts 

White  V.  Smith,  44  N.  J.  L.  106,  43  (Pa.)  121,  28  Am.  Dec.  691  and  note; 

Am.  Rep.  347;  Mathias  v.  Sellers,  86  Mclntyre  v.  Carver,  2  Watts  ft  S.  (Pa.) 

Pa.  St  486,  27  Am.  Rep.  723.  392,  37  Am.  Dee.  519  and  note;  Fitz- 

Note:  16  Eng.  Rnl.  Gas.  94.  gerald  t.  Elliott,  162  Fa.  Si  m  29 
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to  the  lien  being  based  direcUy  upon  the  idea  of  possession.^'  And 
although  there  is  authority  for  the  view  that  the  possession  may 
be  either  actual  or  constructive,'*  it  has  been  said  that  the 
can  exist  only  when  the  creditor  has  the  actual  possession  of  the 
goods  on  which  the  lien  is  claimed,**  and  the  debt  was  incurred 
with  respect  to  those  identical  goods."  One  claiming  such  a  lien 
must  show  that  his  possession  of  the  thing  claimed  is  just;''  and 
no  person  can  acquire  a  lien,  founded  on  his  own  illegal  or  fraudu- 
lent act,  or  breach  of  duty.**  The  right  of  a  creditor  to  retain 
possession  of  goods  on  which  he  has  a  lien  for  a  debt  continues 
though  the  debt  is  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations." 

lb.  Right  of  Servaot  to  Lien  on  Master's  Property  as  Security 
for  Wages. — -In  the  absence  of  statute  or  special  contract  securing  a 
lien,  a  servant  has  no  lien  upon  the  property  of  his  master  as  secur- 
ity for  his  wages.  The  common  law  lien  to  which  personal  property 
is  subjected  in  favor  of  an  artisan  or  tradesman  who  has  expended 
work  upon  it  ia  not  available  to  an  ordinary  servant  in  respect  to 
his  master's  property,  as  a  means  of  securing  the  payment  of  bis 
wages.**  The  reason  for  the  rule  is  that  an  exclusive  right  to  the 
pop-session  of  the  property,  independent  and  distinct  from  that  of 
the  owner  of  the  property,  is  the  basis  of  the  common  law  lien,  and 
it  cannot  exist  in  favor  of  an  ordinary  servant,  since  the  servant's 
possession  of  his  master's  property  is  deemed  that  of  his  master.  He 
who  claims  the  benefit  of  the  common  law  lien,  therefore,  must  be 
a  bailee  under  a  contract  of  bailment.*  General  statutes  exist  in 
numerous  states  which  create  rights  in  the  nature  of  common  law 
liens,  in  that  they  authorize  those  who  expend  labor  upon  property 
to  retain  it  as  security,  and  deem  the  right  lost  when  possession  is 
parted  with.  Statutes  of  this  character  are  said  to  be  only  declaratory 
»f  the  common  law,  and  must  be  interpreted  in  conformity  with  its 
ttrinciples.  Accordingly,  under  such  statutes,  it  is  generally  held 
that  where  the  wlation  of  the  parties  is  shown  to  be  that  of  master 

Atl.  346,  42  A.  S.  R.  812  and  note;     16.  Fishell  v.  Morris,  57  Conn.  547, 

Wriffht  V.  Sherman,  3  S.  D.  290,  52  18  Atl.  717,  6  L.R,A.  82. 

X.  W.  1093,  17  L.R.A.  792;  Arians  v.      17.  Randel  v.  Brown,  2  How.  406, 

Brickley,  65  Wis.  26,  26  N.  W.  188,  11  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  318. 

56  Am.  Rep.  611.  18.  Randel  t.  Brown,  2  How.  406, 

Note:  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  94,  143.  11  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  318. 

And  see  infra,  par.  18.  Note:  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  94. 

13.  Roberta  v.  Jacks,  31  Ark.  697,     19.  Note:  16  Eng.  Rul.  CaS.  94. 
25  Am.  Rep.  584.  20.  Fitzgerald  v.  Elliott,  162  Pa. 

Note:  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  143.  St.  118,  29  Atl.  346,  42  A.  S.  R.  812. 

14.  Miller  v,  Marston,  35  Me.  153,  And  see  Mclntyre  v.  Carver,  2  Watts 
56  Am.  Dec.  694  and  note;  Stewart  v.  &  S.  (Pa.)  392,  37  Am.  Dec.  519. 
Flowers,  44  Miss.  513,  7  Am.  Rep.  707.  Note:  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  731. 

15.  Fishell  t.  Morris,  57  Conn.  547,  1.  Note:  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  732.  And 
18  Atl.  717,  6  L.R.A.  82;  Sweet  t.  see  generallj,  Bailments,  toL  3,  p, 
Pym,  1  Bast  4^  5  Rer.  Bep.  497.  120  et  seq. 
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and  servant,  the  latter  is  denied  the  right  to  claim  its  benefits,  upon 
the  ground  that  he  does  not  have  such  possession  of  the  property* 
as  is  contemplated  by  the  statutue.*  And  the  same  rule  of  construc- 
tion haa  been  applied  to  statutes  giving  a  lien  to  persons  who  herd 
and  care  for  animals,  it  being  held  that  where  the  relation  of  the 
parties  is  established  to  be  that  of  master  and  servant,  no  right  to 
a  lien  for  amount  due  for  services  is  afforded  by  the  statute.' 

11,  Private  Storage  of  Goods  as  Entitling  to  Lien. — A  person,  not 
an  innkeeper  or  warehouseman,  nor  in  the  business  of  storing  goods, 
who  permits  the  property  of  another  to  remain  on  his  premises  under 
an  agreement  that  storage  is  to  be  paid,  but  without  any  agreement 
for  a  lien,  and  in  the  absence  of  a  stetute  authorizing  it,  has  no 
lien  for  the  storage  at  common  law.*  The  common  law  lien  given 
to  warehousemen*  does  not  extend  to  cases  of  private  storage.*  Thus, 
the  owner  of  a  farm  who  permits  hay  to  be  stored  on  it  under  an 
agreement  for  the  payment  of  storage  charges  has  not,  unless  the 
contract  provides  therefor,  any  lien  upon  the  property  to  secure 
payment  of  the  charges.'  So  a  private  person  who  is  under  no  legal 
obligations  to  receive  and  keep  goods  cannot  claim  a  lien  for  storage 
upon  properQr  whose  temporary  custody  he  accepts.  Similarly,  in 
the  absence  of  an  agreement,  the  common  law  does  not  give  a  lien 
to  a  landlord  for  storage  charges  on  property  left  on  his  premises 
by  an  outgoing  tenant;  and  this,  although  he  is  entitled  to  compen- 
sation for  the  storage.*  A  fortiori,  a  landlord  cannot  claim  a  lien 
upon  the  property,  as  against  the.  tenant's  mortgs^ee  *  But  it  seems 
that  leaving  the  goods  on  the  landlord's  premises  after  he  has  given 
notice  that  he  will  claim  a  lien  if  they  are  not  removed  constitute.^ 
an  assent  to  the  lien  which  will  render  it  enforceable  under  ^e 
statute  in  relation  to  warehousemen.'^ 

Equitable  Lieut 

12.  Distinguished  from  Common  Law  Liens. — The  great  difference 
between  the  equitable  and  common  law  lien  is  that  the  former  is 

not  conditioned  upon  the  possession  of  the  thing  sought  to  be  charged,** 
while  in  the  latter  this  is  absolutely  ^sential.*'   An  equitable  lien 

2.  Kote:  42  L.R-.A.(N.S.)  732.         LJl.A.(N.S.)  1164. 

5.  Mendilie  v.  Snell,  22  Idaho  663.     8.  Notes:  39  L.aA.(N.S.)  U65 
127  Pae.  560,  42  L.B.A.(N.S.)  731  4ina.  Gas.  1013D  1300. 

and  note.  9.  Notes:  39  L.R.A(N.SO  1165. 

4.  Lewis  T.  Gray,  109  Me.  128,  83     10.  Notes:  39  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1165 
Atl.  1.  Ann.  Gas.  1913D  1298  and  note,  Ann.  Gas.  1913D  130L 
39  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1164  and  note.  11.  Gregory  v.  Morris,  96  U.  8.  619 

6.  See  generally,  Wabehousbs.        24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  740;  Hauselt  v.  Har 

6.  Notes:  39  LJtA.(N.S.)  1165;  rison,  105  U.  S.  401,  26  U.  S.  (L. 
Ann.  Cos.  1913D  1300.  ed.)  1075. 

7.  Lewis  T.  Gray,  109  Me.  128,  83     Note:  4  L.B.A.  247. 
Ati.  1,  Ann.  Cos.  19130  1298,  39     12.  See  sapra,  par.  9. 
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is  not  an  estate  or  property  in  the  thing  itself  ^  nor  a  right  to  recover 
the  thing;  that  is,  a  right  which  may  be  the  basis  of  a  possessory 
action.  It  is  neither  a  jus  ad  rem  nor  a  jus  in  re.** 

13.  Creation  under  Express  Contract— A  party  may,  by  manifest 
intent  and  agreement,  create  a  security,  charge  or  claim  in  the  nature 
of  a  lien  on  real  as  well  as  on  personal  property  whereof  he  is  the 
owner  or  in  possession,  which  a  court  of  equity  will  enforce  against 
him,  and  volunteers  or  claimants  under  him  with  notice  of  the  agree- 
ment'* To  dedicate  property  to  a  particular  purpose,  to  provide 
tJiat  a  specified  creditor  and  that  creditor  alone  shall  be  authorized 
to  seek  payment  of  his  debt  from  the  property  or  its  value,  is  unmis- 
takably to  create  an  equitable  lien.^*  ThuSi  an  agreement  by  which 
the  maker  incurs  an  obligation,  and  pledges  the  produce  of  certain 
land,  or  the  land  itself,  or  places  a  charge  on  land  aa  security  for 
the  performance  creates  an  equitable  lien.**  So  an  equitable  lien 
on  bonds  to  secure  a  claim  against  a  third  person  is  created  by  a 
letter  from  the  owner  of  the  bonds  to  a  creditor,  stating  that  he  has 
loaned  the  bonds  to  the  debtor,  with  the  understanding  that  any 
indebtedness  that  may  be  owing  to  such  creditor  at  any  time  shall 
be  paid  before  the  return  of  the  bonds  or  the  value  thereof  to  the 
owner,  and  that  they  or  their  value  are  at  the  risk  of  the  debtor's 
business  so  far  as  any  claim  the  creditor  may  have  against  such 
debtor  is  concerned.*'  In  fact  if  a  transaction  resolve  itself  into  a 
security,  whatever  may  be  ite  form,  and  whatever  name  the  parties 
may  choose  to  give  it,  it  is  in  equity  a  lien.**  Likewise,  a  lien 
may  be  created  by  an  equitable  assignment  of  a  contract,  debt  or 
fund.**  It  is  well  setUed  that  an  agreement  to  charge,  or  to  assign, 
or  to  give  security  upon,  or  to  affect  property  not  yet  in  the  owner- 
ship of  the  party  making  the  contract,  constitutes  an  equitable  lien 
which  is  enforced  in  the  same  manner  and  against  the  same  parties 

18.  Note:  4  LJtA.  247.   And  see  And  bm  Egtmr,  vol.  10,  p.  360; 

supra,  par.  2.  Vendor  and  Pdbchiseb. 

14.  Ketchum  v.  St.  Louis,  101  IT.  8.  15.  Walker  v.  Brown,  165  U.  6.  664, 

306,  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  999;  Hauselt  17  S.  Ct  453,  41  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  865. 

V.  Harrison,  105  TJ.  S.  401,  26  V.  S.  16.  Note:  42  L.RA.  247. 

(L.  ed.)  1075;  Walker  v.  Brown,  165  17.  Walker  v.  Brown,  165  U.  8.  664, 

TJ.  S.  664,  17  S.  Ct.  453,  41  U.  8.  17  S.  Ct  453,  41  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

(L.  ed.)  865;  Fourth  Street  Nat  Bank  865. 

V.  Yardley,  165  U.  S.  634,  17  S.  Ct  18.  Note:  4  L.B.A.  247. 

439,  41  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  855;  Farmers  19.  Wright  v.  Ellison,  1  Wall  16, 

Loan,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Peun  Hate  OlasB  17  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  655;  Fourth  Street 

Co.,  103  Fed.  132,  43  C.  C.  A.  114,  66  Nat  Bank  t.  Yaidley,  165  U.  S.  634, 

L.B.A.  710;  Apperson  v.  Moore,  30  17  S.  Ct  439,  41  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  865. 

Ark.  56,  21  Am.  Rep.  170;  BeOl  v.  Note:  4  LJLA.  2ffi. 
Pelt,  51  Ark.  433,  11  S.  W.  684,  14 
A.  8.  B.  57,  4  L.B.A.  247  and  note. 

Note:  74  A  8.  R.  387. 
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as  a  lien  upon  specific  things  existing  and  owned  by  the  contracting 
party  at  the  date  of  the  contract.'* 

14.  Lien  Arising  by  Implication;  Advancement  of  Funds. — Even  in 
the  absence  of  an  e:q>reas  contract,'  a  lien,  based  upon  the  funda- 
mental maxims  of  equity,  may  be  implied  and  declared  by  a  court 
of  chancery  out  of  general  considerations  of  right  and  justice  as 
applied  to  the  relations  of  the  parties  and  the  circumstances  of  their 
dealings  *  Thus,  courts  of  equity,  in  awarding  compensation  for 
improvements  placed  on  the  lands  of  another,  have  sometimes  decreed 
that  the  amount  due  shall  be  a  lien  on  the  land  itself.*  So  it  is 
on  this  principle  that  a  vendor  of  land  has  a  Hen  for  the  unpaid 
purchase  price.^  As  a  general  rule,  a  lien  will  not  arise  in  favor 
of  one  who  advances  money  to  pay  the  purchase  price  for  real  estate 
purchased,'  and  a  surety  on  a  note  for  money  borrowed  to  pay 
for  land,  although  he  has  paid  the  note,  has  no  equitable  lien  upon 
the  land  for  his  claim  against  the  principal.*  However,  where  a 
person  obtained  the  indorsement  of  another  by  promising  in  a  letter 
to  give  him  a  bill  of  sale  on  certain  persond  property  as  security, 
and,  before  giving  the  bill  of  sale,  died,  and  the  indorser  was  obliged 
to  pay  the  note,  it  was  held  that  the  indorser  was  entitled  to  an 
equitable  lien  on  the  property  in  preference  to  other  creditors.'  Lik&- 
wise,  according  to  some  decisions,  a  lien  upon  land  is  acquired  by 
one  who  lends  money  for  its  purchase,  under  a  promise  that  he  is  to 
receive  a  mortgage,  and  in  tiie  meantime  is  given  the  undelivered 
deed  to  hold  as  security  for'  the  performance  of  that  agreement* 
And,  where  two  persons  purchase  land  jointly,  one  of  them  advanc- 
ing most  of  tiie  purchase  money,  under  on  agreement  that  if  the 
land  is  sold,  he  is  to  have  half  the  proceeds,  or  that  he  is  to  be  repaid 
his  advances  and  that  the  other  may  keep  the  land,  and  the  latter 
takes  the  title  in  his  own  name,  it  has  been  decided  that  the  former 
has  a  lien  on  the  land  for  his  wlvances.* 

ni.  Waiveh,  Dbtermination  and  Extinouishmbnt 

15,  Generally. — ^It  may  be  regarded  as  a  well  settled  principle  that 
a  lien  fairly  acquired  cannot  be  destroyed  in  favor  of  one  having 
a  notice  of  that  lien,  unless  it  be  by  some  act  of  the  party  in  whose 

20.  See  supra,  par.  4.  6.  Wood  v.  Wood,  124  Ind.  545,  24 

1.  See  supra,  par.  13.  N.  E.  751,  9  L.R.A.  173. 

2.  Note:  74  A.  S.  R.  387.  See  7.  Read  v.  Oaillard,  2  Desaus.  (8. 
Equitt,  vol.  10,  p.  351.  C.)  552,  2  Am.  Dec.  696. 

3.  See  lupROVEXENTS,  vol.  14,  p.  27.     8.  Warren  Mortg.  Co.  v.  Winters, 

4.  See  generally.  Vendor  and  Pcb-  94  Kan.  615, 146  Pac  1012,  Ann.  Cas. 
ohabeb;  and  see  Kquitt,  voL  10,  p.  ^16G  956. 

361.  B.  Havs  v.  Wood,  4  Rand.  (Ta.) 

6.  Wood  T.  Wood,  124  Ind.  545,  24  272,  15  Am.  Dee.  754. 
N.  E.  751,  9  L.R.A.  173  and  note. 

605 


UENS 


17  B.  C.  L. 


favor  it  ^dsts.  The  courts  cannot  divest  it,  and  much  less  can 
the  ministerial  officers  of  the  law  do  so.  If  they  could  do  so  it 
would  be  but  a  lien  sub  modo,  whereas  the  law  annexes  no  qualifi- 
cation.** To  sustt^  this  loss  of  lien  it  must  be  placed  on  one  oi; 
the  other  of  two  ideas — intentional  waiver'*  or  from  the  loss  of 
possesi^on.*'  As  to  the  first,  authority  is  abundant  to  show  that  one 
will  not  be  held  to  waive  a  lien  unless  the  intent  be  express  or  very 
plain  and  clear.  The  presumption  is  always  against  it.**  If  one 
entitled  to  retain  personal  property  until  a  lien  in  his  favor  thereon 
is  paid  demands  a  sum  exceeding  that  due  him,  he  does  not  thereby 
waive  his  li^  nor  forfeit  his  right  to  retain  possession  of  ^e  ptop- 
crty,  if  his  demand  was  made  in  good  faith  and  in  the  belief  that 
he  was  entitled  to  such  sum,  and  no  payment  or  tender  was  made 
of  tJie  amount  actually  due.'*  However,  it  is  discharged  by  a  proper 
tender,  for  thereupon  the  right  of  the  person  claiming  the  Hen  to 
possession  is  at  an  end.  Where  a  lienor  bases  his  refusal  to  sur- 
render property  upon  some  right  independent  of  or  inconsistent  with 
the  lien,  it  is  held  that  he  has  waived  his  lien.**  But  the  lien,  if 
otherwise  vahd,  is  not  lost  merely  because  the  right  to  retain  pos- 
session is  not  expressly  claimed  on  the  ground  of  lien.*'  A  person 
cannot  avail  himself  of  a  lien,  the  discharge  of  which  has  been 
fraudulently  prevented  by  his  own  acts.*' 

16.  Parting  with  Possession. — When  a  party  entitled  to  a  lien 
dependent  upon  possession  voluntarily  delivers  the  property  to  the 
owner,  the  lien  is  extinguished.**  The  weight  of  authority  seems 
to  favor  the  doctrine  that  the  possession  by  virtue  of  the  lien,  and 
therefore  the  lien  itself,  is  waived  by  the  levy  of  an  attachment  or 
execution,  the  lio^^or,  by  authorizing  the  levy,  being  deemed  to  have 
abandoned  the  possession  by  virtue  of  his  lien.**-  Thus,  one  who 
has  a  lien  on  goods  for  labor  upon  them  waives  his  lien  by  attach- 

10.  Andrews  v.  Doe,  6  How.  (Mjbs.)  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  740;  Fishell  v.  Mor- 
554.  38  Am.  Dec.  450.  ris,  57  Conn.  547, 18  Atl.  717,  6  L.R.A. 

11.  Lambert  v.  Niclilass,  45  W.  Va.  82  and  note;  Oakes  v.  Moore,  24  Me. 
527,  31  S.  E.  951,  72  A.  S.  R.  828,  214,  41  Am.  Dec.  379;  Miller  v.  Mar- 
44  L.R.A.  561.   And  see  infra,  par.  17.  aton,  35  Me.  153,  56  Am.  Dec.  694 

12.  See  infra,  par.  16.  and  note;  Gardner  v.  Le  Fevre,  180 

13.  Lambert  v.  Nicklass,  46  W.  Va.  Mich.  219,  146  N.  W.  653,  Ann.  Cas. 
527,  31  S.  E.  951,  72  A.  S.  R.  828,  1916A  618;  Arians  v.  Brickley,  65  Wis. 
44  L.R.A.  561.  26,  26  N.  W.  188,  56  Am.  Rep.  611; 

14.  Folsom  V.  Barrett,  180  Mass.  439,  Sweet  v.  Pym,  1  East  4,  5  Rev.  Rep. 
62  N.  E.  723,  91  A.  S.  R.  320.  497.  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  142  and  note. 

15.  Folsom  V.  Barrett,  180  Mass.  439,  Notes:  37  Am.  Dee.  523  ;  42  A.  S. 
62  N.  E.  723.  91  A.  S.  R.  320.  R.  815. 

Note:  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  144.  And  see  supra,  par.  9. 

16.  Note:  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  144.        19.  Notes:  50  L.EA..  719:  16  Eiiff 

17.  Carey  v.  Brown,  92  V.  S.  171,  Eul.  Cas.  144, 
23  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  469. 

18.  Gre^ry  v.  Moins,  96  U.  S.  619, 
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ing  the  goods.**  It  baa  been  held,  however,  that  an  innkeeper  or 
keeper  of  live  stock  who  has  a  lien  on  the  propertry  does  not  lose  the 
lien  by  levying  an  attachment  upon  the  property.*  As  a  lien  on 
goods  does  -not  confer  any  right  of  sale,*  if  the  party  who  has  the 
lien  sells  them,  the  lien  is  gone,  and  he  has  no  right  to  retain  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale.'  The  holder  of  the  Hen  may  allow  the  owner 
of  the  property  to  take  it  into  his  possef^sion  and  remove  it  without 
prejudice  to  the  lien,  if  so  agreed.*  And  it  is  also  undisputed  that 
such  a  lien  cannot  be  destroyed  by  a  removal,  without  the  consent 
of  the  lienholder,  from  his  possession.*  Accordingly,  if  without  pay- 
ment of  a  lienor's  claim,  Uie  property  0  taken  from  his  possession 
and  sold  under  an  execution  issued  against  the  actual  owner,  the 
lienor  may  thereafter  maintain  an  appropriate  proceeding  to  assert 
his  right  of  ownership,  though  he  has  purchased  the  property  at  ti)e 
execution  sale.* 

17.  Agreement  or  Purpose  Inconsistent  with  Lien. — It  u  well  set- 
tled that  the  existence  of  a  special  contract  does  not,  of  itself,  discharge 
a  lien,'  but  an  implied  lien  cannot  exist  where,  from  the  nature  of  tlie 
contract  between  the  parties,  it  would  be  inconsist^t  with  the  expres*: 
terms  or  the  clear  intent  of  the  contract.*  Where  a  contract  is  proved, 
the  rights  of  the  parties  depend  upon  the  terms  of  the  contract,*  and 
it  has  been  said  that  no  lien,  either  specific  or  general,  can  be  claimed 
so  as  to  interrupt  the  performance  of  the  actual  contract  between  the 

20.  Legg   V.    Willnrd,    17    Pick.  A.  S.  B.  320;  Gardner  v.  Le  Ferre,  180 

(MiiBB.)  140,  28  Am.  Dec.  282.  Mich.  219.  146  N.  W.  653,  Ann.  Gas. 

1.  Lambert  t.  Nieklass,  45  W.  Va.  191(]A  618 ;  Stoddard  Woolen  Mann- 
627,  31  8.  E.  051,  72  A.  S.  R.  828,  factory  v.  Huntley,  8  N.  H.  441,  31 
44  L.R.A  561.  Am.  Dec.  198;  Wiles  Laundering  Co. 

2.  See  infra,  par.  25.  v.  Hahlo,  105  N.  Y.  234, 11  N.  E.  500. 

3.  Note:  16  Eng.  Rul.  Gas.  144.  69  Am.  Rep.  496;  Mathias  v.  SeUers, 

4.  Gardner  t.  Le  Fevre,  180  Mich.  86  Pa.  St.  486,  27  Am.  Rep.  723; 
219,  146  N.  W.  653,  Ann.  Gas.  1916A  Cummings  v.  Harris,  3  Vt.*  244,  23 
618.            *  Am.  Dee.  206;  Hutchins      Olcntt,  4 

5.  Gardner  v.  Le  Fevre,  180  Mich.  Vt.  549,  24  Am.  Dec.  634,  overruled  bv 
219,  146  N.  W.  653,  Ann.  Gas.  1916A  R<tbinson  v.  Leach,  67  Vt.  128,  31  AU. 
618.  And  see  Brown  v.  Petersen,  25  32,  48  A.  S.  R.  807,  27  L.R.A.  303. 
App.  Gas.  (D.  C.)  359,  4  Ann.  Gas.  so  far  as  it  may  conflict  wiUi  t^e  role 
999.  that  the  mere  giving  of  a  promissory 

Note:  16  Eng.  Rul.  Gas.  144.  note  for  the  amount  of  a  debt  secured 

6.  Brown  v.  Petersen,  25  App.  Gas.  by  a  lien  is  not  a  waiver  of  the  lien: 


7.  Farrington  v.  Meek,  30  Mo.  578,  J.  P.  C.  17, 15  W.  R.  34, 16  Eng.  Rul. 

77  ^1.  Dec.  627;  Mathias  v.  Sellers,  Cas.  81  and  note;  Crawshay  v.  Hom- 

86  Pa.  St  486,  27  Am.  Rep.  723;  fray,  4  B.  &  Aid.  50.  6  E.  C.  L.  385. 

Crawshay  v.  Homfray,  4  B.  &  Aid.  22  Rev.  Rep.  618,  16  Eng.  Rul.  Can. 

50,  6  E.  G.  L.  385,  22  Rev.  Rep.  126  and  note. 

018,  16  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  126.    And      Note:  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  129  et  se4|. 


8.  Randel  y.  Brown,  2  How.  406,      9.  Wai^hington   Bank   v.   Nock,  9 
11  XJ.  S.  (L.  ed.)  318;  Folsom  v.  Bar-  Wall.  373,  19  U.  S.  (L.  ad.)  717. 
rett,  180  Mass.  439,  62  N.  £.  723,  91 
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parties,  whether  that  contract  is  expnas  or  is  to  be  inferred  from  the 
general  course  of  dealing.'^  No  Hen  can  arise  on  property  which 
is  delivered  for  a  q>ecial  purpose,  except  for  improvement  or  alteration 
involving  labor  or  e.cpen8e,  as  in  such  cases  there  is  deemed  to  be  an 
implied  contract  that  when  the  purpose  is  fulfilled,  the  pr<^>erty  is 
to  be  redelivered  to  the  owner.  On  this  principle  a  banker  has  no 
lien  on  securities  deposited  with  him  for  safe  custody  merely,  the 
control  over  them  b^g  retained  by  the  customer.''  The  ri^t  of 
detaining  a  thing  until  the  money  due  upon  it  be  paid  may  be  waived 
by  a  special  agreement  as  to  the  time  or  mode  of  payment,'*  but  not 
merely  by  an  agreement  for  the  payment  of  a  fixed  sum.'*  Thus  it 
has  been  held  that  where  a  person  enters  into  a  written  contract  to  keep 
sheep  for  a  certtdn  period,  at  an  agreed  sum  per  head,  be  has  not  a 
lien  upon  them  for  his  payment'^  So  an  agreement  by  a  manu- 
facturer to  dress  flannels  to  be  furnished  during  the  year,  and  to 
receive  his  pay  quarterly,  is  a  waivOT  of  the  lien.'*  Nor  does  the 
right  to  retain  goods  for  fr«^t  exist  where  the  parties  have  expressly 
regulated  the  time  and  manner  of  paying  freight,  in  a  charter  party, 
and  especially  if  the  cargo  is  deliverable  before  the  arrival  of  the 
periods  of  payment.'* 

18.  Taldng  Note  or  Security* — ^The  courts  have  not  agreed  upon 
any  harmonious  rule  as  to  the  effect  upon  a  lien  of  accq>ting  other 
Becurity.  There  is  authority  for  the  rule  that  if  a  creditor,  having  a 
lien  on  the  property  of  his  debtor,  takes  a  distinct  security  for  the 
debt,  the  lien  will  be  deemed  to  have  been  waived,  and  will  he 
extinguished; "  but  it  is  generally  held  that  the  question  whether  a 
lieii  has  been  waived  is  one  of  intention  to  be  gathered  from  the  rela- 

10.  Crawshay  t.  Homfray,  4  B.  ft     16.  See  Carriers,  vol.  4,  p.  871. 
Aid.  50,  6  E.  C.  L.  385,  22  Rev.  Rep.      17.  Brown  v.  Oilman,  4  Wheat.  255, 
618,  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  126.  4  TJ.  S.  (L.  ed.)  564;  Clower  v.  Raw- 

11.  Note:  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  129.     lings,  9  Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  122,  47 

12.  Farrington  V.  Meek,  30  Mo.  578,  Am.  Dec  108;  White  V.  Dougherty, 
77  Am.  Dec.  627;  Stoddard  Woolen  Mart,  ft  Y.  (Tenn.)  309,  17  Am.  Dec. 
Manufactory  v.  Huntley,  8  N.  H.  441,  802;  Hewiaon  v.  Guthrie,  2  Bing.  N.  C. 
31  Am.  Dec  198;  Chandler  v.  Belden,  755,  29  E.  C.  L.  477,  3  Scott  298,  2 
IS  Johns.  (N.  T.)  157,  9  Am.  Dec  Hodges  51,  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  136  and 
193;  Wiles  Laundering  Co.  v.  Hahlo,  note;  In  re  Leith,  L.  R.  1  P.  C.  296, 
105  N.  Y.  234,  11  N.  E.  500,  59  Am.  36  L.  J.  P.  C.  17,  15  W.  R.  34,  18 
Rep.  496;  Mathias  v.  Sellers,  86  Pa.  Eng.  RuL  Cas.  81  and  note.  See  also 
St.  486,  27  Am.  Rep.  723;  Cummings  Hutchina  v.  Olcutt,  4  Yt.  540,  24  Am. 
V.  Harris,  3  Vt.  244,  23  Am.  Dec.  206.  Dec  634,  overroled  by  Robinson  v. 

Note:  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  130.         Leach,  67  Vt.  128,  31  All.  32,  48  A. 

13.  Mathias  v.  Sellers,  86  Pa.  St.  S.  R.  807,  27  L.R.A.  303,  so  far  as  it 
486,  27  Am.  Rep.  723.  may  conflict  with  the  rale  that  the  mere 

14.  CnmmiDgs  v.  Harris,  8  Vt.  244,  giving  of  a  promissoiy  note  for  the 
23  Am.  Dec  206.  amount  of  a  debt  secured  by  a  lien  is 

15.  Stoddard  Woolen  Manufactory  not  a  vuver  of  the  lieo.  And  see 
V.  Huatley,  8  N.  H.  441,  31  Am.  Dec  supra,  par.  17. 

19S. 

608 


Digitized  by  Google 


17  B.  a  L. 


LIBNS 


tion  of  tiid  parties  and  the  circumstances  of  the  case.**  Merely  receiv- 
ing a  promiflsoiy  noie  for  the  amount  of  the  debt  does  not,  unless  such 
was  the  intention  of  the  parties,  waive  the  lien.^*  The  lien  will  be 
deemed  waived,  however,  if  the  note  b  intended  for,  and  accepted  as, 
payment.**  Forthermore,  taking  a  note  with  a  surety  is  generally  evi* 
dence  of  an  intention  to  rely  on  the  personal  security.'  But  this  is 
only  a  presumption,  and  may  be  rebutted  by  showing  that  such  was 
not  the  real  intention  of  the  parties.'  A  person  having  a  lien  upon 
property  does  not  lose  it  by  taking  a  bill  of  sale  of  the  same  property; 
the  bill  of  sale  being  voidable,  and  having  been  avoided  under  the 
Bankruptcy  Act,  and  there  being  no  evidence  of  intent  to  abandon  the 
lien.* 


IV.  FftiOBiTiBB,  Preservation  akd  Ehfobcsmbnt 


Priorities 

19.  In  General. — It  is  one  of  the  characteristics  of  common  law 
liens  which  arise,  upon  considerations  of  justice  and  policy,  by  opera- 
tion of  law,  as  distinguished  from  liens  created  by  contract  or  statute, 
that  the  former,  as  a  general  rule,  attach  to  the  property  itself,  without 
any  reference  to  ownership,  and  override  all  other  rights  in  the  prop- 
erty, while  the  latter  axe  subordinate  to  all  prior  existing  rights 
therein.^  Furthermore,  it  may  be  said  that  a  lien  which  arises  by 
force  of  the  common  law  may  be,  under  special  circumstances,  superior 
to  prior  existing  contractual  or  statutory  liens  on  the  same  property. 
Thus,  a  lien  on  pnq>erty,  by  operation  of  the  common  law,  may  have 

18.  Cordova  Hood,  17  Wall.  1,  son  v.  Leaeh,  67  Vt  128,  31  AtL  32, 
21  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  587;  Glower  v.  Raw-  48  A.  S.  R.  807,  27  L.BA.  303,  so  far 
lings,  9  Smedes  ft  M.  (Miss.)  122,  47  as  it  may  con^t  witb  the  rule  that 
Am.  Dee.  108.  And  see  Lambert  v.  the  mere  giving  of  a  pronuasory  note 
NieklasB,  45  W.  Ya.  527,  31  S.  £.  951,  for  the  amount  of  a  debt  secored  by  a 
72  A.  S.  B.  828,  44  L.R.A.  561.  lien  i>  not  a  waiver  of  the  Hen. 

Kotes:  35  L.R.A.(N.S.)  96;  16  Eng.  As  to  the  effeet  of  taking  a  note  for 
RnL  Gas.  95, 140.  the  amount  of  a  Atlbt  as  a  payment 

19.  The  Kimball,  3  Wall.  37,  18  thereof,  see  Patiunt. 

U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  60:  Cordova  t.  Hood,     1.  Brown     Oilman,  4  Wheat.  255, 
17  WaU.  1,  21  IJ.  8.  (L.  ed.)  687  ;  4  U.S.  (L.  ed.)  564;  Cordova  v.  Hood, 
Ooble  v.  Gale,  7  Blackf.  (Ind.)  218,  17  WaU.  1,  21  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  587. 
41  Am.  Deo.  219;  Woodland  Co.  v.     8.  Cordova  v.  Hood,  17  Wall  1,  21 
HendenhaU,  82  Minn.  483,  85  N.  W.  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  687. 
164,  83  A.  S.  R.  446  and  note;  Hoag-     3.  Avery  v.  Hackley,  20  WaU.  407, 
land  V.  Lnsk,  33  Neb.  376,  50  N.  W.  22  V.  8.  (L.  ed.)  385.* 
162,  29  A.  8.  R.  485.  4.  8allivan  v.  CUfton,  65  K.  J.  L. 

Note:  35  L.R.A.(N.S.)  96.  324,  26  AtL  964,  39  A.  8.  R.  662,  20 

And  see  supra,  par.  17.  L.R.A.  719  and  note;  Shaw  t.  Webb, 

80.  Hutchina  v.  Olcutt,  4  Vt  640,  131  Tenn.  173,  174  S.  W.  273,  Ann. 
24  Am.  Dee.  634,  overruled  by  Robin-  Gas.  1916A  626. 
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preceden(»  of  an  existing  mortgage.*  Ordinarily,  however,  it  may 
be  regarded  as  a  universal  principle  that  a  prior  Uen  ^ves  a  prior 
legal  right,*  which  is  entitled  to  prior  satisfaction,  out  of  the  subject 
it  binds,  unless  the  lien  is  intrinsically  defective,  or  be  displaced  by 
some  act  of  the  party  holding  it,  which  shall  postpone  him  in  a  court 
of  law  or  equity  to  a  subsequent  claimant.'  So,  also,  it  has  been  said 
that  a  Uen  which  is  given  for  the  preservation  or  betterment  of  the 
common  pledge  is,  in  natural  equity,  fairly  entitled  to  the  first  rank 
in  a  list  of  claims.*  In  the  absence  of  statutory  regulation,  the  com- 
mon law  establishes  liens  in  the  order  of  their  acquisition,  the  first  in 
order  of  time  standing  first  in  order  of  rank.'  But  the  common  law 
has  been  displaced  in  many  states  by  statutes  awarding  to  liens  priority 
in  the  ordw  of  their  registration.'^''  Liens  given  by  statute  in  one 
country  upon  movables  have  no  superiority  to  hens  subsequenUy 
acquired  in  another  country  to  yrhith  the  movables  are  carried.^'  And 
liens  attaching  by  law  are  never  interfered  with  by  introducing  an 
equitable  rule  for  miushaling  assets." 

20.  Concurrent  Liens;  Fractions  of  Day.r*Conourrent  liens  simul- 
taneously arising,  in  consequence  of  their  creation  at  the  same  time 
or  by  tiie  same  instrument,  are  of  equal  dignity,  and  are  therefore 
entitied  to  equal  rank  in  the  distribution  of  a  fund.  However,  liens 
cannot  be  regarded  as  concurrent  merely  because  there  is  doubt  or 
conflict  of  evidence  as  to  which  first  attached.  Hence,  where  a  mort^ 
gage  was  executed  and  goods  levied  upon  under  a  distress  warrant 
for  the  payment  of  rent  at  about  the  same  time,  the  witnesses  differing 
as  to  which  was  first,  a  request  to  instruct  the  jury  that  if  they  con- 
clude from  the  evidence  that  the  lien  of  the  distress  warrant  and  the 
execution  of  the  mortgage  were  contemporaneous,  then  they  should 
prorate  the  fund,  is  properly  refused.  Any  difference  of  time,  how- 
ever slight,  in  favor  of  either  lien  gives  it  precedence.'*  It  may  be 
laid  down  as  a  very  general  proposition  that  whenever  it  is  provided 

5.  Drammond  Carriage  Go.  v.  Hilla,  Crozer  Iron  Co.,  90  Va.  126,  17  S.  E. 
54  Neb.  417,  74  N.  W.  966,  69  A.  S.  806,  44  A.  8.  R.  893. 

R.  719,  40  L.R.A.  76L  Note:  27  A.  S.  R.  158. 

6.  Rankin  v.  Scott,  12  Wheat.  177,  10.  Voorhis  v.  Westervelt,  43  N.  J. 
6  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  592;  Howard  v.  MU-  Eq.  642,  12  AtL  633,  3  A.  S.  R.  315. 
waukee,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  101  U.  S.  837,  Note:  27  A  S.  R.  158. 

-25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1081.  And  see  Cuattbl  Mobtgaobs,  voL 

7.  Rankin  v.  Scott,  12  Wheat.  177,  5,  p.  447  et  seq.;  Judombnts,  vol.  15, 
6  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  592.  p.  814  et  seq.;  Mobtoaqbs;  Records, 

8.  Provident  Inst,  for  Savings  v.  etc, 

Jersey  City,  113  U.  S.  506,  5  S.  Ct.  11.  Donald  v.  Hewitt,  33  Ala.  534, 

612,  28  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  1102.  73  Am.  Dec.  43L 

9.  Voorhis  v.  Westervelt,  43  N.  J.  12.  Cumming's  Appeal,  25  Pa.  St. 
Eq.  642,  12  Atl.  533,  3  A.  S.  R.  315;  268,  64  Am.  Dec.  695. 

Booth  V,  Bunce,  33  N.  Y.  130,  88  Am.  13.  Jones  v.  Howard,  99  Ga.  451, 
V>ec.  372;  Viz^nia  De%'elopraenl  Co.  v.  27  S.  E.  765,  59  A.  S.  R.  231. 
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Uiat  a  lien  shall  attach  upon  the  doing  of  an  act  by  or  in  behalf  of  the 
party  who  asserts  it,  or  seeks  to  fasten  it  upon  property,  as,  for  in- 
stance, the  filing  for  record  of  a  mortgage,**  the  placing  of  an  execu- 
tion in  the  hands  of  a  sheriff,**  and  the  like,  fractions  of  a  day  will 
be  considered  in  determining  the  priority,  and  consequent  superiority, 
as  between  liens  resulting  from  or  resting  severally  upon  acts  done 
on  the  same  day.** 

21.  Validity  of  Statutory  Provisions  as  to  Priority. — The  legL^- 
lature  cannot  postpone  a  legal  existing  lien  upon  property  to  a  subse- 
quent lien  by  a  statute  enacted  subsequently  to  the  attaching  of  such 
prior  lien,  as  to  do  so  would  be  to  impair  the  obligation  of  a  contract.'^ 
Thus,  a  provision  in  a  seed  grain  statute  which  declares  that  ihe  debt 
for  grain  furnished  to  indigent  farmers  in  accordance  therewith  shall 
be  "a  first  lien  upon  the  real  estate  of  the  person  assisted"  is  within 
the  constitutional  inhibition  against  the  impairment  by  a  state  of  the 
obligation  of  (infracts,  in  so  far  as  it  attempts  to  make  such  lien 
pctfamount  to  those  to  which  the  land  was  subject  when  the  statute  was 
passed.** 

Pretervation 

22.  In  General. — It  is  a  familiar  principle  of  equity  jurisprudence 
that  a  lien  will  be  kept  alive,  where  equity  requires  it,  and  the  parties  , 
intended  that  it  should  not  be  extinguished.**  However,  where  the 
equity  is  a  latent  one,  the  lien  will  not  be  kept  alive  to  the  prejudice 
of  a  subaequrat  bona  fide  purchaser.**  A  lien  discharged  by  mistake 
is,  in  contemplation  of  equity,  still  in  existence.  Thus,  if  a  mortgagee 
takes  a  new  mortgage  in  the  place  of  an  old  one,  not  as  payment,  but 
in  continuation  of  the  old  indebtedness,  and  cancels  the  old  mortgntre 
without  knowledge  of  an  intervening  lien,  although  such  lieu  is  uf 
record,  equity  will,  in  the  absence  of  the  interwdning  rights  of  third 
pjniies,  and  on  the  ground  of  mistake,  restore  and  enforce  the  lien 
of  the  old  mortgage,  where  the  mortgagee,  relying  upon  a  false  abstract 
of  title,  was  guilty  of  no  negligence  in  not  discovering  the  lien  of 
Mcord.* 

14.  See  MoRTGAOBS;  Recobos.  18.  Yeatman     Foster  County,  2  N. 

15.  See  ExECDTiONS,  vol.  10,  p.  63  D.  421,  51  N.  W.  721,  33  A.  S.  R. 
et  seq.  797. 

16.  German  Security  Bank  v.  Camp-  19.  Richards  v.  Griffith,  92  Cal.  493, 
bell.  09  Ala.  249,  12  So.  436,  42  A.  28  Pae.  484,  27  A.  S.  R.  156;  Backer 
8.  R.  55.  V.  Pyne,  130  Ind.  288,  30  N.  E.  21. 

17.  Yeatman  v.  Foster  County,  2  N.  30  A.  S.  B.  23L   And  see  infra,  par. 
D.  421,  51  N.  W.  721,  33  A.  S.  R.  797  ;  23. 

National  Bank  of  Commerce  v.  Jones,      20.  Richards  v.  Griffith,  92  Cal.  493, 
18  Okla.  555,  91  Pac  191,  11  Ann.  28  Pac  484,  27  A.  S.  R.  156. 
Cas.  1041.  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  310.  1.  Kern  t.  A.  P.  Hotaling  Co.,  27 
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23.  Snbrogatloii  and  Reieaae^A  li«D  will  be  kept  alive,  under 
some  drcumstaDces,  in  favor  of  one  who  has  paid  the  lienholder, 
although  the  latter  has  satisfied  and  discharged  it  of  record,*  provided 
the  equity  is  not  a  latent  one,  and  will  not  prejudice  a  bona  fide 
purchaser.*  Thus,  where  a  debtor,  by  fraudulently  r^resentations, 
induces  a  person  to  advance  money  to  pay  off  liens  on  the  debtor's 
property  to  redeem  the  debtor's  property  from  execution  sale,  and  to 
release  a  judgment  of  his  own  against  the  debtor  which  was  a  lien  on 
the  debtor's  property,  such  person  will,  as  gainst  the  debtor,  be 
subrogated  to  the  rights  of  tiie  persons  whose  liens  his  money  dis- 
char^.<  Furthermore,  the  holder  of  a  lien  upon  property,  either 
real  or  personal,  may  discharge  any  prior  valid  lien  existing  against 
the  property,  for  his  own  protection,  and  for  the  purpose  of  reimburs- 
ing himself  add  the  amount  due  on  the  lien  discharged  to  his  own 
lien  upon  the  property;  and  it  is  not  necessary  that  this  right  should 
be  found  in  an  express  contract  between  the  property  owner  and  the 
holder  of  the  lien.  The  discharge  by  a  lienholder  of  a  prior  lien  is 
not  a  voluntary  payment,  but  a  payment  in  invitum.*  However,  a 
mere  volunteer  in  paying  off  a  lien  is  not  entitled  to  subrogation.* 
The  holder  of  a  first  lien  cannot  release  land  of  his  debtor,  taken  in 
execution  on  a  junior  judgment,  so  as  to  preserve  his  lien  for  its  full 
amount  against  other  land  of  the  debtor,  against  the  latter's  will.^ 
Where  property  bound  for  a  debt  is  in  fact  used  to  pay  it  with  the 
consent  of  the  junior  incumbrancer,  no  lien  npon  other  property  for 
the  security  of  that  debt  can  be  kept  alive  for  the  benefit  of  the  releas- 
ing junior  incumbrancer  without  the  consent  of  those  whose  interests 
in  the  other  pro2>ertv  am     be  affected.* 

'Enforcement 

24.  &i  General. — ^Any  one  who  may  defend  against  a  lien  may 

object  that  the  lien  had  expired,  or  the  remedy  upon  it  lost,  before 
the  action  was  commenced  against  him.*  There  is  no  unity  of  interest 
between  the  owner  of  property  and  one  claiming  a  lien  on  it  through 
bim,  such  as  makes  ei&er  the  representative  of  Uie  other  in  an  aatian, 

Ore.  205,  40  Pae.  168,  50  A.  8.  R.     Note:  9  L.R.A,  173. 

710.   And  see  genially,  Equfet,  voL     And  see  g«ierally,  Sobboqatiov. 

10,p.  296;  HoBTOAGES.  6.  Note:  9  L.B.A.  173. 

2.  Richards  v.  Ghriffith,  92  Cal.  493,  7.  Fisler  v.  Stewart,  191  Pa.  St.  3231 
28  Pac.  484,  27  A.  S.  R.  156;  Backer  43  Atl.  396;  71  A.  S.  R.  769. 

T.  Pyne,  130  Ind.  288,  30  N.  E.  21,  8.  Richardson  v.  Traver,  112  U.  S. 

30  A.  S.  R.  231.  423,  6  8.  Ct  201,  28  U.  8.  (L.  ed.) 

3.  See  supra,  par.  22.  804. 

4.  Backer  v.  I^e,  130  Ind.  288,  30  9.  Smith  v.  Hurd,  50  Minn.  503,  52 
N.  E.  21,  30  A.  8.  R.  231.  N.  W.  922,  36  A.  S.  R.  661;  Hokon- 

5.  New  England  Loan,  etc,  Co.  v.  eon  v.  Gunderson,  54  Minn.  499.  69 
Robinson,  66  Neb.  50,  76  N.  W.  415,  N.  W.  172.  40  A.  S.  B.  364. 

71  A.  8.  R.  657. 
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80  that  service  of  summoxis  on  one  is  equi^ent  to  service  on  thd 
otber.^^  One  who  has  a  statutory  lien  upon  personal  property  for 
labor  expended  cannot  maintain  trespass  against  a  sheriff  to  recover 
damages  for  levying  upon  and  selling  the  property,  but  must  look  to 
the  fund  realized  by  the  sale.**  It  is  a  principle  of  equity  that  when 
one  has  a  lien  upon  prc^rty  which  is  taken,  and  said  property  is 
wrongfully  converted  by  another,  with  notice  of  such  lien,  the  owner 
may  have  his  lien  fixed  upon  the  proceeds  of  the  property,  where  the 
lien  on  the  property  has  thus  been  destroyed  by  the  wrongdoer.*' 

25.  Conunen  Law  Liens. — While  a  common  law  lien  gives  the  party 
detaining  the  chattel  the  right  to  hold  it  aa  a  pledge  or  security  for 
the  debt,  the  broad  rule  seems  to  be  that  there  is  no  right  of  sale  of  the 
chattel  by  virtue  of  the  lien,  either  at  law  or  in  equity.^*  Accordingly, 
a  court  of  equity  has  no  jurisdiction  to  enforce  a  common  law  lien 
by  foreclosure  upon  a  bill  filed  for  that  purpose  only.^^  So  it  has 
been  said  that  one  wrongfully  deprived  of  his  possesion  of  the  chattel 
on  which  he  holds  a  lien  may  maintain  detinue  or  trover  but  nothing 
more.**  There  is,  however,  authority  for  the  view  that  common  law 
liens  are  enforceable  in  courts  of  equity.**  And  it  has  been  said 
that  jurisdiction  to  enforce  liens  is  concurrwt  in  law  and  equity,  and 
thert,  if  resort  is  had  to  equity  to  enforce  a  legal  lien,  no  greater  relief 
should  be  allowed  than  could  be  obtained  at  law.*'  In  any  event, 
it  seems  to  be  clear  that  a  court  of  equity,  having  acquired  jurisdiction 
for  other  purposes,  may  order  a  sale  of  property  to  satisfy  a  common 
law  lien.** 

26.  Statutory  Liens. — ^The  method  for  enforcing  a  statutory  lien 
is  usually  prescribed  by  the  enactment  by  which  it  is  conferred,**  and 
where  this  is  the  case,  the  enforcement  of  the  lien  must,  according  to 
the  better  rule,  be  proceeded  with  in  accordance  wiUi  the  provision 
of  the  statute.***  Thus,  it  has  been  dedded  that  where  a  statute  creates 
a  specific  lien,  and  gives  a  spedfic  remedy  for  the  enforcement  of 
sudi  lien,  a  court  of  equity  has  no  jurisdiction  to  enforce  it,  in  the 

10.  Smith  V.  Kurd,  50  Minn.  503,  62  380,  42  L.R.A.  531. 

N.  W.  922,  36-  A.  8.  E.  661.  16.  Burrongh  t.  Ely,  54  W.  Va.  118, 

11.  Fitzgerald  v.  Elliott,  162  Pa.  St.  46  S.  E.  371,  102  A.  S.  R.  926. 
118,  29  Atl.  346,  42  A.  S.  R.  812.  16.  Note:  74  A.  8.  R.  388. 

12.  Beebe  Stave  Co.  v.  Austin,  92  17.  Ford  v.  Sproule,  2  A.  K.  Marsh, 
Ark.  248,  122  S.  W.  482,  135  A.  S.  fKy.)  528,  12  Am.  Dec.  439. 

R.  172.  18.  Aldine  Mfg.  Co.  v.  PhUUps,  U8 

13.  Aldine  Mfg.  Co.  v.  PhUUps,  118  Mich.  162,  76  N.  W.  371,  74  A.  S.  R. 
Mich.  162,  76  N.  W.  371,  74  A.  8.  R.  380,  42  UR.A  531. 

380,  42  L.R.A.  531;  Burrough  v.  Ely,  19.  See  supra,  par.  7. 

54  W.  Va.  118,  46  8.  E.  371,  102  A.  20.  Aldine  Mfg.  Co.  v.  PhiUips,  118 

S.  R.  926.   And  see  Briggs  v.  Boston,  Mich.  162,  76  N.  W.  371,  74  A.  S.  R. 

etc.,  R.  Co.,  6  Allen  (Mass.)  246,  83  380  and  note,  42  L.R.A.  531;  Fitz- 

Am.  Dec.  626.  gerald  v.  Elliott,  162  Pa.  St.  118,  29 

14.  Aldine  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Phillips,  118  At!.  346,  42  A  S.  R.  812. 
BCich.  162,  76  N.  W.  371,  74  A.  S.  R. 
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absence  of  some  special  ground  of  equitable  interposition,  such  aa 
renders  the  remedy  at  law  unavailable  or  inadequate.^  On  the  other 
hand,  there  is  auUiority  to  the  effect  that  a  statutory  lien  ma;^  also 
be  foreclosed  in  equity.*  Certainly  this  is  true  where  jurisdiction 
has  been  acquired  for  other  purposes.*  But  the  jurisdiction  of  a 
court  of  equity  invoked  to  enforce  a  statutory  lien  rests  upon  the  stat- 
ute, and  can  extend  no  further.*  If  a  statutory  lien  faUs  at  law,  it 
must  also  fail  of  enforcement  in  equity.* 

27.  Equitable  Liens. — It  is  settled  beyond  question  that  a  court  of 
equity  is  the  appropriate  tribunal  for  the  enforcement  of  an  equitable, 
as  distinguished  from  a  statutory  or  common  law,  lien.*  A  court  of 
ohancery  may  enforce  an  equitable  lien  on  either  an  equitable  or  legal 
estate  in  lands,  and  if  the  law  creates  a  lien  upon  a  legal  interest  in 
realty,  a  similar  lien  may  sometimes  be  declared  and  enforced  in 
chancery  upon  equitable  estates  by  analogy.'  Chancery  is  the  proper 
forum  in  which  to  enforce  a  lien  on  lands  arising  under  a  devise 
securing  a  legacy  or  creating  a  trust  for  the  payment  of  debts.*  Lands, 
but  not  claims  to  lands,  may  be  sold  by  a  court  of  equity  to  discharge 
Hens.*  And  if  parties  stipulate  the  mode  by  which  a  certain  amount 
to  be  a  lien  on  land  shall  be  ascertained,  equity  has  no  jurisdiction 
to  compel  them  to  adopt  another  mode.'* 

1.  Aldine  Iffr.  Co.  t.  Phillips,  US     5.  Note:  74  A.  S.  B.  380. 

Mieh.  162.  76  N.  W.  371,  74  A.  8.  R.  6.  Aldine  M^.  Co.  v.  Phillips,  118 

380  and  note,  42  L.R.A.  53L  Mieh.  162,  76  N.  W.  371,  74  A.  S.  R. 

2.  Ford  V.  Sproule,  2  A.  K.  Marah.  380  and  note^  42  LJI.A.  531;  Bnchan 
(Ky.)  528,  12  Am.  Dee.  439.  v.  Snmner,  2  Barb.  Ch.  (N.  T.)  165, 47 

Note:  74  A.  S.  R.  388.  Am.  Dee.  305. 

3.  Aldine  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Phillipg,  118  7.  Buchan  v.  Sumner,  2  Barb.  Gh. 
Mieh.  162,  76  N.  W.  371,  74  A.  8.  B.  (N.  T.)  165,  47  Am.  Deo.  306.  And  see 


4.  South  Folk  Canal  Co.  v.  Gordon,     8.  Note:  74  A.  S.  R.  388. 
6  WaU.  561,  18  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  894  ;     9.  Blight  v.  Bank.  6  a  Mon.  (Ky.) 
Bnehan  t.  Sunmer,  2  Barb.  Ch.  (N.  T.)  192,  17  Am.  Dec.  136. 


380,  42  L.RA.  531. 


supra,  par.  26. 


165,  47  Am.  Dec  305. 
Note:  74  A.  S.  B.  388,  389. 


10.  Emery  v.  Owinga,  7  Gill  (Hd.) 
488, 48  Am.  Dec.  680. 
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24.  Mineral  Rights 

25.  Compensation  for  Improvements 

26.  Liability  for  Taxes 

27.  Purchase  at  Tax  Sale 

28.  Liability  for  Municipal  Assessments  for  Public  Tmprovements 

29.  Duty  as  to  Incumbrances;  Reimborsement  for  Payment 

30.  Effect  of  Purchase  at  Foreclosure  Sale 

31.  Liability  for  Repairs  • 

32.  Duty  to  Insure 

33.  Adverse  Possession  as  against  Remainderman 

34.  Liability  of  Estate  for  Debts  of  Tenant 

35.  Value  of  Life  Estate 

36.  Actions  by  Ufe  Tenant 

IV.  Sales  and  Other  Conveyances;  Partition 

37.  Sale  by  Life  Tenant  or  by  Order  of  Court 

38.  Distribution  of  Proceeds  of  Sale 

39.  Leases 

40.  Mortgages 

41.  Partition 

V.  Termination 

42.  In  Qeneral;  Surrender 

43.  Helper 

44.  Forfeiture 


I.  Iktroductory 

1.  Scope  of  Article. — This  article  includes  a  discussion  of  the  crea- 
tion of  life  estates  by  deed  or  by  will,  the  rights,  duties  and  liabilttaes 
of  the  life  tenant,  and  the  termination  of  the  estate.  The  subject  of 
life  estates  by  operation  of  law  is  treated  elsewhere,*  and  is  therefore 
excluded  from  this  article,  as  are  also  matters  relating  to  the  rights 
and  liabilities  of  remaindermen  and  reversioners/  and  the  subject  of 
waste  and  the  remedies  therefor.* 

2.  Definition. — ^At  common  law  there  were  two  classes  of  life  estates : 
first,  conventional  life  estates,  or  those  which  were  created  by  the  act 
of  the  parties,  and  second,  those  which  came  into  existence  by  opera- 
tion of  law  *  such  as  curtesy  and  dower.*  A  life  estate  created  by 
deed  or  will  is  an  estate  to  be  held  by  the  grantee  or  devisee  for  the 
term  of  his  own  life,  or  for  that  of  another  person,  or  for  more  lives 
than  one;  when  held  for  the  life  of  another  person,  the  tenant  is 
usually  known  as  a  tenant  per  au^  vie.   The  principal  distinction 

1.  See  GcirrBST,  voL  8,  p.  386  ;  98  T«i.  697,  86  S.  W.  740,  8  Ann. 
DowBB,  vol.  9,  p.  559.  Gas.  1117,  69  L.R.A.  986.    And  see 

2.  See  Rguaihders;  Bkvebsions.     Estates,  vol.  10,  p.  661  et  seq. 

3.  See  Waste.  6.  See  Cttrtest,  vol.  8,  p.  387  et 

4.  Swayne  v.  Long  Acre  Oil  Co.,  seq. ;  Dowunt,  vol,  9,  p.  660  et  seq. 
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between  a  tenancy  'or  life  and  a  tenancy  at  will,  or  from  year  to  year, 
or  at  sufferance,  is  tbat  the  former  confers  a  freehold  upon  the  tenant, 
and  the  latter  a  mere  chattel  interest* 

3.  Life  Estate  in  Personal  Property. — Originally  there  could  be  no 
limitation  over  of  a  chatt^,  but  a  gift  carried  the  absolute  interest.^ 
There  is  now,  however,  no  question  but  that  a  life  estate  to  one  wiUi 
remainder  to  another  in  personalty  may  be  given,  as  recognized  in  an 
infinite  number  of  cases.^  But  it  is  well  settled  that  there  cannot  be  an 
estate  tail  in  personal  property,  and  hence  where  the  terms  of  a  bequest 
of  pei^nalty  are  such  as  would,  in  a  devise  of  real  estate,  create  an 
estate  tail  in  the  devisee,  it  operates  as  an  abeolute  gift  of  the  personalty, 
and  a  bequest  over  on  the  failure  of  issue  of  the  first  taker  is  void.* 
With  respect  to  chattels  which  are  consumable  in  their  use,  the  rule  is 
that  a  specific  bequest  thereof  veste  title  in  the  legatee  absolutely, 
though  expressly  given  for  life  only.i<>  But  if  the  bequest  is  general  or 
residuary,  the  majority  of  cases,  in  the  absence  of  an  indication  of  the 
testator's  intention  that  the  life  tenant  should  enjoy  the  property  in 
specie,  hold  that  the  property  should  be  sold  and  the  proceeds  invested, 
the  income  therefrom  being  paid  to  the  life  tenant  and  the  principal 
reserved  for  the  remainderman.^^  Some  courts,  however,  recognize 
no  distinction  between  a  general  or  residuary  bequest  and  a  specific 
bequest  of  chattels  consumable  in  their  use,  holding  that  in  either 
case  title  vests  absolutely  in  the  legatee,^'  It  has  been  ruled  that  a 
gift  or  bequest  of  personal  property  for  life,  with  an  unlimited  power 

6.  Thompson  t.  Baxter,  107  Minn.  p.  657;  Exbcutobt  ImnSBSTS,  toL  U, 

122,  119  N.  W.  797,  21  LJl.A.(N.S.)  p.  473. 

575.  10.  Underwood  v.  Underwood,  162 

Note:  Ann.  Caa.  lfll3D  328.  Ala.  563,  50  So.  305,  136  A.  8.  R. 

And  see  Estates,  vol.  10,  p.  662.  61;  Whittemoro  v.  Eussell,  80  Me.  297, 

7.  Maulding  v.  Scott,  13  Ark.  88,  14  Atl.  197,  6  A.  8.  R.  200;  Seabrook 
56  Am.  Dec.  298;  Bartlett  v.  Fatten,  v.  Grimes,  107  Md.  410,  68  Atl.  883, 
33  W.  Va.  71,  10  S.  E.  21,  6  L.R.A.  126  A.  S.  R.  400,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  483 
523.  and  note;  Healey  v.  Toppan,  45  N.  H. 

8.  Maulding  v.  Scott,  13  Ark.  88,  243,  86  Am.. Dec.  159;  Rankin's  Ap- 
56  Am.  Dec.  298;  In  re  Oertle,  34  peal,  1  Mona.  (Pa.)  308,  16  Att.  32, 
Minn.  173,  24  N.  W.  924,  57  Am.  Rep.  2  L.R.A.  429;  Bartlett  v.  Patton,  33 
48;  Healey  v.  Toppan,  45  N.  H.  243,  W.  Va.  71,  10  S.  E.  21,  6  L.EJL  523. 
86  Am.  Dec.  159;  Cleveland  v.  Havens,  Note:  67  Am.  Dec.  453. 

13  N.  J.  Eq.  101,  78  Am.  Dee.  90;  And  see  Execdtobt  Intebksxs,  vdL 

Myers  v.  Anderson,  1  Strob.  Eq.  (S.  11,  p.  475. 

C.)  344,  47  Am.  Dec.  537;  Cruse  v.  11.  Healey  v.  Toppan,  45  N.  H.  243, 

MoEee,  2  Head  (Tenn.)  1,  73  Am.  86  Am.  Dec.  159;  Smith  v.  Barham, 

Dec  186;  Bartlett  v.  Patton,  33  W.  17  N.  C.  420,  25  Am.  Dee.  721;  Saun- 

Va.  71,  10  S.  E.  21,  5  LJI.A.  523.  dera  v.  Haughton,  43  N.  C.  217,  57 

Note:  67  Am.  Dec.  453.  Am.  Dee.  581;  Bartlett  v.  Patton,  33 

fl.  Manlding  v.  Scott,  13  Ark.  88,  W.  Va.  71,  10  S.  E.  21,  5  L.R.A.  523. 

66  Am.  Dee.  298;  Cleveland  v.  Havens,  Note:  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  483. 

13  N.  J.  Eq.  101,  78  Am.  Dee.  90;  And  see  Exbcutobt  Interbsts,  voL 

Swain  v.  Rascoe,  25  N.  C.  200,  38  Am.  11,  p.  475. 

Dee.  720.   And  see  Estatxs,  voL  10,  12.  Seabrook  v.  Qrimes,  107  Md.  410, 
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of  disposal,  conveys  an  absolute  right  thereto,^*  but  such  is  not  the 
case  when  the  power  of  disposal  is  limited  to  certain  specified 
purposes.'* 

II.  Cbbation 


By  Deed 

4.  In  General. — ^Where  the  common  law  rule  obtains,  a  life  estate 
may  be  created  by  a  grant  in  general  terms  as  well  as  by  express  limita- 
tion, since  under  the  common  law  a  grant  in  general  terms  without 
words  of  inheritance  v»ts  merely  a  life  estate  in  the  grantee.'*  This 
rule  has,  however,  been  changed  by  statute  in  some  states,  and  the 
word  "heirs,"  or  its  equivalent,  is  no  longer  necessary  to  create  an 
absolute  estate;  all  conveyances  will  be  taken  to  be  in  fee  simple, 
unless  the  intent  of  the  grantor  is  plainly  manifest  in  some  part  of 
the  instrument  to  convey  an  estate  of  less  dignity,  the  intention  of 
the  grantor,  and  not  the  technical  words  of  the  common  law,  being  the 
controlling  circumstance.'*  If  a  grant  is  made  in  general  terms 
without  limitation  in  point  of  time  but  subject  to  be  defeated  upon 
the  happening  of  a  particular  event,  it  is  regarded  as  a  Ufe  estate 
determinable  upon  the  happening  of  such  event;  as,  for  example,  in 
the  case  of  a  grant  to  a  woman  during  widowhood,  or  to  a  man  so 
long  as  he  resides  in  a  particular  place."  It  is  well  settled  that  a  life 
estate  may  be  created  by  a  deed,  lease,  or  devise,  either  with  or  without 
a  stipulation  for  the  payment  of  rent.'* 

5.  Effect  of  Use  of  Words  of  Inheritance. — Notwithstanding  the 
use  of  words  of  inheritance,  a  deed  will,  under  some  circumstances, 
be  construed  to  create  merely  a  life  estate.   Thus  it  has  been  held 


68  Atl.  883,  126  A.  S.  R.  400,  16  N.   W.   707,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  920; 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  483  and  note.  Smith  v.  Proctor,  139  N.  C.  314,  51 

13.  Davis  V.  Richardson,  10  Yerg.  S.  E.  889,  2  L.RA.(N.S.)  172;  Trip- 
(Tenn.)  290,  31  Am.  Dec.  581.  lett  v,  Williams,  149  N.  C.  394,  63 

Note:  139  A.  S.  R.  105.  S.  E.  79,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  514.  And 

14.  Note:  139  A.  S.  R.  107.    And  see  Estates,  vol.  10,  .p.  650. 

see  ExBCUTOBT  Interests,  vol.  11,  p.      17.  Giles  v.  Little,  104  U.  8.  291, 

478  et  seq.  26  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  745;  Green  v.  Hew- 

15.  Jackson  v.  Myers,  3  Johns.  (N.  itt,  97  111.  113,  37  Am.  Rep.  102;  Rose 
Y.)  388,  3  Am.  Dec.  504;  Jordan  v.  v.  Hale,  185  111.  378,  56  N.  E.  1073, 
Neece,  36  S.  C,  295,  15  S.  E.  202,  31  76  A.  S.  R.  40;  Thompson  v.  Baxter, 
A.  S.  R.  869;  HoUiday  v.  Overton,  15  107  Minn.  122,  119  N.  W.  797,  21 
Beav.  480,  21  L.  J.  Ch,  769,  10  Eng.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  575  and  note;  Long  v. 
Rul.  Gas.  836  and  note.  And  see  Es-  Paul,  127  Pa.  St.  456,  17  Atl.  988, 
tatbs,  vol.  10,  p.  650.  14  A.  S.  R.  862;  Snelling  v.  Lamar, 

16.  Cooper  v.  Mitchell  Inv.  Co.,  133  32  S.  C.  72,  10  S.  E.  825,  17  A.  S. 
(Ja.  769,  66  S.  E.  1090,  29  L.R.A.  R.  835. 

(N.S.)  291;  Rupert  v.  Penner,  35  Neb.      18.  Thompson  v.  Baxter,  107  Minn. 

587,  53  N.  W.  598,  17  L.R.A.  824;  122,  119  N.  W.  797,  21  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

Loosing  v.  Loosing,  85  Neb.  66,  122  575. 
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that  the  word  "heirs"  or  "bodily  heiia"  in  a  deed  may  be  construed 
to  mean  children,  where  it  is  clear  from  the  context  of  the  instmment 
that  such  waa  the  intention  of  the  grantor."  And  where  the  words 
of  inheritance  would  convey  an  estate  tail  at  common  law,  by  statutes 
in  some  stat^  abolishing  estates  tail  an  estate  for  life  is  vested  in  the 
first  taker.***  A  conveyance  to  two  persons  and  the  survivor  of  them, 
and  to  their  heirs  and  assigns,  does  not  vest  the  fee  in  them  but 
creates  a  joint  tenancy  for  life,  with  remainder  in  fee  to  the  survivor.' 
So  also  it  is  the  general  rule  that  a  conveyance;  with  words  of  in- 
heritance, to  a  woman  and  her  children,  vests  merely  an  estate  for 
life  in  her  with  remainder  in  fee  to  the  children,  as  it  would  ordinarily 
defeat  the  intention  of  the  grantor  to  construe  the  deed  as  creating  a 
joint  tenancy  in  the  mother  and  children.'  The  use  of  the  word 
"forever"  in  a  deed  has  been  held  not  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  grant 
of  a  life  estate.* 

6.  jConstruction  of  Conflicting  Clauses. — It  was  a  rule  of  the  com- 
mon law  that  if  the  habendum  or  any  later  clause  in  a  deed  was 
repugnant  to  the  granting  clause,  the  granting  clause  would  override 
the  repugnant  clause  or  clauses,*  and  under  this  rule  if  a  grant  is  to 
one  and  his  heirs  and  the  habendum  or  a  later  clause  is  to  the  grantee 
for  his  life,  or  the  life  of  another,  the  habendum  or  later  clause  is 
considered  void  as  being  repugnant  to  the  meaning  conveyed  by  the 
words  "his  heirs"  as  previously  used.'  The  modem  tendency,  how- 
ever, is  to  abandon  the  strict  common  law  rule  of  construction,  the 
broad  doctrine  being  asserted  that  in  the  construction  of  deeds  as  in 
the  construction  of  other  instruments  the  intention  of  the  parties 
thereto  as  gathered  from  the  whole  instrument  must  govern."  In 
jurisdictions  which  adhere  to  this  doctrine  it  is  held  that  where  a  deed 
appears  from  the  premises  to  give  a  fee,  but  the  habendum  makes  it 
cleor  that  a  life  estate  is  intended,  the  grantees  will  take  a  life  estate 
only.'  And  where  the  granting  part  of  a  deed  creates  a  life  estate  only, 
it  has  been  decided  that  the  use  of  the  word  "heirs"  in  the  warranty 

19.  Griswold  V.  Hicks,  132  111.  494,  3.  Johnson  Harden,  86  Vt.  19, 
34  N.  E.  63,  22  A.  S.  R.  549;  Ameri-  83  Atl.  721,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  1243. 
can  Nat.  Bank  v.  Madison,  144  Ky.  4.  See  Deeds,  vol.  8,  p.  1044  et  seq. 
152,  137  S.  W.  1076,  38  L.R.A.(N.S.)  5.  Johnson  v,  Barden,.86  Vt.  19,  83 
597.  Atl.  721,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  1243. 

20.  Atherton  v.  Roche,  192  111.  252,  6.  See  Deeds,  vol.  8,  p.  1046  et  seq. 
61  N.  E.  357,  55  L.R.A.  591.  And  see  7.  Hall  v.  Wright,  138  Ky.  71,  127 
Estates,  vol.  10,  p.  660.  S.  W.  516,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  1255; 

1.  Finch  v.  Haynea,  144  Mich.  352,  Miller  v.  Dunn,  184  Mo.  318,  83  S.  W. 
107  N.  W.  910,  115  A.  S.  R.  447.  436,  105  A.  S.  R.  537;  Rupert  v. 

2.  Fletcher  t.  Tyler,  92  Ky.  145,  Penner,  35  Neb.  587,  53  N.  W.  598, 
17  S.  W.  282,  36  A.  S.  R.  584;  Ameri-  17  L.R.A.  824;  Smith  v.  Proctor,  13f 
can  Nat.  Bank  v.  Madison,  144  Ky.  N.  C.  314,  51  S.  E.  889,  2  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
152,  137  S.  W.  1076,  38  L.R.A.(N.S.)  172;  Triplett  v.  Williams,  149  N.  C. 
597;  Hague  v.  Hague,  161  Pa.  St.  643,  394.  63  S.  E.  79,  24  L.R.A.{N.S.)  514 
29  Atl.  261,  41  A.  S.  R.  900.  and  note;  Johnson  v.  Harden,  86  Vt. 
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clause  is  not  suffident  to  show  that  the  real  intention  was  to  convey 
a  fee." 

7.  Reservation  of  Life  Estate  In  Deed  Creating  Fee. — A  grantor 
may,  in  a  conveyance  creating  a  fee,  reserve  to  himself  a  Ufe  estate  in 
the  property,'  and  it  baa  been  ruled  that  such  is  the  effect  of  a  deed 
having  the  form  of  an  absolute  conveyance  except  that  by  express 
terms  it  is  not  to  take  effect' until  after  the  grantor's  death.'*  And 
it  has  been  ruled  that  a  reservation  in  a  deed  of  a  life  estate  to  the 
wife  of  the  grantor  is  valid,  although  she  is  not  a  part^  to  the  instru- 
ment** 


8.  In  General. — ^The  cardinal  principle  in  the  construction  of  wills 
is  that  the  intention  of  the  testator  as  determined  from  the  entire  will 
must  prevail,^*  and  accordingly  the  decision  wheUier  a  life  estate  is 
or  is  not  created  by  a  particuleur  will  must  necessarily  depend  upon  the 
provisions  of  that  specific  instrument,  and  one  case  is,  as  a  rule,  of  but 
little  authority  for  another.**  A  devise  or  bequest  of  the  "use  and 
improvement"  of  property  during  the  life  of  the  devisee,  or  of  the 
rents,  profits  and  income  of  the  property  for  Ufe,  is  in  effect  a  devise 
of  the  property  itself  for  life,  but  is  not  a  devise  of  the  fee.**  It  has 
been  held  that  a  devise  by  a  husband  directly  to  his  wife  and  children 
does  not  create  a  joint  tenancy,  but  that  the  wife  takes  a  Ufe  estate 
only,  with  remainder  in  fee  to  the  children,  unless  there  is  something 
else  in  the  will  showing  a  contrary  intention.** 

9.  Effect  of  Failure  to  Use  Words  of  Inheritance. — ^Under  the  com- 
mon law  rule,  a  devise  to  one  generaUy,  without  words  of  inheritance, 

19,  83  AtL  721,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  1243     14.  Peekham  t.  Lcc;o,  57  Conn.  553, 


8.  Jordan  v.  Neee^  36  S.  C.  295,  419  and  note;  HavUand  t.  Haviland, 

15  S.  E,  202,  31  A  S.  E.  869.  130  la.  611,  105  N.  W.  354,  5  L.R.A. 

».  American  Nat  Bank  of  Washing-  (N.S.)  281;  Gordon  v.  McDougall,  84 

ton  v.  Taylor,  113  Va.  1,  70  S.  E.  634,  Misa.  715,  37  So.  298,  5  L.RJ)l.(N.S.) 

Ann.  Cas.  1912D  40;  Koen  v.  Bart-  355;  Long  v.  Paul,  127  Pa.  St.  456, 

lett,  41  W.  Ta.  559,  23  S.  E.  664,  56  17  AU.  988,  14  A.  S.  R.  862;  Allen 

A.  S.  R.  884,  31  L.R.A.  128;  IfoDon-  v.  Hu-linger,  219  Pa.  St.  56,  67  AtL 

aid     Jarvis,  64  W.  Va.  62,  60  S.  E.  907,  123  A.  S.  R.  617,  13  L.RA. 

990, 131  A  S.  R.  889.  (N.S.)  458;  Mays  v.  Beech,  114  Tenn. 

10.  Merck  v.  Merck,  83  8.  C.  329,  544,  86  S.  W.  713,  4  Ann.  Cas.  1189. 
65  S.  £.  347,  137  A.  S.  R.  815  and  See  supra,  par.  5. 

note.  16.  Eoenig  v.  Kraft,  87  Ky.  95,  7 

11.  American  Nat.  Bank  of  Wash-  S.  W.  622,  12  A.  S.  R.  463;  Weaver 
ington  Taylor,  112  Va.  1,  70  S.  E.  v.  Weaver,  92  Ky.  491,  18  S.  W,  228, 
534,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  40.  36  A.  S.  R.  604;  Ha^e  v.  Hague,  161 

12.  See  Wn.LS.  Pa.  St  643,  29  AU.  261,  41  A  S.  a 

13.  Piatt  V.  Brannan,  34  Colo.  126,  900. 
81  Pae  755,  114  A  S.  B.  147  and     Note:  0  LR.A  168. 


By  Will 


and  note. 


note. 
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or  otherwise  indicating  an  intention  to  grant  a  greater  interest,  paaeei 
an  estate  for  life  only,  it  being  the  poHcy  of  the  law  not  to  dinnheri' 

the  heir  unless  the  intention  of  the  testator  so  to  do  is  clear."  But  i< 
the  intention  is  manifest,  a  fee  simple  estate  will  pass  without  words 
of  limitation  or  perpetuity,^'  and  it  is  the  rule  that  where  a  devisee, 
whose  estate  is  undefined,  is  directed  to  pay  the  testator's  debts  or 
legacies,  or  a  qwdfio  sum  in  gross,  he  takes  an  estate  in  fee,  since,  if 
he  took  a  less  estate,  he  might  be  injured  by  tiie  determination  of 
his  interest  before  reimbursement  of  his  expenditure.^^  Where,  how- 
ever, the  interest  of  the  devisee  is  clearly  limited  to  a  life  estate,  a 
direction  to  pay  debts  cannot  enlarge  it ;  and  if  the  charge  be  merely 
on  the  land,  and  not  on  the  person  of  tiie  devisee,  then  the  devisee, 
upon  a  general  devise,  takes  an  estate  for  life  only,  as  in  such  case  he 
can  suffer  no  personal  loss,  but  takes  the  estate  subject  to  the  incum- 
brance.*^ Inasmuch  as  the  common  law  rule,  favoring  the  heir, 
usually  defeated  the  intention  of  tiie  testator,  it  has  been  altered  by 
statute  in  many  states,^  and  it  seems  that  the  generally  accepted  rule 
now  is  that  an  unqualified  gift  in  wills  to  a  devisee,  without  mention 
of  heirs,  imports  a  fee  simple  absolute;  or,  if  the  testator  has  not  so 
great  an  interest  therein,  such  an  estate  as  he  has.'  In  some  states, 
however,  only  a  life  estate  will  pass  to  a  devisee  unless  it  affirmatively 
appears  that  a  greater  estate  was  intended.*  The  word  "estate"  by 
itself  would  ordinarily  appear  to  carry  a  fee,  if  such  is  the  testator's 
intent,*  but  it  is  not  a  word  of  art  but  of  interpretation,  and  its  mean- 
ing is  ^ected  by  other  clauses  and  dispositions  in  the  will,  and  may 
be  so  limited  thereby  as  to  convey  merely  a  life  estate.* 


16.  King  T.  Ajskemiui,  2  Blaek  408,  ship,  1  Ptflfc.  (Uass.)  318,  11  Am. 
17  n.  S.  (L.  ed.)  292;  Wright  v.  Dee.  178;  Long  v.  Paul,  127  Pa.  St. 
Denn,  10  Wheat.  204,  6  U.  S.  (L.  456,  17  AtL  988,  14  A.  S.  B.  862. 
.ed.)  303:  In  »  Oertle,  34  Htnn.  173,     1.  King  v.  Ackerman,  2  Blaek  408, 
24  N.  W.  924,  67  Am.  Rep.  48;  Ban  17  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  292. 

T.  Sim,  1  Whaift.  (Pa.)  252,  29  Am.  2.  Andexwn  v.  llessinger,  146  Fed. 
Dec.  48.  And  see  Estates,  voL  10,  929,  77  C.  C.  A.  179,  7  L.B.A.(N.S.) 
pp.  650,  661.  1094;  Manseeld  v.  Shelton,  67  Conn. 

17.  In  re  Oertle,  34  Minn.  173,  24  390,  35  AU.  271,  62  A.  S.  R.  285; 
N.  W.  924,  67  Am.  Rep.  48;  Yarrow  HiU  v.  GianeUi,  221  HI.  286,  77  N.  E. 
V.  Knightly,  8  Cfa.  D.  736,  47  L.  J.  458,  112  A.  S.  R.  182;  Smith  v.  Proc- 
Gh.  874,  10  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  840  and  tor,  139  N.  G.  314,  51  S.  E.  889,  2 
note.    And  see  Estates,  vol.  10,  p.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  172. 

650.  8.  Pate  T.  Bnahong,  161  Ind.  633,  69 

18.  Wr^t  DenB,  10  Wheat  204,  N.  £.  291,  100  A.  S.  R.  287,  63  L.R.A. 
6  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  303;  King  t.  Acker-  593. 

man,  2  Black  408,  17  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  4.  Bell  t.  Seommon,  15  N.  H.  381, 
292;  Bill  v.  Scammon,  15  N.  H.  381,  41  Am.  Dee.  706;  Ganedy  v.  Jones, 
41  Am.  Dee.  706.  19  S.  G.  297,  46  Am.  Rep.  777.  And 

19.  Giles  T.  Little,  104  U.  S.  291,  see  Estates,  toL  10,  p.  661. 

26  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  745.  6.  Zimmennan  v.  Anders,  6  Watta 

20.  Wright  v.  Denn,  10  Wheat  204,  &  S.  (Pa.)  218,  40  Am.  Dee.  552. 
6  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  303;  Stevens  v.  Win- 

621 


Digitized  by  Google 


LIFE  ESTATES 


17  R.  C.  L. 


10.  Effect  of  Limitation  to  *H^dreii,'*  **Heir8,''  and  "Issue."— 

The  creation  of  a  life  estate  by  a  devise  to  one  with  a  limitation  over 
to  the  first  taker's  "children,"  "heirs,"  or  "iasue"  will  be  but  briefly 
discussed,  as  the  effect  of  these  words  as  words  of  limitation  or  of 
purchase  is  considered  elsewhere.'  As  a  rule,  "children"  is  a  word  of 
purchase,  and  if  a  devise  is  made  to  one  for  life,  with  rtoiainder  to 
his  children,  the  first  taker  will  hold  a  life  estate  only,  unless  it  is 
demonstrated  from  the  will  affirmatively  and  clearly  that  the  testator 
used  the  expression  as  the  equivalent  of  "heirs."  '  On  the  other  hand, 
"heirs"  properly  is  a  word  of  limitation,  and  in  the  case  of  a  devise 
to  one  and  his  bein,  the  devisee  will  take  an  estate  of  inheritance," 
unless  it  is  affirmatively  established  that  the  testator  clearly  intended 
that  he  should  take  merely  a  life  estate.'  By  virtue  of  statutes  in 
some  states  abolishing  estates  tail,  a  devise  in  words  which  would 
create  an  estate  tail  at  common  law  will  vest  an  estate  for  life  only 
in  the  first  taker.*"  And  it  has  been  provided  by  statute  in  some 
jurisdictions  that  where  a  devise  is  in  express  terms  to  the  first  taker 
for  life,  a  limitation  over  to  the  heirs  of  the  devisee  will  not  enlarge 
his  estate  to  a  fee.*^  The  word  "issue"  is  not  a  strict  technical  wonl 
either  of  purchase  or  of  limitation  and  in  a  devise  to  one  for  life,  with 
remainder  to  his  issue,  it  will  be  so  construed  as  beat  to  effectuate  the 
intention  of  the  testatijr.** 

6.  See  Shellet's  Casi;  Wills.       Y.  ft  0.  Ezdi.  688,  41  Rev.  Rep.  348, 

7.  Oiles  V.  Little,  104  U.  S.  291,  26  25  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  643. 

U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  745;  Cooper  v.  MitcheU  8.  Lees  v.  Mostey,  1  Y.  ft  C.  Exch. 
Inv.  Co.,  133  Ga.  769,  66  8.  E.  1090,  589,  41  Rev.  Rep,  348,  25  Eng.  Bnl. 
29  L.B.A.(N.8.)  291;  Carr  v.  EBtill,  Cas.  643. 

16  B.  Mon.  (Ey.)  309,  63  Am.  Dec.  9.  Jones  v.  Bees,  6  Penn.  (Del.)  504, 
548;  Mefford  v.  Dougherty,  89  Ky.  69  Atl.  785, 16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  734;  Lan- 
58,  11  S.  W.  716,  25  A.  S.  R.  521;  coster  v.  Lancaster,  187  111.  540,  58 
Whittemore  v.  Russell,  80  Me.  297,  14  N.  E.  462,  79  A.  S.  R.  234;  Wfletoott . 
Atl.  197,  6  A.  S.  B.  200;  Rogers  v.  v.  Binford,  104  la.  645,  74  N.  W.  18, 
Rogers,  3  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  503,  20  Am.  A.  8.  B.  530;  Canedy  v.  Haskins. 
Dec.  716;  Millsaps  v.  Estes,  137  N.  C.  JL^***!:  (Mass.)  389,  *B  Ajn.  Dec. 
535,  50  S.  E.  227,  107  A.  S.  R  496,  If  ii^^S^/'.^  R  iJ^'Sk*^ 
70  L.B.A.  170;  Couisey  v.  Davis,  46  ?Va"  ^Ia^  -  a®'  , 
P«  !5f  9K  ri'a™  nJ  fiiq.  nJ^n  I^-^-A-  ^44;  Un^'s  Appeal,_86  Pa. 


R?n  ^'S  k     Si   St.  386,  27  Am.  Bep.  70Y;  WaUcr  v. 

n'  f  n  .  iri  P  sS'  Martin,  106  Tenn.  341,  61  S.  W.  73, 
586;  Oyster  v  Oyster,  100  Pa.  St  538  82  A.  S.  B.  882:  Simonton  v.  White^ 
45  Am.  Rep.  388;  Oyster  v.  Knull,  137  93  Tex.  60.  53  8.  W.  339.  77  A  S 
Pa.  St.  448,  20  Atl.  624,  21  A.  S.  R.  R.  824.  '    •     •  °- 

890;  Cruae  v.  McKee,  2  Head  (Tenn.)  10.  Doty  v.  Teller,  54  N.  J.  L.  163, 
1,  73  Am.  Dec.  186;  Hall  v.  Hall,  23  Atl.  944,  33  A.  S.  R.  670.  And  see 
84  Vt.  259,  78  AtL  971,  Ann.  Gas.  Estates,  vol.  10,  p.  660  et  seq. 
1913A  490,  33  LJt.A.(N.S.)  191;  New-  11.  Trumbull  v.  Tnunball,  149  Mass, 
man  v.  Newman,  60  W.  Va.  371,  65  200,  21  N,  E.  366,  4  L.RA..  117;  Hall 
S.  E.  377,  7  LB.A.(N.8.)  370;  Knox  v.  Hall,  84  Vt.  259,  78  Atl.  971,  Ann. 
V.  Knox,  59  Wis.  172,  18  N.  W.  155,  Cas.  1913A  490,  33  L.B.A.(N.S.)  19L 
48  Am.  Rep.  487;  Lees  v.  Hoaley,  1     18.  Daniel  v.  Whartenby,  17  Wall. 
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11.  Catting  Down  Fee  to  Life  Estate. — ^Unquestionably,  a  devise 
of  a  fee  may  be  rratricted  by  subsequent  words  in  Hie  will  and  reduced 
to  a  life  estate,"  but  if  an  estate  in  fee  is  devised  in  one  clause  of  a 
will  in  clear  and  decisive  terms,  it  cannot  be  cut  down  or  taken  away 
by  nusing  a  mere  doubt  in  some  subsequent  clause  or  by  some  other 
inference  therefrom ;  to  ^ve  such  effect,  the  words  of  the  subsequent 
clause  must  be  as  clear  and  decisive  as  are  the  words  of  the  clause 
giving  the  estate  in  fee.**  The  authorities  recognize  a  more  significani 
purpose  in  an  implication  which  tends  to  cut  down  a  larger  estate  to  a 
life  estate  where  the  remainder  thereby  passes  to  a  person  who  is  in 
the  line  of  descent  than  if  it  would  pass  to  a  stranger,  because  of  th6 
stronger  motive  which  the  testator  would  have  to  prefer  the  former 
to  the  latter  class.'*  It  has  been  held  that  "videlicet"  following  words 
of  inheritance  may  have  the  effect  of  cutting  down  a  fee  to  a  life  estate; 
for  example,  where  a  devise  ie  to  one,  "his  heirs,  viz.,  his  children," 
the  first  taker  holds  an  estate  for  life' only."  Obviously,  a  limitation 
over  upon  the  death  of  the  first  taker  is  an  indication  of  the  intention 
of  the  testator  that  the  first  taker  should  have  a  life  estate  only.^^ 

12.  Enlarging  Life  Estate  to  Fee^ — Just  as  the  devise  of  a  fee  may 
be  reduced  to  a  life  estate  by  subsequent  language  in  a  will,  so  subse- 
quent clauses  or  words  in  such  instrument  may  make  clear  the  inten- 
tion of  the  testator  that  a  fee  was  intended  to  pass  by  a  devise  which 
standing  by  itself  would  convey  merely  a  life  estate.  It  would  seem. 


639,  21  TJ.  S.  (L.  ei)  661;  TnunbTill 
V.  Trumbull,  149  Mass.  200,  21  N.  E, 
366,  4  L.R.A.  117;  Mee  v.  Gordon, 
187  N.  Y.  400,  80  N.  E.  353,  116  A. 
S.  R.  613,  10  Ann.  Cas.  172;  Findlay 
V.  Riddle,  3  Bin.  (Pa.)  139,  5  Am. 
Dec.  355;  Stump  v.  Findlay,  2  Rawle 
(Pa.)  168,  19  Am.  Dec.  632;  Tavlor 
V.  Taylor,  63  Pa.  St.  481,  3  Am.  Rep. 
565;  Parkharst  v.  Harrower,  142  Pa. 
St.  432,  21  Atl.  826,  24  A.  S.  R.  507; 
Bradlev  v.  Cartwright,  L.  R.  2  C.  P. 
511,  36  L.  J.  C.  PI.  218,  25  Eng. 
Rul.  Cas.  661;  Lees  v.  Mosley,  1  Y. 
&  C.  Eieh.  589,  41  Rev.  Rep.  348,  25 
Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  643, 

13.  Piatt  V.  Brannan,  34  Colo.  125, 
81  Pac.  755,  114  A.  S.  R.  147  and 
note;  Hill  v.  GianeUi,  221  111.  286,  77 
N.  E.  468,  112  A.  S.  R.  182;  Mee  v. 
Gordon,  187  N.  Y.  400,  80  N.  E.  353, 
116  A.  S.  R.  613,  10  Ann.  Cas.  172. 

14.  Piatt  V.  Brannan,  34  Colo.  125, 
81  Pae.  755,  114  A.  S.  R.  147;  Mans- 
field V.  Shelton,  67  Conn.  390,  35  Atl. 
271,  62  A.  S.  R.  285. 

15.  Anderson  v.  Messinger,  146  Fed. 


929,  77  C.  C.  A.  179,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
1094. 

16.  HaU  V.  Hall,  84  Vt.  259.  78  Atl. 
971,  Ann.  Caa.  1913A  490,  33  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  181  and  note. 

17.  Busby  V.  Busby,  1  Dall.  226,  1 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  Ill;  Giles  v.  Little, 
104  U.  S.  291,  26  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  745; 
Anderson  v.  Messinger,  146  Fed.  929, 
77  C.  C.  A.  179,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1094; 
Piatt  V.  Brannan,  34  Colo.  125,  81  Pac. 
755,  114  A.  S.  R.  147;  Mansfield  v. 
Shelton,  67  Conn.  390,  35  Atl.  271, 
52  A.  S.  R.  285;  Hill  v.  Gianelli,  221 
lU.  286,  77  N.  E.  458,  112  A.  S.  R. 
182;  Pate  v.  Bnahong,  161  Ind.  533, 
69  N.  E.  291,  100  A.  8.  R.  287,  63 
L.R.A.  593;  Clark  v.  Mack,  161  Mich. 
545,  126  N.  W.  632,  28  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
479;  St.  Paul  Trust  Co.  v.  Mintzer, 
65  Minn.  124,  67  N.  W.  657,  60  A. 
S.  R.  444,  32  L.R.A.  756;  Mee  v.  Gor- 
don, 187  N.  Y.  400,  80  N.  E.  353,  116 
A.  8.  R.  613,  10  Ann,  Cas.  172;  Zim- 
merman V.  Anders,  6  Watts  &  S.  (Pa.) 
218,  40  Am.  Dee.  663. 
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however,  that  the  failare  to  make  a  limitation  over  after  an  express 
life  estate,  while  a  circumstance  of  some  weight,  is  not  in  itself  suffi- 
cient to  enlarge  the  life  estate  to  a  fee;  but  it  has  been  held  that 
where  in  such  case  the  declared  purpose  of  the  testator  is  to  dispose 
of  all  his  estate,  the  devisee  takes  a  fee,  since  such  purpose  would  be 
defeated  by  construing  the  devise  to  be  a  life  estate  and  thereby  creat- 
ing an  intestacy  as  to  the  remainder.^*  The  use  of  the  word  "tene- 
ment" in  describing  the  interest  devised  will  not,  independently  of 
other  circimistances,  be  construed  to  enlarge  what  would  otherwise  be 
a  life  estate  into  a  fee.'"  So  also  it  has  be^  held  that  an  express  life 
estate  is  not  enlarged  into  a  fee  simple  by  the  use  of  the  phrase 
"whatever  may  be  left,"  in  describing  the  property  to  go  over.' 

13.  Effect  of  Power  of  Disposal  in  Life  Tenant. — ^There  are  some 
decisions  which,  reasoning  that  the  power  of  absolute  disposition  is 
the  eminent  quality  of  absolute  property,  bold  that  a  life  estate 
coupled  with  unlimited  power  of  disposition  is  equivalent  to  a  fee 
single  title.*  The  great  weight  of  authority,  however,  supports  the 
rule  that  a  life,  estate  expressly  created  will  not  be  converted  into  a 
fee,  absolute  or  qualified,  or  into  any  other  form  of  estate*  greater 
than  a  life  estate,  merely  by  reason  of  there  being  coupled  with  it  a 
power  of  disposition,  however  general  or  extensive,*  for  the  reason 


18.  Oyster  Oyster,  100  Pa.  St  LJt.A.  419;  Mansfield  v.  Shelton,  67 
538,  46  Am.  Rep.  388;  BartleU  v.  Conn.  390,  35  Atl.  271,  52  A.  S.  R. 
Fatton,  33  W.  Ya.  71,  10  S.  E.  21,  285;  Funk  v.  Eggleeton,  92  111.  515, 34 

5  L.EA.  523.  Am.  Bep.  136;  Ducker  t.  Bumham, 

19.  Silknitter'B  Appeal,  45  Pa.  St  146  lU.  9,  34  N.  E.  558,  37  A.  S.  B. 
365,  84  Am.  Dec.  494;  Canedy  v.  Jones,  135;  Skinner  v.  McDowell,  169  III.  365, 
19  S.  C.  297,  45  Am.  Rep.  777.         48  N.  E.  310,  61  A.  S.  R.  183  and 

20.  Wright  T.  Denn,  10  Wheat.  204,  note;  Dunning  t.  Vandusen,  47  Ind. 

6  U.  S.  (U  ed.)  303.  423,  17  Am.  Rep.  709;  Steiff  v.  Sei- 

1.  Bramell  v.  Cole,  136  Mo.  201,  37  bert,  128  la.  746,  105  N.  W.  328,  6 
8.  W.  924,  58  A.  S.  B.  619;  Behrens  Ii.RJL.(N.S.)  1186  and  note;  McCul- 
V.  Baumann,  66  W.  Va.  56,  66  S.  E.  lough  v.  Anderson,  90  Ky.  126,  13  S. 
5,  27  L.B.A.(N.S.)  1092.  W.  353,  7  L.R.A  836  and  note;  Stuart 

2.  Davis  V.  Ricbardaon,  10  Terg.  v.  Walker,  72  Me.  146,  39  Am.  Rep. 
(Tens.)  290,  31  Am.  Dec  581;  Meyer  311;  Chase  t.  Ladd,  153  Mass.  126, 
T.  Bamett,  60  W.  Va.  467,  66  S.  E.  26  N.  E.  429,  25  A.  S.  R.  614;  Kent 
206,  116  A.  S.  R.  894,  6  L.B.A.(N.S.)  v.  Morrison,  153  Mass.  137,  26  N.  E. 
1191  and  note;  McDonald  v.  Jarvis,  64  427,  25  A.  S.  R.  616,  10  L.R.A.  756 
W.  Va.  62,  60  S.  E.  990,  131  A.  8.  and  note;  Farlin  t.  Sanborn,  161 
R.  889.  Mich.  615,  126  N.  W.  634,  137  A.  S. 

Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916D  400.  R.  525;  In  re  OerUe,  34  Minn.  173, 

3.  Anderson  t.  Mesainger,  146  Fed.  24  N.  W.  924,  57  Am.  Bep.  48;  Bubey 
929,  77  C.  C.  A.  179,  7  L.B.A.(N.S.)  v.  Bamett,  12  Mo.  3,  49  Am.  Dec 
1094;  Archer  v.  Palmer,  112  Ark.  527,  112  and  note;  Bmnders  v.  Koppel- 
167  8.  W.  09,  Ann.  Gas.  1916B  573  mann,  68  Mo.  482,  30  Am.  Rep.  802; 
and  note;  Hardy  v.  Mayhew,  158  Cal.  Loosing  v.  Loosing,  86  Neb.  66,  122 
96,  110  Psc  113,  139  A.  S.  R.  73  N.  W.  707,  25  L.RA.(N.S.)  920;  Bar- 
and  note;  Peckham  v.  Lego,  57  Conn,  leigb  v.  Clongh,  62  N.  H.  267,  13  Am. 
653,  19  Aa  392,  14  A.  S.  R.  130,  7  Rep.  23;  Herring  t.  Williams,  153  N. 
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that  a  power  of  disposal  is  but  a  bare  authority  derived  from  the 
will  and  is  not  in  itself  an  estate.*  A  fortiori,  a  mere  authority  in 
the  devisee  to  dispose  of  the  estate  by  will,  annexed  to  the  devise  of 
an  estate  for  life,  does  not  convey  absolute  ownership.*  On  the  other 
hand,  it  appears  to  be  unquestioned  that  if  an  estate  is  devised  gener 
ally  or  indefinitely,  with  a  power  of  disposition,  it  passes  a  fee.*  In 
some  states  it  has  been  provided  by  statute  that  when  an  absolute  power 
of  disposition  is  given  to  the  owner  of  a  life  estate,  such  estate  shall  b^ 
changed  into  a  fee  absolute  as  to  the  rights  of  creditois  and  purchasers, 
but  subject  to  any  future  estates  limited  therein  in  case  the  power  shall 
not  be  executed  or  the  land  sold  for  the  satisfaction  of  debts.' 

14.  Creation  by  Implication. — ^If  a  devise  is  made  to  Ihe  testatcHr's 
heirs  after  Uie  death  of  a  person  named,  there  is  manifest  intention 
to  make  an  entire  disposition  of  the  property  which  would  be  defeated 
if  the  heirs  took  immediate  possesion,  and  therefore  the  person  at 
whose  death  the  estate  to  his  heirs  is  to  take  effect  is  held  to  take  a 
life  estate  by  implication.  But  where  the  devise  is  not  to  the  testator's 
heirs,  but  to  strangers  &t  the  death  of  a  person  named,  the  reason  for 
the  rule  fails,  and  a  life  estate  in  such  person  will  not  be  implied,  the 
heirs  taking  the  estate  during  the  life  of  the  person  named,  as  intestate 
property.  And  the  same  is  held  to  be  true  where  the  devise,  after 
the  death  of  the  person  named,  is  not  to  the  heiis  alone,  but  to  the  heirs 
and  strangers  as  joint  tenants  or  tenants  in  common.* 

m.  Rights,  Dutibs  and  Liabilitibs  ov  Life  Tenant 

15.  Relation  to  Remainderman  in  GeneraL— The  tenant  for  life  ia 
entitled  to  the  full  use  and  enjoyment  of  the  property,  the  only  rsstrio- 

C.  231,  69  S.  E.  140,  138  A.  S.  R.  Stuart  v.  Walker,  72  Me.  145,  39  Am. 
659;  Chewnii^  v.  Mason,  158  N.  C.  Rep.  311:  Farlin  v.  Sanborn,  161  Mieh. 
678,  74  S.  E.  357,  39  L.E.A.(N.S.)  615,  126  N.  W.  634,  137  A.  8.  R.  525; 
805;  Dodson  v.  Ball,  60  Pa.  St.  492,  In  re  Oertle,  34  Minn.  173,  24  N.  W. 
100  Am.  Dec.  586;  Mooy  v.  Gallagher,  924,  57  Am.  Rep.  48;  Rubey  v.  Bar- 
36  R.  I.  405,  90  Atl.  663,  Ann.  Gas.  nett,  12  Mo.  3,  49  Am.  Dec  112  and 
1916D  395  and  note,  L.R.A.1916G  not«;  Loosii^  v.  Loosing,  85  Neb.  66, 
1040.  And  see  Exbcutobt  Ihtbrbstb,  122  N.  W.  707,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  920; 
vol.  11,  p.  478  et  seq.  CheTraing      Mason,  158  N.  C.  578, 

4.  SteifE  V.  Seibert,  128  la.  746,  105  74  S.  E.  357,  39  LJB.A.(N.S.)  806. 
N.  W,  328,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1186  and     Note:  139  A.  S.  R.  89. 
note;  Chewning  v.  Masou,  158  N.  C.     And  see  Gxscutobt  Inthbests,  vol. 
678,  74  S.  E.  357,  39  L.B.A.(N.S.)  U,  p.  477. 

805  and  note.  7.  Notes:  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1199;  39 

Notes:  49  Am.  Dee.  116;  139  A.  S.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  807.  . 
B.  83.  8.  Fawlkner  v.  Fawlkner,  1  Tern. 

6.  Balls  v.  Dampman,  69  Md.  390,  22,  25  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  668  and  note; 
16  Atl.  16,  1  L.R.A.  545.  Ralph  v.  CarriA,  11  Ch.  D.  873,  43 

Note:  139  A.  S.  R.  93.  L.  J.  Ch.  801,  25  Eng.  BoL  Gas.  660 

6.  McCnUongh  v.  Andnvon,  90  Ky.  and  note. 
126,  13  S.  W.  353,  7  UB.A.  836;     Note:  10  Eng.  BnL  Cas.  833. 
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tion  upon  this  use  being  that  the  estate  of  those  who  are  to  follow  him 
in  possession  shall  not  be  permanently  diminished  in  value  by  his 
neglecting  to  do  that  which  an  ordinarily  prudent  person  would  do 
in  the  preservation  of  his  own  property,  or  by  doing  those  things 
which  are  not  necessary  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  particular  ^tate, 
and  which  have  the  effect  perman^tly  to  diminish  the  value  of  the 
future  estate.*  Because  of  this  duty  to  preserve  and  protect  the  estate 
in  remainder,  his  relation  to  the  remainderman  is  to  a  certain  extent 
a  fiduciary  one  and  has  frequently  been  termed  an  implied  or  quasi 
trusteeship."  But  there  is  no  privity  between  the  tenant  for  life  and 
the  remainderman,  and  the  tenant  cannot,  by  his  own  acts  or  admis- 
sions, defeat  or  prejudice  the  rights  of  the  remainderman,*'  nor  does 
he  represent  the  interest  of  the  remainderman  in  judicial  proceed- 
ings,*^ except  that  in  partition  proceedings  the  tenant  for  life  has 
been  held  to  represent  the  interest  of  a  contingent  remainderman  not 
in  esse.**  Where  the  tenant  for  life  of  a  leasehold  estate  secures  a 
renewal  of  the  lease  to  himself,  he  holds  it  as  trustee  for  those  entitled 
in  remainder  to  the  old  lease.** 

16.  Possession  of  Reial  Estate. — ^In  the  absence  of  a  provision  to 
the  contrary  in  the  instrument  by  which  the  estate  is  created,  the  life 
tenant  is  entitled  to  the  possession  and  use  of  real  estate,*'  and  it  has 
been  held  that  a  dev»e  of  real  estate  for  life,  with  remainder  over, 
is  always  to  be  treated  as  a  specific  devise,  of  which  the  tenant  for 
life  is  to  have  the  possession,  use  and  income  during  life.*' 

17.  Possession  of  Personal  Property;  Security. — In  order  to  pro- 
tect remaindermen,  the  early  practice  in  England  was  to  require 
security  from  the  life  tenant  before  allowing  him  to  take  possession 
of  personal  property  of  any  character  to  the  use  of  which  he  had 
become  entitled  by  bequest,*^  but  a  distinction  was  drawn  later  between 
specific  bequests  of  property  and  those  of  the  residue  of  an  estate; 

9.  Roby  V.  Newton,  121  Ga.  679,  49  L.B.A.  839 ;  Learned  v.  Ogden,  80 
S.  E.  694,  68  L.R.A.  601.  Miss.  769,  32  So.  278,  92  A.  S.  R. 

10.  Hardy  v.  Mayhew,  158  Cal.  95,  621;  Williamson  v.  Jones,  39  W.  Va. 
110  Pac.  113,  139  A.  S.  R.  73;  Smith  231,  19  S.  E.  436,  25  222. 

V.  Daniel,  2  McCord  Eq.  (S.  C.)  143,  13.  See  infra,  par.  41. 

16  Am.  Dee.  641;  Green  v.  Green,  50  14.  Note:  7  Ann.  Cas.  298. 

S.  C.  514,  27  8.  E.  952,  62  A.  S.  R.  15.  Grove  v.  YoueU,  110  Mich.  285, 

846.  68  N.  W.  132,  33  L.R.A.  297;  McDon- 

Note:  137  A.  8.  R.  653.  aid  v.  Jarvia,  64  W.  Va.  62,  60  S.  E. 

11.  Anderson  v,  Mesainger,  146  Fed.  990,  131  A.  S.  R.  889. 

929,  77  C.  C.  A.  179,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)      16.  Healey  v.  Toppan,  46  N.  H.  243, 

1094;  Gindrat  v.  Western  Ry.  of  Ala-  86  Am.  Dee.  159. 
bama,  96  Ala.  162,  11  So.  372,  19      17.  Payne  v.  Robinson,  26  App.  Cas. 

L.R.A.  839;  Pryor  v.  Winter,  147  Cal.  (D.  C.)  283,  6  Aim.  Cas.  784;  Scott 

554,  82  Pac.  202,  109  A.  S.  R.  162.  v.  Scott,  137  la.  239,  114  N.  W.  881, 

Note:  14  A.  S.  R.  632.  126  A.  S.  R.  277,  23  L.R.A. (N.S.) 

12.  Oindrat  t.  Western  Ry.  of  Ala-  716;  Rowe  v.  White,  16  N.  J.  Eq.  411, 
bama,  96  Ala.  162,  U  So.  372,  19  84  Am.  Dee.  169. 
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and  the  rule  may  now  be  regarded  as  firmly  established  that,  where 
speeiHc  articles  are  left  to  legatees  for  life,  with  remainder  over,  all 
that  is  required,  in  the  absence  of  a  showing  of  danger  of  loss  or 
waste,  is  that  an  inventory  thereof  be  indorsed  by  the  life  tenant,  with 
acknowledgment  that  these  are  held  for  life  only,  with  title  in  the 
remainderman.^^  Where  the  property  of  which  the  use  for  life  is 
bequeathed  is  money  or  its  equivalent,  or  is  the  residue  of  an  estate 
which  is  money  or  its  equivalent,  or  is  such  property  as  must  be  con- 
verted into  money,  a  different  rule  obtains.  As  such  property  may 
be  easily  lost  or  wasted,  the  general  rule,  unless  it  is  to  be  inferred 
from  the  language  of  the  will  that  the  legatee  is  to  have  possession, 
is  that  he  must  give  reasonable  security  to  preserve  the  funds  for  the 
remainderman,  or  the  money  may  go  into  the  hands  of  a  trustee,  of 
whom  a  bond  would  be  required.^'  Where,  however,  the  testator  has 
directed  that  the  life  t^ant  have  poss^ion  of  the  funds,  the  matt^ 
of  exacting  security  is  regarded  as  discretionary  with  the  court,  and 
if  the  testator  has  not  seen  fit  to  require  such  security  the  court  will 
not  require  it  unless  it  is  shown  that  there  is  danger  of  loss,  either 
because  of  the  irresponsibility  of  the  life  tenant,  his  removid  of  the 
estate  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  or  some  similar  reason, 
since  the  requirement  of  security  might  impose  on  the  life  tenant  a 
burden  which  he  could  not  discharge,  and  thus  the  intention  of  the 
testator  would  be  defeated.^**  Where  there  is  a  general  bequest  of  a 
residue  for  life  with  remainder  over,  it  has  been  held  in  a  number  of 
cases  that  the  whole  must  be  sold  and  converted  into  money,  the  pro- 
ceeds invested  in  permanent  securities,  and  the  interest  or  income 
only  is  to  be  paid  to  the  legatee  for  life.*  If  the  instrument  by  which 

18.  Payne  V.  Robinson,  26  App.  Cas.  A.  S.  R.  200;  Graham  v.  Whitridge, 
(D.  C.)  283,  6  Ann.  Cas.  784;  Scott  09  Md.  248,  57  Atl.  609,  58  Atl.  36, 
v.  Scott,  137  la.  239,  114  N.  W.  881,  66  L.R.A.  408;  Field  v.  Hitchcock,  17 
126  A.  S.  R.  277,  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  716  Pick.  (Mass.)  182,  28  Am.  Dee.  288; 
and  note;  In  re  Oertle,  34  Umn.  173,  Heal^  v.  Toppan,  45  N.  H.  243,  86 
24N.  W.  924,57Am.  Rep.48;Healey  Am.  Deo.  159. 

V.  Toppan,  45  N.  H.  243,  86  Am.  Dec.  Notes:  35  Am.  Dee.  682  ;  6  Ann. 

159;  Langley  v.  Farmington,  66  N.  H.  Cas.  787,  788. 

431,  27  Atl.  224,  49  A.  S.  R.  624;  And  see  ExEcrmutr  Ihtkbbsts,  vol. 

Rowe  V.  White,  16  N.  J.  Eq,  411,  84  11,  pp.  476,  476. 

Am.  Dec.  169;  Covenhovoi  v.  Shuler,  20.  Underwood  v.  Underwood,  162 

2  Paige  (N.  T.)  122,  21  Am.  Dec  73;  Ala.  553,  50  So.  306,  136  A.  S.  R. 

In  re  James,  146  N.  Y.  78,  40  N.  E.  61;  Scott  v.  Scott,  137  la.  239,  114 

876.  48  A.  S.  R.  774;  Smith  v.  Bar-  N.  W.  881,  126  A.  8.  R.  277,  23 

ham,  17  N.  C.  420,  25  Am.  Dee.  721.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  716  and  note;  Healev 

Note:  14  A.  S.  R.  629.  v.  Toppan,  45  N.  H.  243,  86  Am.  Dec. 

19.  Payne  v.  Robinson,  26  App.  Cas.  159 ;  Rowe  v.  White,  16  N.  J.  Eq.  411, 
(D.  C.)  283,  6  Ann.  Cas.  784  and  84  Am.  Dec.  169. 

note;  Scott  v.  Scott,  137  la.  239,  114  Note:  14  A.  S.  R.  628. 

N.  W.  881, 126  A.  S.  R.  277,  23  L.R.A.  1.  Payne  v.  Robinson,  26  App.  Gas. 

(N.S.)  716  and  note;  Whittemon  v.  (D.  C.)  283,  6  Ann.  Cas.  784;  Langley 

Rnasell,  80  Me.  297,  14  Atl.  197,  6  v.  Farmington^  66  N.  H.  431,  27  AtL 
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the  life  estate  is  created  gives  the  life  tenant  the  power  to  encroach  on 
the  principal  at  discretion^  no  security  will  be  exacted  *  IrrespectiTe  of 
the  nature  of  the  bequest,  whether  specific  or  general  or  residuary, 
the  estate  of  the  Ufe  tenant  will  not  be  answerable  to  the  remainder- 
man for  the  deterioration  of  such  lasting  articles  as  plate,  household 
furniture,  or  implements  of  husbandry,  which  may  or  may  not  be 
consumed  during  the  life  estate,  the  remainderman  taking  what 
remains  of  the  original  stock  subject  to  the  abrasion  of  time  and 
reasonable  usage.' 

18.  Income  in  General. — ^As  a  general  rule  the  life  tenant  is 
entitled  during  the  continuance  of  the  Ufe  estate  to  the  entire  income 
from  the  property,  real  or  personal,  in  which  he  has  a  life  interest, 
but  he  has  no  right  to  use  the  corpus;  *  and  he  may  even  be  deprived 
of  the  income  by  a  direction  to  that  effect  in  the  instrument  by  which 
his  estate  is  created.*  The  annual  expenses  of  collecting  and  disburs- 
ing the  income  are  proper  deductions  from  the  income  itself,*  but 
the  expense  of  conversion  and  reinvestment  of  the  capital  is  for  the 
benefit  of  both  the  remaindermen  and  the  Ufe  tenants,  and  it  has 
been  held  proper  to  apportion  them.'  It  is  the  nature,  object,  and 
result,  rather  than  the  amount  of  an  expenditure,  which  usually  de- 
termines whether  it  is  chargeable  to  a  Ufe  tenant  or  to  the  remainder- 
man. However  large,  if  properly  and  reasonably  incident  to  the 
management  of  the  esUite  in  behalf  of  the  party  entitled  to  the  accru- 
ing income,  and  not  resulting  in  a  direct  increase  of  the  principal 
fund,  nor  in  substitutions  which  vary  the  items  of  which  that  is  com- 
posed, the  charges  and  disbursements  are,  under  ordinary  droum- 
stances,  payable  from  the  income,  if  that  be  sufficient  for  the  purpoee, 
unless  it  be  otherwise  provided  by  the  instrument  creating  the  estate.* 
It  has  been  held  that  a  will  providing  that  a  life  tenant  shaU  have  the 
dividends,  rents  and  profits  of  trust  funds  gives  no  greater  right  tiian 


224,  49  A.  6.  R.  624;  Rove  v.  White,  Note:  16  L.RA.(N.S.)  483. 

16  N.  J.  Eq.  411,  84  Am.  Dee.  169;  4.  Letdier  v.  Oenaan  Nat  Bank,  1B4 
Govenhoven  v.  Shaler,  2  Paige  (N.  T.)  Ky.  24,  119  S.  W.  236,  20  Ann.  Gas. 
122, 21  Am.  Dee.  73;  Smith  v.  Barham,  815;  Bramell     Cole,  136  Ifo.  201,  37 

17  N.  C.  420,  25  Am.  Dee.  721.  S.  W.  024, 58  A.  S.  B.  619;  UeDonald 
Note:  57  Am.  Deo.  688.  v.  Jarvis,  64  W.  Ta.  62,  60  S.  E.  990, 
2.  Bcott  V.  Scott,  137  la.  239,  114  131  A  S.  B.  889. 

N.  W.  881, 12S  A.  S.  B.  277, 23  L.B.A.  Note:  14  A.  S.  B.  633. 

(N.S.)  716.  6.  Bramell  v.  Cole,  136  Uo.  201,  37 

S.  Underwood  v.  T7nderwood,  162  8.  W.  924,  68  A.  S.  B.  619. 

Ala.  553,  50  So.  305,  136  A.  S.  R.  6.  Wordin'a  Appeal,  71  Conn.  531, 

61;  Healey  v.  Toppan,  45  N.  H.  243,  42  Atl.  659,  71  A  S.  R.  219;  Hite 

86  Am.  Deo.  159;  In  re  James,  146  v.  Hite,  93  Ky.  257,  20  S.  W.  778, 

N.  T.  78,  40  K.  E.  876,  48  A.  8.  R.  40  A.  8.  B.  189,  19  L.R.A.  173. 

774;  Rankin's  Appeal,  1  Mona.  (Pa.)  7.  Hite  v.  Hite,  93  Ky.  267,  20  S. 

308, 16  AtL  32,  2  Lr.A.  429;  German  W.  778,  40  A.  8.  R.  180,  19  LJEI.A. 

V.  Oerman,  27  Pa.  St  116,  67  Am.  173. 

Dec.  451.  8.  Wordin's  Appeal,  71  Conn.  631, 
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if  it  purported  to  bequeath  the  net  iDCome  of  such  funds.*  A  mere 
authority  to  trustees  to  sell  real  estate  and  invest  the  proceeds  does 

not  convert  unproductive  land  into  personalty  as  of  the  time  of 
testator's  death  so  as  to  allow  the  life  tenant  income  from  that  time.*** 

19.  Rents. — The  rents  received  from  real  estate  during  the  existence 
of  the  life  estate  belong  to  the  life  tenant,^^  and  it  hajs  been  held  that 
a  bonus  paid  during  the  continuation  of  the  life  estate  for  the  exten- 
sion of  a  lease  also  belongs  to  the  life  tenant  as  of  the  time  it  was 
made."  At  common  law  rents  are  not  apportionable,  and  accordingly, 
in  jurisdictions  which  retain  tiie  common  law  rule,  rents  for  a  period 
which  began  before  the  creation  of  the  life  estate,  but  not  becoming 
payable  until  after  that  time,  are  income  to  which  the  tenant  is  entitled 
and  will  not  be  c^pOTtioned  between  income  and  principal.^'  And 
under  the  common  law  it  follows  that  if  the  tenant  for  life  dies  before 
the  rent  becomes  due,  his  executor  cannot  claim  an  a^^rtionment,^* 
but  this  rule  does  not  apply  to  rent  in  arrears  at  the  termination  of 
the  life  estate;  such  rent  forms  no  part  of  the  reversion  and  is  recover- 
able by  the  personal  representative  of  the  life  tenant.  The  common 
law  rule  prohibiting  apportionment  of  rents  has  been  changed  by 
statute  in  many  jurisdictions  so  as  to  permit  the  personal  representative 
of  the  life  tenant  to  recovw  a  proportion  of  the  ren^  to  the  time  the 
life  estate  terminated.  If  a  life  estate  is  expressly  devised  subject  to 
an  existing  lease,  it  has  been  held  that  the  rent  goes  to  the  remainder- 
man and  not  to  the  life  tenant.** 

20.  InterMt  on  Bonds;  Payment  of  Premiums. — The  interest  on 
bonds  or  other  debts  ia  regarded  as  accruing  from  day  to  day,  and  is 
apportionable  between  the  principal  and  income  as  of  the  time  of  the 
beginning  or  ending  of  the  life  estate.'*  With  respect  to  premiums 
paid  for  investments,  in  some  states  it  is  the  rule  that  where  funds 
held  subject  to  a  Ufe  estate  are  invested  by  the  trustee  in  bonds  having 
a  term  of  years  to  run  and  purchased  at  a  premium,  such  a  proportion- 
ate deduction  should  be  made  from  the  nominal  interest  as  will,  at 
the  maturity  of  the  bonds,  make  good  the  premium  paid,  and  thus 

42  Atl.  659.  71  A.  8.  B.  219.    See  347,  81  AtL  314,  36  L.B.A.(K.8.)  637 

infra,  par.  20.  and  note. 

9.  Boardman  v.  Mansfield,  79  Conn.  Note:  14  A.  S.  R.  633. 

634,  66  Atl.  169,  118  A.  S.  R.  178,  12.  In  re  Archambault,  232  Pa.  St. 

12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  793.  347,  81  Atl.  314,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  637. 


10.  Hite  V.  Hite,  93  Ky.  257,  20  13.  Dexter  v.  Phillips,  121  Maaa.  178, 
S.  W.  778,  40  A.  S.  B.  189, 19  Ii3.A.  23  Am.  Rep.  261. 


11.  Underwood  v.  Underwood,  162  14.  Perry  v.  Aldiieh,  IB  N.  H.  343, 

AJh.  553,  50  So.  305,  136  A.  S.  R.  38  Am.  Dec.  493. 

61  Wiggin  V.  Wiggin,  43  N.  H.  561,  15.  Watson  v.  Penn,  108  Ind.  21. 

80  Am.  Dec  192;  Noble  t.  Tyler,  61  8  N.  E.  636,  58  Am.  Rep,  26. 

Ohio  St.  432,  56  N.  E.  191,  48  L.R.A.  16.  Dexter  t.  Phillips,  121  Uaas.  178, 

735;  In  n  Archambault,  232  Pa.  St.  23  Am.  B«p.  261. 


173. 


Note:  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  637. 
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preserve  the  priDcipaJ  of'the  fund  intact,  unless  there  is  a  dear  direc- 
tion to  the  contrary  in  the  instrument  by  which  the  estate  is  created, 
the  rale  being  based  on  the  ground  that  premiums  on  the  bonds  are 
paid  to  purchase  an  increased  rate  of  interefit.^'  In  other  jurisdictions 
the  view  obtains  that  premiums  are  paid  for  the  safe^  of  the  capital 
as  well  as  to  produce  interest,  and  it  is  held  that  premiums  paid  on 
invest  nents  are  to  be  charged  to  the  principal  and  not  to  the  income, 
the  loss  therefore  falling  on  the  retnainderman.'^  But  if  the  investr 
ment  is  made  by  the  testator  or  other  creator  of  the  life  estate,  it  is 
settled  that  the  whole  interest  collected  thereon  is  to  be  treated  as 
income,  and  the  life  tenant  is  not  charged  with  the  premium."  The 
life  tenant  should  nether  be  credited  with  an  appreciation  nor  charged 
with  a  loss  in  the  mere  market  value  of  investment  securities.'* 

21.  Corporate  Dividends. — ^While  it  is  unquestioned  that  ordinary' 
dividends  declared  during  the  existence  of  a  life  estate  belong  to  the 
life  tenant,*  there  is  considerable  conflict  with  respect  to  the  disposition 
of  extraordinary  cash  or  stock  dividends  declared  during  that  period. 
According  to  the  rule  adopted  in  a  number  of  jurisdictions,  and  com- 
monly known  as  the  Massachusetts  rule,  cash  dividends  are  to  be 
regarded  as  income  passing  to  life  tenants,  while  stock  dividends  are 
to  be  treated  as  capital  inuring  to  the  benefit  of  the  remainderman.' 
An  exception  to  this  rule,  however,  is  recognized  in  the  case  of  cash 
dividend  paid  during  the  course  of  the  liquidation  of  a  corporation ; 


17.  In  re  Ho^'t,  160  N.  Y.  607,  55  R.  51,  69  L.R.A.  76;  Green  v.  BisseH, 
N.  E.  282,  46  L.R.A.  126;  New  York  79  Conn.  547,  65  Atl.  1056,  118  A.  S. 
Life  Ins.,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Baker,  165  N.  Y.  R.  156  and  note,  9  Ann.  Cas.  287,  8 
484,  59  N.  E.  257,  53  L.R.A.  544;  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1011;  Boardman  v. 
In  re  Stevens,  187  N.  Y.  471,  80  N.  E.  Mansfield,  79  Conn.  634,  66  Atl.  169, 
358,  10  Ann.  Gas.  511  and  note,  12  118  A.  S.  R.  178, 12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  793 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  814.  and  note;  Gibbons  v.  Mahon,  4  Mack- 

18.  Hite  V.  Hite,  93  Ky.  257,  20  ey  (D.  C.)  130,  54  Am.  Rep.  262; 
S.  W.  778,  40  A.  S.  R.  189,  19  LS.Ji.  Jackson  v.  Maddoz,  136  Ga.  31,  70 
173.  S.  E.  865,  Ann.  Caa.  1912B  1216  and 

Note:  10  Ann.  Cas.  516.  nole;  De  Koven  v.  Alsop,  205  III.  309, 

19.  McLouth  V.  Hunt,  154  N.  Y.  179,  68  N.  E.  930,  63  L.R.A.  587;  Blinn 
48  N.  E.  548,  39  L.R.A.  230;  In  re  v.  Gillett,  208  III.  473,  70  N.  E.  704. 
Stevens,  187  N.  Y.  471,  80  N.  E.  358,  100  A.  S.  R.  234;  Richardson  v.  Ricb- 
10  Ann.  Cas.  611  and  note,  12  L.R.A.  ardson,  75  Me.  570,  46  Am.  Rep.  428; 
(N.S.)  814.  Minot  v.  Paine,  99  Mass.  101,  96  Am. 

20.  Boardman  v.  Mansfield,  79  Conn  Dec.  705;  Rand  v.  HubBell,  115  Mass. 
634,  66  Atl.  169,  118  A.  S.  R.  178,  461,  15  Am.  Rep.  121;  Humphrey  v. 
12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  793;  In  re  Stevens,  Lang,  169  N.  C.  601,  86  S.  E.  526, 
187  N.  Y.  471,  80  N.  E.  358,  10  Ann.  L.R.A.1916B  626;  In  re  Brown,  14  R. 
Cas.  511,  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  814.  I.  371,  51  Am.  Rep.  397;  Newport 

1.  Note:  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  781.        Trust  Co.  v.  Van  Rensselaer,  32  B.  I. 

2.  Gibbons  V.  Mahon.  136  U.  S.  549,  231,  78  Atl.  1009,  36  L.E.A.(K.8.) 
10  S.  Ct.  1057,  34  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  52;3;  563  and  note. 

y-Us  V.  Britten,  64  Conn.  4,  29  Atl.      Notes:  14  A.  S.  R.  633;  16  LJLA. 
231,  24  L.R.A.  636;  Smith  v.  Dana,  462;  12  Ann.  Cas.  650. 
77  Conn.  543,  60  Atl.  117,  107  A.  S. 
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such  dividends  go  to  the  remaindermaD  even  though  they  represent 
surplus  profits.'  Where  the  stockholders  have  the  option  of  taking 
a  dividend  either  in  cash  or  in  atodc,  it  hastwoi  mled  that  as  between 
the  life  tenant  and  the  remainderman  the  dividend  must  be  regarded 
as  a  cash  dividend.^  Other  courts  have  adopted  what  is  known  as  the 
American  or  Pennsylvania  rule»  which  is  that  extraordinary  divideiul^ 
from  corporate  earnings,  whether  paid  in  cash  or  in  stock,  should  be 
^portioned  between  the  life  tenant  and  the  remainderman  in  accord- 
ance with  the  amount  thereof  accumulated  before  and  after  the  creation 
of  the  life  estate,  it  not  being  considered  impracticable  to  ascertain 
what  was  earned  before  and  what  after  the  inception  of  the  life 
tenancy.*  Some  jurisdictions  are  not  committed  as  to  the  matter  of 
apportionment,  although  recognizing  the  American  rule  in  other 
re^>ect8.'  Under  the  early  English  rule,  ordinary  cash  or  stock  divi- 
dends go  to  the  life  tenant,  while  extraordinary  dividends  are  treated 
as  belonging  to  the  corpus  and  go  to  the  remainderman,'  but  the 
rule  now  recognized  by  the  English  courts  would  seem  to  be  that  in 
the  absence  of  exceptional  drcurastances,  cash  dividends  belong  to 
tiie  life  tenant  and  stock  dividends  to  the  remainderman.*  By  courts 

8.  Bulkeley  v.  Worthington  Ecclesi-  527,  20  A.  S.  R.  894,  9  L.R.A.  421; 

asEical  Soc,  78  Conn.  526,  63  Atl.  351,  Smith's  Estate,  140  Pa.  St.  344.  21 

12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  785  and  note.  Atl.  438,  23  A.  S.  R.  237;  Pritcliett 

4.  Davis  V.  Jackson,  152  Mass.  58,  v.  Nashville  Trust  Co.,  96  Tenn.  472, 
25N.  E.  21,  23  A.  S.  R.  801;Holbrt>ok  36  S.  W.  1064,  33  L.R.A.  856; 

V.  Holbraok,  74  N.  H.  201,  66  Atl.  124,  Heaton,  89  Vt  560,  96  Atl.  21,  L.R.A. 

12  L.R.A.{N.S.)   768;  Humphrey  v.  1916D  201. 

Lang,  169  N.  C.  601,  86  S.  B.  526,  Notes:  U8  A.  S.  R.  163;  12  L.R.A. 

L.R.A.1916B  626.  (N.S.)  777;  35  L.R.A.(N.S.)  565;  12 

Note:  35  L.R.A.(N.S.)  567.  Ann.  Cas.  652;  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  1218. 

5.  De  Koven  v.  Alsop,  205  El.  309,  6.  Millen  v.  Guerrara,  67  Ga.  284, 
68  N.  E.  930,  63  L.R.A.  587  (stoting  44  Am.  Rep.  720;  Hite  v.  Hite,  93  Ky. 
thig  to  be  the  American  or  Pennsyl-  257,  20  S.  W.  778,  40  A.  S.  R.  189, 
vania  rule  but  following  tibe  rule  laid  19  L.R.A.  173 ;  Quinn  v.  Safe  Deposit, 
down  in  the  preceding  text) ;  Kalbach  etc.,  Co.,  93  Md.  285,  48  Atl.  835,  53 
V.  Clark,  133  la.  215,  110  N.  W.  599,  L.R.A.  169. 

12  Ann.  Cas.  647  and  note,  12  L.R.A.  Notes:   12   Lil.A.(N.S.)    776;  50 

(N.S.)  801  and  note;  Thomas  V.  Gregg,  L.R.A.fN.S.)  510;  12  Ann.  Cas.  653 

78  Md.  545,  28  Atl.  565,  44  A.  S.  R.  7.  Gibbons  v.  Mahon,  136  U.  S.  549, 

310;    Washington    County   Hospital  10  S.  Ct.  1057,  34  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  525; 

Ass'n  V.  Hagerstown  Trust  Co.,  124  Kalbach  v.  Clark,  133  la.  215,  110 

Md.  1,  91  Atl.  787,  L.R.A.1915A  738;  N.  W.  599,  12  Ann.  Cas.  647  and  note. 

Van  Doren  v.  Olden,  19  N.  J.  Eq.  176,  12  L.U.A.(N.S.)  801  and  note. 

97  Am.  Dec.  650;  McLouth  v.  Hunt,  Note:  118  A.  S.  R.  1G7. 

154  N.  Y.  179,  48  N.  E.  548,  39  I  R.A.  8.  In  re  Osborne,  209  N.  Y.  450,  103 

230 ;  In  re  Osborne,  209  N.  Y.  450, 103  N.  E.  723,  823,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  298 

N.  E.  723,  823,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  298  and  note,  50  L.R.A.{N.S.)  510;  Wil- 

and  note,  50  L.R.A.(N.S.)  510  and  herding  v.  Miller,  88  Ohio  St.  60D,  106 

note;  Wilberding  v.  Miller,  88  Ohio  St.  N.  E.  665,  L.R.A.1916A  718.   And  see 

609,  106  N.  E.  665,  L.R.A.1916A  718;  De  Koven  v.  Alsop,  205  111.  309,  68 

Tn  re  Oliver,  136  Pa.  St.  43,  20  AtL  N.  E.  930,  63  L.B.A.  687. 
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adhering  to  the  rule  favoring  the  life  tenant,  it  has  been  held  that 
stock  dividends  presumptively  belong  to  the  life  tenant,  since  they 
must  be  assumed,  in  the  absence  of  proof  to  the  contrary,  to  have  been 
divided  as  profits.*  Until  a  dividend  has  been  declared,  it  is  settled 
by  the  great  weight  of  authority  that  any  enhancement  in  value  of 
the  stock  by  reason  of  the  withholding  of  earnings  inures  entirely 
to  the  benefit  of  the  corpus,  and  the  life  tenant  derives  no  advantage 
therefrom;  but  in  an  early  case  it  was  held  that  a  dividend  declared 
shortly  after  the  life  tenant's  death  should  be  apportioned  between  the 
remainderman  and  the  executor  of  the  life  tenant.^^  The  value  of 
an  option  extended  to  stockholders  to  subscribe  to  new  stock  is  gen- 
erally held  to  belong  to  the  corpus,  and  not  to.  the  income,'*  although 
the  contrary  view  is  taken  by  some  authorities.'*  Whatever  rule  is 
adopted  with  re^>ect  to  dividends  from  corporate  earnings,  it  ia  settled 
that  if  a  so-called  stock  dividend  represents  the  corporate  capital — 
that  is,  r^resents  nothing  but  the  natural  growth  or  increase  in  the 
value  of  the  permanent  property,  or  a  reduction  of  the  capital,  so  that 
there  is  merely  a  change  in  the  form  of  ownership — su<^  stock  goes 
to  the  remainderman.'* 

22.  Increase  in  Value  of  Estate. — Any  increase  in  the  value  of 
the  principal  fund  during  the  existence  of  the  life  estate  is  as  a  rule 
the  property  of  the  remainderman  and  not  of  the  life  tenant  Thus, 
an  increase  in  the  value  of  securities  while  in  the  hands  of  the  life 
tenant  belongs  to  ihe  remainderman,'*  as  does  also  a  profit  made  by 


9.  Kalbaeh  v.  Clark,  133  la.  215, 110  24  Ail.  524,  16  L.R.A.  461;  Kalbach 
N.  W.  599,  12  Ann.  Cas.  647  and  note,  v.  Clark,  133  la.  215,  110  N.  W.  599, 
12  L.B.A.(N.S.)  801  and  note.  12  Ann.  Cas.  647  and  note,  12  L.R.A. 

Note:  12  L.B.A.(N.S.)  770.  (N.S.)  801  and  note;  Hite  v.  Hite,  93 

10.  Gibbons  V.  Mahon,  136  U.  S.  549,  Ky.  257,  20  S.  W.  778,  40  A.  S.  R. 
10  S.  Ct.  1057,  34  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  525;  189,  19  L.R.A.  173;  Holbrook  t.  Hol- 
Boardman  v.  Mansfield,  79  Conn.  634*  brook,  74  N.  H.  201,  66  Atl.  124,  12 
66  Atl.  169,  118  A.  8.  E.  178,  12  L.R.A.{N.S.)  768  and  note;  In  re 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  793.  Stevens,  187  N.  Y.  471,  80  N.  B.  358, 

Notes:  12  L.B.A.(N.8.)  770;  LJI.A.  10  Ann.  Cas.  511,  12  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
1915C  851.  814;  In  re  Osborne,  209  N.  Y.  450, 

11.  Ex  parte  Rutledge,  Harp.  Eq.  103  N.  E.  723,  823,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A 
(S.  C.)  65,  14  Am.  Dec  696.  298,  50  L.R.A.(N.S.)  510  and  note; 

12.  Brinley  v.  Grow,  50  Conn.  66,  Moss'  Appeal,  83  Pa.  St.  264,  24  Am. 
47  Am.  Rep.  618;  Boardman  v.  Mans-  Rep.  164;  Winton's  Appeal,  99  Pa. 
field.  79  Conn.  634,  66  Atl.  169, 118  A.  St.  434,  44  Am.  Rep.  116;  Pabst  v. 
S.  R.  178,  12  L.U.A.(N.S.)  793;  De  Goodrich,  133  Wis.  43, 113  N.  W.  398, 
Koven  V.  AIsop,  205  III.  309,  68  N.  E.  14  Ann.  Cas.  824. 

930,  63  LJI.A.  587;  Hite  v.  Hite,  93      Note:  14  A.  S.  R.  633. 
Ky.  257,  20  S.  W.  778,  40  A.  S.  B.     15.  Letcher   v.    German  National 
189,  19  L.R.A.  173.   .  Bank,  134  Ky.  24,  119  S.  W.  236,  20 

Notes:  16  L.R.A.  464  ;  35  L.R.A.  Ann.  Cas.  815;  Bains  v.  Globe  Bank, 
(N.S.)  572;  50  L.B.A.(N.S.)  517.       etc.,  Co.,  136  Ky.  332,  124  S.  W.  343, 

13.  Wiltbank'a  Appeal,  64  Pa.  St  136  A.  S.  R.  263. 

256,  3  Am.  Rep.  685.  NoU:  L.B.Aa915C  861, 

14.  Spooner  v.  Phillips,  62  Conn.  62, 
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the  purchase  and  sale  of  securitiee,**  and  the  same  is  true  of  an  increase 
in  tiie  value  of  real  estate.  On  the  other  hand,  an  increase  in  the 
general  personal  property  upon  a  farm  during  a  life  tenancy  is  re- 
garded as  income  and  belongs  to  the  Ufe  tenant;^'  so  also,  in  the 
absence  of  an  intention  to  the  contrary  in  the  instrument  creating 
the  tenancy,  a  life  tenant  is  entitied  to  the  increase  from  live  stock.^^ 
An  increase  of  slaves  has,  however,  been  held  to  belong  to  the  remain- 
derman upon  the  termination  of  the  life  estate,  the  distinction  being 
based  upon  humanitarian  reasons.^*  In  the  case  of  a  business  the 
life  tenant  is  entided  to  the  pr(^t8  of  the  business  generally,  and  any 
increase  resulting  from  an  invesbnent  of  the  profits  which  he  makes 
over  the  value  of  the  business  as  it  was  at  the  commencement  of  the 
tenancy  is  his;  and  hence  it  has  been  ruled  that  the  estate  of  a  life 
tenant  is  mtitled  to  the  difference  in  value  of  the  business  at  the 
time  he  receives  possession  and  at  the  time  of  his  death.*"  It  would 
seem,  however,  that  where  the  increased  value  results  not  from  earn- 
ings, but  from  increase  in  value  of  t^e  corpus,  it  belongs  to  the 
remainderman.' 

23.  Right  to  Eftovers  and  Emblements. — ^Every  tenant  for  life  is 
entitled,  of  common  right,  to  take  reasonable  estovers — that  is,  wood 
from  off  the  land  for  fuel,  fences,  agricultural  erections  and  other 
necessary  improvements;'  and  he  may  cut  timber  for  purposes  re- 
quired in  the  reasonable  cultivation  of  the  premises.'  But,  under  the 
pretense  of  estovers,  the  tenant  must  not  destroy  the  timber,  or  do 
any  other  permanent  injury  to  the  inheritance,*  and  to  cut  wood  for 

16.  Boardman  v.  Ifansfleld,  79  Conn.  Learned  t.  Ogden,  80  Hiss.  769,  32 
634,  66  AU.  169,  118  A.  S.  B.  178, 12  So.  278,  92  A.  8.  R.  621;  HUes  v. 


18.  Lewis  T.  Davis,  3  Mo.  133,  23  Brownson,  7  Johns.  (N.  T.)  227,  6 
Am.  Deo.  698;  S&nndera  v.  Haugbton,  Am.  Dee.  258;  Dodd  v.  Watson,  57 
43  N.  C.  217,  57  Am.  Dee.  581.  N.  C.  48,  72  Am.  Dee.  577;  Rankin's 

Notce:  14  A.  S.  R.  633;  17  LJt.A.  Appeal,  1  Mona.  (Pa.)  308,  16  Atl. 
81:  L.R.AJdl5C  849.  32,  2  LJtJl.  429;  Johnson  v.  Johnson, 

19.  Smith  V.  Burham,  17  N.  C.  420,  2  HiU  Eq.  (S.  G.)  277,  29  Am.  Deo. 
26  Am.  Dee.  721;  Saunders  v.  Eaugfa-  72;  Findlay  v.  Smith,  6  Mnnf.  (Va.) 
ton,  43  N.  C.  217.  57  Am.  Deo.  681.     134,  8  Am.  Deo.  733. 

Note:  L.R.A.1915C  849.  3.  Lynn's  Appeal,  31  Pa.  St  44,  72 

80.  Rnppert  v.  HcArdle,  ^  App.  Am.  Dec  721. 
Gas.  (D.  C.)  392,  Ann.  Gas.  1916B     4.  Calvert  v.  Kce,  91  Ky.  533,  16 
126  and  note,  L.R.A.1915G  846  and  S.  W.  361,  34  A.  S.  R.  240;  Glark  v. 
note.  Holden,  7  Oray  (Haas.)  8,  66  Am. 

1.  Note:  L.RJl.igi&C  848.  Dec.  450;  Hiles  v.  Miles,  32  N.  H.  147, 

2.  Calvert  v.  Rice,  91  Ey.  633,  16  64  Am.  Dec.  362;  Jackson  v.  Brown- 
8.  W.  351,  34  A.  S.  B.  240;  Stone-  son,  7  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  227,  6  Am.  Dec. 
broker  v.  Zollickoffer,  52  Md.  164,  36  258;  Johnson  v.  Johnson,  2  Hill  Eq. 
Am.  Rep.  364;  Glark  v.  Holden,  7  (S.  G.)  277,  29  Am.  Deo.  72. 

dray  (Mass.)  8,  66  Am.  Dec.  460; 
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Note:  L.R.A.1916G  863. 
17.  Note:  L.R.A.1916G  847. 


MUes,  32  N.  H.  147,  64  Am.  Dee.  362 
and  note;  Webster  v.  Webster,  33  N. 
H.  18,  66  Am.  Dee.  706;  Jackson  v. 
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purposes  of  sale  is  waste.*  Where  timber  which  has  been  blown  down 
or  severed  by  accidental  cause  is  sold,  the  life  tenant  is  entitled  to 
interest  on  ihe  fund,  the  principal  belonging  to  the  reraainderman 
or  reversioner.*  The  legal  representatives  of  a  life  tenant  are  entitled 
to  emblements,  or  the  profits  of  the  growing  crops,  in  ca^ie  the  estate 
determines  by  his  death,  before  the  produce  can  be  gathered,^  even 
though  he  was  in  failing  health  at  die  time  the  crops  were  planted 
ajnd  did  not  expect  to  live  until  the  harvest,  the  purpose  of  the  rule 
being  to  promote  the  proper  cultivation  of  the  land.*  So  also  Uie 
lessee  of  a  life  tenant  whose  term  is  ended  by  the  death  of  his  landlord 
is  entitled  to  harvest  crops  previously  planted  by  him.' 

24.  Hiseral  Rights. — ^With  respect  to  the  rights  of  a  life  tenant  in 
minerals  under  the  surface,  a  distinction  is  made  between  the  opera- 
tion of  mines  which  have  been  opened  and  those  which  have  not 
)>een  opened  at  the  inception  of  the  life  tenancy.  It  is  well  settled  that 
n  life  tenant  has  no  interest  in  and  no  right  to  open  and  work  unopened 
mines,  on  the  ground  that  snch  action  would  be  a  lasting  injury  to 
the  inheritance.'®  Nor  can  he  give  such  right  to  another  by  lease, 
and  if  he  attempts  to  do  so,  he  cannot  enforce  the  covenants  of  the 
lease.''  So,  if  a  mine  has  been  opened  and  then  definitely  abandoned 
by  the  owner  of  the  fee  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  life  tenancy, 
it  would  seem  that  the  life  tenant  has  no  right  to  renew  operations." 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  equally  well  settled  that  a  tenant  for  life  may 
continue  to  work  mines  that  were  open  when  the  tenancy  commenced, 
and  in  doing  so  may  construct  new  approaches,  and  may  even  work 
the  mine  to  exhaustion.^'  The  mle  is  baaed  on  the  theory  that  in 

5.  Learned  v.  Ogden,  80  Miss.  769,  1108  and  note;  Rupel  t.  Ohio  Oil  Co., 
32  So.  278,  92  A.  S.  R.  621;  Webster  176  Ind.  4,  95  N.  E.  225,  Ann.  Cas. 
V.  Webster,  33  N.  H.  18,  66  Am.  Dec.  1913E  836  and  note;  Qerkins  v.  Ken- 
705;  Clemence  v.  Steere,  1  R.  I.  272,  tueky  Salt  Co.,  100  Ky.  734,  39  S.  W. 
53  Am.  Dec.  621.  444,  66  A.  S.  R.  370;  Barnes  v.  Keys, 

6.  Stonebrafcer   v.   Zollickoffer,   62  36  Okla.  6,  127  Pac.  261,  Ann.  Cas. 


7.  Noble  V.  Tyler,  61  Ohio  St.  432,  178;  Marshall  v.  Mellon,  179  Pa.  Si. 
56  N.  E.  191.  48  L.R.A.  735;  Rankin's  371,  36  Atl.  201,  57  A.  S.  R.  601,  36 
Apperi,  1  Mona.  (Pa.)  308,  16  Atl.  L.R.A.  816;  Swayne  v.  Long  Acre  Oil 


Notes:  64  Am.  Dec.  369;  14  A.  S.  Cas.  1117  and  note,  69  L.R.A.  986; 

R.  631.  Williamson  v.  Jones,  39  W.  Va.  231, 

8.  Bradley  v.  Bailey,  66  Conn.  374,  19  S.  E.  436,  25  L.R.A.  222;  Wilaon 
15  Atl.  746,  7  A.  8.  R.  316,  1  L.R.A.  v.  Youst,  43  W.  Va.  826,  28  8.  B.  781, 
427.  39  L.R.A.  292. 

9.  Bradley  v.  Bailey,  56  Conn.  374,  Note:  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1101. 

15  Atl.  746,  7  A.  S.  R.  316,  1  L.R.A.  11.  Marshall  v.  Mellon,  179  Pa.  St. 

427;  Noble  v.  Tyler,  61  Ohio  St.  432,  371,  36  Atl.  201,  57  A.  8.  R.  601,  35 

56  N.  E.  191,  48  L.R.A.  735.   And  see  L.R.A.  816. 

Crops,  vol.  8,  p.  365,  366.  12.  Notes:  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1103; 

10.  Ohio  Oil  Co.  v.  Danghetee,  240  8  Ann.  Cas.  1122. 

III.  361,  SR  N.  E.  818,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  18.  Barnes  v.  Keys,  36  Okla.  6,  127 
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1915A  515  and  note,  46  L.R.A.{N.S.) 


32,  2  L.R.A.  429. 
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4uch  cases  mining  is  a  mere  mode  of  use  and  enjoyment,  and  to  extiaut 
minerals  from  an  open  mine  is  but  to  take  the  accruing  profits  of 
the  land.'*  The  rents  derived  from  the  lease  of  an  open  mine  are 
income  to  which  the  life  tenant  is  entitled/*  and  where  the  right  to 
operate  unopened  mines  is  given  hy  lease  executed  by  the  life  tenant 
with  the  consent  and  joinder  of  the  remainderman  it  has  been  held 
that  the  life  tenant  is  entitled  to  have  the  rental  or  royalties  invested 
and  the  income  therefrom  paid  to  him  for  life.'*  The  foregoing  prin- 
ciples apply  to  oil  and  gas  found  in  the  land  as  well  as  to  the  solid 
minerals." 

23.  Compensation  for  Improvements. — ^It  is  the  general  rule  that 
a  life  tenant  is  not  entitled  to  compensation  from  the  remainderman 
for  the  enhancement  of  the  property  by  reason  of  his  improvementa," 
nor  can  a  charge  upon  the  lands  or  the  inheritance  be  made  for  such 
improvements/*  it  being  generally  held  that  a  life  tenant  does  not 
come  within  the  purview  of  the  betterment  or  occupying  diumant's 
acts.***  The  reasons  for  this  rule  are  that  the  life  tenant  should  not 
be  permitted  to  consume  the  interest  of  the  remainderman  by  making 
improvements  that  the  remainderman  cannot  pay  for,  or  that  he 

Pae.  261,  Ann.  Gas.  1915A  615,  46  A.  S.  B.  370;  Swayne  v.  Long  Acre 

L.R^.(N.S.)  178}  Lynne's  Appeal,  31  OU  Co.,  98  Tex.  597,  86  S.  W.  740,  8 

Pa.  St.  44,  72  Am.  Deo.  721;  Ronkiii's  Ann.  C&s.  1117,  69  UELA.  986;  Wilson 

Appeal,  1  Mona.  (Pa.)  308,  16  Atl.  v.  Yonst,  43  W.  Ya.  826,  28  S.  E.  781, 

32, 2  hM.A.  429;  Swayne  v.  Long  Acre  39  L.R.A.  292.  And  see  0AB,  voL  12, 

OU  Co.,  98  Tei.  597,  86  S.  W.  740,  p.  869. 

8  Ann.  Cas.  1117  and  note,  69  L.R.A.     18.  Sparks  v.  Ball,  91  Ky.  502,  16 

986;  Williamson  y.  Jones,  39  W.  Va.  S.  W.  272,  34  A.  S.  B.  236;  Frederick 

231, 19  S.  E.  436,  25  L.R.A.  222;  Koea  v.  Frederick,  102  S.  W.  858,  31  Ky.  L. 

V.  Bartlett,  41  W.  Va.  559,  23  8.  E.  Rep.  583,  13  L.B.A.(N.S.)  514  and 

604,  56  A.  S.  R.  884,  31  L.R.A.  128.  note;  Porter  v.  Osmun,  135  Mich.  361, 

Notes:  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1102;  Ann.  97  N.  W.  756,  98  N.  W.  859,  3  Ann. 

Cas.  1913E  839.  Cas.  687  and  note;  Missouri  Central 

14.  Note :  8  Ann.  Cas.  1121.  Building,  etc.,  Ass'n  v.  Eveler,  237  Mo. 

15.  Rankin's  Appeal,  1  Mona.  (Pa.)  679,  141  S.  W.  877,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A 
308,  16  At!.  32,  2  L.R.A.  429;  Koen  486  and  note;  Thurston  v.  Dickinson, 
V.  Bartlett,  41  W.  Va.  559,  23  S.  E.  2  Rich.  Eq.  (S.  C.)  317,  46  Am.  Dee. 
664,  56  A.  S.  R.  884,  31  L.R.A.  128.  56;  Jones  v.  Shuflflin,  45  W.  Va.  729, 

Notes;  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1105;  Ann.  31      g.  975,  72  A.  S.  R.  848. 
Cm  1015 a  518.  Note:  32  L.R.A.  746. 

16.  Bam«  v.  Keys,  36  Okla.  6,  127  Frederick  v.  Frederick,  102  S. 

V  nTm  «\  ?iu  \v^  ^-  858,  31  Ky.  L.  Rep.  583, 13  L.R.A. 
note,  45  L.R.A.{N.S.)  17b;  Wilson  v.  -„  o  \  k-ia  a  i  nir-  ■  j-t  i_  1 
Yon^t,  43  W.  Va.  826,  28  S.  E.  781,  4^:®  ?  514  "id  note;  ILssoun  Central 
on  T  f>  A   292  Building,  etc.,  Ass  n  v.  Eveler,  237  Mo. 

17.  '  6hio  OU  Co.  V.  Daughetee,  240  679,  !«  S.  W.  877,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A 
ni.  361,  88  N.  E.  818,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  *86  and  note;  Thurston  v.  Dickinson, 
1108  and  note;  Rupel  v.  Ohio  Oil  Co.,  2  Rich.  Bq.  (S.  C.)  317,  46  Am.  Dec. 
176  Ind.  4,  95  N.  B.  225,  Ann.  Cas.  56. 

1913E  836;  Gerkins  t.  Kentucky  Salt  20.  Sparks  v.  Ball,  91  Ky.  502,  16 
Co.,  100  Ky.  734,  39  S.  W.  444,  66  S.  W.  272,  34  A.  S.  R.  236. 
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does  not  denn/and  also  that  improvements  are  made  for  the  umnedi- 
ate  benefit  of  the  life  estate,  and  usually  wi&out  reference  to  the 
wishes  of  the  remainderman.'  Mere  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the 
remainderman  that  improvements  are  being  made  and  passive  acqui- 
escence therein  are  not  sufficient  to  charge  him  with  the  cost  thereof.* 
An  exception  has  been  made  where  the  life  tenant  is  an  infant,  and 
the  income  from  the  property  is  by  order  of  tiie  court  invested  in 
permanent  improvements.*  Ordinarily,  a  third  person  claiming  under 
the  life  tenant  is  entitled  to  no  greater  rights  than  the  life  tenan'. 
himself,*  but  some  courts,  applying  equitable  principles,  have  allowed 
recovery  where  improvements  have  been  made  by  a  person  who,  al- 
though in  fact  holding  under  a  life  tenant,  b^eved  himself  to  be 
the  owner  of  the  fee.' 

26.  Liability  for  Taxes. — As  between  a  remainderman  and  a  life 
tenant  in  possession,  the  latter,  since  he  enjoys  the  rents  and  profits 
of  the  land,  must  pay  the  taxes,  and  the  remainderman,  in  the  absence 
of  some  agreement  or  controlling  equity,  is  under  no  obligation  to 
do  so.*  It  follows  that  it  is  the  duty  of  one  succeeding  to  the  estate  of 
the  life  tenant  by  purchase  to  pay  the  taxes  on  the  property,  and  he 
cannot  by  payment  acquire  any  adverse  rights  against  the  remainder 


1.  Porter  T.  Osman,  135  ICioh.  361,  White,  133  Ind.  614»  33  N.  E.  361,  19 
97  N.  W.  766,  98  N.  W.  859,  3  Ann.  L.R.A.  581;  Crawford  t.  Ueia,  123  la. 
Cas.  687  and  note.  610,  99  N.  W.  186,  101  A.  S.  B.  337, 

Note:  13  LJt.A.(N.S.)  614.  66  LuBjL  154;  Cedar  Rapids  First 

2.  Note:  3  Ann.  Cas.  690.  Congregational  Cfanrcb  t.  Tenry,  130 
S.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  489.  la.  513,  107  N.  W.  305, 114  A.  S.  R. 

4.  Frederick  t.  Frederick,  102  S,  W.  443  and  note;  Jinkiaway  Ford,  93 
858,  31  Ky.  L.  Rep.  583,  13  L.R.A.  Kan.  797,  146  Pae.  885,  Ann.  Cas. 
(N.S.)  514  and  note;  Missonri  Central  1916D  321,  L.RJ1.1915E  343  and  note; 
Bnilding,  etc.,  Aas'n  t.  Eveler,  237  Preaeott  t.  Grimoe,  143  Ky.  191,  136 
Mo.  679,  141  S.  W.  877,  Ann.  Cas.  S.  W.  206, 33  L.B.A.(N.S.)  669;  Roche 
1913A  486  and  note.  v.  Waters,  72  Md.  264,  19  AU.  535,  7 

Note:  3  Ann.  Cas.  690.  L.R.A.  533;  Defreese  v.  Lake,  109 

5.  Not«s:  13  L.B.A.(N.S.)  614;  3  Mich.  415,  67  N.  W.  505,  63  A.  3.  R. 
Ann.  Cas.  691.  584,  32  L.R.A.  744;  Heilwig  v.  Nyheck, 

For  the  general  principles  relating  179  Mich.  292,  146  N.  W.  141,  Ann. 

to  the  right  to  recover  for  improve-  Cas.  1915D  356;  St.  Paul  Trost  Co.  t. 

meats,  see  Iupbovsuehts,  voL  14,  p.  Mintzer,  66  Minn.  124,  67  N.  W.  657. 

17  et  seq.  60  A.  S.  R.  444,  32  L.R.A.  756;  Aber- 

For  the  right  tfi  remove  fixtiires,  see  netby  v.  Orton,  42  Ore.  437,  71  Pae. 

FiXTDBBS,  vol  11,  pp.  1069,  1070.  327,  95  A.  S.  R.  774;  Greene  v.  Greene, 

6.  Troy  v.  Protestant  Episcopal  19  E.  I.  619,  35  Atl.  1042,  35  L.R.A. 
Church,  174  Ala.  380,  56  So.  982,  Ann.  790;  Ruggles  v.  Tyson,  104  Wis.  5O0, 
Cas.  1914B  815;  Wilson  v.  Linder,  21  79  N.  W.  766,  81  N.  W.  367,  48  L.R.A. 
Idaho  576,  123  Pac,  487,  Ann.  Cas.  809;  Lueft  v.  Lueft,  129  Wis.  534,  109 
1913E  148,  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  242;  Hus-  N.  W.  652,  9  Ann.  Cas.  639,  7  L.R,A. 
ton  V.  Tribbette,  171  111.  547,  49  N.  E.  'N.S.)  263;  Niland  v.  Niland,  154  Wis. 
711,  63  A.  S.  R.  275;  Nelson  v.  David-  514,  143  N.  W.  170,  Ann.  Cas.  1916B 
son,  160  III.  254,  43  N.  E.  361,  52  A.  1127. 

S.  R.  338,  31  L.R.A.  325;  Wilson  v.  Note:  32  L.R.A.  805. 
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man;  but  such  duty  and  obligation  do  not  rest  on  a  mere  lessee 
from  the  life  tenant  who  pays  his  annual  rent  for  the  land  to  the  life 
tenant,  and  acquires  no  other  profit  or  benefit  from  the  lands  on 
account  of  which  a  duty  arises  to  defray  taxes  and  assessments.'  It 
has  been  held  that  equity  may  take  jurisdiction  to  protect  a  life  estate 
and  remainder  which  is  Hable  to  be  lost  through  inability  of  the  Hfe 
tenant  to  pay  the  taxes  and  may  if  necessary  order  the  sale  of  the 
land,'  or,  if  the  rents  are  sufficient  to  pay  the  taxes,  may  appoint  a 
receiTer  to  collect  rente  suffidrat  in  amount  to  discharge  the  tenant's 
liabilities,*  or  may  entertain  a  suit  to  cmnpri  the  tenant  to  rdmboise 
the  remainderman  for  expenditures  made  in  paying  such  taxes.'* 
Where  money  is  expended  from  the  income  of  an  estate  to  pay  the 
taxes  upon  unproductive  real  estate  and  the  property  subsequently 
is  sold,  the  money  eiqtended  should  be  refunded  to  the  liJfe  tenant  from 
the  proceeds  of  the  sale.^^  Obviously,  the  creator  of  the  life  estate 
can  relieve  the  life  tenant  from  the  obligation  to  pay  taxes,  and  it  has 
been  ruled  that  such  is  the  effect  of  a  direction  to  pay  the  income  to 
a  legatee  for  life  "to  be  used  and  enjoyed  Ic^  her  as  her  absolute 
property." 

27.  Purchase  at  Tax  Sale. — With  the  duty  to  pay  the  taxes  resting 
upon  him,  it  follows  that  the  life  tenant  cannot  take  advantage  of 
his  own  wrong  and  cut  out  or  destroy  the  estate  of  the  remainderman 
in  the  property  by  permitting  it  to  be  A>Id  for  taxes  and  taking  to 
himself  the  title  thus  accruing,  and  accordingly  a  purchase  by  a  life 
tenant  of  a  tax  title,  either  directiy  or  indirectly,  amounts  merely 
to  a  redemption  from  the  tax  sale,  and  restores  not  only  his  own 
rights  but  those  of  the  remainderman.'*  And  while  a  second  life 
tenant,  during  the  tenancy  of  his  predecessor,  is  under  no  obligation 
to  pay  the  taxes,  he  cannot  defeat  the  remainderman  by  purchasing 
the  premises  at  a  sale  for  delinquent  taaces^  as  otherwise  two  life 

7.  Wilson  T.  Linder,  21  Idaho  676,  12.  Wilson  v.  White,  133  Ind.  614, 
123  Pac.  487,  Ann.  Caa.  1913E  148,  42  33  N.  E.  361, 19  L.R.A.  581. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  242.  18.  Hanna  v.  Palmer,  194  HI.  41, 

8.  Gavin  v.  Curtin,  171  lU.  640,  4ft  61  N.  E.  1051,  56  L.R.A.  93;  Crawford 
N.  E.  523,  40  L.R.A.  776;  Rngglee  v.  v.  Meis,  123  la.  610,  99  N.  W.  186, 101 
Tyson,  104  Wis.  500,  79  N.  W.  766,  81  A.  8.  R.  337,  66  LJI.A  154;  Cedar 
N.  W.  367,  48  L.RA.  809.  Rapids  First  Congregational  Church 

9.  St.  Paul  Trust  Co.  v.  Mintaer,  v.  Terry,  130  la.  613,  107  N.  W.  305, 
66  Minn.  124,  67  N.  W.  667,  60  A.  S.  114  A.  S.  R.  443  and  note;  Defreeae  v. 
R.  444,  32  L.R.A  756;  Abemethy  v.  Lake,  109  Mich.  416,  67  N.  W.  505,  63 
Orton,  42  Or«.  487,  71  Pae.  327,  9S  A.  S.  R.  684,  32  L.R.A.  744  and  note; 
A.  S.  R.  774.  Allen  v.  De  Groodt,  98  Mo.  159,  11  S. 

Note:  114  A.  S.  R.  461.  W.  240,  14  A.  S.  E.  626;  Callihan  v. 

10.  Abemethy  t.  Orton,  42  Ore.  437,  RusseU,  66  W.  Va.  624,  66  S.  E.  696, 
71  Pac.  327,  95  A.  S.  R.  774.  26  L.R.A.(N.8.)  1176. 

11.  Hite  V.  Hite,  93  Ky.  257,  20  S.  Notes:  137  A.  S.  B.  669  ;  32  UBA. 
W.  778,  40  A.  S.  R.  189,  Id  LJtjL  80& 

173. 
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tenants,  by  collusion,  could  destroy  the  remainder.**  So  also  it  has 
been  ruled  that  the  wife  of  the  life  tenemt  occupying  tiie  premises  with 
her  husband  cannot  obtain  a  valid  tax  title  to  the  property  as  against 
her  husband  or  agaj^st  those  to  whom  he  owes  the  duty  to  keep  down 
the  tajces.**  The  fact  t^at  the  tenant  allowed  the  premises  to  be  sold, 
and  afterwards  acquired  the  tax  title  based  upon  such  sale,  is  evidence 
of  bad  faith  on  his  part.**  A  remainderman  not  in  possession,  and 
having  no  right  to  the  occupancy  or  use  of  the  land,  may  purchase 
and  hold  a  tax  title  thereon  under  a  sale  for  delinquent  taxes  which 
the  life  tenant  ought  to  have  paid.*'  But  there  are  decisions  to  the 
^  effect  that  where,  after  a  sale  for  delinquent  taxes,  t^e  remainderman 
radeems  the  land,  the  redemption  is  of  the  estate  as  a  whole  and 
inures  to  the  benefit  of  the  life  tenant.**  With  respect  to  the  effect 
of  a  tax  sale  upon  the  interest  of  the  remainderman,  there  would  seem 
to  be  two  distinct  rules.  Under  the  statutes  of  some  states  it  is  held 
that  a  sale  for  nonpayment  of  taxes  is  a  sale  of  the  land  itself,  and 
not  of  the  particular  title  or  interest  of  the  person  to  whom  the  taxes 
are  assessed,  and  therefore  a  tax  sale  extinguishes  all  prior  titles  of 
whatever  kind  or  nature.**  Under  this  rule,  where  land  is  sold  for 
nonpayment  of  taxes,  i^e  remedy  of  the  remainderman  is  against 
the  life  tenant  and  not  against  the  purchaser;  an  action  on  the  case 
for  damages  will  lie  against  the  life  tenant.*®  In  other  jurisdictions  it 
is  the  rule  that  only  the  estate  of  the  occupier  or  owner  at  the  time 
is  affected  by  the  sale,  and  where  this  rule  is  followed,  it  has  been 
held  that  a  remainderman  who  officiously  pays  taxes  assessed  to  a  life 
tenant,  the  remainder  not  being  liable  therefor,  is  not  entitled  to 
be  sul^tituted  to  the  state's  lien  on  the  life  estate  for  the  amount  so 
paid.* 

28.  Liability  for  Municipal  Assessments  for  Public  ImproTements. — 
Where  public  improvements  are  made  by  the  municipality,  the  liabil- 
ity for  the  assessment  therefor,  as  between  life  tenant  and  remainder* 

man,  is  usually  held  to  depend  upon  the  character  of  the  improvement, 
whether  permanent  or  temporary,  and,  according  to  the  great  weight 

14.  Defnese  v.  Lake,  109  Mieh.  415,  '  18.  Callihan  v.  BnaseU,  66  W.  Va. 
67  N.  W.  605,  63  A.  S.  R.  584,  32  524,  66  S.  E.  695,  26  L.B.A.(N.S.) 
L.R.A.  744.  U76. 

15.  Cedar  Rapids  First  Congre-  19.  Kelson  v.  Davidson,  160  III.  254, 
gational  Church  v.  Terry,  130  la.  513,  43  N.  E.  361,  52  A.  S.  R.  338.  31 
107  N.  W.  305,  U4  A.  S.  R.  443.  L.R.A  325;  Gavin  v.  Curtin,  171  lU. 

16.  Hanna  v.  Palmer,  194  111.  41,  61  640,  49  N.  E.  523,  40  L.R.A.  776. 
N.  B.  1051,  56  L.R,A.  93.  Note:  33  L.R.A.  689. 

17.  Ciftwford  V.  Ueis,  123  la.  610,  20.  Notes:  32  hM.A..  808;  33  L.R.A. 
99  N.  W.  186,  101  A  S.  R.  337,  66  695. 

L.R.A.  154;  Jinkiaway  v.  Ford,  93  1.  Fergnaon  v.  Qoiim,  97  Tenn.  46^ 

Kan.  797,  145  Pae.  885,  Ann.  Cas.  36  S.  W.  676,  33  L.R.A  688  and  note. 
1916D  321  and  note,  L.R.A.1916E  343 
and  note. 
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of  authority,  a  fecial  municipal  assessment  for  the  cost  of  a  per- 
manent improvement  must,  with  respect  to  property  subject  to  a  life 
estate,  be  ratably  and  equitably  apportioned  between  the  life  tenant 
and  the  remainderman.'  There  are,  however,  a  few  decisions  which 
apparently  hold  that  the  entire  cost  of  permanent  improvements  falls 
on  the  remainderman.'  One  method  adopted  is  to  apportion  the  costs 
in  the  proportion  which  the  value  of  the  life  estate  bears  to  the  value 
of  the  whole  estate ;  and  in  some  cases  the  burden  has  been  apportioned 
by  requiring  the  tenant  for  life  to  contribute  to  the  ext^t  of  interest 
during  his  life,  the  remtunderman  to  pay  the  principal.*  Where, 
however,  the  improvement  is  of  a  temporary  character,  requiring  re- 
peated renewals  during  a  lifetime,  the  entire  co:st  thereof  falls  on  the 
life  tenant'  Permanent  public  improvements  include  the  opening, 
widening  or  paving  of  streets,*  the  construction  of  a  ^wer  or  drainage 
ditch,'  and  in  some  jurii<dictions  the  paving  of  a  sidewalk;^  but  in 
other  states  such  paving  is  regarded  as  an  improvement  of  a  temporary 
character.*  Obviously,  the  question  whether  the  life  tenant  or  the 
remainderman  must  ultimately  bear  the  cost  of  a  public  imprnvemeut 
may  be  determined  by  tlie  provisions  of  the  instrument  by  which  the 
life  estate  is  created.** 

29.  Duty  as  to  Incumbrances;  Reimbursement  for  Payment. — 
The  duty  of  a  life  tenant  to  preserve  the  estate  includes  the  obligation 
to  keep  down  the  interest  upon  existing  incumbrances,*'  but  he  is 
not  compelled  to  pay  off  the  principal  sum  when  it  becomes  due  or 
thereafter,  and  it  is  a  general  rule  that  a  life  tenant,  who  in  order 
to  preser\-e  the  estate  pays  off  an  incumbrance  upon  the  fee,  is  entillofl 
to  reimbursement  or  contribution  from  the  reversioners  or  remainder- 


2.  Troy  Protestant  Episcopal  Notes:  114  A.  S.  B.  449;  Ann.  Cas. 
Chnrch.  174  Ala.  380,  56  So.  0H2,  Ann.  1914B  819. 

Cas.  1914B  .815  and  note;  Wordings     8.  Troy   v.   Protestant  Episcopal 
Appeal,  71  Conn.  531,  42  Atl.  659,  71  Church,  174  Ala.  380,  50  So.  982,  Ann. 
A.  S.  R.  219;  Huston  v.  Tribbetts,  171  Cas.  1914B  815  and  note. 
lU.  547,  49  N.  E.  711,  63  A.  S.  R.  275.     9.  Meanor  v.  Goldsmith,  216  Pa.  St. 

Notes:  114  A.  S.  R.  449  ;  32  L.R.A.  489,  65  Atl.  1084,  10  L.RA.(N.S.) 
746;  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  343  ;  3  Ann.  Cas,  342  and  note. 

692.  10.  Notes:  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  346; 

3.  Note:  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  346.         Ann.  Cas.  1914B  817  et  seq. 

4.  Note:  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  345.  11.  Wilson  v.  White,  133  Ind.  614. 
6.  Wordin's  Appeal,  71  Conn.  531,  33  N.  E.  361,  19  L.R.A.  581;  Damm 

42  Atl.  659,  71  A.  S.  R.  219;  Huston  v.  Damm,  109  Mich.  619.  67  N.  W. 
V.  Tribbetts,  171  111.  647,  49  N.  E.  711,  984,  63  A  S.  R.  601;  Bowen  v.  Biogan. 
63  A.  S.  R.  275;  Meanor  y.  Galdsmith,  119  Mich.  218,  77  N.  W.  942,  75  A.  S. 
216  Pa.  St.  489.  65  Atl.  1084, 10  L.B.A.  R.  387;  'HndaU  Peterson,  71  Neb. 
<N.S.)  342  and  note.  160,  98  N.  W.  688,  99  N.  W.  659.  8 

Note:  114  A.  S.  R.  450.  Ann.  Cas.  721;  Draper  v.  Clayton.  87 

6.  Notes:  114  A.  S.  R.  449;  Ann.  Neb.  443,  127  N.  W.  369,  29  L.R.A. 
Cas.  19J4B  818.  (N.S.)  153;  Smith  v.  Barfaam,  17  N.  C. 

7.  Huston  T.  Tribbetts,  171  HI.  547,  420,  25  Am.  Dea  721. 


49  N.  E.  711,  63  A.  S.  R.  276. 
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men  to  the  extent  6f  their  interest  in  the  land; "  by  paying  off  the 

incumbrance  the  tenant  acquires  a  lien  on  the  reversionary  interest 
or  is  subrogated  to  the  rights  of  the  incumbrancer.**  But  since  the 
life  tenant  is  liable  for  the  interest  on  an  incumbrance  agaimt  the 
estate,  he  is  not,  upon  discharging  ihe  incumbrance,  entitled  to  reim- 
bursement in  full.  The  rule  is  that  the  payment  by  the  life  tenant 
of  the  present  worth  of  an  annuity  equal  to  the  annual  interest  run- 
ning during  his  expectancy  of  life  represents  his  individual  indebted- 
■  ness,  and  the  balance,  after  subtracting  that  sum  from  the  mortgage 
debt,  is  the  share  which  the  remaindermen  should  contribute.**  It 
has  been  ruled  that  a  life  tenant  in  expectancy  is  also  liable  to  con- 
tribute his  proportion  of  the  amount  paid.**  The  devisee  and  executrix 
of  the  tenant  for  life  is  entitled  to  be  subrogated  to  the  right  which 
the  tenant  acquired  by  paying  ofiF  a  mortgage  on  the  estate.**  The 
presumption  is  that  a  life  tenant  who  pays  off  an  incumbrance  does 
so  with  the  intention  of  keeping  the  charge  alive  for  his  own  benefit*' 
The  tenant  for  life  ia  not  chargeable  with  interest  which  accrued 
before  his  possession ;  such  interest  will  remain  a  charge  on  the  estate.*^ 
30.  Effect  of  Purchase  at  Foreclosure  Sale. — It  is  uniformly  held 
that  the  purchase  of  land  by  a  life  tenant  at  a  foreclosure  sale  under 
a  mortgage  or  deed  of  trust  will  be  deemed  to  have  been  made  for  the 
benefit  of  the  remainderman  if  he  contributes  his  portion  of  the. 
purchase  money  within  a  reasonable  time,*^  for  the  reason  that  the 
life  tenant  has  tJie  exclusive  possession,  care,  control  and  ^joyment 


12.  Troy  v.  Protestant  Episcopal  67  N.  W.  084,  63  A.  S.  B.  601;  Tin- 
Cliurcli,  174  Ala.  380,  56  So.  982,  Ann.  dall  v.  Peterson,  71  Neb.  160,  98  N. 
Cas.  1914B  815;  Huston  v.  Tribbotts,  W.  688,  99  N.  W.  669,  8  Ann.  Cas. 
171  III.  547,  49  N.  E.  711,  63  A.  S.  721  and  note;  Draper  v.  Clayton,  87 
R.  275;  Defreese  v.  Lake,  109  Mich.  Neb.  443,  127  N.  W.  369,  29  L.R.A. 
415,  67  N.  W.  505,  63  A.  S.  B.  584,  (N.S.)  153. 
32  L.B.A.  744;  Whitnev  t.  Salter,  36     Note:  137  A.  S.  B.  663. 
Minn.  103,  30  N.  W.  755,  1  A.  S.  R.     16.  Damm  v.  Damm,  109  Mich.  619, 
656;  Downing  v.  Hartshorn,  69  Neb.  67  N.  W.  984,  63  A.  S.  B.  601. 
364,  95  N.  W.  801,  111  A.  8.  B.  550;     16.  TindaU     Peterson,  71  Neb.  160, 
Tindall  t.  Peterson,  71  Neb.  160,  98  98  N.  W.  688,  99  N.  W.  659,  8  Ann. 
N.  W.  688,  99  N.  W.  659,  8  Ann.  Cas.  Cas.  721  and  note. 
721  and  note;  Draper  v.  Clayton,  87     17.  Downing  v.  Hartshorn,  69  Neb. 
Neb.  443,  127  N.  W.  369,  29  L.B.A.  364,  95  N.  W.  801,  111  A.  8.  R.  550. 
(N.S.)  153  and  note.  Notes:  137  A.  S.  B.  657:  8  Ann. 

Note:  137  A.  S.  B.  664.  Cas.  725. 

IS.  Whitney  v.  Salter,  36  Minn.  103,  18.  Note:  137  A.  8.  B.  661. 
30  N.  W.  755, 1  A.  8.  B.  656;  Downing  19.  Bowen.v.  Brogan,  119  Mich.  218, 
T.  Hartshorn,  69  Neb.  364,  95  N.  W.  77  N.  W.  942,  75  A.  S.  B.  387;  Allen 
801,  111  A.  S.  B.  550;  Tindall  v.  Peter-  v.  De  Qroodt,  98  Mo.  159,  11  S.  W. 
son,  71  Neb.  160,  98  N.  W,  688,  99  240, 14  A.  8.  B.  626;  CockriU  v.  Hutch- 
N.  W.  659,  8  Ann.  Cas.  721  and  note,  inson,  135  Mo.  67,  36  S.  W.  375,  58 

Notes:  137  A.  S,  B.  664;  29  L.B.A.  A.  S.  B.  564;  Peak  t.  Peak,  228  Mo. 
(K.S.)  154.  636,  128  S.  W.  981,  137  A.  S.  R.  638 

14.  Damm  v.  Damm,  109  Mich.  619,  and  note, 
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of  the  entire  estate,  whioh  in  a  large  measure  excludes  the  remainder- 
man from  protecting  his  own  rights  and  interest  in  and  to  the  land,** 
and,  if  the  sale  has  been  caused  by  the  failure  of  the  tenant  to  pay 
the  interest  on  the  incumbrance,  it  would  obviously  be  unjust  to  permit 
him  to  cut  o£F  the  remainderman  and  thus  profit  by  bis  own  wrong.^ 
So,  if  the  life  tenant  obtains  title  indirectly  by  having  a  third  person 
purchase  at  the  sale  and  then  convey  to  him,  the  remainderman  is 
entitled  to  redeem  on  making  contribution  within  a  reasonable  time.* 
Where,  however,  the  remainderman  fails  to  oontribute,  or  offer  to 
contribute,  his  proportion  within  a  reasonable  time,  but  waits  until 
the  property  has  been  improved  and  increased  in  value,  hie  laches 
will  destroy  his  rights  in  the  property.' 

31.  Liability  for  Repairs. — ^While  there  are  cases  which  ai^>ear  to 
su^ort  the  contrary  holding,*  it  is  the  general  rule  that  a  tenant  for 
life  must  make  all  ordinary,  reasonable,  and  necessary  repairs  required 
to  preserve  the  propertjr  and  prevent  its  going  to  decay  or  waste,' 
unless  the  instrument  creating  his  tenancy  expressly  provides  other- 
wise; *  and  if  he  fails  to  do  so,  the  remainderman  may,  by  appropriate 
proceeding,  either  require  him  to  make  such  repairs,  or  have  them 
made  and  the  interest  of  the  life  tenant  in  the  property  subjected  in 
satisfaction  of  the  cost  thereof.'  The  law  casts  upon  the  life  tenant 
this  burden  of  repairs  because  he  receives  all  of  the  rents,  income, 
and  profits  growing  out  of  the  use  of  the  property  during  the  life  of 
his  tenancy,  and  he  may  not  suffer  it  to  go  to  decay  or  waste  for  want 
of  necessary  repairs  any  more  than  he  may  injure  its  value  by  acts 
of  voluntary  waste.'  It  follows  that  the  estate  of  a  life  tenant  is 
answerable  for  the  cost  of  repairs  which  he  should  have  placed  upon 
the  property  during  his  lifetime.*  If,  however,  the  life  tenant  receives 
a  house  so  dilapidated  that  it  cannot  be  repaired,  or  that  the  expense 
of  repairing  would  be  beyond  the  value  of  the  house,  he  is  not  bound 
to  repair  it.**  Outlays  for  putting  in  tenantable  repair  improved 
real  estate  purchased  by  trustees  have  been  held  to  be  properly  charge- 

20.  Peak  v.  Peak,  228  Mo.  536,  128  R.  444,  32  L.R.A.  756;  Greene  v. 

S.  W.  981,  137  A.  8.  R.  638  and  note.  Greene,  19  R.  I.  619,  35  AU.  1042,  35 

1.  See  supra,  par.  26.  L.R.A.  790;  Niland  v.  Niland,  154  Wis. 

2.  Peak  v.  Peak,  228  Mo.  536,  128  514,  143  N.  W.  170,  Ann.  Cos.  1915B 
S.  W.  981,  137  A,  S.  R.  638  and  note.  1127. 

3.  Cockrill  v.  Hntchinson,  135  Mo.      Note :  137  A  8.  B.  662. 
67,  36  S.  W.  375,  58  A.  S.  R.  664.         6.  Note:  137  A.  S.  B.  662. 

4.  Note:  33  L.R.A.(N.S.)  672.  7.  Prescott  v.  Grimes,  143  Ky.  191, 

5.  Troy  v.  Protestant  Episcopal  136  8.  W.  206,  33  L.BJl..(N.S.)  669 
Church,  i74  Ala.  380,  56  So.  982,  Ann.  and  note. 

Cas.  1914B  815;  Wilson  v.  White,  133     8.  Presoott  v.  Grimes,  143  Ky.  191, 

Ind.  614,  33  N.  E.  361,  19  L.R.A.  581;  136  S.  W.  206,  33  LJl.A.(N.S.)  669. 
Proscott  V.  Grimes,  143  Ky.  191,  136      9.  Prescott  v.  Grimes,  143  Kv.  191, 

S.  W.  206,  33  L.R.A.(N.S.)  669  and  136  S.  W.  206,  33  L.R.A.(N.S.)  669. 
note;  St.  Paul  Trust  Co.  v.  Mintzer,      10.  Clemence  v.  Steere,  1  R.  I.  272, 

65  Minn.  124,  67  N.  W.  657,  60  A.  S.  53  Am.  Dec.  621. 
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able  to  the  corpus  of  the  estate.  Such  expenditures,  being  necessary 
to  put  the  buildings  in  a  condition  to  be  occupied,  may  well  be  deemed 
a  part  of  the  original  cost  or  purchase  money.'*  The  duty  to  repair 
does  not  impose  upon  the  life  tenant  the  duty  to  rebuild  in  case  of  the 
accidental  destruction  of  buildings  by  fire.**  The  ordinary  remedy 
to  compel  a  life  tenant  to  make  repairs  to  prevent  property  from 
deteriorating  is  by  mandatory  injunction,**  bat  where  the  tenant  has 
failed  to  make  necessary  repairs,  recovery  against  his  estate  may  be 
had  in  equity,  and  on  the  ground  that  the  duty  of  the  tenant  is  to 
leave  the  property  in  reasonable  condition  and  repair  at  the  end  of 
the  term,  a  duty  whidi  keeps  pace  with  the  life  of  the  tenancy,  it  has 
been  held  ihaX  the  statute  of  limitations  is  no  bar  to  an  action  by  the 
remainderman  brought  immediately  after  the  expiration  of  the  life 
estate.** 

32.  Duty  to  Insnre. — ^In  the  absence  of  anything  that  requires  it 

in  the  instrument  creating  the  estate,  or  of  any  agreement  to  that 
effect  on  the  part  of  the  life  tenant,  be  is  not  bound  to  keep  Uie  prem- 
ises insured  for  the  benefit  of  the  remainderman.*'  If  the  tenant 
takes  out  insurance  for  his  own  benefit,  it  is  the  rule  in  some  juris- 
dictions that  in  case  of  destruction  by  fire  the  remainderman  has  no 
interest  whatever  in  the  proceeds  of  the  policy,  and  cannot  compel 
the  tenant  to  place  the  sum  in  trust  so  as  to  be  turned  ovot  to  the 
remainderman  on  the  termination  of  the  estate,  even  though  the 
moneys  received  from  the  policy  are  equal  to  the  whole  value  of  the 
property  destroyed.**  Other  courts,  however,  hold  that  if  the  policy 
covers  merely  the  tenant's  interest,  he  is  entitled  to  the  insurance  in 
full,  but  that  if  a  policy  is  issued  to  him  for  the  full  value  of  the  fee, 
and  this  amount  is  recovered  by  him,  he  is  a  trustee  for  the  remainder- 
man as  to  the  excess  of  the  amount  received  over  the  value  of  his  life 
interest;  *^  and,  on  the  ground  that  the  relation  of  a  life  tenant  to  the 
remainderman  is  that  of  a  trustee,  the  extreme  view  has  been  taken 
that  any  insurance  effected  by  the  tenant  is  also  for  the  benefit  of  the 
remainderman,  and  that  any  money  collected  by  him  on  a  total  loss 
by  fire  should  be  used  in  rebuilding  or  should  go  to  the  remtunder- 
man,  reserving  the  interest  for  life  for  the  life  tenant  and  crediting 
him  with  the  premiums  paid  on  the  policy.**  Obviously,  if  the  policy 

11.  Oreene  v.  Greene,  19  B.  I.  619,  IS.  Harrison  v.  Pepper,  166  Ifaas. 
35  Atl.  1042,  35  L.B.A.  790.  288,  44  N.  E.  222,  55  A.  S.  B.  404,  33 

12.  Rogera  v.  Atlantic,  etc.,  Co.,  213  L.R.A.  239. 

N.  T.  246,  107  N.  E.  661,  Ann.  Cas.  16.  Harrison  v.  Pepper,  166  Mass. 
1916C  877,  L.R.A.1916A  787;  Samp-  288,  44  N.  E.  222,  56  A.  S.  R.  404.  33 
BOD  T.  Orogan,  21  R.  I.  174,  42  Atl.  L.R.A.  239. 

712,  44  L.R.A.  711.  17.  Sampson  v.  Orofran,  21  R.  I. 

13.  Note:  33  L.R.A.(N.S.)  674.        174,  42  Atl.  712,  44  L.R.A.  711. 

14.  Prescott  v.  Grimes,  143  Ky.  101,  18.  Green  v.  Green.  50  8.  C.  514,  2*. 
:36  ti.  W.  206,  33  L.R.A.(N.S.}  669.     S.  E.  952,  62  A.  S.  R.  846. 
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is  taken  out     the  owner  of  the  fee  piior  to  the  crea^n  of  the  life 

estate,  the  life  tenant  is  entitled  only  to  the  interest  on  the  proceeds.'* 
33.  Adverse  Possession  as  against  Remainderman. — ^The  posses- 
sion of  a  life  tenant  cannot  be  adverse  to  the  holder  of  tiie  legal  title 
in  remainder,'^  and  accordingly  the  tenant  for  life  cannot  acquire  an 
outstanding  paramount  title  and  gain  any  rights  as  against  the  re- 
mainderman by  claiming  thereafter  to  hold  by  adverse  possession, 
unless  it  appears  that  he  has  clearly  renounced  all  claim  as  tenant, 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  remainderman.*  Where,  however,  one  who 
is  tenant  for  life  takes  possession  not  as  life  tenant  but  under  claim 
of  absolute  ownership,  and  has  recorded  the  evidences  of  his  title  to 
that  effect,  his  possession  is  hostile  and  adverse  to  all,  including  the 
remainderman."  If  the  life  tenant  attempts  to  convey  the  premises 
in  fee,  the  possession  of  the  grantee  is  not  adverse  to  the  remaandermaa 
until  the  termination  of  the  life  ^tate,  for  the  reason  tihat  the  remain- 
derman has  no  right  of  possession  until  the  particular  estate  is  ter- 
minated, and  he  can  have  no  right  of  action  which  depends  upon  the 
right  of  possession  until  he  is  entitled  to  the  possession.'  An  exception 
to  this  rule  appears  to  exist  where  the  act  of  the  tenant  entitles  the 
remainderman  to  terminate  the  life  estate,  and  he  elects  to  enforce  the 
forfeiture;*  but  if  he  waives  the  forfeiture,  his  right  of  possession 
does  not  azise  until  the  termination  of  tlie  life  estate,  and  the  statute 
of  limitations  will  not  commence  its  operation  until  that  time.'  The 
remainderman,  however,  by  his  acts  in  inducing  or  advising  such  a 

19.  HucaU  T.  Shippen,  10  Leigh  S.  W.  100,  9  L.R.A.(N.S.)  750  and 
(Va.)  536,  34  Am.  Dec.  745.  note;  Hunt  v.  Rabitoay,  125  Mich.  137, 

20.  Gindrat  v.  "Western  Ry.  of  Ala-  84  N.  W.  59,  84  A.  S.  R.  563;  Allen 
bama,  96  Ala.  162,  11  So.  372,  19  v.  De  Groodt,  98  Mo.  169,  11  S.  W. 
L.R.A.  839  and  note;  Nelson  v.  David-  240,  14  A.  S.  R.  626. 

son,  160  111.  254,  43  N.  E.  361,  52  A.  2.  Com.  t.  Clark,  119  Ky.  85,  83 

S.  R.  338,  31  L.R.A.  325;  Com.  v.  S.  W.  100,  9  L.R.A.(N.S.)  750  and 

Clark,  119  Ky.  85,  83  S.  W.  100,  9  note. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  750  and  note;  Hanson  3.  Pryor  v.  Winter,  147  Cal.  554,  82 

V.  Johnson,  62  Md.  25,  50  Am.  Rep.  Pac.  202,  109  A.  S.  R.  162;  Smith  v. 

199;  Lumley  v.  Haggerty,  110  Mich.  McWhorter,  123  Ga.  287,  51  S.  E.  474, 

552,  68  N.  W.  243,  64  A.  S.  R.  364;  107  A.  S.  R.  85;  Bohrer  t.  Davis,  94 

Bowen  v.  Brogan,  119  Mich.  218,  77  Neb.  367,  143  N.  W.  209,  96  Neb.  474, 

N.  W.  942,  75  A.  S.  R.  387;  Hanson  US  N.  W.  320,  Ann.  Caa.  1915A  992. 

V.  Ingnnraldson,  77  Minn.  533,  80  N.  W.  Note :  14  A.  S.  R.  635. 

702,  77  A.  S.  R.  692;  Allen  v.  De  4.  Bohrer  v.  Davis,  94  Neb.  367,  143 

Groodt,  98  Mo.  159,  11  S.  W.  240,  14  N.  W.  209,  96  Neb.  474.  148  N.  W. 

A.  S.  B.  626  and  note;  Bohrer  v.  320,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  992. 

Bav^  94  Neb.  367, 143  N.  W.  209,  96  fi.  Bohrer  v.  Davis,  94  Neb.  367, 143 

Neb.  474,  148  N.  W.  320,  Ann,  Caa.  N.  W.  209,  96  Neb.  474,  148  N.  W. 

1916A  092;  Bannon  v.  Brandon,  34  320,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  992;  Moore  v. 

Fa.  St.  263,  76  Am.  Dec.  655.  Lace,  29  Pa.  St.  260,  72  Am.  Deo. 

Note:  14  A.  S.  R.  635.  629. 

1.  Com.  T.  Clark,  119  Ky.  85,  83  Note:  14  A  S.  R.  636. 
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sale  by  the  life  tenant,  may  estop  himself  from  recovering  possession 
of  the  land  from  the  purchaser  at  the  expiration  of  the  life  estate.* 

34.  Liability  of  Estate  for  Debts  of  Tenant — An  estate  for  life, 
whether  in  retdty  or  personalty,  is  property  which  can  be  reached  by 
the  creditors  of  Uie  life  tenant  and  may  therefore  be  taken  in  execution 
and  sold,'  and  it  has  been  held  that  this  attribute  cannot  be  separated 
from  the  estate,  and  accordingly  that  a  provision  in  a  will  that  the 
life  estate  shall  not  be  subject  to  the  debts  of  the  life  tenant,  he  being 
of  full  age  and  competent  to  contract,  is  void.®  In  some  jurisdictions, 
however,  the  interest  of  the  life  tenant  may  be  protected  against  his 
creditors  by  the  creation  of  what  are  known  as  spendthrift  tnists.* 

35.  Value  of  Life  Estate. — In  determining  the  value  of  a  life 
estate  the  common  law  rule  of  valuing  the  life  estate  at  one  third  and 
the  remainder  at  two  thirds  of  the  capital  sum  would  appear  to  be 
followed  in  some  jurisdictions,**'  but  the  modem  tendency  is  to  com- 
pute the  value  on  the  basis  of  the  annual  rental  or  income  value 
multiplied  by  the  number  of  years  based  on  the  expectation  of  life 
of  the  life  tenant  as  determined  largely  from  the  mortality  tables." 
Expectancy  of  life,  however,  is  a  question  of  fact,  and  while  life  tables 
afford  the  most  satisfactory  basis  of  an  estimate,  they  are  not  con- 
clusive, being  considered  in  the  light  of,  and  subject  to  variation  by, 
proof  concerning,  the  age,  health,  and  habits  of  the  tenant.**  It  has 
been  held  that  the  value  of  a  life  estate  should  be  estimated,  not  in 
the  light  of  its  actual  duration  as  subsequently  developed,  or  the  rents 
received  during  that  time,  but  at  ite  value  at  the  time  it  is  to  be  charged 
or  accounted  for.** 

36.  Actions  by  Life  Tenant. — There  is  a  conflict  in  the  decisions 
as  to  the  right  of  a  life  teuant  to  recover  damages  for  an  injury  both 
to  the  life  estate  and  to  the  inheritance.  Some  authorities  hold  that 
such  a  recovery  may  be  had,^*  while  others  deny  such  right,**  and 

6.  Smith  V.  McWhorter,  123  Ga.  287,      10.  Note :  137  A.  S.  R.  663. 

51  S.  E.  474,  107  A.  S.  R.  85;  Bobrer      11.  Grove  v.  Youell,  110  Mich.  285, 

V.  Davis,  94  Neb.  367,  143  N.  W.  209,  68  N.  W.  132,  33  L.R.A.  297;  Jordan 

96  Neb.  474,  148  N.  W.  320,  Ann.  v.  Benwood,  42  W.  Va.  312,  26  S.  E. 

Cas.  1915A  992  and  note.  266,  57  A.  S.  R.  859,  36  L.R.A  519. 

For  a  general  discussion  of  the  ques-      Note:  137  A.  S.  R.  663. 
tion  of  adverse  possession  against  re-      12.  Damm  v.  Danun,  109  Mich.  619, 

niaindermen   and   owners   of   future  67  N.  W.  984,  63  A.  S.  R.  601.  And 

estates,  see  Adverse  Possession,  vol.  see  Mortalitt  Tables, 
1,  p.  743  et  seq.  13.  Qonce  v.  McCoy,  101  Tenn.  587, 

7.  Howell  V.  Woolfort,  2  Dall.  75,  49  S.  W.  754,  70  A.  S.  R.  714. 

1  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  295;  Verdier  v.  Young-  14.  Rogera  v.  Atlantic,  etc.,  Co.,  213 

blood,  Rich.  Eq.  Caa.  (S.  C.)  220,  24  N.  Y.  246,  107  N.  E.  661,  Ann.  Cas. 

Am.  Dec.  417.    And  see  Levy  and  1916C  877  and  note,  L.R.A.1916A  787 

pEizLRE,  pp.  114-117.  and  note. 

8.  Verdier  v.  Youngblood,  Rich.  Eq.  15.  Notes:  L.RA.1916A  811:  Ann. 
Cas.  (S.  C.)  220,  24  Am.  Deo.  417.  Cas.  1916C  882. 

.   9.  Bee  Spehdturiffs. 
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lay  down  the  rule  that  a  tenant  for  life  in  the  actual  poas^on  of 
real  property  can  sue  and  recover  damagee  for  any  trespass  affecting 
bis  immediate  interest,  and  the  reversioner  or  remainderman,  if  the 

act  does  a  permanent  injury  to  the  inheritance,  may  sue  as  to  that. 
According  to  this  view,  the  claims  of  the  tenant  and  the  reversioner 
or  remainderman  are  separate  and  distinct,  and  the  damages  sus- 
tained by  both  cannot  be  recovered  in  an  action  brought  by  one  of 
them  only,  and  the  fact  that  the  tenant  and  the  remainderman  may 
each  recover  in  a  separate  action  does  not  compel  the  defendant  to 
respond  in  damages  twice  for  the  same  injuries,  but  simply  to  com- 
pensate each  of  Uie  parties  injured  for  tiie  consequence  of  his  tortious 
act.**  Where  this  doctrine  obtains  it  has  been  held  that  a  life  tenant 
cannot  maintain  an  action  of  trover  for  tlie  conversion  of  standing 
Ixees,  nor  trespass  de  bonis  for  the  taking  of  them,  but  he  may  bring 
trespass  q^are  clausum  fregit  and  recover  such  actual  damages  as  he 
may  have  sustained  to  his  possession.*'  Still  another  view  is  that 
the  tenant  may  recover  from  a  third  person  on  account  of  damages 
to  the  reveision  only  after  he  has  settled  with  the  fee  owner  for  such 
damages.^'  A  tenant  for  life,  rightfully  in  possession  of  real  estate 
may  maintain  an  action  to  enjoin  a  private  nuisance,  since  the  object 
of  such  an  action  is  to  prevent  the  defendant  from  putting  his  prop 
erty  to  a  use  which  will  disturb  the  plaintiff  in  the  reasonable  us» 
and  occupation  of  the  property  on  which  he  resides,  and  to  prevent 
this  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  plaintiff  should  be  vested  vriih  the 
l^al  title  to  the  land  occupied  by  him."  Under  ordinary  circum- 
stances the  law  affords  the  life  tenant  appropriate,  ready  and  complete 
remedies  for  the  recovery  of  possession  of  the  property,  and  a  court  of 
equity  will  not  entertain  an  action  for  such  purpose." 

IV.  Sales  and  Other  Conveyances;  Pabtition 

37.  Sale  by  Life  Tenant  or  by  Order  of  Court. — A  tenant  for  life 
is  regarded  as  so  far  the  possessor  of  an  independent  estate  that  he 
may  convey  his  entire  interest  or  grant  any  smaller  estate  out  of  the 
same  in  favor  of  another.*  In  some  jurisdictions  an  exception  to  this 
rule  is  recognized  where  the  life  tenant  is  a  married  woman,  it  being 
held  that  an  estate  for  life  may  be  vested  in  a  married  woman  witli 
a  provision  in  restraint  of  alienation.'   A  further  exception  would 


16.  Jordan  v.  Beawtwd,  4!s  W.  Vm.  19.  Lowe  v.  Prospect  Hill  Cemetery 
312,  26  S.  K.  266,  57  A.  S.  B.  869  Ass'n,  58  Neb.  94,  78  N.  W.  488,  46 


17.  C.  W.  Zimmerman  Mfg.  Co.  ▼.  20.  McDonald  t.  Jurvis,  64  W.  Va. 
Daffln,  149  Ala.  380,  42  So.  858,  123  62,  60  S.  E.  990,  131  A  S.  B.  889. 


and  note,  36  L.E.A.  519. 
Note:  14  A.  S.  B.  630. 


L.R.A.  237. 
Note:  14  A.  S.  B.  630. 


A.  8.  B.  58,  9  L.B.A.(N.S.)  663. 
Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916G  882. 
18.  Note:  L.R.A1916A  809. 


1.  Note:  64  Am.  Dec  369. 

2.  Simonton  v.  White,  93  Tax.  50, 
63  S.  W.  339,  77  A.  S.  R.  824. 
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seem  to  exist  in  states  which  permit  the  creation  of  ^ndthrift  trusts.* 
In  the  absence  of  a  power  to  convey  a  greater  estate,  however,  a  deed 
by  a  life  tenant  conveys  merely  his  life  estate,  although  the  deed 
purports  to  be  a  conveyance  in  fee,  and  the  grantee  acquires  no  interest 
against  the  remainderman,  who  is  not  bound  to  take  action  or  give 
notice  until  the  accrual  of  his  cause  of  action  by  the  termination  of 
the  life  estate.*  By  statute  in  some  states  a  court  of  equity  has  power 
to  sell  property  subject  to  a  life  estate  if  the  circumstances  warrant  it 
and  if  all  parties  in  interest  are  before  the  court  either  by  service  of 
process  or  by  virtual  representation;  and  it  has  been  held  that  for  this 
purpose  contingent  remaindermen  not  in  esse  may  be  represented  in 
the  litigation  by  the  life  tenant,  who  is  served  with  process.*  The  bill 
to  sell  tiie  real  estate  may,  it  seems,  be  filed  by  the  life  tenant  as  well 
as  against  him.' 

38.  Distribution  of  Proceeds  of  Sale. — ^As  a  general  rule,  in  case  ' 
of  a  sale  of  the  entire  property,  the  tenant  for  life  and  the  remainder- 
man take  the  same  interests  in  the  proceeds,  respectively,  as  they  had 
in  the  property,  the  income  going  to  the  life  tenant  and  the  principal 
at  his  death  to  the  remainderman.'  Under  ordinEuy  circumstances, 
therefore,  the  life  tenant  is  not  entitled  to  have  the  value  of  his  life 
estate  commuted  and  paid  to  him  in  gross  instead  of  the  annual  interest 
on  the  fund,  unless  the  parties  in  interest  agree  to  it.®  And  conversely 
the  remaindermen  are  not  entitled  to  compel  the  owner  of  the  life 
estate,  without  his  consent,  to  submit  to  a  commutation  of  its  value, 
and  to  the  immediate  payment  of  the  balance  of  the  fund,  after  the 
deduction  of  tlie  amount  so  arrived  at,  to  the  remaindermen.*  But 
in  cases  where  the  circumptances  seem  to  require  it,  it  is  recognized 
that  a  gross  sum  may  be  accepted  or  allowed  in  equity  in  lieu  of  a 
life  estate." 

39.  Leases. — Tenants  for  life  have  the  power  of  making  under- 
leases for  any  lesser  term;  and  the  same  rights  and  privileges  are 
incidental  to  the  under-tenants  which  belong  to  the  original  tenants 

3.  See  Spihdthbhtb.  ings,  see  supra,  par.  27,  30. 

4.  Smith  T.  HcWhorter,  123  Oa.  287.     7.  In  re  Oertl^  34  Mum.  173,  24 
51  S.  E.  474,  107  A.  S.  R.  85;  Aeord  N.  W.  924,  57  Am.  Rep.  48. 

V,  Beaty,  244  Mo.  126,  148  S.  W.  901,  6.  American  Nat.  Bank  of  Waahing- 
41  L.R.A.{N.S.)  400.  ton  v.  Taylor,  U2  Va.  1,  70  S.  E.  534, 

And  see  supra,  par.  33.  Ann.  Gas.  1912D  40  and  note. 

6.  Ridley  v.  HalUday,  106  Tenn.     9.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  42. 
607,  61  S.  W.  1025,  82  A.  8.  B.  002,     10.  American  Nat.  Bank  of  Wash- 
53  L.R.A.  477.  ingfon  v.  Taylor,  112  Va.  1,  70  S.  E. 

6.  Ridley  v.  Halliday,  106  Tenn.  607,  534,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  40  and  note. 
61  S.  W.  1025,  82  A.  S.  R.  902,  53     11.  Milea  v.  Miles,  32  N.  H.  147,  64 
L.R.A.  477.  Am.  Dec.  362  and  note;  Wiggin  v. 

For  the  effect  of  a  purchase  by  the  Wiggin,  43  N.  H.  561,  80  Am.  Dee. 
life  tenant  at  a  delinquent  tax  sale  or  192. 
at  a  sale  under  foreclosure  proceed- 
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for  life.'*  The  terms  of  such  a  lease,  however,  in  not  binding  as  such 
upon  the  remainderman^i*  and  the  oontraot  is  terminated  by  the 
death  of  the  life  tenant,  since  the  latter  has  no  power  to  grant  an 
interest  in  the  property  greater  than  he  himself  holds.'*  Upon  the 
termination  of  the  life  estate  the  lessee  may  at  once  surrender  tiie 
possession  discharged  of  any  liability  to  the  reversioner  for  rent  there- 
after accruing,  and,  if  the  old  common  law  rule  is  in  force,  the  personal 
representative  of  the  life  tenant  cannot  claim  an  apportionment  of  th« 
rent  to  the  date  of  the  life  tenant's  death.'*  li,  however,  the  lessee 
remains  in  possession  after  the  expiration  of  the  life  estate,  he  becomes 
a  tenant  at  sufferance,  and  as  such  is  liable  to  the  remainderman  for 
the  reasonable  value  of  the  use  and  occupation  of  the  premises.** 

40.  Mortgages. — From  the  power  of  alienation  which  is  possessed 
by  a  life  tenant,  it  follows  that  he  can  mortgage  his  interest,  and  his 
estate  may  be  sold  by  foreclosure  proceedings.'^  As  in  the  case  of 
a  sale,  however,  such  a  mortgage  cannot  affect  the  interest  of  the 
remainderman,  and  gives  Uie  mortgagee  no  legal  or  equitable  rights 
against  him,  even  though  the  money  borrowed  upon  the  mortgage 
was  used  by  the  life  tenant  in  making  valuable  improvements  of  a 
permanent  character  upon  the  estate.'^  The  fact  ttiat  the  remain- 
derman is  made  a- party  defendant  in  an  action  to  foredose  a  mort- 
gage executed  by  the  tenant  for  life,  under  an  allegation  that  he 
claims  some  interest  in  the  property,  does  not  cause  his  title  to  be 
affected  by  the  judgment  of  foreclosure  and  a  sale  and  conveyance 
pursuant  thereto.'*  Conversely,  the  sale  of  the  interest  of  the  remain- 
derman under  a  mortgage  executed  by  him  cannot  in  any  way  affect 
the  rights  of  the  life  tenant 

41.  Partition. — It  is  very  generally  recognized  that  a  cotenant  who 
has  only  a  life  interest  in  his  share,  of  undivided  real  estate  may  have 
partition  whether  the  other  tenants  hold  their  shares  for  life  or  in 

12.  Miles  V.  Miles,  32  N.  H.  147,  64  55  Am.  Rep.  424;  Watson  v.  Penn,  108 


13.  Ray  v.  Young,  160  la.  613,  142  26;  Guthmann  v.  Vallery,  -51  Neb. 
N.  W.  393,  Ann.  Cas.  1915D  258,  46  824,  71  N.  W.  734,  66  A.  S.  R.  475; 


14.  Hoagland  v.  Crum,  113  III.  365,  S.  E.  974,  72  A.  S.  R.  851. 
65  Am.  Rep.  424;  Ray  v.  Young,  160     17.  Rupert  v.  Penner,  35  Neb.  587, 
la.  613,  142  N.  W.  393,  Ann.  Caa.  53  N.  W.  598,  17  L.R^.  824.  And 
1915D   258,   46   L.E.A.(N.S.)    947;  aee  generally,  Mortoaobs. 
Chitbmann  v.  Vallery,  51  Neb.  824,      18.  Missouri  Central  Building,  etc., 
71  N.  W.  734,  66  A.  S.  R.  475 ;  Jones  Ass'n  v.  Eveler,  237  Mo.  679,  141  S. 

Shufflin,  45  W.  Va.  729,  31  S.  E.  W.  877,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  486. 
975,  72  A.  S.  R.  848;  Shufflin  t.  House,      19.  Pryor  v.  Winter,  147  Cal.  554, 
45  W.  Va.  731,  31  S.  E.  974,  72  A.  82  Pae.  202,  109  A.  S.  R.  162. 
S.  R.  851.  20.  People's  Loan,  etc.,  Bank  v.  Qar- 

15.  See  supra,  par.  19.  Ungton,  64  S.  G.  413,  32  S.  £.  513,  71 

16.  Hoagland  v.  Crum,  113  HL  365,  A.  S.  R.  800. 


Am.  Dec.  362  and  note. 


Ind.  21,  8  N.  E.  636,  58  Am.  Rep. 


L.R.A.(N.S.)  947.- 


Shufflin  V.  House,  45  W.  Va.  731,  31 
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fee.^  In  some  states  under  the  statutes  relating  to  partition  a  life 
tenant  can  only  have  partition  of  the  life  eatate;  the  interests  of 
reversioners  will  not  be  sold  and  partition  made  of  the  whole  estate 
in  the  land.^  Other  jurisdictions  hold  that  the  land  will  be  sold 
if  actual  partition  cannot  be  made  without  prejudice  to  the  owners.* 
And  such  a  sale  is  not  only  binding  on  all  persons  who  are  made 
parties  to  the  proceeding,  but  will  also  bind  the  contingent  interests 
of  remaindermen  not  in  being  at  the  time,  on  the  theory  that  in 
partition  proceedings  the  life  tenant  represents  the  unborn  remain* 
derman.*  So  also  it  has  been  held  that  where  life  tenants  make  a 
voluntary  partition  which  is  fair  and  equal  at  the  time  that  it  is 
made,  it  is  binding  on  the  remaindermen  not  in  esse.*  If  the  title 
of  the  life  tenant  is  in  an  undivided  interest  and  not  in  the  whole 
of  the  land,  and  a  sale  is  ordered  for  partition,  his  right  in  the 
proceeds  is  not  a  part  proportionate  to  the  imdivided  interest  in  which 
he  has  the  life  estate,  but  to  the  interest  on  that  part  as  long  as  the 
life  estate  may  continue  to  exist.' -  A  partition  between  cotenants 
of  the  remainder  cannot  affect  the  interest  or  estate  of  a  tenant  for 
life  of  the  entire  property,  but  where  the  life  estate  extends  only  to 
a  part  of  the  land  to  be  partitioned,  an  actual  partition  or  sale  thereof 
may  be  had,  although  it  affects  the  life  estate.^ 

V.  Termination 

42.  In  General;  Surrender. — A  life  estate  is  of  course  terminated 
by  the  death  of  the  person  for  whose  life  it  was  given ;  and  if  made 
determinable  upon  the  happening  of  some  event,  such  as  marriage 
or  removal  from  a  specified  locahty,  the  estate  may  be  terminated 
prior  to  the  death  of  the  life  tenant  by  the  happening  of  the  particular 
event.*  The  life  tenant  may  surrender  his  estate  to  the  remainder- 
man or  reversioner,  and  thus  as  a  rule  terminate  the  life  estate;' 
but  if  there  be  a  judgment  or  mortgage  or  lease  for  years,  or  any 
other  interest  derived  out  of  or  attaching  upon  the  life  estate,  the 

1.  Acotd  V.  Beaty,  244  Mo.  126,  148      Note:  11  Ann.  Cas.  1041. 

S.  W.  901,  41  L.R.A.(N.S.)  400;  Jor-  5.  Acord  v.  Beaty,  244  Mo.  126,  148 

dan  V.  Neece,  36  S.  C.  295,  15  S.  E.  S.  W.  901,  41  L.R.A.(N.S.)  400. 

202,  31  A.  S.  R.  869;  Piano  Utg.  Co.  6.  Swayne  v.  Long  Acre  Oil  Co.,  98 

V.  Kindschi,  131  Wis.  590,  111  N.  W.  Tex.  597,  86  S.  W.  740,  8  Ann.  Cas. 

680,  11  Ann.  Cas.  1039  and  note.  1117,  69  L.R.A.  986. 

2.  Piano  Mfp.  Co.      Kindschi,  131  7.  Hanson  v.  Ingwaldson,  77  Minn. 
Wis.  590,  111  N.  W.  680,  11  Ann.  Cas.  533,  80  N.  W.  702,  77  A.  S.  R.  692. 
1039  and  note.  8.  Thompson  v.  Baxter,  107  Minn. 

3.  Note:  11  Ann.  Cas.  1041.  122,  119  N.  W.  797,  21  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

4.  Acord  V.  Beaty,  244  Mo.  126,  148  575  and  note. 

S.  W.  901.  41  L.R.A.(N.S.)  400;  Rid-     Note:  7  L.R.A.  837. 

lev  V.  Halliday,  106  Tenn.  607,  61  S.      9.  Bond  v.  Moore,  236  III.  576,  86 

W.  1025,  82  A.  S.  R.  902,  53  L.R.A.  N.  E.  386,  19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  540. 

477. 
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tenant  for  life  cannot  destroy  these  rights  by  a  surrender,  or  a  release, 
or  by  any  other  voluntary  act  for  the  purpose  of  merging  the  par- 
ticular estate  in  the  greater.'**  It  has  been  held  that  where  a  lessee 
for  life  conveys  a  part  of  the  premises  with  the  consent  of  the  lessor, 
it  does  not  amount  to  a  surrender  of  his  interest,  but  he  remains 
liable  for  any  breach  of  the  covenants  by  his  assignee.'* 

43.  Merger. — It  is  the  general  rule  that  a  life  estate  is  drowned  or 
merged  in  the  fee  when  acquired  by  the  owner  of  the  fee,  the  lesser 
estate  being  destroyed  by  the  greater.'*  Merger  is,  however,  not 
generally  favored  in  the  courts  of  law  or  equity ;  and  in  equity  at 
least  it  will  not  take  place  if  opposed  to  the  intention  of  Uie  parties 
either  actually  proved  or  implied  from  the  fact  that  merger  would 
be  against  the  interest  of  the  party  in  whom  the  several  estates  or 
interests  have  united,"  and  the  tendency  of  the  law  courts  is  to  the 
same  effect.'*  Hence  where  a  remainderman  purchases  a  tax  title 
and  enters  into  possession  under  it,  and  afterwards  takes  a  quitclaim 
deed  from  the  life  tenant,  the  tax  title  is  not  merged  in  the  convey- 
ance of  the  life  estate,  if  such  a  result  would  operate  to  the  disadvan- 
tage of  the  remainderman."  The  acquisition  of  the  life  estate  by 
the  remainderman  will  not  effect  a  merger  as  against  the  rights  of 
third  persons  who  have  theretofore  acquired  an  interest  in  the  life 
estate,"  and  therefore,  where  the  estate  of  a  life  tenant  has  been 
absorbed  by  a  third  person  through  an  adverse  possession  of  the  land, 
a  deed  of  the  life  estate  by  the  life  tenant  to  the  remainderman  will 
be  ineflfective  to  pass  any  title  to  the  latter  which  can  merge  in  the 
remainder  so  as  to  enable  the  remainderman  to  bring  suit  to  recover 
the  land  before  the  death  of  the  life  tenant''  If  there  is  an  inter- 
vening life  estate,  a  merger  will  not  result  from  the  union  of  the  life 
estate  in  possession  and  the  remainder.'* 

10.  Baker  v.  Oakwood,  123  N.  Y.  74  S.  C.  42,  53  S.  E.  978,  7  Ann.  Cas. 
16,  25  N.  E.  312, 10  L.R.A.  387;  Moore  693  and  note,  7  L.B.A.(N.S.)  433.  . 
V.  Luce,  29  Pa.  St.  260,  72  Am.  Dec.     14.  McCreary  v.  Coggeahall,  74  S.  C. 
629.  42,  53  S.  E.  978,  7  Ann.  Cas.  6tf3  and 

11.  JaekSon  t.  Brownson,  7  Johns,  note,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  433. 

(N.  y.)  227,  5  Am.  Dec.  258.  15.  Jinkiaway  v.  Ford,  93  Kan.  797, 

12.  Bond  V.  Moore,  236  IH.  576,  86  145  Pac.  885,  L.B.A.1915E  343. 

N.  E.  386,  19  L.B.A.(N.S.)  540;  Uc-     16.  Moore  v.  Luce,  29  Pa.  St.  260, 
Creary  v.  Coggeshall,  74  S.  C.  42,  53  72  Am.  Dec.  629. 
S.  E.  978,  7  Ann.  Cas.  693,  7  L.R.A.     17.  Baker  v.  Oakwood,  123  N.  Y. 
(N.S.)  433.  16,  25  N.  E.  312, 10  L.R.A.  387;  Moore 

13.  Wilson  V.  Linder,  21  Idaho  576,  v.  Luce,  29  Pa.  St.  260,  72  Am.  Dec. 
123  Pac.  487,  Ann.  Cas.  1913E  148,  629. 

42  L.B.A.(N.S.)  242;  Jinkiaway  v.  18.  Bowlin  v.  Rhode  Island  Hospital 
Ford,  93  Kan.  797,  145  Pac.  885,  Trust  Co.,  31  R.  1. 289,  76  Atl.  348, 140 
L.R.A.1915E  343;  Downing  v.  Harts-  A.  S.  R.  758.  For  the  destruction  of 
bom,  69  Neb.  364,  95  N.  W.  801,  111  contingent  remainders  by  metger  of  the 
A.  8.  R.  560 ;  McCreary  v.  Co^eshall,  life  estate  in  the  fee,  see  Reiuindrrs. 
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44.  Forfeiture. — At  common  law  a  tortious  conveyance  by  tlie  life 
tenant  by  deed  of  feoffment  with  livery  of  seisin  is  a  ground  for  for- 
feiture of  the  life  estate,"  but  a  bargain  and  sale,  not  being  made 
by  livery  of  seisin  or  its  equivalent,  does  not  have  that  effect."  If 
the  tenant  for  life  incurs  a  forfeiture  by  making  a  conveyance  in  fee, 
the  remainderman  is  not  bound  to  treat  the  estate  as  merged,  and  to 
enter  immediately ;  he  may  waive  the  forfeiture  and  recover  possef- 
sion  after  the  death  of  the  tenant  for  life,  without  being  affected 
by  the  previous  possession.*  By  statute  in  some  states  a  failure  to 
exercise  ordinary  care  for  the  preser\-ation  and  protection  of  a  life 
ef^tate  is  a  ground  which  entitles  the  remainderman  to  claim  a  for- 
feiture; and  the  same  is  true  where  the  tenant  wilfully  commit* 
waste  *  So  also  in  some  jurisdictions  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the 
life  tenant  to  pay  the  taxes,  resulting  in  the  sale  of  the  land,  and 
the  failure  thereafter  to  redeem  within  a  specified  period,  is  a  statu- 
torj'  ground  for  forfeiture  of  the  life  estate.  In  such  case,  however, 
there  is  no  forfeiture  where  the  tax  sale  is  invalid  and  no  title  can 
be  made  to  the  purchaser.* 

19.  Bond  V.  Moore,  236  III.  576,  86  320,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  992;  Moore  v. 
N.  E.  386, 19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  540;  Stump  Luce,  29  Pa.  St.  260,  72  Am.  Dec.  629. 
V.  Findlay,  2  Rawie  (Pa.)  168, 19  Am.      Note:  14  A.  S.  R.  029. 

Dec.  632.  2.  Roby  v.  Newton,  121  Ga.  679,  49 

20.  Stevens   v.    Winship,   1   Pick.  S.  E.  694,  68  L.R.A.  601. 

(Mass.)  318, 11  Am.  Dec.  178.  3.  Estabrook  v.  Royon,  52  Ohio  St. 

1.  Bohrer  v.  Davis,  94  Neb.  367,  96  318,  39  N.  E.  808,  32  LJI.A.  80S. 
Neb.  474,  143  N.  W.  209,  148  N.  W. 


LIFE  INSURANCE 

See  Insurance,  vol.  14,  p.  823w 


LIFE  TABLES 

See  Mortality  Tables. 


LIGHT  AND  AIR 

See  Adjoiniko  Landowners,  vol.  1,  p.  397. 
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LIMITATION  OF  ACTIONS 


I.  IXTRODUCTORY 


1.  Scope  of  Article. — ^Limitation  of  actions,  for  the  purposes  of 
this  article,  has  reference  to  periods  of  time  designated  by  statute 
within  which  actions  or  proceedings  in  law  or  equity  must  be  brought. 
The  treatment  of  the  subject  within  these  lines  will,  as  is  indicated 
by  the  foregoing  analysis,  be  confined  to  a  consideration  of  the  gen- 
eral principles  and  rules  relating  to  the  construction,  operation  and 
effect  of  such  statutes  and  their  application  in  particular  instances. 
Some  matters  closely  allied  to  the  subject  under  consideration  have 
been  given  adequate  treatment  under  other  appropriate  titles.  Within 
this  latter  classification  may  be  found  the  consideration  of  questions 
involving  rigiit  or  title  by  prescription  in  or  to  property,'  tlie  equi- 
table doctrine  of  laches,*  and  the  time  prescribed  for  commencing 
criminal  prosecutions,'  suing  out  writs  of  error  and  appeals,*  the 
enforcement  of  particular  statutory  rights  and  remedie?,*  and  various 
prodeedings  the  limitation  in  which  may  be  treated  more  appropri- 
ately in  connection  with  the  particular  subject.* 

2.  Historical. — Although  it  is  said  that  by  the  common  law  there 
was  no  limitation  of  actions,'  ne\-ertheleRs  pleas  of  limitation  were 
allowed  long  before  there  was  any  statute  on  the  subject.  The 
coiirts  ai)plied  them  upon  the  theory  of  a  fiction  to  the  effect  that 
after  a  long  lapse  of  time,  during  which  the  claimant  made  no 
assertion  of  his  rights,  in  a  personal  demand,  a  presumption  was 
raised  that  the  obligation  had  been  paid  or  discharged,  and  in  the 
ease  of  real  estate  that  a  conveyance  had  been  executed  but  lost. 
The  fiction  was  justified  in  the  reasoning  of  the  courts  by  the  evident 
justne^  of  its  effect.*  The  first  attempt  at  a  system  of  limitation 
enactments  was  made  by  the  statute  of  32  Henry  VIII,  which  was 
confined  to  suits  concerning  and  growing  out  of  land,  and  did  not 
extend  to  personal  actions.'  This  act  was  siiper.-^eded  by  21  .Tames 
I.,  c.  16,  which  is  the  one  generally  referred  to  and  principally  forms 
the  basis  of  state  legislation.  This  statute  extended  the  limitation  to 
personal  as  well  as  real  actions,  and  shortened  the  time  within  which 

1.  See  Adverse  Possession,  vol.  1,  (R.  C.)  498,  10  Am.  Dec.  623;  Smith 
p.  682.  V.  Mitchell,  Rice  L.  (S.  C.)  316,  33 

2.  See  Equity,  vol.  10,  p.  395  et  seq.  Am.  Dec.  ll!l;  Cowhick  v.  Shingle,  5 

3.  See  Criminal  Law,  vol.  8,  p.  132  Wye.  87,  37  Pne.  (589,  63  A.  S.  R.  17 
ctseq.  and  note,  25  L.H.A.  (i08, 

4.  See  Appeal  and  Kkror,  vol.  2,  p.  8.  Union  Cent,  Life  Ins.  Co.  v. 
104  et  seq.  Spiirks,  119  Kv.  261,  83  S.  W.  615, 

6.  See,  for  instance.  Death,  vol,  8,  84  S.  W.  1100,  7  Ann.  Cae.  913,  69 


6.  See  Divorce  and  Separation,  vol.  9.  WiKid  v.  Carpenter.  101  U.  S.  135, 
9,  p.  378;  Manpamus:  Qco  War-  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  807. 


p.  801  et  seq. 


L.R.A.  264. 


banto;  and  other  specifle  titles. 
7.  Rohson  v.  Wall,  2  Nott  &  McC. 


Note:  36  Am.  Dec.  68. 
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suite  must  be  brought.^**  From  the  latter  statute  the  limitatiou  laws 
in  most  d  the  states  of  the  Union  have  been  modeled.  The  books 
indicate  that  the  innovation  on  common  law  methods  was  not  at 
first  received  favorably  by  the  courts,  the  view  being  taken  that  it 
merely  deprived  the  possessor  of  a  right  to  the  u^  of  judicial  machin- 
ery to  enforce  it,  leaving  the  right  itself  otherwise  unimpaired,  with 
such  a  moral  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  person  adversely  interested 
to  recognize  it  that  it  was  dishonorable,  in  a  sense,  to  insist  on  the 
statutory  defense  thereto.  That  idea  was  transplanted  to  this  country 
as  part  of  the  common  law.  In  time,  however,  the  legislative  pi^icy 
came  to  be  recognized  as  controlling,  and  the  duty  of  the  courts 
to  give  efifect  thereto  to  be  fully  recognized.** 

3.  Character  and  Object  of  Statute. — The  views  of  the  courts  as 
to  the  (diaracter  of  statutes  of  limitation  have  varied  considerably. 
Originally  such  a  statute  was  regarded  as  one  of  repose  and  not  one 
of  presumption.  Subsequently  the  tendency  of  judicial  opinions  was 
that  the  statute  was  one  of  presumption  rather  than  of  repose.  Follow- 
ing this  the  courts  again  viewed  with  favor  the  doctrine  first  ad- 
vanced,*' and  adopted  the  view,  which  prevails  at  the  present  day, 
to  the  effect  that  it  is  a  statute  of  repose,*'  the  object  of  which  is 


10.  Wood  V,  Carpenter,  101  U.  8.  Lamb  v.  Powder  Biver  line  Stock  Co, 
135,  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  807.  132  Fed.  434,  65  C.  C.  A.  570,  67 

Notes:  36  Am.  Dec.  68;  3  British  L.R.A.  658;  Snodgrass  v.  Decatur 

Kul.  Gas.  741.  Branch  Bank,  25  Ala.  161,  60  Am.  Dec. 

11.  Wood  V.  Carpenter,  101  U.  8.  505;  Nelson  v.  First  Nat.  Bank,  139 
135,  25  V.  S.  (L.  ed.)  807;  Olson  v.  Ala.  578,  36  So.  707, 101  A.  S.  R.  52; 
Dahl,  99  Minn.  433,  109  N.  W.  1001,  McCarthy  v.  White,  21  Cal.  495,  82 
116  A.  S.  E.  435,  9  Ann.  Gas.  252,  8  Am.  Dec.  754;  McCormick  v.  Brown, 
L.B.A.(N.S.)  444;  Johnson  v.  Bonne-  36  Gal.  ISO,  95  Am.  Dec.  170  and  note; 
thea,  3  Hill  L.  (S.  C.)  16,  Riley  L.  9,  Lilly-Brackett  Co..t.  Sonnemann,  157 
30  Am.  Dec.  347;  Whereatt  v.  Worth,  Cal.  192,  106  Pae.  715,  21  Ann.  Cas. 
108  Wis.  291,  84  N.  W.  441,  81  A.  S.  1279;  Brown  v.  Bell,  46  Colo.  163, 103 
R.  899  and  note.  See  Coiriiick  v.  Pae.  380,  133  A.  S.  R.  54  and  note, 
Shingle,  5  Wyo.  87,  37  Pae.  689,  63  23  L.B^.(N.S.)  1096;  Belknap  t. 
A.  S.  R.  17,  25  UK.A.  608.  Gleason,  11  Conn.  160,  27  Am.  Dec 

Notes:  95  A.  8.  E.  656;  102  A.  8.  721;  Norton  v.  Shepard,  48  Conn.  141, 

R.  752.  40  Am.  Rep.  157;  Tate  v.  Clements, 

12.  Anaconda  Min.  Co.  v.  Saile,  16  16  Fla.  339,  26  Am.  Rep.  709;  Scho- 
Mont.  8,  39  Pae.  909,  50  A.  8.  R.  472.  field  v.  Woolley,  98  Ga.  548,  25  S.  E. 

13.  Bell  v.  Morrison,  1  Pet  351,  7  769,  58  A.  8.  R.  315;  Gwion  v.  Melvin, 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  174;  Riddlesbarger  v.  9  Idaho  202,  72  Pae.  961,  108  A.  S.  R. 
Hartford  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  7  Wall  386,  119,  2  Ann.  Cas.  770;  Dem  v.  Olsen, 
19  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  257;  Weber  v.  State  18  Idaho  358,  110  Pac.  164,  Ann.  Cas. 
Harbor  Comr'a,  18  WaU.  57,  21  U.  S.  1912A  1,  L.R.A.1915B  1016;  Harris 
(L.  ed.)  798;  Edwards  v.  Kearzey,  96  v.  Mills,  28  III.  44,  81  Am.  Dec.  259; 
U.  S.  596,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  793;  Fort  Wheeler  v.  Wheeler,  134  111.  522,  25 
Scott  V.  Hickman,  112  U.  S.  150,  5  N.  E.  588,  10  L.R.A.  613;  Ancham- 
S.  Ct  56,  28  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  636;  Shep-  pangh  v.  Schmidt,  70  la.  642,  27  N.  W. 
herd  t.  Thompson,  122  U.  8.  231,  7  806,  59  Am.  Rep.  459;  Fitmerald  v. 
8.  Ct  1229,  30  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  1156;  Flanagan,  165  la.  217, 135  N.  W.  738, 
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to  suppress  fraudulent  and  stale  claims  from  Efpringjng  up  at  great 
distances  of  time,  and  surprising  parties  or  their  rq>resentatives, 
when  all  the  proper  vouchers  and  evidence  are  lost,  or  the  facts 
have  become  obscure  from  the  If^e  of  time,  or  the  defective  memory 
or  death  or  removal  of  witnesses.**  Enactments  designated  as  short 
limitation  statutes  have  also  frequently  been  passed,  having  reference 
to  some  particular  acticms  or  situations,  as  for  instance  actions  against 
executors  or  administrators,  in  which  latter  case  it  is  said  that  the 
purpose  is  to  compel  claimants  promptly  to  seek  enforcement  of  their 
claims  when  rejected  in  order  that  there  may  be  a  speedy  ascertain- 
ment at  least  of  the  liabilities  of  the  deceased.**  Statutes  of  this  gen- 
ial character  are  said  to  be  vital  to  the  welftu^  of  society  and  to  be 
favored  in  the  law.  They  are  found  and  approved  in  all  systems 
of  enlightened  jurisprudence.^*  The  mischief  which  statutes  of  limi- 

Ann.  Cas.  1914C  1104; , Taylor  v.  HUm,  33  Am.  Dee.  246;  Virerinia  Hot  Springs 

5  Kan.  498,  7  Am.  Rep.  558;  Hutchin-  Co.  v.  McCmy,  106  Va.  461,  56  S.  E. 
son  V.  Hutchinson,  92  Kan.  518,  141  216, 10  Ann.  Cas.  179, 10  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
Pac.  589,  52  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1165;  Win-  465;  Bettman  v.  Cowley,  19  Wash.  207, 
cheater,  etc.,  Turnpike  Co.  v.  WicklifEe,  53  Pac.  53,  40  L.R.A.  815. 

100  Ky.  531,  38  S.  W.  866,  66  A.  S.  E.  Notes:  39  A.  S.  H.  739;  65  A  S.  R. 
356;  Whitaker  v.  Rice,  9  Minn.  13,  86  690;  101  A.  S.  E.  145;  102  A.  S.  E. 
Am.  Dec.  78;  Willoughby  v.  Irish,  36  757;  3  L.E.A.(N.S.)  260;  29  L.RA. 
Minn.  63,  27  N.  "W.  379,  59  Am.  Rep.  (N.S.)  346. 

297;  Brown  v.  Pinkerton,  95  Minn.  14.  Bailey  v.  Glover,  21  Wall.  342, 
153,  103  N.  W.  897,  111  A.  S.  R.  448  ;  22  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  636;  Anaconda  Min. 
Carson  v.  Hunter,  46  Mo.  467,  2  Am.  Co.  v.  Sails,  16  Mont  8,  39  Pac.  909, 
Rep.  529;  Sehaeffer  V.Miller,  41  Mont.  50  A.  8.  E.  472;  McMuUen  v.  Win- 
417,  109  Pac.  970,  137  A.  S.  B.  746;  field  Bldg.,  etc.,  Assn.,  64  Kan.  298,  67 
Mayberry  v.  Willoughby,  5  Neb.  368,  Pac.  892,  91  A.  S.  E.  236  and  note, 
25  Am.  Rep.  491;  Newhall  v.  Field,  13  56  L.E.A.  924;  Adams  v.  Coon,  36 
N.  M.  82,  79  Pac.  711,  12  Ann.  Cas.  Okla.  644,  129  Pac.  851,  44  L.R.A. 
979;  Van  Keuren  v.  Parmelee,  2  N.  Y.  (N.S.)  264;  Smith  v.  Mitchell,  Eice  L. 
523,  51  Am.  Dec.  322;  Shoemaker  v.  (S.  C.)  316,  33  Am.  Dec.  119. 
Benedict,  11  N.  Y.  176,  62  Am.  Dec.  Note:  95  A.  S.  E.  657. 
95;  Broadfoot  v.  Fayetteville,  124  N.  15.  Van  Ness  v.  Kenyon,  208  N.  Y. 
C.  478,  32  S.  E.  804,  70  A.  S.  R.  610;  228,  101  N.  E.  881,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D 
Neilson  v.  Fry,  16  Ohio  St.  652,  91  221.  See  Exeoutohs  and  Adminis- 
Am.  Dec.  110;  Adams  v.  Coon,  36  trators,  voL  11,  p.  210  et  se<i. 
Okla.  644,  129  Pac.  851,  44  UR.A.  16.  McCluny  v.  SilUman,  3  Pet.  270, 
(N.S.)  624;  Ekel  v.  Sneirly,  3  Watts  7  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  676;  Steams  v.  Page, 

6  S.  (Pa.)  272,  38  Am.  Dec.  758;  7  How.  819,  12  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  928; 
Smilie  v.  BiJfle,  2  Pa.  St.  52,  44  Am.  Wood  v.  Carpenter,  101  U.  S.  135,  25 
Dec.  156;  Kensington  Bank  v.  Patton,  U.  8.  (L.  ed.1  807;  Union  Cent.  Life 
14  Pa.  St.  479,  63  Am.  Dec.  564;  Fay-  Ins.  Co.  v.  Spinks,  119  Ky.  261,  83 
soux  V.  Prather,  1  Nott  &  McC.  (S.  S.  W.  615,  84  S.  W.  1160,  7  Ann.  Cas. 
C.)  296,  9  Am.  Dec.  691;  Adamson  v.  913,  69  L.E.A.  264;  Wetmore  v. 
Smith,  2  Mill,  Const.  (S.  C.)  269,  12  Crouch,  188  Mo.  647,  S.  W.  954, 
Am.  Dec.  666;  Amaker  v.  New,  33  S.  3  Ann.  Cas.  94:  Mayberry  v.  Willough- 
C.  28,  11  S.  E.  386,  8  L.R.A.  687;  by,  5'  Neb.  368,  25  Am.  Rep.  4^1; 
Sutton  V.  Burrusa,  9  Leigh  (Va.)  381,  Amaker  v.  New,  33  8.  C.  28,  12  S.  E. 
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tation  are  intended  to  remedy  is  the  general  inconvenience  resulting 
from  delay  in  the  assertion  of  a  legal  right  which  it  is  practicable 
to  assert.^^ 

4.  Extinguishment  of  Remedy  and  Not  Right. — Although  it  is 

said  that  it  would  seem  more  consistent  with  the  operation  of  the 
statute  as  one  of  repose  to  hold  that  it  not  only  goes  to  the  remedy 
but  takes  away  the  right  itself,  as  otherwise  only  a  partial  repose 
is  e£fected,^^  and  in  some  cases  it  is  stated  that  it  operates  to  extin- 
guish the  right,*'  yet  ordinarily  this  declaration  is  not  to  be  con- 
strued as  meaning  that  the  ri^t  is  thus  satisfied,  but  rather  that 
in  a  legal  sense,  so  far  as  there  may  be  a  judicial  enforcement  of 
the  demand,  its  existence  is  at  an  end.^"  A  statute  of  limitations 
strictly  so  called,  excluding  of  course  those  cases  where  a  title  or 
right  may  be  acquired  by  prescription,*  operates  generally  on  the 
remedy  directly  and  does  not  extinguish  the  right*  The  claim  thus 

386,  8  L.R.A.  687;  Shelby  v.  Shelby,  137;  Wells  v.  Enright,  127  Cal.  669,  60 

Cooke  (Tenn.)  179,  5  Am.  Dec.  686.  Pae.  439,  49  L.R.A.  (U7;  Holmquist  v. 

17.  Lewey  v.  H.  C.  Frioke  Coke  Co.,  Gilbert,  41  Colo.  113,  92  Pac.  232,  14 

166  Pa.  St.  536,  31  Atl.  261,  45  A.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  479;  Brown  v.  Bell,  46 


19.  Pierce  v.  Seymour,  52  Wis.  272,  ler,  3  Conn.  131,  8  Am.  Dec.  160  and 
9  N.  W.  71,  38  Am.  Rep.  737;  Kin-  note;  Parsons  t.  Utica  Cement  Mfg. 
partner  t.  Illinois  Steel  Co.,  103  Wis.  Co.,  82  Conn.  333,  73  AtL  785,  135 
373,  79  N.  W.  433,  74  A.  S.  B.  87L  A.  S.  B.  278;  Lieberman  v.  Wihning- 

20.  Eingartner  t.  Illinois  Steel  Co.,  ton  First  Nat.  Bank,  2  Penn.  (Del) 
103  Wis.  373,  79  M.  W.  433,  74  A.  416,  45  AU.  901,  82  A.  S.  R.  414, 
S.  R.  871.  48  L.R.A.  514;  Morrison  v.  Baltimore, 

1.  lightfoot  V,  Davis,  198  N.  7.  261,  ete.,  B.  Co.,  40  App.  Cas.  (D.  C.)  391, 
91  N.  E.  582,  139  A.  S.  B.  817,  19  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  1026;  Tate  v.  Clem- 
Ann.  Cas.  747,  29  L.B.A.(N.S.)  119.  ents,  16  Fla.  339,  26  Am.  Rep.  709; 
See  Adverse  Possession,  vol.  1,  p.  West  v.  Theis,  15  Idaho  167,  96  Pac. 
682;  Ndisanobs;  Propehtt.  932,  128  A.  S.  R.  58, 17  L.B.A.(N.S.} 

2.  Hopkirk  v.  Bell,  3  Cranch  454,  472;  Sterrett  v.  Sweeney,  15  Idaho 
2  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  497;  Edwards  v.  Kear-  416,  98  Pac  418,  128  A.  S.  R.  68  and 
zey,  96  U.  S,  595,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  note,  20  L.B.A.(N.S.)  963;  Dem  v. 
793;  Campbell  v.  Holt.  115  U.  S.  620,  Olsen,  18  Idaho  358,  110  Pa£.  164, 
6  S.  Ct.  209,  29  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  483;  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  1,  L.R.A.1915B 
Campbell  v.  Haverill,  155  U.  S.  610,  1016;  Taylor  v.  Miles,  5  Kan.  498,  7 
15  S.  Ct.  217,  39  U.  S.  {L.  ed.)  280;  Am.  Rep.  558;  Graves  v.  Graves,  2 
Lamb  v.  Powder  River  Live  Stock  Bibb  (Ky.)  207,  4  Am.  Dec.  697; 
Co.,  132  Fed.  434,  65  C.  C.  A.  570,  Com.  v.  McGowan,  4  Bibb  (Ky.)  62, 
67  L.B.A.  568;  Coleman  v.  Holmes,  44  7  Am.  Dee.  737;  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co. 
Ala.  124,  4  Am.  Rep.  121;  GaUiher  v.  v.  Whitlow,  105  Ky.  1,  43  S.  W. 
State  Mat.  Life  Ins.  Co.,  160  Ala.  543,  711,  41  LJI.A.  614;  Louisville,  etc., 
43  So.  833,  124  A.  S.  R.  83;  Field  v.  R.  Co.  v.  Smith,  125  Ky.  336,  101 
Dipkinson,  3  Ark.  409,  36  Am.  Dec  S.  W.  317,  128  A.  S.  B.  254;  Lam- 
458;  Wassell  V.  Reardon,  11  Ark.  705,  berton  v.  Grant,  94  Me.  508,  48 
54Am.Dec.  245;  McCormick  V.Brown,  Atl.  127,  80  A.  S.  R.  415  and 
36  Cal.  180,  95  Am.  Dec.  170  and  note;  Barney  v.  Smith,  4  Harr.  &  J. 
note;  Speet  v.  Sport,  88  Cal.  437,  26  (Md.)  485,  7  Am.  Dec.  C79;  Stewart  v. 
Pac  203,  22  A.  S.  B.  314,  13  L.B.A.  Oarrott,  65  Md.  392,  6  Atl.  324,  57 


S.  R.  684,  28  L.R.A.  283. 
18.  Note:  95  A.  S.  B.  658. 


Colo.  163,  103  Pac  380,  133  A.  S.  B, 
64, 23  LJt.A.(N.S.)  1096;  Lord  v.  Sha- 
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barred  ceases  to  be  a  legal  obligation  and  becomes  a  mere  moral 
one,*  which  the  law  will  not  lend  its  aid  to  enforce.*  In  conformity 
to  this  view  such  a  statute  ia  not  regarded  as  pertaining  to  the  essence 
of  a  contract  so  as  to  extinguish  the  agreement.*  On  the  contrary, 
it  t»  a  defense  in  bar  to  a  recovery  thereon  which  confesses  and  admita 
a  valid  existing  contract,  which  by  lapse  of  time  ia  presumed  to  have 
been  satisfied.*  And  in  the  case  of  a  debt  the  statute  does  not,  after 
the  prescribed  period,  have  the  same  effect  as  a  discharge  or  pay- 
ment. It  runs  only  against  the  remedy,^  by  permitting  the  debtor  to 

Am.  Rep.  333;  Townaend  v.  TyncUJe,  Springs  Co.  v.  McCray,  106  Va.  461, 
165  Mass.  293,  165  N.  E.  293,  52  A.  56  S.  E.  216,  10  Ann.  Cas.  179,  10 
S.  B.  513  and  note;  Mulvey  v.  Boston,  L.R.A.(N.S.)  465;  Ralston  v.  Weston, 
197  Mass.  178,  83  N.  E.  402,  14  Ann.  46  W.  Va.  544,  33  S.  E.  326,  76  A. 
Cas.  349;  WOloughby  v.  Irish,  35  Minn.  S.  R.  834;  Brown  v.  Biekwell,  1  Pin. 
63,  27  N.  W.  379,  59  Am.  Rep.  297;  (Wis.)  226,  39  Am.  Dec.  299;  Pritch- 
Davis  V.  Minor,  1  How.  (Miss.)  183,  ard  v.  Howell,  1  Wis.  131,  60  Am.  Dec. 
28  Am.  Dec.  325;  Briscoe  v.  Anketell,  363;  R«Iyea  v.  Tomahawk  Paper,  etc., 
28  Miss.  361,  61  Am.  Dee.  553;  May-  Co.,  102  Wis.  301,  78  N.  W.  412,  72 
berry  v.  Willoughby,  5  Neb.  368,  25  A.  S.  R.  878;  Arp  v.  Allis-Chalmers 
Am.  Rep.  491;  Ludlow  v.  Van  Camp,  Co.,  130  Wis.  454, 110  N.  W.  386,  U8 
7  N.  J.  L.  113,  11  Am.  Dec.  529  and  A.  S.  R.  1036,  8  L.R.A,(N.S.)  997; 
note;  Newhall  v.  Field,  13  N.  M.  82,  Union  Stockyards  Nat.  Bank  v.  Maika, 
79  Pac,  711,  12  Ann.  Cas.  979;  De-  16  Wyo.  141,  92  Pac  619,  125  A.  S. 
couche  V.  Savetier,  3  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  R.  1032  and  note,  14  Ann.  Cas.  977. 
Y.)  190,  8  Am.  Dec.  478;  Hubert  v.  Notes:  101  A.  S.  R.  146;  128  A. 
dark,  128  N.  Y.  295,  28  N.  E.  638,  S.  R.  75;  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  901;  16  Eng. 
14  UR.A.  59;  Meigs  v.  Roberts,  162  Rul.  Cas.  297. 

N.  Y.  371,  56  N.  E.  838,  76  A.  S.  R.     3.  Kyle  v.  WeUs,  17  Pa.  St  286,  55 

322;  House  v.  Carr,  185  N.  Y.  453,  Am.  Dec.  555. 

78  N.  E.  171,  113  A.  S.  R.  936,  7      Note:  61  Am.  Dec.  557. 

Ann.  Cas.  185,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  510;     4.  Ludlow  v.  Van  Camp,  7  N.  J.  L. 

Lightfoot  V.  Davis,  198  N.  Y.  261,  91  113,  11  Am.  Dec.  529;  Johnson  v.  Al- 

N.  G.  582,  139  A.  S.  B.  817,  19  Ann.  bany,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  54  N.  Y.  416,  13 

Cas.  747,  29  L.R.A.(N.S.)  119;  Simon-  Am.  Rep.  607. 

ton  T.  Clark,  65  N.  C.  525,  6  Am.  Rep.  5.  Graves  v.  Graves,  2  Bibb  (Ky.) 
752;  CoUmial,  etc.,  Mort^.  Co.  v.  Nortit-  207,  4  Am.  Dee.  697;  Briseoe  v.  Anke- 
west  Thresher  Co.,  14  N.  D.  147,  103  tell,  28  Miss.  361,  61  Am.  Dee.  563. 
N.  W.  915, 116  A.  S.  R.  642, 8  Ann.  Cas.  6.  Wassell  v.  Reardon,  11  Aik.  705, 
1160,  70  L.R.A.  814;  Eerper  Wood,  64  Am.  Dee.  245;  Ludlow  v.  Van 
48  Ohio  613,  29  N.  E.  601,  15  L.R.A.  Gamp,  7  N.  J.  L.  113, 11  Am.  Dee.  520 
666;  Levy  v.  Cadet,  17  Serg.  ft  R.  7.  Sterrett  v.  Sweeney,  15  Idfdio  416, 
(Pa.)  126, 17  Am.  Dec.  6S0;  Robinson  98  Pac.  418, 128  A.  S.  R.  68  and  not^ 
V.  Pittsburgh,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  32  Pa.  St.  20  L.B^.(N.S.)  963;  Com.  v.  McGow- 
334,  72  Am.  Dec.  792  and  note;  Hart-  an,  4  Bibb  (Ky.)  62,  7  Am.  Dee.  737: 
ranft's  Estate,  153  Pa.  St.  530,  26  Atl.  Lndlow  v.  Van  Camp,  7  N.  J.  L.  113, 
104,  34  A.  S.  R.  717;  Smith  v.  Mitfrbell,  11  Aul  Dec.  629;  Colton  v.  Depev,  60 
Riee  L.  (S.  C.)  316,  33  Am.  Dee.  110;  N.  J.  Eq.  464,  46  AtL  728,  83  A.  8. 
Jackson  v.  Plyter,  38  S.  C.  498, 17  S.  R.  650  and  note;  Johnson  v.  Albany, 
E.  255,  37  A.  S.  R.  782;  Connecticut  etc.,  R.  Co.,  64  N.  Y.  416, 13  Am.  Rep. 
Mut.  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Dunscome,  108  607;  Hulbert  v.  Clark,  128  N.  Y.  295, 
Tenn.  724,  69  S.  W.  345,  91  A.  S.  R.  28  N.  E.  638,  14  L.R.A.  59;  Lightfoot 
769,  58  L.R.A.  694;  Virginia  Hot  v.  Davis,  198  N.  Y.  261,  91  N.  E.  582, 
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say  that  the  obligation  is  stale  and  for  that  reason  should  not  bo 
enforced.* 

5.  Character  of  Defense. — ^In  some  jurisdictions  the  defense  afforded 
by  the  statute  has  not  been  treated  with  tbe  same  favor  as  ordinary 
defenses  on  the  theory  that  Uiwe  is  an  element  of  dishonw  involv^ 
in  the  assertion  of  it,  and  some  discretion  is  allowed  the  court  in 
connection  with  the  right  to  assert  it  under  certain  circumstances.* 
As  a  general  rule,  however,  statutes  of  limitation  are  now  considered 
as  wise  and  beneficent  in  their  purpose  and  tendency,^**  and  as  fur- 
nishing a  defense  as  meritorious  as  any  other,'^  and  one  to  which 
all  men  an  entitled  as  a  right"  They  should  receive,  if  not  a  lib- 

139  A.  8.  B.  817,  19  Ann.  Gas.  747,  Wbittaker  v.  Bie&  9  Minn.  13, 86  Am. 

.i9  L.R.A.(N.S.)  119:  Menzel  v.  Hm-  Dec.  78;  Aaaeonda  Hin.  Co.  v.  Saile, 

ton,  132  N.  C.-660,  44  S.  E.  385,  95  16  Uoat.  8,  39  Pac.  909,  50  A.  S.  R. 

A.  S.  R.  647  and  note;  Robinson  v.  472;  Uayberry  t.  WiUongh})y,  fi  Neb. 

Pittsburgh,  etc,  R.  Co.,  32  Pa.  St  368,  26  Am.  Rep.  491;  Demareet  v. 

334,  72  Am.  Deo.  792  and  note;  Pitta-  Wynkoop,  3  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  129, 

burgh,  etc.,  Rl  Co.  t.  Byers,  32  Pa.  8  Am.  Dec.  467;  Van  Keuren  t.  Par- 

St  22,  72  Am.  Dec.  770;  Smith  T,  melee,  2  N.  Y.  523,  51  Am.  Dee.  322; 

MitcheU,  Rice  L.  (S.  C.)  316,  33  Am.  Gilmon  t.  Ham,  142  N.  Y.  1,  36  N. 

Dee.  119;  Amaker  t.  New,  33  6.  C  E.  826,  40  A.  S.  R.  554  and  note; 

28,  11  S.  £.  386,  8  LJI.A.  687.  Robson  v.  Wall,  2  Nott  ft  UcC.  (S.  C.) 

Note:  39  A.  S.  B.  739.  498, 10  Am.  Dee.  623;  Colea  v.  Kelsey, 

8.  Sterrett  r.  Sweeney,  15  Idaho  416,  2  Tex.  541,  47  Am.  Dec.  661. 
98  Pao.  418, 128  A.  S.  R.  68  and  note,     Note:  95  A.  S.  B.  657. 

20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  963;  Newhall  r.  Field,  11.  McClnny  v.  Silliman,  3  Pet  270, 
13  N.  M.  82, 79  Pao.  711, 12  Ann.  Gas.  7  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  676;  Duproe  v.  Uan- 
979.  sur,  214  U.  S.  161,  29  S.  Ct  548,  53 

9.  Van  Keuren  v.  Pamelee,  2  N.  Y.  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  950;  Lowther  v.  Cbap- 
523,  51  Am.  Dee.  322;  Shoemaker  v.  pell,  8  Ala.  353.  42  Am.  Dec  364} 
Benedict,  11  N.  Y.  176,  62  Am.  Dec  Nelson  v.  Montgomery  First  Nat.  Bant^ 
95;  Levy  v.  Cadet,  17  Serg.  &  R.  139  Ala.  578,  36  So.  707,  101  A.  S. 
(Pa.)  126,  17  Am.  Dec.  650;  Faysoux  R.  52;  Lilly-Brackett  Co.  v.  Sonne- 
V.  Prather,  1  Nott  &  McC.  (S.  C.)  mann,  157  CaL  192,  106  Pac.  715, 
296,  9  Am.  Dee.  691;  Whereatt  v.  21  Ann.  Gas.  1279  and  note;  Anaconda 
North,  108  Wis.  291,  84  N.  W.  441,  Min.  Co.  v.  Saile,  ]6  Mont  8,  39  Pac 
81  A.  S.  R.  899.    See  supra,  par.  2.  909,  50  A.  S.  R.  472;  Wheeler  v.  Cas- 

10.  BeU  V.  Morrison,  1  Pet.  351,  tor,  U  N.  D.  347,  92  N.  W.  381,  61 
7  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  174;  Coleman  v.  L Jl A.  746  and  note ;  Shock  v.  McChes- 
Holmes,  44  Ala.  124,  4  Am.  Rep.  121;  nev,  4  Yeates  (Pa.)  507,  2  Am.  Dec. 
Lilly-Brackett  Co.  v.  Sonnemann,  157  415;  Ekel  v.  Snevily,  3  Watts  &  S. 
Gal.  192,  106  Pac.  715,  21  Ann.  Gas.  (Pa.)  272,  38  Am.  Dec.  758;  Faysoux 
1279  and  note;  Martin  v.  Broach,  6  v.  Prather,  1  Nott  &  McG.  (S.  C.) 
Ga.  21,  50  Am.  Dec.  306 ;  Bell  v.  Row-  290,  9  Am.  Dee.  691 ;  Thomas  v.  Price, 
land,  Hardin  (Ky.)  301,  3  Am.  Dec  33  Wash.  459,  74  Pac.  563,  99  A.  S. 
729;  Union  Cent  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  R.  961;  Whereatt  v.  Worth,  108  Wis. 
Spinks,  119  Ky.  261,  83  S.  W.  615,  84  291,  84  N.  W.  441,  81  A.  S.  R.  899 
S.  W.  1160,  7  Ann.  Cas.  913,  69  LlR.A.  and  note. 

264;  .First  Massachusetts  Turnpike  Notes:  95  A.  S.  R.  667  ;  21  Ann. 
Corp.  V.  Field,  3  Mass.  201,  3  Am.  Dee.  Gas.  1282. 

124;  Gillingham  v.  Brown,  178  Mass.  12.  Anaconda  Min.  Co.  t.  Saile,  16 
417.  60  N.  E.  122,  5-^  L.R.A.  320;  Mont  8,  39  Pac  909,  50  A.  S.  B.  471 
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eral,  at  least  a  reasonable,  construction,  in  furtherance  of  their  mani- 
f^t  object,^'  and  are  entitled  to  the  same  respect  as  other  ^tutea 
and  ought  not  to  be  explained  away."  Therefore  in  opening  a  default 
against  a  defendant  on  the  ground  of  his  excusable  negligence,  the 
court  commits  no  error  in  refusing  to  impose  any  terms  interfering 
with  his  right  to  interpose  this  defense.^* 

6.  Nature  of  Right  to  Assert  Defense. — The  right  of  a  party  after 
the  statute  has  run  to  avail  himself  of  the  defense  it  affords  ir*  a 
vested  one,'*  which  cannot  be  taken  from  him  without  his  consent," 
and  which  is  held  not  to  be  affected  by  the  fact  that  he  may  have 
put  it  in  motion  by  his  own  wrong.'*  But  a  plea  of  the  statute 
is  not  compulsory,  being  a  personal  privilege  of  which  a  party  may 
avail  himself  or  not  as  he  pleases.*'  Such  statute^  control  future 
procedure  in  reference  to  previously  existing  causes  of  action,*^  and 
the  law  in  force  at  the  time  the  action  is  brought  determines  the 
right  of  a  party  to  sue.*  Also  the  form  of  action  and  not  the  cause 
thereof  must  determine  whether  it  is  barred  by  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions.* 

II,  Validity  and  Constitutionality  of  Statutbs 


7.  Power  of  Sovereignty  to  Establish  Limitations. — It  is  now  well 
understood  that  each  nation  may  organize  its  judicial  tribunals  accord- 
ing to  itd  notions  of  policy,  and  may  prescribe  the  time  within  whicli 
suits  shall  be  litigated  in  its  courts.  Prescription  is  a  thing  of 
policy,  growing  out  of  the  experience  of  its  necessity;  and  the  time 
after  which  suits  or  actions  shall  be  barred  has  been,  from  remote 

13.  Palmer  v.  PaJmer,  36  Mich.  487,  S.  R.  371  and  note;  Wliereatt  v.  Worth, 
24  Am.  Rep.  605;  Anaconda  Min.  Co.  108  Wis.  291,  84  N.  W.  441,  81  A. 
V.  Saile,  16  Mont.  8,  39  Pao.  9U9,  50  S.  R.  8;)^  and  note. 


14.  Clementson     v.     Williams,     8  See  infra,  par.  15. 

Cranch  72,  3  U.  S.   (L.  ed.)   491;  17.  McCarliiv  v.  White,  21  Cal.  495, 

United  States  v.  Wilder,  13  Wall.  254,  82  Am.  Dec.  754. 

20  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  681;  Shepherd  v.  18.  San  Antonio  Eeal  Estate,  etc., 

Thompson,  122  U.  S.  231,  7  S.  Ct  Ass'n  v.  Stewart,  94  Tex.  441,  61  S. 

1229,  30  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1156;  Bangs  W.  386,  86  A.  S.  R.  864. 

V.  Hall,  2  Pick.  (Mass.)  368,  13  Am.  19.  Lee  v.  Feamater,  21  W.  Va.  108, 

Dec.  437 ;  Levy  v.  Cadet,  17  Sei^.  &  45  Am.  Rep.  549.  See  also  infra,  par. 

E.  (Pa.)  126,  17  Am.  Dec.  650;  Fay-  240. 

60UV  V.  Prather,  1  Nott  &  McC.  (S.  20.  Mulvey  t.  Boston,  197  Uass.  178, 


16.  Anaconda  Min.  Co.  v.  Salle,  16  infra,  par.  28. 
Mont  8,  39  Pac.  909,  50  A.  S.  R.  472.      1.  Patterson  t.  Gaines,  6  How.  550, 

16.  Elngrartner  v.  Illinois  Steel  Co.,  12  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  553. 
103  Wis.  373,  79  N.  W.  433.  74  A.     2.  Stringer  t.  Stevens'  Estate,  146 
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antiquity,  fixed  by  every  nation  in  virtue  of  that  sovereignty  by  which 
it  exercises  its  le^slation  for  all  persona  and  property  within  its  juris- 
diction. This  is  generally  considered  as  being  the  foundation  of 
the  right  to  pass  statsates  of  prescription  or  limitation  But  the  power 
of  a  nation  to  enact  limitation  laws  is  restricted  to  persons  within  its 
jurisdiction.  Where  the  parties  remain  domiciled  within  the  terri- 
torial limit  of  such  jurisdiction  during  the  full  period  within  which 
a  statute  of  limitations  runs,  their  rights  are  completely  barred.  But 
where  one  or  more  of  the  parties  change  their  domicil  before  the 
statute  has  fully  run,  such  change  of  residence  may  have  the  effect 
of  suspending  the  statute  and  permitting  other  nations  to  toeat  the 
rights  as  not  barred  thereby.* 

8.  Power  of  State  and  Federal  Govemments. — The  power  of  the 
legislature  of  each  state  to  enact  statutes  of  limitation  *  and  rules  of 
prescription  is  well  recognized  and  unqu^tioned.*  Statutes  of  this 
character  are  founded  on  state  policy,'  and  tlie  legislature  out  of 
consideration  for  the  public  welfare  may  fix  periods  within  which 
actions  shall  be  brought,*  without  making  any  exceptions  whatever.^ 
Since  the  United  States  is  immune  from  suit  by  reason  of  the  pro- 
visions  of  the  federal  constitution,'"  except  wh&a  it  consents  to  be 
sued,  it  is  competent  for  Congress  to  limit  its  liability  not  only  in 
respect  to  specified  causra  of  action,  but  by  imposing  prescribed 
periods  within  which  suit  must  be  brought  against  the  United  States." 
Congress,  having  plenary  power  over  the  subject  of  bankruptcy,  may 
likewise  preecribe  such  limitations  of  time,  binding  both  on  the  state 

Mich.  181,  109  N.  W.  269,  117  A.  7.  Griffin  v.  McKenzie,  7  Ga.  163,  50 

S.  R.  620,  10  Ann.  Cas.  337,  8  L.R.A.  Am.  Dec.  38!) ;  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co. 

(N.S.)  393.  V.  Burkhart,  154  Ky.  92,  157  S.  W. 

3.  M'Elmoyle  v.  Cohen,  13  Pet.  312,  18,  46  L.R.A.(N.S.)  687.  For  sUte- 
Ib  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  177;  Metcalf  v.  ment  of  reasons  for  limitatioD  laws, 
Watertown,  153  U.  S.  671,  14  S.  Ct  see  infra,  par.  9. 

947,  38  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  861.  8.  Gilflllan  v.  Pennsylvania  Union 

4.  Canadian  Pac.  R.  Co.  v.  Johnson,  Canal  Co.,  109  U.  S.  401,  3  S.  Ct.  304, 
61  Fed.  738,  26  U.  S.  App.  85,  9  C.  27  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  977;  Griffin  v.  Mc- 
C.  A.  587,  25  L.R.A.  470.  Kenzie,  7  Ga.  163,  50  Am.  Dec.  389 

5.  Saranac  Land,  etc.,  Co.  v.  New  and  note;  O'Keefe  v.  Behrens,  73  Kan. 
York  Comptroller,  177  U.  S.  318,  20  469,  85  Pae.  556,  9  Ann.  Cas.  867, 
S.  Ct  642,  44  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  786;  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  354;  Von  Baumbach  v. 
Lawrence  v.  Louisville,  96  Ky.  595,  29  Bade,  9  Wis.  559,  76  Am.  Dec.  283. 
S.  W.  450,  49  A.  S.  R.  309,  27  L.R.A.  9.  Lewis  v.  Pawnee  Bill's  Wild  West 
560;  Soper  v.  Lawrence  Bros.  Co.,  98  Co.,  6  Penn.  (Del.)  316,  66  Atl.  471, 
Me.  268,  66  Atl.  908,  99  A.  S.  R.  397;  16  Ann.  Cas.  903. 

Gilbert  v.  Ackerman,  159  N.  Y.  118,  10.  See  United  States. 

63  N.  E.  753,  45  L.R.A.  118;  Adams,  11.  Nichols  v.  United  States,  7  Wall, 

etc,  Co.  V.  Kenoyer,  17  N.  D.  302,  122,  19  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  125;  Finn  v. 

116  N.  W.  98,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  68L  United  States,  123  U.  S.  227,  8  S.  Ct. 

6^  Bacon  v.  Howard,  20  How.  22, 15  82,  31  U.  S.  (U  ed.)  128. 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  811. 
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and  federal  courts,  for  the  bringiiig  of  actions  to  enforce  rights  in 
favor  of  or  against  a  bankrupt  or  his  estate,  as  it  may  deem  proper.^' 

9.  Reasons  for  Upholding  Validity  of  Statntes.-— Statutes  of  lim- 
itati<m  are  treated  as  statutes  of  repose,^'  and  are  considered  neces- 
sary to  the  welfare  of  society,^*  Since  the  lapse  of  time  carries  away 
with  it  the  means  of  proof,'*  such  statutes  are  deemed  to  be  in  the 
interest  of  morals,  serving  to  prevent  perjuries,  frauds,  and  mis- 
takes,^* and  to  render  pec^le  attentive  to  the  early  adjustment  of 
demands,  and  prevent  the  disturbance  of  settlements  which  have  been 
made  but  of  which  the  proof  may  have  been  lost.^'  They  are  enacted 
on  the  presumption  that  one  having  a  well  founded  c^iim  will  not 
delay  enforcing  it  beyond  a  reasonable  time,  if  he  has  the  power  to 
sue.'* 

10.  Characteristics  of  Valid  Statute  of  Limitations. — It  is  not  nec- 
essarily true  that  every  law  which  may  be  called  a  statute  of  limita^ 
tion  is  of  that  character."  Thus  a  law  prohibiting  suit  on  any 
judgment  or  decree  falling  within  the  designated  conditions,  which 
depend,  not  on  the  judgment,  but  on  the  cause  of  action  which  was 
the  foundation  of  the  judgment,  has  been  held  to  be  invalid  as  not 
properly  constituting  a  statute  of  limitations.**  A  law  which  relates 
to  the  time  of  commencing  actions  and  which  prescribes  the  effect 
of  absence  from  the  state  with  respect  to  the  time  wh«i  an  action 
may  be  commenced  may  properly  be  treated  as  an  ordinary  statute 
of  limitations  on  the  ground  that  it  presoribes  a  law  of  process,  and 
pertains  solely  to  the  remedy  and  neither  interprets,  qualifies,  nor 
extinguishes  the  right  of  action.*  Even  where  a  statute  in  its  opera- 
tion is  somewhat  different  from  the  operation  of  other  statutes  of 
limitation,  in  that  it  acta  on  the  time  within  which  a  preliminary 
notice  shall  be  served  instead  of  the  time  within  which  the  summons 
shall  be  served,  it  may  amount  to  a  limitation  law  properly  to  be  con- 
aidered  as  such.*  The  word  "limitation"  has  been  defined  to  mean  a 

12.  Mitchell  v.  Clark,  110  U.  S.  633,  16.  Bettman  v.  Cowley,  19  Wash. 
4  S.  Ct.  170,  312,  28  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  207,  53  Pac.  53,  40  L.R.A.  815. 
279;  Bowen  v.  Delaware,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  17.  Soper  v.  Lawrence  Bros.  Co.,  98 
153  N.  Y.  476,  47  N.  E.  907,  60  A.  Me.  268,  56  Atl.  908,  99  A.  S.  R.  397. 
S.  R.  667.  18.  Hutchinson  v.  Hutchinson,  92 

13.  See  supra,  par.  3.  Kan.  518,  141  Pac.  589,  62  L.R.A. 

14.  Edwards  v.  Kearzey,  96  U.  S.  (N.S.)  1165. 

595,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  793;  Lamb  v.  19.  Taylor  v.  Miles,  5  Kao.  498,  7 

Powder  River  Live  Stock  Co.,  132  Fed.  Am.  Rep.  558. 

434,  65  C.  C.  A.  570,  67  L.R.A.  558;  Note:  50  Am.  Dec.  392. 

O'Keefe  v.  Behrens,  73  Kan.  469,  85  20.  Christmas  v.  Russell,  5  Wall. 

Pac  555,  9  Ann.  Cas.  867,  8  L.R.A.  290,  18  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  475. 

(N.S.)  354.  1.  Lamberton  v.  Grant,  94  Me.  508, 

16.  Edwards  v.  Kearzey,  96  U.  S.  48  Atl.  127,  80  A.  S.  R.  415. 

595,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  793;  Lamb  v.  2.  Arp  v.  Allis-Chalmers  Co.,  130 

Powder  River  Live  Stock  Co..  132  Fed.  Wis.  464,  110  N.  W.  386,  118  A.  S. 

434,  65  C.  C.  A.  570,  67  L.B.A.  558.  R.  1036,  8  LJI.A.(N.S.)  997. 
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bar  to  the  remedy  on  the  plaintiff's  cause  of  action  occasioned  by 
the  lapse  of  time  since  the  cause  of  action  arose."  And  it  has  been 
said  that  a  statute  of  limitation  can  only  be  applied  where  one  person 
has  received  or  suffered  some  injury  from  another  person  either 
in  contract  or  tort,  for  the  remedy  on  a  cause  of  action  cannot  be 
barred  unless  such  cause  of  action  has  in  fact  arisen.* 


Legislative  ModificaMon  of  Statvie$ 

11.  Shortening  Statutory  Period. — Not  only  may  the  le^lature 
as  a  general  rule  establish  a  new  limitaticm  where  none  existed  befdte,* 
and  make  it  apply  to  a  cause  of  action  against  which  there  was  no 
such  statute  in  existence  when  it  was  created,'  but  it  may  also  change 
an  existing  statute,'  and  shorten  the  periods  of  limitation,  provided 
a  reasonable  time  is  allowed  for  actions  to  be  brought.^ 

12.  Lengthening  Period. — ^The  legislature  also  has  power  to  extend 
the  period  of  an  existing  statute  of  limitations,'  and  lengthen  the 
time  in  which  suit  may  be  brought  in  r^;ard  to  contracts  and  causes 


S.  Christmas  v.  RusseU,  6  WaU.  290,  4  8.  Ct.  170,  312,  28  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
18  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  476.  279;  Campbell  v.  Holt,  U5  U.  S.  620, 

4.  Taylor  v.  Miles,  5  Kan.  498,  7  6  S.  Ct.  209,  29  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  483; 
Am.  Rep.  558.  Wheeler  v.  Jackson,  137  U.  S.  245, 

5.  Terry  v.  Anderson,  95  U.  S.  628,  11  S.  a.  76,  34  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  659; 
24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  3G5;  United  States  Tui-ner  v.  New  York,  168  U.  S.  90,  18 
Fidelity,  etc.,  Co.  v.  United  States,  209  S.  Ct.  38,  42  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  392;  Tipton 
U.  S.  306,  28  S.  Ct.  537,  52  U.  S.  v.  Smythe,  78  Ark.  392,  94  S.  W.  678, 
(L.  ed.)  804;  Tipton  v.  Smythe,  78  116  A.  S.  R.  44,  8  Ann.  Cas.  521  and 
Ark.  392,  94  S.  W.  678,  115  A.  S.  R.  note,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  714;  Lawrence 
44,  8  Ann.  Cas.  521  and  note,  7  L.R.A.  v.  Louisville,  96  Ky.  595,  29  S.  AV. 
(N.S.)  714;  Lawrence  v.  Louisville,  460,  49  A.  S.  R.  309,  27  L.R.A.  560; 
96  Ky.  595,  29  S.  W.  450,  49  A.  S.  R  Tice  v.  Fleming,  173  Mo.  49,  72  S.  W. 
309,  27  L.B.A.  560;  Von  Baumbach  v.  689,  96  A.  S.  R.  479;  Graves  v.  How- 
Bade,  9  Wis.  559,  76  Am.  Dec.  283.  ard,  159  N.  C.  594,  75  S.  E.  998,  Ann. 

Notes:  8  Ann.  Cas.  625;  Ann.  Cas.  Cas.  19140  665;  Bismarck  Merchants 
1912A  1043.  Nat.  Bank  t.  Braithwaite,  7  N.  D.  358, 

See  supra>  par.  7.  75  N.  W.  244,  66  A.  S.  R.  663;  Bender 

6.  Note:  111  A.  S.  R.  455.  v.  Ciawford,  33  Tex.  745,  7  Am.  Rep. 

7.  Terry  t.  Anderson,  95  U.  S.  628,  270;  Richardson  t.  Cook,  37  Vt  699, 
24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  365]  Hathaway  t.  88  Am.  Dec.  622. 

Merchants*  Loan,  etc.,  Co.,  218  lU.  Notes:  50  Am.  Dee.  391;  111  A. 
580,  75  N.  E.  1060,  4  Ann.  Cas.  164;  S.  R.  455  ;  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  997;  Ann. 
Perkins  v.  Ony,  55  Miss.  153,  30  Am.  Cas.  1912A  1043. 
Rep.  510;  Lawton  v.  Waite,  103  Wis.  As  to  the  validity  of  limitation  laws 
244,  79  N.  W.  321,  45  L.RA..  616.  affecting  rights  which  have  already 
Note:  8  Ann.  Cas.  525.  become  vested  by  the  bar  of  the  exist- 

8.  K<«hkonoiig  v.  Burton,  104  U.  S.  ing  statute,  see  infra,  par.  15, 

66S,  26  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  886;  GilflUan  v.      As  to  the  reasonableness  ot  the  peri- 
Pennsylvania  Union  Canal  Co.,  109  U.  od,  see  infra,  par.  18  et  seq. 
S.  401,  3  S.  Ct.  304,  27  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)      9.  CampbeU  v.  Holt,  115  U.  S.  620, 
977;  Mitchell  v.  Clark,  110  U.  S.  633,  6  S.  Ct  209,  29  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  483; 
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of  action  already  existing.^*  A  statute  may  extend  the  time  of  Umita^ 
tion  for  the  prosecution  of  an  offense,  and  a  defendant  in  whose  favor 
the  original  time  of  limitation  had  not  fully  run  at  the  passage  of  the 
act  may  be  indicted  within  the  newly  established  time,  although  the 
originai  time  has  run  at  the  time  of  finding  the  indictments^ 

IS.  Suspending  Operation  of  Statute. — Under  the  general  power 
.  of  a  state  to  enact  and  repeal  statutes  of  limitation  ^  is  includol  the 
power  to  suspend  them  by  general  law,^*  and  such  a  suspension  does 
not  impair  the  obligation  of  contracts,  or  violate  any  other  constitu- 
tional right**  Although  the  legislature  may,  aa  above  indicated, 
suspend  the  statute  of  limitations  generally,  it  seems  that  it  cannot 
do  80  by  a  special  law  for  particular  cases  without  violating  pro- 
visions contained  in  the  state  bill  of  rights.'*  The  legislature  of 
a  state  is  considered  as  having  peculiar  power  to  take  away  from 
•  municipality  the  right  to  plead  tiie  statutes  of  limitations  whore 
tiie  matter  involved  is  only  of  publio  concern,  and  does  not  involve 
Miy  property  right  of  the  city.** 

14.  Repeal  of  Statute. — ^There  is  no  constitutional  objection  to  the 
repeal  of  a  statute  of  limitation,  with  the  result  that  tiie  right  to  inter- 
pose the  statute  as  a  defense  to  existing  causes  of  action  is  wholly 
abrogated,*'  before  the  right  of  action  is  wholly  barred;  **  but  when 
the  statute  has  once  run,  the  bar  is  absolute  and  the  right  to  sue 
cannot  be  reinstated  by  subsequent  legislation. A  state  may  repeal 
an  exception  in  an  existing  statute  of  limitations,  as  for  example 
one  in  favor  of  persons  beyond  seas,  and  the  repeal  will  not  neces- 

Lawrence  v.  LooisriUe,  96  Ky.  595,  107  Pae.  827,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.}  1188. 

29  S.  W.  450,  49  A.  S.  R.  309.  27  As  to  the  normal  restrictioa  on  the 
L.R.A.  660.  alteration  of  statates  of  limitation  af- 

Notes:  60  Am.  Dee.  391;  8  Ann.  ter  the  ri^ts  have  beeome  vested,  see 

Gas.  525.  infra,  par.  15. 

10.  Richardson  ».  Cook.  37  Vt,  699,  17.  CampbeU  v.  Holt,  115  U.  S. 
88  Am,  Dec  622.  620,  6  S.  Ct.  209,  29  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

11.  Com.  T.  Dufly,  96  Pa.  St.  606,  483;  Bradford  t.  Shine,  13  Fla.  393, 
42  Am.  Rep.  554.  7  Am.  Rep.  239;  Bates  v.  Cnllom,  177 

12.  As  to  the  power  to  repeal  limitftp  Pa.  St.  633,  35  Atl.  861,  56  A.  S.  R. 
tioD  laws,  see  infra,  par.  14.  753,  34  L.R.A.  440. 

13.  PearaaU  v.  Kenan,  79  N.  C.  m.  Note:  111  A.  S.  R.  455. 

28  Am.  Rep.  336.  18.  Lavton  t.  Waate,  103  Wis.  244, 

14.  Seario  v.  Adams,  3  Kan.  516,  89  79  N.  W.  321,  45  L.R.A.  616.  As  to 
Am.  Dec.  598;  Wardlaw  v.  Buzzard,  the  right  to  repeal  a  statute  after  rem- 
15  Rich.  L.  (S.  C.)  158,  94  Am.  Dee.  edy  on  a  cause  of  action  has  been 
148;  Yaney  v.  Yancy,  5  Heisk.  (Tenn.)  barred  by  such  statute,  gee  infra,  par. 
353,  13  Am.  Rep.  5;  Later  v.  Hunter,  15. 

30  Tex.  689,  98  Am.  Dee.  494;  Bender  19.  CampbeU  v.  Holt,  115  U.  S.  620, 
V.  Crawford,  33  Tex.  745,  7  Am.  Rep.  6  S.  Ct.  209,  29  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  483. 
270.  Note:  8  LJl.A.(N.S.)  997. 

15.  Holden  v.  James,  11  Mass.  306,  See  also  Constitutiokal  Law,  toL 
6  Am.  Dee.  174.  6,  p.  318. 

16.  State  V.  Seattle,  57  Wash.  602, 
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sarily  be  unconstitutional  as  applied  tty  causes  of  action  previously 
existing.**  Similarly  it  has  been  held  that  where  the  right  to  dam- 
ages from  the  exercise  of  eminent  domain  has  been  lost  by  neg- 
lect to  observe  a  mere  formality  in  procedure,  a  statute  dispensing 
with  such  formality  is  not  unconstitutional  as  to  those  who  had  a 
good  defense  at  the  time  of  its  passage,  though  its  secondary  and 
incidental  efifect  is  to  remove  the  bar  of  the  statute  of  limitations.' 

15.  Vested  Right  of  Defense  When  Bar  Is  Complete. — One  who  has 
become  released  from  a  demand  by  the  operation  of  the  statute  of 
limitations  is  protected  against  its  revival  by  a  change  in  the  limita- 
tion law,*  the  defense  in  such  case  being  considered  a  vested  right 
or  property,'  which  cannot  be  taken  away  by  legislation,^  or  even 
by  the  action  of  a  constitutional  convention,*  attempting  to  revive 
the  cause  of  action  *  either  by  repeal  of  the  statute  ^  or  by  affirmative 
act' 

16.  Bar  of  Statute  as  Affecting  Rights  in  Property. — There  appears 
to  be  no  divergence  of  opinion  as  to  the  full  applicability  of  the 
principle  that  the  legislature  cannot  divest  a  vested  right  to  a  defense 
under  the  statute  of  limitations,'  whether  the  case  involves  the  title 

20.  Prey  v.  Kirk,  4  GiU  &  J.  (Md.)  4.  Girdner  v.  Stephens,  1  Heisk. 

509,  23  Am.  Dee.  581.  (Tenn.)  280,  2  Am.  Rep.  700;  Yancy 

1.  Danforth  v.  Gorton  Water  Co.,  v.  Yancy,  5  HeisU.  (Tenn.)  353,  13 
178  Mass.  472,  69  N.  E.  1033,  86  A.  Am.  Rep.  5;  Eingartner  v.  IIUnoiB 
S.  R.  495.  Steel  Co.,  103  Wis.  373,  79  N.  W.  433, 

2.  Bradford  v.  Shine,  13  Fla.  393,  74  A.  S.  R.  871. 

7  Am.  Rep.  239;  Board  of  EducatioQ      Note:  95  A.  S.  R.  659. 
V.  Blodgett,  155  111.  441,  40  N.  E.  1025,      6.  Girdner  v.  Stephens,  1  Heisk. 
46  A.  S.  R.  348,  31  L.R.A.  70;  Attor-  (Tenn.)  280,  2  Am.  Rep.  700;  Yancy 
ney-General  v.  Revere  Copper  Co.,  152  v.  Yancy,  5  Heisk.  (Tenn.)  353,  13 
Mass.  444,  25  N.  E.  605,  9  L.R.A.  510;  Am.  Rep.  5. 
Eiugartner  v.  Illinois  Steel  Co.,  103      Note:  45  L.R.A.  614. 
Wis.  373,  79  N.  W.  433,  74  A.  S.  R.      6.  Board  of  Education  v.  Blodgett, 
871.  155  111.  441,  40  N.  E/  1025,  46  A.  S. 

Note:  16  Am.  Dec.  718.  R.  348,  31  L.R.A.  70;  Moore  v.  State, 

3.  Campbell  V.  Holt,  115  U.  S.  620,  6  43  N.  J.  L.  203,  39  Am.  Rep.  558; 

5.  Ct.  209,  29  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  483;  Bradford  v.  Brooks,  2  Aikens  (Vt.) 
Board  of  Education  v.  Blodgett,  155    284,  16  Am.  Dec.  716. 

III.  441,  40  N.  E.  1025,  46  A.  8.  Notes:  50  Am,  Dec  393;  120  A.  S. 

R.  348,  31  L.R.A.  70;  Lawrence  v.  R.  479. 

Ix)TiiavilIe,  96  Ky.  595,  29  S.  W.  450,  7.  Moore  v.  State,  43  N.  J.  L.  203, 

49  A.  S.  R.  309  and  note,  27  L.R.A.  39  Am.  Rep.  558;  Eingartner  v.  Illi- 

560;  Adams,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Kenoyrr,  17  nois  Steel  Co.,  103  Wis.  373,  79  N.  W. 

N.  D.  302,  16  N.  W.  98,  16  L.R.A.  433.  74  A.  S.  R.  871. 

(N  S.)  681;  Eingartner  T.  Illinois  Steel  Note:  95  A.  S.  R.  659. 

Co.,  103  Wis.  373,  79  N.  W.  433,  74  8.  Eingartner  v.  Dlinoia  Steel  Co., 

A.  S.  R.  87X  103  Wis.  373,  79  N.  W.  433,  74  A. 

Note:  95  A.  8.  B.  659.  S.  R.  871. 

See  also  Constttutiomal  Law,  vol.  Note:  95  A.  S.  R.  659. 

6,  p.  318.  9.  See  supra,  par.  15. 
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to  real  estate  or  personal  property. .Where  a  right  of  action  to 
recover  property  is  barred  in  favor  of  one  having  possession  thereof 
the  possessor  becomes  the  owner  of  the  property,  with  all  the  inci- 
dents of  ownetshipf  and  his  title  cannot  be  impaired  by  subsequent 
leg^ation.^ 

17.  Bar  as  Affecting  Other  Rights  than  Those  of  Property. — There 
is  a  conflict  of  authority  on  the  question  whether  the  fall  of  the  bar 
against  an  action  not  involving  the  title  to  real  or  personal  property 
vests  a  right  of  immunity  from  liability,  of  which  the  defendant 
cannot  be  deprived  without  his  consent^*  Some  courts  hold  that 
the  rule  applies  to  every  cause  of  action  without  exception.**  Other 
authorities  take  the  view,  however,  that  where  the  demand  is  on 
contract,  or  any  class  of  action  where  the  statute  merely  gives  a 
defense,  and  does  not  vest  property,  there  is  no  vested  right  to  such 
mere  defense,  and  the  legislature  may,  by  repeal  of  the  statute  or 
otherwise,  revive  the  action,  and  deprive  one  of  such  defense.**  It 
should  be  noted,  however,  that  the  legislature  has  no  power  to  inter- 
fere with  rights  of  action  after  suit  has  been  brou^t  on  them,*' 
and  that  the  authorities  appear  to  agree  that  a  statute  of  limitations 
can,  under  no  circumstances,  operate  retrospectively  to  the  extent  of 
defeating  actions  and  other  proceedings  which  have  been  commenced 
before  its  enactment.*' 


10.  Lawrence  t.  Louisville,  96  Kj.  6  5.  Gt.  209,  29  U.  S.  (U  ed.)  483; 
595,  29  8.  W.  450,  49  A.  S.  R.  309,  Moore  v.  State,  43  N.  J.  L.  203,  39 
27  UB.A.  560;  Attozney-Oeaeral  v.  Am.  Rep.  558;  MeEldowney  v.  Wyatt, 
Revere  Copper  Co.,  152  Mass.  444,  25  44  W.  Ya.  711,  30  S.  S.  239,  45  L.R.A. 
N.  E.  605,  9  L.R.A.  510;  Orman  v.  609  and  note. 

Van  ArsdeU,  12  N.  M.  344,  78  Pac.     Note:  lU  A.  S.  R.  466. 

48,  67  LJS.A.  438;  Hayes  v.  Douglas     13.  Notes:  46  L.B.A.  610;  27  L.B.A. 

County,  92  Wis.  429,  65  N.  W.  482,  (N.S.)  1188. 

53  A.  S.  R.  926,  31  L.R.A.  213,  over-  14.  Lawrence  v.  LonisviUe,  96  Ky. 
ruled  on  another  point  by  Newton  v.  596,  29  S.  W.  450,  49  A.  S.  R.  309 
Superior,  146  Wis.  308, 130  N.  W.  242,  and  note,  27  L.R.A.  560;  Rockport  v. 
131  N.  W.  986.  Walden,  54  N.  H.  167,  20  Am.  R«p. 

Notes:  16  Am.  Dec  718;  27  L.R.A.  131;  Eingartner  v.  Illinois  Steel  Co., 
(N.S.)  1188.  103  Wis.  373,  79  N.  W.  433,  74  A. 

11.  Campbell  V.  Holt,  115  U.  S.  620,  S.  R.  871. 

6  S.  Ct  209,  29  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  483;      Note:  45  L.R.A.  614. 

State  V.  Seattle,  57  Wash.  602,  107      16.  Campbell  v.  Holt,  116  U.  S.  620, 

Pac  827, 27  L.R. A. (N.S.)  1188;  MeEl-  6  S.  Ct.  209,  29  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  483; 

downey  v.  Wyatt,  44  W.  Va.  711,  30  Orman  v.  Van  Aradell,  12  N.  M.  344, 

S.  E.  239,  45  L.R.A.  609  and  note;  78  Pac.  48,  67  L.R.A.  438;  McEldow- 

Eingartner  v.  Illinois  Steel  Co.,  103  ney  v.  Wyatt,  44  W.  Va.  711,  30  S.  E. 

Wis.  378,  79  N.  W.  433,  74  A.  S.  B.  239,  45  L.R.A.  609  and  note. 

871.  16.  Slover  v.  Union  Bank,  U5  Tenn. 

Notes:  46  L.aA.  610;  27  L.B.A.  347,  89  S.  W.  399, 1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  528. 
<N.S.)  1188.  17.  Note:  111  A.  S.  R.  46L 

IS.  Campbell  v.  Holt,  116  U.  B.  620, 
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ReasonablenesM  of  Limitation  Period 

18.  Requirement  that  Period  Be  Reasonable. — An  existing  right 
of  action  cannot  be  taken  away  by  mere  legislation,  as  by  shortening 
the  period  of  limitation  to  a  time  which  has  already  run^i^  nor  if 
it  competent  to  cut  oflF  the  remedy  entirely,  as  this  would  amount 
to  a  denial  of  justice,^*  and  therefore  a  limitation  statute  is  void 
if  the  period  allowed  is  unreasonably  short.**  But  it  is  entirely 
competent  to  shorten  the  p^od  if  a  reasonable  time  is  given  for  the 
commencement  of  an  action  before  the  bar  takes  effect.^  The  ^n- 
eral  rule  may  therefore  be  stated  as  follows:  When  a  new  limitation 
is  made  to  apply  to  existing  rights  or  causes  of  action,  a  reasonable 
time  must  be  allowed  before  it  takes  effect  in  which  such  rights 
may  be  asserted  or  in  which  suit  may  be  brought  on  such  causes  of 
action.'  Similarly  in  all  cases  in  which  Uie  period  of  a  statute  of 
limitations  is  shortened  as  to  existing  causes  of  action  '  a  reasonable 
time  must  be  left  in  which  such  actions  may  be  commenced.* 

19.  Legislative  Determination  of  Qoestion  of  Reasonableness. — ^As 
already  seen,  the  validity  of  a  statute  shortening  or  imposing  a  new 

18.  Chapman  t.  Douglas  County,  L.R.A.  715;  Bettman  v.  Cowiey^  19 
107  U.  S.  348,  2  S.  Ct.  62,  27  V.  S.  Wash.  207,  53  Pae.  53,  40  L.R.A.  815. 
(L.  ed.)  378;  Slover  v.  Union  Bank,      Note:  14  Ann.  Cas.  352. 

115  Tenn.  347,  89  S.  W.  399,  1  L.R.A.  2.  Terry  v.  Anderaon,  95  U.  S.  628, 

(N.S.)  528  and  note.  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  365;  Lamb  v.  Powder 

19.  Corner  v.  Smaltz,  149  la.  230,  River  Live  Stock  Co.,  132  Fed.  434, 
128  N.  W.  396,  Ann.  Cas.  1912C  1007.  66  C.  C.  A.  570,  67  L.R.A.  558;  Tip- 
Note  :  8  Ann.  Cas.  525.  ton  v.  Smythe,  78  Ark.  592,  94  S.  W. 

20.  Edwards  v.  Kearzey,  96  U.  S.  678,  115  A.  S.  R.  44,  8  Ann.  Cas.  521 
595,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  793;  Lamb  v.  and  note,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  714;  Soper 
Powder  River  lave  Stock  Co.,  132  Fed.  v.  Lawrence  Brothers.  Co.,  98  Me.  268, 
434,  66  C.  C.  A.  570,  67  L.R.A.  558;  56  Atl.  908,  99  A.  S.  R.  397;  Slover 
Taylor  v.  Miles,  5  Kan.  498,  7  Am.  v.  Union  Bank,  115  Tenn.  347,  89  S. 
Rep.  658;  Osborne  v.  Lindstrom,  9  N.  W.  399,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  628  and  note. 
D.  1,  81  N.  W.  72,  81  A.  S.  R.  516,  Notes:  50  Am.  Dee.  392;  111  A. 
46  L.R.A.  715.  As  to  what  are  reason-  S.  R.  457,  458;  4  Ann.  Cas.  166;  8 
able  periods,  see  infra,  par.  22.  Ann.  Cas.  525. 

1.  Christmas  v.  Russell,  5  Wall.  290,  3.  As  to  the  general  right  to  shorten 

18  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  475;  Terry  v.  Ander-  periods,  see  supra,  par.  11. 

son,  95  U.  S.  628,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  4.  Wheeler  v.  Jackson,  137  U.  S. 

365;  Turner  v.  New  York,  168  U.  S.  245,  11  S.  Ct.  76,  34  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

90, 18  S.  Ct.  38,  42  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  392;  659;  United  States  Fidelity,  etc.,  Co. 

Collier  v.  Smaltz,  149  la.  230,  128  N.  v.  United  States,  209  U.  S.  306,  28  S. 

W.  396,  Ann.  Cas.  1912C  1007;  Soper  Ct.  537,  52  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  804;  Tipton 

v.  Lawrence  Brolhers  Co.,  98  Me.  268,  v.  Smythe,  78  Ark.  392,  94  S.  W.  68, 

56  Atl.  908,  99  A.  S.  R.  397;  Mulvey  115  A.  S.  B.  44,  8  Ann.  Cas.  521  "and 

V.  Boston,  197  Mass.  178,  83  N.  E.  note,  7  L.B.A.(N.S.)  714;  Lawrence 

402,  14  Ann.  Cas.  349  and  note;  Mer-  v.  Louisville,  96  Ky.  595,  29  S.  W.  450. 

chants'  Nat  Bank  v.  Braithwaite,  7  4-9  A.  S.  R.  309  and  note,  27  L.R.A. 

N.  D.  358,  75  N.  W.  244,  66  A.  S.  R.  560 ;  McKisson  v.  Davenport,  83  Mich. 

653;  Osborne  v.  Lindstrom,  9  N.  D.  211,  47  N.  W.  100,  10  L.R.A.  507; 

1,  81  N.  W.  72,  81  A.  S.  B.  516,  46  Osborne  v,  Lindstrom,  9  N.  D.  1,  81 
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period  of  limitations  depends  in  large  measure  on  the  question  of  tha 
reasonableness  of  the  period  provided  for  the  bringing  of  suit.*  Not 
infrequently  in  adopting  new  statutes  of  limitation,  the  legislature 
expressly  provides  for  the  enforcement  of  existing  rights  of  action, 
but  a  provision  of  that  character  is  not  essential,*  provided  the  time 
actually  left  in  which  to  sue  is  not  unreasonable.'  The  legislature  is 
the  primary  judge  as  to  whether  the  time  allowed  by  a  statute  ot 
limitations  is  reasonable."  When  the  legislature  makes  the  time  so 
short' that  the  right  to  sue  is  practically  denied,  courts  will  declare 
flucb  time  unreasonable,  but  they  cannot  go  further  and  fix  a  differ- 
ent time;  neither  can  they,  if  the  legislature  fails  to  fix  any  time, 
supply  this  legislative  lapse.* 

20.  Time  from  Which  Period  Is  to  Be  Calculated. — ^In  determin- 
ing the  reasonableness  of  a  limitation' period  as  affecting  existing 
causes  of  action,  only  such  portion  of  the  period  can  be  considered 
as  is  operative  after  the  passage  of  the  act  In  other  words,  the 
legislature  is  not  authorized  to  make  a  statute  include  the  time  of 
the  existence  of  the  cause  of  action  prior  to  the  enactment  of  the 
statute  as  an  essential  part  of  the  limitation  period.^*  Where  a  statute 
of  limitations  is  passed  subsequent  to  the  accrual  of  a  cause  of 
action,  if  a  sufficient  and  reasonable  portion  of  the  period  of  limita* 
tion  remained  still  unexpired  within  which  a  bill  might  have  been 
filed  by  the  party  entitled  before  the  expiration  of  the  limitation, 
he  must  file  his  bill  within  the  statutory  time  from  ibe  accrual  of 
his  right.**  The  statute  itself  may  directiy  operate  on  prior  causes 
of  action,**  but  the  period  of  time,  on  the  reasonableness  oi  which 

N.  W.  72,  81  A.  S.  R.  516,  46  L.R.A.  v.  Boston,  197  Mass.  178,  83  N.  E.  402, 

715;  Adams,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Kenoyer,  17  14  Ann.  Cas.  349  and  note;  McKisson 

N.  D.  302,  116  N.  W.  98,  16  L.R.A.  v.  Davenport,  83  Mich.  211,  47  N.  W. 

(N.S.)  681;  Bettman  v.  Cowley,  19  100, 10  L.R.A.  507;  Graves  v.  Howard, 

Wash.  207,  53  Pac.  53,  40  L.R.A.  815.  159  N.  C.  594,  75  S.  E.  998,  Ann. 

Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912 A  1043.  Cas.  1914C  565;  Adams,  etc.,  Co.  v. 

5.  See  supra,  par.  18.  Kenoyer,  17  N.  D.  302, 116  N.  W.  98, 

6.  Lamb  V.  Powder  River  Live  Stock  16  L.R.A.{N.S.)  681. 

Co.,  132  Fed.  434,  66  C.  C.  A.  570,  67  Notes:  lU  A.  S.  B.  468;  14  Ann. 

L.R.A.  558.  Cas.  352. 

7.  Merchants'  Nat.  Bank  v.  Braith-  9.  Osborne  v.  Lindstrom,  9  N,  Pt. 
waite,  7  N.  D.  358,  75  N.  W.  244,  66  1,  81  N.  W.  72,  81  A.  S.  R.  516,  4fi 
A.  S.  R.  653.  L.R.A.  715. 

8.  Terry  v.  Anderson,  95  U.  S.  628,  10.  Tice  v.  Fleming,  173  Mo.  49,  72 
24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  365;  Wilson  v.  Ise-  S.  W.  689,  96  A.  S.  R.  479. 
minger,  185  U.  S.  55,  2?  S.  Ct.  573,  11.  Parker  v.  Kane,  4  Wis.  1,  65 
46  U.  S.   (L.  ed.)   804.  Tipton  v.  Am.  Dec.  283. 

Smythe,  78  Ark.  392,  94  b.  W.  678,  12.  Mulvey  v.  Boston,  197  Mass.  178, 

115  A.  S.  R.  44,  8  Ann.  Cas.  521  and  83  N.  E.  402,  14  Ann.  Cas.  349;  Os- 

DOte,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  714;  Soper  v.  borne  v.  Lindstrom,  9  N.  0.  1,  81  N. 

Lawrence  Brothers  Co.,  98  Me.  26S,  W.  72,  81  A.  S.  R.  616,  46  L.R.A.  716, 
56  Atl.  908,  99  A.  S.  R.  397;  Mulvey 
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the  validity  of  the  atatute  depends,  should  be  computed  from  the  day 
when  the  new  law  is  passed,  and  not  from  the  time  when  it  takes 
effect.'*  The  period  between  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  statute 
and  ihe  date  on  which  it  takes  effect  is  to  be  conadered  in  determin- 
ing the  reasonableness  of  time  allowed  for  suing  on  existing  causes 
of  action.*'*  Accordingly  it  has  been  held  that  the  fact  that  the  time 
allowed  under  a  statute  is  the  thirty  days  between  the  passage  of  the 
law  and  the  day  when  it  takes  effect,  instead  of  the  same  length  of 
time  expressly  given  by  the  terms  of  the  act,  was  immaterial.  \*  It 
has  been  said  that  a  statute  of  limitations  with  a  provision  that  it 
shall  not  go  into  effect  until  a  subsequent  date  is,  in  legal  contempla- 
tion, a  statute  which  takes  effect  at  once,  with  a  provision  that  suits 
may  be  brought  on  existing  causes  of  action  until  a  specified  subse- 
quent date.'*  It  should  be  stated,  however,  that  the  authorities  are 
not  uniform  on  the  subject  and  that  there  are  decisions  refusing  to 
consider  any  time  allowed  by  the  statute,  unless  such  time  is  a  part 
of  the  period  subsequent  to  its  taking  effect." 

21.  Factors  Controlling  Reasonableness  of  Period. — The  authori- 
ties generally  lay  down  the  rule  that  a  limitation  is  unreasonable 
which  does  not  afford  full  opportunity  to  sue  before  the  bar  takes 
effect,  and  that  this  opportunity  must  be  afforded  in  respect  of  exist- 
ing rights  of  action  after  they  come  within  the  present  or  prospective 
operation  of  the  statute  and  in  respect  of  prospective  rights  after  they 
accrue.'*  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  limitation  laws  proceed  on 
the  theoiy  that  the  party  having  had  an  opportunity  to  assert  his 
rights  has  failed  to  do  so  and  therefore  has  forfeited  his  right  to  a 
further  hearing  in  court.**  In  determining  whether  a  reasonable 
time  is  allowed,  the  court  must  consider  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  statute  is  to  apply.'*   As  to  this  no  one  rule  can  be  laid 

13,  Lamb  v.  Powder  River  Live  18.  Lamb  v.  Powder  River  Live 
Stock  Co.,  132  Fed.  434,  65  C.  C.  A.  Stock  Co.,  132  Fed.  434,  65  C.  C.  A. 
570,  67  L.B.A.  558;  Merchants'  Nat.  570,  67  L.R.A.  558. 

Bank  v.  Braithwaite,  7  N.  D.  358,  75  19.  Haves  v.  Douglas  County,  92 

N.  W.  244,  66  A.  S.  R.  653.  Wis.  429,  65  N.  W.  482,  53  A.  S.  R. 

Note:  1  L.RA..(N.S.)  529.  926,  31  L.R.A.  213,  overruled  on  au- 

14.  Notes:  HI  A.  S.  R.  457;  4  Ann.  otiier  point  by  Newton  v.  Superior, 
Cas.  167;  8  Ann.  Cm.  526.  146  Wis.  308,  130  N.  W.  242,  131  N. 

IB.  Mulvey  v.  Boston,  197  Mass.  178,  W.  986. 
83  N.  E.  402,  14  Ann.  Cas.  349;  Os-      20.  Lamb   v.   Powder   River  Liv« 

borne  v.  Lindstrom,  9  N.  D.  1,  81  N.  Stock  Co.,  132  Fed.  434,  65  C.  C.  A. 

W.  72,  81  A.  S.  R.  516,  46  UR.A.  715.  570,  67  L.R.A.  558;  Tipton  v.  Smvthe, 

16.  Osborne  v.  Lindstrom,  9  N.  D.  78  Ark.  392,  94  S.  W.  678,  115  A.  S. 
1,  81  N.  W.  72,  81  A.  8.  R.  516,  46  R.  44,  8  Ann.  Caa.  521,  7  L.R.A.{N.S.) 
L.R.A.  715.  714;  Collier  v.  Smaltz,  149  la.  230,  125 

17.  Gilbert  v.  Ackemian,  159  N.  Y.  N.  W.  396,  Ann.  Cas.  1912C  1007i 
118.  53  N.  E.  753,  45  L.R.A.  118,  Adams,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Kenoyer,  17  N.  U. 

Notes:  111  A.  S.  R.  457;  1  L.R.A.  302,  U6  N.  W.  98,  16  L.R.A.(N.S  > 
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down  for  the  government  of  all  cases  alike.^  Each  limitation  must  be 
separately  judged  in  the  light  of  the  circumstances  surrounding  the 
class  of  cases  to  which  it  applies,  and,  if  the  time  is  reasonable  in 
respect  of  the  class,  it  will  not  be  adjudged  unreasonable  m^ly 
because  it  is  deemed  to  operate  harshly  in  some  particular  or  excep- 
tional instance.'  In  determining  whether  a  statute  does  or  does  not 
provide  for  a  reascmable  period  before  it  operates  to  bar  causes  of 
action  existing  at  the  time  of  its  passage  the  courts  will  consider  the 
efifect  of  the  law  upon  possible  cases  arising  thereunder  and  will 
not  be  governed  in  upholding  its  .reasonableness  by  the  fact  that  in 
a  particular  case  the  time  allowed  for  suit  appears  to  be  adequate.' 

22.  What  Are  Reasonable  Limitation  Periods. — ^No  hard  and  fast 
rule  can  be  laid  down  as  to  what  period  of  time  may  be  oonsidOTed 
reasonable  within  which  suits  may  be  brought  on  e:diating  causes  of 
action  when  a  statute  of  limitations  is  enacted  or  the  period  of  an 
existing  statute  shortened.  While  under  certain  circumstances  the 
period  of  three  months  has  been  held  to  be  inadequate,^  under  other 
conditions  the  brief  period  of  thirty  days  has  been  upheld  as  reason- 
able.* The  following  periods. have  been  held  to  be  unreasonably 
short:  three  months  for  sMs  on  fweign  judgments;*  an  uncertain 
period  anywhere  from  one  day  to  one  year  for  the  presentation  of 
claims  against  decedents'  estates; '  and  three  months  and  twenty-one 
days  for  suits  on  existing  mortgages.*  On  the  other  hand,  a  period  of 
three  months  is  reasonable  when  provided  as  the  time  within  which 
stockholders  may  adopt  or  reject  a  plan  of  reorganization,  since  in 
such  cases  prompt  action  is  desirable.*  The  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States  has  sustained  a  statute  as  reasonable  which  gave  nine 

1.  Lamb  v.  Powder  River  live  Stock  Notes:  111  A.  8.  B.  468;  21  L.B»A. 
Co.,  132  Fed.  434,  65  C.  C.  A.  670,  (N.S.)  157. 

67  L.R.A.  558;  Tipton  v.  Smythe,  78  6.  Mulvey  r.  Boston^  197  Mass.  178, 
Ark.  392,  94  S.  W.  678,  115  A.  S.  B.  83  N.  E.  402, 14  Ann.  Cas.  349;  Lamb 
44,  8  Ann.  Cas.  521  and  note,  7  L.R.A.  v.  Powder  River  Live  Stock  Co.,  132 
(N.S.)  714;  payes  v.  Douglas  County,  Fed.  434,  65  G.  G.  A.  570,  67  UBjl. 
92  Wis.  429,  65  N.  W.  482,  63  A.  S.  658. 

R.  926,  31  L.R.A.  213,  overruled  on  Notes:  lU  A.  S.  B.  458;  1  L.B.A. 
another  point  by  Newton  v.  Superior,  (N.S.)  529;  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  715,  716. 
146  Wis.  308,  130  N.  W.  24^  131  N.  6.  Lamb  v.  Powder  River  Live  Stock 
W.  986.  .  Co.,  132  Fed.  434,  65  C.  C.  A.  570,  67 

2.  Ijamb  v.  Powder  River  Live  Stock  L.R.A.  558. 

Co.,  132  Fed.  434,  65  C.  C.  A.  570,  67  7.  Hathaway  v.  Merchants'  Loan, 
L.R.A.  558.  etc.,  Co.,  218  III.  580,  75  N.  E.  1060, 

3.  Hathaway  v.  Merchants'  Loan,  4  Ann.  Cas.  164. 

etc.,  Co.,  218  111.  580,  75  N.  E.  1060,  8.  Adams,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Kenoyer,  17 
4  Ann.  Cas.  164.  N.  D.  302,  116  N.  W.  98,  16  L.R.A. 

4.  Lamb  V.  Powder  River  Live  Stock  (N.S.)  681. 

Co..  132  Fed.  434,  65  C.  C.  A.  570,  67      Note:  14  Ann.  Cas.  352. 
L.R.A.  558.  9.  Oilflllan  v.  Pennsylvania  Umon 
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monihs  and  seventeen  days  within  which  to  enforce  a  claim.**  And 
a  period  of  thirteen  montlia  fw  the  bringing  of  suits  on  judgments 
has  been  upheld.** 

23.  Reasonableness  of  Period  in  Government  Cases, — The  follow- 
ing limitation  periods  have  been  declared  to  be  reasonable:  for  presen- 
tation of  state  bonds  which  have  been  overdue  for  eighteen  months, 
to  six  months  from  time  of  publication  of  notice,  which  provides 
for  publication  of  notice,  regardless  of  whether  the  bondholder  actu- 
ally received  notice  or  had  an  opportunity  to  see  the  advertisement;  ** 
six  months  after  the  passage  of  a  statute,  within  which  actions  for  lands 
sold  for  taxes  may  be  brought;  **  and  thirty  days  between  the  time  of 
the  passage  of  the  act  and  the  time  of  its  taking  effect,  in  which  to 
bring  an  action  for  tort  for  personal  injuries  agunst  coontlee,  afdes  and 
towns.*^  But  a  statute  so  limiting  the  right  to  bring  an  action  to  avoid 
an  assessment  that  it  may  expire  within  forty  days  aft^  such  assess- 
ment has  been  levied,  and  before  the  property  owner  has  any  actual 
notice  thereof  or  of  the  proceedings  on  which  it  is  based,  has  been 
adjudged  unreasonable  and  void.**  Under  the  federal  statutes,  the 
common  law  right  of  action  to  recover  back  money  illegally  exacted  by 
a  collector  of  customs,  as  duties  on  fmp^ted  merchandise,  has  been 
converted  into  a  statutory  liability.  A  provision  to  the  effect  that  a 
claimant  must  present  his  claim  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
and  that  suit  against  the  collector  is  barred,  unless  brought  within 
ninety  days  after  an  adverse  decision  by  such  secretary,  does  not 
violate  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.*** 

ContHtuHoTudity  of  LimUaHon  Loam 

24.  Impairment  of  the  Obligation  of  Contracts. — The  several  states 

have  full  power  to  alter  or  amend  laws  providing  the  mode  and 
manner  of  dispensing  justice  in  their  respective  judicial  tribunals 
as  they  may  deem  best  calculated  to  promote  the  ends  of  justice,  pro- 
vided that  in  so  doing  they  do  not  impair  the  obligation  of  contractSi** 

Canal  Co.,  109  TJ.  S.  401,  3  S.  Ct.  304,  Weat  Co.,  6  Penn.  (Del.J  316,  66  AtL 

27  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  977.  471, 16  Ann.  Caa.  903;  Mulvey  v.  Bos- 

10.  Terry  t.  Anderson,  95  U.  S.  628,  ton,  197  Mass.  178,  83  N.  E.  402,  14 
24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  365;  Mills  v.  Scott,  Ann.  Cas.  349. 

99  U.  S.  25,  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  294.  16.  Hayes  t.  Douglas  County,  92 

11.  Merchants'  Nat.  Bank  v.  Braith-  Wis.  429,  65  N.  W.  482,  63  A.  8.  R. 
waite,  7  N.  D.  358,  75  N.  W.  244,  66  926,  31  L.R.A.  213,  overruled  on  an- 
A.  S.  R.  653.  other  point  by  Newton  v.  Superior, 

12.  Tipton  V.  Smythe,  78  Ark.  392,  146  Wis.  308,  130  N.  W.  242,  131  N. 
94  S.  W.  678,  115  A.  S.  R.  44,  8  Ann.  W.  986. 

Cas.  521,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  714.  16.  Amson  v.  Murphy,  109  U.  S. 

13.  Turner  v.  New  York,  168  U.  S.  238,  3  S.  Ct.  184,  27  U.  S.  'L.  ed.) 
90,  18  S.  Ct.  38,  42  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  392,  920. 

Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  1043.  17.  Terry  t.  Anderson,  95  U.  S.  628, 

14.  Lewis  T.  Pawnee  Bill's  Wild  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  365;  OilflUa* 
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and  ordinarily  statutes  of  limitation  do  not  have  this  effect  because 
tiiey  act  only  on  the  remedy.^*  Debtors  and  parties  to  contracts  do 
not  have  any  vested  interests  in  particular  Limitation  laws  existing  at 
any  special  time.*'  It  has  appropriately  been  said  that  limitation  stat- 
utes are  not  to  be  considered  as  elements  entering  into  contracts  because 
the  parties  do  not  look  forward  to  a  breach  of  their  bargains,  but 
to  the  performance.**  A  statute  declaring  that  a  period  already  elapsed 
should  bar  an  action  on  a  conti;act  would  be  an  arbitrary  d^itruotion 
of  contractual  rights,  and  would  be  unconstitutioDal.^ 

25.  Requiring  Parties  in  Possession  to  Bring  Suit.— Although  the 
right  to  commence  and  prosecute  an  action  ma^  be  lost  by  d^y,  it 
is  a  well  established  principle  that  the  right  to  defend  against  a  suit 
for  the  possession  of  property  is  never  outlawed.  It  has  been  appro- 
priately said  that  a  limitation  law  may,  in  a  possessory  action,  deprive 
a  suitor  of  his  sword,  but  of  his  shield  never.*  Hence  a  statute  cannot 
be  sustained  as  one  of  limitations  which  requires  a  party  in  full 
posseesion  and  enjoyment  of  property  to  bring  an  action  within  a 
given  time  or  else  forfeit  it'  A  person  in  the  poasemion  of  propOTty 
cannot  be  required  under  penalty  of  forfeiture  to  bring  an  action 
ii^nst  one  claiming  an  adverse  interest  or  title  to  such  property.^ 

26.  Limitation  Laws  Affecting  Foreign  Judgments. — The  fuU  faith 
«nd  credit  clause  of  the  federal  constitution  and  the  act  of  Congress 
pursuant  thereto,*  while  making  a  foreign  judgm^t  conclusive  evi- 

Dnion  Caoal  Co.,  109  U.  S.  401,  3  S.  19.  Teny  v.  Andersoiif  95  U.  S.  628, 
Ct.  304,  27  U- S.  (L.ed.)  977;  Wheeler  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  365;  Campbell  v. 
V.  Jackson,  137  U.  S.  245,  11  S.  Ct.  Holt,  115  U.  S.  620,  6  8.  Ct.  209,  29 
76,  34  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  659;  Aycock  v.  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  483;  Tipton  v.  Smythe, 
Martin,  37  Ga.  124,  92  Am.  Dec.  56;  78  Ark.  392,  94  S.  W.  678,  U5  A 
BriBooe  v.  Anketell,  28  Miss.  361,  61  S.  R.  44,  8  Ann.  Cas.  521,  7  L.R.A 
Am.  Dec.  553;  Coffman  v.  Kentucky  (N.S.)  714;  Soper  v.  Lawrence  Broth- 
Bank,  40  Miss.  29,  90  Am.  Dec.  311;  ers  Co.,  98  Me.  268,  56  AtL  908,  99 
Baily  v.  Gentry,  1  Mo.  164,  13  Am.  A.  S.  R.  397;  Richardson  v.  Cook,  37 
Dec.  484;  Moore  v.  State,  43  N.  J.  L.  Vt.  599,  88  Am.  Dee.  622. 
203,  39  Am.  Rep.  558;  State  v.  Carew,  Note:  95  A.  S.  B.  659. 
13  Rich.  L.  (S.  C.)  498,  91  Am.  Dec.  20.  Moore  v.  Sute,  43  N.  J.  L.  203, 
345;  Luter  v.  Hnnter,  30  Tex.  688,  98  49  Am.  Rep.  658. 
Am.  Dec.  494;  Bettman  v.  Cowley,  19  1.  Mulvey  v.  Boston,  197  Mass.  178, 
Wteh.  207,  53  Pac.  53,  40  L.R.A.  815.  83  N.  E.  402,  14  Ann.  Cas.  349. 


of  the  obligation  of  contracts  generally,  46  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1065  and  note, 
see  COHSTiruTiONAii  Law,  voL  6.  p.     3.  Taylor  v.  Miles,  5  Kan.  498,  7 


18.  Christmas  v.  Russell,  &  Wall.  4.  Buty  v.  Goldfinch,  74  Wash.  532, 

290,  18  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  475;  Perkins  133  Pac.  1057,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  604 

T.  Guy,  55  Miss.  153,  30  Am.  Rep.  46  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1065  and  note. 

610;  Hulbert  v.  Clark,  128  N.  T.  295,  6.  See  Judghbnts,  voL  16,  p.  927 

28  N.  B.  638, 14  UR.A.  59;  Richardson  et  seq. 
T.  Cook,  37  Vt.  599,  88  Am.  Dee.  622. 


As  to  the  subject  of  the  impairment 


Note:  50  Am.  Dec.  392. 


2.  Buty  V.  Goldfinch,  74  Wash.  632, 
133  Pac.  1057,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  604,' 


327. 


Am.  Rep.  558. 
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dence  that  the  right  to  its  enforcement  is  wholly  unaffected  by  any 
laches  or  lapse  of  time  which  preceded  its  rendition,*  do  not  affect 
the  validity  of  state  legislation  limiting  the  time  within  which  actions 
may  be  brought  on  foreign  judgments.' 

27.  Uiscellaneous  Constitutional  Limitations. — The  power  of  the 
legislature  to  limit,  change,  and  vary  existing  rules  for  the  limitation 

.  of  actions  is  not  aflfected  nor  destroyed  by  the  constitutional  pro- 
vision prohibiting  the  taking  of  life,  liberty,  or  prepay  without  due 
process  of  law.*   Thus  a  statute  prescribing  a  period  of  limitations 

'  within  which  outstanding  past  due  state  bonds  may  be  presented  for 
payment  and  redemption  is  not  unconstitutional,  as  depriving  the 
bondholder  of  his  property  without  due  process  of  law  *  Nor  do 
statutes  of  limitation  operating  prospectively  impair  vested  lights.'* 
It  has  also  been  held  that  a  statute  imposing  a  reasonable  period  of 
limitations  is  not  violative  of  a  constitutional  provision  that  "every 
person  is  entitied  to  a  certain  remedy  in  the  laws  for  all  injuries 
or  wrongs."  It  seems  that  the  provision  of  the  federal  constitu- 
tion securing  to  the  citizens  of  one  state  the  same  privileges  and 
immunities  of  citizens  of  the  several  states  does  not  operate  to  nulUfy 
a  statute  excluding  nonresidents  of  the  state  from  the  benefit  of  a 
statute  of  limitations,  when  the  cause  of  action  arose  in  the  state 
and  the  defendant  subsequently  ceased  to  be  a  resident  thereof,  even 
when  such  statute  is  applied  to  pre-existing  obligations.**  On  the 
other  hand,  a  statute  requiring  a  debtor  to  delay  proceeding  by 
execution  foT  an  unreasonable  time  or  to  accept  property  in  lieu  of 
his  debt  has  been  considraed  invalid  as  constituting  a  denial  of 
justice.*' 

'  HI.  COKBTRUCnON  AND  APPLICABILITY  OF  LIMITATION  LaWS 


Frineiplea  Qovemmg  the  Construction  of  8taitUe$ 

28.  Prospective  or  Retrospective  Application  of  Law.— One  rule 
for  the  construction  of  laws  is  that  statutes  of  Limitation  are  presumed 

6.  Christmas  v.  Russell,  5  Wall.  290,  9.  Tipton  v.  Smythe,  78  Ark.  392, 
18  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  475.  94  S.  W.  678,  115  A.  S.  R.  44,  8  Ann. 

7.  M'EImoyle  v.  Cohen,  13  Pet.  312,  Caa.  521,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  714. 

10  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  177;  Bacon  v.  How-  10.  Christmas  v.  Russell,  5  Wall. 

ard,  20  How.  22,  15  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  290,  18  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  475. 

811:  Lamb  r.  Powder  River  Live  Stock  11.  Von  Baambach  v.  Bade,  9  Wis. 

Co.,  132  Fed.  434,  66  C.  C.  A.  570,  67  559,  76  Am.  Deo.  283. 

L.R.A.  558.  12.  Bates  v.  Culliim,177  Pa.  St.  633, 

8.  Tipton  V.  Smythe,  78  Ark.  392,  35  Atl.  861,  65  A.  S.  B.  753,  34  LJUL 
94  S.  W.  678,  115  A.  S.  R.  44,  8  Ann.  440. 

Cas.  521.  7  L.R.A.{N.S.)  714;  People  13.  Baily  v.  Gentry,  1  Ho.  164,  13 

V.  Turner,  117  N.  Y.  227,  22  N.  E.  Am.  Dec.  484, 
1022,  15  A.  S.  R.  498. 
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to  be  prospective  and  not  retrospective  in  their  operation,  in  the 
absence  of  a  clear  legislative  intent  to  the  contrary,'^  and  the  pre- 
sumption is  against  any  intent  on  the  part  of  the  legislature  to  make 
such  a  statute  retroactive.''  It  has  been  said  that  words  of  a  statute 
ought  not  to  have  a  retrospective  opraation  unless  ihey  are  so  clear, 
strong,  and  imperative  tiiat  no  other  meaning  can  be  annexed  to  tiiem, 
or  unless  the  intention  of  the  legislature  cannot  be  otherwise  satisfied.'* 
All  authorities  appear  to  approve  of  the  rule  that  statutes  will  be 
presumed  to  have  been  intended  by  the  legislature  to  be  prospective  and 
not  retrospective  in  their  action  where  a  retrospective  effect  would 
work  injustice  and  disturb  rights  acquired  under  the  former  law." 
Yet  it  should  be  noted  that,  subject  to  the  rule  elsewhere  stated, 
a  statute  of  limitation  must  always  allow  a  reasonable  time  to  sue,** 
there  is  no  doubt  that  it  may  be  made  retrospective  in  its  action  by 
any  language  therein  sufficiently  showing  such  to  have  been  the 
le^slative  intent.**  The  rule  under  consideration  is  not  everywhere 
recognized.  Some  courts  take  the  view  that  since  limitation  laws  apply 
only  to  ihe  remedy,  they  are  not  within  the  principle  that  statutes 
should  be  given  a  prospective  rather  than  a  retrospective  construction, 
and  therefore  that  they  should  be  construed  as  retrospective  unless 
they  contain  no  language  clearly  limiting  their  application  to  causes 


14.  Murray  v.  Gibson,  15  How.  421,  E.  64,  46  A.  S.  R.  702,  28  L.E.A.  42; 

14  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  755;  Denver  v.  Dun-  Richardson  v.  Cook,  37  Vt.  699,  88 

ning,  33  Colo.  487,  81  Pac.  259,  3  Am.  Dec.  622;  Walker  v.  Burgess,  44 

Ann.  Cas.  674;  Bruee  v.  Schuyler,  4  W.  Va.  399,  30  S.  E.  99,  67  A.  S.  R. 

Oilman  (HI.)  221,  46  Am.  Dec.  447;  775;  Thomas  v.  Higgs,  68  W.  Va.  152, 

Hathaway  v.  Merchants'  Loan,  etc.,  69  S.  G.  654,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  1039 

Co.,  218  111.  580,  75  N.  E.  1060,  4  and  note. 

Ann.  Cas.  164  and  note;  Lawrence  v.  Notes:  94  Am.  Dec.  151;  111  A.  S. 

Louisville,  06  Ky.  595,  29  S.  W.  450,  R.  460;  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  529  ;  4  Ann. 

49  A.  S.  R.  309,  27  L.R.A.  560;  Hoi-  Cas.  166;  14  Ann.  Cas.  44;  Ann.  Cas. 

yoke  V.  Haskins,  5  Pick.  (Mass.)  20,  1912A  1041. 

16  Am.  Dec.  372;  Mulvey  v.  Boston,  As  to  the  construction  of  statutes 

197  Mass.  178,  83  N.  B.  402,  14  Ann.  in  this  respect  generally,  see  Statutes. 

Cas.  349;  McKisson  v.  Davenport,  83  15.  Hathaway  v.  Merchants'  Loan, 

Mich.  442,  47  N.  W.  100,  10  L.R.A.  etc.,  Co.,  218  111.  580,  75  N.  E.  1060, 

507;  Dyer  v.  Wittier,  89  Mo.  81,  14  4  Ann.  Cas.  164  and  note. 

S.  W.  518,  58  Am.  Rep.  85;  Moore  16.  Lawrence  v.  Louisville,  96  Ky. 

V.  State,  43  N.  J.  L.  203,  39  Am.  Rep.  595,  29  S.  W.  450,  49  A.  S.  B.  309, 

558;  Orman  v.  Van  Arsdell,  12  N.  M.  27  L.R.A.  560. 

344,  78  Pao.  48,  67  L.R.A.  438;  Os-  17.  Richardson  v.  Cook,  37  Vt  599, 

borne  V.  Lindstrom,  9  N.  D.  1,  81  N.  88  Am.  Dec.  622. 

W.  72,  81  A.  S.  R.  516,  46  L.B.A.  715 ;  18.  See  supra,  par.  18  et  seq.,  as 

Adams,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Kenoyer,  17  N.  D.  to  the  requirement  of  reasonableness 

302,  116  N.  W.  93,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  in  the  limitation  period. 

681;  In  re  Mosher,  24  Okla.  61,  102  19.  Lamb  t.  Powder  River  Live 

Pac.  705,  20  Ann.  Caa.  209,  24  L.R.A.  Stock  Co.,  132  Fed.  434,  66  C,  C.  A. 

(N.S.)  530;  Heyward  v.  Farmers'  Min.  570,  67  L.R.A.  558. 

Co.,  42  S.  C.  138,  19  S.  E.  963,  20  S.  Note:  111  A.  S.  R.  459. 
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of  action  arising  in  the  future.^  But  it  has  also  been  pointed  out 
tiiat  even  statutes  as  to  procedure  are  not  necessarily  retrospective  in 
their  operation  and  the  courts  are  not  compelled  to  construe  as  retro- 
spective a  limitation  law  dealing  with  procedure  only.*  Occasionally 
tiie  laws  of  a  state  provide  statutory  rules  for  the  construction  of 
statutes.  Thus,  it  may  be  expressly  declared  by  the  legislature  that ' 
no  law  shall  be  construed  to  repeal  a  former  law,  whether  such  former 
law  is  expressly  repealed  or  not,  as  to  any  right  accruing  under  the 
former  law.  A  provision  of  this  character  will  govern  the  construction 
of  limitation  statutes. 

29.  Adoption  of  Construction  to  Uphold  Validity  of  Statute.«It 
is  a  fundamental  principle  of  constitutional  law  that  whenever  an  act 
of  the  legislature  can  be  so  construed  and  applied  as  to  avoid  conflict 
with  the  constitution,  and  give  to  it  the  force  of  law,  such  construction 
will  be  adopted  by  the  courts.'  Hence,  whenever  in  order  to  sustain 
the  validity  and  constitutionality  of  a  statute  of  limitations  a  prospec- 
tive, instead  of  a  retrospective,  eflfect  must  be  given  to  it,  the  courts 
niay  construe  it  as  taking  effect  in  the  future  only,  althou^  the  terms 
on  their  face  appear  to  be  broad  enough  to  cover  past  matters  and 
existing  causes  of  action.*  In  order  to  uphold  the  validity  of  a  law 
applicable  in  its  terms  to  existing  causes  of  action,  the  courts  may 
sometimes  construe  the  statute  as  operating  on  such  causes  of  action 
only  from  the  date  of  its  passage.*  Recourse  to  this  rule  of  construc- 
tion is  not  available  where  the  statute  expressly  makes  the  law  ap- 
plicable to  existing  causes  of  action,  not  only  from  the  date  at  which 
it  went  into  effect,  but  from  the  date  when  the  existing  statute  of 
limitations  had  begun.* 

30.  Liberality  of  Interpretation. — At  one  time  considerable  preju- 
dice prevailed  against  the  statute  of  limitations,  and  the  courts  were 
hostile  to  its  enforcement'  For  example,  Lord  Mansfield  held  that 
the  lightest  acknowledgment  was  sufficient  to  take  a  case  out  of  the 
statute,  such  as,  "I  am  ready  to  account,  but  nothing  is  due  you," 
and  a  rule  obtained  in  equity  that  a  provision  in  a  will  by  a  testator 

20.  Hnlvey  v.  Boston,  197  Mass.  178,  Bank,  US  Tenn.  347,  89  S.  W.  389,  1 

83  N.  E.  402,  14  Ann.  Cas.  349.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  628. 
Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  1042.  6.  Sohn  v.  Waterson,  17  WalL  £96, 

1.  United  States  Fidelity,  etc.,  Co.  21  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  737. 

V.  United  States,  209  U.  S.  306,  28     6.  Osborne  v.  LindBtrom,  0  N.  D. 

8.  Ct.  537,  62  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  804.  1,  81  N.  W.  72,  81  A  S.  R.  516.  46 

2.  Note:  Ann.  Pas.  1912A  1042.  L.R.A.  715. 

8.  People  V.  Simon,  176  111  165,  52     7.  Tynan  v.  WaP:er,  35  Cal.  634,  95 

N.  £.  910,  68  A.  S.  B.  176,  44  L.R.A  Am.  Dec.  152;  Regan  v.  WUliams,  185 

601.  Mo.  620,  84  S.  W.  959,  105  A.  S.  B. 

4.  People  V.  Simon,  176  HI  165,  52  600;  Faysoux  v.  Prather,  1  Nott  & 

N.  E.  910,  68  A.  S.  R.  175,  44  LR.A.  McC.  {S.  C.)  296,  9  Am.  Dec  691j 

801 ;  Briscoe  v.  Anketell.  28  Miss.  361,  Pritchard  v.  Howell,  1  Wis.  131,  61 

61  Am.  Dec.  553;  Slover  v.  Union  Am.  Dec.  363. 
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for  the  payment  of  all  his  just  debts  waa  to  be  considered  as  a  waiver 
by  him  of  the  benefit  of  the  statute.^  £ven  the  courts  of  law  resorted 
to  a  species  of  artifice  to  exclude  its  operation,  and  the  plea  was  some- 
times excluded  under  any  slip  of  the  attorney  when  any  other  plea 
would  have  been  received.*  Being  looked  on  with  di^avor,  atatutee  of 
limitation  were  strictly  consthied.**  But  the  judicial  attitude  of  recent 
years  is  rather  in  favor  of  the  statutes  of  limitation  than  otherwise,'^ 
since  they  are  considered  as  statutes  of  repose,^*  and  as  affoiding 
security  against  stale  claims.'*  Accordingly  the  courts  are  inclined 
to  construe  limitation  laws  liberally,'^  so  as  to  effect  the  intention  of 
the  legislature,'*  and  wUl  not,  unless  compelled  by  the  force  of 
former  decisions,  give  a  strained  construction  to  evade  the  effect  of 
those  statutes.'* 

31.  Reasonableness  of  Result. — One  principle  sometimes  resorted 
to  in  the  interpretation  of  statutes  of  limitations  is  that  the  courts 
may  with  propriety  consider  the  reasonableness  of  the  result  of  a 
particular  construction,  and  the  practical  effect  of  the  adoption  of  a 
different  interpretation.*'  Thus  the  re-enactment  of  a  statute  of 
limitations  with  a  shortened  limitation  period  applicable  to  judgments 
rend^ed  without  the  state  has  been  construed  as  applying  to  actions  on 
judgments  existing  at  the  time  of  its  passage,  where,  if  not  made  so 
applicable,  it  would  operate  as  a  repeal  of  all  limitation  periods  as 
to  existing  causes  of  action  not  barred  at  the  time  of  its  passa^.'*  A 

8.  Pritchard  v.  Howell,  1  Wis.  131,  Brasie  v.  MiimeapoIiB  Browing  Co.,  87 
60  Am.  Dec  363.  Minn.  456,  92  N.  W.  340,  94  A.  S.  B. 

9.  Faysonx  v.  Prather,  1  Nott  ft  709,  67  L.R.A.  865;  Pritchard  v.  How- 
HcC.  (S.  C.)  296,  9  Am.  Dee.  691.  eU,  1  WU.  131,  60  Am.  Deo.  363. 

10.  Note:  60  Am.  Deo.  391.  13.  BeU  v.  Morrison,  1  Pet.  351,  7 

11.  M'Cluny  v.  Silliman,  3  Pet.  270,  0.  S.  (L.  ed.)  174;  McBjBSon  v.  Dav- 
7U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  676;  Tynan  v.  Walker,  enport,  83  Mieh.  211,  47  N.  W.  100, 
35  Cal.  634,  95  Am.  Dec.  152;  LiUy-  10  L.R.A.  507. 

Brackett  Co.  v.  Sonnemaon,  157  Cal,     14.  Brasie  v,  Minneapolis  Brewing 

192,  106  Pac.  715,  21  Ann.  Cas.  1279;  Co.,  87  Minn.  456,  92  N.  W.  340,  94 

Taylor  v.  Miles,  5  Kan.  498,  7  Am.  a.  S.  R.  709,  67  L.R.A.  865;  Oleott 

Rep.  658;  McKisson  v.  Davenport,  83  ^  Tioea  R.  Co.,  20  N.  Y.  210.  75  Am. 

Mich.  211,  47  N.  W,  100,  10  L.R.A.  pec  393 

f^'  fl?T-'  '-J^^^oT  w  ^Sr&  DaVis  V.  Minor,  1  How.  (Misa.) 

^».°-'J'l^T\fy'^W^S^^'  iSa,  28  Am.  Dec.  325. 

A.  S.  R.  709,  67  L.R.A.  865;  Faysoux  \x>ru-,^-»  «  c:ii™-«  o  p«*  orn 

7.  PtBther,  1  Nott  ft  MeC.      C.)  296,  ,      ^  f '"^^     f''^*"'  ^ 

9  Am.  Dee.  691.  ^  <L-  ed.)  676. 

Note:  50  Am.  Dee.  391.  ^*!™?' \?T^V^^  V 

12.  Wood  V.  Carpenter,  101  D.  8.  ?\  ^J^j  IW  N  W.  98  16  L.E.A 
135,  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  807;  UIly-Brack-  (N.8.)  681;  Wardlaw  v.  Bnaiard,  15 
ett  Co.  V.  Sonnemann,  157  Cal.  192,  Ri<^n-  L-  (S-  C.)  158,  94  Am.  Dec. 
106  Pac.  715,  21  Ann.  Cas.  1279;  Tay-  148;  Sutton  v.  Sutton,  22  Ch,  D.  511, 
lor  y.  Miles,  5  Kan.  498,  7  Am.  Rep.  52  L.  J.  Ch.  333,  48  L.  T.  N.  S.  9.5, 
658;  MeKiason  v.  Davenport,  83  Mich.  31  W.  R.  369,  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  298. 
211,  47  N.  W.  100,  10  L.R.A.  507;      18.  Lamb  v.  Powder  River  Uve 
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statute  will  be  construed  as  a  limitation  law  if  it  can  be  upheld  by 

such  construction  uliile  a  literal  construction  of  it  would  destroy 
vested  rights.**  A  particular  construction  will  be  favored  when  it 
appears  to  be  the  only  one  which  will  afford  a  Bxed,  penuaneut  and 
certain  rule  by  which  to  ascertain  whether  a  particular  case  is  included 
within  or  excluded  from  the  operation  of  *the  exception  to  tlie  statute 
of  limitations.**  Unless  it  can  be  clearly  shown  that  there  is  some 
statutory  provision  requiring  a  distinction  to  be  made  between  the 
right  of  a  nonresident  debtor  to  plead  the  statute  of  limitations  against 
a  nonrcisident  creditor  and  against  a  resident,  the  courts  will,  if  pos- 
sible, give  such  a  construction  as  will  place  both  on  the  same  footing.' 
It  has  also  been  said  that  the  courts  will  not  unnecessarily  attribute 
to  the  legislature  of  a  state  any  design  to  discriminate  against  the 
judgments  and  decrees  of  Uie  courts  of  the  United  States  rendered 
in  that  state  by  reducing  the  statutory  period  for  the  commencement 
of  actions  thereon  to  a  less  number  of  years  than  obtained  as  to  the 
Judgments  and  decrees  of  the  state  courts,  and  so  to  compel  citizens 
of  other  states  to  bring  their  .suits  originally  in  those  courts  ratlier 
than  in  the  federal  courts  *  The  phrase  "injuries  done  to  the  person" 
has  been  broadly  construed  in  a  limitation  law  because  it  has  been 
considered  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  our  lawmakers  intended  that 
Ihere  should  be  no  limitation  for  suits  for  adultery  or  for  seduction, 
jind  for  similar  matters,  which  result  would  follow  from  a  narrow 
interpretation  of  these  words. 

32.  Miscellaneous  Rules  of  Construction. — In  accordance  with  the 
general  rules  of  statutory  construction,*  changes  in  language  as  the 
result  of  repeal  and  re-enactment  import  a  change  of  the  law,*  except 
in  cases  of  mere  codification.*  The  adoption  of  a  statute  of  another 
jurisdiction  generally  adopts  also  the  construction  that  has  been  given 
to  it,*  though  this  rule  will  not  be  followed  where  the  language  of  the 
statute  is  plain  and  free  from  ambiguity  so  that  there  is  no  room  for 
interpretation,'  or  where  such  construction  would  not  be  in  harmony 

Stock  Co.,  132  Fed.  434,  65  C.  C.  A.  4.  Lamb  v.  Powder  River  Live  Stock 

r>70,  67  L.R.A.  558.  Co.,  132  Fed.  434,  65  C.  C.  A.  570,  67 

Note:  4  Aun.  Gas.  166.  L.R.A,  558;  Auiber  v.  Wliipple,  139 

19.  Peoi.le  V.  Simon,  176  111.  165,  111.  311,  28  N.  E.  841,  32  A.  K.  R, 
52  N.  E.  910,  68  A.  S.  R.  175,  44  20'2;  Brown  v.  Piiikerton,  !)5  Minn. 
L.R.A.  801.  153,  103  N.  W.  897,  111  A.  S.  R.  448; 

20.  Laiigdon  V.  Doud,  6  Allen  Doughty  v.  Funk,  15  Okla.  643,  84 
(Mass.)  423,  83  Am.  T)r<:  641.  Pac.  484,  4  L.R.A.{N.S.)  1020. 

1.  Mrtsou  V.  T'niim  Mills  Paper  Mfg.  5.  Green  v.  Disbrow,  79  N.  Y.  1, 
Co.,  81  Md.  446.  32  Atl.  311,  48  A.  35  Am.  Rep.  406. 

S.  R.  524,  29  L.K.A.  273.  6.  Lainbcrton  v.  Grant,  94  Me.  508, 

2.  Metcalf  v.  Wntertown.  15;i  U.  43  Atl.  127.  80  A.  S.  R.  415;  McFar- 
S.  671,  14  S.  Ct.  947,  38  U.  S.  (L.  land  v.  Stoiir,  17  V(.  365,  44  Am.  Dec. 
ed.)  861.  325. 

3.  See  Statutes.  7.  Lewis  v.  Pawnee  Bill's  Wild  W^t 
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with  the  spirit  and  policy  of  the  legislatioD  and  decisions  of  the  bor- 
rowing sta^^  A  statute  of  limitations,  like  any  other  statute,  should 
be  so  construed  as  to  make  it  consistent  in  all  its  parts,  and  so  that 
proper  effect  may  be  given  to  every  section,  clause,  or  part  of  it,*  and 
iheA  no  sentence,  clause,  or  word  diould  be  deemed  to  be  void,  super- 
fluous, or  insignificant^*  The  general  rules  of  construction  have  also 
been  applied  to  the  use  of  general  words,^^  to  the  enumeration  of 
specific  exceptions,^*  and  to  saving  clauses.^'  It  is  also  the  well  settled 
rule  of  courts  that  when  there  is  doubt  as  to  the  time  when  the  limita- 
tion commences  to  run,  that  construction  should  be  given  which  is 
most  favorable  to  the  enforcement  of  the  common  law  rights  of  the 
citizen.'^  Occasionally  it  is  expressly  provided  by  statute  that  the 
words  used  in  any  law  are  to  be  understood  in  their  ordinary  sense, 
except  when  a  contrary  intention  plainly  appears.** 

Exceptions  ImpUed  ihroitgh  ConshwHon  of  Siaiute 

-  33.  General  Principles. — In  the  early  years  after  their  enactment, 
an  inhospitable  reception  was  accorded  by  the  courts  to  the  legislative 
polidee  embodied  in  statutes  of  limitations.**  Among  other  means 
of  evading  the  letter  of  the  law,  the  courts  were  in  the  habit  of  imply- 
ing wcceptioDS  at  every  opportunity.  The  courts  in  later  years,  while 
not  inclined  to  deny  or  question  the  authOTity  of  tiie  precedents  im- 
porting into  the  statute  certain  exceptions,  are  usually  unwilling  to 
continue  the  practice  of  adding  other  excepti<ma  which  might  be 
deemed  wise  but  which  the  legishtture  has  not  seen  fit  to  make.*' 

Co.,  6  Penn.  (Del.)  316,  66  Atl,  471,  78  Pac.  48,  67  L.E.A.  438. 

16  Ann.  Cas.  903;  Nind  v.  Myers,  15     11.  Tynan  v.  Walker,  35  Gal.  634, 

N.  D.  400.  100  N.  W.  335,  8  LRA.  95  Am.  Dec.  152. 

(N.S.)  157.  12.  WiUia  v.  Rice,  157  Ala.  252,  48 

8.  Olesun  v.  Wilson,  20  Mont  544,  So.  397,  131  A.  S.  B.  55;  Atchison, 
52  Pac.  372,  63  A.  S.  R.  639.  etc.,  Co.  v.  Atchison  Grain  Co.,  68 

9.  Metcalf  y.  Watertown,  153  U.  S.  Kan.  585,  75  Pae.  1D51«  1  Ann.  Gaa. 
671,  14  S.  Ct  947,  38  U.  S.  (U  ed.)  639. 

861;  Davis  t.  Mills,  194  IT.  S.  451,     13.  Clarke  v.  Mississippi  Bank,  10 
24  S.  Ct  692,  48  U.  S.  {L.  ed.)  1067;  Ark.  516,  52  Am.  Dec.  248. 
Partee  v.  St  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  204     14.  Note:  4  Ann.  Cas.  166. 
Fed.  970,  123  C.  C.  A.  292,  51  L.R.A.      15.  Colonial,   etc.,   Mortg.    Co.  t. 
(N.S.)  721  and  note;  Pryor  v.  Winter,  Northwest  Thresher  Co.,  14  N.  D.  147, 
147  Cal.  554,  82  Pac.  202,  109  A.  8.  103  N.  W.  915,  116  A.  S.  B.  642,  8 
R.  162;  Ambler  v.  Whipple,  139  HI.  Ann.  Cas.  1160,  70  L.R.A.  814.  As 
311,  28  N.  E.  841,  37  A.  S.  R.  202;  to  the  constraetion  of  statntes  gener- 
Negaubaner  v.  Great  Northern  R.  Co.,  ally,  see  Statutss. 
92  Minn.  184,  90  N.  W.  620,  104  A.     16.  See  snpra,  par.  32. 
S.  R.  674,  2  Ann.  Cas.  150;  Monidah      17.  Boyd  v.  Kan  Claire  Mutual  Fire 
Trust  V.  Kemper,  44  Mont.  1, 119  Pac.  Ass'n,  116  Wis.  155,  90  N.  W.  1086, 


10.  Salomon  v.  Pioneer  Co-operative  L.R.A.  918,  overmled  on  another  point 
Co.,  21  Fla.  374,  58  Am.  Rep.  667;  by  Harrigan  v.  Gilchrist,  121  Wis.  127, 
Orman  v.  Van  Arsdell,  12  N.  M.  344,  09  N.  W.  909. 


286,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  1326. 


94  N.  W.  171,  96  A.  S.  R.  948,  «1 
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The  genenJ  principle  recognized  to-day  for  the  construction  of  statutes 
of  limitation  is  that  unless  some  ground  can  be  found  in  the  statute 
for  restraining  or  enlarging  the  meaning  of  its  general  words,  they 
most  rec^ve  a  genital  constouction,  and  that  the  courts  cannot  arbi- 
trarily subtract  from  or  add  thereto,**  and  cannot  create  an  exception 
where  none  exists,^*  even  when  the  exception  would  be  an  equitable 
one.**  The  statute  of  limitations  is  considered  as  intended  to  embrace 
all  causes  of  action  not  specially  excepted  from  its  operation,  and  it 
should  not  be  so  coi^ued  as  to  defeat  that  object.'  Accordingly 
where  a  statute  provided  a  period  of  limitations  tor  "damages  caused 
by  a  mill  dam/'  the  limitation  was  deemed  applicable  to  all  mill 
dams  without  exception.' 

34.  Effect  of  Fraadulent  Concealment.— The  reluctance  of  the 
courts  to  acknowledge  exceptions  additiontj  to  those  contained  in  the 
statute  itself  is  illustrated  by  the  rule  that  a  fraudulent  concealment 
of  tiie  fact  that  a  right  of  action  existed  does  not  create  an  implied 
exception  to  the  statute  of  limitations,'  however  harsh  and  inequitable 
the  enforcement  of  the  statute  may  be.^  Yet  the  authorities  are  not 
uniform  on  the  point  whether  the  fraudulent  conceiUment  of  the  cause 
of  action  by  the  defendant  will  at  law  take  a  case  out  of  the  statute, 
and  there  are  some  decisions  holding  the  contrary  to  the  general 
doctrine  above  stated.'  The  reasoning  adopted  in  support  of  this 
view  is  that  to  hold  that  the  statute  of  limitations  ran  against  a  person 
who  had  concealed  the  cause  of  action  under  such  cdronmstances  would 
be  to  permit  the  defendant  to  take  advantage  of  hia  own  wrong,  and 
to  sustain  a  defense  of  which  in  good  conscience  he  ought  not  to  be 
permitted  to  avail  himself.' 

35.  Exceptions  Due  to  Inability  to  Bring  Suit. — In  a  number  of 
the  states  the  statute  of  limitations  expressly  saves  causes  from  its 
operation  during  the  time  of  the  operation  of  an  injunction  which 

18.  Tynan  t.  Walker.  35  Gal.  634,  2.  Priebe  v.  Ames,  104  Hinn.  419, 
95  Am.  Dee.  162:  Atchison,  etc,  B.  116  N.  W.  829,  17  Lit.A.(N.S.)  206. 
Co.  V.  Atchison  Grain  Co..  68  Kan.  3.  Hntchinson  v.  Hutchinson,  32 
685,  76  Pac.  1051,  1  Ann.  Gas.  639;  Ran.  518,  141  Pae.  689,  52  L.RJL 
Goeke  v.  McGinnis,  Hart.  A  Y.  (N.S.)  1165;  Cookv.  Bivea,  13  Smedee 
(Tenn.)  361,  17  Am.  Dec.  809.  &  M.  (MisB.)  328,  53  Am.  Dee.  88; 

19.  Alabama  Bank   v.  Dalton,  9  Gocke   v.    MeOinnis,   Hart.    &  7. 
How.  522,  13  V.  S.  (L.  ed.)  242;  (Tenn.)  361,  17  Am.  Dee.  809. 
Tynan  v.  Walker,  35  Cal.  634,  95  Amu  4.  Atchison,  etc.,  B.  Co.  v.  Atchison 
bee.  152;  Butler  v.  Craig,  27  Uias.  Ghrain  Co.,  68  Kan.  585,  75  Pac.  1051, 
628,  61  Am.  Dec  527.  1  Ann.  Cas.  638  and  note;  Engle  v. 

Note:  4  Ann.  Cas.  148.  Fiaeher,  102  N.  T.  400,  7  N.  E.  300, 

20.  Butler  v.  Craig,  27  Hiss.  628,  55  Am.  Rep.  818. 

61  Am.  Dee.  527.  6.  Cook  v.  Rives,  13  Smedes  A  M. 

1.  Barnes  v.  Olide,  117  CaL  1,  48  (Miss.)  328,  53  Am.  Dec.  8& 
Pac.  804,  59  A.  S.  R.  153.  6.  Note:  26  LJLA.  666. 

Note:  4  Ann.  Cas.  148. 
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prevents  the  bringing  of  an  action  tiiereon ;  ^  but  in  the  absence  of 
statutory  authority  recognizdng  such  an  exception,  ihe  courts  will  not 
undertake  to  imply  its  existence.^  Especially  is  this  true  where  the 
injunction  was  not  procured  by  the  party  in  whose  favor  the  statute 
runs,  or  with  his  privity  or  consrat*  On  the  same  genial  basis  stands 
the  rule  that  no  exceptions  will  be  implied  in  a  statute  of  limitations 
because  a  cause  of  action  was  not  enforceable  for  the  period  pending 
an  adjudication  by  the  supreme  court  of  the  constitutionality  of  a 
law." 

36.  Effect  of  Special  Nature  of  Laws.— Where  laws  create  special 
statutory  proceedings,  the  provisions  of  the  general  law  of  limitations 
are  sometimes  construed  as  not  applying  thereto.'^  This  implied 
onseption  may  have  the  effect  of  freeing  t^e  special  proceedings  from 
Ae  exceptions  contained  in  the  general  statute  of  limitations.  Thus 
where  an  act  creates  a  £pecial  statutory  liability  and  provides  that  no 
action  shall  be  brought  therefor,  except  within  a  designated  period, 
the  act,  being  a  speo^  or  independent  statute  of  limitations  complete 
in  itself,  will  not  as  a  rule  be  subject  to  the  exceptions  contained  in 
the  general  statute  of  limitations. When  no  time  is  limited  within 
whidi  such  special  statutory  proceedings  shall  be  conunenced,  the 
courts  may  construe  the  law  as  exempting  the  special  proceedings 
from  all  limitations  and  may  refuse  to  s^ply  thereto  a  general  law 
of  limitations.*' 

37.  Implied  Exceptions  in  Favor  of  Sovereign. — In  England  the 
rule  has  long  been  recognized  that  the  king  is  not  bound  by  any  act 
of  Parliament,  unless  he  is  named  therein  by  special  and  particular 
words  "  and  that  a  statute  of  limitations  does  not  bind  a  sovereign 
without  express  words  of  inclusion.**  In  this  connection  it  may  be 
noted  that  in  England  the  king  may,  however,  take  the  benefit  of 
any  particular  act,  -although  not  named  therein.**  This  principle  of 

7.  Osborne  t.  Linaatrom,  9  N.  D.  West  Co.,  6  Pom.  (Del.)  316,  66  AtL 
1,  81  N.  W.  72,  81  A.  S.  R.  516,  46  471,  16  Ann.  Caa.  903, 


8.  Hunter  v.  Niagara  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  ^-  Stewart,  46  Wash.  79,  89  Pae.  475, 
73  Ohio  St.  110,  76  N.  B.  563,  U2  ^  ^-  S.  R.  915,  13  Ann.  Cas.  653, 


UB.A.  715. 


13.  State  Medical  Examining  Board 


A.  S.  R.  699,  4  Ann.  Cas.  146  and 
note,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1187. 


11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  657. 
14.  Dollar  Sav.  Bank  t.  United 


9.  Wilkinson  v.  Worcester  f^t 
Nat.  Rre  Ins.  Co.,  72  N.  Y.  499,  28 
Am.  Rep.  166. 


States.  19  WalL  227,  22  U.  8.  (L. 
ed.)  80. 


10.  Harris  v.  Gray,  ^  Ga.  686,  16 
Am.  Uep.  684. 


Notes:  16  Am.  Dec.  382;  101  A.  8. 
R.  166. 


16.  Chesapea^  etc.,  Canal  Co.  v. 


11.  State  Medical  Examining  Board 
V.  Stewart,  46  Wash.  79,  89  Pao.  475, 
123  A.  8.  B.  915,  13  Ann.  Cas.  653, 
11  LJEtJL(N.S.)  567. 


United  Statw,  223  Fed.  026,  139  C. 
C.  A.  406,  LJt.A.1916B  734. 


16.  DoUur  8aT.  Bank  v.  United 


States,  19  Wall  227,  22  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
fiO. 


IS.  Lewis  V.  Pawnee  Bill's  Wild 


Note:  101  A.  8.  a  160. 


B.  C.  L.  Vol.  XVn.— 44. 
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construction  of  statutes,  at  least  as  far  as  it  afTects  statute  of  limitation, 
has  been  followed  in  the  United  States.  An  exemption  of  the  federal 
govenunent,  as  well  as  of  the  state,  from  the  operation  of  general 
words  in  a  statute,  where  tiiey  are  not  particularly  included,  is  gen- 
erally recognized  in  all  cases  in  which  the  effect  of  a  statute  would 
be  to  trench  upon  the  rights  or  interests  of  sovereignty.  Hence  the 
rule  is  that  neither  the  general  govwnment*'  nor  the*  state  is  boimd 
by  such  a  statute  unless  it  is  named  or  it  is  expressly  so  provided.'^ 

38.  Exceptions  as  to  Persons  under  Disabilities. — ^The  principle 
that  the  courts  will  not  imply  exceptions  and  read  them  into  statutes 
of  limitations  where  none  exist has  given  rise  to  the  special  rule 
that  where  tJie  legislature  has  not  seen  fit  to  except  a  particular  person 
or  class  of  persons  from  the  operation  of  such  statutes  the  courts  will 
not  assume  the  right  to  do  so.'^  It  has  been  said  that  no  hardship 
which  might  result  from  an  adherence  to  this  rule  can  justify  a  court 
in  departing  from  it  and  reading  into  the  statute  some  qudification 
which  the  legislature  did  not  provide.*  Normally,  therefore,  a  statute 
of  limitations  will  be  applied  as  against  the  rights  of  infants,'  mar- 
ried women,'  insane  persons,*  or  others  under  disabilities.'  But 
where  the  words  of  a  law,  in  their  common  and  ordinary  signification, 
are  sufficient  to  include  infants,  this  rule  does  not  prevent  the  courts 
from  reaching  the  conclusion  that  the  intention  of  tJie  legislature  that 
it  was  intended  that  minora  should  be  excepted  was  manifested  by 
other  parts  of  the  law 

39.  Exceptions  Due  to  Nonresidence. — ^If  the  legidature  has  not 
seen  fit  to  make  any  saving  in  the  statute  of  limitations  in  favor  of 
distant  creditors,'  for«lgner8,'  or  persons  out  of  the  state  at  the  time 

17.  Chesapeake,  etc.,  Canal  Co.  v.  1.  Lewis  v.  Pawnee  Bill's  Wild  West 
United  States,  223  Fed.  926,  139  C.  Co.,  6  Penn.  (Dei.)  316,  66  Atl.  471, 
C.  A.  406,  L.R.A.1916B  734.  16  Ann.  Cas.  903  and  note. 

Notes:  15  Am.  Dec,  382;  101  A.      2.  Boyle  v.  Boyle,  126  la.  167,  101 

S.  R.  166.  N.  W.  748,  3  Ann.  Cas.  575. 

18.  Whittemore  v.  People,  227  lU.      3.  In  re  Deaner,  126  la.  701,  102 
453,  81  N.  E.  427,  10  Ann.  Cas.  44;  N.  W.  825,  106  A.  S.  R.  374. 
People  V.  Herkimer,  4  Cow.  (N.  Y.)      4.  Collier  v.  Smaltz,  149  la.  230, 128 
J4o,  15  Am.  Dec.  379  and  note.  N.  W.  396,  Ann.  Caa.  1912C  1007. 

Note:  101  A.  S.  R.  166.  5.  Lewis  v.  Pawnee  Bill's  Wild  West 

19.  See  supra,  par.  33.  Co.,  6  Penn.  (Del.)  316,  66  AtL  471, 

20.  Alabama  Bank  v.  Dalton,  9  How.  16  Ann,  Cas.  903. 

522,  13  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  242;  Uwis  v.  6.  Tynan  v.  Walker,  35  CaL  634. 

Pawnee  BiU's  Wild  West  Co.,  6  Penn.  95  Am.  Dec.  152. 

(Del.)  316,  66  Atl.  471,  16  Ann.  Cas.  7.  Bacon  v.  Howard,  20  How.  22, 

903  and  uote;  Boyle  v.  Boyle,  126  la.  15  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  811. 

167, 101  N.  W.  748,  3  Ann.  Cas.  575;  8.  Ruggles  v.  Keeler,  3  Johns.  (N. 

Atchison,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Atchison  Grain  7.)  263,  3  Am.  Dec.  482,  overruled  on 

Co.,  68  Kan.  585,  75  Pac.  1051,  1  another  point  in  Raymond  v.  Wheeler, 

Ann.  Cas.  639;  Dugan  v.  GittingB,  3  9  Cow.  (N.  Y.)  296. 

Gill  (Md.)  138,  43  Am.  Dec.  306. 
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the  cause  of  action  first  accrued,  the  courts  will  not  interpolate  one.* 
But  in  some  of  the  states,  statute  of  limitation  have  been  enacted 
designating  the  periods  within  which  actions  may  be  brought  on 
written  contracts  executed  within  the  state  and  fixing  a  different 
period  for  those  executed  without  the  state.^*  A  statute  fixing  the 
period  of  limitation  for  an  action  on  a  judgment  or  decree  of  any 
court  of  the  United  States  or  of  any  state  or  territory  within  the 
United  States  has  been  construed  to  include  an  action  on  a  domestic 
judgment  unless  the  language  expressly  excludes  sueh  actions.*' 
Where  a  statute  regulates  the  time  within  which  suit  may  be  brought 
on  a  cause  of  action  arising  in  another  state,  the  phrase  "in  another 
state"  means  the  state  in  which  the  foreign  contract  is  to  be  paid  or 
discharged,  so  that  the  phrase  has  no  application  to  an  intermediate 
state  or  foreign  country  through  which  i^e  debtor  may  subsequently 
travel  or  in  which  he  may  reside  for  a  sufficirat  length  of  time  to 
constitute  the  bar  of  the  statute,  of  Hmitations  of  such  state  prior  to 
coming  to  the  state  in  which  an  action  is  eventually  commenced.^' 
Similarly  it  has  been  held  that  a  statute  which  provides  that  no  action 
for  personal  injuries  shall  be  maintained  unle^  within  one  year  a 
written  notice  containing  certain  prescribed  statements  shall  be  served 
on  the  person  responsible  for  the  injury  is  a  limitation  statute  admit- 
ting of  no  exception  and  that  it  applies  to  botii  foreign  and  domestic 
causes  of  action.^' 


40.  Meaning  of  Phrase  "When  Cause  of  Action  Has  Arisen.'* — 

There  is  a  conflict  of  authority  as  to  the  interpretation  to  be  given  to 
the  phrase  "when  a  cause  of  action  has  arisen"  as  used  in  statutes 
of  limitation.  According  to  some  courts  a  cause  of  action  cannot  have, 
in  a  legal  sense,  more  than  one  place  of  origin — it  can  arise  in  but 
one  place.  These  courts  hold  that  the  statute  has  reference  only  to 
the  primary  and  original  jurisdiction  in  which  the  cause  of  action 
arises,  and  does  not  contemplate  other  jurisdictions  in  which  a  cause 
of  action  may  arise  or  accrue  by  reason  of  the  .presence  of  the  defend- 
ants therein.'*  The  phrase  "has  arisen  in  another  state"  has  no 
a^pli'-ation  to  an  intermediate  state  or  foreign  country  through  which 

9.  Smith  T.  MittibeU,  Rioe  U  (S.  C.)  Wis.  464, 110  N.  W.  386, 118  A.  S.  R. 


11.  Citizens'  Nat.  Bank  v.  Lucas,  26  84  Pac.  484,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1029  (dia- 
Waah.  417,  67  Pae.  252,  00  A.  8.  R.  approved,  however,  in  Bnmer  v.  Mar- 


12.  West  V.  Theia,  15  Idaho  167,  96  S.  R.  172,  14  Ann.  Cas.  30, 14  L.BJL 
Pac.  932,  128  A.  S.  R.  58,  17  L.R.A.  (N.S.)  775). 


Construction  of  Partieular  Words  and  Phrases 


316,  33  Am.  Dee.  119. 
10.  Note:  55  A.  S.  R.  54. 


1036,  8  LJl.A(N.S.)  997, 

14.  Doughty  V.  Funk,  15  Okla.  643, 


748,  56  L.R.A.  812. 


tin,  76  Kan.  862,  93  Pao.  165,  123  A 


<N.S.)  472. 
13.  Arp  y.  AJlis-Chalmers  Co.,  130 


Note:  14  Ann.  Caa.  43. 


691 


Digitized  by 


Goo 


5  41.  LIMITATION  OP  ACTIONS  17  R.  C.  L. 

the  debtor  may  subsequently  travel  or  in  which  he  may  reside  for  a 
sufficient  length  of  time  to  constitute  the  bar  of  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions of  such  state  prior  to  coming  to  the  state  in  which  an  action  ia 
eventually  commeiMed.i*  Under  this  view  a  different  meaning  ia 
given  to  the  words  "cause  of  action  has  arisen"  and  ihe  words  "cause 
of  action  accrues"  as  used  in  statutes  of  limitation.'*  But  the  weight 
of  authority  is  against  the  recognition  of  any  such  distinction  and  the 
word  "arisen"  is  generally  construed  as  the  equivalent  of  "accrues/' " 
and  does  not  refer  to  the  origin  of  UtiB  transaction  out  of  which  the 
cause  of  action  has  arisen,^^  but  refers  to  the  time  when  the  plaintiff 
has  the  right  to  sue  the  defendant  in  the  courts  of  the  foreign  state.^' 
The  general  rule  therefore  is  that  the  words  "when  a  cause  of  action 
has  arisen,"  as  used  in  a  statute  of  limitations,  should  be  construed  as 
meaning  when  jurisdiction  exists  in  the  courts  of  a  state  to  adjudicate 
between  the  parties  on  the  particular  cause  of  action.^^  It  has  been 
said  that  a  cause  of  action  is  a  claim  which  may  be  enforced  and  that 
it  ia  the  right  which  a  party  has  to  institute  and  carry  through  an 
action.* 

41.  Construction  of  Limitations  Affecting  Nooresidence. — Statutes 
of  limitation  sometimes  contain  provisions  dealmg  with  the  effect  of 
the  absence  or  nonresidence  of  the  debtor.  Words  of  description 
implying  that  these  provisions  concern  only  a  special  group,  such  as 
residents,  are  generally  broadly  construed.  For  example,  the  words 
"return  to  the  state"  used  in  a  statute  providing  that  "if,  when  the 
cause  of  action  accrues  against  a  person,  he  is  out  of  the  state,  the 
action  may  be  commenced  within  the  term  herein  limited,  after  hia 
return  to  the  state,"  Have  been  construed  to  apply  to  a  nonresident 
debtor  who  enters  into  a  contract  in  a  foreign  state,  and  thereafter 
comes  into  such  state,  as  well  as  to  a  citizen  who  enters  into  a  contract 
within  the  state,  and  thereafter  depaite  from  the  state.*  Similarly 

16.  West  V.  Theia,  15  Idaho  167,  96     20.  Bruner  v.  Martin,  76  Kan,  862, 

Pac.  932,  128  A.  S.  R.  58  and  note,  93  Pac.  165, 123  A.  S.  R.  172, 14  Ann. 

17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  472.  Cas.  39,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  775;  Lewis 

16.  Brnner  v.  Martin,  76  Kan.  862,  v.  Hyams,  26  Nev.  68,  63  Pac.  126, 
93  Pac.  165, 123  A.  S.  R.  172, 14  Ann.  64  Pac.  817,  99  A.  S.  R.  677;  Freundt 
Cas.  39, 14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  775.  v.  Hahn,  24  Wash.  8,  63  Pac.  1107, 

17.  Braner  v.  Martin,  76  Kan.  862,  85  A.  S.  R.  939. 

93  Pac.  165,  123  A.  S.  R.  172, 14  Ann.  1.  Lewis  v.  Hyams,  26  Nev.  68,  63 

Cas.  39,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  776.  Pac.  126,  64  Pac.  817,  99  A.  S.  R.  677 ; 

18.  Bruner  v.  Martin,  76  Kan.  862,  Rutledge  v.  United  States  Sav.,  etc., 
93  Pac.  165,  123  A.  S.  R.  172, 14  Ann.  Co.,  37  Can.  Sup.  Ct.  546,  5  Ann.  Cas. 
Cas.  39,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  775.  542.   See  also  Actions,  vol.  1,  p.  313. 

Note:  14  Ann.  Cas.  44.  2.  West  v.  Theis,  15  Idaho  167,  96 

19.  West  V.  Theis,  15  Idaho  167,  96  Pac.  932,  128  A.  S.  R.  58,  17  L.R.A. 
Pac.  932,  128  A.  S.  R.  58,  17  L.R.A.  (N.S.)  472;  Mason  v.  Union  Mills 
(N.S.)  472;  Bruner  V.  Martin,  76  Kan.  Paper  Mfg.  Co.,  81  Md.  446,  32  AtL 
862,  93  Pac.  165,  123  A.  S.  R.  172,  311,  48  A.  S.  B.  524,  29  URM  273. 
14  Ann.  Caa.  39, 14  LR.A.(N.S.)  775. 
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a  proviso  that  if  tho  party  shall  he  "out  q{  the  state**  at  the  time  the 
cause  of  action  arises  against  him  the  period  of  limitation  shall  not 
begin  to  run  imtil  after  his  return  has  been  construed  as  applying  to 
both  a  resident  of  the  state  who  is  only  absent  for  a  time,  and  to  a 
person  who  resides  altogether  out  of  the  state.'  But  a  provision  that 
if,  at  any  time  when  any  cause  of  action  specified  accrues  against  any 
person  who  is  a  resident  of  the  state,  he  is  out  of  the  state,  a  certain 
time  for  the  commencement  shall  be  allowed  after  the  return  of  such 
persw  into  the  state,  applies  only  to  a  per^n  who  was  a  resident 
at  the  time  of  the  accrutd  of  tiie  cause  of  action.*  Similarly  it  has 
been  held  that  a  provision  that  only  absences  of  one  year  or  more  from 
the  state  shall  toll  the  running  of  the  statute  of  limitations  refers  to 
an  absence  by  one  who  has  not  established  a  residence  out  of  the 
state.'  It  may  be  added  that  a  provision  that  the  limitation  shall 
not  run  in  favor  of  any  one  during  the  time  he  shall  be  absent  from 
and  reside  without  the  state  has  be^i  held  to  mean  only  an  estab- 
lished residence  or  home  without  the  state.* 

42.  Scope  of  Phrase  ''Actions  Not  Otherwise  Provided  for.** — 
Not  infrequently  the  limitation  laws  of  a  state  provide  for  a  particular 
period  of  limitation  as  regards  all  actions  not  otherwise  provided  for,' 
or  all  actions  on  contracts  which  are  not  limited  by  any  other  pro- 
vision of  law.*  The  scope  and  applicability  of  such  a  clause  neces- 
sarily depend  on  the  remaining  provisions  of  the  statute  of  limitation 
of  the  particular  jurisdiction  under  consideration.  Where  the  form 
of  the  clause  was  that  an  action  for  rehef  not  thereinbefore  provided 
for  can  only  be  brought  within  a  designated  period,  it  has  been  con- 
strued as  intended  to  cover  every  form  of  action.*  But  a  proceeding 
begun  by  the  filing  of  a  petition  to  a  probate  court  for  the  sale  of  real 
estate  to  pay  the  debts  of  a  decedent  has  been  classified,  not  as  an 
action,  but  as  a  special  proceeding,  or  a  part  of  a  special  proceeding.*" 
Occasionally  statutes  of  limitation  will  prescribe  the  time  for  bring- 
ing not  only  enumerated  actions,  but  "all  other  cases  not  expressly 

5.  Ri^gles  T.  Keeler,  3  Johns.  (N.  12  Ann.  Gaa.  174;  Alsobrook  v.  Orr, 
Y.)  263,  3  Am.  Dec.  482,  overruled  on  130  Tenn.  120,  169  S.  W.  1165,  Ann. 
another  point  by  Kaymond  v.  Wiieeler,  Cas.  1915B  637  and  note. 

9  Cow.  (N.  Y.)   295;  Barrowa  v.  Note:  20  Ann.  Gas.  44. 

French,  34  S.  C.  165,  13  S.  E.  355,  8.  Koshkonong  v.  Burton,  104  U.  S. 

27  A.  S.  B.  Sll.  668,  26  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  8S6;  Haynea 

4.  Note:  5  Ann.  Cas.  547.  v.  Blanohard,  194  Mass.  244,  80  N.  £. 

6.  Paine  v.  Dodds.  14  N.  D.  189, 103  604,  120  A.  S.  R.  551. 

N.  W.  931,  116  A.  S.  R.  674.  9.  Foot  v.  Burr,  41  Colo.  192,  92 

6.  Bucknam  v.  Thompson,  38  Me.  Pac  236,  13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1210;  Beall 
171,  61  Am.  Dec.  237.  v.  McMenemy,  63  Neb.  70,  88  N.  W. 

7.  Chattanooga  Foundry,  etc  v.  At-  134,  93  A.  S.  R.  427. 

lanta,  203  U.  S.  390,  27  S.  Ct.  65,      10.  Thomas  v.  WilUams,  80  Kan. 

61  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  241;  Bates  v.  Bates  632,  103  Pac  77%  25  LJl.A.(N.S.) 
Mach.  Co.,  230  lU.  619,  82  N.  E.  9U,  1304  and  note. 
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provided  for,"  The  word  "case"  in  a  statute  of  limitation  has  been 
construed  as  meaning  a  contested  question  in  a  court  of  justice,"  but  it 
has  also  been  held  that  a  proceeding  to  establish  a  lost  will  brought  by 
a  person  in  possession  of  land  was  not  a  case  within  the  meaning  of  such 
provisions.'*  Similarly  it  has  been  held  that  a  proceeding  to  revoke  a 
license  to  practice  medicine  did  not  come  under  the  terms  of  a  statute 
providing  that  an  action  for  relief  not  thereinbefore  provided  for  shall 
be  commenced  within  a  designated  time  after  the  cause  shall  have 
accrued."  Furthermore  the  courts  have  held  that  the  general  statutes 
of  limitations  are  not  applicable  to  actions  for  divorce  although  they 
contiun  provisions  intended  to  cover  all  actions  not  otherwise 
specified.** 

Confiici  and  Applicability  of  Laao$ 

43.  Applicability  of  State  Limitation  Statutes  in  Federal  Courts. — ■ 

The  cotuls  of  the  United  States  in  the  absence  of  legislation  on  the 
subject  by  Congress  regard  and  enforce  the  statutes  of  limitation 
of  the  states  in  the  exercise  of  their  jurisdiction  over  causes  of  action 
at  law.*'  The  acts  of  Congress  adopting  the  laws  of  the  states  as  rules 
of  decision  in  trials  at  common  law  cover  limitation  laws,'^  and  these 
acts  of  limitation  furnish  rules  of  decision,  and  are  equally  binding  on 
the  federal  courts  as  they  are  on  state  courts."  Thus  a  state  law 
which  limits  actions  and  executions  on  judgments  rendered  in  the 
state  courts  has  been  deemed  applicable  to  judgments  obtained  in 
the  courts  of  the  United  States.**  But  it  is  only  when  there  is  no 
federal  statute  that  the  limitation  prescribed  by  the  law  of  the  state 
is  applicable.*  The  statute  of  the  particular  state  is  f^pUcable  to  an 
action  to  enforce  a  liability  under  a  federal  statute,  in  the  absence 

11.  Alsobrook  v.Orr,  130  Tenn.  120,  9  S.  Ct.  690,  32  U.  S.  (U  ed.)  1080^ 
169  S.  W.  1165,  Ann.  Cas.  1915B  627.  Harrison  v.  Remington  Paper  Co^  140 

12.  Note:  21  Ann.  Cas.  670.  Fed.  385,  72  C.  C.  A.  405,  5  Ann.  Coa. 
18.  Alsobrook  v:  Orr,  130  Tenn.  120,  314,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  954. 

169  S.  W.  1165,  Ann.  Cas.  1915B  627.  18.  CampbeU  v.  Haverhill,  155  U.  S. 

14.  State  Medical  Examining  Board  610,  15  S.  Ct.  217,  39  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

V.  Stewart,  4(3  Wash.  79,  89  Pac.  475,  280. 

123  A.  S.  R.  915,  13  Ann.  Cas.  653,  19.  Alabama  Bank  v.  Dalton,  9  How. 

11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  557.  522,  13  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  242^  Metcalf 

16.  See  Divorce  and  Separation,  v.  Watertown,  153  U.  S.  671, 14  S.  Ct. 

vol.  9,  p.  378.  947,  38  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  861. 

16.  Bauserman  v.  Blunt,  147  U.  8.  Note:  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  421. 

647,  13  S.  Ct.  466,  37  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  20.  Ross  v.  Daval,  13  Pet  45,  1ft 

316;  Meeker  v.  Lehigh  Val.  R.  Co.,  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  51. 

■J36  U.  S.  412,  35  S.  Ct.  328,  59  U.  Note :  47  L.R.A.  478. 

S.  (L.  ed.)  644,  Ann.  Cas.  1916B  691.  1.  Atlanta  v.  Chattanooga  Foundry,. 

17.  Leffingwcll  v.  Warren,  2  Black  etc.,  127  Fed.  23,  61  a  C.  A.  387,  64 
599,  17  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  261;  Michigan  L.R.A.  721. 

Ins.  Bank  v.  Eldred,  130  U.  S.  093. 
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of  any  provisiMi  in  the  federal  statute  prescribing  a  limitation.*  For 
example,  since  the  federal  law  does  not  provide  any  rule  of  limitation 
for  actions  for  treble  damages  brought  under  the  Sherman  antitrust 
law,  the  Stat©  law  is  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  ascwtaining  the 
limitation  'applicable  in  such  proceedings.*  The  federal  courts  will 
adopt  Hie  state  limitation  laws  in  actions  as  to  which  the  state  courts 
have  no  jurisdiction,  as  for  example  in  patent  cases.*  Sometimes  an 
exception  is  established  to  a  general  limitation  of  law,  permitting  a 
new  suit  whenever  an  action  which  has  been  commenced  in  time 
and  the  plaintiflF  has  failed  to  recover  on  grounds  otherwise  than  the 
merits.  The  effect  of  such  statute  is  to  make  an  exception  to  the 
general  statute  of  limitations  of  the  state,  which  is  justiciable  in  the 
federal  as  well  as  in  the  state  courts,  and  therefore,  where  the  first 
action  was  prosecuted  in  a  state  court,  a  new  action  may  be  maintained 
in  a  feder^  court.* 

44.  State  Laws  in  Federal  Equity  Cases.— State  statutes  of  limitsr 
tioos,  when  applied  in  federal  suits  in  equity,  are  in  general  applied 
upon  principles  of  analogy ;  though  it  has  been  held  otherwise  where 
the  statute,  by  its  express  terms,  applies  to  suits  in  equity  as  well  as 
actions  at  law,  or  where  the  jurisdiction  of  law  and  equity  is  con- 
current. Subject  to  these  exceptions  the  rule  appears  to  be  that  the 
decisions  of  the  state  courts  respecting  statutes  of  limitations  are  not 
absolutely  binding  upon  the  federal  courts  in  suits  in  equity,  so  far 
at  least  as  they  pertain  to  the  remedy  merely,  and  not  to  the  substantive 
rights  of  the  parties. .  But  though  sitting  in  equity,  the  federal  court 
may  follow  the  rule  of  decision  in  the  state  court  on  the  question  of 
laches  and  limitations.  And  upon  this  principle,  the  federal  courts 
have  followed  the  state  decisions  as  to  the  applicability  of  the  statute 
to  claims  against  trustees  and  upon  the  point  that  the  filing  of  a 
petition  within  a  statutory  period  is  sufficient,  although  process  is  not 
issued  until  after  the  period  has  expired.  The  federal  courts,  how- 
ever, when  sitting  in  equity,  will  not,  even  by  analogy,  apply  a  state 
statute  wliere  unusual  conditions  or  extraordinary  circumstances  render 
it  inequitable  to  do  so.*  The  supreme  court  of  the  United  States 
has  held  that  a  federal  court  of  equity  will  apply,  in  a  suit  to  quiet 
title  as  against  the  purchaser  of  notes  for  the  purchase  price  of  wliich 
a  vendor's  lien  has  attached,  the  rule  of  local  law  that,  when  a  debt 

2.  Amy  v.  Dubuque,  98  V.  S.  470,  4.  Campbell  v.  Haverhill,  155  V.  S. 
25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  228;  McQaine  v.  610,  15  S.  Ct.  217,  39  U.  S.  (U  ed.) 
Rankiii,  197  V.  8.  154,  25  S.  Ct.  410,  280. 

49  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  702,  3  Ann.  Caa.  500.  5.  Harrison  v.  Remington  Paper  Co., 
Note:  40  LJl.A.(N.S.)  421.  140  Fed.  385,  72  C.  C.  A.  405,  5  Ann. 

a.-  Ch^-tanooga  Foundry,  etc.  v.  At-  Cas.  314,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  954. 

lanta,  203  U.  S.  uJO,  27  8.  Ct  6S,      6.  Note:  40  L.K.A.(N.&.)  423. 

61  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  241. 
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ia  iMured  by  the  statute  of  Umitations,  an  action  to  foredoBe  a  lien  or 
mortgage  given  as  securify  for  the  debt  is  also  barred.' 

45.  Acceptance  by  Federal  Courts  of  Coostructioii  by  State 
Courts. — The  construction  given  by  the  highest  court  of  a  state  to  a 
statute  of  limitations  of  that  state  will  be  followed  by  the  federal 
courts.^  Accordingly  it  has  been  held  that  where  the  state  courts  have 
decided  that  a  foreign  corpc^ation  cannot  avail  iteelf  of  the  statute 
of  limitations  of  that  state,  their  decision  on  the  construction  of  the 

.  statute  is  binding  upon  the  federal  courts  *  The  federal  courts  will 
even  follow  the  state  courts  when  the  latter  alter  their  views  as  to  the 
proper  construction  of  the  limitation  laws  of  the  state.  ^* 

46.  Conclusiveness  of  Construction  by  State  Courts  on  Appeal  to 
Federal  Courts. — The  supreme  court  of  a  state  may  construe  and 
apply  the  statute  of  limitations  enacted  by  the  state  legislature,  and  its 
decision  in  that  regfkrd  is  not  subject  to  re-examination  in  the  federal 
supreme  court  under  a  writ  of  error  to  a  state  court.^'  The  time  when 
a  cause  of  action  accrues  under  a  state  statute  is  not  a  federal  ques- 
tion, but  ia  a  local  question,  on  which  the  decisions  of  state  courta 
cannot  be  reviewed  by  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States.** 
But  a  claim  of*exemption  from  liability  as  surety  on  the  bond  of  a 
United  States  marshal  by  reason  of  the  provision  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress requiring  suits  on  marshals'  bonds  to  be  brought  within  six  yean 
presents  a  federal  question.^*  Where  in  a  suit  in  a  state  court  there 
is  a  federal  question,  and  also  a  ground  under  the  state  statute  of 
limitations  on  which  the  judgment  is  sustainable,  and  it  does  not 
appear  on  which  of  the  two  grounds  the  judgment  waa  based,  the 
United  States  supreme  court  has  no  jurisdiction  to  review  the  judg- 
ment." 

47.  Enforcement  of  Contractual  Modification  of  Limitation  Laws.— 
In  some  jurisdictions  an  agreement  that  no  action  shall  be  brought 
on  a  contract  or  for  its  breach,  unless  within  a  time  therein  specified, 
which  is  different  from  the  time  fixed  by  statute  for  bringing  an 
action  on  such  -contract  or  for  a  breach  thereof,  ia  considered  against 

7.  Dupree  v.  Mansur,  214  U.  S.  161,  B.  Co.,  20  WaU.  137, 22  D.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
29  S.  Ct.  548,  53  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  950.  331. 

8.  Amy  v.  Dubuque,  98  U.  S.  470,     10.  Leffinewell  t.  Warren,  3  Block 
25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  228;  Metcalf  t.  Wa-  S99,  17  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  261. 
tertown,  153  U.  S.  671,  14  S.  Ct  947,     11.  Hanison  v.  Myer,  92  U.  S.  Ill, 
38  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  861;  Dibble  v.  Bel-  23  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  606. 

linffham  Bay  Land  Co.,  163  U.  S.  63,  12.  Great  Western  Tel.  Co.  v.  Pnrdy, 
16  S.  Ct.  939,  41  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  72;  162  U.  S.  329,  16  S.  Ct  810,  40  U.  S. 
Brunswick  Terminal  Co.  v.  National  (L.  ed.)  986. 

Bank,  99  Fed.  635,  40  G.  C.  A.  22,  48     IS.  Slontgomerj  v.  Hemandes,  13 


See  also  Unitbd  Statu  CodbtB.  11  S.  Ct  111,  34  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  '681 
9.  Tioga  B.  Co.  v.  Blossbanf,  ete., 
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public  policy  and  therefore  unenf(»Geable  in  the  coortB,'*  though  the 
prevailing  view  seems  to  be  tiie  other  way.**  This  provision  is  usually 
found  in  insurance  policies,  and  it  has  been  discussed  in  connection 

with  that  subject." 

48.  Applicability  of  Nev  and  Repealed  Laws. — ^The  statute  of  lim- 
itations which  governs  is  the  one  in  force  at  the  time  of  the  filing  of 
the  plea,'^  although  it  has  been  said  that  the  statute  in  force  when 
the  action  is  commenced  must  control.**  Hence,  although  at  the 
time  that  a  suit  is  brought  the  cause  of  action  is  barred  by  the  pro- 
vimons  of  the  existing  statute,  if  subsequently,  before  any  plea  is 
interposed,  the  time  of  limitation  is  extended  so  as  to  ta^e  the  case 
out  of  the  statute,  the  plea  of  Uie  limitation  statute  will  be  unavailing.** 
Similarly  where  a  cause  of  action  arises  vhen  one  statute  of  limitar 
tions  is  in  force  and  thereafter  a  payment  is  made  while  a  difi^ent 
law  may  be  effective,  such  later  law  will  govern  as  to  the  time  of  the 
extension  created  by  the  payment.*  Where,  however,  the  operation 
of  the  statute  has  been  to  create  title  by  prescription  and  that  title 
is  not  subject  to  legislative  impairment,  the  statute  may  be  successfully 
interposed  as  a  defense  to  an  action  instituted  after  its  repeal,  where 
such  defense  is  necessary  to  the  defense  of  a  prescriptive  title.*  It 
has  also  been  held  that  a  statute  in  force  when  a  cause  of  action 
accrues  may  govern  tihe  case  rather  than  an  amendment  subsequently 
adopted.* 

Confliet  between  Lex  Fori  and  Lex  Loci  Contractu 

49.  Applicability  of  Lex  Fori  as  to  Limitations.— It  is  a  funda- 
mental principle  of  law  that  remedies  are  to  be  governed  by  the  laws 

of  the  country  where  the  suit  is  brought,*  although  matters  of  sub- 
stantive law  are  controlled  by  the  lex  loci  contractus  or  the  law  of  the 
jurisdiction  in  which  the  cause  of  action  aroaej*  among  which  are  the 

15.  Galliher  t.  State  Mnt  Life  Ins.  20.  Sleeth  v.  Murphy,  Morris  (la.) 
Ck>.,  160  Ala.  543,  43  So.  833,  124  321,  41  Am.  Dee.  232. 

A.  S.  R.  83;  Miller  v.  State  Ins.  Co.,     1.  Walker  v.  Warner,  179  HL  16, 
54  Neb.  121,  74  K.  W.  416,  69  A.  S.  B.  63  N.  E.  594,  70  A.  S.  B.  85. 
709  and  note.  2.  Note:  lU  A.  S.  B.  461. 

16.  Wilkinson  v,  Worcester  First  8.  Heyward  v.  Farmers'  Min.  Co., 
Nat.  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  72  N.  Y.  499,  28  42  S.  C.  138,  19  S.  E.  963,  20  S.  E. 
Am.  Rep.  166;  McFarland  v.  Railway  64,  46  A.  S.  B.  702,  28  L.B.A.  42. 
Officials,  etc.,  Acc.  Ass'n,  5  Wyo.  126,  4.  See  Conflict  op  Laws,  vol.  5,  p. 
38  Pac.  347,  677,  63  A.  S.  Bw  29,  27  1042.  See  also  Hendricks  v.  .Com- 
L.R.A.  48.  stock,  12  Ind.  238,  74  Am.  Dee.  205. 

Note:  69  A.  S.  R.  711.  6.  See  Conflict  of  IjAWS,  vol.  5, 

17.  See  Insuranok,  vol.  14,  p.  1416  p.  '931.  See  also  Michigan  Ins.  Bank 
et  seq.  V.  Eldred,  130  U.  S.  693,  9  S.  Ct.  690, 

18.  Sleeth  v.  Murphy,  Morris  (la.)  32  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1080;  Hendricks  v. 
821,  41  Am.  Dec.  232.  Comstock,  12  Ind.  238,  74  Am.  Deo. 

19.  Note:  111  A.  S.  B.  461.  205;  Sleeth  v.  Murphy,  Morris  (la.) 
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time  when  a  cause  of  action  on  a  contract  arises,'  and  tlie  character,  . 

cOTistruction  and  validity  of  the  contract.'  Therefore  the  statute  of 
limitations  of  the  country  where  the  action  is  brought,  and  the  remedy 
is  sought  to  be  enforced,  and  not  of  the  country  or  place  where  the 
contract  was  made,  or  the  cause  of  action  arose,  or  where  the  plaintiff 
resides,  is  the  one  which  controls  in  the  event  of  a  conflict  of  laws. 
In  other  words,  the  lex  fori  determines  the  time  within  which  a  cause 
of  action  shall  be  enforced.^  Hence  in  ordinary  cases  a  foreign  statute 


321,  41  Am.  Dec.  232;  Brown  v.  Hath-  Valz  v.  Birmingham  First  Nat.  Bank, 
away,  73  W.  Va.  605,  80  S.  E.  959,  96  Ky.  543,  29  S.  W.  329,  49  A.  S.  B. 
51  L.B.A.(N.S.)  95;  Union  Stock.  306;  Adams  Exp.  Co.  v.  Walker,  Hi 
vard3  Nat.  Bank  t.  Maika,  16  Wyo.  Ky.  121,  83  S.  W.  106,  67  L.RJl.  412; 
141,  92  Pae.  619,  125  A.  S.  R.  1032^  Louisville,  etc.,  B.  Co.  t.  Burkhort,  154 

14  Ann.  Cas.  977.  Ky.  92, 157  S.  W.  18,  46  LJLA.(N.S.' 
Notes:  02  Am.  Deo.  687  ;  8  Ann.  687  and  note;  Aston  v.  Morgan.  2 

Cas.  1124.  Mart.  0.  S.  (La.)  336, 5  Am.  Dee.  733; 

6.  Sterrett  t.  Sweeney,  15  Idaho  Lamberton  t.  Grant,  94  Me.  608,  48 
416,  98  Pac.  418,  128  A.  S.  R.  68,  20  Ati.  127,  80  A.  S.  B.  416;  AttriU  v 
L.R.A.(Ni(.}  963;  Crofoot  v.  Thatch-  Hunting:ton,  70  Md.  191,  16  AtL  651, 
er,  19  Utah  212,  57  Pae.  171,  75  A.  14  A.  S.  R.  344,  2  LJt.A.  779,  re- 
S.  B.  725.  versed  on  another  point  in  146  U.  S. 

7.  See  Conflict  or  L&ws,  vol.  5,  657,  13  S.  Ct.  224,  36  U.  S.  (U 
p.  931.  ed.)  1123;  Perkins  v.  Qny,  55  Miss. 

8.  M'Cluny  v.  Sillimon,  3  Pet.  270,  153,  30  Am.  Rep.  610;  Wright  t. 
7  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  676;  Townsend  v.  Mordaunt,  77  Miss.  537,  27  So. 
.lemison,  9  How.  407,  13  U.  S.  (L.  640,  78  A.  S.  B.  536;  Careon  v. 
ed.)  194;  Amy  v.  Dubuque,  98  U.  S.  Hunter,  46  Mo.  467,  2  Am.  Rep.  529; 
470,  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  228;  Walsh  v.  Ruhe  v.  Buck,  124  Mo.  178,  27  S.  W. 
Mayer,  111  U.  S.  31,  4  S.  Ct.  260,  28  412,  46  A.  S.  B.  439,  25  L.R.A.  178; 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  338;  Michigan  Ins.  Bank  Berkley  v.  Tootle,  163  Mo.  584,  63 
V.  Eldred,  130  U.  S.  693,  9  S.  Ct.  690,  S.  W.  631,  85  A.  S.  R.  587;  Gfoss  v. 
:i2  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1080;  Willard  v.  Watte,  206  Mo.  373,  104  S.  W.  30,  121 
Wood,  135  U.  S.  309,  10  S.  Ct.  831,  A.  S.  R.  662;  Gulick  v.  Loder,  13  N. 
34  V.  S.  (L.  ed.)  210;  Campbell  v.  J.  L.  68,  23  Am.  Dec.  711;  Nash  v. 
Haverhill,  155  U.  S.  610,  15  S.  Ct.  Tupper,  1  Caines  (N.  Y.)  402,  2  Am. 
217,  39  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  280;  Union  Dec.  197;  Decouche  v.  Savetier,  3 
Pae.  R.  Co.  v.  Wyler,  158  U.  S.  285,  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  190,  8  Am.  Dec. 

15  S.  Ct.  877,  39  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  983;  478;  Arrington  v.  Arrington,  127  N. 
Great  Western  TeL  Co.  v.  Purdy,  1G2  C.  190,  37  S.  E.  212,  80  A.  S.  R.  791, 
U.  S.  329,  16  S.  Ct.  810,  40  U.  S.  52  L.R.A.  201;  Hunt  v.  Jones,  12  R.  I. 
(L.  ed.)  986;  Davis  V.  Mills,  104  C.  S.  265,  34  Am.  Rep.  635;  Staples  v. 
451,  24  S.  Ct.  692,  48  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  Waite,  30  R.  I.  516,  76  Atl.  353,  30 
1067;  Canadian  Pac.  R.  Co.  v.  John-  UR.A.(N.S.)  895;  Crofoot  v,  Thatcher, 
.ston,  61  Fed.  738,  26  U.  S.  App.  85,  19  Utah  212,  57  Pac.  171,  75  A.  S.  R. 
9C.  C.  A.  587,26L.R.A.  470;  Atwater  725;  La  Selle  v.  Woolery,  14  Wash. 
V.  Townsend,  4  Conn.  47, 10  Am.  Dee.  70,  44  Pac.  115,  53  A.  S.  R.  855,  32 
97;  Krogg  v.  Atlanta,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  77  L.R.A.  73;  Freundt  v.  Hahn,  24  Wash. 
Ga.  202,  4  A.  S.  R,  79;  Obear  v.  Bir-  8,  63  Pae.  1107,  85  A.  S.  R.  939; 
mingham  First  Nat.  Bank,  97  Ga.  587,  Davidson  v.  Browning,  73  W.  Va.  27b, 
25  S.  E.  335,  33  L.R.A.  384;  Thomas  80  S.  E.  363,  L.B.A.1915C  976;  Brown 
V.  Clarkson,  125  Ga.  72,  54  S.  E.  77,  6  v.  Hathaway,  73  W.  Va.  605,  80  8.  E. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  658;  Graves  t.  Graves,  959,  51  L.R.A.(N.S.)  95;  Brown  v. 
^  Bibb  (Kj.)  2G7,  4  Am.  Dec.  697;  Bicknell,  1  Pin.  (Wis.)  226.  39  Am. 
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of  limitations  cannot  be  pleaded  in  a  suit  on  a  cause  of  action  arising 
in  such  foreign  state.*  It  has  also  been  held  that  an  action  upon  a 
foreign  judgment  may  be  maintained,  if  not  barred  by  the  statute 
of  limitations  of  the  state  where  suit  thereon  is  brought,  even  thougli 
an  action  on  the  judgment  is  barred  in  the  state  where  it  was 
rendered.'**  In  other  words  it  is  immaterial  whetiier  the  period  of 
limitation  in  the  state  in  which  the  contract  was  made  is  longer,  or 
shorter  than  that  of  the  state  in  which  the  action  is  instituted.'*  Nor 
is  it  material  that  laws  of  the  forum  differ  from  those  prevailing  in 
other  jimsdictions.*'  It  may  be  added  that  the  law  of  the  forum 
governs  the  question  of  prescription,**  and  also  as  to  the  time  when 
an  infant  attains  his  majority  for  the  purpose  of  determining  whether 
the  cause  of  action  is  barred  by  limitation.'*  If  suit  is  brought  in 
the  state  in  which  a  conteict  was  entered  into  between  residents  of 
such  state,  tiie  law  of  such  jurisdiction  will  govern  on  the  question 
of  the  limitation  of  an  action  brought  there  to  enforce  the  contract 
though  it  was  to  be  performed  elsewhere.** 

50.  Exceptions  to  General  Principles. — To  the  general  rule  that 
the  lex  fori  governs  in  matters  relating  to  the  statute  of  limitations, 
certain  well  defined  exceptions  exist,  depending  primarily  on  the 
character  of  the  statute  in  the  state  in  which  the  cause  of  action 
arose,  or  on  the  presence  of  so-called  "comity  statutes,"  enacted  in 
the  state  in  which  suit  is  brought  directly  recognizing  the  limitation 
laws  of  the  former  state.  Under  these  exceptions  it  may  be  held  that 
an  action  barred  by  the  law  of  the  place  of  residence  of  the  defendant 
is  barred  in  the  state  in  which-  suit  is  brought  in  ihe  same  manner 
as  if  the  action  had  arisen  in  that  state."  If  a  statute  of  limitations 
of  a  state  destroys  not  only  the  right  of  action  but  also  the  cause  of 
action,  it  may  be  successfully  invoked  as  a  bar  to  the  action  in  what- 

Dee.  299;  Eingartner  v.  Blinois  Steel  (La.)  336,  5  Am.  Dee.  733. 

Co.,  103  Wis.  373,  79  N.  W.  433,  74  Notes:  95  A.  S.  R.  660;  8  Ann.  Cas. 

A.  S.  R.  871;  Union  Stockyards  Nat  1124. 

Bank  v.  Maika,  16  Wyo.  141,  92  Pac.     11.  Davidson      Browning,  73  W, 

fil9,  125  A.  S.  R.  1032,  14  Ann.  Cas.  Va.  276,  80  S.  E.  363,  UE.A.1915C 

977 ;  Don  v.  Lippmann,  6  CI.  &  F.  1.  976. 

5  Ene.  Rul.  Cas.  930.  12.  Great  Western  Tel.  Co.  v.  Pur- 
Notes:  8  Am.  Dec.  492;  66  Am.  Dec.  dy,  162  U.  S.  329,  16  S.  Ct  810,  40 
744;  92  Am.  Dee.  587;  59  A.  S.  R.  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  986. 
885;  95  A.  S.  B.  660;  13  L.R.A.  565;  IS.  Erwin  v.  Lowty,  2  La.  Ann.  314, 
48  L.R.A.  630;  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  658  ;  46  Am.  Dec.  545. 
5  Ann.  Cas.  548;  8  Ann.  Caa.  1124;  2  14.  Burgett  v.  Williford,  56  Ark. 
Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  88.  187,  19  S.  W.  750,  35  A.  S.  R.  96. 

9.  Peareall  v.  Dwight,  2  Mass.  84,  Note:  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  659. 

3  Am.  Dec.  35;  Ruggles  v.  Keeler,  15.  Willard  v.  Wood,  164  U.  S.  502, 

3  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  263,  3  Am.  Dec.  482,  17  S.  Ct.  176,  41  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  531. 

overruled  on  another  point  by  Ray-  16.  Riser  v.  Snoddy,  7  Lad.  442,  65 

mond  V.  Wheeler,  9  Cow.  (N.  Y.)  295.  Am.  Dec  740. 

10.  Asion  V.  Morgan,  2  Mart.  O.  S. 
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ever  state  the  action  may  be  brought,*'  but  if  it  prescribes  the  effect 
of  absence  from  the  state  with  respect  to  the  time  when  an  action  may 
be  commenced,  and  pertains  solely  to  the  remedy,  and  neither  inters 
prets,  qualifies,  nor  extinguishes  the  right,  it  does  not  operate  beyond 
the  limits  of  such  state.'* 

'  51.  Statutory  Modification  ot  Common  Law  Rule. — The  general 
m\h  that,  in  determining  whethOT  the  period  of  limitation  has  elapsed 
and  an  action  has  become  barred,  the  statute  of  limitations  of  the 
forum  is  to  be  consulted,  has  been  changed  in  probably  all  jurisdic- 
tions by  statutes,  which  provide  in  effect,  although  the  terms  vary 
greatly,  that  a  cause  of  action  arising  in  another  jurisdiction  and 
barred  there  shall  be  barred  in  the  domestic  courts.**  The  converse 
is  also  true  that  if  a  right  of  action  has  not  been  barred  by  the  statute 
of  the  jurisdiction  wherein  the  cause  originated,  it  is  not  barred  by 
the  statute  of  the  forum."  But  a  statute  of  this  type  may  restrict, 
without  enlarging,  the  statutory  period  of  limitations  prescribed  by 
the  lex  fori.  The  general  purpose  of  such  a  law  will  then  be  to  give  to 
one  sued  in  the  state  the  benetit  of  a  bar  conipleted  elsewhere,  in  which 
such  statute  exists.*  His  liability  will  continue  imtil  such  time  as 
the  cause  of  action  is  either  barred  in  the  state  where  it  arose,  or  until 
the  debtor  has  lived  within  the  state  of  the  forum  a  sufficient  length 
of  time  to  bar  it  by  the  statute  of  such  state.*  By  the  construction 
placed  on  some  of  these  statutes  the  bar  of  the  foreign  law  must  have 
been  complete  during  the  defendant's  r^idence  in  the  foreign  juris- 
diction.* Occasionally  the  form  of  the  statute  is  to  the  effect  that 
where  a  cause  of  action  has  arisen  ita  another  state,  and  an  action 
there  is  barred  by  the  laws  of  that  state,  an  action  thereon  shall  not 
be  maintained  in  the  second  state  except  in  favor  of  one  who  has 

17.  Canadian  Pae.  R.  Co.  v.  John-  S.  R.  699,  4  Ann.  Gas.  146,  3  L.R.A. 
Bton,  61  Fed.  738,  26  D.  S.  App.  85,  (N.S.)  1187;  Doughty  v.  Funk,  15 
9  C.  C.  A.  587,  25  L.R.A.  470;  Lam-  Okla.  643,  84  Pac  484,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
berton  v.  Grant,  94  Me.  508,  48  Atl.  1029;  Freundt  v.  Hahn,  24  Wash.  8, 
127,  80  A.  S.  R.  415;  Berkley  v.  Tootle,  63  Pac.  1107,  85  A.  S.  B.  939. 

163  Mo.  684,  63  S.  W.  681,  85  A.  8.  B.  Notes:  51  L.R.A.(N.S.)  96;  UBA. 

587.  1915C  977;  14  Ann.  Cas.  42. 

Note:  22  Am.  Dee.  363.  For  a  detailed  analysis  of  the  vari- 

18.  Lamberton  v.  Grant,  94  Me.  508,  ons  statutes,  see  48  L.R.A.  639  note. 
48  Atl.  127,  80  A.  S.  R.  415.  20.  Note:  14  Ann.  Cas.  42. 

19.  Bacon  v.  Rives,  106  U.  S.  99,  1.  Brown  v.  Hathaway,  73  W.  Va. 
1  S.  Ct.  3,  27  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  69;  Riser  605,  80  S.  B.  959,  61  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
V.  Snoddy,  7  Ind.  442,  65  Am.  Dec.  95. 

740;  Bruner  v.  Martin,  76  Kan.  862,  2.  West  v.  Theis,  15  Idaho  167,  96 

93  Pac.  165,  123  A.  S.  R.  172,  14  Pae.  932,  128  A.  S.  R.  58  and  note, 

Ann.  Cas.  39,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  775;  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  472. 

Lewis  V.  Hyams,  26  Nev.  68,  63  Pac.  3.  Bniner  v.  Martin,  76  Kan.  80^ 

126,  64  Pac.  817,  99  A.  S.  R.  677;  93  Pac.  165, 123  A.  S.  R.  172,  U  AaS. 

Hunter  v.  Niagara  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  73  Cas.  39, 14  L.B.A.(N.S.)  77& 

Ohio  St.  UO,  76  N.  E.  563,  112  A.  Note:  14  Ann.  Cai.  48. 
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been  a  citizen  of  this  elate,  and  has  held  the  cattse  of  action  from  the 
time  it  accrued.*  Where  a  statute  prohibits  actions  on  causes  which 
are  fully  barred  by  the  laws  of  t^e  country  where  the  defendant  had 
pi<eviously  resided,  an  exception  may  be  provided  to  the  effect  that 
the  Statute  shall  not  apply  to  causes  of  action  arising  within  the  state 
in  which  the  suit  is  brought.*  When  a  statute  refers  to  the  barring 
of  actions  under  the  "laws"  of  another  jurisdiction,  this  includes 
rules  established  by  judicial  decision  as  well  as  statutory  enactments.* 

52.  Limitation  Incident  to  Statntory  Action  for  Tort. — To  the  gen- 
eral rule  that  the  remedies,  as  distinguished  from  the  rights  of  the 
parties,  are  determined  by  the  law  of  the  forum,  and  that  the  statutes 
of  limitations  are  part  of  the  remedy,  and  not  of  the  laws  affecting 
rights,  there  is  an  exception  in  the  case  in  which  a  statutory  liability 
is  sought  to  be  enforced,  and  the  statute  prescribes  the  period  of  limita- 
tion. In  this  case  the  general  rule,  adopting  the  statutes  of  limitations 
of  the  forum,  is  departed  from,  and  the  limitation  prescribed  by  the 
act  5xing  the  liability  is  applicable.^  The  most  important  class  of 
cases  falling  within  t^e  present  exception  to  the  general  rule  consists 
of  those  brought  in  one  state  under  a  statute  of  a  different  state  giving 
a  right  of  action  for  damages  for  death  or  personal  injuries,  and  con- 
taining an  express  limitation  of  the  time  for  suit  as  a  condition  of 
the  right  of  action  *  It  should  be  noted  that  the  lex  fori  governs  in 
an  action  for  personal  injuries  founded  on  the  common  law,'  and 
where  a  right  of  action  for  a  tort  is  given  by  a  statute  of  another  state, 
and  no  period  of  limitation  is  prescribed  otherwise  than  by  the  general 
law  of  limitation  prevailing  in  that  state,  the  lex  fori,  not  the  lex  loci, 
applies  on  the  subject  of  Hmitation."  Hence  the  present  exception 
is  limited  to  cases  in  which  a  cause  of  action  is  wholly  statutory,  and 
there  is  annexed  to  the  right  of  recovery  tiie  condition  that  suit  must 
be  brought  within  a  designated  time.** 

53.  Bar  of  Statute  Occurring  During  Period  of  Residence. — Some 
courts  without  depending  on  legislation  appear  to  hold  generally  that 
where  a  cause  of  action  is  fuUy  barred  in  the  state  where  it  arose,  and 
at  a  time  when  the  defendant  resided  Uierein,  it  wHl  be  considered  as 

4.  Lilly-Brackett  Co.  v.  Sonnemann,     9.  Krogg  v.  Atlanta,  ete.,  B.  Co., 
157  Cal.  192,  106  Pac,  715,  21  Ann.  77  Ga.  202,  4  A.  S.  R.  79. 
Cas.  1279.  Note:  48  L.R.A.  638. 

6.  Moran  v.  Moran,  144  la.  451, 123  10.  CShielda  v.  Georgia  Pac.  B.  Co., 
N.  W.  202,  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  898.         83  Ga.  621,  10  S.  E.  268,  6  L.R.A. 

6.  Note:  14  Ann.  Cas.  44.  152;  Louisrille,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Bnrk- 

7.  Bronswick  Terminal  Co.  Na-  hart,  154  Ky.  92,  157  S.  W.  18,  46 
tional  Bank,  09  Fed.  635,  40  C.  C.  A.  LJl.A.(N.S.)  687  and  note. 

22,  48  L.RA.  626  and  note.  11.  O'Shields  v.  Oeozgia  Pae.  B.  Co., 

Note:  48  L.R.A.  625.  83  Oa.  621,  10  S.  E.  268,  6  L.R.A. 

8.  See  DsATB,  vol.  8,  p.  806.  162. 
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barred  in  other  jurisdictions  also.**  In  states  recognizing  this  distinc- 
tion adverse  possession  of  personal  property  in  one  state  until  tlie 
right  of  recovery  has  become  barred  in  that  state  will  prevent  a 
recovery  in  another  state  having  a  longer  period  of  prescription,  into 
which  the  possessor  may  remove.'^  Similarly  where  the  parties  reside 
in  a  state  at  ihd  time  of  the  settlement  of  a  decedent's  estate,  an^ 
they  omit  to  submit  their  claim  in  due  season  whereby  it  becomes 
absolutely  barred  by  the  law  of  such  state,  no  effect  will  be  given  to 
such  claim  thereafter  in  other  states.**  Yet  in  this  connection  it 
should  be  noted  that  where  a  resident  of  a  state  goes  into  another  state 
and  makee  a  partial  payment  on  a  contract  of  the  latter  state  after 
ita  maturity,  and  before  such  contract  is  barred  by  the  statute  of 
limitations  of  that  state,  on  his  return  to  the  first  state  the  contract 
follows  him  as  made,  and  is  enforceable  under  the  laws  of  such 
state."  But  in  other  jurisdictions  the  fact  that  the  parties  resided  in 
another  state  in  which  the  cause  of  action  arose,  and  continued  to  veiide 
there  until  the  cause  of  action  was  barred  by  the  law  of  such  state, 
does  not  appear  to  be  material.**  The  courts  have  also  held  that  the 
fact  that  the  remedy  at  law  is  barred  by  limitation  in  one  state  as 
between  residents  thereof  does  not  give  &  legal  or  equitable  right  to 
interpose  such  bar  to  an  action  between  the  same  parties  in  another 
state  against  prepay  ther^n  and  where  the  right  of  action  is  not 
so  barred.*' 

54.  Which  Law  Governs  Actions  on  Foreign  Judgments. — The  plea 
of  the  statute  of  limitations  to  an  action  instituted  in  one  state  on  a 
judgment  obtained  in  another  is  a  pl<3a  to  the  remedy,*^  and  the 
general  rule  is  that  the  law  of  the  forum,  rather  than  that  of  the  place 
where  the  judgment  was  rendered,  will  govern.**  It  has  uniformly 
been  held  that  each  of  the  states  of  the  Union  may  pass  a  law  limiting 

12.  Note:  48  L.R.A.  625.  127  N.  C.  190,  37  S.  E.  212,  80  A, 

18.  Broh  V.  Jenkins,  9  Mart.  0.  8.  S.  R.  791,  52  L.R.A.  201;  Hendricks 


14.  Woodbridge  v.  Austin,  2  Tyler  19.  M'Elmoyle  v.  Cohen,  13  Pet.  312, 
(Vt.)  364,  4  Am.  Dec.  740.'  10  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  177;  Metcalf  v.  Wa- 

15.  Sterrett  v.  Sweeney,  15  Idaho  tertown,  153  U.  S.  671,  14  S.  Ct.  947, 
416,  98  Pac.  418,  138  A.  8.  B.  68,  20  38  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  861;  Rice  v.  Moore, 
I*R.A.(N.S.)  963.  48  Kan.  590,  30  Pac.  10,  30  A.  S.  R. 

16.  Bulger  v.  Roche,  11  Pick.  318  and  note,  16  L.R.A.  198;  Quiiek 
(Mass.)  36,  22  Am.  Dec.  359  and  v.  Loder,  13  N.  J.  L.  68,  23  Am.  Dec. 
note.  711;  Arrington  v.  Arrington,  127  N. 

17.  Thomdikfe  v.  Thomdike,  142  HI  C.  190,  37  S.  E.  212,  80  A.  S.  R.  791, 
450,  32  N.  E.  510,  34  A.  8.  B.  90,  21  52  L.R.A.  201;  Arkansas  City  First 
L.R.A.  71.  Nat.  Bank  v.  Hazie,  27  R.  I.  190,  61 

18.  M'Elmoyle  v.  Cohen,  13  Pet.  312,  Atl.  171,  8  Ann.  Caa.  1123  and  note. 
10  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  177;  Lamberton  v.  Notes:  48  L.R.A.  632,  634  ;  8  Ann. 
Grant,  94  Me.  508,  48  Atl.  127,  80  A.  Cas.  1124.  See  also  JuDGimrrs,  vol 
S.  B,  415;  ArringU>u  v.  AxringtoD.  15,  pp.  942,  943. 


(La.)  526,  13  Am.  Dec.  320. 
Note;  48  L.R.A.  635. 


V.  Comstoek,  12  Ind.  238,  74  Am.  Dec. 
205.- 


Digitized  by  Google 


17  R.  C  L. 


LIMITATION  OF  ACTIONS 


fi  65 


the  time  within  which  an  action  may  be  brought  on  a  judgment 
rendered  in  another  state,  without  thereby  depriving  the  judgment 
of  the  full  faith  and  credit  which  it  ia  entitled  to  under  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.***  Hence  the  courts  will  not  inquire  into 
the  rules  for  the  Uiiiitution  of  actions  in  the  state  where  a. foreign  judg- 
ment has  been  obtained,*  and  a  judgment  entered  on  a  promissory 
note  within  the  time  permitted  by  the  laws  of  the  state  in  which  the 
judgment  is  entered  cannot  be  defeated  in  another  state  because  its 
statute  of  limitations  had  barred  the  debt  before  the  judgment  was 
entered.'  Similarly  a  judgment  of  the  courts  of  a  state  where  a  note 
is  Bent  for  collection  holding  it  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations 
will  not  bar  a  suit  in  another  state,  if,  by  the  laws  of  the  state  where 
the  judgment  was  rendered,  the  cause  of  action  was  not  extinguished 
by  the  judgment'  FurUiermore  the  revivor  of  a  judgment  in  the 
state  in  which  it  was  rendered,  wi^out  personal  service  on  the  defend- 
ant or  the  entry  of  his  appearance,  cannot  prevent  the  operation 
against  such  judgment  of  tiie  statute  of  limitations  of  another  state, 
in  which  the  defendant-resided  at  the  time  of  such  revivor,  and  in 
which  an  action  is  thereafter  attempted  to  be  maintained  against  him.* 
55.  Effect  of  Lav  of  State  of  Temporary  Interrening  Residence. — 
Although  under  certain  circumstances  the  limitation  law  of  the  state 
in  which  a  cause  of  action  arose  ia  of  controlling  importance  in 
determining  whether  suit  may  be  brought  thereon  in  another  juris- 
diction,* it  is  not  necessary  to  inquire  what  are  the  statutes  of  limita- 
tion of  states  or  countries  in  which  the  parties  may  have  resided  in 
the  period  intervening  between  the  time  the  cause  of  action  arose 
and  the  time  suit  was  brought  thereon.*  A  statute  prohibiting  a  suit 
on  a  cause  of  action  barred  by  lapse  of  time  in  the  jurisdiction  in 
wliich  the  cause  of  action  arose  has  reference  only  to  the  primary 
end  original  jurisdiction  in  which  it  arose,  and  does  not  contemplate 
«ther  jurisdictions  in  which  a  cause  of  action  may  arise  or  accrue 
because  defendant  takes  up  his  domicil  therein.'  It  is  wholly  imma- 
terial that  the  defendant,  during  such  intervening  period,  may^have 
resided  in  another  jurisdiction  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  bar  the 
right  of  action  under  its  laws  if  the  statutes  of  limitation  of  the  state 

20.  Leathe  v.  Thomas,  218  HI.  246,  198;  Hepler  v.  Davis,  32  Neb.  556,  49 
75  N.  E.  810,  4  Ann.  Cas.  79.  N.  W.  458,  29  A.  S.  R.  457, 13  L.E.A. 

1.  Oulick  V.  L«der,  13  N.  J.  L.  68,  665. 

23  Am.  Dec.  711.  6.  Se«  supra,  par.  64. 

2.  Cuykendall  v.  *;oe,  129  la.  453,  6.  West  v.  Theia,  15  Idaho  167,  96 
105  N.  W.  698,  113  A.  S.  R.  472,  3  Pae.  932,  128  A.  8.  R.  58,  17  L.R.A. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  449.  (N.S.)  472. 

3.  Brand  v.  Brand.  116  Ky.  785,  76  7.  HcKee  v.  Dodd,  162  Gal.  637,  93 
8.  W.  868,  63  L.R.A.  206.  Pac.  864,  126  A.  B.  R.  82,  14  L.R.A. 

4.  Rice  V.  Hoore,  48  Kan.  690,  96  (N.S.)  780. 
Pac,  10,  30  A   S.  R.  318,  16  L.R.A. 
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of  origixi  of  the  cause  of  action  and  of  the  state  in  which  euit  iM 
brought  have  not  run  against  the  obligation.* 

IV.  Pbbiod  of  Limitatioms 

Under  Miscellaneous  Ctrcwmstances 

56.  Criminal  Proceedings. — An  act  of  limitation  is  an  act  of  grace 
in  the  matter  of  criminal  prosecutions.  The  state  makes  no  contract 
with  criminals  at  the  time  of  the  passa^  of  the  act  of  limitation  that 
they  shall  have  immunity  from  punishment  if  not  prosecuted  within 
the  statutory  period.  Such  enactments  are  measures  of  public  poUcy 
only.  They  are  entirely  subject  to  the  will  of  the  le^slature,  and 
may  be  changed  or  repealed  altogether  in  any  case  where  a  right  to 
acquittal  has  not  been  absolutely  acquired  by  the  completi(m  of  the 
period  of  limitation .•  But  it  is  generally  recognized  that  after  the 
right  of  prosecution  has  been  barred,  public  policy  requires  that  the 
limitations  be  absolute  and  irrevocable."  A  statute  of  limitatiooB 
in  criminal  cases  therefore  differs  from  one  applicable  to  civil  actions, 
for  while  the  latter  bars  the  remedy  only  and  not  the  cause  of  action,** 
a  statute  limiting  criminal  prosecutions  destroys  the  right  of  action 
as  well  as  the  remedy.**  Limitation  laws  of  the  several  states  govern- 
ing criminal  proceedings  necessarily  vary  in  tiieir  form  and  terms. 
Among  various  distinctiona  which  appear  may  be  mentioned  the 
custom  of  having  different  limitation  periods  for  felonies  as  dis- 
tinguished from  less  important  crimes.*'  When  a  statute  of  limitation 
bara  prosecutions  for  conspiracy  after  a  designated  time,  an  overt  act 
committed  within  such  period  will  likewise  be  barred.  When,  in 
such  a  case,  subsequent  overt  acts  are  committed  under  the  old  con- 
spiracy within  the  statutory  period,  the  existence  of  the  conspiracy  and 
the  conscious  participation  of  the  defendant  therein  within  such  period 
are  indispensable  to  the  maintenance  of  a  prosecution  for  the 
cons^racy.** 

57.  Actions  for  Penalties,  Forfeitures  and  Statutory  Liabilities.— 

Actions  for  penalties  and  forfeitures  are  generally  governed  by  a 
shorter  period  of  limitation  than  are  actions  to  enforce  contractual 

S.  West  v.  Theis,  15  Idaho  167,  96     11.  See  supra,  par.  4. 
Pac  932,  128  A.  8.  R.  68,  17  L.B^.     12.  Moore  v.  State,  43  N.  J.  L.  203, 

(N.S.)  472.  39  Am.  Rep.  558. 

9.  Note:  39  Am.  Rep.  577.    As  to     13.  State  v.  Reeves,  97  Mo.  668,  10 
the  limitation  of  criminal  proceedings  S.  W.  841, 10  A.  S.  R.  349. 
generally,  see  Cbikinal  iJaw,  vol.  8,     14.  Ware  v.  United  States,  154  Fed. 
p.  132.  577,  84  C.  C.  A.  503, 12  Ann,  Cas.  233, 

10.  Moore  v.  State,  43  N.  J.  L.  203.  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1053  and  note. 
39  Am.  Rep.  568. 
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liabilities  or  to  Teoover  damages,**  and  therefore  It  is  important  to 
distinguish  between  the  two  classes.^*  An  action  to  recover  three- 
fold damages  for  the  violation  of  the  Federal  Antitrust  Act  is  not 
to  be  classified  as  one  for  a  penalty,  but  falls  within  the  other  class.*' 
On  the  other  hand  an  action  to  enforce  the  liability  of  the  trustees 
of  a  corporation  for  failure  to  make  reports  is  for  a  penalty  within 
the  meaning  of  the  statute  of  limitations.**  An  act  making  stock- 
holders liable  for  debts  contracted  by  the  corporation  while  its  officers 
are  in  default  in  publishing  an  annual  notice  of  its  existing  debts  ia 
a  penal  statute,  and  proceedings  under  it  are  actions  for  penalties 
within  the  meaning  of  the  statute  of  limitations.**  Statutes  of  limita- 
tion sometamos  contain  special  provisions  for  actions  based  on  statutory 
Iid>ilities.** 

58.  Disbarment  Proceedings. — ^The  statute  of  limitations  is  not 
recognized  as  a  defense  to  a  proceeding,  for  the  disbarment  of  an  attor- 
ney.* But,  while  not  applying  the  statutes  to  disbarment  proceedings, 
the  courts  frequently  take  lapse  of  time  into  consideration  in  such 
eases.  It  has  been  judicially  said  that  the  law  will  not  favor  the  institu- 
tion of  prosecutions  of  this  character  af  the  lapse  of  a  great  length  of 
time,  and  a  party  whose  rights  are  injuriously  affected  by  conduct  of 
the  character  warranting  disbarment  ought  to  be  required  to  exhibit 
his  information  within  a  reasonable  time  bo  that  the  attorney  impli- 
cated  may  be  afforded  an  opportunity  to  make  his  defense  while 
testimony  for  that  purpose*  can  be  had.' 

59.  Hiscellaneous  Periods. — The  period  of  limitations  in  actions 
of  assumpsit  on  simple  contracts  necessarily  varies  in  different  juris- 
dictions.* Sometimes  different  periods  are  established  for  actions  on 
written  contiacts  and  on  contracts  not  in  writing;  for  example,  six 

15.  Corning  v.  McCullough,  1  N.  L.R. A.  721;  Webber  v.  Salt  Lake  City, 
T.  47,  49  Am.  Dec.  287.  40  Utah  221,  120  Pac.  503,  37  L3.A. 

16.  Meeker  v.  Lehigh  Val.  B.  Co.,  (N.S.)  1115. 

236  U.  S.  412,  35  S.  Ct.  328,  69  U.  1.  State  Bar  Commission  v.  Sullivan, 

S.  (U  ed.)  644,  Ann.  Cas.  1916B  69L  35  Okla.  745,  131  Pao.  703,  L.R.A, 

17.  Chattanooga  Foundry,  etc.  v.  1915D  1218  and  note. 
Atlanta,  203  U.  S.  390,  27  8.  Ct.  65,  Note:  11  L.R.A(N.S.)  557. 

51  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  241,  affirming  At-  See  Atiornkts  it  Law,  vol.  2,  p. 

lanta  v.  Chattanooga  Foundry,  etc.,  127  1107. 

Fed.  23,  61  C.  C.  A.  387,  64  L.R.A.  721.  2.  Note:  L.R.A.1916D  1218. 

18.  State  Sav.  Bank  v.  Johnson,  18  3.  Koshkonong  v.  Burton,  104  U.  8. 
Mont.  440,  45  Pac.  662,  56  A  S.  R.  668,  26  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  888;  Martin  v. 
591,  33  L.R.A.  552,  Broach,  6  Ca.  21,  50  Am.  Dec.  306  j 

19.  Globe  Pub.  Co.  t.  State  Bank,  Backnam  v.  Thompson,  38  Me.  171, 
41  Neb.  175,  59  N.  W.  683,  27  L.R.A.  61  Am.  Dec.  237;  Clarke  v.  Pierce,  215 
854,  overruling  Coy  v.  Jones,  30  Neb,  Mass.  552,  102  N.  E.  1094,  Ann.  Cas. 
798,  47  N.  W.  208,  10  L  R.A.  m.  1914D  421;  McLure  v.  Melton,  34  S. 

20.  Atlanta  v.  Chattanooga  Foundry,  C.  377,  13  S.  E.  616,  27  A.  S.  B.  820, 
etc.,  127  Fed.  23,  61  C.  C.  A.  387,  64  13  L.E.A.  723. 
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years  for  the  fonner,'  and  three'  or  four  years  for  the  latter; *  or, 
as  elsewhere  provided,  four  years  in  the  case  of  contracts  in  writing 

and  two  years  for  those  not  in  writing.'  Again,  a  different  period 
may  he  established  for  actions  on  witnessed  notes  as  compared  with 
ordinary  notes  and  simple  contracts.^  The  greater  the  solemnity  of 
the  instrument  the  longer,  as  a  rule,  is  the  statutory  period  in  which 
suit  may  be  brought  thereon.  The  limitation  period  fixed  by  statute 
for  actions  on  sealed  instruments  is  therefore  generally  of  longer 
duration  than  those  on  simple  contracts,  and  not  infrequently  is  as 
long  as  twenty  years.'  A  moderately  short  period  such  as  five  years 
has  been  used  in  provisions  serving  as  a  dragnet  clause  applicable 
to  all  civil  actions  not  provided  for  by  any  other  section  or  statute.** 
An  exception  may  be  made  to  the  statutes  of  limitation  whereby, 
when  an  action  is  commenced  within  the  period  allowed  by  -law,  but 
the  plaintiff  fails  otherwise  than  on  the  merits  and  the  time  limited 
has  expired  at  the  time  of  such  failure,  an  extension  for  an  additional 
designated  period  is  permitted  for  commencing  a  new  suit  on  the 
same  cause  of  action.  A  voluntary  dismissal  of  an  action  by  a  plain- 
tiff without  prejudice  to  a  future  action  was  a  failure  in  the  action 
otherwise  than  upon  the  merits,  within  the  meaning  of  this  statute.** 
60.  Limitations  in  Cases  Not  Otherwise  Provided  for. — Provisions 
of  a  statute  of  limitation  fixing  a  period  within  which  must  be  brought 
all  actions  not  otherwise  provided  necessarily  cover  the  residuary  field 
of  suits  not  governed  by  the  remaining  provisions  of  the  limitation 
laws.  Since  the  statute  law  on  this  subject  is  greatly  diversified  and 
wholly  lacks  uniformity  in  the  different  jurisdictions,  it  is  imprac- 
ticable to  attempt  to  state  here  the  force  and  effect  of  such  provisions. 
In  one  state  there  may  be  no  law  applying  to  actions  on  the  case  for 
fraud  and  deceit,  and  therefore  such  actions  will  fall  into  thi.-^  residuary 
class,*^  and  in  a  jurisdiction  in  which  the  laws  do  not  in  terms  pre- 
scribe any  limitation  to  actions  on  sealed  instruments,  it  has  been 
held  that  such  actions  were,  therefore,  embraced  by  the  limitation  of 
twenty  years  as  to  personal  actions  on  contracts  not  otherwise  hmitcd 

4.  Atlanta,  etc.,  R.  Co.  T.  McKinaey,  A.  S.  R.  215,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  436; 
224  la.  929,  53  S.  E.  701,  110  A.  8.  Clarke  v.  Pierce,  215  Mass.  552,  102 
R.  215,  6L.R.A.{N.S.)  4m  N.  E.  1094,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  421; 

6.  Washington  v.  Soria,  73  Miss.  Booker  v.  Booker,  29  Grat.  (Va.)  605, 
665,  19  So.  485,  55  A.  S.  R.  555.       26  Am.  Rep.  401. 

6.  Atlanta,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  McKin-  10.  Bates  v.  Bates  Maeh.  Co.,  230 
ney,  124  Oa.  929,  53  S.  E.  701,  110  III.  619,  82  N.  E.  911,  12  Ann.  Cas. 
A.  S.  R.  215,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  436.  174. 

7.  Faires  v.  Cockerell,  88  Tex.  428,  11.  Harrison  Remington  Paper 
31  S.  W.  190,  639,  28  L.R.A.  528.       Co.,  140  Fed.  385,  72  C.  C.  A.  405, 

8.  Buekman  v.  Thompson,  38  Me.  5  Ann.  Cas.  314,  3  Ii.R.A.(N.S.)  954. 


9.  Atlanta,  etc.,  R,  Co.  ▼.  McKin-  lU.  619,  82  N.  £.  911,  12  Ann.  Cas. 
ney,  124  Ga.  929,  53  S.  E.  701,  110  174. 
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by  the  laws  of  the  state.''  Sometimes  the  residuary  character  of  a 
provision  in  a  limitation  law  is  not  apparent  on  casual  reading.  Thus 
a  section  of  a  law  providing  that  an  action  on  a  contract,  obligation, 
or  liability  not  founded  on  an  instrument  in  writing  must  be  brought 
within  a  designated  period  after  the  cause  of  action  shall  have  accrued 
has  been  construed  broadly  as  governing  all  actions  at  law  not  specific- 
ally mentioned  in  other  portions  of  the  statute,  even  including  liabili- 
ties arising  in  consequence  of  torts  committed."  But  on  this  point  the 
authorities  are  not  uniform,  and  a  statute  of  limitations  for  the  com- 
mencement of  actions  on  a  contract  or  liability,  express  or  implied, 
which  is  not  in  writing,  has  been  construed  aa  referring  only  to 
contractual  liabilities.'* 


til.  Limitations  In  Probate  Courts. — While  it  has  been  held  that 
the  statute  of  limitation  may  be  set  up  in  an  orphans'  court  or  probate 
court  in  like  manner  as  in  a  court  of  law,  and  that  the  statute  will 
not  be  tolled  in  such  courts  by  anything  short  of  a  suit  at  law,  or,  what 
is  its  equivalent,  in  the  orphans'  court."  It  has  also  heea  held  that 
a  general  statute  of  limitations  governing  the  bringing  of  suits  in 
civil  actions  is  not  applicable  to  proceedings  in  probate  courts  but 
refers  only  to  limitations  of  time  in  commencing  ordinary  civil 
actions.*'  The  consensus  of  opinion  is  that  no  lapse  of  Lime  will  bar 
a  proceeding  to  probate  a  wil),'^  or  to  obtain  a  grant  of  administration, 
for  the  reasons  that  the  legal  title  ^o  personalty  belonging  to  the 
estate  devolves  on  the  executor  or  administrator  and  can  only  be 
recovered  and  transmitted  to  the  heirs  or  distributees  through  him, 
and  that  unrepresented  estates  are,  under  strict  rules  of  law,  unaffected 
by  statutes  of  prescription  or  limitation.  Proceedings  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  administrator  may,  however,  be  limited  as  to  time." 

62.  Suits  for  Legacies.-.-An  administrator  or  executor  is  consid- 
ered a  trustee  for  the  persons  who  are  entitled  to  the  distributive  shares 
of  an  estate  by  virtue  of  the  statute  of  descenta,*®  or  the  provisions 
of  the  testament  of  the  decedent.  Hence  the  statute  of  limitations 
is  not  a  bar  to  the  recovery  of  a  distributive  share  of  personal  estate 

13.  Koshkonong  v.  Burton,  104  U.  18.  Haddock  v.  Boston,  etc.,  R.  Co., 
S.  6t)8,  26.U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  886  146  Mass.  155,  15  N.  E.  495,  4  A. 

14.  Lattin  v.  Gillette,  95  Cal.  317,  S.  R.  295 ;  Alsobrook  v.  Orr,  130  Tenn. 
30  Pac.  545,  29  A.  S.  R.  115.  120,  169  S.  W.  1165,  Ann.  Cas.  1915B 

15.  Suter  v.  Wenatchee  Water  Pow-  627.  See  Wills. 

er  Co.,  35  Wash.  1,  76  Pac.  298,  102  19.  See  Executors  and  Aduinis- 
A.  S.  R.  881.  TRATORS,  vol  11,  pp.  51-53.   See  also 

16.  Keyser's  Appeal,  124  Pa.  St.  80,  State  v.  KcGlynn,  20  Cal.  233,  81  Am. 
16  Atl.  577,  2  L.R.A.  159.  Dec.  118. 

17.  Bradford  v.  Shine,  13  Pla.  393,      20.  Hildebrand  v.  Kinney,  172  Ind. 
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447,  87  N,  E.  832,  19  Ann.  Cas.  788. 
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to  which  a  person  k  entitied  under  the  intestate  laws.^  Nor  do  courts 

of  equity  in  suits  for  legacies  adopt  the  statute  or  its  exceptions,  or 
act  in  analogy  or  conformity  to  the  statute.*  And  generally  in 
actions  founded  on  and  created  by  a  will,  the  statute  of  limitations 
does  not  apply.* 

.3.  Legacies  Charged  on  Devises. — A  legacy  charged  on  an  estate 
is  not  subject  to  the  statute  of  limitations  for  the  reason  that  it  is 
considered  as  charged  on  a  trust  estate  and  as  constituting  a  trust 
of  which  equity  has  the  proper  and  exclusive  cognizance.*  Yet  a 
suit  in  equity  for  a  legacy  charged  on  land  has  been  held  to  be 
barred  by  the  lapse  of  thirty  years  without  any  demand  for  its  pay- 
mentf  dUier  by  the  legatee  or  her  husband.*  A  bill  in  equity  brought 
for  such  purpose  is  dismiasible  on  the  ground  of' a  presumption  of 
payment,  arising  from  the  time  which  has  elapsed  before  suit  was 
brought.*  It  seems  that  laches  will  not  debar  an  heir  from  proceed- 
ing to  test  the  validity  of  a  trust  created  by  the  ancestor's  will  for  the 
accumulation  of  a  fund  to  establish  a  chanty  school' 

Limitations  as  to  Truatg 

64.  Express  Trusts. — It  is  a  well  established  rule  that  the  statute  of 

limitations  does  not  run  as  between  the  trustee  and  the  beneficiary 
of  an  express  and  continuing  trust,^  so  long  as  there  has  been  no  denial 

1.  Perkins  v.GartmeU,  4  Har.  (Del)  (L.  ed.)  336:  Speidel  v.  Henrioi,  120 
270,  42  Am.  Dec.  763;  Patteraon  v.  U.  S.  377,  7  S.  a.  610,  30  U.  S.  (L. 
Niehol,6Watt8(Pa.)  379, 31  Am.  Dec.  ed.)  718;  Tarleton  v.  Ooldthwaite,  23 
473  and  note.  And  see  Wnj^.  Ala.  346, 58  Am.  Dec.  296 ;  Fox  v.  Tay, 

2.  Perkins  v.  Cartmell,  4  Har.  (Dd.)  89  Cal.  339,  24  Pse.  855,  26  Pac  897, 
270,  42  Am.  Dee.  753.  As  to  the  anal-  23  A.  S.  B.  474;  Cone  v.  Dnnharn,  59 
ogy  of  the  statute  of  limitations  in  Conn.  145,  20  AtL  311,  8  L.R.A.  647; 
proceedings  in  equity,  see  infra,  par.  Perkins  v.  Cutmell,  4  Har.  (Del.)  270, 
lOL  42  Am.  Dee.  753;  Mason  v.  lifason,  33 

3.  Stringer  v.  Stephens,  146  Mich.  Oa.  435,  83  Am.  Dec.  172;  Talbott  v. 
181,  109  N.  W.  269, 117  A.  S.  R.  620,  Bell,  5  B.  Men.  (Ky.)  320,  43  Am. 
10  Ann.  Cas.  337,8  LlB.A.(N.S.)  393.  Dec  126;  Lexington,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v. 

4.  Kane  v.  Bloodgood,  7  Johns.  Ch.  Bridget  7  B.  Mon.  (Ky.)  556,  46  Am. 
(N.  Y.)  90, 11  Am.  Dec  417.  Dec  B2&',  Lexington  life,  etc,  Ina. 

5.  Perkins  v.  Cartmell,  4  Har.  (Del)  Co.  v.  Page,  17  B.  Mon.  (Ky.)  412,  66 
270,  42  Am.  Dec.  753.  Am.  Dec.  165;  Pratt  v.  Thornton,  28 

6.  Black  V.  Whitall,  9  N.  J.  Eq.  672,  Me.  365,  48  Am.  Dec.  492;  In  I6  Lee- 
59  Am.  Dec  423.  man's  Estate,  32  Md.  225,  3  Am.  Rep. 

7.  Tincher  t.  Arnold,  147  Fed.  665,  132;  McDowell  v.  Goldsmith,  6  Md. 
77  C.  C.  A.  649,  8  Ann.  Cas.  917,  7  319,  61  Am.  Dec  305;  Cook  v.  Rives. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  471.  13  Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  328,  53  Am. 

8.  Prevost  v.  Gratz,  6  Wbeat.  481,  Dec  88;  Rubey  v.  Bamett,  12  Mo.  3, 
5  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  311;  Boone  v.  Chiles,  49  Am.  Dec  112;  Williams  v.  McKay, 
10  Pet.  177,  9  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  388  ;  40  N.  J.  Eq.  189,  53  Am.  Rep.  775; 
Seymour  v.  Freer,  8  Wall.  202,  19  U.  Patterson  v.  Hewitt,  11  N.  M.  1,  66 
S.  (U  ed.)  306;  Philippi  v.  Philippi,  Pac.  552,  56  L.R.A.  658;  Decouche  v. 
115  U.  S.  151,  5  S.  Ct.  1181,  29  U.  S.  Savetier,  3  Johns.  Ch.  (M.  T.)  190, 
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or  repudiation  of  the  trust.*  The  reason  for  the  rule  is  that  the 
possession  of  the  trustee  is  presumed  to  be  the  possession  of  the  cestui 
que  trust.*®  As  long  as  the  relation  of  trustee  and  cestui  que  trust 
is  admitted  to  exist,  and  there  is  no  assertion  of  adverse  claim  or 
ownership  by  the  trustee,  lapse  of  time  can  constitute  no  bar  to  relief.'* 
To  state  the  rule  more  accurately,  the  trusts  against  which  the  statute 
of  limitations  does  not  run  are  those  technical  and  continuing  trusts 
which  are  not  cognizable  at  law,  but  fall  within  the  proper,  peculiar 
and  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  courts  of  chancery ;  **  while  trusts  which 
an  the  ground  of  an  action  at  law  are  subject  to  the  operation  of  the 

8  Am.  Dec  478  and  note;  Patterson  another  point  by  Harrigan  Gil- 
V.  Nichol,  6  Watts  (Pa.)  379,  31  Am.  christ,  121  Wis.  127,  99  N.  W.  909; 
Dee.  473;  Com.  v.  Moltz,  10  Pa.  St.  527,  Weltner  v.  Thurmond,  17  Wyo.  268, 

51  Am.  Dec.  499;  Shelby  v.  Shelby,  98  Fac.  590,  99  Pan.  1128,  129  A.  S. 
Cooke,  (Tenn.)  179,  5  Am.  Dec.  686;  R.  1113. 

Haynie  V.  Hall,  5  Humph.  (Tenn.)  290,      Note:  136  A.  S.  R.  483. 
42  Am.  Dec  427  and  note;  Crofoot      As  to  the  effect  of  denial  or  repudia- 
V.  Thatcher,  19  Utah  212,  57  Pac  171,  tion  of  a  trust  on  the  operation  of  the 
75  A.  S.  R.  725;  Fawcett  v.  Fawcctt,  statute  of  limitations,  see  infra,  par. 
85  Wis.  332,  55  N.  W.  405,  39  A.  S.  65. 

R.  844 ;  Boyd  v.  Eau  Claire  Mut.  Fire  10.  Patterson  t.  Hewitt,  11  N.  M, 
Ass'n,  116  Wis.  155,  90  N.  W.  1086,  1,  66  Pac.  552,  55  UR-A.  658;  Haynie 
94  N,  W.  171,  96  A.  S.  R.  948,  61  v.  Hall,  5  Humph.  (Tenn.)  290,  42 
L.R.A.  918,  overruled  on  another  point  Am.  Dec  427  and  note;  Fawcett  v. 
by  Harrigan  v,  Gilchrist,  121  Wis.  127,  Fawcett,  85  Wis.  332,  55  N.  W.  405, 
99  N.  W.  909;  Weltner  v.  Thurmond,  39  A.  S.  R.  844. 

17  Wyo.  268,  98  Pac.  590,  99  Pac  11.  Woodruff  v.  Williams,  35  Colo. 
1128,  129  A.  S.  R.  1113;  In  re  Ex-  28,  85  Pac  90,  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  986. 
change  Banking  Co.,  21  Ch.  D.  519,      12.  Love  v.  Watkins,  40  Col.  547,  6 

52  L.  J.  Ch.  217,  48  L.  T,  N.  S.  86,  31  Am.  Rep.  624;  Lexington  Life,  etc, 
W.  R.  174,  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  263  and  Ins.  Co.  v.  Page,  17  B.  Mon.  (Ky.) 
note.  412,  66  Am.  Dec  165 ;  Baxter  v.  Moses, 

Notes:  66  Am.  Dec  183;  104  A.  S.  77  Me.  465,  1  Ati.  350,  52  Am.  Rep. 
R.  749;  136  A.  S.  R.  483;  Ann.  Cas.  783;  Landis  v.  Saxton,  105  Mo.  48G, 
1915B  250;  Ann.  Cas.  1915D  633.  16  S.  W.  912,  24  A.  S.  R.  403  and 

9.  Boone  v.  Chiles,  10  Pet.  177,  9  note;  Williams  v.  McKay,  40  N.  J. 
D.  S.  (L.  ed.)  388;  Seymour  v.  Freer,  Eq.  189,  53  Am.  Rep.  775;  Kane  v. 
8  Waii.  202,  19  V.  S.  (L.  ed.)  306;  Bloodgood,  7  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  T.)  90, 
Glennon  v.  Harris,  149  Ala.  236,  42  11  Am.  Dec  417;  Douglas  v.  Corry, 
So.  1003, 13  Ann.  Cas.  1163,  9  L.R.A.  46  Ohio  St.  349,  21  N.  E.  440,  15 
(N.S.)  214;  Fox  t.  Tay,  89  Cal.  339,  A.  S.  R.  604;  Finney  v.  Cochran,  1 
24  Pac.  855,  26  Pac.  897,  23  A.  S.  R.  Watts  &  S.  (Pa.)  112,  37  Am.  Dec. 
474;  Norton  t.  Bassett,  154  Cal  411,  450;  Presley  v.  Davis,  7  Rich.  Eq. 
97  Pac.  894, 129  A.  S.  R.  162;  Philips  (S.  C.)  105,  62  Am.  Dec.  396;  Hughes 
V.  State,  5  Ohio  St  122,  64  Am.  De«.  v.  Brown,  88  Tenn.  578, 13  S.  W.  286, 
635;  Crofoot  t.  Thateher,  19  Utah  212,  8  L.R.A.  480  and  note;  Ttnnen  v.  Me- 
57  Pac  171,  75  A-S.  R.  725;  Fawcett  bane,  10  Tex.  246,  60  Am.  Dec.  205; 
V.  Fawcett,  85  Wis.  332,  55  N.  W.  405,  Fawcett  v.  Fawcett,  85  Wis.  332,  55 
39  A.  S.  B.  844;  Boyd  t.  Eaa  Claire  N.  W.  405,  39  A.  S.  R.  844  and  note; 
Mut  Fire  Ass'n,  116  Wis.  155,  90  Boyd  v.  Ean  Claire  Mut  Fire  Ass'n, 
N.  W.  1086,  94  N.  W.  171,  96  A,  S.  116  Wis,  155,  90  N.  W.  1086,  94  N.  W. 
R.  948,  61  LJt.A.  918,  overruled  on  171,  96  A.  S.  B.  948,  61  L.KA.  918, 
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statute."  In  consequence  of  these  rules,  as  long  as  the  duties  of  s 
trustee  remain  undischaiged,  he  cannot  avail  himself  of  the  statut* 
of  limitations  to  an  action  for  the  recovery  of  funds  held  hy  virtue 
of  the  trust,  unless  the  trust  is  openly  denied  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
cestui  que  trust."  It  may  be  added  that  the  right  to  enforce  a  trust 
deed  given  to  secure  a  promissory  note,  by  notice  and  sale,  according 
to  its  terms,  is  not  affected  by  the  statute  of  limitations.^'  But  even 
where  the  statute  of  limitations  does  not  apply  because  of  the  existence 
of  au  express  trust,  a  presumption  of  settlement  of  the  trust  may 
arise  after  the  lapse  of  many  years.'* 

65.  Effect  of  Repudiation  of  Trust  Relationship. — A  trustee  can- 
not ordinarily  plead  the  statute  of  limitations  until  he  has  previously 
divested  himself  of  the  trust  by  discharging  it,  or  by  denying  his 
liability  to  discharge  it  further,  and  knowledge  of  this  fact  has  been 
brought  home  to  the  cestui  que  trust"  On  the  repudiation  of  the 
trust,  the  trustee's  possession  becomes  adverse  and  suit  must  be  prose- 
cuted within  the  time  allotted  by  the  statute  of  limitations.'*  The 
cestui  que  trust  cannot  enforce  tiie  execution  of  an  express  voluntary 
trust,  after  its  known  disavowal  for  such  time  and  under  such  circum- 
stances as  would  make  an  adverse  possession  a  bar.'*  A  case  of 
repudiation  of  the  trust  relationship  is  shown  where  the  proceeds  of 
trust  property  are  used  by  the  trustee  in  his  own  business  with  the 
knowledge  and  consent  of  the  cestui  que  trust,  and  which  are  credited 
to  him  as  a  debt  on  the  trustee's  books,  although  with  the  understand- 
ing that  it  is  to  be  paid  when  there  is  a  favorable  opportunity  for 
investment  and  without  any  technical  revocation  of  the  indenture 

overruled  on  another  point  by  Harri-  336;  Philips  v.  State,  5  Ohio  St  122, 

gan  V.  Gilchrist,  121  Wis.  127,  99  N.  64  Am.  Dec.  635  and  note. 

W.  909.  17.  United  States  v.  Taylor,  104  V. 

Notes:  12  Am.  Dec.  372;  99  Am.  S,  216,  26  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  721;  Wood- 
Dec.  391;  136  A.  S.  R.  483.  rA&  v.  Williams,  35  Colo.  28,  85  Pac, 

IS.  Landis  v.  Sa^ton,  105  Mo.  486,  90,  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  986;  Reynolds  v. 

16S.  W.  912,  24  A.  S.R.  403;  Douglas  Sumner,  126  lU.  58,  18  N.  K.  334,  9 

V.  Corry,  46  Ohio  St  349,  21  N.  E.  A-  S-  R-  1  L.RA.  327;  Houseal 
440, 15  A.  S.  R.  604;  Pawcett  v.  Paw-  1  Bail«y  ^q.  (S.  0.)  482, 

cett,  85  Wis.  332,  56  N.  W.  405,  39  ^3  Am.  Dec  186 
A.  S.  R.  844  and  note;  Boyd  v.  Bau  tt  q 

Claire  Mut.  Fire  AssW  116  Wis.  155,  i.i^s^s' rPP^^gi^^^'Pxr'.^^^ 

S.  R  948,  61  L.R  A.918,  ovenruled  on  355^  36  Pac.  897,  23  A.  S.  R.  474; 

another  point  by  Hamgan  v.  Gilchnat,  Reizenstein  v.  Marquardt,  75  la.  294, 

121  Wis.  127,  99  N.  W.  909.  39  n.  W.  506,  9  A.  S.  R.  477, 1  UR.A. 

14.  Note:  104  A.  S.  R.  750.  318;  Tinnen  v.  Mebane,  10  Tex.  246, 

15.  Holmquist  v.  Gilbert,  41  Colo.  60  Am.  Dec.  205  and  note. 
113,  92  Pac.  232, 14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  479.  Note:  104  A.  S.  R.  750. 

16.  Philippi  V.  Philippi,  115  U.  S.  19.  Boone  v.  Chiles,  10  Pet  177,  9 
m,  6  S.  Ct  1181,  29  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  388. 
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of  trust.^  And  it  has  been  said  that  when  a  trustee  baa  parted  with 
all  control  over  the  property,  and  has  closed  up  his  relation  to  the 
trust,  and  no  longer  daims  or  exercises  any  authority  under  the  trust, 
the  principles  wMch  lie  at  the  foundation  of  all  statutes  of  limitation 
assert  themselv^  in  his  favor,  and  time  b^na  to  cover  his  past  trans- 
actions with  her  mantle  of  repose.^ 

66.  Limitations  as  to  Implied  Trusts. — The  rule  stated  in  tKe  pre- 
ceding paragraph  that  the  statute  of  limitations  ordinarily  does  not 
run  against  express  trusts  is  not  applicable  to  trusts  created  by  implica- 
tion or  operation  of  law.*  Thus  trusts  created  in  a  party  by  impli- 
cation, as  where  be  has  obtained  property  by  fraud  or  unlawful  means, 
come  within  the  statutes  of  limitation,  although  in  such  cases  the 
trust  is  not  created  by  contract,  nor  does  the  relation  of  trustee  and 
cestui  que  trust  as  such  exist'  As  another  illustration,  the  leaving  of 
corporate  stock  in  the  possesion  and  name  of  the  seller  after  a  sale 
of  it  has  been  made  without  any  agreement  as  to  the  future  dis- 
position of  the  stock  has  been  held  to  create  an  implied  trust  in  the 
seller  which  is  enforceable  at  law  and  subject  to  the  operation  of  the 
statute  of  limitations.*  The  reason  for  the  distinction  between  the 
effect  of  the  statute  on  express  and  implied  trusts  lies  in  the  fact  that 
in  the  latter  kind  of  trust  the  element  of  trust  and  confidence  is  absent. 
Furthermore,  in  such  cases  the  relation  of  trustee  and  cestui  que  trust 
does  not  in  fact  exist,  and  the  holding  of  an  implied  or  constructive 
trustee  is  for  himself,  and  therefore  at  all  times  adverse.*  No  repudia- 
tion of  an  implied  or  constructive  trust  is  necessary  in  order  to  subject 
it  to  the  operation  of  the  statute  of  limitations.  For  example,  it  has 
been  held  that  on  the  death  of  a  person  who  purchased  property  for  the 

20.  Treadwell  t.  Treadwell,  176  3  Am.  Rep.  132;  Landia  t.  Saxton,  105 
Mass.  554,  57  N.  E.  1016,  51  L.R.A.  Mo.  486,  16  S.  W.  912,  24  A.  S.  R. 
190.  403;  Edwards  v.  University,  21  N.  C. 

1.  Clarke  v.  Boorman,  18  Wall.  493,  325,  30  Am.  Dec.  170  and  note;  Pat- 
21  U.  S.  {L.  ed.)  904.  terson  v.  Nichol,  6  Watte  (Pa.)  379, 

2.  Boone  v.  Chiles,  10  Pet.  177,  9  31  Am.  Dec.  473;  Shelby  v.  Shelby, 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  388;  Michond  v.  Girod,  Cooke  (Tenn.)  179,  5  Am.  Dee.  686; 
4  How.  503,  11  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1076;  Tinnen  v.  Mebane,  10  Tex.  246,  60  Am. 
Tark'ton  v.  Goidthwaite,  23  Ala.  346,  Dec.  205;  Fawcett  v.  Fawoett,  85  Wis. 
58  Am.  Dec.  296;  Cone  v.  Dunham,  59  332,  55  N.  W.  405,  39  A.  8.  R.  844; 
Conn.  145,  20  Atl.  311,  8  L.R.A.  647;  Henry  v.  Hammond,  [1913]  2  K.  B. 
Bannock  County  v.  Bell,  8  Idaho  1,  65  {Eng.)  515,  Ann.  Cas.  1915B  248  and 
Pac.  710,  101  A.  S.  R.  140 ;  Reynolds  note. 

V.  Sumner,  126  lU.  58, 18  N.  E.  334,  9      Notes:  104  A.  S.  R.  750;  Ann.  Cas. 
A.  S.  R.  523,  1  L.R.A.  327;  Lexinfrton  1915D  633;  16  Eng.  Rul.  Caa.  270. 
Life,  etc.,  Ins.  Co.  v.  Page,  17  B.  Mon.      3.  Armstrong  v.  Campbell,  3  Yei^. 
(Ky.)  412,  66  Am.  Dec.  165;  Baxter  (Tenn.)  201,  24  Am.  Dec.  556. 
V,  Moses,  77  Me.  465,  1  Atl.  350,  52      4.  Cone  v.  Dunham,  59  Conn.  145, 
Am.  Uep.  783;  McDoweU  v.  Gold-  20  Atl.  311,  8  L.R.A,  647. 
smith,  6  Md.  319,  61  Am.  Dec  305     5.  Hughes  v.  Brown,  88  Tenn.  678. 
and  note;  In  re  Leiman,  32  Md.  226,  13  S.  W.  286,  8  UR-A.  480. 
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benefH  of  himself  and  others,  under  an  agreement  that  they  shall  share 
in  the  proceeds,  and  who  therefore  became  a  voluntary  trustee  as  to 
such  property,  his  heir  at  law  becomes  an  involuntary  and  not  a 
voluntary  trustee,  so  that  the  statute  of  limitations  operates  in  his 
favor  without  any  repudiation  of  the  trust  either  by  him  or  the 
administrator  of  the  estate  of  the  original  trustee.*  In  spite  of 
the  many  authorities  which,  in  general  terms,  assert  the  rule  that 
the  statute  of  limitations  runs  against  all  implied,  resulting  or  con- 
structive trusts,  a  doubt  has  been  voiced  as  to  the  literal  correct- 
ness of  this  rule.  A  qualification  has  been  suggested  that  when  every 
element  which  operates  to  take  an  express  trust  out  of  the  statute  of 
limitation  and  prevents  the  statute  from  running  against  it  until 
aft^  the  trust  has  been  effectually  repudiated  is  present  in  the  case 
et  a  resulting  trust,  no  distinction  will  be  made  between  it  and  an 
express  trust,  and  it  will  not  be  deemed  subject  to  the  operation  of  the 
statute.'  In  any  event  the  lapse  of  time  is  not  a  bar  to  the  enforce- 
ment of  a  resulting  trust,  where  the  trustee  has  acknowledged  the 
trust  and  there  has  been  no  adverse  polteession  and  no  laches  on  the 
part  of  the  beneficiary  in  bringing  his  bill  for  relief  as  soon  as  the 
trust  is  denied.' 

V.  Acnows  AT  Law 

Proceedings  Affecting  Real  Properi'g 

67.  In  General. — The  applicability  of  statutes  of  limitation  to  pro- 
ceedings involving  interests  in  real  estate  is  complicated  and  diversi- 
fied by  the  distinctions  recognized  at  common  law  between  the  right 
of  po^easion  and  the  right  of  property,  and  between  the  various  writs 
available  for  different  purposes.  The  statute  of  21  Jac.  I,  c.  16, 
limited  entries  and  consequently  ejectments  to  twenty  years  after 
the  right  of  entry  accrued,  and  limited  formedons  in  descender,  re- 
mainder, Gt  reverter  to  twenty  years  after  the  title  and  cause  of  action 
first  descended,  and  by  the  act  of  32  Hen.  VIII,  c.  2,  the  time  for 
bringing  writs  of  right  on  the  seisin  of  an  ancestor  weis  limited  at 
sixty  years,  possessory  actions  on  the  seisin  of  the  ancestor  to  fifty 
years,  and  all  actions  on  the  seisin  of  the  demandant  to  thirty  years 
respectively.*  Statutes  of  limitations  enacted  on  the  western  side 
of  the  Atlantic  Ocean  sometimes  contain  a  recognition  of  similar 
distinctions  and  provide  that  a  right  of  entry  will  be  barred  if  an 
adverse  possession  continues  twenty  years,  and  that  the  right  of  title 

6.  Norton  v.  Bassett,  154  Cal.  411,  Am.  Dec.  37L 

97  Pac.  894,  129  A.  8.  R.  162.  1.  De  Beauvoir  t.  Owen,  6  Exch. 

7.  Fawcett  v.  Fawcett,  85  Wis.  332,  166,  19  L.  J.  Exch.  177,  16  Eng.  BoL 
65  N.  W.  405,  39  A.  S.  R.  844.  Cas.  313. 

8.  Dow  v.  Jewell,  18  N.  H.  340,  45 
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will  be  barred  if  the  adv^^  possession  continuefl  twenty-five  years.' 
The  normal  period  for  limitations  of  actions  of  ejectment  appears  to 
be  twenty  years.*  The  statute  of  limitations  is  i^plicable  to  all  cor* 
poreal  heroditaments.*  The  water  of  a  stream  at  common  law  is  a 
part  of  the  freehold,  and  a  right  to  it  by  prescription  under  the  statute 
of  limitations  can  only  be  acquired  by  the  use  of  it  for  the  same 
period  of  time  in  which  the  statute  bars  an  action  upon  lands.*  The 
distinctions  recognized  by  ihe  common  law  between  actions  to  recover 
possession  and  those  to  recover  the  right  of  property  are  not  always 
perpetuated  in  modem  times«  In  at  least  one  state  a  limitation  law 
provides  that  every  real,  possessory,  ancestral,  mixed,  or  other  action 
for  any  lands  shall  be  brought  or  instituted  within  twenty  years 
next  after  the  right  or  title  thereto  shall  accrue,  with  a  saving  clause 
in  favor  of  those  under  disabilities.  Such  a  statute  has  been  construed 
as  applying  to  all  «ctions  for  the  recovery  of  lands,  tenements,  and 
hereditaments.' 

68.  Trespass  and  Case  as  to  Real  Property. — Special  statutory 

limitations  are  frequently  established  fixing  the  time  within  which, 
actions  of  trespass  for  damages  may  be  brought  for  injuries  to  real 
estate.  Under  such  statutes  the  limitation  period  may  be  of  controlling 
.importance  in  determining  the  amount  of  damages  recoverable.'  In 
tlie  application  of  statutes  of  limitation  to  actions  of  trespass,  care 
should  be  taken  to  distinguish  situations  in  which  this  remedy  is 
available  from  those  in  which  it  cannot  properly  be  used.  For 
example  such  a  statute  does  not  govern  an  action  by  a  tenant  for 
injury  to  his  business  by  the  construction  of  a  tunnel  through  the 
property  so  as  to  render  the  building  unsafe,  but  such  action  is 
governed  by  the  provision  applicable  to  actions  of  trespass  on  the 
case  •  Nor  is  an  action  brought  by  an  abutting  property  owner  to 
recover  damages  resulting  from  changing  the  grade  of  a  street  an 
action  for  trespass,  and  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions.^ Breaking  through  the  partition  of  an  adjoining  mine  is  not 
a  trespass  unless  accompanied  by  an  encroachment  on  the  latter 
premises,  and  where  an  action  for  such  an  encroachment  is  barred 
by  the  statute  of  limitations,  the  subsequent  flow  of  water  through 
the  opening  does  not  afford  a  basis  for  an  action.**  And  it  may  be 

2.  Thorp  V.  Raymond,  16  How.  247,  7.  Lentz  t.  Carnegie,  145  Pa.  St. 
14  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  923.  612,  23  Atl.  219,  27  A.  S.  R.  717. 

3.  Fanlk  v.  Missonri  River,  etc.,  R.  8.  Welch  v.  Seattle,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  56 
Co.,  28  S.  D.  1,  132  N.  W.  233,  Ann.  Wash.  97,  105  Pac.  166,  26  LJI.A. 
Cas.  1913E  1130.  (N.S.)  1047  and  note. 

4.  Note:  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  335.  9.  Denney  v.  Everett,  46  Wash.  342, 

5.  Burden  v.  Stein,  27  Ala.  104,  62  89  Pac.  934,  123  A.  S.  R.  934. 

Am,  Dee.  758.  10.  National  Copper  Co.  v.  Minncao- 

6.  Conover  v.  Wright,  6  N.  J.  L.  613,  ta  Min.  Co.,  57  Mich.  83,  23  N.  W.  781, 
47  Am.  Dec.  213.  58  Am.  Rep.  333. 
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addcJ  that  the  Diligent  construction  of  an  irrigating  canal,  lawfully 
built,  but  without  suflficiently  providing  for  carrying  off  surplus 
wat«r,  whereby  the  lands  of  another  are  overflowed,  does  not  constitute 
a  trespass,  and  an  action  for  damages  caused  by  such  flooding  is 
not  within  a  statute  limiting  actions  for  trespass  on  real  pro)}erty.'^ 
In  such  situations  the  proper  remedy  is  by  an  action  on  the  case  for 
consequential  damages.'*  It  has  also  been  held  that  an  action  by  a 
riparian  owner  for  injuries  to  his  property  occasioned  by  the  pol- 
lution of  the  stream  by  city  sewage  is  in  the  nature  of  an  action  of 
case  rather  than  of  trespass,  and  is  governed  by  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions applicable  to  actions  on  the  case.)* 

69.  Actions  for  Rent. — ^Under  the  English  statute  of  limitations 
the  right  to  recover  rent  in  the  nature  of  an  ancient  rent  service,  such 
as  a  quit  rent,  is  barred  by  the  lapse  of  twenty  years  after  the  last 
receipt  of  rent,**  but  this  statute  does  not  apply  to  the  rent  incident 
to  the  reversion  under  an  ordinary  lease  between  landlord  and  ten- 
ant." And  in  the  United  States  it  has  also  been  ruled  that  rent 
demanded  as  due  under  the  provisions  of  a  deed,  of  which  tlie  com- 
mencement is  shown,  is  not  within  the  statute  of  limitations."  But 
an  action  for  the  recovery  of  rents  and  profits  from  a  cotenant  is 
subject  to  the  statute  of  limitations  and  under  a  particular  law  it  may 
be  so  when  four  years  have  elapsed  from  the  accruing  of  such  action." 

70.  Partition  and  Dower. — The  right  to  sue  for  partition  is  not 
limited  to  any  particular  number  of  years  after  the  death  of  the 
ancestor  from  whom  the  lands  jointly  held  by  the  parties  were 
derived,  except  as  regards  one  who  has  in  the  meantime  been  excluded 
from  possession.  There  is  no  question  in  such  a  case  of  ahy  adverse 
possession  or  of  quieting  of  title  as  between  the  joint  owners.*^  In 
England  the  position  of  a  dowress  before  assignment  of  dower  is 
anomalous,  since  in  a  qualified  sense  she  is  regarded  as  co-owner  with 
the  coheirs  of  the  rents  and  profits  during  her  life  or  until  assign- 
ment, and  just  as  co-owners  may  bring  an  action  for  partition, 
although  they  have  been  for  fifty  years  content  to  remain  co-owners 

11.  Suter  V.  Wenatchee  Water  Pow-  11  L.  J.  Exch.  228,  16  Eng.  Rul.  Caa. 
er  Co.,  35  Wash.  1,  76  Pac  298,  102  465;  De  Beauvoir  v.  Owen,  5  Exoh.  . 
A.  S.  R.  881.  166,  18  L.  J.  Exch.  177,  16  Eng.  Bui. 

12.  Wabash,  etc.,  Canal  t.  Spears,  16  Cas.  313  and  note. 


13.  Piatt  V.  Waterbuiy,  80  Conn.  T.)  210,  8  Am.  Dec.  309.  See  Land- 
179,  67  Aa.  508,  125  A.  S.  R.  111.  lord  and  Tenaut,  vol.  16,  pp.  1001- 
As  to  limitations  in  actions  for  dam-  1003. 

u(;es  for  pollntion  of  waters,  see  also  17.  Schuster  v.  Schuster,  84  Neb.  98, 
infra,  par.  72.  120  N.  W.  948,  18  Ann.  Cas.  1078,  29 

14.  De  Beauvoir  v.  Owen,  S  Exch.  L.R.A.(M.S.)  224. 

3GG,  19  L.  J.  Exch.  177,  16  Eng.  Rul.  18.  Williams  v.  Thomas,  [1909]  1 
Caw.  ;tl3  and  note.  Ch.  713,  78  L.  J.  Ch.  473,  100  L.  T. 

15.  Grant  v.  Ellis,  9  M.  &  W.  113,  N.  S.  630,  3  British  Bol.  Cas.  929. 
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without  partition,  fience  it  has  been  held  in  England  that  an  action 
for  ascertainment  of  dower  is  not  within  the  statute  of  limitations, 
but  in  the  United  States  the  rule  appears  to  be  esteiblished  to  the 
contrary.*'  In  support  of  this  conclusion  it  has  been  said  that  by 
Magna  Charta  the  heir  had  forty  days  within  which  to  assign  dower, 
and  if  not  assigned  within  that  period  the  tenant  becomes  guilty  of 
deforcement  and  liable  in  an  action  of  dower.  Hence  it  is  asserted 
the  widow's  title  and  her  cause  of  action  then  lu^crue,  the  possession 
of  the  tenant  as  against  her  then  becomes  adverse^  and  the  statute 
be^ns  to  run.^ 

71.  Actions  to  Quiet  Title. — A  cloud  upon  a  title  is  considered  as 
continuing  to  operate  during  the  period  of  its  existence^  and  th^^ 
fore  ^e  right  to  maintain  an  action  to  remove  a  doud  from  a  title 
w  a  continuing  one  to  which  the  statute  of  limitations  is  not  appli- 
cable.' But  a  plaintiff  in  an  action  to  quiet  title  may  properly  plead 
the  bar  of  the  statute  of  limitations  against  affirmative  allegations 
in  the  answer  that  a  former  owner  of  the  property  had  executed  a 
trust  deed  thereon  to  the  defendant  to  secure  a  debt,  and  that  the 
defendant  had  a  right  to  sell  the  property  and  apply  the  proceeds  to  the 
debt,  and  that  the  trust  deed  constituted  a  lien  upon  the  property 
superior  to  the  plaintiff's  title.*  While  ever  during  the  continuance 
of  the  life  estate  a  remainderman  may  bring  an  action  to  quiet  title,* 
there  is  no  rule  of  law  which  requires  the  owner  of  real  estate  to 
bring  an  action  to  quiet  his  title  until  some  one  in  some  manner 
sets  up  or  asserts  some  title  or  claim  against  the  property  the  title  to 
which  is  sought  to  be  quieted,'  and  where  the  adverse  claimant  of 
land  has  no  actual  possession,  the  other  claimant  is  under  no  obliga- 
tion to  bring  suit  to  prevent  the  cloud  maturing  as  title.*  Care  must 
be  used  in  distinguishing  between  a  proceeding  to  quiet  title  wicii 
its  immunity  from  the  operation  of  the  statute  of  limitations  and 
other  actions  of  similar  nature  which  are  subject  to  this  statute 
Parties  cannot,  by  naming  th^  petition  an  action  to  quiet  titie,  have 
a  conveyance  annulled  for  fraud,  when  its  fraudulent  character  has 
been  known  to  them  for  more  than  the  statutory  period.'   And  an 

19.  Williams  t.  Thomas,  [1909]  1  (N.S.)  930  and  note. 

Ch.  713,  78  L.  J.  Ch.  473, 100  L.  T.  N.  3.  Foot  v.  Burr,  41  Colo.  192,  92 

S.  630,  3  British  Rul.  Cas.  929.  Pac.  236, 13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1210. 

20.  Beall  v.  McMenemy,  63  Neb.  70,  4.  Perry  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Pilger, 
88  N.  Wi(134,  93  A.  S.  R.  427;  Conover  78  Neb.  168, 110  N.  W.  704, 126  A.  8. 
V.  Wright,  6  N.  J.  Eq.  613,  47  Am.  R.  592. 

Dec.  213.  5.  Note:  20  Ann.  Cas.  44. 

1.  Conover  v.  Wright,  6  N.  J.  Eq  6.  State  v.  Sponaugle,  45  W.  Va. 
613,  47  Am.  Deo.  213.  415,  32  S.  E.  283,  43  L.K.A.  727. 

2.  Cooper  v.  Rhea,  82  Kan.  109,  107  7.  Murray  v.  Quigley,  119  la.  6,  92 
Pac.  799,  136  A.  S.  R.  100  and  note,  N.  W.  869,  97  A.  S.  H.  276. 

20  Ann.  Cas.  42  and  note,  29  L.R.A. 
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octioa  to  quiet  title  to  real  property  does  not  come  within  the  clause 
of  a  statute  of  limitations  under  which  an  action  for  relief  on  the 
ground  of  fraud  is  barred  after  a  certain  time,  even  though  the  deeds 
which  are  alleged  as  a  cloud  were  given  in  fraud  of  the  rights  of  the 
plainiiff  or  his  grantors,  if  the  gravamen  of  the  action  is  to  quiet  title 
and  not  to  enforce  a  parol  contract  or  for  relief  against  fraud.*  Where 
a  mortgagee  obtains  a  conveyance  of  the  legal  title  and  takes  posses- 
sion of  the  premises,  a  suit  by  him  to  enjoin  a  sale  under  an  attach- 
ment levied  prior  to  the  conveyance  is  in  the  nature  of  a  suit  to  quiet 
title,  rather  than  to  foreclose  a  mortgage,  within  the  meaning  of  the 
statute  of  limitations.*  Although  the  authorities  are  not  uniform,  the 
better  opinion  appears  to  be  that  an  action  to  quiet  title  to  real  prop- 
erty does  not  come  within  a  statute  of  limitations  fixing  the  time 
for  bringing  actions  for  the  recovery  of  real  property.*" 

72.  Actions  for  Nuisances. — The  general  rule  is  that  when  the 
original  act  creating  a  nuisance  to  land  is  permanent  in  its  nature, 
and  is  at  once  productive  of  all  the  damage  which  can  ever  result 
from  it,  the  entire  damages  must  be  recovered  in  one  action  and  the 
right  of  suit  becomes  barred  after  the  completion  of  the  period  pre- 
scribed by  the  statute  of  limite,tions.*'  The  fact  that  the  nuisance 
continues  does  not  make  the  cause  of  action  a  recurring  one.**  Thus 
where  the  pollution  of  a  watercourse,  caused  by  the  discharge  of 
sewage  from  a  sewer  system  which  is  in  its  nature  a  permanent  struc- 
ture, results  in  the  actual  physical  invasion  of  the  property  of  another 
person,  and  in  a  complete  destruction  of  all  the  useful  qualities  of 
the  water  by  substances  discharged  by  the  sewers,  the  nuisance  is  a 
permanent  one  for  which  all  the  damages  are  recoverable  in  a  single 
action  so  that  the  entire  cause  of  action  will  becotne  barred  in  due 
time  by  the  statute  of  limitations,"  and  where  an  embankment  built 
across  bayous  and  streams  completely  stops  the  drainage  of  adjacent 
Ifuids,  the  injury  is  permanent  so  as  to  start  the  statute  of  limitations 
running.**  Similarly  an  action  by  abutting  property  owners  on  a 
public  street  to  recover  for  damages  to  their  property  caused  by  the 
construction  of  an  elevated  railroad  therein  has  been  held  to  be 
wholly  barred  by  Hmitation  in  five  years  after  such  construction  has 
become  permanent  and  complete.**    But  where  a  structure  is  per- 

8.  Note:  20  Ann.  Cas.  45.  Cray,  106  Va.  461,  56  S.  E.  216,  10 

9.  Katz  V.  Obenchain,  48  Ore.  352,  Ann.  Cas.  179  and  note,  10  L.R.A. 


11.  St.  Francis  Levee  Dist.  v.  Bar-  ton,  92  Ark.  406,  123  S.  W.  382,  135 
ton,  92  Ark.  406,  123  S.  W.  382,  135  A.  S.  R.  191,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  645. 


85  Pac.  617,  120  A.  S.  R.  821. 
10.  Note :  20  Ann.  Cas.  45. 


(N.S.)  465. 
14.  St.  Francis  Levee  Dist  v.  Bar- 


A.  S.  R.  191,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  645. 
Note:  126  A.  S.  R.  953. 

12.  Note:  10  Ann.  Cas.  184. 

13.  Virginia  Hot  Springs  Co.  t.  Me- 


15.  De  Geofroy  v.  Merchants'  Bridge 
Terminal  R.  Co.,  179  Mo.  698,  79  S.  W. 
386.  101  A.  S.  B.  524,  64  L.B.A.  959. 
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manent  in  character,  and  its  construction  and  continuance  are  not 
necessarily  injurious,  but  may  or  may  not  be  so,  the  injury  to  be 
compensated  in  a  suit  is  only  the  damage  which  has  happened,  and 
there  may  be  as  many  successive  recoveries  as  there  are  injuries,  and 
the  statute  of  limitations  will  run  separately  as  regards  each  cause 
of  action.**  And  where  a  nuisance  is  not  permanent,  but  depends  on 
accidents  and  contingencies,  so  that  it  is  of  a  transient  cliarai'ter, 
successive  actions  may  be  brought  for  injury  resulting  therefrom 
it  occurs;  and  an  action  for  such  injury  will  not  be  barred  by  the 
statute  of  limitations,  unless  the  full  period  of  the  statute  has  run 
against  the  injury  before  suit.*'  Within  this  class  of  recurrent  in- 
juries falls  the  right  to  damages  for  an  obstruction  of  a  stream  by  an 
insufficient  culvert  or  drain,  whereby  lands  of  another  are  wrongfully 
overflowed,'*  and  the  right  of  a  riparian  proprietor  to  recover  dam- 
ages for  the  pollution  of  a  stream.**  On  the  same  principle  where  a 
trespass  is  followed  by  injury  constituting  a  continuing  nuisance, 
the  damages  for  the  original  trespass  must  all  be  recovered  in  one 
action,  although  successive  aeti«ns  may  be  brought  to  recover  dam- 
ages for  the  continuation  of  the  wrongful  conditions,  and  in  these 
the  damages  are  estimated  only  to  the  date  of  the  bringing  of  each 
suit."  A  continuous  trespass,  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute 
requiring  an  action  therefor  to  be  brought  within  a  certain  time  from 
the  original  trespass,  refers  to  trespasses  caused  by  structiures  perma- 
nent in  their  nature,  and  does  not  refer  to  separate  trespasses  day  l)y 
day  ior  cutting  timber.*  In  reference  to  the  general  subject  of  limita- 
tions in  nuisance  cases,  it  may  be  added  that  there  is  a  rule  that  no 
length  of  time  will  legalize  a  nuisance,  but  this  rule  has  been  held 
not  to  be  applicable  to  a  case  where  the  nuisance  is  a  public  one  con- 
sisting simply  of  an  invasion,  by  adverse  use,  of  the  rights  of  the 
public  in  regard  to  the  enjoyment  of  property  in  the  way  in  which 
a  pnvate  owner  would  ordinarily  enjoy  it,  where  there  was  a  statute 
which  permitted  the  acquisition  by  disseisin  of  a  complete .  title 
against  the  state.* 

16.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Biggs,  20.  Doran  v.  Seattle,  24  Wash.  182, 
52  Ark.  240,  12  S.  W.  331,  20  A.  S.  R.  64  Pac.  230,  85  A.  S.  E.  948  and  note, 
174  and  note,  6  L.R.A.  804.  54  L.R.A.  532. 

17.  Austin,  etc.  R.  Co.  v.  Anderson,  1.  Wells  v.  New  Haven,  etc.,  Co.,  I'd 
79  Tex.  427, 15  S.  W.  484,  23  A.  S.  R.  Mass.  46,  23  N.  E.  724,  21  A.  S.  R,  423 
350.  and  note;  Sample  v.  John  L.  Roper 

18.  Jones  v.  Stover,  131  la.  119,  108  Lumber  Co.  150  N.  C.  101,  63  S.  E. 
N.    W.    112,    6    L.R.A.(N.S.)    154;  731,  134  A.  S.  R.  902. 
Clirisiensen  v.  Omaha  Ice,  etc.  Co.,  92  2.  Attorney -General  v.  Revere  Cop- 
Neb.  245,  138  N.  W.  141,  41  L.R.A.  per  Co.,  152  Mass.  444,  25  N.  E.  605, 
(N'.S.)  1221.  9L.E.A.  510. 

19.  Tutwiler  Coal,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Nich- 
ols, 146  Ala.  264,  39  So.  762,  119  A.  S. 
R.  34. 
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73.  Probate  Saleb.— The  weight  of  authority  is  that  a  statute  pro- 
viding that  no  action  to  recover  any  real  estate  sold  by  an  executor, 
administrator  or  guardian  shall  be  maintained  against  the  purchaser 
or  those  claiming  under  him  imless  brought  within  a  stated  time 
applies  to  sales  which  are  absolutely  void  as  well  as  to  those  which 
are  merely  irregular*  Such  statutes  have  been  applied  to  sales  which 
are  void  for  want  of  notice  to  the  heirs  of  the  proceedings  on  which 
the  deed  is  based/  or  because  minors'  interests  were  not  protected  as 
required  by  statute.'  On  the  other  hand  in  a  few  jurisdictions  it  is 
held  that  the  statute  of  limitations  is  intended  to  cure  irregularities 
in  sales  but  not  to  render  valid  and  unimpeachable  a  sale  which  is  an 
absolute  nullity.*  In  all  cases,  in  order  that  the  statute  may  run, 
there  mmt  be  something  to  give  colorable  grounds  on  which  the 
limitation  can  be  enforced,  such  as  the  license  of  a  probate  court, 
and  a  confirmation  by  that  authority,  followed  by  a  conveyance 
executed  by  the  executor,  administrator  or  guardian  as  the  case  may 
be.'  Whatever  is  placed  of  record  must  be  capable  of  description  aa 
an  administrator's  deed  or  the  statute  will  not  be  set  in  motion,  and 
it  must  be  tested  by  what  appears  upon  its  face.* 

74.  Execution  Sales. — ^It  is  generally  held  that  execution  sales 
which  are  void  for  any  reason  are  made  valid  and  binding  by  the 
running  of  the  statute  of  limitations.'  Thus  the  statute  has  been 
applied  to  an  execution  sale  void  because  no  jurisdiction  was  obtained 
over  nonresident  defendants.'*  Yet  it  has  been  held  that  where  the 
execution  sale  is  void  for  want  of  jurisdiction  in  the  court,  the  sale 
does  not  start  the  running  of  limitations,**  and  that  the  statute 
contemplates  only  such  execution  sales  as  have  become  necessary  and 
does  not  contemplate  collusive  and  fraudulent  execution.**  In  this 
connection  it  may  be  noted  that  a  right  of  action  against  a  purchaser 
at  a  judicial  sale  which  accrues  to  the  party  claiming  it  more  than  five 
years  after  the  date  of  the  sale  is  not  barred  by  a  five  years*  limitation 
of  a  statute  requiring  all  persons  to  bring  suits  against  purchasers 
at  judicial  sales  within  five  years  after  the  date  of  the  sale,  or  be 
thereafter  barred.  A  provision  of  this  character  f^plies  to  the  enforce- 

5.  Harlan  v.  Pedt:,  33  Cal.  515,  01     7.  Brown  v.  Finkerton,  95  Mum. 
Am.  Dec.  653;  Barton  v.  Eammerley,  153, 103  N.  W.  897,  111  A.  S.  B.  448. 
165  Ind.  609, 76  N.  E.  250, 112  A.  S.  B.     S.  O'Keefe  v.  Behxens,  73  Kan.  469, 
252.  85  Pae.  555,  9  Ann.  Cas.  867,  8  UB^A. 

Note:  9  Ann.  Caa.  872.  (N.S.)  354  and  note. 

And  see  Exboutors  and  Aohinis-     9.  O'Keefe  v.  Behrena,  73  Kan.  469, 

nuLTORS,  vol.  11,  pp.  370-372.  85  Pac  555,  9  Ann.  Caa.  867, 8  L.BjL 

4.  O'Keefe  v.  Behrena,  73  Kan.  460,  (N.S.)  354  and  note. 
85  Pac  555, 9  Ann.  Cas.  867,  8  LJB.A.     10.  Note:  8  L.B.A.(N.S.)  356. 
(N.S.)  354  and  note.  11.  Note:  9  Ann.  Cas.  874. 

6.  Note:  8  L.B.A.(N.S.)  354.  IS.  MeKelvey  v.  McKelvey,  75  Kan. 


6.  Note:  0  Ann.  Cas.  872. 


325,  89  Pac.  663, 121  A.  8.  B.  435. 
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ment  of  only  such  rights  to  recover  the  land  aold  as  can  be  enforced 
in  an  action  brought  within  that  time.*' 

Action9  aa  to  Mortgage 

75.  In  General. — An  action  to  foreclose  a  mor^ge  on  nal  property 
is  not  a  proceeding  in  rem,  but  is  an  action  in  po^onam,  and  comes 
within  the  operation  of  provisions  of  the  statutes  of  limitation  govern- 
ing proceedings  in  pwsonam.'*  Ordinarily  a  mortgagor  cannot  l^ng 
an  action  of  ejectment  against  his  mortgagee  solely  on  the  basis  of 
the  statute  of  Umit^ons,  since  the  effect  of  the  statute  is  to  bar  a 
remedy  and  not  to  confer  a  cause  of  action.**  On  the  same  theory 
a  statute  limiting  the  time  for  the  recovery  of  arrears  of  interest  of 
money  charged  on  land  or  rent  has  been  construed  as  applicable  only 
to  the  direct  remedies  for  recovering  the  arrears;  and  it  has  been 
held  that  where  a  mortgagee  has  sold  under  his  power  of  sale,  he  may 
retain  ^e  interest  due  although  it  is  for  a  period  of  much  longer 
duration.^*  Yet  a  iportgagor,  by  acquiring  an  outstanding  title, 
and  occupying  the  premises  under  it  for  the  period,  and  on  the  con- 
ditions imposed  by  the  statute  of  limitations,  may  invoke  its  aid  to 
prevent  a  foreclosure."  Similarly,  if  the  mortgagee,  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  mortgagor,  denies  that  there  is  any  mortgage,  and  asserts 
title  in  himself  and  otherwise  manifests  an  adverse  holding,  the 
mortgagor  and  those  claiming  under  him  may  be  required  to  proceed 
within  the  statutory  period  or  lose  all  remedy,  whether  the  debt  or 
obligation  secured  by  the  mortgage  has  or  has  not  been  paid.*'  Ordi- 
narily the  right  to  foreclose  and  the  right  to  redeem  are  reciprocal, 
and  an  action  to  redeem  may  be  brought  at  any  time  before  the 
statutory  bar  is  complete.^* 

76.  Effect  of  Statutes. — The  limitations  applicable  to  mortgages 
are  largely  regulated  by  statute  in  the  different  jurisdictions.  The 
detailed  provisions  are  necessarily  divergent  in  character  and  in  the 
same  state  one  limitation  period  may  apply  to  mortgages  containing 
covenants  to  pay  principal  sums  and  another  period  to  mortgages  of 

13.  Kessinger  t.  Wilson,  53  Ark.  326, 13  L.  T.  N.  S.  739,  14  W.  R.  257. 
400, 14  8.  W.  96,  22  A.  S.  R.  220.  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  291  and  note. 

14.  Colonial,  etc.,  Mort.  Co.  v.  17.  Harris  v.  MUls,  28  III.  44,  61 
Northwest  Thresher  Co.,  14  N.  D.  147,  Am.  Dec  259. 

103  N.  W.  915,  U6  A.  S.  R.  642,  8  18.  Peshine  v.  Ord,  119  Cal.  311,  51 

Ann.  Cas.  1160  and  note,  70  L.R.A.  Pac.  536,  63  A.  8.  R.  131. 

814;  Paine  v.  Dodds,  14  N.  D.  189,  19.  MahafEy      Paris,  144  la.  220, 

103  N.  W.  931, 116  A.  S.  R.  674.  122  N.  W.  934,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  840; 

15.  Spect  T.  Speet,  88  Cal.  437,  26  Dickson  v.  Stewart,  71  Neb.  424,  98 
Pac.  203,  22  A.  S.  R.  314.  N.  W.  1085, 115  A.  S  R.  596. 

Note:  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  268. '  Notes:  104  A.  S.  B.  764;  Ann.  Caa, 

16.  Edmunds  v.  Waugh,  L.  R.  1  Eq.  1914B  356. 
418,  35  L.  J.  Ch.  234,  12  Jur.  N.  S. 
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mere  indemnity.***  A  provision' of  a  statute  specifying  the  time 
within  which  an  action  may  be  commenced  for  the  foreclosure  of  a 
mortgage  or  deed  of  trust  for  creditors  with  a  power  of  sale  does  not 
nece^arily  fix  or  limit  the  time  within  which  a  mortgagee  may 
exercise  a  power  of  sale  embodied  in  such  mortgage.*  The  same 
statute  which  fixes  the  period  for  the  enforcement  of  a  mortgage  may 
apply  to  the  remedy  on  the  personal  covenant  as  well  as  to  the  remedy 
against  the  land.'  The  effect  of  a  statute  may  be  that  as  to  strangers 
to  the  transaction^  when  the  debt  secured  by  a  mortgage  is  apparently 
barred  by  limitation,  and  no  payment  which  would  stay  the  limitation 
is  indorsed  on  the  margin  of  the  record  of  the  mortgage,  it  becomes 
an  unrecorded  mortgage,  and  constitutes  no  lien  on  the  mortgaged 
property  as  against  such  strangera,  notwithstanding  they  have  actual 
knowledge  of  the  execution  of  such  mortgage.'  Under  the  statute 
21  James  I,  the  right  of  entry  into  lands  after  an  adverse  possession 
of  twenty  years  is  barred,  and  by  analogy  a  court  of  equity  will  not 
permit  the  mortgagor  to  redeem,  after  he  has  su£fered  the  mortgagee 
to  remain  in  the  undisturbed  possesion  of  the  mortgage  premises 
for  twenty  years.*  Since  a  mortgage  is  a  specialty,  an  action  for  its 
foreclosure  and  sale  of  the  premises  comes  within  the  provisions  of 
the  statute  of  limitations  s^plicable  to  specialties.' 

Aetions  and  Writs  Based  on  Judgments 

77.  Actions  on  Judgments. — ^Although  a  judgment  for  money 
imposes  a  civil  liability,  and  is  more  conclusive  evidence  of  indebted- 
ness th^  a  contract  by  specialty,'  statutes  imposing  limitations  on 
actions  on  contracts  do  not,  as  a  rule,  apply  to  actions  on  judgments.' 
Hence  a  suit  on  a  judgment  does  not  fall  within  the  scope  of  a 
limitation  law  containing  provisions  taking  a  contract  out  of  the 
statute's  operation  when  a  new  promise  or  an  acknowledgment  of 
the  debt  is  made  in  writing  by  the  party  to  be  charged.'  Although 
in  a  statute  of  limitations  tiie  words  "other  evidence  of  indebtedness 
in  writing"  may  include  judgments,  the  scope  of  these  words  may 
be  narrowed  by  their  juxtaposition  with  an  enumeration  of  particular 

20.  Crawford  t.  Haxelrig;,  117  Ind.  5.  Kerr  v.  Lydeeker,  61  Obio  St  240, 
63, 18  N.  E.  603,  2  L.R.A.  139.  37  N.  E.  267,  23  L.R.A.  642. 

1.  Menzel  v.  Hinton,  132  N.  C.  660,  6.  Dudley  v.  lindsey,  0  B.  Mon. 
44  S.  E.  385,  95  A.  S.  B.  647.  (Ky.)  486,  60  Am.  Dec.  522. 

2.  Sutton  T.  Sutton,  22  Ch.  D.  511,  7.  Dudley  v.  Lindsey,  9  B.  Mon. 
52  L.  J.  Ch.  333,  48  L.  T.  N.  S.  95,  31  (Ky.)  486,  50  Am.  Dec  522;  Haynes 
W.  R.  369,  16  Eng.  RoL  Cfts.  298  and  v.  Blanchaxd,  194  Mass.  244,  80  N.  £. 
note.  504, 120  A.  S.  B.  551;  Berkson  t.  Cox, 

3.  Moi^an  v.  Kendrick,  91  Ark.  394,  73  Miss.  339,  18  So.  934,  55  A.  S.  R. 
121  S.  W.  278,  134  A.  S.  B.  78.  539.  - 

4.  Perkins  v.  Cartwell,  4  Har.  (Del.)  8.  Berkson  v.  Cox,  73  Miss.  339,  18 
270,  42  Am.  Dec.  753.  So.  934,  55  A.  S.  R.  539. 
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things  of  inferior  character,  so  that  such  words  may  be  construed  as 
not  including  judgments.'  It  should  be  noted  that  the  two  remedies 
of  an  action  on  a  oontract  and  a  scire  facias  or  writ  o{  execution  are 
considered  separate  and  cumulativef^**  and  the  right  to  sue  on  a 
judgment  may  be  available  after  the  right  to  issue  execution  on  a 
judgment  had  been  lost  by  reason  of  a  failure  to  cause  the  writ  to 
issue  within  a  year  and  a  day.''  The  converse  is  also  true  and  where 
the  statutes  so  permit  there  ia  no  reason  why  a  writ  of  execution 
should  not  issue  on  a  judgment  after  the  right  to  bring  suit  thereon 
has  been  barred  by  tbe  limitation  laws.**  Under  the  statutory  pro- 
visions enacted  in  a  state  a  dormant  judgment  may  be  given  the 
effect  of  a  dead  judgment,  and  it  may  be  provided  that  where  a  judg- 
ment has  been  permitted  to  become  dormant  by  the  ne^eot  of  the 
creditor  to  issue  execution  thereon  for  five  years,  and  in  that  time 
has  not  been  revived  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  statute,  and  no 
suit  upon  the  judgment  has  been  brought  within  one  year  after  the 
expiration  of  the  five  years,  no  suit  can  thereafter  be  maintained 
upon  it." 

78.  Limitation  as  to  Writs  of  Execution. — At  common  law  the  lim- 
itation period  within  which  a  writ  of  execution  was  issuable  on  a 
judgment  was  a  yeu  and  a  day.  Except  as  modified  by  statute,  the 
rule  of  the  conmion  law  generally  still  prevails.'*  Statutes  in  most 
jurisdictions  have  extended  the  period  of  time  within  which  judg- 
ments may  be  enforced  against  the  pn^erty  of  the  debtor.'*  Various 
periods  have  been  established  by  statute,  such  as  five,'*  seven,"  and 
ten  years  from  the  date  of  the  judgment.'*  A  statute  limiting  the 
Sime  within  which  an  execution  may  issue  applies,  it  seems,  as  well 
10  a  decree  foreclosing  the  lien  of  a  street  assessment  and  an  order 
of  sale  thereunder  as  to  a  personal  judgment  for  the  recovery  of 
money  and  an  execution  thereon."  Where  execution  on  a  judgment 
is  a  matter  of  right  without  any  farther  proceeding  before  the  court, 

9.  Ambler  v.  Whipple,  130  HI.  811,  16.  Baldwin  t.  Williams,  74  Ark. 
28  N.  E.  941,  32  A.  S.  R.  202.  316,  86  S.  W.  423,  109  A.  S.  R.  81, 

10.  Snell  V.  Rue,  72  Neb.  571, 101  N.  4  Ann.  Cob.  1097;  Dorland  v.  Hanson, 
W.  10,  117  A.  S.  R.  813.  81  Cal.  202,  22  Pac  552, 15  A.  S.  R.  44. 

11.  Thomas  v.  Higgs,  68  W.  Va.  152,  See  also  Executions,  vol.  10,  p,  1227 
69  S.  E.  654,  Ann.  Caa.  1912A  1039.  et  seq. 

Note:  133  A.  S.  R.  61.  16.  Dorland  v.  Hanson,  81  Cal.  202, 

12.  Brown  v.  Bell,  46  Colo.  163, 103  22  Pac.  552, 15  A.  S.  R.  44. 

Pac.  380,  13  A.  S.  R.  54  and  note,  23  17.  Griffin  t.  McKenzie,  7  Oa.  163, 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  1096.  50  Am.  Dec  389. 

IS.  Berkley  v.  Tootle,  183  Mo.  584,  18.  Baldwin  v.  WUliams,  74  Ark. 

63  S.  W.  681,  85  A.  S.  R.  587,  discuss-  316,  86  S.  W,  423,  109  A  S.  R.  81,  4 

ing  the  law  of  Kansas.  Ann.  Cas.  1097. 

14.  Thomas  v.  Higgs,  68  W.  Va.  152,  19.  Dorland  v.  Hanson,  81  Cal.  202, 

W  S.  E.  654,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  1039.  22  Pac  55^  U  A.  a  R.  41 

Note:  133  A.  S.  R.  61. 
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the  expiration  of  the  limitation  period  for  the  enforcement  of  the 
judgment  by  action  will  not  bar  the  right  to  iasue  an  execution 
thereon.*"  • 

79.  Presumption  of  Extinguishment  of  Judgments. — Forbearance 
for  twenty  years,  unexplained^  unaccounted  for,  and  unrebutted,  will, 
independent  of  written  law,  generally  extinguish  a  right  of  action 
on  a  judgment  as  well  as  on  all  other  pecuniary  demands.^  But 
where  a  statute  provides  that  a  judgment  or  decree  shall  be  presumed 
to  be  satisfied  and  paid  twenty  years  after  its  rendition,  it  is  treated 
as  creating  a  presumption,  and  not  a  limitation,  and  accordingly  it 
has  been  held  that  a  judgment  may  be  recovered  on  a  judgment 
rendered  more  than  twenty  years  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the 

*  action  upon  it,  if  the  evidence  rebuts  the  presumption  of  its  pay- 
ment.* It  seems  to  be  established,  however,  that  where  a  Judgment 
is  void  because  the  court  had  no  jurisdiction,  either  of  the  person 
or  of  the  subject  matter  of  the  suit,  such  judgment  cannot  be  made 
good  by  lapse  of  time  or  by  any  statute  of  limitation* 

80.  Actions  on  Foreign  Judgments. — A  judgment  valid  and  con- 
clusive in  the  courts  of  the  state  where  rendered  will  generally  be 
enforced  in  the  other  states  on  the  same  footing  as  domestic  judg- 
ments within  such  period  of  limitation  as  may  be  prescribed  in  reepect 
to  such  judgment  by  the  law  of  the  state  where  it  is  sought  to  be 
enforced.*  Under  the  laws  of  a  state  it  may  be  provided  that  an 
action  on  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  record  of  another  state  will  not 
be  barred  until  after  the  lapse  of  twenty  years  from  its  date.'  Yet 
it  sometimes  occurs  that  the  laws  of  a  state  do  not  prescribe  a  period 
within  which  an  action  must  be  commenced  on  a  judgment  of  another 
state,*  or  on  a  judgment  obtained  in  a  federal  court.'  Where  a  statute 
provides  that  an  action  on  a  foreign  judgment  must  be  brought 
within  a  designated  time,  or  it  will  be  barred,  the  law  appears  to  be 
that  the  judgment  of  a  sister  state  constitutes  a  foreign  judgment 
within  the  meaning  of  such  a  statute  of  limitations.*  Instead  of  the 
common  law  period  of  twenty  years  being  allowed  to  sue  on  a  judg- 
ment rendered  in  another  state,  a  shorter  period  is  sometimes  pre- 
scribed by  statute.*  In  th^  connection  it  may  be  noted  that  a  stututc 

20.  Brown  v.  Bell,  46  Colo.  163,  103  28  N.  E.  841,  32  A.  S.  R.  202.  See 

Pac.  380, 133  A.  S.  R.  54  and  note,  23  Judgments,  vol.  15,  pp.  942-943. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  1096  and  note.  5.  Berkley  v.  Tootle,  163  Mo.  581, 

1.  Qulick  V.  Loder,  13  N.  J.  L.  68,  23  63  S.  W.  681,  85  A.  S.  R.  587. 

Am.  Dec.  711  and  note.     See  also  6.  Gulick  v.  Loder,  13  N.  J.  Lb  68, 

Judgments,  vol.  15,  p.  879.  23  Am.  Dec.  711. 

2.  Haynes  v.  Blanchard,  194  Mass.  7.  Dudley  v.  Lindsey,  9  B.  Hon. 
244,  80  N.  E.  504, 120  A.  S.  R.  551.  (Ky.)  486,  50  Am.  Dec.  522. 

3.  Taylor  v.  Miles,  6  Kan.  493,  7  8.  Ilepler  v.  Davis,  32  Neb.  566,  49 
Am.  Rep.  558.  N.  W.  458,  29  A.  S.  R.  467. 

4.  Ambler  v.  Whipple,  139  111.  311.  9.  Murray  v.  (Hbson,  16  How.  421. 
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prescribing  a  limitation  period  for  actions  on  a  judgment  or  decree 
of  any  court  of  the  United  States  or  of  any  state  or  territory  within 
the  United  States  has  been  construed  as  applying  to  domestic  as  well 
aa  other  judgments.*** 

Actions  on  Contractt 

81.  Contracts  In  Writibg  Generally. — Not  infrequently  the  statutes 
of  a  state  contain  different  provisions  for  limitations  of  actions  brought 
on  contracts  in  writing  and  on  those  not  in  writing."  In  such  juris- 
dictions it  is  important  to  determine  what  causes  of  action  fall  within 
these  two  classes  of  cases.  The  distinctions  recognised  by  the  courts 
are  best  understood  by  reference  to  one  or  two  illustrations.  Where 
an  officer  selling  property  at  an  execution  sale  takes  a  check  for  the 
excess  of  the  bid  over  the  judgment,  the  right  of  the  judgment  debtor 
as  an  equitable  assignee  to  enforce  payment  of  the  check  is  govorned 
by  the  statute  applicable  to  the  limitation  of  actions  on  written  instru- 
menta,  and  not  by  that  applicable  to  actions  not  founded  on  instru- 
ments in  writing;'*  and  it  has  been  held  that  where  a  declaration 
of  dividends  by  a  corporation  is  a  part  of  the  records  of  the  company, 
signed  by  the  proper  officer,  it  is  an  obligation  in  writing  for  the 
payment  of  money  and  an  action  thereon  is  governed  by  the  law 
pertaining  to  such  written  obligations."  An  advertisement  offering  a 
reward  for  certain  information  becomes  a  written  contract  when  the 
information  is  furnished  and  the  limitation  applicable  to  written 
contracts  governs.**  An  ^tion  at  law  by  a  surety  for  subrogation 
or  contribution  is  governed  by  the  statute  of  limitations  applicable 
to  legal  actions,  and  is  not  brou^t  within  the  statute  applicable  to 
equitable  actions  by  the  fact  that  an  equitable  action  may  be  main- 
tained for  contribution  in  a  proper  case.*' 

82.  Contracts  Not  in  Writing. — Numerous  illustrations  may  be 
given  of  transactions  and  situations  which  have  come  before  the  courts 
and  have  been  adjudged  as  giving  rise  to  a  cause  of  action  not  in 
writing.  Among  tiiese  may  be  mentioned  the  following:  An  action 

14  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  765  (three  yeara) ;     12.  Meherin  v.  Saunders,  131  C*l. 

Hepler  v.  Davis,  32  Neb.  556,  49  N.  W.  681,  63  Pae.  1084,  54  UR.A.  272. 
458,  29  A.  S.  R.  457,  13  L.R.A.  565     IS.  Winchester,  etc,  Co.  y.  Wiekliffe, 

(five  years) ;  Reid  v.  Boyd,  13  Tex.  100  Ky.  531,  38  S.  W.  866,  66  A.  S.  R. 

241,  65  Am.  Dec,  61  (ten  years).  356,    As  to  the'rigbt  of  action  to  re- 

10.  Citizens'  Nat  Bank  v.  Lucas,  26  cover  dividends  see  Corfobatiohs,  vol. 
Wash.  417,  67  Pac.  252,  90  A.  S.  R.  7,  pp.  294-295. 

748,  56  L.R.A.  812.  14.  Ryer  v.  StockweU,  14  Cal.  134, 

11.  Dore  T.  Thomburgb,  90  Cal  64,  73  Am.  Dec.  634  and  note. 

27  Pac.  30,  25  A.  S.  R.  100;  Atlanta,  16.  Zuellig  v.  Hemerlie,  60  Ohio  St. 
etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  McKianey,  124  Ga.  929,  27,  53  N.  E.  447,  71  A.  S.  R,  707  and 
53  8.  E.  701,  UO  A.  8.  E.  215.  6  UR,A.  note;  Bushnell  v.  BuahneU,  77  Wifc 
(N.S.)  436.  435,  46  N.  W.  442,  9  LJt.A.  411. 
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brought  by  a  receiver  of  a  national  bank  under  the  federal  laws  to 
enforce  the  individual  liability  of  a  shareholder  has  been  held  not 
to  be  an  action  on  a  contract  or  promise  in  writing,  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  statute  of  limitations,  but  is  governed  by  the  provisions 
requiring  actions  on  a  contract  not  in  writing,  express  or  implied,  or 
on  a  liability  created  by  statute,  to  be  begun  within  four  years." 
The  cause  of  action  for  contribution  between  joint  obligors  on  a 
written  contract  is  not  founded  on  the  written  contract  so  as  to  be 
within  die  limitation  applicable  to  such  contracts,  but  is  within  the 
provision  governing  contacts  not  in  writing.^^  And  an  action  against 
the  sureties  on  the  bond  of  a  county  treasurer  for  his  default  in  not 
paying  over  moneys  received  by  him  is  not  within  that  provision  of 
a  statute  of  limitations  providing  for  actions  on  contracts  in  writing 
or  arising  out  of  written  agreements,  but  is  within  the  provision  relat- 
ing to  contracts  or  liabilities  not  in  writing  and  not  arising  out  of 
a  written  instrument  where  the  duties  of  the  treasurer  were  fixed 
oy  law  and  not  by  his  bond,  and  the  liability  sought  to  be  enforced 
resulted  from  a  breach  of  the  duty  imposed  by  statute  and  not  by  the 
bond.*®  A  letter  assuming  the  existence  of  a  previous  contract  and 
narrating  what  has  been  done  under  it,  but  not  professing  to  be  a 
statement  of  the  whole  contract  in  writing  as  previously  made,  nor 
professing  to  be  itself  the  contemporaneous  expression  of  a  contract 
then  being  made,  is  not  such  evidence  of  an  indebtedness  in  writing 
as  is  required  to  relieve  the  contract  from  the  operation  of  the  statute 
of  limitations  relating  to  written  instruments  but  leaves  it  to  be 
governed  by  such  statute  relating  to  parol  contracts.**  Similarly  it 
has  been  held  that  a  suit  for  the  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage  and  sale 
of  t^e  mortgaged  property  is  not  an  action  of  debt  grounded  on  a 
contract  in  writing.**  And  it  has  been  ruled  that  an  action  against 
a  searcher  of  records  to  recover  damages  for  negligence  in  giving  an 
incorrect  certificate  is  not*  within  a  statute  of  limitations  referring 
to  contracts,  obligations,  or  liabilities  arising  from  instruments  of 
writing  executed  by  the  parties  who  are  sought  to  be  charged.* 

83.  Sealed  Instnunents. — Owing  to  the  ancient  reverence  for  seals 
as  importing  solemnity  of  act,  many  of  the  statutes  of  limitation 
allow  a  longer  time  for  suing  on  sealed  instruments  than  simple  con- 
tracts in  writing.*  Sometimes  a  seal  may  be  treated  as  surplusage  when 

16.  McDonald  t.  Thompson,  184  U.  31  N.  E.  681,  34  A.  8.  R.  79  and  note. 
S.  71,  22  S.  Ct  297,  46  U  S.  (L.  ed.)  20.  EweU  v.  Daggs,  108  U.  S.  143, 
437.  2  S.  Ct.  408,  27  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  682. 

17.  Faires  v.  Cockerell,  88  Tex.  428,  1.  Lattin  v.  Gillette,  95  Cal.  317,  30 
31  S.  W.  190,  639,  28  L.R.A.  528.  Pac.  545,  29  A.  S.  R.  115. 

18.  Spokane  County  v.  Pieseott,  19  2.  Atlanta,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  McEianey, 
Wash.  418,  53  Pac.  661,  67  A.  S.  R.  124  Ga.  929,  53  S.  E.  701, 110  A.  S.  E. 
733.  215,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  436. 

19.  Wood  V.  WUliams,  142  111.  269. 
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suit  is  brought  ou  an  instrument  bearing  a  seal  which  did  not  require 
it  or  which  has  no  effect.  But  generally  it  seems  that  if  the  effect  of 
regarding  a  note  as  a  contract  under  seal  is  to  extend  the  period  of 
limitation,  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  seal  is  of  no  consequence  and 
may  therefore  be  disregarded.'  While  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion 
as  to  whether  a  seal  aifixed  to  a  promissory  note  may  for  some  pur- 
poses be  treated  as  surplusage,  it  has  never  been  doubted  that  an 
action  on  a  sealed  note  against  the  maker  thereof  is  governed  by  the 
statute  of  limitations  relating  to  actions  on  sealed  instruments,  though 
it  is  held  that  the  contract  of  an  indorser  is  so  far  separate  from  that 
of  the  maker  that  though  the  note  is  under  seal  an  action  against  the 
indorser  must  be  brought  within  the  time  limited  for  actions  on 
simple  contracts  *  In  this  connection  it  may  be  stated  that  a  warrant 
of  attorney  under  seal,  given  with  a  promissory  note,  does  not  make 
the  period  of  limitation  to  an  action  on  the  note  the  same  as  that  on 
sealed  instruments  '  The  word  "bond"  at  common  law  imports  a 
sealed  instrument,'  and  the  rule  at  the  common  law  is  t^at  bonds,  after 
a  lapse  of  twenty  years,  are  presumed  to  have  been  paid.' 

84.  Covenants  in  Deeds. — ^Although  certain  covenants  in  deeds  are 
usually  regarded  as  broken,  if  not  true,  as  soon  as  made,  so  that  the 
statute  of  limitations  runs  immediately  against  an  action  for  the 
breach,  as  for  example  a  covenant  of  seisin  or  against  incumbrances,' 
other  covenants  are  continuing  in  their  charactw  such  as  a  covenant 
to  keep  a  retaining  wall  in  repair  at  all  times,  and  to  renew  it  when 
necessary.  A  continuing  contract  of  this  character  is  not  affected  by 
the  statute  of  limitations  until  after  the  covenantor  refuses  to  repair 
or  renew  as  the  case  may  be  •  And  it  has  been  held  that  where  an 
administrator  executes  a  deed  and  personally  and  individually  binds 
himself  in  a  clause  of  warranty,  as  far  as  the  assets  of  his  testator 
extended,  the  covenant  is  not  subject  to  the  statute  of  limitations.^' 

85.  Actions  on  Notes  Generally. — The  statute  of  limitations  is  a 
good  defense  to  an  action  on  a  promissory  note  instituted  more  than 
the  established  limitation  period  after  its  maturity  as  shown  by  the 
date  named  in  the  body  of  the  note,  but  less  than  such  period  after 
maturity  as  shown  by  the  date  named  in  the  margin  of  the  note.*' 
Promissory  notes  wl^ch  are  not  negotiable  may  by  the  statute  of 

8.  Clarke  v.  Pieree,  215  Kasa.  662,     Note:  L.R.A1916B  740. 
102  N.  E.  1094,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  421     8.  Killilea  v.  Douglas,  133  Wis.  140, 


4.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  422.         note,  117  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1189. 
6.  Walrod  t.  Manson,  23  Wis.  393,     9.  Flege  v.  Covington,  etc.,  Elevated 
»  Am.  Deo.  187.  R.,  etc.,  Co.,  122  Ey.  348, 91  S.  W.  738, 

6.  EoshkonoDg  v.  Barton,  104  U.  S.  121  A.  S.  R.  463. 


and  note. 


113  N.  W.  411,  126  A.  S.  R.  938  and 
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limitation  be  put  on  the  footing  of  specialties  in  regard  to  the  period 
of  limitation.^'  But  the  period  of  limitation  on  a  negotiable  note 
is  not  considered  as  extended  by  giving  with  the  note  a  warrant  of 
attorney  under  seal,  and  such  warrant  confers  no  authority  to  enter 
judgment  on  the  note  after  it  is  barred.*'  In  some  states  the  statutes 
of  limitation  prescribe  a  longer  period  for  a  note  attested  by  one  or 
more  witnesses  than  for  notes  not  so  attested.'*  Under  such  a  statute 
it  has  been  held  that  a  note  made  to  a  town  and  attested  by  a  resident 
of  the  town  will  be  regarded  as  an  attested  note,  unless  it  clearly 
appears  that  the  witness  was  a  rated  inhabitant,  or  was  otherwise  dis- 
qualified by  reason  of  interest.*^  An  accommodation  indorser  of  a 
note,  paying  it,  cannot  recover  of  the  maker  on  money  counts,  but 
must  sue  on  the  note ;  and  if  the  note  be  barred  by  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions, he  cannot  recover,  although  he  may  have  paid  the  amount  to  the 
holder  before  the  bar  of  the  rtatute  had  interposed.**  It  may  be 
added  that  a  banker's  certificate  of  deposit  in  the  ordinary  form 
may  be  treated  as  a  negotiable  note,  so  that  the  statute  of  limitations 
will  attach  to  it  from  its  date,  without  demand.*' 

86.  Notes  Due  on  Demand. — ^The  general  rule  is  that  a  note  pay 
able  on  demand  is  due  immediately,  without  an  actual  demand,  so 
that  the  statute  of  limitations  commences  to  run  against  it  at  once,** 
and  this  is  true  whether  it  is  negotiable  or  not.**  It  is  the  duty  of 
the  holder  of  such  a  note  to  demand  payment  within  a  reasonable 
time,  and  before  the  right  of  action  thereon  is  barred  by  limitation." 
The  period  of  time  which  is  considered  reasonable  for  making  the 
demand  is  ordinarily  tiie  period  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  but 
where  the  parties  contemplated  a  delay  in  making  the  demand  to 
some  indefinite  time  in  the  future.-  the  statutory  period  for  bringing 

N.  W.  616,  8  A.  S.  R.  162;  Iowa  Loan,  18.  OTTeU  v.  Ma^er,  81  Cal.  631,  22 
etc.,  Co.  V.  Schnose,  19  S.  D.  218, 103  Pac.  876, 16  A.  S.  R.  §8  ;  Reizenstein  v. 
N.  W.  22,  9  Ann.  Cas.  255.  Marquardt,  75  la.  294,  39  N.  W.  506, 

12.  Currier  v.  Lockwood,  40  Conn.  9  A.  S.  R.  477,  1  L.R.A.  318;  Wurth 
349,  16  Am.  Rep.  40.  v.  Paducah,  116  Ky.  403,  76  S.  W.  143, 

IS.  Walrod  v.  Manson,  23  Wis.  393,  105  A.  S.  R.  225;  Shutts  v.  Fingar, 
99  Am.  Dec.  -187.  100  N.  Y.  539,  3  N.  E.  588,  53  Am. 

14.  Shaw  V.  Smith,  150  Mass.  186,  22  Rep.  231. 

N.  E.  887,  6  L.R.A.  348 j  Arlington  v.  Note:  136  A.  S.  R.  488. 

Hinds,  1  D.  Chip.  (Vt.)  431,  12  Am.  As  to  the  rule  that  a  demand  note  is 

Dec.  704.                                     .  payable   forthwith,   see   Bills  and 

15.  Arlington  v.  Hinds,  1  D.  Chip.  Notes,  vol.  3,  p.  1220. 
(Vt.)  431,  12  Am.  Dec  704.  19.  Note:  136  A.  S.  R.  470. 

16.  Williams  v.  Duret,  25  Tex.  667,  20.  Fallon  v.  Fallon,  110  Minn.  213, 
78  Am.  Dec.  548.  124  N.  W.  994,  136  A.  S.  R.  464  and 

17.  Curran  v.  Witter,  68  Wis.  16,31  note,  32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  486;  Oleson  v. 
N.  W.  705.  60  Am.  Rep.  827.  As  to  the  Wilson,  20  Mont.  544,  52  Pac.  372,  63 
n^otiable  charaeter  of  certificates  of  A.  S.  R.  639.  As  to  presentation  and 
deposit,  see  Banks,  vol.  3,  p.  574;  demand  of  payment,  ne  Bn<L8  and 
Bills  and  Notes,  vol.  3,  p.  846.  Notes,  vol.  3,  p.  1047. 
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the  action  is  not  controlling  as  to  the  question  of  reasonable  time.^ 
Although  a  demand  is  necessary  to  perfect  a  cause  of  action,  a  party 
interested  cannot  prevent  or  postpone  the  running  of  the  statute  of 
limitations  by  his  failure  to  make  a  demand.'  Yet  in  the  absence  of 
modifying  circumstances,  a  failure  to  make  a  demand  within  the 
period  prescribed  by  the  statute  of  limitations  normally  results  in 
the  right  of  action  becoming  barred.*  A  general  nile  is  that  the 
right  to  recover  money  loaned  at  interest  without  any  agreement  as 
to  the  time  of  its  return,  or  written  evidence  of  the  transaction,  is 
barred  if  demand  is  not  made  within  the  statutory  period  for  simple 
contract  debts.*  The  statute  of  limitations  does  not  run  on  ordinary 
bank  notes  till  after  demand  of  payment  th«w>n,  since  bank  notes 
differ  from  all  other  negotiable  security  for  money,  in  that  they  are 
treated  as  money  in  the  usual  course  and  transaction  of  business  and 
are  in  circulation  indefinitely.* 

87.  Checks. — As  regards  the  statute  of  limitations  a  check  on  a 
bank  payable  on  demand  is  a  "simple  contract  in  writing,"  and  the 
period  of  limitation  in  which  suit  may  be  instituted  thereon  is  the 
period  presciibed  by  statute  on  such  contracts.'  The  period  of  time 
after  which  the  right  to  bring  suit  on  a  check  is  usually  barred  is 
five  '  or  six  years  after  the  expiration  of  a  reasonable  time  for  pre- 
senting the  check  for  payment.*  A  delay  in  presenting  a  check  does 
not  release  the  drawer,  unless  he  has  been  injured,  where  suit  is 
brought  within  the  period  of  limitations.'  When  the  drawer  has  or 
leaves  no  funds  on  deposit  for  its  payment  at  the  time  when  it  should 
be  presented,  and  the  check  is  not  paid,  the  cause  of  action  to  recover 
from  the  drawer  the  amount  called  for  by  the  check  rests  upon  the 
oheck  and  is  not  governed  by  the  statute  of  limitations  relating  to 
contracts  not  in  writing.^'  An  ordinary  check  is  usually  treated  ein 
a  bill  of  exchange  within  the  law  relating  to  limitation  of  actions.*' 

1.  Fallon  V.  Fallon,  110  Minn.  213,  of  cheeks  generally,  see  Banks,  vol.  3, 
124  N.  W.  994,  136  A.  S.  R.  464  and  p.  831. 

note,  32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  486.  7.  Rogers  v.  Durant,  140  U.  S.  298, 

2.  Barnes  v.  Glide,  117  Cal.  1,  48  11  S.  Ct.  754,  35  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  481. 
Pac.  804,  50  A.  S.  R.  153;  Reizenstein  8.  Scroggin  v.  McClelland,  37  Neb. 
V.  Marqimrdt,  75  la.  294,  39  N.  W.  500,  644,  56  N.  W.  208,  40  A.  S.  R.  520,  22 
9  A.  S.  R.  477,  1  L.R.A.  318.  L.R.A.  110  and  note;  Merchants',  etc., 

3.  Wright  v.  Paine,  62  Ala.  340,  34  Bank  v.  Watson,  46  Pa.  St.  310,  84 
Am.  Rep.  24;  Shutts  v.  Fingar,  100  N.  Am.  Dec.  549. 

Y.  539,  3  N.  E.  588,  53  Am.  Rep.  231.  9.  Scroggin  v.  McClelland,  37  Neb. 

4.  Volli  V.  Wirth,  164  Mich.  21,  129  644,  56  N.  W.  208,  40  A.  S.  R.  520,  22 
N.  W.  9,  37  L.R.A.(N.S.)  297.  L.R.A.  110. 

6.  Note:  136  A.  S.  R.  472.   See  also  10.  Culver  v.  Marks,  122  Ind.  554,  23 

Banks,  vol.  3,  pp.  604-605.  N.  E.  1086,  17  A.  S.  E.  377,  7  L.B.A. 

6.  Haynes  v.  Wesley,  112  Ga.  668,  489. 


87  S.  E.  990,  81  A.  S.  R.  72. 
Note:  136  A.  S.  R.  472. 
As  to  the  nature  and  characteristics 


11.  Rogers  T.  Durant,  140  U.  S.  298, 
11  S.  Ct.  754,  35  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  481. 


727 


Digitized  by 


Goo 


8%  89 


UMITATION-OF  ACTIONS 


17  E.  C.  U 


But  it  has  been-  held  that  an  action  for  damages  against  a  bank  for 
failure  to  pay  a  check  is  within  a  statute  barring  in  two  years  an 
action  on  a  contract  obligation  or  liability  not  founded  on  a  written 
instrument)  and  is  not  within  the  pTovision  relating  to  actions  involv- 
ing trust  relations." 

88.  Receipts  and  Deposits. — mere  receipt  for  money  is  not  a  con- 
tract and  does  not  import  promise,  obligation,  or  liability,  so  that  it 
is  not  subject  to  the  statute  of  limitations  governing  contracts,  but 
if  it  recites  that  the  money  is  to  be  applied  to  the  account  of  the  person 
from  whom  it  was  received,  it  partakes  of  the  double  character  of  a 
receipt  and  contract**  A  general  deposit  in  a  bank  represents  and 
constitutes  a  debt  owing  by  the  banker  to  the  depositor,  which  is  sub- 
ject to  the  statute  of  limitations  in  like  manner  as  other  debts.'^  It 
seems  that  a  receipt  may  be  evidence  of  a  deposit,  and  thereby  become 
subject  to  the  statute  of  limitations  applicable  to  contracts.*' 

89.  Interest  Coupons. — Statutes  of  limitation  which  apply  to  bonds 
generally  apply  to  coupons  attached  thereto,  when  such  coupons 
are  for  interest  to  become  due  on  the  bonds."  The  coupon  is  simply 
a  mode  agreed  on  between  the  parties  for  the  convenience  of  the  holder 
in  collecting  the  interest  as  it  becomes  due,  and  their  character  as 
such  is  not  changed  when  they  are  severed  from  the  bond.  They 
do  not  thereby  become  simple  contract  debts,  but  continue  to  partake 
of  the  nature  of  the  higher  security  of  the  bond,  which  exists  for  the 
san.e  indebtedness.*^  In  some  cases  the  interest  on  bonds  does  not 
mature  until  the  principal  dora,  and  although  the  bondholder  may 
collect  his  interest  annually,  he  is  not  compelled  to  do  so.**  Where 
such  ifi  the  case  under  the  views  adopted  in  some  jurisdictions,  interest 
coupons  )re  looked  on  as  a  mere  incident  to  the  main  debt,  and 
become  barred  only  when  it  is  barred.*'  In  other  jurisdictions  the 
statute  of  limitations  is  considered  as  applying  separately  to  the  bond 
itself  and  to  the  coupons,  and  overdue  interest  on  bonds  represented 
by  negotiable  coupons  cannot  be  recovered  in  an  action  on  the  bonds 
after  a  suit  on  the  coupons  is  barred  by  the  statute.*"   When  the 

12.  Smith's  Cash  Store  v.  San  Fran-  804,  70  A.  S.  R.  610. 
Cisco  First  Nat.  Bank,  149  Cal.  32,  84     17.  Kenosha  v.  Lamson,  9  Wall.  477, 


13.  Asliley  v.  Vischer,  24  CaL  322,  18.  Berkey  v.  Pueblo  County,  48 
85  Am.  Dee.  65.  Colo.  104,  UO  Pac  197,  20  Ann.  Cas. 

14.  Note:  19  Am.  Dec.  420.    Aa  to  1109. 

the  relation  between  a  bank  and  its  de-  19.  Lexington  v.  Butler,  14  Wall, 

positors,  see  Banks,  vol.  3,  p.  516,  282,  20  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  809;  Berkey  v. 

16.  Long  V.  Straus,  107  Ind.  94,  6  Pueblo  County,  48  Colo.  104, 110  Pac 

N.  E.  123,  7  N.  E.  763,  57  Am.  Rep,  197,  20  Ann.  Caa.  1109. 


16.  Amy  t.  Dubaqae,  98  U.  S.  470,  885,  2  L.R.A.  353. 
25  U.  6.  (L.  ed.)  228;  Broadfoot  t.     Note:  16  Eng.  RuL  Cas.  297. 
Fayetteville,  124  N.  C.  478,  32  S.  E. 


Pac.  663,  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  870. 


19  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  725. 


87  and  note. 


20.  ariffin  v.  Macon  Coanty,  36  Fed. 
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coupons  are  negotiable,  they  may  be  detached  from  the  bond,  and 
negotiated,  and  the  statute  of  limitations  runs  as  soon  as  they  mature, 
against  all  such  instalments  of  interest  as  are  represented  by  such 
interest  coupons.'  But  the  statute  is  not  a  bar  to  an  action  on  the 
coupons  detached  from  bonds  and  transferred  to  persons  other  than 
the  holders  of  the  bonds,  when  it  would  not  be  a  bar  to  an  action  on 
the  bonds  themselves  had  they  not  been  canceled.*  Failure  or  neglect 
to  detach  the  coupon  and  present  it  for  payment  at  the  time  when  by 
contract  the  holder  is  entitled  to  demand  payment  does  not  prevent 
the  statute  from  running  from  that  date.* 

90.  Obligation  Created  by  Accepting  Legacy  or  Deed  Poll. — Where 
a  testator,  desiring  to  leave  his  property  to  his  lodge,  bequeaths  it  to 
certain  legatees  on  the  promise  of  one,  made  in  behalf  of  all,  that 
they  will  transfer  it  to  the  lodge,  equity  may  interfere  to  prevent  the 
legatees  from  converting  the  property  to  their  own  use,  and  an  action 
to  have  them  declared  trustees  ex  nialeficio  is  not  an  action  on  a  con- 
tract not  in  writing,  either  express  or  implied.*  But  under  a  devise 
to  a  son  with  the  understanding  that  he  is  to  care  for  and  support 
his  minor  brother  and  sister,  his  obligation  to  support  them,  although 
a  charge  on  the  devise  which  he  accepts,  is  governed  by  the  statute 
of  limitation  applicable  to  contracts  not  in  writing.*  On  the  other 
hand  the  acceptance  of  a  deed  by  .the  grantee  named  in  it  makes  it 
a  written  contract,  and  the  obligations  created  by  the  deed  are  there- 
fore evidenced  by  a  writing  and  are  not  governed  by  the  limitation 
re.'^ecting  verbal  contracts.*  Hence  if  a  vendor  of  land  gives  the 
vendee  possession  under  a  conveyance  reciting  a  consideration  of  a 
certain  amount  paid  in  cash  and  a  balance  to  be  paid  in  instalments 
at  specified  dates,  the  vendor's  right  of  action  to  recovw  the  unpaid 
purchase  money,  whether  he  elects  to  proceed  on  the  promise  con- 
tained in  the  deed  or  that  implied  by  law  from  the  vendee's  accept- 
ance of  the  deed,  rests,  not  on  a  contract  provable  by  parol,  but  one 
provable  by  a  writing,  as  the  promise  to  pay  is  a  promise  to  perform 
a  written  and  not  an  unwritten  contract.'  '  Similarly  it  has  been 
held  that  a  recital  in  a  deed  that  the  grantor  has  conveyed  land  to  the 
grantee  for  a  certain  consideration  is  a  sufficient  written  acknowl- 
edgment of  facts,  from  which  the  law  imports  the  obligation  to  pay, 
to  make  the  statute  of  limitations  relative  to  written  promises  the  only 

1.  Griffin  V.  Macon  County,  36  Fed.  6.  Low  v.  Ramsey,  135  Ky.  333,  122 
885,  2  L.R.A.  353.  S.  W.  167,  135  A.  S.  R.  549. 

2.  Clark  v.  Iowa  City,  20  Wall  583,  6.  Parker  v.  Carter,  91  Ark.  162, 120 
22  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  427.  S.  W.  836, 134  A.  S.  R.  60;  Midland  R. 

3.  Amy  v.  Dnbuque,  98  U.  S.  470,  25  Co.  v.  Fisher,  125  Ind.  19,  24  N.  B. 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  228.  756,  21  A.  S.  R.  189,  8  L.R.A.  604. 

4.  Winder  v.  Seholey,  83  Ohio  St.  7.  Washington  v.  Soria,  73  Miss. 
204,  93  N.  E.  1098,  21  Ann.  Cas.  1379  665, 19  So.  485,  55  A.  8.  R.  555. 

and  note,  33  L.R.A.(N.S.)  995. 
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one  explicable  to  a  proceeding  to  recover  the  unpaid  consideration.* 
The  same  conclusion  appears  properly  drawn  generally  when  there 
id  a  written  instrument  which  is  not  signed  by  the  person  sought  to 
be  charged,  nor  of  his  predecessor  in  tiUci  but  by  the  terms  of  which 
he  is  bound.' 

91.  Actions  on  Accounts. — Where  there  is  a  mutual  open  account 
between  two  parties  it  is  said  that  it  implies  that  they  have  mutually 
consented  that  each  item  shall  not  constitute  an  independent  debt 
due  immediately,  to  be  paid  or  enforced  at  once,  but  that  the  it^ns 
occurring  from  time  to  time,  in  favor  of  the  respective  parties,  shall 
operate  as  mutual  set-offs,  and  that  the  shifting  balance,  when  either 
or  both  shall  call  for  it,  shall  be  the  debt,  and  for  this  reason  the 
statute  of  limitations  does  not  run  during  such  a  state  of  mutual  deal- 
ings, but  only  from  the  date  of  the  last  item.**  Where  there  has  been 
a  delay  for  the  statutory  period  in  making  or  adding  any  new  items 
to  an  old  mutual  account,  it  may  operate  as  a  bar,  but  iJF  the  hiatus 
is  less  than  the  period  of  limitations,  it  will  not  have  this  effect,**  and 
if  the  last  item  is  within  the  statutory  period,  it  draws  after  it  items 
beyond  that  time.*'  In  these  cases,  the  new  items  are  evidence  aihrm- 
ing  the  continuance  of  an  unsettled  account  at  that  time,  and  warrant- 
ing the  fair  presumption  of  a  promise  to  settle  it,  and  to  pay  the 
balance,  which  may  be  ascertained  on  settlement.**  The  character 
or  description  of  account  which  comes  within  the  meaning  of  the 
term  open  account,  employed  in  the  statute,  has  been  frequently 
determined.  Whether  the  account  consists  of  a  single  or  of  many 
items,  if  the  terms  of  the  contract  have  not  been  adjusted  by  the 
agreement  of  the  parties,  the  demand  is  an  open  account*'  Such, 
howevOT,  is  not  the  case  whwe  there  is  simply  ai\  account  of  items  on 
one  side  only,  or  an  account  of  items  on  one  side  and  merely  pay- 
ments on  the  other  side  within  the  statutory  period.**  Nor  does 
money  paid  on  request  constitute  an  open  account  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  exception  to  the  statute  of  limitations.*' 

8.  Fowlkes  v.  Lea,  84  Bliss.  509,  36  Rep.  768. 

S.  E.  1036,  2  Ann.  Caa.  466  and  note,  11.  Gunn  t.  Gnnn,  74  Oa.  555,  58 

68  L.E.A.  925.  Am.  Rep.  447. 

9.  Atlanta,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  McKinney,  12.  In  re  Gardner,  103  N.  Y.  533,  9 
124  Ga.  929,  53  S.  E.  701,  UO  A.  S.  B.  N.  E.  306,  57  Am.  Rep.  768. 

215,  6L.R.A.(N.S.)  436.  13.  Green  v.  Caldcleagh,  18  N.  C. 

10.  Gayle  v.  Jofanaton,  72  Ala.  254,  320,  28  Am.  Dee.  567. 

47  Am.  Rep.  405;  Norton  v.  Larco,  30     14.  Gayle  v.  Johnston,  72  Ala.  254, 
Cal.  126,  89  Am.  Dec.  70;  Gunn  v.  47  Am.  Rep.  405. 
Gunn,  74  Ga.  555,  58  Am.  Rep.  447;     16.  Green  v.  Disbrow,  79  N.  T.  1,  36 
Sickles  T.  Mather,  20  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  Am.  Rep.  496. 

72,  32  Am.  Dec.  521;  In  re  Gardner,  16.  Gayle  v.  Johnston.  72  Ala.  254, 
103  N.  Y.  533,  9  N.  E.  306,  57  Am.  47  Am.  Rep.  40&. 


17  R.  C.  L. 


LIMITATION  OF  ACTIONS 


§§  92,  93 


92.  Effect  of  Statutes  in  Suits  on  Accou]it8.-^A  statute  may  fix  the 
period  for  the  commencement  of  actions  of  account^'  or  actions 
founded  on  open  accounts.**  It  is  sometimes  provided  by  statute  that 
in  actions  brought  to  recover  a  balance  due  on  a  mutual  and  current 
account,  the  cause  of  action  shall  be  deemed  to  have  accrued  at  the 
time  of  the  last  item  proved  in  such  account.  The  effect  of  such  a 
luw  is  that  where  all  the  accounts  have  ceased  for  the  limitation  period 
the  demand  is  barred,  but  where  there  is  an  open  and  mutual  account 
within  such  period,  the  whole  account  may  be  recovered.'*  The 
origin  of  the  modem  exception  in  reference  to  accounts  appears  to 
be  traceable  to  the  English  statute  of  21  Jac  I,  c  16,  §  3,  which 
excepted  such  accounts  as  concern  the  trade  of  merchandise  between 
merchant  and  merchant,  their  factors  or  servants.**  It  may  be  noted 
that  the  statute  of  21  Jac.  I  was  re-enacted  in  Maryland  '  and  Maine.* 
Such  statutes  have  been  construed  to  include  accounts  between  a 
merchant  on  tbe  one  side  and  factora  on  the  other,'  and  to  apply  as 
well  to  actions  of  assumpsit  as  to  actions  of  account,*  but  the  exception 
has  been  limited  to  cases  where  the  account  is  open  or  current  and 
one  directly  concerning  trade,*  and  it  is  not  sufficient  that  the  action 
is  founded  on  a  contract.*  Nor  are  accounts  stated  within  the  excep- 
tion contained  in  statutes  of  limitation  in  favor  of  such  accounts  as 
concern  tiie  trade  of  merchandise  between  merchant  and  merchant.' 
Where  a  contract  provides  for  a  settlement  of  mutual  debts  of  the 
parties,  it  does  not  include  debts  not  enforceable  because  barred  by 
limitation.* 

93.  Actions  on  Implied  Obligations. — ^Actions  on  implied  contracts 
are  frequently  placed  in  a  class  by  themselves  in  reference  to  the 
application  of  the  statute  of  limitations.  It  becomes  important  there- 
fore to  glance  at  some  of  tlie  cases  indicating  the  limits  of  this  class. 
Within  this  class  falls  the  case  of  the  implied  obligation  of  a  grantee 
named  in  a  deed  to  pay  for  the  consideration  mentioned  in  the  con- 

17.  Corning  v.  McCuUough,  1  N.  T.     3.  Friend  v.  Young,  [1897]  2  Ch. 


18.  Martin  v.  Broaeh,  6  Oa.  21,  50  193  and  note. 
Am.  Dec.  306.  4.  Mandeville  v.  Wilson,  5  Cranch 

19.  Norton  v.  Larco,  30  Cal.  126,  89  15,  3  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  23. 

Am.  Dec.  70;  Green  v.  Disbrow,  79  N.  5.  Toland  v.  Sprague,  12  Pet.  300,  9 

y.  1,  3.J  Am.  Rep.  496.  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1093. 

20.  Friend  v.  Young,  [1897]  2  Ch.  6.  Spring  v.  Gray,  6  Pet.  151,  8  U. 
421,  66  L.  J.  Ch.  737,  16  Eng.  Rnl.  S.  (L.  ed.)  352. 

Cas.  193  and  note.  7.  Bispham  t.  Price,  15  How.  162, 14 

1.  Bond  V.  Jay,  7  Cranch  350,  3  U.  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  644. 

8.  (L.  ed.)  367.  Note:  62  Am.  Dec  94. 

S.  Spring  v.  Gtaj,  6  Pet.  151,  8  U.  8,  Parker  v.  Carter,  91  Ark.  162, 120 

S.  (L.  Bd^Kt.  S.  W.  836,  134  A.  S.  B.  60. 
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veyance  vesting  title  to  real  estate  in  him*  and  the  right  of  subroga- 
tion to  securities  held  by  another  is  one  which  arises  on  an  implied 

contract.**  An  action  to  recover  money  paid  by  the  plaintiff  for  the 
benefit  of  the  defendant  also  has  been  adjudged  to  amount  to  one  on 
an  implied  contract  rather  than  one  for  equitable  relief.'*  It  has 
likewise  boen  held  that  an  action  by  a  city  to  recover  from  a  street 
railway  company  the  cost  of  maintaining  pavements  as  required  by 
its  charter  is  not  an  action  on  a  statute  but  in  assumpsit  on  an  implied 
obligation."  If  land  is  devised  subject  to  an  annuity,  a  claim  against 
the  estate  of  the  devisee  for  unpaid  instalments  of  the  annuity  is 
considered  one  based  on  an  implied  contract  arising  from  the  accept- 
ance of  the  devise.*"  Within  the  same  class  of  implied  obligations 
also  falls  the  right  of  a  surety  to  sue  his  principal  for  reimbursement 
on  payment  of  a  judgment  for  the  debt  It  should  be  noted,  how- 
ever^  tiiat  if  the  surety  obtains  an  assignment  of  the  judgment,  then 
his  right  of  recovery  would  no  longer  be  on  an  implied  promise  to 
pay 


11 


Miscellaneous  AcUotib  at  Law 

94.  Mandamus  and  Quo  Warranto  Proceedings. — According  to  the 
views  adopted  in  some  jurisdictions,  a  proceeding  by  mandamus  is 
an  action  at  law,  and  jnay  be  bailed  by  the  statute  of  limitations, 
not  only  when  it  is  issued  between  private  parties  to  enforce  a  money 
obligation,  but  also  when  it  has  been  issued  to  compel  public  officers 
to  perform  a  public  duty,  although  the  statute  does  not  expressly 
include  a  proceeding  by  mandamus.  But  in  some  states,  the  statutes 
limiting  the  time  within  which  civil  actions  may  be  brought  have 
no  application  to  mandamus  proceedings  on  the  ground  that^  man- 
damus proceeding  is  not  a  civil  action,  though  the  statute  is  some- 
times applied  by  analogy."  Although  it  has  been  held  that  a  statute 
of  limitations  governing  civil  actions  generally  applies  to  a  quo  war- 
ranto proceeding  where  the  object  thereof  is  to  enforce  a  private  as 
distinguished  from  a  public  right,  the  rule  appears  to  be  that  genial 
statutes  of  limitation,  have  no  application  to  such  proceedings  brought 
to  enforce  a  public  right.  But  in  some  jurisdictions  there  are  statutes 
specifically  limiting  the  time  within  which  quo  waiianto  may  be 
larought.'* 

0.  Fowlkes  v.  Lea,  84  Miss.  609,  36  33  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  231. 
So.  1036,  2  Ann.  Gas.  466,  68  LJI.A.     13.  Stringer  v.  Stevens,  146  Mipb. 
925  and  note.  181, 109  N.  W.  269,  117  A.  S.  R.  620, 

10.  Darrow  v.  Summerhill,  93  Tex.  10  Ann.  Cas.  337,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  393. 
92,  63  S.  W.  680,  77  A.  S.  R.  833.  14.  Patton  v.  Smith,  130  Ky.  819, 

11.  Neilson  v.  Fry,  16  Ohio  St.  562,  114  S.  W.  315,  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1124. 
91  Am.  Dee.  110.  15.  See  Mandauus. 

12.  Metropolitan  R.  Co.  v.  District     16.  See  Quo  Wabranto. 
of  Columbia,  132  U.  S.  1, 10  S.  Ct.  19. 
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95.  Actions  as  to  Personal  Property. — ^Although  no  statute  may 
exist  relating  to  the  adverse  possession  of  chattels  or  personal  prop- 
erty, yet  it  seems  to  be  the  generally  accepted  doctrine  that  by  adverse 
possession  title  to  chattels  may  be  acquired  which  will  be  paramount 
to  that  of  the  true  owner.''  This  result  is  sometimes  accomplished 
by  a  statute  directly  operating  to  h&i  the  title  to  personalty.'®  Before 
the  civil  war,  it  was  ruled  that  a  statute  barring  possession  of  a  slave 
woman  also  barred  recovery  of  her  children  bom  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  adverse  poaaeasion.''  Where  the  title  to  personal 
property  has  been  acquired  by  adverse  possession,  it  will  be  a  good 
defense  in  replevin,  and  will  support  an  action  by  the  adverse  holder 
for  the  recovery  of  possession  even  against  the  original  owner." 
Where  the  statute  of  limitations  would  be  a  bar  to  a  direct  proceeding 
by  the  original  owner,  it  cannot  be  defeated  by  indirection  within 
the  jurisdiction  where  it  is  law,  and  if  the  statute  bars  the  right  of 
an  owner  of  personal  property  to  recover  it  by  proceedings  in  replevin, 
he  will  not  be  permitted  to  repossess  it  by  taking  it  with  his  own 
hand.'  The  statute  of  limitations  will  not  as  a  rule  bar  an  action 
for  conversion  of  personal  property,  in  the  absence  of  knowledge  by 
the  owner  of  such  conversion,  until  a  reasonable  time  elapses  for 
learning  the  facts.'  It  seems  that  where  one  practices  upon  another 
fraud  and  deceit,  whereby  the  latter  is  induced  to  accept  property  in 
settlement  of  a  debt  much  greater  in  amount  than  the  value  of  the 
property,  an  injury  is  done  to  property  and  not  to  the  penson  and  the 
statute  of  limitotions  in  reference  to  actions  for  injuries  to  property 
applira.' 

96.  Limitations  in  Suits  for  Torts. — Different  statutes  of  limitation 
may  apply  to  proceedings  based  on  contracts  and  on  torts.  Cases  may 
arise  on  the  borderland  between  these  two  domains  of  jurisprudence 
when  it  is  difficult  to  determine  whether  the  cause  of  action  should 
be  regarded  as  based  on  neghgence,  rather  than  on  breach  of  con- 
tract* Not  infrequently  a  litigant  has  a  choice  of  remedy  and  may 
ivaive  the  tort  involved  in  his  cause  of  action  and  sue  in  assumpsit. 
When  this  is  done  the  limitation  period  fixed  by  the  statute  for  actions 
of  assumpsit  generally  applies  to  the  action  which  is  brought  in 
that  form,  although  in  adopting  it  the  plaintiff  waives  a  tort.*  Stat- 

17.  lightfoot  V.  Davis,  198  N.  T.  383,  8  N.  E.  128,  56  Am.  Rep.  701. 
261,  91  N.  E.  582, 139  A.  S.  R.  817, 19      2.  Houston,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Adams,  49 
Ann.  Cas.  747,  29  L.R.A.(N.S.)  Ufl.    Tex.  748,  30  Am.  Rep.  116. 

Note:  95  A.  S.  R.  671.  3.  Crawford  v.  Crawford,  134  Ga. 

18.  Shelby  v.  Shelby,  Cooke  (Tenn.)  114,  67  S.  E.  673,  19  Ann.  Cas.  932 
179,  5  Am.  Dee.  686.  and  note,  28  L.B.A.(KS.)  353. 

19.  Bryan  v.  Weems,  29  Ala.  4S3,  65  4.  British  Columbia  Electric  R.  Co. 
Am.  Dec.  407.  v.  Crompton,  43  Can.  Sup.  Ct.  1,  17 

20.  Note:  95  A.  S.  R.  671.  Ann.  Cas.  1038. 

1.  Chapin  v.  Freeland,  142  Mass.     5.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1913D  238. 
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ates  sometimes  provide  special  limitation  periods  /or  injuries  to  the 
person,  and  it  becomes  necessary  to  determine  the  scope  of  these 
words  and  to  decide  whether  a  particular  cause  of  action  constitutes 
such  an  injury.  For  example  it  has  been  held  that  an  action  by  « 
husband  against  a  dty^  to  recover  for  the  loss  of  services  of  his  wii'e 
and  for  the  expenses  of  her  illness  resulting  from  a  personal  injury 
received  by  her  through  the  alleged  negligence  of  the  defendant,  is 
an  action  "for  injuries  to  the  person"  within  the  meaning  of  a  statute 
*  of  limitations  providing  that  "actions  of  tort  for  injuries  to  the  person, 

against  counties,  cities,  and  towns,  shall  be  commenced  only  within 
a  designated  period  after  the  cause  of  action  accrues."*  Similarly 
these  words  have  be^  construed  as  including  personal  injuries  other 
than  injuries  to  the  body,  and  as  covering  an  action  for  seduction.^ 
In  8  number  of  jurisdictions  special  statutes  have  been  enacted  creat 
ing  a  right  of  recovery  of  damages  for  negligence  causing  injuries 
resulting  in  death,  and  the  limitation  prescribed  in  such  statutes  is 
generally  deemed  a  condition  incident  to  the  exercise  of  the  right 
of  recovery.* 

'  97.  Actions  for  Slander  and  Halicious  Prosecution. — ^Where  a  3ta^ 
ute  provides  that  a  limitation  of  two  years  should  apply  to  actioni 
for  libel,  slander,  or  other  tort  resulting  in  personal  injury,  and  that 
the  period  of  six  years  shall  be  allowed  for  commencement  of  an 
action  for  any  injury  to  the  person  or  rights  of  another,  not  arising 
on  contract  and  not  therein  above  enumerated,  it  has  held  that  the 
malicious  prosecution  of  a  criminal  suit  was  within  the  first  class, 
but  that  a  malicious  prosecution  of  a  civil  case  was  within  the  second 
of  these  classes.*  It  seems  that  a  statute  of  limitations  governing 
actions  of  slander  and  libel  does  not  apply  to  an  action  for  breaking 
up  the  plaintiflf's  business,  and  driving  him  therefrom  by  the  use  of 
false  and  malicious  statements,  since  in  such  a  case  the  false  state- 
ments merely  constituted  the  means  of  committing  the  tort"  It  has 
also  been  held  that  where  a  husband  has  been  persuaded  to  desert  his 
wife  by  words  spoken  of  her  by  his  father,  her  action  for  the  injury 
thus  sustained  by  her  is  not  an  action  of  slander,  and  therefore  is 
not  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations  applicable  to  actions  for  that 
offense.**  Furthermore,  an  action  against  a  bank  for  wrongfully 
refusing  payment  of  a  check  is  not  an  action  for  slander  within  the 

6.  Mnlvey  v.  Boston,  197  Mass.  178,  and  SuysBB,  ante,  par.  122;  Mjdi- 
83  si,  E.  402,  14  Ann.  Cas.  349.         ciods  PsosioaTiON. 

7.  Hatcherson  v.  Durden,  113  Ga.  10.  Brown  v.  Ameriatn  Freehdd 
!)87,  39  S.  E.  495,  64  L.R.A.  811.         Land  Mortg.  Co.,  97  Tex.  599,  80  8.  W. 

8.  See  De&th,  vol.  8,  p.  801  et  seq.  985,  67  h.RA,  196. 

9.  Virtue  v.  Creamery  Package  Mfg.  11.  Oernerd  v.  Gern^,  185  Pa.  St. 
Co.,  123  Uinn.  17, 142  N.  W.  930, 1136,  233,  39  Ati.  884,  64  A.  8.  B.  646,  40 
L.K.A.l!)ir)B  1179.    See  also  Libel  L.R.A.  549. 
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meaning  of  laws  limiting  the  time  for  bringing  "actions  for  slanderous 
words  spoken."  " 

98.  Actions  at  Law  for  Fraud. — ^It  is  sometimes  said  that  cases  of 
fraud  are  not  within  the  statute  of  limitations,^*  and  this  is  true  to 
the  extent  that  where  fraud  is  imputed  and  proved,  length  of  time 
will  not  necessarily  operate  as  a  bar  under  the  statute.^*  But  accu- 
ratdy  speaking,  cases  of  fraud  are  as  much  within  the  statute  of 
limitations  as  any  other,*"  subject  to  the  exception  ih&t  where  fraud 
has  been  secretly  practiced  and  a  cause  of  action  has  not  been  dis- 
covered on  account  of  the  fraudulent  concealment,  the  running  of 
the  statute  will  be  suspended  until  the  cause  of  action  is  known  or 
should  under  the  circumstances  have  been  discovered.**  This  excep- 
tion by  statute  may  be  expressly  confined  to  an  action  for  relief  on 
the  ground  of  fraud.*'  In  this  connection  it  may  be  noted  that  where 
one  practices  upon  another  fraud  and  deceit,  whereby  the  latter  is 
induced  to  accept  property  in  settlement  of  a  debt  much  greater  in 
amount  than  the  value  of  the  property,  an  injury  is  done  to  property, 
and  not  to  the  person,  and  the  statute  of  limitations  in  rsference  to 
actions  for  injuries  to  property  applies.". 

VI.  PBOCBBniNOS  IN  E^UITT 

Bffeet  of  Statutes  of  Limitation  in  Equity 

99.  In  General. — The  statute  of  limitation  is  generally  considered 
as  purely  legal  as  distinguished  from  an  equitable  defense,**  and  it 
is  usually  recognized  that  statutes  of  limitation  do  not  operate  in  a 
court  of  equity  proprio  vigore."  Courts  of  equity  are  not  bound  by 
the  limitations  applicable  to  actions  at  law,*  at  least  in  cases  in  which 
the  jurisdiction  of  equity  is  elusive.*  But  in  many  instances  courts 

12.  J.  M.  James  Co.  v.  Continental  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  see  infra, 
Nat.  Bank,  105  Tenn.  1,  58  S.  W.  261,  par.  188  et  seq. 

80  A.  S.  R.  857,  51  L.R.A.  255.  17.  State  v.  Standard  Oil  Co.,  49 

13.  Cottiell  V.  Watkiiis,  89  Va.  801,  Ohio  St.  137,  30  N.  E.  279,  34  A  S.  E. 
17  S.  E.  328,  37  A.  S.  R.  897, 19  L.R.A.  15  L-EJl.  146.  As  to  equitable 
754_  relief  on  aeeoimt  of  fraud,  see  infra, 

14.  Michoud  V.  Girod,  4  How.  503,  P^i^lJ. 

UU  S  (L  ed  1  1076  Crawford  v.  Crawford,  134  Ga. 

ifi  ShluiJv        hv  r^nta  /T»r,n  ^  ^4,  67  S.  E.  673, 19  Ann.  Cas.  932  and 

iR  M    1       £  U     11  w  .1  AAo      W-  Thomdike  v.  Thorndike,  142  lU. 

00  IT  Q       'J\  I'S'*"^,^  ^  '  460,  32  N.  E.  510,  34  A,  8.  R.  90,  21 

20  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  184;  State  v.  Stand-  lr  a  71 

ard  Oil  Ca,  49  Ohio  St.  137,  30  N.  E.     20.  Kan'e  v.  Bloodgood,  7  Johns.  Ch. 
279,  34  A.  S.  E.  541,  15  L.R.A.  145;  (N.  Y.)  90, 11  Am.  Dec  417. 
Shelby  v.  Shelby,  Cooke  (Tenn.)  179,     i.  Perkins  v.  Cartmel^  4  Har.  (Del.) 
E' An.  Deo.  686.  270,  42  Am.  Dec.  753. 

Note:  76Am.  Decll4.  2.  Evans  v.  Moore,  247  111.  60,  93 

.    As  to  the  subject  of  the  suspension  N.  £.  118, 139  A.  S.  R.  302;  Dugan  v. 
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of  equity  are  governed  by  the  statutes  of  limitations,*  and  must  give 
effect  to  them  when  pleaded.*  Courte  of  equity  consider  statutes  of 
limitations  obligatory  on  them,  when  they  are  called  on  to  enforce 
rights  merely  legal,*  but  hold  that  the  statutes  do  not  apply  to  cases 
in  which  courts  of  equity  have  peculiar  and  exclusive  jurisdiction, 
atid  there  is  no  remedy  at  law.*  Yet  there  are  dicta  to  the  effect  that 
the  statute  applies  to  cases  of  equitable  as  well  as  legal  cognizance,^ 
and  that  the  statute  of  limitations  is  a  good  plea  in  equity  as  well  as 
at  law.*  The  appUeability  of  statutes  of  limitation  to  equitable  pro- 
ceedings appears  to  be  unquestioned  in  those  jurisdictions  in  which 
distinctions  between  legal  and  equitable  remedies  have  been  abolished.' 

100.  Concurrent  Jurisdiction  at  Law  and  in  Equity. — Courts  of 
equity,  in  cases  of  concurrent  jurisdiction,  consider  themselves  bound 
by  the  statutes  of  limitation  which  govern  courts  of  law  in  like  .cases/** 
and  this  is  rather  in  obedience  to  the  statute  than  by  analogy.'' 
Hence  if  the  statute  would  bar  an  action  at  law,  it  will  be  equally  a 
bar  in  equity,  the  mode  of  relief  making  no  difference.'*   Courts  of 

Gittings,  3  Gill  (Md.)  138,  43  Am.  {L.  ed.)  928;  Badger  v.  Badger,  2 

Dec.  306.  Wall.  87, 17  V.  S.  (L.  ed.)  836;  Clarke 

3.  Bacon  v.  Howard,  20  How.  22, 15  v.  Boorman,  18  Wall.  493,  21  U.  S.  (L. 
U.  S.  {L.  ed.)  811;  Boyd  v.  Blank-  ed.)  904;  Godden  v.  Kimraell,  99  U. 
man,  29  Cal.  19,  87  Am.  Dec.  146;  Pat-  S.  201,  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  431;  Kirby 
teraon  v.  Hewitt,  11  N.  M.  1,  66  Pac.  v.  Lake  Shore,  etc.,  Ry.,  120  U.  S.  130, 
552,  55  L.E.A.  658;  Musselman  v.  7  S,  Ct.  430,  30  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  569; 
Kshleman,  10  Pa.  St.  394,  51  Am.  Dee.  Metropolitan  Bank  v.  St.  Louis  Dis- 
403.  patch  Co.,  149  U.  S.  436, 13  S.  Ct  944, 

4.  Baldwin  v.  Williams,  74  Ark.  316,  37  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  799;  Baker  v.  Cum- 
86  S.  W.  423,  109  A.  S.  R.  81,  4  Ann.  minga,  169  U.  S.  189,  18  S.  Ct.  367, 
Cas.  1097.  42  U.  S.   (L.  ed.)   711;  Browne  v. 

6.  Phalen  v.  Clark,  19  Conn.  421,  50  Browne,  17  Fla.  607,  35  Am.  Rep.  96; 

Am.  Dee.  263 ;  Lexington  Life,  etc.,  Ins.  Lexington,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Bridges,  7 

Co.  V.  Page,  17  B.  Mon.  (Ky.)  412,  66  B.  Mon.  (Ky.)  556,  46  Am.  Dec.  528; 

Am.  Dec.  IG.!;  Collard  v.  Tattle,  4  Vt  Lexington  Life,  etc.,  Ins.  Co.  v.  Page, 

49],  24  Am.  Dec.  G27.  17  B.  Mon.  (Ky.)  412,  66  Am.  Dec. 

6.  Shelby  v.  Shelby,  Cooke  (Tenn.)  165;  Dngan  v.  Gittings,  3  Gill  (Md.) 
179,  5  Am.  Dec.  686.  138,  43  Am,  Dee.  306;  McCrea  v.  Par- 

7.  Washington  Sav.  Bank  v.  Batch-  mort,  16  Wend.  (N.  T.)  460,  30  Am. 
ers',  etc.,  Bank,  107  Mo.  153, 17  S.  W.  Dee.  103;  Armstrong  v.  Campbell,  3 
644,  28  A.  S.  R.  405;  Smith  v.  Fly,  24  Yerg.  (Tenn.)  201,  24  Am.  Dec.  556. 
Tex,  345,  76  Am.  Dec.  109.  Note:  12  Am.  Dec.  369,  370. 

8.  Belknap  v.  Gleason,  11  Conn.  160,  11.  Union  Bank  v.  Stafford,  12  How. 
27  Am.  Dec.  721;  Alaobrook  v.  Orr,  327.  13  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1009;  Browne 
130  Tenn.  120,  169  S.  W.  1165,  Ann.  v.  Browne,  17  Fla.  607,  35  Am.  Rep. 
Cas.  1915B  627.  96;  Dugan  v.  Gittings,  3  GUI  (Md.) 

9.  Patterson  v.  Hewitt,  195  U.  S.  138,  43  Am.  Dec.  306;  Phillips  v.  Pin- 
309,  25  S.  Ct  35,  49  U.  S.  (h.  ed.)  ey  Coal  Co.,  53  W.  Va.  643,  44  S.  Sr 
214;  Mniison  v.  HalloweU,  26  Tex.  475,  774,  97  A.  S.  R.  1040. 

64  Am.  Dee.  582.  12.  Allen  v.  Beal,  3  A.  K.  HaralL 

10.  United  States  Bank  v.  Daniel,  (Kv.)  554, 13  Am.  Dee.  203;  Shelby  t. 
12  Pet.  32,  9  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  989;  Shelby,  Cooke  (Tenu.)  179,.5  Am,  Doa 
SLearns  v.  Page,  7  How.  819,  12  U.  S.  686. 

736 


Digitized  by 


Google 


17  B.  C.  L. 


UMITATION  OF  ACTIONS 


equity  apply  the  statute  as  it  would  liave  been  applied  at  law,**  and 
give  to  the  statute  the  same  effect  and  operation  in  t^e  one  court  as 
in  the  other.**  The  periods  prescribed  by  tiie  statute  are  recognized 
in  such  cases  as  imposing  a  limitation  on  the  oause  of  action  itself 
and  not  merely  on  the  court  in  which  it  may  be  prosecuted.**  Some- 
times the  rule  is  stated  in  the  form  that  where  ih»  remedies  at  law 
and  in  equity  are  concurrent,  tiie  statute  of  limitations  applies  alike 
in  both  forums,**  or  that  courts  of  chancery  are  equally  barred  by 
the  statute  of  limitations  when  they  gain  jurisdiction  of  a  cause  {or 
which  a  remedy  exists  at  law  as  are  courts  of  law.*^  Occasionally 
this  rule  of  the  common  law  has  been  embodied  in  the  fojm  of  a 
statute.**  Where  the  relationship  between  the  parties  is  that  of 
trustee  and  cestui  que  trust,  the  statute  of  limitations  will  not  neces- 
sarily apply  although  the  remedies  at  law  and  in  equity  are  con- 
current** 

101.  Chancery  Acting  In  Analogy  te  Statate.-*Although  the  stat- 
ute of  limitations  does  not  apply  to  demands  which  are  purely 
equitable  or  where  the  jurisdiction  of  courts  of  law  and  equity 
is  not  concurrent,*  courts  of  equity  nevertheless  frequently  act  on 
the  analogy  of  the  statute  of  limitations  '  and  in  harmony  with  the 

13.  Evans  t.  Moore,  247  111.  60,  93  limitations  when  the  jnrisdiction  is 
N.  E.  118, 139  A.  S.  R.  302;  Dugan  v.  concurrent,  see  supra,  par.  100. 
Gittings,  3  Gill  (Md.)  138,  43  Am.      2.  Thomas   t.    Brockenhrough,  10 
Dee.  306.  Wheat.  146,  6  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  287; 

14.  In  re  Leiman,  32  Md.  225,  3  Am.  Rhode  Island  v.  Massachusetts,  15  Pet. 
Rep.  132;  McCrea  v.  Parmort,  16  233,  10  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  721;  Steams  v. 
Wend.  (N.  Y.)  460,  30  Am.  Dec.  103;  Page,  7  How.  819,  12  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
Friend  v.  Young,  [1897]  2  Ch.  421,  66  928;  Union  Bank  v.  Stafford,  12  How. 
L.  J.  Ch.  737,  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  193.  327,  13      S.  (L.  ed.)  1008;  New  Al- 

15.  Note:  12  Am.  Dec.  370.  bany  v.  Burke,  11  Wall.  96,  20  U.  S. 

16.  Johnson  v.  Toulmin,  18  Ala.  50,  (L.  ed.)  155;  Sullivan  v.  Portland,  etc., 
52  Am.  Dec.  212.  R.  Co.,  94  U.  S.  806,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

17.  Haynie  v.  Hall,  5  Humph.  324;  Godden  v.  Kimmell,  99  U.  S.  201, 
(Tenn.)  290,  42  Am.  Dec.  427.  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  431;  Kirby  v.  Lake 

18.  Cleveland  Ins.  Co.  v.  Reed,  24  Shore,  etc.,  Ry.,  120  U.  S.  130,  7  S. 
How.  284,  16  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  686;  Ct.  430,  30  V.  8.  (L.  ed.)  569;  Norris 
Washington  v.  Soria,  73  Misa.  665, 19  v,  Haggin,  136  U.  S.  386,  10  S.  Ct. 
So.  485,  55  A.  S,  R.  555.  942,  34  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  424;  Abraham 

19.  Armstrong  v.  Campbell,  3  Yerg.  v.  Ordway,  158  U.  S.  416,  15  S.  Ct. 
(Tenn.)  201,  24  Am.  Dec.  556.  894,  39  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1036;  Willard 

20.  Johnson  v.  Toulmin,  18  Ala.  60,  v.  Wood,  164  U.  S.  502,  17  S.  Ct.  176, 
52  Am.  Dee.  212;  Bell  v.  Beeman,  7  N.  41  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  531;  Richardson  v. 
C.  273,  9  Am.  Dec.  604.  Olivier,  105  Fed.  277,  44  C.  C.  A.  468, 

1.  Union  Bank  v.  Stafford,  12  How.  53  L.R.A.  113;  Williams  v.  Neely,  134 

327,  13  U.  S.  (U  ed.)  1008;  Browne  Fed.  1,  67  C.  C.  A.  171,  69  L.R.A.  232; 

T.  Browne,  17  Fls.  607,  35  Am.  Rep.  Layton  Pure  Food  Co.  v.  Church,  etc., 

96.  Co.,  182  Fed.  35,  104  C.  C.  A.  475,  32 

Note:  12  Am.  Dec.  371.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  274;  Johnson  v.  Toul- 

As  to  the  effect  of  the  statute  of  min,  18  Ala.  50,  52  Am.  Dec.  212; 
R.  C.  L.  Vol.  XVII.— 47.  737 
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maxim  equitas  sequitur  legem,*  provided  the  bill  is  one  for  relief 
as  distinguished  from  that  class  of  bills  which  are  not  deemed  bills 
for  relief.*  In  such  cases,  chancery  is  said  to  act  in  obedience  to  the 
spirit  of  the  statute,  and  to  adopt  the  reasons  and  principles  on  which 
it  is  founded,  rather  than  its  literal  requirements."  In  harmony 
with  this  fundamental  principle,  a  court  of  chancery  may  refuse  it» 
aid  when,  from  the  lt^>se  of  time,  an  action  at  law  could  not  be 
maintained,*  but,  on  the  oUier  hand,  under  ordinary  circumstances 
a  suit  in  equity  will  not  be  barred  by  laches  before  the  time  Hxed  by 
the  analogous  statute  of  limitations  at  law.'  One  way  of  expressing 
this  role  is  to  say  that  chancery  courts  adopt  the  time  fixed  by  statutes 
of  limitations  for  barring  claims  at  law  in  analogom  cases  as  the 
period  at  the  end  of  which  they  will  conclude  a  recovery  in  equity.* 
Thus  it  is  that  courts  of  equity,  acting  independently  of  any  statutes 
of  limitation,  nevertheless  refer  frequently  to  these  statutes  for  no 
other  purpose  than  as  furnishing  a  convenient  measure  for  the  length 
of  time  that  ought  to  operate  as  a  bar  in  equity  of  any  particular 
demand:*  In  other  words,  in  practical  effect,  a  chancellor  applies  the 
statute  of  limitations  with  the  same  substantial  effect  and  same  con- 


Nininger  v.  Norwood,  72  Ala.  277,  47  2  A.  S.  B.  105;  Frame  v.  Kenny,  2 

Am.  Rep.  412;  Willis  v.  Rice,  157  Ala.  A.  K.  Marsh.  (Ky.)  145,  12  Am.  Dec. 

252,  48  So.  397,  131  A.  S.  R.  55  ;  Per-  Dec.  367;  McRae  v.  Auditor-General, 

kins  V.  Cartmell,  4  Har.  (Del.)  270,  42  146  Mich.  594, 109  N.  W.  1122, 10  Ann. 

Am,  Dec.  753;  Castner  v.  Waldrod,  83  Cas.  594;  Demarest  v.  Wynkoop,  3 

lU.  171,  25  Am.  Rep.  369;  Thorndike  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  129,  8  Am.  Dec. 

V.  Thorndike,  142  111.  450,  32  N.  E.  467;  Bell  v.  Beeman,  7  N.  C.  273,  9 

510,  34  A.' S.  R.  90,  21  L.R.A.  71;  Am.  Dec.  604;  Hughes  v.  Brown,  BS 

Deadman  v.  Yantis,  230  HI.  243,  82  N.  Teiin.  578, 13  S.  W.  286,  8  L.R.A.  480 

E.  592,  120  A.  S.  R.  291;  Allen  v.  and  note. 

Beal,  3  A.  K.  Marsh.  (Ky.)  554,  13  4.  Alsobrook  v.  Orr,  130  Tenn.  120, 

Am.  Dec.  203;  McRae  v.  Auditor  Gen-  169  S.  W,  1165,  Ann.  Cas.  1915B  627. 

eral,  146  Micb.  594,  109  N.  W.  1122,  5.  Ainsworth  v.  Roubal,  74  Neb.  723, 

10  Ann.  Cas.  594;  Harris  v.  Ross,  86  105  N.  W.  248,  2  L.B.A.(N.S.)  988. 

Mo.  89,  56  Am.  Rep.  411;  Bell  v.  Bee-  6.  Belknap  v.  Qleason,  11  Conn.  160, 

men,  7  N.  C.  273,  9  Am.  Dec.  604;  27  Am.  Dec.  721;  Frame  v.  Kenny,  2 

Reeves  v.  Dougherty,  7  Yerg.  (Tenn.)  A.  K,  Marsh.  (Ky.)  145, 12  Am.  Det 

222,  27  Am.  Dec.  496;  Tinnen  v.  Me-  367  and  note;  Smith  v.  Fly,  24  Tex. 

bane,  10  Tei.  246,  60  Am.  Dec.  205;  35,  76  Am.  Dec.  109. 

Walker  v.  Emerson,  20  Tex.  706,  73  7.  Richardson  v.  Olivier,  105  Fed. 

Am.  Dec.  207;  Smith  v.  Fly,  24  Tex.  277,  44  C.  C.  A.  468,  53  UR.A.  113; 

345,  76  Am.  Dec.  109 ;  Friend  v.  Belknap  v.  Gleason,  11  Conn.  160,  27 

Young,  [1897]  2  Ch.  421,  66  L.  J.  Ch.  Am.  Dee.  721;  Dugan  t.  Gittings,  3 

737,  16  Eng.  Rol.  Cas.  193.  Gill  (Md.)  138,  43  Am.  Deo.  306. 

Notes:  12  Am.  Dee.  369,  371;  9  8.  Reynolds  v.  Somner,  126  111.  58, 

Ann.  Cas.  845.  18  N.  E.  334,  9  A.  8.  R.  523, 1  L.R.A. 

3.  Waddell  t.  United  States,  25  Ct.  327;  Frame  v.  Kenny,  2  A.  K.  Blarsh. 

CI.  323,  7  L.R.A.  861;  Harris  v.  Mills,  (Ky.)  145, 12  Am.  Dee.  367  and  notOk 

28  111.  44,  81  Am.  Dec.  259;  Cartwright  9.  Bowman  v.  Wathen,  1  How  189, 

T.  MeGow&n,  121  111.  388, 12  N.  E.  737,  U  U.  S.  (U  ed.)  97. 
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struction  as  it  receives  in  courtB  of  law.>*  It  seems  that  where  the 
matters  in  controversy  are  not  antUogous  to  any  emlmiced  in  the 

statute  of  limitations,  then  the  courts  may  apply  in  safety  the  longest 
period  of  limitation  known  to  the  law.^'  Sometimes  the  courts  appear 
to  apply  the  rule  of  analogy  to  cases  of  concurrent  jurisdiction.  Thus 
it  has  heen  asserted  that  courts  of  equity,  acting  by  analogy,  will, 
in  all  proceedings  where  they  have  concurrent  jurisdiction  with 
courts  of  law,  apply  statutes  of  limitations,  and  refuse  to  grant  relief 
when  it  appears  that  the  statutory  period  within  which  an  action 
might  have  been  maintained  at  law  has  elapsed,'^  though  it  has 
been  said  that  where  the  statutory  bar  at  law  is  adopted  as  a  bar  in 
equity  it  is  rather  in  obedience  to  the  statute  than  by  analogy.**  But 
this  rule  is  not  inflexible,  and  its  application  will  always  depend  on 
a  consideration  of  the  allegations  and  proof  whether  the  presumption 
from  which  the  bar  arises  prevails.  The  presumption  arising  from 
the  mere  lapse  of  time  may  be  repelled  by  proof  of  other  facts  and 
circumstances  inconsistent  with  it." 

102.  Analogons  Application  of  Exceptions  in  Limitation  Statutes. — 
When  equity  courts  act  in  analogy  or  conformity  to  the  statutes  of 
limitations  they  normally  adopt  the  exceptions  in  favor  of  the  usual 
disabilities.''  Yet  where  the  statute  does  not  apply,  as  for  example 
in  prbceedings  to  recover  legacies,  it  has  been  held  that  coverture 
is  no  protection  in  such  proceedings  on  the  ground  that  the  disabilities 
are  to  be  recognized  as  exceptions  only  where  the  law  applies.**  Where 
a  statute  expressly  declares  that  the  provisions  in  a  code  prescribing 
the  time  within  which  civil  suits  must  be  commenced  shall  apply  to 
suits  commenced  by  bill  in  chancery  the  effect  is  to  apply  the  statute 
of  limitations  and  make  all  exceptions  likewise  operative  which  have 
been  ingrafted  on  the  statute  and  which  might  properly  be  applied 
in  a  court  of  law.*' 

10.  Kane  v.  Bloodgood,  7  Johns.  Ch.  ner,  126  111.  58,  18  N.  E.  334,  9  A.  S. 
(N.  Y.)  90,  11  Am.  Dec.  417;  Harail-  R.  523, 1  L.R.A.  327;  Deadman  v.  Yan- 
ton  V.  Hamilton,  18  Pa.  St.  25,  55  Am.  tis,  230  111.  243,  82  N.  E.  592,  120  A. 
Dec.  586;  Collard  v.  Tuttle,  4  Vt.  491,  S.  R.  291.  As  to  the  circumstances 
24  Am.  Dee.  627.  governing  the  question  of  laches,  see 

11.  Tinnen  v.  Mebane,  10  Tex.  246,  Equitf,  vol.  10,  p.  400. 

60  Am.  Dec.  205.  15.  Willis  v.  Rice,  157  Ala.  252,  4fi 

12.  Coke  V.  McGinnis,  1  Mart.  &  Y.  So.  397,  131  A.  S.  R.  55;  Perkins  v 
(Tenn.)  361,  17  Am.  Dec  809.  Cartmell,  4  Ear.  (Del.)  270,  42  Am. 

13.  Tarleton  v.  Goldthwaite,  23  Ala.  Dec.  753 ;  Demarest  v.  Wynkoop,  3 
346,  58  Am.  Dec.  296.  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  129,  8  Am.  Dec. 

14.  Richardson  v.  Olivier,  105  Fed.  467. 

277,  44  C.  C.  A,  468,  53  L.R.A.  113;     16.  Perkina  v.   Cartmell,  4  Har. 
Layton  Fore  Food  Co.  v.  Church,  etc.,  (Del.)  270,  42  Am.  Dee.  753. 
Co.,  182  Fed.  35,  104  C.  C.  A,  475,  32     17.  Willia  v.  Rice,  157  Ala.  252,  18 
LJlJk.(Na)  274;  Reynolds  t.  Sam-  So.  397, 131  A.  S.  B.  55. 
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103.  Injunctions  to  Prevent  Enforconent  of  Statutes  of  Limita- 
tion.— ^Although  courts  of  equity  will  ordinarily  act  in  obedience  to 
or  in  analogy  to  the  statute  of  limitations/^  they  have  the  power  to 
interfere  in  actions  at  law  to  prevent  the  interposition  of  the  statute 
as  a  defense  where  it  would  be  inequitable  and  unjust,^*  as,  for 
exfunple,  if  a  party  has  perpetrated  a  fraud  which  has  not  been  dis- 
covered till  the  statutory  bar  may  apply  to  it  in  law,  courts  of  equity 
may  interpose  and  remove  the  bar  out  of  the  way  of  the  injured 
party.'**  Similarly  a  court  of  equity  may  relieve  a  party  who  has 
lost  his  remedy  at  law  on  a  contract  in  consequence  of  an  injunction 
procured  by  the  other  party,  and  may  prevent  the  latter  from  setting 
up  the  bar  of  the  statute  of  limitations.  In  such  cases  the  delay  ia 
due  to  an  act  of  the  court,  and  chancery  will  not  allow  a  party  to  be 
prejudiced  by  a  delay  caused  by  the  court's  action.^  And  it  has  been 
said  that  courts  of  chancery  are  as  much  bound  to  give  effect  to 
statutes  of  limitations  as  courts  of  law,  and  will  not  prohibit  the  use 
of  this  defense  in  a  court  of  law  except  in  plain  cases  of  a  frau,dulent 
abuse  of  the  advantage  of  the  lapse  of  time  gained  by  the  party  seek- 
ing to  use  it*  However,  a  court  of  equity  will  not  permit  a  defend- 
ant to  avail  himself  of  a  statute  of  limitations  where  the  delay  in 
bringing  suit  is  due  to  his  own  unconscientious  conduct  in  enjoining 
the  collection  of  the  debt  during  the  time  of  the  running  of  the 
statute,* 


EquitabU  Relief  agamst  Fraud 

104.  In  General. — ^Although  courts  of  equity  generally  adopt  the 
statute  of  limitations,  yet,  in  cases  of  actual  fraud,  they  may  ignore 
it,^  on  the  theory  that  the  defendant  should  not  be  permitted  to 


18.  As  to  the  general  rale,  see  supra, 

par,  99. 

19.  Steams  v.  Page,  7  How.  819, 12 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  928;  Thomdike  v. 
Thorndike,  142  lU.  450,  32  N.  E.  510, 
34  A.  S.  R.  90,  21  L.R.A.  71;  Evans 
V.  Moore,  247  lU.  60,  93  N.  E.  118, 139 
A.  S.  R.  302.  See  also  iKJUKomNS, 
vol.  14,  p.  426. 

20.  Stearns  v.  Pace,  7  How.  819, 12 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  928. 

1.  Wilkinson  v.  Worcester  First 
Nat.  F.  Ins.  Co.,  72  N.  Y,  499,  28  Am. 
Rep.  166. 

2.  Tennessee  Bank  v.  Hill,  10 
Humph.  (Tenn.)  176,  61  Am.  Dec. 
698. 

3.  Wilkinsos  v.  Flowers,  37  Miss. 


579,  75  Am.  Dec  78. 

4.  Prevost  v,  Qratz,  6  Wheat.  481, 
6  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  311;  Michoud  v.  Oiroi 
4  How.  503,  11  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  10761 
Van  Ingin  v.  Duffin,  158  AJa.  318,  4t 
So,  507,  132  A.  S.  R.  29;  Phaien  v. 
Clark,  19  Conn.  421,  50  Am.  Dec.  253 
and  note;  Logan  v.  Brown,  20  Okla. 
334,  95  Pac.  441,  20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  298; 
Pietsch  v.  Milbrath,  123  Wis.  647,  101 
N.  W.  388,  102  N.  W.  342,  107  A.  8. 
R.  1017,  68  L.R.A.  945. 

Note:  34  A.  S.  R.  92. 

As  to  frand  or  concealment  as  sus- 
pending the  operation  of  the  Btatata^ 
see  inCn,  par.  213  et  seq. 
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profit  by  his  own  wrong.*  Sometimee  it  is  provided  by  statute  tiiat 
an  action  for  relief  against  fraud  must  in  any  event,  whether  dis- 
covered or  not,  be  brought  within  a  designated  period  from  the  occur- 
rence  of  whi<^  complaint  is  madej*  though  the  usual  provision  is 
that  the  action  must  be  commenced  within  the  limitation  period  after 
the  discovery  of  the  fraud.'  In  statutes  regulating  the  subject,  this 
rule  may  be  embodied,  even  where  the  jurisdiction  in  equity  is  con* 
current  with  that  of  law.*  Cases  of  constructive  fraud  may  be  within 
a  saving  clause  of  Uie  section  of  the  statute  of  limitations  providing 
that  an  action  for  relief  on  the  ground  of  fraud  shfdl  not  be  deemed 
to  have  accrued  until  the  discovery  of  the  facts  constituting  the  fraud* 
105.  Duty  of  Discovery  of  Fraud. — In  proceedings  for  relief  on 
account  of  fraud,  it  must  appear  that  the  complainant  was  in  ignorance 
of  ^e  fraud  and  did  not  have  possession  of  the  means  of  detecting 
the  fraudulent  arrangement.^*  The  fact  that  the  complainant  was 
ignorant  of  the  fraud  until  after  the  right  to  recover  was  barred  is 
not  per  se  sufficient  to  entitle  him  to  the  bwefit  of  Hiis  exception,  in 
the  absence  of  any  act  or  conduct  on  the  part  of  his  adversary  cal- 
culated to  mislead,  deceive,  or  lull  inquiry.^'  The  presumption  is 
that  if  a  party  affected  by  any  fraudulent  transaction  or  manage- 
ment might,  with  ordinary  care  or  attention,  have  seasonably  detected 
it,  he  seasonably  had  actual  knowledge  of  it.  Full  possession  of  the 
means  of  detecting  fraud  is  deemed  the  equivalent  of  actual  knowl- 
edge.** Therefore  in  all  cases  the  proceedings  must  be  brought 
within  the  statutory  period  after  the  discovery  of  the  fraud,'*  or 

B.  Union  Bank  t.  Stafford,  12  How.  B.  Boyd  v.  Blankman,  29  Cal.  19,  87 

327,  13  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1008;  McMnl-  Am.  Dec.  146. 

len  v.  Winfield  BIdg.,  etc.,  Ass'n,  64  10.  New  Albany  v.  Burke,  11  Wall 

Kan.  298,  67  Pac  892,  91  A.  S.  R.  96,  20  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  155.    See  also 

236,  58  Xi.R.A.  924.  Fraud  akd  Deceit,  vol.  12,  p.  371  et 

6.  Gowdy  v.  Johnson,  104  Ky.  648,  seq.;  Frauddlbht  Convey ancss,  vol. 
47  S.  W.  624,  44  L.R.A.  400.  12,  p.  652. 

7.  Clarke  v.  Boorman,  18  Wall.  493,  Badger  v.  Badger,  2  WaU.  87, 
21  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  904:  Coddington  v.  17  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  836;  Norris  v.  Hag- 
Pensacola,  etc,  R.  Co.,  103  U.  S.  409,  ^>J^  U.  S.  386.  10  S.  Ct.  942,  34 
26  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  400;  Boone  County  ^:JJ^,^'^£^''^^S  I'J^^t' 
V.  Burlington,  etc.,  R.'Co.,  139  U.  S.  ^"vl^Jo^Sl, So.  507  132  A. 
684,  11  S.  Ct.  687,  35  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  |  ^  29^P^l>g  ^- 

319;  Brasie  v.  Minneapolis  Brewing  inin          '                    ^  ^'  ^' 

A%'V''^^- Hl'l  R  A^6^:  mnlt     12  WoodrufE  V.  Williams.  35  Colo. 

nu^■^on^oo  M  I.   28.  85  Pac  90,  5  UR.A.(N.S.)  986: 
V.  Scboley,  83  Ohio  St.  204,  93  N.  E.  Mason  v.  Odmn,  210  lU.  471,  71  N.  E. 
1098,  21  Ann.  Caa.  1379,  33  L.R.A.  336, 102  A.  S.  R.  180.  Sec  ^so  Fracj 
(N.S.)  995;  McDoweU  v.  Potter,  8  Pa.        Decett,  vol.  12,  pp.  371-372,  . 
St.  189,  49  Am.  Dec  503  and  note.         13.  Meader  v.  Norton,  11  WaU.  442, 

8.  lightfoot  V.  Davis,  198  N.  Y.  261,  20  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  184;  MorriU  v.  Little 
91  N.  E.  582,  19  Ann.  Cas.  747.  139  Falls  Mfg.  Co.,  53  Minn.  371,  55  N. 
A.  S.  B.  817,  29  L.R.A.(N.S.)  119.       \X.  547,  21  L.R.A.  174. 
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after  the  tirQe  when  with  reasonable  diligeoce  it  might  have  beea 
discovered.** 

106.  Avoidance  of  Fraudulent  Conveyances. — A  bill  to  set  aside  a 
fraudulent  conveyance  and  to  declare  the  grantee  a  trustee  for  others 
may  amount  to  a  suit  for  the  recovery  of  land  and  therefore  be 
governed  by  the  statute  of  limitation^.''  Under  such  circumstances, 
if  the  suit  is  commenced  within  the  time  limited  by  the  statute,  an 
action  will  not  be  treated  as  barred  by  laches.'*  In  the  absence  of 
a  statute  the  right  to  institute  such  proceedings  in  equity  may  be 
lost  by  reason  of  laches.''  Generally  speaking  a  court  of  equity  will 
not  set  aside  a  fraudulent  transaction  at  the  suit  of  one  who  has  been 
quiescent  during  a  period  longer  than  that  fixed  by  the  statute  of 
limitations,  after  he  had  knowledge  of  the  fraud,  or  after  he  was  put 
upon  inquiry  with  the  means  of  knowledge  accessible  to  him.'^  Where 
fraud  is  present  the  expiration  of  the  statutory  period  for  redemption 
from  a  Kile  of  land  under  execution  will  not  necessarily  constitute 
a  bar  to  a  suit  in  equity  to  annul  the  sale  and  a  deed  made  thereon ;  '* 
but  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  defense  of  laches  is  in  equity 
only  permitted  to  defeat  an  acknowledged  right  on  the  ground  of 
its  affording  evidence  that  the  right  has  been  abandoned.^**  In  ail 
such  cases  the  general  principles  dsewhere  discussed  may  have  special 
bearing  on  the  question  of  laches.  The  court  may  properly  take  into 
consideration  the  fact  that  during  the  period  of  delay  the  value  of  the 
land  in  question  has  increased,  that  the  parties  interested  and  wit- 
nesses have  died,  or  that  no  person  at  that  time  interested  in  the 
land  is  implicated  in  the  fraud  alleged  as  the  ground  of  relief.'  An 
acUon  to  remove  a  cloud  on  the  title  to  property  caused  by  a  fraudulent 
conveyance  thereof  is  not  an  action  for  relief  on  the  ground  of  fraud, 
and  is  therefore  not  subject  to  the  limitations  imposed  by  statute  on 
such  actions.* 

14.  Kirby  v.  Lake  Shore,  etc.,  E.  19.  Schroeder  v.  Young,  161  U.  S. 
Co.,  120  U.  S.  130,  7  S.  Ct  430,  30  334,  16  S.  Ct.  512,  40  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  569.  721. 

Note:  9  A.  S.  R.  531.  20.  Cottrell  v.  Watkins,  89  Va.  801, 

15.  Van  Iiigen  v.  Duffin,  158  Ala.  17  S.  E.  328,  37  A.  S.  R.  897,  19 
318,  48  So.  507,  132  A.  S.  R.  29.  L.R.A.  754;  Newman  v.  Newman,  60 

16.  Lang  Syne  Gold  Min.  Co.  v.  W.  Va.  371,  55  S.  E.  377,  7  L.R.A. 
Ross,  20  Nev.  127,  18  Pac.  358,  19  A.   (N.S.)  370. 

S.  R.  337;  Cottrell  v.  Watkins,  89  Va.  1.  Banner  v.  Moolton,  138  V.  S. 
801,  17  S.  E.  328,  37  A.  S.  R.  897,  19  486,  U  S.  Ct  408,  34  V.  S.  (U  ed.) 
I*R.A.  754.  1032. 

17.  Eigleberger  v.  Kibler,  1  Hill  Eq.  2.  Wagner  t.  Law,  3  Wash.  500,  28 
<S.  C.)  113,  26  Am.  Dec.  192.  Pac.  1109,  29  Pac  927,  28  A.  S.  R.  56, 

18.  Burke  v.  Smith,  16  Wall.  890,  21  15  L.R.A.  784. 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  361. 
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MiseeUaneous  EquitabU  Proeeeding$ 

107.  Bills  of  Review.— Although  billa  of  review  are  not  strictly 
within  the  statute  of  limitations,  yet  courts  of  equity  will,  as  a  general 
rule,  adopt  the  analogy  of  t^e  statute  in  prescribing  the  time  within 
which  they  shall  be  brought.*  Thus  a  bill  of  review  is -barred  in 
Englcmd  after  twenty  years,  by  analogy  to  the  statute  10  and  11 
Wm.  III.,  which  barred  writs  of  error  after  that  period.*  The  courts 
of  equity  have  acted  on  the  same  principle  in  determining  the  time 
within  which  a  bill  of  review  will  be  allowed  and  have  adopted  the 
period  of  five  years,  which  has  been  taken  from  the  statutory  time 
within  which  appeals  are  allowable  in  equity  causes,  thus  creating 
an  analogy  between  the  two  remedies,  by  appeal  and  a  bill  of  review.^ 
The  same  analogy  has  elsewhwe  been  recognized  as  of  binding  force. 
Occasionally,  however,  the  statute  law  disposes  of  the  question  by 
fixing  expressly  the  time  within  which  a  bill  of  review  may  be 
brought* 

108.  Proceedings  for  Specific  Performance. — A  party  coming  to  a 
court  of  equity  for  specific  performance  must  show  that  there  are  equity 
and  good  conscience  in  support  of  his  claim  to  relief,  and  that  his 
application  is  made  within  reasonable  time,  in  view  of  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  tiie  case.'  Where  a  contract  is  not  barred  by  any  stat- 
ute of  limitations  and  has  been  acted  on  for  a  number  of  years  and 
not  repudiated  by  the  defendant  until  a  brief  time  before  suit  to 
enforce  it  is  instituted  in  equity,  a  court  of  chancery  will  not  deny 
relief  on  the  ground  of  laches  or  the  statute  of  limitations.  This 
principle  has  been  applied  in  proceedings  to  require  the  establish- 
mont  of  a  station  or  a  flag  station  at  a  certain  point  in  accordance 
with  an  agreement  to  that  effect.* 

109.  Suits  Affecting  Real  Estate. — The  doctrine  of  laches  is  applied 
in  equitable  proceedings  relating  to  real  estate  in  substantially  the 
same  manner  as  in  other  cases. •  A  court  of  equity  does  not  need 
to  rely  exclusively  on  the  statute  of  limitatioDs  in  such  suits  in 
chancery,  but  can  enforce  the  defense  of  laches  in  analogy  to  the 
statute.'*   Thus  in  proceedings  in  equity  to  enforce  the  rights  of 

5.  Thomas  v.  Broekenbrough,  10  oi'a  v.  Smith,  9  Tex.  129,  68  Am.  Dec. 
Wheat.  146,  6  U.  S.  (U  ed.)  287.       136 1  Collard  v.  Tattla,  4  Vt.  491,  24 

4.  Perkins    v.    Cartmcll,    4    Har.  Am.  Dec.  627. 

(Del.)  270,  ^  Am.  Dec.  753.  8.  Parrott  v.  Atlantic,  etc.,  R.  Co., 

6.  Thomas  v.  Broekenbrough,  10  165  N.  C  295,  81  S.  E.  348,  Ann.  Cas. 
Wheat.  146,  6  V.  8.  (L.  ed.)  287;  Per-  1915D  265. 

kins  V.  Cartmell,  4  Har.  (Del.)  270,  42  9.  Abraham  v.  Ordway,  158  tJ. 

Am.  Dec.  753.  416,  15  8.  Ct  894,  39  U.  S,  (U  ed.) 

6.  Baggs'  Appeal,  43  Pa.  St.  512,  82  1036. 

Am.  Dee.  583.  10.  Norris  v.  Haggin,  136  U.  S.  388, 

7.  Barbour  v.  Hickey,  2  App.  Cas.  10  S.  Ct.  942,  34  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  424. 
/D.  C.)  207,  24  L.RJL  763;  De  Cord- 
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a  municipality  under  a  dedication  of  a  public  square,  the  limitation 
law  Hxing  the  -period  for  corresponding  proceedings  at  law  may  be 
adopted  by  analogy. Generally  speaking,  when  a  person  has  been 
guilty  of  such  laches  in  prosecuting  his  equitable  title  as  would  bar 
him  if  his  title  were  solely  at  law,  he  will  be  barred  in  equity  by 
analogy  even  where  statutes  of  limitations  do  not  apply  to  equitable 
demands.^'  Since  at  law  to  make  the  statute  a  bar  ^ere  must  be 
adverse  possession,  so  by  analogy  courts  of  equity  will  deny  relief 
when  there  has  been  similar  adverse  possession.**  When  the  object 
of  a  suit  in  equity  is  to  do  what  could  be  done  at  law  in  recovering 
possession  of  real  estate,  a  court  of  equity  may  regard  laches  as 
equivalent  to  the  statute  of  limitations.'* 

110.  Contintting  Trespasses  and  Nuisances. — An  equitable  remedy 
to  restrain  continuous  trespasses  on  real  estate  is  not,  as  a  rule,  denied 
on  account  of  delay  ajad  laches  until  the  right  of  action  at  law  of 
the  plaintiff  has  become  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations.**  Thus 
it  has  been  held  that  laches  in  not  compelling  one  to  remove  tim- 
bers, which  he  inserted  in  a  wall  on  the  plaintiff's  land  by  the  oral 
license  of  plaintiff's  predecessor  in  interest,  will  not  prevent  the  plain- 
tiff from  maintaining  a  bill  in  equity  to  compel  such  removal,  if 
such  timbers  had  not  been  kept  in  their  position  a  sufficient  length 
of  time  to  create  a  prescriptive  right  to  have  them  continue  undis- 
turbed.*' Nevertheless  it  seems  to  be  clearly  established  that  an 
action  for  damages  resulting  from  a  nuisance  and  an  action  to  abate 
it  are  distinct  and  independent  remedies,  and  that  the  legislature 
may  enact  a  different  statute  of  limitation  for  each,  permitting  equi- 
table proceedings  for  the  removal  of  a  nuisance  after  the  right  to 
recover  damages  caused  thereby  has  abated.*'  A  court  of  equity 
may  also  dismiss  a  bill  on  the  general  principle  that  chancery  will 
not  inten'ene  where  the  plaintiff  has  long  tolerated  an  alleged  nui- 
sance, but  will  leave  him  to  establish  his  claim  at  law.*^ 

111.  Accountiiig  in  Equity^The  statute  of  limitations  is  a  bar 
to  a  bill  for  an  account  when  it  would  be  a  bar  to  an  action  of  account 
at  common  law  for  the  same  matter,  and  for  which  the  party  might 
have  had  his  action  of  account**  This  is  in  accord  with  the  rule 
that  where  courts  of  equity  have  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  courts 

11.  Pella  V.  Scholte,  24  la.  283,  95  L.R.A.  788. 

Am.  Dec.  729.  16.  Hodgkins   v.   Fairinglon,  150 

12.  Michoud  V.  Girod,  4  How.  603,  Mass.  19,  22  N.  B.  73, 15  A.  &.  R.  168, 
11  0.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1076.  6  L.R.A.  209. 

Note:  12  Am.  Dee.  371.  17.  Priebe  t.  Ames,  104  Minn.  419, 

13.  Coulson  V.  Walton,  9  Pet.  62,  9  116  N.  W.  829,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  206. 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  51.  18.  Whitmore  v.  Brown,  102  Me.  47, 

14.  Norris  V.  Ha^gin,  136  U.  S.  386,  65  Atl.  516,  120  A.  S.  R.  454,  9  L.R.A. 
10  S.  Ct.  P42,  34  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  424.     (N.S.)  868. 

15.  Galwav  v.  Metropolitan  El.  R.  19.  Kane  v.  Bloodgood,  7  JohnB.  Cfa. 
Co.,  128  N.  Y.  132,  28  N.  B  479,  13   (N.  Y.)  90, 11  Am.  Dec.  417. 
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of  law,  limitation  statutes  are  equally  obligatory  on  each  court.** 
It  may  therefore  be  stated  generally  that  where  there  is  a  statute  of 
limitations  applicable  to  suits  at  law  for  an  accounting  it  will  gen- 
erally be  adopted  by  courts  of  equity  in  proceedings  before  them 
for  a  like  purpose.^  But  in  matters  of  account  which  are  not  barred 
by  the  statute  of  limitations,  courts  of  equity  may  nevertheless  refuse 
to  interfere  after  considerable  laiwe  of  time,  from  considerations  of 
public  policy  and  from  the  difficulty  of  doing  entire  justice  when  the 
original  transactions  have  become  obscured  by  time  and  the  evidence 
lost* 


112.  Effect  of  Statutes  of  Limitations  on  Defenses! — The  general 
rule  is  that  statutes  of  limitation  are  not  applicable  to  defenses.' 
Thus  in  an  action  on  a  promissory  note,  where  the  defendant  sets 
up  in  defense  a  discharge  in  bankruptcy,  and  the  plaintiff  replies 
in  avoidance  of  such  discharge  that  the  money  for  which  the  note 
was  given  was  procured  by  fraud,  whereupon  the  defendant  rejoins 
that  the  fraud  complained  of  is  barred  by  limitation,  the  rejoinder 
is  bad,  as  it  directs  the  limitation  to  the  defense  and  not  to  the  cause 
of  action,  it  not  being  necessary  for  the  plaintiff  to  allege  or  prove 
the  fraud  except  to  avoid  the  defense, of  the  discharge  in  bankruptcy.* 
And  where  the  defendant  in  an  action  on  a  note  pleads  total  failure 
of  consideration,  and  alleges  a  parol  warranty  of  property  for  which 
the  note  was  given,  the  plaintiff  cannot  avoid  the  defense  by  insisting 
on  the  statute  of  limitations.^  It  should  be  noted,  however,  that 
ftie  rule  undw  consideration  applies  only  in  Uie  case  of  strict  defenses, 
and  has  no  application  to  and  does  not  govern  cases  of  set-off  or 
counterclaim.*  The  rule  under  consideration  should  not  be  con- 
fused with  the  principle  that  when  a  statute  of  limitations  has  run 
the  defense  of  the  statute  may  be  a  vested  right  which  cannot  there* 
after  be  impaired  by  the  statute  of  limitations.' 

20.  Stearns  v.  Page,  7  How.  SIS,  12      Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  608. 


2.  M'Knight  v.  Taylor,  1  How.  161,  Ann.  Cas.  929  and  note. 
11  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  86;  Godden  v.  Kim-      5.  Morrow  v.  Hanson,  9  Ga.  398,  54 
mell,  99  U.  S.  201,  25  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  Am.  Dec.  346. 


3.  Louisville  Banking  Co.  v.  Bu-  chanan,  117  Ky.  975,  80  8.  W.  193,  4 

chanan,  117  Ky.  975,  80  S.  W.  193,  4  Ann.  Cas.  929.    As  to  set-offs  and 

Ann.  Cas.  929  and  note ;  Aultman,  etc.,  counterclaims,  see  infra,  par.  113. 

Co,  V.  Meade,  121  Ky,  241,  89  S.  W.  7.  Lawrence  v.  Lonisville,  96  Ky. 

137,  123  A.  S.  R.  193;  Buty  v.  Gold-  595,  29  S.  W.  450,  49  A.  S.  R.  309,  27 

finch,  74  Wash.  532,  133  Pac,  1057,  L.R.A.  560.   As  to  the  defense  of  the 

Ann.  Cas.  1915A  604  and  note,  46  statute  being  a  vested  right,  see  sapra. 


VII.  Defknsbs,  Set-offs  aud  Counterclaims 


U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  928. 

1.  Note:  40  A.  S.  R.  574. 


4.  Lonisville  Blinking  Co.  v.  Bu- 
chanan, 117  Ky.  975,  80  S.  W.  193,  4 


431. 


6.  Louisville  Banking  Co.  v.  Bu- 


L.R.A.(N.S.)  1065. 


par.  15. 
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113.  Effect  on  Set-offs  and  Counterclaims. — counterclaim  of  a 

defendant  is  regarded  as  an  affirmative  action,  and  therefore,  unlike 
u  matter  of  pure  defense,  ia  subject  to  the  operation  of  the  statute 
of  limitations.*  The  statute  ^plies  as  well  to  a  sum  attempted  to 
be  set  off  as  to  one  on  which  an  action  is  to  be  brought.'  And  the 
general  rule  is  that  where  the  statute  of  limitations  may  be  success- 
fully set  up  against  a  claim  sought  to  be  enforced  in  an  action  of 
assumpsit^  it  may  also  be  set  up  against  the  same  claim  if  it  occur 
in  a  set-off,  and  it  makes  no  difference  whether  or  not  the  statute  is 
pleaded  by  the  plaintiff  in  reply  to  the  defendant's  plea  of  set-off.*" 
One  of  the  purposes  of  statutes  of  limitations  is  to  compel  claimants 
to  seek  enforcement  of  their  claims  promptly  and  this  object  would 
not  be  subserved  but  frustrated  if  the  possessor  of  a  disputed  claim 
might  remain  inactive  for  the  statutory  period  or  even  longer  and 
then  attempt  to  raforce  his  demand  in  whole  or  part  by  advancing 
it  as  an  offset  or  counterclaim.**  A  provision  that  the  time  during 
which  a  person  against  whom  a  claim  is  due  shall  not  reside  in  the 
state  shall  not  be  included  in  the  period  of  limitation  which  ia  appli- 
cable to  suits  on  claims  is  equally  applicable  to  a  defendant's  set-off 
and  counterclaim." 

114.  Applications  of  Principles. — It  seems  that  if  a  counterclaim 
or  set-off  is  not  barred  at  the  commencement  of  the  action  in  which 
it  is  pleaded,  it  does  not  become  so  afterward,  during  the  pendency 
of  that  action.**  The  right  of  set-off  has  reference  to  the  situation  of 
parties  at  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the  action ;  and  therefore  a 
demand  once  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations,  and  afterwards 
revived  by  a  new  promise,  cannot  be  pleaded,  at  law,  as  a  set-off 
in  an  action  commenced  during  the  existence  of  the  statutory  bar.** 
If  the  defendant  goes  to  trial  without  demanding  a  replication  to 
his  plea  of  set-off,  the  defense  to  the  set-off  is  unrestricted,  and  the 
plaintiff  may  avail  himself  of  the  statute  of  limitations  or  any  other 

8.  Stewart  v.  Simon,  111  Ark.  358,  10.  Woodland  Oil  Co.  v.  Byers,  223 
163  S.  W.  1135,  Ann.  Cas.  1916A  825;  Pa.  St  241,  72  Ati.  518,  132  A.  S.  E. 
Anitman,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Meade,  121  Ky.  737. 

241,  89  S.  W.  137,  123  A.  S.  R.  193;  11.  Van  Ness  v.  Kenyon,  208  N.  Y. 

Nolin  V.  BlackweU,  31  N.  J.  L.  170,  86  228,  101  N.  E.  881,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D 

Am.  Dec.  206;  Van  Ness  v.  Kenyon,  221. 

208  N.  Y.  228,  101  N.  E.  881,  Ann.  12.  Nolin  v.  Blackwell,  31  N.  J.  L. 

Cas.  1914D  221.  170,  86  Am.  Dec.  206;  Ruggles  v. 

9.  Peden  v.  Gavins,  134  Ind.  494,  34  Keeler,  3  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  263,  3  Am. 
N.  E.  7,  39  A.  S.  R.  276;  Nolin  v.  Dee.  482,  overruled  on  anq^er  point 
Blackwell,  31  N.  J.  L.  170,  86  Am.  by  Raymond  v.  Wlieeler,  0  Cow.  (N. 
Deo.  206;  Woodland  Oil  Co.  v.  Bvera,  Y.)  295. 

223  Pa.  St.  241,  72  AU.  518, 132  A.  S.  13.  Note:  3  A.  S.  R.  63. 

K.  737.  14.  Lee  T.  Lee,  31  Qa.  a6»  76  Am. 


Note:  3  A.  S.  R.  63. 


Dec.  681. 
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defense.**  Aud  the  rule  is  that  the  statute  of  limitations  does  not 
cease  to  run  against  the  offsets  of  the  defendant  until  the  time  tlie 
defendtmt  files  his  plea  of  set-o£P  in  tiie  case."  When  a  debtor  of  a 
decedent's  estate  seeks  to  utilize  a  counterclaim  in  offsetting  oud 
defeating  in  whole  or  part  a  valid  claim  existing  in  favor  of  the 
estate  against  him,  he  is  to  that  extent  pursuing  a  remedy  whereby 
he  enforces  payment  out  of  the  decedent's  property,  and  the  counter- 
claim or  set-off  is  subject  to  the  statute  of  limitations.'^ 

115.  View  that  Statutes  Bo  Not  Apply  to  Counterclaims.— The 
rule  that  the  statute  of  limitations  does  not  apply  to  defenses  has 
been  extended  by  some  courts  to  include  set-offs  and  counterclaims, 
which  have  been  hold  not  to  be  barred  by  the  statute  although  they 
would  be  barred  if  made  the  basis  of  an  affirmative  action.**  Thus 
it  has  been  held  that  in  an  action  for  breach  of  covenant  of  war- 
ranty in  a  deed,  notes  given  for  purchase  money  constitute  a  proper 
equitable  set-off,  which  may  be  pleaded  as  such,  although  the  notes, 
as  an  independent  cause  of  siction,  are  barred  by  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions.** It  seems  that  an  administrator  may  retain  the  amount  of 
a  claim  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations  owed  to  him  by  his  intestate, 
even  though  the  same  was  barred  at  the  death  of  his  intestate.'* 
And  although  a  claim  relied  on  by  a  stockholder  as  an  equitable  off- 
set to  his  statutory  liability  appears  prima  facie  to  be  barred  by  the 
statute  of  limitations  the  fact  does  not  deprive  him,  when  sued  to 
enforce  such  statutory  liability,  of  his  right  to  set  up  tbe  claim  as 
a  condition  affecting  his  alleged  liability  as  a  stockholder,  where  the 
action  is  to  enfon»  a  statutory  liability  provided  by  the  laws  of 
another  state,  since  in  such  case,  if  his  right  depends  on  the  prose- 
cution of  the  suit,  he  is  not  barred  by  the  lapse  of  time,  because  the 
statute  of  limitations  of  the  state  wherein  the  statutory  liability 
accrued  has  no  force  in  another  state  wherein  it  is  sought  to  enforce 
the  same,  and  the  statute  of  limitations  in  the  latter  state  does  not 
run  in  favor  of  a  foreign  corporation  which  cannot  be  sued  therein.* 
In  a  number  of  jurisdictions  there  is  a  statutory  provision  that  a 
counterclaim  may  be  pleaded  as  a  defense  to  any  cause  of  action 
notwithstanding  it  is  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations,  if  it  was 
the  property  of  tihe  party  pleading  it  at  the  time  it  became  barred, 
and  was  not  barred  at  the  time  the  claim  sued  on  originated.' 

IB.  Woodland  OU  Co.  v.  Byere,  223     18.  Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1915A  608. 
Pa.  St.  241,  72  Atl.  518,  132  A.  S.  R.     19.  Beechor  v.  Baldwin,  55  Conn. 
737.  419,  12  Aa  401,  3  A.  S.  R.  67  and 

16.  Boyd  V.  Beebe,  64  W.  Va.  216,  note. 

61  S.  E.  304,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  660.         20.  Baker  v.  Bash,  25  Qa.  594,  71 

17.  Van  Ness  v.  Kenyon,  208  N.  Y.  Am.  Dec.  193. 
228,  101  N.  E.  881,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D     1.  Note:  41  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1002. 


221  and  note. 


2.  Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1915A  608. 
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VIII.  When  Period  Commbnces  Gknbbally 


In  Qenend 

116.  Rule  Stated. — The  general  rule  is  that  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions begins  to  run  as  soon  as  the  right  of  action  has  accrued,'  and 
not  until  then.*  There  is,  however,  a  clear  and  wide  distinction 
between  the  creation  of  a  liability  and  the  accruing  of  a  cause  of 

S.  Amy  V.  Dubuque,  98  U.  S.  470,  430,  104  Pac.  641,  24  L.R.A,(N.S.) 
26  TJ.  S.  (L.  ed.)  228;  Swift,  etc.,  Co.  1082;  In  re  Hanlin,  133  Wis.  140, 113 
V.  United  States,  111  U.  S.  22,  4  S.  Ct.  N.  W.  411, 126  A.  S.  R.  938  and  note, 
244,  28  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  341;  Maytin  v.  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1189  and  note. 
Vela,  216  U.  S.  598,  30  S.  Ct.  439,  54  Notes:  65  Am.  Dec,  594;  55  A.  S. 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  632;  Aachen,  etc.,  Fire  R.  515;  1  L.R.A.{N.S.)  901. 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Morton,  156  Fed.  654,  84  4.  Manning  v.  Pippin,  86  Ala.  357, 
C.  C.  A.  366,  13  Am.  Cas.  692,  15  5  So.  572,  11  A.  S.  R.  46;  Kaufman  v. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  156;  Lattin  v.  Gillette,  Richardson,  142  Ala.  429,  37  So.  673, 
95  Cal.  317,  30  Pac.  545,  29  A.  S.  R.  110  A.  S.  R.  40,  4  Ann.  Cas.  168;  Fox 
115;  Homblower  v.  Georee  Washing-  v.  Tay,  89  Cal.  339,  24  Pac.  855,  26 
ton  University,  31  App.  Cas.  (D.  C.)  Pac.  897,  23  A.  S.  R.  474;  Eising  v. 
64.  14  Ann.  Cas.  696;  Atlanta,  etc.,  Andrews,  66  Conn.  58,  33  Atl,  585,  50 
R.  Co.  V.  McKinney,  124  Ga.  929,  53  A.  S.  R.  75  and  note;  Wabash  County 
R.  E.  701,  110  A.  S.  R.  215,  6  L.R.A.  v.  Pearson,  120  Ind.  426,  22  N.  K.  134, 
(N.S.)  436;  Woolverton  v.  Taylor,  132  16  A.  S.  R.  325;  Ft.  Wayne  v.  Ham- 
III.  197,  23  N.  E.  1007,  22  A.  S.  R.  521  ilton,  132  Ind.  487,  32  N.  E.  324,  32 
and  note;  Thomas  v.  White,  3  Litt.  A.  S.  R.  263;  Downham  v.  Holloway, 
(Ky.)  177,  14  Am.  Dec.  56;  Cochran  158  Ind.  626,  64  N.  E.  82,  92  A.  S.  R. 
V.  Walker,  82  Ky.  220,  56  Am.  Rep.  330;  Winchester,  etc.,  Turnpike  Co.  v. 
891;  Winchester,  etc.,  Turnpike  Co.  v.  WickUflEe,  100  Ky.  531,  38  S.  W.  866, 
Wickliffe,  100  Ky.  531,  38  S.  W.  866,  66  A.  S.  R.  356  and  note ;  Pieree  v. 
66  A.  S.  R.  356;  Phelps  v.  Brewer,  9  Perry,  189  Mass.  332,  75  N.  E.  734, 
Cush.  (Mass.)  390,  57  Am.  Dee.  56;  109  A.  S.  R.  637;  State  v.  Finn,  98 
Ganser  v.  Ganser,  83  Minn.  199,  86  N.  Mo.  532, 11  S.  W.  994, 14  A.  S.  R.  654 
W.  18,  85  A.  S.  R.  461  and  note;  Cen-  and  note;  Lincoln  v.  Lincoln  First 
tral  Trust  Co.  v.  Meridian  Light,  etc.,  Nat.  Bank,  67  Neb.  401,  93  N.  W.  698, 
Co.,  106  Miss.  431,  63  So.  575,  51  108  A.  S.  R.  690,  60  L.R.A.  923;  Boh- 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  151;  Sherrod  v.  Wood-  rer  v.  Davis,  94  Neb.  367,  143  N.  W. 
ard,  15  N.  C.  360,  25  Am.  Dec.  714;  209,  96  Neb.  474,  148  N.  W.  320,  Ann. 
Fee  T.  Fee,  10  Ohio  469,  36  Am.  Dec  Cas.  1915A  992;  Gihnore  v.  Ham,  142 
103  and  note;  Hamilton  v.  Hamilton,  N.  Y.  1,  36  N.  E.  826,  40  A.  S.  R.  554 
18  Pa.  St.  20,  55  Am.  Dec.  585  and  and  note;  Fee  v.  Pee,  10  Ohio  469,  36 
note;  Robinson  v.  Pittsburgh,  etc.,  R.  Am.  Dec.  103  and  note;  Keller  v. 
Co.,  32  Pa.  St.  334,  72  Am.  Dec.  792;  Rhoada,  39  Pa.  St.  513,  80  Am.  Dee. 
Hatina  v.  Holton,  78  Pa.  St.  334,  21  539;  Winters  v.  De  Turk,  133  Pa.  St. 
Am.  Rep.  20;  Woodland  Oil  Co.  v.  359,  19  Atl.  354,  7  L.R.A.  658  and 
Bvers,  223  Pa.  St.  241,  72  Atl.  518,  note;  Thomas  v.  Croft,  2  Rich.  L.  (S. 
132  A.  S.  R.  737  and  note;  Stephens  C.)  113,  44  Am.  Dec.  279  and  note; 
v.  Sherrod,  6  Tex.  294,  56  Am.  Dec.  Lincoln  t.  Purcell,  2  Head  (Tenn.) 
776;  Smith  v.  Fly,  24  Tex.  346,  76  Am.  143,  73  Am.  D«c.  196  and  note;  Good- 
Dec.  109  and  note;  Sweetser  v.  Fox,  loe  v.  Goedloe,  116  Tenn.  252,  92  S. 
43  Utah  40,  134  Pae.  699,  Ann.  Cas.  W.  767,  8  Ann.  Cas.  112,  6  L.R.A. 
1916C  620,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  145  and  (N.S.)  703;  Austin,  etc,  R.  Co.  t. 
note;  Toellner  t.  McGinnia,  66  Waah.  Andezson,  79  Tex.  427,  16  S.  W.  484, 
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action  thereon  *  It  may  be  stated  as  a  sound  general  proposition 
that  a  cause  of  action  accrues  the  moment  the  right  to  commence 
an  action  comes  into  existence ;  •  and,  conversely,  the  right  to  com- 
mence an  action  arises  the  moment  the  .  cause  of  action  accrues.' 
Whenever  it  is  in  the  power  of  a  person  to  enforce  his  demand,  his 
cause  of  action  has  accrued,  although  he  may,  by  law,  be  required 
to  make  a  demand  before  he  involves  the  opposing  party  in  a  bill 
of  coats.®  The  test  in  each  case  is,  in  the  absence  of  some  statute 
to  the  contrary,  whether  the  party  asserting  the  claim  is  entitled  to 
maintain  an  action  to  enforce  it.*  So,  in  this  connection,  it  has  been 
decided  that  the  statute  does  not  begin  to  run  upon  a  demand  until 
the  principal,  or  at  least  some  separate  and  distinct  portion  of  it, 
becomes  due  and  payable,  and  then  only  upon  that  portion;  the 
accruing  interest  from  year  to  year  is  not  tibus  separated  from  the 
principal  demand,  smd  hence  the  statute  does  not  run  upon  it  until 
the  principal  is  barred  by  the  statute.'*'  And  in  consbiiing  a  statute 
of  Hmitations,  it  must,  so  far  as  it  affects  rights  of  action  in  exist- 
ence when  the  statute  is  passed,  be  held,  in  the  absence  of  a  contrary 
provision,  to  begin  when  the  cause  of  action  is  first  subjeoted  to  its 
operation.'* 

117.  Application  of  Rule  in  Particular  Instances. — In  the  applica- 
tion of  the  general  rule  it  is  held  that  the  statute  of  limitations  begins 
to  run  from  maturity  of  a  debt  sought  to  be  recovered,  and  not  from 
the  date  whea  it  is  created.''  And  the  statute  does  not  run  against 

23  A.  S.  R.  350  and  note;  Crofoot  t.  W.  411, 126  A.  S.  R.  938  and  npte,  17 

Thatcher,  19  Utah  212,  57  Pac.  171,  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1189  and  note. 

76  A.  S.  B.  725;  Smith  t.  Bishop,  9     Note:  61  A.  S.  K.  764. 

Vt  110,  31  Am.  Dee.  607  and  note;     7.  Nebola  v.  Hinnesota  Iron  Co., 

Andrews  t.  Roanoke  Bldg.  Ass'n,  etc.,  102  Minn.  89,  112  N.  W.  880, 12  Ann. 

Co.,  98  Vs.  445,  36  S.  £.  531,  49  Cas.  56. 

L.R.A.  669;  Smith  t.  Seattle,  18  Wash.  8.  Winchester,  eto..  Turnpike  Co.  v. 
484,  61  Pac  1057,  63  A.  S.  R.  910  and  Wickliffe,  100  Ky.  531,  38  S.  W.  866, 
note;  Ott  r.  Boring,  131  Wis.  472, 110  66  A.  S.  R.  356  and  note.  See  infra, 
N.  W.  824,  m  N.  W.  833,  11  Ann.  par.  122,  as  to  necessity  of  demand. 
Caa.  857;  In  re  Hanlin,  133  Wis.  140,  9.  Sweetser  v.  Fox,  43  Utah  40, 134 
113  N.  W.  411,  126  A.  S.  R.  938  and  Pae.  599,  Ann.  Cas.  1916C  620^  47 
note,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1189;  State  v.  L.RA.(N.S.)  145;  In  re  Hanlin,  133 
Milwaukee,  158  Wis.  664,  149  N.  W.  Wis.  140,  113  N.  W.  4U,  126  A.  S.  R. 
579,  Ann.  Cas.  1916A  110.  938  and  note,  17  iaLA.(N.S.)  1189 

Notes:  97  Am.  Dee.  787;  17  A.  S.  and  note. 
R.  65;  40  A.  8.  R.  675;  86  A.  S.  R.     10.  Grafton  Bank  v.  Doe,  19  Vt. 
535.  463,  47  Am.  Dee.  697. 

6.  Hunt  T.  Ward,  99  GaL  612,  34  11.  In  re  Mosher,  24  Okla.  61,  102 
Pao.  335,  37  A.  S.  R.  87.  Pac.  705,  20  Ann.  Caa.  209,  24  L.R.A. 

6.  Nehola  v.  Minnesota  Iron  Co.,  (N.S.)  530. 
102  Minn.  89, 112  N.  W.  880, 12  Ann.     12.  Woolverton  v.  Taylor,  132  HI. 
Cas.  66;  MePherson  v.  Swifts  22  S.  D.  197,  23  N.  E.  1007,  22  A.  S.  R.  521 
165,  116  N.  W.  76,  133  A.  S.  R.  907;  and  note. 
In  re  Hanlin,  133  Wis.  140,  113  N. 
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a  right  to  contribution  until  after  payment  of  the  debt  or  judgment 
by  the  plaintiff,  or  of  more  than  his  proportionate  share,  as  no  cause 
of  action  accrues  till  then.'*  Again^  where  the  security  of  a  second 
mortgagee  is  impaired  by  the  removal  of  timber  from  tlie  mortgaged 
land,  there  is  held  to  be  a  present  injury  for  which  an  action  may 
be  at  once  maintained,  though  his  mortgage  has  not  matured,  and 
which  is  sufficient  to  put  in  operation  the  statute  of  limitation  against 
such  right'*  And  as  against  the  inchoate  dower  interest  of  a  wife 
in  her  husband's  real  estate,  contingent  upon  her  surviving  him, 
it  attaches  at  the  death  of  her  husband,  as  until  that  time  she  has 
no  estate  in  the  premises  and  no  right  to  bring  a  suit  for  their  recov- 
ery against  a  disseisor.**  And  a  decree  of  divorce  being  void  for 
want  of  legal  service  of  the  defendant  and  legal  verification  of  the 
petition,  the  statute  of  limitations  runs  against  a  woman  in  whose 
favor  such  decree  is  rendered  from  the  death  of  her  husband.**  So 
the  sisters  of  a  decedent,  who  are  entitled  to  any  part  of  their 
brother's  estate  which  his  widow  may  inherit  through  her  daughter, 
who  was  his  sole  heir,  are  declared  to  have  a  sufficient  interest,  upon 
the  death  of  the  daughter  intestate  and  without  descendants,  to  enable 
them  to  bring  an  action  to  set  aside  a  so-called  partition  of  their 
brother's  estate  between  the  widow  and  the  daughter,  so  as  to  start 
running  the  limitation  prescribed  for  rescissory  actions  and  actions 
for  nullity."  In  the  case  of  a  wrongful  attachment  an  action  for 
money  had  and  received  does  not  accrue  until  by  the  determination 
of  the  court  the  attachm^ot  bas  been  adjudged  invalid,  at  which 
time  the  statute  befpns  to  run.**  And  where  judgment  is  recovered 
against  a  stockholder  in  a  national  bank  for  an  assessment  under 
the  individual  liability  imposed  by  the  "national  banking  act"  the 
stockholder's  right  of  action  against  the  directors  of  tiie  bank  through 
whose  negligence  he  purchased  the  stock  assessed  is  held  not  to 
accrue  until  the  payment  of  such  judgment,  from  which  time  the 
statute  will  commence  to  nm.**  Again,  limitation  begins  to  run 
against  a  claim  for  money  lost  on  a  wager  from  the  time  the  money 
is  lost,  and  not  from  the  time  it  is  deposited  to  await  the  result,  under 
a  statute  providing  that  "any  person  who  has  paid  any  money  or 

13.  Stockwell  v.  Mtitnal  lite  Ina.  vol.  9,  p.  612. 

Co.,  140  Cal.  198,  73  Pae.  833,  98  A.      16.  Hinkle  v.  Lovelace,  204  Mo.  208, 
8.  R.  25  and  note;  Calmer  v.  Wilson,  102  S.  W.  1015,  120  A.  S.  R.  698,  11 
13  Utah  129,  44  Pae.  833,  67  A.  S.  B.  Ann.  Caa.  794,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  730. 
713.  17.  Maytin  v.  Vela,  216-  U.  S.  598, 

14.  Jenks  v.  Hart  Cedar,  etc.,  Co.,  30  S.  Ct.  439,  54  U.  S.  (L.  ed)  632. 
143  Micb.  449,  106  N.  W.  1119, 114  A.     18.  Pawnee  City  Firat  Nat.  Bank  v. 


15.  Thompson  v.  McCorkle,  136  Ind.  W.  622,  lU  A.  S.  R.  541. 
484,  34  N.  E.  813,  36  N.  E.  211,  43  A.  19.  Houston  v.  Thornton,  122  N 
S.  R.  334  and  note.  See  also  Adverse  365,  29  S.  E.  827,  65  A.  S.  B.  699. 
PosssssiON,  vol.  1,  p.  766;  Dower. 
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delivered  anything  of  value  lost  upon  any  game  or  wager  may  recover 
such  money,  thing,  or  its  value,  by  action  commenced  within  ninety 
daya  from  the  time  of  such  payment  or  delivery."  *•  Aa  against  a 
specific  lien  the  statute  will  not  commence  to  run  until  the  purchaser 
of  the  land  upon  which  the  lien  is  reserved  disclaims  the  lien,  and 
assumes  to  hold  adversely  to  it,  with  the  knowled^  of  the  party 
having  such  lien.^  And  it  does  not  commence  to  run  from  the 
date  of  tiie  execution  of  a  deed  by  an  insane  person  so  as  to  bar  an 
action,  on  his  death,  by  his  heirs  a^nst  the  grantor  for  partition 
and  to  quiet  title,  aa  it  requires  an  act  of  disaffirmance  to  render 
the  deed  a  nullity  and  until  it  is  disaffirmed  a  right  of  action  does 
not  accrue.' 

118.  Necessity  of  Person  Capable  of  Suing  or  Being  Sued. — ^Though 
there  is  nothing  in  the  statute  expressing  the  neceasity  of  there  being, 
at  the  time  of  the  accrual  of  the  cause  of  action,  some  person  or  persons 
capable  of  suing  or  being  sued  upon  the  claim  to  be  affected  by  the 
statute,  in  order  that  it  may  then  begin  to  run,  nevertheless  the  courts 
have  etsablished  this  as  a  prerequisite.  It  needs  no  express  t6rms  or 
implication  in  the  statute  to  establish  its  necessity  in  this  respect  The 
existence  of  a  person  or  persons  to  sue  or  be  sued  is  involved  in  the 
accrual  of  the  cause  of  action  "which  the  statute  prescribes  as  the  time 
of  its  commenc^ent,  for  unless  there  be  such  a  person,  a  cause  of 
action  cannot  accrue,*  and  the  statute  will  not  commence  to  run.* 
Therefore,  when  a  person  in  favor  of  or  against  whom  a  cause  of  action 
exists  dice  before  tiie  cause  of  action  accrues,  the  statute  will  not  begin 
to  run  before  an  administrator  of  his  estate  is  appointed ;  for  until  that 
time  there  is  no  one  to  sue  on  a  claim  in  favor  of  the  deceased,  or 
to  be  sued  on  a  claim  against  him,*  though  the  creditor  might  have 
petitioned  for,  and  procured,  such  appointment  if  the  next  of  kin 
unreasonably  neglected  to  do  so.*    So  a  cause  of  action  given  by 

20.  McGrev       dtj  Produce  Ex-     Note:  28  Am.  Dee.  468. 
change,  85  Tenn.  572,  4  S.  W.  38,  4     5.  Hibernis  6av.,  etc.,  Soe.  v.  Fam- 
A.  S.  R.  771.  hatn,  153  CaL  578,  96  Pac.  9,  126  A. 

1.  Lincobi  t.  Puicell,  2  Head  S.  R.  129  and  note;  Caitiger  v.  Whit- 
(Tenn.)  143,  73  Am.  Dee.  196  and  tington,  26  Mo.  311,  72  Am.  Dee.  212 
note.  and  note;  Davis  v.  Gtartt  6  N.  Y.  124, 

2.  Downham  t.  Holloway,  158  Ind.  65  Am.  Dee.  387;  Hoiles  v.  Rictdle,  74 
626,  64  N.  E.  82,  92  A.  S.  B.  330  and  Ohio  St.  173,  78  N.  E.  219,  113  A.  S. 
note.  R.  946  and  note;  Riner  v.  Riner,  166 

3.  Ruff  T.  BnU,  7  Har.  &  J.  (Md.)  Pa.  St.  617,  31  AtL  347,  45  A.  S.  R. 
14,  16  Am.  Deo.  290;  Gronna  v.  Oold-  693  and  note. 

ammer,  26  N.  D.  122,  143  N.  W.  394,  Notes:  28  Am.  Dee.  468;  6fi  Am. 
Ann.  Cas.  1916A  166.  Dee.  595. 

Note :  65  Am.  Dec  694.  See  Exboqtobs  Jlhv  AdhimIstba- 

4.  Wallace  r.  Swepston,  74  Aik.  tobs,  vol.  11,  p.  210  et  se^.,  as  to  stat- 
520,  86  S.  W.  398,  109  A.  S.  R.  94;  utes  of  limitationa  relatii^  to  deee- 
Oom.  V.  McGowan,  4  Bibb  (Ky.)  62,  dents'  estates. 


7  Am.  Deo.  737. 


6.  Hoiles  V.  Riddle,  74  Ohio  St.  173, 
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statute  to  an  executor  or  administrator  of  a  decedent  for  the  death 
of  the  latter,  when  caused  by  another's  negligence,  is  not  barred 
until  one  year  after  the  appointment  of  an  administrator,  when  the 
statute  limits  the  time  within  which  the  action  may  be  brought  to 
one  year  "after  the  cause  of  action  shall  have  arisen for  no  cause 
of  action  can  arise  or  wist  in  favor  of  an  administrator  until  he  comes 
into  existence  as  such.^  And  where  the  guardianship  relation  is 
cl<»ed  by  the  death  of  the  guardian,  or  the  revocation  of  his  letters, 
or  by  the  coming  of  age  of  his  ward,  and  the  probate  court  adjusts 
the  accouDta  and  establishes  the  amount  due  from  the  ^ardian,  a 
cause  of  action  accrues  at  once  without  any  further  order  of  court, 
though  there  is  no  one  capable  of  suing.  If  there  is  then  no  one 
who  can  lawfully  receive  the  amount  or  sue  for  its  recovery,  the 
cause  of  action  is  postponed,  and  the  limitation  does  not  begin  to  run 
until  there  is  some  one  capable  of  suing.*  Again,  when  one  receives 
money  belonging  to  the  estate  of  an  intestate  after  his  death,  and 
before  administration  granted,  the  statute  of  limitations  does  not  run 
from  the  date  of  receiving  the  money,  but  from  the  grant  of  admin- 
if^tration.*  Nor  does  the  statute  begin  to  run  in  favor  of  a  purchaser 
of  personalty  at  an  administrator's  sale,  made  under  a  void  order  of 
court,  until  the  appointment  of  a  succeeding  administrator.*'  And 
since  an  executor  de  son  tort  who  has  possessed  himself  of  the  dece- 
dent's personalty  may  be  sued  on  causes  of  action  existing  against 
the  decedent  and  accruing  after  his  death  as  soon  as  he  assumes  to 
act  as  such,  therefore  the  statute  begins  to  run  upon  such  causes  of 
action  from  the  time  of  his  assumption  to  act  as  executor.'^ 

119.  Time  Reckoned  from  Day  or  Date. — As  a  general  rule  when 
a  statute  requires  a  thing  to  be  done  within  a  certain  time  from 
or  after  a  prior  date,  and  deprives  the  party  of  a  right  for  omit- 
ting it,  the  most  liberal  construction  is  to  be  chosen,  and  the  fur^ 
theat  time  given  from  which  the  reckoning  is  to  be  made.  In  other 
words,  the  day  from  or  after  which  the  count  is  to  be  made  is 
to  be  excluded  in  computing  the  time  within  which  the  «ct  may 
be  done.**  For  most  purposes,  the  law  regards  the  day  as  an  individ- 
ual unit   It  is  only  w4ien  it  becomes  necessary  to  inquire  into  the 

78  N.  E.  219,  113  A.  S.  R.  946  and  10.  Wyatt  t.  Rambo,  29  Ala.  510, 

Dote.  68  Am.  Dec.  89  and  note. 

7.  Note:  65  Am.  Dee.  600.  11.  Note:  65  Am.  Dec.  599. 

8.  Wallace  v.  Swepston,  74  Art  12.  Smith  v.  Cassity,  9  B.  Mon. 
520,  86  S.  W.  398,  109  A.  S.  R.  94  (Ky.)  192,  48  Am.  Dec.  420  and  note, 
and  note.  See  Guardian  and  Ward,  overruled  in  Chiles  v.  Smith,  13  B. 
vol.  12,  p.  1166,  as  to  statutes  of  lim-  Mon.  (Ky.)  460;  Beinis  t.  Leonard, 
itation  in  actions  against  sureties  on  118  Mass.  502,  19  Am.  Rep.  470;  Mc- 
guardians*  bonds.  Culloch  v.  Hopper,  47  N.  J.  L.  189,  54 

9.  Riner  v.  Riner.  166  Pa.  St.  617,  Am.  Kep.  146;  Menges  v.  Frick,  73 
31  AU.  347,  45  A.  S.  R.  693  and  note.  Pa.  St.  137,  13  Am.  Bep.  731  and 
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order  of  sequence  of  two  or  more  events  occurring  on  the  same  day, 
for  the  purpose  of  detwinining  a  question  of  priority  of  ri^t,  or 
when  the  computation  includes  only  one  diqr  or  lees,  tiiat  departure 
from  this  rule  ia  permitted.^'  And,  while  the  earlier  decisions  in 
both  England  and  America  are  authority  for  the  doctrine  that  in 
computing  the  statutory  period  for  the  limitation  of  actions  the  day 
of  the  accrual  of  the  action  is  to  be  included,^*  the  later  cases  have 
generally  departed  from  this  view  and  it  now  seems  to  be  well  set- 
tled that  the  day  of  the  accrual  of  the  action  is  not  to  be  counted 
in  computing  the  limitation  against  the  action.'*  The  rule  applies 
in  actions  ex  delicto  as  well  as  in  actions  ex  contractu,'*  and  is  in 
force  in  some  jurisdictions  by  virtue  of  statutes."  So  in  comput- 
ing the  time  that  a  note  payable  at  a  future  day  has  to  run,  the  day  of 
the  date  is  excluded,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  time  when 
the  statute  of  limitations  attaches,'*  and  the  rule  is  the  same  where 
the  note  is  payable  at  a  bank,  so  that  an  action  mi^t  be  brought 
upon  it  after  business  hours  on  the  day  of  maturity.'*  But  the 
period  of  limitation  of  an  action  which  accrues  at  a  person's  major- 
ity begins  to  run  the  day  before  his  twenty-first  birthday.  That  day 
is  to  be  included  in  the  computation  of  the  time,  and  th^efore  a 
period  limited  by  years  will  expire  on  the  second  day  before  his 
birthday  anniversary.** 

120.  Computing  Time  from  an  Act  or  Event. — In  some  eases  a  dis- 
tinction has  been  made  between  computations  from  a  day  or  date 
and  computations  from  an  act  done  or  from  an  event,'  it  being  held 
that,  when  the  computation  is  to  be  from  an  act  done,  the  day  in 
which  the  act  is  done  must  be  included,  and  hence,  since  there  is  no 
fraction  of  a  day,  the  act  relates  to  the  first  moment  of  the  day  in 
which  it  was  done.  But  when  the  computation  is  to  be  from  the  day 
itself,  and  not  from  the  act  done,  then  the  day  in  which  the  act  was 

note;  Edmandson  v.  Wra^,  104  Pa.  16.  Kelly  t.  Independent  Pab.  Co., 

St.  500,  49  Am.  Rep.  590;  Boss  v.  45  Mont.  127,  122  Pac.  735,  Ann.  Cas. 

Morrow,  85  Tex.  172,  19  S.  W.  1090,  1913D  1063  and  note,  38  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

16  L.BA.  542  and  note.  1160. 

Notes:  2  L.R.A.  831;  11  L.R.A.  701.  17.  Note:  12  Ann.  Cas.  59. 

13.  Kelly  v.  Independent  Pub.  Co.,  18.  Blackman  v.  Nearing,  43  Conn. 

45  Mont.  127,  122  Fac.  735,  Ann.  Cas.  56,  21  Am.  Hep.  634;  Beeman  v.  Cook, 

1913D  1063,  38  L.E.A.(N.S.)  1160  and  48  Vt.  201,  21  Am.  Rep.  123. 


15.  Blackman  v.  Neariog,  43  Conn.     20.  Ross  t.  Morrow,  85  Tex.  172, 19 
66,  21  Am.  Rep.  634;  Nebola  v.  Min-  S.  W.  1090,  16  L.B.A.  542  and  note, 
nesota  Iron  Co.,  102  Minn.  89,  112  N.     1.  Seward       Hayden,  150  Mass. 
W.  880,  12  Ann.  Cas.  56  and  note;  158,  22  N.  E.  629, 15  A.  S.  B.  183,  5 
Beeman  v.  Cook,  48  Vt.  201,  21  Am.  L.BA.  84^ 
Rep.  123. 

Notes:  49  L.RA.  212;  12  Ann.  Gas. 
69. 

R.  C.  L.  Vol.  XVn.— 48.  753 


note. 


14.  Note:  12  Ann.  Cas.  58. 


19.  Blackman  v.  Nearing,  43  Conn. 
66,  21  Am.  Rep.  634. 
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done  must  be  excluded.'  However,  this  distinction  ia  said  not  to  rest 
upon  a  souud  principle,  and  to  be  no  longer  recognized  in  most 
jurisdictions.'  As  a  general  rule,  in  computing  time  under  statutes 
and  contracts  the  law  di^gards  fractions  of  a  day,  unless  on  account 
of  *lie  subject  matter,  or  for  other  importfint  reasons,  justice  requires 
that  they  should  be  regarded.  This  rule  is  now  generally  held  appli- 
cable to  computations  under  the  statute  of  limitations.  In  reckon- 
ing from  a  day  or  a  date,  the  rule  generally  adopted  excludes  the 
dav  from  which  the  reckoning  runs.  And  the  tendency  of  modern 
deci:jions  is  very  strongly  towards  the  adoption  of  a  general  rule 
which  excludes  the*  day  as  the  terminus  a  quo  whether  the  computa- 
tion is  from  a  day  or  date  or  from  an  act  done  or  from  an  event. 
But  this  rule  is  not  inflexible;  and  in  the  interpretation  of  a  statute 
or  contract,  it  yields  to  a  manifest  purpose  or  intention  in  conflict 
with  it.  In  ordinary  cases  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be 
held  applicable  to  the  statute  of  limitations,  as  well  as  to  other  stat- 
utes.* The  theory  of  excluding  the  day  is  by  treating  it  as  a  sort 
of  indivisible  point  of  time  only  and  regarding  any  act  done  in 
the  compass  of  it  as  no  more  referable  to  any  one  than  to  any 
other  portion  of  it.  The  act  and  the  day  are  considered  as  coexten- 
sive, with  the  result  that  the  act  cannot  properly  be  said  to  be  passed 
until  the  day  is  passed,  and  therefore  the  day  should  be  excluded.' 
Another  conservative  principle  which  should  affect  the  determination 
of  the  question  is  that  the  computation  of  time  should  be  so  made 
as  to  protect  a  right  and  prevent  a  forfeiture,  if  this  can  be  done 
without  violating  a  dear  intention  or  a  positive  provision.'  So  in 
the  case  of  a  judgment  the  question  whether  the  day  when  it  was 

2.  Qeneva  Cooperage  Co.  v.  Brown,  overruled  in  Chiles  t.  Smith,  13  B. 
124  Ky.  16,  98  S.  W.  379,  124  A.  S.  Mod.  (Ky.)  460;  Bemis  v.  Leonard, 
R.  388  and  note;  Warren  v.  Slade,  23  118  Mass.  502,  19  Am.  Rep.  470;  Sew- 
Mich.  1,  9  Am.  Rep.  70;  McCulloch  v.  ard  v.  Hayden,  150  Mass.  158,  22  N. 
Hopper,  47  N.  J.  L.  180,  64  Am.  Rep.  E.  629,  15  A.  S.  R.  183,  5  L.R.A.  844 
146.  and  note;  Kelly  v.  Independent  Pub. 

3.  Seward  v.  Hayden,  150  Mass.  Co.,  45  Mont.  127,  122  Pae.  735,  Ann. 
158,  22  N.  E.  629,  15  A.  S.  B.  183,  5  Cas.  1913D  1063,  38  UR.A.(N.S.) 
L.R.A.  844;  Warren  v.  Slade,  23  Mich.  1160  and  note;  McCulloch  v.  Hopper, 
1,  9  Am.  Rep.  70;  McCulloch  v.  Hop-  47  N.  J.  L.  189,  54  Am.  Rep.  146  and 
per,  47  N.  J.  L.  189,  54  Am.  Rep.  146  note;  Menges  v.  Frick,  73  Pa.  St.  137, 
and  note.  13  Am.  Rep.  731  and  note;  Edmund- 
Note  :  11  L.R.A.  701.  son  v,  Wragg,  104  Pa.  St.  600,  49  Am. 

4.  Owen  v.  Slatter,  26  Ala.  547,  62  Rep.  590. 

\m.  Dec.  745  and  note;  Weeks  v.  Notes:  2  L.R.A.  831;  49  L.B.A.  212; 

Hull,  19  Conn.  376,  50  Am.  Dec.  249  12  Ann.  Cas.  60. 

and  note;  Blackman  v.  Nearing,  43  6.  Warren  v.  Slade,  23  Mich.  1,  9 

Conn.  56,  21  Am.  Rep.  634;  Teneher  Am.  Rep.  70. 

V.  Hiatt,  23  la.  527,  92  Am.  Dec.  440  6.  Weeks  v.  Hnll,  19  Conn,  376,  60 

and  note;  Smith  v.  Cassity,  9  B.  Mon.  Am.  Dec.  249.. 

(Ky.)  192,  48  Am.  Dec.  420  and  note,  Note:  11  L.R.A.  701. 
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entered  is  to  be  included  has  been  the  subject  of  considerable  dis- 
cussion in  the  courts  and  productive  of  discordant  conclusions.^  In 

this  connection,  however,  the  day  of  entry  has  been  excluded  under 
a  statute  providing  that  every  action  on  a  judgment  shall  be  brought 
within  ten  years  next  after  the  judgment  was  entered,  and  not  after- 
ward.^ Similarly  in  computing  the  limitation  period  for  bringing 
an  action  for  libel,  the  day  of  publication  is  excluded,  where  the 
statute  provides  that  the  time  within  which  eji  act  provided  by  law 
is  to  be  done  is  computed  by  excluding  the  first  day.*  And  in  com- 
puting the  period,  where  an  action  has  been  brought  to  recover  dam- 
ages for  the  death  of  a  person,  the  day  a  quo  has  been  excluded.'** 
But  in  another  jurisdiction,  under  a  statute  providing  that  an  action 
for  personal  injury  shall  be  commenced  within  a  certain  time  after 
the  accrual  of  th&  cause  of  action,  in  computing  the  time  wi^in 
which  the  action  must  be  commenced,  the  day  of  the  injury  was 
included.  Here  the  computation  was  made  upon  the  doctrine  of 
being  from  an  act  done,  namely,  the  injury  to  the  person,  and  con- 
sequently the  day  on  which  the  injury  was  done  was  intruded.  It 
was  also  held  in  this  case  that  where  the  last  day  of  that  period  ffllls 
on  Sunday,  that  day  is  included,  and  the  time  within  which  the 
action  may  be  brought  cannot  be  extended  to  the  following  day.'^ 
And  in  computing  the  time  within  which  an  execution  may  issue, 
it  has  been  held  that  the  first  day  should  be  counted,  unless  there 
is  a  statute  prescribing  otiierwise.** 

12t.  Conditions  Precedent  to  Accrual  of  Right. — Where  some  con- 
dition precedent  to  the  right  of  action  exists,  whether  it  be  a  demand 
and  refusal  or  some  other  act  or  contingency,  the  cause  of  action 
does  not  accrue,  nor  the  statute  begin  to  run,  until  that  condition 
is  performed.^*  Thus  if  a  debt  is  not  absolutely  or  presently  due, 
but  either  the  obligation  to  pay  or  the  time  of  payment  is  contin- 

7.  Warren  t.  Slade,  23  Hidb.  1,  9  N.  Y.  54,  57  N.  E.  168,  79  A.  S.  R. 

Am.  Rep.  70.  565. 

8.  Warren  v.  Slade,  23  Uieh.  1,  9     13.  Henley  t.  Myers,  76  Kan.  723, 


9.  Kelly  v.  Independent  Pub.  Co.,  779;  Cromwell  v.  Norton,  193  Mass. 
45  Mont.  127, 122  Fae.  735,  Ann.  Cas.  291,  79  N.  E.  433,  118  A.  S.  R. 
1913D  1063,  38  LJLA.(N.S.)  1160  499;  Swearingen  v.  Sewickley  Dairy 


10.  Rady  v.  New  Orleans  Fire  Ins.  L.R.A.  471;  Cook  v.  Carpenter,  212 
«  Patrol,  126  La.  273,  52  So.  491,  139  Pa.  St.  165,  61  AtL  799,  108  A  S.  R. 

A.  S.  R.  511.  854,  4  Ann.  Cas.  723  and  note,  1 

11.  Genera  Cooperage  Co.  V.  Brown,  L.R.A.(N.S.)  900  and  note;  Ott  t. 
124  Ky.  16,  98  S.  W.  279,  124  A.  S.  Boring,  131  Wis.  472,  110  N,  W.  824, 
R.  388  and  note.  Compare  Edmund-  111  N.  W.  833,  11  Ann.  Gas.  857. 
son  V.  Wragg,  104  Pa.  St  600,  49  Am.  See  infra,  par.  122,  as  to  demand  of 
Bep.  690.  performanoe  in  case  q£  a  tontneL 

18.  Anltman,  ete.,  Ca.  t.  Syme,  163 


Am.  Rep.  70. 


93  Pac.  168,  173,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


and  note. 


Co.,  198  Pa.  St.  68,  47  AtL  941,  53 
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gent  on  the  performance  of  some  act,  the  happening  of  gome  event 
or  the  lapse  of  a  specified  period  of  time,  then  the  happening  of 
the  event  is  a  condition  precedent  to  the  present  obligation  to  pay, 
and  the  debtor  is  90t  in  default  nor  the  (O'editor  entitled  to  call 
for  performance  until  the  condition  is  fulfilled  and  the  statute  cannot 
begin  to  run  until  that  time.'^  But  when  some  preHminary  action 
is  an  essential  prerequisite  to  the  bringing  of  a  suit,  and  mch  action 
rests  with  the  claimant,  he  cannot  defeat  the  operation  of  the  statute 
of  limitations  by  a  failure  to  act  or  by  long  and  unnecessary  delay  in 
taking  the  antecedent  step.'^  It  is  not  the  policy  of  the  law  to  per- 
mit a  party  against  whom  the  statute  runs  to  defeat  its  operation 
by  neglecting  to  do  an  act  which  devolves  upon  him  in  order  to 
perfect  his  remedy  t^ainst  another.  If  this  were  so,  a  party  would 
have  it  in  his  own  power  to  defeat  the  purpose  of  the  statute  in  all 
cases  of  this  character.'*  If,  howevw,  a  liability  exists  which  is  not 
absolute,  and  there  is  no  way  by  which  it  can  be  determined  whether 
it  will  ever  assume  that  character,  it  is  held  to  be  contingent  and 
not  affected  by  the  statutes  of  nonclaim  regarding  the  filing  of  claims 
against  the  estates  of  deceased  persons.' ' 

'  122.  Necessity  of  Demand. — ^Although  the  rule  varies  in  different 
jurisdictions  as  to  when  the  statute  begins  to  run  in  the  case  of  an 
obligation  payable  on  demand,^^  the  general  rule  seems  to  be  that 
where  by  the  ctmtract  of  the  parties,  express  or  implied,  the  money 
or  debt  which  is  the  subject  matter  thereof  is  payable  only  upon 
demand  in  fact,  the  statute  of  limitations  does  not  begin  to  run  until 
an  actual  demand  for  the  payment  is  made.'*   And  it  is  necessary 

U.  Cook  T.  Carpenter,  212  Pa.  St.  County  v.  Preseott,  19  Wa^.  418,  53 

165,  61  Atl.  799,  108  A.  S.  B.  854,  4  Pac  661,  07  A.  S.  R  733  and  note; 

Ann.  Cas.  723  and  note,  1  LJt.A.  Bennett  v.  Thome,  36  Wash.  263,  78 

(N.S.)  900  and  note.  Pac.  936,  68  L.R.A.  113;  Brooks  v. 

16.  Barnes  t.  Glide,  117  Cal.  1,  48  Trustee  Co.,  76  Wash.  589,  136  Pac 

Pae.  804,  69  A.  S.  R.  153  and  note;  U62,  50  LJt.A.(N.S.)  594. 

Reizenstein  v.  Marquardt,  75  la,  294,  Notes:  72  Am.  Dee.  773  :  67  A.  S. 

39  N.  W.  294, 9  A.  8.  R.  477  and  note,  B.  739. 

1  L.R.A.  318;   CoUman  v.  United  16.  Barnes  t.  Glide,  117  Cal.  1,  48 

States  Equitable  life  Assor.  Soe.,  133  Pae.  804,  69  A  S.  B.  153  and  note; 

la.  177,  UO  N.  W.  444,  8  L..R.A.  Brooks  v.  Tmstee  Co.,  76  Wash.  589, 

(N.S.)  1019;  Atchison,  etc.,  B.  Co.  t.  136  Pac.  1162,  50  LJt.A(N.S.)  &M. 

Bnrlingame  Tp.,  36  Kan.  628,  14  Pae.  17.  South  Milwaukee  Co.  v.  Knr- 

271,  59  Am.  Rep.  678;  Knlp  t.  Kulp,  phy,  112  Wis.  614,  88  N.  W.  683,  6S 

51  Kan.  341,  32  Pae.  1118,  21  L.R.A.  L.R.A.  82  and  note. 

550;  West  v.  Topeka  Sav.  Bank,  66  18.  Note:  136  A.  6.  R.  489. 

Kan.  524, 72  Pac.  252,  97  A.  S.  R.  385,  19.  Long  t.  Straus,  107  Ind.  94,  6 

63  L.RJL.  137:  Winchester,  etc.,  Turn-  N.  E.  123,  7  N.  E.  763,  57  Am.  Rep. 

pike  Go.  V.  Wiekliile,  100  Ky.  531,  38  87  and  note;  Reizenstein  v.  Maiv 

S.  W.  866,  66  A.  S.  R.  356;  Palmer  qnu^t,  75  la.  294,  39  N.  W.  606,  9 

V.  Palmer,  36  Hich.  487,  24  Am.  Rep.  A.  8.  R.  477,  1  L.B.A.  318  and  note: 

605;  Oleson  t.  Wilson,  20  Mont.  544,  Wurth  v.  Padueah,  116  Ky.  403,  76 

52  Pae.  372,  63  A.  S.  R.  639;  Spokane  S.  W.  143, 105  A.  8.  B.  225  and  note: 
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in  these  co^es  that  it  should  be  made  within  a  leasonable  Ume,^ 
which,  although  not  settled  by  any  precise  rule  and  dependent  to 
some  extent  on  oircumstancee,^  is  ordinarily  regarded  as  the  period 
designated  by  the  statute,'  after  which  period  demand  may  be  pre- 
sumed.* But  where  no  time  is  set  for  the  payment  of  a  debt  it 
has  been  held  to  be  payable  on  demand  and  the  statute  of  limitations 
begins  to  run  against  it  immediately,  and  a  demand  is  not  necessary 
to  secure  that  result.*  So  when  money  is  lent,  and  there  ia  no 
agreement  as  to  the  time  of  repaym^t,  the  amount  lent  is  in  law 
due  immediately  and  the  statute  of  limitations  begins  to  run  at  once 
in  favor  of  the  borrower,*  as  is  also  the  case  where  it  is  payable  on 
demand.'  And  the  same  view  has  been  taken  where  money  is  loaned 
"to  be  paid  when  called  for."  ^   But  where  by  the  terms  of  the  loan 

Rhind  t.  Hyndman,  54  Md.  527,  39  A.  S.  R.  403  and  note;  Oleson  v.  Wil- 

Am.  Rep.  402;  Fallon  t.  Fallon,  110  son,  20  Mont.  544,  52  Pac  372,  63  A. 

Minn.  213, 124  N.  W.  994, 136  A.  S.  R.  S.  R.  639;  Pittsburgh,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v. 

464  and  note,  32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  486  and  Byera,  32  Pa.  St.  22,  72  Am.  Dee.  770 

note;  Oleson  v.  Wilson,  20  Mont.  544,  and  note. 

52  Pac.  372,  63  A.  S.  R.  639  and  note;  Note:  67  A.  S.  R.  739. 

Pittsburgh,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Byers,  32  1.  Pittsburgh,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Byers, 

Pa.  St.  22,  72  Am.  Dec.  770  and  note;  32  Pa.  St  22,  72  Am.  Dec.  770  and 

Swearingen  v.  Sewickley  Dairy  Co.,  note. 

198  Pa.  St.  68,  47  Atl.  941,  53  L.R.A.  2.  Reizenstein  v.  Marquardt,  75  la. 

471;  Cook  v.  Carpenter,  212  Pa.  St.  294,  39  N.  W.  506,  9  A.  S.  R.  477  and 

a65,  61  Atl  799,  108  A.  S.  R.  854,  4  note,  1  L.R.A.  318;  Kraft  v.  Thomas, 

Ann.  Cas.  723  and  note,  1  L.R.A.  123  Ind.  513,  24  N.  E.  346,  18  A.  S. 

(N.S.)  900  and  note;  Wright  v.  Ham-  R.  345  and  note;  West  v.  Topeka  Sav. 

ilton,  2  Bailey  L.  (S.  C.)  51,  21  Am.  Bank,  66  Kan.  524,  72  Pac.  252,  97  A. 

Dec.  513;  Sherrod  v.  Woodard,  15  N.  S.  R.  385,  63  L.R.A.  137;  Palmer  v. 

C.  360,  25  Am.  Dec.  714;  CoUard  v.  Palmer,  36  Mich.  487,  24  Am.  Rep. 

Tuttle,  4  Vt.  491,  24  Am.  Dec.  627;  Ott  605;  Fallon  v.  Fallon,  110  Minn.  213, 

V.  Boring,  131  Wis.  472,  110  N.  W.  124  N.  W.  994,  136  A.  S.  R.  464  and 

824,  111  N,  W.  833,  11  Ann.  Cas.  857.  note,  32  L.R.A.{N.S.)  486;  Landis  v. 

Compare  Stnrdivant  v.  McCorley,  83  Saxton,  105  Mo.  486,  16  S.  W.  912,  24 

Ark.  278,  103  8.  W.  732,  11  I1.R.A.  A.  S.  R.  403  and  note;  Oleson  v.  Wil- 

(N.S.)  825.  son,  20  Mont.  544,  52  Pac.  372,  63  A. 

Notes:  28  Am.  Dec.  468;  136  A.  S.  S.  R.  639;  Pittsburg,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v. 

R.  488.  Byers,  32  Pa,  St.  22,  72  Am.  Dee.  770 

But  see  infra,  par.  136,  aa  to  paper  and  note, 

payable  on  demand.  3.  Hamilton     Hamilton,  18  Pa.  St. 

20.  Kraft  v.  Thomas,  123  Ind.  513,  20,  55  Am.  Dec  585  and  note;  Collard 

24  N.  E.  346, 18  A.  S.  R.  345  and  note;  v.  Tuttle,  4  Vt.  491,  24  Am.  Dec.  627. 

Atchison,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Burlingamo  4.  Sturdivant  v.  McCorley,  83  Ark. 

Tp.,  36  Kan.  628,  14  Pac.  271,  59  Am.  278,  103  8.  W.  732,  11  L.R^.(N.S.) 

Rep.  578;  West  v.  Topeka  Sav.  Bank,  825. 

66  Kan.  524,  72  Pac.  252,  97  A.  S.  R.  5.  Teasley  v.  Bradley,  110  Ga.  497, 

385,  63  L.R.A.  137;  Pahner  v.  Palmer,  35  S.  E.  782,  78  A.  S.  R.  113  and  note. 

36  Mich.  487,  24  Am.  Rep.  605;  Fall-  Note:  136  A.  S.  R.  473. 

on  V.  Fallon,  110  Minn.  213,  124  N.  6.  Note:  1  LJl.A.  319. 

W.  994,  136  A.  S.  R.  464  and  note,  32  7.  Ware  v.  Hewey,  67  He.  391,  99 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  486  and  note;  Landis  v.  Am.  Dee.  780  and  not*. 
Saxton,  105  Mo.  486,  16  S.  W.  912,  24 
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the  money  is  repayable  only  on  demand,  the  making  of  a  demand  is 
necessary.^  And  where  the  parties  contemplated  a  delay  in  making 
the  demand  to  some  indefinite  time  in  the  future,  the  statutory  period 
for  bringing  the  action  has  been  held  not  to  be  controlling  as  to  the 
question  of  reasonable  time  •  And  where  the  performance  of  a  joint 
contract,  not  of  a  partnership,  nor  a- negotiable  instrument,  depends 
on  demand,  a  demand  on  one  of  the  oontractois  is  sufficient  and 
the  cause  of  action  accrues  on  demand,  from  which  time  the  statute 
begins  to  run.^* 

123.  Equitable  Suits  Generally. — ^Where  a  vendee  is  in  possession 
of  land  under  an  executory  contract  it  has  been  held  that  the  statute 
does  not  run  against  his  right  to  enforce  specific  performance,  so 
long  as  he  remains  in  possession  with  the  acquiescence  of  the  vendor. 
In  such  a  case  there  has  been  declared  to  be  a  trust  created  in  the 
nature  of  a  continuing  one,  the  conveyance  from  the  trustee  to  the 
cestui  que  trust  being  but  the  execution  of  the  trust,  both  parties 
having  the  same  title,  and  not  holding  adversely  so  long  as  the  rights 
of  neith^  are  denied.^^  As  a  defense  to  a  suit  brought  to  enforce 
a  contract  to  convey  land  bought  at  a  public  sale  or  to  pay  over 
the  amount  received  at  its  redemption,  it  has  been  held  that  the 
statute  does  not  begin  to  run  until  a  demand  though  after  a  great 
length  of  time  a  demand  may  be  presumed.^'  As  against  a  defend- 
ant in  ejectment  in  possession  of  land  excepted  out  of  a  sale  by 
the  sheriflF  under  execution,  it  has  been  held  that  it  does  not  begin" 
to  run  so  as  to  bar  his  right  to  the  relief  of  having  the  sheriff's  deed 
reformed  so  as  to  show  that  such  land  had  been  so  excepted  until 
the  suit  is  commenced.*' 

124.  Mistake. — Where  a  mistake  in  paying  moneys  is  to  be  cor- 
rected by  a  court  of  equity,  it  is  held  that  the  statute  does  not  begin 
to  run  until  the  time  when  the  mistake  is  discovered,  or,  at  any 
rate,  until  the  time  when,  by  the  use  of  due  diligence,  it  ought  to 
have  been  discovered,'*  much  the  same  rule  being  applied  as  in  the 
case  of  fraud. 1'  And  where  there  is  mutual  and  innocent  mistake 
on  the  part  of  both  vendor  and  vendee  as  to  the  quantity  of  land 

8.  Note:  136  A.  S.  R.  473.  13.  Bartlett  v.  Judd,  21  N.  Y.  200, 

9.  Fallon  v.  FaUon,  110  Minn.  213,  78  Am.  Dec.  131. 

124  N.  W.  994,  136  A.  S.  R.  464  and  14.  Gould  v.  Emerson,  160  Mass. 
note,  32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  486  and  note.      438,  35  N.  E.  1065,  39  A.  S.  R.  501  and 

10.  Rhind  v.  Hyndman,  54  Md.  527,  note;  Smith  v.  Fry,  24  Tex.  345,  76 
39  Am.  Rep.  402.  Am.  Dec.  109  and  note. 

11.  Love  V.  Watkins,  40  Cal.  547,  6  15.  Smith  v.  Fry,  24  Tex.  345,  7ft 
Am.  Rep.  624.  See  also  Specific  Per-  Am,  Dec.  109. 

tormance;  Vendor  and  Pubchaser.     Note:  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1196. 

12.  Collard  v.  Tuttle,  4  Vt.  491,  24  See  infra,  par.  213  et  aeq.,  as  t» 
Am.  Dec.  627.   See  also  Rbforuation  fraud. 

OF  Instsuuents. 
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named  in  a  deed,  it  has  been  held  that  the  statute  begins  to  run 
against  the  vendee  from  the  discovery  of  the  mistake,  and  not  from 
the  date  of  the  deed.'*  Where,  however,  an  action  is  instituted  in  a 
court  of  law,  when  money  is  paid  by  mutual  mistake,  in  the  absence 
of  any  fraudulent  concealment,  it  has  been  held  Uiat  the  statute 
begins  to  run  from  the  timd  of  payment,  unless  it  expressly  provides 
tu  the  contrary.'^  So  it  was  held  to  attfuih  at  the  date  of  payment, 
against  the  right  to  recover  back  money  paid  for  lands  at  a  tax  sale, 
ffhich  was  void  because  resulting  from  a  double  assessment,  in  the 
absence  of  fraud  or  concealment.**  And  where  an  i^minislrator 
\iade  a  voluntary  payment  out  of  his  trust  funds  to  a  person  entitled 
to  a  payment  as  distributee,  and  by  mistake  paid  more  than  such 
person's  share,  the  statute  was  held  to  commence  to  run  from  the 
time  of  such  payment.**  But  where  a  statute  provides  that  actions 
for  redress  on  the  ground  of  mistake  shall  not  be  deemed  to  accrue 
until  the  mistake  is  discovered,  it  has  been  decided  that  the  statute 
begins  to  run  against  the  right  to  recover  money  paid  a  second  time 
through  mistake  from  the  time  when  the  mistake  should  in  the 
exercise  of  reasonable  diligence  have  been  discovered.** 


125.  General  Rules.^ — ^The  general  rule  is  that  a  ri^t  of  action 

does  not  accrue  upon  a  contract  until  it  is  executed,  or  payment  there- 
under becomes  due  by  its  terms,  and  the  statute  of  limitations  does 
not  commence  to  run  until  that  event  happens.  The  right  to  bring 
an  action  previous  thereto  is  exceptional,  and  is  only  permitted  in 
cases  of  a  breach  of  a  contract  by  one  of  the  parties  which  permits 
the  aggrieved  party  at  his  option  to  maintain  an  action  for  such 
breach,  and  recover  the  damages  he  has  suffered  on  account  thereof.* 
In  the  latter  case  a  cause  of  action  on  a  contract  accrues  when  the 
contract  is  violated,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  controlling  provision 
in  the  statute,  the  period  of  limitation  commences  to  run  from  that 
date.*   The  rule  that  a  cause  of  action  arises  once  for  all  upon  the 

16.  Emerson  t.  Navarro,  31  Tex.  N.  W.  184,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1191  and 
334,  98  Am.  Dec.  534  and  note.  note. 

17.  Montgomery's  Appeal,  92  Pa.  1.  Ga  Nua  v.  Palmer,  202  N.  Y.  483, 
St.  202,  37  Am.  Rep.  670;  Clapp  v.  96  N.  E.  99,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  922. 
Pine^ove  Tp.,  138  Pa.  St.  35,  20  Atl.  2.  Wilcox  v.  Plummer,  4  Pet.  172,  7 
836,  12  L.R.A.  618;  Smith  v.  Fly,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  821;  Aachen,  etc.,  Fire 
Tex.  345,  76  Am.  Doc.  109.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Morton,  156  Fed.  6u4,  84  C. 

Note:  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1191.  C.  A.  366,  13  Ann.  Cas.  692  and  note, 

18.  Clapp  V.  Pinegrove  Tp.,  138  Pa.  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  156  and  note;  Lattin 
St.  35,  20  Atl.  836,  12  L.R.A.  618.  v.  Gillette,  95  Cal.  317,  30  Pac.  545, 

19.  Montgomery's  Appeal,  92  Pa.  29  A.  S.  R.  115;  Atlanta,  etc..  R.  Co.  v. 
St.  202,  37  Am.  Rep.  670.  McKinney,  124  Ga.  029,  53  S.  E.  701, 

20.  West  V.  Fry,  134  la.  675,  112  110  A.  S.  R.  215,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  430: 
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first  default  is,  however,  not  univei^;  for,  in  cases  where  a  man 
undertakes  to  do  w  act  upon  a  future  day,  and  before  the  day 
arrives  disables  himself  from  performing  the  act,  or  positively  and 
absolutely  refuses  to  be  bound  by  or  perform  his  contract,  and,  so 
to  apeak^  declares  off  the  bargain  himself,  and  absolves  the  opposite 
party,  it  ia  in  the  (^tion  of  such  party  at  his  election  to  treat  that 
conduct  as  of  itself  a  violation  and  breach  of  the  contract,  or  to 
insist  upon  holding  the  repudiating  .party  liable,  and  sue  him  for 
nonperformance  when  the  day  arrives.'  Thus  under  a  contract  to 
care  for  a  person  for  Ufa  for  a  stated  sum  the  contractor  ia  not  bound 
upon  the  promisor's  leaving  his  care,  under  circumstances  amounting 
to  a  breach  of  the  contract,  to  sue  for  the  whole  amount  at  once, 
but  he  may  wait  until  the  death  of  the  promisor,  so  that  the  statute 
of  limitations  will  not  begin  to  run  until  that  time>  But  it  is  held 
that  in  cases  of  breach  of  contract  the  statute  of  limitations  begins 
to  run  E^ainst  the  right  of  ti.o  person  damaged  to  recover,  from  the 
tim&  of  the  breach,  and  not  from  the  time  actual  damages  are  sus- 
tained in  consequence  thereof,^  it  being  declared  that  it  is  not  mate- 
rial that  the  injury  from  the  breach  is  not  suffered  until  afterward, 
the  commencement  of  the .  limitation  being  contemporaneous  with 
the  origin  of  the  cause  of  action  .•  The  gist  of  the  action  is  the  breach, 
not  the  consequential  damages  which  subsequently  accrued;  they 
are  not  the  result  of  a  new  or  continuous  breach,  but  relate  back  to 
the  original  one  which  gave  the  right  of  action  and  without  which 
they  could  not  exist.  Nominal  damages  at  least  can  be  recovered 
immediately  upon  the  happening  of  the  breach,  and  the  statute  of 
limitations  then  begins  to  run.^  Thus  it  has  been  held  that  if  one 
delivers  goods  which  are  not  what  he  nndertakee  to  sell,  and  the 
purchaser  uses  them  and  suffers  damage,  or  resells  them  under  his 
mistake  and  is  obliged  to  pay  damages,  his  claim  against  the  6rst 
seller  must  in  either  case  be  enforced  within  the  designated  time 
from  the  first  sale,  as  in  such  a  case  the  cause  of  action  then  accrues.* 

Atchison,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Atchison  96  N.  E.  99,  36  L.B.A.(N.S.)  922  and 

Grain  Co.,  68  Kan.  585,  75  Pac.  1051,  note. 

1  Ann.  Gas.  639;  Funk  v.  Smith,  66  5.  Aachen,  etc..  Fire  Ins,   Co.  v. 

Pa.  St.  27,  5  Am.  Rep.  326;  Woodland  Morton,  156  Fed.  654,  84  C.  C.  A.  366, 

Oil  Co.  V.  Bvers,  223  Pa.  St.  241,  72  13  Ann.  Cas.  692,  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  156 

Atl.  518,  132  A.  S.  R.  737  and  note;  and  note;  Woodland  Oil  Co.  v.  Bvere, 

Ott  V.  Hood,  152  Wis.  97,  139  N.  W.  223  Pa.  St  241,  72  AtL  618,  132  A. 

762,  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  636,  44  L.R.A.  8.  R.  737. 

(N.S.)  524.  Note:  126  A.  S.  R.  944. 

Notes:  126  A.  S.  R.  944;  13  Ann.  6.  Woodland  Oil  Co.  v.  Byera,  223 

Cas.  696.  Pa.  St.  241,  72  AtL  618,  132  A.  S.  R. 

8.  Wilkinson  v.  Verity,  L.  R.  6  C.  737. 

P.  206.  40  L.  J.  C.  PI.  141,  24  L.  T.  N.  7.  Note:  126  A.  S.  R.  944. 

S.  32,  19  W.  R.  604, 16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  8.  Woodland  OH  Co.  v.  Bvere,  223 

208  and  note.  Pa.  St  241,  72  AtL  618,  132 'A.  8.  B. 

4.  Qa  Nun  v.  Palmer,  202  N.  T.  483,  737. 
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Demand  may,  as  has  been  stated  elsewhere/  also  be  a  coBditioD 
precedent  to  the  accrual  of  a  right  of  action  and  may  in  some 
instances  be  necessary  in  the  case  of  contracts.*"  Thus  if  a  demand 
of  performcmce  is  essential  under  a  contract  to  recover  property, 
the  statute  will  not  run  until  demand  and  refusal  to  perform.  And 
the  fact  that  the  grantee  sells  part  of  the  property,  accounting  to 
the  grantor  for  the  proceeds,  is  not  a  repudiation  of  the  agreement, 
and  does  not  put  the  statute  of  limitations  in  motion  gainst  an 
action  to  recover  the  value  of  the  remaining  property  on  ^a  grantee's 
refusing  to  convey  it  as  agreed.'*  And  it  has  been  held  that  the 
statute  does  not  begin  to  run  against  a  right  to  recover  back  pre- 
miums paid  by  an  assignee  of  a  void  life  insurance  policy  until  the 
invalidity  of  the  contract  is  discovered,  and  further  obligation  thereon 
disavowed,  and  demand  made  for  a  return  of  the  premiums  paid.*' 
126.  Application  of  Rules  in  Particular  Cases.-^The  doctrine  that 
the  statute  begins  to  run  from  the  date  of  the  breach  of  a  contract 
has  been  applied  in  the  case  of  the  la«ach  of  a  promise  to  marry,** 
and  of  a  breach  of  warranty  as  to  the  quality  of  goods  sold,  in  which 
case  it  is  held  that  the  statute  begins  to  run  from  the  date  of  sale.>* 
And  the  statute  does  not  begin  to  run  against  a  breach  of  promise 
to  make  a  will  in  favor  of  a  certain  person  until  the  promisor's 
death,  because  until  then  no  right  of  action  could  accrue.''  So  as 
against  a  demand  which  a  debtor  agrees  to  pay  at  or  upon  his  death 
the  statute  cannot. commence  running  in  his  lifetime,  and  the  result 
is  the  same  if  the  demand  was  at  first  enforceable  at  once,  but  the 
parties  substitute  for  it  an  agreement  that  it  shall  be  paid  after  the 
death  of  the  debtor.**  Similarly  where  a  person  wrongfully  assigns 
a  policy  of  insurance,  in  violation  of  his  agreement  with  the  insurer, 
the  statute  begins  to  run  at  the  date  of  the  assignment  and  not  at 
the  time  when  judgment  is  recovered  by  the  assignee  against  the 
insurer.*'  In  the  case  of  a  contract  by  which  one  party  agrees  to 
convey,  without  fixing  any  time  therefor,  while  the  other  agrees  to 
pay  the  price  a  certain  time  after  final  judgment  in  his  fa-vot  in  a 
certain  pending  suit,  a  right  of  action  for  the  purchase  money  accrues 

9.  See  supra,  par.  121,  as  to  condi-  Pa.  St.  241,  72  Atl.  618,  132  A.  S.  R. 

tions  precedent  to  accrual  of  ri^ht.       737  and  note. 

10.  Ott  V.  Boring,  131  Wis.  472,  110  15.  Manning  v.  Pippen,  86  Ala.  357, 
N.  W.  824,  lU  N.  W.  833,  11  Ann.  6  So.  572,  11  A.  8.  R.  46;  Clendening 


11.  Cromwell  v.  Norton,  193  Mass.  L.R.A.  278. 
291.  79  N.  E.  433,  118  A.  S.  R.  499.  16.  Davis  v,  Teachout,  126  Mich. 

12.  American  Mut.  Life  Ina.  Co.  v.  135,  85  N.  W.  475,  86  A.  S.  R.  531. 
Bertram,  163  Ind.  51,  70  N.  E.  258,  64  17.  Aachen,  etc.,  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v. 


13.  Withere  V.  Richardson,  5  T.  B.  13  Ann.  Cas.  692, 16  LJl.A.(N.S.)  156 


Cas.  857. 


V.  WyaU,  54  Kan.  523,  38  Pac.  792,  33 


L.RA.  935. 


Morton,  156  Fed.  654,  83  C.  C.  A.  366, 


■Mon.  (Ky.)  94,  17  Am.  Dec.  44. 
14.  Woodland  Oil  Go.  v.  Byen,  223 


and  note. 
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when  such  time  has  es^ired,  although  no  conveyance  is  made.'' 
And  it  has  been  held  that  an  action  for  breach  of  contract  to  pay, 
as  part  of  the  consideration  for  transfer  of  red  estate,  notes  of  the 
vendor  does  not  accrue  until  the  vendor  is  required  to  pay  them.*' 
Upon  the  theory  tiiat  it  is  not  the  poU<^  of  the  law  to  permit  a 
party  to  toll  the  statute  of  limitations,*'  it  has  been  held  that  a 
right  of  action  on  an  agreement  by  the  seller  of  bonds  that,  .--hould 
the  purchaser  desire  to  withdraw,  he  might  at  any  time  return  the 
bonds  and  receive  his  money,  with  int^est,  accrues  at  tiie  date  of  the 
contract,  and  not  at  the  time  when  a  demand  for  the  retiu:n  of  the 
money  is  made.* 

127.  Promises  to  Pay  "When  Able"  and  the  Like. — Limitations 
will  not  commence  to  run  against  a  promise  to  pay  "when  able"  until 
the  debtor  is  able  to  pay,  especially  where  he  is  in  no  way  derelict  in 
liis  efforts  to  acquire  the  means  to  do  so.*  And,  though  the  authori- 
ties do  not  seem  to  be  uniform,'  it  has  been  held  that  a  promise  to 
pay  "when  convenient,"  "or  at  earliest  convenience,"  or  "earliest  pos- 
sible conveirience,"  is  a  promise  to  pay  when  the  party  making  the 
promise  is  able  to  pay,  that  is,  has  the  means  of  doing  so;  and  that 
the  burden  of  proving  this  ability  to  pay  rests  on  the  person  seeking 
to  enforce  the  contract;  and  that  the  statute  begins  to  run  from,  and 
only  from,  the  time  when  the  ability  to  pay  has  come  into  existence.* 
But  where  in  an  action  on  a  promise  to  pay  "when  able,"  the  defendant 
relies  on  the  stAtute  of  limitations,  the  burden  is  said  to  be  on  him, 
in  order  to  establish  his  plea,  to  prove  the  ability  to  pay  the  debt,  as 
the  statute  is  an  affirmative  defense.*  In  this  connection  it  is  also 
decided  that  the  statute  begins  to  run  as  soon  as  the  ability  to  pay 
becomes  a  fact,  whether  the  creditor  is  aware  of  it  or  not.*  And 
when  the  statute  commences  to  run  it  is  not  interrupted  by  the  fact 
that  at  some  subsequent  period  the  debtor  may  not  have  been  able 
to  pay,  it  being  said  that  the  ability  to  pay  may  come  and  go  but 
that  the  statute  runs  on  forever.' 


18.  Donovan  v.  Judson,  81  Cal.  334, 
22  Pai-.  682,  6  L.R.A.  591. 

19.  Enos  T.  Anderson,  40  Colo.  39S, 
93  Pac.  475, 15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1087. 

20.  See  supra,  par.  121,  as  to  condi- 
tions precedent  to  accrual  of  right  of 
action. 

1.  Brooks  V.  Trustee  Co.,  76  Wash. 
589,  136  Pac.  1152,  50  UR.A.(N.8.) 
594. 

2.  Van  Buskirk  v.  Kuhns,  164  Cal. 
472,  129  Pac.  587,  Ann.  Cas.  1914B 
932  and  note,  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  710. 

3.  Noto:  1  British  Rul.  Cas.  113. 

4.  Richardson  v.  Bricker,  7  Colo.  58, 


1  Pae.  433, 49  £m.  Rep.  344  and  note; 
Halladay  v.  Weeks,  127  Mich.  363,  86 
N.  W.  799,  89  A.  S.  R.  478;  Cuddihv 
v.  Costigan,  [1897-1903]  Newfound'- 
land  L.  Rep.  567,  1  British  Rul.  Cas. 
110  and  note. 

Note:  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  300. 

6.  Van  Buskirk  v.  Euhns,  164  Cal. 
472,  129  Pac.  587,  Ann.  Cas.  1914B 
932  and  note,  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  710 
and  note. 

6.  Noto:  Ann.  Caa.  1914B  935. 

7.  Cnddihy  v.  Costigan,  [1897-1903] 
Newfoundland  L.  Rep.  567,  1  British 
RuL  Caa.  110. 
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128.  Payment  Provided  Out  of  Particular  Fund. — ^Where  a  munici- 
pal or  quasi  municipal  corporation  issues  its  obligationa,  such  as  bonds 
or  warrants  to  be  paid  out  of  a  particular  fund,  it  is  under  an  implied 
obligation  to  do  whatever  is  reasonable  and  fair  to  make  that  fund 
good.  Having  thus  voluntarily  assumed  the  obligations  of  a  trustee, 
it  cannot  set  up  the  statute  of  limitations  against  an  obligation,  which, 
as  such  trustee,  it  had  undertaken  and  failed  to  perform.*  To  accord 
recognition  to  the  contrary  view  would  place  it  in  the  power  of  such 
a  corporation  in  many  cases  to  avoid  all  payment  of  its  debts.*  Simi- 
larly the  statute  of  limitations  does  not  run  against  the  right  of  a 
withdrawing  stockholder  in  a  building  and  loan  association  to  compel 
payment  of  his  demand  until  a  fund  accrues  out  of  which,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  charter  and  by-laws  of  the  association,  his  claim  should 
be  paid,  for  until  that  event  accrues  he  has  no  right  of  action.*®  But 
a  failure  to  provide  a  special  fund  out  of  which  town  or  county  war- 
rants are  payable  does  not  prevent  the  running  of  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions if  the  town  officials  denied  the  validity  of  the  warrants  and 
refused  to  provide  the  fund  for  that  reason,  as  in  such  a  case  the 
bolder  at  once  becomes  entitled  to  an  adjudication  in  some  form  of 
the  question  of  invalidity  thus  raised.**  And  the  rule  that  the  stat^ 
ute  of  limitations  does  not  begin  to  run  in  favor  of  a  municipal 
organization  on  its  outstanding  warrants  until  it  has  money  in  its 
treasury  to  redeem  than  does  not  apply  to  its  ordinary  bonded  indebt- 
edness, represented  by  negotiable  bonds  and  interest  coupons.^' 

Torta 

129.  General  Principles. — ^While  it  is  generally  true  that  no  maja 
has  a  right  of  action  against  a  wrongdoer  unless  he  is  personally 
injured,  yet  in  the  case  of  every  violation  of  the  rights  of  a  particular 
individual,  the  law  ordinarily  implies  damage,  for  which  a  right 

8.  Lincoln  County  v.  Luning,  133  U.  Wash.  589,  56  Pac.  394,  72  A.  S.  R. 

S.  529.  10  S.  Ct.  363,  33  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  135  and  note. 

766;  Wnnier  v.  New  Orleans,  167  U.  Note:  72  A.  S.  R.  137. 

S.  467.  17  S.  Ct.  892,  42  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  9.  Robertson  v.  Blaine  County,  90 

239;  New  Orleans  v.  Warner,  175  U.  Fed.  63,  61  U.  S.  App..242,  32  C.  C. 

S.  120,  20  S.  Ct.  44,  44  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  C.  A.  512,  47  L.R.A.  459. 

96;  Robertson  v.  Blaine  County,  90  "10.  Andrews    v.    Roanoke  Bl^. 

Fed.  63,  61  U.  S.  App.  242,  32  C.  C.  Ass'n,  etc.,  Co.,  98  Va.  445.  36  S.  E. 

A.  512,  47  L.R.A.  459;  Berkey  v.  531,  49  L.R.A.  659. 

Pueblo  County,  48  Colo.  104,  110  Pac.  11.  Howe  v.  Gunnison,  42  Colo.  540, 

197,  20  Ann.  Cas.  1109;  Davia  v.  95  Pac.  283,  126  A.  S.  R.  181,  15 

Simpson,  25  Nev.  123,  58  Pac.  146,  83  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1276. 

A.  S.  R.  570;  Bamea  v.  Turner,  14  12.  Schnenhoeft  v.  Ke-imy  County, 

Okla.  284,  78  Pac.  108,  2  Ann.  Cas.  76  Kan.  883,  92  Pac.  1097.  14  Ana. 

391  and  note,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  478  and  Cas.  100,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  803, 
note:  Potter  v.  New  Whatcom,  20 
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of  action  accrues  though  the  damage  be  but  nominal.**  Therefore, 
as  a  general  rule,  where  an  injury,  lliough  slight,  is  sustained  in 
consequence  of  the  wrongful  or  negligent  act  of  another  and  the 
law  affords  a  remedy  therefor  the  statute  of  limitations  attaches  at 
once.  It  is  not  material  that  all  the  damages  resulting  from  the 
act  should  have  been  sustained  at  that  time  and  the  running  of  the 
statute  is  not  postponed  by  the  fact  that  the  actual  or  su^tantial 
damages  do  not  occur  until  a  later  date.  The  act  itself  is  regarded 
as  the  ground  of  the  action  and  ia  not  legally  severable  from  its 
consequences.  The  statute  then  begins  to  run,"  and  not  from  the 
time  of  the  damage  or  discovery  of  the  injury.'^  And  it  is  immaterial 
whether  the  conduct  out  of  which  the  cause  of  action  arises  is  the 
breach  of  an  implied  contract  or  the  affirmative  disregard  of  some 
positive  duty."  In  either  case,  the  liability  arises  immediately  on 
the  breach  or  disregard  of  duty,  and  an  action  to  recover  the  damages, 
which  are  the  measure  of  such  liability,  may  be  immediately  main- 
tained," The  foregoing  general  rule  is,  however,  modified  in  case 
the  wrongful  act  ia  continuous  or  repeated,  so  that  separate  and  suc- 
cessive actions  may  be  instituted  for  the  damages  as  they  accrue, 
and  as  to  such  actions  for  subsequently  accruing  damages  the  statute 
of  limitations  does  not  run  from  the  date  when  the  first  wrong  was 
suffered,  but  only  from  the  dates  of  the  accrual  of  such  damages.*^ 
And  where  the  original  wrong  is  not  of  itself  actionable  without 

13.  Betts  V.  Norris,  21  Me.  314,  38  R.  339  (decided  under  a  code  provi- 
Am.  Dec.  264  and  note.  sion  that  prescription  "runs  from  the 

14.  Aachen,  etc.,  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v.  day  the  damages  are  sustained"). 
Morton,  156  Fed.  654,  84  C.  C.  A.  366.  15.  Aachen,  etc.,  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v. 
13  Ann.  Cas.  692, 15  L.R.A.{N.S.l  156  Morton,  156  Fed.  654.  84  C.  C.  A.  366, 
and  note;  Lattin  v.  aillette,  95  Cal.  13  Ann.  Cas.  692, 15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  156 
317,  30  Pac.  545,  29  A.  S.  R.  115  and  and  note;  Russell  v.  Polk  Countv  Ab- 
note;  Middlekamp  v.  Bessemer  Irrisr-  stract  Co.,  87  la.  233,  54  N.  W.  212,  43 
ating  Ditch  Co.,  46  Colo.  102,  103  Pac  A.  S.  R.  381  and  note;  Kerns  v. 
280.  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  795  and  note;  Schoonmaker,  4  Ohio  331,  22  Am.  Dec. 
McConnel  v.  Kibbe,  33  111.  175,  85  Am.  757;  Woodland  Oil  Co.  v.  Byere,  223 
Dec.  265;  Russell  v.  Polk  County  Ab-  Pa.  St.  241,  72  Atl.  618,  132  A.  S.  R. 
Btract  Co.,  87  la.  233,  54  N.  W.  212,  43  737  and  note. 

A.  S.  R.  381  and  note;  Kerns  v.  16.  Aachen,  etc..  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Schoonmaker, .4  Ohio  331,  22  Am.  Dec  Morton,  156  Fed.  654,  84  C.  C.  A.  366, 
757;  Lewey  v.  H.  C.  Fucke  Coke  Co..  13  Ann.  Cas.  692, 15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  156 
166  Pa.  St.  536,  31  Atl.  261,  45  A.  S.  and  note;  Lattin  v.  Gillette,  95  Cal. 
R.  684  and  note,  28  L.R.A.  283;  Wil-  317,  30  Pac.  545,  29  A.  S.  R.  115  and 
kiiison  V.  Verity,  L.  B.  6  C.  P.  206,  40  note;  Middlekamp  v.  Bessemer  Irrig- 
L.  J.  C.  P.  141,  24  L.  T.  N.  S.  32,  19  ating  Ditch  Co.,  46  Colo.  102,  103  Pac. 
W.  R.  604,  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  206  and  280,  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  795  and  note, 
note.  Note :  43  A.  S.  R.  388. 

Notes:  43  A.  S.  R.  388;  126  A.  S.  17.  Lattin  v.  Gillette,  95  Cal.  317, 

B.  952;  13  Ann.  Cas.  6fi7.  30  Pac.  545,  29  A.  S.  R.  115. 
Compare  Jones  v.  Texas,  etc.,  R.  18.  Note:  126  A.  S.  R.  853. 

Co.,  125  La.  542.  51  So.  582,  136  A.  S. 
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special  damage,  an  action  therefor  is  not  for  the  wrongful  act  but 
solely  for  the  consequences,  and  it  has  been  held  that  the  statute 
does  not  attach  until  the  injury  ensues.'*  In  this,  as  in  all  cases, 
the  ^tute  cannot  begin  to  run  until  a  right  of  action  exists  and 
such  a  right  does  not  exist  until  an  injury  has  occurred.*' 

130.  Negligence  Actions. — In  applying  these  general  principles  in 
oegligence  actions  it  has  been  held  that  the  statute  as  to  actions  for 
personal  injuries  begins  to  run  at  the  time  the  injuries  are  sustained 
Mithough  their  results  may  not  be  then  fully  developed.*  And  the 
doctrine  is  said  to  be  well  settled  that,  in  an  action  against  an  agent 
for  negligence  and  unskilfulness,  the  statute  of  limitations  commences 
to  run  from  the  time  the  negligent  or  unskilful  act  was  committed, 
and  plaintiff's  ignorance  of  the  negligence  or  unskilfulness  cannot 
affect  the  bar  of  the  statute*  Similarly  the  statute  b^ins  to  run, 
on  a  cause  of  action  against  an  abstracter  for  negligent  errors  and 
omissions  in  an  abstract,  from  the  time  the  abstract  is  furnished, 
rather  than  from  the  time  the  negligent  errors  and  omissions  are 
discovered  or  when  damages  result  therefrom.*  Again,  in  the  case 
of  an  action  against  a  physician  and  surgeon  for  damages  due  to 
malpractice  the  statute  of  limitations  ordinarily  begins  to  run  from 
the  time  of  the  act  of  negligence  or  unskilful  tr^tment,  and  not  from 
the  time  of  the  consequential  injury,*  though  there  is  authority  for 
the  doctrine  that  in  some  cases  the  statute  will  not  attach  until  the 
termination  of  the  rdation  of  physician  and  patient.'  And  it  has 
been  held  that  it  does  not  begin  to  run  against  an  action  on  a  lot 
owner*8  liability  over  to  a  city  for  a  judgment  for  injuries  growing 
out  of  a  defective  sidewedk  until  the  city's  liability  is  fixed  by  law, 
or  by  admission  and  payment  on  its  part,  as  until  then  no  damage 
to  the  city  has  accrued  and  consequently  no  right  of  action  exists  • 

131.  Trover  and  Conversion. — The  general  rule  seems  to  be  that 
where  an  action  is  founded  merely  on  a  wrongful  conversion  of  goods, 
the  statute  of  limitations  begins  to  run  from  the  time  of  the  con- 
version, although  it  was  not  discovered  by  the  plaintiff  until  a  later. 

19.  MoCoDiiel  V.  Eibbe,  33  lU.  175,  139  Pao.  404,  Ann.  Cas.  1915D  446. 
85  Am.  Dec.  265.  Notes:  126  A.  S.  B.  949,  951;  13 
.  Note;  13  Ann.  Caa.  698.  Ann.  Cas.  697. 

20.  Wabash  Counly  v.  Pearson,  120  See  Absteaots  of  Title,  vol.  1,  p. 
Ind.  426,  22  N.  E.  134,  16  A.  S.  R.  99,  as  to  application  of  statute  in  suits 
325;  Smith  v.  Seattle,  18  Wash.  484,  against  abstracters. 

61  Pac.  1057,  63  A.  S.  R.  910.  4.  Note:  128  A.  S.  E.  951. 

1.  Note:  13  Ann.  Cas.  698.  5.  Gillette  v.  Tucker,  67  Ohio  St 

2.  Russell  V.  Polk  County  Abstract  106,  65  N.  E.  865,  93  A.  S.  R.  639. 
Co.,  87  la.  233,  54  N.  W.  212,  43  A.     6.  lincohi  v.  Lincohi  First  Nat. 
S.  K.  381  and  note.    See  infra,  par.  Bank,  67  Neb.  401,  93  N.  W.  698,  108 
166,  as  to  agents,  brokers  and  factors.  A.  S.  R.  690,  66  LJLA..  9231 

3.  Arnold  v.  Bamer,  91  Kan.  768. 
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period,  the  d^endant  not  being  shown  to  have  been  guilty  of  a 
fraudulent  concealment  of  the  conversion.'  But  if  the  plaintiff's 
want  of  knowledge  was  due  to  concealment  by,  or  other  improper 
conduct  of,  the  defaadant,  the  statute  will  not  attach  until  knowledge 
has  been  acquired.*  And  it  has  been  held  that  where  actual  knowl- 
edge by  the  consignee  of  goods  of  their  conv«sion  is  not  shown,  the 
statute  cannot  commence  to  run  against  him  before  it  is  his  duty 
to  apply  for  th«r  delivery In  case  of  a  demand  by  the  bailor  of 
goods  and  a  refusal  by  Uie  bailee  to  deliver  them,  such  refusal  is 
regarded  as  a  conversion  and  the  statute  then  commences  to  run.'* 

IX.  Applicability  of  Rules  as  to  Whbi^  Fsriod  Commences 


Attorneys  at  Lean 

132.  Neglect  or  Misconduct  in  Performance  of  Dnty. — ^An  action 
by  a  client  for  the  misfeasance  or  nonfeasance  of  his  attorney  is  based 

on  the  latter's  breach  of  duty,  and  not  on  the  consequential  damages 
subsequently  resulting.''  In  such  cases  the  general  rule  is  that  in 
the  absence  of  fraudulent  concealment  by  the  attorney,**  the  statute 
begins  to  run  at  the  time  of  the  neglect  or  misconduct  and  not  from 
the  time  when  the  wrong  is  discovered  or  the  consequential  dam- 
ages are  felt.'*  This  principle  has  been  applied  in  the  case  of  an 
action  for  the  misconduct  or  negligence  of  an  attorney  in  advising 
on  the  sufficiency  of  securities  in  consequence  of  which  a  loss  has 
been  sustained  by  his  client.**  And  in  an  action  to  recover  for  neg- 
lecting to  collect  a  note  for  which  the  attorney  had  given  a  receipt, 
it  has  been  held  that  the  statute  of  limitations  does  not  begin  to 
run  from  the  date  of  the  receipt,  but  from  a  reasonable  time  after- 
ward for  beginning  proceedings.  What  is  a  reasonable  time  in  such 
cases  is  a  question  most  frequently  d^ndent  on  circumstances  and 
therefore  to  be  submitted  to  the  jury.'*  Similarly  in  an  action  against 
an  attorney  for  negligence  in  not  procuring  a  judgment  to  be  entered. 

7.  Onuiger  v.  George,  5  Bam.  ft  C.  13.  Wilcox  v.  Plummer,  4  Pet.  172, 7 
149,  29  R.  B.  196,  16  Eng.  Bol.  Gas.  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  821;  Lowall  v.  Gromau, 
205,  180  Pa.  St.  532,  37  Atl.  98,  57  A.  S.  R. 

8.  Arnold  v.  Seott,  2  l£o.  13,  22  Am.  662;  Cornell  v.  Edsen,  78  Wash.  662, 
Dec.  433  an4  note.  139  Pa&  602,  51  L.R.A.(N.S.)  279  an» 

9.  Houston,  etc.,  B.  Co.  t.  Adams,  note. 

49  Tex.  748,  30  Am.  Rep.  116.  Notes:  126  A.  S.  R.  950;  12  L.R.A 

10.  See  infn,  par.  167,  aa  tc  bail-  (N.S.)  1005;  13  Ann.  Cas.  697. 
ments.  See  Attorkkts  at  Law,  voL  2,  p. 

11.  Cornell  v.  Edsen,  78  Wash.  662,  1019  et  seq. 

139  Pac  602,  61  L.R.A.(N.S.)  279  and     14.  Note:  16  Eng.  Rol.  Cas.  213. 
iiot&  15.  Rhines  v.  Evans,  66  Pa.  St  192, 

Note:  126  A.  S.  R.  9S0.  5  Am.  Rep.  364. 

12.  Note:  12  UR.A.(N.S.)  1005. 
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and  an  execution  issued,  the  statute  begins  to  run  from  the  time 
when,  through  the  failing  circumstancee  of  the  debtor  rendering  a 
loss  probable  and  calling  for  diligent  action,  the  actual  neglect  occurred 
in  forbearing  to  cause  judgment  to  be  entered  and  execution  issued." 
But  where  an  action  is  brought  against  an  attorney  for  wrongful 

*  dismissal  of  a  suit  which  he  is  retained  to  prosecute,  it  has  been  held 
that  although  he  conceals  his  act  from  his  client,  within  a  limitation 
statute  relating  to  actions  for  relief  upon  the  ground  of  fraud,  which 
provides  that  the  action  shall  not  be  deemed  to  have  accrued  until 
discovery  of  the  facts  constituting  the  fraud,  the  statute  begins  to 
run  from  the  commission  of  the  act.'' 

133,  Actions  for  Services  Rendered. — ^Where  an  attorney  is  retained 
generally  to  represent  a  party  in  all  litigation,  a  cause  of  action  for 
fees  accrues  when  a  service  is  rendered  and  tiie  statute  accordingly 
begiifc  to  run.*"  If  he  is  to  receive  as  his  compensation  a  specified 
portion  of  the  amount  recovered,  the  statute  of  limitations  does  not 
begin  to  run  until  the  case  is  finally  determined,  because  until  then 
the  amount  to  which  the  attorney  is  entitled  cannot  be  sscertained.'* 
If  he  is  retained  in  a  particular  transaction  or  to  perform  some  speci- 
fied service,  it  will  att£u:h  when  the  service  contracted  for  has  been 
rendered.  And  where  he  is  employed  to  conduct  a  suit  to  its  final 
determination  the  statute  will  not  commence  to  run  until  the  expira- 
tion of  the  period  required  in  the  rendition  of  the  services  agreed 
upon,"  unless  for  some  satisfactory  reasons  the  attorney  withdraws 
from  tiie  suit  before  its  final  termination,  in  which  case  it  has  been 
held  that  a  present  right  to  enforce  his  claim  for  past  services  would 
arise,  and  from  the  time  of  such  withdrawal  the  statute  would  com- 
mence to  run.'  Where  he  is  retained  and  paid  a  salary  by  the 
month  or  year,  it  is  held  that  the  statute  begins  to  run  against  each 
month's  or  year's  salary,  as  tiie  same  falls  due  and  payable.*  In 
those  cases  where  he  is  to  be  pfdd  a  specific  sum  when  judgment  is 
entered  or  a  compromise  obtained  in  favor  of  bis  client  and  he  is 
wrongfully  discharged  before  the  termination  of  the  action,  the  stat- 
ute does  not  attach  at  the  time  of  the  diSfcharge  but  when  either 

'  a  judgment  is  recovered  or  a  compromise  made,  as  until  then  he  has 
no  right  of  action  to  recover  under  his  contract'    And  where  he 


16.  Thomas  v.  Erwin,  Chevea  L.  (S. 
C.)  22,  34  Am.  Dec.  586. 

17.  Cornell  v.  Edaen,  78  Wash.  662, 
139  Pae.  602,  51  L.R.A.(N.S.)  279  and 

note. 

18.  Osbom  v.  Hopkins,  160  Cal.  501, 
117  Pac.  519,  Ann.  Gas.  1913A  413. 

19.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  419. 

20.  Osbom  V.  Hopkins,  160  Cal.  501, 
U7  Pae.  519,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  413  and 


note;  Eliot  v.  Lawton,  7  /*Men  (Mass.'' 
274,  83  Am.  Dec.  683 ;  Mvgatt  v.  Wil- 
cox, 45  N.  Y.  306,  6  Am.  Rep.  90. 

1.  Eliot  T.  Lawton,  7  Allen  (Mass.) 
274,  83  Am.  Dec.  683. 

2.  Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1913A  420. 

3.  Bartlett  T.  Odd-Fellows'  Sav 
Bank,  79  Cal.  218,  21  Pac  743,  12 
A.  S.  B.  139  and  note. 
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has  been  employed  to  conduct  a  litigation  and  the  client  settles  the 
controversy  without  his  knowledge,  the  aticme>  continuing  to  per- 
form the  services,  it  has  been  held  that  the  statute  of  limitations 
does  not  begin  to  run  against  an  action  for  his  compensation  until 
he  has  notice  of  the  settlement.* 

134.  Recovery  of  Honey  Collected. — ^It  has  been  stated  generally  ' 
that  the  duty  of  an  attorney  to  pay  over  money  collected  for  his 
client  does  not  give  rise  to  a  continuing  and  subsisting  trust,  within 
the  meaning  of  a  statute  excepting  such  trusts  from  the  operation  of 
the  statute  of  limitations.'  But,  while  it  has  been  expressly  declared 
and  the  cases  evidently  sustain  the  statement,  that  An  attorney  is  not 
obligated  to  notify  his  client  of  the  fact  that  he  has  collected  money, 
before  he  cati  take  advantage  of  the  statute,*  there  is  a  considerable 
diversity  of  opinion  as  to  when  the  statute  begins  to  run  in  the  case 
of  an  action  against  an  attorney  who  has  collected  money  for  a  Client 
and  failed  to  turn  it  over.  Some  cases  hold  that  it  attaches  at  the 
time  of  the  collection  by  him  where  there  has  been  no  fraudulent 
concealment  of  Ua  receipt,'  othera  that  it  starts  running  from  the 
time  that  the  receipt  of  the  money  by  the  attorney  ia  known  to  the 
client*  Again,  according  to  other  decisions,  there  is  no  right  of 
action  against  an  attorney  for  money  collected,  and  the  statute  does 
not  begin  to  run  until  there  has  been  a  demand  or  refusal  to  pay 
or  at  least  some  act  manifesting  a  purpose  to  withhold  the  money. 
These  cases  proceed  upon  the  theory  that  an  attorney's  liability 
rests  upon  the  principle  of  his  agency  for  his  client,  and  that  it 
would  seem  to  be  in  opposition  to  the  very  nature  of  the  trust 
imposed  by  his  agency  to  hold  him  liable  to  an  ax^tion  for  money 
collected  by  him  until  after  a  refusal  on  his  part  to  pay  it  over.' 
Another  class  of  cases,  which  amma  to  state  the  prevailing  view, 
rules  that  an  attorney  who  makes  a  collection  for  another,  there 
being  no  special  agreement  as  to  service,  should  remit  the  proceeds 
to  bis  client,  less  his  reasonable  charges,  within  a  reasonable  time, 
or  notify  the  latter  of  readiness  to  pay,  and  that  failure  to  do  so  per- 
fects a  cause  of  action  in  favor  of  the  client  to  recover  the  money 
due  and  starts  the  statute  running,  no  demand  and  refusal  in  such 

4.  Note :  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  419.         21 N.  E.  440, 15  A.  S.  R.  604  and  note } 

5.  Schofield  v.  WooUey,  98  Ga.  548,  Rhines  v.  Evans,  66  Pa.  St.  192, 5  Am. 
75  S.  E.  769,  58  A.  S.  R.  315;  Cook  v.  Rep.  364. 

itives,  13  Smedes  &  M.  (Hiss.)  328,  53  8.  Schofield  v.  WooUey,  98  Oa.  548, 
Am.  Dec  88;  Douglas  v.  Corry,  46  25  S.  E.  769, 58  A.  S.  R.  315  and  note; 
Ohio  St  349, 21 N.  E.  440, 15  A.  S.  R.  McDowell  v.  Potter,  8  Pa.  St  189,  49 
604  and  note.  Am.  Dee.  603  and  note. 

6.  Cook  V.  Rives,  13  Smedes  &  M.  9.  Roberts  v.  Armstrong,  1  Bu^. 
(Miss.)  328,  53  Am.  Dec.  88;  Rbines  v.  (Ky.)  263,  89  Am.  Dec.  624  and  note. 
Evans.  66  Pa.  St.  192,  5  Am.  Rep.  364.     Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  1208. 

7.  Douglas  V.  Cony,  46  Ohio  St.  349, 
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a  case  being  necessary,  as  a  condition  precedent  to  the  right  to  pro- 
ceed, the  delay  itself  being  regarded  as  having  perfected  the  right 
to  sue.^*  But  where  there  has  been  a  fraudulent  suppression  or 
concealment  by  &e  attorney  of  the  fact  that  a  collection  has  been 
made  by  him,  the  statute  will  not  commence  to  run  until  the  client 
has  discovered  his  cause  of  action  arising  from  the  acts  of  the  attor- 
ney.** 

Bills  and  Noiet 

135.  In  General. — ^Where  there  is  a  promise  to  pay,  either  at  an 
indefinite  time,  or  on  the  happening  of  a  contingency  which  is  within 
the  oonbrol  of  the  promisor,  the  statute  commences  at  once,  as  other- 
wise its  operation  could  be  defeated  at  the  will  of  the  promisor  or 
possibly  by  accident.*'  In  the  case  of  a  promissory  noto  which  has 
been  antedated  by  the  agreement  of  the  parties,  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions will  begin  to  run  against  it  from  the  time  it  comes  due  by  its 
terms,  and  not  from  the  time  it  was  made.**  And  upon  a  promis- 
sory note  payable  in  instalments,  as  an  action  of  assumpsit  may 
be  maintained  for  each  instalment  as  it  becomes  due,  the  cause  of 
action  then  accrues  and  the  statute  of  limitations  then  begins  to  run  *^ 

136.  Paper  Payable  on  Demand. — Where  an  obligation  to  pay  is 
absolute  and  present,  the  only  element  not  fixed  with  certainty  being 
the  time  of  payment,  as  that  is  at  the  option  of  the  creditor,  and 
the  debtor  must  be  prepared  eo  instante,  the  statute  begins  to  run 
at  once.**  So  though  it  has  been  held  that  the  statute  of  limitation 
on  notes  payable  on  demand  does  not  commence  running  until  the 
day  after  that  on  which  such  notes  bear  date,**  yet  the  rule  seems 
to  be  well  settled  that  the  statute  begins  to  run  at  once  from  the 
date  of  the  instrument,  as  payment  can  be  immediately  demanded, 
and  an  actual  demand  ia  not.  necessary  to  complete  the  cause 
of  action,*^  &e  commencement  of  a  suit  being  a  sufficient 


10.  Douglas  T.  Cony,  46  Ohio  St. 
349,  21  N.  E.  440,  15  A.  S.  E.  604; 
Goodyear  Metallic  Rubber  Shoe  Co.  v. 
Baker,  81  Vt.  39,  69  Atl.  160,  15  Ann. 
Gas.  1207  and  note,  17  L.B.A.(N.S.) 
667  and  note;  Ott  v.  Hood,  152  Wis. 
97,  139  N.  W.  762,  Ann.  Cas.  19140 
636,  44  L.RA.(N.S.)  524  and  note. 

11.  Wilder  t.  Secor,  72  la.  161,  33 
N.  W.  448,  2  A.  S.  R.  236  and  note; 
Douglas  V.  Corry,  46  Ohio  St.  349,  21 
N.  E.  440, 15  A.  S.  R.  604  and  note. 

12.  McDowell  v.  Ooodwyn,  2  Mill, 
Const.  (S.  C.)  441, 12  Am.  Dec.  685. 

13.  Panl  V.  Smith,  32  N.  J.  L.  13, 
90  Am.  Dec.  647. 

K.  C.  L.  VoL  XVn.— 40.  71 


14.  Bosh  V.  Stowflll,  71  Pa.  St.  208, 

10  Am.  Rep.  694. 

16.  Cook  V.  Carpenter,  212  Pa.  St. 
165,  61  Atl.  799,  108  A.  8.  R.  854,  4 
Ann.  Cas.  723  and  note,  1  L.E.A. 
(N.S.)  900  and  note. 

16.  Seward  t.  Hayden,  150  Mass. 
158,  22  N.  B.  629,  15  A.  8.  R.  183,  5 
L.R.A.  844. 

17.  Brummagin  r.  Tallant,  29  Cal. 
503,  89  Am.  Dec.  61  and  note;  O'Neil 
V.  Wagner,  81  CaJ.  631,  22  Pac.  876, 
15  A.  8.  R.  88  and  note;  Kraft  v. 
Thomas,  123  Ind.  513,  24  N.  E.  346, 18 
A.  S.  R.  345  and  note;  Reizenstein  v. 
Harquardt,  75  la.  294,  39  N.  E.  506, 
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demand.**  Within  the  operation  of  this  general  rule  are  held  to  be 
notes  -payable  "when  called  for/'  ^*  or  "on  demand  after  date,"  it 

being  declared  that  the  latter  expression  is  analogous  to  the  words  "with 
interest  after  date"  and  indicate  no  intention  that  the  note  is  not  pay- 
able immediately. So  the  fact  that  the  note  bears  interest  does  not 
oiiange  the  effect  of  the  rule.*  Again,  if  a  demand  is  a  condition  prece- 
dent to  the  right  to  sue,  it  must  be  made  within  a  reasonable  time, 
and  that  is  within  the  time  limited  by  statute  for  the  commence- 
ment of  the  action.**  But  if  it  is  apparent,  from  the  terms  of  a  note, 
that  delay  in  making  demand  was  expressly  contemplated  by  the 
parties,  there  is  no  rule  of  law  which  requires  that  demand  should 
be  made  within  the  statutory  period  for  bringing  an  action.* 

137.  Instrument  Payable  Specified  Time  after  Demand. — Where 
an  instrument  is  payable  at «  specified  time  after  either  a  demand  or 
notice,  it  seems  to  be  genertdly  necessary,  in  order  to  fix  the  date 
when  the  statute  begins  to  run,  that  a  demand  should  be  made  or 
a  notice  given ;  *  and  the  statute  does  not  attach  until  the  specified 


9  A.  S.  B.  477;  1  L.R.A.  318  and  note;  See  also  Bills  and  Notes,  vol.  3,  p. 

Worth  V.  Paducah,  116  Ky.  403,  76  12U. 

S.  W.  143, 105  A.  S.  R.  225  and  note;  18.  Swearineen  v.  Sewickley  Dairy 

Darby  t.  Darby,  120  La.  847,  45  So.  Co.,  198  Pa.  St.  68,  47  Atl.  941,  53 

747,  14  Ann.  Caa.  805  and  note,  14  L.R. A.  471 ;  Cook  v.  Carpenter,  212  Pa. 

Xi.R.A.(N.8.)  1208;  Ware  v.  Hewey,  57  St.  165,  61  Atl.  799,  108  A.  S.  R.  854, 

He.  391,  99  Am.  Dee.  780  and  note;  4  Ann.  Caa.  723  and  note,  1  L.R.A. 

Felb  Point  Sav.  Inst  t.  Weedon,  18  (N.S.)  900  and  note;  Smith  t.  Bythe- 

Md.  320,  81  Am.  Dee.  603;  Palmer  t.  wood.  Rice  L.  (S.  C.)  245, 33  Am.J>ec 

Palmer,  36  Mich.  487,  24  Am.  Rep.  111. 

605;  Wennian  t.  Mohawk  Ins.  Co.,  13  Note:  136  A.  S.  R.  470. 

Wend.  (N.  Y.)  267,  28  Am.  Dec.  464  19.  Kraft  v.  Thomas,  123  Ind.  513, 

and  note;  Herrick  t.  Woolverton,  41  24  N.  E.  346, 18  A.  S.  R.  346. 

N.  T.  £81, 1  Am.  Rep.  461;  Wheeler  v.  Note:  14  Ann.  Caa.  808. 

Warner,  47  N.T.  519, 7  Am.  Rep.  478  ;  20.  CNial  v.  Wagner,  81  Cal.  631, 

Shutts  V.  Fingar,  100  N.  Y.  539,  3  N.  15  A.  S.  R.  88  and  note. 

E.  588,  53  Am.  Rep.  231;  Mills  t.  Note:  14  Ann.  Cas.  808. 

Davis,  113  N.  Y.  243,  21  N.  E.  68,  3  1.  Herriek  t.  Woolverton,  41  N.  Y. 

L.R.A.  394;  Hartranft's  Estate,  153  581,  1  Am.  Qep.  461;  Wheeler  t. 

Pa.  St  530,  26  Atl.  104,  34  A.  S.  R.  Warner,  47  N.  Y.  519,  7  Am.  Rm. 

717;  Swearingen  v.  Sewiekley  Dairy  478;  Mills  t.  Davis,  113  N.  Y.  243,  21 

Co.,  198  Pa.  St.  68,  47  Atl.  941,  53  N.  E.  68,  3  I1.R.A.  394. 

L.R.A.  471 ;  Cook  t.  Carpenter,  212  Pa.  Note:  14  Ann.  Cas.  808. 

St.  165,  61  Atl.  799,  108  A.  S.  B.  854,  S.  Eiaft  v.  Thomas,  123  Ind.  513, 

4  Ann.  Cas.  723  and  note;  1  LJI.A.  24  N.  E.  346,  18  A.  S.  R.  345  and 

(N.S.)  900  and  note;  Sherrod  v.  Wood-  note.  See  snpra,  par.  122,  as  to  neoea- 

ard,  16  N.  C.  360,  25  Am.  Dee.  714;  raty  of  demand. 

Smith  V.  Bythewood,  Bice  L.  (S.  C.)  3.  New  England  F.  Ins.  Co.  v. 

245, 33  Am.  Dec.  Ill  and  note;  Laidley  Haynes,  71  Vt  306,  45  Ati.  221,  76 

T.  Smith,  32  W.  Va.  387,  9  S.  £.  209,  A.  8.  R.  771  and  note. 

25  A.  S.  a  825  and  note.  4.  Wurth  v.  Padacah,  116  Kv.  403, 

Notes:  54  Am.  Dec.  648;  136  A.  8.  76  S.  W.  143,  105  A.  S.  R.  225  and 

B.  470;  63  A.  S.  R.  645;  14  Ann.  Cas.  note. 
80S. 
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time  thereafter  haa  expired.*  But,  upon  the  theory  that  it  ii  not 
the  policy  of  the  law  to  permit  a  person  to  toll  the  statute,  when 

he  has  at  times  the  means  of  making  his  cause  of  action  perfect,  it 
has  been  held,  where  no  demand  was  made  within  the  period  pre- 
scribed by  the  statute,  that  the  period  of  limitation  attadies,  in  the 
case  of  a  note  payable  a  certain  number  of  days  after  demand,  at 
the  expiration  of  the  number  of  days  specified  after  the  delivery  of 
the  note.' 

138.  Notes  Payable  on  Contingency.— The  phrase  "on  demand/'  in 
the  case  of  a  stock  subscription  note,  is  held  not  to  be  controlled 

by  the  law  governing  ordinary  negotiable  instruments  but  to  have  a 
special  significance  and  to  mean  an  actual  call  or  demand  for  pay- 
ment' Similarly  the  statute  does  not  begin  to  run  against  premium 
notes  until  an  assessment  thereon  has  been  made,  where  they  are 
payable  at  such  times  and  by  such  instalments  as  ihe  directors  shall 
from  time  to  time  assess  and  order.*  And  in  the  case  of  a  note  pay- 
able in  stone  work,  to  be  done  at  any  time  called  for,  the  statute 
will  not  attach  until  a  request  for  performance  has  been  made.* 

139.  Effect  of  Acceleration  Provision  in  Obligation. — If  a  contract 
provides  that  on  default  in  the  payment  of  one  of  several  notes  the 
remaining  unpaid  notes  shall  become  due,  according  to  ihe  weight  of 
authority  the  stipulation  has  the  effect  of  fixing  a  contingency  upon 
the  happening  of  which  the  debt  is  to  mature  at  a  time  earlier  than 
the  dates  given  in  the  notes  for  their  maturity,  and  the  statute  of 
limitations  begins  to  run  against  the  entire  debt  upon  such  default. 
And  the  creditor  cannot  by  his  act  alone  change  that  effect,  but  the 
parties  may  by  mutual  agreement  change  the  effect  of  the  default  and 
treat  the  contract  as  if  no  default  bad  been  made.^*^  And  where  the 
payee  of  notes  secured  by  a  deed  of  irast  elects  to  declare  the  prin- 
cipal due  and  to  begin  foreclosure  proceedings  because  of  a  default 
in  the  payment  of  interest,  the  statute  of  limitations  runs  from  the 
date  of  tiie  default  rather  than  from  the  date  of  the  election.'^ 
But  where  notes  are  given  for  a  debt,  all  of  which  is  to  become  due 
at  the  option  of  the  payee,  in  case  of  default  in  payments  of  inter- 
est, such  option  applies  to  .  the  notes,  and  the  notes  are  not  due  on 

5.  Neoman  v.  Mohawk  Ina.  Co.,  13  infra,  par.  147,  as  to  stoek  sabschp- 
Wend.  (N.  Y.)  267,  28  Am.  Dec.  464  tions. 

and  note;  Sherrod  v.  Woodard,  15  N.  8.  Note:  32  L.R.A.  508. 

C.  360, 25  Am.  Dec.  714.  9.  Lincoln    v.    Puicell,    2  Bead 

6.  Palmer  v.  Palmer,  36  Hieh.  487,  (Tenn.)  143,  73  Am.  Dec  196  and 
24  Am.  Rep.  606.   See  also  Oleson  v.  note. 

Wilson,  20  Mont.  544,  52  Pac.  372,  63  10.  San  Antonio  Re&l  Estate,  etc., 

A.  S.  R.639.  See  supra,  par.  121,  as  to  Ass'n  v.  Stewart,  94  Tex.  441,  61  S.  W. 

flonditions  precedent  to  aeemal  of  right.  386,  86  A.  S.  R.  864  and  note.  See 

7.  Crofoot  V.  Thatcher,  19  Utah  212,  infra,  par.  160-161,  as  to  mortgages. 
67  Pac.  171,  76  A.  S.  E.  725.    See  11.  Lovell  v.  Goss,  45  Colo.  304, 101 
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default  of  payment  of  interest  so  as  to  set  the  statute  of  limitations 
running,  unless  the  payee  exercises  his  option  to  accelerate  their 
maturity." 

140.  Bank  Notes. — The  date  of  a  bank  note  payable  on  demand, 
without  limitation  of  time,  affords  no  presumption  that  it  was  put 
in  circulation  at  the  time  of  its  date,  and  the  statute  of  limitations 
will  not  begin  to  run  until  actual  refusal  to  pay  the  note  upon 
demand  of  payment  being  made.  And  the  suq)ension  of  the  bank 
is  not  equivalent  to  a  refusal  to  pay,  so  as  to  form  a  ground  for  the 
application  of  the  statute  in  favor  of  the  bank  as  against  the  holders 
of  its  notes.*'  The  bank  having  issued  its  promises,  payable  on 
demand,  it  is  at  the  pleasure  of  the  holder  to  say  whmi  the  demand 
shall  be  made  and  his  right  of  action  commence.  The  rule  in 
relation  to  promissory  notes,  which  gives  to  tiie  promise  a  significa- 
tion not  entirely  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  instrument, 
does  not  necessarily  furnish  the  principle  in  relation  to  bank  notes. 
There  is  a  mat^al  difference  between  a  promissory  note  and  a  bank 
note.  Banks  are  usually  chartered  for  the  purpose  of  issuing  prom- 
ises, which  are  intended  to  be  used  as  currency,  and  to  pass  from 
hand  to  hand  as  money  or  its  representative.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, when  the  bank  issues  its  promises  to  pay  certain  sums  to  the 
beu^r,  on  demand,  it  cannot  fairly  be  understood  that  the  corpo- 
ration assumes  the  duty  of  seeking  all  the  holders  of  its  notes,  and 
tendering  payment  without  any  demand,  or  that  it  is  in  default  for 
not  doing  it.  It  is  not  always  possible,  in  the  case  of  promissory 
notes,  for  the  promisor  to  find  the  holder  and  tender  payment  It 
would  be  quite  impossible  in  the  case  of  bank  notes.  Banks  have 
usually  a  place  of  business,  and  the  usage  is  to  pay  on  presentment 
at  that  place,  whether  or  not  the  note  specifies  that  as  the  place  of 
payment.  Such  is  doubtless  the  understanding  of  the  community. 
Banks  are  in  fault,  then,  when  they  refuse  to  pay  upon  such  pre- 
sentment, and  not  before.'* 

141.  Bonds,  Warrants  and  Coupons. — The  question  as  to  when  the 
statute  begins  to  run  against  bonds  or  warrants,  issued  by  a  municipal 
or  quasi  municipal  corporation,  is  one  which  is  dependent  to  a  very 
great  extent  on  the  statute  in  the  particular  jurisdiction  and  is  there- 
fore the  subject  of  much  apparent  conflict.**  In  general,  if  such 
an  obligation  is  made  payable  at  a  certfun  time  and  place  upon 
presentation,  the  statute  of  limitations  begins  to  run  against  it  from 

Pac.  72,  132  A.  S.  R.  184  and  note,  18  N.  H.  391,  45  Am.  Dec.  382;  P.  & 
22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1110.  M.  Bank  t.  White,  2  Sneed  (Tenn.) 

12.  Moline  Plow  Co.  v.  Webb,  141  482,  64  Am.  Dec  772  and  note. 

U.  S.  616,  12  S.  Ct.  100,  35  U.  S.  (L.  14.  Thurston  v.  Wolfborough  Bank, 
ed.)  879.  18  N.  H.  391,  45  Am.  Dec.  382. 

13.  Thurston  v.  Wolfborough  Bank,     16.  Note:  2  Ann.  Cas.  394. 
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maturity,  although  there  is  no  presentation  or  demand  for  payment.** 
And  although  there  are  some  cases  holding  that  interest  coupons  so 
far  partake  of  the  natun  of  the  bonds  to  which  they  are  attached  that 
the  statute  does  not  run  against  them  but  against  the  bonds,"  yet 
it  is  generally  held  that  the  cause  of  action  upon  coupons  accrues 
from  their  maturity  and  the  statute  of  limitation  commences  to  run 
at  that  time,  especially  when  they  have  been  detached  from  the  bond 
and  transferred  to  others.**  But  where  the  obligaticm  to  pay  arises 
only  after  a  demand,  the  plaintiff  must  fail  for  want  of  proof  of  it." 
In  the  case  of  a  provision  in  a  bond  that  if  any  instalment  of  interest 
shall  remain  unpaid  for  a  designated  period  after  demand,  the  prin- 
cipal shall  at  once  become  due  and  payable,  it  has  been  held  that  it 
has  the  effect  to  set  the  statute  of  limitations  running  against  the 
right  to  enforce  the  security  from  the  time  when  a  demand  for  the 
payment  of  interest  due  was  refused.  And  this  is  declared  to  be 
true  notwithstanding  no  request  has  been  made  by  the  bondholders 
for  the  foreclosure  of  the  deed  of  trust,  in  accordance  with  a  provision 
therein  that,  should  a  default  continue  for  three  months,  the  trustee, 
upon  being  requested  to  do  so  by  a  majority  of  the  bondholders,  shall 
proceed  to  sell.'^  And  the  limitation  period  for  bringing  an  action 
against  a  county  upon  an  obligation  of  another  county  from  which 
it  was  formed,  payment  of  which  is  imposed  upon  it  by  statute,  must 
begin  at  or  after  the  date  of  the  imposition  of  the  obligation,  with- 
out regard  to  the  right  of  the  county  out  of  which  it  was  created  to 
plead  the  statute,  because  that  is  the  date  when  its  liability  first  began.* 
Again,  where,  oh  the  ground  that  a  county  order  was  invalid  when 
issued,  an  action  is  begun  by  the  assignee  against  tiie  assignor  to 
recover  the  consideration  paid,  the  right  of  action  accrues  at  the 
date  of  the  assignment,  from  which  time  the  statute  commences 
to  run* 

142.  Checks. — ^A  check  on  a  bank  payable  on  demand  is  a  "simple 
contract  in  writing,"  and  the  period  of  limitation  in  which  suit  may 
be  instituted  thereon  is  the  period  prescribed  by  statute  on  such  con- 

16.  Wurth  V.  Paducah,  116  Ky.  403,  8. 120,  20  S.  Ct  44,  44  U.  8.  (L.  ed.) 
76  S.  W.  143,  105  A.  S.  R.  225  and  96. 

note.  Notes:  72  A.  S.  R.  137;  136  A.  8.  B. 

Note:  136  A.  S.  R.  473.  477. 

17.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  733.  20.  Central  Trust  Co.  t.  Meridian 

18.  Clark  v,  Iowa  City,  20  WaU.  583,  Ught,  etc.,  Co.,  106  Jlisa.  431,  63  So. 
22  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  427;  Amy  v.  Du-  575,  61  L.R.A.(N.S.)  151  and  note, 
buque,  98  U.  S.  470,  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)      1.  Robertson  v.  Blaine  County,  90 
228;  Koshkonong  v.  Burton,  104  U.  S.  Fed.  63,  61  U.  S.  App.  242,  32  C.  C.  A. 
668,  26  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  886;  California  512,  47  L.R.A.  459. 


Safe  Deposit,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Sierra  Valley  2.  Merchants'  Nat.  Bank  v.  Spates, 
R.  Co.,  158  Cal.  690,  112  Pac  274,  41  W.  Va.  27,  23  S.  E.  681,  56  A  S.  R. 


Ann.  Cas.  1912A  729  and  note. 
19.  New  Orleans  v.  Warner,  175  U. 


828  and  note. 
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tracts,  which  begins  to  run  from  the  presentation  of  the  check  for 
payment  and  refusal  to  pay,  unless  such  presentation  is  excused  in 
law.'  The  general  rule  seems  to  be  that  the  statute  does  not  com- 
mence to  run  against  a  check  until  there  has  been  a  demand  for 
payment/  which  must  ordinarily  be  at  the  bank  on  which  it  is 
drawn,  on  the  day  following  the  date  of  delivery,'  though  it  is  said 
that  special  circumstances  may  excuse  a  greater  delay,  except  that 
in  any  event  presentment  must  at  the  latest  be  made  within  a  reason- 
able time.*  And  the  statute  does  not  run  against  a  check  marked 
"good"  until  payment  has  been  actually  demanded  at  the  banking 
house  and  refused.  The  holder  of  such  a  check  does  not  stand  in 
a  different  position  from  that  of  an  original  depositor.'  But  presen- 
tation for  payment  is  not  necessary  when  the  drawer  of  the  check  at 
the  time  of  its  delivwy  has  no  funds  to  his  credit  in  the  bank  on 
which  it  is  drawn,  and,  in  the  latter  event,  the  statute  of  limitations 
begins  to  run  from  the  date  of  the  check.®  The  breach  of  contract 
is  the  cause  of  action,  and  as  that  was  complete  when  the  check  was 
made,  and  the  plaint^  could  allege  a  want  of  funds  as  an  excuse  for 
nonpresentment  of  the  check,  no  presentment  is  required,  and  the 
statute  begins  to  run  from  its  date.*  But  a  claim  against  the  United 
States  for  moneys  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  payee  of  a  check  drawn 
by  a  disbursing  officer  in  pursuance  of  the  federal  statutes  for  which 
the  proper  c^cer  of  the  treasury  is  required  to  give  a  warrant  does 
not  accrue  at  the  time  the  check  is  issued  or  at  the  time  when  it  may 
be  lost  or  destroyed,  so  that  limitations  prescribed  by  act  of  Congress 
will  begin  to  run,  but  it  will  accrue  only  on  the  refusal  of  an  applica- 

S.  Haynes  t.  Wesley,  112  Ga.  668,  Bills  and  Notes,  vol.  3,  p.  1193, 

37  S.  E.  990,  81  A.  S.  R.  72  and  note,  as  to  effect  of  circumstances  on  time 

4.  Merchants'  Nat.  Bank  v.  Boston  for  presentment  of  bills  and  notes  gen- 
State  Nat.  Bank,  10  Wall.  604,  19  IT.  erally;  Checks,  vol.  5,  p.  506  et  seq., 
S.  (L.  ed.)  1008;  Bull  v.  Kasson  First  as  to  time  of  making  presentment. 
Nat.  Bank,  123  U.  S.  105,  8  S.  Ct.  62,  7.  Girard  Bank  v.  Penn  Tp.  Bank, 
31  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  97;  Haynes  v.  Wes-  39  Pa.  St  92,  80  Am.  Dee.  507  and 
ley,  112  Ga.  668,  37  S.  E.  990,  81  A.  S.  note. 

R.  72  uid  note;  Cowing  v.  Altman,  71  8.  Haynes  v.  Wesley,  112  Ga.  668, 

N.  T.  435,  27  Am.  Rep.  70;  Brush  v.  37  S.  E.  990,  81  A.  S.  R.  72  and  note; 

Barrett,  82  N.  Y.  400, 37  Am.  Rep.  569.  Culver  v.  Marks,  122  Ind.  554,  23  N.  E. 

Notes:  136  A.  S.  B.  472;  22  L.R.A.  1086,  17  A.  S.  R.  377,  7  L.R.A.  489; 

110.  Brush  V.  Barrett,  82  N.  Y.  400,  37  Am. 

See  also  Checks,  toI.  5,  p.  500  et  Rep.  569. 


B.  Culver  v.  Marks,  122  Ind.  554,  23  See.  Bills  and  Notes,  vol.  3,  pp. 

N.  E.  1086,  17  A.  8.  R.  377,  7  L.R.A.  1180,  1183  et  seq.,  as  to  want  of  funds 

489;  Screen  v.  McClelland,  37  Neb.  excusing  presentment  of  bill  and  notes; 

644,  56  N.  W.  208,  40  A.  8.  R.  520,  22  Checks,  vol.  5,  p.  504,  aa  to  absense 


6.  Scroggin  v.  McClelland,  37  Neb.     9.  Brush  v.  Barrett,  82  N.  Y.  400,  37 
644,  56  N.  W.  208,  40  A.  S.  R.  520  and  Am.  Rep.  569. 
note,  22  Ljl.A.  110  and  note.  See 
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Note:  136  A.  S.  R.  472. 
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tion  for  a  warrant.**^  Where  a  person  loans  money  to  another  by 
means  of  his  check,  the  limitation  as  to  his  cause  of  action  for  money 
lent  does  not  begin  to  run  until  the  check  is  presented  and  cashed.^* 
And  if  a  bank,  upon  which  a  check  is  drawn  payable  to  a  particular 
person  or  order,  pays  the  amount  of  the  check  to  one  presenting  it 
with  a  forgefi  indorsement  of  the  payee's  name,  both  parties  suppos- 
ing the  indorsement  to  be  ^nuine,  the  right  of  action  of  the  bank 
to  recover  back  the  money  from  the  person  so  obtaining  it  accrues 
immediately  upon  the  payment  of  the  money,  and  the  statute  then 
begins  to  run.'* 

143.  Indorsers. — ^Although  it  has  been  held  that  where  suit  upon 
a  note  is  brought  against  the  maker  by  an  indorser,  who  has  paid 
it  to  his  indorsee,  the  statute  of  limitation  begins  to  run,  not  from 
the  time  of  payment  but  from  the  time  when  the  note  is  due  and 
payable,**  yet  it  has  also  been  decided  that  the  statute  does  not 
commence  to  run  in  favor  of  an  indorser,  as  against  his  indorsee, 
until  payment  is  actually  made,  as  until  that  time  no  right  of  action 
has  accrued.'^  And  in  the  case  of  an  accommodation  acceptor  of 
a  bill  of  e.\chanf!;e,  it  has  been  held  that  the  statute  begins  to  run 
from  the  time  of  payment.**  Again,  a  payee  of  a  ne^tiable  instru- 
ment transferring  it  by  indorsement  either  before  or  after  maturity, 
whether  it  be  strictly  commercial  paper  or  not,  thereby  guarantees 
the  genuineness  of  the  writing  and  the  validity  of  the  promise,  and 
if  it  is  forged,  or  void,  or  ultra  vires,  the  indorsee  has  the  right  to 
elect  either  to  rely  upon  the  contract  of  indorsement  or  to  sue  for 
the  consideration  paid.  In  the  latter  event,  it  has  been  held  that  the 
statute  of  limitations  runs  from  the  date  of  the  payment  of  the  money, 
and  in  the  former,  from  the  time  when  the  indorsed  promise  becomes 
due.**  The  contract  of  the  indorser  of  a  note  payable  on  demand 
at  a  certain  time  and  place  is  that  if  it  remains  unpaid  after  demand 
made  at  such  time  and  place,  he  will  pay  it  upon  due  and  reason- 
able notice  of  that  fact."  Therefore  in  such  cases  a  demand  at  the 
place  named  is  essential  before  the  statute  of  limitation  will  com- 
mence to  run  in  his  favor,**  or  at  least  the  indorsee  will  be  allowed 

10.  United  States  v.  Wardwell,  172     14.  Note:  61  Am.  Dec.  605, 
U.  S.  48, 19  S.  Ct.  86,  43  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)      15.  Williams  v.  Durst,  26  Tex.  667, 


11.  Gardner  v.  Bruce,  L.  R.  3  C.  P.  16.  Willis  v.  French,  84  Me.  693,  24 
300,  37  L.  J.  C.  P.  112, 18  L.  T.  N.  S.  Atl.  1010,  30  A.  S.  R.  416. 

554,  16  W.  R.  366,  16  Eng.  RuL  Gas.  17.  Parker  v.  Stroud,  98  N.  T.  379, 

155.  50  Am.  Rep.  685.    See  Bills  and 

12.  Leather    Manufacturers'    Nat.  Notes^  vol.  3,  pp.  1147, 1153. 

Bank  t.  Merchants'  Nat.  Bank,  128  U.  18.  Mudd  v.  Harper,  1  Md.  110,  54 

S.  26,  9  8.  Ct.  3,  32  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  342.  Am.  Dee.  644;  Parker  v.  Stroud,  98  N, 

13.  Williams  t.  Durst,  26  Tex.  667,  T.  379,  SO  Am.  Rep.  685. 
78  Am.  Dee.  648. 


360. 


78  Am.  Dee.  548. 
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a  reasonable  time  after  he  receives  the  note  within  which  to  make 
demand  and  give  notice."* 

144.  Certificates  of  Deposit— In  a  number  of  jurisdictions  a  deposit 
in  a  bank  is  regarded  as  a  loan,  and  a  certificate  of  deposit  consid- 
ered as  having  all  the  earmarks  of  a  promissory  note  payable  on 
demand,  and  in  e£Fect  nothing  but  such.  These  ca^  naturally 
follow  the  rule  generally  laid  down  in  regard  to  demand  promissory 
notes,  and  hold  that  a  right  of  action  accrues  on  the  date  of  the 
certificate,  and  that  the  statute  of  limitations  consequently  begins 
to  run  from  that  time.*"  The  general  rule,  however,  is  that  the 
statute  does  not  begin  to  run  until  payment  has  been  demanded.' 
And  this  rule  has  been  applied  to  a  deposit  of  money  made  with 
an  individual  or  partnership,  not  engaged  in  the  banHng  business, 
which  d^osit  is  evidenced  by  a  writing  obligatory  executed  by  the 
depositary.*  And  where  the  date  of  maturity  is  espressly  made  to 
depend  on  an  act  to  be  performed  by  the  holder  in  reference  thereto, 
nothing  is  payable  until  the  happening  of  the  conUngency.  This 
principle  has  been  applied  in  the  case  of  a  certificate  payable  to  the 
order  of  the  depositor  on  its  return  properly  indorsed,  it  being  held 
that  it  does  not  mature  until  so  returned,  and  that  a  suit  thereon 
cannot  be  maintained  without  demand.'  And  the  statute  does  not 
begin  to  run  upon  a  certificate  of  deposit  issued  by  a  bank,  which 
is  payable  on  its  return  six  months  after  date,  until  it  is  presented 
for  payment.* 

Corporate  Matters 

145.  Liability  of  Directors  or  Officers  of  Corporation. — ^Where  the 
officers  of  a  corporation  are  made  liable  for  its  debts,  the  right  of 
action  accrues  to  the  creditor  at  the  time  the  liability  arises  on  the 
indebtedness.'  And  where,  in  case  of  a  default  by  the  trustees  or 
directors  of  a  corporation  in  filing  an  annual  report,  they  are  made 
liable  to  its  creditors  for  the  debts  due  them,  a  cause  of  action  accrues 
in  favor  of  such  creditors  upon  the  first  default,  and  the  statute  of 
limitations  then  begins  to  run  gainst  them,  and  tiie  fqct  Uiat  after 
the  completion  of  another  year,  a  like  default  is  committed  on  the 

19.  Mudd  r.  Harper,  1  Ifd.  110,  54  See  Baj4ks,  vol.  3,  p.  582. 
Am.  Dec.  644  and  note.  2.  Note :  4  Ann.  Cas.  1147. 

20.  Brummagin  v.  Tallant,  29  Cal.  3.  Tobin  v.  MeKinney,  15  S.  D.  267, 
503,  89  Am.  Dec.  61  and  note;  Tripp  88  N.  W.  572,  91  A.  S.  R.  694  and  note. 
V.  Curtenius,  36  Uich.  494,  24  Am.  4.  In  le  Gardner,  228  Pa.  St.  282, 
Rep.  610.  77  At!.  509,  29  L.R.A.(N.S.)  685  and 

Note:  29L.R.A.(N.S.)  686.  note. 

1.  Tobin  V.  MeKinney,  14  S.  D.  52,  5.  Note:  96  A.  S.  R.  992.  See  CoE- 
84  N.  W.  228,  91  A.  8.  B.  688  and  porations,  vol.  7,  p.  524,  as  to  limits- 
note,  tions  of  actions  against  officers  or  dl- 

Note:  136  A.  8.  R.  486.  rectors  for  corporate  debts. 
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part  of  the  trusteee  does  not  give  rise  to  a  new  cause  of  action  as  to 
indebtedness  existing  at  the  time  of  the  first  default,  nor  prevent  the 
period  allowed  by  the  statute  from  being  computed  from  such  original 
default.*  But,  although  it  has  been  held  that,  in  an  action  against 
the  directors  and  officers  of  a  corporation  for  misfeasance  or  mal- 
feasance in  office,  the  statute  commences  to  run  at  the  dates  of  the 
acts  complained  of,'  and  that  Uie  officers  and  directors  of  a  corpo- 
ration are  not  trustees  of  an  express  trust,  and  cannot,  on  the  ground 
that  they  are  trustees,  be  held  liable  to  suit  on  a  cause  of  action 
against  which  the  statute  of  limitations  has  run,*  it  is  decided  in 
other  cases  that  in  actions  to  recover  moneys  misappropriated  by 
an  official  it  does  not  begin  to  run  until  the  defalcation  is  discovered, 
where  it  was  concealed  by  the  principal  by  making  false  entries  in 
his  books,  and  he  was  of  good  repute  for  honesty.  In  this  class 
of  cases  it  has  been  declared  that  the  official  occupies  a  trust  rela- 
tion and  that  his  fraud  and  concealment  of  a  cause  of  action  wih 
postpone  the  running  of  the  statute,  upon  the  theory  that,  having 
by  his  own  wrong  and  fraud  prevented  the  bringing  of  an  action 
against  him,  he  cannot  take  advantage  of  his  own  wrong,  either  in 
law  or  equity,  by  setting  up  the  statute  as  a  defense.*  So  it  has  been 
held  that  the  trusteee  of  a  bank  stand  as  to  the  bank  and  its  deposi- 
tors in  the  position  of  trustees  of  a  direct  trust  and  that  the  statute 
does  not  begin  to  run  against  the  cestuis  que  trust  until  they  have 
learned  of  the  trustee's  wrongdoing  or  of  his  practical  repudiation 
of  the  trust  and  of  the  duties  thereby  imposed  upon  him,"  And 
as  the  cause  of  action  against  a  bank  director  for  losses  caused  by 
the  making  of  ill^al  loans  does  not  accrue  until  the  losses  actually 
occiu*,  the  statute  does  not  commence  to  run  until  that  time.'' 

145.  Stockholders'  Liability  in  General. — Owing  to  the  lack  of  uni- 
formity in  the  various  statutes  relating  to  stockholders*  liabilities 
for  corporate  debts,  there  has  necessarily  arisen  a  conflict  as  to  the 

6.  State  Sav.  Bank  v.  Johnson,  18  Ass'n,  116  Wis.  155,  90  N.  W.  108O,  94 
Mont.  440,  45  Pac.  662,  56  A.  S.  R.  N.  W.  171,  96  A.  S.  R.  948  and  note, 
591,  33  L.R.A.  552  and  note.  See  Cob-  61  L.R.A.  918,  overruled  on  another 
PORATIONS,  vol.  7,  p.  514  et  seq.,  as  to  point  by  Harrigan  v.  Gilchrist,  121 
failure  of  corporate  officers  to  make  Wis.  127,  99  N.  W.  909. 

report  generally.  9.  McMullen  v.  Winfiald  Bldg.,  etc., 

7.  Boyd  v.  Eau  Claire  Mutual  Fire  Ass'n,  64  Kan.  298,  67  Pac.  892,  91  A. 
Ass'n,  116  Wis.  155,  90  N.  W.  1086,  S.  R.  236  and  note,  56  L.R.A.  924. 
94  N.  W.  171,  96  A.  S.  R.  948  and  note,  ID.  GreenHeld  Sav.  Bank  v.  Aber- 
61  L.R.A.  918,  overruled  on  another  crombie,  211  Mass.  252,  97  N.  E.  897, 
point  by  Harrigan  v.  Gilchrist,  121  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  420  and  note,  39 
Wis.  127,  99  N.  W.  909.    See  Cor-  L.R.A.(N.S.)  173. 

PORATIONS,  vol.  7,  p.  492,  as  to  limita^  11.  Emerson  v.  Gaither,  103  Md. 

tion  of  actions  and  laches  in  actions  564,  64  AtL  .26,  7  Ann.  Cas.  1114,  8 

for  corporate  mismanagement.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  738. 

8.  Boyd  V.  Eau  Claire  Mutual  Fire 
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cJiaracter  of  the  liability  thus  imposed,  whether  primary  or  second- 
ary," and  according  as  this  question  has  been  determined  in  the 
different  jurisdictions  must  depend  to  a  great  extent  the  determi- 
nation of  the  question  of  when  the  statute  of  lipntations  commences 
to  run.**  Of  course  if  the  enactment  creating  the  liability  desig- 
nates Uie  time  when  the  right  of  action  ficcrues  this  will  control 
as  to  the  running  of  the  statute  of  limitations.  Thus  if  it  is  pro- 
vided that  creditors  may  maintain  an  action  of  this  character  against 
stockholders  upon  the  dissolution  of  the  corporation,  the  limitation 
period  will  not  attach  until  ' the  corporation  has  been  dissolved.'^ 
And  where  by  statute  the  right  to  enforce  the  personal  liability  of 
the  stockholders  does  not  accrue  until  the  return  of  an  execution  on 
a  judgment  unsatisfied,  the  statute  will  not  commence  to  run  until 
then.  In  such  a  case,  however,  it  is  said  that  as  it  is  within  the 
power  of  the  judgment  creditor  to  cause  these  preliminary  steps  to 
be  taken  at  any  time,  he  cannot  extend  the  statute  of  limitations 
indefinitely  by  neglecting  to  act.  It  is  incumbent  upon  him  to  per- 
fect his  right  of  action  within  a  reasonable  time,  which  can  never 
be  more  than  the  statutory  period.**  Where  the  stockholders  of  a 
banking  corporation  are  made  liable  in  case  of  insolvency  or  ulti- 
mate inability  to  pay,  the  statute  of  limitations  begins  to  run  when 
the  corporation  ceases  to  redeem  its  obligations  and  is  notoriously 
insolvent  and  its  failure  bears  date  from  its  first  and  continued  refusal 
and  inability  to  pay."  In  order  that  stockholders  may  not  be  able 
to  rid  themselves  of  liability  for  corporate  obligations,  statutes  have 
also  very  generally  been  enacted  providing  that  such  liability  shall 
continue  for  a  certain  fixed  time  after  the  transfer  of  stock,  or 
ceasing  to  be  a  stockholder.  In  such  cases,  the  action  must  be  com- 
menced within  the  time  specified  after  the  transfer,  or  it  is  barred. 
And  where  the  statute  does  not  run  until  after  the  discovery  by  the 
aggrieved  party  of  the  facts  upon  which  the  liability  was  created, 
it  has  been  held  that  if  the  means  of  knowledge  existed  and  the 
circumstances  were  such  as  to  put  a  man  of  ordinary  prudence  <»i 
inquiry,  that  is  sufficient  knowledge  to  start  the  statute.  Again, 
where  tiiere  are  two  remedies  leading  to  the  same  relief,  and  the 

12.  Bennett  t.  Thome,  36  Wash,  corporations. 

253,  78  Pac.'936,  68  L.R.A.  113  and  14.  Note:  96  A.  8.  R.  977. 

note.  16.  Henley  v.  Myers,  76  Kan.  723, 

Note:  10  UR.A.(N.S.)  897.  93  Pac.  168,  93  Pac  173,  17  L.R.A. 

See  CoRPOEATiONS,  vol.  7,  p.  372.  (N.S.)  779. 

13.  Note:  68  L.R.A.  85.  16.  Godfrey  v.  Terry,  97  U.  S.  171, 
See  Banks,  vol.  3,  p,  416  et  seq.,  aa  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  944;  Ramsden  v. 

to  limitation  of  actions  against  stock-  Knowles,  151  Fed.  721,  81  C.  C.  A.  106, 

holders  of  banks;  CoHPOBATiONS,  vol.  7,  10  L.R.A.{N.S.)  897  and  note^ 

p.  412  et  seq.,  as  to  limitation  of  ac-  Note:  96  A.  S.  R.  976. 
tions  generally  against  stockholders  of 
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rights  accrue  at  different  timeSi  the  statute  begins  to  run  from  the 
time  the  right  to  pursue  the  earlier  remedy  accrues.*'  In  this  con- 
nection it  has  also  been  decided  that  a  member  of  a  mutual  insur- 
ance corporation  must  be  regarded  in  a  similar  position  to  a  stock- 
holder, and  that  when  the  corporation  has  been  adjudged  insolvent 
and  a  receiver  appointed,  the  right  to  enforce  a  liability  against  its 
member  accrues,  from  which  time  the  statute  of  limitations  also 
commences  to  run.'* 

147.  Unpaid  Stock  Subscriptions. — ^Where  the  subscription  be- 
comes due  at  a  fixed  time  in  tiie  future  the  right  of  action  for 
the  amount  due  thereon  then  accrues,  and  the  statute  starts  to  run 
at  that  time.**  On  the  other  hand,  where  the  subscription  ia  silent 
as  to  the  tiine  of  payment,  there  being  nothing  in  it  limiting  pay- 
ment to  a  call  or  other  contingency,  it  has  been  held  thnt  it  becomes 
payable  immediately,  and  the  statute  commences  running  at  once.^" 
Ordinarily,  however,  the  amount  to  be  paid  by  a  subscriber  to  corpo- 
rate stock  or  the  bdlance  of  l^o  agreed  price  is  dependent  upon  a 
contingency  such  as  a  call  therefor  by  the  directors.  In  that  case 
the  statute  does  not  commence  to  run  until  a  call  has  been  made, 
upon  the  theory  that  where  money  is  to  be  paid  or  a  thing  to  be 
done  upon  the  happening  of  a  contingency,  a  cause  of  Eiction  does 
not  accrue,  and  therefore  no  limitation  can  run,  until  the  event 
specified  has  happened.*  It  has,  however,  been  held  in  this  Con- 
nection that  the  condition  must  be  performed  within  a  reasonable 
time  and  not  after  the  period  within  which  an  action  on  the  obliga- 
tion could  be  maintained.*  But  the  statute  only  commences  to  run 
as  to  each  instalment  when  it  becomes  due  by  the  call  of  the  com- 
pany.' And  an  original  call  for  payment  of  subscriptions  on  stock 
amounting  to  a  part  of  their  par  value  does  not  set  the  statute  of 

17.  Note:  96  A.  8.  R.  978  et  seq.  Washington  Sav.  Bank  v.  Butchers', 

18.  Boyd  V.  Eau  Claire  Mutual  Fire  etc.,  Bank,  107  Mo.  133, 17  S.  W.  644, 
Ass'n,  lie  Wis.  155,  90  N.  W.  1086,  28  A.  S.  B.  405  and  note;  Pittsburgh 
94  N.  W.  171,  96  A.  S.  R.  948,  61  B.  Co.  v.  Byera,  32  Pa.  St.  22,  72  Am. 
L.R.A.  918,  overruled  on  another  point  Dec.  770  and  note;  Crofoot  v.  Thatch- 
by  Harrigan  v.  GUdmst,  121  Wis.  127,  er,  19  Utah  212,  57  Pac.  171,  75  A.  8. 
99  N.  W.  909.  R.  725  and  note;  South  Milwaukee  Co. 

19.  Notes:  96  A.  8.  B.  986;  136  v.  Murphy,  112  Wis.  614,  88  N.  W. 


1.  Glenn  v.  Liggett,  135  U.  8.  633,  R.  984;  136  A.  S.  B.  479  ;  58  L.R.A. 

10  S.  Ct.  867,  34  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  262  ;  85. 

Vermont  Marble  Co.  v.  Declea  Granite  See  also  Corporations,  vol.  7,  p.  260, 

Co.,  135  Cal.  579,  67  Pac.  1057,  87  412,  as  to  when  statute  eommencee  to 

A.  8.  R.  143,  56  L.R.A.  728  and  run. 

note;  Glenn  v.  Howard,  81  Ga.  383,  2.  Note:  72  Am.  Dec.  773. 

8  S.  E.  636,  12  A.  8.  B.  318;  Tag-  3.  Taggart  v.  Western  Maryland  B. 

gart  V.  Western  Maryland  R.  Co.,  Co.,  24  Md.  563,  89  Am.  Dec  760. 

24   Md.   563,   89   Am.   Dec.   760;  Note:  136  A.  S.  R.  470. 


A.  S.  R.  480. 

20.  Note:  96  A.  S.  B.  986. 


583,  58  L.R.A.  82  and  note. 
Notes:  72  Am.  Dee.  773;  96  A.  8. 
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limitations  in  motion  as  against  subsequent  calls  for  the  remainder, 
made  by  creditors  of  the  corporation.*  Id  accordance  with  this  gen- 
eral rule,  the  statute  will  not  commence  to  run  against  premium, 
deposit  or  stock  notes  payable  on  demand  until  a  demand  has  in 
fact  been  made.'  And  this  principle  has  been  applied  even  where 
the  corporation  has  become  insolvent,  although  some  cases  hold  thAt 
where  such  a  situation  exists,  actions  for  unpaid  subscriptions  accrue 
from  the  date  of  insolvency.*  But  it  has  been  held  in  a  suit  by 
creditors  of  an  insolvent  corporation  to  compel  holders  of  bonus 
stock  to  make  payment  therefor  that  the  statute  does  not  commence 
to  run  prior  to  the  insolvency  of  the  corporation.  In  such  a  case 
the  corporation  had  no  cause  of  action  against  the  holders  oi  the 
stock  and  as  between  them  and  the  company,  the  agreement  for 
its  issuance  was  valid.  The  creditors  under  those  circumstances  do 
not  seek  to  enforce  a  right  of  action  acquired  throu^  or  from  the 
corporation,  but  one  that  has  accrued  directly  to  themselves,  or  for 
their  benefit,  and  which  does  not  accrue  untU  the  corporation  has 
become  insolvent.^  And  where  an  agreement  between  a  corporation 
and  subscribers  to  its  stock  provides  for  the  issuance  of  full  paid 
shares  and  that  no  further  assessmente  shall  be  made  thereon,  no 
action  will  lie  at  law  to  recover  the  unpaid  balance,  until  the  agree- 
ment is  set  aside  as  in  fraud  of  creditors  and  an  assessment  made 
upon  such  stock.  And  until  such  order  of  the  court,  and  assess- 
ment or  some  authorized  demand  upon  the  stockholder  to  pay  the 
balance  due  on  the  stock,  no  cause  of  action  accrues  against  him  in 
favor  of  the  assignees  in  bankruptcy  and  the  statute  of  limitation 
does  not  begin  to  run  in  his  favor.*  Again,  where  an  incorporation 
is  empowered  by  statute  to  collect  assessments  by  sale  of  stock,  and 
then  by  suit  for  the  balance  due,  the  statute  of  limitations  does  not 
begin  to  run  till  the  stock  is  sold  and  the  balance  ascertained 

148.  Call  by  Court  for  Unpaid  Stock  Subscriptions.— Unpaid  stock 
subscriptions,  subject  to  a  call  by  the  corporation,  are  a  trust  fund 
in  the  hands  of  the  directors  to  be  collected  and  honestly  appropriated 
to  the  payment  of  the  corporation's  just  debts,  and  where  they  neg- 
lect to  exercise  the  power  conferred  upon  them  to  make  a  call,  a 

4.  VermoDt  Marble  Co.  t.  Declez  198  Pa.  St.  68,  47  Aa  941,  S3  L.R.A. 

Granite  Co.,  135  Cal.  579,  67  Pac.  471  and  note. 

1057,  87  A.  S.  R.  143,  56  L.R.A.  728.  Note:  96  A.  S.  R.  985. 

5.  Crofoot  V.  Thatcher,  19  Utah  212,  7.  Hospea  v.  Northwestern  Mfg., 
57  Pae.  171,  75  A.  S.  R.  725  and  note;  etc.,  Co.,  48  Minn,  174,  60  N.  W.  1117, 
New  England  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v.  Haynes,  31  A.  S.  R.  637,  15  LJI.A.  470. 

71  Vt.  306,  45  Atl.  221,  76  A.  S.  R.  8.  Scovill  v.  Thayer,  105  U.  S.  143, 

771  and  note.  26  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  968. 

Notes:  96  A.  S.  R.  987;  1  L.RA.  9.  Cape  Fear,  etc,  Nav.  Co.  v. 

(N.S.)  914.  cox,  52  N.  C.  481,  78  Am.  Dec  260 

0.  Swearing  v.  Sewickley  Dairy  Co.,  and  note. 
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court  of  equity  may  enforce  such  payments.  When  this  procedure 
is  required  the  statute  does  not  begin  to  run  until  a  court  of  com- 
petent jurisdiction  has  made  a  decree  ordering  an  assesBment,^*  which 
has  the  same  effect  to  set  the  statute  in  motion  as  if  a  call  were  made 
by  the  o£Bcers  of  the  corporation.^'  So  when  the  terms  of  a  subscrip- 
tion to  stock  of  a  corporation  bind  the  stockholders  to  pay  "in  such 
instalments  as  may  be  called  for  by  said  company,"  and  Uie  corpo- 
ration, becoming  embarrassed,  executes  a  deed  of  assignment  for  the 
benefit  of  creditors,  not  having  called  in  all  the  stock  subscribed,  it 
has  been  held  that  the  statute  does  not  begin  to  run  in  favor  of  the 
stockholders  until  a  decree  is  rendered  by  a  court  of  equity  under  a 
bill  filed  by  the  creditors,  ma]dng  an  assessment  and  call  for  the 
unpaid  subscriptions.*' 

149.  Dividends. — ^When  a  corporation  has  declared  a  dividend,  and 
it  becomes  payable,  the  stockholder  is  regarded  as  having  a  vested 
right  in  the  money  thus  appropriated  and  may  demand  payment 
of  the  proportionate  part  thereof  which  belongs  to  the  shares  of  stock 
owned  by  him.  But  a  demand  for  payment  of  dividends  declared 
in  favor  of  stockholders  must  be  made  before  suit  can  be  maintained 
to  recover  them,*'  or  at  least  there  must  be  a  notice  to  the  share- 
holder that  his  rig^t  to  dividends  is  denied.**  And,  although  there 
appears  to  be  authoritiy  to  the  contrary,**  it  would  seem  to  follow  that 
in  the  absence  of  such  a  d^and  or  notice,  the  statute  of  limitations 
would  not  commence  to  run,**  provided  of  course  that  the  demand 
is  made  within  a  reasonable  time,  or  at  least  within  the  period  pre- 
scribed by  statute.*' 

Indemnity  Contracta 

150.  Bonds  and  Indemnity  Contracts. — The  time  when  the  statute 
commences  to  run  against  an  action  on  a  bond  or  contract  of  indemnity 
given  to  secure  the  performance  of  official  duties  or  of  some  act  or 
obligation  is,  to  a  great  extent,  controlled  both  by  the  statute  under 

10.  Scovill  V.  Thayer,  105  U.  8. 143,  See  Corporations,  vol.  7,  p.  294,  as 
26  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  968;  Glenn  v.  Semple,  to  actions  to  collect  dividends, 

80  Ala.  159,  60  Am.  Rep.  92.  14.  Philadelphia,  etc.,   R.   Co.  v. 

Notes:  3  A.  S.  B.  828;  136  A.  S.  B.  Cowell,  28  Pa.  St.  329,  70  Am.  Dec. 

481.  128  and  note. 

11.  Note:  3  A.  S.  R.  828.  15.  Winchester,  etc.,  Turnpike  Co.  v. 

12.  Glenn  v.  Semple,  80  Ala.  159,  60  Wickliffe,  100  Ky.  531,  38  S.  W.  866, 
Am.  Rep.  92.  66  A.  S.  R.  356  and  note. 

13.  Winchester,  etc.,  Tnmpike  Co.  v.  16.  Philadelphia,  etc.,  B.  Co.  v.  Co- 
Wickliffe,  100  Ky.  531,  38  S.  W.  866,  well,  28  Pa.  St.  328,  70  Am.  Deo.  128 
66  A.  S.  R.  356  and  note;  Philadelphia,  and  note. 

etc.,  R.  Co.  V.  Cowell,  28  Pa.  St  329,     Note :  99  Am.  Dec.  764. 
.  70  Am.  Dee.  128.  17.  See  supra,  par.  122,  as  to  necee- 

Note:  09  Am.  Dee.  764.  sity  of  demand. 
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which  the  bond  may  be  given  or  by  the  terms  of  the  contract  itself. 
There  must  of  course,  in  order  to  have  the  statute  attach,  be,  at  the 
least,  a  breach  of  the  bond,'^  at  which  time,  according  to  some  cases, 
the  period  begiils  to  run/*  while  in  others  it  is  said  to  commence 
in  favor  of  the  surety  when  he  becomes  liable  to  suit,**  and  yet,  again, 
from  the  time  the  promisee  sustains  actual  loss,  and  not  from  the  time 
the  promisor  become  liable  for  the  payment  of  it.'  Again,  it  has 
been  held  that  a  cause  of  action  against  an  officer  for  retaining  moneys 
occurs  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  and  that  the  statute  of  limitations 
does  not  commence  running  against  an  action  on  his  official  bond 
until  the  close  of  his  term  of  office,  though  the  conversion  of  whidi 
he  is  found  guilty  took  place  at  a  much  earlier  time.*  But  where 
action  can  be  brought  against  the  sureties  on  the  bond  of  an  officer 
for  his  misfeasance  in  office  at  the  same  time  it  is  brought  against 
him,  the  statute  of  limitations  also  begins  to  run  in  their  favor  from 
the  time  the  cause  of  action  against  him  accrues.' 

151.  Executor's,  Administrator's  and  Guardian's  Bond. — In  an 
action  upon  an  executor's  or  administrator's  bond,  the  foundation 
of  the  right  of  recovery  is  the  liability  of  the  principal,  when  a  judg- 
ment against  him  has  been  rendered.  The  cause  of  action  is  held  to 
accrue  upon  the  failure  of  the  executor  or  administrator  to  pay  the 
judgment  so  rendered  against  him.*  And  where  the  judgment  has 
been  reversed  on  appeal,  as  being  too  large,  and  the  case  has  been 
remanded,  the  statute  of  limitations  begins  to  run  from  the  date  of 
a  new  and  final  Judgment  for  the  amount  as  reduced  by  the  direction 
of  the  appellate  court.*  So  where  an  administrator  dies,  and  his 
administrator  files  an  account  of  his  intestate's  administration,  and 
a  decree  is  made,  showing  a  balance  due  the  estate,  in  a  suit  by  the 
distributees  against  the  sureties  on  the  bond  of  the  first  administrator, 
the  statute  of  limitations  be^ns  to  run  from  the  date  of  the  decree, 
and  not  from  the  death  of  the  administrator.*  And  in  an  action  by 
an  executor  on  the  bond  of  a  legatee,  conditioned  for  the  repayment 
of  the  legacy  in  case  a  deficiency  of  assets  should  arise,  it  has  been 
held  that  tiie  statute  of  limitation  commmcea  to  run  from  the  dis* 
^overy  of  the  deficiency  of  tiie  assets,  and  not  from  the  date  of  the 

18.  Middletown  v.  Newport  Hospi-  S.  McGovern  t.  Rectaus,  105  S.  W. 
tal,  16  R.  I.  319, 15  Atl.  800, 1  L.R.A.  965,  32  Ky.  L.  Rep.  364,  14  L.R.A. 
191.                                         .  (N.S.)  380. 

19.  Alexander  v.  Biyan,  110  U.  S.  4.  Nevitt  v.  Woodburn,  160  IlL  203, 
414,  4  S.  Ct.  107,  28  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  195;  43  N.  E.  385,  52  A  S.  R.  316  and 
Piesce  v.  Merrill,  128  Cal.  464,  61  Pac.  note. 

64,  79  A.  S.  R.  56  and  note;  State  v.      Note:  61  Am.  Dec.  503. 

Pratte,  8  Mo.  286,  40  Am.  Dec  140.        6.  Nevitt  v.  Woodburn,  160  HI.  203, 

20.  Note:  61  Am.  Dec.  507.  43  N.  E.  385,  52  A  S.  B.  315  and 

1.  Note:  13  Ann.  Caa.  699.  note. 

2.  People  V.  Van  Ness,  79  Cal.  84,  6.  Williams  v.  State,  68  Miss.  680, 
21  Pac.  554,  12  A.  S.  R.  134  and  note.  10  So.  52,  24  A.  S.  R.  297  and  note. 
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bond.'  Similarly  a  cause  of  action  against  a  surety  on  the  bond  of  a 
guardian  does  not  accrue,  nor  does  the  statute  of  limitations  com- 
mence to  run,  until  the  amount  of  the  liability  is  established  by  the 
order  of  the  probate  court  and  an  order  is  made  by  that  court  directing 
the  amount  to  be  paid  over.^  And  in  this  connection  it  has  been 
decided  that  a  guardian  is  "discharged,"  within  the  meaning  of  a 
statute  providing  that  no  action  shall  be  maintained  against  the 
sureties  on  his  bond  unless  commenced  within  four  years  from  the 
time  the  guardian  is  discharged,  whenever  the  guardianship  is  effec- 
tually determined  and  brought  to  a  close,  either  by  tiie  removal,  resig- 
nation, or  death  of  the  guardian,  the  marriage  of  a  female  guard- 
ian, the  arrival  of  a  minor  ward  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
or  otherwise.*  But  under  a'statute  providing  that  actions  upon  a 
guardian's  bond  mtist  be  commenced  within  three  years  after  a  re- 
moval or  discharge,  unless  at  the  time  of  the  discharge  the  person 
entitled  to  sue  was  under  legal  disability,  the  fact  that  no  action  could 
be  maintained  until  the  filing  of  the  Hnal  report  by  the  guardian  and 
its  confirmation  by  the  court  has  been  held  not  to  prevent  the  running 
of  the  statute  of  limitations.** 

*152.  Between  Principal  and  Surety  or  Cosureties. — The  statute  of 
limitations,  as  between  principal  and  surety,  begins  to  run  from  the 
time  of  the  payment  of  the  debt  by  the  surety,  and  not  from  the 
date  of  the  maturity  of  the  original  contract.^^  Similarly  the  right 
of  action  of  one  of  the  sureties  on  a  bond,  note,  or  other  obligation, 
who  has  paid  the  whole  or  more  than  his  proportionate  part  of  the 
sum  for  which  all  are  proportionately  liable,  to  compel  a  cosurety  to 
contribute  hia  share  to  the  amount  so  paid,  fwcrues  at  the  time  of 
payment  and  the  statute  begins  to  run  from  that  time."  And  it  has 
been  held  that  the  liability  of  a  surety  to  contribute  towards  the 
amount  paid  by  hia  cosurety  is  not  barred  by  the  running  in  his 
favor  of  the  limitation  period  against  the  claim  in  the  hands  of  the 
payee,  if  the  cosurety  subsequently  pays  the  claim  before  it  is  barred 

7.  Salisbury  t.  Black,  6  Hart.  *  J.     Note:  96  A.  8.  R.  »76. 

(Md.)  293,  14  Am.  Dec.  279.  12.  Hentzer  v.  Barlingame,  78  Kan. 

8.  Wallace  v.  Swepston,  74  Ark.  520,  219,  97  Pac.  371,  18  L.B.A.(N.S.)  585 
86  S.  W.  398, 109  A.  S.  R.  94  and  note,  and  note;  Cochran  v.  Walker,  82  Ky. 

9.  Perkins  V.  Cheney,  114  Mich.  567,  220,  56  Am.  Rep.  891;  Sheixod  v. 
72  N.  W.  695, 68  A.  S.  R.  495  and  note.  Woodard,  15  N.  C.  360,  25  Am.  Dee. 

10  Be^in  v.  Mai^,  18  Mont.  152,  714  and  note;  Camp  v.  Bostwick,  20 
44  Pac  528,  56  A.  S.  R.  665.  Ohio  St.  337,  5  Am.  Rep.  669;  BushneU 

11.  Loewenthal  v.  Coonan,  135  Cal.  t.  Bushnell,  77  Wis.  436, 46  N.  W.  442, 
381,  67  Pac  324,  87  A.  S.  R.  115  and  9  L.R.A.  411.  a  » 

note;  Graves    Johnson,  48  Conn.  160,     Notes:  61  Am.  Dec.  505;  10  A.  S.  B. 
40  Am.  Rep.  162:  Scott  v.  Nichols,  27  647;  60  A.  S.  B.  208: 18  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
Miss.  04,  61  Am.  Dec.  503  and  note;  685;  15  Ann.  G«c  1030;  21  Eng.  Bui. 
Hammond  v.  Hyers,  30  Tex.  375,  94  Caa.  636. 
Am.  Dec  322  and  note. 
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in  his  favor.*'  Where  such  a  suit  is  instituted,  founded  upon  the 
implied  promise  of  the  cosurety,  the  period  of  limitation  is  that 
applicable  in  the  case  of  an  implied  assumpsit,  and  not  the  period 
that  applies  to  a  suit  on  the  obligation.**  But  it  has  been  held  that 
a  surety  is  not  relieved  from  his  obligation  to  contribute  by  the  failure 
of  his  cosurety  to  make  payment  until  after  the  statute  of  limitations 
has  run  against  their  joint  obligation,  such  obligation  having  been 
kept  alive  as  against  the  latter  by  a  valid  judgment  in  favor  of  the 
obligee.^*  And  the  statute  has  been  held  not  to  begin  to  run  against 
a  surety  on  a  committee's  bond  in  favor  of  one  who  is  to  collect  money 
for  the  committee  and  retain  it  in  his  custody  until  the  surety  is  dis- 
charged from  his  liability  or  damnified,  from  the  time  the  money  is 
so  collected  by  him,  but  from  the  time  the  liability  of  the  surety  is 
fixed  by  the  settlement  of  the  committee's  account.'*  In  case  a  surety 
has  been  compelled  to  pay  the  amount  of  a  bond  under  an  erroneous 
judgment  it  is  held  that  the  statute  of  limitations  does  not  begin  to 
run  against  his  ri^t  to  compel  a  return  of  the  sum  so  paid  until 
the  judgment  is  reversed  on  appeal.'^ 

153.  Guaranty. — The  statute  of  limitations  commences  running  in 
favOT  of  a  guarantor  from  the  time  he  is  liable  to  suit,  and  this  may 
or  may  not  be  Uie  same  time  his  principal  becomes  so  liable.'^  In  ease 
of  an  al^lute  guaranty  the  liability  accrues  either  at  a  time  fixed  in 
the  contract  or  at  the  same  moment  that  the  right  of  action  accrues 
against  the  principal.*'  So  the  liability  of  the  guarantor  of  a  note 
secured  by  mortgage  accrues  at  the  time  of  the  maturity  of  the  note, 
without  regard  to  the  exhaustion  of  the  security.*®  And  if  notice  to  a 
guarantor  is  required  by  the  contract,  before  his  liability  to  pay  aiis2s, 
the  statute  will  not  commence  to  run  in  h^  favor  until  such  notice 
has  been  ^ven.'  In  the  case  of  a  continuing  guaranty  the  statute 
does  not  commence  to  run  in  favor  of  a  guarantor  until  there  is  a 
default  in  payment  by  the  principal,  and  a  full  and  complete  cause 
of  aetion  has  accrued  against  the  former*  So  if  a  guarantor  dis- 
charges the  debt  of  his  principal  before  the  statute  of  limitations  has 
operated  against  it,  a  right  of  action  on  such  payment  accrues  in  bis 
favor  and  against  hia  coguarantors,  and  the  statute  of  limitations 

13.  Hard  v.  Mingle,  206  N.  Y.  179,  18.  Hooper  v.  Hooper,  81  Md.  155, 
99  N.  E.  542,  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  113L     31  Atl.  508,  48  A.  S.  R.  496  and  note. 

14.  Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  1030.  19.  Note:  61  Am,  Dec  507. 

16.  Kelly  v.  Sproui,  153  Mich.  691,  20.  Woolwine  v.  Storrs,  148  Cal.  7, 

117  N.  W.  327,  15  Ann.  Cafc  1029  and  82  Pao.  434,  113  A.  S.  R.  183. 

note.  Note:  61  Am.  Dee.  607. 

16.  Keller  v.  Rhoads,  39  Pa.  St  613,  1.  Hooper  v.  Hooper,  81  Md.  155,  31 
80  Am.  Dec.  539.  Atl.  508,  48  A,  S.  R.  496  and  note. 

17.  Green  v.  Spokane  Connty,  65  2.  Bank  t.  Knotts,  10  Rich.  h.  (S. 
Wash.  308,  104  Pae.  filO,  25  L.R.A.  C.)  643,  70  Am.  Dec.  234. 

(N.S.)  31  and  note. 
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does  not  commence  to  run  until  such  payment'  And  as  the  statute 
does  not  begin  to  run  until  such  a  cause  of  action  has  accrued,  upon 
a  guaranty  of  payment  of  the  debt  of  another,  the  consideration  for 
which  is  forbearance  to  sue  for  a  reasonable  time,  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions does  not  begin  to  operate  until  such  reasonable  time  has  elapsed.* 
Again,  if  a  person,  acting  in  good  faith,  guarantees  that  the  ngnature 
to  an  irrevocable  power  of  attorney  to  transfer  shares  of  stock  in  a 
company  is  genuine,  such  guaranty  raises  an  implied  promise  upon 
the  part  of  the  guarantor  to  be  answerable  to  any  party  who  purchases 
the  certificate  and  power,  or  makes  a  transfer  of  it;  but  if  the  signature 
is,  in  fact,  a  forgery,  the  implied  promise  of  the  guarantor  is  broken 
when  it  is  made,  the  right  of  action  accrues  immediately,  and  the 
statute  of  limitations  begins  to  run  from  the  date  of  the  guaranty.* 

/n/urtM  to  Real  Property 

154.  General  Principles. — ^When  the  original  act  or  cause  of  injury 
ifl  permanent  in  its  nature  and  the  damages,  both  present  and  prospec- 
tive, may  be  recovered  in  one  action,  the  statute  will  generally  be 
regarded  as  attaching  at  the  time  the  act  complained  of  is  done.* 
But  where  a  wrongful  act  results  in  a  recurring  or  continuing  injury, 
there  is  a  cause  of  action  not  only  for  the  injury  consequent  upon  the 
OTiginal  act  but  also  for  such  succesdve  ones  as  may  result  in  the 
future,  in  which  case  the  statute  attaches  at  the  time  of  the  occurrence 
of  the  injury.'  Thus  if  a  trespass  is  followed  by  injury  c<k&stituting 

I.  Hooper  v.  Hooper,  81  Md.  155, 31  Bridge  Tenmnal  B.  Co.,  179  Uo.  698^ 

AO.  508,  48  A.  a  B.  496  and  note.  79  S.  W.  386,  101  A.  S.  R.  624,  64 

4.  Thomas  v.  Croft,  2  Bieh.  L.  (S.  L.RA.  959;  Angtin,  etc.,  B.  Go.  v. 

C)  113,  44  Am.  Dec.  279  and  note.  Anderson,  79  Tex.  427,  16  S.  W.  484, 

ft,  L^iigh  Coal,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Slakes-  23  A.  S.  B.  350  and  note;  Texas,  etc., 

lee;  189  Pa.  St.  13,  41  Aa  992,  69  A.  B.  Go.  v.  Bdwington,  100  Tex.  496, 101 

S.  B.  788  and  note.  8.  W.  441,  9  L.BJL.(N.S.)  988;  Vir- 

6.  Onlf,  etc.,  B.  Go.  v.  Moaelcy,  161  g^a  Hot  Spxinga  Go.  v.  MeCrary,  106 

Fed.  72,  88  C.  C.  A  236,  20  L.B.A.  Va.  461,  66  S.  E.  216,  10  Ann.  Gas. 

(K.S.)  885  and  note;  St  Louis,  ete.,  B.  179  and  note,  10  L.B.A.(N.S.)  465. 

Co.  V.  Biggs,  52  Ark.  240,  12  S.  W.  Notes:  126  A.  S.  B.  053;  10  Ann. 

20  A.  S.  B.  174  and  note,  6  LJIA.  Cas.  186;  5  L.B.A.(M.S.)  379;  36 

804  and  note;  Tuner  v.  Overton,  86  LJt.A.(N.S.)  835. 

Ark.  406,  111  8.  W.  270,  20  LJI.A  7.  Knapp,  etc.,  Hfg.  Co.  v.  New 

(NJ3.)  894  and  note;  St  Fianeis  Levee  Tork,  etc.,  B.  Co.,  76  C<mn.  311,  56 

Dist  V.  Barton,  92  Ark  406,  123  S.  Atl.  612,  100  A.  8.  B.  994;  Smith  v. 

W.  382,  IBS  A.  S.  B.  191,  25  LJLA  Sedalia,  152  Uo.  283,  63  8.  W.  907,  48 

(N.S.)  645  and  note;  Powers  v.  Conn-  L.B.A.  711;  Premont,  ete.,  B.  Coi.  v. 

eU  Blnffs,  45  la.  652, 24  Am.  Bep.  792;  Harlin,  50  Neb.  698,  70  N.  W.  263.  61 

National  Cooper  Co.  v.  Minnesota  Min.  A.  S.  B.  678  and  note,  36  L.B.A.  417; 

Co.,  57  Mich.  83,  23  N.  W.  781,  58  Am.  Chicago,  etc.,  B.  Co.  v.  Emmert,  53 

Rep.  333;  Priebe  v.  Ames,  104  Minn.  Neb.  237,  73  N.  W.  640,  68  A  S.  B. 

419,  116  N.  W.  829,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  602  and  note;  Cfanreh  of  Holy  Com- 

206  and  note ;  De  Geof  roy  v.  Merchants  mnnion  v.  Pateracm  Elztension  B.  Co., 
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a  continuing  nuisance,  the  damages  for  the  original  trespass  must 
all  be  lecovered  in  one  action,  but  successive  actions  may  be  brought 
to  recover  damages  for  the  continuation  of  the  wrongful  conditions^ 
and  in  these  the  damages  are  estimated  only  to  the  date  of  the  bring- 
ing of  each  suit,  and  the  statute  of  limitations  does  not  begin  to  run 
from  the  date  of  the  original  trespass.^  So  the  right  of  action  for 
trespass  to  real  estate  does  not  accrue  to  the  one  owning  the  property 
at  the  time  the  trespass  is  committed,  in  the  case  of  a  sewer  system 
emptying  into  a  stream  to  the  injury  of  a  riparian  owner,  where  the 
extent  of  the  injury  cannot  then  be.for  all  time  estimated,  while  subse- 
quent change  of  the  outlet  and  enlargement  of  the  system  materially 
increase  the  injury  after  the  change  in  the  ownership  of  the  riparian 
property.'  Again,  where  an  act  is  not  necessarily  injurious  or  is 
not  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  another,  the  act  itself  affording  no 
cause  of  action,  the  statute  of  limitations  begins  to  run  against  an 
action  for  consequential  injuries  resulting  therefrom  only  from  the 
time  actual  damage  ensues.^*  So  it  is  held  that  the  statute  does  not 
attach  against  a  right  of  action  for  damages  for  the  removal  of  lateral 
support  until  injury  actually  results.*'  And  it  has  been  decided  that 
the  statute  begins  to  run  against  an  .action  for  injuries  by  the  settling 
of  the  walls  of  a  building  because  of  insufficiency  of  a  retaining  wall 
built  by  a  railroad  company  whop  constructing  its  tracks  in  a  cut 
alongside  of  the  property  when  the  injury  occurs,  and  not  at  the 
time  of  the  completion  of  the  wall.'*   This  principle  has  also  been 

66  N.  J.  L.  218,  49  Atl.  1030,  55  UR.A.  Ark.  406,  123  S.  W.  382,  135  A  S.  R. 

81  and  note;  Austin,  etc.,  B.  Co.  v.  191,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  646  and  note; 

Anderson,  79  Tex.  427,  15  S.  W.  484,  Cfaurefa  of  Holy  Communion  v.  Pater- 

23  A.  S.  R.  350  and  note;  Doran  v.  son  Extension  R.  Co.,  66  N.  J.  L.  218, 
Seattle,  24  Wash.  182,  64  Pae.  230,  85  49  Atl.  1030,  55  L.R.A.  81  and  note; 
A.  S.  R.  948,  54L.R.A.  632  and  note;  Austin,  etc.,  R.  Co.  Andeison,  79 
Pickens  v.  Coal  River  Boom,  etc.,  Co.,  Tex.  427,  15  S.  W.  484,  23  A.  S.  R. 
51  W.  Va.  445,  41  S.  E.  400,  90  A.  S.  350  and  note;  Eells  v.  Chesapeake,  etc., 
R.  819;  Pickens  v.  Coal  River  Boom,  R.  Co.,  49  W.  Va.  65,  38  S.  E.  479, 
etc.,  Co.,  66  W.  Va.  10,  65  S.  E.  865,  87  A.  S.  R.  787  and  note;  Backhouse 

24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  354  and  note.  v.  Bonomi,  34  L.  J.  Q.  B.  181,  9  H.  L. 
Notes:  126  A.  S.  R.  953  ;  36  L.R.A.  Cas.  603,  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  215  and 

(U.S.)  835.  note. 

8.  Doran  v.  Seattle,  24  Wash.  182,  Notes:  96  A.  8.  R.  953,  954  ;  61 
64  Pac.  230,  85  A.  S.  R.  948  and  note,  L.R.A.  7U;  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  379;  13 
34  L.R.A.  532.  Ann.  Cas.  698. 

9.  Smith  V.  Sedalia,  152  Mo.  283,  53  11.  Smith  v.  Seattle,  18  Wash.  484, 
S.  W.  283,  48  L.R.A.  711.  51  Pac.  1057,  63  A.  S.  B.  910  and  note. 

10.  West  Pratt  Coal  Co.  v.  Dorman,     Notes:  33  A.  S.  B.  472;  126  A.  S.  R. 
161  Ala.  389,  49  So.  849,  135  A.  S.  R.  954. 

127  and  note,  18  Ann.  Cas.  750  and      12.  Church  of  Holy  Communion  r. 
note,  23  L.R.A.{N.S)  805  and  note;  Faterson  Extension  B.  Co.,  66  N.  J.  L. 
Tamer  v.  Overton,  86  Ark.  406,  111  S.  218,  49  AtL  1030,  66  L.B.A.  81  and 
W.  270,  20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  894  and  note;  note. 
St.  Francis  Levee  Dist.  v.  Barton,  92 
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applied  where  a  structure,  though  permanent  in  ita  character,  is  not 
necessarily  and  of  itself  a  permanent  and  continuing  nuisance,  but 
only  becomes  such  in  consequence  of  some  supervening  cause  which 
produces  special  injury.  In  such  cases  the  statute  begins  to  run 
against  the  cause  of  action  therefor  only  from  the  time  of  its  accrual, 
that  is,  from  the  time  wh^  the  actual  damage  is  occasioned.'*  Thus 
where  a  structure  is  erected  which  occasions  no  injury  to  neighboring 
property  at  the  time  of  the  erection,  but  subsequently  casts  water  upon 
adjacent  premises  to  their  detriment,  the  cause  of  action  for  the  tort 
arises,  and  the  statute  of  limitation  thereon  commences  to  run,  at  the 
time  the  injury  is  suffered,  and  not  at  and  from  the  date  of  the  erection 
of  the  structure.**  But  when  the  purchaser  of  a  railroad  from  a  tres- 
passer, who  has  laid  the  track  in  a  street  without  right  to  do  so,  takes 
possession,  it  has  been  held  that  a  new  cause  of  action  arises,  and  as 
to  such  purchaser  and  against  abutting  owners  the  period  of  limitation 
begins  to  run  from  that  date,  where  the  statute  prohibits  the  laying 
of  a  railroad  track  in  a  street  until  the  damage  is  ascertained  and 
paid  to  abutting  owners.'* 

155.  Nuisances^ — ^Although  there  is  some  conflict  as  to  when  the 
statute  attaches  in  particular  cases  of  actions  to  recover  damages  for 
nuisances,  the  rule  as  supported  by  the  weight  of  authority  seems 
to  be  that  when  by  wrongful  acts  a  permanent  nuisance  is  created 
and  the  injury  therefrom  is  direct,  immediate,  and  complete,  so  that 
the  damages  can  be  immediately  measured  in  a  single  action,  the 
statute  will  begin  to  run  from  the  erection  of  the  nuisance.'*  On  the 
other  hand,  when  the  injury  is  not  complete,  so  that  the  damages  can 
be  measured  at  the  time  of  the  creation  of  the  nuisance  in  one  action, 
but  depends  upon  its  continuance  and  the  u^icertain  operation  of  the 
seasons  or  of  the  forces  set  in  motion  by  it,  the  statute  will  not  begin 

13.  Note:  13  Ann.  Gas.  698.  See  in-  652,  24  Am.  Rep.  792;  McDaoiel  t. 
fra,  par.  155,  as  to  nnisaneea.  Cherryrale,  91  Skn,  40,  136  Pac.  899, 

14.  Note:  126  A.  S.R.  954.  See  in-  50  L.R.A.(N.S.)  388;  De  Geofroy  v. 
fra,  par.  156-158,  as  to  overflowing  Merchants'  Bridge  Terminal  R.  Co., 
lands.  179  Mo.  698,  79  S.  W.  386,  101  A.  S. 

15.  Harbaeh  t.  Des  Moines,  etc.,  R.  R.  624,  64  L.R.A.  959;  Austin,  et«.,  R. 
Co.,  80  la.  593,  44  N.  W.  348,  11  Co.  v.  Anderson,  79  Tex.  427, 16  §.  W. 
L.R.A.  113.  484,  23  A.  S.  R.  350  and  note;  Texas, 

16.  St.  Louis,  etc,  R.  Co.  v.  Bigga,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Edrington,  100  Tex.  496, 
52  Ark.  240, 12  S.  W.  331,  20  A.  8.  R.  101  S.  W.  441,  9  L.R.A.(N.S.)  988; 
174  and  liote,  6  L.R.A.  804  and  note;  Yirginia  Hot  Springs  Co.  v.  McCray, 
Turner  v.  Overton,  86  Ark.  406,  111  106  Va.  461,  56  S.  E.  216,  10  Ann. 
S.  W.  270,  20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  894  and  Caa.  179  and  note,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
note ;  St.  Francis  Levee  Dist.  v.  Barton,  465 ;  Pickens  v.  Cotd  River  Boom,  etc., 
92  Ark.  406,  123  S.  W.  382,  135  A.  S.  Co.,  66  W.  Va.  10,  65  S.  E.  806,  24 
R.  191,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  645  and  note;  L.R.A.(N.S.)  354  and  note. 
Cliicago,  etc,  R.  Co.  v.  Loeb,  118  III.  Notes:  126  A.  S.  R.  953;  10  Ann. 
203,  8  N.  B.  460,  59  Am.  Rep.  341  and  Caa.  186. 

note;  Powers  v.  Cotmcil  BlnfF,  45  la. 
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to  run  until  actual  damage  has  resulted  therefrom.^'  In  the  applica- 
tion of  tiiese  principles  a  nuisance  resulting  from  the  smoke,  dust, 
cinders,  and  noise  of  a  railroad  is  regarded  as  of  a  permanent  nature, 
depreciating  the  market  value  of  neighboring  property,  and  there- 
fore all  the  damages  are  recoverable  in  a  single  action,  and  the  statute 
runs  from  the  time  the  railroad  commences  operaUon.^^  And  although 
a  mmilar  conclusion  has  been  reached  in  respect  to  a  nuisance  caused 
by  the  discharge  of  sewage  from  a  sewer  system  of  permanent  con- 
struction into  a  stream  or  upon  the  land  of  another,"  it  seems  to  be 
generally  held  that  a  nuisance  thus  caused  is  continuing  and  is  of 
such  a  temporary  nature  that  an  action  may  be  brought  and  recovery 
had  for  damages  caused  thereby  within  the  statutory  period  of  limitar 
tions  immediately  preceding  the  action,  although  the  original  cause  of 
action  is  barred.***  Similarly  the  cause  of  action  to  an  owner  of  land 
damaged  by  deposits  on  it  of  refuse  material  put  into  a  stream  by  a 
person  engaged  in  mining  operations,  and  thence  carried  by  its  waters 
and  deposited  on  the  land,  first  accrues  when  the  matenal  is  thus 
deposited;  and  the  statute  does  not  run  against  such  action  until 
then,  there  being  no  right  of  action  prior  diereto.*  Among  other 
instances  of  the  starting  of  the  statute  at  the  time  when  damage  and 
loss  occur  rather  than  when  the  original  act  is  done  or  structure 
erected  may  also  be  mentioned  that  of  an  injury  to  the  operation  of  a 
mill  as  a  result  of  deposits  in  the  stream ;  *  damages  caused  by  the 
use  of  a  stne^  in  front  of  the  premises  of  an  abutting  owner  by  a 
railroad  company,  in  an  improper  manner,'  and  injuries  to  adjoining 
property  as  a  result  of  the  negligent  erection  of  a  bulkhead  by  a 

17.  St  Looia,  etc.,  R.  Co.  y.  Biggs,  18.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.  t.  Loeb,  118 

62  Ark.  240,  12  S.  W.  331,  20  A.  S.  R.  111.  203,  8  N.  E.  460,  S9  Am.  Rep.  341 

174  and  note,  6  L.R.A.  804  and  note;  and  note. 

Turner  v.  Overton,  88  Ark.  406,  111  Note:  10  Ann.  Caa.  186. 

8.  W.  270,  20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  894  and  19.  McDaniel  v.  Cherryvale,  91  Kan. 

note;  St.  Francis  Levee  Dist.  v  Barton,  40, 136  Pac.  899,  50  L.R.A.{N.S.)  388; 

92  Ark.  406,  123  S.  W.  382,  135  A.  S.  Virginia  Hot  Springs  Co.  v.  McCray, 

R.  191,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  645  and  note;  106  Va.  461,  56  S.  E.  216,  10  Ann. 

De  Oeofroj  t.  Merchants'  Bridge  Ter-  Cas.  179  and  note,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

minal  R.  Co.,  179  Mo.  698,  79  S.  W.  465. 

386,  101  A.  S.  R.  524,  64  L.R.A.  959;  20.  LonisviUe  t.  Norris,  111  Ky.  903, 

Austin,  etc.,  R.  Co,  v.  Anderson,  79  64  S.  W.  958,  98  A.  S.  R.  437  and  note. 

Tex.  427,  15  S.  W.  484,  23  A.  S.  R.  Notes:  10  Ann.  Caa.  185;  61  L.R-A. 

350  and  note;  Doran  v.  Seattle,  24  711. 

Wash.  182,  64  Fae.  230,  85  A.  S.  R.  1.  Day  v.  Louisville  Coal,  etc.,  Co., 

948,  54  L.R.A.  532  and  note;  Pickens  60  W.  Va.  27,  53  S.  K  776, 10  UB.A. 

v.  Coal  River  Boom,  etc.,  Co.,  66  W.  (N.S.)  167. 

Va.  10,  65  S.  E.  865,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  2.  Pickens  v.  Coal  River  Boom,  etc., 

354  and  note.  Co.,  66  W.  Va.  10,  65  S.  E.  865,  24 

Notes:  126  A.  8.  R.  953;  65  L.R.A.  LJl.A.(N.S.)  354  and  note. 

285  ;  36  LJl.A.(N.S.)  835;  10  Ann.  3.  Note:  36  UR.A.(N.8.)  835. 
Caa.  185. 
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municipality.*  But  a  right  of  action  against  a  railroad  company  for 
the  erection  and  operation  of  water  tanks  upon  its  right  of  way  to  the 
injury  of  abutting  property  is  held  to  arise  when  the  tanks  are  built 
and  put  in  operation,  it  appearing  that  the  injury  then  resulted.' 

156.  Pennanent  Immediate  Injury  from  Overflow  of  Land.— It 
seems  &at  where  a  structure  is  erected  which  is  of  a  permanent  char- 
acter, resulting  in  immediate  and  permanent  injury  to  another  by 
causing  water  to  overflow  his  lands,  for  which  a  recoyery  may  be  had 
in  one  action  for  damages,  both  present  and  prospective,  a  right  of 
action  therefor  at  once  arises,  against  which  the  statute  of  limitations 
will  commence  to  run  from  the  erection  of  the  structure.  This  prin- 
ciple has  found  most  frequent  application  in  cases  of  the  erection  by 
railroad  companies  of  embankments,  bridges  and  the  like  obstructing 
the  flowage  of  streams  or  of  surface  water  from  adjacent  lands.*  Thus 
where  an  embankment  completely  stops  the  drainage  of  adjacent 
lands,  the  injury  is  permanent  and  original,  for  which  damages  there- 
for should  be  sou^t  in  one  action,  and  the  statute  begins  to  run 
from  the  time  of  tlie  construction,  although  the  injurious  effects  on 
land  and  crops  are  not  at  once  apparent.^  And  it  has  been  held 
that  an  action  for  damages  for  tibe  overflowing  of  lands  by  the  main- 
tenance and  erection  of  a  mill  dam  which  is  a  permanent  structure 
cannot  be  maintained  unless  it  is  brought  within  the  specified  time 
after  damages  are  first  sustained  by  reason  of  the  dam.* 

157.  Injury  from  Overflow  Arising  after  Erection  of  Structure. — 
It  frequently  happens  that  the  structure  may  not  cause  injury  at  the 
time  of  its  erection  and  that  the  damage  results  at  a  later  date  when, 
owing  to  increased  flowage  at  certain  seasons,  water  is  cast  upon  adjoin- 
ing property.  In  the  case  of  railroad  embankments  there  are  fre- 
quently present  elements  of  uncertainty,  aich  as  the  insufliciency  of 
the  openings  which,  the  presumption  may  be  indulged,  the  railroad 
might  at  any  time  in  the  future  sufficiently  enlf^ge,  rather  than 
submit  in  the  first  action  to  the  recovery  of  all  the  consequential 
damages.  In  the  second  place,  where  the  damage  is  to  crops,  it  maj 
depend  entirely  upon  the  possibility  of  the  nonrecurrence  of  the  over 
running  flood  in  any  given  year,  or  the  contingency  of  no  crop  being 

4.  Doran  v.  Seattle,  24  Wash.  182,  eis  Levee  Dist.  t.  Barton,  92  Ark.  406, 

64  Pae.  230,  85  A.  S.  B.  948,  54  L.B.A.  123  S.  W.  382,  135  A.  S.  B.  191,  26 

532  and  note.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  645  and  note. 

6.  Texas,  etc.,  B.  Co.  v.  Edrington,  Notes:  20  A.  S.  B.  176;  20  L.B.A. 

100  Tex.  496,  101  S.  W.  441,  9  L.B.A.  (N.S.)  886;  10  Ann.  Cas.  186, 

(N.S.)  988.  7.  St.  Francis  Levee  Dist.  v.  Barton, 

6.  Gulf,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Moseley,  161  92  Ark.  406,  123  8.  W.  382,  135  A.  S. 

Fed.  72,  88  0.  C.  A.  236,  20  L.B.A.  R.  191,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  645  and  note. 

(N.S.)  885  and  note;  Turner  v.  Over-  8.  Priebe  v.  Ames,  104  Minn.  419, 

ton,  86  Ark.  406,  111  S.  W.  270,  20  116  N.  W.  829,  17  L.B.A.(N.S.)  an» 

L.B.A.(N.S.)  894  and  note;  St.  Fran-  and  note. 
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planted  thereon,  or  being  cultivated  in  a  product  subject  to  little 
damage  from  a  temporary  overflow  *  In  this  class  of  cases  the  damage 
cannot  be  estimated  at  the  time  the  structure  is  erected  because  of  the 
uncertainty  of  the  extent  of  the  injury,  if  any  should  result.  UndOT 
these  circumstances  the  general  rule  seems  to  be  that  the  statute  will 
begin  to  run  from  the  time  the  injury  ^  sustained.'**  Thus  where 
a  railroad  embankment  and  culverts  do  not  of  themselves  constitute 
a  nuisance  nor  an  invasion  of  a  party's  rights,  not  being  put  on  his 
land,  and  only  become  a  nuisance  at  intervals  by  diverting  water  from 
rfdnfalls  from  its  usual  flow  upon  his  land,  a  cause  of  action  does  not 
accrue  to  him  until  the  injury  is  sustained."  And  the  cause  of  action 
for  an  injury  to  land  and  crops  ca\^ed  by  ihe  negligent  construction 
of  an  embankment  by  a  railroad  company,  whereby  the  flood  waters 
of  a  natural  stream  are  arrested  and  held  upon  such  land,  accrues  at 
the  date  of  the  injury,  and  not  at  the  tame  of  the  completion  of  such 
negligent  construction."*  The  same  principle  has  also  been  applied 
in  the  case  of  flooding  caused  by  bridges,"  and  for  injuries  caused 
by  seepage  from  an  irri^tion  ditch. >^  Again,  in  the  case  of  injury 
caused  by  the  discharge  of  water  and  sewage  as  a  result  of  a  change  of 
grade  of  a  street  or  by  other  municipal  operations,  it  has  been  held 
that  Uie  statute  begins  to  run  from  the  time  of  the  damage."  And 
where  the  action  was  not  one  for  permanent  injury  to  the  land  leased 
by  the  plaintiff,  but  for  damages  to  growing  crops  and  personal  prop- 
erty, caused  by  the  negligent  reconstruction  and  the  maintenance  of  a 
ditch  and  dam,  it  was  held  that  his  right  of  action  accrued  when 
his  property  was  injxu^  and  destroyed.** 

9.  Gulf,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Moseley,  161  954;  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  380;  20  L.R.A. 
Fed.  72,  88  C.  C.  A.  236,  20  L.EJL  (N.S.)  886;  13  Ann.  Cas.  699. 
(N.S.)  885  and  note.  11.  Austin,  etc,  R.  Co.  v.  Andexson, 

10.  KeUy  v.  Pittsburgh,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  79  Tex.  427, 15  S.  W.  484,  23  A.  S.  R. 
28  Ind.  App.  457,  63  N.  E.  233,  91  350  and  note. 

A.  S.  R.  134  and  note;  Sullens  v,  Chi-  12.  Chicago,  etc.,  R^  Co.  v.  Emmert, 

cago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  74  la.  659,  38  N.  W.  53  Neb.  237,  73  N.  W.  540,  68  A.  S.  R. 

545,  7  A.  S.  R.  501;  Willitts  v.  Chi-  602  and  note. 

cago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  88  la.  281,  55  N.  W.  13.  Broadway  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Leaven- 

313,  21  L.R.A.  608;  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  worth  Terminal  R.,  etc.,  Co.,  81  Kan. 

Co.  V.  Emmert,  53  Neb.  237,  73  N.  W.  616,  106  Pac.  1034,  28  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

540,  68  A.  S.  R.  602  and  note;  Cristen-  166;  Eells  v.  Chesapeake,  etc.,  R.  Co., 

sen  V.  Omaha  Ice,  etc.,  Co.,  92  Neb.  49  W.  Va.  65,  38  S.  E.  479,  87  A.  S. 

245,  138  N.  W.  141,  41  L.R.A.fN.S.)  R.  787  and  note. 

1221;  Ridley  v.  Seaboard,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  Note:  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  381. 

118  N.  C.  996,  24  S.  E.  730,  32  L.R.A.  14.  Middlekamp  v.  Bessemer  Irriga- 

708;  Austin,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Anderson,  ting  Ditch  Co.,  46  Colo.  102,  103  Pac 

79  Tex.  427,  15  S.  W.  484,  23  A.  S.  R.  280,  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  795  and  note. 

350  and  note;  Eells  v.  Chesapeake,  etc.,  15.  Note:  65  L.R.A.  285. 

R.  Co.,  49  W.  Va.  65,  38  S.  E.  479,  87  16.  Christensen  v.  Omaha  Ice,  etc.^ 

A.  S.  R.  787  and  note.  Co.,  92  Neb.  245,  138  N.  W.  141,  41 

Notes:  20  A.  S.  B.  178;  126  A.  S.  R.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1221. 
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158.  Successive  Injuries  from  Orerflowiog. — Id  those  cases  where 
DO  immediate  iDjury  from  overflow  results  from  the  erectioa  of  a 
structure,  but  occurs  at  a  later  date,  there  is  also  authority  for  Hie 
doctriue  that  successive  actions  may  be  brought  for  Uie  injuries  as 
th^  occur,  each  continuance  or  recurrence  of  the  injury  being  re- 
garded as  a  new  nuisance.  In  those  jurisdictions  whiclk  recognize 
this  doctrine,  it  is  held  that  the  statute  attaches  at  time  each  cause 
of  action  arises  and  that  the  injured  party  may  recover  all  damage 
accruing  within  the  statutory  period.^'  In  this  connection  it  has 
been  declared  that  when  the  first  overflow  of  lands,  arising  from  the 
negligent  discharge  of  surface  water  thereon,  which  caused  damage, 
furnished  no  safe  or  substantial  basis  from  which  future  damages 
accruing  from  year  to  year  from  the  same  cause  could  be  calculated, 
the  right  of  action  is  not  barred  by  limitation,  though  such  first  over' 
flow  occurred  more  than  the  prescribed  period  prior  to  the  commence* 
ment  of  suit*'  Thus  where  a  railroad  is  so  constructed  as  to  cause 
water  occasionally  to  overflow  lands  adjacent  to  it,  an  action  will  lie 
to  recover  damages  resulting  from  such  overflowing  at  each  successive 
recurrence  thereof;  and  the  statute  will  be^  to  run  upon  the  happen- 
ing of  the  injury  complained  of,  and  not  at  the  fime  of  the  building 
of  the  road.>*  And  where  ditches  are  constructed  along  a  railway 
track  in  such  a  manner  that  the  adjacent  lands  may  be  injured  thereby, 
their  owner  may  recover  for  each  successive  injury,  and  hence  the 
statute  of  limitations  does  not  commence  to  run  against  him  upon 
the  completion  of  the  ditches.** 

159.  Mining  Operations. — A  cause  of  action  does  not  accrue  to  the 
owner  of  the  upper  soil  until  by  reason  of  the  failure  of  support  by 
the  underlying  strata,  through  causes  put  into  operation  by  mining 
them,  there  has  been  an  interference  with  the  enjoyment  of  the 
upper  soil.'  The  wrong  consists  in  the  disturbance  of  the  surface  and 
not  in  the  making  of  the  excavation,  as  the  latter  act  may  not  prove 
injurioiis  in  fact*  Therefore,  although  it  has  been  held  that  the 
statute  begins  to  run  from  the  date  of  an  ezdavation,  and  not  from 

17.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Biggs,  la.  15,  52  N.  W.  668,  41  A.  S.  R.  473. 
52  Ark.  240, 12  S.  W.  331,  20  A.  S.  R.  19.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Biggs, 
174  and  note,  6  L.R.A.  804  and  note;  52  Ark.  240,  12  S.  W.  331,  20  A.  S.  R. 
Fremont,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Harlin,  50  174  and  note,  6  L.B.A.  804  and  note. 
Neb.  698,  70  N.  W.  263,  61  A.  S.  R.  20.  Fremont,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Harlin, 
578  and  note,  36  L.R.A.  417;  Anstin,  50  Neb.  698,  70  N.  W.  263,  61  A.  S. 
etc.,  K.  Co.  V.  Anderson,  79  Tex.  427,  R.  578  and  note,  38  L.R.A.  417. 

15  S.  W.  484,  23  A.  S.  B.  350  and  1.  West  Pratt  Coal  Co.  v.  Dorman, 

note.  161  Ala.  389,  49  So.  849,  ia5  A.  S.  R. 

Notes:  20  A.  8.  R.  177;  20  L.R.A.  127  and  note,  18  Ann.  Cas.  750  and 

(N.S.)  888.  note,  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  805  and  note. 

18.  Hunt  V.  Iowa  Cent  R.  Co.,  86  2.  Note:  68  L.R.A.  693. 
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that  of  the  resulting  subsidence,*  the  general  rule,  according  to  the 
weight  of  authority,  is  that  it  does  not  begin  to  run  against  a  cause 
of  action  for  injury  to  the  surface  by  mining  operations  until  some 
actutd  mischief  has  been  done  to  it,  regardless  of  when  the  mining 
was  done.*  In  the  case  of  an  action  for  the  removal  of  coal  from  a 
stratum  beneath  the  surface  of  land  by  wrongfully  extending  a  mine 
under  lands  of  other  owners  it  has  been  held  that  the  statute  begins 
only  from  the  time  of  actual  discovery  of  the  trespass,  or  the  time 
when  discovery  was  reasonably  possible,  at  least  so  far  as  it  applies 
to  the  recovery  of  compensation  which  would  be  allowable  on  a  bill 
for  an  account  in  equity  in  a  state  where  equity  is  administered 
through  common  law  forms  of  action.*  T]iis  principle  has  also  been 
applied  in  the  case  of  a  reversioner  in  a  long  time  leascb* 

Mortgages 

160.  In  General. — The  statute  of  limitations  commences  to  run 
against  a  mortgage  from  the  time  when  the  right  to  foreclose  accrues.' 
And  it  has,been  held  that  a  grantee  of  mortgaged  premises  may  add 
to  the  time  that  the  statute  of  limitations  has  run  in  bis  favor  the 
time  it  has  run  in  favor  of  his  grantor,  in  order  to  make  up  the 
aggregate  period  required  to  bar  such  an  action.*  Where,  however, 
by  the  terms  of  a  deed  accepted  by  the  grantee,  he  has  assumed  and 
agreed  to  pay  a  mortgage  on  the  property  conveyed,  the  debt  becomes, 
upon  his  acceptance  of  the  deed,  Uie  independent  debt  of  the  grantee 
io  the  holder  of  the  mortgage,  and  the  limitation  of  time  for  bringing 
a  suit  thereon  begins  to  run  from  the  date  of  such  acceptance.*  But 
where  in  such  a  case  the  mortgage  is  foreclosed  and  the  land  sold 
to  pay  the  debt,  leaving  unpaid  a  portion  thereof  which  the  grantor 
pays,  a  cause  of  action  against  the  vendee  accrues  at  the  time  of  such 
payment,  at  which  time  the  statute  begins  to  run.^^  Again,  while 
the  relation  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee  continues,  neither  party 

8.  Noonan  v.  Pardee,  200  Pa.  St  684,  28  L.B.A.  283. 

474,  50  Atl.  255,  86  A.  S.  R.  722,  55  6.  Kingston  v.  Lehigh  YaL  Coal  Co., 

L.R.A.  410  and  note.  241  Pa.  St  469,  88  AtL  763,  49  LJLA. 

Note:  23  L.RJl.(N.S.)  806.  (N.S.)  657  and  note. 

4.  West  Pratt  Coal  Co.  v.  Dormaa,  7.  Nevitt  v.  Baeon,  32  Miss.  212,  66 

161  AU.  389,  49  So.  849, 135  A.  S.  B.  Am.  Dee.  609  and  note. 

127  and  note,  18  Ann.  Cas.  750  and  Note:  76  Am.  Dee.  87. 

note,  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  805  and  note;  8.  Paine  v.  Dodds,  14  N.  D.  189, 103 

Backhouse  t.  Bonomi,  34  L.  J.  Q.  B.  N.  W.  931,  U6  A.  S.  B.  674. 

181,  9  H.  L.  Cas.  503,  16  Eng.  Bnl.  9.  Schmneker  v.  Sibert,  16  Kan. 

Cas.  215  and  note.  104,  26  Am.  Rep.  765;  Hendricks  v. 

Notes:  33  A.  S.  IL  472;  3  Ann.  Gas.  Brooks,  80  Ean.  1,  101  Pae.  622,  133 

123.  A.  8.  B.  186. 

6.  Lew^  T.  MeFrieke  Coke  Co.,  166  10.  Poe  t.  Dixon,  60  Ohio  St  124, 

Pa.  St  536,  31  AU.  261,  45  A.  S.  R.  54  N.  E.  86,  71  A.  S.  B.  713. 
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in  possessioa  can  inteipose  the  statute  of  limitations  as  a  defense 
against  the  other.  It  can  commence  to  run  only  after  that  relation 
has  been  terminated  in  some  of  the  modes  known  to  law.'*  And 
nether  the  mortgagor  nor  his  grantee  can  defeat  the  mortgagee's 
right  of  action  by  retaining  possession  and  paying  taxes.^'  The 
possession  of  the  mortgagor  by  the  sufferance  or  forbearance  of  the 
mortgagee  cannot  become  adverse  until  the  mortgagor  ceases  to  recog- 
nize the  mortgagee's  title^  and  the  payment  of  interest  is  said  to  be 
plenary  evidence  that,  up  to  that  time,  the  possession  of  the  mortgagor 
had  not  become  adverse.^  In  the  ease  of  a  mortgagee  obtaining  a 
decree  of  foreclosm^,  he  thereby  acquires  a  new  title  under  which  hia 
right  to  bring  an  action  against  the  mortgagor  to  recover  possession 
first  accrues  at  the  date  of  the  decree,  and  ^e  time  of  limitation  to 
bar  that  action  runs  only  from  that  date."  Again,  where  by  statute 
a  conveyance  of  real  property  is  void  as  against  any  subsequent  pur- 
chaser or  mortgagee  of  the  same  property  in  good  faith  and  for 
valuable  consideration  whose  conveyance  is  first  duly  recorded,  it 
has  been  held  that  the  statute  of  limitations  in  favor  of  the  grantee 
under  such  an  unrecorded,  conveyance  does  not  begin  to  run  against 
an  action  to  foreclose  the  mortgage  until  a  conveyance  is  recorded 
or  the  mortgagee  has  actual  notice  of  it.*' 

161.  Effect  of  Acceleration  Clause. — Where  a  mortgf^  is  given  to 
secure  several  notes  which  fall  due  at  different  dates,  the  statute  of 
limitations  commences  to  run  as  to  each  note  at  maturity,  and  is  not 
postponed  until  the  maturing  of  the  last  note.^'  But  according  to 
some  authorities  where  a  mortgage  contains  an  acceleration  clause  to 
the  effect  that  if  there  shall  be  a  default  of  the  payment  of  interest 
the  principal  sum  secured  shall  forthwith  become  due  and  payable, 
the  right  of  action  to  recover  the  principal  accrues  at  once  upon  such 
a  default,  and  the  statute  of  limitations  then  begins  to  run  against 
that  right,''  it  being  said  that  such  a  clause  is  not  a  one-sided  affair 
vesting  a  mere  option  .in  the  mortgagee  but  confers  a  right  upon  the 
mortgagor,  equal  with  that  given  to  the  mortgagee,  to  insist  upon  it 

11.  Noma  V.  He,  152  HL  190,  38  N.  W.  K.  653, 16  Eng.  Rul.  Caa.  389. 

E.  762,  43  A.  S.  R.  233;  Colton  v.  De-  16.  Hibernia  Sav.,  etc.,  Soc.  v.  Farn- 

pew,  60  N.  J.  Eq.  46^  46  AtL  728,  83  ham,  153  Cal.  578,  96  Pae.  9, 126  A.  S. 

A.  S.  R.  660  and  note.  R.  129. 

12.  Norris  V.  He,  152  m.  190,  38  N.  16.  George  v.  Butler,  26  Wash.  466, 
E.  762,  43  A.  8.  R.  233.  67  Pae.  263, 90  A.  B.  B.  756, 57  L.B.A. 

13.  Colton  V.  Depew,  60  N.  J.  Eq.  396. 

454,  46  AtL  728,  83  A.  S.  B.  650  and  17.  Snyder  t.  MUler,  71  Kan.  410, 
note.  80  Pac.  970,  114  A.  S.  R.  489,  69 

14.  Heath  v.  Pngh,  6  Q.  B.  D.  345,  L.R.A.  250;  McFaddeu  v.  Brandon,  8 
60  L.  J.  Q.  B.  473,  44  L.  T.  N.  S.  327,  Ont.  U  Rep.  610,  2  Ann.  Caa.  853  and 
29  W.  R.  904, 16  Eng.  RoL  Gas.  376;  note. 

Pugh  V.  Heath,  7  App.  Cas.  235,  51     Note:  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1191. 
L.  J.  Q.  B.  367,  46  L.  T,  N.  S.  321,  30 
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and  receive  whatever  advantage  he  can  from  its  enforcement.^^  Other 
cases,  however,  are  authority  for  the  doctrine  that,  though  it  is  pro- 
vided in  the  mortgage  that  upon  default  in  the  payment  of  interest' 
the  right  to  foreclose  shall  immediately  accrue,  it  does  not  have  the 
effect,  in  case  of  such  a  default,  of  starting  the  statute  of  limitations 
running  in  favor  of  the  mortgagor,  as  the  clause  is  lor  the  benefit  of 
che  mortgagee,  who  may  waive  his  right  in  this  respect,  in  which  case 
the  mort^igor  is  precluded  from  taking  advantage  of  it.''  In  such 
a  case  It  is  said  that  an  option  of  this  character  is  a  mere  penalty  put 
on  the  maker  in  favor  of  the  holder  of  the  note  which  the  latter  may 
waive  and  that  even  his  express  declaration  of  the  election  to  exercise 
the  option  does  not  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  waive  it.-*^  By  some 
provisions  an  option  is  given  to  the  mortgagee  to  declare  the  whole 
debt  due  in  case  of  a  default  in  the  payment  of  interest.  In  these 
cases  if  it  is  not  exercised  it  would  seem  that  the  statute  would  begin 
on  the  several  notes  only  from  their  respective  dates-  of  maturity.' 
But  a  provision  in  a  mortgage  securing  a  note  payable  a  certain  time 
after  date  that,  upon  default  in  payment  of  interest,  the  mortgagee 
may  sell  the  land  at  public  auction  on  the  premises  after  publication 
of  notice,  and  retain  out  of  the  proceeds  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  the 
note  and  interest,  does  not  render  the  entire  sum  due  upon  exercise 
of  the  power  of  sale,  so  that  the  statute  of  limitations  will  begin  to 
run  at  that  time.* 

Trutta 

162.  In  General. — ^The  rule  as  to  when  the  statute  of  limitationa 

be(»ins  to  run  differs  in  the  case  of  voluntan'  and  of  involuntary 
trustees.  If  a  voluntary  trustee  does  not  repudiate  the  trust,  but  con- 
tinues to  act  under  and  in  harmony  with  it,  the  beneficiaries  have  no 
right  of  action  against  him,  and  the  statute  must  remain  inoperative 
until  the  trust  is  repudiated.'  But  it  is  generally  held  that  no  repudia- 
tion of  Ein  implied  or  constructive  trust  is  necdbsary  to  set  the  statute 
in  operation.'  In  such  cases  the  general  rule  is  that  it  runs  from  the 
time  when  the  act  was  done  by  which  the  party  became  chargeable 

18.  Snyder  v.  Miller,  71  Kan.  410,  2.  Hall  y,  Jameson,  151  Cal.  606,  91 
80  Pac.  970,  114  A.  S.  B.  489,  69  Pae.  518,  121  A.  S.  R.  137,  12  LJI.A. 
L.R.A.  250.  (N.S.)  1190  and  note. 

19.  Snohomish  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  3.  Norton  v.  Baseett,  154  Cal.  411, 
Parker,  28  Wash.  234,  68  Pac.  756,  92  97  Pac.  894, 129  A.  S.  B.  162  and  note. 
A.  S.  B.  828  and  note.  See  Lyell  v.  Kennedy,  14  Ap^.  Gas. 

20.  Moore  v.  Bussell,  133  Cal.  297,  437,  59  L.  J.  Q.  B.  268,  62  L.  T.  N.  S. 
65  Pac.  624,  85  A.  S.  R.  166.  77,  38  W.  B.  353,  16  Eng.  BuL  Gas. 

1.  Moline  Plow  Co.  v.  Webb,  141  U.  342  and  note. 
S.  616, 12  S.  Ct.  100,  35  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)      4.  Norton  v.  Baasett,  154  Cai.  411, 
879.  97  Pac  894, 129  A.  S.  R.  162  and  not& 

Note:  12  L.B.A.(N.S.)  1190. 

794 


Digitized  by  Google 


17  R,  C.  L. 


UAUTATION  OF  ACTIONS 


i  162 


as  trustee  by  implication  or,  as  it  is  sometimes  expressed,  from  the 
time  when  the  cestui  que  trust  eould  have  enforced  his  right  by  suit.* 
It  is  said,  however,  that  to  accept  without  qualification  the  rule 
that  the  statute  runs  ag^nst  all  implied,  resulting  or  constructive 
trusts  wotild  be  error,  as  whare  a  resulting  trust  has  every  element 
which  operates  to  take  an  express  trust  out  of  the  statute  and  prevent 
it  from  running  against  the  trust  until  after  it  has  been  effectually 
repudiated.*  And  it  has  been  declared  that  as  long  as  there  is  a 
coptinuing  and  subsisting  equitable  trust  acknowledged  or  acted  upon 
by  the  parties,  the  statute  of  limitations  does  not  apply,  but  if  the 
trustee  denies  the  right  of  his  cestui,  que  trust,  and  the  possession 
becomes  adverse,  lapse  of  time  from  that  period  may  constitute  a  bar 
in  equity.'  Thus  when  a  resulting  trust  arises  from  the  purchase  by 
a  husband  in  his  own  name  with  his  wife's  money,  it  has  been  held 
that  the  statute  of  limitations  begins  to  run  in  favor  of  the  husband 
and  against  the  wife,  at  the  time  of  the  conveyance,  if  there  is  no 
recognition  of  the  wife's  rights,  but  if  her  rights  are  recognized,  the 
statute  of  limitation  begins  to  run  in  favor  of  the  husband  and  against 
the  wife  at  the  time  when  the  husband  begins  to  hold  adversely.* 
And  in  general  aside  from  those  instances  of  technical  and  continuing 
trusts  which  are  not  at  all  cognizable  at  law,  but  fall  within  the 
proper,  peculiar  and  exclusive  jiirisdiction  of  equity,  the  right  of 
action  of  the  cestui  que  trust  arises  only  on  the  demand  which  deter- 
mines the  relation  between  the  parties,  and  the  date  of  the  demand 
is  the  beginning  of  the  course  the  statute  has  to  run.*  And  the  fact 
that  money  due  a  cestui  que  trust  is  allowed  by  him  to  remain  in  the 
hands  of  the  trustee  after  the  termination  of  an  express  trust  does 
not  change  the  nature  of  the  debt,  and,  until  an  accounting  is  had 
or  demanded,  the  statute  of  limitations  does  not  begin  to  run.^*  So 

5.  Norton  v.  Bassett,  154  GaL  411,  405,  39  A.  S.  R.  844  and  note. 

97  Pac.  894, 129  A.  S.  R.  162  and  note;  Notes:  71  A.  S.  R.  355;  136  A.  S. 

Patterson  v.  Nichol,  6  Watts  (Pa.)  R.  483;  1  L.R.A.  319. 

379,  31  Am.  Dee.  473.  8.  Haney  v.  Legg,  129  Ala.  619,  30 

Note:  99  Am.  Dec.  391.  So.  34,  87  A.  S.  R.  81;  Hinze  v.  Hinze, 

6.  Fawcett  v.  Fawcett,  85  Wis.  332,  76  Kan.  169,  90  Pac  762,  12  Lil.A. 
55  N.  W.  405,  39  A.  S.  R.  844  and  note.  (N.S.)  493  and  note. 

7.  Haney  v.  Legg,  129  Ala.  619,  30  Notes:  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  572;  Ann. 
So.  34,  87  A.  S.  R.  81;  Talbott  v.  Bar-  Cas.  1915D  633. 

ber,  11  Ind,  App.  1,  54  A.  S.  R.  491  See  Husband  and  Witb,  vol.  13,  p. 

and  note;  Pierce  t.  Perry,  189  Mass.  1391,  as  to  resulting  trusts  in  favor 

332,  75  N.  E.  734,  109  A.  S.  E.  637;  of  wife. 

Connecticut  Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Smith,  9.  Love  v.  Watkins,  40  CaL  547,  6 

117  Mo.  261,  22  S.  W.  623,  38  A.  S.  Am.  Rep.  624. 

R.  656;  Kane  v.  Bloodgood,  7  Johns.  Note:  136  A.  S.  R.  484. 

Ch.  (N.  Y.)  90,  11  Am.  Dec.  417  and  10.  Pierce  v.  Perry,  189  Mass.  332, 

note;  Hinton  v.  Pritchard,  107  N.  C.  75  N.  E.  734,  109  A.  S.  R.  637;  Jones 

128, 12  8.  E.  242, 10  L.R.A.  401;  Faw-  v.  Home  Sav.  Bank,  118  Mich.  155,  76 

«ett  V.  Fawcett,  85  Wis.  332,  55  N.  W.  N.  W.  322,  74  A.  8.  R.  377  and  note. 
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against  a  cestui  que  trust  in  possession  the  statute  does  not  begin  to 
run  until  the  date  of  his  ouster,  no  matter  what  the  nature  of  the 
trust  may  be.'*  As  against  the  right  of  an  heir  to  enforce  a  con- 
structive trust  in  favor  of  his  ancestor  the  statute  begins  to  run  at 
the  same  time  that  it  comniiences  against  the  ancestor.^'  The  statute 
also  begins  to  run  against  a  trustee  from  the  probate  of  a  will  and  pos- 
session under  it,  where  separate  property  of  tiie  wife  is  allowed  by  her 
trustee  to  remain  in  her  husband's  possession,  who,  at  his  death,  dis- 
poses of  it  by  will,  and  where  the  trustee  is  cognizant  of  facts  suffi- 
ciently charging  him  with  implied  notice  of  the  general  provisions 
of  the  will  before  it  is  admitted  to  probate.**  But  a  conveyance  or 
sale  by  a  trustee  of  the  brust  property  for  his  own  benefit  is  a  repudia- 
tion of  the  trust,  and  the  statute  of  limitations  against  both  the  trustee 
and  the  cestui  que  trust  runs  from  the  time  of  such  sale.'*  And  the 
release  and  discharge  of  a  trustee  signed  and  sealed  by  all  parties  in 
interest,  and  obtained  by  the  trustee  by  fair  and  just  means,  will 
operate  to  discharge  him  from  all  adult  parties  interested,  and  as  to 
them  the  statute  of  limitations  begins  to  run  from  the  date  of  the 
release. 

163.  Express  Trusts.— As  between  the  trustee  and  cestui  que  trust 
the  statute  does  not  commence  to  run,  in  case  of  express  trusts,  so  long 
as  the  trust  relation  continues  and  is  recognized.  But  when  a  teustee 
of  an  express  trust  denies  the  trust  and  assumes  the  absolute  ownership 
of  the  property,  and  his  claim  is  brought  home  to  the  cestui  que 
trust,  a  cause  of  action  exists  in  favor  of  the  latter  from  the  time  he 
receives  notice  o'f  the  repudiation  by  tbe  trustee,  and  the  statute  begins 
to  run  from  that  time,'*  for  such  denial  and  adverse  claim  are  an 


11.  Fawcett  T.  Fawcett,  85  Wis.  332,  (L.  ed.)  96;  GlennoB  v.  Harris,  149 
65  N.  W.  405,  39  A.  S.  B.  844  and  Ala.  236,  42  So.  1003,  13  Ann.  Cas. 
note.  1163  and  note,  9  L.R.A.(N.S.)  214; 

12.  Lide  v.  Park,  135  Ala.  131,  33  MUea  v.  Thome,  38  Cat  335,  99  Am. 
So.  176,  93  A.  S.  R.  17.                 '  Dec  384  and  note;  Fox  v.  Tay,  89  CaL 

13.  Bryan  v.  Weenui,  29  Ala.  m,  339,  24  Pae.  855, 26  Pac.  897,  23  A.  S. 
65  Am.  Dec.  407  and  note.  R.  474  and  note;  Talbott  v.  Barber,  11 

14.  Yeager  Kentucky  Bank,  127  Ind.  App.  1,  38  N.  E.  487, 54  A.  S.  B. 
Ey.  751,  106  S.  W.  806, 16  Ann.  Cas.  491  and  note;  Hinze  v.  Hinze,  76  Kan. 
587  and  note;  Bmilie  v.  BifOe,  2  Pa.  169,  90  Pae.  762, 12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  493 
St.  52,  44  Am.  Dee.  156.  and  note;  Deeouehe  v.  Savetier,  3 

16.  Anderson  v.  Simms,  29  S.  C.  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  T.)  190,  8  Am.  Doc 

247,  7  S.  E.  289, 13  A.  S.  R.  711,  478;  Maxwell  v.  Barringer,  110  N.  C. 

16.  Van  Wyck  v.  Enevals,  106  U.  S.  76,  14  S.  E.  516,  28  A.  S.  R.  668  and 

360,1S.  Ct.336,27U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  201;  note;  Patterson  v.  Nichol,  6  Watts 

Speidel  v.  Henrici,  120  U.  S.  377,  7  (Pa.)  379,  31  Am.  Dec.  473;  Haynie 

S.  Ct  610,  30  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  718;  Gis-  v.  Hall,  5  Humph.  (Tenn.)  290,  42 

bom  V.  Charter  Oak  Life  Ins.  Co.,  142  Am.  Dec  427  and  note;  Grofoot  t. 

U.  S.  326,  12  S.  Ct.  277,  35  U.  8.  (L.  Thatcher,  19  Utah  212,  57  Pac.  171,  75 

ed.)  1029;  New  Orleans  v.  Warner,  A.  S.  R.  725  and  note;  Felkner  t. 

175  U.  S.  120,  20  S.  Ct  44,  44  U.  S.  Dooly,  28  Utah  236,  78  Pac  366,  3 
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abandonment  of  the  fiduciary  character  in  which  the  trustee  has 
stood  to  the  property."  The  reason  for  the  statute  not  attaching  until 
then  is  that  the  possession  of  the  trustee  is  the  possession  of  his 
beneficiary,  and  hence  his  possession  is  not  adverse  to  the  equitable 
title  of  the  latter,  but  consistent  wjth  it.*"  The  principle,  however, 
does  not  apply  until  the  connection  is  so  wholly  at  an  end  as  to  indicate 
that  the  cestui  que  trust  is  no  longer  controlled  by  the  influence,  pro- 
ceeding from  the  trustee,  which  existed  during  the  continuance  of 
the  trust**  And  it  is  essential  for  the  trustee  to  show  a  plain,  strong, 
and  unequivocal  renunciation  in  order  to  have  the  benefit  of  the 
statute.**  In  this  connection  it  may  be  noted  that  an  assignee,  in  an 
assignment  for  the  benefit  of  creditors,  is  a  trustee,  with  powers  and 
duties  such  as  usually  pertfun  to  that  office,*  and  it  has  been  held 
that  the  statute  does  not  run  in  his  favor  until  relieved,  removed, 
or  discharged  by  order  of  the  proper  court,  as  against  a  creditor  of 
the  assignor  who  has  shown  himself  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the 
assignment.' 

Work,  Labor  and  Servicer 

164.  In  General. — ^Where  a  claim  for  work,  labor  or  services  per- 
formed represents  distinct  contracts  for  the  items  specified  it  would 
seem  that  the  statute  would  commence  to  run  as  to  those  items  repre- 
sented by  each  contract.  But  where  the  matters  specified  in  the  claim 
are  the  outgrowth  of  an  entire  contract  for  continuous  labor  or  services, 
the  demand  will  be  considered  as  an  entire  one  and  the  statute  will 
not  attach  until  the  completion  of  the  contract.*  In  the  case,  however, 
of  a  hiring  of  services,  without  agreement  as  to  term  or  amount  of 
compensation,  and  in  the  absence  of  evidence  of  payments,  it  is 
declared  that  the  law  will  not,  under  such  circumstances,  imply  an 
agreement  that  compensation  shall  be  postponed  until  the  termina- 
tion of  the  employment.*  Thus  where  one  renders  service  for  another, 
during  a  course  of  years,  upon  a  mere  expectation  of  being  remu- 
nerated by  the  employer's  wiU,  as  a  matter  of  gratitude  c/r  generosity, 

Ana.  Cas.  199  and  note;  Faweett  t.  8  L.R.A.  480  and  note. 

Fawcett,  85  Wis.  332,  55  N.  W,  405,  19.  Note :  99  Am.  Dec.  392. 

39  A.  S.  R.  844  and  note.  20.  Note:  99  Am.  Deo.  392. 

Notes :  40  A.  S.  R.  108;  78  A.  S.  R.  1.  See  Assiqnicents  fob  Bsnetit  op 

123;  136  A.  S.  R.  483;  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cbbditors,  toI.  2,  p.  706. 

Cas.  270.  2.  MoUhenny  Co.  v.  Todd,  71  Tex. 

17.  Note:  99  Am.  Dec  391.  400,  9  S.  W.  445, 10  A.  S.  R.  753. 

18.  Miles  V.  Thorne,  38  Cal.  335,  99  3.  Eliot  v.  Lawton,  7  Allen  (Mass.^ 
Am.  Dec.  384;  Edwards  v.  University,  274,  83  Am.  Dec.  683.   See  infra,  par. 
21  N.  C.  325,  30  Am.  Dec.  170  and  166,  as  to  services  by  an  attorney, 
note;   Haynie  v.  Hall,  5  Humph.  4.  In  re  Gardner,  103  N.  Y.  533,  • 
(TennO  290,  42  Am.  Dec.  427;  Hughes  N.  E.  306,  67  Am.  Rep.  768. 

V.  Blown,  88  Tenn.  578,  13  S.  W.'  286, 
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there  being  no  special  contract  or  agreement  between  the  parties  as  to 
the  duration  of  the  services  or  the  compensation,  and  the  will  makes 
no  such  provision  for  remuneration,  it  has  been  held  that  the  statute 
of  limitations  attaches,  not  from  the  testator's  death,  as  in  the  case  of 
an  explicit  agreement  to  the  aboye  effect,  but  from  the  end  of  each 
year  in  which  the  services  were  performed,  they  being  regarded  as 
performed  from  year  to  year.*  In  such  cases  the  court  may,  as  bearing 
upon  the  time  the  statute  commences,  give  proper  consideration  to  a 
prevalent  custom  or  usage  f^}pr<^riate  to  the  kind  of  service  as  to  the 
time  when  payments  are  usually  made.*  But  it  has  been  held  that 
regular  payments  for  a  period  of  time  of  a  part  of  the  monthly  wages 
earned  by  a  servant,  who  has  been  working  for  his  employer  for  several 
years  without  a  settiement,  will  make  the  account  mutual  for  the 
purpose  of  determining  whether  any  part  is  barred  by  the  statute  of 
limitations.' 

165.  Compensation  to  Be  Hade  on  Happening  of  Contingency. — 
When  compensation  for  services  is  not  to  be  made  until  a  certain 
date,  or  the  happening  of  a  certain  event,  full  compensation  may 
be  recovered  at  law  for  all  services  performed  prior  to  that  date,  as 
the  statute  of  limitations  does  not  begin  to  run  until  the  time  so 
fixed.*  In  accordance  with  this  principle  the  general  rule  prevails 
that  where  personal  services  are  performed  by  one  person  for  another 
during  life  under  a  contract  or  mutual  unde^tanding,  fairly  to  be 
inferred  from  their  conduct  and  declarations  and  the  attending  cir- 
cumstances, that  compensation  therefor  is  to  be  provided  in  the  will 
of  the  party  receiving  the  benefit  of  them,  and  tibe  latter  dies  intestate 
or  fails  to  make  such  provision,  the  subsisting  contract  is  then  broken, 
and  not  only  will  the  action  then  lie  for  the  recovery  of  their  reason- 
able value,  freed  from  the  operation  of  the  statute,  but  it  could  not 
be  maintained  before.'  So  the  cause  of  action  for  breach  of  contract 
to  devise  land  in  consideration  of  services  rendered  arises  upon  breach, 
and  recovery  may  be  had  for  the  value  of  all  the  services,  although 
part  were  rendered  beyond  the  statutory  limitation  period  prior  to 
the  breach.^**  The  reason  for  this  doctrine  is  placed  upon  the  ground 

6.  Miller  v.  Lasb,  85  N.  G.  61,  39     9.  Miller  t.  Lash,  86  N.  G.  61,  39 

Am.  Rep.  878.   See  Taylor     Thiem-  Am.  Rep.  678;  Kauss  v.  Rohner*  172 

an,  132  Wis.  38,  111  N.  W.  229,  122  Pa.  St.  481,  33  Atl.  1016,  61  A.  S.  R. 

A.  S.  R.  943.  762  and  note;  Price  v.  Price,  Cheves 

6.  In  T8  Gardner,  103  N.  T.  533,  9  Eq.  (S.  C.)  167,  34  Am.  Dec.  608; 
N.  E.  306,  67  Am.  Rep.  768;  Miller  v.  Ooodloe  v.  Goodloe,  116  Tenn.  252,  92 
Laah,  85  N.  G.  51, 39  Am.  Rep.  678.  S.  W.  787,  8  Ann.  Caa.  112  and  note, 

7.  Hay  t.  Peterson,  6  Wyo.  419,  45  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  703;  Jilson  t.  Gilbert, 
Pac.  1073,  34  L.R.A.  581.   See  supra,  26  Wis.  637,  7  Am.  Rep.  100. 

par.  171,  as  to  mutual  aeeounts.  10.  Goodloe  v.  Goodloe,  116  Tenn. 

8.  Cooper  t.  Colson,  66  N.  J.  Eq.  252,  92  S.  W.  767,  8  Ann.  Caa.  112,  ft 
328,  58  Atl.  337,  105  A.  S.  R.  660,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  703  and  note. 

Ann.  Cas.  997. 
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that  no  breacii  of  the  agreement  occurs  until  the  decedent's  death, 
for  until  then  no  debt  is  due  and  no  lawful  demand  can  be  made, 
and  therefore  the  statute  of  limitations  does  not  begin  to  run  until 
that  time.**  Thus  neglect  to  sue  until  after  the  death  of  a  parent, 
by  a  son  who  had  rendered  certain  services  in  the  lifetime  of  the 
'former,  in  expectation  that  provision  would  bo  made  for  him  in  the 
parent's  will,  by  way  of  reward,  it  being  understood  that  his  services 
were  not  to  be  gratuitous  but  that  the  testator  would  make  compen- 
sation therefor  at  his  death,  is  not  such  neglect  as  will  bring  the 
denumd  within  the  statute  of  limitations,  so  as  to  bar  an  action  for 
its  recovery,  as  in  such  a  case  a  right  did  not  accrue  until  the  testa- 
tor's death.*'  But  where  the  contract  is  broken  by  the  refusal  of 
the  promisor  during  his  lifetime  to  receive  the  services,  the  statute 
of  limitations  begins  to  run  at  the  date  of  the  breach,  as  the  right 
of  action  accrues  at  that  time.**  And  in  case  of  recovery  upon  an 
implied  contract,  arising  because  of  the  invalidity  of  an  express  prom- 
ise to  will  real  estate,  the  cause  of  action  accrues  when  tiie  services 
are  rendered  as  in  other  ,ca8es  of  implied  contract** 

Other  Particular  Relations  and  Matters 

166.  Agents,  Brokers,  and  Factors. — Aside  from  those  cases  where 
there  is  an  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  agent  immediately  on 
receipt  of  money  to  pay  it  over  to  his  principal  without  any  demand 
or  where  there  is  some  element  of  fraud,  in  which  cases  the  statute 
begins  to  run  without  any  demand,  it  is  said  that  having  in  view 
the  duty  of  reporting  to  the  principal  the  receipt  of  money,  upon 
which*  the  principal  should  with  reasonable  promptness  demand  it, 
there  is  ample  authority  that  the  statute  will  not  begin  to  run  against 
the  principal  until  after  the  timely  demand  on  the  agent  or  attorney 
as  the  case  may  be,**  or  the  termination  of  the  agency.**  If  the 
party  acts  as  genial  agent  or  factor,  with  no  stated  time  of  account- 
ing, the  relation  is  tiiat  of  trustee,  and  the  statute  will  not  begin 
to  run  until  accounting  or-demand.*^  Thus  a  demand  by  the  prin- 

11.  Goodloe  T.  Goodloe,  116  Tenn.  324,  25  Am.  Deo.  112.  See  also  Lyell 
252,  92  S.  W.  767,  8  Ann.  Cas.  112  v.  Kennedy,  14  App.  Cas.  437,  59 
and  note,  6  L.RA.{N.S.)  703;  Jilson  L.  J.  Q.  B.  268,  62  L.  T.  N.  S.  77,  38 
V.  Gilbert,  26  Wis.  637,  7  Am.  Rep.  W.  R.  353,  16  Eng.  Rul,  Cas.  342. 
100;  In  re  Kessler,  87  Wis.  660,  69  Notes:  99  Ana.  Dec.  393;  136  A.  S. 
N.  W.  129,  41  A.  S.  R.  74.  R.  487;  1  L.R.A.  319. 

Note:  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  703.  16.  Hopkins  v.  Hopkins,  4  Strob. 

12.  Price  V.  Price,  Chevea  Eq.  (S.  Eq.  (S.  C.)  207,  63  Am.  Dec  663  and 
C.)  167,  34  Am.  Dec.  608.  note. 

13.  Note:  8  Ann.  Cas.  114.  17.  Rowan  t.  Chenowetb,  49  W.  Va. 

14.  Taylor  v.  Tbieman,  132  Wis.  38,  287,  38  S.  S.  6H  87  A.  S.  R.  796  and 
111  N.  W.  229, 122  A.  S.  R.  943.  note. 

16.  Jndah  v.  Dyott,  3  Btoekf.  (Ind.) 
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cipal  on  an  agent  or  factor  for  the  proceeds  of  goo^  sold  by  him 
on  commission  has  been  held  essentifd  in  order  to  start  the  running 
of  the  statute.^^  And  a  factor  in  possession  of  funds  belonging  to 
his  principal,  when  there  is  nothing  in  the  contract  or  the  custom 
of  the  place  requiring  that  the  funds  should  be  paid  over  any  par^ 
ticular  time,  cannot  set  up  title  to  such  funds  without  notice  to  the- 
principal  that  he  no  longer  holds  them  for  his  benefit  The  statute 
doee  not  begin  to  run  in  his  favor  until  such  notice,  or  until  there 
has  been  a  demand  and  refusal  to  pay,  <x  an  account  rendered 
accompanied  by  an  offer  to  settle.^'  And  an  agent  with  whom  money 
is  deposited  to  make  loans  and  invest  need  not  account  until  demand, 
and  the  statute  does  not  run  until  then.*®  But  where  the  agency  is 
special  the  statute  attaches  on  consummation  of  each  transaction  and 
in  case  of  an  ordinary  collecting  agent  the  statute  runs  immediately 
regardless  of  demand  or  after  a  reasonable  time  to  notify  the  prin- 
cipal,* unless  the  agent  has  fraudulently  c(mcealed  the  fact  of  the 
receipt  of  the  money  by  him.*  This  view  has  been  taken  in  the  case 
of  an  attorney  who  has  collected  money  fov  his  client.'  Aiid  it  has 
been  held  that  a  tenant  in  common  may  consider  his  cotenant,  who 
has  sold  part  of  the  common  property,  as  his  agent  and,  in  an  action 
for  his  share  of  the  proceeds  of  such  sale,  the  statute  will  be  regarded 
as  attaching  when  the  money  was  received.* 

167.  Bailments.— The  statute  of  limitations  does  not  b^in  to  run 
in  favor  of  a  bailee  and  against  a  bailor  until  the  latter  has  made 
demand,  when  the  bailment  is  gratuitous,  and  the  bailee  holds  specific 
property  for  the  benefit  of  the  bailor  without  permission  or  authority 
to  use  it.*  So  in  the  case  of  a  deposit  of  money  which  is  payable 
on  demand,  the  statute  of  limitations  does  not  run  until  a  demand 
has  been  made  and  refused.*  An  instrument  acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  money  "on  deposit"  imports  a  contract  and  the  law  implies, 
as  a  part  of  that  contract,  that  on  reaaontible  demand  the  depositor 
is  entitled  to  receive  back  that  which  belongs  to  him  and  until  demand 

18.  Jndah  v.  Dyott,  3  Blackf.  (Ind.)  Douglas  v.  Cony,  46  Ohio  St.  349,  21 
324,  26  Am.  Dec  112.  N.  E.  440, 15  A.  S.  R.  604  and  note. 

19.  Teasley  v.  Bradley,  110  Oa.  497,     Note:  99  Am.  Dec.  393. 

3d  S.  E.  782,  78  A.  S.  R.  113  and  note.     3.  See  supra,  par.  134,  as  to  actions 

20.  Notes:  99  Am.  Dec  394  ;  78  A.  against  attorneys. 

S.  B.  123;  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  359.  4.  Miller  v.  MUIer,  7  Pick.  (Mass.) 

1.  Schofield  T.  WooUey,  98  Ga.  548,  133,  19  Am.  Dec  264  and  note.  See 
25  S.  E.  769, 58  A.  S.  R.  315  and  note;  Cotehakoy,  vol.  7,  p.  853,  as  to  when 
Douglas  V.  Corrjr,  46  Ohio  St.  3^,  21  statute  conunences  to  nm  in  aetiona 
N.  E.  440, 15  A.  S.  R.  604.  between  eotenants. 

Notes:  99  Am.  Dec.  393;  78  A.  S.  B.  5.  Goodwin  v.  Ray,  108  Tenn.  614, 

123;  16  Eng.  Rol.  Cas.  359.  69  S.  W.  730, 91  A.  S.  B.  761  and  note. 

2.  Wilder  v.  Secor,  72  la.  161,  33  6.  Long  v.  Straus,  107  Ind.  94,  6 
N.  W.  448,  2  A.  S.  R.  236  and  note;  N.  E.  123,  7  N.  E.  763,  57  Am.  Bap. 
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is  made,  unless  there  was  a  wrongful  conversion  or  loss  by  some 
•  gross  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  depositary,  there  is  no  right  of 
action  and  the  statute  does  not  run.^  The  same  situation  exists  in 
respect  to  an  action  founded  on  contract  for  the  safe  keying  and 
delivery  up  of  the  goods  on  demand.^  And  the  faet  that  the  demand 
and  refusal  ^ere  made  at  a  place  where  the  depositary  or  bailee  was 
not  bound  to  produce  the  goods  does  not  render  another  demand 
necessary  *  The  decisions  in  these  cases  are  founded  upon  much 
the  same  principles  as  q>ply  in  cases  of  trusts,^*  it  being  declared 
that  the  statute  will  not  begin  to  run  in  favor  of  a. bailee  until  he 
denies  the  bailment  and  converts  the  property  to  his  own  use  and 
that  a  refusal  to  deliver  the  property  on  demand  is  a  coQvarsion.^> 
So  against  an  action  of  detinue  the  statute  runs  from  the  demand 
and  refusal  to  deliver  the  property.** 

168.  Bank  Deposits. — It  is  a  general  rule  that  against  a  deposit 
of  this  character  with  nothing  fixing  any  time  or  terms  for  its  repay- 
ment, the  statute  of  limitations  does  not  commence  to  run  in  favor 
of  the  bank  until  there  has  been  a  demand  by  check  or  otherwise 
and  a  refusal  to  pay,*'  unless  by  some  act  on  the  part  of  the  bank, 
the  necessity  of  demand  has  been  dispensed  with.**  The  relation 
between  a  bank  and  its  depositor  is  not  merely  that  of  debtor  and 
creditor  in  its  strict  sense.**  The  rule  is  founded  upon  the  theory  that 
the  engagement  of  a  bank  with  its  depositor  is  not  to  pay  absolutely 
and  immediately,  but  when  payment  shall  be  required  at  the  bank- 
ing house.  It  becomes  a  mere  custodian,  and  is  not  in  default  or 
liable  to  respond  in  damages  until  demand  has  been  made  and  pay- 
ment refused.  Such  are  the  terms  of  the  contract  implied  in  the 
transaction  of  receiving  money  on  deposit,  terms  necessary  alike  to 
the  depositor  and  the  banker.  And  it  is  only  because  such  is  the 
contract  that  the  bank  is  not  under  the  obligation  of  a  common  debtor 

87  and  note;  Goodwin  v.  Ray,  108  294,  39  N.  W.  506,  9  A.  S.  E.  477  and 
Tenn.  614,  69  S.  W.  730,  91  A.  S.  R.  note,  1  L.R.A.  318. 


Notes :  136  A.  S.  R.  485 ;  4  Ann.  Cas.      13.  Landis  v.  Saxton,  105  Mo.  486. 


7.  Long  V.  Straus,  107  Ind.  94,  6  N.  note;  Goodell  v.  Brandon  Nat.  Bank, 
E.  123,  7  N.  E.  763,  67  Am.  Rep.  87  63  Vt.  303,  21  Atl.  956,  26  A.  S.  B.  766 
and  note.  and  note. 

8.  Reizenstein  v.  Marqaardt,  75  la.  Notes:  1  LJtA.  319;  29  L.R.A. 
294,  39  N.  W.  506,  9  A.  S.  R.  477,  1  (N.S.)  687. 

L.R.A.  318  and  note;  Wilkinson  v.     See  Banks,  vol.  3,  p.  569. 
Verity,  L.  R.  6  C.  P.  206,  40  L.  J.  C.      14.  Koelzer   v.    Whitewater  First 
P.  141,  24  L.  T.  N.  S.  32,  19  W.  B.  Nat.  Bank,  125  Wis.  595,  104  N.  W. 
604,  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  208.  838,  UO  A.  S.  R.  870,  4  Ann.  Cas.  1144 

Note:  99  Am.  Dee.  399.  and  note,  2  L.B.A.{N.S.)  571. 

9.  Note:  1  L.R.A.  318.  15.  Missouri  Pac.  R.  Co.  v.  Conti- 

10.  See  supra,  par.  162,  as  to  trusts,  nental  Nat.  Bank,  212  Mo.  505,  111  S. 

11.  Reizenstein  v.  Marquardt,  75  la.  W.  574,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  994. 

R.  C.  U  Vol.  XVIL— 51.  801 


761  and  note. 


12.  Note :  9  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  319. 
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to  go  after  its  customer  and  return  the  deposit  wherever  he  may  be 
found.'*  There  are,  however,  some  exceptions  to  the  general  rule  • 
that  demand  by  the  depositor  is  necessary  to  set  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions in  motion.  Thus,  where  a  bank  suspends  buaineas,  demand  is 
unnecessary,  and, 'according  to  some  cases,  it  would  seem  that  the 
statute  begins  to  run  from  the  time  of  such  suspension,  although  it 
is  declared  in  others  that  it  attaches  against  a  depositor's  right  of 
action  from  the  time  when  he  acquires  notice  of  the  suspension. 
And  when  an  account  between  a  banker  and  a  depositor  has  been 
balanced,  and  the  balance  carried  forward,  it  is  no  longer  an  open 
running  account.  In  that  case  the  parties  cannot  go  behind  the 
settlement  without  leave  obtained  in  chancery,  and  the  statute  of 
limitations  runs  against  the  balance  from  Uie  settlemmt  of  the 
account'* 

169.  Judgments. — ^There  is  considerable  conflict  in  the  decisions 
as  to  when  the  statute  commences  to  run  against  an  action  on  a 
judgment  and  no  general  rule  can  be  stated.  Thus  in  some  cases  it 
is  declared  that  the  statute  begins  to  run  from  the  time  when  the' 
judgment  is  rendered.*'  So  it  has  been  held  that  a  judgment  for  a 
debt,  including  a  decree  for  the  foreclosure  of  the  mortgage  securing 
it,  is  final  as  to  the  debt  at  the  time  when  rendered  and  not  at  the 
time  when  the  sale  of  foreclosure  is  confirmed  and  the  deficiency 
ascertained  and  that  the  statute  begins  to  run  against  the  judgment 
plaintiff  from  the  time  of  the  money  judgment.**  In  other  deci- 
sions it  is  held  that  the  statute  does  not  attach  until  tiie  entry  of  the 
judgment  on  Hie  record  of  the  court.'  Again,  where  the  defendant 
appeals  from  a  judgment  and  gives  an  undertaking  for  a  stay  of 
proceedings,  it  is  held  that  the  period  of  limitation  does  not  run 
against  the  decree  until  it  becomes  final.  And,  proceeding  upon 
the  theory  that  judgment  is  not  final  so  as  to  support  an  action 
thereon  while  the  judgment  debtor  retains  the  right  to  appeal  there- 

16.  Oiiard  Bank  v.  Penn  Tp.  Bank,  Bank  v.  Lucas,  26  Wash.  417,  67  Pac. 
39  Pa.  St  02,  80  Am.  Dee.  507  and  252,  90  A.  S.  R.  748  and  note,  56 
note.  L.RA.  812;  Rutledge  v.  United  States 

17.  Note:  4  Ann.  Cas.  1146.  Sav.,  etc.,  Co.,  37  Can.  Sup.  Ct  546, 
IS.  Union  Bank  v.  Knapp,  3  Pick.  5  Ann.  Caa.  542  and  note. 

(Mass.)  96,  IS  Am.  Dec.  181.  20.  McCaskill  v.  McKinnon,  121  N. 

19.  Kaufman  v.   Richardson,  142  C.  192,  28  S.  £.  265,  61  A.  S.  R.  659 

Ala.  429,  37  So.  673,  110  A.  S.  R.  40,  and  note. 

4  Ann.  Gas.  168;  HoGaskill  t.  Me-  1.  Powell  v.  On«onian  R.  Co.,  13 

Kinnon,  121  N.  C.  192,  28  S.  E.  265,  Sawy.  535,  543,  38  Fed.  187,  3  L.R.A. 

61  A.  S.  R.  659  and  note;  Osborne  v.  201;  Grim  t.  Kessing,  89  Gal.  478,  26 

LindBtrom,  9  N.  D.  1,  81  N.  W.  72,  81  Pac.  1074,  23  A.  S.  R.  491;  Alexander 

A.  S.  R.  516  and  note,  46  L.B.A.  715;  v.  Munroe,  54  Ore.  500,  101  Pac.  903, 

Sweetser  v.  Fox,  43  Utah  40, 134  Pae.  103  Pac.  514,  135  A.  S.  R.  840. 

599.  Ann.  Cas.  1916C  620,  47  L.R.A.  Note:  28  L.R.A.  634. 
(N.S.)  145  and  note;  Citizens'  Nat. 
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from  or  to  pn^ecute  proceedings  for  a  new  trial,  it  has  also  been 
held  that  the  statute  does  not  commence  to  run  until  the  expiration 
of  the  time  within  which  an  appeal  may  be  taken.*  Again,  where 
several  executions  have  been  issued  it  has  been  held  that  the  statute 
commences  to  run  from  the  date  of  the  issuance  of  the  last  execu- 
tion.*  Also,  a  judgment  entered  nunc  pro  tunc  may  have  effect 
from  one  date  for  one  purpose  and  from  another  date  for  another 
purpose,  and  it  may  properly  be  given  effect  as  of  the  actual  date 
of  entry  for  the  purpose  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  the  right  to 
enforce  it  being  in  abeyance  until  that  date,  the  theory  being  that 
the  statute  will  not  be  allowed  to  commence  to  run  against  a  right 
until  that  right  haa  accrued  in  a  shape  to  be  effectually  enforced.* 
170.  Halicious  Prosecution;  False  Imprisonment. — ^An  action  for 
malicious  prosecution  will  not  lie  until  there  has  been  a  termination 
favorable  to  the  defendant  in  the  litigation  complained  of.'  Until 
that  point  is  reached  no  presumption  of  malice  and  want  of  probable 
cause  exists.  That  presumption,  however,  arises  eo  instante  when 
the  court  which  has  jurisdiction  of  the  original  action  renders  judg- 
ment for  the  defendant,  the  plaintiff  in  the  action  for  malicious 
prosecution.  A  proceeding  in  error  cannot  affect  the  right  of  the 
defendant  to  bring  his  action  because  if  the  judgment  in  his  favor 
should  be  affirmed  by  the  reviewing  court,  the  presumption  contin- 
ues, and  if  the  judgment  should  be  finally  reversed,  that  may  be 
pleaded  as  a  defense  to  his  pending  action.  Therefore,  such  a  right 
is  generally  regarded  as  accruing  upon  the  rendition  in  the  trial 
court  of  a  judgment  for  the  defendant  in  the  action  complained  of, 
and  the  statute  then  begins  to  run.^  Where  the  defendant  in  an  action 
of  trover  was  arrested  and  imprisoned  under  bail  process  ancillary 
thereto,  and 'was  discharged  under  a  code  provision  upon  his  own 
recognizance,  conditioned  for  his  appearance  to  answer  the  suit,  it 
was  held  that  his  right  of  action,  if  any  he  haa,  either  for  false 
imprisonment,  or  for  the  malicious  abuse  of  process,  or  for  the  mali- 
cious use  of  process,  accrues,  not  upon  the  termination  of  the  action 
in  trover,  but  at  the  time  of  his  discharge  from  imprisonment.' 

2.  Peenev  v.  Hinckley,  134  Cal.  467,  L.R.A.1915B  1179;  Levering  v.  Mor- 

fi6  Pac.  580,  86  A.  S.  R.  290  and  note,  row  County  Nat.  Bank,  87  Ohio  St. 

But  see  Sweefser  v.  Poi,  43  Utah  40.  117,  100  N.  E.  322,  Ann.  Cas.  1913E 

134  Pac.  599,  Ann.  Cas.  1916C  620,  47  917  and  note,  43  L.RA.(N.S.)  611 

L.R.A.(N.S.}  145  and  note.  and  note.    See  Halicious  Prosbcd- 

S.  Stevens  v.  Stone,  94  Tei.  415,  60  tion. 

S,  W.  959,  86  A.  S.  R.  861.  6.  Levering  v.  Morrow  County  Nat. 

4.  Borer  v.  Chapman,  119  U.  S.  587,  Bank,  87  Ohio  St.  117,  100"  N.  E.  322, 
7  S.  Ct.  342,  30  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  532.  Ann.  Cas.  1913E  917  and  note,  43 

5.  MePherson  v.  Runyon,  41  Minn.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  611  and  note. 

524,  43  N.  W.  392,  16  A.  S.  R.  727;  7.  Salter  v.  Nebraska  Telephone  Co., 
Virtue  v.  Creamery  Package  Mfg.  Co.,  129  Ga.  532,  59  S.  E.  232,  13  L.RA. 
123  Minn.  17,  142  N.  W.  930,  1136.  (N.S.)  549. 
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171.  Hatiutl  Accounts. — The  general  doctrine,  which  takes  the  case 
of  mutual  accounts  out  of  the  operation  of  the  statute,  so  long  as 
the  mutuality  continues,  was  very  early  developed  by  the  courts, 
as  an  equitable  extension  of  the  saving  in  favor  of  merchants'  accounts. 
It  was  recognized  that  when  parties,  not  strictly  falling  under  the  de- 
nomination of  merchants,  had  a  course  of  dealing  so  like  that  betwe«i 
merchants,  condsting  of  mutual  credits  each  to  the  other,  the  reason 
was  the  same  for  saving  their  accounts  from  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions. The  doctrine  was  also  rested  on  the  intrinsic  equity  of  the 
case.  But  there  is  a  conflict  of  ^thorities  upon  the  question  when 
that  mutuality  which  protects  against  the  statute  ceases.*  The  gen- 
eral rule,  said  to  be  now  established  by  a  course  of  decision  too 
long  to  be  broken  in  upon,  is  that  the  statute  commences  to  run 
against  a  mutual  open  account  only  from  the  date  of  the  last  item 
of  credit.'  But  that  item  must  arise  from  the  mutual  act  and  con- 
sent  of  bofli  parties,  and  with  the  understanding,  express  or  implied, 
that  it  is  to  enter  into  and  become  a  part  of  their  mutual  dealing 
or  account,  and  be  the  subject  of  future  adjustment  in  ascertaining 
the  general  balance  due  thereon.^"  This  rule  is  founded  on  the 
principle  that  every  new  item  of  credit,  or  part  payment,  is  an 
acknowledgment  of  an  open,  mutual,  and  unliquidated  account,  and 
is  equivalent  to  a  new  promise  to  account  and  pay  the  balance  thereon 
due.''  Where  a  system  of  mutual  dealing  exists  it  implies  that  the 
parties  have  mutually  consented  that  each  item,  in  whosesoever  favor 
it  may  be,  shall  not  constitute  an  independent  debt  due  immediately, 
to  be  paid  or  enforced  at  once,  but  that  the  items  occurring  from 
time  to  time  in  favor  of  the  respective  parties  shall  operate  as  mutual 
set-offs,  and  that  the  shifting  balance,  when  either  or  both  shall  call 
for  it,  shall  be  the  debt.  This  is  the  reason  why  the  statute  of 
limitations  does  not  apply  during  such  a  state  of  mutual  dealings. 
As  the  parties  have  stipulated  no  time  when  their  respective  credits 
shall  be  due,  their  respective,  demands  do  not  become  due  at  any 
particular  time.  The  right  of  action  on  them  does  not  begin  unless 

8.  Qann  V.  Gunn,  74  Oa.  555,  68  Victorian,  24  Ore.  121,  32  Pac.  1040, 
Am.  Rep.  447.  41  A.  S.  R.  838  and  note;  Hodge  v. 

9.  Norton  v.  Larco,  30  GbL  126,  89  Manley,  25  Vt.  210,  60  Am.  Dec.  253 
Am.  Dee.  70  and  note;  Gunn  v.  Gonn,  and  note. 

74  Ga.  655,  58  Am.  Rep.  447;  Higley  Notes:  89  Am.  Dec.  80;  61  A.  S.  B. 

T.  Burlington,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  99  la.  603,  253. 

68  N.  W.  829,  61  A.  S.  R.  250  and  10.  Hodge  v.  Manley,  25  Vt.  210,  60 

note;  Diclcinson  v.  Williams,  11  Cosh.  Am.  Dee.  253  and  note;  Cottam  v. 

(Mass.)  258,  59  Am.  Dec.  142;  Union  Partridge,  4  M.  &  G.  271,  4  Scott  N.  B. 

Bank  v.  Knapp,  3  Pick.  (Mass.)  96,  819,  16  Eng.  Rul.  Gas.  179. 

15  Am,  Dee.  181 ;  Cogswell  v.  Dolliver,  11.  Union  Bank  v.  Enapp,  3  Pick. 

2  Mass.  217,  3  Am.  Dec.  45  and  note;  (Mass.)  96,  15  Am.  Dec  181;  Hodge 

Sickles  V.  Mather,  20  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  v.  Manley,  25  Vt.  210,  60  Am.  Dec  253. 
72,  32  Am.  Dec  521  and  note;  The 

804 


Digitized  by  Google 


17  R.  a  L. 


UUITATION  OF  ACTIONS 


f  172 


at  the  option  of  the  parties.**  Therefore  an  account  all  on  one  side 
has  not  the  character  of  a  mutual  account,  and  so  far  as  the  statute 
of  limitations  is  concerned,  the  cause  of  action  arises  from  the  date 
of  each  item."  So  if  a  balance  due  upon  an  account  stated  ia  after- 
ward thrown  into  a  new  account  stated,  the  first  account  is  taken 
out  of  the  statute  of  limitations.'*  And  where,  before  the  statute 
has  barred  an  open  account,  the  parties  have  an  accounting  and 
agree  upon  the  balance  due,  a  new  cause  of  action  is  created  on  an 
account  stated,  upon  which  the  statute  commences  to  run  from  the 
date  of  the  settlement  and  the  new  promise  arising  thereunder.'* 
But  where  the  opmition  of  the  statute  has  been  extended  by  such 
a  course  of  mutual  'dealing,  it  would  seem  that  the  debtor  could 
not  by  a  payment  of  such  specific  items  as  may  have  accrued  within 
the  period  of  the  statute  leave  his  creditor  remediless  as  to  the  remain- 
der of  the  account."  This  principle  relating  to  the  operation  of  the 
statute  in  the  case  of  mutual  accounts  has  been  applied  so  as  to 
permit  a  lien  for  building  materials  to  be  acquired/'  in  actions 
between  cotenants  respecting  their  common  estate,'^  and  in  an  action 
by  a  shipper  of  freight  who  had  been  for  many  years  charged  for 
excessive  weight  on  articles  shipped  by  him,  and  made  payment 
accordingly,  the  amounts  due  him  for  these  overcharges  being  held 
to  constitute  an  open,  current  account  constituting  but  one  cause  of 
action." 

172.  Partnership  Hatters. — Partners  as  between  themselves  are 

said  to  be  trustees  and  it  has  been  held  that  the  statute  will  not  run 
against  their  liability  to  account  to  each  other  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  partnership.***  In  actions  between  pmtners,  the  applica- 
tion of  the  statute  necessarily  depends  upon  the  circumstances  of  each 
particular  case.  The  cause  of  action  may  arise  either  before  the 
dissolution,  and  have  that  for  its  primary  object,  or  it  may  arise 
at  or  near  the  dissolution,  when  one  is  made  exclusive  liquidator 
and  his  right  to  the  possession  of  assets  is  denied  and  resisted.  It 
may  also  arise  when  a  nonliquidating  partner  sues  the  liquidator 
within  a  reasonable  time  after  the  dissolution,  or  where  both  parties 

12.  Qnnn  t.  Gomt,  74  Ga.  655,  58  16.  Rogers  t.  Davis,  103  Ue.  405,  69 
Am.  Rep.  447;  The  Victorian,  24  Ore.  Atl.  618,  19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  126  and 
121,  32  Pac.  1040,  41  A.  S.  R.  838  and  note. 

note.  17.  The  "Wctorian,  24  Ore.  121,  32 

13.  Hodge  v.  Hanley,  25  Tt.  210,  60  Pae.  1040,  41  A.  S.  R.  838  and  note. 
Am.  Dec.  253  and  note.  18.  Dickinson  t.  Williams,  11  Gush. 

14.  Ready  v.  McDonald,  128  Cal.  (Iklass.)  258,  59  Am.  Dee.  142. 

663,  61  Fae.  272,  79  A.  S.  R.  76  and  19.  Higley  v.  Bnrlington,  etc.,  R. 

note.  Co.,  99  U.  503,  68  N.  W.  829,  61  A. 

16.  Kalin  v.  Edwards,  75  Cal.  192,  S.  R.  250  and  note. 

16  Pac.  779,  7  A.  S.  R.  141;  Union  20.  Notes:  99  Am.  Dec.  394  ;  40  A, 

Bank  v.  Enapp,  3  Pick.  (Mass.)  96,  S.  R.  575. 
15  Am.  Dec.  18L 
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act  as  liquidators  with  equal  rights  and  duties,  and  neither  is  guilty 
of  any  wrong  in  the  process,  in  which  case  the  cause  of  action  may 
arise  later,  and  necessarily  will  not  exist  until  the  liquidation  is  sub- 
stantially complete.  These  instances  do  not  cover  all  the  varieties  of 
form  and  incident  which  these  actions  may  develop,  so  that  the  run- 
ning of  the  statute  cannot  always  be  governed  by  any  rigid  or  formal 
rule,  but  must  depend  upon  circumstancea.^  So  when  the  right  of 
action  to  sue  for  the  settlement  of  partnership  affairs  acoruesi  so 
as  to  set  the  statute  of  limitations  in  motion,  depends  upon  circum- 
stances, and  cannot  be  held  as  a  matter  of  law  to  arise  at  the  date 
of  the  dissolution,  or  to  be  carried  back  by  relation  to  that  date.' 
And  the  time  after  which  it  is  too  late  to  prosecute  with  suoceas  .a 
suit  against  a  partner  for  an  accounting  or  to  compel  him  to  dis- 
charge a  liability  existing  in  favor  of  his  late  partner  and  growing 
out  of  their  partnership  relations  is  also  difficult  to  determine  in  the 
light  of  the  conHicting  decisions.*  Thus  it  has  been  held  that  a 
partner,  in  a  single  adventure  or  transaction  to  be  performed  for  a 
stipulated  price,  has  an  action  of  assumpsit  for  hia  share  against 
the  other  partner  who  has  received  the  whole  sum  due  frfter  the 
work  has  been  finished,  and  that  the  statute  tiien  attaches.*  And 
it  has  also  been  decided  that  the  statute  runs  against  a  suit  by  a 
retiring  partner  against  a  Liquidating  partner  for  an  accounting,  from 
the  date  when  it  was  the  duty  of  the  latter  to  have  had  the  business 
in  a  condition  for  its  complete  settlement,  and  the  operation  of  the 
statute  is  not  postponed  by  the  fact  that  he  leaves  one  or  more  of 
the  partnership  obligations  unsettled,  which  are  subsequently  en- 
forced in  an  action  against  the  retiring  partner  by  which  he  is  com- 
pelled to  pay  the  amount  thereof.  In  such  cases  due  consideration 
is  given  both  to  the  necessity  of  retisonable  promptness  and  diligence 
on  the  part  of  the  liquidator,  having  a  due  regard  for  the  rights 
of  his  copartner  and  to  the  fact  that  the  latter  must  not  sleep  on 
his  rights,  and  wait  till  books  axe  lost,  or  vouchers  mislaid,  or  wit- 
nesses dead,  before  seeking  an  accounting  and  pi^mwt*  Other 
decisions,  however,  are  authority  for  the  doctrine  that  where  there 
is  an  agreement  that  one  partner  shall  close  up  the  business  of  the 
firm  and  settle  its  affairs,  which  have  been  under  his  management, 
a  trust  is  created,  and  the  bar  of  the  statute  does  not  begin  to  run 
Against  the  right  to  an  account  for  partnership  dealings  so  long  as 
such  partner  acts  under  the  trust,  until  he  repudiates  it.*   Again,  it 

1.  Grav  V.  Green,  142  N.  T.  316,  37     Note:  40  A.  S.  R.  574. 

N.  E.  124.  40  A.  S.  R.  596.   See  99     3.  Note:  40  A.  S.  R.  574. 

Am.  Dec.  394  note.  4.  Hamilton  v.  Hamilton,  18  Pa.  St. 

2.  Riddle  v.  Whitehill,  135  U.  S.  621,  20.  55  Am.  Dec.  585  and  note, 

10  S.  Ct.  924,  34  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  282  ;  5.  Gilmore  v.  Ham,  142  N.  Y.  1,  36 
McPherson  v.  Swift,  22  S.  D.  165, 116  N.  E.  826,  40  A.  S.  R.  554  and  note. 


N.  W.  76,  133  A.  S.  R.  907. 


6.  Riddl?  T.  WhitdiiU,  135  U.  S. 
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has  been  held  that  the  statute  begins  to  run  against  a  claim  of  an 
advancement  made  by  one  of  the  partners  to  the  firm  upon  a  disso- 
lution after  the  firm's  creditors  have  been  paid,  for  at- that  time 
the  relationship  between  the  parties  becomes  adverse.'  But  when 
the  partnership  affairs  are  being  wound  up  without  antagonism 
between  the  parties,  and  assets  are  being  realized  and  debto  paid, 
the  statute  is  regarded  as  not  having  attached.^ 

173.  Public  Officers. — ^Although,  according  to  some  decisions,  the 
statute  does  not  commence  to  run  against  actions  by  private  individ- 
uals, for  damage  due  to  a  breadh  of  duty  by  public  officers,  until 
the  time  the  injury  is  sustained,'  such  actions  are  generally  regarded 
as  accruing  at  the  time  of  the  misconduct  or  breach,  when  the  statute 
commences  to  run,  rather  than  from  the  time  of  the  consequential 
injury.**  In  this  class  of  cases  it  is  said  that  the  right  of  action 
exists  whenever  the  officer  fails  to  do  his  duty,  and  that  the  ascer* 
tainraent  of  the  actual  damage  is  but  an  incident  thereto.''  This 
principle  has  been  applied  in  actions  to  recover  damages  for  an  erro- 
neous registration  of  an  instrument ;  against  a  clerk  of  court  for 
makipg  an  erroneous  record  in  a  case; "  against  a  sheriff  for  failure 
to  collect  money  under  an  execution,'*  to  attach  sufficient  property,** 
or  to  return  an  attachment;  where  a  notary  has  made  a  false  and 
fraudulent  certificate  of  acknowledgment; "  and  where  a  recorder  of 
deeds  has  made  a  false  certificate  of  search.**  But  it  has  been  held 
that  an  action  against  a  sheriff  does  not  lie  for  money  received  by 
him  under  execution  until  demand  made  therefor;  and  that  the  stat- 
ute does  not  begin  to  run  in  his  favor  until  then.**  And  it  has  been 

621,  10  S.  Ct.  924,  34  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  B.  949  }  49  L.R.A.(N.S.)  56;  52  L.R.A. 

282.  (N.S.)  705;  3  Ann.  Cas.  998. 

7.  Moore  V.  Westbrook,  156  N.  C.  H.  Betts  v.  Norris,  21  Me.  314,  38 
482,  72  8.  E.  842,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  Am.  Dec.  264  and  note. 

168.  12.  State  v.  Walters,  31  Ind.  App. 

8.  Riddle  T.  WhitehiU,  135  U.  S.  621,  77,  66  N.  E.  182,  99  A.  S.  B.  244  and 
10  S.  Ct.  924,  34  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  282.  note. 

9.  State  V.  McClellan,  113  Tenn.  13.  McKay  v.  Coolidge,  218  Mass. 
616,  85  S.  W.  267,  3  Ann.  Cas.  992  and  65,  105  N.  B.  455,  Ann.  Cas.  1916A 
note.  883,  52  L.R.A.(N.S.)  701  and  note. 

Notes:  126  A.  S.  R.  950;  52  L.R.A.      14.  Note:  52  L.R.A.(N.S.)  705. 
(N.S.)  709;  Ann.  Cas.  1916A  885.         15.  Bett8  v.  Ndrris,  21  Me.  314,  38 

10.  State  V.  Waiters,  31  Ind.  App.  Am.  Dec.  264  and  note. 

77,  66  N.  E.  182,  99  A.  S.  R.  244  and  16.  Johnson  v.  Beattie,  88  Vt  512, 

note;  Betts  v.  Norris,  21  Me.  314,  38  93  Atl.  250,  L.R.A.1915D  1163. 

Am.  Dec.  264;  McKay  v.  CooUdge,  218  17.  Note:  49  L.R.A.(N.S.)  56. 

Mass.  65,  105  N.  E.  455,  Ann.  Cas.  18.  Owen  v.  Western  Sav.  Fund,  97 

1916A  883,  52  L.R.A.(N.S.)  701  and  Pa.  St.  47,  39  Am.  Rep.  794.   See  Ab- 

note;  Owen  v.  Western  Sav.  Fund,  97  stract  or  Title,  vol.  1,  p.  99,  as  to 

Pa.  St.  47,  39  Am.  Rep.  794;  Johnson  application  of  statute  in  suits  i^^ainst 

V.  Beattie,  88  Vt.  512,  93  Atl.  250,  abstracters. 

L.R.A.1915D  1163.  19.  Wright  v.  Hamilton,  2  Bailey  L. 

Notes:  38  Am.  Dec.  270;  126  A.  S.  (S.  C.)  51,  21  Am.  Dec.  513. 
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decided  that  a  cause  of  action  against  a  sheriff  for  not  paying  over 
the  proceeds  of  attached  property  does  not  accrue  untU  there  has 
been  a  final  judgment  in  the  attachment  suit  establishing  plaintiff's 
right  to  such  proceeds.  It  is  also  said  that  this  rule  is  not  varied 
nor  rendered  inapplicable  by  the  fact  that  there  was  an  order  of 
court  made  during  the  pendency  of  the  action  requiring  such  proceeds 
to  be  paid  to  the  derk  of  the  court.*®  Similarly  it  has  been  held 
that  the  statute  does  not  begin  to  run  in 'favor  of  a  master  in  chan- 
cery against  an  account  for  money  received  on  a  sale  under  the 
order  of  the  court  until  a  demand,  or  until  he  has  given  notice  that 
he  claims  the  money  as  his  own.*  Again,  where  recovery  ia  sought 
by  a  public  corporation  for  a  breach  of  crf!icial  duty  on  the  part  of 
an  officer  in  retaining  for  his  own  use  the  funds  of  the  corporation, 
it  seems  generally  established  that,  though  an  immediate  right  of 
action  accrues  for  each  unlawful  act,  the  statute  of  limitatious  runs 
against  such  right  of  action  only  from  the  time  when  the  officer 
is  by  law  required  to  make  a  general  accounting  of  the  funds  in  his 
custody,  which  is  usually  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office.*  In 
a  case  where  an  attorney  seeks  to  enforce  his  lien  it  has  been  held 
that  a  right  of  action  against  the  sheriff  for  taking  insufficient  sure- 
ties in  replevin  does  not  accrue  until  after  the  lien  of  the  attorney 
has  become  perfected  by  the  rendition  of  judgment  in  the  replevin 
suit,  and  tiie  statute  of  limitations  in  such  case  does  not  begin  to 
run  till  then And  the  cause  of  action  by  a  de  jure  officer  against 
a  de  facto  officer  for  fees  or  salary  received  by  the  latter  does  not 
accrue  until  the  right  to  the  office  is  determined,  where  tiiis  is  in 
litigation.* 

174.  Seduction. — ^In  the  case  of  an  action  for  damages  by  a  father 

for  the  seduction  of  his  daughter,  the  statute  begins  to  run,  as  in 
other  cases,  when  the  cause  of  action  accrues.'  According  to  some 
decisions  this  is  held  to  be  the  date  when  the  act  of  seduction  is 
complete,  at  which  time  the  statute  attaches,  and  not  when  the  father 
discovers  that  his  daughter  has  been  seduced,  although  in  other 
cases  it  has  been  held  that  seduction  may  be  a  continuous  act  and 
that  the  statute  will  begin  to  run  from  the  last,  and  not  the  ffrst, 
act  of  sexual  intercourse.' 

175.  Tenants  In  Common. — The  statute  of  limitations  operates 
between  tenants  in  common  or  joint  tenants  as  to  causes  of  action 

20.  State  v.  Finn,  98  Mo.  532, 11  S.  496,  36  N.  E.  983,  24  UR.A.  59. 
W.  994, 14  A.  S.  R.  654  and  note.  5.  Hutcherson  v.  Durden,  113  Ga. 

1.  Houseal  v.  Oibbes,  Bailey  Eq.  (S.  987,  39  S.  E.  495,  54  L.R.A.  811. 

C.)  482.  23  Am.  Dec  186.  6.  Davis  v.  Boyett,  120  Oa.  649,  48 

2.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916A  885.        S.  E.  185,  102  A.  S.  R.  118,  1  Ann. 

3.  Newbert  v.  Cunningham,  50  He.  Cas.  386  and  note,  66  I1.R.A.  258  and 
231,  79  Am.  Dec.  612.  note. 

4.  Kreitz  v.  Behrensmeyer,  149  HI. 
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exisliug  between  them  and  growing  out  of  the  cotenancy  relation, 
to  the  same  extent  that  it  operates  upon  causes  of  action  between 
parties  not  within  the  relation.  While  there  is  some  difference  in- 
the  authorities  as  to  when  it  begins  to  run  a^nst  actions  arising  from 
the  relation,^  as  a  general  rule,  it  does  not  commence  against  tenants 
therein  until  the  relations  are  determined  by  partition,  or  there  has 
been  demand  to  be  let  into  possession,  and  an  actual  ouster,  or  a 
demand  for  an  account,  and  a  denial  of  the  right  The  reason  is 
that,  in  regard  to  possession  of  the  common  property,  there  is  a 
presumption  that  the  cotenant  is  merely  exercising  the  right  which 
the  law  gives  him ;  and  this  presumption  must  in  some  way  be  over- 
come before  the  possession  becomes  adverse  and  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions is  set  in  motion.^  Therefore,  as  tenants  in  common  have  an 
equal  right  of  possession,  if  one  of  them  conveys  the  whole  eetate 
for  full  value  to  a  third  party,  who  excludes  the  other  tenant  in 
common,  the  statute  will  run  from  the  time  of  such  exclusion.*  As 
against  a  claip  by  a  tenant  in  common  who  has  attempted  to  exclude 
his  cotenant  from  the  property  and  repudiate  the  cotenancy  to  con- 
tribution toward  taxes,  assessments,  and  attorneys'  fees  paid  in  pro- 
tection of  the  property,  it  has  been  held  that  the  statute  attaches 
at  the  time  the  payments  are  made." 

X.  GOUMBNCEMENT  OF  PbOCBEDINOS 


In  Oenercd 

176.  General  Principles. — The  running  of  the  statute  of  limitations 
is,  in  general,  arrested  by  the  bringing  of  an  action.'*  The  ques- 
tion, however,  as  to  when  an  action  is  commenced,  so  as  to  prevent 
the  statute  from  running,  is  one  which  is,  to  a  great  extent,  depend- 
ent upon  express  provision  of  law.  Ordinarily  this  result  ensues  by 
the  completed  service  of  notice ; "  though,  for  the  purpose  of  the 
statute,  other  things  may  be  regarded  as  a  commencement  of  a  suit.*' 
Thus  the  rule  in  some  jurisdictions  is  that  an  attempt  to  commence 

7.  Waimon  v.  Koyer,  168  Cal.  369,  11.  Forman  t.  Brewer,  62  N.  J.  Eq. 
143  Pae.  694,  L.R.A.1915B  961.  See  748,  48  Atl.  1012,  90  A.  S.  R.  475  and 
also  CoTENANCT,  vol.  7,  p.  905.  note ;  Alexander  v.  Munroe,  54  Ore. 

8.  Willmon  v.  Koyer,  168  Cal.  369,  500,  101  Pac.  903,  103  Pac.  614,  135 
143  Pae.  694,  L.R.Aa915B  961.  A.  S.  R.  840. 

Note:  29  L.R.A.(N.S.)  239.  Note;  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  267. 

9.  Beall  v.  McMenemy,  63  Neb.  70,  12.  Slater  v.  Roche,  148  la.  413, 126 
88  N.  "W.  134,  93  A.  S.  R.  427;  Boh-  N.  W.  925,  28  L.R.A.(N.S.)  702; 
rer  v.  Davis,  94  Neb.  367,  143  N.  W.  Nicholson  v.  Wallis,  4  Dall.  (Pa.)  154, 
209,  96  Neb.  474, 148  N.  W.  320,  Ann.  1  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  779. 

Cas.  1915A  992.  13.  Slater  v.  Roche,  148  la.  413, 126 

10.  Willmon  V.  Koyer,  168  CaL  369,  N.  W.  925,  28  L.R.A.{N.S.)  702. 
143  Pac.  694,  L.B.Aa915B  961. 
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an  action  is  equivalent  to  commencing  it,  so  far  as  the  statute  of 
limitations  is  concerned,  when  the  summons  is  delivered  to  the 
proper  officer,  with  the  intent  that  it  shall  be  served,  within  the  time 
specified  in  the  statute,  although  it  is  not  actually  served  until  after 
the  expiration  of  such  time,'*  arid  a  general  statutory  provision  to 
this  effect  has  been  held  to  apply  in  case  of  special  statutes  of  limita- 
tion unless  there  is  something  in  the  act  itself  indicating  the  con- 
trary or  such  course  will  violate  some  recognized  rule  of  construction.** 
So  under  statutes  providing  that  a  civil  action  is  commenced  by 
filing  a  complaint,  and  that  the  life  of  a  judgment  is  six  years,  a 
complaint  to  revive  a  judgment,  filed  wiUiin  six  years  after  the 
date  thereof,  confers  jurisdiction,  though  the  summons  is  not  served 
until  after  that  time  has  expired,  and  notwithstanding  a  statute  pro- 
viding that  the  court  is  deemed  to  have  jurisdiction  in  a  civil  action 
from  the  time  of  the  service  of  the  summons.**  But  the  commence- 
ment of  an  action  is  not  conclusively  established  by  the  date  of  the 
writ,  80  as  to  avoid  a  plea  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  because  not 
only  the  issuance  of  the  writ,  but  a  bona  fide  intent  to  have  it  served, 
is  necessary,  and  if  the  writ  issues  without  such  intent,  it  is  inopera- 
tive, and  the  action  is  not  commenced.^^  Again,  it  has  been  held 
that  an  action  to  subject  property  of  a  nonresident  to  payment  of  a 
judgment  ag^nst  him  is,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  wheth^ 
or  not  it  is  within  the  time  allowed  by  the  statute  of  limitations, 
commenced  when  the  property  is  attached.*®  And  where  an  attor- 
ney, while  prosecuting  a  suit  to  subject  real  estate  to  a  judgment, 
obtained  by  his  client  in  another  action,  took  from  his  client  an 
as^gnment  of  a  one-half  interest  in  the  judgment  in  consideration 
of  his  services,  but  after  the  determination  of  the  suit,  which  resulted 
in  a  judgment  for  the  client,  the  parties,  in  fraud  of  the  attorney, 
executed  a  canc^ation  of  both  judgments,  the  commencement  of  a 
suit  by  the  attorney,  within  the  life  of  both  judgments,  to  enjoin 
the  filing  of  the  cancellation  and  subject  the  property  to  his  claim, 
was  held  to  be  a  lis  pendens,  which  suspended  the  operation  of  the 
statute,  and  kept  alive  his  equitable  lien.*'  And  it  has  been  decided 
that  the  presentation  of  a  claim  to  the  administrator  is  the  com- 

14.  Fred  Miller  Brewing  Co.  v.  Cap-  16.  Smith  v.  Callanau,  103  la.  218, 

ital  Ins.  Co.,  Ill  la.  590,  82  N.  W.  72  N.  W.  513,  42  L.R.A.  482. 

1023,  82  A.  S.  R.  529  and  note;  Slater  16.  Haupt  v.  Burton,  21  Mont.  572, 

V.  Roche,  148  la.  413,  126  N.  W.  925,  55  Pac.  110,  69  A  S.  R.  698  and  note. 

28  L.R.A.(N.S.)  702;  Johnson  v.  Far-  17.  Johnson  v.  Farwell,  7  Greenl. 

well,  7  Greenl.  (Me.)  370,  22  Am.  Dec.  (Me.)  370,  22  Am.  Dec.  203  and  note. 

203  and  note;  Anderson  v.  Aetna  Life  18.  Slater  v.  Roche,  148  la.  413, 126 

Ins.  Co.,  75  N.  H.  376,  74  Atl.  1^51,  N.  W.  925,  28  L.R.A.(N.S.)  702. 

28  L.R.A.(N.S.)   730;  Montague  v.  19.  Alexander  v.  Munroe,  54  Ore. 

Stelts,  37  S.  C.  200,  15  S.  E.  968,  34  500,  101  Pac.  903,  103  Pac  514,  135 

A.  S.  R.  736  and  note.  A.  S.  B.  840. 
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mencement  of  a  suit,  and  is  sufficient  to  stop  the  running  of  the 
statute.**  Proceedings,,  however,  which  are  void  do  not  suspend  its 
operation,'  as  where  the  summons  is  of  such  a  character.*  And 
though  a  plaintiff  is  required  to  ask  leave  of  the  court  before  institut- 
ing an  action  his  failure  to  apply  for  and  obtain  such  leave  does 
not  enlarge  the  time  allowed  by  the  statute  within  which  to  commence 
such  action.*  The  commencement  of  an  action  upon'  a  judgment 
is  not  stayed  hy  order  of  court,  so  as  to  prevent  the  running  of  the 
statute,  merely  because  during  a  certain  period  the  judgment  creditor 
is  required  to  obtain  leave  of  court  in  order  to  bring  suit  thereon.* 
Nor  will  the  statute  be  tolled  by  the  institution  of  a  suit  by  a  foreign 
corporation  which  has  not  complied  with  the  provinons  of  a  local 
statute  which  provides  that  it  shall  not  prosecute  a  suit  in  the  state 
until  it  has  so  complied.  And  in  such  a  case  a  subsequent  compli- 
ance witli  a  statute  forbidding  the  prosecution  of  any  suit  until  cer- 
tain requirements  therein  have  been  complied  with  will  not  validate 
the  action  from  its  inception,  so  as  to  avoid  the  limitation  period 
which  had  expired  between  the  time  of  commencing  the  suit  and 
the  compliance  with  the  statute.'  But  wh^  the  last  day  in  the 
period  prescribed  by  statute  for  commencing  an  action  is  Sunday, 
it  has  been  held  that  an  action  commenced  on  the  following  day 
is  not  too  late.' 

177.  Service  of  Process. — ^Where  service  of  process  is  required  by 
statute  th««  should  be  an  actual  service.'  And  an  action  is  com- 
menced and  pending  against  a  defendant  only  from  the  time  when 
he  is  served,  or  appears  without  service,  and  as  against  the  objection 
of  one  of  several  defendants  the  time  of  commencement  is  to  be 
determined  by  the  time  of  service  on  him,  instead  of  on  some  other 
defendant.*  So  in  an  action  to  enforce  a  mechanic's  lien  service  of 
summons  on  the  owner  of  the  premises  within  two  years,  as  prescribed 
by  statute,  will  not  preserve  the  lien  as  against  other  defendant  lien- 

20.  Beckett  v.  Selover,  7  CaL  215,  51  Colo.  415,  118  Pae.  988,  Ann.  Cas. 

68  Am.  Dec.  237  and  note.  1913A  1322,  38  L.R.A.(N.S.)  702  and 

1.  Brock  V.  Francis,  89  Kan.  463,  note.  See  Foreign  Corporations,  vol. 
131  Pac.  1179,  45  L.R.A.(N.S.}  756  12,  p.  120  et  seq.,  as  to  right  generally 
and  note ;  Dorr  v.  Rohr,  82  Va.  359,  3  of  xoieign  corporatioii  to  pl«id  stat- 
A.  S.  R.  106.  ute. 

2.  Brock  V.  Francis,  89  Kan.  463,      6.  Elmore  v.  Fanning,  85  Kan.  501, 
131  Pac.  1179,  45  L,R.A.(N.S.)  756  117  Pao.  1019,  38  L.R.A.{N.S.)  685. 
and  note.  7.  Knowlton  v.  Watertown,  130  U. 

3.  Spokane  County  v.  Prescott,  19  S.  327,  334,  9  S.  Ct.  539,  542,  32  U.  S. 
Wash.  418,  53  Pae.  661,  67  A.  S.  R,  (L.  ed.)  956,  959. 

733  and  note.  8.  Smith  v.  Hurd,  50.  Minn.  503,  52 

4.  Osborne  v.  Lindstrom,  9  N.  D.  1,  N.  W.  922,  36  A.  S.  R.  661  and  note; 
81  N.  W.  72,  81  A.  S.  R.  516,  46  Bruen  v.  Bokee,  4  Denio  (N.  Y,)  56, 
L.R.A.  715.  47  Am.  Dec.  239  and  note. 

5.  Western  Electrical  Co.  v.  Pickett, 
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holders,  not  served  with  summons  until  after  the  expiration  of  the 
two  years.*  And  where  service  is  essential  it  has  been  held  that  the 
statute  is  not  interrupted  by  the  service  of  citation  on  a  day  of 
public  rest  other  than  Sunday.***  In  some  jurisdictions  an  action 
may  also  be  commenced  by  substituted  service.'*  And  it  has  been 
held  that  an  action  against  a  foreign  corporation  must  be  regarded 
as  commenced  within  one  year  after  the  cause  thereof  accrued,  if 
within  that  time  a  complaint  is  5led  and  a  summons  issued  in  good 
faith,  though  it  is  not  served  within  the  year,  and  the  complaint 
does  not  state  that  the  defendant  is  a  foreign  corporation  nor  disclose 
the  names  of  its  agents  on  whom  process  can  be  served.'^  But  in 
case  process  is  served  by  publication,  it  has  been  held  that  the  action 
is  not  commenced,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  whether  or  not 
it  is  within  the  time  allowed  by  the  statute  of  limitations,  until  the 
publication  is  completed.*' 

178.  Dismissal,  Discontinuance  and  Nonsuit — The  question  as  to 
the  operation  of  the  statute  where  the  former  action  haa  failed  is' 
one  largely  subject  to  the  control  of  statutes,  which  generally,  in 
substance,  permit  of  the  bringing  of  a  new  action  within  a  Epecified 
time  where  the  former  action  has  failed  for  some  reason  other  than 
a  decision  on  the  merits.  Such  statutes  are  generally  construed  as 
extending  the  period  of  limitation  in  accordance  with  the  conditions 
specified."  The  words  "suffer  a  nonsuit"  as  used  in  such  a  statute 
have  been  construed  as  not  meaning  a  nonsuit  as  understood  at 
common  law  merely,  but  as  including  a  voluntary  dismissal  by 
plaintiff.**  And  such  a  dismissal  without  prejudice  to  a  future  action 
is  a  failure  otherwise  than  upon  the  merits,  within  the  meaning 
of  a  statutory  provision  that,  if  an  action  is  commenced  in  time, 
and  the  plaintiflf  fails  in  it  otherwise  than  upon  the  merits,  he  may 
commence  a  new  action  within  one  year  after  the  failure.**  Ordina- 
rily the  right  to  protection  against  the  bar  of  the  statute  is  not  lost 
when  the  action  is  dismissed  because  the  court  in  which  the  original 
action  was  brought  was  without  jurisdiction.*^    And  a  mistake  in 

9.  Smith  V.  Hnrd,  50  Minn.  503,  52  plead  statute. 

N.  W.  922,  36  A.  S.  R.  661  and  note.     13.  Slater  v.  Roche,  148  la.  413, 126 

See  also  Mechanics'  Liens,  as  to  etat-  N.  W.  925,  28  L.RA..(N.S.)  702  and 

utes  of  limitations  applicable  thereto,  note, 

10.  Rady  v.  New  Orleans  Fire  Ins.  14.  See  Dismissal,  DiscotmKVAMCB 
Patrol,  126  La.  273,  52  So.  491,  139  and  Nonsuit,  vol.  9,  p.  214. 

A.  S.  R.  511.  16.  Little  Rock,  etc.,  R,  Co.  v.  Man- 

11.  Clare  v.  Lockard,  122  N.  Y.  263,  ees,  49  Ark.  248,  4  S.  W.  778,  4  A.  S. 
25  N.  E.  391,  9  L.R.A.  547.  R.  45  and  note. 

12.  Georgia  Home  Ins.  Co.  v.  16.  Harrison  v.  Reming^n  Paper 
Holmes,  75  Miss.  390,  23  So.  183,  65  Co.,  140  Fed.  385,  72  C.  C.  A.  405,  5 
A.  S.  R.  611.  See  Foreign  Corpora-  Ann.  Cas.  314,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  954  and 
TioN's,  vol.  12,  p.  121  et  seq.,  as  to  right  note. 

generally  of  foreign  corporation  to  17.  Smith  v.  McNeal,  109  U.  8.  426, 
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the  form  of  remedy  is  not  negligence  in  the  proeecution  of  a  suit 
within  the  meaning  of  that  term  as  used  in  an  exception  to  the 
saving  clause  of  a  statute  conferring  the  right  of  bringing  a  new 
action.^*  And  the  dismissal  of  an  action  on  that  ground  is  not  a 
determination  on  the  merits  within  the  meaning  of  such  a  statute.'* 
In  some  jurisdictions  a  plaintiff  who  has  prematurely  brought  a  suit 
and  failed  in  it  on  that  account  may  bring  another  for  the  same 
cause  without  fear  of  the  statute;  in  others  he  cannot *v  Where  a 
plaintiff  is  allowed  to  have  a  new  action  in  which  judgment  is  rendered 
against  him  on'  any  ground  not  concluding  his  right,  it  has  been 
held  that  the  dismissal  of  an  action  because  of  failure  to  file  a  decla- 
ration does  not  prevent  the  bringing  of  a  new  action  within  the  time 
allowed  by  statute  after  the  failure  of  a  former  proceeding,  although 
the  statutory  period  has  run  since  the  cause  of  action  aiccrued.'  But 
as  to  whether  &  later  action,  brought  after  the  period  of  limitation 
has  expired,  under  a  general  permissive  statute  in  that  behalf,  is  saved 
from  prescription  by  the  bringing  in  due  season  of  an  earlier  action 
for  the  same  cause,  when  the  parties  have  fixed  by  their  contract,  or 
a  statute  of  particular  application  has  prescribed,  a  specitd  limitation, 
the  courts  differ.*  And,  although  it  is  held  that  a  dismissal  which 
is  voluntary  or  which  is  not  on  the  merits  and  is  without  prejudice 
in  a  federal  court  is  not  a  bar  to  a  new  action  in  the  state  court,' 
and  that  the  proceeding  is  within  the  saving  clause  of  a  state  stat- 
ute,* there  is  nevertheless  authority  to  the  contrary.*  Again,  a  statute 
providing  the  time  within  which  a  new  action  may  be  commenced, 
when  judgment  for  plaintiff  has  been  reversed  for  error,  or  when 
verdict  or  judgment  for  plaintiff  has  been  arrested,  has  been  held  to 
have  no  application  where  the  plaintiffs  in  the  suits  are  not  the 
same,  or  where  the  plaintiff  in  the  first  suit  cfiscontinues  his  action.* 

3  8.  Ct.  319,  27  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  986;  1,  100  N.  W.  166, 109  A.  S.  B.  666  and 

Little  Rock,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Manees,  49  note. 

Ark.  248,  4  S.  W.  778,  4  A.  S.  R.  45      20.  Note:  3  L.R.A.(N.8.)  296.  . 
and  note;  Gaines  v.  New  York,  216  N.      1.  La  Follette  Coal,  etc.,  R.  Co.  t. 
y.  633,  109  N.  B.  594,  Ann.  Caa.  Minton,  117  Tenn.  415, 101  S.  W.  178, 
1916A  259  and  note;   Tompkins  v.  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  478  and  note. 
Pacific  Mut  Life  Ins.  Co.,  53  W.  Va.      2.  Note:  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  294. 
479,  44  S.  E.  439,  97  A.  S.  R.  1006,  62     8.  See  Dismissal,  Disoontinoancb 
UR.A.  489.  AND  Nonsuit,  vol.  9,  p.  212. 

Note:  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  296.  4.  Hooper  v.  Atlanta,  eto.,  B.  Co., 

See  DisKisaAi.,  DiscoirmnjANCB  106  Tenn.  28,  60  S.  W.  607,  53  L.R.A. 
AND  NoNsmr,  vol.  9,  p.  205,  as  to  dia-  931;  Tompkina  v.  Pacific  Hut.  Life 
missal  generally  for  vant  of  jnrisdic-  Ins.  Co.,  63  W.  Ta.  479,  44  S.  E.  439, 
tion.  97  A.  S.  E.  1006,  62  L.R.A.  489. 

18.  Floumoy  v.  Jeffersonville,  17     6.  Note:  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  295. 
Ind.  169,  79  Am.  Dec.  468.  6.  Doyle  v.  Wade,  23  Fla.  90,  1  So, 

,   19.  McMillan  v.  Rcaume,  137  Micb.  516, 11  A.  S.  R.  334. 
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The  two  suits  must,  it  is  said,  be  for  substantially  the  same  cause 
and  the  parties  in  each  suit  identical.' 

Amendments  of  Pleadings 

179.  In  General. — The  question  as  to  when  an  amendment  to  the 
pleadings  relates  back  so  that  the  bar  of  ^e  statute  will  not  attach, 
though  the  pOTiod  may  have  expired  between  the  time  when  the 
action  was  originally  commenced  and  the  time  the  amendment  was 
made,  is  one  concerning  which  the  rules  seem  to  be  well  settled,  the 
difficulty  being  in  their  application  in  the  particular 'case,^  owing  in 
many  instances  to  the  vcffious  provisions  of  the  statutes  relating  to 
amendment  in  the  different  states.*  There  is  said  to  be  an  intimate 
relation  between  the  law  that  providee  methods  of  commencing  actions 
and  the  law  governing  the  amendment  of  pleadings,  for  upon  the 
theory  upon  which  actions  are  commenced  depends  largely  the  logic 
or  p(^icy  of  the  theory  upon  which  amendments  are  allowed.'*  To 
a  great  extent  the  merit  of  decisions  and  their  value  as  authority  for 
a  like  ruling  in  another  jurisdiction  depend  upon  the  statutes  or 
policies  of  law  of  the  jurisdictions  in  which  they  were  rendered,  and 
the  bearing  which  such  statutes  or  policies  have  upon  those  that 
obtain  in  the  other  jurisdiction. In  some  jurisdictions  where  the 
cause  of  action  appears  in  the  complaints,  petitions,  or  process,  the 
policy  of  the  law  is  to  restrict  amendments  to  the  very  cause  of  action 
so  stated,  by  providing  by  express  statute  for  the  allowance  of  such 
amendments  only  as  "do  not  change  substantially  the  claim  or 
defense,"  or  when  they  do  not  "add  a  new  and  distinct  cause  of  action." 
Obviously,  then,  in  these  jurisdictions,  any  amendment  that  sets  up 
a  cause  of  action  substantially  different  from  the  one  to  which  the 
defendant  was  expressly  summoned  to  respond  would  present  a  new 
or  a  different  cause  of  action  from  that  first  sued  upon,  and  would 
either  be  refused,  or,  if  allowed,  would  hazard  the  operation  of  the 
statute  of  limitations.^'  One  test  by  which  it  is  determined  whether 
the  different  counts  are  for  the  same  or  different  causes  of  action  is 
whether  the  same  evidence  would  support  a  judgment  rendered  upon 
either.   This  does  not  mean  that  the  evidence  must  be  admissible, 

7.  Hughes  v.  Brown,  88  Tenn.  578,  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  984  and  note. 

13  S.  W.  286,  8  L.R.A.  480.  10.  Philadelphia,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Oat- 

8.  Love  V.  Soathem  R.  Co.,  108  U,  4  Boyce  (Del.)  38,  85  AtL  721,  47 
Tenn.  104,  65  S.  W.  475,  56  L.R.A.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  932  and  note. 

471;  Hacklin  v.  Diun,  130  Tenn.  342,  11.  Philadelphia,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Gat- 

170  S.  W.  588,  Aon.  Cas.  1916B  508  ta,  4  Boyce  (Del.)  38,  85  Atl.  721,  47 

and  note.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  932  and  note. 

9.  Philadelphia,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Oatta,  12.  Philadelphia,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Gat- 
4  Boyce  (Del.)  38,  85  Atl.  721,  47  ta,  4  Boyce  (Del.)  38,  85  Atl.  721,  47 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  932  and  note;  Weatover  L.B.A.(N.S.)  932  and  note. 

V.  Hoover,  94  Neb.  596, 143  N;  W.  946, 

814 


Digitized  by  Google 


17  R.  C.  L.  •  UMITATION  OF  ACTIONS  |  180 

indifferently,  under  both  counts  if  it  was  objected  to  on  the  ground 
of  a  variance.  The  question  under  thia  test  is,  would  the  same  evi- 
dence, unobjected  to,  sustain  the  substantial  averments  of  both  counts? 
Another  test  is,  could  a  judgment  under  one  count  be  successfully 
pleaded  as  a  former  adjudication  against  the  cause  of  action  set  out 
in  the  other  count?  And  in  this  connection  it  has  been  suggested 
that  courts  should  be  inclined  to  disregard  subleties  and  answer 
technical  objections  to  the  sufficiency  of  a  pleading  in  an  honest 
effort  to  determine  the  real  issues  on  their  merits,  and  to  try  to  do 
substantial  justice  to  the  litigants  before  them>* 

180.  Amendments  Relating  Back. — ^An  amendment  to  a  declara- 
tion, which  sets  up  no  new  cause  of  action,  and  makes  no  new  demand, 
relates  back  to  the  commencement  of  the  action,  and  the  running 
of  the  statute  against  the  claim  so  pleaded  is  arrested  at  that  point.^^ 

IS.  Carlin  t.  Qiieago,  202  HI.  564,  Oillison,  173  HI.  264,  SO  N.  E.  657,  64 

104  N.  E.  005,  Ann.  Gas.  lOlSB  213  A.  S.  R.  U7  and  note;  North  Chicago 

and  note.  St  R.  Go.  v.  Aufmanu,  221  111.  614, 

14.  Motsenbocker  v.  Shawnee  Gas,  77  N.  E.  1120, 112  A.  S.  R.  207;  Sag- 
etc.,  Co.,  (Okla.)  152  Pae.  82,  L.R.A.  en  v.  Schlenter,  236  lU.  467,  86  N.  E. 
1916B  910  and  note.  112,  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  856;  Carlin  v. 

15.  Jenkins  v.  Chi«ago  International  Chicago,  262  111.  664,  104  N.  E.  905, 
Bank,  127  U.  S.  484,  8  S.  Ct.  1196,  32  Ann.  Cas.  1915B  213  and  note;  Terre 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  189;  Texas,  etc.,  R.  Co.  Haute,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Zehner,  166  Ind. 
V.  Cox,  146  U.  S.  593,  12  S.  Ct.  905,  149, 76  N.  E.  189,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  277; 
36  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  829;  Union  Pae.  R.  Missonri  Pae.  R.  Co.  v.  Moffatt,  60 
Co.  V.  Wyler,  158  U.  S.  285, 15  S.  Ct.  Kan.  113,  65  Pac  857,  72  A.  S. 
877,  39  U.  S.  (U  ed.)  983;  Cincinnati,  R.  343  and  note;  Missouri,  etc.,  R. 
etc.,  R.  Co.  V.  Gray,  101  Fed.  623,  41  Co.  v.  Bogley,  65  Kan.  188,  69  Pac. 
C.  C.  A.  535,  50  L.R.A.  47;  Leahy  v.  189,  3  iJr.A.(N.S.)  259  and  note; 
Haworth,  141  Fed.  850,  73  C.  C.  A.  Maurer  v.  Miller,  77  Kan.  92,  93 
84,  4  L.B.A.(N.8.)  657;  Alabama,  G.  Pac.  596,  127  A.  8.  R.  408,  15  Ann. 
S.  R.  Co.  V.  Thomas,  89  Ala.  294,  7  Cas.  663;  Harbert  v.  Kansas  Citv 
So.  762,  18  A.  S.  R.  119;  Nelaon  v.  Elevated  R.  Co.,  91  Kan.  605,  138 
Montgomery  First  Nat.  Bank,  139  Ala.  Pac.  641,  50  L.R.A.(N.S.)  850  and 
578,  36  So.  707,  101  A.  S.  R.  52  and  note;  State  v.  Ling,  91  Kan.  647,  138 
note;  Bourdreaux  v.  Tucson  Gas,  etc.,  Pae.  682,  Ann.  Cas.  1915D  374;  Cas- 
Co.,  13  Ariz.  361,  114  Pac.  547,  33  serly  v.  Wayne  Circuit  Judge,  124 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  196  and  note;  Hagen-  Mich.  167,  82  N.  W.  841,  83  A,  S.  R. 
auer  v.  Detroit  Copper  Min.  Co.,  14  320 ;  Lilly  v.  Tobbein,  103  Mo.  477,  15 
Ariz.  74,  124  Pac.  803,  Ann.  Cas.  S.  W.  618,  23  A.  S.  R.  887  and  note; 
1914C  1016  and  note;  Hutchinson  v.  Motsenbocker  t.  Shawnee  Gas,  etc., 
Ainsworth,  73  Cal.  452,  15  Pac.  82,  2  Co.  (Okla.)  152  Pac.  82,  L.R.A.1916B 
A.  S.  R.  823;  Frost  v.  Witter,  132  Cat.  910  and  note;  Puritan  Coal  Min.  Co. 
421,  64  Pac.  705,  84  A.  8.  R.  53;  Neu-  v.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co.,  237  Pa.  St. 
beck  V.  Lynch,  37  App.  Cas.  (D.  C.)  420,  85  Atl.  426,  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  37; 
576,  37  L.R.A.(N.S.)  813  and  note;  Chobaman  v.  Washburn  Wire  Co.,  33 
Blanchard  v.  Lake  Shore,  etc.,  B.  Co.,  B.  I.  289,  80  Atl.  394,  Ann.  Cas.  1913D 
126  lU.  416,  18  N.  E.  799,  9  A.  S.  R.  730  and  note;  Love  v.  Southern  R.  Co., 
630;  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Jones,  149  108  Tenn.  104,  65  S.  W.  475,  55  L.R.A. 
III.  361,  37  N.  E.  247,  41  A.  S.  R.  278,  471  and  note;  Macklin  v.  Dunn,  130 
24  L.B.A.  141;  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Tenn.  342,  170  S.  W.  588,  Ann.  Cas. 
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It  has,  however,  been  declared  that  an  amendment  to  a  complaint,  in 
order  to  come  within  the  doctrine  of  relation  back  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  suit,  and  to  cut  off  the  plea  of  the  statute  of  limitations, 
must  be  but  a  varying  form  or  expression  of  the  claim  or  cause  of 
action  sued  on,  and  the  subject  matter  of  the  amendment  must  be 
wholly  within  the  lis  pendens  of  the  original  suit*'  In  this  con- 
nection it  has  also  been  decided  that  strictly  new  matter  arising  after 
the  filing  of  a  bill,  properly  set  up  by  way  of  supplemental  bill,  in 
support  of  the  relief  on^nally  prayed  for,  cannot  be  considered  as 
a  new  cause  of  action  and  that  the  statute  of  limitations  has  no  applica* 
Uon  thereto.^'  However,  a  bill  called  a  supplemental  bill  but  which 
is  in  effect  a  new  proceeding  does  not  operate  to  prevent  the  effect  of 
the  statute 

181.  Introduction  of  New  Cause  of  Action. — The  doctrine  of  the 
relation  back  of  amendments  to  the  commencement  of  a  suit  is  a 
fiction  of  law,  and  should  never  be  implied  when  it  will  operate  to 
cut  off  a  substantial  right  or  defense  to  new  matter  introduced  by  the 
amendment  to  the  complaint,  though  connected  with  the  original 
cause  of  action."  Therefore,  where  the  amendment  introduces  a 
new  claim  not  before  asserted,  it  is  not  treated  as  relating  back  to  the 
beginning  of  the  action,  so  as  to  stop  the  running  of  the  statute,  but 
is  the  equivalent  of  a  fresh  suit  upon  a  different  cause  of  action,  and 
the  statute  continues  to  run  until  the  amendment  is  filed;  and  this 
rule  applies  although  the  two  causes  of  action  arise  out  of  the  same 
transaction. In  determining  whether  an  amendment  to  a  complaint 


1916B  608  and  note;  East  Line,  etc.,  Nat.  Bank,  139  Ala.  578,  36  So.  707, 
R.  Co.  V.  Culberson,  72  Tex.  375,  10  101  A.  S.  R.  52  and  note. 
S.  W.  706,  13  A.  S.  R.  805,  3  L.R.A.  20.  White  v.  Joyce,  158  U.  S.  128, 
567;  Cotulla  v.  Urbahn,  104  Tex.  208,  15  S.  Ct.  788,  39  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  921; 
126  S.  W.  1108,  135  S.  W.  1159,  Ann.  Union  Pac.  R.  Co.  v.  Wyler,  158  U. 
Caa.  1914B  217,  34  L.R.A.(N.S.)  346;  S.  285,  15  S.  Ct.  877,  39  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
In  re  Sullivan,  40  Wash.  202,  82  Pae.  983 ;  Cincinnati,  etc,  R.  Co.  v.  Gray, 
297,  UIA.S.R.  895;  Kuhn  V.Brown-  101  Fed.  623,  41  C.  C.  A.  535,  50 
field,  34  W.  Va.  254,  12  S.  E.  519,  11  L.R.A,  47;  Nelson  v.  Montgomery 
L.RA..  700;  Meinshausen  v.  Qettelman  First  Nat.  Bank,  139  Ala.  578,  36  So. 
Brewing  Co.,  133  Wis.  95,  113  N.  W.  707, 101  A.  S.  R.  52  and  note;  Hagen- 
408,  13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  250.  auer  v.  Detroit  Copper  Min.  Co.,  14 

Notes:  21  A.  S.  R.  344;  137  A.  S.  Ariz.  74,  124  Pac.  803,  Ann.  Cas. 
R.  346;  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  932.  1914C  1016  and  note;  Blanchard  v. 

16.  Nelson  v.  Montgomery  First  Lake  Shore,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  126  111.  416, 
Nat.  Bank,  139  Ala.  578,  36  So.  707,  18  N.  E.  799,  9  A.  S.  R.  630;  Chicago, 
101  A.  S.  R.  52  and  note.  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Jones,  149  III.  361,  37 

17.  Jenkins  v.  Chicago  Intemation-  N.  E.  247,  41  A.  S.  R.  278,  24  L.R.A. 
al  Bank,  127  U.  S.  484,  8  S.  Ct  U96,  141;  Walker  v.  Warner,  179  lU.  16, 
32  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  189.  53  N.  E.  594,  70  A.  S.  R.  85;  Carlin  v. 

18.  White  T.  Joyce,  158  U.  S.  128,  Chicago,  262  HI.  564,  104  N.  E.  005, 
16  S.  Ct.  788, 39  IT.  S.  (L.  ed.)  921.      Ann.  Gas.  1916B  213  and  note;  Mia- 

19.  Nelson  t.   Mont^me^   First  souii,  etc.,  B.  Co.     Bagler,  65  Ean. 
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asserts  new  matter  or  a  new  claim  the  true  test  is  whether  the  matter 

set  up  in  the  amendment  amounts  to  a  departure  in  after  pleading. 
If  the  matter  introduced  by  way  of  amendment,  although  it  be  such 
as  might  have  been  joined  in  a  different  count  in  the  original  com- 
plaint, introduces  a  new  claim  or  a  new  cause  of  action,  requiring 
a  different  character  of  evidence  for  its  support,  and  affording  a 
different  defense  from  that  to  the  cause  as  originally  presented,  it 
will  not  relate  back  to  the  commencement  of  the  suit,  so  as  to  prevent 
the  plea  of  the  statute  to  the  new  matter  thus  introduced  * 

182.  Application  of  General  Rules. — Although  there  is  a  lack  of 
uniformity  in  the  decisions  yet  it  is  held  in  several  of  the  states  that 
an  action  grounded  upon  a  right  given  by  statute  and  one  resting 
upon  a  right  at  common  law,  where  t^e  basic  transaction  is  the  same, 
are  yet  different  and  distinct  from  each  other,  so  that  the  change 
from  one  to  the  other  brings  in  a  new  cause  of  action.*  Therefore, 
where  this  doctrine  prevails,  if  a  party  commences  an  action  and 
relies  upon  his  common  law  right  he  cannot  amend  his  common  law 
declaration  by  setting  out  a  statute  and  relying  upon  that  for  his 
right  to  sue  and  for  his  recovery.*  So  an  amendment  to  a  declaration 
charging  a  common  law  liability  or  implied  contract  obligation  to 
lefp&y  money  obtained  by  wrongful  overcharges  has  been,  held  to 
state  a  new  cause  of  action  within  the  rule  as  to  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions, where  the  original  counts  sought  to  recover  treble  damages  as 

IBS,  69  Pac.  189,  3  L.K.A.(N.S.)  259  Wis.  95,  113  N.  W.  408,  13  L.R.A, 
and  note;  Leatberman  v.  Times  Co.,  88   (N.S.)  250. 

Ky.  291,  11  S.  W.  12,  21  A.  S.  R.  342     Notes:  34  Am.  Dec  159;  51  A.  8.  R. 

and  note,  3  L.E.A.  324;  LiUy  v,  Tob-  430  ;  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  269. 

bein,  103  Mo.  477,  IS  S.  W.  618,  23     1.  Nelson  v,  Montgomeiy  First  Nat. 

A.  8.  R.  887  and  note;  Westover  v.  Bank,  139  Ala.  578,  36  So.  707,  101 

Hoover,  04  Neb.  596,  143  N.  W.  946,  A.  8.  R.  52  and  note. 

48  LJl.A.(N.S.)  984  and  note;  Cog-     2.  Union  Pac.  R.  Co.  v.  V'yler,  158 

dell  V.  Emm,  69  N.  C.  464,  12  Am.  U.  8.  286,  15  S.  Ct.  877,  39  U.  S.  (L. 

Rep.  657;  Motsenbocker  v.  Shawnee  ed.)  983;  Chicago,  etc.,  B.  Co.  v.  Jones, 

Gas,  etc.,  Co.  (Okla.)  152  Pac  82,  149  lU.  361,  37  N.  E.  247,  41  A.  8. 

L.R.A.1916B  910  and  note;  Martin  v.       278,  24  L.RA.  1«- J  Allen  y.  Tvsr 

mV-^^--*      9  XJ^n'Z:  E.  Co.  v.  Wyler,  158 

1096  and  note;  Boyd  v.  Mutual  Fire  jj  g  285,  15  S.  Ct.  877.  39  U.  S.  (L. 
Ass'n,  116  Wis.  155  90  N  W.  1086         983;'Morri«m  v.  Baltimore,  e^c, 

94  N.  W.  171,  96  A.  S.  R.  948  and  R.  Co.,  40  App.  Cas.  (D.  a)  391,  Ann! 

note,  61  L.R.A.  918,  overruled  on  an-  Cas.  1914C  1026;  Allen  v.  Tnsearora 

other  point  by  Harrigan  v.  Gilchrist,  Val.  R.  Co.,  228  Pa.  St  97,  78  Atl.  34, 

121Wia.l27,99N.  W.909;Meinshan-  140  A.  S.  R.  714,  3D  LJl.A.(N.S.) 

M  T.  A.  Gettelman  Brewing  Co.,  133  X096  and  note. 
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a  statutory  penalty.*   Similarly  it  has  been  held  that  a  petition,  in 

axi  action  against  a  railroad  company,  by  a  materialman,  to  enforce 
a  statutory  lien  upon  the  railroad  for  the  price  of  material  sold,  not 
to  the  company,  but  to  a  contractor,  cannot  be  amended  so  as  to  charge 
the  company,  as  a  debtor  to  the  plaintiff,  for  ^e  value  of  the  material, 
as  goods  sold  and  delivered,  or  as  goods  of  the  plaintiff  used  and 
appropriated  by  the  company  in  constructing  its  railroad.*  And  a 
complaint  setting  up  a  claim  for  money  had  and  received,  and  by 
amendment  setting  up  *a  claim  for  goods  sold  and  delivered,  growing 
out  of  the  same  transaction,  presents  a  departure  in  after  pleading, 
and  such  amendment  cannot  relate  back  to  the  time  of  the  com- 
mencement of  the  suit,  so  as  to  cut  off  the  plea  of  the  statute  of 
limitations  as  to  the  matter  set  up  in  such  amendment^  as  the  two 
claims  are  essentially  different  in  nature,  one  resting  upon  contract, 
express  or  implied,  to  pay  for  the  goods  sold  while  the  other  has  its 
foundation  upon  the  equitable  principle  that  the  defendant  has  money 
which  ex  aequo  et  bono  belongs  to  the  plaintiff.'  Nor  can  an  action 
upon  an  express  contract  for  the  contract  price  of  apparatus  sold  and 
set  up  in  defendant's  plant,  after  the  statute  of  limitations  has  run, 
be  amended  so  as  to  count  upon  a  quantum  meruit  for  the  value  of 
the  apparatus  accepted,  and  labor  done,  with  no  claim  of  full  com- 
pliance with  the  contract.'  Other  instances  in  which  the  courts  differ 
are  where  an  amendment  makes  a  change  from  one  contract  to 
another,  as  from  an  express  to  an  implied,  or  from  a  tacit  to  an  express 
contract,  from  a  parol  to  a  written  contract;  *  or  where  a  change  is 
made  from  tort  to  contract,  or  vice  versa,*  or  by  substituting  a  cause 
of  action  in  equity  for  one  at  law.  Thus  it  has  been  held  that  if 
a  widow  files  a  "claim  against  her  husband's  estate  for  money  alleged 
to  have  been  loaned  him  to  pay  a  mortgage  on  their  homestead,  it 
is  error  to  permit  a  change  in  the  nature  of  the  cause  of  action  by 
amendment  to  conform  to  the  proof,  so  as  to  state  a  cause  of  action 
for  subrogation  to  the  rights  of  the  mortgagee.^^  It  is,  however,  said 
to  be  the  usual  view  that  changes  from  law  to  equity,  and  from  equity 
to  law,  work  no  change  in  the  cause  of  action  when  the  fundamental 
facts  of  the  controversy  remain  identical.^' 

183.  Supplying  Omissions  in  Original  Pleading. — Bringing  an 
action,  though  erroneous  in  form,  will,  it  baa  been  held,  save  a  claim 

4.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Jones,  149  408,  13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  250. 
III.  361,  37  N.  E.  247,  41  A.  S.  E.  278,     8.  Note:  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  290. 
24  L.R.A.  141.  9.  Charmley  v.  Charmley,  125  Wis. 


6.  Nelson  v.  Montgomery  First  Nat.      Note:  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  289. 
Bank,  139  Ala.  578,  36  So.  707,  101      10.  Charmley  v.  Charmley,  125  Wis. 


7.  Meinshausen  v.  A.  Gettelman  11.  Note:  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  288. 
Brewing  Co.,  133  Wis.  95,  113  N.  W. 
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5.  Note:  51  A.  S.  R.  431. 


297, 103  N.  W.  1106,  110  A.  S.  R.  827. 


A.  S.  B.  52  and  note. 


297, 103  N.  W.  1106, 110  A.  S.  B.  827. 
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from  bar  of  the  statute.'*  And  it  seems  that  although  an  initial 
pleading  in  an  action  begun  within  the  period  of  prescription  is 
defective,  the  amended  pleading  supplying  the  defects  will  relate 
back  and  be  unaffected  by  the  statute  of  limitationa.'*  So  if  a  con- 
test of  a  will  is  Bled  within  a  year  and  is  struck  out  for  want  of  proper 
verification,  but  with  leave  to  amend  by  virtue  of  a  statute  allowing 
amendments,  and  the  petition  is  amended  accordin^y  and  filed,  but 
not  until  after  the  lapse  of  a  year  from  the  date  of  the  order  admitting 
the  will  to  probate,  it  has  been  held  that  the  court  does  not  lose  juris- 
diction to  proceed  with  the  contest.'^  Similarly  a  statute  of  limitations 
requiring  suits  for  personal  injuries  to  be  brought  within  two  years 
does  not  apply  to  matters  of  pleading,  and  should  not  be  given  that 
effect  indirectly  by  holding  that  an  imperfect  statement  of  a  cause 
of  action  is  no  statement  at  all.^*  It  has  also  been  decided  that  an 
amendment,  after  the  completion  of  the  limitation  period,  of  a  com- 
plaint demurrable  for  failure  to  state  facts  sufficient  to  constitute  a 
cause  of  action,  is  permissible,  if  the  facts  stated  in  the  original  com- 
plaint are  sufficient  when  road  in  the  light  of  the  amendment  to 
disclose  tliat  the  amendment  is  but  the  perfection  of  the  imperfect 
statement  of  the  cause  of  action  attempted  to  be  pleaded,  and  not  the 
statement  of  a  new  or  different  cause  of  action.'*  There  is,  however, 
a  want  of  harmony  as  to  the  effect  of  an  amendment  where  no  cause 
of  action  is  stated  in  the  original  pleading.  According  to  some 
decisions,  if  the  original  declaration  fails  to  state  any  cause  of  action 
whatever,  and  an  amended  declaration  is  filed,  after  the  statute  has 
run,  which  does  state  a  cause  of  action,  the  filing  of  such  an  amended 
declaration  will  be  regarded  as  the  beginning  of  the  suit  for  that 
tiawie  of  action  and  the  statute  will  constitute  a  good  defense.'^  On 
the  other  hand  there  is  a  large  and  respectable  body  of  authorities, 
some  in  direct  conflict  with  the  view  just  stated  and  others  capable  of 
being  reconciled  thwewith,  to  the  effect  that  an  amended  pleading, 
which  supplies  a  missing  allegation  without  tiie  presence  of  which  in 
plea  and  proof  Uiere  could  be  no  recovery,  relates  back,  and  is  unaf- 

12.  North  Chicago  St.  R.  Co.  v.  Auf-  16.  Boudreaux  v.  Tucson  Gas,  etc., 
man,  221  111.  614,  77  N.  E.  1120,  112  Co.,  13  Ariz.  361,  114  Pac.  547,  33 
A.  S.  R.  207;  Floumoy  v.  Jefferson-  L.R.A.(N.S.)  196  and  note. 

ville,  17  Ind.  169,  79  Am.  Dec.  468;  17.  Willard  v.  Wood,  1«4  U.  S.  502, 

Cotulla  V.  Urbahn,  104  Tex.  208,  126  17  S.  Ct.  176,  41  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  531; 

S.  W.  1108, 135  S.  W.  1159,  Ann.  Cas.  Hagenauer  v.  Detroit  Copper  Min.  Co., 

1914B  217,  34  L.R.A.(N.S.)  345.  14  Ariz.  74,  124  Pac.  803,  Ann.  Cas. 

13.  Note:  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  269,  300.  1914C  1016  and  note;  Carlin  v.  Chica- 

14.  In  re  Sullivan,  40  Wash.  202,  82  go,  262  III.  564,  104  N.  E.  905,  Ann. 


15.  North  Chicago  St.  R.  Co.  v.  Auf-  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Basley,  65  Kan.  188,  69 
man,  221  lU.  614,  77  N.  £.  1120,  112  Pac  189, 3  L.B.A.(N.S.)  259  and  notft 
A.  S.  B.  207. 


Pac.  297,  111  A.  S.  R.  895. 


Cas.  1915B  213  and  note;  Missouri, 
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fected  by  the  statute  of  limitations  expiring  alter  the  suit  was  begun 
and  before  the  amendment  was  made.'^ 

184.  Negligence  Actions. — The  weight  of  authority  is  to  the  effect 
that  the  allowance  of  an  amendment  to  a  declaration  setting  forth 
more  clearly  the  negligence  complained  of  or  an  additional  ground 
of  negligence  as  Uie  cause  of  the  same  injury  does  not  amount  to  the 
statement  of  a  new  cause  of  action  but  relates  back  to  the  original 
complaint  so  far  as  the  operation  of  the  statute  is  affected.''  Thus 
a  petition  alleging  negligence  in  general  terms  may  be  amended  so 
as  to  set  forth  the  facts,  although  the  period  of  limitations  for  the 
bringing  of  the  action  has  expired  when  the  amendment  is  made. 
Such  an  amendment  is  regarded  as  setting  forth  definitely  that  which 
had  been  pleaded  generally  in  the  onginal  petition,  and  therefore  it 
cannot  be  said  that  a  new  cause  of  action  or  a  new  ground  of  recovery 
has  been  introduced.'**  And  where  a  petition  alleges  that  the  defend- 
ant committed  acts  amounting  to  wantonness,  but  characterizes  the 
conduct  complained  of  simply  as  "negligence,"  it  has  been  held  that 
no  error  is  committed  in  allowing  wanton  misconduct  to  be  charged 
in  express  terms,  even  after  the  limitation  period  has  expired.*  But 
where  the  amendment  sets  up  a  new  cause  of  action  it  will  not  relate 
back  to  the  original  pleading.*  And  the  statute  will,  as  to  such 
amendment,  continue  to  run  to  the  time  it  is  made.'  So  the  com- 
plaint in  an  action  by  a  railroad  employee  for  injuries  caused  by  fail- 
ure of  the  company  to  use  cars  equipped  with  couplers  in  ordinary 
use  cannot,  after  the  limitation  p^od  has  elapsed,  be  amended  so 
as  to  charge  failure  to  comply  with  the  act  of  Congress  requiring  inter- 

18.  Note:  3  Ii.R.A.(N.S.)  301,        342,  170  S.  W.  588,  Ann.  Caa.  1916B 

19.  Texas,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Cox,  145  508  and  note. 

U.  S.  593,  12  S.  Ct.  905,  36  U.  S.  (L.  20.  Missouri  Pac  R.  Co.  v.  Moffatt, 

ed.)  829;  Cincinnati,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  60  Kan.  113,  55  Pac.  837,  72  A.  S.  E. 

Gray,  101  Fed.  623,  41  C.  C.  A.  535,  343  and  note. 

50  L.R.A.  47;  Hagenauer  v.  Detroit  ^^^^5  ^-  5f=P^A*^  ^l^.^^A 

Copper  Min.  Co.,  14  Ariz.  74, 124  Pac  f-rP''r.i\^^l-J^\^^^.^^'- 

803,  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  1016  and  note;  L.«  A.(N.S.)  850  and  note. 

Philadelphia,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Gatta,  4  2.  See  supra,  par.  181,  as  to  amend- 

Boyce(Del.)  38,85AtI.726,47L.R.A.  ,^^°^'  mtroducing  new  eaoses  of  ac- 

(N.S.)  932  ajd  note;  North  Chicago  Vnion  Pac.  R.  Co.  v.  Wyler,  158 

^^■?^''oJ\tf^S%  fJ  J  '  •  S-  285,  15  S.  Ct.  877.  39  U.  S.  (L. 
N.  E.  1120, 112  A  S.  R.  207;  Missouri  ggg.  Vestover  v.  H^wver,  94  Neb. 
Pac.  R.  Co.  V.  Moffatt,  60  Km.  113,  ggg^  ^  ^  g^g^  ^  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
55  Pac.  837,  72  A.  S.  R.  343  and  note;  934  and  note;  Martin  v.  Pittsburg  Rye. 
Harbert  v.  Kansas  City  Elevated  R.  Co.,  227  Pa.  St.  18,  75  Atl.  837,  19 
Co.,  91  Kan.  605,  138  Pac.  641,  50  Ann.  Cas.  818  and  note,  26  L.R.A. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  850  and  note;  Choban-  (N.S.)  1221;  Allen  t.  Tuficarora  Val. 
ian  V.  Washburn  Wire  Co.,  33  R.  I.  R.  Co.,  229  Pa.  St.  97,  78  Atl.  34,  140 
289,  80  Atl.  394,  Ann.  Cas.  1913D  730  A.  S.  R.  714,  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1096 
and  note;  Macklin  v.  Dunn,  130  Tenn.  ami  note. 
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State  railroad  companiea  to  equip  their  cars  with  automatic  couplers, 
and  depriving  them  of  the  defense  of  assumptitm  of  risk.  Such  an 
amendment  is  not  a  restatement,  or  the  statement  in  a  different  form 
of  the  same  cause  of  action,  but  the  averment  of  a  statutory  cause  of 
action  in  which  the  liability  is  different  and  greater  Uian  in  ui  action 
at  common  law.*  Similarly  it  has  been  held  that  a  declaration  setting 
up  the  killing  of  a  pedestrian  attempting  to  cross  tdie  street,  by  the 
negligent  running  of  a  street  car,  cannot  be  amended  after  the  statute 
of  limitations  has  run  so  as  to  allege  the  killing  of  an  intending 
passenger  by  the  negligent  starting  of  the  car  before  he  was  safely 
on 'board.* 

185.  Amendments  Amplifying  Original  Pleadings. — The  general 
rule  is  that  an  amendment  to  a  petition  which  sets  up  no  new  cause  of 

action,  but  merely  amplifies  and  gives  greater  precision  to  the  allega- 
tions in  support  of  the  cause  originally  presented,  or  states  new 
grounds  or  specifications  germane  to  such  charges  or  allegations, 
relates  back  to  the  commencement "of  the  action,  and  may  be  upheld 
without  regard  to  the  statute  of  limitations  *  Therefore  a  new  cause 
of  action  is  not  set  up  by  amendment,  within  the  rule  governing  the 
statute  of  limitation,  where  the  same  substantial  facts  are  pleaded 
merely  in  a  different  form,  so  that  a  recovery  on  either  paragraph  of 
the  complaint  would  bar  a  recovery  on  the  other.'  In  line  with  and 
in  uniformity  to  the  general  principle,  it  has  been  decided  that  a 
plaintiff  to  whose  cause  of  action  the  statute  of  limitations  appears 
to  be  a  bar  may,  by  amendment,  allege  additional  facts  to  avoid  the 
apparent  prescription.   Also  it  is  held  that  a  mere  increase  in  the 

4.  Allen  v.  Tnsearoia  Val.  B.  Co.,  (N.Sv)  856;  Terre  Haute,  etc.,  R.  Co. 

229  Pa.  St  97,  78  Atl.  34,  140  A.  S.  v.  Zehner,  166  Ind.  149,  76  N.  £.  169, 

B.  714,  30  L.B.A.(N.S.)  1096  and  3  L.RJl.(N.S.)   277;  Puritan  Coal 

note.    See  supra,  par.  182,  as  to  Min.  Co.  v.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co.,  237 

amendment  changing  from  common  Pa.  St.  420,  85  AtL  426,  Ann.  Cas. 


6.  Martin  v.  Pittsburg  Rys.  Co.,  227  Wire  Co.,  33  R.  I.  289,  80  Atl.  394, 

Pa.  St.  18,  75  Atl,  837,  19  Ann.  Cas.  Ann.  Cas.  1913D  730  and  note;  Mein- 

818,  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1221.  shausen  v.  A.  Gettelman  Brewing  Co., 

6.  Cincinnati,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Gray,  133  Wis.  95, 113  N.  W.  408, 13  L.R.A. 

101  Fed.  623,  41  C.  C.  A.  535,  50  (N.S.)  250. 

UR.A.  47;  Alabama  G.  S.  R.  Co.  v.  Notes:  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  268,  293;  47 

Thomas,  89  Ala.  294,  7  So.  762,  18  A.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  932. 

S.  R.  119;  Boudreaux  v.  Tucson  Gas,  7.  Boudreaux  v.  Tucson  Gas,  etc., 

etc.,  Co.,  13  Ariz.  361,  114  Pac.  547,  Co.,  13  Ariz.  361,  114  Pac.  547,  33 

33L.R.A.(N.S.)  196andnote;Hageo-  L.R.A.(N.S.)  196;  Beasley  v.  Balti- 

auer  v.  Detroit  Copper  Min,  Co.,  14  more,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  27  App.  Cas.  (D. 

Ariz.  74,  124  Pac.  803,  Ann.  Cas.  C.)  595,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1048;  Terre 

1914C   1016  and  note;   Neubeck  v.  Haute,  etc.,  B.  Co.  v.  Zehner,  166  Ind. 

Lynch,  37  App.  Cas.  (D.  C.)  576,  37  149,  76  N.  E.  169,  3  L.R.A.{N.S.)  277. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  813;  Hagen  v.  Schleuter,  Note:  3  L.aA.{N.S.)  268L 
236  m.  467,  86  N.  E.  112,  22  L.R.A. 
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amount  of  damages,  without  new  elements  of  damage,  will  not  affect 
the  identity  of  the  cause  of  action.^  In  applying  the  general  rule  it  has 
been  held,  in  an  action  against  a  property  owner  for  physical  injury 
caused  by  the  fall  of  the  foundation  wall  of  a  building,  that  a  new 
cause  of  action  is  not  set  up  by  an  amended  declaration  which  merely 
specifies  the  particulars  in  which  the  foundation  is  claimed  to  be 
insufficient.'  Aiid  in  an  action  against  a  carriev  to  recover  for  injuries 
to  live  stock  arising  from  negligence  in  delivery  to  a  connecting 
carrier,  amendments  to  the  complaint  correcting  a  misdescription  of 
the  contract  as  to  the  agreed  point  of  destination,  or  otherwise  curing 
an  imperfect  statement  of  the  same  subject  matter,  or  adding  new 
averments  of  facts  more  clearly  showing  the  negligence  complained 
of,  or  otherwise  altering  the  grounds  of  recovery,  or  varying  the 
alleged  mode  in  which  the  carrier  has  violated  his  duti^  growing 
out  of  his.  agreement  emln-aced  in  the  contract,  have  been  allowed.*** 
Again,  in  an  action  against  a  railroad  company  for  an  unlawful  dis- 
crimination in  the  distribution  of  .cars,  where  the  statement  of  clain: 
alleges  two  certain  discriminatory  acts,  it  has  be^  held  that  the  state- 
ment may  be  amended,  f^ter  the  running  of  the  statute,  by  charging 
that  the  plaintiffs  as  a  consequence  of  the  alleged  acts  were  prevented 
from  shipping  a  larger  amount  of  tonnage,  and  were  therefore  entitled 
to  a  larger  amount  of  damage,  than  was  claimed  for  in  the  original 
statementb*' 


186.  Plaintiffs. — The  question  as  to  whether  an  amendment  which 
makes  an  addition  to,  change  in,  or  substitution  of,  parties  relates  back 
to  the  com,mencement  of  the  action  or  proceeding  so  far  as  the  operar 
tion  of  the  statute  of  limitations  is  concerned  is  one  dependent  to  a 
great  extent  upon  the  provisions  of  statutes  relating  thereto  and  con- 
cerning which  there  has  been  a  considerable  diversity  of  opinion.** 
In  this  connection  it  has  been  held  that  an  amendment  adding  the 
name  of  a  party  plaintiff,  after  the  period  of  limitation  has  elapsed, 
does  not  relate  back  to  the  time  when  the  action  was  commenced  so  as 
to  defeat  the  bar  of  the  statute  as  to  him.**  It  has,  however,  been 
decided  that  an  amendment  of  a  bill  to  foreclose  a  mortgage  so  that  the 
plaintiff  may  maintain  the  suit  as  executor  of  the  deceased  mortgagee, 
rather  than  in  his  individual  capacity,  the  cause  of  action,  breach,  and 

8.  Note:  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  293.  sylvania  R.  Co.,  237  Pa.  St.  420,  85 

9.  Hagen  v.  Sehleuter,  236  III.  467,  Atl.  426,  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  37. 
86  N.  E.  112,  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  856.         12.  Note:  3  UR.A.(N.S.)  305. 

10.  Alabama  G.  S.  R.  Co.  v.  Thorn-  13.  East  Line,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Cnlber- 
as,  89  Ala.  294,  7  So.  762, 18  A.  S.  R.  son,  72  Tex.  375,  10  S.  W.  706,  13  A. 


Adding  or  Changing  Parties 


119. 


S.  R.  806,  3  L.B.A.  567. 


11.  Puritan  Goal  Min.  Co.  v.  Penn- 
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action  itself  romaining  the  same,  relates  back  to  the  beginning  of  the 
addon,  so  far  as  the  running  of  the  statute  is  concemed.><  And, 
according  to  a  number  of  decisions,  where  a  cause  of  action  for  wrong- 
ful death  is  properly  brought  by  the  personal  representative  of  the 
deceased,  but  the  declaration  is  a  nullity  because  the  statutory  benefi- 
ciaries are  not  named,  a  new  declaration  may  be  filed  for  the  purpose 
of  naming  them,  even  after  the  limitation  period  has  elapsed,  since 
the  declaration  relates  back  to  tiie  filing  of  the  summons.'^  So  in  a 
suit  brought  by  a  mother  to  recover  dama^^  for  the  alleged  negligent 
death  of  her  son,  an  amendment  adding  the  names  of  the  brothers 
and  sisters  of  the  deceased  as  parties  plaintiff  has  been  permitted.** 
In  such  a  case  it  is  said  that  although  the  averment  setting  forth  the 
beneficiaries  is  one  of  the  ingredients  necessary  to  state  a  cause  of 
action  in  a  suit  for  the  wrongful  and  n^Iigent  killing  of  a  person,  it 
is,  nevOTtheless,  but  one  of  the  elements,  and  does  not,  of  itself,  con- 
stitute the  cause  of  action  or  a  separate  cause  of  action.  The  averment 
is  essential,  together  with  other  allegations  of  the  petition,  to  state 
a  proper  cause  of  action.  Its  omission  mei^ly  results  in  stating  a 
defective  cause  of  action,  which  may  be  cured  by  an  amendment, 
which  will  relate  back  in  point  of  time  to  the  filing  of  the  original 
petition.^*  On  the  other  hand  there  are  a  number  of  cases  which 
hold  that  the  absence  of  such  an  allegation  is  fatal  to  plaintiff's  right 
of  recovery,  and  that  the  defect  cannot  be  corrected  by  amendment 
after  the  statute  of  limitations  has  run,  for  the  reason  that  the  amend- 
ment is  held  to  be  the  statement  of  a  new  cause  of  action.*®  Again, 
an  amendment  substituting  the  party  having  the  legal  right  to  sue 
for  the  claim  for  which  the  action  was  brought,  instead  of  anotlier 
party  improperly  named  as  plaintiff,  has  been  held  not  to  be  the 
commencement  of  a  new  action  but  to  relate  back,  as  where  the  action 
was  instituted  in  tiie  name  of  an  unincorporated  chiu*ch  society  as 
plaintiff  and  an  amendment  was  allowed  substituting  as  plaintiffs 
members  of  the  church  suing  in  their  own  behalf  as  well  as  in  behalf 
of  all  members.**  And  it  has  also  been  decided  that  a  suit  in  the 
nature  of  a  creditor's  bill  to  enforce  the  statutory  liabihty  of  the  stock- 

• 

14.  Leahy  V.  Havorth,  141  Fed.  850f  note;  Moteenboeker  V.  Sbawnee  Gas, 
73  C.  C.  A.  84,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  657.  etc.,  Co.  (Okla.)  152  Pac.  82,  L.R.A. 

15.  Neubeek  v.  I^cb,  37  App.  Cas.  1916B  910  and  note. 

(D.  C.)  576,  37  L.R.A.(N.S.)  813  and     18.  Hotsenbocker  v.  Shawnee  Gas, 

note;  Love  v.  Southern  R.  Co.,  108  etc.,  Go.  (Okla.)  152  Fae.  82,  L.R.A 

Tenn.  104,  65  S.  W.  475,  55  L.R.A.  19166  910  and  note;  East  Line,  etc., 

471  and  note.  R.  Co.  v.  Culberson,  72  Tei.  375,  10 

16.  Motsenbocker  v.  Shawnee  Gas,  S.  W.  706,  13  A.  S.  R.  805,  3  L,R.A. 
etc.,  Co.  (Okla.)  152  Pac.  82,  LJI.A.  567. 

1916B  010  and  note.  19,  Lilly  v.  Tobbein,  103  Mo.  477, 

17.  Ntubeck  v.  Lynch,  37  App.  Cas.  15  S.  W.  618,  23  A.  S.  R.  887  and 
(D.  C.)  576,  37  L.R.A:(N.S.)  813  and  note. 
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holders  of  an  insolvent  corporation  saves  the  running  of  this  statute 
of  limitations,  not  only  as  E^ainst  the  claim  of  the  one  filing  it,  but 
also  as  against  the  claim  of  every  creditor  of  the  corporation  who 
comes  into  the  action  before  its  final  termination.^  It  may  also  be 
noticed;  in  this  connection,  that  there  is  authority  for  the  view  that 
where  a  community  of  interest  or  a  privity  of  estate  exists  between 
an  intervener  and  other  plaintiffs,  as  in  proceedings  to  contest  a  will, 
a  suit  commenced  before  the  expiration  of  the  statutory  period  inures 
to  the  benefit  of  the  person  who  intervenes  therein  after  the  time 
when  an  action  would  be  barred.*  But  where  there  is  no  community 
of  interest  or  privity  of  estate  a  different  view  has  been  taken.' 

187.  Defendants. — It  is  a  general  rule,  where  an  amendment  is 
made  by  which  new  parties  defendant  are  introduced,  that  if  between 
the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the  suit  and  the  time  when  they 
are  brou^t  in,  the  period  of  limitation  has  expired,  they  may  plead 
the  statute  in  bar  of  their  liability  although  the  defense  may  not  be 
available  to  the  original  defendants.'  Thus  a  majority  of  the  cases 
in  which  the  question  has  arisen  hold  that  the  institution  of  an  actiw 
against  one  person  or  corporation  on  a  cause  of  action  existing  f^;ainst 
another  person  or  corporation  does  not  arrest  the  running  of  the 
statute  with  respect  to  an  action  against  the  latter.*  So  where  a  suit 
is  commenced  by  several  plaintiffs  against  a  corporation,  and  some 
of  such  plaintiffs  are  subsequently,  by  an  amended  complaint,  made 
parties  defendant,  with  a  view  to  asserting  a  cause  of  action  against 
them  in  favor  of  the  corporation,  the  action,  as  to  such  cauae,  cannot 
be  regarded  as  commenced  f^ainst  them  prior  to  Ihe  filing  of  such 

20.  Richmond  v.  Irons,  121  U.  S.  27,  age  Co.  v.  Brown,  124  Ky.  16,  98  S. 

7  S.  Ct.  788,  30  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  864;  W.  279,  124  A.  S.  R.  388;  Walker  v, 

Barrick  v.  Gifford,  47  Ohio  St.  180,  24  Luxon,  138  Ky.  14, 127  S.  W.  489,  137 

N.  E.  259,  21  A.  S,  R.  798.   See  Cor-  A.  S.  R.  344  and  note;  lally  v.  Tob- 

PORATIONS,  vol.  7,  p.  411  et  seq.,  as  to  bein,  103  Mo.  477,  15  S.  W.  618,  23 

limitation  of  actions  by  creditors.  A.  S.  R.  887  and  note;  Boyd  v.  United 

1.  Maurer  v.  Miller,  77  Kan.  92,  93  States  Mortgage,  etc.,  Co.,  187  N.  T. 
Pac.  596, 127  A.  S.  R.  408  and  note,  15  262,  79  N.  E.  999,  116  A.  S.  R.  599, 10 
Ann.  Cas.  663  and  note;  Bradford  v.  Ann.  Caa.  146,  9  L.R.A.(N.8.)  399  and 
Andrews,  20  Ohio  St  208,  5  Am.  Rep.  note;  Bell's  Appeal,  115  Pa.  St.  88,  8 
645.               •  Atl.  177,  2  A.  S.  R.  532;  Boyd  v.  Eau 

Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916B  316.  Claire  Mnt.  Fire  Ass'n,  116  Wis.  155, 

See  also  "Wills.  90  N.  W.  1086,  94  N.  W.  171,  96  A. 

2.  Rockwell  V.  Junction  City,  92  S.  R.  948,  61  L.R.A.  918,  overruled  on 
Kan.  513,  141  Pac  299,  Ann.  Cas.  another  point  by  Harrigan  v.  Oilchrist, 
1916B  315,  121  Wis.  127,  99  N.  W.  909. 

Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  665.  Note:  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  306. 

3.  Proctor  v.  Wells  Bros.  Co.,  262  4.  Proctor  v.  Wells  Bros.  Co.,  262 
lU.  77, 104  N.  E.  186,  Ann.  Cas.  1915B  111.  77, 104  N.  E.  186,  Ann.  Cas.  1915B 
273  and  note;  Leathennan  v.  Times  273  and  note;  Leatherman  v.  Times 
Co.,  88  Ky.  291, 11  S.  W.  12,  21  A.  S.  Co.,  88  Ky.  291,  11  S.  W.  12,  21  A.  S. 
R.  342,  3  L.R.A.  324;  Geneva  Cooper-  R.  342  and  not^,  3  L.R.A.  324. 
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am^ded  complaint.*  And  an  action  against  an  alleged  corporation, 
which  is  in  fact  a  partnership,  is  not  the  commencement  of  an  action 
against  the  individuals  composing  the  firm,  and  hence  will  not  sus- 
pend the  running  of  the  statutory  period  against  them.*  But  where 
an  tunendment  substitutes  for  the  name  of  a  c(»poration  as  defendant 
that  of  an  individual  doing  business  under  the  corporate  name  first 
stated,  the  statute  is  no  defense  where  the  complaint  was  originally 
filed  in  time  and  the  company  or  the  individual  is  the  same  person 
or  entity.'  And  it  has  been  held  that  where  defendants  are  sued  as 
partners,  an  amendment  which  names  them  individually  does  not 
have  the  effect  of  introducing  new  parties  or  a  new  cause  of  action ;  ^ 
neither  does  an  amendment  to  correct  a  misnomer,  there  being  two 
corporations  of  nearly  the  same  name  and  service  having  been  made 
upon  an  officer  who  represented  both  *  It  has  also  been  held  that 
where  a  person  has  been  sued  in  a  representative  capacity,  an  amend- 
ment charging  him  individually  does  not  have  the  effect  of  bringing 
in  a  new  party,^*^  but  merely  changes  the  capacity  in  which  the  same 
defendant  is  sought  to  be  charged.*'  But  in  any  event  the  bringing 
in  of  a  new  defendant  does  not  inure  to  the  benefit  of  the  original 
defendant  so  as  to  permit  him,  on  that  ground,  to  avail  himself  of 
the  benefit  of  ihe  statute.^*  Nor  is  the  right  of  the  original  defend- 
ftnt  altered  in  ^is  respect  by  the  mero  dropping  of  a  codefendant" 


188.  General  Rnle. — The  disability  which  arrests  the  running  of 
the  statute  must  exist  at  the  time  when  the  right  of  action  accrues.'* 


5.  Boyd  V.  Eaa  Claire  Mnt.  Fire  Note:  10  Ann.  Caa.  151. 

Aas'n,  116  Wis.  155,  90  N.  W.  1086,  11.  Boyd  v.  United  States  Mortgafje, 

94  N.  W.  171,  96  A.  S.  R.  948,  61  etc.,  Co.,  187  N.  Y.  262,  79  N.  E.  999, 

L.R.A.  918,  overruled  on  another  point  116  A  S.  R.  599,  10  Ann.  Caa.  146 

by  Hairigan  v.  GUchrist,  121  Wis.  127,  and  note,  9  L.R.A.(N.S.)  399. 

99  N.  W.  909.  12.  Casseriy    v.    Wayne  Circuit 

6.  Geneva  Cooperage  Co.  v.  Brown,  Judge,  124  Mich.  157,  82  N.  W.  841, 
a24  Ky.  16,  98  S.  W.  279, 124  A  S.  R.  83  A.  S.  R.  320  and  note. 

388.  Note:  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  306. 

7.  Manistee  MiU  Co.  v.  Hobdy,  165  13.  Notet  3  L.RA.(N.S.)  306. 

Ala.  411,  51  So,  871,  138  A.  S.  B.  73  14.  McDonald  v.  Hovey,  110  U.  S. 

and  note.  619,  4  S.  Ct.  142,  28  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

8.  Note:  10  Ann.  Cas.  150.  269;  Dugan  v.  Gittings,  3  Gill  (Md.) 

9.  Western  Union  Tel.  Co.  v.  State,  138,  43  Am.  Dec.  306  and  note;  Ed- 
82  Md.  293,  33  Atl.  763,  51  A.  S.  B.  wards  v.  University,  21  N.  C.  325,  30 
464,  31  L.R.A.  572.  Am.  Dec.  170;  Cozzens  v.  Faman,  30 

10.  Bovd  V.  United  States  Mortgage,  Ohio  St.  491,  27  Am.  Rep.  470;  Brown 
etc.,  Co.,'l87  N.  Y.  262,  79  N.  E.  999,  v.  Bicknell,  1  Pin.  (Wis.)  226.  39  Am. 
116  A.  S.  R.  599,  10  Ann.  Cas.  146,  9  Dee.  299. 


XI.  SusPBNaioN  OR  Intbrbuption  of  Statute 


In  Oeneral 


L.B.A.(N.S.)  399  and  note. 


Note:  33  U.  S.  (L.  ed,)  172. 
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And  the  general  rule  is  that  the  statute  ,  having  once  attached  the 
.  period  will  continue  to  run/*  and  will  not  be  suspended  by  any  subse- 
quent disability,**  even  though  it  be  one  of  those  expressly  recognized 

15.  BraoD  v.  Sanerwein,  10  WalL  St.  103,  39  N.  E.  195,  49  A.  S.  B.  705, 

218,  19  n.  S.  (L.  ed.)  895;  Greene  v.  26  URA.  480  and  note;  Smilie  v.  Bif- 

Taylor,  132  U.  S.  415,  10  S.  Ct  138,  fle,  2  Pa.  St.  52,  44  Am.  Dec.  156  and 

33  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  411;  Bauserman  v.  note;  Faysoux  v.  Prather,  1  Nott  ft 

Blunt,  147  U.  S.  647, 13  S.  Ct.  466,  37  MeC.  (S.  C.)  296,  9  Am.  Dec  691; 

U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  316  and  note;  Stanley  Adamson  v.  Smith,  2  Mill,  Const.  (S. 

V.  Schwalby,  162  U.  S.  255,  16  S.  Ct  C.)  269,  12  Am.  Dee.  665  and  note; 

754,  40  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  960;  Field  v.  Jenkins  v.  Jensen,  24  Utah  108,  66  Pac. 

Dickinson,  3  Ark.  409,  36  Am.  Dec.  773,  91  A.  S.  R.  783  and  note;  Fitz- 

458;  Castro  v.  Geil,  110  Cal.  292,  42  hugh  t.  Anderson,  ?  Hen.  &  M.  (Va,) 

Pac.  804,  52  A.  S.  R.  84  and  note;  289,  3  Am.  Dec.  625;  Channley  v. 

Clyne  v.  Easton,  148  CaL  287,  83  Pac.  Charmley,  125  Wis.  297,  103  N.  W. 

36,  113  A.  S.  R.  253;  Doyle  v.  Wade,  1106,  110  A.  S.  R.  827;  Rhodes  v. 

23  Pla.  90,  1  So.  516,  11  A.  S.  R.  334  Smethurst,  6  M.  &  W.  351,  9  L.  J. 

and  note;  Schofield  v.  WooUey,  98  Ga.  Gxch.  330,  16  Eng.  RuL  Cas.  146  and 

548,  25  S.  E.  769,  58  A.  8.  R.  315  and  note;  Gamer  v.  Wingrove,  [1906]  2 

note;  KeU  v,  Healey,  84  Dl.  104,  25  Ch.  233,  74  L.  J.  Ch.  545, 53  W,  K  588, 

Am.  Rep.  434;  Mereness  v.  Charles  93  L.  T.  N.  S.  131,  3  Ann.  Gas.  837 

Citv  First  Nat.  Bank,  112  la.  11,  83  and  note,  3  British  Rul.  Cas.  737  and 

N.  W.  711,  84  A.  S.  R.  318  and  note,  note. 

51  L.R.A.  410  and  note,  ease  overruled  Notes:  33  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  172;  36  Am. 

on  another  point  by  Elliott  v.  Capital  Dec.  78;  1  A.  S.  R.  789;  Ann.  Cas. 

City  State  Bank,  128  la.  275,  103  N.  1912C  1014. 

W.  777,  111  A.  S.  R.  198,  1  L.R.A.  16.  Braun  v.  Sauerwein,  10  Wall. 

(N.S.)  1130;  Kistler  v.  Hereth,  75  218, 19  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  895;  Baosemuui 

lud.  177,  39  Am.  Rep.  131;  Down-  v.  Blunt,  147  U.  S.  047,  13  S.  Ct  466, 

ham  V.  Holloway,  158  Ind.  626,  64  37  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  316  and  note;  Castro 

N.  E.  82,  92  A.  S.  R.  330  and  note;  v.  Geil,  110  Cal.  292,  42  Pac.  804,  52 

Bell  V.  Rowland,  Hardin  (Ky.)  301,  3  A.  S.  R.  84  and  note;  Williams  t. 

Am.  Dec.  729;  Fox  v.  Hudson,  150  Ky.  Long,  130  Cal.  58,  62  Pac.  264,  80  A. 

115,  150  S.  W.  49,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  S.  R.  68  and  note;  Bastler  v.  Hereth, 

832;  Ruff  v.  Bull,  7  Har.  &  J.  (Md.)  75  Ind.  177,  39  Am.  Rep.  l3l;  Rufl 

14,  16  Am.  Dec.  290  and  note;  Harvey  v.  Bull,  7  Har.  &  J.  (Md.)  14, 16  Am. 

V.  Tobey,  15  Pick.  (Mass.)  99,  25  Am.  Dec.  290  and  note;  Harvey  t.  Tob^, 

Dec.  430  and  note;  Klass  v.  Detroit,  15  Pick.  (Mass.)  99,  25  Am.  Dee.  430 

129  Mich.  35,  88  N.  W.  204,  95  A.  S.  and  note;  Bensell  t.  Chancellor,  5 

R.  407  and  note;  Stevenson  t.  Mc-  Whart  (Pa.)  371,  34  Am.  Dec  561; 

Reary,  12  Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  9,  61  Faysouz  v.  Prather,  1  Nott  &  McC. 

Am.  Dec.  102;  Jackson  v.  Moore,  13  (S.  C.)  296,  9  Am.  Dee.  691;  Adamson 

Johns.  (N.  T.)  513,  7  Am.  Dec  398;  v.  Smith,  2  Mill,  Const.  (S.  C.)  269, 

Wenman   v.  Mohawk  Ins.  Co.,  13  12  Am.  Dec.  665  and  note;  Nicks  v. 

Wend.  (N.  Y.)  267,  28  Am.  Dec.  464  Martindale,  Harp.  L.  (S.  Cf.)  135,  18 

and  note;  Piper  v.  Hoard,  107  N.  Y.  Am.  Dee.  647  and  note;  Jenkins  v. 

67,  13  N.  E.  632,  1  A.  S.  R.  785  and  Jensen,  24  Utah  108,  66  Pac.  773,  91 

note;  Grady  v.  Wilson,  115  N.  C.  A.  S.  R.  783  and  note;  Fitzhngh  v.  An- 

344,  20  S.  E.  518,  44  A.  .8.  R.  461  and  derson,  2  Hen.  &  M.  (Ya.)  289,  3  Am. 

note;  Broadfoot  v.  Fayetteville,  124  N.  Dee.  625. 

C.  478.  32  S.  E.  804,  70  A.  S.  R.  610  Notes:  33  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  172,  174; 

and  note;  Cameron  v.  Hicks,  141  N.  C.  36  Am.  Dec.  78;  65  Am.  Dec.  596;  1 

21,  53  S.  E.  728,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  407  A.  S.  R.  789;  51  L.R.A.(N.S,)  836. 
and  note:  Powell  v.  Koehler,  52  Ohio 
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in  the  statute,^'  unless  the  statute  so  provides, as  for  instance  where 
it  forbids  suits  against  4x,ecutors  during  a  certain  period  of  time.^' 
Therefore  if  time  has  begun  to  run  against  a  debt^  it  does  not  cease 
to  run  by  reason  that  at  a  subsequent  period  there  is  no  person  capable 
of  suing  upon  it;  nor  will  suoaequent  imprisonment  stop  the  run- 
ning of  the  statute.^  So  it  has  been  held  that  knowingly  false  repre- 
sentations by  a  bank  amounting  in  substance  to  a  denial  of  liabOity 
to  the  estate  of  a  decedent,  and  of  the  fact  that  there  is  evidence  on 
its  books  of  a  deposit  by  him  for  which  a  demand  certificate  had  been 
given,  which  was  afterwards  lost,  do  not  interrupt  the  statute  of 
limitations  after  it  has  begun  to  run  in  favor  of  the  bank.^  And 
the  fact  that  an  attorney  after  collecting  money  for  his  client  re- 
tains it,  and  informs  his  client  in  writing  that  he  has  collected 
it  and  will  pay  it  over  as  soon  as  he  has  paid  certain  contingent 
fees  chargeable  against  it,  does  not  interrupt  the  running  of  the 
statute  against  an  action  to  recover  the  money  from  him,  although 
such  contingent  fees  were  never  paid.*  It  has  also  been  held  that 
the  statute,  after  it  has  begun  to  run,  is  not  suspended  in  the  case 
of  a  note,  because,  after  it  attached,  the  payee  covenanted  with 
the  maker,  in  ccHOsideration  of  an  assignment  by  the  latter  to  his 
creditors,  including  the  payee,  to  acquit  and  discharge  him  from 
all  claim  or  demand,  action  or  right  of  action,  for  several  years.* 

189.  Exceptions  Generally. — Exceptions  in  statutes  of  limitation 
in  favor  of  pereons  laboring  under  (Usability  are  strictly  construed  * 
and  the  enumeration  by  the  legislature  of  specific  exceptions  by  impli- 
cation excludes  all  others.*  So  it  has  been  said  that  in  no  case  of  a 

17.  Braim  v.  Saaerwdm,  10  Wall,  was  theoretically  correct;  but  the  de- 
218,  19  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  895.  cision  was  based  on  the  hypothesis 

18.  Kifitler  v.  Hereth,  75  Ind.  177,  that  a  certificate  of  deposit  is,  in  legal 
39  Am.  Rep.  131;  Jenkins  v.  Jensen,  effect,  a  promissory  note  and  that,  if 
24  Utah  108,  66  Pac.  773,  91  A.  S.  R.  payable  on  demand^  the  statute  of  lim- 
783  and  note;  Charmley  T.  Charmley,  itations  begins  to  run  against  it  from 
125  Wis.  297,  103  N.  W.  1106,  110  A.  its  date,  and  because  of  this  error  the 
S.  R.  827.  case  was  overruled  by  Elliott  v.  Cap- 

19.  Henderson  v.  Ilsley,  11  Smedes  ital  City  State  Bank,  128  la.  275,  103 
&  M.  (Miss.)  9,  49  Am.  Dec  41.  See  N.  W.  777,  111  A.  S.  R.  198,  1  L.R.A. 
Executors  and  ADumiSTiUToas,  vol.  (N.S.)  1130.  As  to  the  nature  and 
11,  p.  213.  legal  incidents  of  certificates  of  de- 

20.  Rhodes  v.  Smethurst,  6  M.  &  W.  posit,  see  Banks,  vol.  3,  p.  573. 
351,  9  L.  J.  Excb.  330,  16  Eng.  Rul.  3.  Schofield  v.  WooUey,  98  Ga.  548, 
Cas.  146  and  note.  25  S.  E.  769,  58  A.  S.  R.  315  and 

1.  Note:  36  Am.  Dec.  72.  note. 

2.  Mereness  v.  Charles  City  First  4.  Harvey  v.  Tobey,  15  Pick. 
Nat.  Bank,  112  la.  11,  83  N.  W.  711,  (Mass.)  99,  25  Am.  Dec.  430  and  note. 
84  A.  S.  R.  318,  51  L.R.A.  410  and  5.  Powell  v.  Kochler,  52  Ohio  St. 
note.  The  conclusion  reached  in  this  103,  39  N.  E.  195,  49  A.  S.  B.  70S,  26 
case  that  the  statute  of  limitations,  L.R.A.  480  and  note. 

having  once  commenced  to  run,  was  6.  Clarke  v.  Mississippi  Bank,  10 

not  interrupted  by  the  acts  relied  on  Ark.  516,  62  Am.  Dec.  248  and  note; 
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voluntary  abandonment  of  an  action  has  an  exception  to  the  statute 
been  supported.'  Similarly  where  the  disalhlity  of  imprisonment  ia 
not  excepted  from  the  operation  of  the  statute  it  will  not  save  the 
statutory  bar.^  And  in  this  connection  it  has  also  been  held  that  an 
agreement  to  submit  a  controversy  to  arbitration  does  not  opwate 
to  stop  the  running  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  unless  one  party  uses 
tiie  agreement  as  a  means  of  inducing  the  other  party  to  refrain  from 
bringing  suit  until  it  is  barred  by  the  statute.'  And,  in  case  of  a 
repeal  of  an  exception  in  a  statute,  the  limitation  as  to  such  persons 
will  commence  at  the  date  of  the  repeal  of  the  saving  clause.'^  On 
the  other  hand  the  statute  of  limitations  ceases  to  run  against  a  claim- 
ant whose  power  to  institute  hia  suit  has  been  taken  away  by  statute, 
whether  such  exception  is  contained  in  the  act  of  limitation  or  not.^' 
Again,  it  has  been  held  that  the  grantee  of  an  heir  of  one  protected 
from  tho  operation  of  the  statute  of  limitations  is  entitled  to  the  full 
benefit  of  that  protection,  and  may  bring  a  suit  within  the  sfune  time, 
and  to  the  same  effect,  as  though  no  change  of  ownership  had  occurred, 
and  as  if  the  suit  was  prosecuted  in  the  name  and  for  the  benefit  of 
the  original  owner." 

190.  Power  of  Court  Generally  to  Create  Exceptions. — As  a  general 
rule  the  courts  are  without  power  to  read  into  these  statutes  exertions 
which  have  not  been  embodied  therein,"  however  reasonable  they 
mky  seem.  It  is  not  for  judicial  tribunals  to  extend  the  law  to  all 
cases  coming  within  the  reason  of  it,  so  long  as  they  are  not  within 
the  letter.'*  Considerations  of  apparent  inconvenience  or  hardship 
will  not  be  allowed  to  control.'*   The  enactment  of  tho  lawmaking 

Atchison,  etc.,  R.  Co.  V.  Atchison  Grain  S.  (L.  ed.)  175;  Kendall  v.  United 

Co.,  68  Kan.  585,  75  Pac.  1051, 1  Ann.  States,  107  U.  S.  123,  2  S.  Ct.  277,  27  ■ 

Cas.  639  and  note;  Powell  v.  Koehler,  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  437;  Amy  v.  Watertown, 

52  Ohio  St.  103,  39  N.  E.  195,  49  A.  S.  130  U.  S.  320,  9  8.  Ct.  537,  32  U.  S. 

R.   705,   26  L.R.A.  480  and   note;  (L.  ed.)  953;  Tynan  v.  Walker,  35 

Pietseh  v.  Milbrath,  123  Wis.  647,  101  Cal.  634,  95  Am.  Dec.  152  and  note; 

N.  W.  388,  102  N.  W.  342,  107  A.  S.  Stewart  v.  Stewart,  152  Cal.  162,  92 

R.  1017,  68  L.R.A.  945.  Pac.  87,  14  Ann.  Cas.  940;  Lewis  v. 

7.  Richards  v.  Maryland  Ins,  Co.,  8  Pawnee  Bill's  Wild  West  Co.,  6  Penn. 
Cranch  84,  3  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  496.  (Del.)  316,  66  Atl.  471,  16  Ann.  Cas. 

8.  Note:  36  Am.  Dec.  72.  903  and  note;  Atchison,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v. 

9.  Homhlower  v.  George  Washing-  Atchison  Grain  Co.,  68  Kan.  585,  75 
ton  University,  31  App.  Cas.  (D.  C.)  Pac.  1051,  1  Ann.  Cas.  639  and  note; 
64.  14  Ann.  Cas.  696.  Pictsch  v.  Milbrath,  123  Wis.  647,  101 

10.  Lewis  V.  Lewis,  7  How.  776,  12  N.  W.  388,  102  N.  W.  342,  107  A.  S. 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  909.  R.  1017,  68  L.R.A.  945;  Rutledge  v. 

11.  Broadfoot  v.  Fayetteville,  124  N.  United  States  Sav.,  etc.,  Co.,  37  Can. 
C.  478,  32  S.  E.  804.  70  A.  S.  R.  630.  Sup.  Ct.  546,  5  Ann.  Cas.  542  and  note. 

12.  Ford  V.  Langel,  4  Ohio  St.  464,  Note:  13  Am.  Dec  368. 

62  Am.  Dec.  295  and  note.  14.  Note:  13  Am.  Dec.  368. 

13.  Richards  v.  Maryland  Ins.  Co.,  15.  Lewis  v.  Pawnee  Bill's  Wild 
8  Cranch  84,  3  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  496;  West  Co.,  6  Penn.  (Del.)  316,  66  Atl. 
M'lvers  v.  R -gan,  2  Wheat.  25,  4  U.  471,  16  Ann.  Cas.  903  and  not«; 
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power  within  its  legitimate  fidd  must  not  be  obstructed  by  (he  judicial 
administration.  Such  power  is  ample,  if  it  sees  fit,  to  esctingvush  any 
right  enforceable  by  an  action,  if  judicial  remedies  for  such  enforce- 
ment are  not  invoked  within  such  reasonable  time  as  it  sees  fit  to  name. 
The  possessor  of  the  right  may  be  under  disability  personally  to  enforce 
the  same  within  the  prescribed  period  by  reason  of  infancy,  insanity, 
imprisonment  or  other  cause,  and  yet  the  statute  in  gen^^  terms, 
not  containing  any  exception  to  save  the  right,  will  extinguish  it** 
The  legislature  is  the  judge,  and  the  sole  judge  in  such  matters,  sub- 
ject to  no  judicial  review  whatever,  so  long  as  it  acts  within  the 
boundaries  of  reason.  It  is  far  better  that  occasionally  one  should 
sufifer  severely  from  the  enforcement  of  the  law,  as  the  court  finds  it, 
than  that  they  should  endeavor  to  bend  the  law  out  of  its  manifest 
scope  to  avoid  that  restilt.'^  So  courts  in  construing  a  special  statute 
of  limitation  will  not  read  another  statute  into  it  and  thus  incorporate 
exceptions  not  contained  therein,*^  or  give  it  any  new  or  unusual 
interpretation,'*  but  they  are  to  give  effect  to  the  object  of  the  law 
creating  the  exception  which  is  to  prevent  the  statute  from  running 
daring  the  time  the  claimant  is  prevented  without  fault  on  his  part 
from  suing,  ao  that  he  can  have  the  full  benefit  of  the  time  allowed 
him  in  which  to  bring  his  action.**  In  applying  the  rule  it  has  been 
held  that  in  the  absence  of  a  statute  making  concealment  an  exception 
to  the  statute  of  limitations,  the  courts  cannot  create  one,  however 
harsh  and  inequitable  the  enforcement  of  the  statute  may  be.'  And 
the  courts  cannot  create  an  exception  where  an  action  was  not  com- 
menced within  the  period  because  of  the  act  of  a  person  in  designedly 
eluding  service  of  process  * 

191.  Exceptions  Created  by  Courts. — It  has  been  declared  that  the 
specification  by  the  legislature  of  exceptions  to  the  operation  of  the 
general  statute  of  limitations  will  not  preclude  the  court  from  apply- 
ing exertions  to  such  statute  which  were  recognized  by  the  common 

Pietsch  T.  Ifilbrath^  123  Wis.  647,  101  18.  Lewis  v.  Pawnee  BiU's  Wild 
N.  W.  388,  102  N.  W.  342,  107  A.  S.  West  Co.,  6  Penn.  (Del.)  316,  66  Atl. 
H.  1017,  68  L.R.A.  945.  471, 16  Ann.  Cas.  903  and  note. 

16.  Pietsch  v.  Milbrath,  123  Wis.  19.  Langdon  v.  Doud,  6  Allen 
647, 101 K.  W.  388, 102  N.  W.  342, 107  (Mass.)  423,  83  Am.  Dec  641. 


17.  M'lvers  v.  Ragan,  2  Wheat.  25,  225,  24  N.  E.  493,  21  A.  S.  B.  806,  8 
4  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  176;  Vance  v.  Vance,  L.R.A.  333  and  note;  Dignam  v.  Shaff, 
108  U.  S.  514,  2  S.  Ct.  854,  27  U.  S.  51  Wash.  412,  98  Pac  1113,  22  L.B.A. 
(L.  ed.)  808;  Lewis  v.  Pawnee  Bill'B  (N.S.)  996  and  note. 
Wild  West  Co.,  6  Penn.  (Del.)  316, 66  1.  Atchison,  ete.,  B.  Co.  t.  Atduson 
Atl.  471,  16  Ann.  Cas.  903  and  note;  Grain  Co.,  68  Kan.  685,  75  Pac.  1051, 
Pietsch  V.  Milbrath,  123  Wis.  647,  101  1  Ann.  Cas.  639. 
N.  W.  388,  102  N.  W.  342,  107  A.  S.  2.  Amy  v,  Watertown,  130  U.  S.  320, 
B.  1017,  68  L.B.A.  945.  9  S.  Ct.  537,  32  U.  S.  (U  ed.)  953. 

Note:  13  Am.  Dec.  368. 


A.  S.  R.  1017,  68  L.RJL  945. 
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law  other  than  those  prescribed  by  the  legislature  •  In  line  with  this 
view  it  has  been  said  that  there  is  one  class  of  cases  which  is  excluded 
from  the  operation  of  the  statute  by  act  of  law  itself,  which  class 
ombracee  those  casee  in  which  no  action  can  be  brought  at  all,  either 
for  want  of  parties  capable  of  suing,  or  because  the  law  prohibits  the 
bringing  of  an  action.  In  such  cases  the  general  law  operates  as  a 
qualification,  or  tacit  condition  of  the  particular  statute.  Thus,  if  a 
man  dies  after  commencing  an  ^tion,  and  it  abates  by  his  death,  and 
the  limitation  of  time  for  bringing  another  action  expires  before  the 
appointment  of  an  executor  or  administrator,  the  courts  have  held 
that  as  there  is  no  person  to  bring  suit,  the  statute  is  suspended  for  a 
reasonable  period,  in  order  to  give  an  opportunity  to  those  interested 
to  have  the  proper  representative  appointed.*  And  the  United  States 
supreme  court  early  engrafted  upon  such  statutes  an  exception  by 
holding  that  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  1783,  by  which  the  independence 
of  the  United  States  was  acknowledged  by  Great  Britain,  prevented 
the  operation  of  a  Virginia  statute  of  limitations  upon  debts  due 
to  British  subjects,  and  contracted  before  the  treaty  was  made.*  In 
that  case,  though  the  statute  had  begun  to  run  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war  in  1775,  the  time  during  which  it  had  thus  run  was 
not  allowed  to  be  added  to  any  time  subsequent  to  the  treaty.  This, 
perhaps,  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  a  clearly  judicial  exception,  incor- 
porated into  the  Virginia  statute.  It  was  rested  upon  the  force  of 
the  treaty,  which  declared  the  creditord  on  either  side  (British  or 
American)  should  meet  with  no  lawful  impediment  to  the  recovery 
of  the  full  value,  in  sterling  money,  of  all  bona  fide  debts  theretofore 
contracted.  The  treaty,  however,  was  not  the  act  of  Virginia,  and 
the  suspension  of  the  statute's  operation  was  by  something  outside 
of  the  statute  itself.*  The  courts  have  also  recognized  an  exception 
in  case  of  war  as  a  result  of  which  courts  are  closed  to  suitors.' 

192.  Tacking  Successive  Disabilities. — ^Except  where  4he  statute 
otherwise  so  provides,  one  disability  cannot  be  tacked  to  another,  nor 
the  disabilities  of  an  ancestor  to  those  of  the  heir,  to  protect  a  party 
from  the  operation  of  the  statute;  nor  can  a  party  avail  himself  of 
several  disabilities,  unless  they  all  existed  at  the  time  when  the  right 
of  action  accrued.*   Therefore,  where  a  right  of  action  accrues  to  a 

8.  Braan  v.  Sauerwein,  10  Wall.  218,  6.  Braun  v,  Sauerwein,  10  Wall.  218, 

19  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  895;  Carrier  v.  Chi-  19  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  895. 

cago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  79  la.  80,  44  N.  W.  7.  See  infra,  par.  238-239,  as  to 

203,  6  L.R.A.  799  and  note.   See  infra,  war. 

par.  213  et  seq.,  as  to  fraud.  8.  Dugan  v.  Qittings,  3  Oill  (Md.) 

4.  Amy  v.  Watertown,  130  U.  S.  138,  43  Am.  Dec.  306  and  note;  Priddy 

320,  9  S.  Ct.  537,  32  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  953.  v.  Boice,  201  Mo.  309,  99  S.  W.  1055, 

6.  Hopkurk  v.  BeU,  3  Cranch  454,  119  A.  S.  R.  762,  9  Ann.  Cas.  874,  9 

2  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  497.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  718;  Demarcst  v.  Wyn- 
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female  minor,  who  afterwards  marries  before  she  attains  her  majority, 
it  is  not  competent  for  her  to  avail  herself  of  any  other  disability 
than  that  of  infancy.*  So  where  a  title  accrued  twenty-one  years 
before  the  commencement  of  the  suit,  and  during  the  infuicy  of  the 
plaintiffs,  it  was  held  that  their  claim  would  be  barred  as  against  an 
adverse  possessor,  if  not  enforced  within  the  statutory  period  after 
their  arriving  at  full  age,  though  the  claimants  were  females  and 
married  during  infancy,  and  were  femes  covert  at  the  time  suit  was 
brought.'^  And  the  disability  caused  by  the  marriage  of  a  woman 
who  executed  a  deed  while  under  age  cannot  be  tacked  to  the  dis- 
ability of  nonage  to  toll  the  bar  of  the  statute  where  she  became  of 
age  before  marriage.''  But  when  there  are  two  coexisting  disabilities 
when  the  action  accrues,  it  has  been  held  that  the  party  is  not  bound 
to  act  until  the  last  is  removed.'*  Thus  when  an  infant  married 
woman,  who  was  married  before  any  of  the  married  women's  enabling 
acte  were  passed,  except  the  one  empowering  her  to  sdl  her  land  by 
joining  her  husband  in  the  conveyance,  joined  with  her  husband  in 
a  conveyance  of  her  land,  it  was  held  that  the  grantee  had  a  rightful 
possession  as  against  her  during  the  lifetime  of  her  husband;  and 
the  statute  of  limitations  did  not  run  against  her  right  of  disaffirm- 
ance until  coverture  was  ended."  And  it  has  been  held  that  if  a 
person  entitled  to  contest  a  will  is  under  the  two  disabilities  of  infancy 
and  absence  from  the  state  at  the  time  his  right  of  action  accrues, 
his  subsequent  temporary  presence  in  the  state  while  he  is  yet  an 
infant  has  the  effect  of  removing  his  disability  df  absence  from  the 
state." 

193.  Ignorance  of  Rights. — ^The  fact  that  a  person  entitled  to  an 
action  has  no  knowledge  of  his  right  to  sue,  or  of  the  facts  out  of 

which  his  right  arises,  does  not,  as  a  general  rule,  prevent  the  running 
of  the  statute,  or  postpone  the  commencement  of  the  period  of  limita- 
tion, until  he  discovers  the  facts  or  learns  of  his  rights  thereunder. 
Nor  does  the  mere  silence  of  the  person  liable  to  the  action  prevent  the 

koop,  3  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  129,  8  Am.  generally. 

Dec.  467;  Cozzens  v.  Farnan,  30  Ohio  10.  Thompson  v.  Smith,  7  Serg.  & 

St.  491,  27  Am.  Rep.  470;  Thompson  R.  (Pa.)  209,  10  Am.  Dec.  453  and 

V.  Smith,  7  Serg.  &  R.  (Pa.)  209,  10  note. 

Am.  Dec.  453  and  note.  11.  Priddy  v.  Boiee,  201  Mo.  309,  09 

Note:  33  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  173,  174.  S.  W.  1055,  119  A.  S.  R.  762,  9  Ann. 

9.  Dugan  v.  Gittings,  3  GiU  (Md.)  Cas.  874,  9  L.R.A.(N.S.)  718. 

138,  43  Am.  Dec.  306  and  note ;  Coz-  12.  Wilson  v.  Branch,  77  Va.  65,  46 

zens  V.  Farnan,  30  Ohio  St  491,  27  Am.  Rep.  709. 

Am.  Rep.  470;  Thompson  v.  Smith,  7  13.  StuU  v.  Harris,  51  Ark.  294,  11 

Serg.  &  R.  (Pa.)  209,  10  Am.  Dec.  453  S.  W.  104,  2  L.R.A.  741. 

and  note.   See  infra,  par.  208-210,  as  14.  Powell  t.  Koehler,  52  Ohio  St. 

to  coverture.    See  also  Husband  and  103,  39  N.  E.  195,  49  A.  S.  R.  705  and 

Wife,  vol.  13,  p.  1310,  as  to  disability  note,  26  L.R.A.  480  and  not«^ 

of  infancy  superadded  to  coverture 
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running  of  the  statute.  To  have  such  effect,  Uiere  must  be  some- 
thing done  to  prevent  discovery — something  which  can  be  said  to 
amount  to  concealment^'  Though  a  pwson  may  not  discover  his 
injury  until  too  late  to  take  advantage  of  the  appropriate  remedy  yet 
this  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  occasioned  hardships  necessarily  incident 
to  a  law  arbitrarily  making  legal  remedies  conting«it  on  mere  lapse 
of  time.^*  Thus,  although  the  entire  damage  resulting  from  the 
negligence  of  another  may  not  have  been  known  until  the  right  to  a 
recovery  is  barred,  yet  the  time  which  an  action  may  be  brought  is 
not  thereby  prolonged.^'  This  principle  has  been  applied  in  the  case 
of  an  action  against  an  attorney  for  negligence,  although  commenced 
as  soon  as  the  plaintiff  ascertained  definitely  that  the  consequence  of 
the  neglect  was  a  loss  of  his  debt>  the  statutory  period  from  the  lime  of 
the  negligence  having  expired.^*  Similarly  it  has  been  held  that 
ignorance  on  the  part  of  the  assignee  of  non-negotiable  paper  does 
not  prevent  or  postpone  the  running  of  the  statute  of  limitations 
against  a  suit  to  recover  of  the  assignor  the  amount  paid  therefor,  on 
the  ground  that  it  was  invalid  when  sold,  unless  such  ignorance  was 
owing  to  the  conduct  of  the  assignor.**  Again,  it  has  been  held  that 
a  father's  cause  of  action  for  the  seduction  of  his  daughter  arises  when 
the  act  of  seduction  is  complete,  and  not  when  he  discovffls  that  his 
daughter  has  been  seduced."  There  are,  however,  exceptions  to  this 
general  rule  and  there  is  said  to  be  no  reason,  resting  on  general  prin- 


16.  Yan  Id^d  t.  Duffin,  158  Ala.  Am.  Dec.  607  and  note;  Merchants' 
318,  48  So.  507,  132  A.  S.  R.  29;  Lat-  Nat.  Bank  v.  Spates,  41  W.  Va.  27,  23 
tin  V.  Gillette,  95  Cal.  317,  30  Pac.  545,  S,  E.  681,  56  A.  S.  R.  828  and  note; 

29  A.  S.  R.  115  and  note;  Lightner  Pietsch  v.  Milbrath,  123  Wis.  647,  101 
Min.  Co.  V.  Lane,  161  Cal.  689,  120  N.  W.  388,  102  N.  W.  342, 107  A.  S.  R. 
Pac.  771,  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  1093;  Davis  1017,  68  L.R.A.  945;  Ott  v.  Hood,  152 
V.  Boyett,  120  Qa.  649,  48  S.  E.  185,  Wis.  97,  139  N.  W.  762,  Ann.  Cas. 
102  A.  S.  R.  118  and  note,  1  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  636,  44  L.R.A(N.S.)  524. 
3S6  and  note,  66  L.R.A.  258  and  note;  Notes:  55  A.  S.  B.  515;  59  A.  S.  R. 
State  V.  Walters,  31  Ind.  App.  77,  66  398. 

N.  E.  182,  99  A,  S.  R.  244  and  note;      See  infra,  par.  213  et  seq.,  as  to 
Atchison,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Atchison  Grain  fraud  and  fraudulent  concealment. 
Co.,  68  Kan.  585,  75  Pac.  1051, 1  Ann.      16.  Pietsch  v.  Milbrath,  123  Wis. 
Cas.  639;  Thomas  v.  White,  3  Utt.  647,  101  N.  W.  388,  102  N.  W.  342, 
(Kv.)  177,  14  Am.  Dec.  56;  Jordan  v.  107  A.  S.  R.  1017,  68  L.RA.  945. 
-Jordan,  4  Greenl.  (Me.)  175,  16  Am.      17.  Lattin  v.  Gillette,  9'y  Cal.  317,  30 
Dec.  249;  Fee  v.  Fee,  10  Ohio  469,  36  Pac.  545,  29  A.  S.  R.  115  and  note. 
Am.  Dec.  103  and  note;   State  v.     18.  Thomas  v.  Errin,  Cheves  L.  (S. 
Standard  Oil  Co.,  49  Ohio  St.  137,  C.)  22,  34  Am.  Dec.  586  and  note. 

30  N.  E.  279,  34  A.  S.  R.  541  and  19.  Merchants'  Nat.  Bank  v.  Spates, 
note,  15  L.R.A.  145;  Lewey  v.  H.  C.  41  W.  Va.  27,  23  S.  E.  681,  56  A.  S.  R. 
Fricke  Coke  Co.,  166  Pa.  St.  536,  31  828  and  note. 

Atl.  261,  45  A.  S.  R.  684  and  note,  28  20,  Davis  v.  BoyeU,  120  Ga.  649,  48 
L.R.A.  283;  Thomas  v.  Ervin,  Cheves  S.  E.  186, 102  A.  S.  R.  118, 1  Ann.  Cas. 
L.  (S.  C.)  22,  34  Am.  Dec.  586  and  386  and  note,  66  LJLA..  258  and  ttot& 
note;  Smith  v.  Bishop,  9  Vt.  110,  31 
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ciple,  why  ignorance  that  is  the  reeuU  of  the  defendant's  conduct,  and 
not  of  the  stupidity  or  negligence  of  the  plaintiff,  should  not  prevent 
the  running  of  the  statute  in  favor  of  the  wrongdoer.^  And  courts  of 
equity  gOBOTally  decline  to  apply  the  statute  where  the  plaintiff  neither 
knew,  nor  had  reasonable  means  for  knowing,  of  the  existence  of  a 
cause  of  action.  But  if  tiie  cause  of  action  be  known,  or  might  have 
been  known  by  the  exercise  of  vigilance  in  the  use  of  means  within 
reach,  equity  follows  the  law,  and  applies  the  statute.*  In  this  con- 
nection it  has  also  been  decided  that  the  equitable  rule  that  the  statute 
should  run  only  from  discovery  or  a  time  when  it  might  have  been 
made  should  be  applied  by  courts  of  law  in  an  action  of  trespass  to 
recover  damages  for  the  unlawful  mining  of  coal  in  a  lower  stratum 
of  another's  luid,  ee|>ecially  where  the  plaintiff's  ignorance  as  to  what 
was  going  on  was  due  to  the  defendant's  conduct,  and  was  without  fault 
of  the  plaintiff.  But  the  statute  will  run  against  such  claim  from  the 
time  ^e  existeaace  of  the  claim  was  or  might  have  been  known  to 
him.* 

194.  Rights  Derived  by  Subrogation. — ^Where  there  is  merely  the 
right  of  subrogation  to  an  interest  in  property,  not  incident  to  any 
legal  right)  it  has  been  declared  that  the  statute  commences  to  run 
upon  the  cause  of  action  at  the  time  it  accrues  to  the  person  from 
whom  it  was  derived  by  subrogation,  and  the  devolution  of  such  cause 
of  action  does  not  interrupt  the  running  of  the  period  *  Thus  a 
stockholder  who  has  paid  off  a  debt  of  the  corporation  may  be  subro- 
gated to  all  the  rights  and  remedies  of  the  creditor  as  against  the 
other  stockholders;  but  his  action  will  be  barred  in  the  same  time  that 
it  would  have  been  had  the  creditor  sued  the  stockholders  on  their 
individual  liability  for  that  debt*  And  if  a  wife  pays  a  mortgage  on 
the  homestead,  which  her  husband  has  assumed,  to  prevent  a  fore- 
closure, without  intending  to  relinquish  her  right  to  repayment,  and 
the  statute  of  limitations  has  already  commenced  to  run  against  the 
mOTl^gee's  right  to  foreclose,  it  is  not  suspended  as  to  her  right  of 
subrogation,  and  that  right  is  barred  when  the  mortgagee's  right  to 
foredoee  is  barred.* 

Beyond  the  Seat 

195.  English  Statate8.~The  act  of  21  James  I  seems  to  have  first 
onployed  tiie  term  "beyond  seas,"'  and  it  is  from  this  act  that 

• 

1.  Note :  65  A.  S.  B.  518.  See  infia,  4.  Charmley  v.  Charml^,  125  Wis. 
par.  213  et  seq.,  as  to  fraud.  297, 103  N.  W.  1106, 1-10  A.  8.  E.  827. 

2.  Lewey  v.  H.  C.  Pricke  Coke  Co.,  See  also  Subbogatiok. 

166  Pa.  St.  536,  31  Atl.  261,  45  A.  S.     5.  Note:  96  A.  S.  R.  976. 

B.  684  and  note,  28  L.R.A.  283.  6.  Charmley  v.  Charmley,  125  Wis. 

3.  Lewey  v.  H.  C.  Frieke  Coke  Co.,  297, 103  N.  W.  1106, 110  A.  S.  R.  827. 
166  Pa.  St.  536,  31  Atl.  261,  45  A.  S.     7.  See  supra,  par.  2. 

E.  684  and  note,  28  L.R.A.  283. 
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subsequent  limitation  l&ws  ^parenUy  borrowed  the  expression.*  Aa 
used  in  the  act  of  James  I,  it  seems  to  have  ^plied  only  to  those  in 
whose  favor  a  cause  of  action  accrued  and  nothing  was  said  as  to  cases 
where  the  defendant  was  beyond  seas.  This  defect  was  remedied  by 
the  statute  of  4  &  5  Anne,  ch.  16,  §  19,  so  as  to  include  defend- 
ants, and  under  this  act  it  was  held  that  where  the  plaintiff  and 
defendant  resided  beyond  the  seas  at  tiie  time  the  indebtedness  was 
incurred,  and  the  cause  of  action  accrued,  the  plaintiff  could  maintain 
his  action  within  the  time  limited  after  the  defendant  came  to  Eng- 
land.* In  order  to  avoid  any  question  as  to  the  construction  of  this 
term  it  was  further  provided  by  3  &  4  Wm.  IV,  c.  42,  §  7,  that  no 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  nor  any 
of  the  islands  adjacent  should  be  deemed  to  be  beyond  seas.^** 

196.  Constmction  of  Phrase  in  l^ted  States.— In  the  United  States 
it  has  gwerally  been  held  that  these  words  ought  not  to  be  interpreted 
according  to  their  literal  meaning  but  ought  to  be  construed  as 
equivalent  to  the  words  "without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state,"  and, 
although  th«re  has  been  some  difference  of  opinion  in  the  United 
States,  a  few  cases  holding  that  "beyond  the  seas"  means  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  national  government,**  it  has  been  settled  by  the  pre- 
ponderance of  authority  that  "beyond  the  seas"  means  "out  of  the 
state,"  beyond  the  limits  of  a  state,  and  not  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
national  government.'*  In  this  connection  it  has  been  said  thttt  there 

8.  Alexandria  Bank  v.  Dyer,  14  Pet.  Smith  v.  Mitchell,  Rice's  L.  (S.  C.) 
141, 10  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  391;  Richardflon  316,  33  Am.  Dec.  119  and  note  (hold- 
V.  Richardson,  6  Ohio  125,  25  Am.  Dec  ing  that  the  limitation  act  of  1712  was 
745  and  note.  to  be  construed  conjunctively  with  stat- 

9.  Tynan  v.  Walker,  35  Cal.  634,  95  ute  4  Anne,  e.  16,  providing  that  lim- 
Am.  Dec.  152 ;  Mason  t.  Union  Mills  itationa  upon  a  right  of  action  shall  re- 
Paper  Mfg.  Co.,  81  Md.  446,  32  AtL  main  ii^abeyance,  where  the  defendant 
311,  48  A.  S.  B.  624  and  note,  29  is  beyond  the  seas  when  the  right  ac- 
L.R.A.  273.  ernes,  though  the  act  itself  was  silent 

Notes:  13  Am.  Dec.  368;  36  Am.  in  that  respect). 
Dec.  72;  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  467.  13.  Fau  v.  Roberdeaa,  3  Cranch 

10.  Note:  36  Am.  Dec  72.  174,  2  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  402;  Murray  v.  . 

11.  Alexandria  Bank  v.  Dver,  14  Baker,  3  Wheat.  541,  4  U.  S.  {L.  ed.) 
Pet.  141,  10  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  391.  See  454;  Shelby  v.  Ghiy,  11  Wheat.  361,  6 
also  Shelby  v.  Guy,  11  Wheat.  361,  6  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  495;  Alexandria  Bank  v. 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  495.  Dyer,  14  Pet.  141,  10  D.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

12.  Davie  v.  Briggs,  97  U.  S.  628,  391 ;  Field  v.  Dickinson,  3  Ark.  409,  36 
24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1086;  Mason  v.  John-  Am.  Dec.  458  and  note;  Stephenson  v. 
son,  24  111.  169, "^6  Am.  Dec.  740  and  Doe,  8  Blaekf.  (Ind.)  508,  46  Am.  Dec. 
note.  See  also  Whitney  t.  Qoddard,  489  and  note;  Pancoast  v.  Addison,  1 
20  Pick.  (Mass.)  304,  32  Am.  Dec.  216  Har.  &  J.  (Md.)  350,  2  Am.  Dec.  520; 
(holding  that  the  term  person  "be-  Mason  v.  Union  Mills  Paper  Mfg.  Co.. 
yond  sea,  without  any  of  the  United  81  Md.  446,  32  Atl.  311,  48  A.  S.  R' 
States"  did  not  include  a  citizen  of  an-  524  and^  note,  29  L.R.A.  273;  Riehard- 
oUier  state,  who  has  never  been  in  the  son  t.  Kichardson,  6  Ohio  125,  25  Am. 
state  where  the  law  so  provided) :  Dec.  745  and  note;  Forbes  t.  Foot^  2 
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is  in  reality  no  conflict  among  the  decisioiu  and  that  th^  all  tend 
to  ascertain  whetiiw  or  not  in  the  particular  case  the  party  coaM  be 
reached  by  the  process  of  the  court.  If  he  can  be  reached  by  proce^, 
it  is  immaterial  whether  he  is  resident  or  not,  for  in  either  case  he 
will  be  protected  by  the  statute  unless  bis  creditor  sues  him  within 
the  time  limited — and  this  without  regard  to  whether  the  creditor 
be  present  or  absent  from  the  state.  And,  on  tiie  other  hand,  if  the 
debtor  cannot  be  reached  by  process,  he  is  "beyond  the  seas,"  or 
''absrat  out  of  the  state."  ^*  But  it  has  been  decided  by  the  United 
States  supreme  court  that  it  vill  construe,  the  term  "beyond  the  seas," 
in  a  state  statute  of  limitations,  according  to  the  decisions  of  the  par- 
ticular state  courts  and  that  where  they  construe  it  to  mean  without 
the  United  States  that  construction  will  be  followed.^* 


197.  In  General. — A  very  frequent  exception  to  the  statute  of  limi- 
tations is  one  in  substance  to  the  effect  that  the  absence  of  a  party 
from  the  state  will  stop  the  running  of  the  statute  as  to  causes  of 
action  against  him.^*  Exceptions  in  this  respect  vary  greatly  in 
their  wording  in  the  different  statutes,  and  decisions  relating  thereto 
must  be  considered  with  a  regard,  in  many  cases,  to  the  p^ticular 
phraseology  employed  in  creating  them.  Having  in  view  the  general 
rule  that  the  court  will  not  read  exceptions  into  the  statute,*'  it  is 
generally  held  in  courts  which  do  not  follow  the  civil  law  that  the 
absence  of  a  party,  plaintiff  or.  defendant,  from  the  state  will  not 
prevent  the  running  of  the  statute  of  limitations;  unless  such  absence 
is  specified  as  eui^  exception  in  the  act  itself.'*  But  where  it  ia  thus 
made  an  exception  and  the  evidence,  though  not  of  a  positive  char- 
acter, shows  an  absence  from  the  state  of  a  sufficient  period  to  remove 
the  bar  of  the  statute,  the  jury  is  warranted  in  finding  that  it  is 

MeCord  L.  (S.  C.)  331,  13  Am.  Dec.  v.  Cole,  32  N.  H.  452,  64  Am.  Dec.  378 
732  and  note;  Burrows  v.  French,  34  and  note;  Bean  v.  Townele,  94  N.  Y. 
S.  C.  165,  13  S.  E.  355,  27  A.  S.  R.  381,  46  Am.  Rep.  153;  Latimer  v. 


14.  Mason  v.   Union   Mills  Paper  Crawford,  88  Tex.  368,  30  S.  W.  546, 

Mfg.  Co.,  81  Md.  446,  32  Atl.  311,  48  31  S.  W.  614,  53  A.  S.  R.  763  and  note. 

A.  S.  R.  524  and  note,  29  L.R.A.  273.  Notes:  36  Am.  Dec.  72;  1  A.  S.  R. 

16.  Davie  v.  Briggs,  97  U.  S.  628,  24  789;  61  A.  S.  R.  264. 

U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1086.  17.  See  snpra,  par.  18i-191,  as  to 

16.  Stone  v.  Hammell,  83  Cal.  547,  exceptions. 

23  Pac.  703,  17  A.  S.  R.  272,  8  L.R.A.  18.  Stone  v.  Hammell,  83  Cal.  547, 

425;  Hendricks  v.  Brooks,  80  Kan,  1,  23  Pac.  703, 17  A.  S.  R.  272,  8  L.R.A. 

101  Pac.  622,  133  A.  S.  R.  186;  Mor-  425. 

gan  V.  Robinson,  12  Mart.  0.  S.  (La.)  Notes:  13  Am.  Dec.  368;  36  Am. 

76,  13  Am.  Dec.  366  and  note;  Ward  Dec.  74. 


Absence  from  State 


811. 


Note:  36  Am.  Dec.  72. 


Trowbridge,  52  S.  C.  193,  29  S.  E.  634, 
68  A.  S.  R.  893  and  note;  Huff  v. 
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thua  removed  where  no  evidence  ia  introduced  by  the  defendant  as 
to  the  period  of  his  absence.^*  In  construing  an  exception  of  this 
character  it  haa  been  held  that  a  mere  temporary  absence  of  the  defend- 
ant from  the  state  when  the  right  of  action  accrued,  as  for  a  day  or 
week,  constitutes  such  an  absence  as  prevents  the  statute  from  attach- 
ing in  his  favor,  unless  tiie  circumstances  existing  during  the  period 
of  such  temporary  absence  were  such  that  the  service  of  legal  process 
against  him  could  have  been  made  so  that  the  plainti£F  could  obtain 
a  judgment  against  him  personally.*'  And  a  statute  of  limitations, 
providing  that  the  temporary  absence  of  the  defendant  from  the  state 
shall  not  be  accounted  or  taken  as  a  part  of  the  time  limited,  applies 
to  all  suits  alike,  including  actions  for  the  recovery  of  real  estate, 
and,  therefore,  applies  to  an  action  of  trespass  to  try  title,  but  does 
not  apply  to  persons  who  were  nonresidente  of  the  state  at  the  time 
the  cause  of  action  accrued.^  But  a  statutory  provision  that,  in  case 
of  absence  from  the  state,  the  statute  of  limitations  shall  not  begin  to 
lun  until  rotum,  does  not  operate  to  preserve  a  right  of  action  against 
the  debtor  in  anoUiOT  state,  where  he  may  be  found.*  In  some  states 
the  fact  as  to  whether  legal  service  can  he  made  on  the  defendant  or 
not  is  made  the  criterion  in  determining  whether  absence  will  pre- 
vent the  running  of  the  statute.  In  these  states  the  rule  is  that  if  a 
debtor,  though  personally  absent  from  the  state,  so  maintains  hia 
residence  within  it  that  process  may  be  served  upon  him,  he  ia  not- 
absent  in  the  meaning  of  the  statute.' 

198.  Word  **Residence^  Construed. — ^The  cases  are  not  entirely 
agreed  as  to  what  constitutes  residence  out  of  the  state  within  the 
meaning  of  the  statiite.*  Although  it  has  been  said  that  the  word 
"residence,"  in  legal  phraseology,  is  synonymous  with  habitancy  or 
domicil,*  yet  in  other  cases  it  has  been  held  that  the  word  imports 
actual  residence  and  not  legal  domicil,'  and  that  domicil  remains, 
notwithstanding  absences  for  special  purposes  and  for  definite  periods, 
so  long  as  there  is  an  intention  to  return.^  But,  in  either  event,  a 
mere  transient  visit  of  a  person  for  a  time  at  a  place  does  not  make 
him  a  resident  while  there,  something  more  being  necessary  to  entitle 
him  to  that  character.    There  must  be  a  settled,  fixed  abode,  an 

19.  Kennedy  v.  Shea,  110  fifass.  147,  5.  Langdon  t.  Dowd,  6  Allen 
14  Am.  Rep.  684.  (Mass.)  423,  83  Am.  Dec.  641  and  note. 

20.  Note:  33  TT.  S.  (L.  ed.)  173.         Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916C  790. 

1.  Huff  T,  Crawford,  88  Tex.  368,  6.  Fidelity,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Sheahan,  37 
30  S.  W.  546,  31  S.  W.  614,  63  A.  S.  Okla.  702,  133  Pac.  228,  47  LJI.A. 
R.  763  and  note.  (N.S.)  309  and  note. 

2.  Ramsden  r.  Knowlea,  161  Fed.  Note :  Ann.  Cas.  1916G  790. 

721,  81  0.  C.  A  105, 10  L.R.A(N.S.)  7.  Bucknam  v.  Thompson,  38  He. 

£97  and  note.  171,  61  Am.  Dec.  237  and  note.  See 

3.  Note:  36  Am.  Dee.  75,  infra,  par.  202,  as  to  ooeaaional  ab- 

4.  Note:  17  L.R.A.  225.  sencea  from  state. 
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intention  to  remain  permanently,  at  least  for  a  time,  for  business  or 
other  purposes,  to  constitute  a  residence  within  the  legal  meaning  of 
that  term.^  So  it  is  decided  that  the  term  "reside  without  the  state," 
in  a  statutory  provision  that  limitation  shall  not  run  in  favor  of  any- 
one during  the  time  he  shall  be  absent  from  and  reside  without  the 
state,  means  only  an  established  residence  or  home  without  the  state.* 
It  is  not,  however,  necessary,  under  such  a  provision,  that  there  should 
be  an  actual  change  of  the  party's  domicil  in  the  strict  le|^  sense 
of  that  word— that  is,  an  abandonment  of  his  domicil  in  one  state 
and  the  acquisition  of  a  domicil  elsewhere — to  bring  him  within  the 
meaning  of  the  statute.^^  And  it  has  been  said  that  a  person  may 
be  a  resident  of  one  state  and  have  his  domicil  in  another  or  that 
he  may  have  two  or  more  places  of  residence  but  only  one  domicil, 
residence  being  an  act  while  domicil  is  an  act  coupled  with  an  intent.'^ 
The  object  of  such  an  exception  is  to  give  a  claimant  the  full  benefit 
of  the  time  allowed  him  in  which  to  bring  his  action.  Therefcnre  a 
creditor's  rights  cannot  be  abridged  or  destroyed  by  the  simple  an- 
nouncement by  an  absent  debtor,  conscientious  or  otherwise,  that  it 
was  always  his  intention  to  maintain  a  residence  in  a  certain  place. 
The  intention  must  be  gathered  from  actions  and  circumstances  rather 
than  by  an  announcement  which  is  inconsistent  with  a  conclusion 
based  upon  a  reasonable  interpretation  of  the  facts.'*  In  this  connec- 
tion it  may  be  also  observed  that  in  some  cases  the  ability  to  ser\'e 
process  seems  to  have  been  controlled  upon  the  question  of  residence.^' 
199.  "Absent  from"  or  "Out  of  State"  Includes  Nonresident 
Debtor. — According  to  the  generally  accepted  doctrine,  if  the  statute 
provides- that  the  period  of  limitation  shall  not  run  in  favor  of  a  debtor 
who  is  absent  from  or  out  of  the  state,  the  saying  clause  extends  to 
foreigners,  or  those  who  have  never  resided  in  the  state,  as  well  as 
to  citizens  who  may  be  temporarily  absent"  Whether  the  defendant 

8.  Barney  v.  Oelrichs,  138  U.  S.  529,  Okla.  702,  133  Pac.  228,  47  L.R.A. 
11  S.  Ct.  414,  34  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1037;   (N.S.)  309  and  note. 

Fidelity,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Sheahan,  37  Okla.  11.  Fidelity,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Sheahan,  37 

702,  133  Pac.  228,  47  L.B.A.(N.S.)  Okla.  702,  133  Pac.  228,  47  L.R.A. 

300  and  note.  (N.S.)  309  and  note. 

Note :  17  L.R.A.  225.  12.  Dignam  v.  Shaft,  51  Wash.  412, 

9.  Barney  v.  Oelrichs,  138  U.  S.  529,  98  Pac  U13,  22  I*R.A.(N.S.)  996  and 
11  S.  Ct.  414,  34  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1037;  note. 

BaekDam  v.  Thompson,  38  Me.  171,  13.  Garth  v.  Hobards,  20  Mo.  523, 

61  Am.  Dec.  237  and  note;  Kerwin  v.  64  Am.  Dec.  203. 

Sabin,  50  Minn.  320,  62  N.  W.  642,  36  Note:  17  L.R.A.  225. 

A.  S.  R.  645  and  note,  17  L.R.A.  225;  14.  West  v.  Theis,  15  Idaho  167,  96 

Fidelity,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Sheahan,  37  Okla.  Pac.  932, 128  A.  S.  R.  5S  and  note,  17 

702, 133  Pac.  228,47L.R.A.(N.S.)  309  L.R.A.(N.S.)  472;  MeNamara  v.  Mc- 

and  note.  AUister,  150  la.  243,  130  N.  W.  26, 

Notes:  64  Am.  Dec.  205;  9  A.  S.  R.  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  463  and  note,  34 

675.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  436;  Brown  v.  Nourse, 

10.  Fidelity,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Sheahan,  37  55  Me.  230,  92  Am.  Dec  583  and  note; 
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be  a  resident  of  the  state,  and  only  absent  for  a  time,  or  whetiier  he 
resides  altogether  out  of  the  state,  is  immaterial.  He  is  equally  within 
the  proviso.  If  the  cause  of  action  arose  out  of  the  state,  it  is  sufficient 
to  save  the  statute  from  running  in  favor  of  the  party  to  be  charged 
until  he  comes  within  its  jurisdiction.  This  has  been  the  uniform 
construction  of  the  English  statutes,  which  also  speak  of  the  return 
from  beyond  seas  of  the  party  so  al^nt.^*  So,  unless  the  statute 
otherwise  provides  although  a  nonresident  debtor  has  property  within 
the  state,  the  operation  of  the  statute  is  suspended  while  he  is  absent 
from  the  state.'*  And  it  has  been  decided  that  a  nonresident  whose 
obligation  is  sought  to  be  enforced  by  another  nonresident  through 
garnishment  of  funds  in  the  hands  of  a  resident  is  within  the  pro- 
visions of  a  statute  that  any  person  liable  to  an  action  who  is  absent 
from  the  state  when  it  accrues  shall  have  no  benefit  of  the  statute  of 
limitations  while  the  absence  continues."  But  it  has  been  held  that 
the  rule  suspending  the  statute  of  limitations  during  absence  from 
the  state  does  not  apply  to  a  case  where  relief  can  be  given  without 
personal  service  of  process,  such  as  an  action  to  set  aside  a  conveyance 

Mason  v.  Union  Mills  Paper  Mfg.  Co.,  Compare  Wheeler  v.  Wheeler,  134 
81  Md.  446,  32  Atl.  311,  48  A.  S.  R.  111.  522,  25  N.  E.  588,  10  L.R.A.  613 
524  and  note,  29  L.R.A.  273;  Way  v.  (holding  that  the  saving  clause  in  fa- 
Sperry,  6  Cusb.  (Mass.)  238,  52  Am.  vor  of  persons  absent  from  the  state  in 
Dec.  779  and  note ;  Bulger  v.  Roche,  11  the  statute  providii^  that  suits  to  con- 
Pick.  (Mass.)  36,  22  Am.  Dec.  359  and  test  the  probate  of  wills  must  be 
note;  McCann  v,  Randall,  147  Mass.  81,  brought  within  three  years  applite 
17  N.  E.  75,  9  A.  S.  R.  666  and  note;  only  to  those  who  are  subject  to  the 
Casey  v.  American  Bridge  Co.,  116  jurisdiction  of  the  state  and  have 
Minn.  461,  134  N.  W.  IJll,  38  L.RA.  departed  from  that  jurisdiction  for 
(N.S.)  521  and  note;  Nolin  v.  Black-  temporary  purposes,  and  does  not  ap- 
well,  31  N.  J.  L.  170,  86  Am.  Dec.  206;  ply  to  citizens  of  other  states  or  for- 
Ruggles  V.  Keeler,  3  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  eign  coantries) ;  Scottish  American 
263,  3  Am.  Dec.  482,  overruled  on  an-  Mortg.  Co.  v.  Butler,  99  Miss.  56,  54 
other  point  by  Raj-mond  v.  Wheeler,  So.  66,  Aim.  Cas.  1913C  1236. 
9  Cow.  (N.  Y.)  295;  Olcott  v.  Tioga  15.  Mason  v.  Union  Mills  Paper 
R.  Co.,  20  N.  Y.  210,  75  Am.  Dee.  393;  Mfg.  Co.,  81  Md.  446,  32  Atl.  311,  48 
Bennett  v.  Cook,  43  N.  Y.  537,  3  Am.  A.  S.  R.  524  and  note,  29  Ii.B.A.  273; 
Rep.  727;  Grist  v.  WUliams,  111  N.  C.  Ruggles  v.  Keeler,  3  Johns.  (N.  Y.) 
53,  15  S.  E.  889,  32  A.  S.  R.  782  and  263,  3  Am.  Dec.  482,  overruled  on  an- 
note;  Stanley  v.  Stanley,  47  Ohio  St.  other  point  by  Raymond  v.  Wheeler, 
225,  24  N.  E.  493,  21  A.  S.  E.  806,  9  Cow.  (N.  Y.)  295.  See  supra,  par. 
8  L.R.A.  333  and  note;  Jamieson  v.  195-196,  as  to  beyond  the  seas. 
Potts,  55  Ore.  292,  105  Pac  03,  25  16.  Ward  v.  Cole,  32  N.  H.  462,  64 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  24  and  note;  Smith  t.  Am.  Dee.  378  and  note;  Orist  v.  Wil- 
Mitchell,  Rice  L.  (S.  C.)  316,  33  Am.  liams,  111  N.  C.  53,  15  S.  E.  889,  32 
Dec.  119  and  note;  Brown  v.  Bick-  A.  S.  R.  782  and  note, 
well,  1  Pin.  (Wis.)  226,  39  Am.  Dec.  17.  Mason  v.  Union  Mills  Paper 
290.  Mfg.  Co.,  81  Md.  446,  48  A.  S.  R.  524, 

Notes;  36  Am.  Dec.  73;  5  Ann.  29  L.R.A.  273.  See  supra,  par.  49,  aa 
Cas.  547:  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  471.  to  law  of  the  forum  generally. 
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of  land  for  fiaad,  in  which  service  may  lie  made  by  publication,** 
In  some  jurisdictions  statutes  provide  that  the  time  during  which  a 
defendant  is  a  nonresident  of  the  state  shall  not  be  computed  in  the 
period  of  limitation.  Such  statutes  have  generally  been  held  to 
include  a  debtor  who  at  the  time  of  tibe  acmial  of  the  cause  of  action 
is  a  nonresident  and  have  not  been  confined  to  Uiose  who  have  been 
residents  of  the  state.**  But  a  statute  providing  that  only  absences 
of  one  year  or  more  from  &e  state  shall  toll  the  running  of  the  statute 
has  been  held  to  refer  to  an  absence  by  one  who  has  not  established 
a  residence  out  of  the  state.**  It  is  also  generally  held  in  this  con- 
nection that  the  doctrine  that  such  exceptions  are  applicable  to 
nonresidents  is  not  affected  by  the  fact  that  the  statute  provides  for 
the  bringing  of  the  action  within  a  certain  time  after  the  return  of 
the  debtor  to  the  state,'  it  being  declared  that  the  word  applies  as 
well  to  persons  coming  from  abroad  as  to  citizens  from  a  state  going 
abroad  and  then  returning.*  This  is  also  in  line  with  the  construction 
of  the  word  "return,"  as  used  in  the  English  statute  in  speaking  of 
the  retur'n  from  beyond  the  seas  of  the  party  absent,  which  has  always 
been  construed  as  including  both  Englishmen  who  went  abroad  occa- 
sionally and  foreigners  residing  abroad.*  But  according  to  the  rule 
which  prevails  in  some  jurisdictions  in  construing  exceptions  re- 
lating to  debtors  "absent  from"  or  "out  of"  the  state  at  the  time 
the  cause  of  action  accrues  and  permitting  an  action  to  be  brought 
against  them  within  a  certain  time  after  their  return,  a  nonresident 
debtor  is  not  within  the  meaning  of  the  exertion.*  And  it  has  also 
been  held  where  a  cause  of  action  arose  out  of  a  state,  and  both 
parties  were  nonresidents  when  it  accrued,  and  continued  to  reside 
out  of  the  state  for  the  period  of  limitation,  that  it  was  not  within 
an  exception  as  to  absence  from  the  state.** 

18.  Boro  V.  Eidell,  122  Tenn.  80,  A.  S.  R.  811  and  note. 

120  S.  W.  961,  135  A.  S.  R.  857  and  Notes:  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  552;  Ann. 
note.  Cas.  1912D  473. 

19.  McNamara  v.  McAllister,  160     2.  Note:  23  L.RJk..(N.S.)  562. 

la.  243,  130  N.  W.  26,  Ann.  Cas.  3.  Haggles  v.  Keeler,  3  Johns.  (N. 
1912D  463  and  note,  34  LJt.A.(N.S.)  T.)  263,  3  Am.  Dec  482,  oveiraled  on 
436  and  note.  another  point  by  Raymond  v.  Wheel- 

20.  Paine  v.  Dodds,  14  N.  D.  187,  er,  9  Cow.  (N.  T.)  295. 

103  N.  W.  931, 116  A.  S.  B.  674.  4.  Huff  v.  Crawford,  88  Tex.  368, 3D 

1.  West  V.  TheiB,  15  Idaho  167,  96  S.  W.  546,  31  S.  W.  614,  53  A.  S.  R. 
Pac.  932,  128  A.  S.  R.  58  and  note,  763;  Wikon  v.  Daggett,  88  Tex.  375, 
17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  472;  King  v.  Lane,  7  31  S.  W.  618,  63  A.  S.  R.  766  and 
Mo.  241,  37  Am.  Dec.  187  and  note;  note. 

Haggles  V.  Keeler,  3  Johns.  (N.  T.)      I^ote:  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  474. 

263,  3  Am,  Dec.  482,  overruled  on  an-     5.  Hale  v.  Lawrence,  21  N.  J.  L.  714, 

other  point  by  Raymond  t.  Wheeler,  47  Am.  Dec.  190. 

9  Cow.   (N.  Y.)   295;  Burrows  t.     Note:  13  Am.  Dee.  369. 

French,  34  S.  C.  165, 13  S.  E.  355,  27 
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200.  Constrnction  of '  Particalar  Ezceptions. — ^In  determining 
whether  an  absence  from  the  state  comes  within  a  saving  clause  in  the 
statute^  much  must,  of  course,  depend  upon  the  language  ^ployed.* 
Thus  where  the  statute  makes  an  exception  in  the  case  of  absent 
defendants  "who  shall  remove  out  of  the  jurisdictional  limits  of  the 
state"  it  does  not  extend  to  those  who  have  never  been  within  its 
limits.^  And  the  same  conclui^on  has  been  reached  where  the  saving 
clause  applies  to  a  debtor  "who  had  before  resided"  in  the  state  and 
departed  therefrom.*  And  under  a  statute  providing  in  substance 
tiiiat,  if  after  a  cause  of  action  shall  have  accrued  against  a  person  he 
shall  d<^Brt  from  and  remde  out  of  the  state  the  time  of  his  absence 
shall  not  be  deemed  a  part  of  the  time  limited  for  the  commencement 
of  an  action  against  him,  it  is  held  that  if  a  person  against  whom  a 
cause  of  action  has  accrued  departs  from  and  establishes  his  residence 
in  another  state,  the  statute  ceases  to  run  in  his  favor  from  the  date 
of  his  departure,*  whether  the  plaintiff  is  aware  of  such  removal  or 
not>*  Again,  under  the  wording  of  some  statutes,  the  departure 
from,  and  residence  out  of,  the  state  after  tiie  accruing  of  a  cause 
of  action  are  of  themselves  obstructions  to  the  prosecution  of  the 
right  of  action  suspending  the  operation  of  the  statute.^^  But  a  pro- 
vision  that  the  time  during  which  a  suit  shall  be  obstructed  by  a 
resident  of  the  state  removing  and  remaining  out  of  the  state  shall 
not  be  computed  as  part  of  the  time  within  which  the  suit  should 
be  brought  has  been  held  not  to  apply  where  the  removal  from  the 
state  occurred  before  the  contract  sued  upon  was  made,  and,  there- 
fore, before  any  cause  of  action  thereon  accrued.'* 

201.  Debtor  Absconding  and  Concealing  Himself. — In  some  cases 
provision  has  been  made  by  statute  by  which,  in  case  a  debtor  pre- 
vents the  commencement  of  an  action  by  fraudulently  absconding 
and  concealing  himself,  the  statute  will  be  suspended  during  that 
time."  But  though  a  debtor  may  abscond  and  conceal  himself  within 
the  state  from  his  creditors  it  has  been  held  that,  in  the  absence  of 
some  specific  exception  in  this  regard,  the  operation  of  the  statute  is 
not  suspoided  by  virtue  of  a  clause  creating  an  exception  as  to  a 

6.  See  supra,  par.  197,  as  to  absence  339,  37  S.  E.  678,  86  A.  S.  R.  39  and 
from  state  in  general.  note,  54  L.R.A.  215  and  note. 

7.  Notes:  13  Am.  Dee.  369;  Ann.  12.  Embrey  v.  Jemison,  131  U.  S. 
Cas.  1912D  470.  336,  9  S.  Ct.  776,  33  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  172 

8.  Dorr  v.  Bohr,  82  Va.  359,  3  A.  S.  and  note;  Fisher  v.  Hartley,  48  W.  Va. 
R.  106.  339,  37  S.  E.  578,  86  A.  S.  R.  39  and 

9.  Cook  V.  Holmes,  29  Mo.  61,  77  note,  54  L.R.A.  215  and  note. 

Am.  Dec.  548  and  note;  Paine  v.     IS.  Gaines  v.  Miller,  111  U.  S.  395, 

Dodds,  14  N.  D.  189,  103  N.  W.  931,  4  S.  Ct.  426,  28  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  466; 

116  A.  S,  R.  674.  Bruner  v.  Martin,  76  Kan.  862,  93 

10.  Cook  V.  Holmes,  29  Mo.  61,  77  Pac.  165,  123  A.  S.  R.  172,  U  Ann. 
Am.  Dec.  548  and  note.  Cas.  39, 14  L.B.A.(N.S.)  775. 

11.  Fisher  v.  Hartley,  48  W.  Va. 
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debtor  being  without  the  state  at  the  time  of  the  accrual  of  the  cause 
of  action  or  departing  from  and  residing  without  the  state  after  it 
has  accrued.  The  law  gives  a  creditor  a  specified  time  after  the  cailae 
of  action  has  accrued,  and  that  period  is  deemed  ample  to  enable  the 
creditor  to  find  his  debtor  and  to  put  the  machinery  of  the  law  in 
force  against  him.  It  would  lead  to  great  inconvenience  and  leave 
the  bench  and  bar  without  any  certain  rule  if  in  every  case  where 
a  debtor  has  resided  and  continuously  been  within  the  state  for  the 
statutory  period  after  a  cause  of  action  against  him  accrued,  and  the 
statute  of  limitations  is  interposed  as  a  bar  to  an  action  to  enforce  the 
aome,  it  could  be  a  matter  of  inquiry  and  litigation,  upon  disputed 
dvidence,  whether  the  debtor,  during  any  portion  of  the  time,  con- 
iiealed  himself,  fraudulently  or  otherwise,  and  whether  the  creditor 
used  due  diligence  to  find  him." 

202.  Occasional  Absences  from  State. — In  line  with  the  doctrine 
that  a  mere  transient  visit  of  a  person  for  a  time  at  a  place  does  not 
make  him  a  residrait  while  there,"  and  having  in  view  the  fact  that 
the  exceptions  in  the  statute  are  ordinarily  in  favor  of  one  who  either 
removes  from  the  state  and  becomes  a  resident  in  another  state,  or 
re^des  without  the  state  or  that  some  equivalent  expression  is  used, 
it  is  generally  held  that  where  a  defendant,  against  whom  a  cause  of 
action  accrues,  is  a  resident  within  the  state,  and  continues  to  reside 
therein,  his  occasional  and  temporary  absences,  however  long  con- 
tinued, if  not  of  such  a  character  as  to  change  his  domicil,  are  not 
to  be  deducted  in  computing  the  statutory  term  fixed  for  the  limitation 
of  an  action.'*  So,  in  construing  the  various  clauses  used  in  the 
exception,  it  has  been  held  that  when  one  has  an  established  residence 
within  the  state  he  can  only  "depart  from  and  reside  outside  the  state" 
by  changing  his  residence  and  taking  up  an  actual  residence  else- 
where, as  distinguished  from  a  temporary  sojourn,  and  the  fact  that 
he  departs  from  and  remains  out  of  the  state  for  some  considerable 
time  without  changing  his  permanent  place  of  residence  does  not 
interrupt  the  running  of  the  statute.  This  conclusion  has  been  reached 
in  the  case  of  a  person  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate  who  leaves 
his  home  in  the  occupancy  of  servants  during  sessions  of  Congress 
and  then  resides  with  his  family  in  rented  premises  at  the  national 
capital,  returning  to  and  occupying  his  permanent  home  during  con- 
gressional recesses,  without  intending  to  change  his  place  of  resi- 

14.  Engel  v.  Fischer,  102  N.  Y.  400,  Doad,  6  Allen  (Mass.)  423,  83  Am. 
7  N.  E.  30,  55  Am.  Rep.  818.  Dec.  641  and  note;  Kerwin  v.  Sabin, 

15.  See  supra,  par.  198,  as  to  con-  50  Minn.  320,  52  N.  W.  642,  36  A.  S. 
atruction  of  word  "residence."  R.  645  and  note,  17  L.R. A.  225 ;  Q&rth 

16.  Barney  v.  Oelrichs,  138  U.  8.  v.  Robards,  20  Mo.  623,  64  Am.  Dec 
529,  11  S.  Ct.  414,  34  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  203  -and  note. 

1037;  Sage  v.  Hawley,  16  Conn.  106,     Note:  64  Am.  Dee.  206. 
41  Am.  Dec.  12S  and  note;  Langdon  t. 
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dence.^'  And  it  has  also  been  held  that  a  debtor  is  not  "without  this 
state,"  within  the  meaning  of  a  statute  of  liiDaitations,  where,  being 
a  citizen  of,  domiciled,  and  resident  within  the  state,  with  his  family, 
he  temporarily,  for  business  purposes,  goes  to  another  Istate  and  remains 
there  for  several  months  at  a  time  on  different  separate  occasions.** 
But  where  a  statute  uses  the  words  if  "he  be  out  of  the  state,"  "until 
he  comes  into  the  state"  or  the  like,  the  word  "reside"  or  "residence" 
not  being  employed,  the  exception  has  been  construed  as  having  ref- 
erence to  the  personal  absence  of  the  debtor  from  the  state  and  to 
suspend  the  operation  of  the  statute,  notwitl^tanding  he  retains  a 
residence  in  the  state  at  which  process  upon  him  might  be  served.** 
In  case  the  statute  provides  that  the  temporary  absence  of  a  defendant 
from  the  state  shall  not  be  accounted  or  taken  as  a  part  of  the  time 
limited,  it  has  been  held  to  be  applicable  to  real  as  well  as  to  per- 
sonal actions.  But,  as  applied  to  a  real  action,  where  adverse  posses- 
sion of  land  has  been  taken  by  a  tenant,  it  has  been  decided  that 
the  exception  does  not  apply  to  those  who  were  not  residents  of  the 
state  when  the  possession  was  taken,  unless,  perhaps,  they  took  posses- 
sion in  person.^**  In  some  states,  successive  absences,  temporary  or 
otherwise,  may  be  added  together  and  their  aggregate  deducted  in 
computing  the  time  the  statute  has  run.* 

203.  Nature  of  Return. — return  for  the  purpose  of  residence, 
although  required  in  some  jurisdictions,  is  not  generally  regarded  as 
essential  in  order  that  the  statute  may  be  counted  in  the  defendant's 
favor.*  But  under  a  number  of  cases,  decided  under  earlier  statutory 
enactments  of  similar  charactOT,  it  was  clearly  settled  by  authority 
that  to  set  the  statute  running  in  the  case  of  an  absent  debtor  his 
return  to  the  state  must  be  "so  public,  and  under  such  circumstances, 
as  to  give  the  creditor  an  opportunity,  by  the  use  of  ordinary  diligence 
and  due  means,  of  arresting  the  debtor,"  •  and  in  general  a  return 
which  is  open  and  notorious  and  under  such  circumstances  as  will 
enable  the  creditor  by  the  exercise  of  reasonable  diligence  to  find  the 
debtor  and  to  serve  him  with  process  is  a  return  which  will  start  the 
limitation  running  in  favor  of  the  debtor.*  And  this  is  held  to  be  true 

17.  Kerwin  v.  Sabin,  50  Minn.  320,  31  S.  W.  618,  53  A.  S.  R.  766  and  note. 
52  N.  W.  642,  36  A,  S.  E.  646  and     1.  Note:  36  Am.  Deo.  74. 

note,  17  L.R.A.  225.  2.  Note:  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  551. 

18.  Sage  V.  Hawley,  16  Conn.  106,  3.  Weille  v.  Levy,  74  Miss.  34,  20 
41  Am.  Dee.  128  and  note.  So.  3,  60  A.  S.  R.  500  and  note;  Engel 

19.  Bauserman  v.  Blunt,  147  U.  S.  v.  Fischer,  102  N.  Y.  400,  7  N.  E.  300, 
647,  13  S.  Ct.  466,  37  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  55  Am.  Rep.  818;  Connecticut  Trust, 
316  and  note;  Williams  v.  Metropoli-  etc.,  Co.  v.  Wead,  172  N.  T.  497,  66 
tan  St.  R.  Co.,  68  Kan.  17,  74  Pac.  N.  E.  261,  92  A.  S.  R.  756. 

600,  104  A.  S.  R.  377,  1  Ann.  .Cas.      Note:  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  548. 

6,  64  L.R.A.  794.  4.  Notes:  36  Am.  Dec.  76;  14  Ann. 

20.  Wilson  V.  Daggett,  88  Tex.  375,  Cas.  942. 
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even  though  the  return  is  unknown  to  the  creditor  *  On  the  other 
hand,  the  rule  seems  to  have  been  adopted  in  several  jurisdictions  that 
a  secret,  clandestine,  or  fraudulently  contrived  visit  by  the  debtor  into 
the  state  of  the  creditor  is  not  a  return  within  the  meaning  of  the 
statutie  of  limitations,  and  does  not  start  the  statute  running.*  So  a 
debtor  who,  after  absence  from  the  state,  such  as  is  contemplated  by 
the  statute  of  limitations,  comes  into  the  state  with  the  design  of 
continuing  therein,  concealed  under  a  fictitious  name  to  avoid  pursuit 
by  his  creditors,  and  so  continues,  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  having  come 
into  the  state  within  the  meaning  of  .  the  statute  until  the  day  that 
he  is  discovered.'  And  it  has  also  been  decided  that  if  a  nonresident 
comes  to  the  state  for  a  temporary  purpose  only,  after  having  taken 
adverse  possession  of  land  by  a  tenant,  and  remains  &ere  but  a  short 
time  upon  business,  bis  visit  is  not  "a  return  to  the  state,"  within  the 
meaning  of  the  statute,  and  his  absence,  after  such  visit,  does  not  sus- 
pend the  running  of  the  statute  in  his  favor.*  The  question  whether 
-a  return  is  sufficient  to  bring  a  case  within  the  exception  is  held  to 
be  for  the  jury.' 

204.  Temporary  or  Occasional  Rettirns  to  State, — It  has  been  held 
in  a  number  of  cases  that  casual  temporary  visits  of  a  nonresident  to 
a  state  do  not  break  the  continuity  of  his  absence  so  as  to  entitle 
him  to  the  benefit  of  the  statute  of  limitations.*'  These  decisions 
proceed  upon  the  theory  that  a  creditor  is  not  obliged  to  follow  the 
debtor  into  another  state  nor  is  he  called  upon  to  watch  him  and 
ascertain  whether  he  comes  to  the  state  for  a  temporary  purpose,  so 
long  as  his  residence  is  elsewhere.**  So  it  has  been  held  that  a  debtor 
who  has  removed  from  the  state  and  who  occasionally  returns  and 
viats  it  as  a  traveling  salesman,  stopping  only  a  day  or  two  at  each 
place,  cannot  include  the  time  consumed  by  such  visits  in  the  time 
covered  by  his  plea  of  the  statute,  although,  in  making  each  of  such 
visits,  he  remains  within  the  state  continuously  for  several  months." 
But  it  has  been  decided  that  a  person  who  has  at  all  times  been  a 
nonresident  of  a  state,  but  who  was  temporarily  within  the  state  before 
taking  adverse  possession  of  land  by  a  tenant,  though  he  was  absent 

5.  Mazozon  v.  Foot,  1  Aikens  (Vt.)  N.  Y.  497,  65  N.  E.  261,  92  A.  S.  R. 
282,  15  Am.  Dec.  679.  756;  Dignam  v.  ShafE,  51  Wash.  412, 

6.  Stewart  v.  Stewart,  152  Cal.  162,  98  Pac.  1113,  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  996  and 
92  Pac.  87, 14  Ann.  Cas.  940  and  note.  note. 

Note:  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  551.  Notes:  30  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  173;  36 

7.  Note:  33  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  174.         Am.  Dec.  76;  77  Am.  Dec.  550;  14 

8.  Wilson  V.  Daggett.  88  Tex.  375,  Ann.  Cas.  942. 

31  S.  W.  618,  53  A.  S.  B.  766  and  11.  Connocticut  Trust,  etc,  Co.  v. 

note.  Wead,  172  N.  Y.  497,  65  N.  E.  261,  92 

9.  Note:  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  549.  A.  S.  R.  756. 

10.  Weille  v.  Levy,  74  Miss.  34,  20  12.  Weille  v.  Levy,  74  Miss.  34,  20 
So.  3,  60  A.  S.  R.  500  and  note;  Con-  So.  3,  60  A.  S.  R.  600  and  note, 
necticut  Trust,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Wead,  172 
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when  such  possession  was  taken,  and  has  ever  since  been  absent, 
ia  not  a  person  "without  the  limits  of  this  state,"  within  the  mean- 
ing of  a  statute  of  limitations  respecting  absent  defendants.^'  In 
other  jurisdictions  it  is  held  that  if  a  defendant  is  absent  from  the 
state  when  a  cause  of  action  accrues  against  him,  his  occasional  or 
frequent  visits  to  the  state  will  be  of  no  avail  to  him  under  a  plea 
of  the  statute  of  limitations,  however  open  and  notorious  his  visits 
may  have  been,  unless  he  has  been  in  the  state,  and  the  jurisdiction 
of  its  courts,  for  the  full  period  limited  by  the  statute,  either  con- 
tinuously or  in  the  aggregate,  and  that  whenever  he  departs  from 
the  state  after  having  come  into  it,  the  running  of  the  statute  is  sus- 
pended from  that  time  and  during  his  absence,  whether  the  cause 
of  action  first  accrued  while  he  was  in,  or  while,  he  was  absent  from, 
the  state.^*  So  it  has  been  held,  where  a  nonresident  does  business 
in  a  state  several  hours  each  day,  that  if  any  time  is  to  be  allowed 
to  him  under  the  statute,  it  must  amount,  in  the  aggregate,  in  order 
to  be  a  bar,  to  the  period  of  limitation  computed  on  the  actual  time 
so  spent  in  the  state. And  it  has  also  been  decided  that  in  order 
that,  after  a  debtor  has  moved  from  the  state,  the  statute  of  limitations 
may  run  in  his  behalf  during  a  temporary  return,  it  ia  not  necessary 
that  such  visit  shall  .be  made  under  such  circumstances  as  to  give 
the  creditor  an  opportunity,  in  the  exercise  of  reasonable  diligence, 
to  make  service  of  summons  upon  him,  he  being  entitled  to  credit 
for  all  the  time  spent  in  the  state  unless  he  conceals  himself.**  In 
such  a  case  the  view  has  been  taken  that  a  holding  that  the  statute 
shall  not  run  in  favor  of  a  debtor  coming  into  the  state  unless  his 
entry  is  made  under  such  circumstances  as  to  give  his  creditor  an 
opportunity,  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  diligence,  to  obtain  service 
upon  him,  would  be  to  ingraft  a  new  exception  upon  the  statuTs." 

205.  Running  of  Period  after  Return. — Under  some  statutes  if  a 
person  be  out  of  the  state  when  a  cause  of  action  accrues  to  him, 
the  limitation  does  not  begin  to  run  until  he  comes  into  the  state,** 
at  which  time  it  immediately  attaches.**   And,  generally,  a  disabil- 

13.  Wilson  V.  Da^ett,  88  Tex.  375.  note. 
31  S.  W.  618,  53  A.  S.  R.  766  and     17.  Stewart  v.  Stewart,  152  Cal.  162, 


14.  McKee  v.  Dodd,  152  Cal.  637,  note. 
93  Pac.  854, 125  A.  S.  R.  82, 14  L.R.A.  18.  McKee  v.  Dodd,  152  Cal.  637,  93 
(N.S.)  780;  Stanley  v.  Stanley,  47  Pac.  854,  125  A.  S.  R.  82,  14  L.R.A. 
Ohio  St.  225,  24  N.  E.  493,  21  A.  S.  (N.S.)  780;  Graves  v.  Graves,  2  Bibb 
R.  806  and  note,  8  L.R.A.  333  and  (Ky.)  207,  4  Am.  Dec.  697;  Stanley  v. 
note.  Stanley,  47  Ohio  St.  225,  24  N.  E.  493, 

Note:23L.R.A.(N.S.)  552.  21  A.  S.  R.  806  and  note,  8  L.R.A. 

15.  Bennett  v.  Cook,  43  N.  T.  537,  333. 

3  Am.  Rep.  727.  19.  Fan  v.  Roberdeau.  3  Cranch 

16.  Baxter  v.  Krause,  79  Kan.  851,  174,  2  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  402;  Robertson  v. 
101  Pac.  467,  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  547  and  Smith,  Litt.  Sel.  Gas.  (Ey.)  296,  12 
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ity  is  removed  within  the  purview  of  the  statute  when  it  no  longer 
exists  and  that  of  absence  from  ^e  state  ends  when  the  personal 
presence  of  the  person  whom  it  affects  begins  therein.**  And  it  has 
been  held  under  statutes,  which  did  not  contain  a  clause  as  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  time  a  defendant  who  departed  after  the  cause  of 
action  accrued  waa  absent  from  the  state,  that  the  statute  attached 
and  continued  to  run  from  the  date  of  the  firat  return.^  But  under 
statutes  providing  in  suletance  that,  if  tiie  debtor  is  out  of  the  state 
when  the  cause  of  action  accrues,  the  period  limited  for  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action  shall  not  begin  to  run  until  he  comes  into 
ttie  state,  and  if,  after  the  cause  of  action  accrues,  he  departs  from 
the  state,  the  time  ,  of  his  absence  shall  not  be  computed  as  any  part 
of  the  period  within  which  the  action  must  be  brought,  it  is  generally 
held  that  the  time  of  the  debtor's  temporary  presence  in  the  state  must 
aggregate  the  statutory  period  to  constitute  a  bar,  since  the  running  of 
the  statute  ceases  as  soon  as  the  defendant  departs  from  the  state.* 

206.  Judgment  Debtors. — The  question  as  to  the  ©flFect  which  the 
absence  of  a  judgment  debtor  from  the  state  has  upon  the  running 
of  the  period  of  limitation  against  the  judgment  is  one  dependent 
on  the  statutes  in  force  in  the  particular  jurisdiction.  Under  those 
in  force  in  many  of  the  states  the  time  during  which  he  is  absent 
from  the  state  is  not  included  in  computing  the  period.'  The  courts 
of  some  jurisdictions,  however,  take  the  view  that  the  absence  of 
the  judgment  debtor  from  the  state  does  not  affect  the  running  of 
the  statute  against  an  action  on  a  judgment,*  while  in  other  states 
the  date  of  the  judgment  is  made  the  crucial  point  as  to  residence, 
and  to  escape  the  operation  of  the  statute  the  debtor  must  have  resided 
in  the  state  at  that  time.^  But  it  has  been  held  that  a  statute  eliminat- 
ing the  time  that  a  defendant  is  out  of  the  state  in  computing  the  . 
statutory  period  of  limitation  has  no  application  in  an  action  upon 
a  foreign  judgment,  where  the  defendant  was  a  nonresident  of  the 
state  at  the  time  the  action  accrued,  and  that  where  ~a  cause  of  action 

Am.  Dee.  304.  Bennett  v.  Cook,  43  N.  Y.  537,  3  Am. 

Note:  S  Ann.  Cas.  546.  Rep.  727. 

80.  PoweU  V.  Eoehler,  62  Ohio  St  Note:  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  S52. 

103,  30  N.  £.  195,  49  A.  S.  R.  705,  26  3.  Union  Nat  Bank  v.  Ryan,  23  N. 

Ii.R.A.  480  and  note.  D.  482,  137  N.  W.  449,  Ann.  Cas. 

1.  Powell  V.  Eoehler,  52  Ohio  St  1914D  741  and  note;  Latimer  v.  Trow< 
103,  39  N.  E.  195,  49  A.  S.  A.  70S,  26  bridge,  52  S.  C.  193,  29  S.  E.  634,  68 
L.R.A.  480  and  note.  A.  S.  R.  893  and  note;  Lamon  t.  Oold, 

Note:  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  552.  72  W.  Va.  618,  79  S.  E.  728,  51  . 

2.  McEee  v.  Dodd,  152  Cal.  637,  93  LJl.A.(N.S.)  883  and  note. 
Fac.  854,  125  A.  S.  R.  82,  14  hJLA.     4.  Note:  Ann.  Gas.  1914D  743. 
(N.S.)  780;  Stanley  v.  Stanley,  47     5.  Fisher  v.  Hartley,  48  W.  Va.  339, 
Ohio  St.  225,  24  N.  E.  493,  21  A.  S.  R.  37  S.  E.  578,  86  A.  S.  R.  39  and  note, 
806  and  note,  8  L.R.A.  333  and  note;  54  L.R.A.  215  and  note. 
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upon  a  foreign  judgment  accrues  against  a  nonresident,  who  subse- 
quently becomes  a  resident,  a  state  statute  of  limitations  commences 
to  run  against  such  cause  of  action  from  the  time  it  accrued  in  the 
other  state,  and  operates  as  a  bar  even  though  the  judgment  is  still 
in  full  force  in  the  state  where  it  was  rendered.*  And  it  has  been 
held  in  this  connection  that  a  mere  change  of  name  without  fraudu- 
lent  intent,  after  one  against  whom  a  judgment  has  been  entered  in 
one  state  takes  up  his  r^idence  in  another  state,  will  not  prevent  the 
statute  of  limitations  running  in  his  favor  in  the  latter  state.^ 

207.  Mortgagors. — Ah  action  to  foreclose  a  mortgage  of  real  prop- 
erty is  not  one  in  rem,  but  is  in  personam  against  those  interested  in 
the  mortgaged  property  adversely  to  the  mortgage,  and  the  absence 
from  the  state  of  the  person  against  whom  the  cause  of  action  accrues 
tolls  the  statute  of  limitations  aa  to  him  during  his  absence.^  So 
the  statute  does  not  run  against  a  mortgagor  having  the  legal  title, 
during  his  absence  from  the  state,  so  as  to  enable  a  holder  of  unse- 
cured notes  against  him  older  than  the  mortgage  notes  to  acquire, 
by  attachment,  a  superior  lien  upon  the  mortgaged  property,  provided 
the  mortgagee  promptly  intervenes  in  the  attachment  proceeding  and 
proceeds  to  foreclose  his  mortgage.*  But  the  absence  of  the  mortgagor 
from  the  state  after  he  has  parted  with  the  title  to  the  mortgaged 
property  does  not  prevent  the  period  of  limitations  from  running  in 
favor  of  his  grantee."  In  such  a  case  it  is  said  that  there  is  no 
difference  in  principle  between  a  suspension  of  the  statute  by  express 
waiver  and  that  caused  by  the  mortgagor's  voluntary  act  in  absenting 
himself  from  the  state;  and  that  in  either  case,  it  is  the  sole  act  of 
the  mortgagor,  performed  at  a  time  when  he  had  lost  his  rightful 
control  over  the  property  and  when  oth^  interests  have  intervened 
which  ought  not  to  be  dependent  for  their  protection  upon  the  conduct 
of  the  mortgagor.^^  Where,  however,  a  subsequent  grantee  does  not 
* 

6.  Van  Santvoord  v.  Roethler,  35  Pac.  268,  90  A.  S.  R.  766  and  note. 
Ore.  250,  57  Pac.  628,  76  A.  S.  R.  472  See  infra,  par.  314,  as  to  effect  of  bar 
and  note.  in  case  of  mortgages. 

7.  St.  Paul  Title,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Steus-  9.  Perkins  v.  Bailey,  38  Wash.  46, 
gaard,  162  Cal.  178,  121  Pac  731,  39  80  Pac.  177,  107  A.  S.  R.  831  and  note. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  741  and  note.  10.  Colonial,   etc.,   Mortg.   Co.  v. 

8.  Jenks  v.  Shaw,  99  la.  604,  68  N.  Northwestern  Thresher  Co.,  14  N.  D. 
W.  900,  61  A.  S.  R.  256  and  note;  147,  103  N.  W.  915,  116  A.  S.  R.  642 
Colonial,  etc.,  Mortg.  Co.  v.  Northwest  and  note,  8  Ann.  Cas.  1160  and  note, 
Thrasher  Co.,  14  N.  D.  147,  103  N.  W.  70  L.R.A.  814;  Geor^  v.  Butler,  26 
915,  116  A.  S.  R.  147,  642,  8  Ann.  Wash.  456,  67  Pac.  263,  90  A.  S.  R. 
Cas.  1160,  70  L.R.A.  814;  Colonial,  756,  57  L.R.A.  396  and  note ;  Denny  v. 
etc.,  Mortg.  Co.  V.  Flemington,  14  N.  Pahner,  26  Wash.  469,  67  Pac.  268,  90 
D.  181,  103  N.  W.  929,  116  A.  S.  R.  A.  S.  R.  766  and  note. 

070  and  note;  Paine  v.  Dodds,  14  N.  D.  11.  George  v.  Butler,  26  Wash.  456, 
189, 103  N.  W.  931, 116  A.  S.  R.  674;  67  Pac.  263,  90  A.  S.  B.  756,  57  LJt.A. 
Denny  v.  Palmer,  26  Wash.  469,  67  396  and  note. 

846 


Digitized  by  Google 


17  K.  C.  L.  UMITATION  OF  ACTIONS  5  208 

record  his  deed  it  has  been  held  that  he  is  estopped  to  set  up  the 
statute  against  a  foreclosure  suit  brought  within  a  reasonable  time 
after  notice  of  the  grantee's  rights,  where  absence  of  the  mortgf^or 
from  the  state  has  suspended  the  statute  as  to  him.^* 

Coverture 

208.  General  Principles. — Another  exemption  from  the  operation 
of  statutes  of  limitation  is  that  of  coverture,*'  which  ia  a  personal 
disability  and  operates  only  in  favor  of  the  person  laboring  thero- 
under.^*  In  cases  where  the  running  of  the  statute  is  suspended 
on  this  ground  the  period  does  not  begin  to  run  against  a  married 
woman  while  she  is  a  covert  but  attaches  when  the  disability  is 
removed  and  continues  for  the  period  specified  in  the  statute.**  And 
if  a  woman  is  discovert  at  the  time  the  right  of  axsHon  accrues,  the 
statute  will  attach,  and  the  fact  that  she  subsequently  marries  will 
not  interrupt  the  ruiuing  of  the  period,*^  even  though  such  marriage 
occurs  on  the  same  day.*^  Such  exemptions  do  not  rest  upon  any 
general  doctrine  of  the  law  but  in  every  instance  upon  express  lan- 
guage in  those  statutes  giving  women  time  after  cessation  of  coverture 
to  assert  their  rights."  And  recourse  must  be  had  to  the  particular 
statutes  in  force  in  the  jurisdiction  in  which  questions  of  this  nature 
arise.  And  the  fact  that  the  courts  recognize  the  right  of  a  married 
woman  to  maintain  actions  for  the  protection  of  exempt  property, 
where  necessary  to  protect  herself  against  the  acts  of  her  husband 

12.  Denny  v.  Palmer,  25  Wash.  469,      15.  Note:  33  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  172. 

67  Pae.  268,  90  A.  S.  E.  766.  16.  Dougherty  v.  Snyder,  15  Serg. 

13.  MeFarlane  v.  Grober,  70  Ark.  &  R.  (Pa.)  84,  16  Am.  Dec.  520;  Fitz- 
371,  69  S.  W.  56,  91  A.  S.  R.  84;  Me-  hugh  v.  Anderson,  2  Hen.  &  M.  (Va.) 
Kelvey  v.  McKelvey,  75  Kan.  325,  89  289,  3  Am.  Dec.  625 ;  Central  Land 
Pae.  663,  121  A.  S.  R.  435;  McDanell  Co.  v.  Laidley,  32  W.  Va.  134,  9  S.  E. 
V.  Landrum,  87  Ky.  404,  9  S.  W.  223,  61,  25  A.  S.  R.  797,  3  L.R.A  826; 
12  A.  S.  R.  50O  and  note;  Feam  v.  Waldron  v.  Harvey,  54  W.  Va.  608,  46 
Shirley,  31  Miss.  301,  66  Am.  Dee.  575;  S.  E.  603, 102  A.  S.  R.  959. 

Bucher  v.  Hohl,  199  Mo.  320,  97  S.  W.      17.  WeUbom  v.  Weaver,  17  Ga.  267, 
922,  116  A.  S.  R.  492;  Johnson  v.  Ed-  63  Am.  Dec.  235  and  note;  Fox  v. 
wards,  109  N.  C.  46,  14  S.  E.  91,  26  Hudson,  150  Ky.  115,  150  S.  W.  49, 
A.  S.  R.  580;  Moore  V.  Armstrong,  10  Ann.  Caa.  1914A  832;  Charmley  v. 
Ohio  11,  36  Am.  Dec  63  and  note;  Charmley,  125  Wis.  297,  103  N.  W. 
Dougherty  v.  Snyder,  15  Serg.  &  R.  1106,  110  A.  S.  R.  827. 
(Pa.)  84,  16  Am.  Dec.  520;  Alsup  v.      Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  570. 
Jordan,  69  Tex.  300,  6  S.  W.  831,  5     18.  Wellborn  v.  Weaver,  17  Ga.  267, 
A.  S.  R.  53  and  note;  Beloit  Second  63  Ann.  Cas.  235. 
Nat.  Bank  v.  Merrill,  81  Wis.  151,  50      19.  Vance  v.  Vance,  108  U.  8.  514, 
N..W.  505,  29  A.  S.  R.  877;  Cbamley  2  S.  Ct.  854,  27  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  808. 
V,  Cbamley,  125  Wis.  297,  103  N.  W.  Compare  Charmley  v.  Charmley,  125 
1106,  110  A.  S.  R.  827.  Wis.  297,  103  N.  W.  1106,  110  A.  S. 

14.  Moore  v.  Armstrong,  10  Ohio  11,  R.  827. 
36  Am.  Dec.  63  and  note. 
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and  others,  has  been  held  to  be  no  reason  for  denying  her  the  benefit 
of  a  provision  suspending  during  coverture  the  running  of  the  stat- 
ute.*" In  this  connection  it  has  also  been  decided  that  where  it  is 
provided  by  statute  that  a  woman  shall  not  be  barred  of  her  right 
of  entry  into  land  by  a  judgment  in  her  husband's  lifetime,  or  by 
default  or  collusion,  but  that  she  shall  have  ten  years  after  the  dis- 
ability of  coverture  is  removed  in  which  to  assert  her  right  of  entry, 
it  becomes  immaterial  that  the  right  of  the  married  woman's  husband 
has  become  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations  before  the  expiration 
of  such  period.^  On  the  other  hand,  where  a  feme  covert  was  repre- 
sented by  a  trustee  who  executed  a  conteact  in  her  behalf  it  has  been 
held  that  her  rights  cannot  be  enforced  by  her  asserting  them  after 
the  bar  of  the  statute  in  the  absence  of  fraud  or  other  special  circum- 
stances modifying  the  action  of  the  statute  of  limitations  upon  the 
legal  contract.'  Again,  as  a  general  rule,  it  may  be  stated  that  the 
statute  of  limitations  does  not'  nm  against  claims  existing  between 
husband  and  wife  during  the  continuance  of  .the  marital  relation. 
This  rule  is  said  to  be  based  on  the  general  public  policy  which  dis- 
countenances controversies  between  husband  and  wife.'  And  the 
courts  oi  many  jurisdictionB  have  held  that  the  various  enabling 
acts  pafsed  from  time  to  time  for  the  purpose  of  removing  many 
of  the  common  law  disabilities  of  married  women  have  not  had 
the  effect  of  altering  the  rule  that  the  statute  of  limitations  does  not 
run  against  claims  between  husband  and  wife.'*  The  death  of  either 
spouse,  however,  immediately  starts  the  running  of  the  limitation 
period 

209.  Running  of  Statute. — Where  a  cause  of  action  accrues  to  the 
wife  before  marriage,  her  sul»equrat  coverture  does  not  bar  the  opera- 
tion of  the  statute*  It  is  also  held  that  a  second  marriage  does  not 
prevent  the  running  of  the  statute  when  it  has  commenced  to  run 
on  the  death  of  the  first  husband.^  So  if  a  wife,  during  her  minor- 
ity, executes  a  conveyance  of  her  land,  and  afterward  obtains  a  void 
decree  of  divorce  and  contracts  a  second  marriage,  and  on  attaining 

20.  Alsup  V.  Jordan,  69  Tei.  500,  6  4.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  571. 

S.  W.  831,  5  A.  S.  R.  53  and  note.  5.  Dougherty  v.  Snyder,  15  Serg.  & 

1.  CoUina  V.  Riley,  104  U.  S.  322,  26  R.  (Pa.)  84,  16  Am.  Dec.  520. 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  752.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  571. 

2.  Maaon  v.  Mason,  33  Gku  435,  83  See  infra,  par.  211,  as  to  death. 
Am.  Dec.  172.  6.  Notes:  33  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  172;  36 

3.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  570.  See  Am.  Dec.  69.  See  supra,  par.  192,  as 
infra,  par.  334,  361,  as  to  operation  of  to  tacking  successive  disabilities.  See 
statute  between  husband  and  wife.  See  Husband  and  Wife,  vol.  13,  p.  1310 
Adversb  Possession,  vol.  1,  p.  755,  et  seq.,  as  to  disability  of  infancy 
concerning  adverse  possession  as  be-  superadded  to  coverture  generally, 
tween  husband  and  wife;  p.  759  as  7.  Note:  36  Am,  Dec  70. 

to  adverse  possession  against  wife  in 
general. 
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her  majority  executes  a  second  conTeyance  to  the  same  grantee,  after 
which  her  first  hushand  dies,  and  both  her  conveyances  are  void, 
the  statute  of  limitations  against  any  action  by  her  to  recover  the 
land  commences  to  run  on  the  death  of  her  first  husband.*  Again, 
it  has  been  held  that  a  married  woman  against  whom  the  statute  of 
limitations  does  not  run  and  who  is  a  cot^fuit  with  another  cannot, 
on  purchasing  his  share,  recover  the  whole  property  if  the  statute 
of  limitations  has  run  against  his  claim.'  If  the  statute  specifies  that 
a  right  of  a  wife  will  be  barred  within  a  certain  time  after  it  accrues, 
as  for  instance  a  right  of  entry  on  lands,  it  will  attach  at  the  time  of 
die  accrual  of  the  right,  although  she  may  at  Uiat  time  be  under  the 
disability  of  coverture.^®  And  wh^  after  the  divorce  of  a  husband 
and  wife  land  which  they  before  held  as  tenants  by  the  entireties 
is  sold  under  an  execution  against  and  the  purchasers  take  and 
maintain  possession  of  the  whole  thereof,  claiming  title  adversely  to 
the  wife,  her  right  to  maintain  an  action  for  the  recovery  of  the 
land  accrues,  and  the  statute  commences  to  run,  at  the  time  such 
adverse  possession  began.**  But  where  the  abandonment  of  a  wife 
does  not  ipso  facto  remove  her  disability,  she  being  authorized  to 
sue  and  be  sued,  in  such  a  case,  only  after  being  empowered  to  do 
so  by  a  court  of  equity,  her  right  to  bring  an  action  does  not  arise, 
and  consequently  the  statute  will  not  commence  to  run  against  that 
right,  until  such  judgment  has  been  rendered." 

210.  Effect  of  Removal  of  Common  Law  Disabilities  of  Harried 
Women. — In  some  jurisdictions  it  has  been  held  that  where  by  statute 
married  women  are  given  the  sole  ppasession,  control  and  enjoyment 
of  their  separate  property,  real  and  personal,  the  period  of  limitation 
runs  against  them  as  against  a  feme  sole,^'  an  exception  ia  some 
states  being  made  as  to  those  actions  in  which  the  husband  is  a 
necessary  party  plaintiff  with  her.**  In  such  cases  it  is  declared 
that  the  reason  for  the  enactment  of  the  saving  clause  for  the  pro- 
tection of  a  feme  covert  would  seem  to  be  entirely  removed,"  the 

8.  Hinkle  v.  Lovelace,  204  Mo.  208,  404,  9  S.  W.  223, 12  A.  S.  R.  500  and 

102  S.  W.  1015,  120  A.  S.  R.  698,  11  note. 

Ann.  Cas.  794,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  730.  IS.  Castner  v.  Walrod,  83  111.  Ifl, 

9.  McFarlane  v.  Grober,  70  Ark.  25  Am.  Rep.  369;  Dyer  v.  Wittier.  89 
371,  69  S.  W.  56.  91  A.  S.  R.  84.  Mo.  81,  14  S.  W.  518,  58  Am.  Rep. 

10.  Melvin  v.  Merrimack  River  Pro-  85;  Graves  v.  Howard,  159  N.  C.  594, 
prietors  of  Locks,  etc.,  5  Mete.  (Mass.)  75  S.  E.  998,  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  665  and 
15,  38  Am.  Dec.  384.  note. 

11.  Hopson  V.  Fowlkee,  92  Tenn.  Note :  12  A.  8.  R- 503. 

697,  23  S.  W.  55.  36  A.  S.  R.  120,  23  14.  Wilson  v.  Wilson,  36  Cal.  447, 

L.R.A.  805.  See  Divobcb  and  Separa-  95  Am.  Dec  194  and  note. 

TiON,  vol.  9,  p.  497  et  seq.,  as  to  effect  15.  Castner  v.  Walrod,  83  111.  171, 

of  divorce  on  property  rights  of  hus-  25  Am.  Rep.  369. 

band  and  wife.  Note;  36  Am.  Dee,  70, 

12.  McDanell  v.  Landram,  87  Ky. 

R.  C.L.  Vol  XVII.— M.  849 


Digitized  by 


Goo 


S2U 


LIMITATION  OF  ACTIONS 


17  R.  C.  L. 


theory  being  that  it  is  the  disability  as  a  result  of  the  marriage,  and 
not  the  marriage  itself,  that  is  the  reason  for  the  exception  and  it  is 
the  disability  and  not  the  marriage  that  is  removed.  As  the  statutes 
wisely  changed  the  law  making  marriage  the  impediment,  and  in 
elfect  provide  that  it  is  no  longer  a  disability,  the  reason  of  the  law 
ceasing,  the  law  itself  ceases  also.^*  There  is,  however,  some  dissent 
from  this  view,^^  it  being  said  that  a  statute  removing  a  wife's  dis- 
ability to  sue  seems  to  be  a  privilege  given  to  married  women  which 
may  be  used  for  their  advantage,  but  a  failure  to  exercise  it  is  not 
to  operate  to  their  prejudice.^^ 

Death 

211.  In  GeneraL — The  general  principle  relating  to  limitations  that 

when  a  cause  of  action  has  once  accrued  the  statute  will  not  be  sus- 
pended by  any  subsequent  disability  **  operates  in  the  case  of  the 
statute  having  attached  prior  to  a  person's  decease,  it  being  held  that 
his  death  will  not  have  the  effect  of  suspending  its  operation.*"  And 
it  is  a  general  rule  that  where  the  statute  has  begun  to  run  against 
an  ancestor,  it  is  not  interrupted  by  his  death  and  the  supervening 
disability  of  his  infant  heirs.'  Thus  where  the  statute  has  attached 
Against  an  action  to  recover  real  property  during  the  lifetime  of  the 
owner,  it  is  not  interrupted  by  his  death  and  descent  cast  upon  infant 
heirs.'  But  when  a  person  in  favor  of  or  against  whom  a  cause 
of  action  exists  dies  before  the  cause  of  action  accrues,  the  statute 
will  not  begin  to  run  before  an  administrator  of  his  estate  is  appointed ; 
for  until  that  time  there  is  no  one  to  sue  on  a  claim  in  favor  of 
the  deceased,  or  be  sued  on  a  claim  against  him,  and  therefore  the 

16.  Note:  36  Am.  Dec  71.  Notes:  65  Am.  Dec:  596;  1  A.  S.  R. 

17.  Notes:  36  Am.  Dec  70;  Ann.  789. 

Cas.  1914C  571.  See  Exbcdtobs  and  Administea- 

18.  Note:  36  Am.  Dec.  1^0.  tors,  vol.  11,  p.  210  et  seq.,  as  to  stat- 

19.  See  supra,  par.  188,  as  to  the  utes  of  limitations  relating  to  deced- 
general  rule.  ents'  estates. 

20.  McLeran  v.  Benton,  73  Cal.  329,  1.  Scallon  v.  Manhattan  R.  Co.,  185 
14  Pac.  877,  2  A.  S.  R.  814  and  note;  N.  T.  359,  78  N.  E.  284,  7  Ann.  Cas. 
Mereness  v.  Charles  City  First  Nat.  168  and  note;  Gamer  v.  Wingrove, 
Bank,  112  la.  11,  83  N.  W.  711,  84  A.  [1905]  2  Ch.  233,  74  L.  J.  Ch.  545,  53 
S.  R.  318,  51  L.R.A  410;  Wenman  v.  W.  R.  588,  93  L.  T.  N.  S.  131,  3  Ann. 
Mohawk  Ins.  Co.,  13  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  Cas.  837  and  note,  3  British  Rul.  Cas. 
267,  28  Am.  Dec.  464  and  note;  Keys-  737  and  note  See  infra,  par.  225-227, 
er's  Appeal,  124  Pa.  St.  80,  16  Atl.  as  to  infancy. 

577,  2  L.R.A.  169  and  note;  Nicks  v.  2.  Gamer  v.  Wingrove,  [1905]  2  Ch. 
Martiodale,  Harper's  L.  (S.  C.)  135,  233,  74  L.  J.  Ch.  545,  53  W.  R.  588,  93 
18  Am.  Dee.  647  and  note;  Rowan  v.  L.  T.  N.  S.  131,  3  Ann.  Cas.  837  and 
Chenoweth,  49  W.  Va.  287,  38  S.  £.  note,  3  British  Ral.  Cas.  737  and  note. 
544,  87  A.  S.  R.  796  and  note. 
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cause  of  action  cannot  accrue  until  that  time.'  Death  does  nut  oper- 
ate as  an  indefinite  suspension,  and  a  creditor  cannot  extend  the  time 
of  limitation  by  failing  to  apply  for  the  appointment  of  an  admin- 
istrator within  a  reasonable  time  after  his  application  could  be  made> 
This  principle  has  been  applied  where  tiie  maker  of  a  note  secured 
by  a  mortgage  removed  from  the  state  after  the  maturity  of  the  note, 
was  absent  until  his  death,  and  no  administration  was  ever  had  upon 
his' estate,  nor  were  any  steps  taken  to  enforce  the  collection  of  the 
secured  debt  until  several  years  after  his  death,  when  an  action  to 
foreclose  the  mortgf^  was  begun.* 

212.  Statutory  Provisions. — By  statute,  also,  in  some  jurisdictions, 
death  suspends  tiie  limitation 'period  until  an  administrator  has  been 
appointed.*  And  where  a  bond  is  required  by  law  of  an  admin- 
istrator and  the  statute  provides  for  a  suspension  of  the  limitation 
period  if  the  administration  on  any  estate  shall  be  suspended,  the 
power  to  administer  an  estate  is  suspended  until  such  bond  is  given, 
and  during  that  period  the  statute  does  not  run  against  the  claims 
of  creditors.'  It  has,  however,  been  held  that  the  appointment  of  a 
temporary  administrator  does  not  constitute  "representation"  upon 
the  estate  of  a  decedent,  within  the  meaning  of  a  statute  provid- 
ing that  the  time  between  the  death  of  a  person  and  representation 
taken  upon  his  estate  shall  not  be  counted  against  the  estate.®  In 
order  to  protect  executors  and  administrators  from  the  anaoyance 
of  unnecessary  litigation  as  to  claims  against  the  estate,  statutes  also 
frequently  give  immunity  for  a  designated  period  after  the  death 
of  the  decedent  during  which  his  personal  representative  is  protected 
from  suits  on  claims,*  and  also  in  some  cases  provide  for  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  limitation  period.**  Another  frequent  provision  of  the 
statutes  is  one  suspending,  in  favor  of  an  executor,  the  running  of 
the  statute  as  to  all  rights  of  action  existing  in  favor  of  the  deceased 
at  his  death  if  suit  is  brought  within  a  designated  time.  Such  a  pro- 
vision is  held  not  to  prevent  the  bringing  of  a  suit  after  that  time 
if  the  limitation  period  is  not  complete.'^  Where,  however,  the  per- 

3.  Davis  V.  Out,  6  N.  T.  124,  56  7.  Morgan  v.  Dodge,  4*  N.  H.  256, 
Am.  Dec.  387  and  note.  82  Am.  Dee.  213. 

Note:  66  Am.  Dec.  595.  8.  Banmgartner  v.  MeKinnow,  137 

4.  Baasennan  v.  Blunt,  147  U.  S.  Oa.  165, 73  S.  £.  618, 38  L.R.A(N.S.) 
647,  13  S.  Ct.  466,  37  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  824. 

316  and  note;  Kulp  v.  Kulp,  51  Kan.  9.  See  ExecdtOBS  and  AdjukiSXea- 

341,  32  Pac  1118,  21  LJI.A.  550.  tors,  vol.  11,  p.  214. 

6.  Kulp  V.  Kulp,  51  Kan.  341,  32  10.  Goldsmith  v.  Eiehold,  94  AU. 

Pae.  lUi,  21  L.R.A.  550  and  note.  116, 10  So.  80, 33  A.  S.  R.  97. 

6.  Bamngartner  v.  MeKinnow,  137  11.  Frye  v.  Hubbell,  74  N.  H.  358, 

Ga.  165, 73  S.  £.  518, 38  L.BA.  (N.S.)  68  AtL  325, 17  L.B.A.(N.S.)  1107. 
824;  Eulp  v.  Eolp,  51  Kan.  341,  32 
Pae.  1118,  21  LJt.A.  650  and  note. 


Digitized  by  Google 


5  213 


LIMITATION' OF  ACTIONS 


17  E.  C.  L. 


soil  entitled  to  sue  dies  after  the  statute  of  limitations  has  commenced 
to  run  against  his  claims  but  before  it  has  become  barred,  the  unex- 
pired part  of  the  time  is  not  to  be  tacked  to  the  statutory  period 
{allowed  the  executer  or  administrator  in  which  to  bring  an  action 
on  the  claim ;  and  the  only  effect  of  the  latter  statute  is  to  allow  the 
prescribed  time  to  the  personal  representative  to  bring  an  action, 
if  otherwise  it  would  have  been  ban^.*' 

Fraud  and  Fraudulent  Concealment 

213.  In  General. — Although  it  may  be  said  generally  that  cases  of 
fraud  are  as  much  within  the  statute  of  limitations  as  any  other,** 
nevertheless  the  general  rule  that  statules  of  limitation  run  from  the 
act  complained  of  in  cases  of  tort  as  well  as  of  contract  is  said  to 
admit  a  well  settled  exception  on  account  of  fraud.  The  exception 
was  not  originally  in  the  statutes  themselves,  but  was  introduced  by 
the  courts  acting  upon  principles  of  equity,  though  in  many  states 
the  statutes  have  now  been  framed  to  cover  and  define  the  excepted 
cases.  But  the  limits  of  the  exception,  and  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  will  be  permitted,  have  led  to  much  conflict  in  the  decisions.** 
There  are  said  to  be  three  general  classes  of  autiiorities  on  the  sub^ 
ject,  the  first  of  which  includes  the  states  where  there  is  no  statute 
relating  to  the  matter  and  which  holds  that  fraud  concefiled  by  the 
person  invoking  the  statute  postpones  its  operation.  The  second 
class  includes  the  states  having  a  general  statutory  exception  to  the 
running  of  the  limitation  period  in  case  of  concealed  fraud  until 
the  discovery  of  the  fact  by  the  injured  party.  In  the  third  class 
are  included  states  having  such  a  statutory  exception  in  cases  cog- 
nizable in  equity,  or  solely  so  cognizable.*^  A  distinction  has  also 
been  made  in  regard  to  the  starting  point  of  the  statute  between 
fraud  completed  and  ending  with  the  act  which  gives  rise  to  the 
cause  of  action  and  fraud  continued  afterwards  in  efforts  or  acts 
tending  to  prevent  discovery.  On  this  distinction  there  are  two 
widely  divergent  views.  It  is  held,  on  the  one  hand,  that  the  fraud, 
though  complete  and  fully  actionable,  nevertheless  operates  as  of 
itself  a  coiftinuing  cause  of  action  until  discovery;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  is  held  that,  when  the  cause  of  action  ia  once  complete,  the 
statute  begins  to  run,  and  suit  must  be  brought  within  the  prescribed 

12.  Morse  v.  Hayes,  150  Mich.  697,  179,  5  Am.  Dec.  686  and  note. 

114  N.  W.  397,  121  A.  S.  R.  643  and  14.  Smith  v.  Blachley,  198  Pa.  St. 

note,  13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1200  and  not«,  173,  47  Atl.  985,  53  L.R.A.  849  and 

overruling  Stringer  v.  Stevens,  146  note. 

Mich.  181, 109  N.  W.  269, 117  A.  8.  K.  15.  Pietsch  v.  Milbrath,  123  Wib, 

620,  10  Ann.  Gas.  337,  8  l4.R.A.(N.S.)  647, 101  N.  W.  388, 102  N.  W.  342, 107 

393.  A.  S.  R.  1017,  68  L.R.A.  945. 

13.  Shelby  v.  Shelby,  Cooke  (Tenn.) 
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term,  unless  discovery  is  prevented  by  some  additional  tfnd  affirmative 
fraud  done  with  that  intent.** 

214.  Rule  in  Courts  of  Equity.— -The  courts  of  equity,  from  an 
early  day,  have  held  that  where  one  person  has  been  injured  by  the 
fraud  of  another,  and  the  facts  constituting  such  fraud  do  not  come 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  person  injured  until  some  time  afterward, 
especially  where  they  have  been  concealed,  the  statute  will  not  com- 
mence to  run  imtil  the  discovery  of  those  facts,  or  until  by  reason- 
able diligence  they  might  have  been  discovered.*'  This  principle 
requires  that  the  fraud  must  have  been  one  -which  was  concealed 
from  the  plaintifif  by  the  defendant  or  which  was  of  such  a  character 
as  necessarily  implied  concealment.**  The  theory  upon  which  equity 
proceeds  in  such  cases  is  that  the  duty  of  a  party  to  commence  pro- 
ceedings to  assert  his  rights  can  only  arise  upon  the  discovery  of 

16.  Smith  V.  Blaehley,  198  Pa.  St.  note,  28  L.R.A.  283;  Peck  v.  Bank  of 
173,  47  AtL  985,  53  L.R.A.  849  and  America,  16  R.  I.  710,  19  Atl.  369,  7 
note.  L.R.A.  826  and  note;  Eiglebei^er  v. 

17.  Wood  v.  Carpenter,  101  U.  S.  Kibler,  1  Hill  Eq.  (S.  C.)  113,  26  Am. 
135,  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  807:  Kirby  v.  Dec.  192;  Amaker  v.  New,  33  S.  C.  28, 
Lake  Shore,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  120  U.  S.  130,  11  S.  E.  386,  8  LJI.A.  687  and  note; 
7  S.  Ct.  430,  30  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  569;  Shelby  v.  Shelby,  Cooke  (Tenn.)  179, 
Amy  V.  Watertown,  130  V.  S.  320,  9  S.  5  Am.  Dec.  686  and  note;  Reeves  v. 
Ct.  537,  32  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  953;  Norria  Dougherty,  7  Yerg.  (Tenn.)  225,  27 
V.  Haggin,  136  U.  S.  386, 10  S.  Ct.  942,  Am.  Dec.  496;  Boro  v.  Hidell,  122 
34  V.  S.  (L.  ed.)  424;  Snodgrass  v.  Tenn.  80,  120  S.  W.  961,  135  A.  S.  R. 
Decatur  Branch  Bank,  25  Ala.  161,  60  857  and  note;  Smith  v.  Ply,  24  Tex. 
Am.  Dec.  505  and  note;  Lieberman  v.  345,  76  Am.  Dec.  109  and  note;  Mun- 
Wilmington  First  Nat.  Bank,  2  Penn.  son  v.  Hallowell,  26  Tex.  475,  84  Am. 
(DeL)  416,  45  AtL  901,  82  A.  S.  B.  Dec.  582  and  note;  Chicago,  etc.,  R. 
414,  48  L.R.A.  514;  Adams  v.  Gerard,  Co.  v.  Titterington,  84  Tex.  218,  19  S. 
29  Ga.  651,  76  Am.  Dec.  624  and  W.  472,  31  A.  8.  B.  39  and  note;  Hall 
note;  Gillett  v.  Wiley,  126  III  310,  19  v.  Graham,  112  Va.  560,  72  S.  E.  105, 
N.  E.  287,  9  A.  8.  R.  587;  Dorsey  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  1257;  Plant  v.  Hum- 
Mach.  Co.  V.  McCaffrey,  139  Ind.  545,  phries,  66  W.  Va.  88,  66  S.  E.  94,  26 
38N.  E.  208, 47  A.  8.  R.  290  and  note;  L.R.A.(N.S.)  558;  Gibbs  v.  Guild,  9 
Whitesell  v.  Strickler,  167  Ind.  602,  78  Q.  B.  D.  59,  51  L.  J.  Q.  B.  313,  46 
N.  E.  845,  119  A.  S.  B.  524;  Jacobs  v.  L.  T.  N.  S.  248,  30  W.  R.  591,  16  Eng. 
Snyder,  76  la.  522,  41  N.  W.  207,  14-  Rul.  Cas  233;  Betjemann  v.  Betje- 
A.  S.  R.  235  and  note;  MeMuUen  v.  mann,  {1895)  2  Ch.  474,  64  L.  J.  Ch. 
Winfield  Bldg.,  etc,  Ass'n,  64  Kan.  641,  73  L.  T.  N.  8.  2,  44  W.  R.  182, 16 
298,  67  Pac.  892,  91  A.  S.  R.  236  and  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  249  and  note. 

note,  56  L.B.A.  924;  Connecticut  Mut.  Notes:  1  A.  S.  R.  788;  7  L.RA.  826; 

life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Smith,  117  Mo.  261,  25  L.R.A.  566. 

22  S.  W.  623,  38  A.  S.  R.  666  and  See  Equity,  vol.  10,  p.  324,  as  to 

note;  Murray  v.  Coster,  20  Johns.  (N.  fraudulent  concealment  as  ground  for 

T.)  576, 11  Am.  Dec.  333;  Fee  v.  Fee,  equitable  relief;  Fraud  and  DECErr, 

10  Ohio  469,  36  Am.  Dec.  103  and  vol.  12,  p.  319  et  seq.,  as  to  failure  to 

note;  Ferris  v.  Henderson,  12  Pa.  St.  disclose  facts  generally. 

49,  51  Am.  Dec.  580  and  note ;  Lewey  18.  Norris  v.  Haggin,  136  U.  S.  386, 

v,  H.  C.  Fricke  Coke  Co.,  166  Pa.  St.  10  S.  Ct  942,  34  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  421. 
5?<6.  31  Atl.  261,  45  A.  S.  B.  684  and 
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the  fraud  or  mistake,  and  that  the  possible  effect  of  laches  will  begin 
to  operate  only  from  that  time  and  the  statute  will  not  commence 
to  run  until  then,^'  and  furthermore  that  it  is  inequitable  to  permit 
a  defendant  to  profit  by  his  own  fraud  and  to  hold  that  one  who  can- 
not assert  his  right,  because  the  necessary  knowledge  is  improperly 
kept  from  him,  is  not  within  the  mischief  the  statute  was  intended 
to  remedy,  but  is  within  the  spirit  of  the  proviso  which  prevents 
its  operation.*"  And,  in  this  connection,  it  has  also  been  declared 
that,  where  there  is  concurrent  jurisdiction  in  the  courts  of  law 
and  equity,  the  statute  may  be  pleaded  with  the  same  effect  in  one 
court  as  in  the  other  and  that,  in  such  cases  in  a  court  of  equity, 
no  benefit  can  be  derived  by  an  allegation  of  fraud  by  which  a  party 
may  have  been  prevented  from  asserting  his  claim  within  the  period.' 
In  the  application  of  the  general  principle  it  has  been  held  that 
where  a  partnership  has  become  liable  for  the  fraud  of  one  of  the  part- 
ners, such  liability  continues  after  the  dissolution  of  the  firm,  and 
where  the  fraud  is  not  discovered  until  some  time  thereafter  the 
statute  will  not  begin  to  run  in  equity  until  the  date  of  discovery  * 
215.  Conflict  in  Courts  of  Law. — Whether  fraud  suspends  the  stat- 
ute at  law  is  a  question  upon  which  there  has  been  much  conflict .• 
Some  courts  hold  that  the  equitable  principles  upon  which  fraud  is 
allowed  in  equity  in  such  cases  are  not  applicable  in  actions  at  law. 
Others,  on  the  contrary,  maintain  that  the  statute  of  limitations 
was  intended  to  suppress,  and  not  to  be  used  as  a  shield  for  fraud, 
and  that  whenever  a  party  is  injured  by  the  fraud  of  another,  and 
such  fraud  is  concealed  from  him,  the  statute  does  not  begin  to  run 
until  he  has  or  might  with  ordinary  diligence  have  discovered  the 
fraud.  Such  cases,  they  hold,  are  not  within  the  meaning  and  opera- 
tion of  the  statute,  and  the  injured  party  may  rely  upon  fraud  in 
a  court  of  law  as  well  as  in  a  court  of  equity.^   This  latter  view 

19.  Ferris  v.  Henderaon,  12  Pa.  St.  1913C  1093;  Lieberman  v.  Wilmington 
49,  51  Am.  Dec.  580  and  note;  Hall  v.  First  Nat.  Bank,  2  Penn.  (Del.)  416, 
Graham,  112  Va.  560,  72  S.  E.  106,  45  Atl.  901,  82  A.  S.  R.  414,  48  L.R.A. 
Ann.  Cas.  1913B  1257.  514;  Persons  v.  Jones,  12  Ga.  371,  58 

20.  Phalen  v.  Clark,  19  Conn.  421,  .Am.  Dec.  476;  Wear  v.  Skinner,  46 
50  Am.  Dec.  253;  Lewey  v.  H.  C.  Md.  257,  24  Am.  Rep.  517 ;  Groendal  t. 
Fricke  Coke  Co.,  166  Pa.  St.  536,  31  Westrate,  171  Mieh.  92,  137  N.  W.  87, 
Atl.  261,  45  A.  S.  R.  684  and  note,  28  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  906  and  note. 
L.R.A.  283.  4.  Lieberman  v.  Wilmington  First 

1.  McCrea  v.  Purmort,  16  Wend.  (N.  Nat.  Bank,  2  Penn.  (Del.)  416,  45  Atl. 
Y.)  460,  30  Am.  Dec.  103.  901,  82  A.  S.  R.  414,  48  L.R.A.  514; 

2.  Blair  v.  Bromley,  5  Hare  542,  2  McMullen  v.  Winfleld  Bldg.,  etc.,  Ass'n, 
Phillip  354,  16  L.  J.  Ch.  105,  496,  19  64  Kan.  298,  67  Pac.  892,  91  A.  S.  R. 
Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  450  and  note.  236.  56  L.R.A.  924;  Wear  v.  Skinner, 

3.  Snodgrass  v.  Decator  Branch  46  Md.  257,  24  Am.  Rep.  617.  See 
Bank,  25  Ala.  161,  60  Am.  Dec.  505  infra,  par.  217,  as  to  discdveiy  of 
and  note;  Lightner  Min.  Co.  v.  Lane,  &aad. 

161  CaL  689,  120  Pac.  771,  Add.  Cas. 
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seems  to  have  been  based  on  a  dictum  by  Lord  Mansfield  Uiat,  "There 
may  be  cases,  too,  which  fraud  will  take  out  of  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions," and,  although  it  has  been  said  that  this  dictum  never  obtained 
the  force  of  law  in  the  English  courts,*  yet  at  an  early  day,  in  this 
country,  it  was  adopted  by  some  of  the  states,  and  was  later  incorpo- 
rated into  many  of  the  statutes,  in  some  cases  being  restricted,  either 
expressly  or  by  judicial  construction,  to  actions  at  law,  and  in  others 
to  actions  in  equity.*  In  such  cases  it  is  declared  that  where  one 
by  fraud  conceals  the  fact  of  a  right  of  action,  it  is  not  ingrafting 
an  exception  on  the  statute  to  say  that  he  is  not  protected  thereby, 
but  it  is  simply  saying  that  he  never  was  within  the  statute,  since 
its  protection  was  never  designed  for  such  as  he.  By  fraud  he  has 
put  himself  outside  of  its  pale.  Whether  this  be  taken  as  an  excep- 
tion or  only  a  limitation  of  the  statute,  it  is  said  to  rest  upon  sound 
reason  and  just  policy.'  Furthermore  the  delay  of  bringing  the  » 
suit  is  owing  to  the  fraud  of  the  defendant,  and  the  cause  of  action 
against  him  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  having  accrued  until  the 
plaintiff  could  obtain  the  knowledge  that  he  had  a  cause  of  action.* 
And  it  has  been  decided  by  the  United  States  supreme  court  that 
where  the  action  is  to  obtain  relief  against  fraud  concealed  by  the 
'  party,  or  which  from  its  nature  remains  secret,  the  bar  does  not 
commence  to  run  until  the  fraud  is  discovCTed,  the  court  declaring 
that  the  weight  of  judicial  authority  both  in  this  coun^  and  in 
England  is  in  favor  of  the  application  of  the  rule  to  suits  at  law 
as  well  as  in  equity,  such  a  conclusion  being  founded  in  a  sound  and 
philosophical  view  of  the  principles  of  the  statutes  of  limitation.  They 
were  ^acted  to  prevent  frauds ;  to  prevent  parties  from  asserting  rights 
after  the  lapse  of  time  had  destroyed  or  impaired  the  evidence  which 
would  show  that  such  rights  never  existed,  or  had  been  satisfied, 
transferred,  or  extinguished,  if  they  ev^  did  exist.  To  hold  that 
by  concealing  a  fraud,  or  by  committing  a  fraud  in  a  manner  that 
it  concealed  itself  until  such  time  as  the  party  committing  the  fraud  ■ 
could  plead  the  statute  of  limitations  to  protect  it,  is  to  make  the 
law,  which  was  designed  to  prevent  fraud,  the  means  by  which  it  is 
made  successful  and  secure.'  This  view  has  also  been  accepted  and 
followed  in  later  decisions  in  this  court  as  well  as  adopted  in  some 
of  the  state  tribunals.** 

B.  Amv  v.  Watertowu,  130  U.  S.  320,  901,  82  A.  S.  R.  414  and  note,  48 

9  S.  Ct.  537,  32  TJ.  S.  (L.  ed.)  953;  L.R.A.  514. 

Picts^-h  V.  Milbrath,  123  Wis.  647,  101  8.  First    Massachusetts  Turnpike 

N.  W.  388. 102  N.  W.  342, 107  A.  S.  R.  Corp.  v.  Field,  3  Mass.  201,  3  Am.  Dec. 

1017,  68  L.R.A.  945.  124  and  note. 

6.  Pietsch  v.  Milbrath,  123  Wis.  647,  9.  Bailey  v.  Glover,  21  Wall.  342,  22 
101  N.  W.  388,  102  N.  W.  342,  107  A.  TJ.  S.  (L.  ed.)  636. 

S.  R.  1017.  68  L.R.A.  945.  10.  Wood  v.  Carpenter.  101  TT.  S. 

7.  Lieborman  v.  Wilmington  First  135.  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  807:  Rosenthal  v. 
Nat.  Bank,  2  Penn.  (Del.)  416,  45  Atl.  Walker,  111  U.  S.  185,  4  S.  Ct.  332,  28 
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216.  Time  Computed  at  Law  from  Date  of  Fraud. — In  some  jurisdio- 
tions,  it  is  held,  in  acfcions  at  law,  that  mere  ignorance  on  the  part 
of  the  plaintiff  as  to  his  rights  will  not  suspend  the  running  of  the 
statute,**  and  that  when  it  is  applicable  to  a  cause  of  action  arising 
out  of  fraud  or  for  deceit,  it  attaches  when  the  fraud  is  perpetrated," 
subject,  in  some  states,  to  an  exdeption  where  there  has  been  fraudu- 
lent concealment  by  defendant  of  the  cause  of  action.**  In 
other  jurisdictions  it  is  held  that  even  fraudulent  concealment  of 
the  cause  of  action  will  not  have  the  effect  of  suspending  the  opera- 
tion of  the  statute,  in  the  absence  of  a  provision  creating  an  exception 
in  such  a  case."  So  it  has  been  held,  in  the  case  of  fraudulent 
representations  as  to  the  incumbrances  upon  land  by  reason  of  which 
a  person  is  induced  to  purchase  it,  that  the  statute  of  limitations 
begins  to  run  from  the  time  of  ihe  purchase  and  not  from  that  of 
a  subsequent  eviction,  or  from  the  payment  of  damages  upon  the 
covenant  of  warranty.  In  such  a  case  it  is  said  the  original  wrong 
in  making  the  false  representations  and  thus  inducing  the  purchase 
contains  within  itsdf  tiie  complete  cause  of  action  and  consequently 
sets  the  statute  in  operation.*^ 

217.  Computing  Period  at  Law  from  Discovery  of  Fraud. — On  the 
other  hand,  tiiere.  are  a  number  of  decisiona  to  the  effect  Uiat  in 


U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  395;  Traerr.  Clewa,115  586,  75  Pac.  1061,  1  Ann.  Caa.  639 

U.  S.  528,  6  S.  Ct.  156,  29  U.  S.  (L.  and  note;  MeCrea  v.  Pormort,  16 

ed.)  467;  MeMnllen  v.  Winaeid  BIdg.,  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  460,  30  Am.  Dee.  103; 

etc.,  Ass'n,  64  Kan.  298,  67  Pac  892,  Northrop  t.  Hill,  57  N.  7.  351, 15  Am. 

91  A.  S.  R.  236  and  note,  56  LJ{.A.  Rep.  501;  Fee  t.  Fee,  10  Ohio  469,  36 

924;  Penobscot  R.  Co.  V.  ICayo,  67  Am.  Dec  103  and  note;  Smith  v. 

470,  24  Am.  Rep.  45;  Homer  t.  Fisk,  Blachley,  198  Pa.  St.  173,  47  Atl.  985, 

1  Pick.  (Mass.)  435,  11  Am.  Dee.  218  63  LlR.A.  849  and  note;  Smith  v. 

and  note;  first  Maasachusetta  Turn-  Bi^op,  9  Vt  110,  31  Am.  Dec  607 

pike  Corp.  v.  Field,  3  Mass.  201, 3  Am.  and  note;  Plant  v.  Humphries,  66  W. 

Dee.l24;Parkerv.Kiihn,21Neb.413,  Va.  88,  66  S.  E.  94,  26  L.RA.(N.S.) 

32  N.  W.  74,  59  Am.  Rep.  838;  Ott  v.  658;  Ott  v.  Hood,  152  Wis.  97,  139 

Hood,  152  Wis.  97,  139  N.  W.  762,  N.  W.  762,  Ann.  Caa.  1914C  636,  44 

Ann.  Caa.  1914C  636,  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  L.RJL(N.S.)  624. 

524.  Note:  13  Ann.  Caa.  698. 

11.  Smith  v.  Bishop,  9  Vt.  HO,  31  18.  Plant  Humphries,  66  W.  Va. 
Am.  Dec.  607  and  note.  88,  66  S.  E.  94,  26  ]1b.A.(N.S.)  558. 

12.  Andieae  v.  Redfleld,  98  U.  S.  14.  Atchison,  etc,  B.  Co.  t.  Atchison 
225,  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  158  (conforming  Grain  Co.,  68  Ean.  585,  75  Pac  1051, 
to  the  decisions  of  the  state  court) ;  1  Ann.  Gas.  639  and  ni^;  Fee  v.  Fee, 
Van  Ingin  v.  Duffin,  158  Ala.  318,  48  10  Ohio  469,  36  Am.  Dec  103  and 
So.  507,  132  A.  8.  R.  29;  Persona  v.  note;  Pietsch  v.  Milbrath,  123  Wis. 
Jones,  12  Qa.  371,  58  Am.  Dec  476;  647, 101 N.  W.  388, 102  N.  W.  342, 107 
McKay  v.  McCarthy,  146  la.  546,  123  A.  S.  R.  1017,  68  L.B.A.  945;  Ott  t. 
N.  W.  756,  34  LJl.A.(N.S.)  9U;  Me-  Hood,  152  Wis.  97,  139  N.  W.  762, 
Mullen  T.  Winfield  Bldg.,  etc,  Ass'n,  Ann.  Caa.  1914C  636, 44  L.RA.(N.S.) 
64  Kan.  298,  67  Pac.  892,  91  A.  S.  R.  524. 

336,  66  L.B.A.  924;  Atchison,  etc,  R.  16.  NorOuop  t.  Hill,  67  N.  T.  351, 

Co.  T.  Atehison  Orain  Co.,  68  Kan.  15  Am.  Rep.  50L 
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cases  of  fraud  the  statute  runs  only  from  discovery  or  from  when, 
with  reamnable  diligen(»,  fh^  ought  to  have  been  a  discovery,'* 
which  is  said  to  give  a  new  cause  of  action.^'  And  the  general  trend 
of  the  decisions  is  in  support  of  the  rule  that  where  a  party  against 
whom  a  cause  of  action  has  accrued  in  favor  of  another  by  actual 
fraudulent  concealment  prevents  such  other  from  obtaining  knowl- 
edge thereof,  or  the  fraud  is  of  such  a  character  as  to  conceal  itself, 
the  statute  of  limitations  will  begin  to  run  from  the  time  the  right 
of  action  is  discovered,  or,  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  diligence, 
might  have  been  discovered."    Frequently,  also,  decisions  to  this 

16.  Jones  t.  Van  Doren,  130  T7.  S.  Wilmington  First  Nat.  Bank,  2  Penn. 
684,  9  S.  Ct.  685,  32  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  (Del.)  416,  45  Atl.  901,  82  A.  3.  R. 
1077;  PeTBons  V.  Jones,  12  Ga.  371,  58  414,  48  L.B.A.  514;  Homblower  v. 
Am.  Dec.  476  and  note ;  Carrier  v.  Chi-  George  Washingrton  University,  31 
eago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  79  la.  80,  44  N.  W.  App.  Gas.  (D.  C.)  64,  14  Ann.  Caa. 
203,  6  L.R.A.  799;  Cook  v.  Chicago,  696 ;  Morrison  v.  Baltimore,  etc.,  E.  Co., 
etc.,  R.  Co.,  81  la.  551,  46  N.  W.  1080,  40  App.  Caa.  (D.  C.)  391,  Ann.  Cas. 
25  A.  8.  B.  612,  9  L.R.A.  764;  McMul-  1914C  1026;  Hoyle  v.  Jones,  35  Ga.  40, 
len  T.  Winfield  Bidg.,  etc.,  Ass'n,  64  89  Am.  Dec  273  and  note;  Fortune 
Kan.  298,  67  Pac.  892,  91  A.  S.  B.  236  v.  English,  226  lU.  262,  80  N.  E.  781, 
and  note,  56  L.R.A.  924;  First  Mas-  117  A.  8.  R.  253,  9  Ann.  Cas.  77  and 
sachusetts  Turnpike  Corp.  v.  Field,  3  note,  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1006  and  note; 
Mass.  201,  3  Am.  Dec.  124  and  note;  Wilder  v.  Secor,  72  la,  161,  33  N.  W. 
Lewey  v.  H.  C.  Fricke  Coke  Co.,  166  448,  2  A.  S.  R.  236  and  note;  Carrier  v. 
Pa.  St.  636,  31  Atl.  261,  45  A.  S.  B.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  79  la.  80,  44  N. 
684  and  note,  28  L.R.A.  283;  Davis  v.  W.  203,  6  L.E.A.  799  and  note;  Cook 
Monroe,  187  Pa.  St.  212,  41  Atl.  44,  v.  Chicago,  etc,  E.  Co.,  81  la.  551, 

67  A.  S.  E.  581  and  note;  Smith  t.  46  N.  W.  1080,  26  A.  8.  E.  512,  9 
Blaehley,  188  Pa.  St.  550,  41  Atl.  619,  L.R.A.  764;  Merenesa  v.  Charles  City 

68  A.  S.  R,  887  and  note;  Smith  v.  First  Nat.  Bank,  112  la.  11,  83  N.  W. 
Blaehley,  198  Pa.  St.  173,  47  Atl.  985,  711,  84  A.  S.  R.  318  and  not«,  51 
53  L.R.A.  849  and  note;  Morrill  v.  L.R.A.  410  and  note,  overmled  by  El- 
Palmer,  68  Vt.  1, 33  AU.  829,  33  L.E.A,  liott  v.  Capital  City  State  Bank,  128 
411.  la.  275,  103  N.  W.  777,  111  A.  S.  R. 

Note:  25  A.  S.  R.  227.  198,  1  L.E.A.(N.S.)  1130,  as  applied 

17.  Lewey  v.  H.  C.  Fricke  Coke  Co.,  to  certificates  of  deposit;  McMollen  v. 
166  Pa.  St.  536,  31  Atl.  261,  45  A.  S.  B.  Winfield  Bldg.,  etc.,  Ass'n,  64  Kan, 
684  and  note,  28  L.B.A.  283.  298,  67  Pac.  893,  91  A.  S.  B.  236  and 

18.  Bosenthal  v.  Walker,  111  U.  S.  note,  56  L.B.A.  924  and  note;  Wear  v. 
185,  4  S.  Ct.  382,  28  U.  S.  (It  ed.)  Skinner,  46  Md.  257,  24  Am.  Rep. 
395 ;  Sno^aas  v.  Decatur  Branch  517 ;  First  Massachusetts  Turnpike 
Bank,  25  Ala.  161,  60  Am.  Dec.  505  Corp.  v.  Field,  3  Mass.  201,  3  Am. 
and  note;  Conditt  v,  Holden,  92  Ark.  Dec.  124  and  note;  Leslie  v.  Jaquith, 
618,  123  S.  W.  765,  135  A.  S.  B.  206  201  Mass.  242,  87  N.  E.  480, 131  A.  S. 
and  note;  Marshall  t.  Budianan,  35  R.  395  and  note ;  Qroendal  v.  Westrate, 
Cal.  264,  95  Am.  Dee.  95;  Castro  v.  171  Mich.  92, 137  N.  W.  87,  Ann.  Cas. 
Oeil,  110  Cal.  292,  42  Pac  804,  52  1914B  906  and  note;  Donglas  v,  Corry, 
A.  S.  E.  84  and  note;  lightner  Min.  46  Ohio  St  3^,  21  N.  £.  440, 15  A.  S. 
Co.  T.  Lane,  161  Cal  689,  120  Pac.  E.  604  and  note;  Shelby  v.  Shaner,  28 
771,  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  1093;  Eising  v.  Okla.  605,  116  Pac.  786,  34  L.E.A. 
Andrews,  66  Conn.  58,  33  Atl.  585,  50  (N.S.)  621;  Smith  v.  Blaohley,  198  Pa. 
A.  S.  R.  75  and  note;  Lieberman  v.  St.  173,  47  Atl.  985,  53  L.E.A,  849  and 


Digitized  by  Google 


LIMITATION  OF  ACTIONS 


17  R.  C.  L. 


effect  are  founded  oo  the  construction  of  Che  statute  relating  thereto 
and  providing  either  in  substance  or  expressly  for  that  result.^*  But 
a  statute,  providing  that  in  the  case  of  a  cause  of  action  for  relief 
on  the  ground  of  fraud  and  containing  an  exception  that  the  cause 
of  action  in  such  case  shall  not  be  deemed  to  have  accrued  until 
the  discovery  of  the  fraud,  does  not  apply  to  an  action  founded  on 
the  violation  of  a  contract,  because  of  an  allegation  of  fraud  relating 
to  the  breach  *®  Again,  a  statute  limiting  the  pefiod  within  which 
"actions  for  relief  on  the  ground  of  fraud"  must  be  commenced  will 
not  preclude  ft  mortgagee  from  showing,  in  a  foreclosure  suit  insti- 
tuted after  the  lapse  of  that  period,  that  a  prior  deed  under  which 
the  defendant  seeks  to  make  title  was  fraudulent  as  to  the  subsequent 
creditors  of  the  grantor.*  And  the  fraudulent  concealment  of  a  cause 
of  action  at  law  will  not  prevent  the  running  of  the  statute  of  Umitar 
tions,  where  the  statute  expressly  states  that  it  shall  not  run  under 
puch  circumstances  in  cases  cogni?able  in  equity.*  But  where  every 
fact  which  goes  to  constitute  a  cause  of  action,  except  that  of  the 
defendant's  negligence,  is  known  to  the  plaintiff,  it  has  been  held 
that  the  concealment  of  that  fact  does  not  suspend  the  operation  of 
the  statute.' 

218.  IMIigence  Required  as  to  Obtaining  Knowledge. — There  is  a 
limitation  on  the  general  rule,  as  to  the  statute  running  from  the 
time  of  the  discovery  of  a  fraud,  to  the  effect  that  a  plaintiff  cannot 
excuse  his  delay  in  instituting  suit  on  the  ground  of  fraudulent 
concealment  of  his  cause  of  action  if  his  failure  to  discover  it  is 
attributable  to  his  own  neglect.*  If  the  fraud  ought  to  have  been 
discovered,  and  would  have  been  if  reasonable  diligence  had  been 
exercised  by  the  plaintiff,  the  statute  will  run  from  the  time  such 
discovery  ought  to  have  been  made.*  To  prevent  the  barring  of  an 

note;  Borov.  HideU,122Tenn.  80, 120  159,  89  N.  B.  193,  40  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

S.  W.  961,  135  A.  S.  R.  857;  Munson  314;  Amaker  v.  New,  33  S.  C.  28,  11 

V.  Hallowell,  26  Tex.  475,  84  Am.  Dec.  S.  E.  386,  8  L.R.A.  687  and  note. 

582  and  note;  Texas,  etc.,  E.  Co.  v.  20.  Afrdiison,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Atchison 

Gay,  86  Tex.  571.  2«  S.  W.  599,  26  Grain  Co.,  68  Kan.  585,  75  Pae.  1051, 

L.R.A.  52.  1  Ann.  Cas.  639  and  note. 

Notes :  25  L.R.A.  567;  15  Ann.  Cas.  1.  Jackson  v.  Plyler,  38  S.  C.  496, 17 

1209.  S.  E.  255,  37  A.  S.  R.  782. 

19.  Fleming  v.  Black  Warrior  Cop-  2.  Pietsch  v.  Milbrath,  123  Wis.  647, 

per  Co.,  15  Ariz.  1,  136  Pac.  273,  51  101  N.  W.  388, 102  N.  W.  342,  107  A. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  99;  Boyd  v.  Blankman,  S.  R.  1017,  68  L.R.A.  945  and  note. 

29  Cal.  19,  87  Am.  Dec.  146  and  note;  3.  McBride  v.  Burlington,  etc.,  R. 

Gregory  v.  Spieker,  110  Cal.  150,  42  Co.,  97  la.  91,  66  N.  W.  73,  69  A.  S.  E. 

Pac.  576,  52  A.  S.  R.  70  and  note;  395  and  note. 

Hovle  V.  Jones,  35  Ga.  40,  89  Am.  Dec.  4.  Texas,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Gay,  86  Tex. 

273;  Cnmberiand  Glass  Mfg.  Co.  v.  De  571,  26  S.  W.  599,  25  L.R.A.  52. 

Witt,  120  Md.  381,  87  Atl.  927.  Ann.  5.  Avery  v.  Cleary,  132  U.  S.  604, 

Cas.  1916A  702;  Old  Dominion  Copper  10  S.  Ct  220,  33  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  469; 

Uin.,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Bigelow,  203  Mass.  Woodruff  t.  WilUama,  35  Colo.  28,  85 
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action,  it  must  appear  that  tiie  fraud  not  on)y  was  not  discoTered, 
but  could  not  have  been  discovered  with  reasonable  diligence,  until 
within  the  statutory  period  before  the  action  was  begun,*  although 
it  is  sud  that  the  failure  to  use  such  diligence  may  bo  excused  when 
tliere  exists  a  relation  of  trust  and  confidence  between  the  parties, 
rendering  it  the  duty  of  the  party  committing  the  fraud  to  disclose 
to  the  other  the  truth,  and  where  it  was  through  the  acts  of  the 
former  that  the  latter  was  induced  to  refrain  from  inquiry.'  So  It 
has  been  held  that  a  complainant  is  not  chargeable  with  want  of 
diligence  in  not  discovering  the  fraud  of  his  guardian  in  concealing 
the  receipt  and  existence  of  property  when  such  guardian  was  his 
stepfather,  in  whose  family,  and  as  whose  child,  he  was  brought  ilp 
and  in  whom  be  had  implicit  confidence,  and  there  was  no  reason  for 
him  to  suspect  that  a  fraud  was  being  practiced  upon  him.  There 
being  nothing  to  put  him  on  inquiry  in  such  a  case  it  is  said  that 
he  cannot  be  presumed  to  have  known  anything  concerning  the 
fraud,  nor  not  to  have  used  due  diligence  because  he  did  not  suspect 
and  detect  it.^  But  the  discovery  of  fraud  which  starts  the  statute 
of  limitations  to  running  need  not  be  an  actual  discovery.*  The 
means  of  knowledge  may  be  in  eflfect  the  equivalent  of  knowledge 
itself.*'  The  law  does  not  contemplate  such  a  discovery  as  would 
give  positive  knowledge  of  a  fraud,  but  such  a  discovery  as  would 
lead  a  prudent  man  to  inquiry  or  action.  To  hold  that  the  discovery 
must  amount  to  absolute  knowledge  of  the  fa^  of  fraud  would  be 
to  render  the  statute  practically  inoperative,  as  such  knowledge  is 
rarely  had  before  the  facts  are  established  by  adjudication.**  If  it 
appears  that  the  party  has  knowledge  or  information  of  facts  suffi- 
cient to  put  a  prudent  man  upon  inquiry,  and  that  he  wholly  n^lecta 
to  make  any  inquiry,  or,  having  begun,  fails  to  prosecute  it  in  a 

Pac.  90,  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  986;  West  v.  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  364  and  note;  In  re 

Fry,  134  la.  675,  112  N.  W.  184,  11  Jennens,  50  L.  J.  Ch.  4,  43  L.  T.  N.  S. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  1191;  Wright  v.  Davis,  375,  29  W.  R.  70,  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas. 

28  Neb.  479,  44  N.  W.  490,  26  A.  S.  R.  359  and  note. 

347  and  note.  Note:  26  A.  S.  R.  351. 

Notes;  1  A.  S.  R.  788;  26  A,;S.  R.  7.  Gillett  v.  Wiley,  126  HI.  310,  19 

351;  7  L.R.A.  827;  4  Ann.  Cas.  1199.  N.  E.  287,  9  A.  S.  R.  587. 

6.  Wood  V.  Carpenter,  101  U.  S.  135,  8.  Lataillade  v.  Orena,  91  Cal.  565, 

25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  807;  Snodgrasa  v.  27  Pac.  924,  25  A.  S.  R.  219  and  note. 

Decatur  Branch  Bank,  25  Ala.  161,  60  9.  Note:  4  Ann.  Cas.  10!)9. 

Am.  Dec.  505  and  note;  Lataillade  v.  10.  Wood  v.  Carpenter,  101  U.  S. 

Orena,  91  Cal.  565,  27  Pac.  924,  25  135,  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  807;  Woodruff 

A.  S.  R.  219  and  note;  Reid  v.  Mat-  v.  Williams,  35  Colo.  28,  85  Pac.  90, 

thews,  102  Ga.  189,  29  S.  E.  173,  66  A.  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  986. 

S.  R.  164  and  note;  Price  v.  Mutual  11.  Hawley  v.  Page,  77  la.  239,  42 

Reserve  Life  Ins.  Co.,  102  Md.  683,  62  N.  W.  193,  14  A.  S.  R.  275  and  note; 

Atl.  1040,  4  L.R.A.  (N.S.)  870;  Willis  Clark  v.  Van  Loon,  108  la.  260,  79  N. 

V.  Howe,  [1893]  2  Ch.  545,  62  L.  J.  Ch.  W.  88,  75  A.  S.  B.  219  and  note. 
690,  69  L.  T.  N.  S.  358,  41  W.  R.  433, 
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reasonable  manner,  the  inference  of  actual  notice  is  said  to  be  neces- 
sary and  absolute."   And  in  tbis  connection  it  has  been  said  that 

the  word  "discovery"  in  a  limitation  statute  when  used  in  reference 
to  past  transactions  or  omissions  cannot  have  the  same  literal  mean- 
ing as  when  applied  to  the  discovery  of  a  new  continent  or  of  a 
principle  in  physics.  Fraud  in  a  past  and  consummated  transaction 
cannot  be  the  subject  of  direct  ocular  or  auricular  discovery  or  knowl- 
edge. The  discovery,  then,  of  which  the  statute  speaks  is  of  evidence 
or  of  evidential  facts  leading  to  a  belief  in  the  fraud  and  by  which 
its  existence  or  p^petration  may  be  established,  and  not  of  the  fraud 
itself  as  an  existing  entity.*'  Again,  in  determining  when  the  statute 
of  limitations  begins  to  run,  in  case  of  fraud,  regard  may  be  had 
to  the  condition  and  circumstances  of  the  person  on  whom  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  facts  is  to  operate.**  And  whether  the  plaintifiF  has  been 
guilty  of  such  neglect  in  respect  to  discovering  his  cause  of  action 
as  will  not  excuse  his  delay  in  instituting  suit  must  be  determined 
from  tiie  facts  of  each  case.** 

219.  Constructive  Notice  of  Fraud  from  Record  of  Writing. — ^While 
the  registry  of  an  instrument  does  not  necessarily  give  notice  of 
fraud  in  connection  with  its  execution,**  yet  it  is  a  general  rule 
that  when  the  means  of  discovery  lie  in  public  records,  required  by 
law  to  be  kept,  which  involve  the  very  transaction  in  hand  and  the 
interests  of  the  parties  to  the  litigation,  the  public  records  themselves 
are  sufficient  constructive  notice  of  the  fraud  to  set  the  statute  in 
motion,  and  one  who  has  the  means  of  thus  discovering  the  fraud 
cannot  plead  ignorance  of  it  in  order  to  evade  the  operation  of  the 
statute.*'  This  general  principle  has  been  held  to  be  true  even  though 
the  plaintiff  is  a  nonresident,**  and  has  been  applied  in  the  case 
of  a  power  of  attorney  duly  acknowledged  and  recorded  and  convey- 
ances executed  under  the  power  so  conferred,'*  and  where  property 
is  alleged  to  have  been  conveyed  to  or  taken  in  the  name  of  one 

12.  Parker  v.  Knhn,  21  Neb.  413,  32  Boone  County  v.  Burlington,  etc.,  B. 

N.  W.  74,  59  Am.  Rep.  838;  Plant  v.  Co.,  139  U.  S.  684,  11  S.  Ct.  687,  35 

Humphries,  66  W.  Va.  88,  66  8.  E.  U.  S,  (L.  ed.)  319;  Teall  v.  Schro- 

94,  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  658.  der,  158  U.  S.  172, 15  S.  Ct.  768,  39  U. 

Note:  7  L.R.A.  827.  S.  (L.  ed.)  938;  Clark  v.  Van  Loon, 

18.  Parker  v,  Kuhn,  21  Neb.  413,  32  108  la.  250,  79  N.  W.  88,  75  A.  S.  R. 

N.  W.  74,  69  Am.  Rep.  838.  219  and  note;  Wright  v.  Davis,  28  Neb. 

14.  Fenis  v.  Henderson,  12  Pa.  St.  479,  44  N.  W.  490,  26  A.  S.  R.  347  and 
49,  51  Am.  Dee.  580  and  note.  note;  Qarfield  County  v.  Renshaw,  23 

15.  Texas,  etc.,  B.  Co.  v.  Jay,  86  Okla.  56, 99  Pae.  638, 22  L.B.A.(N.S.) 
Tex.  671,  26  S.  W.  599,  25  L.B.A.  52.  207  and  note. 

16.  Gtodbold  V.  Lambert,  8  Bich.  £q.  18.  Clark  t.  Van  Loon,  108  la.  250, 
(S.  C.)  155,  70  Am.  Dec  192.  79  N.  W.  88,  75  A.  S.  B.  219  and  notew 

Note:  22  L.B.A.(N.S.)  213.  Note:  22  L.B.A.(N.S.)  208. 

17.  Norris  V.  Haggin,  136  XJ.  S.  386,  19.  TeaU  v.  Schroder,  158  U.  S.  172, 
10  8.  Ct.  942,  34  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  424;  15  8.  Ct  768,  39  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  938. 
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of  a  family,  in  fraud  of  creditors.***  So  where  an  insolvent  debtor 
executes  and.  records  a  deed  of  land  to  his  wife,  and  it  appears  from 
the  evidence  that  his  creditor  was  fully  aware  of  his  financial  con- 
dition, ^d  that  the  conveyance  to  his  wife  could  not  be  otherwise 
than  fraudulent,  or  that  by  the  most  superficial  examination  sug- 
gested by  facts  within  his  knowledge  he  might  have  had  full  and 
complete  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  the  title,  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions will  begin  tb  ran  from  the  date  of  the  recording  of  the  con- 
veyance, and  will  bar  the  creditor's  right  to  relief  after  the  statutory 
period  from  that  date.'  But  it  is  said  that  an  exception  to  the 
rule  that  the  public  records  are  constructive  notice  of  fraud,  so  as 
to  start  running  the  statute  of  limitations  against  an  action  by  the 
person  defrauded,  would  seem  to  be  especially  applicable  where,  be- 
tween the  person  defrauded  and  the  person  guilty  of  fraud,  tiiere 
existed  a  fiduciary  relation.*  And  it  has  been  held  that  in  the  absence 
of  laches  in  obtaining  a  judgment,  a  suit  to  set  aside  a  conveyance 
as  fraudulent,  begun  within  two  years  after  reoovwy  of  such  judg- 
ment, is  not  barred  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  a  statute  declaring 
that  actions  for  relief  on  the  ground  of  fraud  can  only  be  brought 
within  two  years  after  the  discovery,  and  this  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  the  conveyance  in  question  was  made  more  than  two  years 
prior  to  the  institution  of  such  suit,  plaintiff's  cause  of  action  not 
accruing  until  recovery  of  a  judgment.* 

220.  Character  of  Concealment. — ^It  seems  to  be  generally  held  that 
when  the  original  basis  of  the  action  is  not  actual  fraud,  there  must 
be  something  of  an  affirmative  character  designed  to  prevent,  and 
which  does  prevent,  a  discovery  of  the  cause  of  action  *  Mere  silence 
is  not  sufficient,*^  although  in  some  jurisdictions  if  the  fraud  itself 
be  secret  in  its  nature,  and  such  that  its  existence  cannot  be  readily 
ascertained,  or  if  there  be  fiduciary  relations  between  the  parties, 
there  need  be  no  evidence  of  a  fraudulent  concealment  other  than 

20.  Note:  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  210.  87;  Bates  v.  Preble,  151  U.  S.  149,  14 

1.  "Wright  V.  Davis,  28  Neb.  479,  44  S.  Ct.  277,  38  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  106;  Van 
N.  W.  490,  26  A.  S.  R.  347  and  note.  Ingin  v.  Duffm,  158  Ala.  318,  48  So. 

2.  Note:  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  215.  507,  132  A.  S.  B.  29;  Jackson  v. 

3.  Ziska  v.  Ziska,  20  Okla.  634,  95  Combs,  7  Mackey  (D.  C.)  608,  1 
Pae.  254,  23  L.B.A.(N.S.)  1.  L.R.A.  742  and  note;  Fortune  v.  Eng- 

4.  Fortune  v.  English,  226  111.  262,  lish,  226  111.  262,  80  N.  E.  781,  117 
80  N.  E.  781,  117  A.  S.  B.  253  and  A.  S.  B.  253  and  note,  9  Ann.  Gas. 
note,  9  Ann.  Cas.  77,  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  77,  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1005;  Miller  v. 
1005;  Smith  v.  Blachley,  198  Pa.  St.  Powers,  119  Ind.  79,  21  N.  E.  455,  4 
173,  47  AO.  085,  53  L.R.A.  849  and  L.R.A.  483  and  note;  Sankey  v,  Mc- 
note;  Bqyd  v.  Beebe,  64  W.  Va.  216,  61  Elevey,  104  Pa.  St.  265,  49  Am.  Rep. 
S,  E.  3H  17  L.B.A.(N.S.)  660  and  575;  Evert  v.  Tower,  51  Wash.  514,  99 
note.  Pac.  580,  21  L.R.A.(N.S.)  950  and 

6.  Wood  V.  Carpenter,  101  U.  S.  135,  note;  Boyd  v.  Beebe,  64  W.  Va.  216, 
25  n.  S.  (L.  ed.)  807:  Sima  v.  Eier-  61  S.  E.  304, 17  L.RJ^.(N.S.)  660  and 
faordt,  102  U.  S.  300,  26  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  note. 
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that  implied  from  the  transaction  itself.*  The  mere  failure  of  a 
party  to  disclose  a  fact  is  not  necessarily  a  fraudulent  .concealment, 
except  in  those  transactioxis  which  are  in  their  very  naturd  intrinsi- 
cally fiduciary  and  involve  a  condition  of  absolute  good  faith;  but 
it  is  only  silence  which  is  permitted,  as  any  statement,  word  or  act, 
which  tends  to  the  suppression  of  the  truth  renders  the  concealment 
fraudulent^  In  such  cases,  by  adding  to  the  original  fraud  afBrma- 
tive  efforts  to  divert  or  mislead  or  prevent  discovery,  a  continuing 
character  is  given  to  the  original  act  which  deprives  it  of  the  pro- 
tection of  the  statute  until  discovery.^  So  where  a  right  of  action 
exists  because  of  wrongful  conduct  which  does  not  involve  actual 
fraud,  in  order  to  prevent  the  statute  from  running  by  reason  of  the 
fraud  of  the  party  committing  it,  consisting  in  the  concealment  of 
such  conduct,  there  must  be  something  more  than  a  mere  failure, 
with  fraudulent  intent,  to  disclose  such  conduct,  unless  there  is  on 
the  party  committing  such  wrong  a  duty  to  make  a  disclosure  tiiereof 
by  reason  of  facts  and  circumstances,  or  the  existence  between  the 
parties  of  a  confidential  relation And  where  a  debtor  disclosed  to 
the  administrator  of  his  creditor  the  fact  of  his  indebtedness,  but 
omitted  to  state  the  amount,  this  was  held  not  to  be  such  fraudulent 
concealment  as  would  toll  the  statute.***  And  failure  of  a  purchaser 
of  merchandise  to  notify  the  seller  of  a  mistake  in  the  purchaser's 
favor  in  the  draft  for  the  price  is  not  fraud  within  the  meaning 
of  a  statute  providing  that,  in  an  action  for  relief  upon  the  ground 
of  fraud,  the  cause  of  action  shall  not  be  deemed  to  have  accrued  until 
a  discovery  by  the  aggrieved  party  of  the  facts  constituting  the  fraud.** 
Similarly  it  has  been  held  that  a  cause  of  action  for  alienation  of 
the  wife's  affections  is  not  fraudulently  concealed  so  as  to  prevent 
the  running  of  l^e  statute  of  limitations  by  the  agreement  of  parties 
guilty  of  adultery  to  deny  the  facts  which  are  known  only  to  them- 
selves and  the  husband,  as  a  cause  of  action  cannot  be  said  to  be 
concealed  from  one  who  has  a  personal  knowledge  of  the  facts  that 
create  it,  although  he  may  have  no  other  means  of  establishing  hia 
case  than  by  his  own  testimony.*^  Again,  the  sending  of  libelous 
matter  by  mail  to  another  state  where  the  letter  is  opened  and  read 
is  not  a  fraudulent  concealment  of  the  contents  of  the  letter  or  its 


6.  Bates  v.  Preble,  151  U.  S.  149, 14 
S.  Ct.  277,  38  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  106; 
American  Nat.  Bank  v.  Fidelity,  etc., 
Co.,  131  Oa.  854,  63  S.  E.  622,  21 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  962  and  note. 

7.  Jackson  v.  Combs,  7  Mackey  (D. 
C.)  608, 1  L.R.A.  742  and  note. 

8.  Smith  V.  Blachley,  198  Pa.  St. 
173,  47  Ati.  985,  63  URjl.  849  and 
note. 


9.  American  Nat.  Bank  v.  Fidelity, 
etc.,  Co.,  131  Qa.  854,  63  S.  E.  622,  21 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  962  and  note. 

10.  Sonkey  v.  McElevey,  104  Pa.  St 
265,  49  Am".  Rep.  575". 

11.  Evert  V.  Tower,  51  Wash.  514,  99 
Pae.  580,  21  L.R.A.(NS.)  950  and 
note, 

12.  Sanborn  v.  Gale,  162  Mass.  412, 
38  N.  E.  710,  26  L.R.A.  864  and  note. 
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publication,  or  of  the  cause  of  action  for  the  libel  bo  as  to  take  the 

case  out  of  the  operation  of  the  statute  of  limitations."  Where, 
however,  the  basis  of  an  action  is  actual  fraud,  the  mere  silence  of 
the  party  committing  it  is  generally  treated  as  a  'continuation  of 
the  original  fraud,  and  as  constituting  a  fraudulent  concealment, 
and  the  statute  of  limitations  does  not  begin  to  run  against  such 
rig^t  of  action  until  such  fraud  is  discovered  or  could  have  been 
discovered  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care  and  diligence.^*  In 
tniits  in  equity  seeking  relief  on  the  ground  of  fraud,  if  ignorance 
of  the  fraud  has  been  produced  by  affirmative  acts  of  the  guilty  party 
in  concealing  facts  from  the  complainant,  the  statute  of  limitations 
will  not  bar  relief  if  the  suit  was  brought  within  the  proper  time 
after  the  discovery  of  the  fraud.  If  the  fraud  is  concealed,  or  is  of 
such  a  character  as  to  conceal  itself,  so.  that  the  party  injured  remains 
in  ignorance  without  any  fault  or  want  of  (hligence  on  his  part, 
the  statute  does  not  begin  to  run,  though  there  are  no  special  cir- 
cumstances or  eflforts  on  the  part  of  the  persons  committing  the  fraud 
to  conceal  it  from  the  diligence  of  the  other  party.!**  ^jj^  generally 
acts  constituting  fraudulent  concealment  may  precede  or  be  concur- 
rent with  or  subsequent  to  the  accruing  of'  the  cause  of  action.  It 
is  important  only  that  they  are  of  a  character,  and  designed  to  operate 
after  the  cause  of  action  shall  arise,  to  prevent  its  discovery.** 

221.  Application  of  Principle  that  Statute  Runs  from  Discovery  of 
Fraud. — The  principle  that  the  period  commences  to  run  from  the 
time  of  the  discovery  of  the  fraud  or  from  the  time  when  with  reason- 
able diligence  it  should  have  been  discovered,  as  in  force  in  courts  of 
equity  and  in  courts  of  law  adopting  the  equitable  doctrine  or  acting 
under  express  statutory  provision,  has  been  applied  in  actions  by  clients 
against  attorneys  for  the  misappropriation  of  moneys  collected ; "  for 
mistake  and  false  representations  contained  in  an  abstract  of  titie ; 

15.  McCarlie  v.  Atkinson,  77  Miss.  See  Ott  v.  Hood,  152  Wis.  97,  139 
594,  27  So.  641,  78  A.  S.  E.  640  and  N.  W.  762,  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  636,  44 
note.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  524,  holdiog  that  if  an 

14.  American  Nat.  Bank  v.  Fidelity,  attorney  misrepresent  to  his  client  re- 

etc.,  Co.,  131  Ga.  854,  63  S.  E.  622,  21  specting    whether    he   has  eonected 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  962  and  note.  money  for  the  latter,  whereby  snch 

16.  Dorsey  Maeh.  Co.  v.  McCafErey,  client,  in  reasonable  reliance  thereon, 
139  Ind.  545,  38  N.  E.  208,  47  A.  S.  R.  fails  seasonably  to  invoke  the  law  for 
290  and  note.  See  also  Pearsall  v.  recovery  thereof,  thus  permitting  the 
Smith,  149  U.  S.  231, 13  S.  Ct.  833,  37  right  thereto  to  be  extinguished  by  the 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  713.  statute  of  limitations,  a  cause  of  action 

16.  Whitesell  v.  Strickler,  167  Ind.  accrues  in  favor  of  the  client  ageinst 
602,  78  N.  E.  845, 119  A.  S.  R.  524.  his  attorney  for  damages  for  such  in- 

17.  Wilder  v.  Secor,  72  la.  161,  33  jury.  See  supra,  par.  132  et  seq.,  as  to 
N.  W.  448,  2  A.  S.  R.  236  and  note;  attorneys  at  law. 

Douglas  V.  Corry,  46  Ohio  St.  349,  21      18.  Hillock  v.  Idaho  Title,  etc.,  Co., 

N.  E.  440, 15  A.  S.  R.  604  and  note.  22  Idaho  440,  126  Pac.  612,  42  L.R.A. 

Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  1209.  (N.S.)  178.   See  Abstbact  or  Title, 
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by  a  patient  against  a  physician  for  malpractice;'*  by  a  widow, 
not  suing  for  her  dower  as  such,  but  for  property  of  which  she 
has  been  defrauded,***  or  to  rescind  for  fraud  an  election  to  take 
under  the  law  ihsteaid  of  under  her  husband's  will ; '  by  a  shipper  to 
recover  for  unjust  discrimination  by  a  common  carrier;  •  by  a  mort- 
gagee for  the  fraudulent  concealment  and  removal  of  the  property;  • 
in  actions  of  trespass  to  recover  for  the  unlawful  underground  mining 
of  ore  belonging  to  another;*  against  the  liability  of  promoters  of  & 
corporation  to  account  to  the  corporation  for  illegal  acts  or  profits ;  ^ 
for  fraudulent  acts  by  officers  and  part  of  the  stockholders  of  a  corpo 
ration;  *  in  cases  of  fraudulent  conveyance; '  for  the  fraudulent  inclu 
sion  in  a  deed  of  land  not  intended  to  be  conveyed ;  *  for  fraud  in 
obtaining  a  decree  in  violation  of  an  agreement  to  dismi^  proceed 
ings;  *  for  misleading  a  judgment  debtor  so  as  to  prevent  redemptioi; 
from  an  execution  sale;  in  the  case  of  a  bill  to  obtain  a  settle 
ment  from  the  defendant  of  his  accounts  as  guardian  of  the  com- 
plainants and  relief  from  an  acknowledgment  of  a  settlement  oi 

vol.  1,  p.  99,  88  to  limitation  of  actions  A.  S.  R.  1017,  68  L.R.A.  945,  holding 

for  negligence  in  making  abstracts.  that  except  in  an  action  for  relief  on 

19.  Groeudal  v.  Westrate,  171  Mich,  the  ground  of  fraud  in  a  case  cogniza- 
92,  137  N.  W.  87,  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  ble  solely  in  a  court  of  equity,  the 
906  and  note.  See  also  Phtsioians  running  of  the  statute  of  limitations  is 
AND  Surgeons.  not  postponed  until  the  discovery  by 

20.  Jones  t.  Vim  Doren,  130  U.  S.  the  aggrieved  party  of  the  fraud,  and 
634,  9  S.  Ct  685,  32  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  a  cause  of  action  by  a  corporation 
1077.  against  its  promoters  to  recover  unlaw- 

1.  Whitesell  v.  Strickler,  167  Ind.  ful  profits  obtained  by  them  is  not 
602,  78  N.  E.  845, 119  A.  S.  R.  524.  solely  cognizable  in  a  court  of  equity, 

2.  Carrier  t.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  79  there  being  an  adequate  remedy  at 
la.  80,  44  N.  W.  203,  6  L.R.A.  799  and  law.  See  also  Corporations,  toL  7, 
note;  Cook  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R,  Co.,  81  p.  79,  as  to  statutes  of  limitations  in 
la.  551,  46  N.  W.  1080,  25  A.  S.  R.  action  against  promoters. 

512,  9  L.R.A.  764.   See  Cabriers,  vol.  6.  Dorsey  Mach.  Co.  v.  McCaffrey, 

4,  p.  565'et  seq.,  as  to  discrimination  139  Ind.  545,  38  N.  E.  208,  47  A.  S.  R, 
in  rates  generally.  290  and  note. 

3.  R«id  V.  Matthews,  102  Ga.  189,  29  7.  Marshall  v.  Buchanan,  36  Cal. 

5.  E.  173,  66  A.  S.  B.  164  and  note.  264,  95  Am.  Dec.  95;  Amaker  v.  New, 
See  also  Mortgages.  33  S.  C.  28,  U  S.  E.  386,  8  L.R.A.  687 

4.  Lightner  Min.  Co.  v.  Lane,  161  and  note;  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Tit- 
Cal.  689,  120  Pac.  771,  Ann.  Cas.  terington,  84  Tex.  218, 19  S.  W.  472,  31 
1913C  1093;  Lewey  v.  H.  C.  Fricke  A.  S.  B.  39  and  note.  See  Fraudu- 
Coke  Co.,  166  Pa.  St.  536,  31  Atl.  261,  lent  Convetanoks,  vol.  12,  p.  652,  as 
45  A.  S.  R.  684  and  note,  28  L.R.A.  to  running  of  statute  in  cases  of 
'283.  See  also  Mines,  as  to  actions  for  fraudulent  conveyances. 

extracting  ore  belonging  to  another.  8.  Davis  v.  Monroe,  187  Pa.  St.  212, 

5.  Old  Dominion  Copper  Min.,  etc.,  41  Atl.  44,  67  A.  S.  R.  581  and  note. 
Co.  v.  Bigelow,  203  Mass.  159,  89  N.  9.  Jacobs  v.  Snyder,  76  la.  582,  41 
E.  193,  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  314.  Com-  N.  W.  207,  14  A.  S.  R.  235  and  note, 
pare  Pietsch  v.  Milbruth,  123  Wis.  647,  10.  Grafifam  v.  Burgess,  117  U.  S. 
101  N.  W.  388,  102  N.  W.  342,  107  180, 6  S.  Ct  686, 29  U.  S.  (U  ed.)  830. 
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such  accounis  made  by  them  and  a  decree  entered  thereon ;  for 
defrauding  a  woman  out  of  many  years  of  service  and  causing  her 
to  live  for  that  time  in  a  false  conjugal  position;  and  in  an  action 
fOT  money  had  and  received  against  one  who  fraudulently  procures 
the  surrender  of  his  own  past  due  note  without  payment."*  As  to 
personal  property  in  the  hands  of  a  thief  who  has  removed  it  from 
the  vicinity  of  tiie  owner,  or  secreted  it  from  him,  it  has  been  held 
that  the  statute  does  not  begin  to  run  until  he  returns  the  property 
to  that  viciniiy,  or  openly  and  notoriously  holds  it,  so  that  the  owner 
may  have  a  reasonable  opportunity  of  knowing  its  whereabouts  and 
of  asserting  his  title.  But  when  he  does  this,  the  statute  begins  to 
run,  although  the  proof  may  show  it  to  have  been  stolen  property; 
not  on  the  theory  that  the  thief  is  to  be  protected,  but  because  of 
the  laches  of  the  owner  in  not  asserting  his  title  for  so  long  a  period 
as  the  statute  gives  him.^^  And  where  one  takes  up  an  estray,  and 
in  bad  faith  keeps  and  claims  the  animal  as  his  own  without  adver- 
tising as  required  by  law,  it  has  been  held  that  the  statute  does  not 
run  against  the  owner  until  he  discovers  the  fraud.^*  But  an  agree- 
ment to  keep  a  partnership  secret,  and  its  mere  concealment  from  the 
plaintiff,  who  sold  goods  to  one  of  the  firm  individually,  which  goods 
went  to  the  uses  of  the  concern,  does  not  amount  to  such  a  fraud 
as  will  avoid  the  statute  of  limitations  against  the  plaintiff,  who  did  not 
discover  the  partnership  until  after  the  bar  of  the  statute  had  oper- 
ated against  him.^*  And  a  cause  of  action  does  not  accrue,  nor  a 
statute  of  limitations  commence  to  run  against  the  right  to  set  aside 
assignment  for  fraud  at  the  time  of  the  discovery  of  the  fraud,  if 
the  right  to  maintain  the  action  ia  not  perfect,  nor  until  it  becomes 
perfect.*' 

222.  Agent's  Knowledge  and  Concealment. — Although  it  has  been 

held  that  the  fraudulent  concealment  of  a  cause  of  action,  to  take 
it  out  of  the  operation  of  the  statute,  must  be  that  of  the  party 
sought  to  be  charged  and  that  a  principal  who  has  no  knowledge  of 
the  fraud  of  his  agent  is  not  guilty  of  fraudulent  concealment  so  as 
to  prevent  the  running  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  upon  the  theory 
that  though  the  principal  is  liable  for  his  agent's  unauthorized  acte 
within  the  limits  and  execution  of  the  agency,  he  is  not  liable  beyond 
that,>^  yet  in  other  cases  it  is  decided  that  principals  are  bound  by 

11.  WiUis  T,  Rice,  167  Ala.  252,  48  123  S.  W.  765,  135  A.  S.  R.  206  and 
So.  397,  131  A.  S.  R.  55.  note. 

12.  Morrill  v.  Palmer,  68  Vt.  1,  33  16.  Soule  v.  Atkinson,  18  Cal  226, 
Atl.  829,  33  L.R.A.  411.  79  Am.  Dec.  174. 

13.  Penobscot  R.  Co.  v.  Mayo,  67  Me.  17.  GatoB  v.  Andrews,  37  N.  Y.  657, 
470,  24  Am.  Rep.  45.  97  Am.  Dec.  764  and  note. 

14.  Shelbv  v.  Sbaner,  28  Okla.  605,  18.  Wood  v.  Williams,  142  111.  269, 
115  Pac.  785,  34  L.R.A.{N.S.)  621.  31  N.  E.  681.  34  A.  S.  R.  79  and  note. 

16.  Conditt  t.  Holden,  92  Ark.  618,  See  Equitt,  vol.  10,  p.  325,  as  to 
R.  0.  L.  Vol.  XVn.— 65.  865 
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the  knowledge  of  their  agent,  in  his  mind  at  the  time  of  bis  acting 
for  them."  In  such  cases  it  has  been  said  that  the  fraud  of  the 
agents  will  be  imputed  to  the  principal  for  the  purpose  of  prevwting 
the  running  of  tJbie  statute  of  limitations  whether  the  principal  was 
aware  of  it  or  not.  It  is  an  injustice  to  allow  such  fraud  to  become 
successful  by  reason  of  lapse  of  time  and  concealment,  and  it  is 
precisely  the  same  in  effect  and  extent  whether  the  fraud  is  that 
of  the  prineipal  or  his  agent.  The  principal,  having  received  the 
benefit  of  his  agent's  fraud,  has  not  equity  in  his  favor.*'  So  it 
has  been  held  that  if  a  husband,  in  converting  property,  acts  as  tiie 
agent  of  his  wife  and  with  her  knowledge  and  ^>provaI,  and,  in  an 
attempt  to  recover  the  value  of  the  articles  converted,  their  owner 
is  met  with  the  assertion  that  the  husband  was  entitled  to  such  articles, 
and  in  making  such  claim  he  acted  as  agent  of  his  wife,  and  she  must 
have  known  of  this  fact,  his  acts  must  be  regarded  as  her  acts,  and 
she  must  be  adjudged  guilty  of  fraudulently  concealing  her  liability. 
In  such  a  case  it  has  been  decided  that  the  statute  does  not  begin 
to  run  in  her  favor  until  the  person  injured  has  received  knowledge 
of  hei  liability.*  On  the  other  hand,  upon  the  theory  that  prin- 
cipals are  bound  by  the  knowledge  of  their  agents,  it  has  been  held 
that  a  woman  who  employs  her  brother  to  recover  property  of  which 
she  has  been  deprived  by  fraud  is  affected  with  his  knowledge  of  her 
cause  of  action  so  that  ^e  statute  of  limitations  begins  to  run  against 
her  from  the  date  he  acquires  the  knowledge,  even  though  there  was 
a  fraudulent  concealment  of  the  cause  of  action.* 

223.  Effect  on  Surety  of  PrincipaPs  Concealment. — surety's  lia- 
bility is  measured  by  that  of  his  principal  and  where,  owing  to  the 
concealed  fraud  of  the  latter,  the  statute  has  not  commenced  to 
run,  the  surety  will  not  be  permitted  to  invoke  the  protection  of 
the  statute  on  the  ground  that  he  was  innocent  of  the  fraud.'  There- 
fore, where,  because  of  fraud  of  a  principal  in  the  concealing  and 
misappropriation  of  money,  the  statute  does  not  run  against  him,  it 
does  not  run  against  the  sureties  on  his  bond.*    The  reason  in 

fraud  of  Bgtaia  or  third  pemms  gen-     3.  Eising  v.  Andrews,  66  Conn.  58, 


19.  LigbtDer  Min.  Co.  v.  Lane,  161  Lieberman  v.  Wilmington  First  Nat. 
Cal.  689,  120  Pac.  771,  Ann.  Caa.  Bank,  2  Penn.  (Del.)  416,  45  Atl.  901, 
1913C  1093;  Boro  v.  Hidell,  122  Tenn.  82  A.  S.  R.  414  and  note,  48  L.R.A. 
80,  120  S.  W.  961,  135  A.  S.  R.  857.  514;  McMoUen  v.  Winfield  Bldg.,  etc., 

20.  Ligbtner  Min.  Co.  v.  Lane,  161  Aasoc.,  64  Kan.  298,  67  Pac.  892,  91 
Cal.  689,  120  Pac.  771,  Ann.  Cas.  A.  S.  R.  236,  56  L.R.A.  924  and  note. 
1913C  1093.  4.  Eising  v.  Andrews,  66  Conn.  58, 

1.  Leslie  v.  Jaqnith,  201  Mass.  242,  33  Atl.  586,  50  A.  S.  R.  75  and  note; 
87  N.  E.  480,  131  A.  S.  R.  395  and  McMuUen  v.  Winfield  Bldg^  etc., 
note.  Assoc.,  64  Kan.  298,  67  Pac.  892,  91 

2.  Boro  T.  Hidell,  122  Tenn.  80, 120  A.  S.  R.  236  and  note,  56  L.B.A.  924. 
B.  W.  961,  135  A.  S.  R.  867  and  note. 

866 


erally. 


33  AtL  585,  50  A  S.  R.  75  and  note; 


Digitized  by 


Google 


17  R.  a  u 


LIMITATION  OF  ACTIONS 


H  234,  226 


such  cases  seems  to  be  that  the  sureties  guarantee  the  good  conduct 
and  faitbfuhiess  of  the  principal  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
his  office,  and  that  in  equity  and  good  conscience  they  should  not 
be  exempt  from  liability  fer  his  misconduct  and  pecuUtions,  when 
by  fraudulent  concealment  he  has  prevented  discovery  until  the 
time  limited  by  the  statute  to  bring  action  has  expired.  Any  other 
construction  would  make  the  very  frauds  against  which  the  sureties 
covenanted  the  means  of  relief  from  liability.  The  bond  in  such 
casOf  instead  of  securing  the  faithfulness  of  the  officer,  would  tend  to 
promote  on  his  part  skilfully  and  fraudulently  concealed  peculations, 
and  would  be  an  inducement  to  fraud.' 

224.  Concealment  by  Vendor. — ^It  is  said  to  be  clear  and  well  set- 
tled that  the  statute  of  limitations  protects  a  fraudulent  vendee  and 
that  the  concealment  of  a  ciause  of  action  by  the  vendor  will  not 
prevent  the  running  of  the  statute  in  favor  of  such  a  vendee.*  And 
as  against  an  innocent  purchaser  of  stolen  property  it  has  been  held 
that  the  statute  commences  at  the  time  he  takes  possession  by  virtue 
of  the  sale.  But,  unless  the  statute  began  to  run  while  the  prop- 
erty was  in  the  hands  of  the  thief,  the  grantee  cannot  tack  to  his 
unexpired  period  the  time  it  was  in  the  thief's  possession.  And 
if  the  buyer  be  not  an  innocent  purchaser,  if  he  knew  it  to  be  stolen 
property,  he  was  but  the  receiver  of  stolen  property,  and  the  statute 
would  not  begin  to  run  as  to  him  until  he  should  have  done  with 
it  what  a  thief  is  required  to  do  in  order  to  bring  it  within  the  opera- 
tion of  the  statute.' 


Infancy 

225.  In  General. — The  exemptions  from  the  operation  of  statutes 
of  limitation  usually  accorded  to  infants  do  not  rest  upon  any  gen- 
eral doctrine  of  the  law  that  they  cannot  be  subjected  to  their  action, 
but,  as  a  general  rule,  upon  express  language  in  those  statutes  giving 
them  time  after  majority,  or  after  cessation  of  coverture,  to  assert 
their  rights.^  So  a  statute  of  nonclaim  prescribing  the  time  within 
which  claims  against  decedents^  estates  shall  be  filed  has  been  held 
applicable  to  infants,  unless  they  are  expressly  excepted  from  its 
operation,  as  a  court  will  not  defeat  the  legislative  purpose  by  reading 
an  exception  into  the  statute.  And  the  infancy  of  a  claimant  against 

6.  Liebennan  t.  Witmiogton  First  7.  Shelby  v.  Shaner,  28  Okla.  606, 

Nat.  Bank,  2  Penn.  (Del.)  416,  45  Atl.  115  Pao.  785,  34  L.B.A.(N.S.)  621  and 

901,  82  A.  S.  R.  414  and  note,  48  note. 

L.R.A.  514.  8.  Vance  v.  Vance,  108  U.  S.  514,  2 

6.  Boro  V.  Hidell,  122  Tenn.  80,  120  S.  Ct.  854,  27  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  808. 

S.  W.  961, 135  A.  S.  R.  857.  See  also  Note:  13  Am.  Dee.  369. 
Vbndob  and  Purguaseb. 
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a  decedent's  estate  is  not  a  "peculiar  circumstance  entitling  him  to 
equitable  relief/'  within  the  meaning  of  such  an  exception  to  the 
bar  of  the  statute.*  Ordinarily,  under  the  statutes  generally  in 
forc9,  if  infancy  exists  when  the  cause  of  action  first  accrues,  the 
action  is  generally  extended  for  a  certain  period  after  the  infant 
becomes  of  age.'**  And  if  a  right  of  action  accrues  to  a  female  infant, 
and  she  afterwards  marries,  the  coverture  does  not  create  an  addi- 
tional disability,  but,  notwithstanding  the  coverture,  an  action  must 
be  brought  within  the  specified  period  after  she  becomes  of  age,  or 
the  claim  will  be  barred.*^  But  although  it  is  generally  held  that 
infancy  does  not  have  the  effect  of  suspending  a  limitation  statute 
unless  expressly  excepted  from  its  operation,  yet,  in  at  least  one 
jurisdiction,  the  maxim  that  the  law  does  not  seek  to  compel  a  man 
to  do  that  which  he  cannot  possibly  perform  has  been  made  the  basis 
for  the  principle  that  physical  and  mental  inability  to  comply  with 
a  statutory  provision  excuses  the  noncomplicmce.  Proceeding  upon 
this  theory  it  has  been  decided  that,  although  infancy  in  and  of 
itself  does  not  suspend  the  time  prescribed  by  statute  for  the  filing 
of  a  claim  against  a  municipality  for  damages  resulting  from  the 
happening  of  an  accident,  where  the  filing  of  such  claim  ia  a  con- 
dition precedent  to  the  right  to  maintain  an  action,'*  yet  immatmw 
infancy,  which  includes  the  age  of  five  years,  is,  as  a  matter  of  law, 
a  condition  of  physical  and  mental  inability  excusing  compliance 
with  a  requirement  thaX  a  verified  statement  of  claim  for  personal 
injuries  be  filed  within  a  designated  time  and  that  a  child  of  that 
age  should  not  be  prejudiced  by  the  failure  of  its  father  or  mother 
to  file  the  same,  it  being  declared  that  inability  ia  attributable  to  a 
first  period  of  infancy  while  ability  is  attributable  to  a  final  period, 
as  a  matter  of  law,  and  through  a  period  lying  between  those  two 
the  question  of  ability  is  a  question  of  fact  to  be  submitted  to  and 

9.  Boyle  v.  Boyle,  126  la.  167,  101  Draper  v.  Clayton,  87  Neb.  443,  127 
N.  W.  748,  3  Ann.  Caa.  575  and  note.     N.   W.  369,   29  L.R.A.(N.S.)  153; 

10.  Snare,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Friedman,  169  Scallon  v.  Manhattan  R.  Co.,  185  N.  Y. 
Fed.  1,  94  C.  C.  A.  369,  40  L.R.A.  359,  78  N.  E.  284,  7  Ann.  Caa.  168: 
(N.S.)  367;  Hindman  v.  O'Connor,  54  Laiming  v.  Brown,  84  Ohio  St.  385,  95 
Ark.  627,  16  S.  W.  1052,  13  L.R.A.  N.  E.  921,  Ann.  Caa.  1912C  772;  HiU 
490;  FaUs  v.  Wright,  55  Ark.  562,  18  v.  Sanders,  4  Rich.  L.  (S.  C.)  521,  55 
S.  W.  1044,  29  A.  S.  R.  74;  WaUace  v.  Am.  Dec  696  and  note. 

Swepston,  74  Ark.. 520,  86  S.  W.  398,  Note:  33  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  172. 

109  A.  S.  R.  94  and  note;  Putnal  v.  11.  Stanley  v.  Schwalby,  162  U.  8. 

Walker,  61  Fla.  720,  55  So.  844,  36  255,  16  S.  Ct.  754,  40  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

LJl.A.(N.S.)  33;  Maaon  v.  Odum,  210  960. 

III.  471,  71  N.  E.  386,  102  A.  S.  E.  Note:  33  U,  S.  (L.  ed.)  173. 

180;  Cooper  v.  Sunderland,  3  la.  114,  12.  Winter  v.  Niagara  Falls,  190  N. 

66  Am,  Dee.  52;  Thompson  v.  Burge,  T.  198,  82  N.  E.  1101, 123  A.  S.  R.  540, 

60  Kan.  549,  57  Pac,  110,  72  A.  S.  R.  13  Ann.  Cas.  486  and  note;  Murphy  v. 

369  and  note;  Low  v.  Ramsey,  135  Ky.  Ft.  Edward,  213  N.  Y.  397,  107  N.  E. 

S33, 122  S.  W.  167,  135  A.  S.  R.  459;  716,  Ann.  Cas.  19160  1040  and  note. 
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dQtermined  by  the  jury.^*  Again,  where  a  decree  against  an  infant 
and  deeds  thereunder  have  been  obtained  through  fraud,  and  the 
infant  is  not  guilty  of  lachea,  the  statute  of  limitations  will  not  begin 
to  run  against  him  until  the  discovery  of  the  fraud;  and  the  burden 
of  showing  such  knowledge  as  will  set  the  statute  in  operation  rests 
on  the  other  party.**  But  it  has  been  held  that  the  infancy  of  some 
of  the  complainants  will  not  prevent  the  running  of  the  statute 
if  there  be  any  who  are  not  under  disability.** 

226.  Right  of  Action  in  Personal  Representative. — There  is  some 
diversity  of  opinion  on  the  question  as  to  how  far  the  rights  of  an 
infant  are  affected  when  his  property  is  in  the  hands  of  a  trustee, 
executor  or  guardian.  Some  decisions  support  the  view  that,  in  such 
a  case,  where  the  one  in  whom  the  right  of  action  has  vested  is  under 
no  legal  disability,  the  statute  begins  to  run  notwithstanding  the  dis- 
ability of  the  minor."  In  other  states  it  is  held  that  where  infancy 
is  within  the  saving  clause  of  the  statute,  the  period  does  not  begin 
to  run  against  an  infant  even  though  there  is  a  guardian  who  might 
sue  the  claim  in  question,  nor  even  though  other  persons  are  jointly 
interested  in  the  claim,  who  are  of  full  age,  «ntil  the  age  of  majority 
has  been  reached.*'  And  it  has  also  been  decided  that  the  disability 
of  an  infant  will  save  him  from  the  operation  of  the  statute  notwith- 
standing the  next  friend  by  whom  he  sues  was  under  no  disability, 
and  could  have  brought  the  action  at  any  time  after  the  cause  there- 
for accrued.*®  So  where  a  posthumous  child  is  entitled  to  recover 
damages  for  the  4e&th  of  his  father,  resulting  from  injuries  inflicted 
by  another,  it  has  been  held  that  liie  statute  does  not  begin  to  run 
against  him  from  the  time  when  the  cause  of  action  accrued  merely 
because  his  mother  was  capable  of  commencing  suit  at  that  time.*' 

227.  Statute  Attaching  during  Life  of  Ancestor. — ^A  question  which 
the  courts  have  frequently  been  called  upon  to  determine  is  the 
effect  of  infancy  where  iJroperty  has  descended  to  infant  heirs,  the 
statute  having  commenced  to  run  against  the  ancestor.  The  gen- 
eral rule  in  such  cases  seems  to  he  that  the  statute  of  limitations 


13.  Murphy  v.  Ft.  Edward,  213  N. 
Y.  397, 107  N.  E,  716,  Ann.  Caa.  1916C 
1040  and  note. 

14.  Long  V.  Mnlford,  17  Ohio  St 
484,  93  Am.  Dec.  638  and  note. 

15.  Allen  v.  Beal,  3  A.  K.  Marsh. 
(Ky.)  554, 13  Am.  Dec.  203;  Anding  v. 
Davis,  38  Miss.  574,  77  Am.  Dec  658 
and  note.  Compare  Wilkins  v.  Philips, 
3  Ohio  49,  17  Am.  Dec.  579  and  note, 
holding  that  if  one  of  the  parties  to  a 
writ  of  error  is  within  the  saving  clause 
of  the  statute  of  limitations,  the  ease  is 
saved  for  all  the  parties. 


16.  Notes:  36  Am.  Dee.  68:  2  A:  S. 

R.  47. 

17.  Grimsby  v.  Hudnell,  76  Ga.  378, 
2  A.  8.  R.  46  and  note. 

Notes :  33  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  172;  36  Am. 

Dec.  69. 

18.  Frost  V.  Eastern  R.  Co.,  64  N.  H. 
220,  9  Atl.  790,  10  A.  S.  R.  396  and 
note;  Murphy  v.  Ft.  Edward,  213  N. 
Y.  397,  107  N.  B.  716,  Ann.  Gas.  1916C 
1040  and  note. 

19.  Nelson  V.  Galveston,  etc.,  R.  Co., 
78  Tex.  621, 14  S.  W.  1021,  22  A.  S.  B. 
81,  11  L.B.A.  391. 
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haWng  begun  to  run  in  the  lifetime  of  the  one  in  whose  favor  the 
right  originally  accrued/ its  operation  is  not  auqtended  or  interrupted 
by  the  death  of  such  person  and  the  infancy  of  the  one  to  whom 
the  right  descends.  In  other  words,  when  the  statute  has  begun 
to  run  against  the  ancestor,  the  heir,  although  an  infant  at  the  time 
the  anc^tor  died,  has  no  extension  of  time  on  that  account  within 
which  to  sue.  The  protection  afforded  by  the  statute  is  for  those  to 
whom  the  right  or  title  fu^t  accrues,  and  who  may  at  that  time  be 
under  the  disability  mentioned.'*^  So  it  has  been  decided  that  where 
the  period  of  limitations  has  commenced  to  run  in  favor  of  a  person 
in  possession  of  land  against  an  owner  who  is  under  no  disability, 
the  running  of  the  time  is  not  interrupted  by  the  infancy  of  a  person 
succeeding  to  the  owner's  interest,^  even  if  the  legal  title  is  in  trustees.* 
The  rule  is  based  upon  the  theory  that  for  the  purpose  of  the  statute 
the  ancestor  and  heir  are  regarded  as  one  person  with  but  one  cause 
of  action,  which  accrued  in  the  lifetime  of  the  ancestor,  and  is  said 
to  be  well  established  by  authorities  of  the  highest  standing  *  And 
as  regards  the  enforcement  of  claims  owing  the  decedent  which  are 
regarded  as  personalty  and  pass  to  his  personal  representatives,  the 
infancy  of  heirs  or  next  of  kin  to  whom  the  personal  representativeB 
surrender  .the  right  to  enforce  such  claims  does  not  affect  the  run- 
ning of  the  statute  of  limitations  against  their  enforcement,  as  they 
can  occupy  no  better  position  than  the  personal  representatives.*  So 
it  has  been  held  that  if  the  right  of  an  administrator  to  sue  is  barred 
by  limitation,  the  right  of  a  posthumous  heir  represented  by  him 
and  born  after  his  appointment  is  also  barred,  and  his  infancy  does 
not  stop  the  running  of  the  statute.* 

Legal  Proceedinga 

228.  In  General. — Where  the  character  gf  legal  proceedings  is  such 
that  the  law  restrains  one  of  the  parties  from  exercising  a  legal 
remedy  against  another,  the  running  of  the  statute  of  limitatitms 
applicable  to  the  remedy  is  postponed,  or,  if  it  has  commenced  to 
run,  is  suspended,  during  the  time  the  restraint  incident  to  the  pro- 

20.  JacksoD  V.  Moore,  13  Johns.  (N.  note,  3  British  Rul.  Cas.  737  and  notew 
Y.)  513,  7  Am.  Dec.  398;  Seallon  t.  2.  Oarner  v.  Wingrove,  [19051  2  Ch. 
Manhattan  R.  Co.,  185  N.  T.  359, 78  N.  233,  74  L.  J.  Ch.  545,  53  W.  B.  588, 
E.  284,  7  Ann.  Cas.  168  and  note;  Qar-  93  L.  T.  N.  S.  131,  3  Ann.  Cos.  837 
ner  t.  Widgrove,  [1905]  2  Ch.  233,  74  and  note,  3  British  Bnl.  Cas.  737  and 
L.  J.  Ch.  546,  53  W.  K  588,  93  U  T.  note. 

K.  S.  131,  3  Ann.  Cas.  837  and  note,  3.  Seallon  t.  Manhattan  R.  Co.,  185 
3  British  Rul.  Cas.  737  and  note.         N.  T.  359,  78  N.  E.  284,  7  Ann.  Cas. 

Note:  36  Am.  Dee.  68.  168  and  note. 

1.  Gamer  v.  Wingrove,  [1905]  2  Ch.     4.  Note:  3  Ann.  Cas.  839. 
233.  74  L.  J.  Ch.  545, 63  W.  B.  588, 93     6.  Jenkins  v.  Joisen,  24  Utah  108, 
L.  T.  N.  S.  131,  3  Ann.  Gas.  837  and  66  Fae.  773, 91  A.  S.  R.  783  and  note. 
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ceedings  continueB.*  And  it  is  uid  that  the  settled  rule  in  respect 
to  a  creditors'  suit  for  the  administration  of  the  assets  of  a  deceased 
debtor  is  that  a  decree  for  an  account  of  outstanding  debts  oper- 
ates as  a  suspension  of  ail  other  pending  suits  of  creditors,  who  must 
come  in  under  the  decree,  which  is  treated  as  a  decree  in  favor  of  all 
the  creditois;  and  from  that  date  the  statute  of  limltationa  ceases 
to  run,  if  not  from  the  filing  of  the  bill,  and  the  court  will,  if  neces- 
sary, restrain  the  prosecution  of  separate  suited  80  it  has  been  held 
that  where  the  plaintifiF  in  a  judgment  is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
a  decree  for  an  account  of  liens  in  a  creditors'  action  the  running 
of  the  statute  against  the  judgment  is  stopped  by  the  decree.^  And 
trover,  being  the  proper  remedy  for  the  wrongful  conversion  or  appro- 
priation of  the  property  of  another,  is  said  undoubtedly  to  include 
appropriations  by  theft,  as  well  as  by  fraud  and  trespass,  unless  there 
is  some  special  rule  of  public  policy  that  excludes  them,  and  it  has 
often  been  held,  for  the  sake  of  public  justice,  that  the  private  action 
of  trover  is  suspended  until  the  public  prosecution  for  the  offense 
has  been  duly  conducted  and  ended  *  But  it  has  been  decided  that 
the  running  of  the  statute  in  favor  of  a  surety  in  a  replevin  bond 
is  not  stopped  by  bringing  an  action  in  the  nature  of  a  bill  of  dis- 
covery to  enforce  the  bond,  the  terms  of  the  statute  as  to  suits  against 
the  surety  being  peremptory  and  designed  to  afford  the  surety  a 
protection  which  the  court  should  not  take  away  from  him."  And 
it  has  been  held  that  the  running  of  the  statute  of  limitations  in 
favor  of  a  debtor  is  not  interrupted  by  making  him  a  guarnishee,  if 
he  denies  the  indebtedness  or  disputes  the  defendant's  title  to  any 
property  in  his  possession.^^  Again,  where  the  statute  of  limitations 
commences  to  run  in  favor  of  a  guardian  and  his  sureties,  its  .opera- 
tion is  held  not  to  be  suspended,  as  to  a  surety  not  sued,  by  the 
commencement  of  an  action  against  the  guardian  and  another  sure- 
ty.^' Also,  it  has  been  held  that  a  party  cannot  deduct  from  the  period 
of  the  statute  of  limitations  applicable  to  his  case  the  time  consumed 
by  the  pendency  of  an  action  in  which  he  sought  to  have  said  matter 
adjudicated,  but  which  was  dismissed  without  prejudice  as  to  him, 
the  purport  of  such  an  order  being  that  the  dismi^al  should  not  be 

6.  Hutchinson  v.  Hutchinson,  92  9.  Hutchinson  t.  Merchants',  etc., 
Kan.  518.  141  Pac.  589,  52  L.R.A.  Bank,  41  Pa.  St.  42,  80  Am.  Dec.  596. 
(N.S.)  1165  and  note.  10.  Louis    Snider's   Sons   Co.  v. 

7.  Paxton  v.  Rich,  85  Va.  378,  7  S.  Armendt,  105  Ky.  317, 49  S.  W.  10,  88 
E.  531,  1  L.R.A.  639;  Robinett  v.  Mit-  A.  S.  R.  306. 

chell,  101  Va.  762,  45  S.  E.  287,  99  11.  Clyne  v.  Easton,  148  Cat  287,  83 

A.  S.  R.  928.   See  Injunctions,  vol.  Pac.  36, 113  A.  S.  R.  253. 

14,  p.  405,  as  to  power  of  courts  of  12.  Wallace  v.  Swepston,  74  Ark. 

equity  generally  to  enjoin  actions  at  520,  86  S.  W.  398, 109  A.  S.  R.  94  and 

law.  note.    See  GnARDUN  and  Ward,  vol. 

8.  Pazton  v.  Rich,  85  Va.  378,  7  S.  12,  pp.  1152,  1153,  as  to  Umitatious 


E.  531, 1  L.R.A.  639. 
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a  bar  to  a  new  suit  which  the  party  might  institute.  It  cannot  be 
construed  aa  debarring  the  defendant  of  any  defense  upon  the  merits 
of  the  case  to  which  he  is  entitled  by  law."  And  where  a  statute 
creates  a  right  of  action  for  damages  by  wrongful  act  which  did  not 
exist  at  common  law,  and  which  does  not  obtain  in  the  absence  of 
such  act,  the  limitation  prescribed  in  the  act,  within  which  such 
action  must  be  commenced,  is  a  condition  imposed  upon  the  exercise 
,  of  the  right  of  action  granted,  and  this  time  is  not  extended  by  the 
pendency  and  dismissal  of  a  former  action.*^  Again,  a  judgment 
or  decree  against  heirs  in  a  suit  in  one  state,  authorizing  the  sale  of 
a  decedent's  land  situated  there  to  pay  his  debts,  will  not  prevent 
the  running  of  the  statute  of  limitations  against  a  suit  in  another 
state  to  subject  his  land  situated  therein  to  tibe  payment  of  the  same 
debts.'*  Nor  will  the  fact  that  the  powers  of  an  administrator  whose 
duty  it  was  to  cause  an  order  of  sale  to  be  issued  were  suspended  for 
a  part  of  the  time  have  the  effect  of  suspending  the  running  of  the 
statute  limiting  the  time  within  which  such  an  order  can  be  issued." 

229.  Injunctions  against  Bringing  Action. — Although  exceptions  to 
the  statute  have  been  recognized  where  a  creditor  has  been  disabled 
to  sue  by  a  superior  power  without  any  fault  of  his  own,"  yet,  upon 
the  question  of  the  effect  of  injunctions  upon  the  running  of  stat- 
utes of  limitations,  tiie  authorities  are  not  in  harmony.**  Accord- 
ing to  some  decisions  an  injunction  against  the  commencement  of 
an  action  does  not  save  the  running  of  the  limitation  period  unless 
the  statute  so  provides;  others,  however,  sustain  the  doctrine,  which 
is  said  to  be  the  prevailing  view,  that  the  running  of  the  statute  is 
interrupted  in  such  a  case,*^  subject  to  a  qualification  imposed  in 
some  decisions  that  the  rule  applies  only  where  the  authority  is 
invoked  and  the  restraint  induced  by  the  debtor,'  or  as  other  courts 
have  fficpreesed  it,  only  those  who  are  actors  in  procuring  the  allow- 
as  to  limitations  against  actions  on  18-  Steele  t.  Bliss,  166  Mich.  693, 
bonds.  132  N.  W.  345,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  1020, 

13.  Nevitt  v.  Bacon,  32  Miss.  212,  37  L.R.A.(N.S.)  859  and  note. 
66  Am.  Dec.  609.  Note:  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1187. 

14.  Rodman  v.  Missouri  Pac.  R.  Co.,  ^i?^?^*r,^l'^.^'!^',\!^  ' 
65  Kan.  645,  70  Pac.  642,  59  L.R.A  ^3  Ohio  St.  110.  76  N.  E.  563  112  A 

for  de^.      _  „  „  _  _    „.  „  20.  Steele  v.  Bliss,  166  Mich.  593, 

c  ^'  ^^''a  o  '-D  JS"    ?■  N.  W.  345,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  1020 

S.  E.49,  29  A.  S.R.800md  note.  note,  37  L.R.A.(N.S.)  859  and 

16.  Doland  v.  Hanson,  81  Cal.  202,  Q^te. 

22  Pac.  552, 16  A.  S.  B.  44  and  note.  Note:  23  L.R.A.(N.8.)  673. 

17.  Bratm  v.  Sauerwein,  10  Wall.  i,  Lagerman  v.  Casseriy,  107  Minn. 
218,  19  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  895;  United  491, 120  N.  W.  1086, 131  A.  S.  R.  506 
States  V.  Wiley,  11  Wall.  608,  20  U.  S.  and  note,  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  673  and 
(L.  ed.)  211.  note. 
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ance  of  the  injunction  can,  upon  that  account,  be  equitably  estopped 
from  pleading  the  statute.'  The  courts  which  hold  that  the  statute 
is  suspended  in  such  a  case  proceed  upon  the  theory  thai  it  was  not 
tiie  intention  that  limitation  acts  should  bar  a  remedy,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  not  exercised  in  the  time  specified,  if  such  a  state  of  affairs 
existed  as  rendered  it  impossible  to  act  during  that  period.*  Thus 
it  has  been  held  tibat  an  injunction  restraining  the  sale  of  real  prop- 
erty levied  on  interrupts  the  running  of  the  statute  relative  to  execu- 
tion liens  on  real  estate.*  But  an  injunction  preventing  the  bring- 
ing of  suits  against  a  decedent's  estate,  which  does  not  prevent  cred- 
itors from  coming  in  and  proving  thar  claims  in  the  case  in  which 
the  injunction  was  granted,  will  not  prevent  a  claim  from  becoming 
barred  by  limitations  if  it  is  not  presented  within  the  statutory 
period.*  And  again  it  is  held  that  a  court  of  equity  will  not  peimit 
a  defendant  to  avail  himself  of  the  statute  of  limitations  where  the 
delay  in  bringing  the  suit  was  caused  by  his  own  unconscientious 
conduct  in  enjoining  the  collection  of  the  debt  during  the  time  of 
the  running  of  the  statute.'  Thus  it  has  been  held  that  although 
the  statute  is  not  suspended  by  the  restraint  of  an  injunction,  and 
a  party  may  be  barred  of  his  remedy  in  a  court  of  law,  yet  courts 
exercising  chancery  powers  will  not  entertain  a  plea  of  Ute  statute 
by  one  who  has  procured  the  injunction  to  be  issued,^  and  may 
restrain  a  defendant,  in  a  proper  case,  from  pleading  the  statute  of 
limitations.^  And  it  has  sdso  been  held  that  a  court  of  equity  may, 
by  the  use  of  its  injunctive  power,  disarm  the  defendant  from  using 
the  statute  of  limitations  fraudulently  in  an  action  at  law,  as  where 
there  has  been  a  fraudulent  concealment  by  the  defendant  of  the 
cause  of  action  against  him,  or,  whether  the  act  was  fraudulent  or 
not,  when  the  defendant  has  employed  means  to  mislead  the  plaintiff 
or  to  hide  from  him  the  fact  that  a  cause  of  action  has  ax^n.* 
An  exception  in  the  statute  that  where  the  commencement  of  an 
action  shall  be  stayed  by  injunction  the  time  of  the  continuance  of 
the  injunction  shall  not  be  a  part  of  the  time  limited  for  the  com- 

2.  Hunter  v.  Niagara  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  13  S.  E.  615,  27  A.  S.  R.  820, 13  L.E.A. 
73  Ohio  St..  110,  76  N.  E.  563,  112  A.  723. 

S.  B.  699  and  note,  4  Ann.  Cas.  146      6.  Wilkinaoa  v.  Flowers,  37  Miss, 
and  note,  3  L.B.A.(N.S.)  1187  and  579,  75  Am.  Dec.  78  and  note, 
note.   See  infra,  par.  240  et  seq.,  as  to      7.  Note :  4  Ann.  Cas.  148, 
waiver  and  estoppel  generally.  8.  Note:  75  Am.  Dee.  84.   See  Ih- 

3.  Steele  v.  Bliss,  166  Mich.  593, 132  junctions,  vol.  14,  p.  405  et  seq.,  as 
N.  W.  345,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  1020,  37  to  power  of  courts  of  equity  generally 
L.B.A.(N.S.)  859.  to  enjoin  actions  at  law. 

4.  Steele  v.  Blisa,  166  Mich.  593, 132  9.  HoUowav  v.  Appelget,  55  N.  J. 
N.  W.  345,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  1020  and  Eq.  583,  40  Atl.  27, 62  A.  S.  B.  827  and 


note,  37  L.R.A.(N.S.)  859. 
6.  McLure  v.  Melton,  34  S.  C.  377. 


note. 
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mencement  of  an  action  ^ipliw  only  to  statutory  limitations,  not 
to  those  created  by  contract.^* 

230.  Bankruptcy  or  Insolvency  Proceedings. — Under  the  federal 
bankruptcy  act  of  1867  it  was  very  generally  held  that  proceedings 
in  bankruptcy  suspended  the  running  of  statutes  of  limitation,  but 
the  law  of  1898  as  amended  contains  no  such  provision,  and  the 
authorities,  based  on  the  old  statute,  axe  not  in  point  under  the  act 
as  it  now  reads.'*  The  general  conclusion  now  seems  to  be  that 
the  period  of  limitation  is  not  suspended  by  the  filing  of  a  petition 
in  bankruptcy.'*  So  it  has  been  decided  that  an  adjudication  in 
bankruptcy  does  not  suspend  the  running  of  a  state  statute  of  limita- 
tions as  to  provable  claims,  during  the  pendency  of  the  proceedings, 
as  such  adjudication  does  not  put  the  creditor  under  a  "legal  dis- 
ability," within  the  meaning  of  that  term  as  there  used,  and  does 
not  relieve  him  from  filing  his  suit  before  the  statute  operates  as  a 
bar."  Similarly  it.  has  been  decided  that  the  pendency  of  proceed- 
ings in  insolvmcy  does  not  suspend  the  right  of  the  creditor  to  bring 
his  action  against  the  debtor  on  his  original  cause  of  action  or  sus- 
pend the  operation  of  the  statute  of  limitations  on  that  cause  of  action 
and  that  the  only  eflFect  which  it  does  have,  practically,  is  by  appeal 
to  the  discretion  of  the  court  to  stay  the  proceedings  temporarily,  to 
give  the  debtor  a  reasonable  opportunity  to  obtain  his  discharge, 
whidi,  if  obtained,  may  be  pleaded  in  bar:"  On  the  other  hand, 
there  is  authority  for  the  view  that  the  statute  does  not  continue  to 
run  against  the  claims  of  creditors  of  an  insolvent  debtor  after  his 
application  for  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  laws,  and  before  an  audit 
and  order  of  the  court  distributing  the  insolvent's  estate.'*  In  sup- 
port of  this  view  it  has  been  f&id  that  where  by  the  insolvent  laws 
of  a  state,  the  debtor,  in  consideration  of  his  discharge  from  the  pay- 
ment of  his  debts,  is  required  to  convey  and  deliver  to  a  trustee, 
appointed  by  the  court,  all  of  his  property,  of  every  kind  and  d^crip- 
tion,  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  creditors,  being  such  at  the  time  of 
application  in  insolvency,  and,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his 
trust,  the  trustee  is  obliged  to  give  his  bond,  with  approved  security, 
the  property,  thus  being  vested  in  the  trustee,  is  no  longer  within 
the  reach  ol  process  by  the  creditors,  and  the  insolvent,  being  dis- 

10.  Wilkinson  v.  Worcester  First  18.  Simpson  v.  Tootle,  etc.,  Mercan- 
Nat.  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  72  N.  T.  499,  28  tile  Co.,  42  Okla.  275,  141  Pae.  448, 
Am.  Rep.  166.  L.R.A.1915B  1221  and  note. 

11.  Simpson  t.  Tootle,  etc.,  Mercan-  14.  Richardson  v.  Thomas,  13  Qny 
tile  Co.,  42  Oklft.  275,  141  Pac.  448,  (Mass.)  381,  74  Am.  Dec  636. 
L.R.A.1915B  1221  and  note.  16.  Minot    v.    Thacher,    7  Mete. 

Note:  Ann.  Gas.  1912D  1022.  (Mass.)  348,  41  Am.  Dee.  444  and 

12.  Simpson  t.  Tootle,  etc.,  Mercan-  note;  Simpson  v.  Tootle,  etc..  Mercan- 
tile Co.,  42  Okla.  275,  141  Pac.  448,  tile  Co.,  42  Okla.  275,  141  Pac.  448, 
L.R.A.igi5B  1221  and  note.  Compare  L.R.A.1915B  1221. 

4  Add.  Cas.  149  note. 
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charged  from  the  payment  of  hia  debts,  b  no  longer  liable  to  suit, 

and  the  trustee  being  answerable  only  for  a  breach  of  trust,  no  pro- 
ceedings can  be  instituted  against  him  until  the  ratification  of  the 
audit,  because,  until  then,  and  notice  thereof,  he  is  not  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  trust.**  The  appointment  of  a  receiver  has  also  been  held 
to  save  tbe  running  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  it  being  said  that 
where  the  receiver  is  appointed  to  take  charge  of  an  estate  for  the  pur- 
pose of  administering  it,  as,  for  instance,  the  settlement  of  the  affairs 
of  a  partnership  and  the  payment  of  firm  debts,  the  suit  being  sub- 
stantially for  the  benefit  of  all  the  creditors,  in  analogy  with  an 
ordinary  creditor's  bill,  the  appointment  of  a  receiver  with  such  powers 
will  suspend  Uie  running  of  the  statute  and  the  lapse  of  time  before 
proceeding  against  the  receiver  in  the  court  by  which  he  was  appointed 
will  be  regarded  only  on  the  question  whether  the  creditor  has  been 
guilty  of  laches  in  delaying  the  prosecution  of  his  demand.*' 

231.  Effect  of  Execution  and  Stay.— The  time  during  which  an  exe- 
cution is  stayed  by  the  court,  at  the  instance  of  the  judgment  debtor, 
must  be  excluded  from  the  computation  of  the  period  after  entry  of 
judgment  allowed  by  statute  for  enforcing  it,*^  although  the  con- 
trary has  been  affirmed  by  virtue  of  statutory  provisions.**  This 
doctrine  is  said  to  have  prevailed  at  common  law,  the  reason  for  it 
being  that  the  stay  of  execution  b^ng  with  the  consent  and  for  the 
benc^t  of  the  judgment  debtor,  and  the  injunction  or  writ  of  error 
being  his  own  act,  he  should  not  take  advantage  of  them,  nor 
could  he  be  surprised  or  prejudiced  by  the  delay,  because  that  delay 
was  in  fact  referable  to  himself.  It  would  be  unreasonable  &ad  incon- 
sistent for  the  law  to  present  to  a  party,  in  one  hand,  a  command 
to  do  an  act  within  a  certain  time,  under  the  penalty  of  losing  his 
rights,  and  with  the  other  hand  restrain  him  from  doing  the  act. 
For  this  reason,  the  time  during  which  the  plaintiff  was  thus  pre- 
vented by  the  law  from  issuing  execution  was,  at  common  law, 
excluded  from  the  year  allowed  for  that  purpose.**  On  the  other 
hand,  as  a  levy  upon  personal  property  operates  as  a  satisfaction  of 
the  judgment  for  the  time  being  and  suspends  the  right  to  action 
thereon,  it  has  been  held  that  in  computing  the  time  in  which  an 
action  may  be  maintained  upon  a  judgment,  the  period  while  the 

16.  In  re  Leiman,  32  Md.  226,  3  Am.      Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  1022. 

R«p.  132.  See  also  Executions,  vol.  10,  p. 

17.  Notes:  4  Ann.  Cas.  150;  Ann.  1251  et  seq.,  as  to  effect  of  stay  gen- 
Cas.  1912D  1023.  erally  and  avoiding  effect  of  stay  or- 
is. Steele  v.  Bliss,  166  Mich.  593,  der. 

132  N.  W.  345,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  1020,  19.  Cortes  v.  Superior  Conrt,  86 
37  L.R.A.(N.S.)  859  and  note;  Wake-  Cal.  274,  24  Pae.  1011, 21  A.  S.  B.  37. 
field  V.  Brown,  38  Minn.  361,  37  N.  W.     20.  Wakefield  v.  Brown,  38  Minn. 


788,  8  A.  S.  R.  671. 


361,  37  N.  W.  788,  8  A.  S.  B.  671. 
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right  of  action  was  Buspended  by  the  levy  on  an  execution  must  be 

excluded.' 

232.  Appeals. — An  action  is  said  to  be  pending,  so  far  aa  suspend- 
ing the  statute  is  concerned,  until  the  final  disposition  of  the  appeal.* 
So  an  appeal  which  suspends  the  right  to  recover  possession  of  land 
has  been  held  to  stay  the  running  of  the  statute  against  an  action 
to  recover  rents  and  profits  pending  such  appeal.*  And,  as  a  cause 
of  action  cannot  be  said  to  have  accrued  until  an  action  can  be 
instituted  thereon,  when  the  regularity  of  the  proceedings  for  the 
condemnation  of  land,  as  well  as  the  amount  of  damages  due  the 
owner,  is  pending  on  appeal,  he  cannot  bring  an  independent  action 
for  such  damages.^  Similarly,  if  while  one  person  claims  public 
land  under  a  grant,  another  goes  into  possession  thereof,  and  after 
denial  of  his  application  to  enter  it  as  a  homestes^d  keeps  the  matter 
in  litigation  by  successive  appeals  in  the  land  department  of  the 
United  States  for  a  long  period  and  until  it  is  decided  against  him, 
such  time  ia  not  to  be  counted  against  the  grantor  in  determining 
whether  the  statute  of  limitations  has  barred  his  right  to  the  land, 
and  whether  his  adversary  has  established  title  thereto  by  adverse 
possession.*  In  this  connection  it  has  also  been  decided  tiiat  the  use, 
by  a  police  officer  who  Is  being  sued  for  alleged  niisfeasance  in  office, 
of  all  lawful  means  to  defend  the  suit,  including  continuances  and 
appeal,  does  not  amount  to  a  hindrance  or  obstruction  on  the  part 
of  his  sureties,  so  as  to  bring  the  right  of  action  f^inst  them  within 
the  provisions  of  a  statute  that,  if  the  surety  sh^I  obstruct  or  hindw 
his  being  sued,  the  time  of  the  obstruction  shall  not  be  computed 
as  part  of  the  time  limited  for  bringing  suit.' 

Mental  IncapaeUy 

233.  In  General. — The  rule  that  the  court  will  not  read  exceptions 
into  the  statute  ^  applies  in  the  case  of  persons  non  compos  mentis, 
it  being  generally  held  that  if  mental  incapacity  is  not  excepted  by 

the  terms  of  the  limitation  act,  the  statute  will  run  the  same  as 
against  others  not  expressly  mentioned  in  the  exceptions.*  Thus  it 

1.  Thatcher  y.  Lyons,  70  Vt  438,  41  5.  St  Panl,  etc.,  B.  Go.  t.  Olson,  87 
Atl.  428,  67  A.  S.  R.  677.  Minn.  117,  91  N.  W.  294,  94  A.  S.  B. 

2.  Nevitt  V.  Woodbarn,  160  HI.  203,  693. 

43  N.  G.  385,  52  A.  S.  B.  316;  Ft.  6.  IfeOovem  t.  Reetaniu,  105  S.  W. 

Wayne  v.  Hamilton,  132  Ind.  487,  32  965,  32  Ky.  L.  Rep.  364,  14  L.R.A. 

N.  E.  324,  32  A.  S.  R.  263;  St.  Paal,  (N.S.)  380  and  note, 

etc.,  R.  Co.  V.  Olson,  87  Minn.  117,  91  7.  See  infra,  par.  234,  as  to  exeep- 

N.  W.  294,  94  A.  S.  R.  693.  tions  gencraUy. 

Notes:  4  Ann.  Cas.  150;  Ann.  Gas.  8.  Collins  v.  Smalts,  149  la.  230, 128 

1912D  1023.  N.  W.  396,  Ann.  Cas.  1912C  1007  and 

3.  Note:  4  Ann.  Cas.  150.  note. 

4.  Ft.  Wayne  v.  Hamilton,  132  Ind.  Notes:  61  L.B.A.(N.S.)  834:  Ann. 
487,  32  N.  E.  324,  32  A.  S.  R.  263.  Cas.  1912C  1011. 
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has  been  held,  under  a  statute  requiring  actions  for  an  injury  to  be 
begun  within  a  specified  time,  or  notice  of  the  injury  to  be  ^ven, 
but  making  no  provision  for  disability,  that  the  fact  of  insanity 
being  caused  by  the  injury  does  not  suspend  the  operation  of  tiie 
statute.*  In  other  cases,  however,  it  has  been  decided  that  where 
as  a  result  of  physical  or  mental  incapacity  notice  is  not  given,  or 
presentation  of  a  claim  made,  within  the  required  time,  while  the 
time  will  not  be  extended  for  the  full  statutory  period  after  the  removal 
of  the  disability,  a  reasonable  additional  time  will  be  allowed.'** 
Again,  in  some  jurisdictions,  such  a  situation  is  provided  for  by  stat- 
ute, in  which  event  it  becomes  merely  a  question  of  fact  whether 
the  excuse  given  is  sufficient.^*  The  general  rule  hais  also  been 
applied  even  where  insanity  commenced  within  a  short  time  after 
receiving  the  injury  which  gave  the  cause  of  action,**  But  where 
a  personal  injury  caused  by  the  actionable  negligence  of  another, 
and  resulting  insanity,  occur  on  tiie  same  day,  it  has  been  held  that 
the  two  events  are  legally  simultaneous,  for  the  law  will  not  take 
notice  of  fractions  of  a  day,  and  that  the  disability  of  insanity  exists 
at  the  time  the  cause  of  action  accrues,  within  the  meaning  of  the 
statute.**  The  general  rule  against  tacking  disabilities**  has  also 
been  applied  where  heirs  of  an  incompetent  are  laboring  under  the 
same  lability  at  the  time  of  bis  death,  it  being  held  that  the  run- 
ning of  tiie  statute  against  them  is  not  affected  thereby.**  And  the 
rule  that  insanity  once  shown  to  exist  is  presumed  to  continue  till 
the  contrary  is  shown  has  been  applied  in  cases  involving  the  opera- 
tion of  the  statute.** 

234.  Exceptions  in  Statutes. — ^Under  the  early  English  act  of  21 
James  I,  an  exception  was  made  in  the  case  of  peraons  non  compos 
mentis.*'  And,  at  the  present  time,  the  statutes  generally  contain  an 
exception  in  favor  of  persons  mentally  incompetent  at  the  time  of  the 
accrual  of  the  cause  of  action,  in  which  case  tiie  atatnte  will  not  begin 
to  run  where  the  plaintiff  is  insane  at  that  time.**   In  some  juris- 

9.  Touhey  v.  Denatur,  175  Ind.  98,  102  Minn.  89, 112  N.  W.  880, 12  Ann^ 
93  N.  E.  540,  32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  350  and  Cas.  56. 

note.  14.  See  supra,  par.  192. 

Notes:   32   L.R.A.(N.S.)    352;  51  IB.  Bensell  v.  Chancellor,  5  Whart. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  835.  (Pa.)  371,  34  Am.  Dec.  561. 

10.  Forsyth  v.  Oswego,  191  N.  T.  Note:  51  L.R.A.(N.S.)  837. 

441,  84  N.  E.  392,  123  A.  S.  R.  605,     16.  Notes;   51  L.R.A.(N.S.)  835; 

reversing  114  App.  Div.  616,  99  N.  Y.  Ann.  Cas.  19130  1014. 
S.  1022.    See  Hastings  v.  Foxworthy,      17.  See  supra,  par.  2.  • 
45  Neb.  676,  63  N.  W.  955,  34  L.R.A.     18.  Fleming  v.  Blaek  Warrior  Cop- 

321.  per  Co.,  15  Ariz.  1,  136  Pac.  273,  51 

Note:  32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  352.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  99. 

11.  Note:  32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  350.  Notes:  36  Am.  Dec.  71;  51  L.R,A, 

12.  Note:  61  L.R.A.(N.S.)  836.  (N.S.)  834;  Ann.  Cas.  1912C  lOlL 
'  18.  Nebola  t.  Minnesota  Iron  Co., 
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dictions  the  statute  also  prescribes  the  number  of  years  during  which 
an  action  may  be  maintained  after  the  removal  of  the  disability  of 
insanity,  while  in  othm,  on  the  removed  of  the  disabiUty,  the  plain- 
tiff has  the  statutory  number  of  years  in  which  to  assert  his  claim.'* 

235.  Persons  within  Exception. — It  is  not  generally  necessary  that 
a  person  be  adjudged  insane  to  bring  him  within  an  exception  on 
the  ground  of  mental  incapacity.'*^  A  person,  however,  who  is  men- 
tally weak,  but  neither  an  idiot  nor  a  lunatic,  having  power  to  com- 
prehend the  nature  of  a  fraud  upon  him,  when  explained  to  him 
by  friends,  is  not  included.*  Also,  while  there  is  authority,  espe- 
cially among  the  earlier  oases,  that  persons  deaf  and  dumb  from 
birth  were  pnma  facie  non  compos  mentis,  and  Uie  statute  of  limita- 
tions did  not  run  against  them  unless  they  were  shown  to  possess 
sufficient  intelligence  to  know  and  comprehend  their  legal  rights  and 
liabihties,  and  thereby  rebut  the  legal  presumption  of  incapacity,' 
this  presumption  of  law  is  not  regarded  as  controlling  at  the  present 
time.*  But  it  seems  that  a  person  may  be  under  a  legal  disability 
or  of  unsound  mind  within  the  meaning  of  an  exception  in  the  statute 
as  the  result  of  an  excessive  use  of  morphine  so  that  he  is  afflicted 
with  morphinomania,  has  no  will  power  and  does  not  realize  his 
condition.* 

236.  Statute  Having  Attached,  Period  Continues  to  Run. — ^In  the 
application  of  the  general  rule  that  the  statute  having  once  attached 
the  period  will  continue  to  run  without  interruption  by  any  subse- 
quent disability,'  it  is  well  settled,  as  a  general  proposition  of  law, 
that  where  the  statute  has  comm^ced  to  run  against  a  cause  of  action, 
the  insanity  of  the  holder  of  the  right  of  action  does  not  interrupt 
the  period,*  such  a  disability  when  enforced  by  statute  being  only 
in  favor  of  those  laboring  thereunder  at  the  time  the  cause  of  action 
accrued.'  And  this  rule  has  been  applied  even  though  the  insanity 
commenced  within  a  short  time  after  ihe  injury  which  gave  the  cause 
of  action.'  So  it  has  been  held  that  if  a  debt  against  an  insane 
person  could  have  been  established  by  judgment  against  his  guard- 

19.  Note:  Ann.  Caa.  19120  1013.      od.)  244;  Piper  v.  Hoard,  107  N.  Y. 

20.  Notes:  51  L.R.A.(N.8.)  836;  67,  13  N.  E.  632,  1  A.  S.  R.  785  and 
Ann.  Caa.  1912C  1014.  note;  Grady  v.  Wilson,  115  N.  C.  344, 

1.  Piper  V.  Hoard,  107  N.  Y.  67,  13  20  S.  E.  518,  44  A.  S.  R.  461  and  note; 
N.  E.  632,  1  A-  S.  R.  785.  Bensell  v.  ChanceUor,  5  Whart.  (Pa.) 

2.  Oliver  v.  Berry,  53  Me.  206,  87  371,  34  Am.  Dec.  561;  Adamson  v. 
Am.  Dee.  547.  Smith,  2  Mill,  Const.  (S.  C.)  269,  12 

3.  Note:  51  L.R.A.(N.S.)  835.  Am.  Dec.  665  and  note. 

4.  Gillmore  v.  Gillmore,  91  Kan.  707,  Notes:  36  Am.  Dec.  72;  51  L.R.A. 
139  Pae.  386,51L.R.A.(N.S.)  834  and  (N.S.)  836;  Ann.  Caa.  1912C  1014. 
note.  7.  De  Aniaud  v.  United  States,  151 

5.  See  supra,  par.  188.  U.  S.  483,  14  S.  Ct.  374,  38  U.  S.  (L. 

6.  De  Amaud  v.  United  States,  151  ed.)  244. 

U.  S.  483,  14  S.  Ct.  374,  38  U.  S.  (L.     8.  Note:  51  UR.A.(N.S.)  836. 
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ifui  before  the  debt  was  barred  by  limitation,  the  fact  that  the  debt 
could  not  have  been  enforced  until  after  the  death  of  the  insane 
ward,  because  his  income  was  required  to  support  him,  does  not 
suspend  ihe  operation  of  the  statute  of  limitations.*  And  when 
an  insane  person  has  been  restored  to  his  right  mind  for  such  a 
length  of  time  as  to  have  enabled  him  to  look  into  his  affairs,  and 
to  institute  an  action  to  recover  bis  rights,  it  has  been  held  that 
the  statute  will  start  and  continue  to  run,  though  the  disability 
returns.'*  And  the  general  rule  that  the  statute  once  set  in  motion 
continues  to  run  bias  been  applied  notwithstanding  undue  influence 
exercised  by  the  defendant  over  the  plaintiff,  the  latter  being  weak- 
minded,  but  not  an  idiot  nor  a  lunatic.^' 

237.  Incapacity  Removed  by  Recovery  or  Death. — ^The  statute  of 
limitation  is  suspended  while  mental  incapacity  lasts.  But  it  begins 
to  run  agfunst  the  cause  of  action  when  that  incapacity  is  removed 
either  by  recovery  ^  or  by  death  ^'  of  ttie  person  laboring  under 
such  disability.  In  this  connection,  it  has  been  held,  following 
the  principle  thajt  the  statute  will  not  begin  to  run  until  a  cause 
of  action  accrues,**  that  the  statute  does  not  run  from  the  date  of 
the  execution  of  a  deed  by  an  insane  person,  as  a  cause  of  action  does 
not  accrue  until  there  has  been  a  disaffirmance  by  the  grantor  on 
becoming  sane  or  by  his  heirs,  and  in  such  a  case  where  the  grantor 
remains  of  unsound  mind  until  his  death,  there  has  been  no  power 
to  disaffirm  and  the  statute  could  not  attach.** 


238.  General  Rule. — ^It  was  early  held  in  the  United  States  that 
the  operation  of  the  statute  of  limitations  is  suspended  between  the 
citizens  of  two  countries  at  war,  while  such  war  continues.**  And 
it  has  been  declared  that  in  case  of  war  the  suspension  of  the  remedy 
is  so  absolute  that  courts  of  justice  will  not  even  grant  a  commission 
to  take  testimony  in  an  enemy's  country.*^  This  question  frequently 
came  .before  the  courts  as  a  result  of  the  civil  war,  and  it  was  gen- 
erally decided'  and  has  been  recognized  as  the  settled  doctrine  in 


9.  Grady  v.  WiUon,  115  N.  C.  344,  Cas.  1912C  1013. 

20  S.  E:  518,  44  A.  S.  R.  461  and  note.  14.  See  supra,  par.  116. 

10.  Note:  51  L.R.A.(N.S.)  836.  15.  Downham  v.  HoUoway,  158  Ind. 

11.  Piper  V.  Hoard,  107  N.  T.  67, 13  626,  64  N.  E.  82,  92  A.  S.  R.  330  and 
N.  E.  632,  1  A.  S.  R.  785  and  note.  note. 

12.  Arnold  v.  Arnold,  35  N.  C.  174^  16.  Dougherty  v.  Snyder,  15  Serg. 
65  Am.  Dec.  434.  &  R.  (Pa.)  84,  16  Am.  Dec.  520;  Rob- 

13.  Wood  V.  Wood,  136  la.  128,  113  son  v.  Wall,  2  Nott  &  McC.  (S.  C.) 
N.  W.  492,  125  A.  S.  R.  223, 12  L.R.A.  498, 10  Am.  Deo.  623  and  note. 
(N.S.)  891;  Arnold  v.  Arnold,  35  N.  17.  Hanger  v.  Abbott,  6  Wall  532, 


War 


18  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  939. 


Notes:  61  IiJtJL(N.S.)  837;  Ann. 
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the  Uuited  States  that  where  the  courts  of  a  country  are  dosed  hy 

the  existence  of  war  so  that  citizens  of  belligerent  states,  or  even 
citizens  of  the  same  state,  cannot  prosecute  actions  against  each  other, 
the  operation  of  the  statute  of  limitations  is  suspended  for  ihe  time 
being,  although  no  exception  on  that  EKscount  is  made  in  the  statute.^^ 
And  it  is  also  decided  that  the  running  of  the  statute  is  thus  sus- 
pended not  only  in  favor  of  the  citizen  but  also  in  favor  of  the 
govemment.*'  With  the  return  of  peace,  however,  both  the  right 
and  the  remedy  are  restored  and  the  doors  of  the  courts  are  open 
to  litigants,'®  although,  in  the  case  of  the  civil-  war,  the  duration 
of  the  period  varied  in  different  states.^  In  this  connection  it  was, 
however,  decided  that  tiiough  a  claimant  was,  prior  to  the  amnesty 
proclamation  of  1868,  unable  by  reason  of  his  connection  with  the 
civil  war  to  comply  with  the  terms  upon  which  the  government  had 
consented  to  be  sued  in  the  court  of  claims,  this  was  his  misfortune 

18.  Hanger  v.  Abbott,  6  Wall.  532,  United  States,  and  left  the  state  imme- 
18  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  939;  The  Protector,  diately  after  the  commencement  of  the 
9  Wall.  687,  19  U.  S.  {L.  ed.)  812;  war,  with  the  intention  of  returning  at 
Stewart  v.  Kahn,  11  Wall.  493,  20  U.  its  close,  his  family  meanwhile  resid- 
S.  (L.  ed.)  176;  United  States  v.  ing  there,  and  resided  during  Uie  con- 
Wiley,  11  Wall.  608,  20  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  tinuance  of  the  war  on  loyal  or  neutral 
211;  The  Protector,  12  Wall  700,  20  ground);  Smith  v.  Stewart,  21  La. 
TJ.  S.  (L.  ed.)  463;  Caperton  v.  Bow-  Ann.  67,  99  Am.  Dec.  709  (holding 
yer,  14  Wall.  216,  20  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  directly  to  the  contrary  of  the  general 
882;  Brown  T.  Hiatt,  15  Wall.  177,  21  rule  and  saying  "That  this  should  be 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  128;  Adger  v.  Alston,  the  rule,  we  believe,  but  that  it  is  the 
15  WaU.  555,  21  XJ.  S.  (L.  ed.)  234;  rule  we  doubt") ;  McKinzie  v.  Hill,  51 
Holdane  v.  Sumner,  15  Wall.  600,  21  Mo.  303,  11  Am.  Rep.  450  (holding 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  254;  Washington  IJni-  that  though  ihe  courts  of  a  county  in 
versity  v.  Finch,  18  Wall.  106,  21  IT.  Missouri  were  cloeed  for  a  time  in  con- 
S.  (L.  ed.)  818;  Batesville  Institute  v.  sequence  of  the  civil  war,  the  statute 
KaufEman,  18  Wall.  151,  21  U.  S.  (L.  of  limitations  did  not  cease  to  run  for 
ed.)  775;  Ross  v.  Jones,  22  Wall.  576,  the  time  as  to  a  promissory  note  made 
22  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  730;  Amy  v.  Water-  in  the  county) ;  13  Am.  Dec.  370  note, 
town,  130  U.  S.  320,  9  S.  Ct.  537,  32  19.  United  States  v.  Wiley,  11  Wall. 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  953;  Coleman  v.  Holmes,  508,  20  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  211." 
44  Ala.  124,  4  Am.  Rep.  121 ;  Peririns  20.  Hanger  t.  Abbott,  6  WaU.  532, 
V.  Rogers,  35  Ind.  124,  9  Am.  Rep.  639  18  U.  S.  (L.  ed,)  939;  Caperton  v. 
and  note;  Cocke  v.  McGinnis,  1  Mart.  Bowyer,  14  Wall  216,  20  U.  S.  (L. 

6  Y.  (Tenn.)  361,  17  Am.  Dec.  809;  ed.)  882;  Roas  v.  Jones,  22  WaU.  576, 
Luter  V,  Hunter,  30  Tex.  688,  98  Am.  22  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  730;  Dougherty  v. 
Dec  494;  Caperton  v.  Martin,  4  W.  Snyder,  15  Serg.  &  R.  (Pa.)  84,  16 
Va.  138,  6  Am.  Rep.  270.  ,  Am.  Dec.  520. 

Note:  70  A.  S.  R.  622.    Compare      1.  The  Protector,  12  Wall.  700,  20 

Zacharie  v.  Godfrey,  50  111.  186,  99  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  463;  Brown  v.  Hiatt,  15 

Am.  Dec.  506  (holding  that  a  resident  Wall.  177,  21  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  128;  Ad- 

of  lionisiana  at  the  beginning  of  the  ger  v.  Alston,  15  Walt.  555,  21  U.  S. 

civil  war  was  not  to  be  regarded  as  an  (L.  ed.)  234;  Coleman  v.  Holmes,  44 

alien  enemy,  and  subject  to  the  disa-  Ala.  124,  4  Am.  Rep.  121;  Perkins  v. 

bilities  thereof,  so  that  the  statute  of  Rogers,  35  Ind.  124,  9  Am.  Rep,  639 

limitations  would  be  suspended  in  his  and  note, 
favor,  where  he  remained  loyal  to  the 
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and  could  not  have  the  effect  of  enlarging  the  time  fixed  hy  the 
statute  of  limitations,  it  being  expressly  declared  that  no  other  dis- 
ability than  those  enumerated  therein  should  prevent  any  claim  fron* 
being  barred  ■ 

239.  Principles  Underlying  Rule. — ^The  principle  underlying  the 
rule  suspending  the  operation  of  the  statute  during  war  is  founded 

oh  the  law  of  nations,  which  forbids  any  intercourse  between  the  citi- 
zens of  belligerent  countries.'  Statutes  of  limitation,  in  fixing  a 
period  within  which  rights  of  action  must  be  asserted,  proceed  upon 
the  principle  that  the  courts  of  the  country  where  the  person  to  be 
prosecuted  resides,  or  the  property  to  be  reached  is  situated,  are  open 
during  the  prescribed  period  to  the  suitor.  The  principle  of  public 
law  which  closes  the  courts  of  a  country  to  a  public  enemy  during 
war  renders  compliance  by  him  with  such  a  statute  impossible.* 
The  eflfect  of  war  is  to  suspend  the  right  to  sue  not  only  without  any 
fault  on  the  part  of  the  creditor,  but  under  circumstances  which  make 
it  his  duty  to  abstain  from  any  such  attempt-  His  remedy  is  sus- 
pended by  the  acts  of  the  two  governments  and  by  the  law  of  nations, 
not  applicable  to  the  subject  of  the  controversy  at  its  date,  but  which 
comes  into  operation  in  consequence  of  an  event  over  which  he  has 
no  control.' 

XII.  Waiver  and  Estoppel  Generally 

240.  In  General.— The  plea  of  the  statute  of  limitations  is  a  per- 
sonal privilege  •  which  a  party  may  waive '  or  may  for  some  reason 

2.  Kendall  v.  United  States,  107  U.  155  la.  217,  135  N.  W.  738,  Ann.  Caa. 
8.  123,  2  8.  Ct.  277,  27  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1914C  1104;  Moxley  v.  Bagan,  10 
437.  Bush  (Ky.)  156, 19  Am.  Rep.  61;  Wel- 

3.  Hanger  v.  Abbott,  6  Wall.  532,  ton  v.  Boggs,  46  W.  Va.  620,  32  S.  E. 
18  U.  S.  (L,  ed.)  939;  Ross  v.  Jones,  232,  72  A.  S.  B.  833  and  note. 

22  WaU.  576,  22  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  730;     jl^te:  8  W  Cal  3^ 

Amy  V.  Watertown,  130  U.  S.  320,  9      r„„  onniT^i.  r  «- «-t„«  *^ 

S.  <5t.  537,  32  U.  S.'(L.  ed.)  953.  right  trS^is  dSe^ 

.4.  Brown  v.  Hiatt,  15  Wall.  177,  21     V      TT'        ??.  -^o  tt  a 

n  S        Pd  ^  128  ^-  Sanger  v.  Nightingale,  122  U.  S. 

B  R^i  V  JoS;  22  Wall.  576,  22  ^  8.  Ct.  1109  30  U.  S.  (L  ed  ) 

U  S  fL.  edl  730  ^^^^>           ^-  United  States,  123  U. 

6.  singer  V.  Nightingale,  122  U.  S.  227  8  s.  Ct  82,  31  U.  S.  (L.  ed.^ 

176,  7  S.  Ct.  1109,  30  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  128;  Rich  v.  Bray,  37  Fed.  273,  2 

1105;  Rich  v.  Bray,  37  Fed.  273,  2  I^-R-A.  225;  Evans  v.  Faircloth-Byrd 

L.B.A.  225;  Evans  v.  Faireloth-Byrd  Mercantile  Co.,  165  Ala.  176,  51  So. 

Mercantile  Co.,  165  Ala.  176,  51  So.  785,  21  Ann.  Cas.  1164 ;  Grubbs  v.  Nix- 

785,  21  Ann.  Cas.  1164;  McCarthy  v.  on,  93  Ark.  79,  123  S.  W.  785,  137  A. 

Whi4e,  21  Cal.  495,  82  Am.  Dec.  754;  S.  R.  78  and  note;  Wells  v.  Enright, 

Wells  V.  Enrifrht,  127  Cal.  669,  60  Pac  127  Cal.  669,  60  Pac.  439,  49  L.R.A. 

439,    49    L.R.A.    647;    Sterrett    v.  647;  Merrills  v.  Swift,  ^8  Conn.  257, 

Sweeney,  15  Idaho  416,  98  Pac.  418,  46  Am.  Dec.  315;  Fred  Miller  Brewing 

128  A.  S.  R.  68  and  note,  20  L.R.A.  Co.  v.  Capital  Ina.  Co.,  Ill  la.  590,  b'^ 

(N.S.)  963;  Fitzgerald  v.  Flanagan,  N.  W.  1023,  82  A  S.  B.  529  and  note; 
B.  C.  L.  Vol.  XVII.— 56.  881 
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be  estopped  to  assert'  Thus  it  ia  held  that  a  party  by  his  failure 
to  set  it  up  in  his  answer  will  be  regarded  as  having  waived  the  defense 
of  the  statute.*  So  it  has  been  decided  that  where  a  foreclosure  trial 
proceeds  until  the  close  of  the  mortgagee's  case,  without  the  issue 
of  limitations  being  raised,  and  the  liability  of  the  mortgagor  is  con- 
ceded, the  defense  must  be  deemed  waived,  and  an  answer  thereafter 
filed  without  leave  of  court,  setting  up  the  statute,  will  be  disregarded 
on  appeal.**  And  as  distinguished  from  a  waiver  it  seems  to  be  gen- 
erally recognized  that  a  person  may  withdraw  a  plea  of  the  statute 
&t  his  option  and  that  whetlier  he  has  done  so  is  a  question  for 
the  court  and  not  for  the  jury.^^  A  person  may  also  be  precluded 
by  an  acknowledgment  or  new  promise  or  by  a  part  payment 
from  relying  on  the  statute  as  a  defense.  So  a  mortgage  given  to 
secure  an  obligation  barred  by  the  statute  amounts  to  a  waiver  of 
the  bar.**  But  it  has  been  held  that  the  silence  of  a  subscriber  for 
corporate  stock  for  several  years  within  which  time  the  statute  of 
limitations  has  run,  and  his  sitting  by  while  large  expenditures 
were  being  made,  does  not  estop  him  from  pleading  the  statute  iigainst 
his  subscription  for  the  stock.*' 

241.  Who  May  Waive.— ^Since  the  privilege  of  the  plea  of  the  stat- 
ute of  limitations  is  a  personal  one  *'  a  waiver  must,  of  course,  be 
by  the  debtor  or  by  some  one  empowered  by  him  thus  to  act.*' 
Thus  a  mere  stranger  to  the  claim,  as  a  creditor,  aJtJiough  he  may 
be  injuriously  affected  by  his  debtor's  failure  to  set  up  the  statute, 
cannot  do  so  himself,  or  compel  his  debtor  to  do  so.  In  accordance 
with  this  view  it  has  been  held  that  if  a  judgment  creditor  brings 
a  suit  in  equi^  to  subject  the  lands  of  his  debtor  to  the  satisfaction 

Fitzgerald  v.  Flanagan,  155  la.  217,  Bep.  548;  Stnrges  v.  Burton,  8  Ohio 

135  N.  W.  738,  Ann.  Gas.  1914C  1104;  St.  215,  72  Am.  Dec.  582  and  note; 

Gilbert  v.  Hewetson,  79  Minn.  326,  82  Alexander  v.  Munroe,  54  Ore.  500,  101 

N.  W.  655,  79  A.  S.  R.  486  and  note;  Pac.  903,  103  Pac  514,  135  A.  S.  a 

Shapley  v.  Abbott,  42  N.  Y.  443,  1  840. 

Am.  Rep.  548;  Robinson  v.  McDowell,  10.  Alexander  v.  Munroe,  54  Ore. 

133  N.  C.  182,  45  S.  E.  545,  98  A.  S.  500,  101  Pac.  903,  103  Pac.  514,  135 

R.  704  and  note;  Stui^es  v.  Burton,  8  A.  S.  R.  840. 

Ohio  St.  215,  72  Am.  Dec.  582  and  11.  Moore  v.  Stuart,  215  Mass.  456, 

note.  102  N.  E.  658,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  472. 

Notes:  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  646;  L.R.A.  12.  See  infra,  par.  247  et  seq. 

1915B  1048.  13.  See  infra,  par.  283  et  seq. 

8.  Klass  V.  Detroit,  129  Mich.  35,  88  14.  Merrills  v.  Swift,  18  Conn.  257, 
N.  W.  204,  95  A.  S.  R.  407  and  note.  46  Am.  Deo.  315, 

See  Estoppel,  vol.  10,  p.  834.  16.  Note:  95  A.  S,  R.  421. 

9.  Rich  V.  Bray,  37  Fed.  273,  2  16.  See  supra,  par.  240  et  seq. 
L.R.A.  225;  Fred  Miller  Brewing  Co.  17.  Cuykendall  v.  Doe,  129  la.  453, 
V.  Capital  Ins.  Co.,  Ill  la.  590,  82  N.  105  N.  W.  698,  113  A.  S.  B.  472,  3 
W.  1023,  82  A.  S.  R.  529  and  note;  L.R.A.(N.S.)  449;  Welton  v.  Hoggs, 
Gilbert  v.  Hewetson,  79  Minn.  326,  82  45  W.  Va.  020,  32  S.  E.  232,  72  A.  S. 
N.  W.  655,  79  A.  S.  B.  486  and  note;  R.  833. 

Shupley  v.  Abbott.  42  M.  Y.  443, 1  Am. 
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of  tlie  judgment,  and  seta  up  the  existence  of  an  older  judgment  in 
favor  of  another  person,  which  is  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations, 
but  the  defendant,  being  alive,  does  not  plead  the  statute  as  to  that 
judgment,  which,  if  done,  would  give  the  plaintiff's  judgment  prior- 
ity, the  complainant  cannot  compel  him  to  do  so,  nor  file  such  plea 
himself.'^  And  it  has  been  held  that  an  attorney  empowered  to 
confess  judgment  on  an  obligation  before  it  was  barred  by  limitation 
has  no  authority  to  waive  the  defense  of  the  statute.**  But  there 
ia  authority  for  the  doctrine  that  there  may  be  a  confession  of  judg- 
ment by  an  executor  or  administrator  which  will  be  good  as  against 
the  estate.'*  It  seems  also  to  be  generally  held,  although 'there  is 
autiiority  to  the  contnu^,'  that  an  executor  or  administrator  is  not 
bound  to  plead  the  statute  against  a  debt  due  from  the  estate  and 
which  is  barred  but  may  waive  the  defense  of  limitation.*  But,  accord- 
ing to  some  cases,  while  an  administrator  is  not  bound  to  plead  tlie 
statute  of  limitations,  if  the  personal  assets  in  his  hands  are  suffi- 
cient to  pay  the  decedent's  debts,  where  a  resort  to  realty  is  neces- 
sary to  raise  a  fund  for  that  purpose  a  contrary  rule  prevails.'  And 
where  a  statute  provides  that  no  suit  shall  be  maintained  against  any 
administrator  unless  commenced  within  a  certain  time,  the  right 
of  an  administrator  to  waive  the  bar  of  the  statute  has  been  denied.' 
Again,  an  officer  of  a  corporation  may  in  some  cases,  under  a  proper 
authorization,  waive  the  right  to  plead  the  statute.*  In  this  connec- 
tion it  may  also  be  noted  that  Congress  may  by  legislation  waive  a 
defense  based  on  the  statute  of  limitations.*  But  an  officer  of  the 
government  cannot  waive  a  limitation  imposed  by  statute  upon  suits 
against  the  United  States,  in  the  absence  of  authority  permissive  of 
such  action.' 

242.  Requests  Not  to  Sue  or  for  Indulgence. — ^Although  a  request 
not  to  sue  may  wh^  coupled  with  other  circumstances  preclude  a 
party  from  availing  himself  of  the  statute,  yet  it  seems  to  be  gener- 
ally held  that  a  mere  request  by  the  defendant  not  to  sue,  without  any 

18.  WeltoD  V.  Boggs,  45  W.  Va.  620,  or  new  promise  by  executor  or  admin- 

32  S.  E.  232,  72  A.  S.  R.  833.  istrator;  par.  305,  as  to  part  payment 

19.  Cuykendall  v.  Doe,  129  la.  453,  by  such  representatives. 

105  N.  \V.  698,  113  A.  S.  R.  472,  3  3.  PoUard  v.  Scears,  28  Ala.  484,  65 
L.RA.(N.S.)  449.  Am.  Dec.  364. 

20.  Note:  L.E.A.191SB  1049.  Note:  L.R.A.1915B  1022. 

1.  Dawes  v.  Shed,  15  Haas.  6,  8  Am.  4.  Rockport  v.  Walden,  64  N.  H. 
Dec.  80  and  note.  167,  20  Am.  Rep.  131. 

Note:  L.R.A.1915B  1024.  5.  Wells  v.  Enright,  127  Cal.  669,  60 

See  also  Executors  and  Ad  minis-  Pac.  439,  49  L.R.A.  647. 
TBA.T0RS,  vol.  11,  p.  217.  6.  United  States  v.  Gumming,  130 

2.  Notes:  72  A.  S.  R.  837;  L.aA.  V.  S.  452,  9  S.  Ct  583,  32  U.  S.  (L. 
19156  1019.  See  also  Exscutors  and  ed.)  1029. 

Admikistbatdbs,  voL  11,  p.  216.  See  7.  Finn  v.  United  States,  123  U.  S. 
infra,  par.  279,  as  to  acJmowledgment  227,  8  S.  Gt  82,  31  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  128. 
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contract,  promise  to  pay,  or  agreemrat  not  to  plead  the  statute,  will 
not  prevent  him  from  taking  advantage  of  the  defense  thus  afforded.* 
Similarly  it  has  been  held  ^at  a  request  to  the  payee  for  indulgence 
to  the  payor  of  a  Qote  does  not  hinder  or  obstruct  his  legal  rights, 
and  cannot  preclude  the  sureties  from  the  protection  of  the  statute 
if  the  indulgence  run  for  the  statutory  period.* 

243.  Creditor  Hisled  by  Debtor. — A  debtor  has  frequently  been 
held  to  be  estopped  from  relying  on  the  statute  as  a  defense  where, 
by  acts  of  a  fraudulent  character,  he  has  misled  the  creditor  and 
induced  him  to  refrain  from  bringing  suit  within  the  statutory 
period.'*  And  if  a  defendant  intentionally  or  negligently  misleads 
a  plaintiff  by  bis  misrepresentations,  and  causes  him  to  delay  suing 
until  the  statutory  bar  has  fallen,  the  defendant  will  be  estopped  from 
pleading  the  statute  of  limitations.**  And  the  prevailing  view  seems 
to  be  that  the  doctrine  of  estoppel  applies  where  the  creditor,  before 
the  debt  is  barred,  is  lulled  into  security  by  the  oral  promise  of  the 
debtor  tiiat  he  will  not  avail  himself  of  the  statute  of  limitations, 
and  suit  is  delayed  by  reason  thereof.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the 
debtor  should  intend  to  mislead,  but,  if  his  declarations  are  such  as 
are  calculated  to  miedead  the  creditor,  who  acts  upon  them  in  good 
faith,  an  estoppel  will  be  created.**  So  payments  which  cause  the 
party  to  refrain  from  beginning  an  action,  and  which  induce  a  reason- 
able belief  that  they  are  made  to  prevent  suit,  are  held  to  create  an 
estoppel.  But  a  payment  by  an  heir  or  devisee,  where  there  is  no 
obligation  to  pay  the  debt,  is  held  not  to  have  this  result.  Nor  is 
silence  on  receiving  an  account  rendered  held  to  create  an  estoppel." 
Again,  an  ^toppel  has  been  held  to  apply  where  a  party  was  pre- 
vented from  taking  action,  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  statute, 
by  reason  of  representations  made  to  him  of  existing  facts,  within 
the  knowledge  of  the  party  making  them,  and  of  which  the  party 
relying  thereon  was  ignorant.    But  where  both  parties  are  equally 

8.  Klass  V.  Detroit,  129  Midi.  35,  88  fraud  suspending  the  operatioD  of  the 
N.  W.  204,  fl5  A.  8.  R.  407  and  note;  statute. 

Brown  V.  Atlantic  Coast  line  B.  Co.,     1^-  Holman  v.  Omaha,  etc.,  R.,  etc.. 


147  N.  C.  217,  60  S.  E.  985. 16  LJl,A. 
(N.S.)  645  and  note. 

Note:  9  Ann.  Cas.  766.  See  63 
L.R.A.  201  note. 


Co.,  117  la,  268,  90  N.  W.  833,  94  A. 
S.  R.  293,  62  L.R.A.  395;  Missouri, 
etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Pratt,  73  Ean.  210,  85 
Pac.  141,  9  Ann.  Cas.  751. 


9.  Coleman   v.   Walker,   3  Mete 
(Ky.)  65,  77  Am.  Dee.  163. 
Note:  9  Ann.  Cas.  756. 


Note:  95  A.  S.  R.  420. 


10.  Union  Mort^.,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Peters, 
72  Miss.  1058,  18  So.  497,  30  L.R.A. 
829;  HoUoway  v.  Appelget,  56  N.  J. 
Eq.  583,  40  Atl.  27,  62  A.  S.  R.  827. 

Note:  95  A.  S.  R.  419. 


I  ^j. ,  uuiuiou  V.  v/uiiuiK,  etc.,  iA>.,  eve., 

Co.,  117  la.  268,  90  N.  W.  833,  94  A, 
S.  R.  293,  62  L.R.A.  395;  Klass  v.  De- 
troit, 129  Mich.  35,  88  N.  W.  204,  95 
A.  S.  R.  407  and  note. 


12.  Schroeder  v.  Young,  161  U.  S. 
334,  16  S.  Ct.  512,  40  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
721;  Holman  v.  Omaha,  etc.,  R.,  etc.. 


Note:  63L.R.A.  195. 


See  supra,  par.  213  et  seq.,  as  to 


13.  Note:  a3L.R.A.  203. 
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informed,  or  the  representations  did  not  delay  the  bringing  of  the 
action;  or  where  there  is  no  inducement  given  for  delay;  or  where 
the  representation  is  as  to  something  to  be  done,  or  is  not  intended 
to  prevent  a  suit,  and  made  with  an  honest  b^ef;  or  where  there 
is  no  concealment,  or  any  effort  to  prevent  a  suit,  it  is  held  that 
there  is  no  estoppel.^^  And  in  general  it  is  said  that  a  defendant  is 
not  estopped  to  plead  the  statute  of  limitations,  unless  it  can  be  fairly 
said  tiiat  he  is  responsible  for  deceiving  the  plaintiff,  and  inducing 
him  to  postpone  action  upon  some  reasonably  well  founded  belief 
that  his  claim  will  be  adju8ted  if  he  does  not  sue.*'  Or,  as  it  has 
been  declared,  the  cases  of  estoppel  seem  to  be  confined  to  those 
instances  where  an  intentional  or  negligent  deception  is  involved.'* 

244.  Application  of  Principles  Relating  to  Deception  by  Debtor.— 
In  the  application  of  the  principles  relating  to  acts  of  the  debtor  by 
which  his  creditor  has  been  misled  it  has  been  decided  that  an  estop- 
pel to  plead  the  statutory  bar  to  an  action  for  personal  injuries  arises 
where,  pending  negotiations  for  settlement,  the  defendant  gave  assur- 
ance that  the  bar  would  not  be  pleaded,  and  the  plsuntiff,  relying  there- 
on, neglected  to  bring  suit  until  ^e  statutory  period  has  elapsed.*'* 
Similarly  a  municipality  cannot  assert  the  dormancy  of  certain  judg- 
ments against  it  for  failure  to  issue  execution  thereon  within  the 
prescribed  period  where,  during  most  of  that  period,  it  was  carrying 
out  its  contract  arrangement  with  its  judgment  creditors  to  pay  such 
judgments  in  tiie  order  of  their  rendition,  out  of  the  judgment  fund, 
the  effect  of  which  was  to  prevent  the  judgment  creditors  from  taking 
such  steps  as  the  law  permitted  to  collect  their  judgments  by  execution 
or  mandamus.**  And  it  has  also  been  held  that  one  who  fraudulently 
obtains  money  on  a  mortgage  by  representing  that  his  property  is 
unencumbered  is  estopped  to  contest  the  mortgagee's  right  of  sub- 
rogation to  earlier  liens  on  the  ground  that  they  are  barred  by  the 
statute  of  limitations.  And  the  representative  of  a  deceased  person, 
who  stands  in  his  shoes,  is  said  to  be  bound  by  an  wtoppel  raised  by 
the  fraud  of  the  decedent.  But  it  has  been  decided  that  the  mere 
persuasion  of  one  defrauded  into  purchasing  corporate  stock  not  to 
bring  an  action  for  the  damages  will  not,  in  the  absence  of  fraud, 

14.  Andreae  v.  Redfleld,  9B  U.  S.  18.  Holman  t.  Omaha,  etc.,  B.,  etc., 
225,  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  158.  Co.,  117  la.  268,  90  N.  W.  833,  94  A. 

Note:  63  L.B.A.  202.  S.  R.  293,  62  L.R.A.  395. 

16.  Klass  T.  Detroit,  129  Mich.  35,  19.  Beadles  v.  Smyseg,  209  U.  S. 
88  K.  W.  204,  95  A.  S.  B.  407  and  393,  28  S.  Ct  S22,  62  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
bote.  849. 

16.  Klass  T.  Detroitf  129  Mich.  35,  20.  TTnion  Mortg.,  etc.,  Co.  v,  Peters, 
88  K.  W.  204,  95  A.  S.  B.  407  aod  72  Misa.  1058,  18  So.  497,  30  L.B.A. 
note.  829. 

17.  See  Bupra,  par.  243. 
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prevent  the  one  who  effected  such  result  from  taking  advantage  of 
the  statute  of  limitations  when  the  action  is  brought.' 

245.  Agreements  Generally. — Although,  according  to  some  decis- 
ions, agreements  to  waive  the  statute  will  not  be  upheld,*  the  weight 
of  authority  establishes  the  rule  that  an  agreement  or  promise,  whether 
oral  or  written,  by  the  debtor  not  to  plead  the  statute  of  limitations, 
made  before  the  expiration  of  the  statutory  period,  and  relied  upon 
by  the  ^editor,  until  aft^  the  statutory  period  has  expired,  operates 
as  an  estoppel  in  pais  as  against  the  dei>tor,  and  precludes  him  from 
interposing  the  defense  of  the  statute  to  defeat  flie  action,*  in  some 
cases  there  being  an  indication,  however,  that  the  agreement  should 
be  for  a  definite  or  reasonable  time.*  And  although  there  is  authority 
to  the  contrary,^  it  is  held  in  several  jurisdictiona  that  such  benefit 
may  be  waived  by  an  express  agreement  made  contemporaneously 
with,  and  as  a  part  of,  the  principal  agreement  out  of  which  the 
cause  of  action  arises.*  And  it  has  been  decided  that  an  agreement 
not  to  plead  Uie  statute  of  limitations  is  not  void  as  against  public 
policy,  and  that  the  forbearance  to  bring  suit  on  a  claim  is  a  sufficient 
consideration  for  such  an  agreement.'  And,  in  general,  it  is  said 
that  an  agreement  in  accord  and  satisfaction,  or  for  an  arbitration  and 
award,  or  for  a  reference,  or  an  agreement  that  a  claim  is  to  abide 
the  issue  of  a  suit  on  another  claim,  or  any  agreement  whereby  the 
creditor  is  lulled  into  security  and  thereby  delays  action,  is  held  to 
create  an  estoppel,  and  to  bar  the  debtor  from  relying  on  the  statute. 
This  is  on  the  ground  that,  where  the  act  or  promise  of  one  man 
causes  the  other  to  do  something  which  he  otherwise  would  not  have 
done,  or  to  forbear  to  do  something  which  he  otherwise  would  have 

1.  McKay  v.  McCarthy,  146  la.  546,  Notaa:  95  A.  8.  B.  411,  417:  63 
123  N.  W.  755,  34  L.RA.(N.S.)  911  L.RA.  193;  16  UB.A.(N.S.)  646. 

and  note.  4,  Wells  v.  Enright,  127  Cal.  669,  60 

2.  Moxley  v.  Eagan,  10  Bush  (Ky.)  Pac.  439,  49  L.R.A.  647;  Holman  v. 
156,  19  Am.  Rep.  61;  Union  Central  Omaha,  etc.,  B.,  etc,  Co.,  117  la.  268, 
Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Spinbs,  119  Ky.  261,  90  N.  W.  833,  94  A.  S.  R.  293,  62 
83  S.  W.  615,  84  S.  W.  1160,  7  Ann.  L.R.A.  395;  Parchen  v.  Chessman,  49 
Cas.  913  and  note,  69  L.R.A.  264;  Mont.  326,  142  Pac.  631,  146  Pac.  469, 
Shapley  v.  Abhott,  42  N.  Y.  443, 1  Am.  Ann.  Cas.  1916A  681  and  note;  Lyn- 
Rep.  548.  See  also  Estoppel,  vol.  10,  don  Sav.  Bank  v.  International  Co.,  78 
p.  834.  Vt.  169,  62  Atl.  50, 112  A.  S.  R.  900. 

3.  Randon  v.  Toby,  11  How.  493,  5.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916A  688. 

13  V.  S.  (L.  ed.)  784;  Smith  v.  Lan-  6.  Parchen  v.  Chessman,  49  Mont 
rence,  38  Cal.  24,  99  Am.  Dec.  344;  326,  142  Pac.  631,  146  Pac.  469,  Ann. 
Wells  V.  Enright,  127  Cal.  669,  60  Pac.  Cas.  1916A  681  and  note;  Lyndon  Sav. 
439, 49  L.R.A.  647;  Holman  v.  Omaha,  Bank  v.  International  Co.,  78  Vt.  169, 
etc.,  R.,  etc.,  Co.,  117  la.  268,  90  N.  W.  62  Atl.  50,  112  A.  S.  R.  900. 
833,  94  A.  S.  R.  293  and  note,  62  7.  Wells  v.  Enright,  127  Cal.  669, 
L.R-A.  395;  Burton  v.  Stevens,  24  Vt.  60  Pac.  439,  49  L.R.A.  647.  But  sea 
131,  58  Am.  Dec.  153  and  note;  Lyn-  Kellogg  v.  Dickinson,  147  Maes.  432, 
don  Sav.  Bank  v.  International  Co..  78  18  N.  E.  223, 1  L.B.A.  346. 
Vt.  169,  62  Atl.  50,  U2  A.  S.  R.  900. 
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done,  the  other  is  estopped  from  taking  advantage  of  the  act  or  omis- 
sion caused  by  his  own  act  or  promise.^  So  a  valid  agreement  not  to 
su6  upon  a  demand  until  the  happening  of  a  particular  event  has 
been  held  to  suspend  the  running  of  (he  statute  until  such  event 
occurs.* 

246.  Particular  Agreements  as  to  Waiver. — In  accordance  with  the 
prevailing  views  as  to  the  right  by  agreement  to  waive  the  protection 

the  statute  it  has  been  held  that  the  makers  of  a  promissory  note 
may  stipulate  therein  that  they  will  waive  it.''  So  it  has  been  decided 
that  the  bar  of  the  statute  is  removed,  and  the  defendant  is  techni- 
cally estopped  from  setting  up  the  defense  of  limitations,  whe"e  he 
signed  an  agreement  on  the  back  of  notes,  to  the  effect  that  he  would 
not  take  any  advantage  of  the  statute  on  the  notes.'*  And  it  seems 
that  a  promise  to  pay  a  debt,  though  not  in  writing,  may  be  made  in 
such  a  manner  that  if  relied  upon  by  the  person  to  whom  made,  it 
may  constitute  an  estoppel  against  the  person  making  it  to  plead 
the  bar  of  the  statute.'*  But  a  parol  promise  by  the  defendant  not  to 
avail  himself  of  this  defense  if  the  plaintiff  will  allow  him  further  time 
has  been  held  not  to  estop  the  defendant  from  setting  up  the  statute 
in  a  suit  brought  upon  that  claim,  as  the  promise,  not  being  in  writing, 
as  required  by  law,  is  not  such  an  acknowledgment  of  indebtedness 
as  will  relieve  the  claim  from  the  operation  of  the  statute.'*  And 
an  oral  promise  to  make  a  renewal  of  a  debt,  or  to  waive  the  statute 
of  limitations  by  a  writing  to  be  executed  in  the  future,  has  been 
held  not  to  amount  to  a  renewal  or  a  waiver  when  it  appears  that  the 
instrument  was  prepared  but  its  execution  was  postponed  from  time 
to  time  and  finally  left  undone.'* 


247.  Development  of  Ae  Law. — The  act  21  James  I,  c.  16,  which, 
as  we  have  already  stated,  was  the  basis  of  statutes  of  limitation  in 
this  country,**  made  no  exception  in  those  cases  where  an  acknowl- 
edgment, or  a  new  promise,  or  a  part  payment  had  been  made  by  the 
debtor.  A  judicial  exception  was,  however,  ingrafted  thereon  at  an 
early  date  tbat  a  new  promise  or  part  payment  of  the  debt  revived  the 

8.  Notes:  63  L.R.A.  198;  16  L.R.A.  Am.  Deo.  153  and  note. 
(N.S.)  645.  13.  Note:  95  A.  S.  R.  418. 

9.  Smith  V.  Lawrence,  38  Cal,  24,  99  14.  Shaplev  v.  Abbott,  42  N.  Y.  443. 
Am.  Dec.  344.  1  Am.  Rep.  548. 

10.  See  supra,  par.  245.  16.  Hartranft's  Estate,  153  Pa.  St 

11.  Lyndon  Sav.  Bank  v.  Interna-  530,  26  Atl.  104,  34  A,  S.  R.  717  and 
tiona!  Co..  78  Vt.  169,  62  Atl.  50,  112  note. 


XIII.  ACKMOWLEDOHENT  AND  NeW  PbOMISB 


In  Omeral 


A.  S.  R.  900. 
12.  Burton  v.  Stevens,  24  Vt.  131,  58 


16.  See  snpra,  par.  2. 
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cause  of  action,  and  started  the  statute  running  anew,  although  no 
effect  was  given  to  a  simple  acknowledgment.  This  conclusion  was 
founded  on  the  theory  that  the  statvite  created  simply  a  presumption 
of  payment  or  served  only  to  extinguish  the  remedy  of  the  creditor. 
Subsequently  it  was  held  that  an  acknowledgment  was  evidence  from 
which  a  new  promise  to  pay  might  properly  be  found.  At  a  somewhat 
later  date  Lord  Tenterden,  after  saying  that  there  were  undoubtedly 
authorities  to  the  effect  that  the  statute  was  founded  on  a  presumption 
of  payment,  that  whatever  r^els  that  presumption  is  an  answer  to 
the  statute,  that  any  acknowled^ent  which  repels  that  presumption 
is  in  legal  effect  a  promise  to  pay  the  debt,  and  that,  though  such 
acknowledgment  is  accompanied  with  only  a  conditional  promise,  or 
even  a  refusal  to  pay,  the  law  considers  the  condition  or  refusal  void, 
and  the  acknowledgment  itself  an  unconditional  answer  to  the  statute, 
further  declared  in  substance  that  these  cases  are  unsatisfactory  and 
in  conflict  with  some  others,  and  that  the  true  doctrine  is  that  an 
acknowledgment  can  be  an  answer  to  the  statute  only  upon  the  ground 
that  it  is  an  evidence  of  a  new  promise,  and  that  while,  upon  a  general 
acknowledgment,  where  nothing  is  said  to  prevent  it,  a  general  promise 
to  pay  may  and  ought  to  be  implied,  yet,  where  a  debtor  guards  his 
acknowledgment  and  accompanies  it  with  a  declaration  to  prevent  any 
such  implication,  a  promise  to  pay  could  not  be  raised  by  implica- 
tion.^' ShorUy  after  this  Lord  Tenterden's  act  (9  Geo.  IV,  c.  14) 
was  passed,  by  which  it  was  enacted  that  no  new  promise  should 
be  sufficient  to  take  the  case  out  of  the  operation  of  the  statute  unless 
in  writing,  signed  by  the  party  to  bo  charged ;  further  providing  that 
the  effect  of  part  payment,  which  the  courts  had 'held  operated  to 
revive,  should  not  be  changed  by  that  enactment.  The  purpcse  of 
that  act  was  to  put  a  limitation  upon  the  rule  ingrafted  upon  the 
original  statute  by  the  courts,  by  requiring  the  new  promise,  which 
the  courts  held  sufficient  to  toll  the  statute,  to  be  in  writing.  The 
act  did  not  create  the  rule,  but  simply  recognized  -its  existence,  and 
limited  or  restricted  its  application  or  operation.  Thus  the  law  came 
to  this  country,  and  a  statute  similar  to  Lord  Tenterden's  act  is  found 
upon  the  statute  books  of  nearly  all,  if  not  all,  of  our  states.**  And 
it  has  been  declared  as  a  general  rule,  in  respect  to  acknowledgments, 
that  there  must  be  one  of  these  three  things  to  take  the  case  out  of 
the  statute:  Either  there  must  be  an  acknowledgment  of  the  debt, 
from  which  a  promise  to  pay  is  to  be  implied;  or  secondly,  there 
must  be  an  unconditional  promise  to  pay  the  debt;  or  thirdly,  there 

17.  Doran  v.  Doran,  145  la:  122, 123  18.  Olson  t.  Dahl,  99  Minn.  433, 109 
N.  W.  996,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  805  and  N.  W.  1001,  116  A.  S.  R.  435,  9  Ann. 
note;  Gillingham  v.  Brown,  178  Mass.  Cas.  252,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  444. 


417,  60  N.  £.  122,  55  L.B^.  320. 
Note:  102  A.  S.  R.  752. 


Not«:  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  440. 
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must  be  a  conditional  promise  to  pay  the  debt,  and  evidence  that 
the  condition  has  been  performed." 

248.  General  Rule. — ^It  is  a  general  rule  that  a  new  promise  to  pay 
a  debt  or  an  unqualified  acknowledgment  of  a  debt  from  which  a 
promise  to  pay  may  be  implied  will  take  a  case  out  of  the  statute,*" 
where  it  is  not  coupled  with  any  refusal  to  pay  or  accompanied  by 

19.  Gnsty  v.  Donlan,  159  Mass.  245,  v.  House,  29  Hd.  194, 96  Am.  Dec  615 
34  N.  E.  360, 38  A.  S.  R.  419  and  note;  and  note;  Stewart  v.  Garrett,  65  Ud. 
^lUoDghby  T.  Irish,  35  Ifinn.  63,  27  392.  6  Atl.  324,  57  Am.  Rep.  333  and 
N.  W.  379,  59  Am.  Rep.  297.  ntfte;  Perkins  v.  Dyer,  71  Md.  421,  18 

Notes:  102  A.  S.  R.  762  ;  38  hJLA.  Atl.  889,  6  L.R.A  198;  Beeler  t. 


See  also  Wairm  t.  Cleveland,  111  A.  S.  R.  439  and  note;  Bangs  v.  Hell,  2 

Tenn.  174,  76  S.  W.  910, 102  A.  S.  R.  Hck.  (Mass.)  368,  13  Am.  Dec.  437 

749.  and  note;  Richardson  t.  Thomas,  13 

20.  Clementson    v.    'mUiams,    8  Gray  (Mass.)  381,  74  Am.  Dee.  636 

Craneh  72,  3  U.  S.  (L,  ed.)  491;  Mat-  and  note;  Gusty  v.  Donlan,  159  Mass. 

tmgly  T.  Boyd,  20  How.  128,  15-  U.  S.  245,  34  N.  E.  360,  38  A  S.  R.  419  and 

(L.  ed.)  845;  Newell  v.  Nixon,  4  WaU.  note:  Willoni^by  v.  Irish,  35  Minn.  63, 

572,  18  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  305 ;  Shepherd  27  N.  W.  379, 59  Am.  Rep.  297 ;  Elliott 

T.  Thompson,  122  U.  S.  231,  7  S..  Gt  v.  Leake,  5  Mo.  208,  32  Am.  Dee.  314; 

1229,  30  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1156;  St.  John  Chambers  t.  Bubey,  47  Mo.  99,  4  Am. 

V.  Garrow,  4  Port.  (Ala.)  223,  29  Am.  Rc^  318;  Chidsey  t.  Powell,  91  Mo. 

Dec.  280  and  note;  McCormiek  t.  622,  4  S.  W.  446,  60  Am.  Rep.  267; 

Brown,  36  Gal.  180,  95  Am.  Dec.  170  Danforth  v.  Culver,  11  Johns.  (N.  T.) 

and  note;  Loid  t.  Shaler,  3  Conn.  131,  146,  6  Am.  Dee.  361;  McCrea  v.  Pnr- 

8  Am.  Dee.  160  and  note;  Peck  v.  Bote-  mort,  16  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  460,  30  Am. 

ford,  7  Conn.  172,  18  Am.  Dec.  92;  Dee.  103;  Van  Keoren  v.  Pannelee,  2 

Austin  V.  Bostwick,  9  Conn.  496,  25  N.  T.  523,  51  Am.  Dec.  322  and  note; 

Am.  Dec  42  and  note;  Norton  v.  Shep-  Shapley  t.  Abbott,  42  N.  T.  443, 1  Am. 

ard,  48  Conn.  141,  40  Am.  R«p.  157  Rep.  548;  Simonton  v.  Clark,  65  N.  C. 

and  note;  Newlin  v.  Duncan,  1  Har.  525,  6  Am.  Rep.  752;  Kirby  v.  ilills, 

(Del.)  204,  25  Am.  Dec  66;  Lanier  v.  78  N.  C.  124,  24  Am.  Rep.  460;  Lew 

McGabe,  2  Pla.  32,  48  Am.  Dec  173  v.  Cadet,  17  Serg.  &  R.  (Pa.)  126,  17 

and  note;  Dickinson  V.  McCamy,  5  Ga.  Am.  Dec  650;  Kensington  Bank  v. 

486,  48  Am.  Dec  298  and  note;  Max-  Patton,  14  Pa.  St.  479,  53  Am.  Dec 

tin  V.  Broach,  6  Ga.  21,  50  Am.  Dec.  564;  Palmer  v.  GiUespie,  95  Pa.  St. 

306  and  note;  Dem  v.  Olsen,  18  Idaho  340,  40  Am.  Rep.  657;  Glenn  v.  Mc- 

358,  110  Pac  164,  Ann.  Caa.  1912A  CuIIough,  Harp.  L.  (S.  C.)  484, 18  Am. 

1  and  note,  L.R.A.1915B  1016;  Mellick  Dec.  661  and  note;  Burden  v.  McEI- 

V.  De  Seelhorat,  Breese  (111.)  221,  12  henny,  2  Nott  ft  MeC.  (S.  C.)  60,  10 

Am.  Dec.  172  and  note ;  Harris  v.  Mills,  Am.  Dec  570  and  note;  Lee  v.  Perry, 

28  111.  44,  81  Am.  Dec.  259;  Senninger  3  McCord  L.  (S.  C.)  552, 15  Am.  Deo. 

V.  Rowley,  138  la.  617, 116  N.  W.  695,  650  and  note;  Johnson  v.  Bounethea, 

18  L.R.A.(N.S.)  223;  Elder  v.  Dyer,  3  Hill  L.  (S.  C.)  15,  Riley  L.  9,  30 

26  Kan.  604,  40  Am.  Rep.  320;  Slaugh-  Am.  Dec.  347;  Warren  v.  Cleveland, 

tor's  Succession,  108  La.  492,  32  So.  Ill  Tenn.  174,  76  S.  W.  910,  102  A. 

379,  58  L.R.A.  408  and  uote;  Frey  v.  S.  R.  749;  McClenuey  v.  MeCIenney,  3 

Kirk,  4  Gill  &  J.  (Md.)  509,  23  Am.  Tex.  192,  49  Am.  Dec  738  and  note; 

Dec.  581  and  note;  Ellicott  v.  Nichols,  Thurmond  v.  Trammell,  28  Tex.  372, 

7  Gill  (Md.)  85,  48  Am.  Dec.  546  and  91  Am.  Dec  321;  Olcott  v.  Scales,  3 

note;  Johnson  v.  Evans,  8  Gill  (Md.)  Yt.  173,  21  Am.  Dec  585  and  note; 

155,  50  Am.  Dec  669  and  note;  Knight  Wheelock  v.  Doolittle,  18  Vt  440,  46 


(N.S.)  577. 


Clarke,  90  Md.  221,  44  Atl.  1038,  78 


Digitized  by 


Goo 


S  249 


UBUTATION  OF  ACTIONS 


17  R.  C.  L. 


any  circumstances  such  as  to  lepel  the  inference  or  to  leave  it  in  doubt 
whether  tine  person  intended  to  prolong  the  time  of  legal  limitation,* 
even  though  there  is  no  express  promise  on  the  part  of  the  debtor.^  And 
even  the  slightest  acknowledgment  has  been  held  sufficient.*  It  is  not, 
however,  the  mere  acknowledgment  of  a  subsisting  indebtment  which 
removes  the  bar.  Where  a  debt  is  admitted  to  be  due,  the  law  raises  a 
promise  to  pay  it.  And  it  is  this  new  promise,  either  made  in  express 
terms  or  deduced 'from  an  acknowledgment,  as  a  legal  implication, 
which  is  to  be  regarded  as  reanimating  the  old  promise,  or  as  impart- 
ing vitality  to  the  remedy,  which,  by  lapse  of  time,  has  become  extinct, 
and  thus  enabling  the  creditor  to  recover  upon  his  original  contract  * 
In  this  connection  it  has  also  been  held  that  an  acknowledgment 
sufficient  to  remove  the  bar  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  at  law,  will 
also  be  sufficient  in  equity.* 

249.  Consideration. — The  fact  that  a  debt  barred  by  the  statute  of 
limitations  still  exists  affords  a  sufficient  consideration  to  uphold  a 
new  promise  to  pay  it,*  or,  as  it  is  sometimes  expressed,  the  moral 


Am.  Dec.  163  and  note;  Abrahams  v.  48  Am.  Dec.  546  and  note;  Beeler  v. 
Swann,  18  W.  Va.  274,  41  Am.  Rep.  Clarke,  90  Md.  221,  44  Atl.  1038,  78 
692  and  note;  Pritchard  v.  Howell,  1  A.  S.  R.  439  and  note;  Richardson  v. 
Wig.  131,  60  Am.  Dec.  363  and  note.      Thomas,  13  Gray  (Mass.)  381,  74  Am. 

Notes:  62  Am.  Dec.  101;  9  A.  S.  R.  Dec.  636  and  note;  Custy  v.  Donlan, 
116;  39  A.  S.  R.  739;  43  A.  S.  R.  637;  159  Mass.  245,  34  N.  E.  360,  38  A.  S. 
35  L.R.A.{N.S.)  1177.  R.  419  and  note;  Chambers  v.  Rubey, 

1.  Dem  V.  Olseo,  18  Idaho  358,  110  47  Mo.  99,  4  Am.  Rep.  318;  Levy  v. 
Pac.  164.  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  1  and  note,  Cadet,  17  Serg.  &  R.  (Pa.)  126, 17  Am. 
L.E.A.  1915B  1016;  Olcott  v.  Scales,  Dec.  650;  Palmer  v.  Gillespie,  95  Pa. 
3  Vt.  173,  21  Am.  Dec.  585  and  note.  St.  340, 40  Am.  Rep.  657;  Coles  v.  Kel- 
See.  infra,  par.  262,  as  to  acknowledg-  sey,  2  Tex.  541,  47  Am.  Dec.  661  and 
ing  claim  but  not  renouncing  benefit  note.  Compare  Tate  v.  Clements,  16 
of  statute.  Pla.  339,  26  Am.  Rep.  709. 

2.  Elliott  V.  Leake,  5  Mo.  208,  32  Notes:  43  A.  S.  R.  637;  102  A.  S  R. 
Am.  Dec.  314;  Chidsey  v.  Powell,  91  753. 

Mo.  622,  4  S.  W.  446,  60  Am.  Rep.  5.  Harris  v.  Mills,  28  111.  44,  81  Am. 
267;  Glenn  v.  McCulIough,  Harp.  L.  Dec.  259. 

{8.  C.)  484, 18  Am.  Dec.  661  and  note;  6.  Bell  v.  Morrison,  1  Pet  351,  7  U. 
Olcott  V.  Scales,  3  Vt  173,  21  Am.  Dec.  S.  (L.  ed.)  174;  Shepherd  v.  Thomp- 
585  and  note.  son,  122  U.  S.  231,  7  S.  Ct  1229,  30 

3.  Burden  v.  McElhenny,  2  Nott  &  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1156;  McCormick  v. 
McC.  (S.  C.)  60, 10  Am.  Dec.  570  and  Brown,  36  Cal.  180,  95  Am.  Dec.  170 
note.  and  note;  Spilde  t.  Johnson,  132  la. 

4.  Mattingly  v.  Boyd,  20  How.  128,  484, 109  N.  W.  1023, 119  A.  S.  R.  578, 
15  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  845;  St.  John  v.  Gar-  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  439  and  note;  Chace  v. 
row,  4  Port.  (Ala.)  223,  29  Am.  Dec.  Trafford,  116  Mass.  529,  17  Am.  Rep. 
280  and  note;  Newlin  v.  Duncan,  1  171;  Custy  v.  Donlan,  159  Mass.  245, 
Har.  (Del.)  204,  25  Am.  Dec.  66;  Dem  34  N.  E.  360,  38  A.  S.  R.  419  and  uote; 
V.  Olsen,  18  Idaho  358,  110  Pac.  164,  Willoughby  v.  Irish,  35  Minn.  63,  27 
Ann.  Cas.  1912A  1  and  note,  L.R.A.  N.  W.  379,  59  Am.  Rep.  297;  Batch- 
1915B  1016;  Mellick  v.  De  Seelhorst,  elder  v.  Batchelder,  48  N.  H.  23,  97 
Braese  (DI.)  221,  12  Am.  Dec.  172;  Am.  Dec.  569;  Danforth  v.  Culver,  11 
ElUcott  V.  Nichols,  7  Qill  (Md.)  85,  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  146,  6  Am.  Dee.  361; 
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obligation  to  pay  a  debt  barred  by  limitation  is  a  sufficient  considera- 
tion for  the  new  promise.'  As  has  been  stated  in  an  earlier  part  of 
this  article,  statutes  of  limitation  operate  on  the  remedy  only  and 
do  not  extinguish  the  debt.*  The  debt  remains  in  foro  conscientiee 
as  obligatory  after  the  expiration  of  the  period  as  before;  and  upon 
this  theory  the  indebtedness  has  always  been  considered  a  good  con- 
sideration.* Some  cases,  however,  take  the  view  that  the  validity  of 
such  new  promises  does  not  rest  on  the  consideration  of  moral  obliga- 
tion, but  on  the  right  of  a  party  to  waive  the  protection  of  a  statute 
relieving  him  from  indebtedness.*** 

250.  Necessity  of  a  Writing. — ^By  the  statutes  of  most  of  the  states 
it  is  provided  in  substance  that  no  acknowledgment  or  promise  shall 
be  evidence  of  a  new  or  continuing  contract,  whereby  to  take  any  case 
out  of  the  operation  of  l^e  statute,  unless  such  acknowledgment  or 
promise  be  made  or  contained  by  or  in  some  writing  subscribed 
by  the  party  chargeable.**  The  general  rule  as  to  the  character 
and  sufficiency  of  acknowledgments  applies  with  full  force  to  those 
in  writing.  They  must  be  clear  and  unequivocal,**  of  such  a  character 
that  a  promise  to  pay  the  debt  may  be  inferred,**  or  contain  nothing 
inconsistent  with  such  an  inference,**  and  must  sufficiently  identify 
the  debt  or  be  of  such  a  character  that  there  is  no  uncertainty  as  to 
the  debt  referred  to.**  And,  although  in  some  jurisdictions  it  is  held 
that  the  acknowledgment  must  not  only  be  in  writing  but  an  uncon- 

Jones  V.  Moore,  5  Binn.  (Pa.)  673,  6  Am.  Dee.  553  and  note;  Chidsey  v. 

Am.  Dec.  428;  Coles  v.  Kelsey,  2  Tex.  PoweU,  91  Mo.  622,  4  S.  W.  446,  60 

541,  47  Am.  Dec.  661  and  note ;  Worn-  Am.  Rep.  267 :  Pierce  v.  Seymour,  52 

ack  V.  Womaek,  8  Tex.  397,  58  Am.  Wis.  272,  9  N.  W.  71,  38  Am.  Rep. 

Dec.  119,  overraled  on  another  point  by  737. 

Fitzgerald  v.  Turner,  43  Tex.  79.  Note:  102  A.  S.  R.  768. 

Notes:  39  A.  S.  R.  739;  102  A.  S.  12.  Pieree  v.  Merrill,  128  Cal.  473, 

R.  752,  753  ;  53  L.R.A.  362.  61  Pae.  67,  79  A.  S.  R.  63  and  note; 

7.  Koons  V.  Vanconsant,  129  Mich.  Kleis  v.  McGrath,  127  la.  459,  103  N. 
260,  88  N.  W.  630,  95  A  S.  R.  438  W.  371,  109  A.  S.  R.  396  and  note,  69 
and  note;  Pritehard  v.  Howell,  1  Wis.  L.R.A.  260;  Holley  v.  Curry,  58  W. 
131,  60  Am.  Dec.  363  and  note.  Va.  70,  51  S.  E.  135, 112  A.  S.  R.  944 

8.  See  supra,  par.  4.  and  note. 

9.  Levy  v.  Cadet,  17  Berg.  A  R.  Note:  5  L.R.A.  743. 

(Pa.)  126,  17  Am.  Dec.  650.  13.  Pierce  v.  Merrill,  128  Cal.  473, 

10.  Note:  53  L.R.A.  362.  61  Pac.  67,  79  A.  S.  R.  63  and  note; 

11.  Walsh  V.  Mayer,  111  U.  S.  31,  HoUey  v.  Curry,  58  W.  Va.  70,  51  S. 
4  S.  Ct.  260,  28  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  338;  E.  135, 112  A.  S.  R.  944  and  note. 
Sears  v.  Howe,  80  Conn.  414,  68  Atl.  14.  Manchester  v.  Braedner,  107  N.' 
983,  12  Ann.  Cas.  809  and  note;  Dem  T.  346,  14  N.  K.  405,  1  A-  S.  R.  829 
V.  Olsen,  18  Idaho  358,  110  Pac.  164,  and  note. 

Ann.  Cas,  1912A1,L.R.A.1915B  1016;  15.  Opp  v.  Wack,  52  Ark.  288,  12 

Chase  v.  Trafford,  116  Mass.  529,  17  S.  W.  565,  5  L.R.A,  743  and  note; 

Am.  Rep.  171;  Blanchard  v.  Blanch-  Doran  v.  Doran,  145  la.  122,  123  N. 

ard,  122  Mass.  568,  23  Am.  Rep.  397;  W.  996,  25  LJLA.(N.S.)  806  and  note. 
Briscoe  v.  Anketell,  28  Miss.  361,  61 
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ditional  promise  to  pay  the  debt,**  aa  a  general  rule,  under  statutes 
of  this  character,  a  definite  recognition  and  acknowledgment  of  the  de- 
mand without  qualification  and  from  which  a  willingness  to  pay  may 
be  inferred  are  considered  to  be  suflBcient  as  in  case  of  a  parol 
acknowledgment."  So  it  has  been  said  that  the  language  "acknowl- 
edgment of  the  justness  of  the  claim,"  in  such  a  statute,  had  a  well 
deHned  meaning  in  the  law  of  limitations  before  such  statutes  were 
passed,  and  the  provision  was  intended  to  require  them  to  be  in 
writing  where  before  they  could  have  been  oral^  and  not  to  restrict 
the  power  of  parties  to  contract  generally.  The  purpose  was  only 
to  require  those  things  which  had  become  known  as  acknowledgments 
of  claims  to  be  in  writing.^*  Again,  in  construing  such  a  statute  it 
has  been  decided  that,  as  at  common  law  verbal  acknowledgments 
were  sufficient,  a  statute  requiring  written  acknowledgments  applies 
only  to  those  cases  within  the  provisions  of  the  general  statute  and 
that  as  to  cases  not  within  its  provisions  the  common  law  would 
prevail.^*  Thus,  in  line  with  the  gen«^  doctrine  it  has  been  held 
that  the  acknowledgment  by  a  signed  writing  required  by  such  a 
statute  to  take  a  claim  against  a  deceased  person  out  of  the  statute  of 
limitations  is  only  such  as,  if  made  orally  or  by  an  unsigned  writing, 
would  be  sufficient  to  preserve  an  action  against  the  deceased  in  his 
lifetime,  and  in  such  a  case  an  unequivocal  acknowledgment  of  an 
existing  indebtedness  is  sufficient,  and  no  new  promise  in  express 
words  is  required.***  Parol  evidence  is  also  admissible  to  prove  the 
contents  of  a  written  acknowledgment  of  indebtedness,  which  has 
been  lost,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  case  out  of  the  statute  of 
limitations.*  And  it  has  been  decided  that  letters  written  by  a 
creditor,  requesting  payment  tad  referred  to  in  letters  written  by 
the  debtor  in  reply  thereto,  are,  to  the  extent  that  they  make  intel- 
ligible the  letters  of  the  former,  a  part  of  such  letters,  and  in  con- 
nectiou  therewith  are  admissible  in  evidence  and  that  it  is  competent 
to  prove  tiie  contents  of  such  letters  by  secondary  evidence  where  the 
originals  are  not  procurable.'  And  in  several  cases  it  has  been  held 

16.  Dern  v.  Olsen,  18  Idaho  358, 110  18.  San  Antonio  Real  Estate,  etc., 

Pac  164,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  1,  L.R.A.  Ass'n  v.  Stewart,  94  Tex.  441,  «1  S. 

1915B  1016  and  note;  Warren  v.  W.  386,  86  A.  S.  R.  864. 

Cleveland,  111  Tenn.  174,  76  S.  W.  19.  Perkins  v.  Cheney,  114  Mich. 


17.  "Walsh  V.  Mayer,  111  U.  S.  31,  note. 

4  S.  Ct.  260,  28  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  338;  20.  Sears  v.  Howe,  80  Conn.  414,  6S 

Sears  v.  Howe,  80  Conn.  414,  68  Atl.  Atl.  983,  12  Ann.  Cas.  809  and  note. 

983,  12  Ann.  Cas.  809  and  note;  Dem  1.  Read  v.  Price,  [1909]  2  K.  B. 

V.  Olsen,  18  Idaho  358,  110  Pac.  164,  (Eng.)  724,  17  Ann.  Cas.  171. 

Ann.  Cas.  1912A  1,  L.R.A.1915B  1016  2.  Sears  v.  Howe,  80  Conn.  414,  68 

and  note;  Doran  v.  Doran,  145  la.  122,  Atl.  983,  12  Ann.  Gas.  809  sad  Bote. 
123  N.  W.  996,  25  L.R.A.(N.8.)  805 


910, 102  A.  S.  R.  749  and  note. 


567,  72  N.  W.  695,  68  A.  S.  R.  495  and 


and  note. 
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that  a  chain  of  letters  from  the  debtor  to  the  .creditor  may  be  intro- 
duced in  evidence  to  show  an  acknowledgment  in  accord  with  the 
statutory  provision  •  Again,  it  has  been  held  that  a  letter,  signed  by 
the  partnership  name  containing  an  acknowledgment  of  liability  on 
a  note  made  by  the  individual  members,  is  sufficient  where  the  note^ 
though  in  form  that  of  the  individual  paxtnera,  is  in  reality  a  partner- 
ship) obligation,  and  the  firm  is  the  agent  of  all  the  members.* 

251.  Instances  of  Application  of  Rule  as  to  Writings. — In  the  appli- 
cation of  the  general  rule  as  to  the  construction  of  statutes  requiring 
an  acknowledgment  to  be  in  writing,  it  has  been  held  that  a  mortgage 
may  be  revived  by  making  a  conveyance  of  the  property  by  the  mort- 
gagor, subject  to  the  mortgage,  upon  which  a  certain  amount  is 
stated  to  be  due  and  unpaid ;  *  and  that  a  sufficient  acknowledgment 
in  writing  may  consist  of  an  order  drawn  by  the  debtor  in  favor  of 
the  creditor,  and  requesting  a  third  person  to  pay  the  creditor  a  sum 
named  in  such  order.*  Again,  it  has  been  decided  that  a  statute  pro- 
viding that  a  mortgage  shall  not  be  created,  renewed,  or  extended 
except  by  a  writing  executed  with  the  formalities  required  in  the 
case  of  a  grant  of  real  property  does  not  prevent  the  mortgage  from 
continuing  to  operate  as  security  for  indebtedness,  the  form  of  which 
has  been  changed  by  giving  a  new  note  therefor,  though  but  for  the 
giving  of  such  new  note  the  pre-existing  evidence  of  indebtedness 
would  be  barred.'  But  it  has  been  held  that  an  account  stated,  which 
is  not  supported  by  evidence  of  some  writing  signed  by  the  party 
to  be  charged,  will  not  prevent  the  running  of  the  statute  gainst  the 
previously  existing  liabilities  included  therein."  Also,  the  making 
and  delivery  of  a  second  note  given  for  unpaid  interest  on  a  prior 
note  after  the  latter  is  barred  by  limitation  have  been  held  not  to  be 
such  a  written  admission  of  the^  debt  evidenced  by  the  first  note  as 
will  operate  to  revive  the  right  of  action  thereon,  and  prevent  the 
interposition  of  the  statute.*  And  it  has  also  been  held  that  a  con- 
tract to  compensate  by  legacy  one  who  has  performed  services,  in 
consideration  of  his  waiving  present  enforcement  of  the  claim,  is 
independent,  and  not  a  new  prormse  to  pay  the  old  claim,  within  the 
provision  of  the  statute  that  no  such  promise  shall  take  a  claim  out 
of  the  operation  of  the  statute  of  limitations  unless  in  writing.^*' 

3.  Note:  12  Ann.  Caa.  811.  120  Cat  220,  52  Pu.  683,  65  A.  S.  R. 

4.  Walsh  V.  Mayer,  111  U.  S.  31,  4  179. 

S.  a.  260,  28  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  338.  8.  Jasper  Trust  Co.  v.  Lamkin,  162 

6.  Doran  v.  Doran,  145  la.  122, 123  Ala.  388,  50  So.  337, 136  A.  S.  R.  33, 

N.  W.  996,  26  L.RA.(N.S.)  805  and  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1237;  Chace  v.  Traf- 

note.  ford,  116  Mass.  529, 17  Am.  Rep.  171. 

6.  Manchester  r.  Braedner,  107  N.  9.  Kleis  v.  MeOrath,  127  la.  459, 
Y.  346,  14  N.  E.  405,  1  A.  S.  R.  829  103  N.  W.  371, 109  A.  S.  R.  396  and 
and  note.  note,  69  L.R.A.  260. 

7.  London,  etc..  Bank  v.  Bandmann,  10.  Murtha  t.  Donohoo,  1^  Wis. 
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Again,  where  a  person  indebted  to  another  in  a  certain  sum  of  money 
writes  to  him  recognizing  the  indebtedness;  tells  him  that  he  will 
keep  the  money  until  he  deems  him  capable  of  taking  care  of  it; 
that  he  shall  have  it  certain;  that  he  does  not  intend  to  interfere 
with  it ;  and  that  he  may  consider  it  on  interest,  it  has  been  held  to 
be  sufficient  for  the  creation  of  a  valid  trust  which  is  not  within  the 
operation  of  the  statute  of  limitations.^^ 

252.  Time  of  Making  Acknowledgment — ^In  reference  to  the  stat- 
ute of  limitations,  a  distinction  has  sometimes  been  taken  between  a 
new  promise  made  before  the  statute  has  run  and  one  made  after 
the  parties  have  been  exonerated  by  the  lapse  of  time,"  and  some  cases 
hold  that  an  acknowledgment  or  promise  made  while  the  contract  is  a 
subsisting  liability  establishes  a  continuing  contract  and  when  made 
after  the  bar  of  the  statute  a  new  contract."  The  general  rule  seems 
to  be  that  there  is  no  distinction  between  the  legal  effect  of  an  acknowl- 
edgment or  payment  made  before  or  after  the  bar  of  the  statute  of 
limitations  has  attached,  as  in  either  case  the  effect  is  to  subvert  the 
principle  of  presumed  payment  on  which  the  statute  is  founded.** 
And  the  original  debt  is  a  sufficient  legal  consideration  for  the  prom- 
ise whether  made  before  or  after  the  hen  of  the  statute  is  complete.'^ 

253.  Subject  of  New  Promise. — The  rule  relating  to  acknowledg- 
ments, new  promise  or  part  payment  has  been  confined  in  its  applica- 
tion to  contracts  express  or  implied  for  the  payment  of  money  and 
has  not  been  extended  to  actions  in  tort  or  upon  specialties  which  are 
required  to  be  brought  within  a  certain  time.**  The  theory  of  the 
courts  in  this  respect  is  that,  as  to  such  obligations,  the  action  is  not, 
and  cannot  be,  founded  upon  a  promise,  either  express  or  implied, 
but  must,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  eitiier  in  debt  or  covraant; 
therefore  a  new  promise  or  part  payment  will  not  continue  the  right 
of  action."  Thus  a  subsequent  promise  will  not  operate  to  remove 
the  bar  of  the  statute  of  limitations  against  an  action  of  indebitatus 

481, 134  N.  W.  406, 136  N.  W.  158,  41  Notes:  62  Am.  Dec.  102;  102  A.  S. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  246.  R.  756. 

11.  Hamer  v.  Sidway,  124  N.  T.  15.  Shepherd  v.  Thompson,  122  V. 
538,  27  N.  E.  256,  21  A.  S.  R.  693,  12  8.  231,  7  S.  Ct.  1229,  30  U.  S.  (L.  ed.> 
L.R.A.  463.  1156.   See  supra,  par.  249,  as  to  con- 

12.  Elliott  T.  Leake,  5  Mo.  208,  32  sideration  generally. 

Am.  Dee.  314;  Van  Keuren  v.  Parme-  16.  Nelson  v.  Petterson,  229  IH.  240, 

lee,  2  N.  Y.  523,  51  Am.  Dec.  322.  82  N.  E.  229,  11  Ann.  Cas.  178  and 

13.  McCormick  v.  Brown,  36  Cal.  note,  13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  912  and  note; 
180,  95  Am.  Dee.  170.  And  see  infra,  Olson  v.  Dahl,  99  Minn.  433,  109  N. 
par.  254.  W.  1001,  U6  A.  S.  R.  435,  9  Ann.  Cas. 

14.  St.  John  V.  Garrow,'  4  Port.  252,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  444.  See  infra, 
(Ala.)  223,  29  Am.  Dec.  280  and  note;  par.  288,  as  to  payments  on  judgments. 
Bound  V.  Lathrop,  4  Conn.  336.  10  17.  Olson  v.  Dahl,  99  Minn.  433, 109 
Am.  Dec.  147;  Cowhick  v.  Shingle,  5  N.  W.  1001,  116  A.  S.  R,  435,  9  Ann. 
Wyo.  87,  37  Pac.  689,  63  A.  S.  R.  17  Cas.  252,  8  L.R.A.{N.S.)  444. 

and  note,  25  L.R.A.  608. 
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assumpsit  based  upon  fraudulent  representations  and  concealments 
by  defendant,  since  the  foundataon  of  the  action  is  in  tort,  and  it  is 
only  by  a  fiction  of  law  that  a  promise  to  pay  is  said  to  be  implied.'* 
And  the  same  conclusion  has  been  reached  in  respect  to  an  action  for 
slander  which  has  been  barred  by  the  statute,  it  being  held  that  it 
cannot  be  revived  by  an  admission  that  tho  slander  had  formerly 
been  uttered.^*  Again,  it  has  been  held  that  a  bond  barred  by  the 
statute  of  limitations,  and  upon  which  no  payments  have  been  made, 
is  not  a  sufficient  consideration  to  support  an  action  upon  an  express 
promise  to  pay  it.^°  And,  although  there  is  authority  for  the  doctrine 
that  a  judgment  is,  without  regard  to  the  cause  of  action  on  which  it 
is  founded,  a  debt  ex  contractu  which,  when  barred  by  the  statute 
of  limitations,  may  be  revived  by  a  new  promise,'  yet  there  are  other 
cases  which  hold  that  a  judgment  does  not  come  within  the  rule  that 
a  new  promise  suspends  the  operation  of  the  statute  of  limitations 
and  revives  and  continues  the  cause  of  action.* 

254.  Effect  of  New  Promise  on  Action. — Anew  promise,  made  before 
a  debt  is  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations,  is  held  not  to  create  a 
new  and  substantive  contract,  but  to  be  merely  evidence  of  an  existing 
liability,*  and  to  fix  a  new  date  from  which  the  statute  runs>  And 
where  the  action  is  barred,  at  the  time  of  the  promise,  it  has  been 
held  in  some  cases  that  it  does  not  give  any  new  cause  of  action,  but 
only  revives  the  old  cause,  and  is  of  no  other  use  than  to  prevent  the 
bar,  and  that  the  action  should  be  brought  on  the  original  cause.' 
In  these  cases  it  is  said  that  the  statute  does  not  annihilate  the  debt 

18.  Nelson  v.  Petterson,  229  HI.  240,  4.  Dern  v.  Olaen,  18  Idaho  358,  110 
82  N.  E.  229,  11  Ann.  Cas.  178  and  Pae.  164,  Ann.  Gas.  1912A  1,  L.E.A. 
note,  13  L.It.A.(N.S.)  912  and  note.  1915B  1016. 

19.  Note:  U  Ann.  Cas.  180.  Note:  102  A.  S.  R.  763. 

20.  Ludlow  V.  Van  Camp,  7  N.  J.  U  5.  St.  John  v.  Garrow,  4  Port. 
113,  11  Am.  Dec.  529  and  note.  (Ala.)  223,  29  Am.  Dec.  280  and 

1.  MeCormick  v.  Brown,  36  Cal.  note;  H&rlan  v.  Bemie,  22  Ark.  217, 
180,  95  Am.  Dee.  170  and  note;  Spilde  76  Am.  Dec.  428  and  note;  Lord  v. 
V.  Johnson,  132  la.  484,  109  N.  W.  Shaler,  3  Conn.  131,  8  Am.  Dec.  160 
1023, 119  A.  S.  R.  578,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  and  note;  Newlin  v.  Duncan,  1  Har. 
439  and  note;  Olcott  v.  Scales,  3  Vt  (Del.)  204,  25  Am.  Dec.  66;  Elder  v. 
173,  21  Am.  Deo.  585  and  note.  Dyer,  26  Kan.  604,  40  Am.  Rep.  320; 

Note:  9  Ann.  Cas.  254.  Wurth  v.  Paducah,  116  Ky.  403.  76  S. 

2.  Olson  V.  Dahl,  99  Minn.  433,  109  W.  143,  105  A.  S.  R.  225;  Way  v. 
N.  W.  1001,  116  A.  S.  R.  435,  9  Ann.  Sperry,  6  Cmh.  (Mass.)  238,  52  Am. 
Cas.  252  and  note,  8  L.RA.(N.S.)  Dec.  779  and  note;  Batchelder  v.  Bat- 
444;  Berkson  v.  Cox,  73  Miss.  339,  18  chelder,  48  K.  H.  23,  97  Am.  Dec.  569; 
So.  934,  55  A.  S.  R.  539  and  note.  Shippery  v.  Henderson,  14  Johns.  (N. 

3.  Dem  v.  Olsen,  18  Idaho  358,  IW  Y.)  178,  7  Am.  Dee.  458;  Cobham  v. 
Pac.  164,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  1,  L.R.A.  Moaely,  3  N.  C.  6,  2  Am.  Dee.  612; 
1915B  1016;  Briscoe  v.  Anketell,  28  Kyle  y.  Wells,  17  Pa.  St.  286,  55  Am. 
Miss.  361,  61  Am.  Dee.  553  and  Dec  556. 

note. 
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but  suqtends  the  remedy.*  Therefore  the  action  is  held  to  be  on  the 
original  cause  of  suit  and  when  the  statute  is  set  up  as  a  defense,  the 
replication  of  a  new  promise  is  proper  and  is  no  departure,  as  it  does 
not  operate  as  setting  forth  a  new  cause  of  action,  but  to 'remove  from 
the  way  the  obstacle  in  the  form  of  the  limitation  statute,  which  has 
been  set  up  against  a  recovery.'  On  the  other  hand  there  is  much 
authority  for  the  doctrine  that  the  previous  debt  is  merely  the  con- 
sideration for  the  new  promise,*  and  that  it  is  the  new  promise  which 
takes  the  case  out  of  t^e  statute  and  that  such  promise  is  a  new  con* 
tract  to  pay  a  pre-existing  debt  which  does  not  bind  the  party  because 
by  force  of  law  it  has  been  extinguished.  The  acknowledgment  or 
promise  is  therefore  held  to  create  a  new  contract,  giving  the  creditor 
a  new  cause  of  action.*  And  in  this  connection  it  has  been  said  that 
the  legal  effect  of  an  acknowledgment  of  a  debt  barred  by  the  statute 
of  limitations  is  that  of  a  promise  to  pay  the  old  debt,  and  for  this 
purpose  the  old  debt  is  a  consideration  in  law.  In  that  sense,  and  for 
that  purpose,  the  old  debt  may  be  said  to  be  revived.  .  It  is  revived 
as  a  consideration  for  a  new  promise.  But  the  new  promise,  and  not 
the  old  debt,  is  the  measure  of  the  creditor's  right.'* 

Essentials  and  Suficiency 

255.  In  General. — No  set  form  of  words  is  necessary  to  constitute  a 
sufficient  acknowledgment.^'  Nor,  in  the  absence  of  a  statute,  is  it 
necessary  that  an  acknowledgment  or  new  promise  be  in  writing." 

6.  Lord  V.  Shaler,  3  Conn.  131,  8  27  N.  W.  379,  59  Am.  Rep.  297 ;  Eniott 
Am.  Dec.  160;  Newlin  v.  Dancan,  1  v.  Leake,  5  Mo.  208,  32  Am.  Dec  314 
Har.  (Del.)  204,  25  Am.  Dec.  66.        and  note;  Mayberry  v.  Willoughby,  5 

7.  Lord  V.  Shaler,  3  Conn.  131,  8  Neb.  368,  25  Am.  Rep.  491;  Dan£orth 
Am.  Dec.  160.  v.  Culver,  11  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  146,  6 

8.  McCormiek  v.  Brown,  36  CaL  Am.  Dec.  361;  Depuy  v.  Swart,  3 
180,  95  Am.  Dec.  170  and  note;  Custy  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  135,  20  Am.  Dec.  673 
V.  Donlan,  159  Mass.  245,  34  N.  E.  360,  and  note;  Jones  v,  Moore,  5  Bin.  (Pa.) 
38  A.  S.  R.  419  and  note;  Danforth  v.  573,  6  Am.  Dec  428;  Fleming  v.  Flem- 
Culver,  11  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  146,  6  Am.  ing,  33  S.  C.  505,  12  S.  E.  257,  26  A. 
Dec.  361;  Jones  v.  Moore,  5  Bin.  (Pa.)  S.  E.  694  and  note;  Coles  v.  Kelaey,  2 
573,  6  Am.  Dec  428;  Fleming  v.  Flem-  Tex.  541,  47  Am.  Dec.  661  and  note; 
ing,  33  S.  C.  505,  12  S.  E.  257,  26  A,  Cowhick  v.  Shingle,  6  Wyo,  87, 37  Pac 
S.  R.  694  and  note;  Coles  v.  Kelsey,  2  689,  63  A.  8.  B.  17  and  note,  26  L.B.A. 
Tex.  541,  47  Am.  Dec  661  and  note.  608. 

Note:  102  A.  S.  R.  753.  Notes:  62  Am.  Dec  102;  39  A.  S.  R. 

9.  Bell  T.  Morrison,  1  Pet.  351,  7  740  ;  40  A.  S.  R.  565;  102  A.  S.  R.  753. 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  174;  MeCormick  v.  10.  Cnsty  v.  Donlan,  159  Mass.  245, 
Brown,  36  Cal.  180,  95  Am.  Dec  170  34  N.  E.  360,  38  A.  S.  R.  419  ftnd  note, 
and  note;  Tate  v.  Clements,  16  Fla.  11.  Dickinson  v.  McCamy,  5  6a.  486, 
339,  26  Am.  Rep.  709;  Martin  v.  48  Am.  Dec  298  and  note;  Elder  v. 
Broach,  6  6a.  21,  50  Am.  Dec.  306  Dyer,  26  Kan.  604,  40  Am.  Rep.  320; 
and  note;  Custy  t.  Donlan,  159  Mass.  Throop  v.  Russell,  145  Mich.  482,  108 
245.  34  N.  E.  360,  38  A.  S.  R.  419  and  N.  W.  1013, 116  A.  S.  R.  314  and  note, 
note;  Willoughby  v.  Irish,  35  Minn.  63.  12.  Note:  L.RA.1915B  1046. 
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In  general  any  language  of  the  debtor  to  the  creditor,  clearly  admitting 
the  debt  and  showing  an  intention  to  pay  it,  will  be  considered  an 
implied  promise  to  pay  and  will  take  the  caae  out  of  the  statute.'* 
Thus  it  has  been  held  that  an  acknowledgment  of  a  debt  in  terms 
admitting  it  to  be  due  and  assigning  poverty  as  a  reason  for  nonpay- 
ment takes  the  case  out  of  the  statute,'**  as  has  also  an  admission  by 
a  defendant  that  a  debt  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations  has  only 
been  paid  in  part.'*  In  general,  what  will  amount  to  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  an  existing  debt  should  be  determined  by  a  consideration  of 
all  that  the  defendant  has  said  upon  the  subject  at  any  one  time  or 
conversation.  The  whole  should  be  taken  together,  the  parts  which 
qualify  or  native  as  well  as  the  parts  which  seem  to  admit  the 
debt'*  So  the  (ffesumption  of  a  promise  to  pay,  resulting  from  the 
acknowledgment  of  a  debt,  may  be  rebutted  by  other  parts  of  the 
conversation,  which  show  ^at  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  defend- 
ant to  bind  himself  to  pay  the  debt  on  demand.'^  In  this  connection 
it  has  also  been  held  that  where  the  facts  are  undisputed  that  go  to 
prove  a  promise  sufficient  to  take  a  debt  out  of  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions, whether  it  amounts  to  a  sufficient  acknowledgment  or  not  is 
a  question  of  law  for  the  court  to  determine.'*  But  where  the  facts 
are  disputed,  it  is  held  that  whether  a  sufficient  acknowledgment  or 
promise  has  been  made  is  a  mixed  question  of  law  and  fact  to  be 
passed  upon  by  the  jury.'*  And  there  are  some  cases  which  hold  that 
the  fact  of  a  new  promise  should  be  left  as  any  other  fact  to  the  jury, 
with  proper  instructions  from  the  court  in  req>ect  to  an  inference 
of  a  new  promise.** 

13.  St.  John  v.  Garrow,  4  Port  I  will  Uun  pay  yon;" have  aeknovd- 

(Ala.)  223,  29  Am.  Dee.  280  and  note:  edged  the  debt  to  yon  in  my  letters 

Norton  v.  Sh^ard,  48  Conn.  141,  40  again  and  again,  and  thei«fore  it 

Am.  Rep.  167  and  note.  stands  as  good  as  if  you  had  my  bond," 

Snch  expresaion  as  "I  do  not  want  Abrahams  v,  Swann,  18  W.  Va.  274, 

to  be  held  longer  <m  the  note,"  Elder  41  Am.  R^.  692  and  not^  have  been 

T.  Dyer,  26  Kan.  604,  40  Am.  Rep.  held  aoffieient. 

320;  "I  will  pay  it  as  soon  as  possi-  14.  Olcott  v.  SoalsB,  8  Vt.  173,  21 

ble,"  Norton  v.  Shepard,  48  Conn.  Am.  Dec,  685  and  note. 

141,  40  Am.  Rep.  167  and  note;  "I  15.  MoClenney   v.    HcClenney,  3 

(Mumot  pay  it  now  as  I  have  two  mem-  Tex.  192,  ^  Am.  Deo.  738  and  note. 

hers  of  my  family  to  support,"  Bed-  16.  Bangs  v.  Hall,  2  Piek.  (Mass.) 

er  V.  Clarke,  90  Ud.  221,  44  Atl.  1038,  368,  13  Am.  Dee.  437  and  note. 

78  A.  S.  B.  439  and  note;  "now  if  I  17.  Kensington  Bank  v.  Patton,  14 

ean  make  this  deal  will  try  and  get  Pa.  St.  479, 63  Am.  Dec.  564. 

enoi^h  money  down  to  liquidate  ^e  18.  Martin  t.  Broach,  6  Ga.  21,  60 

mortgage  you  hold  against  the  prop-  Am.  .Deo.  306  and  note. 

erty,"  Dem  v.  Olsen,  18  Idaho  358,  Notes:  10  Am.  Dee.  673  ;  5  L.R.A. 

110  Pae.  164,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  1,  743. 

L.R.A.1915B  1016;  "you  shall  be  paid  19.  Martin  v.  Broach,  6  Oa.  21,  SO 

aa  I  get  the  money  over  and  above  my  Am.  Dec.  306  and  note, 

bread  and  meat; "  '4f  I  get  the  money  20.  Melliok  y.  De  Seelhont,  Braeee 
H.  C.  L.  VoL  XVn.— 67.  897 
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256.  Clearness  and  Explicitness  Required. — A  new  promise  which 
will  take  a  case  out  of  the  statute  may  be  either  express  or  implied  in 
consequence  of  an  acknowledgment,  though  in  either  event  it  must 
he  clear  and  definite.*  Where  an  express  promise  is  relied  on  it  must 
be  proved  in  a  clear  and  explicit  manner  and  be  unequivocal  and 
determinate  and  if  conditions  are  annexed  it  must  be  shown  that 
they  have  been  performed.*  If  there  be  no  express  promise,  but  a 
promise  is  to  be  raised  by  implication  of  law,  from  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  party,  such  acknowledgment  ou^t  to  contain  an  unquali- 
fied and  direct  admission  of  a  present  subsisting  debt,  which  the 
party  is  liable  and  willing  to  pay.  If  there  be  accompanying  circum- 
stances, which  repel  the  presumption  of  a  promise  or  intention  to 
pay— if  the  expression  be  equivocal,  vague,  or  indeterminate,  leading 
to  no  certain  conclusion,  but  at  best  to  probable  inferences,  which 
may  affect  different  minds  in  different  ways — ^tiiey  ought  not  to  go 
to  a  jury  as  evidence  of  a  new  promise,  to  revive  the  cause  of  action.' 

(DL)  221,  12  Am.  Dee.  172;  Levy  v.  22  Axk.  217, 76  Am.  Dec.  428  and  note; 

Cadet,  17  Seig.  A  R.  (Pa.)  126,  17  Parker  v.  Carter,  91  Ark.  162,  120  S. 

Am.  Dec  650;  Fisher  v.  Doncan,  1  W.  836,  134  A.  S.  R.  60;  McCormick 

Hen.  &  M.  (Ta.)  663,  3  Am.  Dee.  605.  v.  Brown,  36  Cal.  180, 95  Am.  Dee.  170 

1.  ClementBon  v.  Williams,  8  Craneh  and  note;  Pieree  v.  Merrill,- 128  Cal. 
72,  3  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  491;  Harlan  473,  61  Pac.  67,  79  A.  S.  R.  63  and 
Bemie,  22  A^.  217,  76  Am.  Dec  428  note;  Homblower  v.  George  Washing- 
imd  note;  UcCormick  v.  Brown,  36  ton  Univermty,  31  App.  Cas.  (D.  C.) 
Cal.  180,  95  Am.  Dee.  170  and  note;  64, 14  Ann.  Cas.  696;  Nelson  t.  Han- 
Lanier  v.  McCabe,  2  Fla.  32,  48  Am.  son,  92  la.  356,  60  N.  W.  665,  54  A.  S. 
Dee.  173  and  note;  Dickinson  v.  Mc-  R.  568  and  note;  Hareums  v.  Terry, 
Camy,  5  Oa.  486,  48  Am.  Dec.  208  and  146  Ky.  145, 142  S.  W.  209,  37  L.R.A. 
note;  Bell  v.  Rowland,  Hardin  (Ky.)  (N.S.)  885;  Stewart  v.  Garrett,  65  Md. 
301,  3  Am.  Dec  729  and  note;  Will-  392,  5  Atl.  324,  57  Am.  Rep.  333  and 
oughby  V.  Irish,  35  Minn.  63,  27  N.  W.  note ;  Mumf ord  v.  Freeman,  8  Mete. 
379,  59  Am.  Rep.  297;  Van  Keuren  v.  (Mass.)  432,  41  Am.  Dec.  532;  Custy 
Parmelee,  2  N.  T.  523,  51  Am.  Dec  v.  Donlan,  159  Mass.  245,  34  N.  E.  360, 
322  and  note;  Rainey  v.  Link,  25  N.  38  A.  S.  R.  419  and  note;  Halladay  v. 
C.  376,  40  Am.  Dec  411  and  note;  Weeks,  127  Mich.  363,  86  N.  W.  799, 
Kirby  v.  Mills,  78  N.  C.  124,  24  Am.  89  A.  S.  R.  478  and  note;  Throop  v. 
Rep.  460;  Coleman  v.  Fobes,  22  Pa.  Russell,  145  Mich.  482, 108  N.  W.  1013, 
St.  156,  60  Am.  Dec  75.  116  A.  S.  R  314  and  note;  Chambera 

Note:  62  Am.  Dec.  101.  v,  Rubey,  47  Mo.  99,  4  Am.  Rep.  318; 

2.  Bell  V.  Morrison,  1  Pet  351,  7  Braithwaite  v.  Harvey,  14  Mont.  208, 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  174.  36  Pac.  38,  43  A.  S.  R.  625  and  note, 

Note:  102  A.  S.  R  757.  27  L.R.A.  101;  Meyberry  v.  WUiough- 

3.  Wetzell  v.  Busaard,  11  Whe«t.  by,  6  Neb.  368,  26  Am.  Rep.  491 ;  Wall- 
309,  6  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  481;  Bell  v.  Mor-  ber  v.  Caldwell,  79  Neb.  418,  112  N. 
risen,  1  Pet.  351,  7  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  174;  W.  584,  126  A.  S.  R.  675  and  note; 
Moore  V.  Columbia  Bank,  6  Pet.  86,  8  Shoemaker  v.  Benedict,  11  N.  T.  176, 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  329;  Shepherd  v.  62  Am.  Dec  95;  Manchester  v.  Braed- 
Thompson,  122  U.  S.  231,  7  S.  Ct.  ner,  107  N.  Y.  346,  14  N.  E.  405,  1  A. 
1229,  30  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1156;  St.  John  S.  R.  829  and  note;  Connecticut  Tni^t, 
V.  Garrow,  4  Port.  (Ala.)  223,  29  Am.  etc,  Co.  v.  "Weal,  172  N.  Y.  497,  6j  N. 
Dec.  280  and  note;  Harlan  v.  Bemie,  E.  261,  92  A.  S.  R.  756  and  note;  Si- 
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Otherwise,  it  is  said,  slight  circumstances,  and  a  man's  loose  eiqnres- 
aions,  would  be  construed  into  a  full  acknowledgment  of  the  debt, 
when  he  himself  neither  intended  to  make  noi  understood  himself 
as  making  any  acknow.Iedgment  at  all.*  So  a  mere  admission  of  legal 
liability  is  held  not  to  be  sufficient  to  take  a  case  out  of  the  operation 
of  the  statute.' 

257.  References  Not  Sufficiently  Explicit — In  the  application  of 
the  general  rule  as  to  clearness  and  explicitness,*  it  has  been  held 
that  a  mere  reference  to  the  indebtedness,  although  consistent  with 
its  existing  validity,  and  implying  no  disposition  to  question  its  bind- 
ing obligation,  or  a  suggestion  of  some  action  in  reference  to  it,  is  not 
such  an  acknowledgment  as  is  contemplated  by  the  statute.'  Simi- 
larly it  has  been  held  insufficient- merely  to  acknowledge  that  the 
claim  was  originally  just;  *  nor  is  a  mere  expression  of  hope  or  expec- 
tation sufficient  to  meet  the  requirements.*  And  it  has  also  been 
held  that  the  recital  in  a  deed  that  the  conveyance  is  made  "subject 
to  mortgage"  is  not  such  an  acknowledgment  of  the  mortgage  indebted- 

monton  v.  Clark,  66  N.  C.  525,  6  Am,  and  note;  Pierce  v.  Seymour,  52  Wis. 

Eep.  752;  Riggs  v.  Roberts,  85  N.  C.  272,  9  N.  W.  71,  38  Am.  Rep.  737; 

151,  39  Am.  Rep.  692;  Grady  v.  Wil-  Stanford  Spalding,  etc.,  Banking  Co. 

son,  115  N.  C.  344,  20  S.  E.  518,  44  A.  v.  Smith,  [1892]  1  Q.  B.  765,  61  L.  J. 

S.  R.  461  and  note;  Fries  v.  Boisselet,  Q.  B.  405,  66  L.  T.  N.  S.  306,  40  W.  R. 

9  Serg.  &  R.  (Pa.)  128,  11  Am.  Dec.  355,  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  165  and  note; 

683  find  note;  Kensington  Bank  V.  Pat-  Tanner  v.  Smart,  6  B.  &  C.  603,  13 

ton,  14  Pa.  St.  479,  53  Am.  Dec.  564;  E.  C.  L.  273,  30  Rev.  Rep.  461,  16 

Welster  v.  Newbold,  41  Pa.  St.  482,  82  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  160  and  note. 

Am.  Dee.  487;  Miller  v.  Baschora,  83  Notes:  62  Am.  Dee.  101;  9  A.  S.  R. 

Pa.  St.  356,  24  Am.  Rep.  187;  Palmer  116;  34  A.  S.  R.  721;  39  A.  S.  R.  739; 

V.  Gillespie,  95  Pa.  St.  340,  40  Am.  58  A.  8.  R.  318;  68  A.  S.  R.  501;  102 

Rep.  657;  Macrum  v.  Marshall,  129  A.  S.  R.  757,  763,  774;  5  L.R.A.  743; 

Pa.  St.  506, 18  Atl.  640, 15  A.  S.  R.  730  29  L.R.A.(N.S.)   346;  L.R.A.1915B 

and  note:  Linderman  V.  Pomeroy,  142  1045. 

Pa.  St.  168,  21  Atl.  820,  24  A.  S.  R.  4.  Bell  v.  Morrison,  1  Pet.  361,  7  U. 

494  and  note;  Ward  v.  Jack,  172  Pa.  S.  (L.  ed.)  174. 

St.  416,  33  Atl.  577,  51  A.  S.  R.  744  5.  Pritchard  v.  Howell,  1  Wia.  131, 

and  note ;  Hidden  v.  Cozzens,  2*  R.  I.  60  Am.  Dec.  363  and  note. 

401,  60  Am.  Dec.  93;  Dorsey  v.  Gun-  6.  See  supra,  par.  256,  as  to  clear- 

kle,  18  S.  D.  454, 101  N.  W.  36,  5  Ann.  ness  and  explicitness  required. 

Cas.  810  and  note;  Coles  v.  Kelaey,  2  7.  Wallber  v.  Caldwell,  79  Neb.  418, 

Tex.  541,  47  Am.  Dec.  661  and  note;  112  N.  W.  584,  126  A.  S.  R.  675  and 

Thurmond  v.  Trammell,  28  Tex.  372,  note. 

91  Am.  Dec.  321;  Krueger  v.  Krueg-  8.  Clemcntson     v.     Williams,  8 

er,  76  Tex.  178,  12  S.  W.  1004,  7  Craneh  72,  3  U.  S.  (L..ed.)  491;  St 

L.R.A.  72;  Sutton  v.  Burrus,  9  Leigh  John  v.  Garrow,  4  Port.  (Ala.)  223, 

(Va.)  381,  33  Am.  Dec  246  and  note;  29  Am.  Dee.  280  and  note;  Coles  v. 

Abrahams  v.  Swann,  18  W.  Va.  274,  Kelsey,  2  Tes.  541,  47  Am.  Dec.  661 

41  Am.  Eep.       ;:ud  note;  Holley  v.  and  note;  Sutton  v.  Burrus,  9  Leigh 

Carry,  58  W.  Va.  70,  51  S.  E.  135, 112  (Va.)  381,  33  Am.  Dee.  246. 

A.  S.  R.  944  and  note;  Pritchard  v.  9.  Note:  38  L.R.A.(N.S.}  577.  Sea 

Howell,  1  Wis.  131.  60  Am.  Dee.  363  infra,  par.  260,  as  to  conditions. 
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ness  as  will  stay  the  running  of  the  statute  of  limitations.**  In  other 
cases,  however,  a  recital  in  a  deed  has  been  held  sufficient  to  take  a 
case  out  of  the  statute.^'  Again,  it  has  been  dedded  that  an  acknowl- 
edgment by  tiie  defendant-of  the  plaintifif's  title  to  specific  personal 
property  will  not  defeat  the  defense  of  the  statute  of  limitations  in  an 
action  to  recover  such  property,  if  the  defendant  at  the  time  of  the 
acknowledgment  evinces  no  intention  or  willingness  or  refuses  to 
submit  to  the  title  so  acknowledged,  or  to  delivw  the  prop^y  to  the 
plaintiff.** 

258.  Expression  of  Willingness  fb  Pay, — The  statement  has  been 
frequently  made  that  an  admowledgment  or  new  promise  must,  in 
order  to  take  a  case  out  of  the  statute,  contain  or  be  accompanied  by 
an  expression  of  a  willingness  to  pay  the  obligation.^'  This,  however, 
seems  somewhat  of  a  broad  statement  if  it  is  to  be  consl^ued  as  mean- 
ing that  there  must  be  an  express  declaration  to  tiiat  effect.  What 
seems  to  be  more  clearly  the  rule  is  that  in  order  for  an  acknowledg- 
ment to  operate  as  a  suspension  or  removal  of  the  bar  of  the  statute, 
it  must  be  such  that  an  implied  promise  to  pay  llie  debt  may  be 
inferred  therefrom.'^  And  it  has  been  held  that  an  acknowledgment 
of  a  debt  is  sufficient  to  take  it  out  of  the  statute,  though  tliere  has 
been  no  new  promise.**  And  in  this  connection  it  has  been  said  that 
it  is  not  necessary  that  the  party  should  acknowledge  his  willingness 
to  pay  the  debt ;  it  is  sufficient  that  he  acknowledged  that  he  owed 
the  debt,  and  that  it  remains  unpaid..  That  evidence  which  will 
create  an  obligation  will  revive  that  obligation,  if  connected  with 
evidence  that  the  obligation  has  not  been  discharged.  A  principal 
ingredient  in  reviving  a  debt  barred  by  the  statute  is  the  evidence 
that  it,  is  still  subsisting.** 

10.  Wallber  v.  Caldwell,  79  Neb.  note;  Chidsey  t.  Powell,  91  Ho.  622, 
418,  112  N.  W.  584,  126  A.  S.  R.  675  4  S.  W.  446,  60  Am.  Rep.  267;  Braith- 
and  note.  waite  v.  Harvey,  14  Mont.  208,  36  Pac 

11.  King  V.  Riddle,  7  Cranch  168,  38,  43  A.  S.  R.  625,  27  L.R^,  101; 
3  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  304.  Van  Kenren  v.  Parmelee,  2  N.  Y.  523, 

12.  Thurmond  v.  Trammell,  28  Tex.  51  Ajn.  Deo.  322  and  note;  Simonton 
372,  91  Am.  Dec  321.  v.  Clark,  65  N.  C.  526,  6  Am.  Rep. 

13.  Warren  v.  Cleveland,  111  Tom.  752;  Kratdngton  Bank  v.  Patton,  14 
174,  76  S.  W.  910,  102  A.  S.  R.  749;  Pa.  St  479,  63  Am.  Deo.  564;  Palmer 
Coles  v.  Kelsey,  2  Tex.  541,  47  Am.  v.  Gillespie,  95  Pa.  St  340,  40  Am. 
Dec.  661  and  note;  Krueger  v.  Erueg-  Rep.  657;  Wheelook  v.  DooUttle,  18  Vt 
er,  76  Tez.  178,  12  S.  W.  1004,  7  440,  46  Am.  Dee.  163;  Brainaid  v. 
L.R.A.  72.  Buck,  25  Vt.  573,  60  Am.  Deo.  291; 

Note:  60  Am.  Dec.  79.  HoU^  v.  Cony,  58  W.  Va.  70,  61  3. 

14.  BeU  V.  Uorriaon,  1  Pet  351,  7  E.  135, 112  A.  8.  R.  944  and  note. 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  174;  Miller  v.  UiUer,  Note:  102  A.  S.  a  766. 
MaoArthur  &  U.  (D.  C.)  109,  48  Am.  16.  Glenn  v.  McCnlloogli,  Harp.  L. 
Rep.  738;  St  John  v.  Oazrow,  4  Port  (8.  C.)  484, 18  Am.  Deo.  661. 
(Ala.)  223,  29  Am.  Dec  280  and  note;  16.  Elliott  v.  Leake,  6  Mo.  208,  32 
Weathu^ouse  Co.  v.  Boyle,  126  Mich.  Am.  Dec  314  and  note. 

677,  86  N.  W.  136,  86  A.  S.  R.  570  and 
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259.  Necessity  of  Identification  of  Demand. — The  general  rule 
aeems  to  be  that  to  take  a  demand  from  the  operation  of  the  statute, 
the  acknowledgment  should  be  clear  and  explicit  in  relation  to  the 
subject  or  demand  to  which  it  refers,  that  is,  it  must  either  identify 
it  or  afford  the  means  of  identification,  either  of  itself  or  in  connection 
with  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  made,*'  or,  a»  it  is 
expressed  in  some  cases,  there  must  be  no  uncertainty  as  to  the  debt 
referred  to.^*  So  a  letter  written  to  a  bank  holding  a  barred  note 
for  collection,  and  also  other  claims  against  the  writer,  in  which  he 
promised  to  pay  as  soon  as  he  could  get  the  money,  without  identifying 
the  debt  to  which  he  referred,  was  held  not  to  be  sufficient  to  take 
the  debt  out  of  the  statute,  which  by  its  terms  provided  that  this 
could  be  done  only  by  a  writing  signed  by  the  party  to  be  charged, 
since  the  writing,  to  have  that  effect,  must  be  sufficient  of  itself  to 
support  an  action.^'  And  in  this  connection  it  has  been  held  that 
reasonable  certainty  that  an  acknowledgment  relates  to  the  debt  in 
question  is  sufficient  to  revive  it  after  it  has  been  barred  by  the 
statute  of  limitations.***  Again,  it  has  been  decided  that  there  must 
be  a  specification  in  an  acknowledgment  of  Uie  amount  due,  or  a 
reference  to  something  by  which  such  amoimt  can  be  definitely 
ascertained.^  What  would  seem  to  be  the  correct  rule,  however,  is 
that  a  reference  in  an  acknowledgment  to  the  amount  of  a  debt  is 
not  necessary,  provided  there  is  no  uncertainty  as  to  the  debt  referred 
to,  as  the  amount  may  be  ascertained  from  other  testimony.* 

17.  Bell  V.  Morrison,  1  Pet.  351,  7  135  S.  W.  1159,  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  217 

tJ.  8.  (L.  ed.)  174;  Moore  v.  Columbia  and  note,  34  L.R,A.(N.S.)  345;  Holley 

Bank,  6  Pet.  86,  8  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  329;  v.  Curry,  58  W.  Va.  70,  51  S.  E.  135, 

Opp  V.  Wack,  52  Ark.  288,  12  8.  W.  112  A.  S.  B.  944  and  note. 

565,  5  L.R.A.  743  and  note;  Pierce  v.  Notes:  57  A.  S.  H.  293;  58  A.  S.  R. 

MerriU,  128  Cal.  473,  61  Pac.  67,  79  318;  102  A.  S.  R.  763. 

A.  S.  B.  63  and  note;  Richardson  v.  See  also  infra,  par.  264,  as  to  evi- 

Bricker,  7  Colo.  58, 1  Pac.  433,  49  Am.  dence  to  identify  debt. 

Rep.  344;  Martin  v.  Broach,  6  Ga.  21,  18.  Davis  v.  Steiner,  14  Pa.  St.  275, 

50  Am.  Dec.  306  and  note;  Conway  v.  63  Am.  Dec.  647  and  note. 

Williams,  10  La.  568,  29  Am.  Dec  466  19.  Cotolla  v.  Urbahn,  104  Tex.  208, 

and  note;  Stewart  v.  Garrett,  65  Md.  126  S.  W.  1108,  135  S.  W.  1159,  Ann. 

392,  6  Atl.  324,  57  Am.  Rep.  333  and  Cas.  1914B  217  and  note,  34  L.R.A. 

note;  Rainey  v.  Link,  25  N.  C.  376,  40  (N.S.)  345. 

Am.  Dec.  411  and  note;  Davis  v.  Stein-  20.  Doran  v.  Doran,  145  la.  122, 123 

er,  14  Pa.  St.  275,  53  Am.  Dec.  547  and  N.  W.  996,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  805  and 

note;  Miller  v.  Baschorc,  83  Pa.  St.  note. 

356,  24  Am.  R^p.  187;  Palmer  v.  Gilles-  1.  Miller  v.  Baschore,  83  Pa.  St.  356, 

pie,  95  Pa.  St.  340,  40  Am.  Rep.  657;  24  Am.  Rep.  187;  Ward  v.  Jack,  172 

Landis  v.  Roth,  109  Pa.  St.  621,  1  Atl.  Pa.  St.  416,  33  Atl.  577,  51  A.  S.  B.  744 

49,  58  Am.  Rep.  747  and  note;  Ward  v.  and  note. 

Jack,  172  Pa.  St.  416,  33  Atl.  577,  51  Note:  58  A.  S.  B.  318. 

A.  S.  R.  744  and  note;  Cotulla  v.  Ur-  2.  Sigourney  First  Nat.  Bank  v. 

bahn,  '104  Tex.  208,  126  S.  W.  1108,  Woodman,  93  la.  668,  62  N.  W.  28,  57 
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260.  Conditional  Offer  or  Promise. — Although  the  general  rule  is 
that  an  acknowledgment  must  be  unqualified,'  yet  the  doctrine  seems 
to  be  well  settled  that  it  may  be  sufficient  when  accompanied  by  a 
promise  to  pay  under  certain  terms  and  conditions.  Where,  bow- 
ever,  this  is  the  case,  neither  the  acknowledgment  nor  the  promise 
is  available  unless  the  condition  has  been  performed  or  the  event  has 
happened  by  which  the  promise  is  qualified,*  in  which  case  the  promise 
then  becomes  absolute.*  So  where  the  maker  of  a  note  denied  his 
signature,  but  said  that  if  it  could  be  proved  that  he  signed  it  he 
would  pay  it,  and  his  signature  was  proved,  it  was  held  that  tiiis 
was  sufficient  to  take  the  case  out  of  the  statute  of  limitations.*  And 
a  promise  to  pay  a  debt  against  which  the  statute  of  limitations  ha.s 
run,  when  able,  or  as  soon  as  the  debtor  can,  is  conditional,  and  the 
creditor  must  prove  the  happening  of  the  condition.'  And  generally 
an  acknowledgment  sufficient  to  take  a  case  out  of  the  operation  of 
the  statute  cannot  be  deduced  from  a  promise  or  an  offer  to  pay  a 
part  of  the  debt,  or  to  pay  the  whole  debt  in  a  particular  manner, 
or  at  a  specified  time,  or  upon  specified  conditions,  which  offa*  ia  not 
accepted.* 

261.  Offers  of  Compromise  or  Settlement — ^The  weight  of  author- 
ity supports  the  rule  that  an  unaccepted  offer  to  compromise  a  claim 

A.  S.  R.  287  and  note;  Manchester  v.  1004,  7  L.R.A.  72;  Olcott  v.  Scaks,  3 

Braedner,  107  N.  Y.  346, 14  N.  E.  405,  Vt.  173,  21  Am.  Dec.  585;  Tanner  v. 

1  A.  S.  R.  829  and  note;  Davis  v.  Smart,  8  B.  &  C.  603, 13  E.  C.  L.  273, 

Steincr,  14  Pa.  St.  275,  63  Am.  Dee.  30  Rev.  Rep.  461,  16  Eng.  Rnl.  Gas. 

547  and  note.  160  and  note. 

Notes:  5  L.R.A.  743;  Ann.  Gas.  Notes:  10  Am.  Dec.  573;  39  A.  S. 

1914B  224.  R.  740;  102  A.  S.  R.  752,  776. 

3.  See  supra,  par.  256.  5.  Seaward  v.  Lord,  1  Qieenl.  (Me.) 

4.  Bell  V.  Morrison,  1  Pet.  351,  7  U.  163,  10  Am.  Dec.  50. 

S.  (L.  ed.)  174;  Harlan  v.  Bemie,  22  6.  Seaward  v.  Lord,  1  Greenl.  (Me.) 

Ark.  217,  76  Am.  Dee.  428  and  note;  163,  10  Am.  Dee.  50. 

McCormiek  v.  Brown,  36  Cal.  180,  96  7.  Richardson  v.  Brieker,  7  Colo.  58, 

Am.  Dec.  170  and  note;  Richardson  v.  1  Pac.  433,  49  Am.  Rep.  344;  Halladay 

Brieker,  7  Colo.  58, 1  Pac.  433,  49  Am.  v.  Weeks,  127  Mieh.  363,  86  N.  \V. 

Rep.  344;  Tate  v.  Clements,  16  Fla.  799,  89  A.  S.  R.  478  and  note;  Parker 

339,  26  Am.  Rep.  709;  Mellick  v.  De  v.  Butterworth,  46  N.  J.  L.  244,  50 

Seelhorst,  Breese  (HI.)  221,  12  Am.  Am.  Rep.  407;  Olcott  v.  Scales,  3 

Dec.  172;  Bangs  v.  Hall,  2  Pick.  Vt.  173,  21  Am.  Dec.  585;  Tenner  v. 

(Mass.)  368,  13  Am.  Dec.  437  and  Smart,  6  B.  &  C.  603,  13  E.  C.  L.  273, 

note;  Mumford  v.  Freeman,  8  Mete.  30  Rev.  Rep.  461,  16  Eng.  Rul.  Caa. 

(Mass.)  432,  41  Am.  Dec.  532;  HaUa-  160  and  note.    See  Wright  v.  Butler, 

day  v.  Weeks,  127  Mich.  363,  86  N.  W.  6  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  284,  21  Am.  Dee.  323. 

799,  89  A.  S.  R.  478  and  note;  Throop  Notes:  36  Am.  Rep.  197;  9  A.  8.  B. 

V.  Russell,  145  Mieh.  482,  108  N.  W.  116. 

1013, 116  A.  S.  R.  314  and  note;  Park-  8.  McCormiek  v.  Brown,  36  Cal.  180, 

or  V.  Butterworth,  46  N.  J.  L.  244,  50  95  Am.  Dee.  170  and  note.   See  infra. 

Am.  Rep.  407;  Coles  v.  Kelsey,  2  Tex.  par.  261,  as  to  offers  of  compromise 

541,  47  Am.  Dec.  661  and  note;  Krueg-  and  settlement, 
er  v.  Krueger,  76  Tex.  178,  12  S.  W. 
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does  not  constitute  such  an  acknowledgment  of  an  indebtedness  as 
will  imply  a  promise  to  pay  it,  at  least  where  the  offer  does  not  contain 
an  unqualified  admission  of  a  subsisting  indebtedness,  andj  therefore, 
standing  alone  such  offer  is  not  sufficient  to  toll  the  statute.*  Thus 
where  a  person  wrote  a  letter  to  another  stating  that  he  had  a  certain 
sum  of  money  and  proposed  giving  it  to  his  creditors  for  equal  dis- 
tribution, provided  they  would  release  him  from  all  obligations,  and 
that  he  extended  the  proposition  to  the  plaintiff  for  his  decision,  which 
offer  was  not  accepted,  it  was  held  that  the  letter  did  not  constitute 
such  an  acknowledgment  or  promise  as  would  remove  the  bar  of  the 
statute.'**  And  a  letter  by  the  maker  to  the  payee  of  a  note  against 
which  the  statute  of  limitationa  had  run,  stating  that  he  would  try 
to  raise  a  certain  sum,  less  than  the  face  of  the  note,  if  the  payee 
would  surrender  it,  was  held  to  be  a  conditional  promise  which  did 
not  remove  the  bar  of  the  statute,  the  offer  being  refused.^'  So  an 
unaccepted  offer  to  turn  over  a  tax  receipt  against  the  property  of  the 
claimant  in  full  satisfaction  of  a  debt  is  not  a  sufficient  promise  to 
toll  the  running  of  the  period.**  And  it  has  been  held  that  a  written 
request  for  an  extension  of  time  for  the  payment  of  a  note,  accom- 
panied by  a  written  promise  to  pay  tibe  same  at  the  end  of  that  time, 
cannot  save  the  debt  from  the  operation  of  the  statute  if  the  holder 
of  the  note  does  not  accept  the  proposition  thus  made.^*  Similarly 
it  has  been  decided  that  a  letter  from  an  alleged  debtor  does  not  con- 
stitute a  new  promise  where  it  shows  that  there  was  a  dispute  as  to 
what  was  due  and  to  whom  it  was  payable,  and  that  the  writer  was 
not  willing  to  pay  until  these  two  questions  were  settled."  Again,  an 
acknowledgment  by  the  defendant  tha,t  the  items  in  the  plaintiff's 
account  are  just,  but  that  he  has  some  offsets  thereto,  and  a  subsequent 
promise  to  settle  all  differences,  and  account  fairly,  and  not  to  take 
advantage  of  the  stotuto  of  limitations,  has  been  held  not  to  be  suffi- 
cient.^^ Likewise,  a  written  acknowledgment,  at  the  foot  of  an 
account,  that  the  "debits  and  credits  are  correct,  and  subject  to  the 

9.  Woolwine  v.  Storrs,  148  Cal.  7,     10.  Chambera  v.  Rubey,  47  Uo.  99, 

82  Pae.  434,  113  A.  S.  R.  183;  Currier  4  Am.  Rep.  318. 

V.  Lockwood,  40  Conn.  349,  16  Am.  11.  Throop  v.  Russell,  145  Mich.  432, 
Rep.  40;  Marcum  v.  Terry,  146  Ky.  108  N.  W.  1013,  116  A.  S.  R.  314  and 
145,  142  S.  W.  209,  37  L.R.A.(N.S.)  note. 

885  and  note;  Chambers  v.  Rubey,  47  12.  Marcum  v.  Terry,  146  Ky.  145, 
Mo.  99, 4  Am.  Rep.  318 ;  Braithwaite  V.  142  S.  W.  209,  37  L.B.A.(N.S.)  885 
Harvey,  14  Mont.  208,  36  Pac.  38,  43  and  note. 

A.  S.  R.  625  and  note,  27  L.R.A.  101;      13.  Woolwine  v.  Storrs,  148  Cal.  7, 
Batchelder  v.  Batchelder,  48  N.  H.  23,  83  Pac.  434, 113  A.  8.  R.  183. 
97  Am.  Dec.  569;  Simonton  v.  Clark,     14,  Braithwaite  v.  Harvey,  14  Mont. 
65  N.  C.  525,  6  Am.  Rep.  752.   But  208,  36  Pac.  38,  43  A.  S.  R.  626  and 
see  Murray  v.  Coster,  20  Johns.  (N.  note,  27  L.R.A.  101. 
T.)  576,  11  Am.  Deo.  333.  16.  Sutton  v.  Bnrraa,  9  Leigh  (Va.)] 

Note:  102  A.  S.  R.  776.  381,  33  Am.  Dee.  246  and  note. 

903 


Digitized  by 


Goo 


§  262  LIMITATION  OF  ACTIONS  17  R.  C.  L, 

settlement  of  accounts"  between  the  parties,  has  been  held  insufficient, 
in  the  absence  of  proof  that  there  was  in  fact  a  subsequent  settlement 
of  accounts.^*  On  the  other  hand,  boweverj  it  has  been  decided  that 
a  debtor  by  saying  that  he  has  an  account  against  his  creditor  which 
he  will  discount  against  his  claim,  and  that  he  will  settle  with  him 
when  such  account  is  made  out,  makes  a  sufficient  acknowledgment 
of  and  promise  to  pay  the  debt  to  take  the  case  out  of  the  statute.^' 
But  in  other  cases  it  has  been  held  that  a  general  promise  to  "settle" 
is  insufficient.** 

262.  Presumption  of  New  Promise  Repelled  by  Statements  or 
Sttrrottnding  Circumatances. — Since  no  promise  can  be  implied  from 
any  acknowledgment  except  a  direct  acknowledgment  of  a  subsisting 

debt,  an  implication  of  a  promise  to  pay  cannot  arise  if  it  appears 
that  though  the  debt  was  directly  acknowledged,  yet  this  acknowledg- 
ment was  accompanied  by  expressions  which  showed  that  the  .defend- 
ant did  not  intend  to  pay  it,  and  did  not  intend  to  deprive  himself 
of  the  right  to  rely  on  the  statute  of  limitations;  for  under  such 
circumstances  no  promise  of  payment  can  be  fairly  implied.*'  And 
it  seems  that  an  acknowledgment  cannot  be  regarded  as  an  ad- 
mission of  indebtedness  where  the  accompanying  circumstances  are 
such  as  to  repel  that  inference  or  to  leave  it  in  doubt  whether  the 
party  intended  to  prolong  the  time  of  legal  limitation.**  Thus  an 
admission  of  the  genuineness  of  a  note  has  been  held  not  a  sufficient 
acknowledgment  to  take  it  out  of  the  statute  of  limitations  where 
the  admission  is  accompanied  by  a  protestotion  tiiat  the  note  has  been 
discharged.*  Similarly  under  the  plea  of  the  statute  in  an  action 
on  a  note,  it  was  held  that  evidence  that  the  defendant  had  admitted 
he  executed  it,  but  observed  that  it  was  outlawed,  and  that  he  meant 
to  avail  himself  of  the  statute,  did  not  amount  to  a  promise  to  pay 
so  as  to  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  recover.'  So  an  admission  that  a  debt 

16.  Harlan  v.  Bemie,  22  Ark.  217,  (N.  T.)  146,  6  Am.  Dee.  361;  Fries  v. 
76  Am.  Dec.  428  and  not&  Boisselet,  9  Serg.  &  E.  (Pa.)  128,  11 

17.  Johnson  v.  Bounethea,  3  Hill  L.  Dec.  683  and  note ;  Hidden  v.  Coe- 
(S.  C.)  15,  30  Am.  Deo.  347  and  note,  zens,  2  R.,  I.  401,  60  Am.  Dec.  93; 
See  Mowry  v.  Saunders,  33  R.  I.  45,  Abrahams  v.  Swann,  18  W.  Va.  274, 
80  Atl.  421.  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  1344.  ^1  Am.  Rep.  692  and  note. 

18.  Parker  v.  Carter,  91  Ark.  162,  ^:  „  ^ 

120  S.  W.  836,  134  A.  S.  R.  60.  isn  fi^>®r^fi  ^fi^l"^  a'      A  fi^f ' 

Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  224.  }^^'  ^  ^-  %      ,f      S.  0^-  ^fj; 

19.  Ft.  Scott  V.  Hickman,  112  U.  S.  J'^'^^P  1}.^.^^.'  „  t^' 
150  5  S.  Ct  56,  ^  U.  a  (L  ed.)  636;  LeT'chidseV  "^'ptet  ^o. 
Martin  V.  Broach,  6  G&.  21,  50  Am.  4                'qq  ^m.  Rep.  267. 
Dec.  306  and  note;  Frey  v.  Kirk,  4      Note:  39  A.  S.  R.  740. 

Gill  &  J.  (Md.)  509,  23  Am.  Dec.  581     1.  Dickinson  v.  McCamy,  6  Oa.  486, 
and  Dote ;   Bangs  v.   Hall,  2  Pick.  48  Am.  Dee.  298  and  note. 
(Mass.)  368,  13  Am.  Dec.  437  and     2.  Danforth  v.  Culver,  llJrfms.  (N. 
note;  Danforth  v.  Culver,  11  Johns.  Y.)  146,  6  Am.  Dec.  361. 
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is  unpaid  has  been  held  insufficient  where  coupled  with  a  refusal  to 
pay  on  the  ground  that  the  debtor  had  been  discharged  under  the 
insolvent  laws.*  And  it  has  been  decided  that  a  debtor  may  revive 
a  debt  without  reviving  the  mortgage  given  to  secure  it  by  declaring 
such  to  be  his  intention.  This  is  said  to  be  upon  the  principle  that 
a  conditional  promise  to  pay  a  debt  tJiat  is  barred  by  limitation  must 
be  taken  as  it  is  made,  Uie  condition  going  along  with  tiie  promise.^ 
In  some  cases,  however,  it  has  been  held  that  where  there  is  a  clear 
and  express  acknowledgment  of  the  debt,  it  will  be  sufficient  even 
^ough  it  is  accompanied  by  a  refusal  to  pay  the  debt.* 

263.  General  Acknowledgment  as  Identifying  Debt — ^Although 
there  is  considerable  authority  for  the  view  tboC  a  general  ai^nowl- 
edgment  of  indebtedness  which  does  not  specify  the  particular  debt 
in  question  may  be  sufficient,*  yet  in  other  jurisdictions  a  different 
conclusion  is  reached,'  especially  where  an  account  exists  between 
the  parties  consisting  of  a  great  variety  of  items,  wholly  disconnected 
in  their  character,*  unless  from  the  nature  of  the  debt  in  controversy, 
or  the  particular  circumstances  connected  therewith,  a  legal  presump- 
tion fairly  arises  that  such  debt  was  referred  to.*  And  as  to  this  view 
it  has  been  said  that  its  reasonableness  is  easily  perceived,  for  were 
a  general  admission  of  indebtedness  to  remove  the  bar  of  the  statute 
as  to  one  demand,  then  it  would  also  do  so  as  to  all  others;  and  so  an 
unguarded  expression  could  be  converted  into  an  admission  far  distant 
from  the  real  intention  of  the  party.  Accordingly,  ever  since  Ihe 
courts  have  ceased  to  consider  the  statute  of  limitations  as  one  of 
maleficient  purpose,  to  be  overthrown  upon  the  most  flimsy  of  pretexts, 
such  general  admissions  have  been  considered  by  most  courts  as  not 
being  per  se  sufficient  to  remove  the  bar  of  the  statute.** 

264.  Evidence  to  Identify  Debt. — Except  in  those  jurisdictions 
which  adhere  to  the  doctrine  that  there  must  be  a  positive  identifica- 
tion, in  the  promise,  of  the  debt  referred  to,  it  is  generally  held  that 
parol  evidence  is  admissible  to  show  that  the  acknowledgment  referred 
to  the  debt  in  suit.^'  And  the  situation  is  not  altered  by  the  fact  that 

3.  Frey  v.  Kirk,  4  Gill  &  J.  (Md.)  29  Am.  Dec.  466  and  note;  CotuUa  v. 


4.  Perkins  v.  Sterne,  23  Tex.  561,  135  S.  W.  1159,  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  217 


5.  Elder  v.  Dyer,  26  Kan.  604,  40  Notes:  102  A.  S.  R.  763;  5  L.R.A. 
Am.  Rep.  320;  Ellicott  v,  Nichols,  7  743. 

Gill  (Md.)  85,  48  Am.  Dee.  546  and  8.  Mnrtin  v.  Broach,  6  Ga.  21,  50 

note;  Murray  v.  Coster,  20  Johns.  (N.  Am.  Dec.  306  and  note. 

Y.)  576,  11  Am.  Dec.  333;  Lee  v.  9.  Richardson  v.  Brieker,  7  Colo.  58, 

Perry,  3  MeCord  L.  (S.  C.)  552,  15  1  Pac.  433,  49  Am.  Rep.  344. 

Am.  Dec.  650  and  note.  10.  Note:  29  Am.  Dec.  467. 

Note:  102  A.  S.  R.  767.  11.  Sigoumey  First  Nat.  Bank  v, 

6.  Note :  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  225.  Woodman,  93  la.  668,  62  N.  W.  28,  57 

7.  Conway  v.  WiUiama,  10  La.  568,  A.  S.  R.  287  and  note:  Manchester  t. 
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76  Am.  Dec.  72  and  note. 


and  note,  34  L.R.A.(N.S.)  345. 
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the  statute  requires  an  acknowledgment  to  be  in  writing,  the  rule 
being  applicable  tiiat  parol  evidence  is  admissible  to  show  the  subject 
matter  referred  to,  the  person  intended,  and  the  surrounding  circum- 
stances.^* Thus  if  letters  are  relied  upon  as  containing  a  new  promise 
arresting  the  operation  of  the  statute,  but  leave  a  doubt  as  to  what 
debt  is  meant,  parol  evidence  is  admissible  to  show  what  one  is  referred 
to,  although  the  letters  do  not  state  the  amount  due.^'  Several  juris- 
dictions have  also  adopted  the  rule  that  where  it  does  not  affirmatively 
appear  that  there  is  any  other  debt  than  that  in  suit  to  which  a  general 
promise  might  apply,  such  promise  is  prima  facie  sufficient  to  take 
the  debt  out  of  the  statute  and  the  burden  is  on  the  defendant  to 
show  that  it  in  fact  lias  reference  to  some  other  debt.^*  Thus  it  has 
been  held  that  the  presumption  is  that  a  letter  containing  an  acknowl- 
edgment of  a  debt  and  a  promise  to  pay  it  referred  to  the  debt  upon 
which  the  suit  is  brought,  in  the  absence  of  proof  of  any  other  trans- 
action of  the  character  referred  to  in  the  letter.** 

265.  Inclusion  of  Debt  in  Schedule  Filed  in  Bankruptcy  or  Insol- 
vency.— ^Upon  the  question  as  to  the  effect  of  the  insertion  of  a  debt 
in  the  sworn  schedule  of  creditors  filed  by  a  debtor  in  insolvency  pro- 
ceedings it  is  held  that  it  is  not  such  an  acknowledgment  of  the  debt 
as  will  take  it  out  of  the  operation  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  it 
being  an  act  done  as  a  necessary  part  of  the  proceedings  in  which  he 
is  required  to  annex  a  true  inventory  of  his  debts.**  There  is  author- 
ity, however,  for  the  view  that  where  a  schedule  of  debts  appended 
to  a  voluntary  petition  in  bankrupt<^  includes  debts  barred  by  the 
statute  of  limitations  and  the  petitioner  knows  that  they  are  so  barred, 
such  inclusion,  although  having  no  eflfect  on  the  trustee  or  creditoi?, 
constitutes  as  far  as  he  is  concerned  a  waiver  of  the  right  to  invoke 
such  statiite.'^ 

266.  Provisions  in  Wills. — A  general  clause  in  a  will  directing  all 
the  just  debts  of  the  testator  to  be  paid  will  not  revive  a  debt  barred 

Braedner,  107  N.  Y.  346, 14  N.  E.  405,  16.  Coles  v.  Kelsey,  2  Tex.  541,  47 

1  A.  S.  B.  820  and  note;  Abrahams  Am.  Dec.  661  and  note, 

v.  Swann,  18  W.  Va.  274,  41  Am.  Rep.  l^-  Richardson  v.  Thomas,  13  Gray 

692  and  note.  (Mass.)  381,  74  Am.  Dec.  636  and 

Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1914B  226.  Christy  t.  Flemingrton,  10  Pa. 


12.  Sigoiimey  First  Nat.  Bank  v. 
Woodman,  93  la.  668,  62  N.  W.  28,  57 
A.  S.  R.  287  and  note.  See  Etxdencb, 
yol.  10,  p.  1080  et  seq.,  as  to  evidence 
to  identify  subject  matter. 


St.  129,  49  Am.  Dec.  590  and  note; 
Hidden  v.  Cozzens,  2  R.  I.  401,  60  Am. 
Dee.  93  and  note.  See  Bowie  v.  Hen- 
derson, 6  Wheat  514,  6  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
319. 


13.  Sigoumey  First  Nat.  Bank  v. 
Woodman,  93  la.  668,  62  N.  W.  28,  57 
A.  S.  R.  287  and  note. 


Note:  4  Ann.  Caa.  839. 


14.  Note:  29  Am.  Dee.  467  ;  5  L.R.A. 
743;  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  225. 


See  Bankbdftct,  vol.  3,  p.  324  et 
seq.,  as  to  action  on  new  promise  after 
discharge. 


17.  In  re  GKbson,  4  Indian  Terr.  408, 
69  8.  W.  974, 4  Ann.  Gas.  938  and  notew 
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by  the  statute  of  limitations.'*  And  it  has  also  been  held  that  a 
testamentary  trust  for  the  payment  of  debts  does  not  revive  debts 
barred  at  fhe  time  of  the  testator's  death;  but  if  such  trust  be,  not 
merely  implied,  but  express,  precise,  and  clear,  it  suspends  the  statute 
on  debts  that  are  due  at  that  time.'*  So  it  has  been  held  that  where 
a  testator  by  bis  will  devises  real  estate  in  trust  for  the  payment  of 
debts,  this  does  not  revive  a  debt  whieh  was  at  the  time  of  his  death 
barred  by  the  statute,  although  a  debt  which  was  not  barred  at  the 
time  of  the  death  is  kept  alive  by  reason  of  the  trust.*'  Nor  does 
the  making  of  a  will  containing  a  legacy  of  a  specified  amount,  with 
a  statemwit  that  the  seme  is  in  consideration  of  services  rendered  by 
the  legatee,  constitute  an  acknowledgment  of  a  legal  obligation,  so  as 
to  remove  the  bar  of  the  statute  of  limitations.^  And,  in  general,  the 
question  whether  a  clause  in  a  will  constitutes  such  an  acknowl- 
o3gment  of  a  legal  obligation  therefor  as  to  remove  the  bar  of  the 
statute  seems  to  depend,  as  in  cases  of  acknowledgments  in  other 
ways,  upon  the  language  employed.  And  in  several  cases  the  word- 
ing of  the  testamentary  provision  has  been  held  sufficient  to  remove 
the  bar,  as  where  the  testator  specially  mentions  a  debt  and  directs 
that  it  be  paid  or  otherwise  clearly  indicates  an  intention  to  that 
effect.* 

267.  Renewal  Notes. — An  acknowledgment  sufficient  to  take  a  case 
out  of  the  statute  may  arise  by  the  giving  of  a  renewal  note.  Thus 
tlie  lien  of  a  mortgage  given  to  secure  payment  of  money  loaned  on 
a  promissory  note  has  been  held  to  be  extended,  as  against  subsequent 
judgment  creditors  of  the  mortgagor,  by  the  renewal  of  the  note  before 
it  is  barred  by  the  statute.'  So  a  renewal  of  a  purchase  money  note 
given  for  land,  or  a  new  promise,  will  not  only  extend  the  vendee's 
legal  responsibility  for  the  debt,  but  also  prolong  the  life  of  the 
vendor's  lien,  and  put  the  statute  of  limitation  in  operation  against 
it  only  from  the  maturity  of  the  renewal,  or  from  the  date  of  the  new 
promise.*  But  it  is  held  that  the  giving  of  a  renewal  note  by  a  joint 
maker  does  not  keep  the  debt  alive  as  to  a  comaker.^  And  no  waiver 
of  the  right  to  rely  on  the  statute  of  limitations  to  bar  a  recovery  on 
a  note  is  shown  by  a  written  statement  of  nonintention  to  rely  upon 

18.  Peck  V.  Botsford,  7  Conn.  172, 18  (N.S.)  1117  and  note. 

Am.  Dec.  92  and  note.  2.  Note:  1  L.B.A.(N.S.)  1117. 

19.  Agnew  v.  Fettennan,  4  Pa.  St.  3.  Newhall  v.  Hatch,  134  Cal.  269, 
56,  45  Am.  Dec.  671  and  note.  66  Pac  266,  55  L.R.A.  673  and  note. 

Note:  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  361.  4.  Poindexter  v.  Rowlings,  106  Tenn. 

20.  Burke  v.  Jones,  2  Yes.  &  B.  275,  97,  69  S.  W.  766,  82  A.  S.  B.  869  and 
13  Rev.  Rep.  83,  2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  152  note. 

and  note.  Note:  39  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1177. 

1.  McNeal  v.  Pierce,  73  Ohio  St.  7,  5.  Koons  v.  YanconBant,  129  Mich. 
75  N.  B.  938,  112  A.  S.  R.  695  and  260,  88  N.  W.  630,  95  A.  S.  B.  438 
note,  4  Ann,  Caa.  71  and  note,  1  L.B.A.  and  note. 
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it,  accompanied  by  an  offer  of  a  new  note*  to  renew  the  obligation, 
where  the  holder  refuses  to  accept  it.*  Again,  it  seems  to  be  settled 
that  where  notes  or  other  written  obligations  are  given  in  renewal  or 
extension  of  indebtedness  incurred  by  a  ooiporation,  they  do  not 
extend  the  statute  of  limitations  as  against  the  individual  stockhold^, 
but  the  statute  runs  uninterruptedly  from  the  original  obligation.' 

268.  Giving  Collateral  Security. — The  delivery  by  a  debtor  to.  a, 
creditor  of  the  note,  bill,  or  other  obligation  of  a  third  person  as  col- 
lateral security  for  a  debt  is  held  to  be  as  much  an  acknowledgment 
of  the  debt  as  a  payment,  and  equally  effectual  to  start  the  operation 
of  the  statute  of  limitations  anew."  Thus,  a  mortgage  given  to  secure 
a  promissory  note  barred  by  limitation  is  held  to  amount  to  a  waiver 
of  the  bar.*  And  a  recital  expressly  recognizing  an  indebtedness  in 
a  deed,  by  which  certain  bonds  were  assigned  in  trust  to  collect  the 
money  thoreon  and  distribute  it  among  the  creditors,  has  been  held 
sufficient  to  take  a  case  out  of  the  statute.^^  So  an  agreement  was 
held  thus  to  operate  where  it  contained  not  only  a  pled^  of  prop- 
erty to  secure  notes  sued  on  but  also  an  express  stipulation  that  the 
notes  should  remain  in  as  full  force  and  effect  as  if  they  were  re- 
newed.^^  But  it  has  been  decided  that  an  instrument  which  contains 
no  promise  of  the  defendant  personally  to  pay  the  debt  and  no 
acknowledgment  or  mention  of  it  as  an  existing  liability,  but  merely 
provides  for  the  application  of  certain  pledged  property  to  its  pay- 
ment, does  not  amount  to  a  new  promise,  express  or  implied.**  And 
it  has  also  been  held  that  a  deposit  of  coUaterfds  does  not  prevent  or 
impede  the  running  of  the  statute  of  limitations  upon  the  debts 
secured  thereby,  but  the  barring  of  any  action  upon  such  debt  through 
the  running  of  the  statute  of  limitations  does  not  affect  the  right  of 
the  pledgee  to  hold  and  realize  upon  the  collateral,  nor  of  the  pledgor 
to  call  for  any  surplus  remaining  after  the  principal  debt  has  heea 
paid." 

269.  Pleadings  and  Affidavits. — While  a  party  may  in  his  pleading 
acknowledge  a  debt  so  as  to  take  it  out  of  the  statute  yet  the  general 
rule  applies  that  it  must  be  a  clear  and  unequivocal  admission  of  a 

6.  Gray  v.  Day,  109  Me.  492,  84  Atl.  Am.  Dec.  315. 

1073,  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  535  and  note.     10.  King  v.  Riddle,  7  Craoch  168,  3 

7.  Hyman  v.  Coleman,  82  Cal.  650,  D.  S.  (L.  ed.)  304. 

23  Pae.  62, 16  A.  S.  R.  178  and  note.  11.  Randon  v.  Toby,  11  How.  493, 13 

Notes:  96  A.  S.  R.  982,  993;  10  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  784. 

L.R.A.CN.S.)  905.  12.  Shepherd  v.  Thompron,  122  U. 

8.  Wolford  V.  Cook,  71  Minn.  77,  73  S.  231,  7  S.  Ct.  1229,  30  U.  8.  (L.  ed.) 
N.  W.  706,  70  A.  S.  A.  315;  Man-  1156. 

clicster  V.  Braedner,  107  N.  T.  346, 14  13.  Hartranft's  Estate,  153  Pa.  St 

N.     405, 1  A.  S.  R.  829.  530,  26  Atl.  104,  34  A.  S.  R.  717  and 

Note :  15  Ann.  Caa.  332.  note. 

9.  Merrills  v.  Swift,  18  Conn.  257, 46  Note:  37  A.  S.  R.  891. 
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subsisting  debt  which  the  party  is  willing  to  pay.^  So  it  has  been 
held  in  an  action  on  a  promissory  note  that  an  adniisaion  in  the  de- 
fendant's plea  that  his  signature  to  the  note  is  genuine  is  not  sufficient 
to  have  this  effect.**  And,  upon  the  theory  that  an  acknowledgment 
of  a  debt  to  a  stranger  will  not  ordinarily  avoid  the  running  of  the 
statute,'*  it  has  been  held  that  an  answer  by  one  who  bas  been  sum- 
moned in  garnishment  proceedings  brought  a  third  party,  admit- 
ting that  he  owed  money  to  anoUier,  is  not  a  sufficient  acknowledg- 
ment to  toll  the  statute  as  to  the  creditor.*'  And  although  a  plea  of 
recoupment  alone  is  equivalent  to  an  admission  that  the  plaintiff  has 
a  cause  of  action,  yet  a  notice  of  recoupment,  coupled  with  pleas  of 
non  assumpsit  and  limitations,  is  held  not  to  revive  a  debt  barred  by 
the  statute.*^  Again,  it  has  been  decided  that  a  confession  of  judg- 
ment by  one  partner  of  a  dissolved  firm  to  pay  a  barred  partnership  * 
debt  does  not  revive  the  debt  as  to  his  c<^>artnerA*  But  it  has  been 
held  that  permitting  a  forfeiture  bill  to  be  taken  as  confessed  is  an 
admission  of  liability  on  the  part  of  the  mortgagor  sufficient  to  take 
the  case  out  of  the  statute  of  limitations  where  such  an  admission  is 
necessary.^*  A  person  may  also  in  some  cases  make  an  acknowledg- 
ment in  an  affidavit  which  will  be  sufficient  to  accompliah  this  result* 

PersoTia  to  Whom  Acknowledgment  Mutt  Be  Made 

270.  In  General. — According  to  the  view  taken  in  some  cases,  espe- 
cially among  the  earlier  authorities,  both  English  and  American,  an 

acknowledgment  of  a  claim  to  a  stranger  is  equally  effectual  to  remove 
the  bar  as  one  made  to  the  creditor.*  Other  coiirts,  however,  do  not 
receive  this  doctrine  with  favor  and  hold  that  the  acknowledgment 
of  a  debt  made  to  a  stranger,  and  not  intended  to  be  communicated 
to  the  creditor,  will  not  bar  the  statute.*   And  the  prevailing  view"  is 

14.  See  supra,  par.  256,  as  to  clear-  (Ala.)  223,  29  Am.  Dee.  280  and  note; 

ness  and  ezplicitness  required.  Stewart  v.  Garrett,  65  Md.  392,  6 

16.  Di^inson  v.  McCamy,  5  Qa.  Atl.  324,  57  Am.  Rep.  333  and  note; 

486,  48  Am.  Dec.  298.  McCrea  v.  Purmort,  16  Wend.  (N.  Y.) 

16.  See  infra,  par.  270.  460,  30  Am.  Dec.  103;  Parker  v.  Rem- 

17.  Sibert  v.  Wilder,  16  Kan.  176,  ington,  15  E.  I.  300,  23  AtL  43.  2 
22  Am.  Rep.  280;  Schmucker  v.  Sibert,  A.  S.  R.  897  and  note. 

18  Kan.  104,  26  Am.  Rep.  765.  Notes:  102  A.  S.  R.  754:  25  UR.A. 

Note:  5  Ann.  Caa.  813.  (N.S.)  809;  5  Ann.  Cas.  812. 

18.  Honiblower  v.  Geoi^e  Washing-  3.  Pierce  v.  Merrill,  128  Cal.  473, 
ton  University,  31  App.  Cas.  (D.  C.)  61  Pac.  67,  79  A.  S.  R.  63;  Strong  v. 
64,  14  Ann.  Cas.  696.  Andros,  34  App.  Cas.  (D.  C.)  278,  19 

19.  Note:  15  L.R.A.  660.  Ann.  Caa.  101  and  note;  Sibert  v. 

20.  Heyer  v.  Pruyn,  7  Paige  (N.  Wilder,  16  Kan.  17G,  22  Am.  Rep.  280; 
Y.)  465,  34  Am.  Dec,  355  and  note.  Wallber  v.  Caldwell,  79  Neb.  418,  112 

1.  Strong  V.  Andros,  34  App.  Cas.  N.  W.  584,  126  A.  S.  R.  675  and 
(D.  C.)  278,  19  Ann.  Cas.  101.  note;  De  Freest  v.  Warner,  98  N.  Y. 

2.  St.  John  V.  Garrow,  4  Port.  217,  60  Am.  Rep.  657;  Kiiby  v.  Mills, 
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that  an  aclcnowlectgment  to  be  ^ectual  so  far  as  the  removal  of  the 

bar  ia  concerned  must  be  made  either  to  the  creditor  or  to  some  one 
authorized  to  act  for  him,  or  if  to  a  stranger  must  have  been  made 
with  the  intention  that  it  be  communicated  to  the  creditor,*  the  reason 
being  that  otherwise  no  privity  is  established  between  the  parties  in 
respect  to  l^e  new  promise.'  And  where  Hhe  acknowledgment  ia  in 
writing  it  has  been  held  that  it  must  be  delivered  to  the  creditor  and 
not  retained  by  the  debtor It  has,  however,  been  held  that  if  the 
acknowledgment  is  made  to  a  stranger  as  well  as  to  the  creditor  the 
acknowledgment  to  the  stranger  may  be  shown  in  evidence  to  cor- 
roborate the  testimony  of  the  creditor  as  to  the  new  promise  made 
to  him.' 

271.  Acknowledgments  to  Particular  Persons  Other  than  Cred- 
'itpr. — An  acknowledgment  or  promise  made  by  a  debtor  to  the  at- 
torney of  his  creditor  has  been  held  sufficient  to  suspend  the  operation 
of  the  statute,^  as  has  also  one  to  the  executor  or  administrator  of  the 
creditor.*  But  in  the  latter  case  it  has  been  held  that  an  acknowl- 
edgment of  a  subsisting  debt  made  to  the  executors  of  the  creditor 
will  not,  where  the  issue  is  upon  the  statute  of  limitations,  support  a 
declaration  upon  a  promise  to  the  testator  himself.*"  Again,  since 
the  rule  admits  of  an  acknowledgment  to  an  authorized  agent  it 
would  seem  that  an  acknowledgment  to  a  managing  officer  of  a  firm 

78  N.  C.  124,  24  Am.  Rep.  460;  Kyle  v.  De  Freest  v.  Warner,  98  N.  T.  217, 

Wells,  17  Pa.  St.  286,  55  Am.  Dee.  50  Am.  Rep.  657;  Spangler  v.  Spang- 

555  and  note;  Spangler  v.  Spangler,  ler,  122  Pa.  St  368,  15  AtL  358,  9  A. 

122  Pa.  St.  358,  15  Atl.  436,  9  A.  S.  S.  K.  114  and  note;  Parker  v.  Reming- 

R.  114  and  note;  Parker  v.  Remington,  ton,  IS  R.  I.  300,  3  Atl.  590, 2  A.  S.  R. 

15  R.  L  300,  3  Atl.  590,  2  A.  S.  R.  897  and  note;  Dorsev  v.  Gunkle,  18  S. 
897  and  note;  Dorsey  v.  Onnkle,  18  D.  454,  101  N.  W.  36,  5  Ann.  Cas.  810 
S.'D.  454,  101  N.  W.  36,  5  Ann.  Cas.  and  note;  Bachman  v.  Roller,  9  Baxt. 
810  and  note;  Houston  v.  Jankowskie,  (Tenn.)  409, 40  Am.  Rep.  97 ;  Houston 
76  Tex.  368, 13  S.  W.  269, 18  A.  S.  R.  v.  Jankowskie,  76  Tex.  368,  13  S.  W. 
57  and  note.  269,  18  A.  S.  R.  57  and  note. 

Notes:  10  Am.  Dec.  673  ;  39  A.  8.  Notes:  10  Am.  Dec  573  ;  39  A.  8.  R. 

R.  740  ;  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  807;  L.R.A.  740;  102  A.  S.  R.  754,  756  ;  25  L.R.A. 

1915B  1047.  (N.8.)    806;  LJl.Aa915B  1047  ;  5 

4.  Fort  Scott  V.  Hickman,  112  U,  8.  Ann.  Cas.  812. 

150,  5  S.  Ct.  56,  28  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  6.  Parker  v.  Remington,  15  Rw  I. 

636;  Strong  v.  Andros,  34  App.  Cas.  300,  3  Atl.  590,  2  A.  S.  R.  897  and 

(D.  C.)  278,  19  Ann.  Cas.  101  and  note, 

note;  Abererombie  v.  Botte,  72  Ga.  74,  Note:  102  A.  S.  R.  754. 

53  Am.  Rep.  832;  Doran  v.  Doran,  145  6.  Note:  5  L.R.A.  743. 

Ia.  122,  123  N.  W.  996,  25  L.R.A.  7.  Notes:  102  A.  S.  R.  755  ;  6  Ann. 

(N.S.)  805  and  note;  Sibert  v.  Wilder,  Cas.  813. 

16  Kan.  176,  22  Am.  Rep.  280;  8.  Kirby  v.  Mills,  78  N.  C.  124,  24 
Schmucker  v.  Sibert,  18  Kan.  104,  26  Am.  Rep.  460. 

Am.  Bep.  765;  Allen  v.  Collier,  70  9.  Note:  5  Ann.  Cas.  812. 

Mo.  138,  35  Am.  Rep.  416  and  note;  10.  Jones  v.  Moore,  5  Bin.  (Pa.) 

Wallber  v.  Caldwell,  79  Neb.  418,  112  573,  6  Am.  Dec.  428. 

K.  W.  584,  126  A.  S.  R.  675  and  note; 
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would  also  be  suiSScient.^^  And  it  has  been  held  that  the  payee  of  a 
note  who  has  assigned  it  as  collateral  security  has  still  such  an  interest 
therein  that  a  written  acknowledgment  made  to  him  by  the  debtor 
may  serve  to  toll  the  statute.^*  And  it  has  also  been  held  that  if  the 
relationship  between  the  person  to  whom  the  acknowledgment  is 
made  and  the  creditor  ia  such  that  they  have  an  interest  in  common 
in  the  debt,  or  that  there  is  privity  between  them,  the  acknowledgment 
will  be  sufficient  to  toll  the  statute.  Thus,  the  promise  of  the  agent 
of  a  landlord  to  refund  an  overcharge  of  rent,  made  to  one  of 
several  tenants  of  the  same  estate,  has  been  regarded  as  sufficient  to 
toll  the  statute  as  to  all  the  tenants.*'  Acknowledgments  made  in  a 
deed  executed  by  the  debtor  have  also  been  held  sufficient.**  Again, 
a  new  promiBe  made  to  the  holder  of  a  note  has  been  held  available 
to  a  subsequent  holder  so  as  to  remove  the  bar  of  the  statute.  And 
there  are  some  cases  which  have  held  an  acknowledgment  sufficient 
when  made  to  a  member  of  the  creditor's  family.** 

272.  Acknowledgment  Found  among  Deceased's  Papers. — In  the 
application  of  the  prindple  that  an  acknowledgment  must  be  made 
to  the  creditor  or  to  some  <nie  with  the  intention  that  it  be  com- 
municated to  him,**  it  has  been  held  that  «,  demand  is  not  taken 
out  of  the  operation  of  the  statute  by  a  written  acknowledgment 
found  among  the  debtor's  papers  after  h^  death.*'  So  a  memorandum, 
in  the  handwriting  of  a  deceased-  debtor,  but  unsigned  and  found 
among  his  papers  has  been  held  insufficient.*^ 

P&noTis  hy  Whom  AeknowUdgmmU  Mc^  Be  Made 

273.  In  General. — ^The  general  rule  is  that  an  acknowledgment  or 
new  promise  to  pay  must,  in  ord^  to  take  a  case  out  of  the  statute, 
be  made  by  the  person  to  be  charged  or  by  some  person  legally 
authorized  by  him  so  to  act.*'  And  in  this  connection  it  has  been 
decided  that  an  acknowledgment,  binding  on  a  corporation,  may  in 
some  cases  be  made  by  its  president*"  la  the  case  of  one  who  has 

11.  Note:  6  Aim.  Gas.  812.  19.  Hellman  v.  Eiene,  73  la.  448, 

12.  Girazd  Trust  Go.  v.  Owen,  83  35  N.  W.  516,  5  A.  S.  R.  693  and  note; 
Kan.  692,  112  Pac  619,  33  LJLA.  Uaybeiry  v.  Willoughby,  5  Neb.  368, 
(N.S.)  262  and  note.  25  Am.  Hep.  491;  Shoemaker  v.  Bene- 

13.  Note:  6  Ann.  Gas.  812.  diet,  11  N.  Y.  176,  62  Am.  Dee.  95; 

14.  De  Freest  v.  Warner,  98  N.  Y.  Govduek  v.  Shingle,  6  Wyo.  87,  37 
217.  50  Am.  Rep.  657.  Pae.  689,  63  A.  S.  B.  17  and  note,  25 

Note:  6  Ann.  Gas.  813.  L.B.A.  6Da 

15.  Note:  5  Ann.  Gas.  812.  Note:  106  A.  8.  B.  745. 

16.  See  supr^  par.  270.  See  infra,  par.  283,  as  to  part  pay- 

17.  Allen  v.  Collier,  70  Ma  138,  35  ment  genenilly. 

Am.  Rep.  416  and  note.  20.  Washington  Sav.  Bank  v.  Bntdi- 

Note:  6  Ann.  Gas.  813.  els',  etc,  Bank,  107  Ho.  133, 17  S.  W. 

18.  Abercombie  v.  Butts,  72  Oa.  74,  644,  28  A.  S.  B.  405. 
S3  Am.  Rep.  832. 
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made  an  aasigiunent  for  the  benefit  of  creditors  it  has  been  held  that, 
as  an  acknowledgement  or  new  promise  can  only  be  made  by  the 
debtor,  it  is  competent  for  the  assignor  to  make  a  new  promise  in 
writing  to  pay,  which  will  have  the  effect  to  revive  the  debt,  thus 
removing  the  bar  of  the  statute  and  binding  the  assignee,  and  that 
the  other  creditors  have  no  gromid  to  complain.^  Where  the  promises 
of  obligors  are  several,  no  admission  or  promise  by  one  can  remove 
the  bar  against  the  other,  in  the  absence  of  any  authorization  so  to 
act.'  So,  it  has  been  held  Uiat  the  promise  of  the  husband  to  pay 
the  debt  of  the  wife  incurred  before  coverture  cannot  remove  the  bar 
of  the  statute  of  limitations  against  her.*  And  an  acknowledgment 
or  new  promise,  by  the  maker  of  a  promissory  note,  is  held  not  to 
affect  the  right  of  persons  whose  undertaking  is  independent  of,  and 
collateral  to,  that  of  the  maker>  Similarly,  in  an  action  on  an 
absolute  and  unconditional  guaranty,  where  the  complaint  shows  on 
its  face  tiiat  the  action  is  barred  by  the  statute,  it  has  been  held  that 
a  written  admission  of  one  of  the  guarantors  of  the  existing  indebted- 
ness of  a  corporation,  for  which  the  guaranty  was  given,  does  not 
remove  Che  bar,  the  liability  of  the  guarantors  being  separate  and 
distinct  from  that  of  the  corporation.*  The  acknowledgment  should 
also  be  made  by  one  who  is  not  incapacitated  to  act.  Thus  it  has 
been  held  that  a  wife's  promise  to  pay  a  debt  contracted  by  her  while 
sole  will  not  take  the  case  out  of  the  statute.* 

274.  One  of  Several  Joint  Debtors. — ^In  many  of  the  earlier  cases, 
both  in  England  and  in  the  United  States,  it  was  held  not  to  be  essen- 
tial in  order  to  take  a  joint  debt  out  of  the  statute  that  the  acknowl- 
edgments of  the  parties  should  be  a  joint  act  to  render  them  effective 
as  against  all,  but  that  an  acknowledgment  by  one  of  several  joint 
debtors  would  be  sufficient.'  This  doctrine  is  said  to  rest  on  the 
principle  that  the  confession  of  a  party  in  interest  when  made  against 

1.  Hellman  Kiene,  73  la.  448,  35  10  Am.  Dec.  147;  Coit  v.  Tracy,  & 
N.  "W.  516,  5  A.  S.  R.  693  and  note.  Conn.  268,  20  Am.  Dec.  110  and  note; 

2.  Pierce  v.  Merrill,  128  Cal.  473,  61  Austin  v.  Bostwick,  9  Conn.  496,  25 
Pac.  67,  79  A.  S.  R.  63  and  note;  Am.  Dec.  42  and  note;  Cox  v.  Bailey, 
Gardiner  v.  Nutting,  5  Greenl.  (Me.)  9  Ga.  467,  54  Am.  Dec.  358  and  note; 
140,  17  Am.  Dec  211;  Powers  v.  White  v.  Hale,  3  Pick.  (Mass.)  291, 15 
Southgate,  15  Vt  471,  40  Am.  Deo.  Am.  Dec.  209;  Beitz  v.  Fuller,  1  Mc- 
691.  Cord  L.  (S.  C.)  541,  10  Am.  Dec.  693. 

Note:  39  A.  S.R.  923.  See  Read  v.  Price,  [1909]  2  K.  B. 

3.  Powere  v.  Southgat«,  15  Vt.  471,  (Eng.)  724,  78  L.  J,  K.  B.  1137,  101 
40  Am.  Dec.  691.  L.  T.  N.  S.  60,  25  Times  h.  Rep.  701, 

4.  Gardiner  v.  Nutting,  6  OreenL  17  Ann.  Cas.  171,  affirming  [1909]  1 
(Me.)  140,  17  Am.  Dec  211,  K.  B.  577,  78  L.  J.  K  B.  604,  100  L. 

6.  Herce  v.  MerriU,  128  Cal.  473,  T.  N.  S.  457,  25  Times  L.  Rep.  283 

61  Pac  67,  79  A.  S.  R.  63  and  note.  (based  on  a  statute  relating  to  actions 

6.  Axon  T.  Blakely,  2  McCord  (S.  on  a  specialty).  See  infra,  par.  301,  aa 
C.)  6, 13  Am.  Dec.  697.  to  part  payment  by  a  joint  debtor. 

7,  Bound  V.  Lathrop,  4  Conn.  336, 
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his  interest  is  always  evidence  and  as  his  interest  is  identical  with 
that  of  the  other  joint  obligor  or  debtor  so  his  admission  has  a  con- 
trolling operation.*  Furthermore,  according  to  the  English  view 
every  joint  debtor  is  for  certain  purposes  regarded  as  the  agent  of 
his  codehtors,  and  has  the  implied  power  to  make  partial  payments, 
acknowledgments  and  new  promises  respecting  the  joint  debt  having 
the  same  effect  against  his  codebtors  as  against  himself.*  On  the 
other  hand  there  are  many  jurisdictions  in  which  this  view  is  not 
received  with  favor  and  the  rule  that  an  acknowledgment  by  one 
of  several  joint  debtors  only  takes  the  case  out  of  the  statute  as  to 
the  party  making  it  is  supported/*  in  some  cases  the  conclusion 
being  limited  to  instances  where  the  acknowledgment  was  made  after 
the  statute  had  barred  the  debt."  These  cases  proceed  upon  the 
theory  that  the  statute  affords  protection  to  each  of  two  or  more 
persons  jointly  bound,  that  to  render  an  acknowledgment  by  one 
available  against  another  there  must  be  authority  so  to  act,  either 
expressly  given  or  resulting  from  the  relation  of  the  parties,  and  that 
there  is  nothing  in  the  relation  of  joint  debtors  from  which  such  an 
agency  can  be  inferred.**  This  diversity  of  opinion  is  frequently 
foimd  in  case  of  an  acknowledgment  by  one  of  the  joint  makers  of 
a  promissory  note,  some  courts  holding  tiiat  sych  an  acknowledgment 
takes  the  case  out  of  the  statute  as  to  the  other  joint  makers,^*  while 
other  decisions  hold  to  the  contrary.**  And  the  principle  that  an 
acknowledgment  by  one  joint  debtor  will  not  take  the  case  out  of  the 
statute  as  to  the  others  has  been  applied  in  the  case  of  a  bond.**  This 
general  question,  however,  is  in  many  states  controlled  by  statute 
providing  in  substance  that  an  acknowledgment  or  payment  by  one 
joint  debtor  shall  not  operate  to  toll  the  statute  as  to  the  others.** 

275.  Partner  after  Dissolution;  Minority  Doctrine. — ^With  respect 
to  partners,  there  is  considerahle  authority,  especially  among  the 
earlier  cases,  to  the  effec^t  that  an  acknowledgment  made  by  one  is 

8.  Coit  T.  Tracy,  8  Coim.  268,  20  13.  Bound  v.  Lathrop,  4  Gonn.  336, 
Am.  Dec.  110  and  note.  10  Am.  Dec.  147;  Cox  v.  Bailey,  9  Ga. 

9.  Note:  40  A.  S.  R.  565.  467,  54  Am.  Doe.  358  and  note;  Beitz 

10.  Briscoe  V.  Anketell,  28  Miss.  361,  v.  Fuller,  1  MeCord  L.  (S.  C.)  641, 
61  Am.  Dec.  553  and  note;  Campbell  10  Am.  Dec.  693. 

V.  Brown,  86  N.  C.  376,  41  Am.  Rep.  Note:  17  Ann.  Caa.  176. 

464;  Bnsh  v.  Stowell,  71  Pa.  St  208,  14.  McCarthy  v.  White,  21  Cal.  495, 

10  Am.  Rep.  694.            •  82  Am.  Dec.  754  and  note;  Briscoe  t. 

Note:  10  Am.  Dec.  697.  Anketell,  28  Miss.  361,  61  Am.  Dec. 

11.  McCarthy  v.  White,  21  Cal.  495,  553  and  note;  Bnsh  v.  Stowell,  71  Pa. 
82  Am.  Dec.  754  and  note;  Ellicott  v.  St.  208,  10  Am.  Rep.  694;  Beitz  v. 
Nichols,  7  Gill  (Md.)  85,  48  Am.  Deo.  Fuller,  1  MoCord  L.  (S.  C.)  541,  10 
546  and  note.  Am.  Dec.  693  and  note. 

12.  McCarthy  v.  White,  21  Cal.  495,  16.  CampbeU  v.  Brown,  86  N.  C. 
82  Am.  Dee.  754  and  note;  Van  Keu-  376,  41  Am.  Rep.  464. 

ren  v.  Parmelee,  2  N.  Y.  523,  51  Am.  16,  Notes:  10  Am.  Dec.  697;  15 
Dec.  322.  L.R.A.  660. 
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sufficient  to  remove  the  statute  bar,  and  operates  agaiust  all,  whether 
it  was  made  before  or  after  the  dissolution  or  before  or  after  the 
statute  had  run.  In  auoh  joint  contracts  there  is  said  to  be  a  com- 
munity of  interest,  and  a  strong  presumption,  that  a  party  would 
not  make  such  an  admission  against  his  interest,  for  the  purpose  of 
charging  his  joint  contractor  as  as  himself.^'  So,  in  line  with 
this  view,  it  has  been  held  that  an  acknowledgment  by  a  partner  that 
a  Brm  debt  is  still  due,  although  made  after  the  dissolution  of  the 
partnership,  and  while  such  partner  id  insolvent,  is  admissible  against 
his  copartner  to  avoid  the  bar  of  the  statute  lOf  limitations.  In 
those  courts  which  bold  to  this  effect  it  has,  however,  been  decided 
that  such  an  acknowledgment  is  entitled  to  little  weight  if  not  made 
honestly  but  rather  with  a  design  to  charge  the  copartner.^^ 

276,  Partner  after  Dissolution;  Prevailing  View. — The  doctrine 
stated  in  the  preceding  section  was  disapproved  by  the  United  States 
supreme  court  at  an  early  date  and  the  conclusion  was  there  reached 
that  the  acknowledgment  of  a  debt  by  one  partner,  after  dissolu- 
tion of  &e  copartnership,  is  not  sufficient  to  take  tilie  case  out  of 
the  statute,  as  to  the  other  partners.*®  And  this  view  seems  to  be 
supported  by  the  weight  of  authority.'  The  principle  on  which  these 
cases  are  generally  foiihded  is  that  the  dissolution  of  a  partnership 
works  absolute  revocation  of  all  implied  authority  in  one  partner 
to  bind  another  to  new  contracts  and  that,  in  the  absence  of  express 

17.  Coit  V.  Tracy,  8  Conn.  268,  20  1.  Bell  v.  Morrison,  1  Pet  351,  7 
Am.  Dee.  110  and  note;  Austin  v.  U.  S.  {L.  ed.)  174;  Barringer  v.  Sneed, 
Bostwick,  9  Conn.  496,  25  Am.  Dec.  3  Stew.  (Ala.)  201,  20  Am.  Dec.  74; 
42  and  note;  Beardsley  v.  Hail,  36  Wilson  v.  Torbert,  3  Stew.  (Ala.)  296, 
Conn.  270,  4  Am.  Rep.  74;  Greenleaf  21  Am.  Dec.  632;  Tate  v.  Clements,  16 
V.  Quincy,  12  Me.  11,  28  Am.  Dec.  145  Pla.  339,  26  Am.  Rep.  709;  Kallen- 
and  note;  Cady  v.  Shepherd,  11  Pick,  bach  v.  Dickinson,  100  111.  427,  39  Am. 
(Mass.)  400,  22  Am.  Dec.  378  and  Rep.  47;-  Ellicott  v.  Nichols,  7  Gill 
note;  Brid^  v.  Gray,  14  Pick.  (Mass.)  (Md.)  85,  48  Am.  Dec.  546  and  note; 
55,  25  Am.  Dec.  358  and  note;  Mc-  Mayberry  v.  Willoughby,  5  Neb.  368, 
Intire  v.  Oliver,  9  N.  C.  209,  11  Am.  25  Am,  Rep.  491;  Van  Keur«n  v. 
Dee.  760  and  note;  Wheelock  v.  Doo-  Parmelee,  2  N.  Y.  523,  51  Am.  Dec. 
little,  18  Vt.  440,  46  Am.  Dee.  163  and  332  and  note;  Palmer  v.  Dodge,  4 
note.  Ohio  St  21,  62  Am.  Dec.  271  and  note: 

Note :  15  L.R.A.  656.  Kerper  v.  Wood,  48  Ohio  St  613,  29 

See  Partnership,  as  to  the  power  N.  £.  501,  15  L.R.A.  656  and  note; 
generally  of  one  partner  to  bind  an-  Levy  v.  Cadet,  17  Serg.  &  R.  (Pa.) 
other.  See  infra,  par.  304,  as  to  part  126,  17  Am.  Dec.  650  and  note;  Mnse 
payment  by  a  partner  after  dissola-  v.  Donelson,  2  HTimpfa.  (Tenn.)  166,36 
tion.  Am.  Dec.  309  and  note;  Haddock  v. 

18.  Austin  v.  Bostwick,  9  Conn.  496,  Crocheron,  32  Tex.  276,  5  Am.  Rep. 
25  Am.  Dec.  42  and  note.  244. 

19.  Austin  V.  Bostwick,  9  Conn.  496,  Notes:  10  Am.  Dec.  697;  60  Am. 
25  Am.  Dec.  42  and  note.  Dee.  79;  40  A.  S.  R.  565;  16  hM,A. 

20.  Bell  T.  Morrison,  1  Pet.  361,  7  657. 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  174. 
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authority,  he  cannot  create  or  receive  a  debt  against  his  late  partners. 
The  rig^t  of  the  partners  thereafter  can  only  extend  to  the  settle- 
ment of  the  partnership  concerns,  and  the  disbursement  of  the  remain- 
ing funds.'  This  latter  doctrine  has  been  followed  even  when  the 
creditor  was  ignorant  of  the  dissolution,'  although  according  to  other 
decisions  the  law  exacts  not  only  that  they  should  hold  themselves 
out  no  longer  as  operating  jointly  but  that  they  use  reasonable  dili- 
gence to  advise  others  of  the  termination  of  their  previous  connec- 
tion.* So  it  has  been  held  that  the  giving  by  one  partner,  after 
dissolution,  of  a  note  for  firm  indebtedness,  will  not  operate  to  extend 
the  lame  of  payment  as  to  the  other  partner  who  is  not  bound  by 
the  note.'  And  it  has  also  been  held  that  a  liquidating  partner  has 
no  power  to  extend  time  for  the  payment  of  obligations  of  the  firm,  to 
increase  their  amounts,  or  to  obligate  the  firm  to  persons  to  whom 
it  was  not  bound  at  the  dissolution  of  the  partnership.* 

277.  Grantor  or  Mortgagor. — A  mortgagor  may  revive  a  note  barred 
by  the  statute  of  limitations  and  by  such  act  revive  a  mortgage 
executed  to  secure  it  so  far  as  his  interests  in  the  premises  are  con- 
cerned.' And  the  general  rule  is  that  an  acknowledgment  or  new 
promise  on  the  part  of  a  mortgagor,  before  a  conveyance  by  him 
of  the  prop^y,  or  before  the  attachment  of  a  lien,  will  toll  the 
statute,  not  only  as  against  himself  but  also  as  against  bis  grantee 
or  other  person  holding  an  interest  in  the  property  through  him 
whether  such  new  promise  was  made  before  or  after  the  debt  was 
barred.'  In  such  a  case  it  ia  said  that  where  the  purchaser  has 
notice,  actual  or  constructive,  he  is  in  no  better  position  than  the 
person  from  whom  he  derives  the  title  and  is  bound  by  the  same 

2.  Bell  V.  Morrison,  1  Pet.  351,  7  U.     5.  Note:  16  L.R.A.  660. 

S.  (L.  ed.)  174;  Wilson  v.  Torbert,  3  6.  Palmer  v.  Dodge,  4  Ohio  St  21, 

Stew.  (Ala.)  296,  21  Am.  Dee.  632;  62  Am.  Dec.  271  and  note. 

Kallenbach  t.  Dickinson,  100  111.  427,  But  see  15  L.R.A.  660  note. 

39  Am.  Rep.  47;  EUicott  v.  Nichols,  7  7.  Hughes  v.  Edwards,  9  Wheat. 

Gill  (Md.)  86,  48  Am.  Dec.  546  and  489,  6  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  142;  Sigoomey 

note;  Mayberry  v.  Willoughby,  5  Neb.  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Woodman,  93  la. 

368,  25  Am.  Rep.  491;  Van  Keuren  668,  62  N.  W.  28,  57  A.  S.  R.  287  and 

V.  Parmelee,  2  N.  Y.  523,  51  Am.  Dec.  note;  ScbmueVer  v.  Sibert,  18  Kan. 

322  and  note;  Palmer  V.  Dodge,  4  Ohio  104,  26  Am.  Rep.  766;  Perkins  v. 

St.  21,  62  Am.  Dee.  271  and  note;  Sterne,  23  Tex.  661,  76  Am.  Dec.  72 

Levy  V.  Cadet,  17  Serg.  &  R.  (Pa.)  and  note.   See  infra,  par.  306,  as  to 

126,  17  Am.  Dec.  660  and  note;  Muse  part  payment  by  gnmtor  or  mort- 

V.  Donelson,  2  Hnmpfa.  (Tenn.)  166,  gagor. 

36  Am.  Dec.  309  and  note.  8.  Hughes  v.  Edwards,  9  Wheat.  489, 

Note:  40  A.  S.  B.  665.  6  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  142;  Cook  v.  Union 

3.  Tate  v.  ClementB,  16  Fla.  339,  26  Trust  Co.,  106  Ky.  803,  51  S.  W. 
Am.  Rep.  709.  600,  45  L.R.A.  212;  Heyer  v.  Proyn, 

4.  Palmer  v.  Dodge,  4  Ohio  St  21,  7  Paige  (N.  Y.)  465,  34  Am.  Dee. 
62  Am.  Deo.  271  and  note.  355  and  note. 

Note:  15  LJt.A.  669.  Note:  28  LJt.A.(N.8.)  169. 
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equity  wliich  would  affect  hia  rights  and  he  can,  no  more  than  the 
mortgagor,  assert  his  equity  against  the  mortgagee  without  paying 
the  debt,  or  showing  that  it  has  been  paid  or  released  or  that  there 
are  circumstances  in  the  case  sufificient  to  warrant  the  presumption 
of  these  facts,  or  one  of  them.*  But,  where  one  has  conveyed  real 
property,  the  general  rule  seems  to  be  that  he  cannot  revive  a  mort- 
gage thereof  after  the  bar  of  the  statute  has  become  complete  as 
against  his  grantee  who  has  purchased  the  land  without  assuming 
any  obligation  to  discharge  the  debt.**  This  conclusion  is  founded 
on  the  theory  that  after  the  mortgagor  disposes  of  the  premises  by 
deed,  he  loses  all  control  over  them,  is  regarded  as  a  stxanger  ta  them 
and  his  power  either  to  impose  a  harden  on,  or  to  revive  charges 
against,  them  has  ceased.**  So  it  has  been  held  that  a  subsequent 
purchaser  of  mortgaged  premises  may  avail  himself  of  the  statute 
of  limitations  as  a  defense  to  an  action  for  the  foreclosure  of  the 
mortgage,  commenced  after  the  statute  has  run  agdnst  the  debt 
secured,  and  that  such  purchaser  is  not  affected  by  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  debt  made  by  the  mortgagor  after  the  debt  was  barred, 
nor  by  an  extension  of  the  time  of  payment  then  made;  and  the 
fact  that  the  mortgagee,  when  he  received  such  acknowledgment 
and  extended  the  time  of  payment,  did  not  know  of  the  purchase  is 
immaterial,  where  the  period  of  limitation  had  already  expired, 
and  no  consideration  was  given  for  the  acknowledgment.*'  The 
same  principle  has  also  been  applied,  although  there  are  decisions 
to  the  contrary,  where  from  the  facts  it  appeared  that  the  attempted 
revival,  though  after  the  conveyance  was  made,  was  before  the  debt 
was  barred.**  And  it  has  also  been  held  that  a  new  promise  by 
the  mortgagor  after  the  debt  was  barred  will  not  revive  the  lien  on 
the  property  which,  although  sold  by  him  before  that  date,  was  sold 
by  tiie  grantee  to  a  third  person  after  the  debt  was  barred,  neither 
grantee  having  knowledge  of  the  new  promise.** 

278.  Grantee  or  Mortgagee. — Where  a  grantee  of  mortgaged  prem- 
ises assumes  and  agrees  to  pay  the  mortgage  debt,  his  acknowledg- 
ment thereof  will  interrupt  the  running  of  tiie  statute  against  his 
Hability  to  the  mortgagee.**    In  such  a  case  the  grantee  becomes 

9.  Hughes  V.  Edwards,  0  Wheat  489,  v.  Leque,  17  Wash.  573,  50  Pac  485, 
6  U.  S.  (U  ed.)  142.  61  A.  S.  R.  927  and  note. 

10.  Cook  V.  Prindle,  97  la.  464,  66      Note:  28  L.B.A.(N.S.)  170. 

N.  W.  781,  59  A.  S.  R.  424  and  note;  12.  McCarthy  v.  White,  21  Cal.  495, 
Schmucker  v.  Sibert,  18  Kan.  104,  26  82  Am.  Dec.  754  and  note. 


11.  McCarthy  v.  White,  21  Cal.  496,  14.  Cook  v.  Prindle,  97  la.  464,  66 

82  Am.  Dec.  754  and  note;  Cook  v.  N.  W.  781,  59  A.  S.  R.  424. 

Prindle,  97  la.  464,  66  N.  W.  781,  59  15.  Daniels  v.  Johnson,  129  Cal.  415, 

A.  S.  B.  424;  Schmucker  v.  Sibert,  18  61  Pac.  1107, 79  A.  S.  R.  123  and  note; 

Kan.  104,  26  Am.  Rep.  765;  Damon  Fitzgerald  t.  Flanagan,  166  la.  217, 


Am.  Rep.  765. 


13.  Note:  28  L.R.A.(N.S.)  172. 
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liable  as  a  principal  debtor  to  the  mortgagee  as  fully  as  if  the  agree- 
ment to  pay  the  debt  had  been  made  directly  to  him  for  an  ade- 
quate consideration.'*  And  parol  evidence  has  been  held  to  be 
admissible  to  show  that  the  grantee  assumed  and  agreed  to  pay  the 
mortgage  indebtedness.*^  But  although  there  are  authoritiee  to  th& 
contrary,'^  it  seems  to  be  generally  held  that  no  act  of  a  grantee 
who  has  assumed  a  mortgage  will  have  the  effect  of  tolUng  the  statute 
as  to  the  mortgagor.'*  Where,  on  the  other  hand,  a  grantee  of  land 
does  not  assume  personal  liability  for  the  payment  of  the  mortgage 
debt  thereon,  while  it  has  been  decided  that  he  cannot  by  his  acknowl- 
edgment of  that  debt  interrupt  the  running  of  the  statute  as  to  the 
mortgagor,*!*  Y^^     is        ^^^^  ^^^^  thereby  prevent  the 

statute  from  baning  the  enforcement  of  the  mortgage.' 

279.  Executor  or  Administrator  May  Make  New  Promise. — Where 
the  debt  is  not  barred  at  the  time  of  the  decedent's  death  it  is  held 
that  a  promise  by  the  executor  or  administrator  to  pay  such  claim 
will  furnish  a  new  period  from  which  the  statute  is  to  run.  This 
principle  is  generally  admitted,  even  in  those  states  which  deny  to 
the  personal  representative  the  power  to  revive  a  debt,  as  a  still 
existing  demand  upon  the  estate  is  such  a  legal  charge  as  the  execu- 
tor or  administrator  is  empowered  to  recognise  and  pay.'  There 
has  been,  however,  considerable  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  power 
of  an  executor  or  administrator  to  waive  the  bar  of  hmitation,  so  as 
to  revive  a  debt  due  from  the  decedent*  Several  jurisdictions  recog- 
nize the  rule  that  an  acknowledgment  or  new  promise,  by  such  a 
representative,  will  take  a  case  out  of  the  statute.*  This  doctrine  is 
based  by  some  of  the  decisions  which  support  it  upon  the  assump- 
tion that  an  administrator  or  executor  represents  the  decedent  to  the 

135  N.  W.  738,  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  1104  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  1114. 

and  note;  Schmucker  v.  Sibert,  18  2.  Note:  12  Am.  Dec.  661. 

Kan.  104,  26  Am.  Rep.  765;  McKay  3.  Note:  12  Am.  Dec.  659.  See  Ex- 

V.  Ward,  20  Utah  149,  57  Pac.  1024,  bxecdtobs  and  AmiiNisnurrORS,  vol, 

46  L.R.A.  623.  11,  p.  216  et  seq.,  as  to  power  of  ezeeu- 

Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  1H3.  tor  or  administrator  to  waive  the  stat- 

See  infra,  par.  307,  as  to  part  pay-  ute  of  limitations, 

ment  by  grantee  or  moHgagee.  4.  Lawson  v.  Powell,  31  Ga,  681,  79 

16.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  1113.  Am.  Dec.  296;  Davis  v.  French,  20  Me. 

17.  Fitzgerald  v.  Flanagan,  165  la.  21,  37  Am.  Dec.  36;  Shreve  v.  Joyce, 
217,  135  N.  W.  738,  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  36  N.  J.  L.  44, 13  Am.  Bep.  417;  Cob- 
1104  and  note.  ham  v.  Mosely,  3  N.  C.  6,  2  Am.  Dec. 

18.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  1112.  612;  Jones  v.  Moore,  5  Bin.  (Pa.)  573, 

19.  Fitzgerald  v.  Flanagan,  166  la.  6  Am.  Dec.  428;  Briggs  v.  Starke,  2 
217, 135  N.  W.  738,  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  Mill,  Const.  tS.  C.)  lU,  12  Am.  Dec. 
1104  and  note.  659  and  note. 

■  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  1113.  Notes:  29  Am.  Dec.  42;  52  A.  S.  R. 

20.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  1113.  123;  66  A.  S.  R.  691;  Ann.  Cas. 
1.  Senninger  v.  Rowley,  138  la.  617,  1912A  19. 

116  N.  W.  695, 18  L.R.A.(N.S.)  223. 
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extent  of  the  assets  in  his  hands,  and  that  a  promise  made  by  him 
in  his  representative  capacity  to  pay  a  debt  should  have  the  same 
effect  as  if  it  had  been  made  by  the  decedent  himself.'  In  this 
connection  it  has  also  been  held  that  a  new  promise  made  by  one 
of  two  or  more  executors  is  sufficient.'  In  such  a  case  it  is  said 
that  assuming  that  the  authority  exists  in  all  of  the  executors  to 
relieve  from  the  statute,  there  is  no  reason  in  principle  why  one 
is  not  as  competent  to  exercise  it  as  all  and  that  no  argument  from 
the  danger  of  fraud  by  one  executor  is  tenable,  for  the  coexecutor 
can  always  set  up  fraud  or  collusion  in  the  promise,  or  dispute  the 
original  debt,  or  show  payment'  Where  this  doctrine  prevails  the 
rule  controls,  as  in  other  cases,  that  the  acknowledgment  or  promise 
must  be  clear,  distinct  and  unambiguous,^  and  in  some  jurisdictions 
it  is  required  to  be  in  writing*  In  the  determination  of  what  con- 
stitutes an  acknowledgment  within  the  general  rule  it  has  been  held 
that  the  statement  of  an  account  by  an  executor  of  an  indebtedness 
of  his  testator  which  never  before  had  been  ascertained  or  deter- 
mined was  sufficient  to  toll  the  statute  even  though  no  express  prom- 
ise to  pay  was  made.'*  And  it  has  also  been  decided  that  where  a 
promissory  note  made  by  an  administrator  to  the  deceased  and  barred 
by  the  statute  of  limitations  is  inserted  in  the  administrator's  inven- 
tory of  assets,  there  is  a  sufficient  acknowledgment  of  the  debt  to 
take  it  out  of  the  statute.^'  On  the  other  hand,  however,  it  has  been 
held  that  the  allowance  of  a  note  as  a  claim  against  Uie  estate  of  a 
deceased  insolvent,  by  a  guarantor  of  the  note  appointed  commissioner 
of  the  estate,  cannot  be  construed  an  acknowledgment  by  him,  so  as 
to  stop  the  running  of  the  statute  as  against  him.'*  And  it  has  also 
been  decided  that  the  promise  of  an  administrator  to  pay  the  note  of 
his  decedent  before  the  bar  of  the  statute  of  limitations  is  complete 
may  renew  the  debt  against  the  personal  estate,  but  it  does  not  bind 
the  hdis,  other  than  himself,  so  as  to  affect  their  interest  in  the  real 
estate.'* 

5.  Bri^  T.  Staike,  2  Mill,  Const,  qnirement  of  deameM  and  explidt- 

(S.  C.)  Ill,  12  Am.  Dec.  659  and  note.  ness. 

6.  Briggs  V.  Starke,  2  Mill,  Const.      9.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  19. 

(S.  C.)  Ill,  12  Am.  Dec.  659  and     10.  Notes:  L.R.A.1915B  1048;  Ann. 

note.  But  see  Seig  v.  Aeord,  21  Orat  Cas.  1912A  22. 

(Va.)  365,  S  Am.  Rep.  605.  11.  Note:  4  Ann.  Cas.  940. 

Notes:  12  Am.  Dee.  661;  LJIA.  12.  Gardiner  v.  Nutting,  5  Oreenl. 
1915B  1039.  (Me.)  140, 17  Am.  Dec.  211. 

7.  Shreve  v.  Joyce,  36  N.  J.  L.  44,  13.  Divine  v.  Miller,  70  S.  C.  225, 
13  Am.  Rep.  417.  49  S.  E.  479,  106  A.  S.  R.  743  and 

8.  Grady  v.  Wilson,  115  N.  C.  344,  note.  See  Johnson  v.  Waters,  111  U. 
20  S.  E.  518,  44  A.  S.  E.  461.  S.  640,  4  S.  Ct.  619,  28  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

Notes:  L.R.A.191SB  1044;  Ana.  Cas.  547,  holding  that  in  Louisiana,  the  ac- 
.1912 A  20.  knowledgment  of  a  saccession  debt  by 

See  supra,  par.  256,  as  to  the  re-  an  executor  sinpenda  the  preaeription 
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280.'  View  that  Executor  or  Administrator  Cannot  Bind  Estate. — 

The  view  that  an  executor  or  administrator  may  revive  a  barred 
debt  by  an  acknowledgment  or  new  promise  so  as  to  bind  the  estate 
is  denied  in  many  jurisdictions^  and  the  prevailing  view  seems  to 
be  ithat  he  has  no  such  power.^*  So  it  has  been  held  that  an  exec- 
utor de  son  tort  cannot,  by  a  promise  to  pay,  toll  the  statute  as  to 
a  debt  of  the  decedent  so  as  to  be  binding  in  a  suit  subsequently 
brought  against  him  as  the  rightful  administrator.'*  Some  of  the 
cases  proceed  on  the  groimd  that  an  executor  or  administrator  can 
only  discharge  existing  legal  obligations  against  tiie  estate.  He  is 
the  trustee  or  agent  appointed  by  law,  for  the  benefit  and  protec- 
tion of  creditors  and  distributees,  who  stand  upon  their  strict  legal 
rights,  which  cannot  be  prejudiced  by  the,  voluntary  and  unauthor- 
ized acts  of  the  administrator.  The  law  determines  the  extent  of 
Uie  estate's  liability,  and  he  cannot  enlarge  it  He  can  make  no 
contract)  except  such  as  may  be  necessary  in  the  course  of  his  admin- 
istration. To  admit  that  he  has  power  to  revive  by  an  admission 
an  obligation  which  is  extinct  woidd  be  to  place  the  estate  entirely 
at  his  arbitrary  discretion.  Old  debts  might  be  revived  without  limit, 
and  the  whole  estate  swept  away  in  their  liquidation.  The  fact 
that  the  deceased  might  have  done  this  is  not  material.  The  law 
makes  the  administrator  the  agent  to  do  what  the  deceased  was  bound 
to  do  in  reference  to  his  debts;  but  it  does  not  clothe  him  with  the 
discretion  which  the  deceased  had  a  right  to  exercise.^'  It  is  also 
urged  in  support  of  the  rule  that  the  statute  extinguishes  the  debt, 
that  the  new  promise  is  a  new  contract,  supported  by  the  moral 
obligation  ^sing  from  the  original  contract,  that  in  the  case  of 
an  executor  there  is  no  such  moral  obligation,  and  therefote  that  he 
cannot  bind  the  estate  by  a  new  promise.  Still  other  decisions  turn 
upon. the  construction  of  the  local  statut^'^   Again,  the  presence 

of  it  as  long  as  the  property  of  the  Dec.  39  and  oote;  In  re  Claghom,  181 

succession  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  Pa.  St.  600,  37  Atl.  918,  59  A.  S.  R. 

executor  under  administration.  680;  Moore  v.  Hillebrant,  14  Tex.  312, 

And  see  L.R.A.1915B  1036  note.  56  Am.  Dec.  118;  Fisher  v.  Duncan,  1 

14.  See  supra,  par.  279.  Hen.  &  M.  (Va.)  563,  3  Am.  Dec. 

16.  Thompson  v.  Peter,  12  Wheat.  605;  Seig  v.  Acord,  21  Grat.  (Va.) 

565,  6  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  730;  Steele  v.  365,  8  Am.  Rep.  605. 

Steele,  64  Ala.  438,  38  Am.  Rep.  15;  Notes:  12  Am.  Dec.  660;  29  Am. 

Peck  V.  Botsford,  7  Conn.  172,  18  Am.  Dec.  42;  65  A.  S.  R.  691;  LJt.A. 

Dec.  92  and  note ;  Brown  v.  Brown,  56  1915B  1040. 

Conn.  249,  14  Atl.  718,  7  A.  S.  R.  307;  16.  Note:  L.R.A.1915B  1040. 

Dem  V.  Olsen,  18  Idaho  358,  110  Pac.  17.  Henderson  v.  Ilsley,  11  .Smedea 

164,  Ann.  Gas.  1912A  1,  L.R.A.igi5B  &  M.  (Miss.)  9,  49  Am.  Dec.  41  and 

1016;  Henderson  v.  Ilsley,  11  Smedes  note;  Fritz  v.  Thomas,  1  Whart,  (Pa.) 

ft  M.  (Miss.)  9,  49  Am.  Dec.  41  and  66.  29  Am.  Dec.  39  and  note. 

note;  Clark  v.  Clark,  8  Paige  (N.  Y.)  Note:  12  Am.  Dec.  660. 

152,  35  Am.  Dec.  676  and  note;  Fritz  v.  18.  Note:  12  Am.  Dec. '660. 

Thomas,  1  Whart.  (Pa.)  66,  29  Am. 
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or  absence  of  a  cooaideration  ia  regarded  as  controlling  tbe  right 
of  an  executor  or  administrator  to  take  a  case  out  of  the  statute 

by  a  new  promise.  Thus  it  haa  been  held  that  a  note  given  by  an 
executor  for  a  debt  of  the  testator,  after  the  time  to  iiie  claims  has 
expired  and  when  it  has  never  been  allowed  or  ordered  paid  by 
the  court,  if  without  any  new  consideration  to  support  it  is  iusufh- 
cient  to  hind  the  estate.^*  In  the  application  of  this  general  doc- 
trine it  has  also  been  held  that  where  one  of  two  joint  administrators 
has  an  account  against  his  intestate  which  was  barred  by  the  statute 
of  limitations  before  the  death  of  the  intestate,  the  bar  will  not  be 
removed  and  the  debt  revived  by  the  statement  or  admission  of  his 
coadministrator  that  the  account  is  correct.'** 

281.  Principal  and  Surety. — The  rule  early  adopted  that  an 
acknowledgment  by  one  of  several  joint  debtors  was  sufficient  to 
take  a  case  out  of  the  statute  as  to  aU  ^  has  also  been  followed  and 
applied  in  cases  of  principal  and  surety,  it  being  held  that  a  promise 
by  the  principal  would  interrupt  the  statute  as  to  the  surety.*  The 
rule  in  the  majority  of  the  jurisdictions,  however,  is  that  the  liability 
of  a  surety  on  a  promissory  note,  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations, 
is  not  revived  by  the  principal's  subsequent  acknowledgment  and 
promise  to  pay,*  although  in  some  jurisdictions  it  seems  that  a  prom- 
ise made  by  the  principal  before  tiie  bar  has  attached  will  suspend 
the  running  of  the  statute  as  to  the  surety  but  that  payments  or 
promisee  made  afterwards  will  not  revive  the  claim.^  In  the  case 
of  a  surety  it  has  been  decided  that  the  duty  imposed  on  him  to  see 
that  his  principal  perfornis  the  contract  guaranteed  subsists  as  a 
moral  obligation  after  the  statute  of  limitation  has  run  against  the 
l^al  right  to  enforce  it,  and  it  is  sufficient  consideration  to  support 
a  new  promise  that  the  pre-existing  obligation  of  the  principal  will 
he  fulfilled.  So  it  has  been  held  that  a  verbal  acknowledgment  or 
new  promise  by  a  surety  on  a  guardian's  bond,  that  he  will  pay 
whatever  is  found  to  be  due  from  his  principal,  is  sufficient  to  revive 
liis  liability  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations.* 

282.  Officers  of  Municipal  Corporations. — The  officers  of  a  city  can- 
not, without  legislative  authority,  extend  the  liability  of  the  city  for 
its  indebtedness  on  bonds  beyond  the  express  terms  thereof,  so  as  to 
remove  the  bar  of  the  statute  of  limitations.*   So  it  has  been  held 

19.  Germania  Bank  v.  Michaud,  62'  S.  Lowtber  v.  Chappell,  8  Ala.  363, 
Minn.  459,  65  N.  W.  70,  54  A.  S.  R.  42  Am.  Dec  643  and  note. 

653,  30  L.R.A.  286.  Notes:  60  Am.  Dec.  79;  37  L.B.A. 

20.  Seig  V.  Acord,  21  Grat.  (Va.)  (N.S.)  274. 

365,  8  Am.  Rep.  605.  Bat  see  supra,  4.  Note:  37  L.R.A.(N.S.)  277. 

par.  279.  5.  Perkina  v.  Cheney,  114  Mich.  567, 

1.  See  supra,  par.  274,  as  to  ao-  72  N.  W.  695,  68  A.  S.  B.  495  and 
knowledgment  by  one  of  several  joint  note. 

debtors.  6.  Wurtb  v.  Paducah,  116  Ky.  403, 

2.  Note:  37  L.R.A.(N.S.)  276,  277.  76  S.  W.  143,  105  A.      R.  225  and. 
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that  the  levy  and  collection  of  taxes  by  a  city  to  meet  interest  due 
and  create  a  sinking  fund  is  not  an  acknowledgment  of  or  new  prom- 
ise to  pay  any  particular  bond  or  issue  of  bonds  which  from  their 
face  are  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations.'  And  the  inclusion 
in  a  town  auditor's  report  of  a  town  order  barred  by  the  statute  and 
a  statement  tiiat  such  order  was  outstanding  and  unpaid  has  been 
held  not  to  be  a  sufficient  acknowledgment  as  against  the  town  to 
take  the  order  out  of  the  statute  although  the  auditor's  report  was 
adopted  by  the  town  meeting.^  A  similar  conclusion  has  also  been 
reached  in  respect  to  an  annual  statement  by  the  secretary  of  a  munioi- 
pality  recognizing  the  validity  of  outstanding  barred  bonds.* 

XIV.  Part  Payment 

In  General 

283.  General  Principles. — Although  no  provimon  was  made  either 
in  the  Act  of  James  I  or  in  Lord  Tenterden's  Act  in  respect  to  the 
effect  of  part  payment  on  the  operation  of  the  statute  of  limitation^ 
a  judicial  exception  was  ingrafted  tiiereon  at  an  early  date^^^  to 
the  effect  that  a  part  payment  of  a  debt  or  obligation  would  take  it 
out  of  the  operation  of  the  statute.^'  So  it  has  been  said  that  the 
effect  of  a  part  payment,  in  taking  a  case  out  of  the  operation  of 
the  statute  or  in  enlarging  the  time  during  which  an  action  may  be 
brought,  is  not  derived  from  any  statutory  provisions,  but  results 
from  the  decisions  of  the  courts  and  depends  wholly  on  the  reason 


note;  Houston  t.  Jankowskie,  76  Tex. 
368,  13  8.  W.  269, 18  A.  S.  B.  67  and 
note. 

Note:  4  Ann.  Cas.  939. 

7.  Wnrth  v.  Paducah,  116  Ky.  403, 
76  S.  W.  143,  105  A.  S.  R.  225  and 
note;  Houston  v.  Jankowskie,  76  Tex. 
368,  13  S.  W.  268, 18  A.  S.  B.  67  and. 
note. 

8.  Note:  4  Ann.  Caa.  039. 

9.  HoQston  V.  Jankowskie,  76  Tex. 
368,  13  S.  W.  269,  18  A.  S.  R.  57  and 

note. 

10.  Murdock  v.  Watennan,  145  N. 
Y.  55,  39  N.  E.  829,  27  L.R.A.  418; 
Cashmar-King  Supply  Co.  v.  Dowd, 
146  N.  C.  191,  59  S.  E.  685,  14  Ann. 
Cas.  211.  See  supra,  par.  247,  as  to 
development  of  law  as  to  acknowledg- 
ments. 

11.  Moi^an  V.  Kendrick,  91  Ark. 
394,  121  S.  W.  278,  134  A.  S.  R.  78; 
Newlin  v.  Duncan,  1  Har.  (Del.)  204, 


26  Am.  Dee.  66;  Meitzler  v.  Todd,  12 
Ind.  App.  381,  39  N.  E.  1046,  54  A.  S. 
R.  531  and  note;  Medomach  Nat.  Bank 
V.  Wyman,  100  Me.  556,  62  Atl.  658, 
4  Ann.  Cas.  632  and  note,  4  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  562;  Anderson  v.  Nystrom,  103 
Minn.  168, 114  N.  W.  742, 123  A.  S.  R. 
320  and  note,  14  Ann,  Cas.  54,  13 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  1141;  State  v.  Finn,  98 
Mo.  532, 11  S.  W.  994, 14  A.  S.  R.  654; 
Beck  V.  Haas,  111  Mo.  264,  20  S.  W. 
19,  33  A.  S.  R.  516  and  note;  Regan 
V.  Williams,  185  Mo.  620,  84  S.  W. 
959,  105  A.  S.  R.  600;  Riggs  v. 
Roberts.  85  N.  C.  151,  39  Am.  Rep. 
692 ;  Cashmar-King  Supply  Co.  v. 
Dowd.  146  N.  C.  191,  59  S.  E.  685, 14 
Ann.  Cas.  211;  Clement  v.  Clemont,  69 
Wis.  599,  35  N.  W.  17,  2  A.  S.  R.  760. 

Notes:  33  A.  S.  R.  520  ;  39  A.  S.  R. 
739. 

See  also  Patuent,  as  to  payments 
generally. 
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of  those  decisions.^*  It  seems  also  that  where  circumstances  are 
relied  upon  to  constitute  such  a  promise,  it  may  make  a  radical 
difference  whether  they  occurred  before  or  after  the  debt  was  barred. 
In  the  former  caae,  with  a  debt  still  alive,  it  has  been  said  that  it 
would  require  lees  evidence  to  create  a  promise  to  extend  the  run- 
ning of  the  statute  than  in  the  latter  case,  with  a  debt  barred,  to 
revive  the  debt  and  renew  ihe  spired  period.**  But  it  seems  that 
a  partial  payment  made  in  full  settlement  and  discharge  of  the 
liability  of  the  debtor  does  not  remove  the  bar  of  the  statute  as  to 
the  part  not  paid.^*  And  it  has  been  decided  that  a  part  payment 
of  a  debt  barred  by  the  statute  under  an  agreement  to  pay  the  whole 
debt  in  instalments  will  not  sustain  an  action  for  the  whole  debt 
at  once,  but  only  for  the  instalments  which  have  become  due  when 
the  action  is  commenced.**  Again,  an  expression  of  ability  on  the 
part  of  the  debtor  to  pay  his  debt,  followed  by  part  payment,  has 
been  held  to  amount  to  nothing  more  than  a  mere  acknowledgment 
of  the  existence  of  the  debt,  and  not  to  operate  as  the  renunciation 
of  an  acquired  prescription." 

284.  Statutory  Provisions. — Insome  jurisdictions  provision  is  made 
by  statute  as  to  the  effect  of  a  part  payment.  Of  such  a  character 
is  one  providing  in  substance  that  a  partial  payment  made  upon  a 
promissory  note,  after  due  and  before  the  statute  has  commenced 
to  run,  fixes  the  date  of  such  payment  as  the  time  from  which  the 
statute  begins  to  run."  And,  edthou^  under  a  statute  providing 
that  a  new  promise  must  be  in  writing,  either  in  the  party's  own 
handwriting  or  subscribed  by  him  or  some  one  authorized  by  him, 
it  has  been  decided  that  a  partial  payment  not  thus  entered  or  sub- 
scribed is  insufficient  to  constitute  a  new  point  from  which  the  limita- 
tion period  wiir  begin  to  run,*^  an  exception  in  the  act  to  the  effect 
that  nothing  therein  shall  alter,  take  away,  or  lessen  the  effect  of 
a  part  payment  does  not  exclude  all  parol  evidence  bearing  upon  the 
new  promise  by  part  payment.*'  Similarly  this  requirement  would 
not  control  where  the  statute  provides  that  a  payment  shall  be  regarded 
as  equivalent  to  a  new  promise  in  writing  to  pay  the  residue  of  the 

12.  Brooklyn  Bank  v.  Bamaby,  197  492,  32  So.  379,  58  L.R,A.  408. 
N.  Y.  2ie,  90  N.  E.  834,  27  L.R^.     17.  Sterratt  v.  Sweeney,  16  Idaho 


13.  Brooklj-n  Bank  v.  Bamaby,  197  L.E.A.(N.S.)  963. 
N.  Y.  210,  90  N.  E.  834,  27  L.ILA.  18.  Obear  v.  Birmingham  Piret  Nat. 
(N.S.)  843  and  note.  Bank,  97  Ga.  587,  25  S.  E.  335,  33 

14.  Cashmar-King  Supply  Co.  v.  L.R.A.  384.  But  see  Monidah  Trust 
Dowd,  146  N.  C.  191,  59  S.  E.  685,  14  v.  Kemper,  44  Mont.  1,  118  Pae.  811, 


15.  Gillingham  v.  Brown,  178  Mass.  19.  Gillingfaam  v.  Brown,  178  Mass. 
417,  60  N.  E.  122,  65  L.R.A.  320  and  417,  60  nTB.  122,  65  UR.A.  320  and 


(N.S.)  843  and  note. 


416,  98  Pac.  418,  128  A.  S.  R,  68,  20 


Ann.  Cas.  211  and  note. 


Ann.  Cas.  1912D  1326. 


note. 


note. 


16.  Slai^hter's  Snceesnon,  108  La. 
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debt.**  Under  a  statute  which  makes  penal  the  doing  of  any  manner 
of  labor,  business  or  work  on  the  Lord's  day,  except  works  of  neces- 
sity and  charity,*  it  has  been  held  that  a  part  payment  made  upon 
Sunday  will  not  take  a  debt  out  of  the  operation  of  the  statute  of 
limitations.^ 

285.  Principle  on  Which  Rule  Is  Founded. — The  principle  upon 
which  part  payment  of  a  debt  will  take  a  case  out  of  the  statute 
is  that  such  payment  amounts  to  a  voluntary  acknowledgment  of  the 
existence  of  the  debt  from  which  the  law  implies  a  new  promise  to 
pay  the  balance.*  And  in  this  connection  it  is  said  that  no  distinc- 
tion can  be  made  on  principle  between  a  written  acknowledgment 
and  part  payment.  In  the  case  of  the  written  acknowledgment, 
express  recognition  of  the  existing  indebtedness  and  an  intention  to 
revive  it  is  shown;  while,  in  the  case  of  part  payment,  the  recogni- 
tion and  intent  to  revive  is  an  inference  the  law  raises  from  the  part 
payment.* 

286.  Essentials  Generally  to  Sufficiency  of  Payment  as  Acknowl- 
edgment or  New  Promise. — ^A  promise  to  pay  cannot  be  inferred  from 

the  mere  fact  of  payment  of  part  of  a  debt,  there  being  nothing 
to  raise  a  presumption  that  it  was  a  payment  on  account  thereof. 
The  principle  on  which  part  payment  takes  a  case  out  of  the  statute 
is  that  the  party  paying  intended  by  it  to  acknowledge  and  admit 
the  greater  debt  to  be  due.  If  it  was  not  in  the  mind  of  the  debtor 
to  do  this,  then  the  statute,  having  begun  to  run,  will  not  be  stopped 
by  reason  of  such  payment.  Therefore  a  partial  payment,  in  order 
to  operate  as  a  new  promise  so  as  to  avoid  the  bar  of  the  statute,  must 
be  made  under  such  circumstances  as  to  warrant  the  clear  inference 
that  the  debtor  recognizes  the  debt  as  an  existing  liability,*  and  indi- 
cates his  willingness  or  at  least  an  obligation  to  pay  the  balance.' 

20.  Monidah  Trust  t.  Kemper,  44  v.  Manley,  25  Vt.  210,  60  Am.  Dec. 
Mont.  1,  118  Pae.  811,  Ann.  Caa.  253. 

1912D  1326.  Notes:  62  Am.  Dec  101;  33  A.  S.  R. 

1.  Clapp  V.  Hale,  112  Mass.  368, 17  520;  39  A.  S.  B.  739. 


2.  United  States  v.  WUder,  13  WaU.  168,  114  N.  W.  742,  123  A.  S.  R.  320 
254,  20  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  681;  NewUn  v.  and  note;  14  Ann.  Caa.  64,  13  L.R.A. 
Duncan,  1  Har.  (Del.)  204,  25  Am.   (N.S.)  1141. 

Dec.  66;  Meitzler  v.  Todd,  12  Ind.  4.  United  States  v.  Wilder,  13  Wall. 
App.  381,  39  N.  E.  1046,  54  A.  S.  R.  254,  20  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  681;  Shanks  v. 
531  and  note;  Wolford  v.  Cook,  71  Louthan,  79  Kan.  363,  99  Pac.  613, 
Minn.  77,  73  N.  W.  706,  70  A.  S.  R.  131  A  S.  R.  294  and  note;  Bosler  v. 
315  and  note;  Regan  v.  Williams,  185  McShane,  78  Neb.  86,  110  N.  W.  726, 
Mo.  620,  84  S.  W,  959,  105  A.  S.  R.  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1032;  Cashmar-King 
600;  Brooklyn  Bank  v.  Bamaby,  197  Supply  Co.  v.  Dowd,  146  N.  C.  191,  59 
N.  Y.  210,  90  N.  E.  834,  27  L.R.A.  S.  E.  685,  14  Ann.  Cas.  211  and  note. 
(N.S.)  843  and  note;  Cashmar-King  Note:  62  Am.  Dec.  101. 
Supply  Co.  V.  Dowd,  146  N.  C.  191,  59  5.  Shanks  v.  Louthan,  79  Kan.  363, 
S.  E,  685,  14  Ann.  Caa.  211;  Hodge  99  Pac  613,  131  A.  S.  R.  294  and 


Am.  Rep.  IIL 


3.  Andetson  v.  Nystrom,  103  Minn. 
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The  debt  or  obligation  must  be  definitely  pointed  out  by^  the  debtor, 
and  an  intention  to  discharge  it  in  part  made  manifest.*  And  it  is 
held  that  the  payment  must  also  be  a  partial  one,  leaving  a  part 
of  the  debt  unpaid.'  So  it  has  been  decided  that  a  payment  in  full 
of  an  admitted  contract  cannot  be  converted  into  an  acknowledgment 
of  one  which  was  denied.®  Nor  can  a  payment  of  an  obligation 
incurred  in  one  of  several  separate  and  independent  transactions  be 
considered  as  a  part  payment  in  recognition  of  any  liability  arising 
out  of  any  of  the  others.*  Similarly  if  the  statute  of  limitations  is 
running  against  a  mortgage  debt,  including  advances  made  by  the 
mortgagee  to  discharge  paramount  liens,  it  continues  to  run  against 
the  advances,  upon  the  giving  of  a  new  note  which  does  not  include 
them." 

287.  Payment  Must  Be  Voluntary. — Part  payment,  within  the 
meaning  of  a  statute  which  does  not  say  by  whom,  nor  under  what 
circumstances,  a  payment  must  have  been  made  in  order  to  arrest 
the  running  of  ^e  statute,^^  or  ind^endent  of  any  statutory  pro- 
vision, must  be  made  voluntarily  ei^er  by  tiie  debtor  sought  to  be 
charged  with  the  effect  of  it,  or  in  pursuance  of  his  consent  or 
direction."  So  a  payment  made  on  a  debtor's  note  by  the  sale  of 
his  property  on  execution,  or  other  legal  process,  is  not  such  part 


Dote;  Wcstinghouse  Co.  v.  Boyle,  126  113,  92  Pac.  232,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

Mich.  677,  86  N.  W.  136,  86  A.  S.  R.  479  and  note;  Shanks  v.  Louthan,  79 

570;  Brown  v.  Latham,  58  N.  H.  30,  Kan.  363,  99  Pae.  613,  131  A.  S.  R. 

42  Am.  Rep.  568;  Casbmar-King  Sup-  294  and  note;  Richardson  r.  Thomas, 

ply  Co.  V.  Dowd,  146  N.  C.  191,  59  13  Gray  (Mass.)  381,  74  Am.  Dec.  636 

S.  E.  685,  14  Ann.  Cas.  211  and  note,  and  note;  Wolford  v.  Cook,  71  Minn. 

Notes:  62  Am.  Dec.  101;  14  Ann,  77,  73  N.  W.  706,  70  A.  S.  R.  315  and 

Cas.  980.  note;  Regan  v.  Williams,  185  Mo.  620, 

6.  Anderson  v,  Nyatrom,  103  Minn.  84  S.  W.  959, 105  A.  S.  R.  600;  Whit- 
168,  114  N.  W.  742,  123  A.  S.  R.  320  ney  v.  Chambers,  17  Neb.  90,  22  N.  W. 
and  note,  14  Ann.  Cas.  64,  13  L.R.A.  229,  62  Am.  Rep.  398  and  note;  Mof- 
(N.S.)  1141  and  note;  McCarthy  Bros,  fitt  v.  Car,  48  Neb.  403,  67  N.  W.  150, 
Co.  V.  Hanskutt,  29  S.  D.  535,  137  N.  58  A.  S.  R.  696  and  note;  Bosler  v. 
W.  286,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  889.  McShaJie,  78  Neb.  86,  110  N.  W.  726, 

7.  Brown  v.  Latham,  58  N.  H.  30,  42  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1032  and  note; 
Am.  Rep.  668;  McCarthy  Bros.  Co.  v.  Brown  v.  Latham,  58  N.  H.  30,  42 
Hanskutt,  29  S.  D.  535,  137  N.  W.  Am.  Rep.  568;  Brooklyn  Bank  v. 
286,  Ann.  Cas,  1914D  889;  Friend  v.  Bamaby,  197  N.  T.  210,  90  N.  E.  834, 
Young  [1897]  2  Ch.  421,  66  L.  J.  Ch.  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  843  and  note;  Robin- 
737, 16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  193  and  note.  son  v.  McDowell,  133  N.  C.  182,  45 

8.  United  States  v.  Wilder,  13  Wall.  S.  E.  545,  98  A.  S.  R.  704  and  note; 
254,  20  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  681.  Simpson  v.  Tootle,  etc.,  Mercantile  Co., 

9.  Viets  V.  Union  Nat.  Bank,  101  N.  42  Okla.  275,  141  Pac.  448,  L.R.A. 
Y.  563,  5  N.  E.  457,  54  Am.  Rep.  743.  1915B  1221  and  note;  Berry  v.  Okla- 

10.  Churchill  v.  Woodworth,  148  homa  State  Bank,  (Okla.)  151  Pac. 
Cal.  669,  84  Pac.  155, 113  A.  S.  R.  324.  210,  L.R.A.1916A  731;  McCarthy  Bros. 

11.  Moffitt  V.  Car,  48  Neb.  403,  67  Co.  v.  Hanskutt,  29  S.  D.  535,  137  N. 
N.  W.  150,  58  A.  S.  R.  696.  W.  286,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  889;  Union 

12.  Holmquist  v.  Gilbert,  41  Colo.  Stockyards  Nat.  Bank  t.  Moika,  16 
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payment  by  the  debtor  as  will  have  the  effect  of  arresting  the  run- 
ning of  the  statute  but  is  regarded  as  a  payment  in  invitum.'*  This 
conclusion  has  frequently  been  reached  in  cases  of  foreclosure  under 
a  trust  deed  or  mortgage  where  there  has  been  an  application  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  sale  to  the  payment  pro  tanto  of  a  note  secured 
thereby  but  which  has  been  barred  by  ttie  statute.^*  In  this  con- 
nection it  has  been  decided  that  where  in  an  action  on  promissory 
notes  it  is  apparent  from  the  allegations  of  the  petition  that  the  notes 
are  barred,  unless  the  application,  as  a  part  payment  on  the  notes, 
of  the  proceeds  of  a  mortgage  given  as  security  therefor  arrested  the 
running  of  the  statute,  the  question  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  petition 
may  be  raised  by  demurrer.'* 

288.  Payments  on  Judgments. — ^The  same  considerations  control  in 
regard  to  the  effect  of  part  payment  on  a  judgment  as  do  in  respect 
to  acknowledgments  and  new  promises  in  reference  thereto.^*  In 
each  instance  the  decisions  seem  to  turn  upon  the  determination  of 
the  question  whether  a  judgment  is  a  contract.  Thus  in  some  juris- 
dictions, on  the  theory  that  a  judgment  is  a  contract,  it  is  held 
that  a  part  payment  on  a  judgment  has  the  same  effect  to  interrupt 
the  running  of  the  statute  as  it  does  in  the  case  of  other  contractual 
obligations.*'  In  other  jurisdictions  it  is  held  that  a  judgment  is 
not  a  contract  within  the  meaning  of  limitation  statutes  and  that 
an  action  thereon  is  not  ex  contractu.  Decisions,  therefore,  which 
adhere  to  this  doctrine  hold  that  a  part  payment  of  a  judgment  does 
not  remove  the  bar  of  the  statute  or  raise  a  new  promise  such  as 
will  start  it  running  anew.**  In  these  jurisdictions  it  is  held  that 
a  cause  of  action  becomes  merged  in  the  judgment  rendered  in  an 
action  to  recover  thereon,  and  upon  the  entry  of  the  judgment  becomes 
changed  in  form  and  its  original  character  wholly  extinguished.** 

Wyo.  141,  92  Pac.  619,  126  A.  S.  R.  Maika,  16  Wyo.  141,  92  Pac.  619, 125 

1032, 14  Ann.  Cas.  977  and  note.  A.  S.  R.  1032  and  note,  14  Ann.  Cas. 

Note:  134  A.  S.  R.  898.  977  and  note. 

See  infra,  par.  299,  as  to  persons  by  Note :  131  A.  S.  R.  296. 

whom  payment  mav  be  made.  See  infra,  par.  310,  as  to  applieation 

13.  Regan  v.  Wiiliams,  185  Mo.  620,  of  funds  by  trustee. 

84  S.  W.  959,  105  A.  S.  R.  600  and  16.  Union  Stockyards  Nat.  Bank  v. 

note;  Moffitt  v.  Carr,  48  Neb.  403,  67  Maika,  16  Wyo.  141,  92  Pac.  619,  125 

N.  W.  150,  58  A.  S.  E.  696.  A.  S.  R.  1032,  14  Ann.  Cas.  977. 

14.  Holmqnist  v.  Qilbert,  41  Colo.  16.  See  supra,  par.  263,  as  to  the 
113,  92  Pac.  232, 14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  479  subject  of  a  new  promise. 

and  note;  Lovell  v.  Goss,  45  Colo.  304,  17.  Note:  9  Ann.  Cas.  264. 

101  Pac.  72,  132  A.  S.  R.  184,  22  18.  Olaon  v.  Dahl,  99  Minn.  433, 109 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  1110;  Westinghouse  Co.  N.  W.  1001, 116  A.  S.  B.  435  and  note, 

V.  Boyle,  126  Mich.  677,  86  N.  W.  136,  9  Ann.  Cas.  262  and  note,  8  L.TLA. 

86  A.  S.  R.  670;  Regan  t.  Williams,  fN.S.)  444;  McCaakiU  v.  MoKinnon, 

186  Mo.  620,  84  S.  W.  959,  105  A.  S.  121  N.  C.  192,  28  8.  E.  266,  61  A.  8. 

R.  600:  Berry  t.  Oklahoma  State  Bank,  R.  ^59  and  note. 

(Okla.)   151  Pao.  210,  L.R.A.1916A  19.  Olson  v.  Dahl,  99  Minn.  433, 109 

731;  Union  Stockyard  Nat  Bank  v.  N.  W.  1001, 116  A.  S.  B.  436  and  note, 
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Application  of  Payments 

289.  General  Rules  as  to  Application  of  Payments. — As  to  the  right 
of  the  creditor  to  apply  the  payment  to  one  of  several  claims  the 
cases  have  naturally  divided  themselves  into  three  classes.  In  one 
class  occur  those  cases  where  a  creditor  holds  several  distinct  claims, 
none  of  which  are  barred  by  the  statute,  and  the  debtor  makes  a 
payment  without  any  direction  as  to  its  application.  Under  these 
rircumstancee  it  seems  to  be  generally  held  that  the  creditor  may 
apply  it  upon  one  or  distribute  it  among  all  the  claims  and  thus 
interrupt  the  running  of  tiie  statute  according  aa  he  has  applied  it.'" 
Another  class  includes  those  cases  where  a  creditor  holds  several 
claims  against  his  debtor,  part  of  which  are  barred  by  the  statute. 
In  such  cases  the  weight  of  authority  supports  the  doctrine  that  if 
a  payment  is  made  without  specific  application  by  the  debtor,  the 
creditor  may  apply  it  to  any  debt  he  chooses,  but  not  to  those  which 
are  barred  so  as  to  revive  the  obligation.^  Where  t^is  situation 
occurs  it  has  been  said  that  the  presumption  is  that  no  direction 
being  given  by  the  debtor,  he  intended  the  payment  to  be  applied 
as  a  credit  on  subsisting  enforceable  debts  against  him.'  A  third 
class  includes  those  cases  where  the  creditor  holds  several  separate 
claims,  and  the  debtor  makes  a  general  payment  upon  his  indebted- 
ness, without  directing  or  authorizing  the  application  thereof  upon 
any  one  of  the  claims,  all  of  which  are  tiien  barred  by  the  statute. 
In  that  event  the  general  rule  is  the  bar  of  the  statute  is  not  removed 
as  to  any  of  them.*  But  where  a  payment  is  made  with  express 
refer^ce  to  an  account  which  includes  as  part  of  it  statute  barred 
items,  and  such  payment  is  larger  than  the  balance  which,  apart 
from  the  statute  barred  items,  would  have  been  shown  by  the  account, 
^at  payment  is  declared  to  be  an  acknowledgment  that  the  account 

9  Ann.  Cas.  252  and  note,  8  L.B~A.  and  note,  42  L.B.A.(N.S.)  1156  and 
(N.S.)  444.  note;  Blake  v.  Sawyer^  83  U&  129,  21 

20.  Bamnel  t.  Samnel,  161  Ky.  235,  Atl.  834,  23  A.  S.  B.  762  and  note, 
151  8.  W.  676,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  278  12  L.R.A.  712;  Andetson  v.  Nystrom, 
and  note,  42  L.B.A,(N.S.)  1155  and  103  Minn.  168, 114  N.  W.  742, 123  A. 
note;  Blake  v.  Sawyer,  83  Me.  120,  21  S.  R.  320  and  note,  14  Ann.  Cas.  54 
AtL  834,  23  A.  S.  R.  762  and  note,  12  and  note,  13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1141.  But 
Ij£.A.  712  and  note;  Anderson  v.  Ky-  see  Robie  v.  Briggs,  59  Vt  443,  9  Atl. 
Strom,  103  Minn.  168>  114  N.  W.  742,  593,  59  Am.  Rep.  737. 
123  A.  S.  R.  320  and  note,  14  Ann.  Notes:  96  A.  S.  B.  67;  14  L.R.A. 
Cas.  54  and  note,  13  Iiil.A.(N.S.)  208. 

1141  and  note;  Beck  v.  Haas,  111  Mo.     2.  Samnel  v.  Samnel,  151  Ky.  235, 
264,  20  S.  W.  19,  33  A.  S.  R.  516  and  161  S.  W.  676,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  278 
note.   See  also  Patvknt,  aa  to  appU-  and  note,  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1155. 
cation  oi  payments  generally.  S.  Anderson  v.  Nystrom,  103  Minn. 

1.  MeBride  v.  Noble,  40  Colo.  372,  168,  114  N.  W.  742,  123  A.  S.  R.  320 
90  Pac.  1037,  13  Ann.  Cas.  1202  and  and  note,  14  Ann.  Cas.  54  and  note, 
note;  Samuel  v.  Samuel,  161  Ey.'235,  13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1141  and  note. 
161  S.  W.  676,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  278     Note:  96  A.  S.  R.  68. 
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13  pending  and  an  implied  promise  to  pay  the  balance.^  Although 
the  weight  of  authority  supports  the  coneluaions  stated  there  are 
some  decisions  to  the  effect  that  where  a  creditor  has  several  items 
against  his  debtor,  one  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations  and  the 
otiiers  not,  and  a  part  payment  is  made  by  the  debtor  without  any 
express  appropriation  by  him  at  the  time  as  to  the  particular  debt 
to  which  it  is  to  apply,  tiie  creditor  is  at  liberty  to  appropritae  the 
payment  towards  the  satisfaction  of  that  portion  of  the  debt  which 
the  statute  would  bar,  and  thereby  revive  the  unpaid  portion  of  such 
debt* 

290.  Right  to  Apply  Payments. — The  debtor  has  the  excli^ve 
right,  in  making  a  payment,  to  direct  the  particular  debt  he  desires 
it  applied  to,  and  this  direction  the  creditor  must  observe*  But 
if  he  fails  to  exercise  that  right  the  law  allows  the  creditor  in  certain 
cases  to  make  the  appropriation.'  And  it  has  been  held  that  if 
neither  the  debtor  directs  nor  the  creditor  applies  the  payment,  the 
law  will  apply  it  to  the  debt  as  the  principles  of  justice  and  equity 
may  demand.* 

291.  Application  by  Creditor  of  His  Own  Indebtedness. — The  appli- 
cation of  a  creditor  without  the  consent  or  directi<m  of  the  debtor 
of  an  indebtedness  owing  from  himself  to  the  debtor  upon  an  inde- 
pendent transaction  will  not  interrupt  the  running  of  the  statute,* 
or  take  the  demand  out  of  the  statute  after  it  has  become  barred.** 
The  reasons  for  this  rule  are  that  a  part  payment  to  have  such  an 

4.  Cottam  v.  Partridge,  4  M.  &  O.  also  Pathents,  as  to  right  to  apply 
271,  4  Seott  N.  R.  819,  16  Eng.  Rul.  payments  generally. 

Cas.  179  and  note;  Friend  v.  Young,  ^7.  McBride  v.  Noble,  40  Colo.  372, 

(1897)  2  Oh.  421,  66  L.  J.  Ch.  737,  16  90  Pac.  1037,  13  Ann.  Cas.  1202  and 

Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  193  and  note.  note;  Blake  v.  Sawyer,  83  Me.  129,  21 

5.  Sanborn  v.  Cole,  63  Vt.  590,  22  Atl.  834,  23  A.  S.  R.  762  and  note,  12 
All.  716,  14  L.R.A.  208  and  note;  L.R.A.  712  and  note;  Beck  v.  Haas, 
McDowell  V.  McDowell,  75  Vt.  401,  111  Mo.  264,  20  S.  W.  19,  33  A. 
56  Atl.  08,  98  A.  S.  R.  831  atid  S.  R.  516  and  note;  Robie  t.  Briggs, 
note.  59  Vt.  443,  9  AtL  693,  59  Am.  Rep. 

Notes:  96  A.  S.  R.  67;  12  L,R.A.  737. 

712;  13  Ann,  Cas.  1204.  8.  London,  etc.,  Bank  v.  Parrott,  125 

6.  McBride  v.  Noble,  40  Colo.  372,  Cal.  472,  58  Pac.  164,  73  A.  S.  R.  64 
90  Pac.  1037,  13  Ann.  Cas.  1202  and  and  note;  Beck  v.  Haas,  111  Mo.  264, 
note;  Samuel  v.  Samuel,  151  Ky.  235,  20  S.  W.  19,  33  A.  S.  R.  516  and 
151  8.  W.  676,  Ann.  Cas.  1915 A  278  note;  Robie  v.  Brigga,  59  Vt  443,  9 
and  note,  42  L.aA.(K.S.)  1155  and  Atl.  693,  59  Am.  Rep.  737. 

note;  Blake  v.  Sawyer,  83  Me.  129,  9.  Samuel  v.  Samuel,  151  Ky.  235, 

21  Atl.  834,  23  A.  S.  R.  762  and  note,  161  S.  W.  676,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  278 

12  L.R.A.  712  and  note;  Beck  v.  Haas,  and  note,  42  LJEl.A.(N.S.)  1155  and 

m  Mo.  264,  20  S.  W.  19,  33  A.  S.  R.  note. 

516  and  note;  Robie  v.  Briggs,  69  Vt.  Note:  IjJEl.A.1915E  794. 

443,  9  Atl.  693,  59  Am.  Rep.  737.  See  10.  Note:  42  L.HA.<N.S.}  1156. 
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e£Fect  must  be  voluntary,''  and  made  under  such  circumstances  as 
show  an  intentional  acknowledgment  of  the  debt  as  an  existing  liar 
bility.'*  The  debtor,  who  is,  to  the  extent  of  his  demand,  a  cred- 
itor, has  the  right  to  direct  and  control  the  disposition  that  shall  be 
made  of  his  debt,  and  to  apply  or  not  apply  it,  as  he  pleases,  to  the 
payment  of  demands  ^t  he  owes;  and  this  privilege  cannot  be  taken 
out  of  his  hands  by  the  mere  act  of  another  person."  And  in  this 
connection  it  is  held  that  while  a  bank  has  the  right  to  apply  a 
deposit  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary  toward  the  pay- 
ment of  a  matured  indebtedness  of  the  depoeitGr  to  it,  the  mere 
right  of  a  bank  to  do  this  does  not  toll  the  statute;  an  actual  appli- 
cation of  tiie  deposit  is  necessary.'* 

Mode  of  Payment 

292,  Medium  In  General. — It  is  not  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of 
interrupting  the  statute,  that  the  part  payment  should  be  in  actual 
money.  A  payment  in  goods  may  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose.** 
But  where  goods  are  delivered  by  a  debtor  to  his  creditor  who  has 
an  account  against  him,  it  will  not  be  presumed  that  they  were 
delivered  in  payment.  Before  they  can  be  held  to  have  that  effect 
there  must  be  proof  that  they  were  so  intended,  and  that  both  parties 
so  understood  it'*  For  this  purpose  oral  agreements  are  admissible 
and  it  is  competent  to  prove  by  this  means  that  certain  payments 
of  money,  or  that  a  note,  or  the  transfer  of  property  or  goods,  or 
the  settlement  of  accounts,  or  the  assuming  of  certain  obligations  of 
a  pecuniary  character  actually  performed,  are,  as  between  the  par- 
ties, to  be  taken  as  payments  en  account  or  in  reduction  of  a  par- 
ticular note  or  other  debt  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute.  When 
anything  is  received  upon  an  agreement  in  reduction  of  a  debt,  that 
is  a  payment  sufficient  to  take  the  case  out  of  the  operation  of  the 
limitation  act.'^  So  the  giving  of  a  check  for  a  debt  is  an  acknowl- 

U.  Note:   42  L.R.A.(N.S.)    U56.  Mass.  558,  23  Am.  Rep.  397;  Wolford 

See  supra,  par.  387,  to  the  effect  that  v.  Cook,  71  Minn.  77,  73  N.  W.  706,  70 

payment  must  be  voluntary.  A.  S.  R.  315  and  note;  Green  v.  Dis- 

12.  Notes:  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1156;  brow,  79  N.  Y.  1,  35  Am.  Rep.  496; 
L.R.A.1915E  794.  See  supra,  par.  286,  MoCarthy  Bros.  Co.  v.  Hanskutt,  29 
as  to  essentials  of  part  payment.  S.  D.  535,  137  N.  W.  286,  Ann.  Gas. 

13.  Samuel  v.  Samuel,  151  Ky.  235,  1914D  889 ;  Walker  v.  Nussey,  16  M. 
151  S.  W.  676,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  278  &  W.  302,  16  L.  J.  Ex.  120,  21  Eng. 
and  note,  42  IjlB.A.(N.S.)  1166  and  Rul.  Cas.  18  and  note;  Hart  v.  Nash,  2 
note.  C.  M.  &  R.  337,  41  Rev.  Rep.  732,  21 

14.  Desha  Bank,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Quilling,  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  17  and  note. 

118  Ark.  114,  176  S.  W.  132,  L.R,A.      16.  Green  v.  Disbrow,  79  N.  Y.  1,  35 

1915E  794  and  note.  Am.  Rep.  496. 

Note:  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1167.  17.  Blanchard   v.   Btancfaard,  122 

16.  Blanchard  v.   Blanchard,   122  Mass.  6S8,  23  Am.  Rep.  397. 
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edgment  to  toll  the  statute  of  limitations,^*  although  the  check  is 
subsequently  returned  and  the  debt  permitted  to  stand.**  And  the 
giving  of  a  note  in  part  payment  of  a  debt  has  been  held  to  be  a 
sufficient  acknowledgment  to  take  a  case  out  of  the  statute,  which 
begins  to  run  again  from  the  time  when  the  note  was  delivered  to 
tiie  creditor  and  not  from  the  time  when  it  was  paid.***  In  such 
a  case  it  is  said  that  the  delivery  of  a  bill  or  note  as  collateral  secur- 
ity or  as  a  provisional  or  conditional  payment  in  pert  of  a  debt  is 
equally  significant  as  an  acknowledgment  by  the  debtor  of  his  lia- 
bility for  the  whole  demand,  as  would  be  an  absolute  payment  of  a 
like  amount,  and  is  within  the  reason  of  the  rule  which  makes  such 
payment  an  acknowledgment  of  a  liability  from  which  a  new  prom- 
ise to  pay  the  remdue  is  implied.*  And  it  has  been  held  that  the 
giving  of  a  note  f(^  interest  on  a  debt  sufficiently  acknowledges  it 
to  prevent  the  operation  of  the  statute.*  So  where  the  payment 
of  advances  by  a  bonk  to  a  corporation  was  guaranteed  by  some  of 
the  stockholders  and  subsequently  a  note  was  given  by  the  corporation 
in  acknowledgment  of  ita  indebtedness  at  the  time  and  before  the 
statute  had  run  against  the  liability,  in  an  action  thweafter  on  the 
guaranty  it  was  held  that  the  liability  of  the  guarantors,  as  stock- 
holders, was  not  barred,  as  the  giving  of  the  note  prevented  the  bar 
of  ^the  statute  and  preserved  the  liaHlity  until  its  maturity.*  In 
Uiis  connection  it  ia  held  that  where  a  note  is  taken  in  payment  of 
a  precedent  debt,  the  rule  seems  to  be  that  the  remedy  on  such  debt 
is  suspended  until  the  maturity  of  the  note.*  But  in  the  case  of  a 
check,  note,  bill  or  token  in  part  payment  it  seems  to  be  generslly 
held  that  it  starts  at  the  time  of  the  d^very  of  the  writing,*  although 
there  is  authority  for  the  doctrine  that  in  the  case  of  a  note  thus 

18.  Senninger  t.  Rowley,  138  la.  Notes:  15  Ann.  Gas.  332  ;  36  ULA. 
617,  116  N.  W.  696,  18  LJl.A.(N.S.)  (N.S.)  97. 

223  and  note;  Ifarreeo  v.  Bichardson,  1.  Smith  v.  Byan,  06  N.  T.  352,  23 

[1908]  2  K.  B.  584,  77  L.  J.  K.  B.  N.  Am.  Rep.  60. 

S.  859,  99  U  T.  N.  S.  486, 24  Times  L.  2.  Wenman  v.  Mohawk  Ins.  Co.,  13 

Rep.  624,  62  Sol.  J.  616, 15  Ann.  Gw.  Wand.  (N.  Y.)  267,  28  Am.  Dec.  464. 

329  and  note,  1  British  KaL  Gas.  486  S.  London,  et«..  Bank  v.  Parrott,  125 

and  note.  Cat  472,  68  Pao.  164,  73  A.  S.  R. 

Note:  36  LJl.A.(N.S.)  97.  64  and  note. 

19.  Senninger  v.  Bowlev,  188  la.  4.  Hudd  v.  Harper,  1  Md.  110,  64 
617,  116  N.  W.  695,  18  L.B.A.(N^.)  Am.  Dec.  644. 

223  and  note.  6.  SmiU  v.  Ryan,  66  N.  Y.  362,  23 

20.  Medomack  Nat.  Bank  v.  Wy-  Am.  Rep.  60;  Marzwo  v.  Ridiardaon, 
man,  100  Me.  656,  62  AU.  658,  4  Ann.  [1908]  2  E.  B.  684,  77  L.  J.  £.  B.  N. 
Gas.  632  and  note,  4  LJtX(N.S.)  S.  859,  99  L.  T.  N.  S.  486,  24  Times  L. 
562;  Smith  t.  Ryan,  66  N.  Y.  362,  23  Rep.  624,  52  SoL  J.  616, 15  Ann.  Gas. 
Am.  Rep.  60;  McCarthy  Bros.  Co.  v.  329  and  note,  1  British  BnL  Caa.  486 
Hanakntt,  29  S.  D.  535, 137  N.  W.  286,  and  note. 

Ann.  Gas.  1914D  889.  Note:  36  L.B.A.(N.S.)  97. 
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taken  the  statute  begina  to  run  from  the  time  of  the  maturity  of 
the  note.* 

293.  Application  of  Proceeds  of  Collateral  as  Part  Payment — ^In 

many  jurisdictions  the  view  ia  favored,  and  this  seems  to  be  the 
pre\'dling  view,  that  where  a  debtor  deposits  collateral  security  with 
his  creditor,  under  an  agreement  that  the  proceeds  therefrom,  whether 
in  the  form  of  collections  or  negotiable  paper  or  from  a  sale  of  some 
other  form  of  seciu'ity,  shall  be  appHed  on  payment  of  the  indebt- 
edness in  accordance  with  the  agreement,  in  case  the  creditor  acts 
in  good  faith  and  with  reasonable  expedition  when  he  realizes  the^n, 
his  collections  are  to  be  r^arded  as  payments  by  the  principal  debtor 
at  tiie  time  the  money  is  received,  sufBcient  to  interrupt  the  running 
of  Hie  statute  of  limitations.''  In  such  a  case  it  is  said  tiiat  the 
application  of  the  money  derived  from  the  collateral  as  stipulated 
is  just  as  much  a  payment  as  if  the  debtor  had  at  the  time  handed 
the  money  ovot  to  his  creditor  with  a  direction  as  to  its  application  * 
The  principle  on  which  these  decisions  are  foimded  is  that  the  hold» 
of  the  collateral,  under  the  authority  to  collect  or  sell  the  security, 
is  thereby  constituted  the  agent  of  the  debtor  and  his  acts  are  in 
effect  the  acts  of  the  debtor  and  therefore  the  transaction  amounts 
to  a  voluntary  payment.*  So  it  has  been  held  that  the  payment 
of  dividends  upon  the  stock  of  a  corporation  assigned  to  the  payee 
by  the  maker  of  a  note  as  collateral  security,  if  paid  within  the  stat- 
ute of  limitations  after  sudi  assignment,  and  the  application  thereof 
as  payments  upon  the  note,  will  stay  the  running  of  the  statute  of 
limitations.'*  A  similar  conclusion  has  also  been  reached  where  a 
debtOT  gives  his  creditor  an  order  on  a  third  person  for  a  sum  less 
than  the  amount  of  the  debt  with  the  understanding  that  whatever 
is  collected  thereon  should  be  applied  by  the  creditor  in  partial  satis- 
faction of  his  claim.**  And  compliance  by  the  holder  of  a  note  with 
the  maker's  request  that  it  release  certain  collateral,  and  accept  in 
place  thereof  a  certain  sum  in  cash,  which  it  credits  on  the  note, 

6.  Note:  16  Ann.  Cas.  332.  See  8.  Sornberger  v.  Lee,  14  Neb.  193, 
London,  etc.,  Bank  t.  Pairott,  126  Gal.  16  N.  W.  345,  45  Am.  Rep.  106. 

472,  68  Pac.  164,  73  A.  S.  R.  64  and  9.  Sornberger  v.  Lee,  14  Neb.  193, 15 

note.  N.  W.  345,  45  Am.  Rep.  106;  Moffitt  v. 

7.  Buffiogton  V.  Chase,  152  Kaas.  Can,  48  Neb.  403,  67  N.  W.  150,  58 
534, 25  N.  E.  977, 10  L.R.A.  123;  Som-  A.  S.  R.  696;  Boder  v.  McShane,  78 
berger  v.  Lee,  14  Neb.  193,  15  N.  W.  Neb.  86,  110  N.  W.  726,  12  L.RJi.. 
345,  45  Am.  Rep.  106;  Bosler  v.  Ue-  (N.S.)  1032  and  note. 

Shane,  78  Neb.  86,  110  N.  W.  726,  12  Note:  14  Ann.  Cas.  981. 

LJt^.(N.S.)  1032  and  note;  Oxford  10.  Bosler  v.  McShane,  78  Neb.  86, 

First  Nat  Bank  v.  King,  164  N.  C  UO  N.  W.  726,  12  LJl.A.(N.S.)  1032 

303,  SO  S.  £.  261,  49  L.B.A.(N.S.)  and  note. 

392  and  note.  11.  Buffington  v.  Chase,  152  Man. 

Notes:  14  Ann.  Cas.  980;  16  Ann.  534,  25  N.  E.  977,10  L.R.A.  123. 
Cas.  333. 
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has  been  held  to  have  the  effect  of  extending  the  limitation  period 
upon  the  note.  But,  in  this  connection,  it  has  been  decided  that  a 
written  promise  by  the  maker  of  a  note  to  pay  any  deficiency  which 
may  exist,  upon  the  application  of  the  collateral  upon  the  note,  will 
not  cause  the  action  i^pon  the  note  to  survive  the  bar  of  the  statute 
of  limitations,  although  the  statutory  period  has  not  run  since  the 
collateral  was  finally  exhausted." 

294.  Proceeds  of  Collateral  Not  a  Part  Payment. — ^Where  a  debtor 
has  placed  personal  property  in  the  hands  of  his  creditor  as  collat- 
eral security,  the  creditor's  application  thereof,  without  notice  to  the 
debtor  and  without  his  assent,  will  not  constitute  a  payment  warrant- 
ing the  inference  of  a  new  promise.^'  Where,  however,  the  creditor 
sells  collateral  deposited  with  him  as  security  for  the  debt  and  applies 
the  proceeds  of  sale  to  the  credit  of  the  debtor,  there  is  a  diver- 
sity of  opinion  as  to  whether  this  has  the  same  effect  as  a  part  pay- 
ment so  far  as  the  operation  of  the  statute  is  concerned.  In  many 
cases  the  view  is  taken  that  such  an  application  of  the  proceeds  does 
not  constitute  a  part  payment  sufficient  to  interrupt  the  running  of 
the  statute,^*  but  is  rather  to  be  regarded  as  only  an  enforcement  of 
the  original  obligation  and  promise,**  by  the  creditor  in  the  exercise 
of  his  rights.**  Thus  where  the  maker  of  a  note  assigns  to  the  payee 
a  mortgage  as  collateral,  and  instructs  him  to  foreclose  it  and  apply 
the  proceeds  on  the  note,  an  application  of  such  proceeds  to  the 
payment  of  the  note  after  the  des^h  of  the  maker  does  not  stop  the 
running  of  the  statute  of  limitations  on  the  note.*'  And  it  has  been 
held  that  the  failure  of  the  maker  of  a  note  to  protest,  upon  receiving 
notice  that  the  holder  has  exercised  his  contract  riglit  to  sell  collat- 
eral and  apply  the  proceeds  on  ihe  note,  does  not  amount  to  a  rati- 
fication of  the  application,  so  as  to  render  it  a  payment  which  will 
toll  the  running  of  the  statute  of  limitations." 

12.  Brooklyn  Bank  Barnaby,  197  Bank  v.  Bamaby,  197  N.  Y.  210,  90 
N.  Y.  210,  90  N.  E.  834,  27  LXA.  N.  E.  834,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  843  and 
(N.S.)  843  and  note.  notej  Berry  v.  Oklahoma  State  Bank, 

13.  Brown  v.  Latham,  58  N.  H.  30,  (Okla.)  151  Pac.  210,  LJI.A.  1916A 
42  Am.  Rep.  568.  See  supra,  par.  287,  731;  Divine  t.  Miller,  70  S.  C.  225,  49 
as  to  requiremeait  that  payment  must  S.  E.  479,  106  A.  S.  R.  743  and  note, 
be  voluntary.  Note:  14  Ann.  Cas.  980. 

14.  Holmquiat  v.  Gilbert,  41  Colo.  15.  Berry  v.  Oklahoma  State  Bank, 
113,  92  Pae.  232,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  479  (Okla.)  151  Pac.  210,  L.R.A.191GA 
and  note;  Westinghouse  Co.  v.  Boyle,  731. 

126  Mich.  677,  86  N.  \V.  13G,  86  A.  S.  16.  Brooklyn  Bank  v.  Bamaby,  197 
R.  570  and  note;  Wolford  v.  Cook,  71  N.  Y.  210,  90  N.  E.  834,  27  L.R.A. 
Minn.  77,  73  N.  W.  706,  70  A.  S.  R.  (N.S.)  843  and  note. . 
316  and  note;  Moffitt  v.  Carr,  48  Neb.  17.  Divine  v.  Miller,  70  S.  C.  225,  49 
403,  67  N.  W.  150,  68  A.  S.  R.  696  and  S.  E.  479,  106  A.  S.  R.  743  and  note, 
note;  Brown  v.  Latham,  68  N.  H.  30,  18.  Brooklyn  Bank  v.  Bamaby,  197 
42  Am.  Rep.  568;  Smith  v.  Ryan,  66  N.  Y.  210,  90  N.  E.  834,  27  L.R.A. 
K  Y.  352,  23  Am.  Rep.  60;  Brooklyn  (N.S.)  843  and  note. 
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295.  Indorsements  of  Credit. — ^The  general  rule  is  that  where  an 
indorsement  of  payment  is  made  by  the  creditor  at  the  request  and 
with  the  assent  of  the  debtor  it  is.soffioient  evidence  of  payment 
whether  made  before  or  after  the  statute  has  barred  the  demand.'* 
But  it  is  held  that  an  indorsement  on  a  bond  or  note,  made  by  the 
obligee  or  promisee,  without  the  privity  of  the  debtor,  cannot  be 
admitted  as  evidence  of  payment  in  favor  of  the  party  making  such 
indorsement,  unless  it  be  shown  that  it  was  made  at  a  time  when 
its  operation  would  be  against  the  interest  of  the  party  making  it  or 
in  other  words  when  he  had  no  motive  to  give  a  false  credit.**  And 
it  has  been  held  in  some  cases  that  where  there  is  other  evidence 
to  show  that  an  indorsement  was  actually  made  in  tlfo  usual  course 
of  business  at  a  time  before  the  statute  had  become  a  bar  to  an 
action  on  the  note,  so  that  it  was  against  the  interest  of  the  party 
making  it,  the  indorsement  should  go  to  the  jury;  and  that  from 
it,  in  tibe  absence  of  opposing  proof,  the  fact  of  actual  payment  may 
be  inferred.*  In  such  a  case  it  is  said  that  it  is  for  the  jury  to  say 
whether  the  payment  was,  in  fact,  made,  and  they  may  inquire, 
among  other  things,  whether,  on  the  whole,  the  interest  of  the  cred- 
itor might  not  have  been  promoted  rather  than  impaired  by  giving 
effect  to  the  indorsement,  and,  if  so,  reject  it  altogether.'  And, 
although  it  has  been  held  that  an  indorsement  by  a  payee  of  pay- 
ment made  on  a  promissory  note  after  it  is  barred  by  the  statute  of 
limitations  is  evidence  against  the  maker  of  the  fact  of  payment,*  the 
auHioritiee  generally  agree  that  such  an  indorsement,  made  without 
the  authority  or  knowledge  of  the  debtor,  furnishes  no  evidence  what- 
ever that  the  payment  was  made,  for  the  reason  Uiat  it  is  an  ex  parte 
declaration  by  a  party  in  his  own  favor.*  By  the  provisions  of  the 
statute,  in  some  jurisdictions,  an  indoisemfflit  of  a  payment  made 
on  a  promissory  note,  bill  of  exchange  or  other  writing  is  not 
sufficient  proof  to  take  a  case  out  of  the  statute.*  Where  this  is 
true,  as  well  as  in  those  jurisdictions  which  r^use  to  consider  an 
indorsement  as  evidence  of  payment,  the  fact  of  payment  must 
be  proved  by  evidence  aliunde,  and  for  this  purpose  any  .  kind  of 
evidence,  written  or  oral,  whicji  otiierwise  would  be  competent  as 

19.  Seott  T.  Chriatenson,  49  Ore.  223,  2.  Mills  t.  Davis,  113  N.  T.  243,  21 
89  Pae.  376,  124  A.  S.  R.  1041  and  N.  E.  68,  3  L.R.A.  394. 

note.  3.  McDowell  v.  MeDowetl,  76  Tt. 

Note:  Ann.  Cos.  1913A  1225.  401,  56  AtL  98,  08  A.  S.  R  831  and 

20.  Mills  T.  Davis,  113  N.  T.  243,  note. 

21  N.  E.  68,  3  L.B.A.  394.  4.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  1226. 

Note:  Ann.  Gaa.  1913A  1223.  6.  livennore  Falls  Trust,  ete.,  Co. 

See  also  sapra,  par.  289,  as  to  appli-  v.  Riley,  108  Me.  17,  78  AtL  980,  Ann. 
cation  of  payments  generally.  Cas.  1913A  1219  and  note;.Paricer  t. 

1.  Hills  V.  Davis,  113  N.  Y.  243,  21  Bntterworth,  46  N.  J.  L.  244^  50  Aa. 
N.  B.  68,  3  L.B.A.  394.  Rep.  407. 

Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  1224. 
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proof  of  a  matter  of  fact  in  issue  will  be  received.*  In  this  connec- 
tion it  has  also  been  held  that  memoranda  written  by  a  deceased 
person  upon  dates  on  a  calendar  indicating  payment  of  money  to 
his  creditor,  but  not  specifying  the  amounts,  nor  shown  to  have  been 
made  in  the  regular  course  of  business  or  to  have  been  continuous,  are 
not  admissible  as  evidence  that  such  payments  were  made.^  And  it 
has  been  decided  that  an  indorsement,  in  the  handwriting  of  the 
debtor,  but  not  signed  by  him,  of  a  payment  of  part  of  a  promissory 
note,  will  not  prevent  the  operation  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  if 
no  money  or  valuable  consideration  actually  passes  between  the  par- 
ties, even  if  the  parties,  at  the  time  of  the  indorsement,  orally  agree 
that  it  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  payment,  as  payment,  in  the  meaning 
of  the  statute,  must  be  the  actual  payment  of  money  or  its  equivalent.^ 
296.  Payments  of  Interest. — Partial  payments  of  the  principal  and 
payment  of  the  interest  are  said  to  stand  on  the  same  footing  as 
affecting  limitation  of  action.*  And  it  is  a  general  rale  that  the 
payment  of  interest  on  a  debt  is  an  acknowledgment  from  which  a 
promise  to  pay  the  principal  obligation  may  be  implied.^*  In  such 
a  case  it  is  declared  that  the  fact  of  the  existence  of  such  a  pay- 
ment of  interest  as  will  take  a  demand  out  of  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions may  bo  proved  by  parol  the  same  as  it  could  before  an  acknowl- 
edgment or  a  new  promise  was  required  to  be  in  writing.**  So  it 
has  been  held  that  the  payment  of  interest  on  a  note  by  the  prin- 
cipal maker,  before  the  statute  of  limitations  has  run  a^nst  it, 
takes  the  note  out  of  the  operation  of  the  statute  as  to  a  surety 
upon  the  note.^'    The  general  rule  has  also  been  ^^pUed  where 

6.  Parker  v.  Butterworth,  46  N.  J.  N.  T.  243,  21  N.  E.  68,  3  UR-A.  394; 
L.  244, 50  Am.  Bep.  407.  Clute  v.  Clute,  197  N.  Y.  439,  90  N,  B. 

7.  Hay  v.  Peterson,  6  Wyo.  419,  45  988,  134  A.  S.  R.  891  and  note,  27 
Pae.  1073,  34  L.R.A.  581.  L.RA..(N.S.)  146  and  note;  Green  v. 

8.  Blanchard    v.    Blanchard,    1^  Greensboro  Female  CoUm  83  N.  C. 


9.  Meitzler  v.  Todd,  12  Ind.  App.  26  Okla.  398, 109  Pac  234,  Ann.  Caa. 
381,  39  N.  E.  1046,  54  A.  B.  B.  631  1912B  605,  28  L.BA.(N.S.)  519  and 
and  note.  note;  WoonsM^et  Institution  for  Sav. 

10.  Meitzler  v.  Todd,  12  Ind.  App.  v.  Ballon,  16  R.  L  361,  16  AtL  144, 1 
381,  39  N.  E.  1046,  54  A.  S.  R.  531  and  L.B.A.  556;  Hughes  v.  Thomas,  131 
note;  Kleis  v.  McGrath,  127  la.  459,  Wis.  315,  111  N.  W.  474, 11  Ann.  Gas. 
103  k  W.  371,  109  A.  S.  R.  396,  89  673,  U  L.ILA,(N.S.)  744;  Boddam  v. 
L.R.A.  260  and  note;  Skinner  v.  Morley,  26  L.  J.  Ch.  438,  1  DeG.  &  J. 
Moore,  64  Kan.  360,  67  Pac.  827,  91  1,  3  Jur.  N.  S.  449, 16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas. 
A.  S.  R.  244  and  note:  Ellis  v.  Snyder,  273  and  note;  In  re  Laoey,  [1907]  1 
83  Kan.  638,  112  Pac.  594,  32  L.R.A.  Ch.  330,  76  L.  J.  Ch.  316,  96  L.  T.  N. 
(N.S.)  253;  Medomak  Nat.  Bank  v.  S.  306,  2  British  BnL  Caa.  265  and 
Wyman,  100  Me.  556,  62  Atl.  658,  4  note. 

Ann.  Cas.  632  and  note,  4  L.R.A.     11.  Mills  v.  Davis,  113  N.  Y.  243,  21 

(N.S.)  562;  Wenman  v.  Mohawk  Ins.  N.  E.  68,  3  L.RA.  394. 
Co.,  13  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  267,  28  Am.      12.  Green  v.   Greenaboro  Female 

Dee.  464  and  note;  Mills  v.  Davis,  113  College,  83  N.  C.  449,  35  Am.  Bep. 


Mass.  558,  23  Am.  Rep.  397. 
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one  of  the  makers  of  a  joint  and  several  negotiable  promissory  note, 
after  the  same  has  become  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitadons,  gives 
his  note  to  the  payee  of  the  barred  note  in  payment  of  interest  thereon, 
it  being  held  that  such  payment  constitutes  a  new  promise  on  his 
part  to  pay  the  barred  note,  and  revives  it  as  to  himself.  But 
it  has  been  decided  that  the  giving  of  a  note  for  interest  upon  a 
larger  note  already  barred,  which  does  not  mention  or  in  any  way 
refer  to  the  earlier  note,  doee  not  revive  it  under  a  statute  providing 
that  causes  of  action  founded  on  contract  are  revived  by  an  admis- 
sion in  writing,  signed  by  the  party  to  be  charged,  that  the  debt  is 
unpaid,  or  by  a  like  new  promise  to  pay  the  same.** 

297.  Interest  Payments  on  Mortgage  Debt — ^The  general  rule  that 
the  payment  of  interest  on  a  debt  operates  as  an  acknowledgment 
from  which  a  promise  to  pay  the  principal  obligation  may  be  in- 
ferred **  has  been  frequently  applied  to  the  payment  of  interest 
on  a  mortgage  debt  upon  which  a  cause  of  action  has  accrued,'* 
in  which  case  it  has  been  held  that  the  payment  operates  as  a  new 
promise  and  keeps  tJie  lien  of  the  mortgage  alive  for  the  statutory 
period  of  limitation  from  that  time.''  Thus  if  a  husband  and  wife 
execute  a  mortgage  on  their  homestead  to  secure  the  payment  of  a 
note  made  by  him  only,  his  payment  of  interest  periodically,  though 
without  her  knowledge,  has  been  held  to  stop  the  running  of  the 
statute.'*  Similarly  it  is  held  that  a  tenant  in  common,  in  pos- 
session of  mortgaged  real  estate,  owes  the  duty  to  his  cotenant  to 
]>ay  the  interest  rfiaturing  on  a  mortgage  on  the  property,  and  that 
a  payment  by  one  cotenant  of  the  interest  will  prevent  the  running 
of  the  statute  in  favor  of  the  others."  So  a  payment  of  interest  by 
a  tenant  for  life  has  been  held  sufficient  to  keep  the  debt  alive 

579.    See  infra,  par.  308,  as  to  part  Pae.  234,  Add.  Cas.  19126  505,  28 

payments  by  principal.  L.B.A.(N.S.)  519  and  note;  Hughes  v. 

13.  Medomak  Nat.  Bank  v.  Wyman,  Thomas,  131  Wis.  315,  lU  N.  W.  474, 
100  Me.  556,  62  Atl.  658,  4  Ann.  Cas.  11  Ann.  Cas.  673,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
G32andnote,4L.B.A.(N.S.)  562.  See  744;  In  re  Lacey,  [1907]  1  Ch.  330, 
infra,  par.  303,  as  to  part  payment  by  76  L.  J.  Ch.  316,  96  L.  T.  N.  S.  306,  2 
one  of  several  joint  makers  of  a  note.  British  Rul.  Cas.  265  and  note. 

14.  Kleis  v.  McGrath,  127  la.  469,  17.  Clark  v.  Grant,  26  Okla.  398,  109 
103  N.  W.  371,  109  A.  S.  R.  396,  69  Pae.  234,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  505,  28 
L.R.A.  260  and  note.  L.R..A.(N.S.)  519  and  note;  Hughes  v. 

16.  See  supra,  par.  296,  as  to  pay-  Thomas,  131  Wis.  315,  111  N.  W.  474, 

ment  of  interest.  11  Ann.  Cas.  673, 11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  744. 

16.  Kleis  v.  McGrath,  127  la.  459,  18.  Skinner  v.  Moore,  64  Kan.  360, 

103  N.  W.  371,  109  A.  S.  R.  396,  69  67  Pac.  827,  91  A.  S.  R.  244  and  note. 

L.R.A.   260  and  note;   Skinner   v.  19.  Ellis  v.  Synder,  83  Kan.  638, 112 

Moore,  64  Kan.  360,  67  Pac.  827,  91  Pac.  594,  32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  253;  Clut« 

A.  S.  R.  244  and  note;  Clute  v.  Clute,  v.  Clute,  197  N.  Y.  439,  90  N.  E.  988, 

197  N.  T.  439,  90  N.  E.  988,  134  A.  134  A.  S.  B.  891  and  note,  27  UR.A. 

S.  R.  891,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  146  and  (N.S.)  146  and  note, 
note;  Clark  v.  Grant,  26  Okla.  398, 109 
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agaiiiBt  persons  entitled  in  lemainder.**  And  it  has  also  been  decided 
that  the  payment  by  a  devisee  of  mortgaged  property  of  interest 
on  the  debt  secured  keeps  the  mortgage  debt  alive  against  the  testator's 
whole  estate.^ 


298.  Persons  to  Whom  Payment  Hast  Be  Hade. — ^A  part  payment 
should,  as  in  the  case  of  an  acknowledgment  or  new  promise,*  be 
made  either  to  the  creditor  or  to  some  one  authorized  to  act  for 
him  and  the  maJdng  of  such  a  payment  to  a  stranger  is  not  such 
a  one  as  will  satisfy  the  requirements  as  to  sufficiency.'  But  a  prin- 
cipal to  whose  agent  his  debtor  makes  a  part  payment  in  full  dis- 
charge of  his  liability  cannot  repudiate  as  imauthorized  the  act  of 
the  agent  in  receiving  flie  money,  and  apply  the  money  as  a  pay- 
ment on  the  debt,  but  must  accept  the  payment  according  to  the 
intention  of  the  parties,  or  reject  it  entirely.*  Where  by  statute 
payments  to  the  record  owner  of  a  mortgage  are  binding  upon  the 
real  owner,  a  part  payment  to  a  mortgagee  who  has  made  an  unre- 
corded assignment  is  held  to  be  sufticient  to  toll  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions.* And,  upon  the  theory  that  a  surviving  partner  has  a  right 
to  all  the  effects  belonging  to  the  partnership  and  that  the  right  and 
remedy  in  respect  to  all  obligations  to  the  firm  survive  to  him,  it 
has  been  held  competent  to  give  evidence  of  a  promise  to  him  alone, 
after  the  decease  of  his  partner,  in  an  action  upon  a  promise  alleged 
to  have  been  made  to  the  firm.* 

299.  Persons  by  Whom  Payment  Hay  Be  Made. — In  the  case  of  a 
part  payment  by  a  stranger,  or  by  a  person  not  authorized  to  repre- 
sent the  debtor,  it  is  obvious  that  there  is  no  ground  for  assuming 
any  admission  of  an  existing  liability  on  his  part  or  for  inferring 
a  new  promise  by  him  to  pay  the  balance  of  the  debt.'  Therefore, 
inosmuch  as  such  payments,  to  remove  the  bar  of  the  statute,  must 
have  the  effect  of  an  acknowledgment  of  the  debt,  or  a  new  prom- 
ise, they  should  be  made  by  some  person  who  had  the  right  to 
acknowledge  it  or  to  make  the  new  promise,  which  principle  requires 
that  the  payment  nmst  either  be  made  by  the  debtor  himsdf  or 

20.  Roddam  v.  Morley,  1  DcG.  &  4.  Cashmar-King    Supply    Co.  v. 

J.  1,  26  L.  J.  Ch.  438,  3  Jur.  N.  S.  Dowd,  146  N.  C.  191,  59  S.  E.  685,  14 

449, 16  Eds-  Rul.  Cas.  273  and  note.  Ann.  Gas.  211. 

1.  In  re  Lacey,  [1907]  1  Ch.  330,  76  5.  Girard  Trust  Co.  v.  Owen,  83 

L.  J.  Ch.  316,  96  L.  T.  N.  S.  306,  2  Kan.  692,  112  Pac.  619,  33  L.R.A. 


3.  Girard  Trust  Co.  v.  Owen,  83  (Md.)  485,  7  Am.  Dec.  679. 
Kan.  692,  112  Pac.  619,  33  L.R.A.      7.  Murdock  v.  Waterman,  145  N.  Y. 


Perions  to  and  by  Whom  Payment  May  Be  Made 


British  Rul.  Cas.  265  and  note. 
2.  See  supra,  par.  270. 


(N.S.)  262  and  note. 
6.  Barney  v.  Smith,  4  Harr.  &  J. 


(N.S.)  262  and  note. 


55,  39  N.  E.  829,  27  L.R.A.  418.  See 
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by  an  authorised  agent*  And  it  has  been  held  that  a  creditor  can- 
not be  made  tiie  agent  of  the  debtor  to  such  an  extent  as  to  make 
an  act  done  by  him  operate  as  a  new  promise  to  himself.*  So 
neither  an  amount  collected  by  a  creditor  and  credited  on  the  debt- 
or's account  without  any  authority  from  tiie  debtor,  nor  an  item 
disconnected  from  the  account,  can  be  considered  as  creating  a  mutual 
account  ^  as  to  put  the  statute  of  limitations  in  motion  from  the 
last  item."  And  where  payment  sub  modo  of  an  admitted  indebted- 
ness has  in  fact  been  made  by  an  agent  in  such  mannw  that  the 
principal  is  entitled  to  affirm  or  i^udiate  it  upon  learning  the  facts, 
the  statute  of  limitations  does  not  begin  to  run  until  the  facts  are 
known  or  the  payment  disaffirmed.''  In  some  jurisdictions  the  stat- 
utes expressly  require  that  a  part  payment  shall  be  made  hy  the 
party  sought  to  be  charged.** 

300.  English  Doctrine  as  to  Payment  by  Joint  Debtor.— In  .Eng- 
land it  was  held  at  an  early  date  that  a  partial  payment  by  one  joint 
debtor  was  effectual  to  take  the  case  out  of  the  statute  as  to  the  others, 
it  being  declared  by  Lord  Mansfield  that  payment  by  one  is  pay- 
ment for  all,  the  one  acting  virtually  as  agent  for  the  rest**  Tlua 


supra,  par.  273,  as  to  persons  by  whom 
acknowledgment  or  new  promise  may 
be  made. 

8.  Shanks  v.  Louthan,  79  Kan.  363, 
99  Pac.  613,  131  A.  S.  R.  294  and 
note;  Patterson  v.  Collier,  113  Mich. 
12,  71  N.  W.  327,  67  A.  S.  R.  440  and 
note;  Wolford  v.  Cook,  71  Minn.  77, 
73  N.  W.  706,  70  A.  S.  R.  315  and 
note;  R^an  v.  Williams,  185  Mo.  620, 
84  S.  W.  959, 105  A.  S.  R.  600;  Hosier 
V.  McShane,  78  Neb.  86,  IJO  N.  W. 
726,  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1032;  Sntith  v. 
Ryan,  66  N.  Y.  352,  23  Am,  Rep.  60; 
Murdock  v.  Waterman,  145  N.  Y.  55, 
39  N.  E.  829,  27  L.R.A.  418;  Brooklyn 
Bank  v.  Bamaby,  197  N.  Y.  210,  90  N. 
E.  834,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  843  and  note; 
Clute  V.  Clute,  197  N.  Y.  439,  90  N.  E. 
988,  134  A.  S.  R.  891  and  note,  27 
L.B.A.(N.S.)  146;  Berry  v.  Oklahoma 
State  Banki  (Okla.)  161  Pac.  210, 
L.B.A.igi6A  731;  Cottzell  t.  Shep- 
herd, 86  Wis.  649, 57  N.  W.  983,  39  A. 
S.  R.  919  aod  note;  Cowhick  t.  Shin- 
gle, 5  Wyo.  87,  37  Pac.  689,  63  A.  S. 
R.  17  and  note,  25  L.R.A.  608;  Union 
Stockyards  Nat.  Bank  v.  Maida,  16 
Wyo.  141,  92  Pac.  619,  125  A.  8,  R. 
1032,  14  Ann.  Gas.  977  and  note. 

Note:  65  A.  S.  R.  684. 


9.  Wolford  v.  Cook,  71  Minn.  77, 
73  N.  W.  706,  70  A.  S.  R.  315  and 
note. 

10.  Csshraar-King  Sapply  Co.  t. 
Dowd,  146  N.  C.  191,  S9  S.  £.  685, 14 
Ann.  Cas.  211. 

11.  Bonyon  v.  Snell,  116  Ind.  164, 
18  N.  E.  522,  9  A.  S.  R.  839  and  note. 

12.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  1333. 

13.  Bell  V.  Morrison,  1  Pet  351,  7 
V.  S.  (L.  ed.)  174;  Bound  v.  Lathrtip, 
4  Conn.  336,  10  Am.  Dec.  147;  Tate  t. 
Clements,  16  Fla.  339,  26  Am.  Rep. 
709 ;  Kollenbach  v.  Dickinson,  100  111. 
427,  39  Am.  Rep.  47;  Day  v.  Merritt, 
38  N.  J.  L.  32,  20  Am.  R«p.  362;  Par- 
ker V.  Butterworth,  46  N.  J.  L.  244,  60 
Am.  Rep.  407 ;  Miirdock  v.  Waterman, 
145  N.  Y.  55,  39  N.  E.  829,  27  L.R.A. 
418;  Monidfdi  Trust  t.  Kemper,  44 
Mont.  1,  118  Pac.  811,  Ann.  Cas. 
1912D  1326  and  note;  Van  Keuren  t. 
Parmelee,  2  N.  Y.  523, 51  Am.  Dec.  322 ; 
Sheak  v.  Wilbur,  48  Ore.  376,  86  Pac. 
375,  11  Ann.  Cas.  58  and  note;  Cow- 
hick  V.  Shingle,  6  Wyo.  87,  37  Pac 
689,  63  A.  S.  R.  17  and  note;  25  L.BJL 
608. 

Note:  37  L.R.A.(N.S.)  273. 
See  supra,  par.  274,  as  to  aeknoni- 
edgment  by  one  of  several  joint  debt- 


ors. 
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rule  does  not  seem  to  have  been  changed  until  the  statate  of  19  ft 

20  Victoria,  known  as  the  Mercantile  Law  Amendment  Act,  provid- 
ing that  when  there  shall  be  two  or  more  cocontractois  m  codebtozs, 
whether  bound  or  liable  jointly  only  or  jointly  and  sevoraUy,  or 
executors  or  administrators  of  any  contractor,  no  such  cocontractor 
or  codebtor,  executor,  or  administrator,  shall  lose  tiie  benefits  of  the 
statutes  of  limitations  so  as  to  be  chargeable  in  respect  or  by  reason 
only  of  payment  of  principal,  interest,  or  other  money  by  any  other 
or  others  of  such  cocontractora  or  codebton,  executors  or  administrar 
tors.  Under  that  statute  a  payment  by  one  joint  debtor  was  held 
not  to  take  the  debt  out  of  the  statute  as  regards  a  co-obligor,  and  this 
seems  to  be  the  law  in  England  at  the  present  date.^^  In  Upper 
Canada  the  legislature  anticipated  the  English  statute  of  Victoria 
in  an  act  providing  that  no  joint  contractor  should  lose  the  benefit 
of  the  statute  of  limitations  by  reason  of  any  payment  by  a  co- 
obligor." 

301.  Part  Payment  by  One  Joint  Debtor  Binds  Others.— The  Eng- 
lish doctrine  of  agency  on  the  part  of  one  joint  debtor,  by  which  he 
was  permitted  to  bind  a  co-obligor  by  part  payment,**  was  adopted 
in  some  of  the  earlier  cases  in  tJie  United  States  and  is  still  recog- 
nized in  several  jurisdictions,'^  although  in  some  the  rule  has  been 
changed  by  statute,^*  or  repudiated  by  the  courts."  In  accordance 
with  this  view  it  has  frequently  been  held  that  a  part  pajonent  by 
one  jpint  debtor  before  the  bar  of  the  statute  has  attached  will  start 
the  statute  running  anew  as  against  the  co-obligors.'^  In  other  deci- 
sions, howevOT,  a  distinction  is  made  where  the  debt  is  barred  by 
the  statute,  it  being  declared  tiiat  the  principle  on  which  the  cases 

li.  Monidah  Trust  v.  Kemper,  44  417  and  note;  Hunt  v.  Bridgham,  2 

Mont.  1,  118  Pae.  8U,  Ann.  Gas.  Pick.  (Mass.)  581,  13  Am.  Dec.  458; 

1912D  1326  and  note.  Whitaker  v.  Rice,  9  Minn.  13,  86  Am. 

16.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  1329.  Dec.  78  and  note;  HcClnrg  v.  Howard, 

16.  See  snpra,  par.  274,  as  to  ac-  45  Mo.  365,  100  Am.  Dec.  378  and 
knowledgments  by  a  joint  debtor.  note;  Maddox  v,  Duncan,  143  Mo.  613, 

17.  Monidah  Trust  v.  Kemper,  44  45  S.  W.  688,  65  A.  S.  R.  678  and 
Mont.  1,  118  Pae.  811,  Ann.  Cas.  note;  41  L.R. A.  581;  Clinton  County- v. 
1912D  1326  and  note;  Murdoek  v.  Smith,  238  Mo.  118, 141  S.  W.  1091,  37 
Waterman,  145  N.  Y,  65,  39  N.  E.  L.R.A.(N.8.)  272  and  note;  Day  v. 
829,  27  L.R.A.  418.  Merritt,  38  N.  J.  U  32,  20  Am.  Rep.' 

Note:  37  L.R.A.{N.S.)  273.  362;  Green  v.  Greensboro  Female  Col- 

18.  Monidah  Trust  v.  Kaaper,  44  lege,  83  N.  C.  449,  35  Am.  Rep.  579; 
Mont.  1,  118  Pac.  811,  Ann.  Cas.  Campbell  v.  Brown,  86  N.  C.  376,  41 
1912D  1326  and  note.  Am.  Rep.  464;  Scott  v.  Christenson,  49 

19.  Murdoek  v.  Waterman,  145  N.  Ore.  223,  89  Pac.  376,  124  A.  S.  R. 
T.  65,  39  N.  E.  829,  27  UR.A.  418.  1041  and  note;  Woonsocket  Inst,  for 
See  infra,  par.  302.  Sav.  v.  Ballou,  16  R.  I.  351,  16  At). 

20.  Cox  V.  Bailey,  9  Ga.  467,  54  Am.  144,  1  L.R.A.  555;  Walters  v.  Kraft, 
Dec.  358  and  note;  Schindel  v.  Gates,  23  S.  C.  578,  55  Am.  Rep.  44  and  note. 
46  Md.  604,  24  Am.  Rep.  526;  Burgoon  Notes:  53  A.  S.  R.  276;  Ann.  Cas. 
V.  Bizler,  55  Md.  38^  39  Am.  Rep.  1912D  1329. 
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rest,  which  recognize  a  part  payment  by  one  joint  debtor  as  binding 
the  rest,  is  that  of  the  i^ency  of  joint  debtors  for  each  other,  inf^red 
from  the  unl^  of  their  interest,  which  makes  the  act  of  payment 
by  the  one  the  act  of  all — an  agency  which  arising  out  of  the  joint 
indebtedness  subsists  only  so  long  as  the  joint  indebtedness  contin- 
ues, and  ceases  as  soon  as  the  joint  liability  being  determined,  the 
parties  become  as  strangers  to  each  other.^  Of  course  if  a  part  pay- 
ment by  one  is  authorized  by  the  others  then  the  case  may  be  taken 
out  of  the  statute  as  to  theta.* 

302.  Joint  Debtors  Not  Bound  by  Payment  by  One. — The  doctrine 
that  one  joint  debtor  may  bind  his  co-obligors  by  a  part  payment  * 
has  been  repudiated  in  many  jurisdictions,  atiier  by  legislative  act 
or  by  the  courts,  it  being  held  in  many  cases  that  such  a  payment 
will  not  affect  the  running  of  the  statute  even  though  it  is  made 
before  the  bar  has  attached.*  These  cases,  and  they  seem  to  con- 
stitute the  weight  of  authority,  are  founded  on  the  theory  that  while 
a  payment  by  one  does  inure  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole,  this  arises 
not  so  much  from  any  virtual  agency  for  the  whole  as  by  operation 
of  law;  for  the  payment  extinguishes  the  debt.  If  such  payment 
were  made  after  a  positive  refusal  or  prohibition  of  the  other  joint 
debtors,  it  would  still  operate  as  an  extinguishment  of  the  debt,  and 
the  creditor  could  no  longer  sue  them.  Furthermore,  it  is  said  that 
he  who  pays  a  joint  debt  pays  to  discharge  himself;  and  so  far  from 
binding  the  others  conclusively  by  his  act,  as  virtually  theirs  also, 
he  cannot  recover  over  against  them,  in  contribution,  without  such 
payment  has  been  rightfully  made,  and  ought  to  charge  them.* 

1.  Oleaon  v.  Wilson,  20  Mont.  544,  50  N.  E.  867,  65  A.  S.  R.  387,  41 

52  Pac.  372,  63  A.  S.  E.  639  and  L.R.A.  612;  Mcitzler  v.  Todd,  12  Ind. 

note;  Mayberry  v.  Willoughby,  5  Neb.  App.  381,  39  N.  E.  1046,  54  A.  S.  R. 

368,  25  Am.  Rep.  491;  Parker  v.  But-  531  and  note;  Willoughbv  v.  Irish,  35 

Terworth,  46  N.  J.  L.  244.  50  Am.  Rep.  Minn.  63,  27  N.  W.  379.  59  Am.  Rep. 

407;  Coleman  V.  Fobee,  22  Pa.  St.  156,  297;  Monidah  Trust  v.  Kemper,  44 

60  Am.  Dee.  75;  Walters  v.  Kraft,  23  Mont.  1,  118  Pae.  811,  Ann.  Cas. 

S.  C.  578,  65  Am.  Rep.  44  and  note;  1912D  1326  and  note;  Van  Keuren  v. 

Damon  v.  Leque,  17  Wash.  573, 50  Pac.  Parmelee,  2  N.  Y.  523,  51  Am.  Dec. 

485,  61  A.  S.  R.  927  and  note.  322;  Shoemaker  v.  Benedict,  11  N.  T. 

,   Notes:  65  A.  S.  R.  685;  95  A.  S.  R.  176,  62  Am.  Dec.  95  and  note;  Mnr- 


4.  Knight  v.  Clements,  45  Ala.  89,  6  Ann.  Cas.  58  and  note;  Bush  v.  Stow- 

Am.  Rep.  693;  MUler  v.  Miller,  Mac-  ell,  71  Pa.  St.  208,  10  Am.  Rep.  694; 

Arthur  &  M.  (D.  C.)  109,  48  Am.  Walters  v.  Kraft,  23  S.  C.  578,  55  Am. 

R«p.  738;  Tate  t.  Clements,  16  Fla.  Rep.  44  and  note;  Cowhick  v.  Shii^le, 

339,  26  Am.  Rep.  709;  KaUenbach  v.  5  Wyo.  87,  37  Pac.  689.  63  A.  S.  JL  17 

Dickinson,  100  111.  427,  39  Am.  Rep.  and  note,  25  L.R.A.  608. 

47;   Boynton   v.   Spafford,   162   lU.  Notes:  10  Am.  Dec.  697  ;  65  A.  S.  B. 

113.  44  N.  E.  379,  53  A.  S.  B.  274  and  685,  692  ;  37  L.R.A.(N.S.)  273- 

note;  Mozingo  v.  Ross,  150  Ind.  688.  5.  Bell  t.  Morrison,  1  Pet.  351,  7  IT. 


dock  V.  Waterman,  145  N.  Y.  55,  39 
N.  E.  829,  27  L.R.A.  418;  Sheak  v. 
Wilbur,  48  Ore.  37G,  86  Pae.  375,  11 


3.  See  supra,  par.  301. 
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There  is,  therefore,  do  reason  why  a  payment  by  one  of  several 
joint  contractors,  which  inures  to  the  benefit  of  fdl,  should  carry 
with  it  the  idea  that  the  one  who  makes  the  payment  has  the  author- 
ity to  make  a  new  contract  for  all.  An  agency  to  pay,  implied  from 
the  common  obligation,  does  not  necessarily,  or  even  naturally,  involve 
the  idea  of  an  agency  to  make  a  new  promise  whereby  the  common 
obligation  is  continued  for  a  longer  period  than  that  fixed  by  the 
original  contract,  in  which  all  the  parties  joined.  For  that  would 
practically  amount  to  an  alteration  of  the  original  contract  by  extend- 
ing its  legal  effect  beyond  the  time  when  its  legal  obligation  would 
cease*  In  this  connection  it  has  been  decided  that  a  husband  and 
wife  may  be  joint  debtors  in  some  cases  but  that  a  payment  by 
a  wife  upon  her  husband's  note  will  not  extend  the  bar  of  the  stat- 
ute as  to  him  when  he  has  not  authorized  her  so  to  act.'  In  some 
jurisdictions  in  the  United  States  statutes  have  been  enacted  provid- 
ing in  effect  that  one  joint  debtor  shall  not  lose  the  benefit  of  the 
statute  of  limitations  by  reason  of  a  part  payment  by  a  co-obligor, 
and  under  such  statutes  a  part  payment  by  a  joint  debtor  will  not 
take  the  debt  out  of  the  statute  as  regards  his  co-obligors.* 

303.  Payment  by  Comaker  of  Joint  and  Several  Note. — One  of  the 
frequent  instances  in  which  the  question  of  the  effect  upon  other 
joint  obligors  of  a  part  payment  by  one  of  them  arises  is  that  of 
the  payment  by  one  of  several  makers  of  a  joint  and  several  note. 
There  the  early  rule,  founded  on  the  principle  of  agency,*  has  been 
followed  in  many  cases,  it  being  held  that  payment  by  one  joint 
maker,  before  the  statute  has  run  against  the  demand,  will  start 
the  statute  running  anew  as  to  the  others,^**  while  in  other  cases 
it  has  been  held  sufficient  to  prevent  the  bar  of  the  statute  without 
regard  to  whether  the  right  of  action  has  been  barred  or  not." 
So  it  has  been  held  that  payment  of  interest  and  admissions  by  a 
joint  maker  of  a  promissory  note,  before  the  statute  of  limitations 
has  run  against      will  prevent  the  running  of  tiie  statute  as  to 

S.  (L.  ed.)  174;  Tate  v.  Clements,  16  10.  Buigoon  v.  Bixler,  55  Md.  384, 
Fla.  339,  26  Am.  Rep.  709.  39  Am.  Rep.  417  and  note ;  Vernon 

6.  Miller  v.  Miller,  McArtbur  &  M.  County  v.  Stewart,  64  Mo.  408,  27  Am. 
(D.  C.)  109,  48  Am.  Rep.  738;  Will-  Rep.  250;  Maddoi  v.  Duncan,  143  Mo. 
oughby  V.  Irish,  35  Minn.  63,  27  N.  W.  613,  45  S.  W.  688,  65  A  S.  R.  678  and 
379,  59  Am.  Rep.  297;  Monidah  Trust  note,  41  L.RA.  581;  Day  v.  Merritt, 
v.  Kemper,  44  Mont.  1,  118  Pac.  811,  38  N.  J.  L.  32,  20  Am.  Rep.  362; 
Ann.  Cas.  1912D  1326  and  note;  Van  Green  v.  Qreensboro  Female  College, 
Keuren  v.  Parmelee,  2  N.  Y.  523,  51  83  N.  C.  449,  35  Am.  Rep.  579;  Scott 
Am.  Dec.  322;  Walters  v.  Kraft,  23  S.  v.  Christenson,  49  Ore.  223,  89  Pac. 
C.  578,  55  Am.  Rep.  44  and  note.         376,  124  A.  S.  R.  1041  and  note; 

7.  Note:  65  A.  S.  R.  691.  Woonsocket  Inst,  for  Sav.  v.  BaUou,  16 

8.  Notes:  65  A.  S.  R.  689;  Ann.  R.  I.  351,  16  Atl.  144, 1  L.R.A  655. 
Cas.  1912D  1332.  11.  Schindel  v.  aates,  46  If d.  604, 

0.  See  sapra,  par.  301.  24  Am.  Rep.  526. 
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all  the  maJcers.^*  And  it  has  also  been  held  that  testimony  by  the 
holder,  in  an  action  against  the  joint  makers  of  a  note,  that  on  a 

certain  day  when  the  note  was  not  barred  by  limitation  a  part  pay- 
ment thereon  was  made  to  him  by  one  of  them  is  competent,  though 
he  is  unable  to  identify  the  one  who  made  the  payment.*'  In 
other  jurisdictions,  however,  the  contrary  view  is  held,  it  being  de- 
clared that  such  a  payment  does  not  affect  the  other  makers,  when 
made  without  their  assent  or  ratificatdon,**  and  is  only  regarded  as 
extending  the  statutory  period  so  far  as  the  one  making  the  pay- 
ment is  concerned.**  In  this  connection,  it  is  also  said  that  ihe 
petition  of  an  indorser  is  so  at  variance  with  that  of  surety  or 
co-obligor  that  adjudications  to  the  effect  that  payment  made  on  a 
note  by  one  joint  maker  or  co-obligor  within  the  statutory  period 
takes  it  out  of  the  statute  as  to  the  other  makers  or  co-obligors 
have  no  bearing  as  to  payments  by  the  maker  of  a  note.  Thus  it 
has  been  held  that  part  payment  of  a  promissory  note  by  a  maker 
cannot  prevent  tiie  statute  of  limitations  from  running  in  favor 
of  the  indorser,  though  by  the  statutes  of  the  state  the  maker  and 
indorser  may  be  sued  jointly.**  Again,  where  one  of  two  joint  makers 
of  a  promissory  note  makes  a  payment  thereon  shortly  after  the  note 
becomes  due,  merely  as  the  agent  of  the  other,  and  with  his  money, 
and  at  the  same  time  states  to  the  holder  that  the  money  so  paid 
belongs  to  his  co-obligor,  for  whom  and  at  whose  request  he  is 
paying  it,  such  payment  is  held  not  to  affect  the  operation  of  the 
statute  of  limitations  as  to  himself;  it  being  that  of  the  one  for  whom 
he  is  acting  as  an  agent.*^ 

304.  Payment  by  One  of  Several  Partners. — Much  the  same  situa- 
tion necessarily  exists  in  respect  to  piu-t  payment  of  a  partner  as 
in  the  case  of  payment  generally  by  a  joint  obligor.  Thus  it  has 
been  held  in  several  cases  that  a  firm,  even  after  dissolution,  are 
still  partners  as  to  those  with  whom  they  have  previously  dealt  as 
partners,  and  who  have  no  notice  or  knowledge  of  the  dissolution, 
and  may  bind  each  otiier  in  matters  within  ^e  scope  of  the  partner- 

li.  Bnigoon  v.  Bizlar,  65  Md.  384,  S.  R.  639  and  note;  Shoemaker  v.  Ben- 

39  Am.  Bep.  417  and  note.  edict,  11  N.  T.  176,  62  Am.  Dec.  95 

13.  Scott  V.  Cfaristenson,  49  Or«.  and  note;  Uttlefield  v.  Littlefleld.  91 
223,  89  Pac.  376,  124  A.  S.  B.  1041  N.  7.  203,  43  Am.  Bep.  663;  Cowhick 
and  note.  v.  Shingle,  5  Wyo.  87,  37  Pac.  689,  63 

14.  Smier  ▼.  Miller,  HacArthnr  A  A.  S.  B.  17  and  note,  25  L.B.A.  608. 
If.  (D.  C.)  109,  48  Am.  Bep.  738;  IS.  Oleson  v.  Wilson,  20  Mont  544, 
Boynton  v.  Spafford,  162  lit  113,  44  52  Pac.  372,  63  A.  S.  B.  639  and  note. 
N.  E.  379,  63  A.  S.  R.  274  and  note;  16.  Maddoz  v.  Duncan,  143  Mo.  613, 
Sohindel  v.  Gates,  46  Md.  604,  24  Am.  46  S.  W.  688,  66  A.  S.  R.  678  and 
Bep.  626;  Maddox  v.  Duncan,  143  Mo.  note,  41  LB.A.  68L 

613,  46  S.  W.  688,  65  A.  S.  B.  678  and  17.  Ehnore  v.  Fanning,  86  Kan.  601, 
note,  41  LJI.A.  681;  Oleson  v.  Wil-  117  Pae.  1019,  38  L.B.A.(N.S.)  686 
son,  20  Mont.  544,  52  Pae.  372,  63  A.  and  note. 
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ship  busmesB  and  that  therefore  a  partial  payment  of  a  partaenhip 
debt,  made  thereafter  by  one  of  the  firm  mil  prevent  the  bar  of  the 

statute  as  to  the  other  partuerSf  in  favor  of  a  creditor  who  baa  had 
dealings  with  the  firm  and  no  notice  of  its  dissolution.^'  Accord- 
ing to  another  line  of  reasoning  the  agency  in  question  arises,  not 
ont  of  the  incidents  of  the  copartner^p,  but  from  the  relations 
created  by  the  joint  indebtedness  and  though  partners  have  ceased 
to  be  sudi  by  Uie  act  of  dissolution,  and  can  no  longer  bind  each 
other  in  that  capacity,  they  are  still  joint  debtors,  and,  from  that 
connection,  they  are  the  agents  of  each  other  in  making  payments, 
and  renewing  ^e  promise  to  pay,  so  as  to  avoid  the  effect  of  the 
statute."  So  it  has  been  held  that  part  payment  of  a  firm  note  by 
one  of  the  partners,  before  the  statute  of  limitations  has  attached, 
though  after  dissolution  of  the  firm,  of  which  the  payee  has  no 
notice,  forms  a  new  point  from  which  the  statute  be^na  to  run  as 
to  all  tiie  partners.***  And  it  has  been  decided  that  payment  of 
interest  on  a  note  drawn  by  a  firm,  by  one  of  the  members,  after 
the  dissolution  of  the  firm,  but  within  the  statutory  period  after 
the  maturity  of  such  note,  will  renew  it,  as  against  the  statute.* 
A.^ain,  in  other  cases  it  is  held  that  a  partnership,  though  dissolved 
for  futiure  (derations,  remains  in  force  for  closing  the  concern;  and 
tiiat  the  liquidating  partner  retains  his  former  power  to  bind  the 
finn  in  tilings  within  the  scope  of  the  bunness  committed  to  him 
and  that  a  part  payment  by  him  will  operate  as  evidence  of  a  new 
promise  binding  on  the  other  partners.*  On  the  other  hand,  it  has 
been  held  that  where,  after  dissolution  of  a  partnership,  one  of  the 
late  partners,  without  the  knowledge  or  authority  of  the  other,  makes 
payments  upon  a  debt  against  which  the  statute  of  limitations  has 
run,  such  payments  do  not  revive  the  debt  as  against  his  late  copart- 
n^.'  Under  the  Civil  Code  of  Louisiana,  a  widow,  even  where  she 
has  aeeepted  the  succession  of  her  husband  without  benefit  of  inven- 
tory, is  not  Hable  in  solido  with<the  surviving  partners  for  the  pay- 
ment of  a  note  made  by  the  firm  of  which  her  husband  was  a  member ; 
and  payments  made  on  the  note  by  the  surviving  partners  cannot 
be  given  in  evidence  to  show  interruption  of  prescription  running 
in  her  favor.* 

18.  DftTuon  T.  Sherburne,  57  Minn.  35  N.  W.  17,  2  A.  S.  B.  760  and  note. 
365,  59  N.  W.  316,  47  A.  S.  R.  618  1.  Day  v.  Merritt,  38  N.  J.  L.  32,  20 
and  note;  Mix  v.  Shattnck,  50  Tt.  421,  Am.  Rep.  362. 

28  Am.  Rep.  611  and  note;  Clement  v.     2.  Honser  t.  Irvine,  3  Watts  &  S. 
Clement,  69  Wis.  599,  35  N.  W.  17,  2  (Pa.)  345,  38  Am.  Dec  768  and  note. 
A.  S.  R.  760  and  note.  See  supra,  par.     3.  Miyberry  v.  Willonghby,  5  Neb. 
275,  276,  as  to  acknowledgment  or  new  368,  25  Am.  Rep.  401. 


19.  Day  v.  Merritt,  38  N.  J.  U  32,  S.  264,  6  S,  Ct.  40,  29  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
I  Am.  Rep.  362.  377. 
80.  Clement  v.  Clement,  69  Wis.  699, 
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305.  Effect  of  Payments  by  Executors  or  Administrators. — While 
it  has  been  held  that  a  partial  payment  or  acknowledgment  by  an 
executor  or  administrator  of  one  of  the  joint  makers  of  a  note,  made 
before  the  statute  has  fully  run,  is  not  binding  upon  his  surviving 
promisors/  yet,  in  other  cases,  it  has  been  decided  that  part  pay- 
ment by  the  administrator  of  one  of  the  obligors  before  the  statute 
of  limitations  has  run  against  it  will  prevent  the  running  of  the  stat- 
ute as  to  the  other  obligors.*  Thus  it  has  been  so  decided  in  the 
case  of  a  part  payment  upon  a  bond  by  an  administrator  of  one 
of  the  obligors.'  And  while  partial  payment  by  one  of  two  joint 
administrators  or  executors  ordinarily  has  the  same  effect  as  pay- 
ment by  all,  it  is  said  that  it  is  not  settled  that  such  payment  has 
this  effect  if  made  against  the  objection  of  the  coexecutor,  if  the 
indebtedness  was  entered  into  in  the  lifetime  of  the  decedent.*  And 
there  is  said  to  be  a  distinction  between  the  right'  of  an  executor 
to  revive  an  indebtedness  against  his  testator's  estate  and  his  right 
to  acknowledge  and  keep  in  force  a  subsisting  obligation  by  making 
payments  on  the  principal  debt  or  by  way  of  keeping  down  the  inter- 
est, since  in  the  one  case  he  creates  an  indebtedness,  while  in  the 
other  he  performs  a  moral  obligation  and  executes  a  duty  recog- 
nized by  law,*  ■  So  it  has  been  held  that  an  administrator  cannot 
by  part  payment  revive  a  debt  after  it  has  become  barred  by  the 
statute.'*  And  it  has  also  been  held  that  an  executor  de  son  tort 
cannot  by  a  part  paymfflit  waive 'the  statute  as  against  the  lawful 
personal  representative.**  Again,  it  has  been  decided  that  the  joint 
makers  of  a  promissory  note  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations  will 
not  be  deprived  of  their  defense  of  that  bar  by  an  allowance  in  a 
probate  court  of  a  demand  against  the  estate  of  a  deceased  joint 
maker,  and  payments  made  thereon  by  the  administrator  of  such 
deceased  maker.** 

306.  Payments  by  Grantor  or  Hortgagor. — It  is  a  general  rule  that 
a  part  payment  of  the  debt  by  a*  mortgagor,  before  a  conveyance 
by  him  of  the  property,  or  before  the  attachment  of  a  lien,  will 
have  the  effect  of  tolUng  l^e  statute  of  limitations  not  only  as  against 
himself,  but  also  as  against  his  grantee,  or  other  person  holding 

5.  Note:  L.RA.1915B  1049.  See  bq-  86  N.  E.  937,  128  A.  S.  B.  452  and 
pra,  par.  279,  280,  as  to  acknovledg-  note. 

ment  or  new  promise  by  an  executor  or     9.  Holly  v.  Gibbons,  176  N.  Y.  520, 


6.  Haskell  T.  Manson,  200  Mass.  599,  10.  Haskell  v.  Manson,  200  Mass. 
86  N.  E.  937,  128  A.  S.  R.  452;  Yer-  699,  86  N.  E.  937,  128  A.  S.  R.  462 
non  County  v.  Stewart,  64  Mo.  ^8,  27  and  note. 


7.  Vernon  County  v.  Stewart,  64  Mo.  12.  Smith  v.  Irwin,  37  Mo.  169,  90 
)8.  27  Am.  Rep.  250.  Am.  Dec.  375  and  not& 

8.  Haskell  v.  Manson,  200  Mass.  599,     Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  18. 


administrator. 


68  N.  E.  889,  98  A.  S.  R.  694  and  note. 


Am.  Rep.  250. 

Note:  L.R.A.1915B  1048. 


Note:  Ann.  Caa.  igi2A  19. 
11.  Note:  L.R.A.1915B  1040. 
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an  interest  in  the  property  through  him,  whether  such  part  pay- 
ment or  new  promise  is  made  before  or  after  ihe  debt  ia  barred.'* 
So  it  has  been  held  that  a  mortgage  on  a  homestead,  given  to  secure 
a  note  executed  by  a  husband  and  wife,  may,  after  the  husband's 
death,  and  after  the  expiration  of  a  period  of  time  equal  to  the  stat- 
ute of  limitations,  be  enforced  against  the  entire  homestead,  and 
against  the  interests  of  the  widow  and  minor  children,  where  the 
debt  has  been  kept  alive  by  payments  made  by  the  wife.'^  And 
a  payment  upon  a  note  secured  by  mortgage,  if  sufficient  to  take 
the  note  out  of  the  operation  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  will  have 
a  like  effect  upon  the  mortgage,  and,  so  long  as  any  part  of  the 
debt  remains  unpaid,  and  not  barred,  the  lien  of  the  mortga^  con- 
tinues unimpaired.^*  Where,  however,  a  part  payment  is  made 
by  the  mortgagor  after  he  has  traiwferred  the  property,  it  is  held 
that  it  will  not  have  the  effect  of  reviving  the  mortgage  as  against 
the  grantee  who  has  assumed  no  obligation  to  discharge  the  debt." 
So  it  has  been  held  that  payments  on  purchase  money  notes  secured 
by  a  vendor's  lien,  made  after  the  debtor  has  made  a  deed  or  mort- 
gage of  the  land,  will  not,  as  against  the  grantee  or  mortgagee, 
extend  the  lien  beyond  the  time  for  which  it  would  otherwise  con- 
tinue, although  they  extend  the  statutory  bar  with  respect  to  the 
notes,  and  the  lien,  as  against  the  debtor  himself,  being  only  an 
incident  of  the  debt,  continues  as  long  as  the  debt  is  not  barred.'^ 
A  similar  conclusion  has  also  been  reached  in  the  case  of  payment 
by  heirs  of  the  mortgagor  who  transferred  a  part  of  the  premises 
during  his  lifetime  to  one  under  no  obligation  to  pay  any  portion 
of  the  mortgage  debt.^"  But  it  has  been  decided  that  a  mortage  is 
embraced  by  a  statute  providing  that  whenever  any  payment  shall 
be  made  upon  any  existing  contract,  or  other  evidence  of  indebted- 
ness, the  limitation  shall  commence  from  the  time  it  is  made.  And 
under  such  a  statute  it  has  been  further  held  that  the  running  of 
the  statute  of  limitations  upon  a  mortgage  debt  will  be  arrested  by 

13.  Hughes  T.  Edwards,  9  Wheat.  234,  Add.  Caa.  1912B  505  and  note,  28 
489,  6  U.  S.  (L,  ed.)  142;  Cook  v.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  519;  Hughes  v.  Thomas, 
Union  Trust  Co.,  106  Ky.  803,  51  S.  131  Wis.  315,  111  N.  W.  474,  11  Ann. 
W.  600,  46  LJB.A.  212;  Heyer  v.  Cas.  673,  U  L.R.A.(N.S.)  744. 
Pruyn,  7  Paige  (N.  T.)  465,  34  Am.  16.  Cook  v.  Union  Trust  Co.,  106 
Dec.  355.  Kv.  803,  51  S.  W.  600,  45  L.R.A.  212; 

Note:  28  L.R.A.(N.S.)  169,  Murdook  v.  Waterman,  145  N.  Y.  55, 

See  infra,  par.  277,  as  to  acknowl-  39  N.  E.  829,  27  L.R.A.  418;  Cottrell 

edgment  or  new  promise  by  grantor  or  v.  Shepherd,  86  Wis.  649,  57  N.  W. 

mortgagor.  983,  39  A.  S.  R.  919. 

14.  Perry  v.  Horack,  63  Kan.  88,     Note:  28  L.R.A.(N.S.)  170. 

64  Pae.  990,  88  A.  S.  R.  226  and  note.     17.  Cook  v.  Umon  Trust  Co.,  106 
16.  Murdock  v.  Waterman,  145  N.  Ky.  803,  51  S.  W.  600,  45  L.R.A.  212. 
T.  56,  39  N.  E.  829,  27  L.R.A.  418;      18.  Murdock  v.  Waterman,  145  N. 
Clark  T.  Grant,  26  Okla.  398,  109  Pac.  Y.  56,  39  N.  £.  829,  27  L.R.A.  418. 

943 


Digitized  by 


Goo 


«  307 


UMITATIOM  OF  ACTIONS 


17  a  a  L 


a  payment  by  the  mortgagor  before  the  action  is  barred,  although 
he  has  transferred  the  prc^erty  to  a  stranger.^*  In  this  connection 
it  has  also  been  decided  that  the  effect  of  payments  upon  a  mort- 
gage debt  must  be  detomined  by  the  statute  in  force  at  the  time 
they  were  made,  with  reference  to  tiie  tolling  of  the  statute  of  Umitar 
tions,  although  the  mortgage  was  executed  prior  to  such  time." 

307.  Payments  by  Grantee  or  Mortgagee. — Where  the  grantee  of 
mortgaged  premises  assumes  and  agrees  to  pay  the  mortgage,  a  part 
payment  thereon  by  him  will  interrupt  the  running  of  the  statute 
against  his  liability  to  the  mortgagee.  These  cases  proceed  on  the 
theory  that  the  grantee  by  asuming  the  mort^ige  debt  thereupon 
becomes  personally  liable,  as  a  principal  debtor,  to  the  mortgagee, 
that  he  has  a  legal  right  to  pay  the  debt  and  remove  the  Uen,  and 
therefore  payments  by  him  operate  to  prevent  the  running  of  the 
statute  in  his  favor.^  So  it  has  been  held  that  part  payment  of  a 
debt  resecured  by  mortgage  made  by  a  grantee  of  the  mortgagor 
revives  the  debt  so  as  to  toil  the  statute  of  limitations  in  an  action 
to  foreclose  the  mortgage.'  The  authorities,  however,  are  in  conflict 
as  to  how  the  same  act  on  the  part  of  the  grantee  who  has  assumed 
sudi  a  liability  will  affect  the  running  of  the  statute  against  the 
grantor.  In  some  jurisdictions  the  view  is  taken  that  it  will  inter- 
rupt the  running  of  the  statute  as  to  him,*  while  in  others  the 
contrary,  and  what  seems  to  be  the  prevailing,  view  is  taken,  it 
being  said  that  the  payment  is  made  by  the  grantee  on  his  own 
account  and  for  his  own  benefit  and  not  as  agent  of  the  grantor, 
that  their  liabilities  are  separata  and  distinct  and  that  the  grantee 
cannot  by  any  act  of  his  subject  the  grantor  to  a  new  liability.* 
So  it  has  been  decided  that  a  grantee  of  a  mortgagor  who  assumes 
and  agrees  to  pay  the  mortgage  does  not,  by  aubRe(^uent  payment 
of  part  of  the  principal  and  interest,  toll  the  statute  of  limitati6ns 
as  against  his  grantor,  the  original  mortgagor.^  And  it  has  also 
been  held  that  as  against  a  remote  vendee,  a  vendor's  lien  upon  land 
does  not  subsiBt  after  the  statute  of  limitatitms  has  run  against  a 

19.  Kaiser  t.  Idleman,  57  Ore.  224,  4.  Regan  t.  Williams,  185  Ho.  62U, 
108  Pac  193,  28  LJtJL(N.S.)  169  and  84  S.  W.  959,  105  A.  S.  R.  600  and 
note.  note;  Damon  v.  Leqne,  17  Wash,  573, 

20.  Walker  v.  Wamer,  179  HI.  16,  50  Pac.  485,  61  A.  S.  R.  927  and  note; 
53  N.  E.  594,  70  A.  S.  R.  85  and  note.  Cottrell  v.  Shepherd,  86  Wis.  649,  57 

1.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  1113.  See  N.  W.  983,  39  A.  S.  R.  919. 
supra,  par.  278,  as  to  acknowledgment     Note :  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  1113. 

or  new  pTomise  by  a  grantee  or  mort-  5.  Cottrell  v.  Shepherd,  86  Wis.  649, 
gagee.  57  N.  W.  983,  39  A  S.  R.  919  and  note. 

2.  Fitzgerald  v.  Flanagan,  155  la.  See  also  R^an  v.  Williams,  185  Mo. 
217,  135  N.  W.  738,  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  620,  84  S.  W.  959,  105  A.  S.  K.  600 
1104  and  note.  and  note, 

3.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  1112. 
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note  given  for  the  ptircbaae  money,  and  the  flnt  vendee  cannot 
extend  the  lien  by  payments  upon  the  note.* 

308.  Effect  of  Payment  by  PiindpaL — The  relation  of  principal 
and  surety  is  genercdly  regarded  as  one  of  joint  liability,^  and  on 
this  theory  the  early  doctrine,  as  to  part  pajmient  by  a  joint  debtor 
taking  the  case  out  of  the  statute  as  to  the  others,  has  been  applied  in  a 
nnmber  of  cases  to  such  payments  by  the  principal,  it  being  held  that 
a  part  payment  by  him  before  the  completion  of  the  bar  of  the  stat- 
ute will  extend  the  period  of  limitation  as  to  the  surety.*  So  in  line 
with  this  doctrine  it  has  4)een  held  that  payments  of  interest  on  a 
joint  promissory  note,  by  one  of  the  joint  makers,  before  the  statute 
attaches  will  arrest  the  running  of  the  period  as  to  another  maker 
who  is  but  a  surety  as  between  himself  and  such  payer,  without 
regard  to  whether  he  authorized  or  participated  in  such  payments.* 
In  other  jurisdictions,  however,  it  is  held  that  a  partial  payment 
of  a  debt  by  the  principal  does  not  suspend  the  running  of  the 
statute  in  favor  of  the  surety,^*  unless  the  principal  is  authorized 
or  directed  by  the  surety  to  make  the  payment,  or  he  subsequently 
ratifieB  that  act.^^  In  reaching  this  conclusion,  which  is  apparently 
in  accord  with  the  prevailing  vi6w,**  it  has  been  said  thai  the  rule 
being  settled  that  any  alteration  of  the  origintd  contract  by  the 
creditor  and  principal  debtor,  without  the  assent  of  the  surety,  ^ill 
disdiarge  the  surety,  it  would  seem  to  follow  necessarily  that  a  pay- 
ment made  by  the  principal*  debtor,  even  before  tiie  statutory  period 
has  e^ired,  cannot  have  the  effect  of  continuing  the  legal  obliga- 
tion of  the  original  contract  beyond  the  period  thereby  fixed  for 
its  duration,  because  that  would  be  an  alteration  of  one  of  the  terms 
of  that  contract.^'  Some  cases  also  make  a  distinction  betwerai 
payments  made  before  the  bar  of  the  statute  and  those  made  after- 
wards, it  being  held  that  if  made  prior  to  that  time,  the  debt  is 

6.  Tate  v.  Hawkins,  81  Ky.  677,  50  6  Am.  Rep.  693;  KoUenbach  t.  Diok- 


8.  Cross  V.  Allen,  141  U.  S.  528, 12  E.  867,  65  A.  S.  K.  387  and  note,  41 
S.  Ct.  67,  35  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  843;  L.R.A.  612;  Meitzler  v.  Todd,  12  Ind. 
Schindel  v.  Gates,  46  Md.  604,  24  Am.  App.  381,  39  N.  E.  1046,  54  A.  S.  R. 
Rep.  526;  Hunt  v.  Bridgham,  2  Pick.  631  and  note;  Littlefield  t.  littlefield, 
(Mam.)  581, 13  Am.  Dec.  458;  Clinton  91  N.  Y.  203,  43  Am.  Rep.  663;  Walt- 
County  V,  Smith,  238  Mo.  118,  141  S.  era  v.  Kraft,  23  S.  C.  578,  56  Am.  Rep. 
W.  1091,  37  L.R.A.(N.S.)  272  and  44. 

note;  Woonaocket  Inst,  for  Sav.  v.  Note:  37  UR.A.(N.S.)  274 

Ballon,  16  R.  I.  351,  16  AtL  144,  1  11.  littiefleld  v.  Littlefield,  91  N.  T. 


9.  Woonaocket  Inst  for  Sav.  v.  Bal-  47. 

loo,  16  B.  I.  351, 16  Atl.  144, 1  L.B.A.  18.  Note:  37  L.E.A.(N.S.)  274. 
665.  13.  Walters  t.  Kraft,  23  S.  C. 

10.  Knight  V.  Clements,  45  Ala.  89,  55  Am.  Rep.  44  and  note. 

R.  C.  L.  Vol.  XVII.— 60.  946 


Am.  Rep.  181. 

7.  Note:  65  A.  8.  R.  691. 


inson,  100  !U.  427,  39  Am.  Rep.  47; 
Mozingo  T.  Ross,  150  Ind.  688,  50  N. 


L.R.A.  555. 
Note:  37  LJl.A.(N.8.)  276. 
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rovived  as  to  both  principal  and  surety  while  if  subsequent  thereto 
it  is  revived  only  as  to  the  principal.^*  This  distinction,  however, 
is  not  generally  recognized  at  the  present  day.^*^ 

309.  Payment  by  Surety. — Sureties  may,  by  a  part  payment  on 
their  obligations,  extend  the  period  of  limitation  and  thus  waive 
the  bar  of  the  statute  which  might  otherwise  be  interposed  for  their 
protection.'*  And  where  a  surety  procured  a  compulsory  payment 
out  of  the  funds  of  the  principal  and  promised  to  pay  the  balance 
of  the  debt,  it  has  been  held  sufficient  to  arrest  the  running  of  the 
statute  of  limitations  as  to  the  surety.V  But  it  has  been  held 
that  the  bar  of  the  statute  is  not  removed  against  the  principal 
by  the  act  of  his  siu^ty  in  making  a  partial  payment  upon  the 
obligation  within  the  statutory  period,^^  unless  it  is  made  *at  the 
principal's  request." 

310.  Payments  by  Assignee  or  Tmstee. — ^It  is  a  general  rule  that 
a  payment  by  an  assignee  or  trustee  in  bankruptcy  or  insolvency 
does  not  take  a  case  out  of  the  statute,  not  upon  tiie  ground  that 
the  payment  was  not  authorized  but  rather  that  the  authority  does 
not  ratend  to  binding  the  party  by  an  acknowledgment  of  the  debt 
and  a  promise  to  pay  it.^  But  under  a  statute  providing  that  when- 
ever any  payment  of  principal  or  interest  is  made  upon  an  existing 
contract,  bill  of  exchange,  promissory  note,  or  bond,  after  the  same 
shall  have  become  due,  the  limitation  shall  commence  from  the  time 
the  last  payment  was  made,  it  has  been  held  that  a  payment  on  a 
promissory  note  by  a  trustee  in  bankruptcy  of  one  of  the  joint 
obligors  of  the  note  will  keep  the  debt  alive  as  to  the  co-obligors.' 
Again,  the  application  to  a  debt  by  a  trustee,  in  a  deed  of  trust 
securing  it,  of  the  proceeds  of  a  sale  under  the  deed,  ns  authorized 
by  its  terms,  is  held  not  to  be  such  a  payment  or  acknowledgment 
on  the  part  of  the  debtor  as  to  take  the  debt  out  of  the  statute  aa 
to  the  part  remaining  unpaid.'  So  it  has  been  held  that  if  a  trustee 
sells  lands  mortgi^d  by  a  trust  deed  to  secure  the  payment  of  a 

14.  Cross  V.  AUen,  141  U.  S.  528, 12  90,  22  N.  W,  229,  52  Am.  Rep.  398 

S.  Ct.  67,  35  U.  S.  {L.  ed.)  843.  and  note;  Brown  v.  Latham,  58  N.  H. 

Note:  37  L.R.A.(N.S.)  277.  30,  42  Am.  Rep.  568;  Robinson  v.  Me- 

16.  Note:  37  L.R.A.(N.S.)  274.  Dowell,  133  N.  C.  182,  45  S.  E.  545,  98 

16.  State  V.  Finn,  98  Mo.  532, 11  S.  A.  S.  R.  704  and  note;  Simpaon  v. 
Ct.  994,  14  A.  S.  R.  654  and  note.  Tootle,  etc.,  Mercantile  Co.,  42  Okla. 

17.  McConneU  v.  Merrill,  53  Vt.  149,  275,  141  Pac.  448,  L.R.A.1915B  1220. 
38  Am.  Rep.  663.  and  note. 

18.  Coleman  v.  Fobes,  22  Pa.  St.  1.  Sheak  v.  Wilbnr,  48  Ore.  376,  86 
156,  60  Am.  Dec  75.  Pac.  375,  11  Ann.  Cas.  58  and  note. 

19.  Littlefield  v.  Littlefteld,  91  N.  Y.  2.  Holmquist  v.  Gilbert,  41  Colo. 
203,  43  Am.  Rep.  663.  113,  92  Pac.  232,  14  L.R.A.{N.S.)  479 

20.  Richardson  v.  Thomas,  13  Cray  and  note.  See  supra,  par.  293,  as  to 
(Mass.)  381,  74  Am.  Dec.  636  and  application  to  del^  of  the  proceeds  of 
note;  Whitney  v.  Chambers,  17  Neb.  collateral. 
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note,  ibe  payment  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  to  the  holder  of  the 
note,  and  the  latter's  indorsement  of  the  payment  on  the  note,  ia 
not,  as  to  the  mortgagor,  such  part  payment  on  the  note  as  will 
take  it  out  of  the  operation  of  the  statute.*  And  if  an  indorser  of 
the  paper  of  insolvent  debtors  accepts  the  position  of  trustee  to  col- 
lect their  assets  and  pay  over  the  proceeds  to  their  creditors,  and 
as  such  trustee  pays  over  to  the  holders  of  notes  indorsed  by  him 
sums  of  money  on  account  of  their  claim,  such  payments  are  held 
not  to  be  an  acknowledgment  of  the  indorser's  debt,  so  as  to  take 
their  claim  against  him  out  of  the  statute  of  limitations.* 

XV.  Opekation  and  Effect 


ExtraterrUorial  Operation 

311.  Effect  in  Another  State. — The  statute  of  limitations  of  one 
state  does  not  bar  a  recovery  in  the  courte  of  another  state  where 
it  affects  only  tiie  remedy,*  and  does  not  confer  title.*  Thus  it 
has  been  held  that  where  the  law  of  one  state  provides  that  a  civil 
action  upon  any  agreement,  contract  or  provision  in  writing  must 
be  brought  within  a  designated  period,  it  only  bars  the  remedy,  and 
does  not  go  further  and  extinguish  the  cause  of  action,  and  hence 
a  suit  to  foreclose  a  mortgage  on  lands  in  another  state  brought  in 
that  state,  where  the  period  of  the  statute  of  limitations  is  longer, 
the  mortgage  being  given  to  secure  the  payment  of  a  note  executed 
and  made  payable  in  the  former  state,  is  not  barred  by  its  statute 
of  limitations.'  A  judgment  entered  upon  a  promissory  note  within 
the  time  permitted  by  the  laws  of  a  state  cannot  be  defeated  in 
another  state  because  its  statute  of  limitations  had  barred  the  debt 
before  the  judgment  was  entered.*  But  where  tiie  statute  of  limita- 
tions of  the  place  of  contract  has  the  effect  of  extinguishing  the 
right  of  action,  it  can  be  pleaded  in  bar  of  an  action  on  the  con- 
tract in  a  foreign  jurisdiction.*  In  other  words,  when  the  statute 
in  question  not  only  destroys  the  right  of  action,  but  operates  also  to 
extinguish  the  cause  of  action  and  the  right  or  debt  itself,  it  may 
be  successfully  invoked  as  a  bar  to  the  action  in  wiiatever  state  it  may 

5.  Hoffitt  T.  Carr,  48  Neb.  403,  87  (IfisB.)  642, 12  Am.  Deo.  688. 

N.  W.  150,  58  A.  S.  R.  696  and  note.  7.  Gross     Watts,  206  Mo.  373, 104 

4.  Menhants',  eU.,  Bank  v.  Watson,  8.  W.  30,  121  A.  S.  B.  662. 

46  Pa.  St.  310,  84  Am.  Dee.  549.  8.  CaykQidaU  v.  Doe,  129  la.  453, 

6.  Oallifaer  v.  State  Mat.  Life  Ins.  105  N.  W.  698,  113  A.  B.  B.  472,  3 
Co.,  150  Ala.  643,  43  So.  833,  124  A  UR.A(N.S.)  449. 

S.  B.  83;  Eingartner  v.  Ulinms  Steel  9.  Bnmer  v.  Martin,  76  Kan.  862, 
Co.,  103  Wis.  373,  79  N.  W.  433,  74  03  Pae.  166, 123  A.  S.  B.  172, 14  Ann. 
A  S.  B.  871  and  note.  Caa.  39, 14  L.R.A(N.S.)  775;  Perkins 

6.  Hamilton    v.    Cooper,    Walk.  v.  Ouy,  55  Miss.  153, 30  Am.  Bep.  510. 
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be  brou^t.^*  If  a  dtisen  of  one  state  having  a  claim  against  ano^er 
such  dtixen  allows  the  peiriod  Hmited  by  law  for  its  enf(»eement  to 
expire,  he  cannot  tiaea  go  into  another  state  and  enforce  such  claim 
in  its  courts.** 

312.  Effect  of  Statute  Barring  Debt  on  Security  Therefor;  Pledge 
or  Collateral  Security^ — deposit  of  collateral  security  does  not  pre- 
vent or  impede  the  running  of  the  statate  of  limite^ons  upon  the 
debt  secured  thereby,  and  the  barring  of  any  action  upon  such  debt 
through  the  running  of  the  statute  does  not  affect  the  right  of  the 
pledgee  to  hold  and  realize  upon  the  collateral,  nor  the  pledgor  to 
call  for  any  surplus  remaining  after  the  principal  debt  has  been 
p&id.**  Thus  the  running  of  the  statute  of  limitations  against  a 
debt  which  a  policy  of  insurance  has  been  pledged  to  secure  does 
not  prevent  the  mforcement  of  a  claim  arising  out  of  such  policy, 
nor  does  it  impair  the  rights  of  the  holders  of  the  indebtedness  to 
the  proceeds  of  the  insurance.*'  If  a  creditor  takes  insurance  on 
the  life  of  his  debtor,  either  as  payment  or  as  collateral  security, 
the  fact  that  the  debt  is  barred  by  limitation  at  the  time  the  insur- 
ance is  taken,  or  becomes  barred  or  affected  with  a  presumption  of 
payment  before  the  policy  becomes  payable,  does  not  prevent  the 
creditor  from  recovering  the  insurance,  either  as  against  the  insurer 
or  the  pra^nal  representatives  of  t^e  insured.*^ 

313.  Liens  Generally. — It  is  a  genial  rule,  recognised  in  this 
country  and  in  England,  that  when  the  security,  for  a  debt  is  a 
lien  on  prt^rty,  personal  or  real,  the  lien  is  not  impaired  because 
the  ranedy  at  law  for  the  recovery  of  the  debt  is  barred.**  The 
debt  is  distinguisb^le  from  the  remedy,  and  the  bar  of  the  statute 
may  be  removed  by  a  subsequent  promise  or  acknowledgment.'* 
A  different  rule  obtains,  however,  in  those  jurisdictions  where  it  is 
held  that  the  statute  of  limitations  not  only  bars  the  remedy,  but 
destroys  and  annihilates  the  debt  by  the  presumption  that  it  has 
been  paid  or  discharged,  and  in  some  states  it  is  expressly  provided 
by  statute  that  the  lien  is  extinguished  by  the  lapse  of  time  within 
which  an  action  can  be  brought  on  the  prindpal  obligation.*^  There 

10.  Lomberton  v.  Grant,  94  Me.  508,  v.  Dniucomb,  108  Tenn.  724,  69  S.  W. 
48  Atl.  127,  80  A.  S.  B.  416.  345,  91  A.  S.  R.  769,  58  LA.A.  694. 

11.  Eingartner  v.  Qlinoia  Steel  Co.,     Note:  96  A.  S.  B.  662. 

103  Wis.  373,  79  N.  W.  433,  74  A.  S.  16.  BizzeU  v.  Nix,  60  Ala.  281,  31 

B.  871  and  note.  Am.  Bep.  38;  Connectient  Mut  Life 

12.  Connecticut  Mnt.  Life  Ins.  Co.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Dunscomb,  108  Tenn.  724, 
v.  Dunacomb,  108  Tenn.  724,  69  S.  W.  69  S.  W.  345,  91  A.  S.  B.  769,  58 
346,  91  A.  S.  B.  769,  68  L.B.A.  694.  L.B.A.  694;  Hnlbert  v.  Clark,  128  N. 

Notes:  32  A.  S.  B.  716;  96  A.  S.  R.  Y.  652,  28  N.  E,  616, 14  L.B.A.  59. 
662.  16.  BizzeU  v.  Niz,  60  Ala.  281,  31 

13.  Towneend  v.  Tyndale,  165  Mass.  Am.  Rep.  38. 

293,  43  N.  E.  107,  52  A.  S.  B.  513.  17.  Lilly-Bniekett   Co.   v.  Sonne- 

14.  Conneetieat  Mat.  Life  Ins.  Co.  mann,  157  Cal.  192,  106  Pae.  716,  21 
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18  a  long  line  of  cases  holding  that  a  vendor's  lien  for  the  purchase 
money  of  lands  is  preserved,  although  the  statute  of  limitations  has 
barred  the  recovery  of  the  purchase  money  as  a  debt.**  Thus  the 
failure  of  a  vendor  to  present  his  purchase  money  notes  to  the  admin- 
istrator of  his  vendee  within  the  time  required  by  the  statute  of 
nonclaim,  or  to  file  them  in  the  probate  court  within  nine  months 
after  a  declaration  of  the  insolvency  of  the  estate,  does  not  out  oS 
his  vendor's  lien.'*  And  it  has  been  held  that  where  the  contract 
for  the  sale  of  land  provides  that  the  vendor  shall  retain  the  legal 
title  until  the  purchase  money  is  paid,  it  is  competent  for  the  vendor 
to  enforce  specific  execution  of  the  conUact,  and  to  subject  the  land 
to  sale  for  the  purchase  money  in  arrears,  at  any  time  short  of  the 
period  sufficient  to  raise  the  presumption  of  payment,  notwithstanding 
the  bar  of  the  statute  of  limitations  to  an  action  at  law  to  recover 
the  purchase  money.*"  In  some  jurisdictions,  however,  it  is  held 
that  the  lien  of  a  vendor  of  land  reserved  in  the  face  of  the  deed 
expires  when  the  debt  is  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations.*  The 
general  principle  that  a  lien  may  continue  to  be  effective  after  the 
statute  of  limitati(ms  has  barred  the  ri^t  of  recovery  on  the  debt 
is  not  confined  in  its  application  to  cases  of  vendors'  liens,'  and 
the  right  to  maintain  an  action  to  enforce  the  implied  promise  of 
a  devisee  of  real  estate  to  pay  an  annuity  which  a  will  has  made 
a  lien  on  the  real  estate  may  be  barred,  although  the  lien  against 
the  real  estate  may  still  be  enforced.* 

314.  Mortgages. — As  to  the  effect  of  the  bar  of  a  debt  upon  the 
mortgage  given  to  seciu%  such  debt,  the  decisions  are  in  conflict. 
One  Une  of  authoritiee  holds  that  the  life  of  a  mortgage  of  real  estate 
is  not  measured  by  that  of  the  obligation  .which  it  is  given  to  secure, 
and  that  the  mortgagee  can  pursue  his  remedy  on  the  mortgage  by 
foreclosure  or  ejectment;  notwithstanding  the  debt  or  the  evidence 
thereof  is  barrod  by  the  statute  of  limitations.^    These  decisions 

Ann.  Cas.  1279;  Faxon  v.  All  Penons,  1.  Chase  v.  Cartright,  63  Ark.  358, 

166  Cal.  707,  137  Pae.  919,  Ii.E.A.  14  S.  W.  90,  22  A.  S.  R.  207. 

1916B  1209;  Hnlbert  v.  Clark,  128  N.  Note:  39  LJt.A.(N.S.)  U75. 

Y.  652,  28  N.  E.  616,  14  L.R.A.  59.  2.  Bizzell  t.  Nix,  60  Ala.  281,  31 

Note:  96  A.  S.  R.  662.  Am.  Rep.  38. 

18.  Hardin  v.  Boyd,  113  U.  S.  756,  3.  Stringer  t.  Stevens,  146  Mich. 
6  S.  Ct.  71,  28  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1141;  181,  109  N.  W.  269, 117  A.  S.  B.  620. 
BizzeU  V.  Ni:c,  60  Ala.  281,  31  Am.  10  Ann.  Cas.  337,  8  L.B.A.(N.S,)  393 
Rep.  38;  Hood  v.  Hammond,  128  Ala.  and  note. 

669, 30  So.  540, 86  A.  S.  R.  169;  Evans  4.  Harper  v.  Raisin  Fertiliser  Co., 

V.  Johnson,  39  W.  Ta.  299.  19  S.  E.  168  Ala.  329,  48  So.  589, 132  A.  S.  B. 

623,  45  A.  8.  R.  912,  23  L.R.A.  737.  32;  Browne  v.  Browne,  17  Fla.  607,  36 

Notes:  95  A.  S.  R.  663;  39  tJlA.  Am.  Rep.  96;  Demuth  v.  Old  Town 

(N.S.)  1172.  Bank,  85  Md.  316,  37  Atl.  266,  60  A. 

19.  Hood  V.  Hammond,  128  Ala.  S.  R.  322;  Crain  v.  Paine,  4  Cosh. 
669,  30  So.  640, 86  A  S.  R.  159.  (Mass.)  483,  50  Am.  Dee.  807  (chattel 

20.  Note:  39  L.B.A.(N.S.)  1174.  mortgage);  Stringer  t.  Stephens,  146 
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proceed,  for  the  most  part,  on  the  theory  that  the  stalute  of  limita- 
tions goes  to  the  remedy  merely,  without  extinguishing  the  right; 
and  since  a  mortgagee  has  two  remedies — one  on  the  security  and 
one  on  the  principal  obligation — the  bar  of  one  of  these  is  not 
necessarily  destructive  of  the  other.^  Another  line  of  decisions  takes 
the  view  that  a  mortgage,  being  a  mere  incident,  cannot  be  fore- 
closed whrai  the  note  or  oUier  evidence  of  indebtedness  secured  thereby 
is  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations.  If  a  suit  on  the  debt  is 
barred  a  suit  on  the  mortgage  is  likewise  barred.'  The  converse 
necessarily  follows  and  a  suit  to  enforce  a  mortgage  lien  is  not  barred 
by  limitation  until  an  action  against  the  debtor  for  a  peirsonal  judg- 
ment is  also  barred,'  but  if  the  mortgage  debt  is  kept  alive  by  renewal, 
extension  of  time,  part  payment,  subsequent  agreement,  or  otherwise, 
the  vitality  of  the  mortgage  is  thereby  sustained,  and  it  continues 
enforceable  by  foreclosure."  In  some  states  it  is  expressly  provided 
by  statute  that  the  lien  of  a  mortgage  is  extinguished  by  the  lapse 
of  the  time  within  which  an  action  might  be  brought  on  the  prin- 


Mich.  181,  109  N.  W.  2e0,  117  A.  8.  92  Ark.  522, 123  S.  W.  646,  34  L.R.A. 

R.  620,  10  Ann.  Cas.  337,  8  L.R.A.  (N.S.)  1013;  McCarthy  v.  White,  21 

(N.S.)  393;  Lewis  v.  Sehwenn,  93  Mo.  Cal.  495,  82  Am.  Dee.  754;  Spect  v. 

26,  2  S.  W.  391,  3  A.  S.  R.  511;  Colt^  Spect,  88  Cal.  437,  26  Pae.  203,  22  A. 

on  V.  Depew,  60  N.  J.  Eq.  454,  46  Atl.  S.  R.  314, 13  L.R.A.  137;  Lilly-Brack- 

728,  83  A.  S.  R.  650  and  note;  Heyer  ett  Co.  v.  Sonnemann,  157  Gal.  192, 

V.  Pruyn,  7  Paige  (N.  T.)  465,  34  Am.  106  Pac.  715,  21  Ann.  Cas.  1279;  Har- 

Dec.  355  and  note;  Henzel  v.  Hinton,  ris  v.  Mills,  28  111.  44, 81  Am.  Dec.  259 

132  V.  C.  660,  44'S.  E.  385,  95  A.  S.  and  note;  Fitzgerald  v.  Flanagan,  155 

R.  647  and  note;  Hulbert  V.Clark,  128  la.  217,  135  N.  W.  738,  Ann.  Cas. 

N.  Y.  295,  28  N.  E.  638, 14  L.RA.  59;  1914C  1104;  Knip  v.  Knlp,  51  Kan. 

Connecticut  Mnt.  Life  Ins.  •  Co.  v.  341,  32  Pae.  1118,  21  L.R.A.  550  and 

Dnnscomb,  108  Tenn.  724,  69  S.  W.  note;  Peny  v.  Horack,  63  Ean.  88,  64 

345,  91  A.  8.  B.  769,  58  L.R.A.  694;  Pae.  990, -88  A.  8.  R.  225  and  note; 

Porter  v.  Shattnck,  75  Yt  270,  64  Atl.  Mulvane  v.  Sedgley,  63  Kan.  105,  64 

958,  98  A.  S.  B.  823;  Kennedy  v.  Pac.  1038,  55  L.R^  552;  Bnmer  v. 

Knight,  21  Wis.  340,  94  Am.  Dec.  643.  Martin,  76  Kan.  8^  93  Pac  165, 123 

Note:  95  A.  S.  R.  664.  A.  S.  R.  172,  14  Ann.  Cas.  39,  14 

6.  Colton  V.  Depew,  60  N.  J.  Bq.  L.B.A.(N.S.)  775;  Dnty  v.  Graham, 

454,  46  Atl.  728,  83  A.  8.  B.  650 ;  Co-  12  Tex.  427,  62  Am.  Dec.  534;  Perkins 

lonial,  etc.,  Mortg.  Co.  v.  Northwest  v.  Sterne,  23  Tex.  561,  76  Am.  Dee.  72 

Thresher  Co.,  14  N.  D.  147, 103  N.  W.  and  note;  Spokane  Comity  v.  Prescott, 

915,  116  A.  8.  R.  642,  8  Ann.  Cas.  19  Wash.  418, 53  Pae.  661,  67  A.  S.  R. 

1160,  70  L.B.A.  814.  733;  George  v.  Butler,  26  Wash.  456, 

Notes:  96  A.  8.  R.  665;  104  A.  S.  67  Pae.  263,  90  A.  S.  R.  756  and  note, 

R.  763.  57  L.R.A.  396;  Childs  v.  Smith,  51 

6.  EweU  v.  Daggs,  108  U.  S.  143,  2  Wash.  467,  99  Pao.  304,  130  A.  8.  B. 

S.  Ct.  408,  27  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  682  (stat-  1107. 

ing  the  law  of  Texas) ;  Dupree  v.  Man-  Note:  95  A.  8.  B.  666. 

sur,  214  IT.  8.  161,  29  8.  Ct.  548,  53  7.  Perry  v.  Horack,  63  Kan.  88,  64 

IT.  8.  (L.  ed.)  950  (stating  the  law  of  Pac.  990,  88  A.  S.  B.  225  and  note; 

Texas);  Sturdivant  v.  McCorl^,  83  Hendridn  t.  Brooks,  80  Ean.  1,  101 

Ark.  278,  103  8.  W.  732,  11  L.B.A.  Pac.  622, 133  A.  S.  R.  186  and  note. 

(N.S.)  825  and  note;  Mueller  v.  Light,  8.  Note:  95  A.  S.  R.  669. 
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cipal  obligation.  Under  such  statute  it  has  been  held  that  a  power 
of  sale  in  a  real  estate  mortgage  cannot  be  exercised  after  the  mort- 
gagor is  dead  and  the  debt  has  become  barred  by  the  statute  of 
limitations.'  Where,  as  is  the  case  in  some  states,  the  statute  of 
limitations  as  to  a  note  and  a  mortgage  is  the  same,  an  action  for 
foreclosure  and  sale  cannot  be  maintained  on  the  mortgage  after 
an  action  on  the  note  is  barred,  not  because  no  recovery  can  foe  bad 
on  the  note,  but  because  the  period  of  limitatioDs  in  each  case  is 
the  same.*® 

315.  Effect  upon  Debt  of  Statute  Barring  Security. — ^Though  a  lien 
may  be  extinguished  by  the  extinction  of  the  principal  debt,  the 
converse  of  this  rule  does  not  follow.*^  The  right  to  foreclose  a 
real  estate  mortgage  may  be  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitatioiiB, 
even  though  the  debt  secured  still  remains  outstanding  and  the 
remedies  for  its  collection  from  those  personally  liable  therefor  are 
not  barred." 

316.  Nature  of  Form  of  Action  as  Determining  Particular  Limita- 
tion Applicable. — At  common  law  the  form  of  action  and  not  the 
cause  of  action  as  a  rule  determines  whether  it  is  barred  by  the 
statute  of  limitations,  and  this  doctrine  still  obtains  in  some  of  the 
states  where  the  common  law  forms  of  action  remain  in  use,^*  but 
in  those  jurisdictions  wherein  the  common  law  forms  of  action  have 
been  abolished  it  is  generally  held  that  the  nature  of  the  cause  of 
action  is  the  test^* 

317.  Effect  of  Statute  Where  There  Are  Two  Remedies.— When  a 
person  has  more  than  one  remedy  for  the  enforcement  of  a  right, 
and  the  bar  of  the  statute  of  limitations  as  to  one  of  these  doee 
not  necessarily  affect  the  other,'*  although  the  statute  of  limitations 
may  have  bamd  one  remedy  on  a  debt,  if  there  be  another  remedy 
not  affected  by  the  statute,  or  one  to  which  a  different  limitation 

9.  Faxon  v.  All  Persona,  166  Cal.  R.  620,  10  Ann.  Cas.  337,  82  L.R.A. 
707,  137  Pae.  919,  L.R.A.1916B  1209.  (N.S.)  393. 

10.  Kerr  v.  Lvdecker,  51  Ohio  St.  14.  Atlanta  v.  Chattanooga  Foun- 
240.  37  N.  E.  267,  23  L.R.A.  842.        dry,  etc.,  127  Fed.  23,  61  C.  C.  A.  337, 

11.  Frost  V.  Witter,  132  Cal.  421,  64  64  L.RJl.  721. 

Pa«.  705,  84  A.  S.  R.  63.  Note:  12  Ann.  Cas.  175. 

12.  Colonial,  etc.,  Mortg.  Co.  v.  15.  Foot  v.  Burr,  41  Colo.  192,  92 
Northwest  Thresher  Co.,  14  N.  D.  147,  Pac.  236,  13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1210  and 
103  N.  W.  915,  116  A.  S.  R.  642  and  note;  Hohnquist  v.  Gilbert,  41  Colo, 
note,  8  Ann.  Cas.  1160,  70  L.R.A.  814;  113,  92  Pac.  232, 14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  479; 
Colonial,  etc.,  Mortg.  Co.  v.  Fleming-  Newhall  v.  Field,  13  N.  M.  82.  79  Pae. 
ton,  14  N.  D.  181,  103  N.  W.  929,  116  711,  12  Ann.  Cas.  979;  Connecticut 
A.  S.  R.  670  and  note.  Mat.  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Dunscomb,  108 

13.  Bates  v.  Bates  Machine  Co.,  230  Tenn.  724,  69  S.  W.  345,  91  A.  S.  R. 
III.  619.  82  N.  E.  911,  12  Ann.  Cas.  769,  58  L.R.A.  694;  Kennedy  v. 
174  and  note;  Stringer  v.  Stevens,  146  Knight,  21  Wis.  340,  94  Am.  Dec.  543, 
Mich.  181,  109  N.  W.  269,  117  A.  S.  Note:  95  A.  S.  R.  661. 
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applies^  a  raeditor  may  enforce  his  daim  through  that  remedy.^* 
Thus,  an  owner  of  logs  may  hring  suit  for  a  penalty  for  removing 
them  from  the  state  and  rendering  th^  unidentifiafole,  although 
he  had  another  remedy  by  lien  which  he  has  lost  by  failure  to 
enforce  it.*'  The  fact  that  the  statute  of  limitations  has  barred  a 
p^wnal  action  against  the  assignor  of  a  mortgage  on  his  guaranty 
of  its  payment,  when  suit  is  commwced  by  the  assignee  to  establish 
a  claim  to  the  proceeds  of  a  policy  of  insurance  on  the  property 
taken  out  by  such  assignor  after  becoming  the  owner  of  the  prop- 
erty, does  not  release  or  impair  the  assignee's  equitable  lien  upon 
such  proceeds.**  And  the  bar  by  lapse  of  time  of  a  common  law 
action  by  a  person  injured  by  another's  negligence  to  recover  for 
the  injuries  will  not  affect  the  right  of  his  administrator  to  main- 
tain a  statutory  action  for  his  death  from  such  injuries.'*  But  where 
a  party  has  elected  one  of  severd  remedies,  each  in  effect  being  a 
method  of  foreclosing  a  mortgage,  and  it  resulla  in  a  judgment 
against  the  mortgagee,  such  judgment  becomes  as  complete  a  bar 
to  proceeding  in  a  different  form  for  a  foreclosure  as  payment, 
release,  or  other  discharge,** 

318.  Effect  of  Statute  Creating  Liability  and  Limiting  Time  for 
Enforcement — ^Where  a  statute  creates  a  new  legal  Ualnlity,  with  a 
right  to  a  suit  for  its  enforcement,  provided  tiie  suit  is  brought 
within  a  designated  period,  the  time  within  which  the  suit  must 
be  brought  operatee  as  a  limitation  of  the  liability  itself  as  created, 
and  not  of  the  remedy  alone.  In  such  cases  it  is  treated  as  a  con- 
dition attached  to  the  right  to  sue,*  and  will  control,  no  matter  in 
what  form  the  action  is  brought.*  Such  a  statute  is  an  offer  of  an 
action  on  condition  that  it  be  commenced  within  the  specified  time. 
If  the  offer  is  not  accepted  in  ^e  only  way  in  which  it  can  be  accepted, 
by  a  commracement  of  the  action  within  the  specified  time,  the 
action  and  the  right  of  action  no  longer  exist,  and  the  defendant 

16.  House  V.  Carr,  185  N.  Y.  453,  78  7  S.  Ct.  140,  30  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  358; 
N.  E.  171,  113  A.  S.  R.  936,  7  Ann.  Davis  v.  Mills,  194  U.  S.  451,  24  S.  Ct. 
Cns.  185,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  510.  And  692,  48  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1067;  Partee  v. 
Ece  supra,  par.  315.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  204  Fed.  970, 

17.  Bergman  V.  Inman,  43  Ore.  456,  123  C.  C.  A.  292,  51  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
72  Pac.  1086,  73  Pac.  341,  99  A.  S.  R.  721;  Rodman  v.  Missouri  Pac.  R.  Co., 
771.  As  to  the  effect  of  the  barring  of  65  Kan.  646,  70  Pae.  642,  59  L.R.A. 
a  debt  on  a  lien,  see  supra,  par.  313.  704. 

18.  Hyde  v.  Hartford  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  2.  Davis  v.  Mills,  194  U.  S.  451,  24 
70  Neb.  503,  97  N.  W.  629,  U3  A.  S.  S.  Ct.  696,  48  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1067; 
R.  796.  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Burkhart,  154 

19.  Causey  v.  Seaboard  Air  Line  R.  Ky.  92, 157  S.  W.  18,  46  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
Co.,  166  N.  C.  5,  81  S.  E.  917,  Ann.  687;  Negaubauer  v.  Great  Northern  R. 
Cas.  1916C  707,  L.B.A1915E  1185.  Co.,  92  Minn.  184,  99  N.  W.  620,  104 

20.  Harris  v.  Hills,  28  lU.  44,  81  A.  S.  R.  674,  2  Ann.  Cas.  160;  Oatw 
Am.  Dee.  259.  v.  Union  Pac.  R.  Co.,  104  Mo.  514^  16 

1.  The  Harrisbuiv,  UO  U.  S.  199,  S.  W.  487, 24  A.  S.  B.  348. 
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is  exempt  from  liability.'  But  where  a  right  of  action  is  given  by 
a  statute  of  another  state  and  no  period  of  limitation  is  prescribed 
otherwise  than  by  the  general  law  of  limitation  prevailing  in  that 
state,  tiie  lex  fori  and  not  tlie  lex  loci  applies  on  the  subject  of 
limitation.*  Generally,  the  limitation  clause  is  found  in  the  same 
statute,  if  not  the  same  section  as  the  one  crating  the  new  liability,' 
but  the  fact  that  the  limitation  is  contained  in  the  same  section  or 
the  same  statute  is  material  only  as  bearing  on  questions  of  con- 
struction. It  is  merely  a  ground  for  saying  that  the  limitation  goes 
to  the  right  created,  and  accompanies  the  obligation  everywhere. 
The  same  conclusion  would  be  reached  if  the  limitation  was  in  a 
different  statute,  provided  it  was  directed  to  the  newly  created  lia- 
bility so  specifically  as  to  warrant  saying  that  it  qualified  the  rig^l* 
As  illustrations  of  the  class  of  statutes  to  which  the  present  prin- 
ciple is  most  frequently  found  to  apply  may  be  mentioned  those 
giving  a  right  of  action  for  death  by  wrongful  act,'  and  those  pro- 
viding for  the  enforcement  of  the  liability  of  stockholders  in  oorpo- 
rations.' 


319.  Nonresidents. — ^There  is  a  marked  difference  between  the 
statute  of  an  absent  resident  and  that  of  a  nonresident  with  reject 
to  ihe  ability  of  the  creditor  to  pursue  them.  The  rights  of  non- , 
residents  to  plead  the  statute  of  limitations  is  a  matter  which  natu- 
rally is  determined  by  the  statutes  of  the  various  states.*  In  some 
jurisdictic^  statutes  of  limitations  do  not  run  in  favor  of  a 
nonresident,^*  <»  a  person  out  of  the  state,^^  even  when  he  is  a 


3.  Partee  v.  "St,  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  8.  See  Corporations,  vol.  7,  p.  414. 
204  Fed.  970,  123  C.  C.  A,  292,  51  9.  Note:  104  A.  S.  R.  748. 
LJl.A.(N.S.)  721  and  note.  10.  Olcott  v.  Tioga  R.  Co.,  20  N.  T. 

4.  Louiflville,  etc.,  E.  Co.  v.  Burk-  210,  75  Am.  Dec.  393;  Green  v.  Hart- 
hart,  154  Ky.  02,  157  8.  W.  18,  46  ford  Life  Ins.  Co.,  139  N.  C.  309,  51 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  687.  S.  E.  887,  4  Ann.  Cas.  360,  1  L.RA. 

5.  Negaubsuer  v.  Great  Northern  R.  (N.S.)  623;  Bates  v.  CuHum,  177  Pa. 
Co.,  92  Minn.  184,  99  N.  W.  620,  104  St.  633,  35  Atl,  861,  56  A.  S.  R.  753, 
A.  S.  R.  674,  2  Ann.  Cas.  150.  34  L.R.A.  440. 

6.  Osborne  v.  Grand  Trunk  R.  Co.,  11.  Williams  v.  Metropolitan  St.  R. 
87  Yt.  104,  88  AtL  612,  Ann.  Cas.  Co.,  68  Kan.  17,  74  Pae.  600,  104  A. 
1P16C  74.  S.  R.  377,  1  Ann.  Cas.  6;  Mason  v. 

7.  Boston,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Hurd,  108  Union  Mills  Paper  Mfg.  Co.,  81  Md. 
Fed.  116,  47  C.  C.  A.  615,  56  L.R.A  446,  32  Atl.  311,  48  A.  S.  R.  524,  29 
193;  Negaubauer  v.  Gr«at  Northern  R.  L.R.A.  273;  Colonial,  etc.,  Mortg.  Co. 
Co.,  92  Minn.  184,  99  N.  W.  620,  104  v.  Northwest  Thresher  Co.,  14  N.  D. 
A.  S.  R.  674,  2  Ann.  Cas.  160.   And  147,  103  N.  W.  915,  U6  A.  S.  R.  642, 
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citizen.^*  Such  statutes  sometimes  provide  that  if  a  person  is  not  a  resi- 
dent in  the  state  when  a  cause  of  action  accrues,  then  the  time  during 
which  such  person  shall  not  reside  in  the  state  or  the  time  of 
the  absence  of  the  defendant  shall  not  be  computed  as  any  part 
of  the  period  within  which  the  action  must  be  brought.**  It  has 
been  held,  however,  that  a  nonresident  is  entitled  to  plead  the  stat- 
ute of  limitations  provided  it  is  shown  that  he  has  been  within 
the  jurisdiction  during  the  full  statutory  period,  before  the  action 
was  commenced.**  The  practical  test  of  the  running  of  statutes  of 
limitations  of  this  character  is  the  liability  of  the  party  invoking 
its  bar  to  the  service  of  process  during  the  whole  of  the  period 
prescribed.  If  there  is  a  continuous  liability  the  residence  or  domi- 
cil  of  the  party  is  immaterial.**  Where  a  statute  usee  the  word 
"return"  in  reference  to  exceptions  discriminating  in  favor  of  per- 
sons continually  within  the  state  during  the  statutory  period,  it  is 
generally  construed  as  applying  as  well  to  foreigners  coming  into  the 
state  originally  as  to  citizens  who  have  been  absent.*'  Reciprocity 
features  sometimes  appear  in  the  provisions  of  limitation  laws,  and 
one  state  may  provide  that  when  an  action  arising  in  another  state 
is  barred  therein  by  limitation,  no  action  thereon  shall  be  brought 
in  the  first  state  except  by  a  citizen  thereof  who  has  held  the  cause 
of  action  from  the  time  it  accrued.  Under  such  a  law,  a  citizen  of 
such  state  holding  a  note  on  which  a  right  of  action  has  been  so 
barred,  but  who  has  not  held  it  from  the  time  the  cause  of  action 
accrued,  is  precluded  from  maintaining  an  action  based  thereon.'* 
320.  Domestic  Corporations. — ^Domestic  corporations  are  generally 
included  within  the  class  of  persons  who  may  plead  the  statute  of 
limitations."  For  example,  the  statute  of  limitations  will  run  in 
favor  of  an  electric  lighting  company  and  after  the  statute  has  run 
without  complaint  by  the  municipality  or  abutting  property  owners, 
such  a  corporation  will  not  be  required  to  remove  its  conduits  from 
beneath  a  sidewalk,  although  the  municipal  regulations  as  to  laying 
them  were  not  fully  complied  witih.** 

Brown  v.  Bicknell,  1  Pin.  (Wis.)  226,  Wozki,  152  N.  G.  656,  68  S.  E.  200, 
39  Am.  Dec.  299.  21  Ann.  Cas.  623. 

12.  Hale  v.  St.  Lonis,  etc.,  E.  Co,,     17.  Bulger    v.    Roche,    11  Pick. 
39  Okla.  192,  134  Pac.  949,  Ann.  Gas.  (Mass.)  36,  22  Am.  Dec.  359. 
1915D  907,  L.R.A.1915G  544.  18.  Uwis  v.  Hyams,  26  Nev.  68.  63 

13.  Nolin  V.  Blackwell,  31  N.  J.  L.  Pac  126,  64  Pac  817,  99  A.  S.  B.  677. 
170,  86  Am.  Dec  206.  19.  Kane  v.  Bloodgood,  7  Johns.  Ch. 

14.  Williams  v.  Metroiwlitan  St  B.  (N.  Y.)  90,  U  Am.  Dec.  417. 

Co.,  68  Kan.  17,  74  Pac  600,  104  A.  Notes:  104  A.  S.  R.  749;  19  LJt.A. 
S.  R.  377,  1  Ann.  Gas.  6.  224;  Ann.  Cas.  1913E  1179. 

16.  Mason  v.  Union  Mills  Paper  And  see  Corpobatioks,  vol.  7,  p.  35. 
Mfg.  Co.,  81  Md.  446,  32  Atl.  311,  48  20.  Allegheny  County  Light  Co.  v. 
A.  S.  B.  524,  29  L.E.A.  273.  Booth,  216  Pa.  St.  564,  66  Atl.  72,  9 

16.  Volivar    t.    Richmond    Cedar  L.R.A.(N.S.)  404. 
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321.  Foreign  Corporations. — Where  statutes  of  limitation  contain 
exceptions  suspending  the  running  of  the  statute  against  nonresidents 
during  the  period  of  their  absence  from  the  jurisdiction,  it  is  generally 
conceded  that  a  foreign  corporation  is  a  person  or  debtor  within  the 
meaning  of  these  saving  clauses,  and  for  that  reason  the  general  stat- 
utes of  limitation  do  not  run  in  its  favor  during  the  time  when  the 
creditor  could  have  sued  it  within  the  state  of  the  saving  clause.' 
But  two  lines  of  reasoning,  or  theories,  have  been  used  by  the  courts 
in  reaching  the  conclusion  just  stated,  owing  to  the  different  views 
taken  of  the  general  purposes  tmd  character  of  corporate  existence.'' 
According  to  the  view  adopted  in  some  states  a  foreign  corporation, 
being  an  artificial  body,  is  legally  confined  to  the  territory  of  the 
state  in  which  it  was  originally  incorporated.  Hence,  although  proc- 
ess could  be  served  upon  the  corporation  within  the  state,  it  cannot, 
in  the  absence  of  an  express  statutory  provision,  have  the  benefit  of 
the  general  statute  of  limitation  of  such  state.*  A  foreign  corpo- 
ration is  out  of  the  state  within  the  meaning  of  such  provisions  of 
the  statute  of  limitations  of  the  code  and  for  that  reason  cannot 
avail  itself  of  the  statute.*  In  addition  to  becoming  amenable  to 
process  a  foreign  corporation,  before  it  can  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the 
statute,  must  comply  with  other  laws  regulating  the  right  of  foreign 
corporations  to  do  business  in  the  state,  becoming  in  effect  a  resident 
of  the  state  for  all  legal  purposes.'  The  courts  of  other  states  act 
on  the  theory  that  a  corporation  is  present  wherever  it  can  be  legally 
served  with  process,  and  that  it  is  the  object  of  the  law  merely 
to  prevent  the  creditor's  being  deprived  of  the  right  to  sue  in  the 
courts  of  the  state,  by  reason  of  the  impossibility  of  having  process 
served  on  his  absent  debtor.  Under  this  view  the  question  whether 
or  not  service  could  have  been  had  within  ttie  state  upon  the  foreign 
corporation  for  the  prescribed  period  of  time  has  been  held  to  be 
the  test  in  determining  whether  or  not  it  can  have  the  benefit  of 
the  statute  of  limitations.*  If  a  foreign  corporaticm  has  a  local  exist- 

1.  Tioga  R.  Co.  V.  Blossburg,  etc..  Travelers'  Ins.  Co.  v.  Fricke,  99  Wk. 
Rv.,  20  Wall.  137,  22  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  367,  74  N.  W.  373,  78  N.  W.  407,  41 
331:  Green  v.  Hartford  Life  Ins.  Co.,  L.R.A.  557. 

139  N.  C.  309.  51  S.  E.  887,  4  Ann.  6.  Hale  v.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  39 

Cas.  360,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  623.  Okla.  192,  134  Pac.  949,  Ann.  Cas. 

Nofes:  52  Am.  Dec.  256;  104  A.  S.  1915D  907  and  note,  L.R.A.1915C  544. 

R.  749;  L.R.A.igi5C  545.  And  see  FoBXiOM  Cobporations,  vol. 

And   see   Fobbigk   Corporations,  12,  p.  12. 

Tol.  12,  pp.  94, 121.  6.  Pierce  v.  Southern  Pac.  Co.,  120 

2.  Note:  L.R.A.1915C  545.  Cal.  156,  47  Pac.  874,  52  Pac.  302,  40 

3.  North  Missouri  R.  Co.  v.  Alters,  L.RA.  350;  Volivar  v.  Richmond  Ce- 
4  Kan.  453,  96  Am.  Dec.  183.  dar  Works,  152  N.  C.  656,  68  S.  E.  200, 

Note:  L.R.A.1915C  545.  21  Ann.  Cas.  623;  Tureott  v.  Yazoo, 

4.  WilUams  v.  Metropolitan  St.  B.  etc.,  R.  Co.,  101  Tenn.  102,  45  S.  W. 
Co.,  68  Kan.  17,  74  Pac.  600,  104  A.  1067,  70  A.  S.  R.  661,  40  L.R.A.  768. 
S.  B.  377,  1  Ann.  Cas.  6  and  note;  Notes:  52  Am.  Dec.  257;  L.RA. 
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ence  and  domicil  in  the  state  for  the  purpose  of  suing  and  being 
sued  it  may  rely  on  the  statute  of  limitations  to  the  sune  extent 
as  though  chartered  by  the  state.^ 

322.  Sovereign  or  the  United  States. — ^Although  statutes  of  limita- 
tion cannot  be  pleaded  against  the  sovereign  except  by  consent,  stiU 
the  weight  of  authority  is  that  they  may  be  pleaded  for  tibe  benefit 
of  the  sovereign.^  It  has  been  held  that  while  the  king  of  Eng- 
land  is  not  bound  by  any  act  of  Parliament  unless  he  be  named 
therein  by  special  and  particular  words,  he  may  take  the  benefit  of 
any  particular  act  though  not  named,  and  the  rule  thus  settled  as 
to  the  British  crown  is  equally  applicable  to  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment.*  The  United  States  "  and  its  officers  are  likewise  entitled 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  statutes  of  limitations.^^  l^us  it  has 
been  held  l^at  a  claim  on  behalf  of  a  United  States  iparshal  for 
the  allowance,  by  the  government,  of  expenses  incurred  by  him  in 
the  service  for  it  of  a  distress  warrant,  which  accrued  more  than 
forty-seven  years  before  it  was  presented  to  the  Treasury  Department, 
is  a  stale  claim  which  the  accounting  officers  have  no  right  to  receive, 
examine  or  settle.**  The  statutes  regulating  the  presentation  of  claims 
against  the  United  States  to  the  court  of  claims  have  fixed  the  period 
of  six  years  as  the  time  within  which  su<^  claims  must  be  presented 
for  settlement  after  they  have  accrued.** 

323.  States. — ^Where,  by  statute,  a  state  may  be  sued,  it  has  been 
held  that  the  sUite  may  not  plead  a  general  statute  of  limitations, 
in  the  absence  of  a  special  statutory  provision  making  general  statr 
utes  applicable  to  actions  against  a  state.  In  a  number  of  juris- 
dictions, however,  there  are  statutes  making  general  limitation  laws 
applicable  to  actions  against  the  state,  or  providing  especially  for 
limitations  of  such  actions,'  and  uuder  such  an  act  the  state  may 
plead  the  statute  of  limitations  to  a  claim  or  action  against  it." 
A  state  has  been  permitted  to  set  up  the  defense  of  the  statute  of 

1915C  547;  1  Ann.  Cas.  10;  21  Ann.  10.  Stanley  v.  Schwalby,  147  U.  S. 
Cas.  624;  Ann.  Cas.  1915D  913.  508,  13  S.  Ct.  418,  37  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

And  see  Foreign  Corporations,  vol.  259. 
12,  p.  121.  Note:  10  Ann.  Cas.  596. 

7.  Colonial,  etc.,  Mortg.  Co.  r.  11.  Stanley  v.  Schwalby,  162  U.  S. 
Northwest  Thresher  Co.,  14  N.  D.  255,  16  S.  Ct.  764,  40  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
147,  103  N.  W.  915,  116  A.  S.  R.  642,  960. 

8  Ann.  Cas.  1160,  70  L.R.A.  814.  12.  WaddeU  v.  United  States,  26  Ct 

Notes:  104  A.  S.  R.  749;  21  Ann.  CI.  323,  7  L.R.A.  861. 
Cas.  624.  13.  United  States  v.  Lippitt,  100  U. 

8.  Note:  101  A.  S.  R.  149.  S.  663.  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  747:  WaddeU 

9.  Dollar  Sav.  Bank  v.  United  v.  United  States,  25  Ct.  d.  323,  7 
States,  19  Wall.  227,  22  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  L.R.A.  861.  And  see  Unitd  Statu 
80;  Stanley  v.  Schwalby,  147  U.  S.  Courts. 

508,  13  S.  Ct.  418,  37  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  14.  Note:  10  Ann.  Caa.  686w  And 
259.  see  genezaUy,  Suns, 

Note:  101  A.  8.  E.  149. 
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limitations  againat  a  daim  based  on  a  certificate  of  asylum  managers 
acting  for  the  state,^*  and  it  has  been  held  that  the  elaim  of  a 
private  person  against  a  state  is  the  subject  of  the  same  statute 
of  limitations  which  would  apply  if  the  claim  were  against  a  private 
person,  and  that  the  statute  applicable  to  an  action  of  debt  or  assump- 
sit may  be  set  up  to  defeat  a  mandamus  proceeding  against  a  state 
a!Rcety  where  the  proceeding  is  in  effect  an  action  of  debt  or  assump- 
sit against  the  state.^' 

324.  Honidpal  Cerporatieiis;  In  General. — ^The  statute  of  limita- 
tions is  usaally  considered  as  running  in  behalf  of  municipal  corpo- 
rations,'^ such  as  cities,  towns,  school  districts,'*  and  counties,  in 
the  same  manner  as  in  behalf  of  individuals.'*  Such  municipal 
corporations  usually  have  the  customary  attributes  of  private  corpo- 
rations in  regard  to  the  power  to  sue  and  be  sued  in  a  corporate  name 
and  to  have  a  common  seal."  Where  the  suit  is  to  enforce  a  trust  it 
seems  that  the  same  rules  apply  as  in  ordinary  cases  between  private 
individuals,  and  where  the  statute  of  limitations  would  not  usually 
be  a  bar,  it  ^cannot  avail  as  a  defense  in  bdialf  of  a  municipal  corpo- 
ration. Thus  it  has  been  held  that  a  ten  years*  statute  of  limitations 
is  no  bar  to  a  suit  by  judgment  creditors  of  a  city  school  board, 
whose  claims  are  payable  out  of  the  school  taxes,  to  require  the  city 
to  account  for  the  amount  of  such  taxes  collect^  and  held  in  trust 
by  it  for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  public  schools,  where 
the  bill  was  filed  within  ten  years  after  the  judgments  were  rendered.' 
Although  it  has  been  held  that  a  proceeding  to  test  the  validity  of 
the  organization  of  a  municipality  is  an  action  for  the  enforcement 
of  a  public  right  and  therefore  not  subject  to  the  bar  of  limitations,' 
the  better  opinion  appears  to  be  that  the  ri^t  to  question  the  corpo- 
rate existence  and  boundaries  of  a  town  may  be  barred  by  the  stat- 
ute after  a  designated  period  from  the  date  of  the  order  organizing 
it,  or  changing  its  boundaries.* 

325.  Actions  on  Hnoicipal  Warrants^ — While  the  generally 
accepted  view  i^peacs  to  be  that  the  statute  of  limitations  will  run 

16.  Peek  t.  SUte,  137  N.  T.  372,  38  19.  Note:  8  A.  S.  R.  206.  And  see 

N.  E.  317,  33  A.  S.  R.  738.  generally,  Municipal  Corporations. 

16.  McRae  t.  Auditor  General,  146  20.  Johnson  t.  Black,  103  Va.  477, 
Mich.  594,  109  N.  W.  1122,  10  Ann.  49  S.  E.  633,  106  A.  S.  R.  890,  6S 
Caa.  594  and  note.  LJl.A.  264. 

17.  Johnson  v.  Blaek,  103  Va.  477,  1.  New  Orleans  v.  Fisher,  180  U.  S. 
49  S.  E.  633,  106  A.  S.  R.  890,  68  186,  21  S.  Gt  347,  46  U.  8.  (L.  «L) 
L.R.A.  264.  485. 

18.  Stote  T.  School  Dist  No.  9,  30  2.  Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1914C  488. 
Neb.  620,  46  N.  W.  613,  27  A.  8.  B.  3.  Bardon  v.  Land,  etc.,  Imp.  Co., 
420.  157  U.  S.  327, 16  8.  Gt  660,  39  U.  S. 

M«to:  8  A.  8.  E.  aOO.  (L.  ed.)  719. 
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against  warrants  issued  for  ordinary  municipal  purposes/  yet  it  has 
been  held  that  the  statute  of  limitations  does  not  run  in  favor  of 
a  municipal  or  quasi  municipal  corporation,  upon  its  outstanding 
obligations  evidenced  by  warrants,  until  the  corporation  has  pro- 
vided a  fund  out  of  which  payment  of  the  same  may  be  made.' 
The  reason  in  support  of  this  position  .has  been  stated  to  be  that 
the  statute  should  not  run  in  favor  of  the  defendsmts  as  long  as 
thoy  failed  to  do  the  affirmative  act  of  levying  a  tax  creating  a  fund 
for  the  payment  of  indebtedness  and  the  taking  up  of  warrants,  and 
the  courts  should  not  permit  them  to  interpose  their  failure  to  act 
as  by  law  required,  as  a  defense  to  the  payment  of  a  just  obligation.* 
Under  this  view  it  has  been  decided  diat  the  statute  of  limitations 
will  run  on  a  county  warrant  only  when  the  money  for  its  payment 
is  collected,  or  time  sufficient  for  the  collection  of  the  money  has 
elapsed.'  It  has  even  been  asserted  that  the  statute  of  limitations 
does  not  apply  to  actions  on  warrants  against  counties.*  On  the 
other  hand,  it  has  been  pointed  out  that  the  statute  should  be  con- 
sidered a  complete  defense  to  an  action  on  a  school  district  warrant 
brought  more  than  the  statutory  period  after  it  was  Vine,  because 
if  this  were  not  so,  warrants  might  be  fraudulently  issued  by  the 
authorities  of  a  municipal  corporation,  and  held  for  a  considerable 
number  of  years,  and  then  pra'^ented  for  payment,  when  the  evidence 
of  their  fraudulent  character  had  become  obscure  or  inaccessible. 
Hence  the  opinion  has  been  expressed  that  the  ends  of  justice  are 
better  subserved  by  placing  individuals  and  municipal  corporations 
on  the  same  plane  and  governed  by  the  same  law  of  limitations.* 


326.  Trustees. — Since  the  subject  of  the  operation  of  statutes  of 
limitation  in  reference  to  trusts  has  elsewhere  been  considerec|  at 
length,'^  it  is  unnecessary  to  add  more  at  this  pmnt  than  to  say 

that  generally  speaking  a  trustee  under  an  express  trust  cannot 
take  advantage  of  the  statute  of  limitations  as  against  the  benefi- 
ciaries, because  in  law  his  possession  is  the  possession  of  the  cestui 
que  trust  But  this  reasoning  does  not  apply  to  implied  trusts  and 
therefore  a  trustee  under  an  implied  trust  may  normally  plead  the 
statute  of  limitations.^^    Also,  it  may  be  here  stated  tibat  tiie  de- 

4.  Note:  8  A.  S.  R.  206.  582,  31  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  514. 

5.  Barnes  v.  Tnmer,  14  Okla.  284,  8.  Chapman  v.  Doi^lass  Connty,  107 
78  Pac.  108,  2  Ann.  Cas.  391  and  note,  U.  S.  348,  2  S.  Ct.  62, 27  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
10  L.R.A.(N.8.)  478.  378. 

6.  Barnes  v.  Turner,  14  Okla.  284,  Note :  2  Ann.  Cas.  395. 

78  Pac.  108,  2  Ann.  Cas.  391,  10  9.  Arapahoe  v.  Albee,  24  Neb,  242, 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  478.  38  N.  W.  737,  8  A.  S.  R.  202. 

7.  King  Iron  Bridge,  etc.,  Co.  v.     10.  See  snpra,  par.  162,  163. 

Otoe  County,  124  U.  8.  469,  8  S.  Ct.      11.  Pierce  t.  Peny,  189  Man.  332, 
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fense  of  the  statute  of  limitations  cannot  be  invoked  by  a  partici- 
pant in  a  breach  of  trust  any  more  than  Ivy  the  trustee  himself.^* 
As  regards  strangers,  however,  the  statute  of  limitations  runs  in 
favor  of  trustees  for  the  protection  of  the  trust  estates.** 

327.  Executors  and  Administrators. — The  general  rule  is  that  the 
right  to  plead  the  statute  of  limitations  is  a  persona]  privilege  and 
that  persons  standing  in  the  place  of  the  par^  having  the  personal 
privilege,  such  as  executors,  administrators  or  trustees,  may  set  up 
such  defense,^*  and  it  is  well  settled,  both  in  England  and  this 
country,  that  an  executor  may  or  may  not  at  his  pleasure  plead 
the  statute  of  limitations  in  reference  to  claims  against  the  estate." 
Thus  the  statute  of  limitations  runs  in  favor  of  the  executors  or 
administrators  of  deceased  officers  of  a  corporation-  in  the  same  way 
as  it  would  in  favor  of  such  officers  themselves,  as  against  clfums 
to  hold  such  officers  liable  to  creditors  of  the  corporation  for  mis- 
feasance or  malfeasance  in  office.**  It  has  sometimes  been  provided 
by  statute  that  an  order  to  revive  an  action  against  the  representa- 
tives of  a  defendant  ^all  not  be  made  witiiout  the  consent  of 
such  representatives  unless  in  one  year  from  the  time  it  could  have 
been  first  made."  But  where  a  person  during  his  lifetime,  as  execu- 
tor, stands  in  the  relation  of  trustee  to  a  fund,  and  therefore  cannot 
pl^  the  statute  of  limitations  in  respect  thereto,  his  representatives, 
after  his  death,  stand  in  no  better  position,  and  cannot  plead  the 
statute."  An  ^ecutor  or  administrator  cannot  set  up  the  statute  of 
limitations  as  against  the  rights  of  the  next  of  kin  or  persons  entitled 
to  tiie  distribution  of  assets  of  the  estate,**  unless  they  repudiate  the 
trust,  or  set  up  claims  in  their  own  rights.**  Accordingly  an  execu- 

76  N.  E.  734, 109  A.  8.  E.  637;  Shelby  by  Harrigan  v.  Qilchrirt,  121  Wis.  127, 

V.  Shelby,  Cooke  (Tenn.)  179,  5  Am.  99  N.  W.  909. 

Dee.  686;  Newman  v.  Newman,  60  W.  -   17.  Arkansas  City  First  Nat.  Bank 

Va.  3n,  65  S.  E.  377,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  v.  Hazie,  27  R.  I.  190,  61  Atl.  171,  8 

370.  -  Ann.  Gas.  1123. 

12.  Duckett  v.  National  Mechanics'  18.  Fox  v.  Tay,  89  Cal.  339,  24  Pac. 
Bank,  86  Md.  400,  38  AtL  983,  63  A.  855,  26  Pac.  897,  23  A.  8.  R.  474.  As 
S.  R.  513,  39  Ii.R.A.  84.  to  the  general  effect  of  statutes  of  lim- 

13.  Kingston  v.  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  itation  on  trusts,  see  supra,  par.  162, 
Co.,  241  Pa.  St.  469,  88  Atl.  763,  49      19.  Blackwell  v.  Blackwell,  33  Ala. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  557.  57,  70  Am.  Dec.  556;  Huflf  v.  McDon- 

14.  Hopkins  v.  Clyde,  71  Ohio  St.  aid,  22  Oa.  131,  68  Am.  Dee.  487; 
141,  72  N.  E.  846, 104  A.  S.  R,  737, 1  Rubey  v.  Bamett,  12  Mo.  3,  49  Am. 
Ann.  Gas.  1000.  Dec.  112;  Deeouche  v.  Savetier.  3 

16.  Leigh  v.  Smith,  38  N.  C.  442,  42  Johns.  Gh.  (N.  Y.)  190,  8  Am.  Dee. 

Am.  Dec.  182.    See  Executors  and  478  and  note ;  Presley  v.  Davis,  7  Rich. 

Administrators,  vol.  11,  p.  216.  Eq.  (S.  C.)  105,  62  Am.  Dec.  396. 

16.  Boyd  V.  Eau  Claire  Mutual  F.     20.  Blackwell  v.  BtackweU,  33  Ala. 

Abs'u,  116  Wis.  155,  90  S.  W.  1086»  57,  70  Am.  Dec  556;  Fox  v.  Tav,  80 

94  N.  W.  171,  96  A.  S.  B.  948,  ai  Cal.  339,  24  Pae.  855,  26  Pac.- 897.  23 

L.R.A.  018,  overmled  on  uiother  point  A.  S.  R.  474.  As  to  the  general  effeet 
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tor  of  a  will  who  agrees  with  a  legatee  to  whom  a  sum  of  money 

has  been  bequeathed  by  the  will  to  hold  the  same  and  pay  it  to 
the  legatee  in  monthly  instalments  becomes  the  trustee  of  an  express 
trust,  and  the  statute  of  limitations  will  not  run  in  his  favor  against 
the  l^atee.^ 

328.  Directors  of  Corporations  Generally.— Although  it  has  been 
held  that  managers  of  a  savings  bank  are  trustees  for  d^ositors, 
so  that  the  statute  of  limitations  does  not  run  against  a  claim  of 
injury  by  neglect  on  their  part,'  and  that  the  statute  of  limitations 
does  not  apply  to  a  case  in  which  the  directors  have  misapplied  funds 
in  relation  to  whidb  they  stood  in  the  position  of  trustees,'  the  gen- 
erally accepted  view  is  that  directors  of  a  corporation  are  trustees 
under  implied  trusts/  and  not  trustees  under  a  technical  or  con- 
tinuing trust  such  as  would  exempt  them  from  the  operation  of 
the  statute  of  limitations.'  Hence  the  statute  of  limitations  runs 
in  favor  of  the  directors  and  officers  of  a  corporation,'  and  a  former 
director  may  rely  on  the  statute  as  a  defense  when  be  ceased  to 
occupy  his  office  as  such  more  than  the  statutory  period  before  suit 
is  brought  against  him  seeking  to  fix  liability  on  him.^  And  the 
relation  of  officers  and  directors  of  the  corporation  to  it  and  its  stock- 
holders is  not  such  as  to  prevent  their  taking  the  benefit  of  the  statute 
of  limitatioiu  in  an  acti(m  to  hold  them  liable  for  mufeasanoe  or 
malfeasance  in  office,'  even  when  the  suit  is  one  in  equity  brought 
by  a  stockholder.'  Stockholders  have  successfully  raised  the  defense 
of  the  statute  of  limitations  as  a  protection  against  the  recovery  of 

of  a  repudiation  of  a  trust  on  Uie  rou-  6.  Boyd  t.  Gau  Claire  Hutaal  Fire 

ning  of  statutes  of  limitation,  see  Ass'n,  116  Wis.  165,  90  N.  W.  1086, 

supra,  par.  162.  94  N.  W.  171,  96  A.  8.  R.  948,  61 

1.  Qlennon  v.  Harris,  149  Ala.  236,  L.R.A.  918,  overruled  on  another  point 
42  So.  1003,  13  Ann.  Cas.  1163,  9  by  Hazrigan  t.  Qilehrist,  121  Wis. 
L.K.A.(N.S.)  214  and  note.  127,  99  N.  W.  909. 

2.  Williams  v.  McKay,  40  N.  J.  Eq.  7.  Emerson  v.  Guither,  103  Md.  664, 
189,  53  Am.  Rep.  775.  64  Atl.  26,  7  Ann.  Cas.  1114,  8  L.R.A. 

3.  In  re  Exchange  Banking  Co.,  21  (N.S.)  738;  Spering's  Appeal,  71  Pa. 
Ch.  D.  519,  52  L.  J.  Ch.  217,  48  L.  T.  St.  11,  10  Am.  Rep.  684. 

N.  S.  86,  31  W.  R.  174,  16  Eng.  Rul     8.  Emerson  v.  Gaither.  103  Md.  664, 

Cas.  262.  64  Atl.  26,  7  Ann.  Cas.  1114,  8  L.R.A. 

4.  Emeison  v.  Gaither,  103  Md.  564,  (N.S.)  738;  Landis  t.  Saxton,  105  Mo. 
64  Atl.  26,  7  Ann.  Caa.  1114,  8  L.R.A.  486,  16  8/  W.  912,  24  A.  S.  R,  403; 
(N.S.)  7^.  See  Corporations,  vol.  Boyd  v.  Eau  Claire  Mutual  Fire  Ass'n, 
7,  p.  456.  116  Wis.  156,  90  N.  W.  1086,  94  N. 

5.  Lexington,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Bridges,  W.  171,  96  A.  S.  R.  948,  61  L.R.A. 
7B.  Mon.  (Ky.)  556,46  Am.  Dec.  528  ;  918,  overruled  on  another  point  by 
Baxter  v.  Mosea,  77  Me.  465,  1  Atl.  Harrigan  v.  Gilchrist,  121  Wis.  127,  99 
350,  52  Am.  Rep.  783;  Landis  v.  Sax-  N.  W.  909. 

ton,  105  Mo.  486,  16  S.  W.  912,  24  A.      Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1912B  654. 
S.  R.  403;  Wallace  v.  Lincoln  Sav.     9.  Wallace  v.  Linoobi  8sv.  Bank,  89 
Bank,  89  Tenn.  630,  15  8.  W.  448,  24  Tenn.  630,  16  S.  W.  448,  24  A.  8.  It. 
A.  8.  B.  626.  625. 
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dividends  paid  them  which  should  have  been  used  to  pay  the  corpo- 
rate debts.  The  doctrine  that  the  dividends  were  a  part  of  a  trust 
fund,  and  should  be  regarded  as  having  been  received  by  them  as 
such,  and  held  by  them  as  trustees,  has  been  deemed  inapplicable, 
since  tnuts  within  the  exception  to  the  statute  of  limitations  are 
those  express  and  continuing  trusts  which  are  within  the  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  courts  of  equity  and  are  not  cognizable  at  law.^^  In 
this  connection  it  may  be  added  that  the  fact  that  the  liability  of 
stockholders  of  a  corporation  for  corporate  debts  has  become  barred 
by  the  statute  of  limitations  does  not  prevent  the  enforcement  of  their 
liability  as  directors,  although  they  are  sued  in  both  capacities  in 
the  same  action.^^ 

329.  Effect  ef  Statutes  as  to  Directors.— The  statutes  of  limitations 
applicable  to  proceedings  against  directors  necessarily  vary  in  the 
different  jurisdictions.  For  example  a  statute  regulating  the  liar 
bility  of  trustees  may  contain  provisions  for  the  limitation  of  actions 
against  them  and  such  law  with  its  accompanying  limitations  may 
be  applicable  to  corporate  directoi^.^*  A  statute  providing  that  if 
the  officers  of  any  corporation  shall  n^lect  or  refuse  to  file  the 
certificate  required  by  law  they  shall  jointly  and  severally  be  liable 
for  all  debts  of  such  corporation  contracted  during  the  period  of  such 
neglect  or  refusal  has  been  held  to  create  a  statutory,  and  not  a 
penal,  liability,  which  may  become  barred  under  a  limitation  law 
appUcable  to  all  actions  founded  on  any  contract  or  liability,  express 
or  implied,  not  in  writing.'*  Elsewhere  it  has  been  held  that  if 
by  the  statutes  of  a  state,  the  trustees  or  directors  of  a  corporation 
become  liable  to  its  creditors  for  the  amount  of  its  debts  on  the 
failure  to  make  an  annual  report  required  by  such  statute,  an  action 
to  enforce  such  statute  must,  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute  of 
limitations,  be  deemed  an  action  for  a  penalty,  and  must,  therefore, 
be  commenced  within  the  time  specified  in  such  statute  for  com- 
mencing actions  to  recover  penalties.'*  It  seems  that  suits  against 
the  directore  of  a  corporation  for  injury  suffered  by  it,  through  their 
negligence  and  mismanagement,  fall  within  that  clause  of  a  statute 
of  limitations  providing  the  time  within  which  actions  may  be  brought 
on  contracts,  because  the  relation  of  a  director  to  a  corporation  implies 

10.  Lexington  Life,  etc.,  Ins.  Go.  t.  [1894]  1  Ch.  616,  63  L.  J.  Ch.  291,  70 
Page,  17  B.  Hon.  (Ky.)  412,  66  Am..  L.  T.  N.  S.  286,  42  W.  R.  404,  7  Eng. 
Dee.  166.  Rul.  Gas.  613  and  note. 

11.  Boyd  T.  Ean  Clain  Matnal  Fire  IS.  Nebraaka  Nat.  Bank  v.  Walsh, 
ABs'n,  116  Wis.  155,  90  N.  W.  1086,  68  Ark.  433,  69  8.  W.  952,  82  A.  S.  R. 
94  K  W.  171,  96  A.  8.  B.  948,  61  301, 

L.RA.  918,  overrnled  on  another  point  14.  State  8av..Baiik  t.  Johnson,  18 
hy  Harrigan  t.  GUehrist,  121  Wis.  127,  If ont.  440,  45  Pac.  662,  66  A.  8.  R. 
99  N.  W.  909.  691,  33  L.R.A.  552. 

12.  Tn  re  Lands  Allotment   Go.,     Note:  96  A.  8.  R.  089. 
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a  contract  that  he  will  use  ordinary  diligence  in  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  his  office,  and  an  action  for  omission  of  such  duty  is 
an  action  for  a  breach  of  this  implied  contract.'*  The  statutory 
liability  of  stockholders  for  corporate  debts  is  regarded,  not  as  of 
statutory  origin,  but  as  a  statutory  preservation  of  the  common  law 
liability  which  the  members  would  incur  as  partners,  and  therefore 
an  action  to  enforce  such  liability  is  regarded  as  an  action  on  a 
contract  and  not  as  an  action  on  a  statute,  within  the  meaning  of  a 
statute  of  limitations.'* 

330.  Partners. — As  long  as  a  partnership  exists,  the  defenses  of 
laches  and  limitations  are  not  effective  as  between  the  partners.*' 
In  an  action  in  equity  to  ascertain  and  recover  a  deceased  partner's 
interest  in  the  ultimate  distribution  of  partnership  assets  the  assets, 
as  between  the  defendant  and  the  successor  of  his  deceased  partner, 
must  be  regarded  as  personal  property  held  by  the  defendant  in 
trust  for  the  purpose  of  distribution  according  to  the  equitable  rules 
governing  such  property.**  The  time  after  which  it  is  too  late  to 
prosecute  with  success  a  suit  against  a  partner  for  an  accounting 
or  to  compel  him  to  discharge  a  liability  existing  in  favor  of  his 
late  partner  and  growing  out  of  their  partnership  relations  is  diffi- 
cult to  determine  in  the  light  of  the  conflicting  decision?.  Like 
other  equitable  proceedings,  a  suit  for  such  purpose  is  subject  to 
the  rule  that  to  obtain  relief  in  chancery  the  suitor  must  e.>tercise 
reasonable  diligence  and  redress  may  be  denied  solely  on  the  ground 
of  his  laches,  though  no  statute  of  limitation  applies."  Failure  to 
prosecute  an  action  for  a  partnership  accounting  until  ten  years  after 
the  death  of  a  partner  has  been  held  not  to  be  undue  delay  where  the 
defendant  has  not  been  prejudiced  thereby,  he  having  enjoyed  the 
possession  of  the  property  and  its  proceeds  during  the  interval.-"  It 
seems  that  the  foregoing  general  rules  do  not  apply  where  a  partner- 
ship is  formed  for  a  single  transaction  and  that  in  such  cases  the 
statute  of  limitations  may  begin  to  run  between  the  partners  from 
the  time  when,  the  work  being  completed,  one  copartner  received 
the  whole  sum  due  to  both.*  In  behalf  of  partners  acting  together 
as  against  strangers,  the  statute  of  limitations  runs  as  in  ordinary 
cases  in  behalf  of  individuals.  For  example  if  a  partnership  notis 
is  executed  in  one  state  by  a  partner  resident  therein,  while  another 
partner  is  a  resident  of  another  state,  a  right  of  action,  in  default 

16.  Wallace  t.  Lincohi  Sav.  Bank,  Atl.  180,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  780. 
89  Tenn.  630,  15  S.  W.  448,  24  A.  S.     18.  See  Partkbrship. 


IB.  Coining     McCullou^,  1  N.  T.     20.  McPfaeraon  t.  Swift,  22  S.  D. 
47,  49  Am.  Dec.  287,  overruling  Free-  165,  116  K.  W.  76, 133  A.  S.  R.  907. 
land  T.  MeCullongh,  1  Denio  (N.  T.)      1.  Hamilton  v.  Hamilton,  18  Pa.  St. 


R.625. 


19.  Note:  40  A.  S.  B.  574. 


414,  43  Am.  Dec.  685. 

IV.  Wiley  V.  Wiley,  115  Md.  646,  81 


20,  55  Am.  Dee.  585. 
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of  payment,  as  against  the  latter,  accrues  in  the  state  of  his  residence, 
and  if  the  right  of  action  becomes  barred  in  such  state  by  the  statute 
of  limitations,  such  bar  is  effective  and  conclusiv«  against  the  holder 
of  the  note  in  a  third  state.* 

Relationship  Based  on  Privity  of  Estate 

331.  General  Principles. — Although  it  is  generally  true  that  the 
{statute  of  limitations  is  a  plea  personal  to  the  debtor,  which  he  may 
use  or  waive,  as  he  pleases,  and  which  one  who  is  a  stranger  to  him, 
standing  in  no  relation  of  privity  in  estate  with  him,  cannot  use, 
yet  where  there  ia  a  privity  between  the  party  who  could,  if  surd, 
plead  the  statute  and  the  party  offering  to  plead  it,  the  latter  nuiy 
plead  it  to  save  his  property.*  Such  is  the  case  with  heirs;*  ven- 
dees,^ unless  the  grant  is  fraudulent;*  and  mortgagees.'  Broadly 
speaJdng  any  person  who  claims  title  to,  or  interest  in,  any  real 
estate  may  invoke  the  aid  of  the  statute  of  limitations  as  against 
a  claimant  whose  claim  is  prior  in  time  to  the  person  invoking  the 
aid  of  ihe  statute,  when  the  prior  claim  has  been  barred  by  the 
statute  of  limitations.^  < 

332.  Junior  Lien  Holders. — The  bar  of  the  statute  of  limitations 
may  be  invoked  by  a  junior  lien  claimant  in  all  cases  when  the  l>ar 
could  be  invoked  by  the  debtor,  unless  he  has,  by  agreement  or 
otJaerwise,  estopped  himself.  Such  claimant  may  also  invoke  tlie 
bar.  in  case  the  senior  claimant  has  had  either  actual  or  constructive 
notice  of  the  subsequent  lien,  although  the  right  of  action  may 
still  be  alive  as  against  the  debtor,  provided  the  full  period  of  time 

2.  Lewis  V.  Hyams,  26  Nev.  68,  63  109,  107  Pac.  799,  136  A.  S.  R.  100.  20 
Pac.  126,  64Pac.  817,  99  A.  S.  R.  677.  Ann.  Cas.  42,  29  L.R.A.(N.S.)  i):iO; 

3.  Hopkins  v.  Clyde,  71  Ohio  St.  Colonial,  etc.,  Morlg.  Co.  v.  Northwest 
141,  72  N.  E.  846,  104  A.  S.  R.  737  Thresher  Co.,  14  N.  D.  147,  103  N.  W. 
and  note,  1  Ann.  Cas.  1000;  Tiiisley  915.  116  A.  S.  R.  642,  8  Ann.  Cas. 
V.  Li.mbard,  46  Ore.  9,  78  Pac.  895, 114  IIGO,  70  L.R.A.  834;  Paine  v.  Dodds, 
A.  S.  R.  844;  Walker  v.  Burgess,  44  14  N.  D.  189, 103  N.  W.  931, 116  A.  S. 
W.  Va.  399,  30  S.  E.  99,  67  A.  S.  R.  R.  674;  Hopkins  v.  Clyde,  71  Ohio  St. 
775.              ,  141,  72  N.  E.  846,  104  A.  S.  R.  737,  1 

4.  Riser  v.  Snoddy,  7  Ind.  442,  65  Ann.  Cas.  1000  and  note;  George  v. 
Am.  Dec.  740  and  note;  Colonial,  etc.,  Butler,  26  Wash.  456,  67  Pac.  263,  90 
Mortg.  Co.  V.  Flemington,  14  N.  D.  A.  S.  R.  756,  57  L.R.A.  396. 

181,  103  N.  W.  929,  116  A.  S.  R.  670  Note:  1  Ann.  Cas.  1003. 

and  note;  Hopkins  v.  Clyde,  71  Ohio  6.  Baldwin  v.  Williams,  74  Ark.  316, 

St.  141,  72  N.  E.  846,  104  A.  S.  R.  737  86  S.  W.  423,  109  A.  S.  R.  81,  4  Ann. 

and  note,  1  Ann.  Cas.  1000.  Cas.  1097. 

Note:  104  A.  S.  R.  768.  7.  Walker  v.  Burgess,  44  W.  Va. 

6.  Evans  v.  Faireloth-Byrd  Mercan-  399,  30  S.  E.  99,  67  A.  S.  R.  775. 

tile  Co.,  165  Ala.  176,  51  So.  785,  21  8.  Boueofaki  v.  Jacobsen,  36  Utah 

Ann.  Cas.  1164;  Mahaffyv.Farris,  144  165,  104  Pac.  U7,  26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

Ja.  220,  122  N.  AV.  934.  24  L.R.A.  898, 
(N.S.)  840;  Cooper  v.  Rhea,  82  Kan. 
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required  by  the  statute  has  elapsed  since  the  iuterest  of  the  subse- 
quent lien  holder  was  acquired,  and  the  senior  claimant  has  had 
either  actual  or  constructive  notice  of  such  interest  for  that  period 
of  time.*  On  these  principles  the  holder  of  a  junior  mortgage  may 
plead  the  statutory  bar  against  the  enforcement  of  a  senior  mortgage,** 
even  though  the  mortgagor  declines  to  plead  the  statute.**  But 
when  a  first  mortgagee  sues  to  foreclose  his  mortgage  and  makes  a 
holder  of  a  second  mortgage  a  party  to  the  action,  and  the  latter 
does  not  contest  the  former's  claim  nor  his  right  of  priority,  but 
files  a  cross-complaint  for  the  foreclosure  of  his  mortgage  as  a  subse- 
quent lien,  there  is  no  privity  between  the  parties  which  enables 
the  first  mortgagee  to  plead  the  statute  of  limitations  against  the 
second  mortgagee.*^  In  this  connection  it  may  be  noted  that  one 
who  has  acquired  the  rights  of  a  vendor  to  his  lien  for  the  purcha.«e 
money  is  protected  by  the  statute  of  limita,tion8  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  vendor  would  have  been.** 

333.  Assignees  and  Receivers. — Neither  a  court  of  equity  nor  a 
receiver  appointed  by  it  is  exempt  from  the  operation  of  the  statute 
of  limitations.'*  Statutes  may  fix  the  time  for  the  commencement 
of  actions  by  ap  assignee  in  bankruptcy,  and  such  laws  may  apply  to 
all  judicial  contests  between  the  assignee  and  any  person  whose 
inters  is  adverse  to  his.  Where  such  a  law  exists,  however,  an' 
exception  in  the  ca^e  of  fraud  may  be  implied  on  the  ground  that 
under  general  principles,  where  an  action  is  intended  to  obtain 
redress  against  a  fraud  concealed  by  the  party^  or  which  from  its 
nature  remains  secret,  the  bar  does  not  commence  to  run  until  the 
fraud  is  discovered.**  The  statute  of  limitations  does  not  run  in 
favor  of  an  assignee  for  the  benefit  of  creditors  until  relieved,  removed, 
or  discharged  by  order  of  the  proper  courts,  as  against  a  creditor  of 
the  assignor  who  has  shown  himself  entiUed  to  the  benefits  of  the 
assignment** 

Persons  in  Gontractual  Relationship 

334,  Husband  and  Wife. — The  statute  of  limitations  does  not  ordi- 
narily apply  as  between  a  husband  and  wife,*'  and  there  is  no  statute 

9.  Boucofski  v.  Jacobsen,  36  Utah  9  S.  E.  209,  25  A.  8.  R.  826. 
165,  104  Pac.  117,  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)      Note:  71  A.  S.  R.  355. 

898.  16.  Bailey  v.  Glover,  21  Wall.  342, 

10.  Hopkins  V.  Clyde,  71  Ohio  St  22  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  636. 

141,  72  N.  E.  846, 104  A.  S.  E.  737,  1  16.  Mellhenny  Co.  v.  Todd,  71  Tex. 

Ann.  Caa.  1000.  400,  9  S.  W.  445,  10  A.  S.  R.  763. 

11.  Note:  104  A.  S.  R.  763.  17.  Parrett  v.  Palmer,  8  Ind.  App. 

12.  Tinsley  v.  Lombard,  46  Ore.  9,  356,  35  N.  E.  713,  52  A.  S.  R.  479; 
78  Pae.  895,  114  A.  S.  R.  844.  Charmley  v.  Charmley,  126  Wis.  297, 

13.  Note:  104  A.  S.  R.  766.  103  N.  W.  1106,  110  A.  S.  R.  827. 
U.  Laidley  v.  Smith,  32  W.  Va.  387,     Note:  104  A.  S.  a  749. 
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of  Hmitataons  available  to  a  husband  as  a  bar  to  his  wife's  equitable 
claim  against  him.^^  But  this  rule  does  not  extend  to  a  cause  of 
action  not  arising  out  of  transactions  between  them  and  against 
which  such  statute  commenced  to  run  before  the  husband  and  wife 
became  adversaries  in  respect  thereto."  Where  a  wife  places  a  fund 
in  the  hands  of  her  husband  under  an  agreement  that  he  is  to  use 
and  improve  it  for  her  benefit,  with  no  time  fixed  for  an  accounting 
and  settlement  between  tiiem,  the  statute  of  limitations  does  not  begin 
to  run  against  her,  and  in  his  favor,  until  after  a  demand  for  a 
settlement,  and  a  refusal  by  him  to  pay.  Transactions  between  hus- 
band and  wife  in  this  regard  are  looked  upon  differently  than  if 
they  were  steangers.  The  courts  lean  to  the  view  that  in  such  cases 
the  husband's  possession  of  the  wife's  funds  is  similar  to  that  of 
any  other  depositary  holding  money  subject  to  the  owner's  orders.** 
In  spite  of  the  weight  of  authority  to  the  contrary,  it  has  been  held 
that  a  general  statute  of  limitations  may  apply  to  contracts  between 
husband  and  wife,  and  that  therefore  she  cannot  maintain  an  action 
upon  a  promissory  note  executed  by  him  to  her,  after  the  expiration 
of  the  time  allowed  by  law  for  the  commencement  of  actions  on 
such  instrument.' 

335.  Attorney  and  Client. — An  attorney  may  plead  the  statute  of 
limitations  in  an  action  brought  against  him  by  his  clients  for 
money  collected  by  the  attorney  but  not  paid  over  to  the  clients.* 
Similarly  he  may  avail  himself  of  the  statute  in  an  action  by  a  client 
for  the  misfeasance  or  nonfeasance  based  on  the  attorney's  breach 
of  duty.*  But  the  statute  of  limitations  will  not  bar  a  claim  agmnst  an 
attorney  for  money  collected  by  him,  unless  there  was  a  demand 
and  refusal  to  pay  it  ovot,  yet  the  presumption  of  payment  or  release 
arising  from  lapse  of  time  will,  when  properly  relied  on,  by  analogy 
to  the  statute,  defeat  the  action,  where,  under  dififerent  circumstances, 
the  statute  would  apply,  unless  the  facta  should  be  such  as  to  repel 
the  presumption.*  The  relationship  existing  between  an  attorney 
and  client  is  at  the  most  but  a  constructive  trust,  and  does  not  belong 
to  that  class  of  express,  continuing,  and  subsisting  trusts  to  which 
the  statute  is  in  equity  held  to  be  inapplicable.* 

336.  Principal  and  Agent — The  statute  of  limitations  may  operate 
in  favor  of  a  factor,*  or  agent  A  statute  that  bars  a  claim  against 
an  agent  equally  protects  those  on  whose  behalf  he  acted  as  agent 

18.  Bowie  V.  Stonestreet,  6  Md.  418,  (Miss.)  328,  53  Am.  Dec.  88. 
61  Am.  Dee.  318.  3.  Note:  126  A.  S.  E.  950. 

19.  Charmley  v.  Charmley,  125  Wis.  4.  Roberts  v.  Armstrong,  1  Bush 
297, 103  N.  W.  1106, 110  A.  S.  R.  827.  (Ky.)  263,  89  Am.  Dec.  624. 

20.  Note:  138  A.  S.  R.  182.  5.  Cook  v.  Rives,  13  Smedes  ft  M. 

1.  Tn  re  Deaner,  126  la.  701,  102  N.  (Miss.)  328,  53  Am.  Dee.  88. 

W.  825,  106  A.  S.  R.  374.  6.  Judah  v.  Dyott,  3  Blackf.  (Ind.) 

2.  Cook  V.  Rives,  13  Smedes  &  M.  324,  25  Am.  Dec.  112. 
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where  there  are  no  circumstances  of  equity  to  prevent  the  op«ratioti 
of  the  statute  in  their  favor.  The  concealment  of  the  fact  of  the 
agency  where  there  is  no  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  principals  is 
insufficient  for  that  purpose.'  Where  the  relationship  between  prin- 
cipal and  agent  is  that  of  trustee  and  cestui  que  trust,  there  must, 
as  in  other  cases  of  trust,  be  a  termination  of  the  relationship  by  a 
demand  and  accounting  or  by  a  repudiation  or  other  step  having 
this  effect.*  Thus  the  statute  of  limitations  will  not  begin  to  run 
in  favor  of  a  bailee  until  he  denies  the  bailment,  and  converts  the 
property  to  his  own  use.'  Similarly  where  a  person  holds  possession 
or  receives  rents  in  a  fiduciary  capacity,  time  does  not  run  in  his 
favor  against  the  beneficiary;  and  where  the  person  who  has  acted 
as  agent  for  an  intestate  continues  to  receive  rents,  prof^ing  to 
do  so  on  behalf  of  the  persons  who  shall  be  ascertained  to  be  heirs 
at  law,  the  true  heir  may,  notwithstanding  the  lapse  of  the  statuton' 
limitation  period,  adopt  the  agency  and  make  good  bis  claim  to  the 
land  and  accumulations  of  rent.*" 

337.  Principal  and  Surety. — A  claim  barred  by  the  statute  of  lim- 
itations as  against  the  principal  debtor  is  barred  also  as  again^  the 
surety,''  but  a  statute  barring  suit  after  a  designated  time  against 
sureties  does  not  necessarily  prevent  suit  against  the  principal.**  Stat- 
utes may  fix  the  period  within  which  one  surety  who  has  been  com- 
pelled to  pay  the  debt  may  maintain  action  against  his  cosurety  for 
contribution."  The  statute  of  limitations  may  be  pleaded  to  an  action 
for  money  had  and  received,  brought  to  recover  surplus  moneys  col- 
lected by  a  surety  or  indorser  on  securities  deposited  with  him  by  the 
principal  debtor  for  his  indemnification,  after  such  surety  or  indorser 
has  been  reimbursed  the  amount  which  he  has  been  compelled  to 
pay  for  the  debtor.**  Incidentally  it  may  be  noted  that  since  the 
undertaking  of  a  surety  is  not  a  collateral  one,  but  an  absolute  cove- 
nant to  pay  the  judgment  appealed  from,  the  time  for  bringing  an 
action  on  such  an  undertaking  has  been  considered  as  regulated  not 
by  that  part  of  a  statute  of  limitations  which  related  to  actions  on 
judgments,  but  by  the  part  which  related  to  actions  on  sealed  instru- 
ments for  the  payment  of  money.^' 

7.  Ware  t.  Oalveeton  aty  Co.,  Ill  38  W.  R.  353,  16  Eng.  Rul.  Gas.  342 
U.  S.  170,  4  S.  Ct.  337,  28  U.  S.  (L.  and  note. 


8.  Judah  v.  Dyott,  3  Blaekf.  (Ind.)  642,  59  Am.  Rep.  459. 
324,  25  Am.  Dee.  112.  18.  Beridn  v.  Marsh,  18  Hont.  152, 

9.  Reizenstein  v.  Marqnardt,  75  la.  44  Pac.  528,  56  A.  S.  R.  565. 

294,  39  N.  W.  506,  9  A.  S.  R.  477, 1     18.  Neilaoa  v.  Piy,  16  Ohio  St.  552, 
L.R.A.  318.    As  to  the  period  from  91  Am.  Dec.  110  and  note, 
which  the  statute  of  limitations  runs     14.  Finney  t.  Cochran,  1  Watts  ft  S. 


10.  Lyell  V.  Kennedy,  14  App.  Cas.  16.  Note:  38  A.  S.  R.  714. 
437,  Ii.-sr.  F.  B.  268,  62  L.  T.  N.  S.  77, 
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11.  Auohunpans^  T.  Scimiidt,  70  la. 
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(Pa.)  112,  37  Am.  Dee.  460  and  note. 


17  R.  C.  L. 


LIMITATION  OF  ACTIONS 


§§  338,  339 


338.  Garnishees. — Inasmuch  as  the  plea  of  limitations  is  gener- 
ally eoDsidOTed  a  personal  privilege  of  the  debtor,  it  seems  that  Ihe 
garnishee  cannot  set  up  the  plea  of  limitations  on  behalf  of  the 
debtor.  But  he  may  plead  the  statute  of  limitations  as  to  the  debt 
which  it  ia  allied  that  he  owes  the  principal  debtor.**  Therefore 
an  appearance  of  the  debtor  himself  is  not  necessary  in  order  that 
iht  defense  may  be  interposed,  since  it  may  be  made  in  his  behalf 
by  the  garnishee.*' 


339.  The  King. — It  is  a  maxim  of  the  common  law  that  when  an 
act  of  Parliament  is  made  for  the  public  good,  the  advancement  of 
religion  and  justice,  and  to  prevent  injury  and  wrong,  the  king 
shall  be  bound  by  such  act,  though  not  named ;  but  when  a  statute 
is  general,  and  any  prerogative  right,  title  or  interest  would  be  divested 
or  taken  from  the  king,  in  such  case  he  shall  not  be  bound,  unless  the 
statute  is  made  by  express  words  to  extend  to  bim.**  It  is  on  this 
principle  tliat  by  the  English  common  law  statutes  of  limitations 
do  not  apply  to  actions  brought  by  the  crown,  unless  there  be  an 
express  provision  including  it.**  It  is  a  maxim  of  great  antiquity  in 
the  English  law  that  no  time  runs  against  the  crown,  or,  as  it  is 
expressed  in  the  early  writers,  nullum  tempus  occurrit  regi.**  The 
reason  sometimes  assigned  why  no  laches  shall  be  imputed  to  the 
king  is  that  he  is  continually  busied  for  the  public  good,  and  has  no 
leisure  to  assert  his  rights  within  the  period  limited  to  his  subjects.' 
But  a  better  reason  is  the  great  public  policy  of  preserving  public 
rights  and  property  from  damage  and  loss  through  the  negligence 
of  public  officers  *  By  statute  in  England,  however,  the  crown  is 
precluded  from  bringing  an  action  more  than  sixty  years  after  the 

16.  Note:  104  A,  S.  R.  756.  v.  McGowan,  4  Bibb  (Ky.)  62,  7  Am. 

17.  Mason  v.  Union  Mills  Paper  Dee.  737;  Atty.-Qen.  v.  Revere  Cop- 
Mfg.  Co.,  81  Md.  446,  32  Atl.  311,  48  per  Co.,  152  Mass.  444,  25  N.  E.  605, 


18.  People  V.  Herkimer,  4  Cow.  (N.  W.  Va.  544,  33  S.  E.  326,  76  A.  S.  R. 
Y.)  345,  15  Am.  Dec.  379  and  note.  334. 

19.  United  States  v.  Thompson,  98  Note:  101  A.  S.  R.  151. 

U.  S.  486,  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  194;  SU  1.  United  States  v.  Thompson,  98 

Charles  Countv  v.  Powell,  22  Mo.  525,  U.  S.  486,  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  194;  Ral- 

66  Am.  Dec.  637;  People  v.  Herkimer,  ston  v.  Weston,  46  W.  Va.  544,  33  S. 

4  Cow.  (N.  Y.)  345,  15  Am.  Dec.  379;  K.  326,  76  A.  S.  R.  834. 

Com.  V.  McQowan,  4  Bibb  (Ky.)  62,  Note:  101  A.  S.  R.  151. 

7  Am.  Dec.  737.  2.  St.  Charles  County  v.  Powell,  22 

20.  United  States  v.  Thompson,  98  Mo.  525,  66  Am.  Dee.  637. 
U.  S.  486,  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  194;  Com.  Note:  101  A.  S.  B.  151. 
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right  has  accrued,  except  in  respect  of  reversionary  intereste.'  While 
therefore  in  ordinary  cases  the  I^se  of  time  cannot  be  pleaded  in 
bar  of  the  claim  of  the  crown,  in  respect  of  a  certain  and  permanent 
interest,  nor  can  laches  be  imputed  to  the  crown,  a  grant  from  the 
crown  may  be  presumed  after  a  long  continued  possession  by  a 
subject  without  interference  on  the  part  of  the  crown>  Aa  regards 
the  immunity  of  a  foreign  government  suing  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  from  the  penalties  of  laches,  it  seems  doubtful  whether 
the  maxim  nullum  tempus  can  be  invoked  in  behalf  of  such  a  foreign 
government* 

340.  United  States;  General  Principles.~The  United  States  assert- 
ing rights  vested  in  it  as  a  sovereign  govemmmt  is  not  bound  by 
statutes  of  limitations  unless  Congress  clearly  manifests  its  intention 
that  it  should  be  so  bound,'  and  in  no  event  can  the  federal  govern- 
ment be  bound  by  such  a  statute  passed  by  a  state.  In  this  particular, 
the  United  States,  when  it  sues  as  a  creditor,  occupies  an  exceptional 
position.'  Although  an  individual  may  waive  the  defense  of  the 
statute  of  limitations  either  expressly  or  by  failing  to  plead  the  stat- 
ute, officers  of  the  federal  government  are  not  authorized  to  waive 
limitations  imposed  by  statute  on  suits  against  the  United  States  in 
the  court  of  claims  *  Nor  is  the  United  Stales  barred  by  laches  on 
the  part  of  the  government*  or  of  the  officers  or  agents  of  the  pov- 
emment,^'  however  gross,  in  a  suit  brought  by  it,  as  a  sovereign 
government,  to  enforce  a  public  right  or  to  assert  a  public  interest.*^ 
The  reason  why  the  United  States  is  not  bound  by  the  statute  of 
limitations  is  that  it  is  a  matter  of  public  policy  that  the  public 
interests  shall  not  be  prejudiced  by  the  neglect  of  public  officers. ''^ 

5.  Atty.-Gen.  y.  Severe  Copper  Co.,  8.  486,  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  194;  Chesa- 
152  Mass.  444,  25  N.  E.  605,  9  I/.R.A.  peake,  etc.,  Canal  Co.  t.  United  States, 
510.  223  Fed.  926,  139  G.  C.  A.  406,  LJtA. 

Note:  8  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  177.  1916B  734. 

4.  Baskervile's  Case,  7  Coke  28a,  8  8.  United  States  v.  New  Tork,  160 

Eng.  Rul.  Gas.  17L  .  U.  S.  598,  16  S.  Ct.  402,  40  U.  S.  (L. 

6.  French    Republic   v.    Saratoga  ed.)  551. 

Vichy  Spring  Co.,  191  U.  S.  427,  24  9.  Simmons  v.  Ogle,  105  U.  S.  271, 

S.  Ct  145,  48  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  247.  26  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1087;  Stanley  v. 

Note:  101  A.  S.  R.  158.  Schwalby,  147  U.  S..508, 13  S.  Ct.  418. 

6.  Simmons  v.  Ogle,  105  U.  S.  271,  37  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  259. 

26  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1087;  United  States  10.  Ganssen  v.  United  States,  97  U. 

v.  NashviUe,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  118  U.  S.  S.  584,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1009. 

120,  6  S.  Ct.  1006,  30  U.  S,  (L.  ed.)  11.  United  States  v.  Beebe,  127  U. 

81;  United  States  v.  Beebe,  127  U.  S.  S.  338,  8  B.  Ct.  1083,  32  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

338,  8  S.  Ct.  1083,  32  U.  S,  (L.  ed.)  121;  United  States  v.  Insley,  130  U. 

121;  United  States  v.  Insley,  130  U.  S.  263;  9  S.  Ci.  485,  32  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

S.  263,  9  S.  Ct.  485,  32  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  968. 

968.  13.  Stanley  v.  Schwalby,  147  U.  8. 

Notes:  101  A.  S.  R.  164;  L.R.A.  508,  13  S.  Ct  418,  37  U.  S.  (h.  ed.) 

191 6B  740.  259. 

7.  United  States  v.  Thompson,  98  U. 
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The  rule  is  baaed  upon  the  assumption  that  the  officers  of  the  gov- 
ernment may  be  so  bnaily  engaged  in  the  ordinary  affairs  of  state 
as  to  neglect  a  vindication  of  its  interests  in  the  courts.^' 

341.  Applicationa  of  Principles  as  to  United  States. — ^The  general 
principle  of  the  immunity  of  the  United  States  from  the  operation 
of  the  statute  of  limitations  has  been  implied  in  a  wide  variety  of 
cases.  It  has  been  held  that  the  statute  cannot  be  put  in  motion 
while  the  title  to  a  homestead  is  still  in  the  United  States.^*  And 
it  has  been  said  that  the  possession  of  personal  property  creates  no  bar 
by  limitation  against  the  government,  though  long  and  uninterrupted 
possession  might  raise  tiie  presumption  that  the  government  had 
parted  with  its  title.'*  The  statute  does  not  run  against  the  United 
States,  although  it  is  suing,  on  a  note  or  cause  of  action  acquired 
by  transfer  from  a  private  person,  unless  the  statute  has  begun  to 
run  before  such  transfer  is  made.**  But  where,  before  the  transfer 
to  the  United  States  of  an  instrument  which  was  the  evidence  of 
debt,  the  cause  of  action  has  become  barred,  it  is  obvious  that  the 
transfer  of  such  claim  to  the  United  States  cannot  give  it  any  greater 
validity  than  it  possessed  before  the  transfer.*'  When  the  United 
States,  through  its  lawfully  authorized  agents,  becomes  the  owner 
of  negotiable  paper,  it  takes  such  paper  subject  to  all  the  equities 
existing  against  tiie  person  from  whom  it  purchases  at  the  time  when 
it  acquires  its  title;  and  cannot  therefore  maintain  an  action  upon 
it,  if  at  that  time  all  right  of  action  of  that  person  was  extinguished, 
or  was  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations.*® 

342.  Proceedings  before  Court  of  Claims. — Under  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress a  claim  against  the  United  States  must,  except  where  the  claim- 
ant is  under  certain  disabilities,  be  put  in  suit  by  the  voluntary  action 
of  the  claimant,  or  be  presented  to  the  proper  department  for  settle- 
ment, within  six  years  after  suit  could  be  commenced  thereon  against 
the  government,  or  it  will  be  barred.**  After  the  claim  has  been 
referred  by  the  Treasury  D^artment  to  the  court  of  claims  it  may 
be  there  held  to  be  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations.*®  In  fact 
a  judgment  in  the  court  of  claims  for  the  amount  of  a  claim  which 
the  record  or  evidence  shows  to  be  barred  when  presented  to  the 

13.  French  Republic  v.  Saratoga  18.  United  States  v.  Nashville,  etc., 
Vichy  SpriDg  Co.,  191  U.  S.  427,  24  R.  Co.,  118  V-  S.  120,  6  S.  Ct.  1006,  30 
S.  Ct.  145,  48  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  247.  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  81. 

14.  Nichols  V.  Council,  51  Ark.  26,  19.  United  States  v.  Clark,  96  U.  S. 
9  S.  W.  305,  14  A.  S.  R.  20  and  note.  37,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  696;  Finn  v, 

15.  Bergen  v.  Riggs,  34  lU.  170,  85  United  States,  123  U.  S.  227,  8  S.  Ct 
Am.  Dec.  304.  82,  31  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  128. 

16.  United  States  v.  White,  2  Hill  20.  De  Amaud  v.  United  States,  151 
(N.  Y.)  59,  37  Am.  Dec.  374.  U.  S.  483,  14     Ct.  374,  38  U.  S.  (L. 

17.  United  States  v.  Buford,  3  Pet.  ed.)  244. 
12,  7  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  585. 


Digitized  by 


Goo 


§§  343,  344 


LIMITATION  OF  ACTIONS 


17  R.  C.  L. 


department  would  be  erroneous^'  since  the  court  would  not  then 
have  had  jurisdiction  *  But  the  running  of  the  statute  ceases  on 
the  presentation  of  a  claim  to  the  Treasury  Department,  and  delay 
by  ttie  department  in  disposing  of  the  matter  will  not  impair  the 
rights  of  the  clfumant  •  Suits  to  recover  from  the  federal  govern- 
ment taxes  improperly  collected  are  absolutely  prohibited  until  the 
taxpayer  shall  appeal  to  the  commissioner  of  internal  revenue,  and 
until  the  appeal  has  been  decided,  unless  the  decision  is  postponed 
longer  than-  six  months,  in  which  case  he  is  at  liberty  to  sue  within 
one  year  from  the  time  when  his  appeal  was  taken.* 

343.  Presumption  of  Payment — The  government  is  not  privil^ed 
merely  to  lay  its  claim  before  a  tribunal,  and  demand  allowance 
forthwith.  Speaking  generally,  it  must,  offer  the  same  evidence  as 
an  individual,  both  in  quantity  and  quality,  and  if  it  oS^  none,  or 
if  the  evidence  be  insufficient,  it  fails  precisely  as  the  individual 
fails  in  similar  circumstances.  In  spite  of  the  operation  of  the 
maxim  nullum  tempus  occurrit  regi,  in  behalf  of  the  federal  gov- 
ernment, rules  of  evidence  and  legal  presumptions  are  not  changed 
for  or  against  the  state  as  a  suitor.  Hence  the  fact  that  the  statute 
of  limitations  does  not  apply  against  it  does  not  affect  the  operation 
against  the  state  of  a  presumption  of  payment  from  the  lapse  of 
time,  which  is  simply  a  rule  of  evidence,  affecting  the  burden  of 
proof.*  Accordingly  the  presumption  of  payment  arising  from  lapse 
of  time  applies  to  a  claim  by  the  federal  government  for  dividends 
which  had  been  declared  on  stock  held  by  it  in  a  private  corpo- 
ration .•  In  accord  with  the  general  rule,  the  weight  of  authority 
is  committed  to  the  doctrine  that,  as  to  taxes  or  assessments  due  the 
state  or  other  governmental  body,  the  lapse  of  time,  usually  a  period 
of  twenty  years,  raises  a  presumption  of  payment.  The  presumption 
of  payment  from  lapse  of  time,  however,  both  as  to  taxes  and  debts 
generally  due  the  government,  is  not  conclusive,  but  one  which  may 
be  rebutted  by  evidence  showing  or  tending  to  show  that  no  pay- 
ment has  actually  been  made.' 

344.  States  of  the  American  Union. — The  general  principles  as  to 
the  immunity  of  the  sovereign  from  laches  and  statutes  of  limita- 
tion which  arose  in  England  *  have  been  applied  in  reference  to  the 

1.  Finn  v.  United  States,  123  U.  S.  S.  200,  25  S.  Gt.  426,  40  U.  8.  (U  ed.) 
227,  8  S.  Ct  82,  31  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  128.  724;  Chesapeake,  etc..  Canal  Go. 

2.  United  States  t.  New  York,  160  United  States,  223  Fed.  926, 139  C.  C. 
U.  S.  598,  16  S.  Ct.  402,  40  U.  S.  (L.  A.  406,  L.R.A.1916B  734. 

ed.)  551.  Note:  L.R.A.1916B  740. 

3.  United  States  v.  New  Tork,  160  6.  Chesapeake,  ete.,  Canal  Go.  ▼. 
U.  S.  598,  16  S.  Ct  402,  40  U.  8.  (L.  United  States,  223  Fed.  926, 139  C.  C. 
ed.)  551.  A.  406,  L.R.A.1916B  734  and  note. 

4.  Brainard  v.  Hubbard,  12  WaU.  1,  7.  Note:  L.R.A.1916B  740. 
20  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  272.  8.  See  sapx«,  par.  339. 

6.  United  States  v.  Stinson,  197  U. 
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statutes  of  the  American  union.  Statutes  of  luoaitationa  do  not  apply 
to  a  state  when  suing  in  its  sovereign  capacity,*  unless  the  statute 
provides  to  the  contrary/*  or  unless  the  state  is  necessarily  included 
by  the  nature  of  the  mischiefs  to  be  remedied.'*  It  has  been  said 
that  if  a  contrary  rule  were  sanctioned,  it  would  only  be  necessary 
for  intruders  on  the  public  lands  to  maintain  their  possessions  until 
the  statute  of  limitations  should  run,  and  then  they  would  become 
invested  with  the  titie  against  the  government,  and  all  persons  claim- 
ing under  it,  and  that  in  this  way  the  public  domain  would  soon 
be  appropriated  by  adventurers.'*  Likewise  the  maxim  nullum  tem- 
pus  occurrit  regi  applies  to  the  several  states.'*  It  seems,  however, 
that  if  a  sovereign  state  enters  the  courts  of  a  foreign  state,  it  does 
so  with  no  other  rights  and  immunities  than  ^ose  which  pertain 
to  private  corporations  or  individuals.'*  By  statute  in  some  states 
it  is  provided  that  limitation  laws  shall  apply  to  the  state  the  same 
as  to  individuals.'*  A  law  making  the  statute  run  against  the  state 
has  been  held,  however,  not  to  apply  to  property  held  by  the  state 
in  trust  and  the  conclusion  reached  that  in  such  cases  the  state's 
title  could  not  be  lost  by  adverse  possession.'*  But  when  a  state 
comes  into  its  courts,  it  is  subject  like  all  other  suitors  to  the  estab- 

9.  Lindsey  t.  MUler,  6  Pet.  666,  8  Mass.  444,  25  N.  E.  605,  9  L.B.A.  510  ^ 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  538;  Rhode  Island  t.  Crane  t.  Seeder,  21  Mich.  24,  4  Am. 
Massachnaetta,  16  Pet  233,  10  U.  S.  Rep.  430. 

(L.  ed.)  721;  Bedford  v.  WiUard,  133  Notes:  101  A.  S.  B.  152;  8  Ann. 
Ind.  562,  33  N.  E.  368,  36  A.  S.  R.  Cas.  702. 

563;  Pella  t.  Scholte,  24  la.  283,  95     11.  Weber  t.  State  Harbor  Com'rs, 
Am.  Dee.  729;  Osawatomie  t.  Miami  18  Wall.  67,  21  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  798. 
Coaiity,  78  Kan.  270,  96  Pae.  670, 130     12.  Lindsey  v.  Millar,  6  Pet.  666,  8 

A.  S.  R.  369;  Kansas  t.  Duon,  90  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  538. 

Kan.  594,  135  Pae.  668,  47  L.R.A.  13.  Metropolitan  B.  Co.  v.  District 
(N.S.)  905;  Com.  t.  MeOowan,  4  Bibb  of  Colombia,  132  U.  8. 1, 10  8.  Ct.  19, 
(Ky.)  62,  7  Am.  Deo.  737;  Cincinnati  33  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  231;  St.  Charles 
V.  First  Presbyterian  Chureh,  8  Ohio  Coonty  v.  Powell,  22  Mo.  525,  66  Am. 
298,  32  Am.  Dee.  718;  Hdy  v.  Fur-  Dec  637;  In  re  Ash,  202  Pa.  St.  422, 
man,  1  Pa.  St.  295,  44  Am.  Dee.  129;  51  AU.  1030,  90  A.  S.  B.  658;  Mmmo 
In  re  Ash,  202  Pa.  St.  422,  51  AtL  v.  The  Com.,  4  Hen.  ft  M.  (Va.)  57,  4 
1030, 90  A.  S.  B.  658;  State  t.  Arledge,  Am.  Dee.  488. 

2  Bailey  L.  (8.  C.)  401,  23  Am.  Dee.  14.  Western  Lnnatic  Asylun  v.  Mill- 
145;  Eastern  State  Hospital  t.  Graves,  er,  29  W.  Va.  326, 1  S.  £.  740,  6  A.  S. 
105  Va.  151,  62  S.  E.  837,  8  Ann.  B.  644. 

Cas.  701, 3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  746  and  note;  16.  Bannock  County  t.  Bell,  8  Idaho 
Stote  V.  Bponangle,  46  W.  Va.  415,  32  1,  65  Pae.  710, 101  A.  8.  B.  140 ;  Louis- 
8.  E.  283, 43  L.B.A.  727.  viUe,  etc.,  B.  Co.  v.  Smith,  125  Ky. 

Notes:  95  Am.  Dee.  740;  101  A.  S.  336,  101  S.  W.  317,  128  A.  8.  B.  254 ; 

B.  152.  Laidley  V.  Smith,  32  W.  Va.  386,  9  S. 

10.  Whittemore  v.  People,  227  HI.  £.  209, 26  A.  S.  B.  825;  State  v.  Span- 
463,  81  N.  E.  427,  10  Ann.  Cas.  44;  au{>le,  45  W.  Va.  415,  32  S.  E.  283,  43 
State  v.  Dixon,  90  Kan.  594,  135  Pac.  L.K.A.  727. 

568,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  905;  Attorney-  16.  State  Seattle,  67  Wash.  602, 
General  t.  Revere  Copper  Co.,  152  107  Pae.  827,  27  L.B.A.(N.8.)  1188. 
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lished  rules  of  evidence  and  it  must  meet  the  burden  of  proof  and 
it  is  in  no  wise  immune  from  the  ordinary  rules  as  to  presumptions 
and  qvidence,  and  therefore  is  subject  to  the  usual  presumptions  as 
to  payment  after  the  lapse  of  time.^' 

345.  United  States  and  States  as  Nominal  Parties.— The  statute 
of  limitations  may  be  set  up  as  a  defense  to  a  suit  brought  in  the 
name  of  the  state,  where  the  state  has  no  real  interest  in  the  litiga- 
tion and  its  name  is  used  to.  enforce  a  right  which  inures  to  the 
benefit  of  an  individual  or  a  corporation/*  and  the  same  holds  true 
where  under  similar  circumstances  a  suit  is  brought  in  the  name  of 
the  United  States.'*  Under  this  principle  it  has  been  held  that  the 
statute  cannot'be  set  up  as  a  defense  to  an  action  by  an  incorporated 
ftate  insane  hospital  to  recover  for  board  and  medical  attention  fur- 
nished an  inmate,  where  the  hospital  is  owned  and  controlled  by 
the  state,  and  is  a  mere  governmental  agency  thereof,  and  all  charges 
imposed  for  the  care  and  maintenance  of  the  hospital's  inmates  are 
for  the  benefit  of  the  state  and  when  collected  go  to  the  support  of 
the  hospital.***  Similarly  the  statute  may  be  pleaded  as  against  title 
by  warrant  and  survey  without  patent,  where  the  state  is  in  no  sense 
a  party  to  the  controversy;  and  practically  the  title  of  the  war- 
rantee, or  those  claiming  under  him,  may  be  acquired  by  a  properly 
constituted  adverse  possesion  for  twenty-one  years.*  On  the  other 
hand,  where  an  action  is  begun  and  prosecuted  by  a  private  citizen, 
or  some  one  other  than  the  state,  the  statute  of  limitations  will  not 
be  a  defense  if  it  appears  that  in  reality  the  action  is  on  behalf  of 
the  state,  and  that  the  benefits  to  be  derived  therefrom  will  inure 
to  the  sole  use  of  the  state.^  It  is  further  well  settled  that  the  courts 
will  determine  who  is  the  real  party  in  interest  by  a  reference,  not 
merely  to  tiie  name  in  which  the  action  is  brought,  but  to  the  facts 
of  the  case  as  they  appear  in  the  record.* 

Corporations 

346.  ICunidpal  Corporations;  In  General.— The  rule  that  statutes 
of  limitation  do  not  apply  to  actions  by  the  state  unless  a  legislative 

17.  Note:  101  A.  S.  R.  169.  Ann.  Gas.  701,  3  L.RA.(N.S.)  746. 

18.  Patten  v.  Scott,  U8  Pa.  St  115,  1.  Patten  v.  Scott,  118  Pa.  St  115, 
12  Atl.  292,  4  A.  S.  B.  576;  Eastern  12  Atl.  292,  4  A.  S.  R.  576. 

State  Hospital  T.  Graves,  105  Ya.  151,  2.  Eastern  State  Hospital  t.  Qraves, 

52  S.  E.  837,  8  Ann.  Caa.  701,  3  L.R.A.  105  Va.  151,  52  S.  E.  837,  8  Ann.  Caa. 

(N.S.)  746.  701,  3  L.RA.(N.S.)  746. 

19.  United  States  v.  Beebe,  127  U.  Note:  8  Ann.  Gas.  702. 

S.  338,  8  S.  Ct.  1083,  32  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  3.  Eastern  State  Hospital  v.  Qraves, 

121.  105  Va.  151,  52  S.  E.  837,  8  Ann.  Cas. 

Note:  101  A.  S.  R.  171.  701,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  746. 

20.  Eastern  State  Hospital  v.  Notes:  101  A.  S.  B.  171;  8  Ann.  Caa. 
Graves,  105  Va.  151,  52  8.  E.  837,  8  702. 
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intoation  that  they  shall  do  so  is  shows  hy  express  language  or  appears 
by  the  clearest  implication  has  sometimes  been  ^plied  to  subordi- 
nate political  bodies,  including  municipal  corporations,  with  respect 
to  any  litigation  to  enforce  governmental  rights/  but  the  better  opin- 
i<m  is  that  this  principle  should  not  be  so  extended.*  Therefore  the 
statutes  ordinarily  run  against  a  county/  city/  school  district/  or 
other  municipality/  and  the  same  is  true  in  regard  to  public  corpo- 
rations considered  as  mere  agencies  of  the  state.'**  In  harmony  with 
these  principles  it  has  been  held  that  the  statute  runs  against  tlie 
right  of  action  of  a  county  to  compel  the  return  of  money  illegally 
withdrawn  from  its  treasury/*  or  wrongfully  collected  and  withheld 
by  one  of  its  fiduciary  agents.'^  On  the  other  hand,  it  has  been 
held  that  where  a  county  diverts  to  its  own  treasury  a  part  of  the 
money  it  has  collected  on  taxes  levied  by  a  city,  no  statute  of  limita- 
tion runs  against  an  action  by  the  ci^  to  recover  the  amount  so 
wrongfully  withheld.^*  The  District  of  Columbia  is  a  municipal 
corporation  and  as  such  is  subject  to  the  statute  of  limitations.'* 
Where  a  statute  of  limitations  is  expressly  made  applicable  to  the 

4.  OBawatomie  v.  Miami  Coanty,  78  1,  65  Pac  710,  101  A.  S.  R.  140  and 

Kan.  270,  96  Pae.  670,  130  A.  8.  R.  note;  Brown  t.  Trustees  of  Schools, 

369.  .  224  111.  184,  79  N.  E.  579, 115  A.  S.  R. 

Note:  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  921.  146,  8  Ann.  Gas.  96  and  note;  Bedford 

6.  Bedford  v.  Willard,  133  lad.  562,  v.  Willard,  133  Ind.  562,  33  N.  E.  368, 

33  N.  B.  368,  36  A.  S.  R.  563  and  note.  36  A.  S.  R.  S63;  Pella  v.  Scholte,  24 

6.  Boone  Comity  V.  Burlington,  etc.,  la.  283,  95  Am.  Dec.  729;  May  v. 
a.  Co.,  139  U.  8.  684,  11  S.  Ct.  687,  School  Dist.  No.  22,  22  Neb.  206,  34  N. 
36  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  319;  Brown  v.  Trua-  W.  377,  3  A.  S.  R.  266;  State  v.  School 
tees  of  BdioolB,  224-111.  184,  79  N.  E.  Dist.  No.  9,  30  Neb.  520,  46  N.  W.  613, 
579, 116  A.  8.  R.  146,  8  Ann.  Cas.  96;  27  A.  S.  R.  420;  Johnson  t.  Black,  103 
State  v.  School  Dist.  No.  9,  30  Neb.  Va.  477,  49  S.  E.  633, 106  A.  S.  R.  890. 
520,  40  N.  W.  613,  27  A.  S.  R.  420;  68  L.R.A.  264;  Teass  v.  St.  Al6ans,  38 
Kingston  v.  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  W.  Va.  1, 17  8.  E.  400, 19  L.B.A.  802: 
241  Pa.  St  469,  88  Atl.  763, 49  L.R.A.  Ralston  v.  Weston,  46  W.  Va.  644,  33 
(N.S.)  667;  Johnson  v.  Black,  103  Va.  S.  E.  326,  76  A.  S.  B.  834. 

477,  49  S.  E.  633, 106  A.  S.  R.  890,  68  10.  Western  Lunatic  Asylum  v.  Mill- 

UILA.  204;  Eastern  State  Hospital  v.  er,  29  W.  Va.  326, 1  8.  E.  740,  6  A.  S. 

Qrava,  106  Va.  151,  52  8.  E.  837,  8  R.  644. 

Ann.  Cas.  701,  3  L.R.A.(N.8.)  746.  11.  Johnson  v.  Black,  103  Va.  477. 

Kotes:  95  Am.  Dee.  740;  101  A.  S.  49  8.  E.  633,  106  A.  S.  R.  890,  68 

R.  157.  L.R.A.  264. 

7.  Alton  T.  Illinois  Transp.  Co.,  12  12.  Bannock  Comity  t.  Bell,  8  Idaho 
lU.  38,  52  Am.  Dee.  479;  Bedford  v.  1,  65  Pae.  710,  101  A.  8.  B.  140  and 
Willard,  133  Ind.  562,  33  N.  E.  368,  note. 

36  A.  8.  R.  563.  13.  Osavatomie  v.  Miami  County, 

Notes:  05  Am.  Dec.  740  ;  20  Ann.  78  Kan.  270, 96  Pae.  670, 130  A.  S.  R. 

Cas.  427.  369. 

8.  May  t.  School  Dist.  No.  22,  22  14.  Metropolitan  R.  Go.  v.  District 
Neb.  205,  34  N.  W.  377, 3  A.  S.  B.  266.  of  Columbia,  132  U.  8.  1,  10  S.  Ct. 

NoU:  101  A.  8.  B.  156.  19,  33  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  23L 
,  9.  Bannock  County  t.  Bell,  8  Idaho 
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state,  it  necessarily  is  aiso  ai^licable  to  the  counties  of  the  state." 
Under  a  statute  of  limitations  applicable  to  corporations  municipal 
corporations  have  been  included.** 

347.  Public  Rights  Enforced  by  Municipalities.— Frequently  a  dis- 
tinction is  drawn  betwera  casee  where  the  municipality  is  seeking  to 
enforce  a  right  in  whic^  the  public  in  general  has  an  interest 
and  cases  where  the  public  has  ho  such  interest.*^  Under  this  dis- 
tinction it  is  held  that  the  statutes  of  limitations  will  not  run  against 
a  municipality  as  to  a  right  which  it  holds  in  its  sovereign  or  gov- 
ernmentfQ  capacity  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  at  large,  unless  the 
statutes  are  made  to  apply  specifically  to  municipalities  although  in 
other  cases  the  statute  will  run.*'  There  are  numerous  cases  where 
it  has  been  held  that  municipalities  and  minor  political  subdivisions 
of  the  state  are  not  subject  to  limitation  laws  in  respect  to  streets 
and  public  highways,  since  they  are  for  the  free  and  unobstructed 
use  of  all  ihe  people  in  t^e  state.**  On  the  other  hand,  the  title  of 
a  city  to  lots  not  used  for  a  park,  street,  or  any  other  public  pur- 
poae,  and  subject  to  alienation,  may  be  defeated  by  adverse  posses- 
sion for  the  statutory  period,  although  if  the  lots  were  held  in  trust 
for  the  public  or  devoted  to  a  public  purpose,  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions would  not  apply.**  And  it  has  been  held  that  a  statute  of 
limitations  runs  against  a  county  on  a  loan  of  money  made  by  the 
<'Ounty  to  a  private  person,  although  the  money  loaned  had  'been 
donated  by  the  state  to  the  county  for  the  purpose  of  local  improve- 
ment.* By  statute  in  some  states  limitations  have  been  made  expresdy 

'applicaWe  to  actions  brought  by  the  state  or  by  municipalities,  whether 
in  a  proprietary  or  a  "sovereign  capacity."  • 

348.  Domestic  Corporations. — The  statute  of  limitations  ordinarily 
runs  against  corporations*  and  their  officers,  directors  and  stock- 

15.  Bannock  County  v.  Bell,  8  Idalio  ty,  78  Kan.  270,  96  Pac.  670, 130  A.  S. 
1,  65  Pac.  710,  101  A.  S,  R.  140.  B.  369;  State  v.  Dixon,  90  Kan.  594, 

16.  MetropoUtan  R.  Co.  v.  District  135  Pac.  568,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  905. 
of  Columbia,  132  U.  S.  1, 10  S.  Ct  19,      Note:  20  Ann.  Gas.  427. 

33  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  231.  19.  Brown  v.  Trustees  of  Schools, 

17.  Brown  v.  Trustees  of  Schools,  224  lU.  184,  79  N.  E.  579,  115  A.  S. 
224  111.  184,  79  N.  E.  579, 116  A.  S.  B.  R.  146,  8  Ann.  Cas.  96. 

146,  8  Ann.  Cas.  96;  Chicago  v.  Dun-  20.  Bedford  v.  Willard,  133  Ind, 

ham  Towing,  etc.,  Co.,  246  lU.  29,  92  562,  33  N.  E.  368,  36  A.  S.  R.  563. 

N.  E.  566,  20  Ann.  Caa.  428  and  note,  Note:  8  Ann.  Cas.  99. 

32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  245.  See  also  Advxbsk  Possession,  vol. 

18.  Mobile  Transp.  Co.  y.  Mobile,  1,  p.  735. 

128  Ala.  335,  30  So.  645,  86  A.  S.  R.  1.  St.  Charles  County  v.  Powell,  22 

143,  64  I..R.A.  333;  Chicago  v.  Dun-  Mo.  525,  66  Am.  Dec.  637. 

ham  Towing,  etc.,  Co.,  246  111.  29,  92  2.  Note :  8  Ann.  Cas.  101. 

N.  E.  566,  20  Aun.  Cas.  426,  32  L.R.A.  3.  Kingston  v.  Lehigh  Valley  Coal 

(N.S.)  245;  Bedford  v.  Willard,  133  Co.,  241  Pa.  St.  469,  88  Ati.  763,  49 

Ind.  562,  33  N.  E.  368,  36  A.  S.  B.  563  L.B.A.{N.S.)  557;  Boyd  v.  Eau  Claire 

and  note ;  Osawatomie  v.  Miami  Coun-  Mut.  fHre  Ass'n,  116  Wis.  155,  90  N. 
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holders.*  Where  a  stockholder  can  enforce  only  su<^  claims  as  the 
tx)rporation  itself  could  enforce  it  has  been  held  that  a  suit  by  a 
stockholder  against  the  directors  of  a  corporation  to  recover  for  injury 
suffered  by  it  through  their  negligence  and  mismanagement  cannot 
be  maintained,  if  the  right  of  the  corporation  to  bring  such  suit  is 
barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations.*  And  where  a  corporation  has 
a  remedy  at  law  to  enforce  the  liability  of  its  promoters  to  refund 
to  it  their  unlawful  profits  the  statute  of  limitations  runs  against 
the  cause  of  action  both  of  the  corporation  and  that  of  its  stock- 
holders.* 

349.  Foreign  Corporations. — A  corporation  created  by  and  trans- 
acting business  in  a  state  is  deemed  an  inhabitant  of  such  state, 
capable  of  being  treated  as  a  citizen  for  all  the  purposes  of  suing 
and  being  sued,  subject,  however,  to  the  restriction  that  it  can  dwell 
only  within  the  sovereignty  of  its  creation,  and  cannot  migrate  to 
another  sovereignty.^  Ordinarily  the  statute  of  limitations  will  not 
be  tolled  by  the  institution  of  a  suit  by  a  foreign  corporation  which 
has  not  complied  with  the  provisions  of  a  local  statute  which  pro- 
vides that  it  shall  not  prosecute  a  suit  in  the  state  until  it  has  so 
complied.*  It  may  also  be  noted  that  foreign  corporations  usually 
come  within  the  meaning  of  the  torn  person  as  used  in  a  statutory 
provision  that  the  statute  of  limitations  shall  not  run  against  a 
person  while  out  of  the  state.' 

350.  Creditors  of  Corporations. — Where  a  right  of  action  is  in  a 
corporation,  and  the  statute  of  limitations  is  a  complete  bar  against 
it,  the  bar  is  also  complete  against  the  creditors  of  the  corporation.^" 
Even  where  creditors  of  a  corporation  are  oompelled  to  resort  to 
equity  to  collect  its  assets  they  do  not  possess  greater  right  to  be 
relieved  from  the  effect  of  the  statute  of  limitations  than  the  corpo- 
ration itself  would  have  had  in  an  action  at  law.^^   This  principle 

W.  1086,  94  N.  W.  171,  96  A.  S.  B,  12,  p.  6. 

948,  61  LJI.A.  918,  overruled  on  an-  8.  Western  Electrical  Co.  v.  Pick- 
other  point  by  Harrigan  v.  Gilchrist,  ett,  51  Colo.  415,  118  Pac.  988,  Ann. 
121  Wis.  127,  99  N.  W.  909.  Cas.  1913A  1322,  38  L.E.A.(N.S.) 

Notes:  19  LrA.  234;  20  Ann.  Cas.  702. 
741.  9.  Note:  20  Ann.  Cas.  740.  See  also 

4.  Bates  v.  Boyce,  135  Mich.  540,  98  FoRmoN  Corporattons,  vol.  12,  p. 
N.  W.  259,  106  A.  S.  R.  402.  121. 

5.  Wallace  v.  Lincoln  Sav.  Bank,  89  10.  Lexington  Life,  etc.,  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Tenn.  630,  15  S.  W.  448,  24  A.  S.  R,  Page,  17  B.  Mon.  (Ky.)  412,  66  Am. 
625.  Dec.  165. 

6.  Pietseh  v.  Milbrath,  123  Wis.  647,  11.  Boyd  v.  Eau  Claire  Mut  Fire 
101  N.  W.  388,  102  N.  W.  342, 107  A.  Ass'n,  116  Wis.  155,  90  N.  W.  1086,  94 
S.  B.  1017,  68  L.R.A.  946.  N.  W.  171,  96  A.  S.  R.  948,  61  L.R.A. 

7.  Clarke  v.  Mississippi  Bank,  10  918,  overroled  on  another  point  by 
Ark.  616,  62  Am.  Dee.  248  and  note.  Harrigan  v.  Qilchiist,  121  Wis.  127,  99 
See  also  Fobbtok  Cobporations,  vol.  N.  W.  909. 
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has  been  applied  in  reference  to  the  claims  in  equity  of  creditors 
against  a  person  who  has  absorbed  all  the  business  of  a  corporation.** 


351.  Executors  and  Administrators. — Recognizing  the  disadvan- 
tages at  which  an  executor  or  administrator  is  placed  in  suing  on 
causes  of  action  belonging  to  his  decedent^  and  the  delays  which 
may  be  occasioned  by  the  latter's  death,  a  number  of  states  have 
granted  additional  time  for  the  commencement  of  actions  by  execu- 
tors and  administrators.^'  Such  a  statute  may  be  in  the  form  of 
a  law  providing  that  if  a  person  entitled  to  bring  an  action  should 
die  before  the  expiration  of  the  time  limited  for  its  commencement, 
and  the  cause  of  action  survive,  an  action  may  be  commenced  by 
hia  representatives  after  the  expiration  of  that  time  and  within  one 
year  from  his  death.**  In  the  absence  of  such  a  statute,  the  per- 
sonal representatives  of  a  party  possessing  a  cause  of  action  tak^ 
it  in  its  condition  at  the  time  of  death  as  regards  the  running  of 
the  statute  of  limitations.**  And  where  by  statute  an  administrator 
may  maintain  within  a  designated  period  after  the  decedent's  wrong- 
ful death  an  action  for  damages  against  one  who  would  have  been 
liable  to  the  decedent  had  death  not  ensued,  such  administrator 
cannot  maintain  such  action  if  decedent's  right  to  sue  was  barred 
by  limitation  before  his  death.**  If  an  administrator  neglects  to 
bring  an  action  to  recover  property  of  the  estate  until  it  is  barred 
under  the  statute  of  limitations,  the  heir  is  also  barred,  though  he 
is  a  minor  at  the  time  the  action  accrues  to  the  administrator." 
As  regards  claims  by  a  beneficiary  of  an  estate  or  an  heir  against 
the  executor  or  administrator'  the  effect  of  the  trust  relationship 
between  them  may  be  to  prevent  altogether  the  running  of  the 
statute.**  The  claim  of  an  executor  against  the  estate  in  which 
he  is  officially  acting  is  not  as  a  rule  within  the  statute  of  limitations.** 

352.  Heirs. — The  statute  of  limitations  begins  to  run  against  an 
heir  to  enforce  rights  and  causes  of  action  belonging  to  hia  ancestor 
at  the  same  time  that  it  begins  tO  run  against  the  ancestor,^^  and 

12.  WilliamB   v.   Commercial   Nat.  tors,  vol.  11,  p.  266. 

Bank,  49  Ore.  492,  90  Pac.  1012,  91  16.  Kelliher  v.  New  York  Cent,  etc., 
Pac.  443,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  857.  E.  Co.,  212  N.  Y.  207,  105  N.  E.  824, 

13.  Kirby  v.  Lake  Shore,  etc.,  R.  L.R.A.1915K  1178  and  note. 

Co.,  120  U.  S.  130,  7  S.  Ct.  430,  30  U.     17.  See  the  next  followinif  pai&- 

S.  (L.  ed.)-  569.  graph. 

14.  Cnrran  v.  Witter,  68  Wis.  16,  31  18.  Jenkins  v.  Jensen,  24  Utah  108, 
N.  W.  705,  60  Am.  Rep.  827.  66  Pac.  773,  91  A.  S.  R.  783  and  note. 

15.  Stringer  v.  Stevens,  146  Mich.      19.  Glover  v.  Patten,  165  U.  S.  394, 
181, 109  N.  W.  269,  117  A.  S.  R.  62*0,  17  S.  Ct.  411,  41  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  760. 
10  Ann.  Cas.  337,  8  L.fi.A.(N.S.)  393.     20.  Lide  v.  Park,  135  Ala.  131,  33 
See  also  Executors  akd  AoHnnsTBA-  So.  176,  93  A.  8.  R.  17. 
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•uch  heir  in  the  absence  of  statutory  provisions  modifying  tiie  rules 
las  the  same  time,  no  more  and  no  lees,  to  enforce  suoh  causia  of 
action  as  Would  have  been  allowed  to  such  ancestor.*  When  an 
exteutor's  or  administrator's  right  to  recover  property  belonging  to 
his  estate  has  become  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations,  the  heir 
or  devisee  is  also  barred,  though  the  latter  may  be  under  the  dis- 
ability of  inf^cy  the  time  the  action  accrued  to  the  representa- 
tive.' This  is  true  even  in  the  case  of  a  poerthumous  heir,  whose 
interesfB  are  represented  by  such  exectttor  or  administrator.*  In 
this  connection  it  may  be  added  that  in  jurisdictions  in  which 
infancy  and  coverture  ai'e  recognized  as  disabilities  suspending  the 
statute  of  limitations,  the  statute  does  not  run  against  an  heir  who 
was  under  one  or  more  disabilities  at  the  time  his  right  accrued, 
until  all  such  disabilities  are  removed.* 

353.  Cestuis  Que  Trust. — The  general  rule  is  that  whenever  a  right 
of  action  in  a  trustee  is  barred  by  tiie  statute  of  limitations,  the 
right  of  the  cestui  que  trust  is  also  barred,*  although  the  cestui  que 
trust  is  a  minor,*  or  a  married  woman.'  Yet  on  this  point  the 
authorities  are  not  uniform,  for  it  has  been  held  that  the  rights  of 
a  cestui  que  trust  are  not  necessarily  prejudiced  by  a  failure  of  the 
trustee  to  sue  within  the  time  limite(l  by  the  statute  of  limitations.* 
But  broadly  speaking  all  the  cestuis  que  trust  are  barred,  whether 
they  are  entitled  in  possession  or  in  remainder,  vested  or  contin- 
gent, and  whether  they  are  sui  juris  or  under  disability,*  and  the 
statute  runs  in  the  case  of  a  trust  estate  in  favor  of  a  stranger  in 
exclusive  adverse  possession  against  both  the  trustee  and  the  cestuis 
que  trust  whether  for  life  or  in  remainder."  But  this  rule  applies 
only  whMi  the  cestuis  que  trust  have  the  mere  equitable  interest, 
and  the  trustee  is  competent  to  sue  but  fails  to  do  so.^^  By  reason 
of  this  limitation  it  is  sometimes  said  that  the  statute  of  limitations 

1.  TTnan  v.  Walker,  35  Cal.  634,  95  Dec.  182;  Jenldin  t.  Jensen,  24  Utab 
Am.  Dec.  152.  108,  66  Pao.  773,  91  A.  S.  R.  783  and 

2.  MeLeran  v.  Benton,  73  Cal.  329,  note. 

14  Pac.  879,  2  A.  S.  R.  814;  Worthy  v.  Note:  99  Am.  Dec.  398. 

,  Johnson,  10  Ga.  358,  54  Am.  Dec.  393;  6.  Coleman  v.  Walker,  3  Mete.  (Ky.) 

Learned  v.  Ogden,  80  Miss.  769,  32  So.  65,  77  Am.  Dec.  163;  Williams  v.  Otey, 

278,  92  A.  S.  R.  621;  Williams  v.  Otey,  8  Humph.  (Tenn.)  563,  47  Am.  Dee. 

8  Humph.  (Tenn.)  563,  47  Am.  Dec.  632;  Jenkins  v.  Jensen,  24  Utah  108, 

632;  Jenkins  v.  Jensen,  24  Utah  108,  66  Pac.  773,  91  A.  S.  R.  783. 

66  Pac.  773,  91  A.  S.  R.  783.  7.  Mason  v.  Mason,  33  Oa.  435,  83 

5.  Jenkins  v.  Jensen,  24  Utah  108,  Am.  Dec.  172. 

66  Pac.  773,  91  A.  S.  R.  783.  8.  Anding  v.  Davis,  38  Miss.  574,  77 

4.  McFarland  v.  Stone,  17  Vt.  165,  Am.  Dec.  658. 

44  Am.  Dec.  325.  9.  Chase  v.  Cartright,  53  Ark.  368, 

6.  Bryan  v.  Weems,  28  Ala.  423,  65  14  S.  W.  90,  22  A.  S.  R.  207. 

Am.  Dec.  407;  Coleman  v.  Wnlker.  3      10.  Srailie  v.  Biffle,  2  Pa.  St.  52,  44 
Mete.  (Ky.)  65,  77  Am.  Dec.  163;  Am.  Dec.  156. 
Leigh  V.  Smith,  38  N.  C.  442,  42  Am.      11.  Note:  99  Am.  Dee.  398. 
R.  C.  L.  Vol.  XVII.— 62.  »77 
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runs  against  the  cestui  que  trust,  if  it  runs  against  the  trustee,  unless 
the  latter  is  guilty  of  fraud.^'  The  rule  that  when  the  trustee  is 
barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations  tiie  cestui  que  trust  is  also  barred 
has  no  application  to  a  case  where  the  deed  creating  the  trust  author- 
izes the  cestui  que  trust  to  convey  the  property,  and  directs  the 
trustee  to  join  in  ite  deed,  under  which  authority  tibe  property  is 
mortgaged  by  an  instrument  in  which  the  trustee  conveys  in  fee 
simple,  after  which  he  dies,  since  he  has  no  interest  to  descend  to 
liis  heirs  against  which  the  statute  can  run."  The  rule  that  the 
statute  of  limitations  does  not  bar  a  trust  estate  holds  only  between 
the  trustee  and  cestui  que  trust,  and  not  as  between  such  parties 
on  one  side  and  strangers  on  the  other.^* 

354.  Coplaintiff  and  Codefendants. — There  is  a  difference  of  opin- 
ion as  to  whether  a  right  of  action  against  a  defendant  who  is 
liable  jointly  with  a  codefendant  is  affected  by  the  fact  that  as 
to  the  codefendant  the  action  is  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations. 
It  has  been  held  that  where  the  action  is  barred  by  limitations 
against  one  joint  debtor  it  cannot  be  maintained  against  the  other.'* 
On  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  held  that  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  the  defendants  are  liable  jointly,  the  barring  of  the  ri^t  against 
one  defendant  does  not  affect  the  liability  of  his  codefendant.** 
In  a  number  of  decisions,  no  distinction  appears  to  be  made  between 
defendants  who  are  liable  jointly  and  defendants  who  are  liable 
severally.  But  even  the  cases  which  hold  that  an  action  which  is 
barred  as  to  one  of  several  joint  debtors  is  barred  as  to  all  admit 
that  in  cases  in  which  the  liability  is  dther  several,  or  several  as 
welt  as  joint,  an  action  may  be  maintained  against  defendants  who 
cannot  rely  on  the  statute.  The  rule  that  in  such  case  a  plea  of  the 
statute  of  limitations  by  one  defendant  does  not  inure  to  the  benefit 
of  other  defendants  may  be  regarded  as  established.*'  In  this  con- 
nection it  may  be  observed  that  one  of  the  makers  of  a  joint  note  will 
not  be  relieved  from  liability  by  the  failure  of  the  holder  of  the 
note  to  make  claim  against  the  estate  of  the  other  maker  within 
the  time  limited  by  statute.'*  Where  a  joint  cause  of  action  accrues 
to  several  plaintiffs  and  all  of  them  are  under  a  disability  to  sue, 
it  seems  that  the  statute  of  limitations  will  not  commence  running  * 
ilntil  the  disability  is  removed  from  all;  but  if  one  of  such  plain- 
tiffs be  capable  of  suing  at  the  time  the  cause  of  action  accrued, 

12.  Mason  v.  Mason,  33  Oa.  435,  83     16.  Note :  12  Ann.  Cas.  981. 

Am.  Dec.  172.  16.  Town  v.  Washburn,  14  Minn. 

13.  Fleming  t.  Barden,  126  N.  G.  268,  100  Am.  Dec.  219  and  note. 
450,  36  S.  E.  17,  78  A.  S.  R,  671,  53  Note:  12  Ann.  Cas.  981. 
L.R.A.  316:  and       rehearing  127  N.  17.  Note:  12  Ann.  Cas.  981. 

C.  214,  37  S.  E.  219,  53  L.B.A.  326.        18.  Newhall  v.  Field,  13  N.  M.  82, 

14.  Jenkins  v.  Jensen,  24  Utah  108,  79  Pae.  711,  12  Ann.  Cas.  979  and 
66  Pac.  773,  91  A.  S.  B.  783.  note. 
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and  the  suit  be  not  commenced  witiiin  the  time  limited  by  the 

statute,  all  the  persons  entitled  to  the  joint  action  will  be  barred. 
Yet  it  has  been  broadly  held  that  whenever  the  action  is  joint,  there 
can  be  no  recovery  on  any  part  of  a  cause  of  action  which  is  barred 
by  the  statute  of  limitations  against  any  of  the  plaintiffs.*^  As 
r^iards  Uie  rig^t  of  appeal,  if  one  of  the  parties  to  a  writ  of  error 
is  within  the  saving  clause  of  the  statute  of  limitatitms,  the  case  is 
saved  for  all  the  parties.^ 

355.  Joist  Tenants. — ^It  is  sometimea  hdd  that  where  there  ia  a 
joint  action  by  tenants  in  common,  if  the  action  is  barred  by  the 
statute  of  limitations  against  one  or  more  it  is  to  be  treated  as  barred 
against  all,*  and  that  tenants  in  conmion  barred  by  a  statute  of  limita- 
tions as  to  part  of  the  pr(^)erty  cannot  remove  the  bar  as  tQ  such  part 
by  allotting  it  in  partition  to  one  of  their  number  who  is  within  the 
saving  of  the  statute,  and  therefore  not  barred;*  but  other  courts  . 
hold  that  in  such  cases  the  statute  may  operate  against  those  not 
protected  by  saving  clauses,  although  others  being  within  such  clause 
will  not  lose  their  right  to  sue.  In  other  words  each  is  allowed  to 
recover  or  is  barred  as  to  his  aliquot  shore  or  portion  of  the  land  as 
he  may  be  within  or  without  the  saving  of  the  statute.*  It  has  also 
been  asserted  that  the  proper  rule  applicable  in  such  cases  is  that, 
except  where  the  nec^sity  for  all  parties  in  interest  to  join  is  founded 
on  the  nature  of  the  interest  in  the  particular  property,  the  plaintiffs 
recover  in  accordance  with  th»r  rights  as  developed  on  the  trial  but 
that  in  other  cases  they  must  all  show  a  right  to  recover  wh^  the 
action  is  brought.* 

356.  Receivers  and  Assignees  In  Bankruptcy. — ^Neither  a  court  of 
equity  nor  a  receiver  appointed  by  it  is  exempt  from  the  operation 
of  the  statute  of  limitations,*  and  it  applies  to  a  contract  made  by  a 
receiver  in  the  same  manner  as  though  the  contract  was  made  in 
his  individual  capacity.'  A  statute  providing  that  no  suit  shall  .be 
maintained  between  an  assignee  in  bankruptcy  and  a  person  claiming 
an  adverse  interest  touching  any  property  or  rights  of  property  trans- 
ferable to  or  vested  in  such  assignee,  unless  brought  within  two 

10.  Anding  v.  Davis,  38  Ifisa.  674,  4.  Cameion  v.  Hicks,  141  N.  C.  21, 
77  Am.  Dec.  658.  53  S.  E.  728,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  407  and 

20.  Learned  v.  Ogden,  80  Miss.  769>  note;  Wade  v.  Johnson,  5  Humph. 
32  So.  278,  92  A.  S.  R.  621.  (Teno.)  U7,  43  Am.  Dee.  422;  Mc- 

1.  Wilkins  v.  PhiUps,  3  Ohio  St  49,  Farland  v.  Stone,  17  Yt  165,  44  Am. 
17  Am.  Dec.  579.  Dec.  325. 

2.  Cameron  v.  Hicks,  141  N.  C.  21,     5.  Cameron  v.  Hieks,  141  N.  C.  21, 
53  S.  E.  728,  7  L.B.A.(N.S.)  407.  Bat  53  S.  E.  728,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  407. 
the  statement  in  this  case  was  made  in      6.  Western  Lunatic  Asylum  v.  Mill- 
reference  to  states  other  than  North  er,  29  W.  Va.  326,  1  S.  E.  740,  6  A.  S.  ' 
Carolina.  R.  644;  Laidlej  v.  Smith,  32  W.  Va, 

S.  Wade  v.   Johnson,  5  Humph.  387,  9  S.  E.  209,  25  A.  S.  R.  826. 
(Tenn.)  117,  42  Am.  Dec.  422.  7.  Note:  104  A.  S.  R.  766. 
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years  from  the  time  when  the  cause  of  action  accrued  for  or  against 
such  assignee,  has  been  construed  as  not  applying  to  a  case  in  which 
no  adverse  daim  existed  prior  to  the  adjucUcation  in  bankruptcy. 
Therefore,  if  an  adverse  claim  or  entry  was  not  made  until  after 
the  adjudication,  the  assignee's  right  of  action  is  not  barred  by  such 
statute,  but  only  by  the  statute  applicable  to  like  actions  brought  by 
other  persons,^  and  there  is  no  want  of  power  in  the  court  to  entertain 
a  suit  after  such  two  years  have  elapsed  *  But  a  suit  by  an  assignee 
in  bankruptcy,  against  the  administrator  of  the  bankrupt,  to  recover 
the  proceeds,  received  by  him,  of  policies  on  the  life  of  the  bankrupt, 
which  he  had  before  his  bankruptcy  assigned  in  trust  for  his  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  the  administrator  is  ^e  guardian,  is  a  suit  between  the 
assignee  in  bankruptcy  and  one  claiming  an  adverse  interest,  within 
the  meaning  of  a  statute  of  this  character,  and  such  a  suit  has  been 
held  to  be  barred  by  the  two  years'  limitation." 

357.  Sureties  Generally. — ^In  conformity  to  well  recognized  legal 
principles,  no  action  can  be  maintained  against  the  sureties  unless 
the  liability  of  the  principal  exists  at  the  time  of  the  commencement 
of  the  action, and  therefore,  where  the  statute  of  limitations  has 
run  against  the  principal,  recourse  against  the  surety  ia  also  barred ; 
and  conversely,  an  interruption  of  the  running  of  the  statute  in  favor 
of  the  principal  stops  its  running  sis  to  the  surety  also.*'  But  a  stat- 
ute of  limitations  in  favor  of  sureties  does  not  necessarily  protect 
principals.  Thus  it  has  been  held  that  a  statute  providing  that  no 
action  may  be  maintained  against  sureties  on  any  bond  given  by  a 
guardian,  unless  commenced  within  the  time  designated  tiierein,  does 
not  prevent  the  commencement  and  maintenance  of  an  action  against 
the  principal  after  that  time.'*  After  a  cause  of  action  against  the 
principal  debtor  is  barred  a  surety,  as  to  whom  the  statute  has  not 
run  because  he  has  been  absent  from  the  state,  cannot  acquire  any 
right  of  action  against  the  principal  by  payment  of  the  demand.** 
A  surety's  right  to  subrogation  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  alive  as 
against  his  principal  a  judgment  which  he  has  paid  is  barred  when 

8.  Bowen  v.  Delaware,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  155,  134  Pac.  670,  Ann.  Cas.  1914C 
153  N.  Y.  478,  47  N.  E,  907,  60  A.  S.  1012;  Spokane  County  v.  Preseott,  19 
K.  667.                                     ■  Waab.  418,  63  Pac.  661,  67  A,  S.  B. 

9.  Upton  V.  McLaughlin,  lOS  U.  S.  733. 


10.  Avery  v.  Cleary,  132  U.  S.  604,  13.  McMuUen  v.  WinBeM,  etc.,. 
10  S.  Ct.  220,  33  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  469.  Ass'n,  64  Kan.  298,  67  Pac  892,  91  A. 

11.  Spokane  County  v.  Preseott,  19  S.  R.  236,  56  L.B.A.  924. 
Wash.  418,  63  Pac.  661,  67  A.  S.  R.  Note:  104  A.  S.  R.  754. 
733  and  note.   See  generally,  Prinqi-  14.  Berkia  v.  Marsh,  18  Mont.  162, 


12.  People  V.  Putnam,  52  Colo.  517,  15.  Stone  v.  Hammeli,  83  CaL  647, 
122  Pac.  796,  Ann.  Cas.  IQISE  1264  23  Pac  703, 17  A.  S.  R.  272,  8  L.R.A. 
and  aote;  Butte  v.  Goodwin,  47  Mont.  425. 
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his  action  against  the  principal  upon  an  implied  aasumpait  for  indem- 
nity is  barred.'*  The  claim  of  a  surety  against  the  recipient  of  mis- 
appropriated trust  funds  from  a  guardian  has  been  hdd  not  to  be 
bfOTed  when  suit  is  brought  by  the  surety  shortly  after  he  is  com- 
pelled to  make  good  the  guari^an's  misappropriation.^' 

358.  Right  of  Contribution  between  Sureties. — ^Where  a  surety  has 
paid  the  debt  of  the  principal,  and  has  the  right  to  sue  his  cosurety 
for  contribution,  founding  his  action  upon  ^e  obligation  contain- 
ing the  contract  of  suretyship,  he  normally  has  the  same  time  within 
wMch  to  bring  suit  as  the  creditor  would  have  had  on  the  same 
instrument.'*  This  principle  holds  true  even  where  all  the  parties 
lived  in  a  state  under  the  laws  of  which  the  statute  of  limitations 
had  run  against  the  cause  of  action  on  a  note,  and  thereafter  one 
of  the  sureties  removes  his  domicil  to  another  state  where  the  stat- 
ute is  no  defense,  and  a  judgment  is  then  recovered  against  him 
on  the  note,  and  he  is  compelled  to  pay  it.^'  If  a  surety  makes  partial 
payments  aggre^ting  more  than  his  share  of  the  debt,  and  his  right 
to  contribution  as  to  all  of  which  except  the  last  is  barred  by  limitation, 
he  is  nevertheless  entitled  to  judgment  against  his  cosurety  for  the 
amount  of  such  last  payment,  where  the  payments  barred  amount 
to  more  than  his  proportion  of  the  debt,  and  the  last  payment  is  less 
than  the  cosurety's  proportion.'**  The  status  of  a  guarantor  is  much 
the  same  as  that  of  a  surety  as  regards  the  statute  of  limitations.  The 
liability  of  a  guarantor  is  coextensive  with  the  liability  of  his  prin- 
cipal, and  cannot  be  defeated  by  the  statute  of  limitations  when  the 
debt  of  the  principal  cannot  be  so  defeated,  and  if  a  guarantor  dis- 
charges the  debt  of  his  princip^  before  the  statute  of  limitations  has 
operated  against  it,  a  right  of  action  on  such  payment  accrues  in  his 
tavor,  and  against  his  coguarantors,  which  cause  of  action  as  in  other 
cases  is  subject  to  the  statute  of  limitations,' 

359.  Persoiu  in  Possession  of  Land. — The  statute  of  limitations 
does  not  ordinarily  run  against  one  in  possession  of  land.'  Hence 
no  time  bars  the  right,  either  under  the  statute  of  limitations  or 
presumption  of  payment,  of  a  vendor  to  recover  purchase  money  for 
land,  if  he  has  not  parted  with  the  legal  title.'  And  where  a  mort- 
gagor of  land  has  remained  in  possession  and  brings  suit  to  enforce 

16.  Junker  t.  Raah,  136  III.  179,  26  20.  BushceU  v.  BushneU,  77  .Wis. 
N.  E.  499,  11  L.R.A.  183.  435,  46  N.  W.  442,  9  L.R.A.  411. 

17.  United  States  Fidelity,  etc.,  Co.  1.  Hooper  v.  Hooper,  81  Md.  155, 
y.  Adone,  104  Tex.  379, 137  S.  W.  648,  31  Atl.  508,  48  A.  S.  R.  496. 

138  S.  W.  383,  Ann.  Caa.  1914B  667,     2.  PhilHpB  v.  Jonea,  79  Ark.  100,  95 

37  L.R.A.(N.S.)  409.  S.  W.  164,  9  Ann.  Cas.  131. 

18.  Train  v.  Emerson,  141  Ga.  95,  3.  Evans  v.  Johnson,  39  W.  Va.  299, 
80  S.  E.  554,  49  L.R.A.(N.S.}  950.  19  S.  E.  623,  45  A.  S.  B.  912.  23 

19.  Aldricfa  V.  Aldrich,  56  Vt.'324,  L.R.A.  737. 
48  Am.  Rep.  791. 
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specific  performance  of  bis  agreement  to  purchase  the  land  from  the 
purchaser  at  the  foreclosure  sale,  the  statute  of  limitations  governing 
actions  to  recover  land  held  under  judicial  sales  has  no  application  * 
Nor  can  time  ever  run  against  a  mortgagee  in  possession  because  be 
is  in  the  actual  poss^on  of  all  the  law  gives  him,  and  the  possesion 
itself  is  prima  facie  evidence  that  the  money  is  not  paid.*  For  the 
same  reason  it  has  been  asserted  that  the  statute  does  not  begin  to 
run  against  a  cestui  que  trust  in  possession  until  the  date  of  his  ouster, 
no  matter  what  the  nature  of  the  trust  may  be.'  But  one  by  assuming 
possession  of  a  tract  of  land  is  not  excused  from  prosecuting  a  suit 
within  the  prescribed  period  of  limitation,  againsft  a  person  holding 
an  adverse  title  thereto.^ 

360.  Remaindermen  and  Reversioners. — Since  the  estate  of  a 
remainderman  is  distinct  from  that  of  the  tenant  of  the  preceding 
particular  estate,  and  cannot  be,  in  any  way,  affected  by  the  laches 
or  any  act  of  the  particular  tenant,^  the  statute  of  limitations  based  on 
an  ouster  of  the  tenant  of  the  particular  estate  will  not  affect  the  rights 
of  a  remainderman  during  the  existence  of  the  particular  estate.* 
Under  this  principle  it  has  been  held  that  children  inheriting  from 
their  mother  real  estate  of  which  their  father  is  tenant  by  the  curtesy 
are  not  entitled  to  possession  until  after  his  death,  and  are  not  guilty 
of  laches  in  remaining  silent  during  their  father's  lifetime,  however 
long,  where  he  was  continuously  in  possession  But  remaindermen 
out  of  possession  and  while  the  life  tenant  is  alive  may  be  authorized 
by  statute  to  bring  an  action  to  determine  and  quiet  their  title  and 
under  such  laws  they  will  be  required  to  do  so  within  the  statu- 
tory period ;  but  a  statute  providing  that  no  action  for  the  recovery 
of  real  property  or  the  possession  thereof  can  be  maintained  unless 
the  plaintiff  or  his  predecessor  in  interest  was  seized  or  possessed  of 
the  property  within  five  years  before  the  commencement  of  the  action 
cannot  be  construed  as  making  the  statute  of  limitations  run  before 
a  cause  of  action  has  accrued,  and  thereby  cutting  off  the  right  of 
remaindermen  by  a  possession  held  adversely  to  them  during  the 
continuance  of  the  life  estate.^'  Whenever  a  reversioner  has  a  present 

4.  Phillips  V.  Jones,  79  AA,  100,  9  Pae.  202,  109  A.  S.  R.  162;  Allen  v. 
S.  W.  164,  9  Ann.  Cas.  131.  De  Groodt,  98  Mo.  159,  11  S.  W,  240, 

5.  Pettit  V.  Louis,  88  Neb.  496,  129  14  A.  S.  R.  626;  Jackson  v.  Johnson, 
N.  W.  1005,  34  L.R.A.(N.S.)  356  and  5  Cow.  (N.  Y.)  74,  15  Am.  Dec.  433 
note ;  Den  v.  Wright,  7  N.  J.  L.  175, 11  and  note.  See  also  Advbese  Possks- 
Am.  Dec.  546.        ■  sion,  vol.  1,  p.  743. 

6.  Fawcett  v.  Fawcett,  85  Wis.  332,  10.  Orthwein  v.  Thomas,  127  lU. 
55  N.  W.  405,  39  A.  S.  R.  844.  554,  21  N.  E.  430,  11  A.  S.  R.  159  and 

7.  Hanner  v.  Moulton,  138  U.  S.  note,  4  L.R.A.  434. 

486,  11  S.  Ct.  408,  34  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  11.  Murray  t.  Qoigley,  119  la.  6,  92 

1032.  N.  W.  869,  97  A.  S.  R.  276. 

8.  See  Rbmaindbbs.  12.  Pryor  v.  Winter,  147  Cal.  664, 
«.  Pryor  v.  Winter,  147  Cal.  554,  82  82  Pac.  202,  109  A.  S.  B.  162. 
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right  to  sue  for  injuries  to  the  reversion  the  statute  of  limitfttions  will 
run  against  him."  Where  possession  is  taken  under  a  deed  by  a 
married  woman  of  property  which  was  conveyed  to  a  trustee  for  her 
life  and  to  preserve  remainders,  with  power  to  convey  by  joining  the 
Hfe  tenant,  it  seems  that  the  statute  of  limitations  may  cerate  against 
not  only  the  trustee,  but  the  life  tenant  and  the  remaindermen.'* 

361.  Proceedings  between  Husband  and  Wife. — As  a  general  rule, 
the  statute  of  limitations  does  not  run  agaiiMt  claims,  existing  between 
husband  and  wife  during  the  continuance  of  the  marital  relation. 
This  rule  ie  based  on  tiie  general  public  policy  which  discountraances 
controversies  between  husband  and  wife.'*  In  several  cases  where 
a  husband  has  appropriated  property  belonging  to  his  wife  and  pur- 
chased property  in  his  own  name,  the  question  of  Uie  effect  of  the 
statute  of  limitations  on  the  wife's  rights  has  arisen.  In  such  cases 
it  has  been  held  that  the  husband  becomes  a  tinistee  of  the  property 
purchased  and  that  her  rights  against  her  husband  are  not  affected 
by  the  statute.'*  The  statute  of  limitations  does  not  run  against  a 
wife  on  a  note  given  her  by  her  husband  in  payment  of  an  anteraar- 
riage  debt  due  from  him  to  her,"  or  on  a  note  given  by  a  husband 
to  his  wife  as  evidence  that  he  holds  certain  moneys  in  trust  for  her 
as  her  separate  estate,  and  therefore  it  has  been  held  t^at  such  note 
may  constitute  a  claim  against  his  estate,  regardless  of  the  lapse  of 
time  since  he  made  it"  Where,  however,  a  mere  loan  is  made  by 
a  wife  to  her  husband  the  statute  may  run  against  it,"  unless  by  law 
she  is  unable  to  sue  her  husband,  in  which  event  her  right  will  be 
suspended  during  the  covwture.**  In  regard  to  real  ^tate  held  by  a 
husband  and  wife  by  entireties  the  husband  cannot  prejudice  the 
wife's  estate  by  his  laches  or  his  positive  acts.' 

362.  Nonresidents. — In  the  absence  of  any  saving  clause  or  pro- 
vision to  the  contrary,  statutes  of  limitation  operate  against  non- 
resident plainti£fo  who  bring  actions  in  the  courts  as  well  as  against 
residents.  Were  the  rule  otherwise,  the  result  would  be  that  non- 
resident litigants  coming  into  the  courts  of  a  state  to  enforce  a  foreign 
cause  of  action  would  possess  greater  rights  and  privileges  than  citizens 
of  such  state.   This  does  not  mean  that  statutes  of  limitation  have 

13.  Kingston  Lehigh  Yal.  Coal  rill,  81  Wis.  Ifil,  50  N.  W.  SOS,  29  A. 
Co.,  241  Pa.  St.  469,  88  Atl.  763,  49  S.  R.  877. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  557  and  note.  18.  Veal  v.  Veal,  89  Ky.  314.  12  S. 

14.  Cameron  v.  Hicks,  141  N.  C.  21,  W.  384,  25  A.  S.  B.  534. 

53  S.  E.  728,  7  L.B.A.CN.S.)  407.  19.  In  re  Deaner,  126  la.  701,  102 

15.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  570.  N.  W.  826, 106  A.  S.  R.  374. 

And  see  Husbakd  akd  Wife,  vol.  13,  20.  Dougherty  v.  Snyder,  15  Serg.  A 

p.  1405.  R.  (Pa.)  84,  16  Am.  Dec.  520.  See 

16.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  19140  572.  See  supra,  par.  334. 

Httsband  and  Wife,  vol.  13,  pp.  1.  Johnson  v.  Edvards,  109  N.  C 

U58-115g.  466, 14  S.  E.  91, 26  A.  S.  R.  680; 

17.  Betoit  Second  Nat.  Bank  v.  Mer- 
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any  extraterritorial  effect  so  far  as  foreign  causes  of  a<etion  are  con- 
cerned, but  that  the  foreign  right  sought  to  be  enforced  has  ceased 

to  exist  after  the  statute  has  run  so  far  as  regards  its  enforcement  in 
such  state  is  concerned.*  Mere  nonreaidence,  therefore,  does  not 
reUeve  against  the  running  of  ihe  statute  of  limitations  except  when 
it  may  be  otherwise  provided  by  law.'  A  state  may  provide  that  an 
action  accruing  against  a  person  when  he  is  out  of  the  state  may  be 
commenced  within  the  time  limited  after  his  return,  and  that  if, 
after  the  cause  of  action  accrues,  he  afterwards  departs  from  the  state, 
the  time  of  his  absence  is  not  a  part  of  the  time  limited  for  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action.*  A  state  may  enact  a  law  declaring  that 
all  judgments  which  had  been  obtained  in  any  other  state  prior  to 
the  passage  of  the  law  should  be  barred  unless  suit  was  brought  upon 
the  judgment  within  two  years  after  the  passage  of  the  aot*  Laws 
of  this  type  may  be  directed  especially  against  absconding  debtors 
and  may  apply  only  to  cases  where  the  defendant  resides  in  the 
state  when  the  cause  of  action  accrues,  but  is  either  out  of  the  state 
or  has  absconded  or  concealed  himself,  and  they  may  provide  that 
the  time  of  his  absence  or  concecdment  shall  not  be  computed  in 
his  favor.'  A  statute  of  a  foreign  country  providing  that  a  cause  of 
action  for  personal  injuries  shall  be  absolutely  extinguished  in  one 
year  will  not  operate  as  a  defense  to  a  suit  in  the  United  States  where 
the  injured  person  left  such  country  before  such  statute  became 
operative  by  titie  expiration  of  the  year.* 

XVni.  Plbadixg  and  Practicb 


OenenU  Matten 

363.  Complaint. — The  general  rule  seems  to  be  that  the  plaintiff 
need  not  affirmatively  show  in  his  complaint  that  the  cause  of  action 
is  not  barred  by  the  statute  in  order  that  he  may  recover,^  as  the  bar 
of  the  statute  is  a  matter  of  defense  which,  in  order  to  prevent  a 
i-ecovery,  must  be  asserted  by  the  defendant  at  the  appropriate  stage 
of  the  proceeding.*  So  it  has  been  decided  that  a  complaint  filed  to 

2.  Arp  V.  AUis-Chalmere  Co.,  130  Caa.  39,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  775. 

Wis.  454,  110  N.  W.  386, 118  A.  S.  B.  7.  Canadian  Pac.  R.  Co.  v.  Johns- 
1036,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  997.  ton,  61  Fed.  738,  26  U.  S.  App.  85,  9 

3.  Aultman,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Meade,  121  C.  C.  A.  587,  25  L.R.A.  470. 

Ky.  241,  89  S.  W.  137,  123  A,  S.  R.  8.  State  v.  Parsona,  147  Ind.  579,  47 

193.  N.  E.  17,  62  A.  S.  R.  430  and  note; 

4.  McKee  v.  Dodd,  152  Cal.  637,  93  Backus  v.  Clark,  1  Kan.  303,  83  Am. 
Pae.  854,  125  A.  S.  R.  82,  14  L.B»&.  Dec.  437  and  note;  Chiles  v.  Drake,  2 
(N.S.)  780.  Mete  (Ky.)  146,  74  Am.  Dec.  406  and 

5.  Alabama  Bank  v.  Dalton,  9  How.  note. 

522, 13  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  242.  9.  See  infra,  par.  366  et  seq.,  as  to 

6.  Bniner  v.  Martin,  76  Kan.  862,  pleading;  par.  373  et  seq.,  as  to  de- 
93  Pac.  165, 123  A.  S.  B.  172, 14  Ann.  marrer. 
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recovw  damages  for  wrongful  death  is  not  demurrable  for  failure  to 
state  that  the  action  was  brought  within  the  period  prescribed,  after 
death,  under  a  statute  giving  the  personal  representative  a  right 
under  certain  circurastances  to  maintain  an  action  for  wrongful  acts 
resulting  in  death,  to  be  commenced  within  a  spemfied  time  there- 
after." On  this  point,  however,  the  decisions  are  not  in  harmony," 
and  other  cases  hold  that  where  a  statute  creates  a  right  of  action, 
conditioned  upon  its  enforcement  within  a  prescribed  period,  time 
is  of  the  essence  of  the  right  and  it  is  necessary  for  one  bringing  an 
action  thereunder  to  state  a  case  within  the  statute.^*  In  this  con- 
nection it  has  also  been  decided  that  a  declaration  in  an  action  under 
a  statute  for  causing  the  deaUi  of  a  person  is  sufficient  after  verdict, 
where  it  alleges  the  time  of  death,  which  was  the  specified  period 
before  the  commencement  of  the  action,  without  specifically  alleging 
that  it  was  within  that  period  before  the  action  was  commenced.^* 
In  respect  to  actions  founded  on  fraud  it  has  been  declared  that 
though  a  statute  provides  that  a  cause  of  action  on  the  ground  of 
fraud  shall  not  be  deemed  to  have  accrued  until  the  discovery  by 
the  a^ieved  party  of  the  facts  constituting  the  fraud,  the  party 
relying  on  such  statute  must  show  that  he  used  due  diligence  to 
detect  the  fraud  complained  of,  and  should  state  when  he  discovered 
it,  how  the  discovery  was  made,  and  why  it  was  not  made  sooner.** 
Again,  it  has  been  said  that  an  allegation  in  a  pleading  showing 
money  to  have  been  loaned  at  a  date  sufficiently  remote  to  admit  of 
the  running  of  the  statute  of  limitations  raises  no  presumption  that 
the  statute  has  run.  But  when  the  allegation  is  consistent  with  the 
opposite  conclusion — that  is,  that  the  debt  is  not  barred — the  defense 
must  be  raised  by  plea.'*  And  in  an  action  on  an  oral  promise  to 
repay  borrowed  money  when  able,  it  is  held  that  the  plaintiff  must 
allege  and  prove  the  debtor's  ability  to  pay.** 

364.  Trial  and  Findings. — ^Where  a  cause  of  action  has  been  barred 
by  the  statute  of  limitations  duly  pleaded,  it  has  been  held  to  be 
proper  in  some  cases  for  the  trial  court  to  direct  a  verdict  for  the 
defendant,'^  and  in  others,  to  sustain  the  motion  of  the  defendante 

10.  Chiles  T.  Drake,  2  Mete.  (Ky.)  13.  HiU  v.  New  Haven,  37  Vt  601, 
146,  74  Am.  Dec.  406;  Shamw  v.  In-  88  Am.  Dec.  613. 

land  lines,  214  N.  Y.  101,  108  N.  E.  14.  Lataillade  v.  Oreua,  91  Cal.  565, 

217,  L.R.A.1915B  1192  and  note.  27  Pac.  924,  25  A.  S.  R.  219  and  note. 

11.  Note:  L.R.A.1915E  1192.  15.  Curtiss  v.  Aetna  Life  Ins.  Co., 

12.  Morrison  v.  Baltimore,  etc.,  R.  90  Cal.  245,  27  Pac.  211,  25  A.  S.  R. 
Co.,  40  App.  Cas.  (D.  C.)  391,  Ann.  114. 

Cas.  1914C  1026  and  note;  Qulledge  16.  Van  Bnskirk  v.  Kuhns,  164  Cal. 

V.  Seaboard  Air  Line  R.  Co.,  147  N.  472,  129  Pac.  587,  Ann.  Cas.  1914B 

C.  234,  60  S.  E.  1134, 125  A.  S.  R.  644  932,  44  L.RJ^.(N.S.)  710. 

and  note.  17.  Curran  v.  Witter,  68  Wis.  16,  31 

Notes:  10  Ann.  Cu.  821;  L.R.A.  N.  W.  705,  60  Am.  Rep.  827. 
1915E  1192. 
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for  a  nonsuit,'*  and  the  statute  of  limitations  cannot  when  not  pleaded 
be  made  an  issue  for  the  first  time  by  motion  to  direct  a  verdict.** 
But  it  has  been  held  that  even  if  the  action  has  been  barred  by  limitar 
tion,  that  question  cannot  be  raised  by  a  motion  to  quash  the  process.*** 
Where  matters  are  sought  to  be  estabUshed  in  rebuttal  to  meet  and 
overcome  a  presumption  of  payment  from  lapse  of  time,  it  is  the 
function  of  the  court  to.  determine  whether  the  facts  and  cinnim- 
stances  relied  on  would  amount  to  a  rebuttal  of  tlie  prraumption.' 
On  the"  other  hand,  certain  questions  affecting  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions may  be  treated  as  mixed  issues  of  law  and  fact  to  be  passed  upon 
by  the  jury.  For  example,  where  the  facts  are  disputed  that  go  to 
prove  a  new  promise  sufficient  to  take  a  debt  out  of  the  statute  of 
limitations,  the  jury  on  this  ground  may  determine  whether  a 
sufficient  acknowledgment  or  promise  has  been  made.'  And  where 
the  application  of  a  statute  of  limitations  depends  on  whether  a  defend- 
ant was  absent  from  the  state  for  longer  than  two  years,  it  has  been 
held  that  the  jury  was  justified  in  deciding  that  the  statute  had  not 
run  where  the  sole  witness  on  the  subject  testified  that  the  defendant 
was  absent  from  the  state  either  two,  three  or  four  years.'  Again, 
it  seems  that  a  finding  is  sufficient  if  the  truth  or  falsity  of  each 
material  allegation  in  issue  can  be  demonstrated  therefrom.  Under 
this  rule  the  courts  have  held  that  a  finding  that  a  second  account 
included  the  amount  due  in  a  first  account  amounted  to  a  finding 
ttiat  the  action  was  not  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations.^  It  may 
also  be  stated  that  a  special  finding  of  t^e  court  for  the  defendant  on 
a  plea  of  the  statute  of  limitations  is  sufficient,  although  it  does  not 
find  the  contract  by  which  the  suit  was  brought,  or  fix  the  date  when 
the  cause  of  action  accrued." 

365.  Appeal  and  New  Trial. — The  rule  is  generally  recognized  that 
the  defense  of  the  statute  of  limitations  will  not  be  considered  when 
it  is  raised  for  the  first  time  in  an  appellate  court.*  The  refusal  of 
the  court  to  admit  at  that  state  of  the  proceedings  the  plea  of  the 
statute  of  limitations  appears  to  be  based  on  the  doctrine  that  the 
)>arties  seeking  to  invoke  the  statute  have  waived  their  right  to  do  so 
by  having  failed  to  interpose  it  in  the  lower  court.'  But  it  has  been 

18.  Butte  V.  Goodwin,  47  Moot.  156,  14  Am.  Rep.  584. 

134  Pac.  670,  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  1012.  4.  Ready  t.  McDonald,  128  Cal. 

19.  Borghart  v.  Cedar  Rapids,  126  663,  61  Pae.  Sr72,  79  A.  S.  R.  70  and 
la.  313,  101  N.  W.  1120,  68  L.R,A.  note. 

306.  5.  Heath  t.  Board  of  Mississippi 

20.  Lane  v.  Bauserman,  103  Vs.  146,  Levee  Com'rs,  109  U.  S.  268,  3  S.  Ct. 
48  S.  E.  857,  106  A.  S.  R.  872.  284,  27  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  930. 

1.  Gregory  t.  Com.,  121  Pa.  St  611,  6.  Upton  McLaughlin,  105  U.  S. 
15  Atl.  452,  6  A.  S.  R.  804  and  note.  640, 26  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1197;  Bardon  v. 

2.  Martin  v.  Broach,  6  Ga.  21,  50  Land,  etc.,  Imp.  Co.,  157  U.  S.  327, 15 
Am.  Dec.  306.  S.  Ct.  650,  39  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  719. 

3.  Kennedy  v.  Shea,  110  Mass.  147,  7.  See  supra,  par.  240. 
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held  to  be  proper  to  raise  the  question  of  the  statute  of  limitations 
by  motion  to  set  aside  supplementary  proceedings  iostitated  on  a 
judgment,  provided  that,  under  the  particular  circumstances  of  the 
case,  the  question  could  not  have  been  raised  at  an  earlier  stage  in 
the  proceedings."  And  where  an  action  for  permanent  damage  to 
real  property  has  been  barred  by  limitation,  and  the  statute  has  been 
properly  pleaded,  an  appellate  court  will  refuse  to  reverse  a  judg- 
ment for  the  defendant  on  account  of  an  erroneous  instruction  as  to 
permanent  damage,  since  no  advantage  would  result  from  the  award 
of  a  new  trial  *  Again,  when  the  refusal  of  the  trial  court  to  permit 
the  plea  of  limitations  to  be  filed  on  the  ground  that  it  has  not  been 
filed  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  rules  of  practice  adopted  in 
that  court,  tiie  appellate  court  will  presume  that  the  court  below 
construed  correctly  its  own  rules,  unless  the  party  excepting  to  the 
refusal  incorporates  the  rule  in  his  bill  of  exception8.^<*  On  the.other 
hand,  it  has  been  held  that^  a  new  trial  may  be  ordered  in  a  case  in 
which  evidence  tended  to  show  that  the  action  j^as  barred  by  limita- 
tions as  to  one  or  more  unequal  parts  of  certain  land  which  was  not 
undivided  and  that  it  was  not  bured  as  to  other  parts,  but  failed  to 
disclose  as  to  which  parts  the  statutory  bar  was  complete,  and  such 
uncertainty  in  the  proof  was  due  to  the  fact  that  neither  the  trial 
court  nor  counsel  deemed  suc^  proof  material.^^  Trial  courts,  also, 
are  usually  accorded  considerable  discretion  in  the  granting  or  refus- 
ing to  grant  new  trials  on  questions  involving  the  plea  of  limitation 
laws.  Thus  it  has  been  held  proper-for  a  court  to  set  aside  a  default 
at  the  term  in  which  the  judgment  was  rend^ed,  on  good  cause  shown, 
and  to  permit  the  defendant  to  plead  the  statute  of  limitations.^' 


366.  General  Matters. — A  plea  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  .pre- 
sented when  the  limitation  period  has  expired,  in  a  suit  by  a  foreign 
corporation  which  has  not  complied  with  the  requirements  of  a 
statute  forbidding  it  to  prosecute  a  suit  until  it  has  so  complied, 
has  been  held  to  be  in  ample  time,  although  the  suit  was  commenced 
some  time  before.**  But  it  has  been  declared  that  a  plea  of  the  stat- 
ute cannot  be  sustained  which  rests  upon  a  supposed  state  of  facts 
which  may  not  exist.  It  must  be  an  answer  to  any  case  which  may 
be  legally  established  under  the  declaration.    So  where  the  statute 

8.  Merchants'  Nat.  Bank  v.  Braith-  11.  Paine  v.  Dodds,  14  N.  D.  189, 
waite,  7  N.  D.  358,  75  N.  W.  244,  66  103  N.  W.  931,  116  A.  S.  R.  674. 


9.  Cherry  v.  Lake  Drummond  Canal,  296,  21  Am.  Dec.  632. 
etc.,  Co.,  140  N.  C.  422,  53  S.  E.  138,      13.  Western  Electrical  Co.  v.  Pick- 
Ill  A.  S.  R.  850,  6  Ann.  Cas.  143.  ett,  51  Colo.  415,  118  Pac.  988,  Ann. 

10.  Packet  Co.  v.  Sickles,  19  Wall.  Cas.  1913A  1322,  38  L.R.A.(N.8.} 


Pleading  Statute 


A.  S.  R.  653. 


12.  Wilson  T.  Torbet,  3  Stew.  (Ala.) 


611,  22  n.  S.  (L.  ed.)  203. 


702. 
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imposed  a  bar  on  a  certain  speciQa  of  contracts  after  three  years  and 
on  othors  aftor  two  years  the  plea  of  the  statute  was  held  to  be  bad 

where  it  did  not  show  that  the  contract  in  question  was  of  the  latter 
class.  *^  Again,  when  a  plea  of  the  statute  of  limitation  of  another 
state  is  made  it  should  allege  the  terms  and  provifdons  of  the  statute 
of  such  other  state.  Tf  this  is  not  done,  the  court  may  assume  that 
^  the  cause  of  action  is  governed  by  the  laws  of  the  state  in  which  the 
proceedings  are  brought.'*  And  where  a  statutory  rule  exists  to  the 
effect  that  a  statute  of  limitations  may  be  pleaded,  without  stating  the 
facts,  by  a  general  statcnnent  that  the  cause  of  action  is  barred  by  a 
specified  section  of  the  law,  it  is  held  not  to  be  subject  to  an  implied 
exception  in  the  case  of  a  limitation  law  applicable  to  actions  barred 
in  another  state.''  The  defense  of  the  statute  of  limitations  may  be 
set  up  in  an  answer  as  well  as  by  technical  plea.'^  And  where  the 
statute  is  pleaded  as  a  defense,  the  matters  upon  which  the  plaintiff 
relies  for  relief  against  such  defense  are  U9naUy  deemed  t«  have  been 
pleaded  in  his  reply  thereto.*® 

367.  Necessity  of  Pleadii^. — ^It  may  be  stated  generally  that  indul- 
gence will  not  be  granted  to  a  party  who  fails,  in  due  time  and  proper 
form,  to  invoke  the  protection  of  the  statute  of  limitations.**  And 
it  is  a  general  rule  that  unless  the  facts  that  raise  the  bar  of  the  stat- 
ute appear  to  be  admitted,'**  so  that  the  defense  is  available  by  de- 
murrer,* it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  get  the  benefit  of  the  enactment 
as  a  defense,  that  a  debtor  m\ist  plead  it  specially,  and  if  he  fails  to 
do  so  the  defense  is  not  available,  for  it  is  deemed  waived,  and  the 
plaintiff  may  recover  as  in  other  cases,  notwithstanding  the  statute 
has  run.'  The  reason  for  tiiis  rule  lies  in  the  fact  that  statutes  of 
limitation  presuppose  an  established  substantive  right,  but  forbid  the 
plaintiff  from  enforcing  it  by  the  customary  remedies.  Therefore, 
the  statute  is  a  weapon  of  defense,  and  ordinarily  must  be  pleaded  and 

14.  LyoD  T.  Bertzam,  20  How.  149,  Easton  Nat.  Bank  v.  American  Brick, 
16  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  847.  etc,  Co.,  70  N.  J.  Eq.  732,  64  Atl.  917, 

15.  Yalz  V.  Birmingham  First  Nat  10  Ann.  Gas.  84,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  271. 
Bank,  90  Ky.  543,  29  S.  W.  329,  49  A.  20.  Easton  Nat  Bank  t.  American 
S.  B.  306.  Brick,  etc.,  Co.,  70  N.  J.  Eq.  732,  64 

16.  AUen  t.  Allen,  96  CaL  184,  30  Atl.  917,  10  Ann.  Cas.  84,  8  L..R.A. 
Pac  213,  16  L.B.A.  646.  (N.8.)  271. 

17.  Dngan  v.  Oittings,  3  Gill  (Md.)  1.  Low  v.  Ramsey,  135  Ey.  333, 122 
138,  43  Am.  Bee.  306;  Duokett  v.  Na-  S.  W.  167,  136  A.  8.  R.  459.  As  to 
tional  Mechanics'  Bimk,  86  Hd.  400,  demurrer  as  means  of  interposing  de 
38  Atl.  983,  63  A.  8.  B.  513,  39  L.R.A.  fense  of  statute  of  Umitotions,  see  in- 
84 ;  Dickson  r.  Miller,  11  Smedea  &  M.  f ra,  par.  373  et  seq. 

(Mias.)  694,  49  Am.  Dec.  71.  2.  8uUivan  v.  Portland,  ete.,  R.  Co., 

18.  Fox  T.  Tay,  89  Cal.  339,  24  Pac.  94  U.  8.  806,  24  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  324; 
855,  26  Pac.  897,  23  A.  8.  R.  474.  See  Alexander  v.  Bryan,  110  V.  8.  414,  4 
however,  infra,  par.  379.                '  8.  Ct  107,  28  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  195; 

19.  Retzer  v.  Wood,  109  U.  8.  185,  Sanger  v.  Nightingale,  122  U.  S.  176,7 
3  8.  Ct  164,  27  U.  8.  <L.  ed.)  900:  S.  Ct  U09,  30  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  1105; 
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relied  on  by  the  defendant.'  Yet  the  necessity  of  pleading  the  statute 
of  limitations  applies  only  to  cases  where  the  remedy  alone  is  taken 
away,  and  in  which  the  defense  is  by  way  of  confession  and  avoidance 
and  does  not  apply  where  the  right  and  title  to  the  thing  is  extin- 
guished and  gone,  and  the  defense  is  by  denial  of  that  right  Thus 
where  the  right  of  a  plaintiff  to  rent  ia  extinguished  after  twenty 
years  the  rule  requiring  the  pleading  of  the  statute  is  inapplicable 
and  the  question  may  be  raised  by  a  plea  of  non  tenuit.*  And  the 
statute  need  not  be  pleaded  in  ejectment  as  a  defense  but  is  available 

Shields  v.  Sohifl,  124  U.  S.  35X,  8  S.  39  L.B.A.  84;  Emexaon  v.  Gaither,  103 
Ct.  510,  31  V.  S.  (L.  ed.)  445;  Gorm-  Md.  664,  64  AtL  26,  8  L.BA.(N.S.) 
ley  V.  Bunyan,  138  U.  S.  623,  11  S.  738;  Oilbert  t.  Hewetaon,  79  Minn. 
Ct  453,  34  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1086;  WiU-  326, 82  N.  W.  665, 79  A.  S.  R.  486  and 
ard  V.  Wood,  164  U.  S.  502,  17  S.  Ct  note;  Wilkinson  v.  Flowers,  37  Wm. 
176,  41  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  531;  Rich  t.  579,  76  Am.  Dee.  78;  Tazoo,  etc.,  R. 
Bray,  37  Fed.  273,  2  L.B.A.  225;  Was-  Co.  v.  Kirk,  102  Miss.  41,  58  So.  710, 
aeU  T.  Reardon,  U  Aric.  705,  54  Am.  834,  Ann.  Gas.  1914C  968,  42  L.BA. 
Dec.  245  and  note;  Strayhom  v.  Mc-  (N.S.)  1172;  ParcfaenT.  Chessman,  49 
Call,  78  Ai^.  209,  96  S.  W.  456,  8  Mont  326, 142  Pac.  631, 146  Pae.  469, 
Ann.  Caa.  377  and  note;  Western  Ann.  Cas.  1916A  681;  Shreve  v.  Joyee, 
Union  Tel.  Co.  v.  State,  82  Ark.  309,  36  N.  J.  L.  44, 13  Am.  Rep.  417;  £aa- 
101  S.  W.  748,  12  Ann.  Caa.  82  and  ton  Nat.  Bank  v.  American  Brick,  ete., 
note;  Cooke  v.  Spears,  2  Cal.  409,  56  Co.,  70  N.  J.  Eq.  732,  64  At).  917,  10 
Am.  Dec.  348;  Curtiss  t.  Aetna  Life  Ann.  Caa.  84,  8  LJtA.(N.S.)  271; 
Ins.  Co.,  90  Gal.  245,  27  Pae.  211,  26  Waggoner  t.  Jarmaine,  3  Denio  (N. 
A.  S.  R.  114;  Brown  T.  Bell,  46  Colo.  Y.)  306,  45  Am.  Dee.  474;  Stnrges  v. 
163, 103  Pao.  380,  133  A.  S.  R.  54,  23  Burton,  8  Ohio  St.  215,  72  Am.  Dec. 
L.RA.(N.S.)  1096;  Morrison  v.  Bal-  582  and  note;  Martin  v.  Pittsburg  Rys. 
timore,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  40  App.  Cas.  (D.  Co.,  227  Pa.  St.  18,  75  Atl.  837,  19 
C.)  391,  Ann.  Cas.  1914G  1026;  Woi^  Ann.  Gas.  818,  26  LJt.A.(N.S.)  1221 
thy  T.  Johnson,  8  Ga.  236,  62  Am.  Dee.  and  note;  Jackson  t.  Plyler,  38  S.  C. 
399  and  note;  Gebhart  t.  Adams,  23  496, 17  8.  E.  255,  37  A.  S.  R.  782  and 
in.  397,  76  Am.  Dec.  702  and  note;  note;  Iowa  Loan,  etc.,  Co.  t.  Sdmoae, 
Sleeth  T.  Murphy,  Morris  (la.)  321,  19  S.  D.  248,  103  N.  W.  22,  9  Ann. 
41  Am.  Dee.  232;  Wapello  County  t.  Cas.  265;  McCarthy  Bros.  Co.  t.  Hans- 
Bigbam,  10  la.  39,  74  Am.  Dec.  370  kntt,  29  S.  D.  535,  137  N.  W.  286, 
and  note ;  Easton  v.  Somerville,  111  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  889  and  note ;  John- 
la.  164,  82  N.  W.  475,  82  A.  S.  R.  502  son  v.  Cooper,  2  Yerg.  (Tenn.)  524,  24 
and  note;  Fred  Miller  Brewing  Co.  t.  Am.  Deo.  502;  Gibson  t.  Green,  89  Va. 
Capital  Ins.  Co.,  Ill  la.  690,  82  N.  W.  524,  16  S.  E.  661,  37  A.  S.  R.  888 
1023,  82  A.  S.  R.  529  and  note;  Back-  and  note;  Parker  v.  Kane,  4  Wis.  1, 
US  V.  Clark,  1  Kan.  303,  83  Am.  Dec.  66  Am.  Dec.  283  and  note. 
437  and  note;  Chiles  v.  Drake,  2  Mete.  Notes:  61  A.  S.  R.  931;  90  A.  S.  R. 
(Ky.)  146,  74  Am.  Dec.  406;  Valz  v.  670;  109  A.  8.  R.  641. 
Birmingham  First  Nat.  Bank,  96  Ky.  See  infra,  par.  371,  as  to  amend- 
643,  29  8.  W.  329*  49  A.  S.  R.  306  and  ment  of  pleading, 
note;  Low  v.  Ramsey,  135  Ky.  333, 122  3.  Chesapeake,  etc.,  Canal  Co.  r. 
8.  W.  167,  135  A.  8.  R.  459;  Cham-  United  States,  223  Fed.  926, 139  G.  a 
bers  V.  Chamben,  4  GiU  ft  J.  (Md.)  A.  406,  LJLA.1916B  734. 
420,  23  Am.  Dee.  672;  Dnekett  Na-  4.  De  Beanvoir  t.  Owen,  5  Ezoh. 
tknal  Ueehaniea'  Bank,  86  Md.  513,  166, 19  L.  J.  Ex.  177,16  Eng.  BuL  Caa. 
88  AU.  083,  68  A  8.  B.  513  and  note,  313. 
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as  such  under  a  general  denial.*^  It  has  also  been  decided  that,  under 
a  statute  which  forbids  the  allowance  of  a  claim  against  an  estate 
which  is  shown  to  be  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations,  it  is  not 
nec^sary  to  plead  the  statute  thereto."  Furthermore,  a  plaintiff  may 
usually  avail  himself  of  the  statute  of  limitations  against  a  set-off 
given  in  evidence  by  the  defendant  without  pleading  the  statute  in 
any  way.'  Again,  it  has  been  held  that  the  statute  of  limitations  is 
available  as  a  defense  without  a  formal  plea  thereof,  if  the  nature  of 
the  proceeding  is  such  that  the  statute  cannot  be  interposed  directly 
as  a  bar  to  the  plaintiff's  right  of  action,  and  is  relied  upon  merely 
OS  precluding  the  plaintiff  from  assailing,  on  the*  ground  of  fraud, 
an  instrument  offered  in  evidence  by  the  defendant*  And  the  gen- 
eral rule  that  a  party  making  a  defense  of  the  statute  of  limitations 
must  plead  the  statute,  if  he  wishes  the  benefit  of  its  provisions,  has 
no  application  to  suits  in  the  court  of  claims  against  the  United 
States* 

368,  Rule  in  Equity  as  to  Pleading  Statute. — The  general  necessity 
of  pleading  the  statute  has  been  asserted  in  cases  where  it  is  relied  on 
in  a  suit  in  equil^.^®  In  that  case,  however,  it  has  been  held  that  the 
plea  of  tlie  statute  ia  not  required  to  be  formal  or  technical ;  a  sub- 
stantial statement  of  the  defense  intended  to  be  relied  on,  which  clearly 
advises  the  opposite  party  of  its  true  character,  being  all  that  is 
required,  but  if  the  language  used  is  equivocal  or  subject  to  two  con- 
structions, one  of  which  would  present  one  character  of  defense  and 
the  other  a  different  one,  the  defendant  will  not  be  allowed  to  avail 
himself  of  proof  applicable  to  either.'*  The  reason  for  the  general 
rule  is  that  the  complainant  should  have  notice  of  the  defense  in 
order  that  he  may  have  an  opportunity  of  bringing  his  case  within 
the  exceptions  of  the  statute  by  special  replication,  or  by  an  amend- 
ment of  his  bill,  and  not  be  taken  by  surprise  at  the  hearing.**  Under 
this  rule  the  statute  may  be  pleaded  in  actions  of  dower  in  equity, 
and  where  the  bill  does  not  state  any  circumstances  to  take  the  case 
out  of  the  statute,  the  plea  may  be  a  pure  plea,  and  need  not  be  accom- 
panied by  an  answer  in  a  case  in  which  the  bill  merely  contains  the 
formal  allegations  in  regard  to  title  papers,  which  are  found  in  such 
bills,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  what  is  ordinarily  a  legal  right 

6.  Stoeker  v.  Green,  94  Mo.  280,  7  10.  Strayhom  t.  MeCall,  78  Ark. 
S.  W.  279,  4  A.  8.  a  382  and  note.     209, 95  S.  W.  455, 8  Ann.  Gas.  377  and 

6.  Martin  v.  MaxtiD,  108  Wis.  284,  note;  Chambers  v.  Gbalmeis,  4  Oill 
84  N.  W.  439,  81  A.  S.  E.  895.  &  J.  (Md.)  420,  -23  Am.  Dec.  572; 

7.  Woodland  Oil  Co.  v.  Byers,  223  Johnson  v.  Cooper,  2  Yerg.  (Tenn.) 
Pa.  St.  241,  72  Ati.  518,  132  A.  S.  R.  524,  24  Am.  Dee.  502. 

737.  11.  WUkinson      Fktwen,  37  Hiss. 

8.  Jackson  v.  Plyler,  38  S.  C.  496,  679, 75  Am.  Deo.  78  and  note. 

17  8.  E.  255,  37  A.  S.  R.  782  and  note.     12.  Strayhom  t.  McCall,  78  Ark. 

0.  Finn  v.  United  States.  123  U.  S.  209,  95  S.  W.  465,  8  Ann.  Gas.  377 
227,  8  S.  Ct.  82,  31  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  128.  and  note. 
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within  the  jurisdiction  of  a  court  of  equity.**  Similarly  it  has  been 
held  that  a  defendant  to  an  attachment  in  chancery  may  plead  the 
statute  of  limitations  without  answer.'^ 

369.  Application  of  Rule  as  to  Pleading  Statute. — The  general 

rule  that  the  statute  must  be  pleaded  has  been  f^plied  in  actions  on 
penal  statutes,  as  for  instance  an  action  to  recover  a  statutory  penalty 
for  cutting  timber,'*  or  for  the  failure  of  a  corporation  to  file  with  the 
secretary  of  state  a  copy  of  its  articles  of  incorporation  and  to  pay  the 
fee  required  by  law,**  or  to  recover  the  penalty  and  damages  for  failure 
to  maintain  cattle  guards.'^  But  in  other  cases  it  has  been  held  that 
the  question  of  the  expiration  of  the  limitation  period  may  be  raised 
by  general  denial  in  a  suit  for  a  penfdty  which,  by  statute,  must  be 
brought  within  a  specified  time  after  the  offense  is  committed.*®  In 
conformity  to  the  general  rule  the  courts  have  also  held  that  the 
defense  of  the  statute  must  be  properly  raised  by  a  plea  of  the  statute 
in  actions  for  the  foreclosure  of  mortgages,**  and  in  a  suit  against  a 
surety,*®  or  against  the  estate  of  a  decedent.*  And  where  a  petition 
in  chancery  has  been  filed  by  the  receiver  of  an  insolvent  corporation, 
to  enforce  stockholders'  liability  for  unpaid  stock  subscriptions  to 
satisfy  creditors'  claims,  if  the  stockholders  do  not  question  the  validity 
of  a  certain  claim  as  i^ainst  the  corporation  or  assert  tiiat  it  is  barred 
by  the  statute  they  will  not  be  permitted  to  claim  on  appeal  that  the 
debt  of  such  person  is  barred.*  And  the  statute  must  be  pleaded,  in 
order  to  limit  the  recovery  for  a  nuisance,  to  the  damages  accnung 
within  the  statutory  period  next  before  the  commencement  of  the 
action.*  Similarly  in  an  action  on  a  promissory  note  secured  by  a 
mortgage,  where  the  defendant  has  set  up,  as  a  counterclaim,  pay- 
ments made  to  the  plaintiff  under  an  agreement  which  is  not  binding, 
it  has  been  held  that  Uie  plaintiff  cannot  contend  that  some  of  such 
payments  are  barred  by  limitation,  if  he  has  failed  to  plead  the 
statute  to  the  counterclaim.*  But  it  has  been  decided  that  limitations 

ly.  Conover  v.  Wright,  6  N.  J.  Eq.  Note:  12  Ann.  Cas.  87. 

oJU,  47  Am.  Dec.  213.  19.  Shields  v.  ShiflE.  124  U.  S.  351, 

14.  Wilaon  V.  Koonta,  7  Cranch  202,  8  S.  Ct.  510,  31  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  445; 
^  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  315.  WUkinson  v.  Flowers,  37  Miss.  579,  75 

15.  Gebhart  v.  Adams,  23  ID.  397,  Am.  Dee.  78. 

76  Am.  Dec.  702  and  note.  20.  Alexander  v.  Bryan,  110  U.  S. 

16.  Western  Union  Tel.  Co.  v.  Stat«,  414,  4  S.  Ct.  107,  28  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  195. 
82  Ark.  309,  101  S.  W.  748,  12  Ann.  1.  B:a8ton  v.  Somerville,  111  la.  164. 
Cas.  82  and  note.  82  N.  W.  47fi,  82  A.  S.  R.  602  and 

17.  Yazoo,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Kirk,  102  note. 

Miss.  41,  58  So.  710,  834,  Ann.  Cas.  2.  Easton  Nat.  Bank  v.  American 

1914C  968,  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1172.  Brick,  etc.,  Co.,  70  N.  J,  Eq.  732,  64 

18.  Western  Electrical  -Co.  v.  Pick-  Atl.  917,  10  Ann.  Cas.  84,  8  L.R.A.  ' 
ett,  51  Colo.  415,  118  Pac.  988,  Ann.  (N.S.)  271. 

Cas.  1913A1322,  38  L.R.A.(N.S.)  702.  3.  Waggoner  v.  Jermaine,  3  Deiiio 

See  also  Estill  v.  Fox,  7  T.  B.  Mon.  (N.  Y.)  306,  45  Am.  Dec.  474. 

(Ky.)  552,  18  Am.  Dec.  213.  4.  Iowa  Loan,  etc.,  Co.  t.  Schnose, 
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need  not  be  specially  pleaded  by  tbe  defendant  in  an  action  for  death 
by  wrongful  act,  aa  Uie  action  is  a  statutory  one,  and  a  requirement 
in  the  enactment  that  the  action  must  be  brou^t  within  a  certain 
time  is  regarded  as  a  condition  to  the  right  to  maintain  the  action 
and  not  as  a  technical  statute  of  limitations.^ 

370.  Sufficiency  of  Plea  of  Statute. — In  determining  tbe  sufficiency 
of  a  plea  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  it  is  proper  for  the  court  to  strip 
it  of  all  surplusage.*  Ordinarily  a  defendant  relying  on  this  defense 
must  allege,  not  matter  of  law,  but  the  facts  whic£  bring  the  case 
within  l^e  operation  of  the  Joar.^  The  statute,  it  has  been  held,  is 
sufficiently  pleaded  by  an  answer  which  alleges  that  the  cause  of 
action  asserted  in  the  complaint  did  not  accrue  within  the  period 
prescribed  by  statute  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  action.*  Thus 
such  an  answer  has  been  held  sufficient  in  the  case  of  a  complaint 
seeking  relief  on  the  ground  of  fraud.'  And  it  has  been  held  that 
a  plea  that  an  action  is  barred  by  a  c^tain  section  of  the  code,  without 
specifying  the  subdivisioa  thereof  which  alone  can  apply  to  the  action, 
is  not  a  nullity,  and  that  the  objection  to  pleading  the  statute  in  this 
manner  is  waived  by  a  failure  to  raise  the  question  in  tbe  trial  court.'* 
And  where  a  complaint  alleged  the  rradering  of  services,  frequent 
promises  to  pay  therefor,  and  tiie  reasonable  value  thereof,  an  answer 
alleging  that  if  the  defendant  promised  any  compensation  it  was  in 
parol,  and  more  than  three  years  had  elapsed  since  the  making  of  such 
promise,  and  that  the  defendant  specially  pleaded  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions upon  such  promise,  the  statute  was  held  to  be  sufficiently  pleaded, 
whether  the  action  was  upon  an  express  or  implied  promise.''  But 
a  mere,  statement  in  the  answer  in  a  suit  in  equity  to  foreclose  a  mort- 
gage that  no  credits  were  entered  on  the  margin  of  the  mortgage 
has  been  held  insufficient  as  a  plea  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  it 
being  declared  that  an  intention  to  rely  on  the  statute  should  be 
plainly  manifested  and  the  facts  constituting  the  bar  should  be  set 
forth. And  if,  in  an  action  to  foreclose  a  mortgage,  a  junior  mort- 
gagee made  a  party  defendant  answers,  alleging  that  his  lien  is  prior 
and  superior  to  that  of  the  plaintiff,  this  is  held  not  to  be  a  pleaiding 
of  the  statute  of  limitations  against  the  plaintiff's  claim,  nor  to  entitle 
such  defendant  to  resist  the  plaintiff's  soit  on  the  groi  ud  that  his  caude 

19  S.  D.  248,  103  N.  TV.  22,  9  Ann.  Searls  v.  Enapp,  5  S.  D.  326,  58  N. 

Cas.  255.  W.  807,  49  A.  S.  R.  873  and  note. 

5.  Martin  v.  Pittsburg  Rys.  Co.,  227  9.  I*iper  v.  Hoard,  107  N.  Y.  67,  13 
Pa.  St.  18,  75  Atl.  837,  19  Ann.  Cas.  N.  E.  632,  1  A.  S.  R.  785  and  note. 
818  and  note,  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1221.  10.  Churchill  v.   Woodworth,  148 

6.  Rogers  v.  Durant,  140  V.  S.  298,  ^al.  669,  84  Pae.  156, 113  A.  S.  R.  324. 
11  S.  Ct.  754,  35  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  481.  11.  Grady  v.  WUson,  115  N.  C.  344, 

7.  Boyd  V.  Blankman,  29  Cal.  19,  87  20  S.  E.  518,  44  A.  S.  E.  461  and  note. 
Am.  Dec.  146.  12.  Strayhom  v.  MeCall,  78  Ark. 

8.  Piper  v.  Hoard,  107  N.  T.  67,  13  209, 78  S.  W.  209, 8  Ann.  Cas.  377  and 
N.  E.  632,  1  A.  S.  R.  786  and  note:  note. 
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of  action  is  a  note  in  renewal  of  a  debt  which  is  barred  by  the  statute.^* 
Again,  if  the  statute  of  limitations  is  pleaded  to  a  whole  cause  of 
action,  and  it  appears  on  the  trial  that  the  plea  is  good  as  to  some 
only  of  the  items  for  which  the  plaintiff  seeks  to  recover,  such  plea  in 
not  bad  because  interposed  to  the  wh<de  cause  of  action.^  So  where 
separate  causes  of  action  are  set  up  in  separate  counts,  and  the  defend- 
ant pleads  the  statute  to  the  whole  declaration,  the  plaintiff  is  entitled 
to  recover  if  one  of  his  causes  of  action  is  not  witiiin  the  bar.^^ 

371.  Amendments  Pleading  Statute.— Although  it  is  a  general 
rule  that  the  defense  of  the  statute  is  deemed  to  be  waived  unless  it 
is  taken  advantage  of  by  plea  or  demurrer,'*  yet  an  exception  seems 
to  be  gemerally  recognized  by  which  a  defendant  has  been  permitted 
to  ammd  his  pleading  so  as  to  set  up  the  bar  of  the  statute  where 
such  procedure  appears  to*  be  justified  in  the  mind  of  ihe  court  as 
being  in  furtherance  of  justice,*'  such  a  plea  being  said  to  be  one 
to  the  merits,**  and  its  allowance  by  amended  pleading  not  to  be 
discriminated  against.**  So  an  amendment  to  an  answ^  by  setting 
up  the  statute  of  limitations  has  been  held  permissible  under  a  statute 
authorizing  amendments  in  furtherance  of  justice  to  correct  a  mis> 
take  in  any  respect,  where  the  defendants  are  poor  people,  unac- 
quainted with  legal  matters,  and  the  failure  to  plead  the  statute  was 
due  to  a  mistake  of  their  attorney.*  But  where  the  defendant  does 
not  plead  the  statute  of  limitations,  an  order  made  after  the  trial 
granting  the  parties  the  privilege  of  amending  their  pleadings  to 
conform  to  the  facts  proved  does  not  entitle  the  defendant  to  file  an 
answer  pleading  such  statute,  and  if  filed,  the  court  may  strike  such 
answer  out,  it  appearing  that  the  original  answer  did  not  amount  to 
a  pleading  of  the  statute  and  was  insufficient  to  furnish  the  basis  for 
auch  an  amendm^t.* 


13.  Sheiidan  First  Nat.  Bajik  t.  74  Pae.  663,  99  A.  8.  R.  961;  Where- 
Citizens'  State  Bank,  11  Wya  32,  70  att  v.  Worth,  108  Wis.  291,  84  N.  W. 
Pae.  726,  100  A.  S.  R.  925.  441,  81  A.  S.  R.  899;  Illinois  Steel  Co. 

14.  Bergman  v.  Inman,  43  Ore.  456,  v.  Budzisz,  106  Wis.  499,  82  N.  W.  534, 
72  Pac.  1086,  73  Pac.  341,  99  A.  S.  R.  80  A.  S.  R.  54,  48  L.R.A.  830.  But 
771.  see  Knnkel  v.  Spooner,  9  Hd.  462,  66 

16.  Pennsylvania  Co.  v.  Sloan,  126  Am.  Dee.  332. 

lU.  72,  17  K  E.  37,  8  A.  S.  R.  337.  18.  St.  Paul  Title,  ete.,  Co.  t.  Stene- 

16.  See  supra,  par.  240.  gaard,  162  Cal.  178,  121  Pae.  731,  39 

17.  Cooke  V.  Spears,  2  CaL  409,  56  Lr.A.(N.S.)  741. 

Am.  Dec.  348;  Rudd  v.  Bymes,  156  19.  Thomas  v.  Priee,  33  Wash.  469, 

Cal.  636,  105  Pac  957,  20  Ann.  Cas.  74  Pac.  563,  99  A.  8.  B.  961. 

124,  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  134;  St  Panl  1.  Illinois  Steel  Co.  t.  Bndsisz,  106 

Title,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Stensgaard,  162  Cal.  Wis.  499,  82  N.  W.  634,  80  A.  8.  B. 

178,  121  Pae.  731,  39  LJR.A.(N.8.)  64,  48  UB.A.  830. 

741;  WalteES     Webster,  52  Colo.  549,  2.  Sheridan  First  Nat  Bank  v.  Cit- 

123  Pae.  962,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  23  and  iaens'  State  Bank,  11  Wyo.  32,  70  Pae. 

note;  Thomas  t.  Priee,  33  Wash.  459,  726, 100  A.  S.  B.  925. 
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372.  Discretion  in  Permitting  Amendment  Pleading  Statute. — In 
general  it  may  be  said  that  the  question  of  the  allowance  of  such  an 
amendment  is  one  largely  dependent  upon  the  exercise  by  the  court 
of  ite  discretion,  in  view  of  the  attendant  circumstances.'  And  it 
has  been  said  that  when  the  lower  court  permits,  at  a  late  day,  the 
plea  of  limitation  to  be  interposed,  the  appellate  court  will  not  disturb 
the  ruling  unless  it  appears  that  the  discretion  vested  in  the  trial  court 
was  abused>  So  it  has  been  held  that  a  court  has  the  same  discretion- 
ary power  to  permit  an  amendment  to  a  pleading,  setting  up  the 
statute  of  limitations,  as  to  permit  any  ot^er  defense  to  be  pleaded; 
and  that  it  may,  in  the  exercise  of  its  discretionary  power,  refuse  to 
permit  it  in  all  cases  where  its  availability  depends  upon  judicial 
favor.^  And  it  has  been  held  that  a  court  does  not  err  in  refusing  to 
permit  a  demurrer,  interposing  the  defraise  of  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions, to  be  amended  so  as  to  cure  an  excusable  mistake,  by  referring 
to  the  section  of  the  statute  rdied  upon,  where'the  availability  of  the 
defense  of  ^e  statute  of  limitations  d^>end8  upon  judicial  favor.* 


373.  Demurrer  on  Ground  that  Action  Is  Barred. — ^Althou^  it  has 
been  held  that  the  statute  of  limitation  cannot  be  assigned  as  a  ground 
of  demurrer  in  an  action  at  law,^  even  thou^  the  lapse  of  a  sufficient 
time  between  the  accrual  of  the  action  and  the  commencement  of  the 
suit  should  appear  from  the  face  of  the  declaration,*  for  the  reason 
that  there  are  answers  to  it  which  may  take  the  action  ^out  from  its 
operation,*  yet  it  seems  to  be  generally  held  that  where  it  appears 
on  the  face  of  the  pleading  that  the  case  which  is  stated  is  barred  by 
the  statute,  the  defect  can  be  taken  advantage  of  by  demurrer,  and 
in  some  jurisdictions  this  seems  to  be  the  result  of  legislative  enact- 

8.  St.  Paul  Title,  ete.,  Co.  v.  Stens^  81  A.  8.  R.  899.    See  supra,  par.  5, 

iraara,  162  Cal.  178,  121  Pae.  731,  39  as  to  allowing  defense  after  default 

LJl.A.(N.S.)  741;  Walters  v.  Web-  6.  Whereatt  v.  Worth,  108  Wis.  291, 

ster,  52  Colo.  549, 123  Pae.  952,  Ann.  84  N.  W.  441,  81  A.  S.  B.  899. 

Cas.  1914A  23  and  note;  Fox  v.  Had-  7.  Chemung  Canal  Bank  v.  Lowen-, 

son,  150  Ky.  115,  150  S.  W.  49,  Ann.  93  V.  S.  72,  23  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  806; 

Cas.  1914A  832;  Hoore  v.  Westbrook,  Gebhart  v.  Adams,  23  lU.  397,  76  Am. 

156  N.  C.  482,  72  S.  E.  842,  Ann.  Gas.  Bee.  702  and  note;  Dorsey  Haeh.  Co. 


4.  Fox  T.  Hudson,  150  Ky.  115, 160  208,  47  A.  8.  R.  290;  Sleeth  v.  Mur- 
S.  W.  49,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  832.  phy,  Morris  (la.)  321,  41  Am.  Dec. 

5.  Stnart  v.  Lander,  16  Cal.  372,  76  232  and  note;  Wapello  County  v.  Big- 
Am.  Dee.  538  and  note;  Wells  t.  En-  ham,  10  la.  39,  74  Am.  Dec  370  and 
right,  127  Cal.  669,  127  Pae.  669.  49  note. 

L.R.A.  647;  Ripley  v.  Davis,  15  Mieh.  Note:  1  Ann.  Cas.  85. 

75,  90  Am.  Dec  262;  Nunnelly  v.  8.  Sleeth  v.  Murphy,  Morris  (la.) 

Southern  Iron  Co.,  94  Tenn.  ^7.  29  321,  41  Am.  Dec  232  and  note. 

S.  W.  361,  28  L.R.A.  421;  Whereatt  9.  WapeUo  County  v.  Bigbam,  10 

V.  Worth,  108  Wis.  291, 84  N.  W.  441,  Ta.  39,  74  Am.  Dec  370  and  note. 
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ments,  as,  /or  instance,  those  abolishing  the  distinction  between  actions 
at  law  and  suits  in  equity.'*^  So  in  a  code  state  it  has  been  said  that 
where  the  cause  of  action  appears  upon  the  face  of  the  petition  to  be 
barredj  there  is,  in  law,  no  cause  of  action  alleged;  and  in  analogy 
with  the  practice  in  chancery,  there  is  no  objection  to  the  defendant 
interposing  a  demurrer  under  the  code  and  in  this  manner  setting  up 
the  bar  of  the  statpte.*^  lu  proceediugs  in  equity  there  appears  to  be 
no  question  but  ^t  the  filing  of  a  demurrer  is  the  proper  method 
where  it  appears  on  the  face  of  the  bill  that  the  statute  of  limitations 
has  barred  the  cause  of  action  and  no  circumstances  are  stated  which 
take  the  case  out  of  the  oration  of  the  act'*  This  method  of  raising 

10.  Chemung  Canal  Bank  v.  Low-  Meridian  light,  etc.,  Co.,  106  Miss, 
ery,  93  U.  S.  72, 23  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  806  ;  431,  63  So.  576,  61  L.R.A.(N.S.}  151; 
Mercantile  Nat.  Bank  v.  Carpenter,  Rnbey  v.  Bamett,  12  Mo.  3>  49  Am. 
101  U.  S.  567,  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  815;  Deo.  112;  Stuigw  v.  Burton,  8  Ohio 
Kendall  v.  United  States,  107  U.  S.  St.  216,  72  Am.  Dec.  682  and  note; 
123, 2  S.  Ct.  277, 27  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  437;  Znellig  t.  HemerHe,  60  Ohio  St.  27,  53 
Rich  V.  Bray,  37  Fed.  273,  2  LJUl.  N.  £.  447,  71  A.  S.  B.  707  and  note; 
225;  Ragland  t.  Norton,  41  Ala.  344,  Alexander  t.  Mnnroe,  54  Ore.  500, 101 
91  Am.  Dec  616  and  nota;  Van  Ingin  Pae.  903,  103  Pae.  614,  135  A.  S.  R. 
T.  Duffin,  158  Ala.  318,  48  So.  607, 132  840;  Coles  t.  Kelsey,  2  Tex.  541,  47 
A.  S.  B.  29  and  note;  Milra  t.  Thome,  Am.  Deo.  661  and  note;  McClenney  t. 
38  Cal.  335,  99  Am.  Dec.  384;  Corea  McClenney,  3  Tex.  192,  49  Am.  Dee. 
V.  Higuera,  163  Cal.  461,  96  Fac.  882,  738  and  note;  Smith  t.  Fly,  24  Tex. 
17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1018;  Brown  v.  Bell,  345,  76  Am.  Dec.  109;  Damon  v.  Le- 
46  Colo.  163,  103  Pae.  380,  133  A.  S.  que,  17  Wash.  573,  50  Pac.  485,  61  A. 
R.  54,  23  L.R^(N.S.)  1096;  Apala-  S.  R.  927  and  note;  Joergenson  v. 
chieola  v.  Curtis,  9  Fk.  340,  79  Am.  Joergenson,  28  Wash.  477,  68  Pae.  913, 
Dec.  284  and  note:  Shaylor  v.  Cloud,  92  A.  S.  B.  888;  Whereatt  t.  Worth, 
63  Fla.  608,  57  So.  666,  Ann.  Caa.  108  Wis.  291,  84  N.  W.  441,  81  A.  S. 
1914A  277,  39  LJl.A.(N.S.)  1171  and  R.  899  and  note;  Boyd  v.  Eau  Claire 
note;  Worthy  t.  Johmon,  8  Ga.  236,  Mutual  Fire  As^'n,  116  Wis.  156,  90 
52  Am.  Dee.  309  and  note;  Davis  v.  N.  W.  1086.  94  N.  W.  171,  96  A.  S.  B. 
Boyen,  120  6a.  649,  48  S.  K.  185,  102  948,  61  LJt.A.  918,  overruled  on  an- 
A.  S.  R.  118  and  note,  1  Aim.  Cas.  386,  other  point  by  Harrigan  v.  Gilchrist, 
6«  L.R.A.  258;  Crawford  v.  Cravford,  121  Wis.  127,  99  N.  W.  909;  Cowhiek 

134  Ga.  114, 67  S.  E.  673. 19  Ann.  Cas.  t.  Shingle,  6  Wyo.  87, 37  Pac.  689,  63 
932,  28  L.B.A.(N.S.)  353;  Rice  v.  A.  S.  R.  17  and  note;  Union  Stock- 
Moore,  48  Kan.  590,  30  Pae.  10,  30  yards  Nat.  Bank  t.  Maika,  16  Wvo. 
A.  S.  R.  318,  16  L.R.A.  198;  Low  v.  141,  92  Pac.  619,  125  aTs.  B.  1032 
Ramsey,  135  Ky.  333,  122  S.  W.  167,  and  note,  14  Ann.  Cas.  977. 

135  A.  S.  R.  459;  Attiill  v.  Hunting-  Notes:  41  Am.  Dec.  234  ;  74  Am. 
ron,  70  Md.  191,  16  Atl.  651,  14  A.  §.  Dee.  413;  64  A.  S.  B.  121;  67  L.B.A. 
S  344,  2  LJC.A.  779,  iwersed  on  an-  698,  19  Ann.  Cas.  819. 

4t;wr  point  in  146  U.  S.  657,  13  S.  Ct.  11.  Stuiges  Burton,  8  Ohio  St. 
2fH,  36  0.  S.  (U  ed.)  U23;  GU-  215,  72  Am.  Dee.  582. 
bert  V.  HvwRtson,  79  Minn.  326,  82  12.  Bhode  Island  v.  Massachusetts, 
N.  W.  016,  79  A.  S.  B.  486  and  15  Pet.  233,  10  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  721; 
Doto;  Vevitt  t.  Bacon,  32  Miss.  212,  Coddiugton  v.  Pensacola,  etc.,  R.  Co., 
e»  Am.  Dec.  609;  Wilkinson  v.  103  U.  S.  409,  26  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  400; 
blowers,  37  Miss.  579,  75  Am.  Van  login  v.  Duffin,  158  Ala.  318,  48 
Dec.    78;    Central    Trust    Co.    v.  So.  507,  132  A.  S.  R.  29;  Harper  v, 
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the  defense  is  available  especially  when  it  not  only  appears  on  the 

face  of  the  complaint  or  petition  that  the  time  limited  by  statute  has 
expired,  but  where  in  addition  the  statute  of  limitation  is  one  which 
contains  no  exceplions/'  or,  if  exceptions  exist,  the  pleadings  show  that 
the  action  is  barred,  and  that  the  plaintiff  is  not  within  any  of  the 
exceptions  contained  in  the  statute  which  mi^t  save  his  right  to  sue.^* 
A  demurrer  is  said  to  be  equivalent  to  a  plea  of  the  statute  and  the 
defense  set  up  to  be  the  bar  created  by  its  positive  provisions  and  not 
any  presumption  of  payment  from  lapse  of  time.*'  On  the  return  of 
a  cause  to  a  chancery  court,  after  an  appeal  sustfuning  a  demurrer, 
if  the  complainant  is  permitted  to  amend  his  bill  of  complaint  to 
meet  the  ground  of  the  demurrer  to  the  bill  as  amended,  tiie  defendant 
may,  if  he  so  desires,  file  a  demurrw.'* 

374.  Limitations  on  Role  Allowing  Demurrer. — ^A  demurrer  on  the 
ground  that  the  action  is  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations  is  not 
good  unless  the  complaint  affirmatively  shows  that  fact."  And  the 
defense  of  the  statute  cannot  be  raised  by  a  general  demurrer ;  in  order 
to  be  available  the  demurrer  should  specifically  set  up  the  statute  as 
one  of  the  grounds.'"  So  the  defense  cannot  be  presented  by  a 
demurrer  suggesting  that  tiie  complaint  does  not  state  facta  sufficient 
to  constitute  a  cause  of  action.**  And  it  has  also  been  held  that  a 
general  d^urrer  to  a  bill,  setting  up  the  statute,  ought  not  to  be 
sustained  where  there  are  several  complainants  who  are  shown  to  be 
infanta,  and  another  whose  disability  is  not  distincUy  shown. And 
under  a  statute  authorizing  the  defense  of  the  statute  of  limitations 
to  be  interposed  by  demurrer,  upon  condition  that  it  point  out  the 
statute  relied  upon,  the  demurrer  is  insufficient,  unless  the  defendant 
specifies  the  particular  section  of  the  statute,  or  subdivision  thereof, 
upon  which  he  relies.^  In  this  connection  it  has  also  been  decided  that 
upon  a  demurrer  on  the  ground  that  the  action  is  barred  by  the 
statute  of  limitations,  if  ti^e  complaint  fails  to  show  whether  the 

Raisin  Fertilizer  Co.,  158  Ala.  329,  48  Higraera,  153  Cal.  451,  96  Pae.  882,  17 
So.  589,  132  A.  8.  R.  32;  MueUer  v.  L,R.A.(N.S.)  1018. 
Light,  92  Ark.  522,  123  S.  W.  646,  34  18.  Upton  v.  McLaughlin,  105  U.  S. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  1013;  Rice  v.  Moore,  48  640,  26  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1197;  Central 
Kan.  590,  30  Pm.  10,  30  A.  S.  R.  318,  Trust  Co.  v.  Meridian  Light,  etc.,  Co., 
16  L.R.A.  198;  Sweet  v.  Lowry,  123  106  Misa.  431,  63  So.  575,  51  L.R^. 
Minn.  13,  142  N.  W.  882,  47  L.R.A.  (N.S.)  151.  See  also  Brown  v.  BeU, 
(N.S.)  451.  "46  Colo.  163,  103  Pae.  380,  133  A.  S. 

13.  Note:  1  Ann.  Cas.  86.  R.  54,  23  LR.A.(N.S.)  1096. 

14.  Low  T.  Ramsey,  135  Ky.  333,  19.  Joei^eneon  t.  Joei^ienson,  28 
122  S.  W.  167, 135  A.  S.  R.  459.  Wash.  477,  68  Pu.  913,  92  A.  8.  R. 

15.  Nevitt  V.  Bacon,  32  Miss.  212,  888. 

66  Am.  Dec.  609.  20.  Feam  t.  Shirley,  31  Hias.  301, 

16.  WUlis  V.  Rice,  157  Ala.  252,  48  66  Am.  Dec.  575. 

So.  397,  131  A.  S.  R.  55.  1.  Whereatt  v.  Worth,  108  Wis.  291, 

17.  Van  Wyck  v.  Knevals,  106  U.  S.  84  N.  W.  441,  81  A.  S.  R.  899  tad 
360.  27  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  201;  Corea  t.  note. 
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contract  sued  on  was  verbal  or  in  writing,  it  will  be  presumed  to  be 
in  writing  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  demvurer.* 

375.  Instances  of  Application  of  Rules  as  to  Demuirers. — ^Where 
an  action  is  brought  to  recover  damages  alleged  to  have  resulted  to  the 
plaintiff  in  consequence  of  the  perpetration  of  a  fraud  by  the  defend- 
ant, the  cause  of  action,  as  stated  in  the  declaration,  being  apparently 
barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations,  and  it  being  sought  to  relieve 
such  action  of  the  bar  of  the  statute  by  alleging  that  it  was  brought 
within  the  statutory  period  after  the  discovery  of  the  fraud,  if  it 
does  not  appear  from  the  petition  that  the  plaintiff  used  proper 
diligence  to  discover  the  act  complained  of,  it  has  been  held  that  the 
petition  should  be  dismissed  upon  appropriate  demurrer  thereto.'  And 
where,  in  a  suit  to  enforce  a  vendor's  implied  lien,  it  clearly  appears 
by  the  specific  all^ations  of  the  bill  of  complaint,  admitted  by  the 
demurrer,  that  the  remedy  for  recovery  of  tiie  debt  for  the  purchase 
price  of  land  conv^ed  is  barred,  the  vendor's  implied  lien  will  not 
be  enforced;  and,  in  the  absence  of  other  equities  to  sustain  the  bill 
of  complaint,  it  is  held  to  be  subject  to  appropriate  demurrer.*  In 
this  connection  it  is  also  decided  that  the  rule  applicable  to  statutes 
creating  a  cwditional  right  of  action  permits  the  defendant  to  inter- 
pose a  demurrer  where,  upon  an  inspection  of  the  pleadings,  it  is 
apparent  that  a  case  within  the  statute  has  not  been  stated.^  But  if 
a  complaint  alleges  an  account  stated  which  on  its  face  is  barred  by 
the  statute,  but  a  subsequent  allegation  shows  Uiat  this  account  was 
carried  into  and  became  an  item  in  a  seco]id  account  stated  which 
is  not  thus  barred,  and  the  prayer  of  the  complaint  is  for  the  amount 
of  the  second  account  stated,  ^e  cause  of  action  is  held  to  be  based 
upon  the  second  account  and  a  demurrer  is  properly  overruled.'  In 
like  manner,  the  defense  of  the  statute  of  limitations  of  the  forum 
may  be  interposed  by  demurrer  against  a  stockholder  of  a  foreign 
corporation  for  a  debt  of  the  corporation  for  which  he  is  made  liable 
by  the  laws  of  the  state  of  incorporation.' 

376.  Demurrer  as  to  Part  of  Cause  of  Action. — ^Although  it  has 
been  said  that  in  order  to  sustain  a  demurrer  on  the  ground  that  the 
cause  of  action  stated  in  the  complaint  ia  barred  by  the  statute  of 

2.  Miles  V.  Thome,  38  Cal.  336,  99  6.  Ready  v.  McDonald,  128  Cal. 
Am.  Dec.  384.  663,  61  Pac.  272,  79  A.  S.  R.  76  and 

3.  Crawford  v.  Crawford,  134  Ga.  note;  Union  Stockyards  Nat.  Bank  v. 
114,  67  S.  E.  673,  19  Ann.  Caa.  932,  Maika,  16  Wyo.  141,  92  Pac.  619,  125 
28  L.R.A.(N.S.)  353."  A.  S.  E.  1032,  14  Ann.  Cas.  977. 

4.  Shaylor  v.  Cloud,  63  Fla.  608,  57  7.  Attrill  v.  Huntington,  70  Md.  191, 
So.  666,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  277,  39  16  Atl.  651,  14  A.  S.  R.  344,  2  L.R.A. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  1171  and  note.  779,  reversed  on  another  point  in  146 

5.  Morrison  v.  Baltimore,  etc.,  R.  U.  S.  657,  13  S.  Ct.  224,  36  U.  S.  (L. 
Co.,  40  App.  Cas.  (D.  C.)  391,  Ann.  ed.)  1123. 

Cas.  1914C  1026. 
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limitations,  the  whole  right  of  action  must  appear  barred,*  yet,  on 
the  contrary,  there  is  authority  for  the  view  that,  under  a  plea  of  the 
8tatute,^  the  defendant  may  defend  as  to  part  as  well  as  to  the  whole 
of  the  demand  of  his  adversary.*  In  any  event  the  rule  is  well  estab- 
lished that  a  joint  general  demurrer  to  a  complaint  for  insufficiency 
on  behalf  of  several  defendants  is  bad  if  the  complaint  states  a  cause 
of  action  against  any  one  of  them.*®  In  other  words  joining  a  defend- 
ant against  whom  the  statute  has  not  run  in  a  demurrer  by  several 
defendants  setting  up  the  statute  of  limitations  will  prevent  its  being 
sustained  in  favor  of  any  of  them."  But  after  a  demurrer  has  been 
overruled  because  the  petition  set  out  a  cause  of  action  not  wholly 
barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations,  the  plaintiff  on  the  trial  of  the 
case  nevertheless  will  not  be  allowed  to  recover  for  a  breach  extending 
for  more  than  the  statutory  period  before  the  filing  of  his  suit." 

377.  Demurrer  to  Plea  of  Statute. — After  a  formal  plea  of  the 
statute  of  limitations  has  been  iiled  the  adverse  party  may  meet  the 
issue  by  filing  a  demurrer  thereto.^'  And  a  plea  of  the  statute  of 
limitations,  although  perfect  in  form,  is  demurrable  where  it  is  inter- 
posed to  an  amended  complaint  filed  more  than  the  statutory  period 
after  the  cause  of  action  accrued.'*  But  when  a  demurrer  is  filed  to 
a  plea  of  the  statute,  the  sole  question  for  determination  will  be  the 
pufficieney  of  the  plea  in  reference  to  the  facts  as  they  appear  on 
the  record.  Neither  estoppel,  nor  laches,  nor  any  other  equitable 
question,  may  be  properly  considered.'*  And  in  the  case  of  a  de- 
murrer, which  admits  the  plea  of  the  statute,  when  the  latter  declares, 
in  expre^  terms,  that  ^he  action  is  barred,  the  court  can  give  no 
other  effect  to  it  by  construction,  and  is  bound  to  adjudge  the  demurrer 
insufficient.'* 

378.  Traverse  of  Plea,  Replication  and  Rejoinder. — When  a  plea 
of  the  statute  of  limitations  has  been  interposed,  the  right  of  the 
plaintiff  to  traverse  the  plea  is  recognized."   And  it  has  also  been 

8.  State  V.  Norcross,  132  Wis.  534,  12.  Atlanta,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  McKin- 
112  N.  W.  40,  122  A.  S.  R.  998.  ney,  124  Ga.  929,  53  S.  E.  701,  110  A. 

9.  Bergman  v.  Inman,  43  Ore.  456,  S.  R.  215,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  436. 

72  Pae.  1086,  73  Pac.  341,  99  A.  S.  R.  13.  Chesapeake,  etc.,  Canal  Co.  v. 
771.  United  States,  223  Fed.  926,  139  C.  C. 

10.  Bovd  V.  Eau  Claire  Mut.  Fire  A.  406,  L.R.A.1916B  734. 

A.ss'n,  116  Wis.  155,  90  N.  W.  1086,  14.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Gillison, 

04  N.  W.  171,  96  A.  S.  R.  948,  61  173  III.  264,  50  N.  E.  657,  64  A.  S.  B. 

L.R.A.  918,  overruled  on  another  point  117  and  note. 

by  Harrigan  v.  Gilchrist,  121  Wis.  127,  15.  Chesapeake,  etc.,  Canal  Co.  v. 

99  N.  W.  909.  United  States,  223  Fed.  926, 139  C.  C. 

11.  Boyd  V.  Eau  Claire  Mut.  Fire  A.  406.  L.R.A.1916B  734. 

Ass'n,  116  Wis.  155,  90  N.  W.  1086,  94  16.  M'Cluny  v.  Silliman,  3  Pet.  270, 

N.  W.  171,  96  A.  S.  R.  948,  61  L.RA.  7  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  676. 

918,  overruled  on  another  point  by  17.  Collard  v.  Tnttle,  4  Vt  491,  24 

Harrigan  v.  Gilchrist,  121  Wis.  127,  99  Am.  Doc.  627. 

N.  W.  909. 
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held  that  if  the  plaintiff  has  an  answer  in  the  form  of  an  exception 

covering  his  case,  it  is  his  duty,  in  order  to  avail  himself  of  such 
exceptions,  to  state  them  in  a  special  replication,**  unless  he  amends 
his  bill  of  complaint  to  meet  the  bar  of  the  statute.'*  If  a  replication 
is  filed,  it  should  of  itself  contain  a  full  and  complete  answer  to  the 
plea  of  the  defendant.*^  In  this  connection  it  has  been  held  that 
when  the  statute  is  pleaded  to  an  action  founded  on  fraud,  a  replica- 
tion which  avers  an  ignorance  of  the  fraud  until  within  the  statutory 
period  before  suit  was  brought  may  be  sufficient.  And  the  ignorance 
so  averred  is  traversable,  and  may  be  proved  or  disproved,  like  other 
traversable  matters.'  If  the  plaintiff  files  a  replication  setting  up 
matters  in  rebuttal,  as  for  example  by  setting  up  in  such  replication  an 
acknowledgment,  in  writing,  witiiin  the  statutory  period,  the  defend- 
ant  may  file  a  demurrer  to  such  replication,  which  demurrer  in  proper 
cases  may  be  sustained  by  the  court.*  But  where  a  bill  for  an  account- 
ing sets  out  facts  sufficient  to  avoid  the  defense  of  limitations,  or  to 
show  that  it  was  never,  applicable,  and  the  defendant  pleads  it,  the 
plaintiff  need  not  interpose  any  additional  replication.*  Again,  when 
to  a  plea  of  the  statute  a  replication  is  filed,  such  as  one  to  the  effect 
that  the  defendant  was,  at  the  time  said  cause  of  action  accrued  to  the 
plaintiffs,  absent  from  the  state  in  which  suit  was  brought  so  tiiat  the 
running  of  the  statute  was  tolled  until  a  short  time  before  suit  was 
instituted,  the  defendant  may  file  a  rejoinder,  and  tiie  plaintiff  may 
then  file  a  demurrer  thereto.  But  if  the  rejoinder  is  insufficient,  the 
appellate  court  may  reverse  a  judgment  overruling  suob  demurrer.* 

Matters  in  Avoidance 

379.  General  Principles. — At  common  law,  and  frequently  under 
statutory  provision,  the  rule  has  been  recognized  that  the  plaintiff 
need  not  anticipate,  and  attempt  to  avoid,  in  his  complaint,  the 
defense  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  hut  that  if  it  is  pleaded  as  a 
defense,  and  the  facts  bring  the  case  within  any  of  the  exceptions  to 
the  statute,  the  proper  practice  is  to  set  them  up  in  the  reply.*  And 
the  doctrine  is  said  to  be  well  settled  that,  in  the  absence  of  a  statute 

18.  Laidley  v.  Smith,  32  W.  Va.  387,  4.  Mason  v.  Union  Mills  Paper  Mfg. 
9  S.  E.  209,  26  A.  S.  R.  825.  Co.,  81  Md.  446,  32  Atl.  3U,  48  A.  S. 

19.  Pierce  v.  Perry,  189  Mass.  332,  R.  524,  29  L.B.A.  273. 

75  N.  E.  734,  109  A.  S.  R.  637.  5.  Worthy  v.  Johnson,  8  Ga.  236,  52 

20.  Marsteller  t.  M'CIean,  7  Cranch  Am.  Dec.  399  and  note;  State  v.  Par- 
156,  3  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  300.  sons,  147  Ind.  579,  47  N.  E.  17,  62  A. 

1.  Homer  v.  Fish,  1  Pick.  (Mass.)  S.  B.  430  and  note;  Webster  v.  New- 
435,  11  Am.  Dec.  218.  bold,  41  Pa.  St.  482,  82  Am.  Dec.  487 

2.  Berkson  v.  Cox,  73  Miss.  339,  18  and  note;  McCarthy  Bros.  Co.  v.  Han- 
So.  934,  55  A.  S.  R.  539.  skutt,  29  S.  D.  535,  137  N.  W.  286, 

3.  Pierce  v.  Ferry,  189  Mass.  332,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  889  and  note. 
75  N.  E.  734, 109  A.  S.  B.  637. 
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dispensing  with  the  necessity  of  a  reply,  if  a  plea  of  limitations  is 
interposed  in  an  action  at  law  the  plaintiff  must  by  reply  controvert 
the  facts  on  which  it  is  based  or  allege  facts  bringing  himself  within 
some  exception  to  the  statute.*  And  it  was  early  declared  by  the 
United  States  supreme  court  that  the  doctrine  was  clearly  established 
that  if  the  statute  of  limitations  is  relied  on  as  a  bar,  the  plaintiff,  if 
he  would  avoid  it  by  any  exception  in  the  statute,  must  explicitly 
allege  it  in  his  bill,  or  specially  reply  to  it,  or  amend  his.  bill,  if  it 
contains  no  suitable  allegation  to  meet  the  bar.'  In  a  few  jurisdic- 
tions, however,  it  is  provided  by  statute  that  all  new  matter  of  a 
purely  defensive  character  in  an  answer  shall  be  taken  as  controverted 
by  the  plfuntiff  without  a  reply  thereto,  but  that  a  reply  may  be 
ordered  by  the  court  Under  such  statutes  it  is  held  that  a  plea  of 
limitations  need  not  be  replied  to  unless  the  court  so  orders.^  And 
a  plea  of  the  statute  is  held  to  be  no  bar  where  there  are  circumstances 
stated  in  the  bill  which  take  the  case  out  of  it,  unless  the  plea  be 
accompanied  with  an  averment  or  answer,  destroying  the  force  of 
those  circumstances  *  A  similar  situation  also  exists  in  respect  to 
the  defendant,  it  being  held  tiiat  in  pleading  the  statute  he  is  not 
called  upon  to  negative  exceptions  contained  in  the  statute  or  to  show 
that  the  plaintiff  does  not  fall  within  any  of  such  exceptions.^* 

380.  Pleading  Avoidance  of  Statute  in  Case  of  Frand. — ^In  equity, 
the  rule  has  been  followed,  in  many  jurisdictions,  that  a  plaintiff, 
rdying  on  misrepresentation  or  concealment  to  take  a  case  out  of  the 
operation  of  the  statute,  must  aver  the  facts  constituting  the  fraud, 
and  the  time  of  its  discovery,  as,  in  the  absence  of  such  averments, 
the  petition  would  be  open  to  demurrer,  wheretit  appears  on  its  face 
that  the  action  would  otherwise  be  barred."  And  generally  where 
a  party  seeks  relief  on  the  ground  of  frand  more  than  the  statutory 

6.  Riser  v.  Snoddy,  7  Ind.  442,  65  1914D  889  and  note. 
Am.  Dee.  740;  Webster  v.  Newbold,     Note:  64  A.  S.  R.  121. 

41  Pa.  St  482,  82  Am.  Dec.  487  and  9.  Kane  v.  Bloodgood,  7  Johns.  Gh. 

note.  (N.  Y.)  90,  11  Am.  Dec.  417. 

Note:  Ann.  Cae.  1914D  892.  10.  Riser  v.  Snoddy,  7  Ind.  442,  65 

7.  Ragland  t.  Morton,  41  Ala.  344,  Am.  Dec.  740. 

91  Am.  Dec.  516;  Pierce  y.  Perry,  189  11.  Ware  v.  Galveston  City  Co.,  146 
Mass.  332,  75  N.  E.  734,  109  A.  S.  R.  U.  S.  102,  13  S.  Ct.  33,  36  0.  S.  (L. 
637;  Sully  v.  Childers,  106  Tenn.  109,  ed.)  904;  Pearsall  v.  Smith,  149  U.  S. 
60  S.  W.  499,  82  A.  S.  R.  875  and  231,  13  S.  Ct'833,  37  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
note.  See  also  Ragland  v.  Morton,  41  713;  Willis  v.  Rice,  157  Ala.  252,  48 
Ala.  344,  91  Am.  Dec.  516  and  note;  So.  397,  131  A.  S.  R.  55;  Boyd  v. 
Hyde  v.  Stone,  7  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  354,  Blankman,  29  Cal.  19,  87  Am.  Dec. 
22  Am.  Dec.  582;  Webster  v.  New-  146;  Castro  v.  Geil,  110  Cal.  292,  43 
bold,  41  Pa.  St.  482,  82  Aip.  Dec.  487.  Pac.  804,  52  A.  S.  R.  84  and  note; 

8.  Fox  V.  Tay,  89  Cal.  339,  24  Pac.  Douglas  v.  Corry,  46  Obio  St.  349,  21 
855,  26  Pac.  897,  23  A.  S.  R.  474;  Mc-  N.  K.  440,  15  A.  S.  R.  604  and  note; 
Cartby  Bros.  Co.  v.  Hanskutt,  29  S.  Phillips  v.  Piney  Coal  Co.,  53  W.  V», 
D.  535,  137  N.  W.  286,  Ann.  Cas.  543,  44  S.  E.  774,  97  A.  S.  R.  1040. 
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period  after  the  commission  of  the  act  constitutiag  the  alleged  fraud, 
he  must  allege  and  prove  that  the  facta  were  not  discovered  until 
within  that  period  before  the  commencement  of  the  action.**  So  it 
has  been  decided  ih&t  in  a  replicati(m  to  the  plea  of  the  statute  of 
limitations,  it  is  necessary  that  the  facts  constituting  the  fraud  be 
clearly  stated,  and  that  facta  and  circumstances  must  be  set  out  which 
amount,  in  law,  to  a  fraudulent  concealmrat  by  the  defendant  of  the 
cause  of  action,  and,  failing  so  to  do,  the  replication  must  be  adjudged 
bad  on  demurrer.**  Where,  however,  the  complaint  does  not  contain 
the  proper  averments  as  to  the  discovery  of  the  fraud  witiiin  the  limi- 
tation period,  and  the  replication  does  and  the  case  is  tried  without 
objection,  it  has  been  held  that  the  irregularity  in  the  mode  of  pre- 
senting the  issue  will  be  disregarded.**  In  other  cases  averment  of 
ignorance  of  fraud  until  time  within  statutory  limitation  has  been 
held  sufficient  if  made  in  a  manner  explicit  enough  to  enable  the 
defendant  to  meet  the  issue  tendered.'^  Under  the  general  rule  a 
bill  to  obtain  a  settlement  from  the  defendant  of  his  accounts  as 
guardian  of  the  complainants  and  relief  from  an  acknowledgment 
of  a  settlement  of  such  accounts  made  by  them  and  a  decree  entered 
thereon,  which  alleged  that  the  complainants  discovered  the  fraud 
upon  which  they  rely  within  the  statutory  period  prior  to  the  com- 
mencement of  tiie  suit,  has  been  upheld  as  bringing  the  bill  within 
an  exception  to  the  statute  of  limitations  whereby  the  time  within 
which  suita  may  be  commenced  did  not  commence  to  run  until  a 
year  after  the  fraud  was  discovered.** 

381.  Acknowledgment,  New  Promise  and  Part  Payment. — ^Where 
an  acknowledgment  or  new  promise  is  relied  on  to  take  a  case  out  of 
the  statute,  the  pleading  should  show  that  it  was  made  before  the 
bar,  within  the  statutory  period  and  at  a  time  when  the  debtor  was 
legally  bound  on  the  obligation  or  indebtedness.*'  Owing,  however, 
to  the  conflicting  views  in  different  jurisdictions  as  to  whe^er  an 
acknowledgment  has  the  effect  of  creating  a  new  contract,  giving  the 
creditor  a  new  cause  of  action,  or  merely  fixes  a  new  date  from  which 
the  statute  runs  and  therefore  does  not  affect  the  original  cause  of 
action,**  thrare  is  of  course  a  resulting  difference  in  views  as  to  the 

12.  Morrill  V,  Little  Palls  Mfg.  Co.,  bold  v.  Lambert,  8  Rich.  Eq.  (S.  C.) 
63  Minn.  371,  55  N.  W.  547,  21  L.R.A.  155,  70  Am.  Dec.  192. 

174.  16.  WilUa  V.  Rice,  157  Ala.  252,  48 

13.  Fortune  v.  English,  226  III.  262,  So.  397,  131  A.  S.  R.  55. 

80  N.  E.  781,  117  A.  S.  R.  253  and  17.  Wurth  v.  Padueah,  U6  Ky.  403, 

note,  9  Ann.  Cas.  77  and  note,  12  76  S.  W.  143,  105  A.  S.  R.  225  and 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  1005.  note;  Cotulla  v.  Urbahn,  104  Tex.  208, 

14.  Boyd  V.  Blankman,  29  Cal.  19,  126  S.  W.  1108, 135  S.  W.  1159,  Anfl. 
87  Am.  Dec.  146.  Cas.  1914B  217,  34  L.RA.(N.S.)  345. 

15.  Homer  v.  Fish,  1  Pick.  (Mass.)  18.  See  sapra,  par.  254,  as  to  the  ef- 
435,  11  Am.  Dee.  218  and  note;  Qod-  feet  of  a  new  promise  on  an  action. 
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pleadings.  So  in  respect  to  part  payments  before  the  statute  of 
limitations  has  interposed  any  obstacle  to  the  enforcement  of  the 
obligation  it  has  been  held  that  if  they  are  relied  upon  as  new  promises, 
they  must  be  pleaded  as  such.**  Thus  it  is  held  in  some  jurisdictions 
that  where  a  cause  of  action  appears  on  its  face  to  be  barred  at  the 
time  of  suit,  if  the  plaintiff  relies  upon  a  subsequent  promise  to  remove 
the  bar,  he  should  allege  that  promise  as  his  cause  of  action,  and  the 
original  cause  of  action  only  as  his  consideration  for  the  subsequent 
promise.**^  And  in  such  a  case  it  has  been  held  that  a  replication 
setting  up  a  subsequent  promise  to  remove  the  bar  is  bad,  because 
it  is  a  different  cause  of  action  from  tbat  stated  in  the  petition.'  On 
the  other  hand  it  has  been  held  that  an  acknowledgment  amounting 
to  a  new  promise  revives  the  debt  and  may  be  proved  under  a  general 
replication  to  a  plea  of  the  statute.*  In  this  connection  it  has  also 
beMi  decided  that  while  there  can  be  no  written  promise  or  acknowl- 
edgment without  a  signature,  an  allegation  that  tiie  defendant,  in 
writing,  acknowledged  and  promised  to  pay  his  note  imports  that 
the  defendant  signed  his  name  to  the  writing* 

382.  Other  Instances  of  Pleading  Avoidance  of  Bar. — The  saving 
of  infancy  and  the  commencement  of  the  action  within  the  statutory 
period  after  arriving  at  majority  must  be  specially  pleaded  by  reply.* 
And  it  has  also  been  held  that  if  absence  of  a  party  from  the  state 
is  set  up  to  defeat  a  plea  of  limitations,  such  absence  must  be  spe- 
cifically alleged,  and  an  allegation  that  the  cause  of  action,  while 
apparently  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations,  ia  not  in  fact  barred, 
but  in  full  force,  is  wholly  insufficient.*  Similarly  an  estoppel  to 
plead  tike  statute,  when  set  up  in  the  answer,  may  be  brought  forward 
in  the  reply.*  And  in  the  case  of  a  plea  of  the  statute  alleging  that 
the  causes  of  action  did  not,  nor  did  either  of  them,  accrue  within 
the  period  of  limitation,  a  replication  thereto  alleging  that  the  said 
causes  of  action,  or  some  of  them,  did  accrue  within  that  period  has 
been  held  to  be  defective  in  not  saying  which  causes  thus  accrued.' 
But  where  the  bill  for  an  accounting  sets  out  facts  sufficient  to  avoid 
the  statute  of  limitations,  or  to  show  that  it  was  never  applicable, 

19.  Fleming  r.  Fleming,  33  S.  C.  3.  Porter  v.  Elam,  26  Cal.  291,  85 
505, 12  S.  E.  257,  26  A.  S.  R.  694  and  Am.  Dec.  132. 

note.  4.  Hyde  v.  Stone,  7  Wend.  (N.  T.) 

20.  Pierce  v.  Merrill,  128  Cal.  464,  354,  22  Am.  Dec.  582. 

61  Pac.  64,  79  A.  S.  R.  56  and  note;  5.  Sully  v.  ChildrcBs,  106  Tenn.  lOfl,  • 

Fleming  v.  Fleming,  33  S.  C.  505,  12  60  S.  W.  499,  82  A.  S.  R;  875  and 

S.  E.  257,  26  A.  S.  R.  694  and  note;  note. 

Coles  V.  Kelsey,  2  Tex.  541,  47  Am.  6.  Chesapeake,  etc,  B.  t.  Speakman, 

Dec.  661  and  note.  114  Ky.  628,  71  8.  W.  633,  63  L.EJL. 

1.  Coles  T.  Kelsey,  2  Tex.  541,  47  193  and  note. 

Am.  Dec.  661  and  note.  7.  Hotchkiss  t.  Ladd,  36  Vt  S93^  88 

2.  St.  John  V.  Garrow,  4  Port.  Am.  Dec.  679. 
(Ala.)  223,  29  Am.  Dec.  280  and  note. 
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and  the  defendant  pleads  the  statute,  the  plaintiff  need  not  interpose 
fuiy  additional  replication.^  Under  a  statute  providing  that  if,  in  an 
action  commenced  within  the  time  limited,  the  writ  fails  of  a  sufficient 
service  or  return  by  unavoidable  accident,  or  by  default,  the  plaintiff 
may  commence  a  new  action  for  the  same  cause  within  a  year,  it  has 
been  held  that  an  allegation  of  unavoidable  accident,  or  of  default 
or  neglect  of  duty  by  an  officer,  is  necessary  in  order  to  avoid  a  plea 
of  the  statute  of  limitations  by  reason  of  the  failure  of  a  prior  writ, 
whether  that  ia  regarded  as  an  abatement  or  otherwise.* 

XIX.  EviDENCB 

383.  In  General. — ^When  the  defendants  have  pleaded  the  statute 

of  limitations  in  an  action  for  damages  for  the  pollution  of  a  water- 
course, so  that  the  inquiry  is  limited  to  the  statutory  period,  evidence 
of  the  condition  of  the  stream  prior  to  the  commencement  of  such 
period  is  relevant  and  competent  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  effect 
of  the  deposits  on  the  land  and  in  the  river,^**  and  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  the  jury  with  a  measure  of  damages.^^ 

384.  Evidence  to  Remove  Bar  of  Statute. — ^Where  the  defense  of 
the  statute  of  limitations  has' been  set  up  in  an  action  for  the  recovery 
of  specific  personal  property,  evidence  of  the  defendant's  verbal,  ac- 
Icnowledgment  of  tiie  plaintiff's  titie  is  admissible  to  show  that  the 
defendant's  claim  and  possession  are  not  adverse  to  tiie  plaintiff,  and 
that  he  recognized  the  plaintiff's  title  and  claimed  under  it."  Entries 
in  a  depositor's  bank  book  constitute  evidence  of  indebtedness  in  writ- 
ing within  the  meaning  of  a  statute  of  limitations,  and  may  have  the 
effect  of  taking  the  claim  of  the  depositor  against  the  bank's  stock- 
holders out  of  the  bar  of  the  statute.^'  But  it  seems  that  entries  in  a 
regular  book  of  a  bank  kept  for  the  express  purpose  of  entering  pay- 
ments made  on  notes,  made  by  the  cashier,  are  not  competent  to  prove 
a  partial  payment,  so '  as  to  remove  the  bar  of  the  statute  of 
limitations.** 

385.  Burden  of  Proof  in  General. — ^Although  some  authorities  may 
be  found  laying  down  the  rule  that  the  burden  of  proof  is  on  the 

plaintiff  to  show  the  commencement  of  the  suit  within  the  statutory 
period/*  especially  where  tl^e  statute  has  been  set  up'  in  bar  of  a 

8.  Fierce  t.  Perzy,  189  Sfass.  332,  11.  Lents  v.  Carnegie.  146  Pa.  St. 
75  N.  E.  734,  109  A.  S.  R.  637.  612,  23  Atl  219,  27  A,  S.  R.  717. 

9.  Scott  V.  Williamatown  School  12.  Thurmond  t.  Trammell,  28  Tex. 
Diat.  Ho.  9,  67  Yt  150,  31  AtL  146,  27  372,  91  Am.  Dec  321. 

L.R.A.  588.  13.  Scholucky  v.  FielH,  124  Dl.  617, 

10.  Lents  v.  Carnegie,  145  Pa.  St.  16  N.  £.  904, 7  A.  S.  R.  399. 
612,  23  AtL  219,  27  A.  S.  R.  717;  Tut-     14.  Note:  52  LR.A.  707. 

wiler  Coal,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Nichols,  146  16.  So  stated  in  Sohell  v.  Weaver, 
Ala.  264,  39  So.  762, 119  A.  S.  B.  34.    225  lU.  159,  80  N.  E.  96,  8  Ann.  Cas. 
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right  of  action,  and  the  plea  has  been  traversed/*  the  statute  ia  gen- 
erally considered  an  affirmative  defense/'  and  the  burden  of  proof 
is  on  those  seeking  to  avail  themselves  of  its  benefit  to  show  that  the 
cause  of  action  has  been  barred  thereby.!^  And  where  part  of  the 
plaintiff's  demand  is  barred  and  part  ia  not;  the  defendant  is  obliged 
to  prove  specifically  tiie  part  that  falls  within  the  protection  of  the 
statute.*'  Where,  however,  a  statute  confers  a  ri^t  of  action  and 
imposes  as  a  condition  that  suit  must  be  brought  within  a  designated 
time,  the  burden  rests  on  one  invoking  its  provisions  to  show  that 
the  suit  was  brought  within  the  time  limited.  For  example,  where 
n  law  provides  for  the  recovery  of  damages  for  death,  and  expressly 
fixes  the  period  within  which  the  action  must  be  commenced,  this 
period  may  be  treated  as  the  essence  of  the  right  of  action  conferred 
by  the  statute,  and  the  plaintiff  has  the  burden  of  affirmatively  show- 
ing that  his  action  was  commenced  within  tiie  period  provided.** 
Again,  the  burden  of  introducing  evidence  may  shift  several  times 
in  one  case.  While  the  defendant  may  have  the  burden  to  show  that 
the  claim  is  barred,'  he  need  only  make  a  prima  facie  ease  to  shift  the 
burden  to  the  plaintiff,  who  will  be  obliged  to  prove  such  facts  as  will 
prevent  the  running  of  the  statute,  when  the  burden  of  introducing 
evidence  may  again  fall  on  the  defendant.  Thus  when  the  plaintiff's 
pleadings  show  upon  their  face  that  the  claim  sued  upon  is  actually 
barred  by  the  statute,  then  a  plea  of  the  bar  interposed  by  the  defend- 
ant will  in  effect  shift  the  burden  to  the  plaintiff,  who  will  be  obliged 
to  produce  evidence  to  relieve  his  claim  from  the  bar  of  the  statute.* 

386.  Suspension  or  Interruption  of  Statute. — Where  a  statute  of 
limitations  is  of  general  application  the  burden  of  showing  that  it 
does  not  apply  to  a  particular  case  is  usually  on  the  party  who  denies 
the  bar  of  the  statute.*  Therefore,  where  a  party  claims  the  benefit 
of  an  exception  from  the  operation  of  the  statute,  the  burden  is  on 
him  to  show  that  he  is  entitled  to  it.  All  presumptions  are  against 
}iim,  since  his  claim  to  exemption  is  against  the  current  of  the  law, 
and  founded  upon  exceptions.'    Thus  when  the  plaintiff,  either  by 

339  and  note.   In  support  of  the  text  18.  Schell  t.  Weaver,  225  III.  159, 

see  Taylor  v.  Spears,  6  Ark.  381,  44  80  N.  E.  95,  8  Ann.  Cas.  339  and  note; 

Atn.  Dec.  519  and  note;  Swing  v.  St.  Hunter  v.  Hunter,  63  S.  C.  78,  41  S. 

rx)uis  Refrigerator,  etc.,  Co.,  78  Ark;  E.  33,  90  A.  S.  R.  663  and  note. 

•J4U,  93  S.  W.  978,  115  A.  S.  R.  38;  Note:  81  Am.  Dec.  724. 

Houston  V,  Thornton,  122  N.  C.  365,  19.  Note :  8  Ajin.  Caa.  341. 

29  S.  E.  827,  65  A.  S.  R.  699.  20.  Louisville,  etc.,  B.  Co.  v.  Cham- 

16.  Pond  V.  Gibson,  5  Alien  (Mass.)  blee,  171  Ala.  188,  64  So.  681,  Ann. 
19,  81  Am.  Dee.  724  and  note.  Cas.  1913A  977. 

17.  Van  BusTtirk  v.  Kuhns,  164  Cal.  .  1.  Note:  8  Ann.  Cas.  341,  342. 
472,  129  Pac.  587,  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  2.  Kingston  v.  Lehigh  VaL  Coal  Co., 
932,  44  L.B.A.(N.S.)  710;  Schell  v.  241  Pa.  St.  469,  88  Atl.  763,  49  LJl^ 
Weaver,  225  lU.  159,  80  N.      95,  8  (N.S.)  557. 

Ann.  Cas.  339  and  note.  3.  Clarice  v.  Ifiuissippi  Bank,  10 
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allegations  of  matter  in  avoidance  in  the  complaint  or  by  reply  to  tbe 
defendant's  answer,  relies  upon  his  own  Usability  to  prevent  tbe 

running  of  the  period,  it  is  incumbent  upon  him  to  show  such  dis- 
ability *  So,  when  the  plaintiff  alleges  infancy  in  answer  to  a  plea 
of  limitations,  but  fails  to  prove  it,  the  defendant  may  be  entitled  to 
judgment  by  reason  of  the  failure  of  the  plaintiff  to  meet  this  burden 
of  proof.*  Similarly  when  the  plaintiff  relies  upon  the  defendant's 
absence  as  interrupting  the  running  of  tbe  statute,  it  is  necessary  for 
the  plaintiff  to  show  such  absence  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  as 
will  relieve  the  plaintiff  from  the  effect  thereof.  If  the  nonresidence 
of  a  defendant  has  been  shown,  it  will  be  presumed  that  he  maintained 
such  nonresidence  until  the  contrary  is  proven.  Where  the  defendant 
has  returned  to  the  jurisdiction,  he  is  not  obliged  to  prove  that  his 
letum  to  the  state  was  actually  known  to  the  plaintiff,  but  the  burden 
is  on  him  to  show  that  such  return  was  op^  and  notorious  and  not 
secret.  If  his  return  and  continued  residence  are  open  and  notorious, 
the  plaintiff  will  be  presumed  to  have  knowledge  of  it.* 

387.  Burden  of  Showing  Removal  of  Bar. — ^The  same  principle  con- 
trols where  a  promise  is  relied  on  to  take  a  cause  of  action  out  of  the 
bar  of  the  statute,  tbe  burden  to  show  such  promise  beitkg  on  the  party 
who  alleges  it.'  .  So  when  the  plaintiff  relies  upon  a  part  payment 
of  the  claim  within  the  period  of  the  statute  the  burden  of  proof  is 
on  him  to  show  that  fact,*  and  that  it  was  made  by  the  authority  of 
the  defendant,*  before  the  cause  of  action  was  barred,'*  and  that  it 
was  applied  to  the  particular  clsdm  in  litigation." 

388.  Fraud. — ^When  the  cause  of  action  is  based  upon  the  fraud  of 
the  defendant,  it  is  generally  necessary  for  the  plaintiff,  in  the  event 
that  the  cause  of  action  accrued  more  than  the  statutory  period  before 
the  commencement  of  the  action,  to  allege  in  his  complaint  and 
to  prove  that  the  facts  constituting  the  fraud  were  fraudulently  con- 
cealed by  the  defsidant  and  were  not  discovered  until  within  the 
statutory  period.  In  such  cases  it  usually  appeal^  on  the  face  of  the 
complahit  that  the  cause  is  barred,  and  therefore  the  defendant  is 
not  required  to  make  initiative  proof  of  that  fact.  This  being.,  the 
case  the  plaintiff  must  show  an  exception  to  the  general  application 
of  the  statute  by  proving  that  the  fraud  was  not  discovered  before 

Ark.  516,  52  Am.  Dec.  248;  Paine  v.  Note:  8  Ann.  Gas.  343. 

DoddB,  14  N.  D.  189,  103  N.  W.  931,  8.  Regan  v.  Williams,  185  Ho.  620. 

116  A.  8.  R.  674.  84  S.  W.  959,  105  A.  S.  B.  600. 

Note:  81  Am.  Dec.  726.  Notes:  81  Am.  Dec.  726;  8  Ann. 

4.  Notes:  81  Am.  Dec  726;  8  Ann.  Cas.  343. 

Caa.  343.  9.  ReKan  v.  WiUiams,  185  Mo.  620, 

6.  HiUebnmt  v.  Brewer,  6  Tex.  45,  84  S.  W.  959,  105  A.  S.  R.  600. 

56  Am.  Deo.  757.  10.  KxagU  v.  Clements,  45  Ala.  89, 

6.  Note:  8  Ann.  Gas.  343.  6  Am.  Rep.  693. 

7.  Riser  t.  Snoddy,  7  Ind.  442,  66  11.  Note:  8  Ann.  Cas.  343. 
Am.  Dee.  740. 
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the  statutory  period.^*  And  it  haa  been  said  that  when  a  party  relies 
upon  fraudulent  concealment  of  a  cause  of  action,  the  burden  of 
proof  is  upon  him  to  show  that  the  opposing  party  can  fraudulently 
conceal  without  some  affirmative  fraudulent  act,  or  Uiat  he  has  com- 
mitted some  act  of  negligence  so  gross  as  to  be  equivalent  to  inten- 
tional fraud.^'  Similarly  in  equity  the  burden  is  on  the  plaintiff,  in 
cases  founded  on  fraud,  to  prove  that  the  fraud  was  not  discovered 
until  within  the  statutory  period  regulating  similar  actions  at  law. 
And  if  discovered  beyond  the  statutory  period,  he  must  show  some 
extraordinary  circumstances  that  would  make  it  inequitable  to  enforce 
the  statute  of  limitations.  But  when  the  plaintiff  proves  discovery 
of  the  fraud  within  the  period  of  the  statute,  it  remains  for  the  defend- 
ant to  show  such  circumstances  as  would  malce  it  inequitable  to  enforce 
the  claim,  although  the  statute  of  limitations  has  not  yet  expired.** 
In  such  cases  the  burden  of  proof  is  on  the  defendant  to  show  not 
merely  that  the  complainant  had  a  strong  suspicion  of  fraud  at  the 
period  of  its  perpetration,  but  that  he  had  such  a  knowledge  of  the 
facts,  or  possessed  such  a  clue  to  their  discovery,  as  would  have  enabled 
him  to  proceed  with  reasonable  prospects  of  success.^* 

12.  Note:  8  Ann.  Gas.  343.  15.  Shannon  v.  White,  6  Bidi.  Eq. 

IS.  Wood  T.  WiUiama,  142  lU.  260,  (S.  C.)  96,  60  Am.  Dee.  115  and 

31  N.  E.  681,  34  A.  S.  B.  79.  note:  Oodbold  t.  Lambert,  8  Bidi.  Eq. 

14.  Note:  8  Ann.  Cas.  343.  (8.  G.)  165,  70  Am.  Dee.  IdSL 
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I,  Introductory 

1.  Definition;  Scope  of  Article. — A  lis  pendens  is,  literally,  a  pend- 
ing suit,*  and  is  occasionally  used  by  the  courts  merely  in  this  sense.* 
but  as  applied  to  tiie  doctrine  which  is  the  subject  matter  of  tliis 
article,  it  may  be  defined  as  the  jurisdiction,  power,  or  control  which 
courts  acquire  over  property  involved  in  a  suit,  pending  the  continu- 
ance of  the  action,  and  until  its  final  judgment  therein.'  This  article 
is  limited  to  a  general  discussion  of  the  doctiine  of  lis  pendens  as 
above  defined,  leaving  for  treatment  elsewhere  the  effect  of  the  pen- 
dency of  another  action  as  a  defense,*  and  questions  arising  by  reason 
of  the  transfer  of  property  the  alienation  of  which  has  been  enjoined 
by  order  of  court* 

1.  SUte  T.  Ouinotte,  156  Mo.  513,  etc.,  Co.,  20  Utah  103,  57  Pae.  845,  77 
57  S.  W.  281,  50  L.R.A.  787.  A.  S.  R.  902. 

2.  Alabama,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Thomas,  4.  See  Abatehsht  and  Revival,  vol. 
89  Ala.  294,  7  So.  762,  18  A.  S.  B.  1,  p.  11  et  seq. 

119;  Davidson  v.  Burke,  143  111.  139,  5.  See  Ikjunchoks,  vol.  14,  p.  305 
32  N.  E.  514,  36  A.  S.  R.  367.  et  seq.  ' 

3.  Dupee  v.  Salt  I^ke  Valley  Loan, 
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2.  Doctrine  Stated. — The  doctrine  of  lis  pendens  as  to  persons  and 
property  within  its  operation  is  that  the  court  having  jurisdiction 
of  the  suit  or  action  is  entitled  to  proceed  to  the  final  exercise  of 
that  jurisdiction,  and  that  it  is  beyond  the  power  of  any  of  the  parties 
to  the  action  to  prevent  its  doing  so  by  any  transfer  or  other  act 
made  or  done  after  the  service  of  the  writ  or  the  happening  of  such 
of^er  act  as  may  be  necessary  to  the  commencement  of  lis  pendens. 
If  any  of  the  parties,  after  the  lis  pendens  has  become  operative, 
attempts  any  transfer  of  the  subject  matter  of  *he  litigation,  or  to 
create  any  incumbrance  or  charge  against  it,  or  to  enter  into  any 
contract  affecting  it,  or  to  delivw  possession  of  it  to  another^  the 
aoUon  or  suit  may  proceed  witJiout  taking  any  notice  whatever  of 
such  transfer,  incumbrance  or  change  in  possession,  and  the  final 
judgment  or  decree,  when  entered,  may  be  carried  into  effect  not- 
withstanding the  atten^ted  dealing  with  Uie  subject  matter  thereof.* 
This  general  rule,  that  whoever  purchases  the  subject  matter  of  a 
suit,  pendente  lite,  takes  his  purchase  subject  to  tiie  decree  or  judg- 
ment which  may  be  rendered  in  such  suit,  has  been  enunciated  and 
recognized  in  a  multitude  of  cases  from  nearly  every  jutisdiction.' 

6.  Roberts  v.  CardweU,  164  Ky.  483,  98;  Nefl  v.  Elder,  84  Ark.  277,  105  S. 
157  8.  W.  711,  Ann.  Cas.  1915C  515.  W.  260,  120  A.  S.  R.  67;  Whitney  v. 


7.  Mechanics  Bank  v.  Seton,  1  Pet  748;  Randall  v.  DuCE,  79  Cal.  115,  19 

299,  7  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  152;  Walden  v.  Pac.  532,  21  Pac.  610,  3  L.R.A.  754; 

Bodloy,  9  How.  34,  13  U.  S.  (U  ed.)  Di  Nola  v.  AUison,  143  Cal.  106,  76 

36;  Secomba  v.  Steele,  20  How.  94,  15  Pae.  976,  101  A.  S.  R.  84,  65  L.R.A. 

U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  833;  Eyster  v.  Gaff,  419;  SummerviUe  v.  March,  142  Cal. 

91  V.  S.  621,  23  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  403;  554,  76  Pac.  388,  100  A.  S.  R.  145; 

Tilton  V.  Cofield,  93  U.  S.  163,  23  U.  Cheever  v.  Minton,  12  Colo.  557,  21 

S.  (L.  ed.)  858;  Warren  County  v.  Pae.  710,  13  A.  S.  R.  258;  Lockwood 

Marcy,  97  U.  S.  96,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  v.  Bates,  1  Del.  Ch.  435,  12  Am.  Dec. 

977;  Gay  v.  Parpart,  106  V.  S.  679,  121;  Lenders  v.  Thomas,  35  Fla.  518, 

1  S.  Ct.  456,  27  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  256;  17  So.  633,  48  A.  S.  R.  255;  Hurd  v. 

Whiteside  v.  Haselton,  110  U.  S.  296,  Case,  32  HI.  45,  83  Am.  Dec.  249; 

4  S.  Ct.  1,  28  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  152;  Mullanphy  Sav.  Bank  v.  Schott,  135 

Union  .Trust  Co.  v.  Southern  Inland  III.  655,  26  N.  E.  640,  25  A.  8.  R.  401; 

Nav.,  etc.,  Co.,  130  U.  S.  565,  9  8.  Ct.  Harding  v.  American  Glucose  Co.,  182 

606,  32  U.  S.  {L.  ed.)  1043;  Mellen  111.  551,  55  N.  E.  577,  74  A.  S.  R. 

V.  Moline  Malleable  Iron  Works,  131  189,  64  L.R.A.  738;  Steger  v.  Travel- 

U.  S.  352,  9  S.  Ct.  781,  33  U.  S.  (L.  ing  Men's  Building,  etc.,  Ass'n,  208 

ed.)  178;  Thompson  v.  Baker,  141  U.  111.  236,  70  N.  E.  236,  100  A.  S.  R. 

S.  648,  12  S.  Ct.  89,  35  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  225;  Ray  v.  Roe,  2  Blackf.  (Ind.) 

889;  Lewers  v.  Atcherly,  222  U.  S.  258,  18  Am.  Dec.  159;  Kern  v.  Hazle- 

285,  32  8.  Ct.  94,  56  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  rigg,"  11  Ind.  443,  71  Am.  Dec.  3U0 

202;  Howard  v.  Kennedy,  4  Ala.  892,  and  note:  Sowden  v.  Craig,  26  la.  156, 

39  Am.  Dec.  307;  Powell  v.  Williams,  96  Am.  Dec.  125  and  note;  Bowman 

14  Ala.  476,  48  Am.  Dec.  105  and  v.  Anderson,  82  la.  210,  47  N.  W.  1087, 

note;  Pickett  v.  Ferguson,  45  Ark.  177,  31  A.  8.  R.  473  and  note;  Wilkinson 

55  Am.  Rep.  545;  Swantz  v.  Pillow,  v.  Elliott,  43  Kan.  590,  23  Pac.  614, 

50  Ark.  300,  7  S.  W.  167,  7  A.  S.  R.  19  A.  S.  R.  158;  Henderaon  v.  Pickett, 
R.  C.  h.  Vol.  XVII.— 64.  1009 


Note:  56  A.  8.  R.  857. 
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Under  some  of  the  early  dedaons  in  this  country  it  was  held  that 
a  conveyance  of  land  pending  a  ^t  oonc^ning  it  was  champ^y, 
and  the  conveyance  in  such  case  was  absolutely  void,  even  where 
the  purchase  was  bona  fide,  although  the  party  would  not  be  subject 
to  penal  consequences,^  and  it  has  sometimes  been  said  that  a  pendente 
lite  purchaser  "takes  nothing."  *  It  is  gen9rally  held,  however,  that 
the  rule  of  lis  pendens  is  not  intended  to  prevent  the  sale  of  the 
property,  but  to  hold  it  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  for  the 
purpose  of  granting  the  relief  sought,^**  and  that  the  rule  does  not 
annul  the  conveyance  but  only  renders  it  subservient  to  the  rights 
of  the  parties  to  the  action.*^  Although  the  maxim  is^  pendente  lite 
nil  innovetur,  that  maxim  is  not  to  be  understood  as  warranting  the 


4  T.  B.  Mon.  (Ky.)  54,  16  Am.  Dec.  merman,  17  Ore.  499,  21  Pac.  1037, 
130;  Talbott  v.  Bell,  5  B.  Mon.  (Ky.)  11  A.  8.  B.  848,  4  L.R.A.  716  and 
320,  43  Am.  Dec.  126;  Stone  t.  Con-  note;  Bergman  v.  Inman,  43  Ore.  456, 
nelly,  1  Mete.  (Ky.)  652,  71  Am.  Deo.  72  Pac.  1086,  73  Pac.  341,  99  A.  S.  R. 
499;  Campbell's  Case,  2  Bland  (Md.)  771;  Green  v.  Rick,  121  Pa.  St.  130, 
209,  20  Am.  Dec.  360  and  note;  Schaf-  15  AU.  497,  6  A.  S.  R.  760,  2  L.R.A. 
erman  v.  O'Brien,  28  Md.  565,  92  Am.  48  and  note;  Ruth  v.  Wells,  13  8.  D. 
Dee.  708;  Long  v.  Richards,  170  Mass.  482,  83  N.  W.  568,  79  A.  8.  B.  902; 
120,  48  N.  E.  1083,  64  A.  S.  R.  281  Woodfolk  v.  Blount,  3  Hayw.  (Tenn.) 
and  not«;  Moulton  v.  Kolodzik,  97  147,  9  Am.  Dec.  736;  Sbelton  v.  John- 
Minn.  423, 107  N.  W.  154,  7  Ann,  Cas.  son,  4  Soeed  (Tenn.)  672,  70  Am. 
1090;  Shotwell  v.  Lawson,  30  Miss.  Dec.  265;  Briscoe  v.  Bronaugh,  1  Tex. 
27,  64  Am.  Dec.  145  and  note;  Turner  326,  46  Am.  Dee.  108;  Portes  v.  Hill, 
V.  Edmonston,  210  Mo.  411,  109  S.  30  Tex.  529,  98  Am.  Dec.  481;  Evans 
W.  33,  124  A.  S.  R.  739;  Merrill  v.  v.  Welbom,  74  Tex.  530,  12  S.  W. 
Wright,  65  Neb.  794,  91  N.  W.  697,  230,  15  A.  S.  R.  858  and  note;  Trum- 
101  A.  S.  R.  645  and  note;  Powell  v.  bull  v.  Jefferson  County,  60  Wash. 
CampbeU,  20  Nev.  232,  20  Pac.  156,  479,  111  Pac.  569,  140  A.  S,  R.  943; 
19  A.  S.  R.  350,  2  L.R.A.  615;  Wood  Phillips  v.  Tompson,  73  Wash.  78, 131 
V.  Price,  79  N.  J.  Eq.  620,  81  Ail.  983,  Pac.  461,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  672;  Stout 
Ann.  Cas.  1913A  1210,  38  L.R.A.  v,  Philippi  Mfg.,  etc.,  Co.,  41  W.  Va. 
(N.S.)  772;  Murray  v.  Blatchford,  1  339,  23  S.  E.  571,  56  A.  S.  R.  843; 
Wend.  (N.  Y.)  583,  IS  Am.  Dec  537;  GoS  v.  MeLain,  48  W.  Va.  445,  37 
Jackson  v.  Andrews,  7  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  S.  E.  566,  86  A.  S.  R.  64;  Kellogg  v. 
152,  22  Am.  Dec.  574  and  note;  Parks  Fancher,  23  Wis.  21,  99  Am.  Dec. 
V.  Jackson,  11  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  442,  25  96;  Gaynor  v,  Blewett,  82  Wis.  313, 
Am.  Dec.  656;  Hailey  v.  Ano,  136  N.  52  N.  W.  313,  33  A.  S.  R.  ^7  and 
Y.  569,  32  N.  E.  1068,  32  A.  S.  R.  764;  note;  Brown  v.  Cohn,  96  Wis.  90,  69 
Briley  v.  Cherry,  13  N.  C.  2,  18  Am.  N.  W.  71,  60  A.  S.  R.  i?3. 
Dec.  561;  Jones  v.  Williams,  155  N.  Notes:  11  A.  S.  R.  707;  24  A.  S.  R. 
C.  179,  71  S.  E.  222,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  373  ;  55  A.  S.  R.  141;  10  L.Rjl.(N.S.) 
426;  Borden  v.  McNamara,  20  N.  D.  443  ;  38  L.R.A.(N.S.)  29. 
225,  127  N.  W.  104,  Ann.  Cas.  1912C  8.  Jackson  v.  Andrews,  7  Wend. 
841;  Taylor  v.  Boyd,  3  Ohio  337,  17  (N.  Y.)  152,  22  Am.  Dee.  574. 
Am.  Dec  603;  Fox  v.  Reeder,  28  Ohio  9.  Menx  v.  Anthony,  U  Ark.  411, 
St.  181,  22  Am.  Rep.  370; 'Benton  v.  52  Am.  Dee.  274. 
Shafer,  47  Ohio  St.  117,  24  N.  E.  197,  10.  Hulen  v.  Chilcoat,  79  Neb.  505, 
7  L.R.A.  812;  Stewart  v.  Wheeling,  U3  N.  W.  122,  126  A.  S.  R.  681. 
etc.,  R.  Co^  53  Ohio  St.  151,  41  N.  E.  11.  Cromwell  v.  Gay,  1  Dana  (Ky.) 
247,  29  L.B.A.  438;  Houston  t.  Tim-  578,  25  Am.  Dec.  165;  Stone  t.  Con- 
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conclusion  that  the  conv^ance  so  made  is  absolutely  null  and  void, 
at  all  times  and  for  all  purposes.  The  true  interpretation  of  the  maxim 
is  that  the  conveyance  does  not  vary  the  rights  of  the  parties  in  that 
suit,  and  they  are  not  bound  to  take  notice  of  the  title  acquired  under 
it,  but,  with  regard  to  them,  the  title  is  to  be  taken  as  if  it  had 
never  existed." 

3.  Origin  and  History. — The  doctrine  of  lis  pendens  had  its  origin 
in  the  civU  law,  and  was  pungently  stated  in  the  legal  maxim  pendente 
lite  nihil  innovetur.**  The  doctrine,  as  it  prevails  at  this  time,  seems 
to  have  had  its  origin  in  the  common  law  rule  which  obtained  in 
real  actions,  where,  if  the  defendant  alimed  diuring  tJie  pendency 
of  the  suit,  the  judgment  in  the  real  action  overreached  the  aliena- 
tion.'* The  rule  is  thus  older  at  law  than  in  equity,  and  was  adopted 
from  the  common  law  courts  by  Lord  Bacon  as  one  of  his  ordinances 
"for  the  better  and  more  regular  administration  of  justice  in  the 
court  of  chancery."  This  ordinance  provides  "that  no  decree  bind- 
eth  any  that  cometh  in  bona  fide  by  conveyance  from  the  defendant, 
before  the  bill  is  exhibited,  and  is  made  no  party  by  bill  or  order; 
but  when  he  comes  in  pendente  lite,  and  while  the  suit  is  in  full 
prosecution,  and  without  any  color  of  allowance  or  privity  of  court, 
there  regularly  the  decree  bindeth.  But  if  there  were  any  inter- 
missions of  suit,  or  the  court  made  acquainted  with  the  conveyance, 
the  court  is  to  give  order  upon  the  special  matter  according  to  jus- 
tice." '•  The  principle  thus  adopted  at  an  early  period  in  the  history 
of  chancery  jurisprudence  has  been  followed  and  acted  on  by  various 
succes^ve  chancellors,  and  finally  is  admitted  by  all  elementary  writers 
on  the  subject  to  be  the  established  doctrine.^^ 

4.  Constructive  Notice  as  Basis  of  Doctrine. — ^Two  different  theories 
have  been  advanced  as  tJae  basis  of  the  doctrine  of  lis  pendens.  Numer- 

nelly,  1  Mete.  (Ey.)  652,  71  Am.  Dee.  Thaekston,  187  Mo.  332,  86  S.  W.  94, 
499.  106  A.  S.  B.  472. 

Note:  2  L.RJI.  49.  16.  Winston  v.  Westfeldt,  22  Ala. 

12.  Powell  T.  Campbell,  20  Nev.  232,  760,  58  Am.  Dee.  278;  Loekwood  r. 
20  Pac  156, 19  A.  S.  B.  350,  2  L.RA.  Bates,  1  Del.  Gh.  435,  12  Am.  Dec. 
615.  121;  Koriis  v.  Be,  152  Bl.  190,  38 

18.  Jones  v.  Williams,  165  N.  C.  N.  E.  762,  43  A.  S.  B.  233;  Bristow 
179,  71  S.  E.  222,  36  L.BJL(N.S.)  v.  Thaekston,  187  Mo.  332,  86  S.  W. 
426.  94,  106  A.  S.  R.  472;  Jones  v.  WU- 

14.  Wuston  V.  Westfddt,  22  Ala.  liams,  155  N.  G.  179^  S.  E.  222,  36 
760,  58  Am.  Dec.  278;  Houston  v.  IiJt.A.(N.S.)  426;  Hooston  v.  Tim- 
timmerman,  17  Ozb.  499,  21  Pae.  1037,  merman,  17  Ore.  499,  21  Pae.  1037, 
11  A.  S.  B.  848, 4  ImBJL  716 ;  Diamond  11  A.  S.  B.  848, 4  L.B.  A.  716 ;  Diamond 
T.  Lawrence  Gonnty,  37  Pa.  St  353,  Lawrence  County,  37  Pa.  St  353, 
78  Am.  Dee.  429;  Green  t.  Biok,  121  78  Am.  Dee.  429. 

Pa.  St  130,  15  Aa  497,  6  A.  S.  B.  17.  Scott  v.  MeMiSen,  1  Litt  (Ky.) 

760,  2  L.B.A.  48.  302,  m,  13  Am.  Dee.  239,  and  see 

15.  McBwrath  t.  Hollander,  73  Mo.  authorities  cited  in  notes  to  preceding 
105,  30  Am.  Bep.  484;  Bristow  v.  paragraph. 
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ous  courts  and  text  writers  state  that  it  is  referable  to  the  doctrine 
of  constmctiYe  notice,  and  say  that  a  pending  suit  concerning  prop- 
erty operates  as  notice  to  the  world,  and  that  a  purchaser  of  the 
property  under  one  of  the  parties  is  bound  by  the  result  of  the  liti- 
gation, because  he  is  charged  with  such  notice.*®  All  the  inhabitants 
of  the  realm  are  supposed  to  pay  attention  to  and  be  familiar  with 
what  is  going  on  in  courts  of  justice,  and,  having  knowledge  thereof, 
cannot  interfere  therewith  by  dealing  with  property  already  the  sub- 
ject of  litigation.**  The  effect  of  lis  pmidens  and  the  effect  of  registry 
on  this  theory  are  in  their  nature  the  same  thing.  They  are  only 
different  examples  or  instances  of  the  operation  of  the  role  of  con- 
structive notice.  They  are  record  notices.  One  is  a  record  in  one 
place  and  the  other  a  record  in  another  place.  A  purchaser  must 
consult  both  places  of  record  for  light  and  information.**  Many 
cases  state  that  a  lis  pendens  charges  subsequent  purchasers  with  notice 
of  the  pendency  of  the  action,*  that  a  person  so  acquiring  an  inter- 
est is  presumed  to  have  had  notice,*  and  to  have  acted  in  bad  faith 
in  taking  tho  conveyance.' 

5.  Public  Policy  as  Basis  of  Doctrine. — CUher  authorities  take  the 
view  that  the  doctrine  as  to  the  effect  of  lis  pendens  on  the  title  of 
an  alienee  is  not  founded  on  any  principles  of  courts  of  equity  with 
regard  to  notice,  but  on  the  ground  that  it  is  necessary  to  the  admin- 
istration of  justice  that  the  decision  of  the  court  in  a  suit  should  be 
binding,  not  only  on  the  litigant  parties,  but  on  those  who  derive 
titie  from  them  pendente  lite,  whether  with  notice  of  the  suit  or  not.* 
WiUiout  such  a  principle,  all  suits  for  specific  pn^erty  might  be 
rendered  abortive  by  successive  alienations  of  the  property  in  suit; 
so  that  at  the  end  of  one  suit  another  would  have  to  be  commenced ; 
after  that,  another,  by- which  it  would  be  rendered  almost  impracti- 
cable for  a  man  ever  to  make  his  rights  available  by  a  resort  to  the 
courts  of  justice.'  It  is  upon  this  principle  of  public  policy,  the  object 


18.  Bridger  v.  Exchange  Bank,  126 
Ga.  821,  56  S.  E.  97,  115  A.  S.  E. 

118,  8  LJt.A.(N.S.)  463. 

19.  Fox  v.  Reeder,  28  Ohio  St.  181, 
22  Am.  Bep.  370. 

20.  Jones  v.  McNarrin,  68  Me.  334, 
28  Am.  Rep.  66. 

1.  Lacassagne  t.  Cbapuis,  144  U.  S. 

119,  12  S.  Ct.  659,  36  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
368 ;  Whitney  v.  Higgins,  10  Cal.  547, 
70  Am.  Dec.  748 ;  Jewett  v.  Iowa  Land 
Co.,  64  Minn.  531,  67  N.  W.  639,  58 
A.  S.  R.  555;  Morray  v.  Blatcbford, 
1  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  583,  19  Am.  Dec. 
537. 


Notes:  39  Am.  Rep.  487  ;  60  A.  S.  R. 
538 

2.  Ray  v.  Roe,  2  Blackt  (Ind.)  258, 
18  Am.  Dee.  159;  W6odfoIk  v.  Blount, 
3  Hayw.  (Tenn.)  147,  9  Am.  Dee.  736; 
Briscoe  v.  Bronaugh,  1  Tex.  326,  46 
Am.  Dec.  108. 

3.  Taylor  v.  Boyd,  3  Ohio  337,  17 
Am.  Dec.  603. 

4.  Bridger  v.  Exchange  Bank,  126 
Ga.  821,  56  S.  E.  97,  115  A.  S.  R. 
118,  8  UR.A.(N.S.)  463. 

5.  Hailey  v.  Ano,  136  N.  T.  569,  32 
N.  E.  1068,  32  A.  S.  R.  764;  Shelton 
V.  Johnson,  4  Sneed  (Tenn.)  672,  70 
Am.  D6e.  2135. 
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of  which  is  to  prevent  parties  from  making  a  oonv^ance  pendente 
lite  of  the  property  or  tMng  which  is  the  subject  matter  of  the  eontro- 
.  versy  and  thus  defeat  the  execution  of  the  court's  decree,  that  the 
weight  of  modern  authority  bases  tiie  doctrine  of  Us  pendens.*  If 
the  rules  of  lis  pendens  were  based  upon  notice,  whether  express  or 
implied,  it  would  not  be  possible  to  apply  them  in  those  cases  in 
which  no  notice  could  have  been  acquired  by  a  pendente  lite  pur- 
chaser, though  he,  in  fact,  at  the  time  of  h^  purchase  had  in  his 
mind  every  act  or  proceeding  which  had  occurred  in  the  courts  of 
the  country  up  to  that  moment;  and  there  is  no  doubt  tiiafc  these 
rules  must  be  applied  in  many  instances  in  which  no  amount  of 
attention  to  the  proceedings  of  courts  could  have  given  a  pendente 
lite  purchaser  knowledge  that  the  prop^y  purchased  was  subject 
to  htigation.^  Whether  constructive  notice  or  public  policy  is  tiie 
reason  for  the  rule,  the  result  has  been  declared  to  be  the  same — the 
purchaser  of  the  subject  of  litigation  from  a  party  litigant  after  suit 
is  b^uu  is  bound  by  the  result  of  the  proceedings  into  which  he 
thus  intrudes.' 

6.  Doctrine  Not  Favored;  Rule  of  Strict  Construction. — The  doc- 
trine of  lis  pendens,  although  well  settled,  is  in  all  the  reported  cases 
admitted  to  be  haish,  and  justifiable  only  on  the  ground  that  individ- 

6.  Seoombe  v.  Steele,  20  How.  94,  794,  91  N.  W.  697,  101  A.  8.  R.  645; 

15  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  833;  Eyster  v.  QolT,  Munger  v.  Beard,  79  Neb.  764,  113 

91  U.  S.  521,  23  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  403;  N.  W.  214, 126  A.  S.  R.  688  and  note; 

Mellen  v.  Moline  Malleable  Iron  Works,  "Paxka  v.  Jackson,  11  Wend,  {N.  Y.) 

131  U.  S.  352,  9  S.  Ct.  781,  33  U.  8.  442,  25  Am.  Dee.  656;  Stewart  v. 

(L.  ed.)  178;  Biidger  v.  Excbange  Wheeling,  ete.,  R.  Co., 53  Ohio  St.  151, 

Bank,  126  Ga.  821,  56  S.  E.  97,  115  41  N.  E.  247,  29  L.R.A.  438;  Houston 

A.  S.  R.  118,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  463;  v.  Timmermau,  17  Ore.  499,  21  Pae. 
Norris  v.  He,  152  HI.  190,  38  N.  E.  762,  1037,  11  A.  S.  R.  848,  4  LJl.A.  716; 
43  A.  S.  R.  233;  Olson  v.  Leibpke,  McVay  v.  Tousley,  20  S.  D.  258,  105 
110  la.  594,  81  N.  W.  801,  80  A.  S.  N.  W.  932,  129  A.  S.  R.  927;  Dupee 
R.  327;  Noyes  v.  Crawford,  118  la.  t.  Salt  Lake  Valley  Loan,  etc.,  Co., 
lo,  91  N.  W.  799,  96  A.  S.  R.  363;  20  Utah  103,  57  Pac.  845,  77  A.  S.  R. 
IlaiTod  V.  Burke,  76  Kan.  909,  92  Pac.  902;  Newman  v.  Chapman,  2  Rand. 
112S,  123  A.  S.  R.  179  and  note;  Scott  (Va.)  93,  14  Am.  Dec.  766;  Stout  v. 
V.  McMillen,  1  Litt.  (Ky.)  302, 13  Am.  PhiUppi  Mfg.,  etc.,  Co.,  41  W.  Va. 
Dec.  239;  Watson  v.  Wilson,  2  Dana  339,  23  S.  E.  571,  56  A.  S.  R.  843 
(Kv.)  406,  26  Am.  Dec.  459;  Roths-  and  note;  Wingfield  v.  Neall,  60  W. 
child  V.  Kolin,  93  Ky.  107,  19  S.  W.  Va.  106,  54  S.  E.  47,  116  A.  S.  R. 
180,  40  A.  S.  R.  184;  Campbell's  Case,  882  and  note,  9  Ann.  Cas.  982,  10 
2  Bland  (Md.)  209,  20  Am.  Dee.  360;  L.R.A.(N.S.)  443;  Kellogg  v.  Fancher, 
Moulton  V.  Kolodzik,  97  Minn.  423,  23  Wis.  21,  99  Am.  Dec.  96. 

107  N.  W.  154,  7  Ann.  Cas.  1090;  Notes:  39  Am.  Rep.  487;  111  A.  S. 

Carr  v.  Lewis  Coal  Co.,  96  Mo.  149,  R.  56;  122  A.  S.  R.  962;  124  A.  S.  B. 

8  S.  W.  907,  9  A.  S.  R.  328;  Bristow  749;  2  L.R.A.  48. 

V.  Thackston,  187  Mo.  332,  86  S.  W.  7.  Note:  56  A.  8.  R.  853. 

94, 106  A.  S.  R.  472;  Baker  V.  Bartlett,  8.  Noyea  v.  Crawford,  118  la.  15, 

18  Mont.  446,  45  Pac.  1084.  56  A.  S.  91  N.  W.  799,  96  A.  S.  R.  363. 

B,  594:  Merrill  ?.  Wright,  65  Neb. 
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ual  riglits  must  sometimes  be  made  to  yield  to  rulee  established  for 
general  convenience.'  By  its  operation  a  purchaser  who  has  advanced 
his  money  in  good  faith  may  acquire  no  rights  from  his  purchase. 
Such  a  doctrine  is  not  a  favorite  one  with  l^e  courts;  it  will  not  be 
extended  without  strict  necessity,"  and  will  be  strictly  construed.^^ 
7.  Of  What  Lis  Pendens  Is  Notice. — According  to  the  generally 
accepted  view  lis  pendens  is  notice  of  all  facts  apparent  on  the  face 
of  the  pleadings,  and  of  those  other  facte  of  which  the  facts  so  stated 
necessarily  put  the  purchaser  on  inquiry.^*  Thus  it  has  been  held 
that  if  the  facts  in  the  record  tell  a  pendente  lite  purchaser  that  his 
vendor  committed  fraud  he  becomes  a  party  to  the  fraud,  so  far  as 
the  complainants  in  that  suit  are  concerned.*'  Pendente  lite  pur- 
chasers are  chargeable,  for  the  purposes  of  the  suit,  with  notice  of 
all  the  facts  of  which  the  record  would  inform  them  at  the  time  of 
acquiring  their  interest,**  but  the  notice  from  the  pending  suit  affects 
'^only  the  property  embraced  within  the  descriptions  of  the  pleading, 
and  does  not  «Etend  in  its  operation  beyond  the  prayer  for  relief.*' 
A  notice  of  the  pendency  of  a  bill  affecting  land  is  not  notice  to  a 
purchaser  pendente  lite  of  matters  set  up  by  a  subsequent  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,*'  though  such  a  purchaser  is  charged  with  any 
contraction  or  restriction  of  the  controversy  prior  to  acquiring  hia 
interest  as  fully  as  he  is  charged  with  notice  of  the  original  suit*' 
There  is  no  constructive  notice  of  any  other  points  than  those  which 
are  in  dispute  between  the  parties  to  the  action,*'  and  Uie  purchaser 
takes  subject  to  that  suit  pending  at  the  time  of  his  purchase  only.*' 
It  is  essential  that  the  litigation  to  which  the  lis  pendens  refers  ^all 
result  in  a  judgment  or  decree  affecting  the  property  described  therein 


9.  Carr  v.  Lewis  Coal  Co.,  96  Mo.  Note:  56  A.  S.  R.  869. 

149,  8  S.  W.  907,  9  A.  S.  R.  328;  13.  Stout  v.  Philippi  Mfg.,  etc,  Co., 

Wood  V.  Price,  79  N.  J.  Eq.  620,  81  41  W.  Va.  339,  23  S.  E.  571,  56  A.  S. 

Atl.  983,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  1210,  38  R.  843. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  772;  Parks  v.  Jackson,  14.  Jones  v.  McNamn,  68  Me.  334, 

11  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  442,  25  Am.  Dec  28  Am.  Rep.  66;  Stout  v.  Philippi 

656;  Hailey  v.  Ano,  136  N.  T.  569,  Mfg.,  etc,  Co.,  41  W.  Va.  339,  23  S. 

32  N.  E.  1068,  32  A.  S.  R.  764;  Benton  E.  571,  56  A.  S.  R.  843  and  note. 

V.  Shafer,  47  Ohio  St.  117,  24  N.  E.  15.  Bridger  v.  Exchange  Bank,  126 

197,  7  L.R.A.  812.  Ga.  821,  56  S.  E.  97, 115  A.  S.  R.  118, 

10.  Note:  39  Am.  Rep.  488.  8  L.R.A(N.S.)  463. 

11.  Notes:  70  Am.  Dec  269;  5  Ann.  Notes:  2  L.R.A.  50,  ^15;  4  LR.A. 
Cas.  333.  716;  7  L.R.A.  812;  8  L.R,A.  553. 

12.  Norris  V.  He,  152  111.  190,  38  16.  HoUand  v.  Citizens'  Sav.  Bank, 
N.  E.  762,  43  A.  S.  R.  233;  Jones  v.  16  R.  I.  734,  19  AU.  654,  8  L.E.A. 
McNarrin,  68  Me.  334,  28  Am.  Rep.  553.   And  see  infra,  par.  31. 

66;  Bristow  v.  Thackston,  187  Mo.  332,  17.  Portis  v.  Hill,  30  Tex.  529,  98 

86  S.  W.  94,  106  A.  S.  R.  472;  Powell  Am.  Dec  481. 

V.  Campbell,  20  Nev.  232,  20  Pac  156,  18.  Ray  v.  Roe,  2  Blackf.  (Ind.) 

19  A.  S.  R.  350,  2  L.R.A.  615;  Diamond  258,  18  Am.  Dec  159. 

V.  Lawrence  County,  37  Pa.  St.  353,  19.  Newman  v.  Chapman,  2  Band. 

78  Am.  Dec.  429  and  oote.  (Va.)  93,  14  Am.  Dec.  766. 
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and  within  the  issues  made,*'  and  constructive  notice  of  matters  not 
in  issue  and  not  pertinent  to  any  issue,  and  which,  therefore,  cannot 
be  determined  in  the  action  or  proceei^g,  cannot  be  given  by  men- 
tioning them  in  any  pleading  or  oI^ot  paper  therein.^ 

8.  Territorial  Operation  of  Doctrine. — ^In  its  territorial  operation, 
the  rule  of  lis  pendens  is  coextensive  with  the  traritorial  jurisdiction 
of  the  court  If  a  suit  or  action  is  brought  in  a  drcuit  or  district 
court  of  the  United  States,  it  brings  within  the  operation  of  the  law 
of  lis  pendens  all  property  affected  thereby,  wheresoever  situated, 
provided  it  be  not  beyond  the  boimdaries  of  such  district  or  circuit 
and  irrespective  of  any  state  statute  on  the  subject.*  As  to  the  extra- 
territorial operation  of  the  doctrine,  while  some  courts  have  held 
that  the  removal  of  property  from  the  state  followed  by  its  sale 
does  not  relieve  from  the  operation  of  a  pre-existing  suit,'  the  majority 
of  the  decisions  upon  the  subject  take  the  view  tiiat  the  rule  of  lis 
pendens  does  not  operate  beyond  the  state  or  country  in  which  the 
action  is  pending,  and  that  tiie  judgment  therein  cannot  be  enforced 
as  against  one  who  purchases  property  subject  to  the  action,  after 
its  removal  from  tiie  state,  in  good  faith,  and  witJiout  notice  of  the 
pendency  of  the  action.^  According  to  these  authorities  the  provi- 
sion of  the  federal  constitution  requiring  full  faith  and  credit  to 
be  given  to  the  records  and  judicial  proceedings  of  other  states  has 
no  bearing  upon  the  point  whether  a  lis  pendens  in  one  state  shall 
have  any  extraterritorial  effect.  The  obvious  meaning  of  that  pro- 
vision goes  only  to  the  operation  such  records  shall  have  when  com- 
plete and  subsequently  offered  in  evidence,  as  establishing  that  certain 
facts  have  been  adjudicated,  and  has  no  reference  to  what  shall  be 
the  incidental  effect  of  a  suit  which  results  in  such  records  being 
made.' 


9.  Legislative  Enactment  of  Conunon  Iaw  Doctrine. — In  a  num- 
ber of  states  the  rules  of  lis  pendens  have  been  codified,*  a  typical 
statute  being  to  the  effect  that  "when  a  petition  has  been  filed  affect- 
ing real  estate,  the  action  is  pending  so  as  to  charge  third  persons 

20.  Bristow  v.  TliackstoD,  187  Mo.  Shelton  v.  Johnson,  4  Sneed  (Tenn.) 
332,  86  S.  W.  94,  106  A.  8.  B.  472.     672,  70  Am.  Dec.  265  and  note. 


2.  Stewart  v.  Wheeling,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  R.  859. 
S3  Ohio  St.  151,  41  N.  £.  247,  29     5.  Carr  v.  Lewis  Coal  Co.,  96  Mo. 


3.  Fletcher  v.  Ferrel,  9  Dana  (Ky.)  tional  provision,  and  the  statutes 
372,  35  Am.  Dec.  143.  enacted    in    pursuance    thereof,  see 

4.  Carr  v.  Lewis  Coal  Co.,  96  Mo.  Judgments,  vol.  15,  p.  922  et  seq. 
14D,  8  S.  W.  907,  9  A.  S.  R.  328;      6.  Lacassagne  v.  Chapuis,  144  U.  S. 
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Notes:  13  A.  S.  R.  261;  56  A.  S. 


L.R.A.  438. 
Note:  56  A.  S.  R.  861. 


149,  8  S.  W.  907,  9  A.  S.  R.  328.  Gen- 
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Digitized  by 


Goo 


us  PENDENS 


17  R.  C.  L. 


with  notice  of  its  pendency,  and  while  pending  no  interest  can  be 
acquired  by  third  persons  in  the  subject  matter  thereof  as  against 
the  plaintiff's  title,  if  the  real  estate  affected  be  situated  in  the  county 
where  the  petition  is  Hied."  ^  Such  statutes  are  to  be  construed  witJi 
reference  to  the  pre-existing  equity  rule  and  the  reason  and  prin- 
ciple behind  it,  even  in  case  the  language  used  by  the  legislature 
is  broader  than  the  rule  as  laid  down  in  the  decisions  of  the  courts.^ 
10.  Requirement  of  Formal  Notice;  In  General. — Filing  a  formal 
notice  of  lis  pendens  was  not  provided  for  by  tlie  rules  of  the  common 
law,  nor  by  the  statutes  which  enact  the  common  law  rule  only,* 
but  tiie  sternness  of  the  common  law  doctrine  of  lis  pendens  as  f4>pUed 
to  bona  fide  purdiasers  has  caused  the  enactment  in  England  and 
many  of  the  states  of  this  country  of  statutes  by  which  purchasei^ 
and  incumbrancers  are  exonerated  from  taking  notice  of  the  pend- 
ency of  suits  affecting  real  property  or  the  right  to  its  possession, 
unless  some  instrument  is  executed  and  recorded  in  the  mode  pre- 
scribed by  the  statute,  and  from  the  reading  of  the  record  of  which 
notice  is  necessarily  imparted  of  the  pendency  of  the  litigation  and 
the  parties  and  property  affected  thereby.'**  Statutes  of  the  kind 
now  under  consideration  do  not  create  the  law  of  lis  pendens  in  tiie 
particular  jurisdictions  in  which  they  are  operative,  but  may  rather 
be  regarded  as  impo^ng  Umitations  upon  the  common  law  other- 
wise existing  upon  tiie  subject.^'    The  notice  of  the  pendency  of 

119,  12  S.  Ct.  659,  36  U.  S.  (L.  eA)  31  Pac.  166,  31  A.  S.  E.  209;  Cheever 

368   (Louisiana  statute) ;   Fisher  t.  v.  Minton,  12  Colo.  557,  21  Pac.  710, 

Shropshire,  147  U.  S.  133,  13  S.  Ct  13  A.  S.  R.  258;  Moultoa  v.  Kolodzik, 
201,  37  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  109  (citiog  Iowa.  97  Minn.  423,  107  N.  W.  154,  7  Ann. 

statute) ;  Marshall  v.  Whatley,  136  Ga.  Cas.  1090;  Gallaspy  Sons  Co.  v.  Mas- 

805,  72  S.  E.  244,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  sey,  99  Miss.  208,  54  So.  805,  Ann. 

552;  Benton  v.  Shafer,  47  Ohio  St.  Cas.  1913D  947;  Mcllwrath  v.  Hol- 

117,  24  N.  E.  197,  7  LtEA.  812.  lander,  73  Mo.  105,  39  Am.  Rep.  484; 

Note:  2  L.R.A.  50.  Bristow  v.  Tbackston,  187  Mo.  332, 

7.  Fisher  v.  Shropshire,  147  U.  S.  86  S.  W.  94,  106  A.  S.  R.  472;  Baker 
133,  13  S.  Ct.  201,  37  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  v.  BarUett,  18  Mont.  446,  45  Pac.  1084, 
109  (citing  Iowa  statute).  56  A.  S.  R.  594;  Wood  v.  Price,  79 

8.  Merrill  v.  Wright,  65  Neb.  794,  N.  J.  Eq.  620,  81  Atl.  983,  Ann.  Cas. 
91  N.  W.  697,  101  A.  S.  R.  645.  1913A  1210,  38  L.R.A.(N.S.)  772; 

9.  Moulton  V.  Kolodzik,  97  Minn.  Parks  v.  Jackson,  11  Wend.  (N.  Y.) 
423,  107  N.  W.  154,  7  Ann.  Cas.  1090;  442,  25  Am.  Dec.  656;  Hayes  v.  Nourse, 
Jones  V.  Williams,  155  N.  C.  179,  71  114  N.  Y.  595,  22  N.  E.  40,  11  A.  S. 
S.  E.  222,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  426.  R.  700;  HaUey  v.  Ano,  136  N.  Y.  569, 

10.  Broom  v.  Armstrong,  137  U.  S.  32  N.  E.  1068,  32  A.  S.  R.  764;  Young 
266,  11  S.  Ct.  73,  34  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  v.  Davis,  60  Wash.  504,  97  Pac.  506, 
648;  Smith  v.  Gale,  144  U.  S.  509,  12  126  A.  8.  B.  910;  CuUer  t.  James,  64 
S.  Ct.  674,  36  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  521  Wia.  173,  24  N.  W.  874^  54  Am.  Rep. 
(citing  the  North  Dakota  statute  to  603. 

this  effect) ;  Romeo  v.  Todd,  206  U.  S.     Notes:  14  Am.  Deo.  776  ;  50  A.  S.  R. 

358,  27  S.  Ct.  724,  51  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  855. 

1093;  Warnack  v.  Harlow,  96  Cal.  298.     11.  Note:  66  A.  S.  B.  855. 

1016  • 


Digitized  by  Google 


17  B.  C.  L. 


US  PENDENS 


action  provided  for  by  statute  has  been  said  to  be  merely  intended 
to  afford  a  convenient  and  effectual  method  of  enforcing  the  common 
law  doctriDe  of  lis  pendens,**  and  in  any  case  where  the  filing  of 
the  statutory  notice  is  not  required  all  the  common  law  rules  as  to 
lis  pendens  are  applicable.^  The  statute  may  be  so  drawn  as  to  be 
restricted  to  a  certain  class  of  actions  affeeting  real  property  only, 
as  where  a  notice  was  required  to  be  filed  of  the  pendency  of  an 
action  affecting  the  title  to  real  estate,  in  which  event  if  the  action 
affected  the  possession  only,  the  judgm^t  may  be  enforced  against 
a  pendente  Ute  vraidee  of  either  of  the  parties,  though  he  had  no 
actual  notice  of  the  suit,  and  no  notice  of  its  pendency  was  filed. 
These  statutes  are  generally  restricted  to  actions  or  proceedings  affect- 
ing real  property  or  to  some  interest  therein.  Where  such  is  Uio 
case,  actions  or  proceedings  of  a  different  class  must  remain  subject 
to  the  common  law  rule  of  lis  pendens,  and  the  judgments  therein 
must  be  given  effect  irrespective  of  transfers  made  pendente  lite  and 
whether  Uie  purchasers  had  notice  of  the  pending  litigation  or  not.'* 
And  so  it  has  been  held  that  although  a  statute  required  a  notice  of 
lis  pendens  to  be  filed  in  actions  affecting  real  estate,  since  personal 
property  was  not  included  witiiin  its  provisions,  a  transferee  pendente 
lite  of  overdue  commercial  paper  took  it  subject  to  the  outcome  of 
the  litigation.'*  These  various  lis  pendens  acts  are  properly  appli- 
cable only  to  proceedings  in  the  state.  As  to  judicial  proceedings  in 
the  federal  courts  held  within  the  state,  the  limitations  imposed  by 
the  state  statutes  do  not  prevail,  and  to  determine  who  are  affected 
by  such  proceedings  tiie  common  law  or  equity  rules  applicable  to 
lis  pendens  must  be  consulted.'*  It  appears  certain  that  by  ^e  ancient 
Spanish  law  the  sale  or  the  dismemberment  by  mortgage  of  the  own- 
ership of  real  property  which  was  involved  in  a  pending  litigation 
was  forbidden.  The  result  was  that  acts  done  in  violation  of  the 
prohibitory  law  were  void  even  as  to  innocent  third  persons.  This 
prohibition  was  omitted  from  the  Spanish  Civil  Code,  and  therefore 
the  right  to  deal  with  real  property  involved  in  pending  litigation 
was  no  longer  prohibited.  Instead  a  statute  in  order  to  protect  inno- 
cent purchasers  pendente  lite  provides  for  tiie  giving  of  a  cautionary 
notice  in  suits  for  the  ownership  of  real  property  or  for  the  creation, 
declaration,  modification,  or  extinction  of  any  property  right." 

12.  McVav  V.  Touslev,  20  S.  D.  258,      Notes:  56  A.  S.  R.  855,  861. 

105  N.  W.  932, 129  A.  S.  R.  927.  17.  Romen  v.  Todd.  206  U.  S.  358, 

13.  Brown  v.  Cohn,  95  Wis.  90,  69  27  S.  Ct.  724,  51  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1093 
N.  W-  71,  60  A.  S.  R.  83  and  note.       (in  which  this  statute  waa  held  ap- 

14.  Note:  56  A.  S.  R.  856.  plieable  to  a  suit  brought  on  the  equily 
16.  Kellogg  V.  Fancher,  23  Wis.  21,  side  of  the  United  States  district  court 

99  Am.  Dee.  96.  of  Porto  Rico) ;  Todd  v.  Romeu,  217 

16.  Stewart  v.  Wheeling,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  U.  S.  150,  30  S.  Ct  474,  54  U.  S.  (U 
53  Ohio  St.  151,  41  N.  E.  247,  29  ed.)  705. 
L.R.A.  438. 
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11.  Effect  of  Requirement;  Snfflcieney  of  Actual  Notice. — If  the 

proper  notice  is  filed  as  required  by  statute,  persons  acquiring  an 
interest  in  the  property  pendente  lite  ax©  boimd  by  the  judgment  or 
decree  rendered  in  the  case,'*  and  the  lis  pendens  becomes  effective 
from  the  time  of  filing  the  prescribed  notice.*'  On  the  other  hand, 
if  no  notice  is  filed,  persons  purchasing  or  acquiring  interests  in  the 
property  during  the  pendency  of  the  litigation  and  without  notice 
thereof  are  wholly  unaffected  by  any  judgment  which  may  subse- 
quently be  rendered  in  the  action.*"  But  the  object  of  ffaese  stat- 
utes is  not  to  relieve  persons  who  otherwise  have  actual  notice  of  the 
suit,  and  therefore,  though  no  notice  is  filed,  the  rule  of  lis  pendens 
remains  applicable  as  against  every  purchaser  or  incumbrancOT  dur- 
ing the  pendency  of  the  suit  who  has  actual  notice  thereof.' 

12.  Form  and  Requisites  of  Notice. — In  England,  it  was  enacted 
by  statute  2  Victoria,  chapter  1157,  that  no  lis  pendens  shall  bind  a 
purchaser  or  mortgagee  without  express  notice  until  a  memorandum 
or  minute  thereof  containing  tiie  name  and  the  tisual  or  last  known 
place  of  abode,  and  the  title,  trade,  or  profession  of  the  person  whose 
estate  is  intended  to  be  affected  thereby,  and  the  court  of  equity,  and 
the  title  of  the  cause  or  information,  and  the  date  when  the  bill  or 
information  was  filed,  shall  be  left  with  t^e  senior  master  of  the  court 
of  common  pleas,  who  shall  forthwith  enter  the  same  particulars  in 
a  book  in  alphabetical  order  by  the  name  of  the  person  whose  estate 
is  to  be  affected.  In  the  United  States,  the  notice  is  usually  required 
to  be  recorded  in  the  same  office  in  whidi  conveyances  of  real  estate 
must  be  recorded,  but  is  not  required  to  state  all  the  particulara 
specified  in  the  English  statutes.  It  must,  however,  generally  disclose 
the  names  of  the  parties  to  the  suit  and  the  court  in  which  it  is  pend- 


18.  Randall  v.  Duff,  79  Cal.  115,  140  A.  S.  R.  943;  McCord  v.  Akeley, 
19  Pac.  532,  21  Pac.  610,  3  L.R.A.  132  Wis.  195,  111  N.  W.  1100,  122 
754;  Moreland  v.  Strong,  115  Mich.  A.  S.  R.  956. 

211,  73  N.  W.  140,  69  A.  S.  R.  553;      19.  Pipe  v.  Jordan,  22  Colo.  392, 
Shepherd  v.  Ware,  46  Minn.  174,  48  45  Pac.  371,  55  A.  S.  R.  138;  Hope 
N.  W.  773,  24  A.  S.  R.  212;  Hokanaon  v.  Blair,  105  Mo.  85,  16  S.  W.  595, 
V.  Gunderson,  54  Minn.  499,  56  N.  W.  24  A.  S.  R.  366;  Kellogg  v.  Faucher, 
172,  40  A.  8.  R.  354;  Hall  v.  Satintry,  23  Wis.  21,  99  Am.  Dec.  06. 
72  Minn.  420,  75  N.  W.  720,  71  A.  S.      20.  Satterfield  v.  Malone,  35  Fed. 
R.  497;  Alliance  Trust  Co.  v.  Nettle-  445,  1  L.R.A.  35;  Wood  v.  Price,  79 
ton  Hardware  Co.,  74  Miss.  584,  21  N.  J.  Eq.  620,  81  AU.  983,  Ann.  Caa. 
Ro.  396,  60  A.  S.  R.  531,  36  L.R.A.  1913A  1210,  38  L.R.A.(N.S.)  772, 
155;  Ruth  v.  Wells,  13  S.  D.  482,  83      Note:  56  A.  S.  R.  856. 
N.  W.  568,  79  A.  S.  R.  902;  Dupee      1.  Wood  v.  Price,  79  N.  J.  Eq.  620, 
V.  Salt  Lake  Valley  Loan,  etc.,  Co.,  20  81  Atl.  983,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  1210,  38 
Utah  103,  57  Pac.  845,  77  A.  S.  R.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  772;  Brown  v.  Cohn,  95 
902;  Bank  v.  Doherty,  42  Wash.  317,  Wis.  90,  69  N.  W.  71,  60  A.  S.  B. 
84  Pac.  872, 114  A.  S.  R.  123,  4  L.R.A.  83. 

(N.S.)  1191;  Trumbull  v.  Jefferson  Notes:  &1  A.  8.  B.  824:  66  A.  S.  B. 
County,  M  Wash.  470,  lU  Pac.  569,  856. 
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ing,  and  contain  a  description  of  the  real  property,  the  title  or  the 
right  to  tlie  possession  of  which  may  be  affected  by  the  suit,  and  must 
be  signed  either  by  the  party  in  whose  behalf  it  is  filed  or  by  his 
attorney.'  The  rules  respecting  the  interpretation  of  the  record  of 
notices  of  the  pendency  of  suits  are  similar  to  those  relating  to  other 
proceedings  aifecting  the  title  to  real  property.  Each  notice  will  be 
considered  as  a  whole,  and  inaccuracies  or  mistakes  in  one  part  are 
immaterial,  if,  from  the  writing  as  a  whole,  no  doubt  remains  of  its 
significance.*  If  the  litigant  has  done  all  which  the  statute  requires 
him  to  do,  he  does  not  lose  the  benefit  of  his  notice  by  the  failure  of 
the  proper  officer  to  index  it  or  properly  to  entw  it  upon  the  records.^ 

III.  Essentials  to  Existence  of  Valid  Lis  Pendens 

13.  In  General. — To  constitute  a  valid  lis  pendens  the  litigation 
must  be  about  some  specific  thing,  which  must  necessarily  be  affected 
by  the  termination  of  the  suit;  the  court  must  have  jurisdiction  both 
of  the  person  and  the  property,  and  the  property  must  be  suffici^tly 
described  in  the  proceedings.' 

14.  Necessity  that  Specific  Property  Be  Affected. — If  a  purchaser 
of  property  is  to  be  held  to  take  his  purchase  subject  to  a  p^ding 
suit,  fairness  would  require  that  such  property  be  directly  involved 
in  that  litigation.  Otherwise  everyone  buying  from  a  party  defending 
in  an  action  would  do  so  at  the  risk  of  having  his  purchase  seized  to 
pay  the  judgment  So  it  is  held  generally  that  the  doctrine  of  lis 
I>endens  has  no  application  to  a  proceeding  in  which  the  only  object 
sought  is  the  recovery  of  a  money  judgment.*  In  such  a  case,  the 
debtor's  property  is  not  in  litigation,  and  his  control  over  it  is  the 
same  as  before  the  commencement  of  the  suit^  It  is  not  sufincient 
that  the  title  or  right  of  possession  to  property  may  be  inddentally 
affected.  Thus  an  action  for  the  i-ecovery  of  money  may  result  in  a 
judgment  under  which  the  property  of  the  defendant  may  be  sold, 

2.  Note:  56  A.  S.  E.  855,  856.  And  bell,  20  Nev.  232,  20  Pac.  156,  19  A. 
see  supra,  par.  10.  S.  R.  350,  2  L.R.A.  615;  Hailey  v. 

3.  Watson  v.  Wilcox,  39  Wis.  643,  Ano,  136  N.  Y.  569,  32  N.  E.  10C8,  32 


4.  Armstrong  v.  Ashley,  204  U.  S.  R.  848,  4  L.R.A.  716. 
272,  27  S.  Ct.  270,  51  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)      Notes:  43  A.  8.  R.  246  ;  66  A.  S.  R. 

482.  855,  856;  116  A.  S.  R.  894;  123  A.  S. 

Notes:  66  A.  S.  R.  857;  14  L.R.A.  R.  183;  7  L.R.A.  812. 


5.  Moragne  v.  Doe,  143  Ala.  459,  So.  161,  111  A.  S.  R.  52,  5  Ann.  Caa. 

39  So.  161,  111  A.  S.  R.  52,  5  Ann.  331  and  note. 

Cas.  331;  Norria  v.  lie,  152  111.  190,  7.  Scott  v.  MeMUlen,  1  Litt  (Ky.) 

38  N.  E.  762,  43  A.  S.  R.  233;  Wilkin-  302,  311,  13  Am.  Dee.  239. 

son  T.  Elliott,  43  Kan.  590,  23  Pac.  Note:  5  Ann.  Cas.  333. 
614, 19  A.  S.  B.  158;  Powell  v.  Camp- 


20  Am.  Rep.  63. 

Note:  56  A.  S.  R.  857. 


A.  S.  R.  764 ;  Houston  t.  Timmerman, 
17  Ore.  499,  21  Pac.  1037,  11  A.  S. 


395. 


6.  Moragne  v.  Doe,  143  Ala.  459,  39 
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and  his  title  thereby  divested,  or  in  a  decision  of  some  question  of 
fact  which,  as  between  the  parties,  may  estop  either  from  alleging 
the  fact  to  be  other  than  it  has  thus  been  decided  to  be,  and  tJliis 
estoppel  may,  in  a  subsequent  action  between  them  respecting  either 
real  or  personal  property,  be  conclusive  of  the  title  or  the  right  of 
possession.  The  property  thus  indirectiy  affected  is  not,  however, 
within  the  law  of  lis  pendens  so  that  a  purchaser  of  it  duHAg  the 
,  pendency  of  the  first  suit  is  bound  to  the  same  extent  as  are  the 
parties  thereto.  If  the  relief  sought  in  the  action  or  suit  includes  the 
recovery  of  possession,  or  the  enforcement  of  a  lien,  or  an  adjudication 
between  conflicting  claims  of  title,  or  any  other  judicial  action  affect- 
ing the  title,  possession,  or  right  of  possession  to  specific  property,  real 
or  personal,  or  requiring  its  transfer  or  sale,  then  the  property  is  so 
directly  afiected  by  the  judgment  or  decree  sought  that  it  becomes 
subject  to  the  law  of  lis  pendens.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  no  specific 
property  is  necessarily  affected  by  the  judgment,  there  is  nothing  to 
which  the  rule  of  lis  pendens  can  be  applied,  though  the  cause  of 
action  arose  out  of  property  described  in  the  complaint,  as  where  the 
action  is  to  recover  the  value  of  such  property  or  compensation  for 
injuries  thereto.'  So  a  party  taking  an  asfflgnment  of  a  mortgage  has 
been  held  not  to  be  a  purchaser  pendente  lite  because  an  action  to 
recover  damages  for  conspiracy  was  pending  against  his  assignor. 
Such  an  action  was  not  to  determine  the  status  of  the  mortgage  or  the 
property  covered  thereby.* 

15.  Jurisdiction. — Jurisdiction  over  the  subject  matter  of  the  suit 
is  always  essential  to  the  operation  of  the  doctrine  of  Us  pendens.  In 
its  absence,  no  effect  can  be  given  to  proceedings,  though  they  purport 
to  be  judicial.  Therefore,  if  a  petition  or  coQiplaint  does  not  disclose 
a  subject  matter  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  the  proceedings 
cannot  operate  as  a  lis  pendens,  even  from  the  date  of  the  service  of 
process.'**  If  an  action  is  commenced  for  the  recovery  of  real  prop- 
erty in  a  county  in  which  no  part  of  it  is  situated,  and  the  court,  for 
that  reason,  has  no  jurisdiction  of  the  action,  a  subsequent  purchaser 
or  incumbrancer  is  not  bound  by  any  proceeding  therein  nor  charged 
with  notice  of  the  facts  alleged  in  the  pleadings.'*  Extrajudicial 
proceedings  cannot  act  as  constructive  notice  to  a  purchaser,  though 
actual  knowledge  may  be  obtained  from  this  source  as  well  as  any 
other." 

16.  Description  of  Property. — The  specific  property  affected  by  the 
suit  must  be  pointed  out  by  the  pleadings  or  by  tiie  notice,  where  one 

8.  Note:  56  A.  8.  R.  864.  Note:  56  A.  S.  R.  859. 

9.  Zoeller  v.  Riley,  100  N.  T.  102,     11.  Benton  v.  Shafer,  47  Ohio  St. 


10.  Rirkev  Land,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Miller,     Note:  66  A.  S.  R.  859,  860. 
218  U.  S.  258,  31  S.  Ct.  11,  54  U.  S.      12.  Hart  v.  Hawkins,  3  Bibb  (Ky.) 


2  N.  E.  388,  53  Am.  Rep.  157. 


117,  24  N.  E.  197,  7  L.BJI.  812. 


(L.  ed.)  1032. 


502,  6  Am.  Dec.  666. 
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is  required  by  statute  to  be  filed  or  recorded,'*  that  any  one  reading 
it  can  learn  what  property  is  intended  to  be  made  the  subject  of 
htigation.^'  In  this  connection  it  has  been  held,  however,  that  the 
legal  maxim  that  that  is  certain  which  can  be  made  certain  appli^ 
to  the  question  whether  property  is  sufficiently  described  to  create  lis 
pendens.  The  description  of  the  property  may  be  such  that,  by 
reference  and  upon  inquiry,  it  may  be  ascertained.'*  At  all  events, 
reasonable  certainty  in  the  description  of  the  subject  matter  of  the 
suit  is  sufficient.'*  Where  in  a  notice  of  lb  pendens  describing  the 
property  as  required  by  statute,  a  correct  description  is  given,  fol- 
lowed by  one  which  is  incorrect,  the  incorrect  matter  should  be  rejected 
as  surplusage,  and  the  notice  is  good." 

IV.  PBOPKBTy  Affected  by  Doctkinb;  Effect  of  Lis  Pbndenb 
ON  Marketable  Title 

17.  Real  Property. — As  already  stated,'^  the  doctrine  of  lis  pendens 
seems  to  have  had  its  origin  in  the  common  law  rule  which  obtained 
in  real  actions,  whereby  if  tJie  defendant  aliped  during  the  pendency 
of  the  suit,  the  judgment  in  the  real  action  overreached  the  alienation. 
It  would  be  expected,  then,  that  the  doctrine  would  always  apply  in 
controversies  affecting  real  property,  and  such  is  the  law.'*  Indeed 
60  firmly  established  is  the  application  of  the  rule  in  this  respect  that 
it  is  assumed  rather  than  discussed  by  the  courts,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  find  citations  on  the  point.  Not  only  does  the  doctrine  govern 
transfers  of  the  land  itself,  but  it  also  applies  to  that  which  is  attached 
to  the  soil,  and  numerous  cases  have  held  the  rule  applicable  to  timber 
standing  on  land  which  was  in  litigation.*" 

18.  Personalty  Generally. — Modem  English  decisions  have  held 
the  doctrine  of  lis  pendens  to  be  inapplicable  to  personal  property, 
othw  Hian  chattel  interests  in  land,  on  the  ground  of  the  serious  incon- 
venience of  extending  the  rule  to  ordinary  personal  property.'  In 

13.  Jones  v.  McNarrin,  68  Me.  334,  U.  S.  96,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  977;  En- 
28  Am.  lUp.  66.  field  v.  Jordan,  119  U.  S.  680,  7  S.  Ct. 

Note:  56  A.  S.  R.  866.  358,  30  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  523;  Seott  v. 

14.  Miller  v.  Sherry,  2  WaU.  237,  MeMiUen,  1  Litt.  (Ky.)  302,  13  Am. 
17  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  827.  Dee.  239;  Green  v.  Riek,  121  Pa.  St. 

Note;  14  Am.  Dec  777.  130,  15  AtL  497,  6  A.  S.  R.  760,  2 

15.  Norris  v.  He,  152  HI.  190,  38  L.R.A.  48. 

N.  £.  762,  43  A.  S.  R.  233;  Parks  v.  20.  Alliance  Trust  Co.  v.  Nettleton 

Jackaon,  11  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  442,  25  Hardwood  Co.,  74  Miss.  584,  21  So. 

Am.  Dec.  656.  396,  60  A.  8.  R.  631,  36  L.B.A.  155; 

Note:  56  A.  8.  R.  866.  GofE  v.  McLain,  48  W.  Va.  445,  37 

le.  Note:  56  A.  S.  R.  866.  8.  E.  566,  86  A.  S.  R.  64;  MeCord  v. 

17.  Watson  v.  WUeoz,  30  Wia.  643,  Akeiey,  132  Wis.  195,  lU  N.  W.  UOO, 


20  Am.  Rep.  63. 

18.  See  supra,  par.  3. 

19.  County  of  Warren     Ifucy,  97 


122  A.  S.  R.  956. 
1.  Note:56A.S.B.  862. 
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this  country,  however,  while  there  are  decisions  implying  that  lis 
pendens  does  not  apply  to  personal  property,*  the  decided  weight  of 
authority  is  in  favor  of  extending  the  doctrine  to  such  property 
Thus  it  has  been  held  applicable  to  the  pendente  lite  transfers  of 
slaves,^  of  logs,*  and  of  steamboats.*  So  far  as  concerns  the  extension 
of  the  rule  to  personalty,  it  may  be  urged  that  every  consideration  of 
necessity  and  of  public  policy  which  demands  and  justifies  the  law 
of  lis  pendens,  as  applied  to  real  estate,  also  demands  and  justifies 
the  application  of  the  same  law  to  personal  property.  In  fact,  the 
ease  with  which  personalty  could  be  transferred  to  parties  having 
no  notice  of  the  litigation  is  much  greater  than  in  the  case  of  real 
estate.  The  probability  of  the  defendant's  entirely  defeating  the 
object  ,of  the  suit  by  a  transfer  of  the  property  pendente  lite  is  rather 
greater  in  the  case  of  personal  than  of  real  estate;  and  the  necessity 
of  some  law  prohibiting  such  transfer,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  prevail- 
ing party,  is,  therefore,  greater  in  the  formw  case  than  in  the  latter.' 
The  arguments  urged  in  support  of  a  contrary  view  axe  drawn  from 
the  necessity  of  adopting  no  measures  that  would  impair  the  freedom 
of  commercial  transactions,  and  of  protecting  bon&  fide  purchasers 
of  that  of  which  possession  is  the  chief  indicium  of  ownership." 

19.  Choses  in  Action  and  Commercial  Paper. — ^The  rule  of  lis  pen- 
dens applies  to  transfers,  pendente  lite,  of  choses  in  action,  as  well  as 
to  personal  property  generally.^  Thus  it  has  been  held  to  govern 
in  case  of  a  stock  transfer,^"  a  sale  of  securities,^^  bonds  given  in  aid 

2.  County  of  Warren  v.  Marcy,  97  35  Am.  Dec.  143;  Hackley  v.  Swigert, 
U.  S.  96,  24  U.  S.  {L.  ed.)  977;  Enfield  5  B.  Hon.  (Ky.)  86,  41  Am.  Dec.  256. 
V.  Jordan,  119  U.  S.  680,  7  S.  Ct.  358,  5.  Bergman  v.  Inman,  43  Ore,  456, 
30  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  523;  Union  Trust  72  Pae.  1086,  73  Pac.  341,  99  A.  S.  B. 
Co.  V.  Southern  Inland  Nav.,  etc.,  Co.,  771. 

130  U.  S.  565,  9  S.  Ct.  606,  32  U.  S.  6.  Watson  v.  Wilson,  2  Dana  (Ky.) 

(L.  ed.)   1043;  Presidio  County  v.  406,  26  Am.  Dec.  459;  Carr  v.  Lewis 

Noel-Young  Bond,  etc.,  Co.,  212  U.  S.  Coal  Co.,  96  Mo.  149,  8  S.  W.  907,  9 

58,  29  S.  Ct  237,  53  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  A.  S.  R.  328. 

402;  WinstMi  v.  Westfeldt,  22  Ala.  7.  Carr  v.  Lewis  Coal  Co.,  96  Mo. 

760,  58  Am.  Dec.  278;  Diamond  v.  149,  8  S.  W.  907,  9  A.  S.  R.  328. 

Lawrence  County,  37  Pa.  St  353,  78  Notes:  14  Am.  Dee.  779  ;  66  A.  S. 

Am.  Dec  429.  R.  863,  864. 

Notes:  14  Am.  Dee.  779  ;  56  A.  B.  8.  Notes:  14  Am.  Dee.  779  ;  66  A. 

R.  863.  S.  R.  863,  864. 

3.  Houston  V.  Timmerman,  17  Ore.  9.  Diamond  v.  Lawrence  County,  37 
499,  21  Pac.  1037,  11  A.  S.  R.  848,  Pa.  St  353,  78  Am.  Dec.  429;  Green 
4  L.R.A.  716;  Bergman  v.  Inman,  43  v.  Rick,  121  Pa.  St  130,  15  Atl.  497, 
Ore.  456,  72  Pac.  1086,  73  Pac.  341,  6  A.  8.  R.  760,  2  L.R.A.  48. 

!i!t  A.  S.  R.  771.  Note:  11  A.  8.  R.  856. 

Note :  56  A.  S.  R.  863.  10.  Mechanics  Bank  v.  Seton,  1  Pet 

4.  Meux  V.  Anthony,  11  Ark.  411,  299,  7  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  152. 

52  Am.  Dec.  274;  Cromwell  v.  Gay,  11.  Steger  v.  Traveling  Men's  Bldg., 

1  Dana  (Ky.)  578,  25  Am.  Dec.  165;  etc.,  Ass'n,  208  III.  236,  70  N.  E.  236, 

Fletcher  v.  Ferrel,  9  Dana  (Ky.)  372,  100  A.  8.  R.  225. 
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of  a  railroad  which,  in  the  particular  case,  the  court  held  not  to  be 
negotiable  paper,'*  and  to  negotiable  promissory  notes,  transferred 
after  maturity.^'  But  as  to  negotiable  paper  before  maturity  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  law  of  lis  pendens  ought  not  to,  and  does 
not,  apply.^*  Municipal  bonds  have  been  repeatedly  declared  to 
come  within  this  exception,**  and  it  has  been  held  that  one  who  pur- 
chases negotiable  county  bonds  in  good  faith  and  for  value  after  a 
suit  on  the  interest  coupons  attached  to  such  bonds  has  been  brought, 
not  being  himself  a  party  or  having  notice  of  that  suit,  will  not  be 
concluded  by  the  judgment  invalidating  the  coupons,  although  the 
issue  in  that  suit  as  to  the  validity  of  the  coupons  may  have  incident- 
ally involved  an  inquiry  as  to  the  validity  of  the  bonds  to  which  they 
were  attached.''  Where  commercial  paper  is  the  subject  of  litigation, 
the  courts  ought  to  require  it  to  be  placed  in  their  possession,  or  that 
such  other  measures  be  adopted  in  reference  to  it  as  may  seem  essential 
to  prevent  the  defendant  from  committing  any  fraud  upon  the  law  by 
making  the  judgment  inefifectual  through  the  aid  of  transfers  pendente 
lite.*'  The  exertion  in  favor  of  this  class  of  property  has  strong 
reasons  in  its  favor.  Negotiable  paper,  representing,  as  it  doee  in 
almost  all  civilized  nations,  a  very  large  {noportion  of  the  commercial 
operations,  and  serving  to  a  great  extent  as  tiie  representative  of 
money,  is  justly  a  favorite  of  the  law,  and  enjoys  immuinitiee  and 
privileges  which  are  extended  to  no  other  species  of  contracts.  The 
tendoK^  of  the  courts  has  been  to  uphold  this  description  of  paper, 
in  the  hands  of  a  bona  fide  holder,  against  every  species  of  defense 
which  might  exist  as  between  the  original  parties.  The  credit  and 
confidence  due  to  it  must  be  impaired  if  the  buyer  was  required  to 

18.  Diamond  v.  Lawrence  County,  T.  Chapman,  2  Rand.  (Va.)  93,  14 

37  Pa.  St.  353,  78  Am.  Deo.  429.         Am.  Dee.  766  and  note;  Kellogg  v. 

13.  Kellogg  V.  Fancher,  23  Wis.  21,  Faneher,  23  Wis.  21,  99  Am.  Dec.  96. 
99  Am.  Dec.  96.  Notes:  11  A.  S.  B.  856  ;  56  A.  S. 

14.  Warren  County  v.  Marcy,  97  B.  863. 

U,  S.  96,  24  U.  S.  (L.  od.)  977;  16.  Warren  County  v.  Marcy,  97 
Orleans  v.  Piatt,  99  U.  S.  676,  25  U.  U.  S.  96,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  977; 
S.  (L.  ed.)  404;  Cass  County  v.  Gil-  Orleans  v.  Piatt,  99  TT.  S,  676,  25  U. 
lett,  100  U.  S.  585,  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  S.  (L.  ed.)  404;  Cass  County  v.  Gil- 
585;  CarroU  County  v.  Smith,  111  U.  lett,  100  U.  S.  585,  26  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
S.  556,  4  S.  Ct  539,  28  U.  S.  (U  ed.)  585;  CarroU  County  v.  Smith,  111 
517;  Enfield  v.  Jordan,  119  V.  S.  680,  U.  S.  556,  4  S.  CL  539,  28  U.  S.  (L. 
7  S.  Ct.  358,  30  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  523;  ed.)  517;  Enfield  v.  Jordan,  119  XS.  S. 
Winston  v.  Westfeldt,  22  Ala.  760,  58  680,  S.  Ct  358,  30  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
Am.  Dec.  278  and  note;  Mims  v.  West,  523. 

38  Oa.  18,  95  Am.  Dee.  379  and  note;      Note:  51  A.  S.  R.  824. 

Howe  V.  Hartness,  11  Ohio  St.  449,     16.  Presidio  County  v.  Nod-Toung 
78  Am.  Dee.  312;  Day  v.  Zimmerman,  Bond,  etc,  Co.,  212  U.  S.  58,  29  S.  Ct 
68  Pa.  St.  72,  8  Am.  Rep.  157;  Green  237,  63  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  402. 
V.  Rick,  121  Pa.  St.  130,  15  Atl.  497,     17.  Note:  56  A.  S.  B.  863. 
6  A.  S.  R  760,  2  L.R.A.  48;  Newman 
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examine  the  courts  of  every  county  in  the  state  before  he  could  be 
sure  of  his  purchase;  and  such  would  necessarily  be  the  case  if  the 
doctrine  of  lis  pendens  applied  to  it  The  strongest  considerations 
of  public  policy  seem  to  forbid  the  extension  of  the  rule  to  money  or 
bank  bills;  and  commercial  paper,  as  the  representative  of  money, 
should  stand  on  the  same  footing  in  this  respect.^^ 

20.  Effect  of  Lis  Pendens  on  Marketable  Title. — ^Neither  a  pend- 
ing action  brought  to  establish  title  to  or  a  lien  upon  land  nor  a  duly 
recorded  notice  of  its  pendency,  of  itself,  makes  the  title  d^ective, 
or  creates  a  lien  upon  the  land.**  As  regards  the  question  of  market- 
able title,  lis  pendens  is  merely  notice  of  some  claim  made  in  respect 
of  property  which  is  the  subject  of  a  suit,  and  requires  all  persons 
thereafter  dealing  with  the  property  to  look  to  the  proceeding  to  see 
whether  it  does  in  fact  affect  the  property.**  If,  however,  an  action 
has  been  commenced  and  a  notice  thereof  filed  apparently  affecting 
the  title  of  real  property,  and  the  complaint  states  a  good  cause  of 
action,  the  title  is  not  marketable,  and  the  purchaser  will  not  be 
compelled  to  accept  it.*  It  constitutes  a  prima  facie  case  of  an  un- 
marketable title,  if  it  appears  that  a  notice  of  lis  pendens  has  been 
filed,  that  the  action  described  in  it  has  been  commenced  and  is  pend- 
ing at  the  time  of  the  completion  of  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  real 
estate,  and  that  the  complfdnt  in  t^at  aiCtion  attacks  the  validity  oi 
the  foundation  of  the  vendor's  title.* 


V.  Peoceedinob  to  Which  Doctrikb  Applicable 

21.  In  General. — In  the  absence  of  any  statutory  limitation,  the 
rule  of  lis  pendens  is  applicable  to  judicial  proceedings  of  every  kind. 
This  must  be  so,  for  if  there  were  any  such  proceedings  to  which  it 
was  inapplicable,  the  parties  thereto  would  surely  destroy  their  effect 
by  transfers  made  during  the  progress  of  the  litigation.'  The  rule 
was  once  stated  by  an  American  court  to  be  a  pur^y  equitable  doc^ne 
adopted,  recognized  and  enforced  in  courts  of  equity  alone,  and  one 
which  could  not  be  rendered  avsulable  in  proceedings  in  courts  of 
law,*  but  this  limitation  was  not  followed  even  in  the  jurisdiction 
where  it  was  pronounced,  and  there  is  abundant  authority  to  the.  effect 
that  the  doctrine  of  lis  pendens  is  applicable  both  to  proceedings  at 

18.  Warren  County  v.  Marcy,  97  U.      Note:  38  L.R.A.(N.S,)  29. 

S.  96,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  977;  Winston  1.  Simon  v.  Vanderveer,  155  N.  Y. 

V.  Westfeldt,  22  Ala.  760,  58  Am.  Dec  377,  49  N.  E.  1043,  63  A.  S.  R.  683 

278.                                     '  and  note. 

Note:  14  Am.  Dee.  778.  2.  Moulton  v.  Kolodzik,  97  Minn. 

19.  Hayes  v.  Nourse,  114  N.  Y.  595,  423,  107  N.  W.  154,  7  Ann.  Cas.  1090. 
22  N.  E.  40,  11  A.  S.  R.  700.  Note;  38  L.R.A.(N.S.)  29. 

Note:  38  L.R.A.(N.S.)  30.  3.  Note:  56  A.  S.  R.  855. 

20.  Simon  v.  Vanderveer,  165  N.  Y.  4.  Notes:  14  Am.  Dec.  776  ;  56  A. 
377,  49  N.  E.  1043,  63  A.  S.  R.  683.  S.  R.  855  ;  2  L.R.A.  49. 
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law  and  in  equity.*  If  the  relief  sought  in  a  suit  is  for  the  recovery 
of  the  possesBion,  or  the  enforcement  of  a  lien,  or  an  adjudication 
between  conflicting  claims  of  title,  or  any  other  judicial  action  affect- 
ing the  title,  possession  or  right  to  possession  of  q>ec!ific  property, 
tiien  the  property  is  so  directly  affect^  by  the  decree  sought  uiat  it 
becomes  subject  to  the  law  of  lis  pendens.*  The  application  of  the 
doctrine  of  lis  pendens  to  proceedings  for  alimony  or  divor<»  is  dis- 
cussed elsewhere  in  this  work.' 

22.  Instances  of  Application. — will  devising  real  property  oper- 
ates as  a  conveyance  of  such  property,  and  it  follows  that  a  suit  con- 
testing the  validity  of  such  will  directly  assails  the  validity  of  such 
conveyance,  and  necessarily  involves  the  title,  and  tJherefore  comes 
within  the  rule  of  lis  pendens.'  A  suit  for  specific  performance  of  a 
contract  in  relatioii  to  real  property  is  also  within  the  rule  of  lis 
pendens;  and  this  is  trae  of  a  contract  for  a  leasehold  interest  as  well 
as  a  contract  for  the  fee.*  Likewise,  where  a  tenant  takes  a  lease 
pending  a  suit  in  ejectment  against  his  lessor,  and  the  plaintiff  therein 
recovers,  the  rule  applies,  and  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  the  tenant's 
crop.".  Actions  to  readi  property  which  has  been  fraudulently 
conveyed,*'  and  suits  to  subject  specific  property  to  the  payment  of 
debts,  come  within  the  doctrine  of  lis  pendens,^'  and  similarly  the 
institution  of  equity  proceedings  to  subject  the  separate  equitable 
estate  of  a  married  woman  puts  tiie  rule  in  operation.'*  Where  prop- 
erty is  taken  directly  within  the  control  of  the  court  as  by  a  receiver- 
ship or  sequestration,'*  or  where  it  is  attached,  persons  acquiring 


5.  Walden  v.  Bodley,  9  How.  34, 13  10.  Rowell  t.  Elem,  44  Ind.  290, 15 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  36:  Seeombe  v.  Steele,  Am.  Rep.  236. 

20  How.  94,  15  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  833;  11.  Dargan  v.  Waring,  11  Ala.  988, 

Cheever  v.  Minton,  12  Colo.  557,  21  46  Am.  Bee.  234;  Scott  v.  MeMilles, 

Pae.  710,  13  A.  S.  R.  258;  Rothschild  1  Litt  (Ey.)  302,  311,  13  Am.  Dec. 

V.  Eohn,  93  Ky.  107,  19  S.  W.  180,  40  239;  Carr  t.  Lewis  Coal  Co.,  96  Ma 

A.  8.  R.  184;  Jones  v.  McNarrin,  68  149,  8  S.  W.  907,  9  A.  S.  B.  328. 

Me.  334,  28  Am.  Rep.  66;  Green  v.  13.  Meuz  v.  Anthony,  11  Art  411, 

Rick,  121  Pft.  St  130,  15  Atl.  497,  6  52  Am.  Rep.  274;  King  v.  Goodwin, 

A.  S.  B.  760,  2  L.R.A.  48  and  note.  130  BI.  102,  22  N.  B.  SS,  17  A.  S.  R. 

Notes:  14  Am.  Dee.  776,  776  ;  56  277;  Beck  v.  Bnrdett,  1  Paige  (N.  T.) 

A.  S.  R.  855.  305,  19  Auk  Dee.  436;  Bdmeston  t. 

6.  WingReld  v.  Keall,  60  W.  Ta.  Lyde,  1  Paige  (N.  T.)  637,  19  Am. 
106,  54  S.  £.  47, 116  A.  S.  R.  882,  9  Dee.  454;  Alexander  v.  Monroe,  54 
Ann.  Cas.  982,  10  LJt.A.(N.S.)  443.  On.  500,  101  Pae.  003, 103  Pae.  514, 

7.  See  AiiiKONT,  vol.  1,  pp.  889,  135  A.  8.  R.  840. 

890;  DivOKcn  uni  Sepabatioit,  vol.  9,  Note:  48  A.  8.  R.  258. 

pp.  248,  240.  13.  Hines  v.  Duncan,  79  Ala.  112, 

8.  Mdlwrath  v.  Hollander,  73  Mo.  58  Am.  Rep.  680. 

105,  39  Am.  Rep.  484.  14.  Wiswall  v.  Sampson,  14  How. 

9.  Maiahall  v.  Whattay,  136  Oa.  52, 14  V.  B.  (L.  ed.)  322;  Texas  Tnmk 
«05,  72  S.  E.  244,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  R.  Go.  v.  Lewis,  81  Tex.  1,  1«  8.  W. 
552  and  note.  647,  26  A.  S.  B.  776. 

B.C.L.Vol.XVn.— 65.  1025 


Digitized  by  Google 


LIS  PENDENS 


17  E.  C.  L. 


interasts  therein  do  bo  at  their  peril,  Persom  acquiring  an  interest 
in  property  during  the  pendency  of  a  partition  suit  take  subject  lo 

the  decree  therein,  and  this  applies  to  a  creditor  securing  a  judgment 
lien  pendente  lite.^'  The  doctrine  of  lis  pendens  finds  frequent  ^pli- 
cation in  actions  affecting  liens  on  property  acquired  through  mort- 
gage or  otherwise,  and  many  cases  have  appUed  it  in  actions  to  fore- 
close a  mortgage.*'  The  same  rule  holds  true  in  case  of  a  lien  given 
by  statute,  as  in  case  of  a  lien  upon  logs  granted  under  certain  circum- 
stances.*' 0(Hiversely,  the  pendency  of  a  suit  to  declare  the  invalidity 
of  the  title  of  the  mortgagor  is  notice  to  purcbEfseis  at  a  sale  on  fore- 
closure of  the  mortage  of  the  rights  of  the  plaintiff  in  such  suit.** 
But  the  purchaser  of  land  subject  to  the  lien  of  a  mortgage  is  not 
affected  by  lis  pendens,  where  the  title  to  the  mortgage  only  was 
involved  in  the  suit,  and  not  the  land  itself.'*" 

23.  Instances  in  Which  Doctrine  Inapplicable. — ^Under  a  statute 
authorizing  a  notice  oi  lis  pendens  to  be  filed  in  an  action  brought 
to  recover  a  judgment  affecting  the  title  to  or  the  possession,  use,  or 
enjoyment  of  real  property,  an  action  for  damages  for  trespass  on 
real  projper^  has  been  hdd  not  to  be  included.  The  object  of  8U<di 
action  is  the  recovery  of  damages,  and  the  title  of  the  premises  upon 
which  the  trespass  was  committed  may  or  may  not  be  affected  or 
involved  in  the  litigation.  The  action  is  not  brought  to  procure  a 
judgment  affecting  the  title  or  possession  of  the  land,  although  the 
judgment  may,  in  certain  cases,  be  evidence  of  titl&  Nor  is  such 
an  action  within  the  common  law  rule  of  lis  pendens.  The  pxirchase 
of  the  land  from  a  defendant  against  whom  an  action  for  trespass  is 
pending  does  not  affect  the  plaintiff's  claim  or  right  of  action.  He 
can  recover  his  damages  as  if  no  sale  of  the  land  had  been  made,  and 
his  remedy  can  be  pursued  unimpaired  by  tlie  transfer  of  the  land. 
The  transfer  is  productive  of  none  of  tiie  consequences  which  die 

1&  TbompBon  t.  Baker,  141  U.  8  47  Ore.  150,  80  Pae.  217,  114  A.  S. 

648,  12  S.  Ct  89,  35  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  R.  912;  Bank  v.  Doherty,  42  Wash. 

889.  317,  84  Pae.  872,  114  A.  8.  R.  123,  4 

16.  Cradlebaogh  t.  Pritchett,  8  Ohio  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1191:  Tonng  v.  Davis, 
St  646,  72  Am.  Dec.  610.  50  Wash.  504,  97  Pac  506,  126  A.  S. 

17.  Eyster  v.  Goff,  91  U.  S.  521,  23  R.  910;  Gaynor  v.  Blewett,  82  Wis. 
U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  403;  Broom  v.  Arm-  313,  52  N.  W.  313,  33  A.  S.  R.  47. 
strong,  137  U.  S.  266, 11  S.  Ct.  73,  34  18.  Bergman  v.  Inman,  43  Ore.  456, 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  648;  Summerville  v.  72  Pac.  1086,  73  Pac  341,  99  A.  S.  R. 
Marflh,  142  Cal.  654,  76  Pac.  388,  100  771. 

A.  S.  R.  145;  Norris  v.  He,  152  111.  19.  Randall  v.  Dn(f,  79  Cal.  115, 119 

190,  38  N.  E.  762,  43  A.  S.  R.  233;  Pac.  532,  21  Pac.  610,  3  L.B.A.  754. 

Thoma  v.  Southard,  2  Dana  (Ky.)  20.  Green  v.  Rick,  121  Pa.  St  ISO, 

475,  26  Am.  Dec.  467;  Jonea  v.  Wil-  15  AtL  407,  6  A.  8.  R.  760,  2  UR.A. 

liams,  155  N.  G.  179,  71  S.  £.  222,  36  48. 
UR.A.(N.S.)  426;  Kaaton  v.  Storey, 
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doctrine  of  lis  pendeus  was  intended  to  prevent.'  Nor  does  the 
pendency  of  an  action  for  slander  render  the  sale  of  the  defendant's 
land  subject  to  the  rule,  though  he  has  no  other  pn^>erfy  out  of 
which  to  satisfy  the  judgment*  Generally  in  cases  where  the  suit 
against  the  debtor  is  brought  exclusively  to  establish  a  pecuniary 
demand,  the  debtor's  property  is  not  in  litigation,  and  his  control 
over  it  is  the  same  as  before  ^e  commencement  of  the  suit,  and  the 
doctrine  of  lis  pendens  is  not  applicable.*  So  where  during  the  prog- 
ress of  an  action  it  becomes  purely  one  in  personam  for  damage^<  a 
notice  of  lis  pendens  becomes  functus  officio.*  Where  an  action  is 
instituted  for  the  forfeiture  of  the  charter  of  a  corporation,  it  has 
been  held  that  this  is  not  such  a  proceeding  as  will  bring  purchasers 
of  the  corporate  property  pending  the  action  within  the  rule  of  lis 
pendens.* 

VI.  Persons  Affected  bt  Doctrine  ;  Remedies  aoainst  Pendente 

Lite  Purcbasebs 

24.  Who  Are  Pendente  Lite  Purchasers  Generally.— It  has  been 
broadly  stated  by  some  authorities  that  those  persons  only  are  charged 
with  notice  or  affected  by  lis  pendens  who  purchase  from  parties  to 
the  suit.'  Taken  literally,  this  would  mean  that  if  one  of  such  pur- 
chasers should  in  turn  make  another  conveyance,  his  vendee  would 
not  be  bound  by  the  rule,  for  the  reason  that  he  did  not  obtain  his  title 
pendente  lite  from  a  party  to  the  suit.'  To  adopt  this  view  would, 
howevw,  substantially  overthrow  the  whole  doctrine  of  lis  pendeus, 
which  is  founded  upon  the  theory  that  the  parties  to  the  suit  will 
not  be  permitted  to  withdj-aw  the  subject  matter  thereof  therefrom, 
and  thereby  to  prevent  any  efficient  exercise  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  court  through  transfers  made  pendente  lite.  If  Uiis  prohibited' 
-esult  could  be  accomplished  by  two  transfers  instead  of  one,  there 
would  be  no  doubt  that  the  operation  of  the  law  could  be  effectually 
thwarted  in  many  instances,  and  for  this  reason  it  has  been  expressly 
declared  by  some  courts  that  the  lis  pendens  rule  applies  not  only  to 
a  purchaser  from  a  party  to  the  litigation  but  to  those  who  bold 

1.  Hailey  v.  Ano,  136  N,  Y.  569,  32  S.  W.  485,  Ann.  Caa.  1914A  998. 

N.  E.  1068,  32  A.  S.  R.  764.  5.  Havemeyer  v.  Snperior  Court,  84 

Notes:  56  A.  S.  R.  865;  5  Ann.  Caa.  Cal.  327,  24  Pac.  121,  18  A  S.  R.  192, 

333.  10  L.R.A.  627. 

2.  Ray  v.  Roe,  2  Blackf.  (Ind.)  258,  Note:  56  A.  S.  R.  864. 

18  Am,  Dec  159.  6.  Noyes  v.  Crawford,  118  la.  15, 

Note:  5  Ann.  Cas.  333.  91  N.  W.  799,  96  A.  8.  B.  363;  Green 

3.  Scott  V.  MoMiUen,  1  Litt  (Ky.)  v.  Rick,  121  Pa.  St.  130,  15  Atl.  497, 
302,  311,  13  Am,  Dec.  239.  6  A.  S.  R.  760,  2  L.R.A.  48. 

Note :  5  Ann.  Gas.  333.  7.  Diamond  v.  Lawrence  County,  37 

And  see  supra,  par.  14.  Pa.  St.  353,  78  Am.  Dec.  429. 

4.  Tate  v.  Sanders,  245  Mo.  186, 149     Note:  56  A.  S.  R.  872. 

1027 


Digitized  by 


Goo 


5  26  US  PENDENS  17  B.  a  L 

under  him.*  So  lis  pendens  .applies  not  mwely  to  pusdiasers  from 
the  defendant, 'but  also  to  purchasers  from  the  plaintiff  *  But  since 
the  scope  of  the  rule  is  determined  by  its  end  and  purpose,  it  has  no 
application  to  independent  titles,  not  derived  from  any  of  the  parties 
to  the  suit  nor  in  succession  to  them.*"  The  method  by  which  the 
pendente  lite  purcha^r  acquires  his  interest  seems  not  to  be  material. 
He  may  acquire  it  by  voluntary  purchase  or  inheritance,*'  or  by 
operation  of  law,  though  in  some  instances  a  distinctiou  has  been 
taken  in  the  latter  dass  of  cases.*'  Incumbrancers  and  purchasers 
are  equally  within  the  rule,**  but  the  purchaser  of  mortgaged  premises 
will  not,  under  the  doctrine  of  lis  pendens,  be  affected  with  notice  of 
a  pending  suit  involving  simply  title  to  the  mortgage  and  not  the 
land." 

25.  Persons  Acquiring  Interests  before  Litigation. — Until  there  be 
a  suit  pending  th^  can  be  no  such  thing  as  a  purchaser  pendente 
lite,  and  a  person  whose  interests  are  acquired  before  the  action  is 
brought  against  bis  vendor  will  not  be  bound  by  its  result**  The 
same  is  true  where  the  statute  requires  filing  of  notice  to  begin  the  lis 
pendens,  and  rights  acquired  before  filing  are  not  affected.**  Persons 

8.  Bridger  t.  Bzehange  Bank,  126  15  Atl.  497,  6  A.  S.  E.  760,  2  LKA. 

Ga.  821,  56  S.  E.  97, 115  A.  S.  R.  U8,  48. 

8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  463.  15.  MUler  v.  Sherry,  2  WaU.  237, 

Notes:  14  Am.  Dec.  777  ;  56  A.  S.  17  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  827;  Poulke  v.  Zim- 

B.  872.  merman,  14  Wall.  113,  20  U.  S.  (L. 

9.  Bridger  t.  Exchange  Bank,  126  ed.)  785 ;  Satterfield  v.  Malone,  35  Fed. 
Ga.  821,  56  8.  E.  97,  115  A.  S.  R.  445,  1  L.R.A.  35 ;  Andrews  v.  National 
118,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  463  and  note;  Foundry,  etc.,  Wocks,  76  Fed.  166,  46 
Trumbull   v.   JeflEerson   County,   60  U.  S.  App.  281,  22  C.  C.  A.  110,  36 

.Wash.  479,  111  Pac.  569,  140  A.  S.  L.RA.  139 ;  77  Fed.  774,  46  0.  S.  App. 

R.  943.  619,  23  C.  C.  A.  454,  36  L.R.A.  153; 

Note:  56  A.  S.  R.  868.  Neff  v.  Elder,  84  Ark.  277,  105  S.  W. 

10.  Harrod  v.  Burke,  76  Kan.  909,  260,  120  A.  S.  R.  67 ;  Noyes  v.  Craw- 
92  Pac.  1128,  123  A.  S.  R.  179;  Mer-  ford,  118  la.  15,  91  N.  W.  799,  96  A. 
rill  V.  Wright,  65  Neb.  794,  91  N.  W.  S.  R.  363;  Baker  v.  Bartlett,  18  Mont. 
697,  101  A.  S.  R.  645;  In  re  Smith,  446,  46  Pac.  1084,  56  A.  S.  R.  594 
4  Nev.  264,  97  Am.  Dec.  531:  Green  note;  Bannard  v.  Duncan,  79  Neb. 
y.  Rick,  121  Pa.  St.  130,  15  AU.  407,  J??'  }P  N-  W.  353,  126  A.  S  R 

6  A.  S.  R.  760,  2  L.R.A.  48.  661;  Moms  v.  Mowatt,  2  Paip  (N.  Y.) 

Note-  2  LrA  50  22  Am.  Dec.  661;  Sparks  v.  Tay- 

n  PhLpfrTompson,  73  Wash,  '"'f/- ^«     W  485, 6  KR.A 

7a  in  4fil    Am.   Cm  ini4Ti  f^-S  )         Newman  v.  Chapman,  2 

78,  131  i-ac.  461,  Ann.  Ltt.  1S14V  ^y^j  ^   jj^^  ^gg. 

Vo  1?   ,  oi  TT  a  KOI  oa  Wingfield  v.  NeaU,  60  W.  Va.  106,  54 

12.  Bystw  y.  Goff,  91  U.  8.  621,  23  g  £^47^  ^  g  '  r  9  Ann.  Cas. 
0.  S.  (L- od.)  403.  982,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  443. 

Note:  56  A.  S,  E.  87L    Notes:  »1  A.  S.  B.  217j  6«  A.  S. 

13.  Long  T.  Richards,  170  Mass.  120,  r  $70 

48  N.  E.  1083,  64  A.  S.  R.  281.  16.  Moulton  v.  Kolodrik,  97  Minn. 

Note:  56  A.  S.  R.  858.  423, 107  N.  W.  164,  7  Ann.  Cas.  1090. 

.   14.  Green  v.  Rick,  121  Pa.  St.  130,  And  see  infra,  par.  30* 
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whose  interests  were  acquired  before  the  action  was  begun  must  be 
made  parties  to  it,  if  they  are  to  be  affected  by  its  resvdt,''  and  on 
interest  acquired  before  the  suit  by  a  third  person  may  be  transferred 
after  it  has  begun,  free^from  the  result  of  the  litigation  if  the  trans- 
ferror is  not  a  party  thereto.^'  And  it  is  not  always  necessary  to  the 
operation  of  this  rule  that  the  interest  existing  at  the  commencement 
of  the  suit  be  clothed  with  the  legal  title,  but  it  has  been  frequently 
held  that  the  pendency  of  a  suit  invol\'ing  the  legal  title  to  property 
will  not  affect  the  holder  of  an  antecedently  acquired  equity  so  as  to 
prevent  his  clothing  himself  with  the  legal  title.'*  So  it  has  been 
decided  that  a  purchaser  of  property  at  an  execution  sale  who  did  not 
get  his  deed  until  after  a  bill  to  foreclose  a  mortgage  was  filed,  but 
where  the  sale  had  taken  place  before  tlie  institution  of  such  suit, 
was  not  bound  by  the  foreclosure  proceedings  and  could  subsequently 
attack  the  validity  of  the  mortgage.**  Jn  accordance  with  this  prin- 
ciple, it  seems  to  be  the  rule  that  a  person  who  enters  into  an  executory 
contract  for  the  purchase  of  land,  prior  to  the  institution  of  a  suit 
involving  the  title  thereto,  acquires  a  beneficial  interest  in  the  property, 
and  may,  even  after  such  suit  is  commenced,  pay  the  purchase  money 
and  receive  a  conveyance  unaffected  by  the  rule  of  lis  pendens,  as  the 
vendor,  after  the  execution  of  the  contract  of  sale,  amply  holds  the 
legal  title  as  trustee  for  tJie  vendee.'  And  in  such  case,  if  the  vendor 
has  not  a  clear  title  and  a  decree  is  rendered  against  him,  but  remains 
unexecuted,  and  subsequently  a  good  title  vests  in  the  vendor,  it  inureji 
to  the  benefit  of  the  contract  purchaser.*  In  some  cases,  however,  the 
rule  is  laid  down  that  in  order  to  entitle  a  person  to  the  claim  of 
innocent  purchaser  it  must  appear  that  he  has  not  only  made  the 
purchase,  but  that  he  has  paid  the  whole  of  the  purchase  money,  and 
if  suit  is  instituted  involving  the  title  before  complete  payment  is 
made,  the  doctrine  of  lis  pendens  applies  and  he  is  bound.* 

17.  TerreU  t.  iJlison,  21  WaU.  289,  Trimble  v.  Boothby,  14  Ohio  109,  45 
22  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  634;  Noyea  v.  Craw-  Am.  Dec.  526. 

ford,  118  la.  15,  91  N.  W.  799,  96  A.  Notes:  2  UlLA.  49,  616;  4  IiJt.A. 

S.  R.  363;  Hokansoa  v.  Ganderson,  716. 

54  Minn.  499,  56  N.  W.  172,  40  A.  S.  20.  Jackson  v.  Dickenson,  15  Johns. 

R.  354;  Trimble  v.  Boothby,  14  Ohio  (N.  Y.)  309,  8  Am.  Dec.  236. 

109,  45  Am.  Dec.  528.  1.  Parks  v,  Jackson,  11  Wend.  (N. 

18.  TerreU  v.  Allison,  21  WaU.  289,  Y.)  442,  25  Am.  Dec.  656. 

22  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  634;  Pittebargb.  Notes:  66  A.  8.  R.  871;  7  Ann.  Cas. 

etc.,  R.  Co.  T.  Long  Island  Loan,  etc.,  1002. 

Co.,  172  U.  S.  493,  19  S.  Ct.  238,  43  2.  Trimble  v.  Boothby,  14  Ohio  109, 

U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  528;  Neff  v.  Elder,  84  45  Am.  Dec.  526. 

Ark.  277,  105  S.  W.  260,  120  A.  S.  Note:  7  Ann.  Cas.  1093. 

R.  67 ;  Hokanson  v.  Gunderson,  64  And  see  Vendor  and  Purchasks. 

Minn.  499,  66  N.  W.  172,  40  A..S.  B.  3.  Moalton  v.  Kolodzik,  97  Minn. 

354.  423,  107  N.  W.  154,  7  Ann.  Caa.  1090 

19.  Parks  v.  Jackson,  11  Wend.  (N.  and  note. 
T.)  442,  25  Am.  Dec.  656  and  note; 
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26.  Holders  of  Unrecorded  Deeds  or  Incumbrances. — ^In  many  cases 
the  question  has  arisen  as  to  the  rights  of  the  holder  of  an  unrecorded 
deed  or  inf!umbrance  as  affected  by  the  law  of  lis  pendens,  as,  for 
instance,  where  an  action  has  been  instituted  lo  recover  real  property, 
or  quiet  title,  or  determine  conflicting  claims  thereto,  and  after  the 
termination  of  the  suit,  it  is  discovered  that  a  third  person,  who  was 
not  made  a  party,  had  acquired  an  interest  in  the  property  from  the 
defendant  before  the  institution  of  the  suit,  but  had  not  put  his  con- 
veyance on  record.  Generally,  statutes  authorizing  the  recording  of 
instruments  affecting  real  property  do  not  declare  that  the  failure 
to  record  such  instruments  shall  make  them  void  between  the  parties 
thereto,  nor  as  against  any  person  except  a  purchaser  or  incumbran«r 
in  good  faith,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  and  without  notice  of 
the  unrecorded  conveyance.*  And  the  weight  of  authority  is  appar- 
ently to  the  effect  that  the  holder  of  an  unrecorded  conveyance  made 
before  the  commencement  of  an  action  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  pur- 
chaser pendente  lite.*  The  same  rule  holds  good  where  a  notice  is 
required  to  be  filed  to  begin  a  lis  pendens,  and  tiie  protection  of  the 
vendee  in  an  unrecorded  deed,  or  in  an  unrecorded  contract  of  pur- 
those,  extends  accordingly  to  all  rights  of  every  kind  vested  prior  to 
the  filing  of  the  notice  of  lis  pendens  in  connection  with  an  action 
showcL  to  have  been  actually  commenced  and  to  be  pending.*  Other 
cases,  however,  maintain  the  reverse  of  this  proposition,  and  they  are 
undoubtedly  correct,  if  they  arose  in  states  whose  statutes  in  effect 
provided  that  an  instrument  not  duly  recorded  should  have  no  effect 
as  against  persons  having  no  actual  notice  thereof.^  Sometimes  it 
is  expressly  provided  by  statute  that  a  purchaser  or  incumbrancer 
whose  deed  is  not  of  record  shall  be  deemed  a  subsequent  purchaser 
or  incumbrancer,  and  bound  by  the  proceedings  in  the  action,'  and 
it  has  been  expressly  declared  that  a  statute  which  brings  within  the 
rule  of  lis  pendens  persons  taking  titie  intermediate  the  filing  of  a 

4.  Wamock  v.  Harlow,  96  Cal.  298,      Note:  56  A.  S.  R.  871. 

31  Pac.  166,  31  A.  S.  R.  209-  Noyes  6.  Moulton  v.  Kolodzik,  97  Minn. 

V.  Crawford,  118  la.  15,  91  N.  W.  799,  423,  107  N.  W.  154,  7  Ann.  Cm.  1090 

96  A.  8.  R.  363  and  note;  Baker  v.  and  note. 

Bartlett,  18  Mont.  446,  45  Pac.  1084,  7.  Smith  v.  Worster,  59  Kan.  640, 

56  A.  S.  R.  594.  54  Pac.  676,  68  A.  S.  R.  385  and  note; 

Note:  56  A.  S.  R.  871.  Hall  v.  Sauntry,  72  Minn.  420,  75  N. 

And  see  Rec»bds.  W.  720,  71  A.  S.  R.  497. 

5.  Warnock  v.  Harlow,  96  Cal.  298,  Note ;  56  A.  S.  R.  872. 

31  Pac.  166,  31  A.  S.  R.  209  and  note;  8.  Munger  v.  Beard,  79  Neb.  764, 

Noyes  V.  Crawford,  118  la.  15,  91  N.  113  N.  W.  214,  126  A.  S.  R.  688; 

W.  799,  96  A.  S.  R.  363  and  note;  Cutler  v.  James,  64  Wis.  173,  24  N. 

Baker  v.  Bartlett,  18  Mont.  446,  45  W.  874,  54  Am.  Rep.  603;  McCord  v. 

Pac.  1084,  56  A.  S.  R.  594  and  note;  Akeley,  132  Wis.  195,  lU  N.  W.  1100, 

and  see  Munger  v.  Beard,  79  Neb.  764,  122  A.  S.  R.  956. 
113  N.  W.  214,  126  A.  S.  R.  688. 
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petition  aiid  the  service  of  summons,  and  also  pereons  holding  under 
unrecorded  titles,  is  not  unconstitutional.* 

27.  Purchasers  at  Judicial  Sales. — According  to  numerous  deoi»- 
iona,  if  the  transfer  of  property  ia  the  result  of  an  execution  or  judicial 
sale,  tlie  purchaser  thereat  is  within  the  rule  of  lis  pradens  to  the  same 
extent  as  if  the  transfer  had  been  made  by  the  debtor  himself.^*  But 
it  lias  been  held  that  this  rule  does  not  apply  to  the  purchase  by  a 
mortgagee  upon  foreclosure  of  his  own  mortgage  pending  a  suit  to 
foreclose  a  mechanic's  lien  which  was  instituted  after  the  mortgage 
was  given,  as  the  title  rdates  back  to  the  date  of  ib»  mortgage.^^  The 
rule  is  unquestioned  that,  if  a  stranger  to  the  action  purchases  the 
defendant's  property  at  the  execution  sale,  his  title  thereto  will  not 
be  affected  by  a  subsequent  reversal  of  the  judgment,  the  diief  ground 
therefor  being  that  otherwise  he  would  loee  both  his  money  and  the 
land,  and  there  would  be  no  inducement  to  purchase  at  judicial  sales.^ 
If,  however,  the  purchase  is  made  by  the  plaintiff  in  the  action,  under 
the  great  weight  of  authority  his  title  will  be  defeated  by  a  subse- 
quent reversal  of  the  judgment,"  and  it  has  been  held  that  a  grantee 
of  the  plaintiff  purchaser  stands  in  the  same  poeilion  and  is  bound 
by  the  subsequent  reversal.** 

28.  Position  of  Pendente  Lite  Purchaser  in  Pending  Suit. — ^It  fol- 
lows from  the  general  rule  that  purchasers  pendente  lite  take  subject 
to  the  court's  adjudication  of  rights  in  the  property  which  is  the 
subject  matter  of  the  litigation  that  such  purchaser  will  be  bound 
whether  a  party  to  the  litigation  or  not  Partiee,  their  privies,  and 
purchasers  pendente  lite  are  all  grouped  together  as  boxmd  by  the 
court's  decree."  The  purchaser  pendente  lite  is  not  a  necessary  party, 

■9.  Manger  v.  Beard,  79  Neb.  764,  R.  84,  65  L.R.A.  419.   But  see  Dark 

113  N.  \V.  214,  126  A.  S.  R.  688.  v.  Farrow,  10  B.  Mon.  (Ky.)  446,  52 

10.  Bridger  v.  Exchange  Bank,  126  Am.  Dec.  552.  And  see  Exbcotions, 
Ga.  821,  56  S.  E.  97, 115  A.  S.  R.  118,  vol.  10,  p.  1233  et  seq. 

8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  463;  Hackley  v.  Swi-  14.  Di  Nola  v.  Allison,  143  Cal.  106, 
gert,  5  B.  Mon.  (Ky.)  86,  41  Am.  Dec  76  Pac.  976, 101  A.  S.  R.  84,  65  L.R.A. 
256.  ■  419;  Turner  v.  Edmonston,  210  Mo. 

Note:  56  A,  S.  R.  872.  411,  109  S.  W.  33,  124  A.  S.  R.  739. 

11.  Andrews  v.  National  Foimdir,      15.  See  snpra,  par.  2. 

etc.,  Works,  76  Fed.  166,  46  U.  S.  16.  Kerr  v.  Watts,  6  Wheat  550,  5 

App.  28J,  22  C.  C.  A.  110,  36  L.R.A.  U.  S,  (L.  ed.)  328;  Di  Nola  v.  Allison, 

139,  77  Fed.  774,  46  U.  S.  App.  619,  143  Cal.  106,  76  Pac.  976,  101  A.  S. 

23  C.  C.  A.  454,  36  L.R.A.  153.  R.  84,  65  L.R.A.  419;  Norris  v.  He, 

12.  Di  Nola  v.  Allison,  143  Cal.  106,  152  111.  190,  38  N.  E.  762,  43  A.  S.  R. 
76  Pac.  976, 101  A.  S.  R.  84,  65  L.R.A.  233;  Kern  v.  Hazlerigg,  11  Ind.  443, 
419;  Clark  v.  Farrow,  10  B.  Mon.  71  Am.  Dec.  360  and  note;  Henderson 
(Ky.)  446,  52  Am.  Dec.  5o2;  Turner  v.  Pickett,  4  T.  B.  Mon.  (Ky.)  54, 
V.  Edmonston,  210  Mo.  411, 109  S.  W.  16  Am.  Dec.  130;  Schaferman  v. 
33,  124  A.  S.  R.  739.  O'Brien,  28  Md.  565,  92  Am.  Dcl-.  708; 

13.  Reynolds  v.  HarrU,  14  Cal.  667,  Briley  v.  Cherry,  13  N.  C.  2,  18  Am. 
76  Am.  Dec.  459;  Di  Nola  v.  Allison,  Dec.  561;  Kaston  v.  Storey,  47  Ore. 
143  Cal.  106,  76  Pac.  976,  101  A.  S.  150,  80  Pac.  217,  114  A.  S.  B.  912; 
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becaiue  bis  vendor  or  grantor  continaes  as  Hie  representative  of  his 
intereste.^^  One  acquiring  an  interest  pendente  lite  is  sometimes, 
on  his  application,  permitted  to  appear  in  ^e  action  and  defend  or 
prosecute  in  the  place  of  the  person  to  whose  interest  he  has  succeeded. 
The  court  is  not,  however,  hound  to  permit  him  to  do  so,  in  the  absence 
of  a  statute  conferring  upon  him  this  right.  He  cannot  complain 
if  compelled  to  abide  ^  whatever  decree  the  court  may  render,  within 
the  limits  of  its  power,  in  respect  to  the  interest  his  vendw  had  in 
tiie  property  purchased  by  him  poidente  Ute.^*  If  a  person  p^dente 
lite  takes  an  argument  of  the  interest  of  one  of  the  parties  to  the 
suit,  he  may,  if  he  pleases,  make  himself  a  party  by  bill,  but  he  cannot 
by  petition  pray  to  be  admitted  as  a  party  defendant;  all  that  the 
court  will  do  is  to  make  an  order  that  the  assignor  shall  not  take  the 
property  out  of  court  without  notice.^'  So  it  has  been  held  that  a 
pendente  lite  purchaser,  not  being  a  formal  party  to  the  record,  is 
not  entitled  to  appeal.'**  Under  statute,  however,  one  whose  interest 
was  acquired  pendente  lite  has  been  declared  to  have  such  a  relation 
to  the  action  that  he  may  claim  to  be  made  a  party,  and  may  move 
for  vacation  of  any  judgment  affecting  his  rights.^ 

29.  Remedies  against  Pendente  Lite  Purchaser. — A  bill  In  equity 
will  not  He  against  the  purchaser  of  title  vacated  by  decree  against 
the  purdiaser's  vendor,  as  such  purchaser  is  bound  by  the  decree, 
and  the  remedy  against  him  would  be  at  law.*  It  is  wdl  settled,  in 
regard  to  land,  that,  when  a  suit  is  pending  in  regard  to  it,  a  person 
who  purchases  under  the  defendant  pendente  lite  is  subject  to  the 
operation  of  a  writ  of  possesion  if  one  is  finally  issued  on  a  judg- 
ment  in  the  suit'  This  rule  holds  good  whether  the  person  acquiring 

Miller  v.  Kershaw,  Bailey  Eq.  (S.  G.)  R.  843.   And  see  Appkal.  akd  Erbor, 

479,  23  Am.  Dec.  183;  Trumbull  v.  vol.  2,  p.  57. 

Jefferson  County,  60  Wash.  479,  111  1.  Ladd  v.  Stevenson,  112  K.  7.  325, 

Pac.  569,  140  A.  S.  R.  943.  19  N.  E.  842,  8  A.  S.  R.  748. 

17.  Norrifl  v.  lie,'  152  HI.  190,  38  2.  Shotwell  v.  Lawson,  30  Mias.  27, 
N.  E.  762,  43  A.  S.  R.  233;  Trumbull  64  Am.  Dec.  145  and  note.  QeijeraUy 
v.  Jefferson  County,  60  Wash.  470,  111  as  to  the  rule  that  equity  will  not  enter- 
Pac.  569,  140  A.  S.  R.  943;  Stout  v.  tain  jurisdictioA  in  actions  to  quiet 
Philippi  Mfg.,  etc.,  Co.,  41  W.  Va.  title  where  there  is  a  complete  and 
339,  23  S.  E.  571,  56  A.  S.  R.  843.  adequate  remedy  at  law,  see  Clodd 

18.  Roberts  v.  Cardwell,  154  Ky.  on  Titlb,  vol.  6,  p.  637. 

483,  157  S.  W.  711,  Ann.  Caa.  1915C  S.  Lacassagne  v.  Chapuis,  144  U.  S. 

515;  Stout  V.  PhiUppi  Mfg.,  etc.,  Co.,  119,  12  8.  Ct.  659,  36  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

41  W.  Va.  339,  23  S.  E.  571,  56  A.  S.  368;  Howard  v.  Kennedy,  4  Ala.  592, 

R.  843;  Mellen  v.  MoUne  Malleable  39  Am.  Dec.  307  and  note;  Wetherbee 

Iron  Works,  131  U.  S.  352,  9  S.  Ct.  v.  Dunn,  36  Cal.  147,  95  Am.  Dec 

781,  33  U.  S.  (U  ed.)  178.  166;  Oetgen  v.  Ross,  47  111.  142,  95 

19.  Secombe  v,  Steele,  20  How.  94,  Am.  Dec.  468;  Powell  v.  Campbell,  20 
15  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  833.  Nev.  232,  20  Pac.  156,  19  A.  8.  R. 

20.  Stout  V.  Philippi  Mfg.,  etc.,  Co.,  350,  2  L.R.A.  615.  And  see  Ejkot- 
41  W.  Va.  339,  23  S.  E.  571,  56  A.  S.  meht,  vol.  9,  p.  933  et  seq. 
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an  interest  takes  as  vendeei  lessee  or  otherwise.*  Indeed  it  ia  held 
that  all  persons  who  come  into  possession  of  land  after  an  action  is 
brought  concerning  it  are  presumed  to  come  under  the  defendant, 
and  prima  facie^  go  out  under  the  writ  of  possession  if  the  plaintiff 
recovers.*  And  a  writ  of  assistance,  which  can  only  issue  against 
parties  bound  by  the  decree,  is  an  appropriate  process  to  is^ue  from 
a  court  of  equity  to  place  a  purchaser  of  mortgaged  premises  under 
its  decree  in  possession  after  he  haa  received  the  commissioner's  or 
master's  deed,  as  against  parties  who  are  bound  by  the  decree  and 
who  refuse  to  surrender  possession  pursuant  to  its  direction  or  othw 
order  of  the  court*  Strangers  who  have  entered  into  possession  of 
property  after  an  action  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer  has  been 
brought  may  be  dispossessed  by  the  sheriff  under  a  writ  of  restitution.^ 
The  alienee  of  the  property  in  litigation  cannot  establish  himself  by 
means  of  the  statute  of  limitalaons.  To  hold  that  he  could  do  so 
and  thereby  defeat  the  action,  or  its  fruits,  by  execution,  if  he  and 
his  vendor  could,  by  bills  of  injunction^  or  other  unjust  contrivance, 
ke^  the  plaintiff  out  for  the  statutory  period,  would  violate  the 
principle  Uiat  he  who  buys  pendente  lite  must  abide  the  judgment 
or  decree  against  his  alienor,  regardless  of  the  fact  whether  such 
purchaser  was  or  was  not  a  party  to  the  suit.* 


VII.  Inception,  Duration  and  Termination  of  Lis  Pendens 

30.  Beginning  of  Lis  Pendens  Generally. — ^At  common  law  the  writ 
was  pending  from  the  first  moment  of  the  day  on  which  it  was  issued 
and  bore  teste;  and  a  purchaser  on  or  after  that  day  held  the  prop- 
erty subject  to  the  execution  upon  the  judgment  in  that  suit  as  the 
defendant  would  have  held  it  if  no  alienation  had  been  made.*  In 
chancery,  no  lis  pendens  existed  until  the  service  of  the  subpoena  and 
bill  filed;  but  it  existed  from  the  service  of  the  subpoena,  altiiough  the 
bill  was  not  filed  until  long  after;  so  that  a  purchaser  after  the  service 
of  the  subpoena  and  before  the  bill  was  filed  would  after  the  filing  of 
the  bill  be  deemed  a  pendente  lite  purchaser,  and  as  such  be  bound  by 
the  proceedings  in  the  suit,  although  the  subpoena  gave  him  no  infor- 
mation as  to  tiie  subject  of  the  suit.'*  It  was  not  within  the  power  of 

4.  Note:  39  Am.  Dec.  312.  8.  Walden  v.  Bodley,  9  How.  34, 

B.  Witherbee  v.  Dudd,  36  Cal.  147,  13  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  36. 

95  Am.  Deo.  166.  9.  Newman  v.  Chapman,  2  Rand. 

6.  TerreU  v.  AUison,  21  Wall.  289,  (Va.)  93,  14  Am.  Dec.  766;  KeUogg 
22  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  634.  And  see  As-  v.  Fanoher,  23  Wis.  21,  99  Am.  Dec. 
siSTANOe,  Writ  ot,  vol.  2,  p.  732  et  96. 

seq  Notes:  40  A.  S.  B.  189;  66  A.  S. 

7.  Fremont  v.  Crippen,  10  Cal.  211,  R.  860;  2  L.R.A.  49. 

70  Am.  Dec.  711.   And  see  Foboiblb  10.  Farmers'  Loan,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Lake 

ENTRr  AND  Dbtaineb,  Tol.  11,  p.  1181,  St.  El.  K.  Co.,  177  U.  8.  51,  20  8.  Ct. 
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the  parties  or  either  of  &em  to  hring  the  rule  of  lis  pendens  into  opera- 
tion at  an  earlier  day  than  the  ond  held  by  the  court  to  be  that  on  which 
the  action  was  commenced,  as  by  the  acceptance  of  the  service  of  proc- 
ess as  of  some  day  prior  to  that  of  its  actual  service  or  acceptance.*^ 
Under  modem  practice,  in  the  absence  of  any  statutory  provision  to  the 
contrary,*it  is  generally  held  that  the  filing  of  the  bill  or  complaint  and 
the  service  of  the  subpoena  or  summons  are  necessary  steps  to  the  com- 
mencement of  lis  pendens,*'  and  that  pendente  lite  purchasers  in  good 
faith,  and  without  actual  notice  of  the  pendency  of  an  action,  will  not 
be  bound  by  the  final  judgment  therein,  if  there  was  at  the  time  of 
their  purchase  no  complaint  on  file,  and  no  notice  recorded,  from  an 
inspection  of  which  knowledge  could  have  been  acquired  of  the  pend- 
ency of  the  suit  or  of  the  property  to  be  affected  thereby.**  In  some 
states,  however,  by  virtue  of  statute,  an  equitable  lis  pendens  is  acquired 
in  a  suit  to  subject  specific  property  to  the  payment  of  a  ddt>t  by  filing 
a  petition  and  suing  out  summons.'*  In  others,  by  the  terms  of  the 
statute  lis  pendens  commences  when  a  petition  has  been  filed  respects 
ing  real  estate ;  **  in  others  the  statute  requires  summons  to  be  served 
or  publication  to  be  begun  within  a  definite  time  after  the  filing;  ** 
and  in  still  other  jurisdictions  issuance  and  service  of  process  and  due 
prosecution  are  required.*'  The  requirement  of  filing  is  not  met  by 
the  mere  handing  of  the  petition  to  the  proper  officer  for  indorsement, 
and  for  a  temporary  purpose,  and  the  immediate  withdrawal  of  it 

564,  44  U.  S.  (Ia  ed.)  667;  Bridger  contrary  rale  prevaiU  in  Kentucky); 

V.  Escbangj  Bank,  126  Ga.  821,  56  Campbell's  Case,  2  Bland  (Md.)  209, 

S.  E.  97,  115  A.  S.  R.  118,  8  L.R.A.  20  Am.  Dec.  360;  Green  v.  Bick,  121 

(N.S.)  463;  RothsehUd  v.  Kohn,  93  Pa.  St.  130,  15  Atl.  497,  6  A.  S.  R. 

Ky.  107, 19  S.  W.  180,  40  A.  S.  B.  184;  760,  2  L,R.A.  48;  MUler  v.  Kershaw, 

Diamond  v.  Lawrence  Connty,  37  Pa.  Bailey  Eq.  (S.  C.)  479,  23  Am.  Dec 

St,  353,  78  Am.  Dec.  429;  Newman  183. 

V.  Chapman,  2  Rand.  (Va.)  93,  14  Notes:  99  Am.  Dec.  102;  40  A.  S. 

Am.  Dec.  766;  BWlogg  v.  Fancher,  R.  189;  43  A.  S.  R.  246  ;  4  L.R.A. 

23  Wis.  21,  99  Am.  Dec.  96.  716;  7  L.R.A.  812;  8  UR.A.  553. 

Notes:  56  A.  6.  R.  854,  860;  2  13.  Note:  56  A.  S.  R.  860. 

L.R.A.  49.     '  14.  Rothschild  v.  Kohn,  93  Ky.  107, 

11.  MiUer  v.  Kershaw,  Bailey  Eq.  19  S.  W.  180,  40  A.  S.  R.  184. 

(S.  C.)  479,  23  Am.  Dec.  183.  15.  Fisher  v.  Shropshire,  147  U.  8. 

Notes:  14  Am.  Dec.  776;  56  A.  S.  133,  13  S.  Ct.  201,  37  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

R.  860.  109;  Olson  v.  Leibpke,  110  la.  594,  81 

12.  Warren  County  v.  Marcy,  97  U.  N.  W.  801,  80  A.  S.  R.  327. 
S.  96,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  977;  Holbrook  Note:  56  A.  S.  R.  861. 

V.  Ford,  153  lU.  633,  39  N.  E.  1091,  16.  Wilkinson  v.  EUiott,  43  Kan. 

46  A.  S.  R.  917,  27  L.R.A.  324;  Hard-  590,  23  Pac.  614,  19  A.  S.  R.  158; 

ing  V.  American  Glucose  Co.,  182  111.  Harrod  v.  Burke,  76  Kan.  909,  92 

551,  55  N.  E.  577,  74  A.  S.  R.  189,  Pac.  1128,  123  A.  S.  R.  179.  ■ 

64  L.R.A.  738;  Rothschild  v.  Kohn,  17.  Bridger  v.  Exchange  Bank,  126 

93  Ky.  107,  19  S.  W.  180.  40  A.  S.  Ga.  821,  56  S.  E.  97.  115  A.  8.  H. 

R.  184  (stating  this  as  the  general  118,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.}  463. 
rule  but  that  by  virtue  of  statute  a 

1034 


Digitized  by  Google 


17  B.  C.  U 


US  PENDENS 


S31 


without  the  issuance  of  summons  thereon.*'  Where  constructive 
service  of  process  is  authorized  by  the  publication  of  summons  for  a 
designated  period,  neither  the  pendency  of  the  suit,  nor  the  order 
for  the  service  by  pubUcation,  nor  its  partial  execution  puts  the  rule 
in  motion.  When,  however,  the  service  is  complete,  the  rule  is  called 
into  action  and  is  as  effective  as  if  the  process  had  been  personally 
served  on  the.  defendant  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the 
court.**  Where,  as  is  the  case  in  many  of  the  states,  statutes  have  been 
enacted  requiring  a  written  notice  to  be  filed  in  some  public  office 
of  the  pendency  of  a  proceeding  affecting  the  title  or  the  right  to  the 
possession  of  real  property,  it  is  obvious  that  they  must  be  consulted 
to  ascertain  when  lis  pendens  commences.  Except  as  against  persons 
having  actual  knowledge,  this  day  is  generally  that  of  the  filing  of 
such  notice.** 

31.  On  Amendment. — During  the  progress  of  a  cause  it  may  be 
found  necessary  to  amend  the  pleadings  to  state  some  new  cause  of 
fusion,  or  to  perfect  a  description  of  the  property  subject  thereto,  or 
to  bring  in  new  parties.  Third  persons  are  not  charged  with  notice 
of  facts  brought  before  the  court  for  the  first  time  by  the  amendment 
of  the  pleadings  made  after  they  have  acquired  some  interest  in  the 
subject  matter  of  the  litigation.  As  to  any  new  cause  of  action  intro- 
duced by  an  amendment  and  as  to  property  first  described  thereby, 
there  is  no  lis  pendens  prior  to  ihe  date  of  the  filing  of  the  amend- 
ment.* No  lis  pendens  is  established  by  the  original  bill  in  equity 
if  it  does  not  show  a  case  for  equity  jurisdiction.*  The  lis  pendens 
created  by  the  amendment  does  not  relate  back  to  the  commencement 
of  the  action  so  as  to  affect  intervening  rights.  If  the  contrary  rule 
were  adopted  ^  creditor  would  be  enabled,  without  any  just  cause, 
to  attoch  the  property  of  his  debtor,  prevent  its  alienation,  and  hold 
it  subject  to  his  demand  until  he  could  obtain  a  judgment  thereon, 
and  have  an  execution  levied  upon  the  property;  or  by  having  the 
execution  returned  "no  property  found,"  file  an  amended  petition 
setting  up  the  judgment,  execution,  and  return,  and  thus  exhibit  an 
equitable  right  to  have  tiie  property  subjected  to  the  payment  of  his 
debt.*   An  amended  or  supplemental  petition  setting  forth  a  new 

18.  Wilkinson  v.  Elliott,  43  Kan.  N.  E.  762,  43  A.  S.  R.  233  and  note; 
590,  23  Pae.  614, 19  A.  8.  R.  158.  Hulen  v.  Chilcoat,  79  Neb.  595,  113 

19.  Note:  56  A.  S.  R.  861.  N.  W.  122,  126  A.  S.  R.  681;  Holland 

20.  Cheever  v.  Minton,  12  Colo.  557,  v.  Citizens'  Sav.  Bank,  16  R.  I.  734, 
21  Pac.  710,  13  A.  S.  R.  258.  19  Atl.  654,  8  L.R.A.  553. 

Note:  56  A.  S.  R.  861.  Notes:  43  Am.  Dec.  164;  56  A.  S. 

See  supra,  par.  10,  11.  R.  867. 

1.  Miller  v.  Sherry,  2  Wall.  237,  17  And  see  Equitt,  vol.  10,  p.  494. 

U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  827;  Bridger  v.  Ex-  2.  Pearson  v.  Keedy,  6  B.  Men. 

change  Bank,  126  Ga.  821,  56  S.  E.  (Ky.)  128,  43  Am.  Deo.  160  and  note. 

97,  115  A.  S.  R.  118,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  3.  Stone  v.  Connelly,  1  Mete.  (Ky.) 

463;  Norris  v.  He,  152  HI.  190,  38  652,  71  Am.  Dec.  499. 
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or  different  cause'  of  action  is  in  the  nature  of  a  new  suit  The  only 
purpose  for  permitting  it  is  to  save  a  multiplicity  of  suits.  All  defenaoe 
accruing  to  the  date  of  the  amendment  may  be  pleaded  against  it  It 
follovra  that  one  who  purdiases  pending  the  suit  under  ihe  original 
petition  is  a  lis  pendens  purchaser  only  as  to  the  cause  of  action 
therein  stated.  As  to  the  cause  of  action  subsequently  arising,  aud 
alleged  by  supplemental  pleading,  he  has  purcba^d  before  suit^  and 
his  title  is  superior  to  the  lien  thus  pleaded  unless,  of  eoune,  he  has 
been  guilty  of  fraud.*  An  amendment  may  bring  in  new  parties. 
If  so,  persons  acquiring  title  from  them  prior  to  such  amendment  are 
not  txtund  by  the  final  judgment,  and  in  those  cases  in  which  a  notice 
is  required  to  be  filed  or  recorded  in  some  public  office  the  bringing 
in  of  a  new  party  renders  necessary  the  filing  of  a  new  notice  to  affect 
purchasers  under  it*  An  amendment  not  introducing  a  new  cause 
of  action  or  correcting  a  description  of  property  or  bringing  before 
the  court  property  of  which  no  description  has  before  been  attempted 
does  not  require  the  filing  of  new  notices  of  tiie  pendency  of  a  suit 
So  far  as  it  merely  perfects  a  cause  of  action  stated  or  attempted  to  be 
stated  in  the  original  complaint,  it  may  be  regarded  as  taking  effect 
by  relation  as  of  the  date  of  the  filing  of  such  original  complaint, 
from  which  date  the  law  of  lis  pendens  will  operate  as  though  a  perfect 
complaint  had  been  filed  in  the  first  instance.*  It  has  been  broadly 
stated  by  some  authorities,  however,  that  a  pendente  lite'  purchaser 
can  stand  no  better  than  the  original  defendant  in  the  suit;  and  takes 
the  subject  of  t^e  suit,  with  all  its  inddents,  including  the  possible 
amendment  of  the  bill.' 

32.  On  Cross  Bill. — ^When  the  defendant  in  an  action  by  a  cross 
complaint  sets  up  affirmative  rights  and  prays  for  affirmative  relief 
against  the  plaintiff,  the  lis  pendens  b^iiis  from  the  filing  of  such 
cross  action  or  cross  conq>laint,  and  not  from  the  commencement  of 
the  plaintiff's  action.  If  one  purchases  from  ^e  plaintiff,  the  pur- 
chaser may  fairly  anticipate  that  the  defendant  will  resist  the  action, 
and  that  he  will  set  up  any  appropriate  defensive  matter  thereto.  But 
he  is  not  bound  to  anticipate  that  the  defendant  will  bring  a  cross 
action  against  the  plaintiff  in  respect  to  the  property  or  will  file  an 
affirmative  cross  complaint  against  the  plaintiff,  setting  up  some 
equitable  right  and  demanding  affirmative  equitable  relief  in  regard 
thereto.  Relatively  to  such  affirmative  cross  action  or  crc^  complaint 
the  defendant  occupies  the  position  of  a  plaintiff.  It  ia  evident  that 
if  the  defendant  had  to  file  a  separate  action  against  the  plaintiff  in 
order  to  set  up  the  affirmative  claim  and  pray  for  relief,  it  would 

4.  Halen  v.  Chilcoat,  79  Neb.  595,  118,  8  L.R.A.(N.8.)  463;  Holen  v. 
113  N.  W.  122,  126  A.  S.  R.  681.  Chilcoat,  79  Neb.  595,  113  N.  W.  122, 

5.  Note:  56  A.  S.  R.  868.  126  A.  S.  R.  681. 

6.  Bidger  v.  Exchange  Bank,  126  Note:  56  A.  S.  R.  868. 

Ga.  821.  56  S.  E.  97,  115  A.  S.  R.     7.  Tilton  v.  CoSeld,  93  U.  8. 163,  23 
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only  operate  as  a  lis  pendens  from  the  time  when  it  was  lm>ught; 
and  where  the  plaintiff  or  defendant  may  assert  all  of  his  rights,  l^al' 
or  equitable,  in  respect  to  the  subject  matter  of  the  suit  in  one  pro- 
ceeding, the  same  reason  would  seem  to  apply  to  a  cross  complaint 
or  afl&rmative  equitable  plea  praying  relief.  If  a  person  who  purchases 
from  a  plaintiff  in  a  pending  lawsuit  were  bound  to  anticipate  all 
possible  cross  complaints,  which  might  greatly  ioroaden  the  scope  of 
the  action  or  alter  tlie  nature  of  the  relief  sought,  and  if  he  were 
affected  by  the  lis  pendens  as  to  all  such  possible  cross  complaints 
before  they  were  filed,  it  would  be  an  exceedingly  dangerous  matter 
to  purchase  property  at  all  from  any  person  who  mighj  happen  to 
be  either  plaintiff  or  defendant  in  any  sort  of  action.* 

33.  Diligent  Prosecution  as  Essential  to  Continuity  of  Lis  Pendens; 
In  General. — ^As  between  the  parties  interested,  the  lis  may  be  pend- 
ing so  long  as  the  rights  of  othws  are  not  alfected  thereby,'  but 
where  the  rights  of  purchasers  intervene,  and  a  real  question  of  the 
application  of  the  doctrine  of  lis  pendens  is  presented,  the  generally 
accepted  rule  is  that  if  the  pendente  lite  purchaser  is  to  be  affected, 
the  suit  must  have  been  prosecuted  in  good  faith,  with  all  reasonable 
diligence  and  without  unnecessary  delay.^*  In  the  language  of  some 
of  the  decisions  the  prosecution  of  the  suit  must  be  close  and  con- 
tinuous." This  rule  that  a  purchaser,  pendente  lite,  of  the  subject 
of  the  litigation,  if  he  buys  in  good  faith,  and  without  actual  notice 
of  the  claims  of  the  litigants,  is  not  affected  by  the  suit  pending,  or 
by  the  notice  of  its  pendency,  unless  the  suit  has  been  prcKiecuted  with 
due  diligence,  is  said  to  be  as  ancient  as  the  earliest  reported  deciaons 
of  the  court  of  chancery,  and  was  formulated  by  Lord  Bacon  as  fol- 
lows: "No  decree  bindeth  any  that  cometh  in  bona  fide  by  convey- 
ance from  the  defendant  before  the  bill  exhibited,  and  is  made  no 
party,  neith^  by  bill  nor  the  order;  but  where  he  comes  in  pendente 
lite,  and  while  tiie  suit  is  in  full  prosecution,  and  without  any  color 

U.  8.  {L.  ed.)  858;  Long  v.  Richards,  v.  McDonald,  1  Md.  403,  54  Am.  Dec. 

170  Masa.  120,  48  N.  E.  1083,  64  A.  657;  Taylor  v.  Carroll,  89  Md.  32,  42 

S.  R.  281.  Atl.  920,  44  LR.A.  479;  Hayes'  v. 

8.  Bridger  v.  Exchange  Bank,  126  Nourse,  114  N.  Y.  595,  22  N.  E.  40, 
Ga.  821,  56  S.  E.  97, 115  A.  S.  R.  118,  11  A.  S.  R.  700  and  note;  Robinson  v. 
8  L.R.A-(N.S.)  463  and  note.  Bierce,  102  Tenn.  428,  52  S.  W.  902, 

9.  Fox  T.  Reeder,  28  Ohio  St.  181,  47  L.R.A.  275;  Newman  v.  Chapman, 
22  Am.  Rep.  370.  2  Rand.  (Va.)  93,  14  Am.  Dec.  766. 

10.  Redfield  v.  Yatalyfera  Iron  Co.,  Notes:  56  A.  S.  R.  873;  129  A.  8. 
110  U.  S.  174,  3  S.  Ct,  570,  28  U.  S.  R.  935;  2  UR.A.  50. 

(Led.)  109;  Pipe  V.  Jordan,  22  Colo.  11.  Taylor  v.  Carroll,  89  Md.  32, 
392,  45  Pm.  371,  55  A.  S.  R.  138;  42  Atl.  920,  44  LR.A.  479;  Trimble 
Bridger  v.  Exchange  Bank,  126  Ga.  v.  Bootbby,  14  Ohio  109,  45  Am.  Dee. 
821,  56  8.  E.  97,  115  A.  S.  R.  118,  526;  Fox  v.  Reeder,  28  Ohio  St.  181, 
8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  463;  Roberts  v.  Card-  22  Am.  Rep.  370;  Newman  v.  Chap- 
well,  154  Ky.  483,  157  8.  W.  711,  man,  2  Rand.  (Va.)  93,  14  Am.  Dee. 
Ann.  Cas.  1915C  S15  and  note;  Price  766. 
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of  allowance  or  privity  of  the  court,  there  regularly  the  decree  bindeUi; 
but  if  there  were  any  intermission  of  suit,  or  the  court  made  acquainted 
with  the  conveyance,  the  court  is  to  give  order  upon  the  special  matter 
according  to  justice."  ^'  The  rule  gains  manifest  emphasis  when 
the  subject  of  the  suit  is  of  speculative  value.^'  The  same  require- 
ment of  diligence  in  prosecution  is  applicable  to  a  cross  complaint 
filed  by  a  defendant.  The  latter  cannot  of  course  be  charged  with 
Ifu^hes  in  not  pressing  the  plaintiCF's  suit  for  him,  but  he  may  be 
charged  with  laches  for  failing  duly  to  press  his  cross  complaint.'* 

34.  Degree  of  Diligence  Required. — It  is  generally  conceded  that 
no  positive  rule  can  be  laid  down  as  to  what  constitutes  such  delay  or 
laches  as  to  destroy  tlie  right  to  a  lis  pendens,  and  that  Uie  question 
must  be  determined  on  the  facts  of  each  particular  case."  Some 
courts  are  averse  to  the  application  of  the  law  of  lis  pendens,  while 
others  are  not.  In  some  cases  its  application  would  seem  to  be  harsh 
and  oppres^ve,  and  in  others  not.  Influenced  by  these  considerations, 
it  is  quite  likely  that  the  same  degree  of  diligence  might  by  one  court 
be  regarded  as  reasonable  and  by  another  as  characterized  by  laches.** 
Some  authorities  declare  that  in  order  to  retain  the  character  of  a  lis 
pendens,  it  is  not  necessary  that  a  suit  should  be  prosecuted  \i<ith 
even  ordinary  diligence,  and  that  as  a  lis  pendens  is  created  by  tlie 
institution  of  the  suit,  it  can  only  be  lost  by  unusual  and  unreasonable 
negligence  in  its  prosecution."  The  criterion  adopted  by  other  courts 
is  whether  there  has  been  such  neglect  in  the  prosecution  as  cannot 
be  explained  and  appears  to  be  inexcusable.  Mere  lapse  of  time  does 
not  indicate  such  negligence,  and  as  a  general  rule  there  will  be  no 
estoppel  against  the  right  to  enforce  the  lis  pendens,  unless  the  plain- 
tiff or  complainant  in  the  suit  has  been  so  negligent  in  its  prosecution 
as  to  induce  the  belief  that  such  prosecution  had  been  abandoned.*' 
Eight  years'  unexplained  delay  in  the  prosecution  of  tax  suits  '•  and 
twenty  or  more  years'  delay  in  proceeding  with  a  foreclosure  after 
it  has  been  begun  will  relieve  a  purchaser  of  the  property  from  the 
effect  of  the  lis  pendens  as  notice,  if  there  is  no  satisfactory  excuse  or 
explanation  of  the  delay.'**   The  delay  in  prosecution  of  the  action 

12.  Hayes  v.  Nourse,  114  N.  T.  595,     16.  Note:  56  A.  S.  R.  873. 

22  N.  E.  40,  11  A.  S.  R.  700.  17.  Gossom  v.  Donaldson,  18  B.  Mon. 

13.  Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1915C  519.  (Ky.)  230,  68  Am.  Dec.  723. 

14.  Bridger  v.  Exchange  Bank,  126  18.  Norris  v.  He,  152  lU.  190,  38 
Ga.  821,  56  S.  E.  97,  115  A.  8.  B.  N.  E.  762,  43  A.  S.  R.  233;  Robinson 
118,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  463.  v.  Bieree,  102  Tenn.  428,  52  S.  W. 

15.  Olson  V.  Leibpke,  110  la.  594,  992,  47  L.R.A.  275. 

81  N.  W.  801,  80  A.  S.  R.  327;  Wat-  Notes:  55  A.  S.  R.  141;  Ann.  Cas. 

son  V.  Wilson,  2  Dana  (Ky.)  406,  26  1915C  521. 

Am.  Dec.  459 ;  Robinson  v.  Bierce,  102  19.  Robinson  v.  Bierce,  102  Tenn. 

Tenn.  428,  52  S.  W.  992,  47  L.R.A.  428.  52  S.  W.  992,  47  L.R.A.  275. 

275.  20.  Tavlor  v.  Carroll,  89  Md.  32,  42 

Notes:  56  A.  S.  R.  873;  Ann.  Cu.  Atl.  920,  44  L.R.A.  479;  Fox  v.  Reeder^ 

1915C  520.  28  Ohio  St.  181,  22  Am.  Rep.  370. 
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only  operates  to  destroy  the  effect  of  the  lis  pendens  when  it  cannot 
be  satisfactorily  explained.  If  it  can  be  so  accounted  for,  the  benefit 
of  the  lis  pendens  will  be  preserved.* 

35.  TemUnation;  In  General. — Some  authorities  affirm  in  general 
terms  that  lis  pendens  ceases  with  the  entry  of  the  final  judgment 
or  decree,'  or  when  final  orders  are  taken  in  the  case,*  but  so  to  hold 
literally  would  render  the  law  of  lis  pendens  useless,  for  it  would 
invite  a  litigant  to  avoid  the  decision  of  the  court  as  soon  as  it  had 
pronounced  against  him,  by  transferring  the  subject  thereof.  When 
the  authorities  so  speak,  what  they  must  mean  is  that  it  a  suit  or 
action  is  dismissed  or  a  judgment  is  entered  denying  the  relief  sought, 
then  the  allegations  of  the  pleadings  no  longer  impart  notice  of  ^eir 
contents  to  persons  who  may  afterward  deal  with  the  property  referred 
to  therein.*  If,  on  the  other  hand,  a  judgment  or  decree  is  entered 
for  the  recovery  of  the  possession  of  property,  or  directing  its  trans- 
fer or  sale,  or  otherwise  necessarily  aifecting  the  title  thereto  or  the 
possession  thereof,  such  judgment  or  decree  is  binding  upon  persons 
who  may  thereafter  purdiase  from  either  of  the  parties,  and  no  transfer 
made  by  either  after  the  judgment  or  decree  has  been  pronounced  can 
prevent  the  enforcement  thereof.*  Termination  of  an  atixiliary  pro- 
ceeding does  not  destroy  the  lis  pendens.  Thus  where  an  action  to 
recover  land  is  pending,  the  dissolution  of  a  temporary  injunction 
restraining  the  defendant  from  cutting  timber  does  not  withdraw  the 
timber  from  the  operation  of  the  judgment  finally  recovered,  but 
merely  leaves  him  to  cut  at  his  peril.*  Nor  does  a  removal  of  a 
portion  of  tiie  realty  release  it  from  the  rule;  and  where  during  the 
progress  of  a  suit  trees  are  severed  and  removed  from  the  property, 
they  are  subject  to  the  decree.'  A  peculiar  method  of  termination  is 
presented  where  a  suit  is  brought  to  enjoin  the  sale  of  bonds  on  the 
ground  of  invalidity,  and  the  legislature  subsequently  passes  an  act 
declaring  them  valid.  Such  an  act  has  been  held  to  end  the  suit  by 
removing  the  entire  foundation  on  which  it  rested.* 

36.  Abatement  and  Dismissal. — If  there  is  a  mere  abatement  of 
the  suit  or  action,  and  the  right  continues  in  the  plaintiff  or  com- 
plainant to  revive  it,  its  abatement  does  not  sad  the  lis  pendens  therein. 
If  proceedings  are  taken  to  revive  it  in  the  mode  authorized  by  the 
rules  of  practice  prevailing  in  the  jurisdiction  wherein  the  suit  or 

1.  Bridger  t.  Exeliange  Bank,  126     5.  Roberts  r.  Cardwell,  154  Ky.  483, 

Ga.  821,  56  S.  E.  97, 115  A.  S.  R.  118,  157  S.  W.  711,  Ann.  Caa.  1915C  515. 
8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  463;  Olson  v.  Leibpke,     Note:  56  A.  S.  R.  877. 
110  la.  594,  81  N.  W.  801,  80  A.  S.     6.  McCord  v.  Akeley,  132  Wis.  195, 

R.  327;  Roberts  t.  Cardwdl,  154  Ky.  Ill  N.  W.  1100,  122  A.  S.  R.  956. 
483,  157  S.  W.  711,  Ann.  CaA  1916C     7.  Goff  v.  McLain,  48  W.  Va.  445, 


515  and  note. 


2.  Note:  56  A.  S.  R.  877. 

3.  Note:  8  L.R.A.  553. 

4.  Note:  56  A.  S.  R.  877. 


37  8.  E.  566,  86  A  8.  R.  64. 

8.  Lee  County  Rogers,  7  Wall. 
181, 10  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  160. 
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action  is  pending,  and  it  is  accordingly  revived  and  tiien  proceeds  to 
final  judgznrat  or  decree,  all  persons  acquiring  interests  under  the 
parties,  or  any  of  them,  aft^  the  commencement  of  the  action  are 
hound  if  revived  without  unnecessary  delay.*  A  suit  may  be  dis- 
missed or  otherwise  discontinued  and  afterward  begun  anew,  where- 
upon two  questions  may  be  presented:  (1)  may  the  lis  pendens  of 
the  first  suit,  under  any  circumstances,  continue  so  as  to  give  an 
added  effect  to  the  judgment  in  the  second;  and  (2)  if  so,  has 
thwe  been  such  delay  in  the  commencement  of  tiie  second  suit 
as  to  exclude  it  from  the  operation  of  the  rule.  If  the  judgment 
or  decree  in  the  first  suit  or  action,  tiiough  of  such  a  character  as 
not  to  estop  the  plaintiff  or  complainant  from  commencing  another 
proceeding,  was  entered  without  any  reservation  of  the  right  to  do  so, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  effect  of  lis  pendens,  terminates  with  the 
judgment  thra^n,  and  hence  that  persons  acquiring  interests  in  the 
subject  matter  of  the  litigation  before  the  commencement  of  the  second 
proceeding,  though  during  the  pendency  of  the  first,  are  not  boimd 
by  the  final  judgment  or  decree  in  the  second."  A  judgment  or 
decree  of  dismissal  may,  however,  expressly  reserve  to  the  plaintiff 
the  right  to  begin  another  proceeding,  and  then  the  question  will 
arise,  in  the  event  of  his  availing  himself  of  the  privilege,  whether 
persons  who  would  have  been  bound  by  a  decree  on  the  merits  in  the 
first  suit  because  of  their  purchase  pendente  lite  are  bound  by  such  a 
decree  in  the  second.  Some  of  the  decisions  maintain  that  the  reserva- 
tion of  the  right  continues  the  operation  of  the  lis  pendens  created 
by  the  first  suit,  and  therefore  purchasers  during  its  pendency  may 
be  deemed  in  tiie  second  suit  to  have  purchased  with  notice  thereof 
and  of  the  material  allegations  of  the  bill  therein,  while  others  assert 
that  the  dismissal  of  the  first  suit  terminate  the  effect  of  the,  lis  pendens 
created  thereby,  and  that  it  cannot  be  revived  by  a  second  proceeding.*' 
37.  Effect  of  Appellate  Proceedings;  Writ  of  Error. — Purchase  of 
property  the  subject  of  litigation  between  the  time  of  judgment  or 
decree  of  the  trial  court  and  its  reversal  in  a  hi^er  trilmnal  is  a 
situation  frequentiy  presented  in  the  cases,  and  gives  rise  to  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  purchaser  takes  the  property  subject  only  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  court  as  it  then  stands,  or  subject  to  what  the  appellate 
court  may  say  r^arding  rights  in  the  property  in  litigation.  On  this 

9.  Watson  v.  Wilson,  2  Dana  (Ky.)  W.  94,  106  A.  S.  R.  472  and  note; 
406,  26  Am.  Deo.  459;  Newman  v.  McVay  v.  Toosley,  20  S.  D.  258,  105 
Chapman,  2  Rand.  (Va.)  93,  14  Am.  N.  W.  932, 129  A.  S.  R.  927. 

Dec.  766.  Notes:  56  A.  S.  R.  874;  10  L.R.A. 

Notes:  56  A.  S.  R.  875;  4  L.B.A.  (N.S.)  446. 

716.  11.  Pipe  V.  Jordan,  22  Colo.  392, 

10.  Trentor  v.  Pothen,  46  Minn.  298,  45  Pac.  371,  55  A.  S.  R.  138. 
49  N.  W.  129,  24  A.  S.  R.  225;  Bris-  Note:  56  A.  S.  R.  874,  875, 
tow  T.  Thackston,  187  Mo.  332,  86  S. 
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point  the  authorities  differ  widely.  Many  oourte,  perhaps  the  majority, 
hold  that  a  writ  of  error  is  a  new  action,  and  that  one  who  purchases 
the  subject  of  the  htigation  between  the  time  of  th«  entry  of  the  ilnal 
judgment  and  the  suing  out  of  the  writ  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  a 
pendente  lite  purchaser,  but  is  considered  a  purchaser  for  value,  with- 
out notice.^'  During  the  interval  between  final  judgment  and  pro- 
ceedings on  error,  there  ib  no  suit  pending,  on  this  theory,  so  the 
purchaser  does  not  take  pendente  lite.^'  This  view  has  been  criticised 
on  the  ground  that  while  there  may  be  a  difference  in  the  forms  of 
f^pellate  proceedings,  their  object  is  the  same,  and  whatever  be  the 
form  of  the  proceeding,  provided  it  be  sanctioned  by  law,  it  seems 
absurd  to  hold  that  the  successful  litigant  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the 
fruits  of  the  Htigation  because  some  one  happened  to  purchase  the 
subject  matter  thereof  after  the  rendition  of  an  erroneous  judgment 
or  decree  and  before  proceedings  had  been  telcen  to  esci^  from  it 
through  the  action  of  some  appellate  tribunal.^^  In  some  jurisdictions 
the  rule  obtains  that  a  writ  of  error  is  a  continuation  of  the  original 
suit,  and  that  (me  who  voluntarily  purchases  property  in  litigation  after 
a  judgment  or  decree  in  the  action  and  before  a  writ  of  error  has  been 
sued  out  is  a  pendente  lite  purchaser.^*  A  distinction  has  been  sug- 
gested between  cases  where  the  suit  is  dismissed  and  where  it  is  tried 
upon  the  merits  and  a  decree  entered  in  the  plaintiff's  favor  from 
whom  the  titie  in  controvert  is  obtained  by  private  purchase,  but  the 
attempted  distinction  has  been  criticised  as  unsound.**  The  problem 
is  further  complicated  by  divergrat  holdings  on  the  effect  of  filing 
a  supersedeas  bond  or  the  failure  to  do  so.  It  has  been  hdd  by  some 
courts  that  without  such  supersedeas  the  doctrine  of  lis  pendens  has 
no  application  to  a  writ  of  error.  The  writ  of  error  without  a  super- 
sedeas docs  not,  of  itself,  stay  the  proceeding,  and  to  argue  otherwise 
would  be  to  contend  that  a  party  might  have  the  same  relief  upon 
a  writ  of  error  without  supersedeas  and  without  bond  as  he  would 
be  entitled  to  upon  an  appeal.*'  Other  authorities  take  the  view  that 
the  supersedeas  bond  and  resulting  stay  operate  only  on  the  enforce- 

12.  Cheever  v.  Minton,  12  Colo.  557,     14.  Note :  5«  A.  6.  R.  876. 

21  Pac.  710,  13  A.  S.  R.  258;  Mo-     15.  Notes:  56  A  8.  R.  876;  10 

Cormiek  v.  McClnre,  6  Blackf.  (Ind.)  L.B.A.(N.S.)  444  ;  9  Ann.  Cas.  987. 

466,  39  Am.  Dec.  441 ;  Taylor  t.  Boyd,  And  see  Appeal  amd  Error,  vol.  2, 

3  Ohio  337,  17  Am.  Dec.  603;  Wing-  p.  28. 

eeld  V.  Neall,  60  W.  Va.  106,  54  S.  E.     16.  Cheever  v.  Minton,  12  Colo.  557, 

47,  116  A.  S.  R.  882,  9  Ann.  Cas.  21  Pac.  710,  13  A.  S.  E.  258. 
982  and  note,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  443     17.  Chicago,  etc,  R.  Co.  v.  Garrett, 

and  note.  239  HI  297,  87  K.  B.  1009,  ISO  A  S. 

Notes:  56  A.  S.  R.  876;  27  L.R.A.  R.  229. 
(N.S.)  736. 

13.  Cheever  v.  Minton,  12  Colo.  657, 
81  Pac.  710,  13  A.  S.  R.  258. 
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ment  of  a  Judgment  by  executioD>  and  its  absence  has  no  effect  on 
the  lis  pendens.**. 

38.  Appeal. — ^Wh^  the  law  gives  a  right  of  review  to  an  ai^dUate 
court,  all  persons  are  necessarily  charged  with  notice  thereof,  and  it 
would  seem  reasonable  to  hold  that  the  operation  of  lis  pendens  oug^t 
to  be  adequate  to  give  a  litigant  protection  until  he  can  pursue  all  the 
remedies  to  which  he  is  entitled  in  Uie  action,  and  thereforOi  though 
a  judgment  or  decree  final  in  form  has  been  entered,  the  cause  ought 
Rtill  to  be  deemed  pending  while  the  right  to  prosecute  it  further  by 
dppeal  remains."  In  accordance  with  this  view  it  has  frequently 
been  held  that  one  acquiring  from  a  party  an  interest  in  the  pr(^rty 
involved,  after  an  action  has  been  transferred  to  an  appellate  court, 
takes  subject  to  the  outcome  of  the  proceeding  to  review.™  So  in 
case  a  purchase  of  real  estate  has  been  made  after  a  decree  affecting  the 
same,  but  within  the  time  for  taking  an  appeal,  the  cases  usually  hold 
that  such  a  purchase  is  made  pendente  lite,  although  no  steps  had 
been  taken  toward  the  appeal.*  Tbe  courts  announcing  this  rule  pro- 
ceed upon  the  theory  that  an  appeal  is  a  continuation  of  the  original 
suit,  and  not  a  new  proceeding,  and  t^at  the  purchaser  is  presumed 
to  know  that  an  appeal  may  be  taken  within  a  limited  Ume.'  This 
rule  has  been  applied  in  a  suit  for  specific  performance,  with  the  result 
of  holding  that  one  purchasing  property  in  reliance  upon  a  decree 
rendered  in  such  suit  is  bound  by  a  subsequent  reverse  of  the  decree.* 
Following  the  same  principles  it  has  been  held  that  an  action  must 
be  deemed  pending  so  as  to  affect  a  purchaser,  during  all  the  appeals, 
where  in  an  action  to  quiet  title,  being  one  of  a  large  number  of  suits 
brought  by  the  same  plaintiff  in  the  same  county,  all  involving  a 
federal  question,  a  decree  is  rendered  against  all  of  tiie  defendants  in 
that  and  the  other  suits,  after  which  an  appeal  is  taken  in  each  case 
under  stipulation  between  all  of  the  parties  that  appeals  in  two  cases 
should  be  finally  prosecuted,  while  the  remaining  appeals  should 
stand  continued  until  final  decision.*  Under  a  statute  permitting  the 
court,  in  its  discretion,  to  relieve,  within  one  year,  a  party  from  a 
judgment  taken  under  certain  conditions,  numerous  cases  have  held 
that  a  purchaser  of  property  affected  by  such  a  judgment  within  tbe 
year  is  a  purchaser  pendente  lite.*  Under  a  statute  providing  that  an 

18.  Kremer  v.  Schutz,  82  Kan.  175,  Notes:  14  Am.  Dec.  778;  10  L.R.A. 
107  Pac.  780,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  735  (N.S.)  444  ;  9  Ann.  Cas.  988. 

and  note.  2.  Note:  9  Ann.  Cas.  988.   And  see 

19.  Note:  56  A.  S.  R.  875,  876.  Appeal  and  Erros,  vol.  2,  p.  28. 

20.  Kremer  v.  Schutz,  82  Kan.  175,  3.  Clark  t.  Farrow,  10  B.  Mon. 
107  Pac.  780,  27  L.R.A.('N.S.)  735  (Ky.)  446,  52  Am.  Dec.  552. 

and  note.  Note:  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  563. 

Note:  56  A.  S.  R.  875,  876.  4.  Olson  v.  Leibpke,  110  la.  594^  81 

1.  Clark  v.  Farrow,  10  B.  Mon.  N.  W.  801,  80  A.  S.  R.  327. 

(Ky.)  446,  52  Am.  Dee.  552.  5.  Note:  10  L.B.A.(N.S.)  447. 
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action  is  deemed  to  be  i>ending  from  the  time  of  ita  commenoement 
until  its  final  determination  upon  appeal,  or  until  the  time  for  appeal 
has  passed,  a  mortgagee  of  land  which  has  been  restored  to  the  mort- 
gagor by  a  default  judgment  against  his  grantee  takes  subject  to  the 
contingency  of  having  his  title  defeated  by  the  opening  of  the  judg- 
ment through  proceedings  taken  in  proper  time,  and  the  dismissal 
of  the  action.*  There  is  authority,  however,  which  holds  squar^y 
.that  when  a  decree  affecting  the  titie  to  property  has  been  rendered 
by  a  court  of  equity,  the  rights  of  a  purchaser  in  good  faith  relying 
upon  the  decree  before  any  writ  of  error  is'  prosecuted  or  other  action 
taken  to  avoid  it  will  be  protected,  notwithstanding  the  decree  is  after- 
ward reversed.'  In  support  of  this  position  it  is  argued  that  when, 
by  the  decree  of  the  court,  the  rights  of  the  parties  have  been  fully 
determined,  and  the  decree  has  assumed  finality,  the  successful  litigant 
should  have  the  fruits  of  the  litigation,  and  where  a  stranger  deals 
witii  reference  to  the  property  which  is  the  subject  of  the  litigation, 
after  final  decree  and  where  it  has  become  operative,  and  before  an 
appeal  and  supersedeas  have  been  allowed,  he  should  be.  protected  in 
his  purchase.  His  equity  is  superior  to  that  of  the  unsuccessful  liti- 
gant^ If,  after  a  judgment  is  entered  in  an  action,  an  appeal  is 
'taken  therefrom,  resulting  in  its  reversal  in  the  appellate  court,  the 
lis  pendens  is  not  thereby  terminated  if,  notwithstanding  such  revereal, 
further  proceedings  take  place  in  the  trial  court,  and  ultimat^y  result 
in  a  final  judgment  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  or  complainant.*  The 
question  as  to  lis  pendens  between  final  judgment  and  appeal  fre- 
quently arises  in  probate  cases,  where,  after  a  decree  of  the  probate 
court,  property  has  been  sold,  but  hereafter  the  decree  of  the  court 
has  been  successfully  attacked  on  appeal,  and  it  has  been  held  in  a 
number  of  instances  that  a  purchaser  of  property  in  good  faith  from 
a  devisee  under  a  will  which  has  been  admitted  to  probate  will  be 
protected  though  the  will  is  afterwards  set  aside.*®  The  result  finds 
support  in  the  argument  that  an  action  for  probate  of  a  will  is  a  pro- 
ceeding in  rem,  and  the  judgment  is  binding  until  set  aside;  a  pur- 
chaser from  the  devisee  is  authorized  by  the  judgment  to  buy  from 
him  on  the  faith  of  a  valid  judgment  of  a  court  of  competent  juris- 
diction, to  which  the  heirs  are  parties,  and  such  purchaser  should  noi 

6.  Maeh  v.  Blaachard,  IS  S.  D.  432,  St.  181,  22  Am.  Bep.  370. 

90  N.  W.  1042,  91  A.  S.  B.  698,  58  Notes:  56  A.  8.  B.  876;  9  Ann.  Cu. 

L.B^.  8U.  988. 

7.  Chieagp,  etc.,  B.  Co.  t.  Garrett,  8.  Wingfleld  v.  Neall,  60  W.  Via.  106, 
239  Bl.  297,  87  N.  £.  1009,  130  A.  54  S.  E7i7, 116  A.  S.  R.  882,  9  Ann. 
S.  S.  229;  Parker  v.  Conrtnay,  28  Cas.  982,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  443. 

Neb.  606,  44  N.  W.  863,  26  A.  S.  B.  0.  Notes:  56  A.  S.  R.  877;  10  LJt.A. 
360;  Ti^lor  v.  Boyd,  3  Ohio  337,  17  (N.S.)  446. 

Am.  Dee.  603:  Fox  t.  Beeder,  28  Ohio     10.  Fonlke  t.  Zamxaermaa.  14  WaSL 
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be  made  a  victim  of  the  heir's  negligence  and  delay  by  having  his 
title  annulled  by  a  subsequent  reveJsai  of  the  judgment.** 

39.  Bill  «f  Rerieww — Where  a  sale  is  made  after  a  decree,  and 
before  the  filing  of  a  hill  of  review,  some  courts  hold  ^at  the  purchase 
is  protected  against  the  outcome  of  a  bill  of  review,**  but  there  is  also 
authority  Jx)  tiie  eflfect  that  a  person  who  voluntarily  purchases  pr<^ 
erty,  the  title  to  which  is  involved  in  a  suit,  after  a  judgment  or  decree 
has  been  rendered  and  before  steps  have  been  taken  to  procure  a  bill 
•  of  review,  is  a  pendente  lite  purchaser  and  takes  his  title  subject  to 
any  disposition  of  the  case  made  upon  the  bill  of  review,  as  he  is  pre- 
sumed to  know  that  the  judgment  or  decree  may  be  disturbed  by  such 
proceedings.^'  The  rule  t£at  the  purchaser  will  be  protected  has 
been  applied  to  the  purchase  of  county  and  municipal  bonds  after 
an  adjudication  as  to  their  validity  and  before  steps  had  been  taken 
to  procure  a  bill  of  review.** 

113,  20  V.  S.  (L.  ed.)  785:  Steel©  v.  (N.S.)  445  ;  9  Ann.  Cas.  988. 
Renn,  50  Tex.  467,  32  Am.  Rep.  605.     13.  Clark  v.  Farrow,  10  B.  Mon. 
Note:  10  Ii.R.A.(N.S.)  447.  (Kv.)  446,  52  Am.  Dec.  552. 

11.  Steele  v.  Renn,  50  Tex.  467,  32     Notra:  56  A.  S.  R.  S76;  0  Ann.  Cas. 
Am.  Rep.  605.  988. 

12.  Lee  County  v.  Rogers,  7  Wall.     14.  Lee  County  v.  Rogers,  7  Wall 
181,  19  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  160.  181,  19  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  160. 

Notes:  56  A.  S.  E.  876;  10  L.R.A.     Note:  9  Ana.  Caa.  988. 


LITERARY  PROPERTY 

See  CoFTBiOHT,  vol.  6,  p.  1093. 


LITTORAL  RIGHTS 

See  Watw. 
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II.  LlSNS 

in.  Rights  and  Liabilities 

IV.  CoKTROL  OP  Livery  Stables  by  Courts  and  Municifalitixb 


L  Introductory 

1.  Definition 

2.  Scope  of  Artide 

n.  Liens 

3.  At  Common  Law 

4.  Statutory  Lien  in  General;  Application  to  Exempt  Property 

5.  Necessity  of  Possession  under  Agreement  with  Owner 

6.  Priority  as  between  Lien  and  Chattel  Mortgage 

III.  Righto  and  LiablUtles 

7.  liability  as  Bailee 

8.  Liability  for  Injories  to  Patrons;  In  General 

9.  Warranty  as  to  Character  of  Horse 

10.  liability  for  Negligence  of  Driver  or  Employee 

11.  Liability  of  Person  Hiring 

12.  Lia^biiity  of  Liveryman  for  Acts  of  Person  Hiring 

IV.  Control  of  Livery  Stables  by  Courto  and  Hunicipalities 

13.  Control  by  Courts 

14.  Control  by  Municipalities  in  General 

16.  Del^cation  of  Control  to  Property  Owners 


I.  Introductory 

t.  Definition. — A  livery  stable  keeper  is  one  whose  business  it  is  to 
keep  horses  for  hire,  or  to  let,  or  to  keep,  feed  or  board  horses  for 
otheiB,  and  a  livery  stable  is  a  building  where  horses  or  vehicles  are 
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kept  for  let  or  hire.^  A  livery  stable  proprietor  has  been  declared  to 
be  a  "merchant  or  tradesman"  within  {he  purview  of  the  bankruptcy 
act« 

2.  Scope  of  Article. — In  this  article  it  is  intended  to  discuss  the 
rules  of  law  peculiarly  applicable  to  the  business  of  keeping  horses  and 
vehicles  for  hire,  and  of  stabling,  feeding  and  caring  for  horses  for 
compeasation.  This  includes  both  the  regulation  of  the  business,  and 
the  rights,  duties  and  liabilities  arising  out  of  it  Matters  related  to 
this  subject  but  treated  dsewhere  are  contracts  of  agistment  and  the 
hiring  and  use  of  animals  generally,'  the  validity  of  statutes  and  ordi- 
nances imposing  license  taxes,  and  the  grant  of  the  privilege  of  using 
a  street  as  a  carriage  stand,*  and  livery  stable  as  nuisances.*  For  a 
more  complete  discussion  of  the  gencural  principles  of  law  involved 
reference  is  made  to  the  subjects  of  a^m^,*  bailmentsi^  innkeepers,* 
liens,'  and  municipal  corporations.'* 


II.  Liens 

3.  At  Common  Law. — Livery  stable  keepers  have  no  lien  at  com- 
mon law  upon  the  live  stock  left  with  them  for  compeasation  for 
Uieir  keep,''  and  they  are  less  fortunate  in  this  particular  than  inn- 
keepers, who  at  common  law  are  entitled  to  a  lien  upon  the  live 
stock  intrusted  to  their  keeping  by  a  guest.'*  The  reason  given  for 
thus  distinguishing  liverymen  from  innkeepers  is  that  the  latter  are 
required  to  oS&t  accommodations  to  persons  generally  and  to  care 
for  their  horses  or  otiier  live  stock  during  the  period  their  owner 
remains  as  a  guest  of  the  innkeeper,  and  furthermore  the  innkeeper 
is  answerable  for  the  goods  of  the  guest,  although  they  may  be  stolen 
or  otherwise  lost  without  any  fault  on  his  part  It  is  in  return  for  this 

■  1.  Elliott  V.  Hodgson,  133  Ga.  209,  56  Am.  Dee.  694;  SalUvait  v.  Clifton, 
65  S.  £.  405, 134  A.  S.  R.  206.  55  M.  J.  L.  324,  26  AtL  964,  39  A. 

2.  Note:  Ann.  Gas.  1916A  1200.       S.  B.  652,  20  L.R.A.  719;  GrinneO  v. 

3.  See  ANncALs,  vol.  1,  pp.  1075-  Cook,  3  Hill  (N.  Y.)  485,  38  Am.  Dee. 
1081,  1153.  663;  Lambert  v.  Nicklass,  46  W.  Va. 

4.  See  Highways,  vol.  13,  p.  221;  527,  31  S.  E.  951,  72  A  S.  R.  828, 
LiOBNSBS,  ante,  pp.  504,  549.  44  L.R.A.  561. 

6.  See  NuiSAHCBS.  12.  Lord  t.  Jones,  24  Me.  439,  41 

6.  See  pRiKCiFAii  and  Agent.  Am.  Dec  39;  Miller  v.  Marston,  35 

.  7.  See  BAHiifEHTS,  vol.  3,  p.  71  et  Me.  153,  56  Am.  Dec.  694;  Sallivan 

seq.  V.  Clifton,  55  N.  J.  L  324,  26  Atl. 

8.  See  Ikkeeepbrs,  vol.  14,  p.  491  964,  39  A.  S.  R.  652,  20  L.R.A.  719; 
et  seq.  GrinneU  v.  Cook,  3  Hill  (N.  Y.)  485, 

9.  See  Liens,  ante,  p.  594.  38  Am.  Dec.  663;  Caldwell  v.  Xutt, 

10.  See  Municipal  Cobporatiohs.  10  Lea  (Tenn.)  258,  43  Am.  Rep.  307; 

11.  Elliott  V.  Hodgson,  133  Ga.  209,  Lambert  v.  Nicklass,  45  W.  Va  527, 
65  S.  E,  405, 134  A.  S.  R.  206;  Kelsey  31  S.  E.  951,  72  A.  S.  E.  828,  44 
V.  Layne,  28  Kan.  218,  42  Am.  Rep.  L.R.A.  561.  And  see  Innkkb>kbs,  vol. 
158;  Miller  v.  Marston,  35  Me.  153,  14,  p.  539  et  seq. 
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extraordinary  liability  that  the  law  gives  the  innkeeper  a  lien  on  the 
goods  of  the  guest  for  die  satisfaction  of  his  reasonable  charges.**  It 
follows  that  ti^ere  can  be  no  lien  where  the  relation  of  innkeeper  and 
guest  does  not  exisf  Another  reason  given  for  denying  the  lien  to 
livery  stable  keepers  is  based  upon  the  exduaveness  of  possession  of 
the  Uys  stock,  it  being  held  that  a  lien  upon  personal  property,  at 
common  law,  is  founded  on  possession,  actual  or  constructive,  and 
the  right  to  detain  the  property  until  some  diaim  in  which  the  lien 
originates  is  satisfied  or  discharged.  It  involves  the  right  to  an  unin- 
terrupted possession  while  it  exists,  and  is  lost  or  waived  when  pos- 
session is  voluntarily  surrendered,  and  as  the  owner  of  a  horse  put 
at  livery  has  the  right  to  use  and  possess  it  at  all  times  the  keeper 
has  no  lien  upon  it  for  the  keeping  of  it.'*  It  is  therefore  contended 
that  one  who  merely  feeds  and  takes  care  of  a  horse  has  not  sole 
possession,  but  one  concurr^t  with  the  possession  of  the  owner.  The 
distinction  thus  attempted  to  be  drawn  between  the  possession  of 
an  innkeeper  and  that  of  a  liveryman  does  not,  however,  appear 
to  be  consonant  witii  the  facts,  as  a  guest  may  take  pbssession  of  his 
horse  and  use  it  during  his  stay  without  avoiding  the  lien,  and 
it  seems  that  the  keeping  of  the  guest  and  the  keeping  of  the  horse 
is  the  real  basis  of  the  Uen  for  the  benefit  of  the  innkeeper.*^  Nor 
are  liverymen  entitled  to  a  lien  under  the  general  principle  that  a 
bailee  for  hire,  who  by  his  labor  and  skill  has  imparted  an  additional 
value  to  the  goods  bailed,  has  a  lien  upon  the  property  for  his  reason- 
able charges.  This  rule  covers  all  such  mechanics,  tradesmen  and 
laborers  as  receive  property  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  or  otherwise 
improving  its  condition  as  well  as  common  carriers,  but  does  not 
extend  to  a  livery  stable  keeper  for  the  reason  that  he  only  keeps 
the  horse,  without  imparting  any  new  value  to  it.  For  the  sanie 
reason  the  agister  or  farmer  who  pastures  the  horses  or  cattle  of 
another  has  no  lien  for  their  keeping,  unless  there  be  a  ^>ecial 
agreement  to  that  effect"  The  foundation  of  the  bailee's  Hen  is 
the  increav^ed  value  of  the  article  bailed.  In  other  words,  it  is  tiie 
profit  of  the  bailor  and  not  the  loss  of  the  bailee  which  determines 
the  lien.^^  Notwithstanding  the  conclusion  that  a  livery  stable  keeper 
is  not  entitled  to  a  lien  for  his  services,  the  reasoning  upon  which 

13.  Sntlivan  v.  Clifton,  55  N.  J.  L.  268,  43  Am.  Rep.  307;  Lambert  v. 
324,  26  Atl.  964,  39  A.  S.  R.  652,  20  Nicklass,  45  W.  Va.  527,  31  S.  E. 
L.R.A.  719;  GriDneU  v.  Cook,  3  HUl  951,  72  A.  S.  E.  828,  44  L.R.A.  561 
(N.  Y.)  485,  38  Am.  Dee.  663  and  17.  Scott  v.  Mercer,  98  la.  258,  67 
note.  N.  W.  108,  60  A.  S.  R.  188;  Grinnell 

14.  Grinnell  v.  Cook,  3  HiU  (N.  T.)  v.  Cook,  3  Hill  (N.  Y.)  485,  38  Am. 


15.  Miller  v.  Marston,  35  Me.  153,  18.  Kelsey  v..  Layne,  28  Kan.  218, 
56  Am.  Dec.  694;  Grinnell  v.  Cook,  42  Am.  Rep.  158.  And  see  ANIUAI.S, 
3  Hill  (N.  y.)  485,  38  Am.  Dec.  663.  vol.  1,  p.  1080  et  seq. 

16.  Caldwell  v.  Tutt,  10  Lea  (Tenn.) 


486,  38  Am.  Dec.  663  and  note. 


Dee.  6^  and  note. 
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the  lien  of  bailees  for  hire  has  been  founded  extends  the  rule  to 
cover  services  incident  to  the  training  of  a  race  horse,  since  the 
labor,  skill  and  expense  so  expended  give  additional  value  to  the 
object  of  the  bailment.^*  Upon  the  same  reasoning  a  person  with 
whom  a  lame  horse  is  left  to  be  kept  and  cured  has  a  lien  in  the 
diaracter  of  a  farrier  upon  the  horse  for  his  cure  and  keeping," 
but  a  stable  keeper  has  no  lien  upon  a  horse  for  its  keeping,  or  for 
doctoring  the  horse  where  the  service  was  rendered  in  the  usual  course 
of  keeping  and  without  any  special  contract  therefor.' 

4.  Statutory  Lien  in  General;  Application  to  Exempt  Property. — 
The  defect  of  the  conunon  law  which  left  livery  stable  keepers  with- 
out a  lien  to  secure  their  compensation  has  been  largely  remedied 
by  statute.  In  many  states  it  is  now  provided  that  persons  keeping 
live  stock  for  hire  ^all  have  a  lien  tiiereon  for  ihe  pr(^>er  charges 
the  same  as  an  innkeeper's  lien  at  common  law,'  and  in  othm  tibe 
lien  is  created  without  reference  to  the  innkeeper's  lien.'  While 
it  is  apparently  not  necessary  that  the  person  claiming  the  b^efit 
of  such  a  statute  as  a  livray  stable  keeper  shall  exerdse  all  the  differ- 
ent functions  which  may  sometimes  be  performed  by  one  engaged 
in  such  calling  and  whidi  are  mentioned  in  the  different  definitions 
of  a  liveryman,  yet  his  business  must  be  substantially  that  so  indi- 
cated. The  question  is  one  of  substance  rather  than  of  verbal  and 
exact  definition.  Furthermore  a  livery  stable  keeper's  lien  is  for  the 
benefit  of  the  keeper  of  the  stable  where  the  horses  are  cared  for, 
and  therefore  if  the  Uveryman  places  tiie  horse  in  the  stable  of  anoUier 
and  pays  Uierefor  himself  he  cannot  claim  a  lien  for  reimburse- 
ment. Not  only  must  the  person  claiming  the  lien  come  within 
the  definition  of  a  liveryman,  but  the  services  performed  must  be 
those  appertaining  to  the  livery  business,  and  it  has  been  held  that 
the  expenses  of  transporting  a  horse  by  railway  to  places  where  races 
are  to  be  conducted,  or  of  entering  it  in  such  races,  and  like  expenses, 
are  not  such  charges  as  will  fum^  the  basis  of  a  Uvery  stable  keep- 
er's lien.*  It  has  been  held  that  even  though  a  state  constitution 
provides  that  a  reasonable  amount  of  property  shall  be  exempt  from 
seizure  and  sale,  the  legislature  has  power  to  provide  that  the  keeper 
of  a  livery  stable  shall  have  a  li«i  on  horses  boarded  by  him  at  the 

19.  Scott  T.  Mercer,  98  la.  258,  67  3  L.R.A.  654;  I^bert  Nieklaas, 
N.  W.  108,  60  A.  S.  R.  188;  Harris  45  W.  Va.  527,  31  S.  E.  951,  72  A. 
V.  Woodraff,  124  Sfass.  205,  26  Am.  S.  B.  828, 44  L.R.A  561. 

Rep.  658.  3.  Flint  v.  Lnhrs,  66  Mimi.  57,  68 

20.  Lord  V.  Jonee,  24  Me.  439,  41  N.  W.  514,  61  A.  S.  R.  391;  Sargent 
Am.  Dee.  391.  v.  Usher,  55  N.  H.  287,  20  Am.  Rep. 

1.  MilldT  V.  Marston,  35  Me.  153,  208;  SnlliTan  v.  Clifton,  55  N.  J.  L. 
56  Am.  Deo.  694.       •  324,  26  AU.  064,  30  A.  8.  B.  652^  20 

2.  CaldweU  v.  Tott,  10  Lea  (Tenn.)  L.R.A.  719. 

258,  43  Am.  Rep.  307;  McOhee  v.  Ed-  4.  Elliott  v.  Hodgson,  133  Ga.  309, 
wards,  87  Tenn.  506,  11  S.  W.  316,  65  S.  E.  405,  134  A.  S.  R.  206. 
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request  of  their  owner;  and  such  Ufin  is  enforceable  though  the  piop- 
erby  is  by  law  exempt  from  execution.* 

5.  Necessity  of  Possessioii  under  Agreement  with  Owner, — ^In  order 
to  establish  a  lien  Uie  possesion  of  the  animals  delivered  for  keeping 
must  be  and  remain  in  the  livery  stable  keeper,*  but  while  it  is  clear 
that  a  liveryman  who  permits  a  horse  to  d^art  on  the  credit  of  the 
owner  loses  his  lien  and  cannot  afterwards  assert  it,  if  the  owner 
is  merely  permitted  to  take  his  horse  out  temporarily,  with  no  inten- 
tion upon  either  side  of  terminating  the  contract  of  keeping  for  hire, 
this  does  not  constitute  such  a  taking  or  yielding  of  possession  as  to 
release  the  lien.'  Nor  will  a  liveryman  lose  his  lien  by  levying  upon 
the  live  stock  in  his  own  possession,  although  it  may  technically  be 
argued  that  by  so  doing  the  property  goes  into  the  possession  of  the 
officer  making  the  levy,  with  the  consent  of  the  liveryman.  This 
conclusion  that  the  right  of  lien  continues  notwithstanding  the  levy 
is  particularly  true  where  the  officer  lets  the  lien  owner  retain  posses- 
sion of  the  property  levied  upon.*  An  innkeepar  at  common  law  was 
entitled  to  his  lien  although  the  horse  delivered  to  him  for  keeping 
by  his  guest  might  belong  to  another,  and  have  been  wrongfully 
taken  or  stolen  by  the  gu^t,'  provided  that  the  innkeeper  had  no 
notice  of  the  wrong  and  acted  honestly,^*  but  it  has  been  held  in 
a  number  of  decisions  that  liverymen,  even  where  they  are  by  statute 
given  a  lien  for  services  the  same  as  the  innkeeper's  hen  at  common 
law,  are  not  protected  in  the  same  degree,^^  and  where  the  lien  is 
created  merely  as  a  lien  for  services  roadered,  it  has  been  declared 
that  the  liveryman's  dealings  must  be  with  the  owner  of  the  animals 
delivered  for  keeping  or  some  one  authorized  by  him.  It  is  not  a 
question  of  notice  but  a  matter  of  property  right,  and  the  liveryman 
is  required  to  make  the  same  inquiries  as  to  ownership  as  a  purdiaser 
would  be  required  to  make.  The  doctrine  of  caveat  emptor  is  con- 
sidered to  apply  with  equal  force  in  both  casee,  and  so  one  having 

6.  Flint  ▼.  tnhrs,  66  Minn.  57,  68     9.  Lowe     Woods,  100  Cal.  408,  34 

N.  W.  514,  61  A.  S.  R.  391.  Pae.  959,  38  A.  S.  B.  301;  Sargent 

6.  Fisbell  t.  Morris,  57  Conn.  547,  v.  Usher,  55  N.  H.  287,  30  Am.  Rep. 
18  Atl.  717,  6  L.R.A.  82  and  note;  208;  OrinneU  v.  Cook,  3  HUl  (N.  T.) 
Eriekson  v.  Lampi,  160  Mich.  92, 113  485,  38  Am.  Deo.  663. 

N.  W.  778, 121  A.  S.  B.  607.  And  see  10.  Sullivan  v.  Clifton,  55  N.  J.  L. 

ANtUALS,  vol.  1,  p.  1081.  324,  26  Atl.  964,  39  A.  S.  R.  652,  20 

7.  Drammond  V.  Griffin,  114  Me.  120,  L.R.A.  719;  Grinneli  v.  Cook,  3  Hill 
95  A«.  506,  L.B.A.1916B  748;  Cald-  (N.  Y.)  485,  38  Am.  Dec.  663;  McGhee 
weU  V.  Tutt,  10  Lea  (Tonn.)  258,  43  v.  Edwards,  87  Tenn.  506,  11  S.  W. 
Am.  Rep.  307;  Lambert  v.  Nieldaes,  316,  3  L.RA.  654.  And  see  Innkeep- 
45  W.  Va.  527,  31  S.  E.  951,  72  A.  ebs,  vol.  14,  p.  540  et  seq. 

S.  R.  828,  44  L.R.A.  561.  11.  Sullivan  v.  Clifton.  65  N.  J.  L. 

Note:  16  Eng.  Rul.  Gas.  97.  324,  26  Atl.  964,  39  A.  S.  R.  652,  20 

8.  Lambert  v.  Nicklass,  45  W.  Va.  L.R.A.  719;  McGhee  v.  Edwards,  87 
527,  31  S.  E.  951,  72  A.  S.  B.  828,  Tenn.  506, 11  S.  W.  316,  3  L.B.A.  654 
44  LR.A.  561. 
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po6ses»OD  of  a  horse  under  an  agreement  to  purchase  by  which  the 
vendor  retains  title  until  payment  is  made  cannot,  as  against  the 
vendor,  deal  with  a  stable  keeper  so  as  to  create  a  lien  for  board 
and  care.**  There  are,  however,  auUiorities  to  the  effect  that  where 
one  who  has  wrongfully  obtained  possession  of  a  horse  leaves  it  with 
a  livery  stable  keeper/ a  lien  exists  in  favor  of  the  latter  against  the 
owner.*' 

6.  Priority  as  between  Lien  and  Chattel  Mortgage. — Upon  the 
question  of  priority  as  between  the  lien  of  a  liveryman  for  tiie  keep 
of  a  horse  and  the  lien  of  a  prior  chattel  mortgage  of  the  same  animal, 
there  is  some  difference  of  opinion,  but  the  weight  of  authority  is 
to  the  effect  that  in  the  al^nce  of  the  express  or  implied  consent  of 
the  mort^gee  to  the  deliver  to  the  livery  stable  keeper,  the  lien 
of  the  mortgagee,  under  a  prior  recorded  chattel  mortgage,  takes  prece- 
dence over  the  statutory  lien  of  the  livery  stable  keeper.**  In  the 
absence  of  express  provision  to  that  ^ect  there  would  seem  to  be  no 
reason  to  exempt  a  livery  stable  keeper  more  than  any  other  person 
from  the  force  and  effect  of  registration  laws  which  proceed  upon 
the  idea  that  no  one  with  notice  of  a  mortgage  on  p«*sonal  property 
has  the  right  to  deal  with  it,  in  any  wise,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
mortgagee,  and  that,  with  knowledge  or  notice  of  the  existence  of 
the  mortage,  he  can  acquire  no  rights  in  or  title  to  the  properly 
mortgaged  which  are  not  in  subordination  to  those  of  Uie  mortgagee.** 
If  the  mortgage  is  not  filed  or  recorded  the  liveryman's  lien  is  first, 
but  if  there  is  one  filed  or  recorded  it  will  disclose  upon  its  face 
who  is  the  mortgagee  and  what  his  claim  amounts  to.  The  livery 
stable  keeper  may  therefore  refuse  to  accept  any  animals  until  he  is 
protected  in  his  charges.**   Where  this  view  obtains,  a  mortgagee 

12.  Lowe  V.  Woods,  100  Cal.  408,  Nat.  Bank,  98  Ala.  628,  13  So.  764, 
34  Pac.  959.  38  A.  S.  R.  301;  Sargent  22  L.R.A.  78;  Rohrer  v.  Ross,  53  Colo. 
V.  Usher,  55  N.  H.  287,  20  Am.  Rep.  328,  125  Pac.  489,  Ann.  Caa.  1914B 
208.  315  and  note;  National  Bank  of  Com- 

13.  Case  v.  Allen,  21  Kan.  217,  30  merce  v.  Jones,  18  Okla.  555,  91  Pae. 
Am.  Rep.  425.  191,  11  Ann.  Cas.  1041  and  not*,  12 

14.  Chapman  v.  Montgomery  First  LJl.A.(N.S.)  310;  McGhee  v.  Ed- 
Nat.  Bank,  98  Ala.  528,  13  So.  764,  wards,  87  Tenn.  506,  11  S.  W.  316, 
22  L.R.A.  78;  Rohrer  V.  Ro38,  53  Colo.  3  L.R.A.  654.  And  see  Chattel 
328,  125  Pac.  489,  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  Mortgages,  vol.  5,  p.  448;  Records. 
315  and  note;  Eriekson  v.  Lampi,  150  In  Drumraond  v.  Griffin,  114  Me. 
Midi.  92,  113  N.  W.  778,  121  A.  S.  120,  95  Atl.  506,  L.R.A.19I6B  748, 
R.  GO";  Sargent  v.  Usher,  55  N.  H.  it  is  held  that  one  boarding  horses 
287,  20  Am.  Rep.  208;  Sullivan  v.  used  in  the  daily  business  of  a  mer- 
Clifton,  55  N.  J.  L.  324,  26  Atl.  964,  chant  relinquishes  his  lien  for  their 
39  A.  S.  R.  652,  20  L.R.A.  719;  Na-  keep  in  favor  of  a  chattel  mort^ee 
tional  Bank  of  Commerce  v.  Jones,  18  by  permitting  them  to  go  into  posses- 
Okla.  555,  91  Pac.  191,  11  Ann.  Caa.  sion  of  their  owner  for  their  castom- 
1041,  12  L.R.A.{N.S.)  310  and  note,  ary  service  after  the  recording  of  the 

Note:  6  L.R.A.  82.  mortgage  upon  them. 

16.  Chapman  v.  Montgomery  First      16.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  316. 
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who  coiisents  expressly  or  impliedly  to  the  placing  of  the  meotgaged 
animals  in  charge  of  the  livery  stable  keeper  waives  his  prior  lien,^^ 
but  the  mere  fact  of  leaving  the  mortgaged  animals  in  the  mortgagor's 
possession  does  not  constitute  such  waiver.  In  some  jurisdictions, 
however,  the  statutory  lien  of  a  livery  stable  keeper  takes  precedence 
over  a  prior  recorded  chattel  mortgage  on  the  ground  that  where 
the  mortgagee  does  not  take  the  possession  of  the  animals  but  leaves 
them  with  the  mortgage^*,  he  thereby  assents  to  the  creation  of  a 
statutory  lien  for  any  expenditure  reasonably  necessary  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  the  thing  mortgaged,  and  that  such  keying  and  preserva- 
tion are  as  much  for  the  interest  of  the  mortgagee  as  the  mortgagor.^' 
But  even  in  dedsiona  sustaining  the  superiority  of  the  liveryman's 
lien  it  is  held  that  the  extent  of  such  lien  should  he  limited  to  reason- 
able charges,  and  is  not  governed  by  the  contract  price.*"  It  is 
sometimes  provided  by  statute  that  the  lien  of  the  livery  stable  keeper 
takes  preference  over  all  other  liens  on  tiie  animal,  but  such  a  statute 
cannot  be  held  to  apply  to  mortgages  existing  as  valid  liens  prior 
to  its  adoption,  because  to  give  it  such  effect  would  impair  vested 
property  rights  and  the  obligation  of  contracts,  and  would  therefore 
be  unconstitutionaL' 

ni.  iEtlGHTS  AND  LlABILITIBS 

7.  Liability  as  Bailee. — ^The  liability  of  a  livery  stable  keeper  for 
injury  to  or  loss  of  a  patron's  property  is  that  of  a  bailee  for  hire, 
who  is  bound  to  take  ordinary  care  oi  the  property.*  If  tiite  proxi- 
mate cause  of  the  injury  or  loss  is  the  want  of  ordinary  care  upon 
the  part  of  the  liveryman,  &e  bailor  is  entitled  to  recover  damages, 
and  so  where  a  horse  escapes  from  a  stable  and  a  fair  inference,  in 
the  absence  of  direct  evidence  upon  the  manner  of  its  escape,  would 
lead  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  enabled  to  escape  through  certain 
negligent  acts  of  ^e  liveryman  or  of  persons  for  whose  acts  he 
was  responsible,  recovery  in  damages  may  be  had.*  In  determining 
the  liability  of  a  liveryman  the  general  principle  is  of  course  appli- 

17.  Drummond  v.  GrifBn,  114  Me.  Ann.  Caa.  1041,  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  310. 
120.  95  Atl.  506,  L.R.A.1916B  748.         Note:  Ann.  Cas.  19143  317. 

Note;  H  Ann.  Caa.  1046.  And  see  Constitdtional  Law,  vol. 

18.  Notes:  6  L.R.A.  82;  U  Ann.  8,  p.  369. 

Cas.  1045.  2.  Adams  t.  Cost,  62  Md.  264,  50 

19.  Case  v.  Allen,  21  Kan.  217,  30  Am.  Rep.  211;  Swann  v.  Brown,  51 
Am.  Rep.  425.  And  see  Chattel  N.  C.  150,  72  Am.  Dec.  568:  Sargent 
MoRTOAGKS,  vol.  5,  p.  448.  V.  Slack,  47  Vt.  674,  19  Am.  Rep.  136. 

20.  Case  r.  Allen,  21  Kan.  217,  30  Note:  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  348. 

Am.  Rep.  425.  And  see  Bailkbnts,  vol.  3,  p.  96 

Note:  11  Ann.  Cas.  1044.  et  seq. 

1.  National  Bank  of  Commerce  t.  3.  Swann  v.  Brown,  51  N.  C  150, 
Jones,  18  Okla.  555,  91  Pac.  191,  11  72  Am.  Dee.  668. 
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cable  that  the  negligence  of  the  servant  acting  under  the  master's 
directions,  express  or  implied,  is  the  negligence  of  the  master,  and 
3o  where  a  horse  is  taken  out  by  the  servant  of  a  liveryman  in  the 
course  of  attending  to  it  and  is  injured  or  killed  by  riding  it  immod- 
erately, the  keeper  of  the  stable  must  make  compezuation  for  the 
loss.  It  is  otherwise,  however,  if  the  horse  was  taken  out  and  ridden 
at  the  time  of  its  death  by  the  authority,  express  or  implied,  of  the 
owner,  and  also  if  the  servant  rode  the  horse  without  authority  of 
the  liveryman,  since  he  could  not  be  then  considered  as  engaged 
in  the  performance  of  a  service  as^gned  by  his  employer.*  Contribu- 
tory negUgence  upon  the  part  of  the  owner  must  also  be  considered 
in  determining  the  liveryman's  liability,  and  thus  when  a  horse  left 
at  a  livery  stable  got  loose  and  ate  from  an  open  bag  of  grain  on 
the  floor  and  was  afterward  injured  by  being  driven  a  long  distance, 
the  jury  should  be  permitted  to  pass  upon  the  question  as  to  whether 
Uie  horse  had  been  fastened  by  the  owner  or  the  liveryman,  where 
that  question  is  in  dispute,  and  also  upon  the  question  as  to  whether 
the  owner  should  not  have  taken  proper  precautions  in  driving  his 
horse  when  he  learned  that  it  had  eaten  the  grain.*  Moreover,  in 
accordance  with  the  general  rule,  the  negligence  of  the  livery  stable 
keeper  or  his  servants  must  be  the  proximate  cause  of  the  injury.* 
A  liveryman  cannot  be  considered  an  insurer  of  the  safety  and  care 
of  the  horses  or  property  intrusted  to  him,'  and  accordingly  he  is 
not  liable  for  injury  sustained  by  a  horse,  through  the  fact  that  it 
had  gotten  loose  in  the  night,  where  it  appears  that  the  horse  was 
cared  for  in  the  usual  and  customary  manner  of  caring  for  horses 
in  Uvery  stables,  and  in  the  same  manner  that  the  owner  himself 
cared  for  the  horse."  So  where  injury  is  occasioned  by  the  burning 
of  a  livery  stable,  the  owner  of  the  property  cannot  recover  in  the 
absence  of  evidence  indicating  that  the  origin  of  the  fire  grew  out 
of  any  cause  allowed  to  exist  or  set  in  motion  by  the  liveryman.* 
But  liability  exists  wh^  the  liveryman  has  been  guilty  of  neg^gence 
in  connection  with  the  starting  of  the  fire,  or  where  he  might  have 
saved  the  owner's  property  after  the  fire  started  by  the  exercise  of 
ordinary  care.*°  A  livery  stable  kee[}er  who  stores  a  vehicle  for  the 
owner  under  an  agreement  whi<^  does  not  expressly  sperafy  any 

4.  Adams  t.  Cost,  62  Md.  264,  50     Note:  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  348. 

Am.  Rep.  211.  And  see  gaierally,  8.  Bi^^  v.  Acree,  87  Ark.  318, 112 
Masteb  and  Servant.  S.  W.  879,  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  187. 

5.  Dennis  v.  Huyck,  48  Mieb.  620,  9.  Bradley  v.  Cunningham,  61  Cotin. 
12  N.  W.  878,  42  Am.  Rep.  479.  485,  23  AU.  932,  15  LE.A.  679. 

6.  Note:  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  348.  And  Notes:  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  348;  28 
see  Proximate  Cause.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  188. 

7.  Bigger  v.  Acree,  87  Ark.  318, 112  10.  Weiek  v.  Dongherty,  139  Ky. 
S.  W.  879,  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  187  and  528,  90  S.  W.  966,  S  IIB.A.(N.S.) 
note;  Dennis  v.  Huyck,  48  Mich.  620,  348  and  note. 

12  N.  W.  878,  42  Am.  Rep.  479. 
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particular  stable,  though  both  expect  that  it  will  be  k^t  at  the  main 
stable,  at  which  place  only  it  is  eoveied  by  an  insurance  policy,  is 
not  liable  for  the  loss  oi  the  vehicle  by  fiie  while  stored  in  another 
stable  also  used  in  his  business,  where  he  did  not  in  fact  know  of 
the  limitation  of  the  insurance,  althou^  a  similar  Umitatum  existed 
in  policies  upon  his  own  v^icles.^^ 

8.  Liability  for  Injuries  to  Patrons;  In  GeneraL— While  the  pro- 
prietors of  stage  coaches,  hacks  and  omnibuses,  who  hold  themselves 
out  to  the  public  as  general  conveyers  of  passmgers  from  place  to 
place  for  hire  with  their  own  drivers,  may  be  induded  in  Uie  class 
known  as  public  or  common  carriers  of  passengers,  livery  stable  keep- 
ers, whose  business  it  is  to  care  for  the  horses  and  carriages  of  others, 
and  to  let  their  own  hoises  and  carriages  either  wiUi  or  wiUiout  drivers, 
are  not  oommon  carriers  of  passengers  within  the  legal  meaning  of 
that  term.  By  merely  carrying  on  a  livery  stable  bunness  the  pro- 
prietors of  it  do  not  hold  themselves  out  as  undertaking,  for  hire,  to 
carry  indiscriminately  any  persons  who  may  apply,  either  to  certain 
places,  or  to  places  to  which  they  may  desire  to  be  carried.  Further- 
more, those  who  hire  carriages  from  livery  stable  keepers  are  not 
necessarily  conveyed  by  the  vehiclee,  horses,  and  drivers  chosen  by 
the  proprietor,  but  may,  in  a  measure,  protect  themselves  by  selecting 
the  particular  carriage,  horse,  and  driver  they  wish  to  hire,  and  so 
the  rule  of  law  which  requires  the  strictest  and  highest  degree  of 
diligence  of  a  public  carrier  of  passengers  is  not  applicable  to  a 
mere  livery  stable  keeper.  Such  a  one  undertakes  to  possess  the  skill 
adequate  to  the  undertaking,  and  promises  to  exercise  due  diligence 
and  care  in  its  performance,  but  ordinary  skill,  diligence  and  pru- 
dence, such  as  a  reasonably  prudent  man  woidd  exercise  in  the  con- 
duct of  his  own  business  or  in  the  preservation  of  his  own  property, 
are  all  t^at  the  law  exacts  from  him,  and  he  may  discharge  himself 
from  liability  for  accident  by  showing  that  he  exerdsed  the  usual 
skill,  care,  and  diligence  ordinarily  exercised  by  those  engaged  in 
the  same  pursuit,  to  furnish  a  safe  coach,  harness  and  horses,  and  a 
competent  and  careful  driver.'*  Thus  where  sn  accident  arises 
through  a  defect  in  the  harness,  the  proper  inquiry  is  as  to  whether 
such  defect  was  discoverable  by  the  exewase  of  ordinary  care."  And 
the  same  degree  of  care  will  apply  in  the  selection  of  a  driver.** 

11.  Biadknr  v.  Cimiiing^uuiif  01  Omeniny  as  to  an  eommon 
Conn.  485,  &  Ati.  932,  16  L.B.A.  679.  earriera,  see  Gabbisbs,  toL  4,  p.  540 

IS.  Stanley  v.  Steele,  77  Conn.  688,  et  seq. 
60  AtL  640,  2  Ann.  Cas.  842  and  note,     13.  Stanley  v.  Steele^  77  Conn.  688,* 
69  laCA.  561:  MeOiegor  v.  GUI,  U4  60  AtL  640, 2  Ann.  Caa.  342, 69  LiLA 
Tenn.  521, 86  8.  W.  318, 108  A.  8.  R.  56L 

14.  MeOregor  v.  GiD,  114  Tenn.  621, 
Notea:  2S  L.B.A.(N.8.)   372;  16  86  S.  W.  318,  108  A.  8.  R.  919. 


Ann.  Caa.  506. 


Note:  2  Ann.  Caa.  344  (holding, 
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A  somewhat  stricter  rule  has,  however,  been  indicated  in  some  of  the 
cases,  it  being  stated  that  due  care  and  reasonable  diligence  in  any 
business  involving  the  personal  safety  and  lives  of  others  are  nothing 
less  than  most  watchful  care  and  active  diligence,  and  therefore  that 
a  livery  stable  keeper  is  answerable  to  the  hirer  for  an  injury  which 
happens  by  reason  of  a  defect  in  a  vehicle  hired,  which  might  have 
been  discovered  by  the  most  careful  and  thorough  examination; 
though  not  for  an  injury  which  happens  by  reason  of  a  hidden  defect, 
which  could  not,  upon  such  examination,  have  been  discovered.** 
WhUe  the  liability  of  a  liveryman  for  injuriee  sustained  by  the  person 
or  persons  hiring  his  carriages  is  based  upon  a  contractual  relation, 
it  is  not  necessary  that  the  contract  be  directly  between  the  liveryman 
and  the  injured  occupant  of  the  carriage.  Thus,  for  instance,  though 
a  contract  for  carriages  for  a  funeral  is  made  by  a  member  or  friend 
of  the  family,  and  the  undertaker  furnishing  the  carriages  knows 
only  in  a  general  way  &e  number  and  names  of  those  who  are  to  be 
b^nsported,  his  contract  duty  of  care  exists  in  favor  of  each  passenger, 
and  he  cannot  escape  from  liability  on  the  ground  that  he  sublet 
the  contract  to  furnish  carriages  to  an  independent  contractor,  if 
the  employer  did  not  consent  to  the  subcontract.**  The  duty  to 
exercise  ordinary  care  is  not,  however,  applicable  in  the  case  of  one 
who  is  in  the  vehicle  of  a  liveryman  without  his  knowledge  or  con- 
sent, and  is  injured  by  careless  driving,  and  in  such  a  case,  the  person 
providing  the  vehicle  is  liable,  if  at  all,  only  for  gross  negligence.^' 
9.  Warranty  as  to  Character  of  Horse. — ^Where  a  livery  stable 
keeper  has  hired  out  a  horse  to  a  customer  the  relation  is  that  of 
bailor  and  bailee  for  hire,  and  the  former  assumes  the  liability  which 
the  contract  of  bailment  imposes.  When  he  lets  a  horse  for  hire 
he  impliedly  promises  or  warranto  that  the  animal  is  fit  and  suitable 
for  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  hired.  It  is  the  duty  of  a  livery 
stable  keeper  to  inform  himself  of  the  habits  and  disposition  of  the 
horses  which  he  hires  out,  and  if  he  knows  they  .are  dangerous  and 
unsuitable,  or  with  care  could  have  learned  it,  he  is  liable  to  his 
customers  for  injuries  resulting  from  the  vicious  propensities  of  the 
horse  hired.  It  will  not  be  sufficient  for  him  to  allege  that  he  did 
not  know  a  particular  horse  was  unsuitable,  because  his  warranty 
is  against  defects  or  vicious  habits  which  he  knows,  or  which  by  the 
exwcise  of  reasonable  care  he  could  have  known. It  has  been  held, 

however,  that  the  ocenrrence  of  an  147  Ky.  506, 145  S.  W.  155,  39  L.R.A. 

accident  due  to  the  way  in  which  a  (N.S.)  227. 

■vehicle  ia  driven  is  prima  fade  evi-     17.  Siegrist  v.  Arnot,  86  Mo.  200, 

dence  of  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  56  Am.  Rep.  425. 
driver).  18.  Lynch  v.  Richardson,  163  Mass. 

15.  Hadlev  v.  Cross,  34  Vt.  586,  80  160,  39  N.  E.  801,  47  A.  S.  R.  444; 
Am.  Dec.  699.  Conn  v.  Hansberger,  224  Pa.  St.  154, 

16.  John  H.  Radel  Co.  v.  Borches,  73  Atl.  324, 132  A.  S.  R.  770  and  note, 
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however,  that  one  who  lets  a  horse  does  not  warrant  that  it  ia  free 
from  defects  which  he  does  not  know  of  and  could  not  have  dis- 
covered by  the  exercise  of  due  care.^*  In  an  action  againet  a  livery 
stable  keeper  for  hiring  out  a  vicious  horse  to  a  customer  who  was 
injured  by  it,  the  burden  of  proving  both  the  animal's  viciousness 
and  the  scienter  are  upon  the  customer,  but  after  the  customer  had 
introduced  this  evidence  the  burden  ia  shifted  to  the  livery  stable 
keeper  to  prove  that  the  animal  was  not  vicious,  that  if  it  were  he  was 
ignorant  of  it,  and  that  he  had  exercised  proper  care  to  inform  himself 
as  to  its  habite.  He  may  also  use  a  defense  that  the  animal's  conduct 
was  occasioned  by  the  customer,  or  by  some  event  which  would  have 
produced  the  same  effect  on  a  gentle  horse,  or  that  the  hirer  knew 
of  the  vicious  habit  of  the  horse  and  took  the  risk  upon  himself, 
fOT  one  hiring  a  horse  from  a  liveryman  knowing  of  its  vicious  habits 
assumes  the  risk  of  injury  therefrom.'*^  Evidence  to  the  ^ect  that 
a  liveryman  had  kept  a  horse  in  his  use  for  one  or  two  years,  and 
that  different  persons  who  had  never  owned  the  horse  knew  of  his 
viciousness,  warrants  the  jury  in  finding  that  the  viciousness  was 
known  to  the  owner,  or  that  it  could  have  been  known  to  him  had 
he  exercised  reasonable  care.'  That  the  hirer  of  a  horse  sets  out  a 
,  spedal  warranty  of  gentleness  in  his  complaint  to  recover  damages 
for  injuries  caused  by  its  vicious  conduct  will  not  prevent  his  recov- 
ering on  an  implied  warranty  arising  from  the  contract  of  hiring, 
if  he  suflicientiy  alleges  the  contract  out  of  which  such  warranty 
arises,  and  a  customer  injured  by  a  vicious  horse  let  by  a  liveryman 
may  sue  for  his  damages  either  for  breach  of  the  owner's  implied 
warranty  to  furnish  a  safe  animal,  or  in  tort  for  his  negligent  failure 
to  do  so.' 

10.  Liability  for  Kegligence  of  Driver  or  Employee. — livery- 
man who  lets  a  team  with  a  driver  is  required  to  exercise  reasonable 
care  in  selecting  such  driver,  and  where  the  person  hiring  the  team 
or  vehicle  has  no  control  over  the  driver  other  than  to  indicate  what 
he  shall  do  and  where  he  shall  go,  the  driver  still  remains  t^e  ser\'- 
ant  of  the  liveryman  and  the  liveryman  is  therefore  liable  for  inju- 
ries inflicted  upon  a  third  person  due  to  the  negligence  of  the  driver 
and  not  of  the  occupant  of  the  carriage,  and  it  has  been  declared 
that  this  rule  holds  true  although  the  hirer  has  expressly  requested 

16  Ann.  Gas.  504  and  note,  25  L.R.A.  St.  154,  73  Atl.  324,  132  A.  S.  R.  770, 

(N.S.)  372  and  note.  16  Ann.  Gas.  504,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

Note:  19  L.R.A.  283.  372. 

lOi  Copeland  v.  Draper,  157  Mass.  Note:  10  L.R.A.  283. 

558,  32  N.  £.  944,  34  A.  S.  R.  314,  1.  Lynch  v.  Richardson,  163  Mass. 


20.  Gonn  v.  Honsbergar,  224  Fa.     2.  Conn  v.  Honsberger,  224  Fa.  St. 


19  L.R.A.  283  and  note. 


160,  39  N.  E.  801,  47  A.  S.  R.  444. 
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the  services  of  a  particular  driver.*  An  occupant  of  a  hired  carriage 
cannot  hold  the  liveryman  liable  for  injury  due  to  the  running 
away  of  the  team  daring  the  absence  of  the  driver  if  the  act  of  the 
driver  in  leaving  the  carriage  unattended  was  at  the  request  or  with 
the  consent  of  the  occupant,  but  the  liveryman  cannot  avoid  lia- 
bility upon  the  ground  that  the  driver  in  leaving  the  carriage  for  a 
purpose  of  Ms  own  was  acting  outside  the  scope  of  his  employment, 
for  the  injury  resulted  not  from  what  he  did  while  acting  independ- 
ently of  his  employment,  but  by  reason  of  his  negligence  in  leaving 
the  carriage.*  It  has  been  held  that  a  liveryman  is  liable  for  an 
injury  to  a  customer  through  the  act  of  his  employee  in  negligently 
or  w^fuUy  colliding  with  the  customer  while  such  employee  was 
going  from  one  to  another  portion  of  his  day's  work.* 

11.  Liability  of  Person  Hiring. — ^Wherea  horse  and  vehicle  which 
have  been  hired  to  a  customer  by  a  liveryman  are  injured  the  latter 
must  suffer  the  loss  if  proper  cara  in  handling  the  property  hired 
to  the  customer  has  been  exercis^  by  him^  and  the  latter  cannot  be 
held  liable  therefor.*  But  notwithstanding  this  rule,  the  customer 
may  as  bailee  recover  damages  for  such  injuries  caused  by  the  negli- 
gence of  a  third  person.'  A  hirer  of  a  horse  and  wagon  from  a  livery 
stable  keeper  is,  however,  liable  to  the  liveryman  for  injuries  result- 
ing thereto  by  reason  of  his  negligence,  or  that  of  his  servant,*  but  ' 
the  burden  of  proof  is  on  the  liveryman  to  show  that  the  horse  or 
wagon  was  sound  when  delivered  and  that  the  injuries  were  caused 
by  the  negligence  of  the  hirer.*  This  liability  may  exist  although 
the  contract  of  hire  is  made  on  Sunday.  A  liveryman  like  an  inn- 
keeper is  expected  to  perform  certain  business  acta  on  Sunday  and 
to  furnish  accommodations  to  those  who  cfdl  on  him.  The  rule 
sustained  by  the  authorities  appears  to  be  that  for  purposes  of  pleas- 
ure, or  for  ordinary  business,  or  travel  a  contract  of  hire  if  made 
on  Sunday  should  be  held  as  void;  if  otherwise,  for  example,  if  few 
purposes  of  necessity,  comfort  or  diarity,  it  should  be  conadered 
valid.  It  is  the  duly  of  the  liveryman  to  znake  inquiry  and  dis(nrimi- 
nate  between  such  as  are  or  are  not  within  the  meaning  and  spirit 

154,  73  AU.  324,  132  A.  S.  R.  770,  147  Ky.  506, 145  8.  W.  155,  89  LJt.A. 
■16  Ann.  Cas.  504,  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)   (N.S.)  227. 

372.  6.  Ryan  v.  Eeane,  211  Mass.  643, 

3.  Frerker  V.  Nicholson,  41  Colo.  12,  98  N.  E.  590,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  142. 
92  Pac.  224, 14  Ann.  Cas.  730  and  note,  6.  Brewster  v.  Warner,  136  Uan. 
13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1122  and  note;  Hus-  57,  49  Am.  Rep.  5. 

aey  v.  Praney,  205  Mass.  413,  91  N.     Not«:  19  L.R.A.  283. 
E.  391,  137  A.  S.  R.  460  and  note;      7.  Brewster  v.  Warner,  136  Mass. 
Qibson  v.  Bessemer,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  226  57,  49  Am.  Rep.  5. 
Pa.  St.  198,  75  Atl.  194,  18  Ann.  Caa.     8.  Pickens  v.  Diecker,  21  Ohia  8t 
535,  27  L.R.A.(N.8.)  689.  212,  8  Am.  Rep.  55. 

Note:  Ann.  Gas.  1913A  886.   .  9.  Note:  19  LR.A.  283. 

4.  John  H.  Rftdel  Co.  t.  Borehes, 
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of  the  exceptions.  But  even  if  the  contract  of  hiring  is  illegal  the 
liveryman  still  has,  under  some  drcumstances  at  least,  a  right  to 
recover  upon  the  wrongful  conversion  of  the  horse  by  misuse  and 
abuse,  and  such  action  may  be  maintained  irrespective  of  the  contract 
Where  the  contract  for  hire  is  invalid,  no  reference  to  it  need  be 
made,  although  it  may  be  used  to  show  how  and  upon  what  teiras 
the  horse  came  into  the  possession  of  the  hirer.**  Where  the  horae 
injured  by  the  negligence  of  a  hirer  has  been  loaned  to  the  Uvery 
stable  keeper,  the  p^^ment  by  the  liveryman  of  the  claim  of  the 
owner  against  him  and  his  bailee  for  the  value  of  the  horse  will 
preclude  further  proceedings  against  the  bailee  upon  the  owner's 
claim,  although  tibe  stable  keeper  takes  an  assignmfflit  of  it  for  the 
purpose  of  enforcing  the  primary  liabihty  of  the  bailee.**  Where 
the  hirer  of  a  conveyance  and  driver  directs  the  latter  to  do  a  certain 
negligent  act,  wherry  injury  is  caused  to  the  property  of  the  livery 
stable  keeper,  the  hirer  is  liable  therefor  ** 

12.  Liability  of  Liveryman  for  Acts  of  Person  Hiring. — ^The  rela- 
tion between  a  livery  stable  keeper  and  one  who  hires  from  him  a 
horse  or  carriage  is  that  of  bailor  and  bailee,  and  the  contract  between 
them  for  the  hire  and  use  of  the  chattels  constitutes  a  bailment, 
and  consequently  the  question  aa  to  the  Uabilily  of  the  liveryman 
for  the  acts  of  the  hirer  must  be  determined  in  accordance  with  the 
law  of  bailments.  While  it  is  generally  recognized  that  a  bailor  is 
not  responsible  to  a  third  person  for  the  negligence  of  the  bailee  or 
his  servants,  th^  is  a  conflict  of  authority  aa  to  whether  or  not 
the  negligence  of  a  bailee  is  imputable  to  the  bailor  so  as  to  defeat 
a  recovery  by  him  in  an  action  against  a  stranger  for  injury  to  or 
destruction  of  the  property  in  the  hands  of  (he  bailee.  Numerous 
decisions  deny  that  the  bailee's  negligence  can  thus  affect  the  rights 
of  the  bailor,*'  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  courts  in  many  jurisdic- 
tions hold  that  the  negligence  of  the  bailee  is  imputable  to  the  bailor 
in  the  same  way  that  the  n^Ugence  of  a  servant  is  imputed  to  his 
master.** 

IV.  Control  of  Livery  Stables  by  Courts  and  Municipalities 

13.  Control  by  Courts. — stable,  whether  private  or  used  in  the 
conduct  of  a  livery  buriness,  is  not  necessarily  and  prima  facie  a 

10.  Stewart  Davis.  31  Ark.  618,  Gas.  535  and  note,  27  L.B.A.(N.S.) 
25  Am.  Rep.  576;  HaU  Corcoran,  689  and  note,  holding  that  a  livery 
107  Mass.  251,  9  Am.  Rep.  30.  stable  keeper  is  not  prevented  from 

11.  Tanner  v.  Bowen,  34  Mont.  121,  holding  a  railroad  company  liable  for 
85  Pac.  876,  116  A.  S.  R.  529,  9  Ann.  negligently  killing  a  horse  by  the  fact 
C8a.517,7L.R.A.(N.S.)  534andnot&  that  the  negligence  of  the  hirer,  in 

IS.  Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1913A  889.       whose  possession  the  animal  was,  eon- 
13.  Oibson  v.  Bessemer,  etc,  R.  Co.,  tributed  to  the  injury). 
226  Pa.  St.  198,  75  Atl.  194,  18  Ann.     14  Notes:  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  690;  18 
R.  C.  L.  VoL  XVn.— 67.  1057 
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nuisance  or  a  nuisance  per  se,"  and  therefore,  when  an  injunction 
to  restrain  the  erection  or  maintenance  of  a  stable  is  asked  for,  the 
granting  or  withholding  thereof*  is  a  matter  to  be  determined  by  the 
facte  in  ike  case.  In  determining  such  a  case,  it  ^ould  be  considered 
that  there  must  be  places  in  towns  for  l:eeping  the  horses  of  the 
people  living  in  them  or  resorting  thither;  and  if  such  places  do  not 
annoy  others,  they  are  both  harmless  and  useful  creations.  But, 
on  the  contrary,  if  they  be  so  built,  so  kept,  or  so  used  as  to  destroy 
the  comfort  of  persons  owning  and  occupying  adjoining  premises 
and  impair  their  value  as  places  of  halntation,  stables  do  thereby 
become  nuisances.  And  so  where  it  appears  that  a  stable  is  negli- 
gently kept  and  offensively  filthy,  or  is  disturbingly  noisy  by  reason 
of  the  stamping  of  horses  on  a  wwden  floor,  the  property  owner  may 
maintain  an  action  for  damages  for  injury  to  the  value  of  his  prop- 
erly caused, thereby,**  or  may  secure  an  injunction  to  restrain  the 
continued  use  of  the  stable.  The  character  of  a  stable  as  a  nuisance 
may  arise  by  reason  of  its  locality  and  construction  as  well  as  the 
manner  of  keeping  it,  and  where  it  appears  that  the  owners  do  not 
propose  to  ke^  it  in  a  manner  which  will  be  less  offensive  or  inju- 
rious than  theretofore,  and  it  seems  that,  as  it  is  located  and  con- 
structed, it  cannot  be  kept  so  as  not  to  be  a  nuisance,  the  injunction 
will  be  made  perpetual.*'  But  where  its  character  as  a  nuisance 
may  be  abated,  by  a  change  in  the  manner  of  its  operation,  the  injunc- 
tion will  merely  restrain  the  offen^ve  operation  without  forbidding 
the  continuance  of  the  bu^ness.*^  It  is  not,  however,  every  diminu- 
tion of  the  income  or  value  of  adjoining  property  nor  every  species 
of  injury  that  will  entitle  a  complainant  to  a  remedy  by  injunction. 
A  livery  stable  in  a  town  adjacent  to  buildings  occupied  as  private 
residences  is,  under  any  circumstances,  a  matter  of  some  inconvenience 
and  annoyance  and  must,  more  or  lees,  affect  the  comfort  of  the  occu- 
pants as  well  as  diminish  the  value  of  the  property  for  the  purposes 
of  habitation.    But  this  is  equally  true  of  various  other  creations 

Ann.  Cas.  537.   And  see  BAmMBNTS,  L.R.A.  652;  St  Lonis  v.  Rnssell,  116 

vol.  3,  p.  146  et  seq.  Mo.  248,  22  S.  W.  470,  20  L.R.A.  721; 

16.  St.  James'  Cbnreh  t.  Arring-  Dargan     Waddell,  31  N,  C.  244,  49 

ton,  36  Ala.  546,  76  Am.  Dec.  332;  Am.  Dee.  421;  Aldrich  v.  Howard,  7 

Phillips  v.  Denver,  19  Colo.  179,  34  E.  I.  87,  SO  Am.  Dec.  636;  Kirkman 

Pac.  902,  41  A.  S.  R.  230;  Coker  v.  v.  Handy,  11  Humph.  (Tenn.)  406,  54 

Birge,  9  Ga.  425,  54  Am.  Dec.  347;  Am.  Dec.  46;  Borditt  v.  Swenson,  17 

Rounsaville  v.  Kohlheim,  68  6a.  668,  Tex.  489,  67  Am.  Dee.  665.  And  see 

45  Am.  Rep.  505;  Chicago  v.  Stratton,  Nuisances. 

162  lU.  494,  44  N.  E.  853,  53  A.  S.  B.  16.  Dargan  v.  WaddiH,  31 N.  C.  244, 

325,  35  L.R.A.  84;  Reiser  v.  Lovett,  49  Am.  Dec.  421. 

85  Ind.  240,  44  Am.  Rep.  10;  Shiras  17.  BurdiU  v.  Swenson,  17  Tex.  489, 

V.  Olinger,  50  la.  571,  32  Am.  Rep.  67  Am.  Dec.  665. 

138 ;  Crowley  v.  West,  52  La.  Ann.  18.  Shiras  v.  Olinger,  50  la.  571,  32 

526,  27  So.  53,  78  A.  S.  R.  355,  47  Am.  Rep.  138. 
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which  are  indispensable  and  must  exist  in  all  towns,  and  so  where 
an  application  to  restrain  tiie  completion  of  a  building  and  its  appro- 
priation to  use  as  a  livery  stable  was  made  it  was  h^d  that  as  it 
was  contingent  and  remained  to  be  ascertained  from  future  events 
whether  or  not  the  creation  in  question  would  become  a  nuisance, 
an  injunction  should  not  be  granted.'*  It  has  been  held,  however, 
that  the  creation  of  a  livery  stable  in  a  particular  place  which  necessa- 
rily tends  to  the  damage  of  another's  property  may  be  considered  a 
nuisance,  for  example,  if  it  be  in  such  close  proximity  to  a  hotel 
as  to  work  injury,  inconvenience,  prejudice  and  damage  to  the  hotel 
property,  an  injunction  will  issue.'^  And  so  it  has  been  decided 
tliat  a  bill  is  not  demurrable  for  want  of  sufficient  equity  to  sustain 
it,  where  it  asks  that  the  creation  of  a  livery  stable  be  restrained, 
alleging  that  by  its  proximity  it  will  render  the  complainant's  house 
untenantable,  break  up  his  bu^ness  and  diminish  the  rents  of  his 
stores,  for  these  averments  if  established  by  evidence  will  sustain  an 
injunction.^  In  view  of  the  well  established  principle  that  a  stable 
is  not  per  se  a  nuisance,  an  injunction  will  not  issue  to  restrain  the 
erection  of  a  building  in  the  absence,  in  the  first  instance,  of  proof 
that  it  will  undoubtedly  be  used  as  a  stable  and  further  that  such  use 
will  be  dangerous  or  offensive  to  the  occupants  of  complainant's  prop- 
erty.' The  rules  above  stated  are  applicable  to  private  stables  as  well 
as  livery  stables,  as  either  may  be  so  located  and  k^t  as  to  be  nui- 
sances. But  the  mere  probability  that  a  private  stable  may  become 
80  is  insufficient  to  deprive  the  owner  of  a  lot  of  the  right  to  erect 
a  stable  thereon  for  his  own  use,  for  if  it  were  properly  kept  it  would 
not  be  a  nuisance.  ■  The  owner  mu&^t,  however,  guard  against  it  becom- 
ing such.*  Whether  or  not  the  stable  will  constitute  a  nuisance  is 
not  susceptible  of  definite  settlement  until  the  building  is  completed 
and  applied  to  the  use  for  which  it  was  designed  and  although  tliere 
may  be  a  strong  probability  that  inconvenience  and  discomfort  may 
result  from  the  use  of  the  stable,  it  cannot  be  assumed  that  it  will  be 
sufficiently  acute  to  warrant  an  injunction.* 

14.  Control  by  Municipalities  in  GeneraL — A  livery  stable  is  not 
a  nuisange  per  se,"  and,  according  to  some  authorities,  a  grant  to  a 
municipality  of  power  to  regulate  and  prevent  the  carrying  on  of 
business  dangerous  or  detrimental  to  public  health  and  to  declare, 
prevent,  or  abate  nuisances  does  not  veet  in  a  city  council  authority 
to  prohibit  at  th^r  discretion  well  constructed,  regulated^  and  con- 

19.  Kirkman  v.  Handy,  11  Humph.  2.  Reiser  v.  Lovett,  86  Ind.  240,  44 
(Tenn.)  406,  54  Am.  Dec.  45.  Am.  Rep.  10. 

20.  Coker  v.  Birge,  9  Oa.  425,  54     3.  Rouns&ville  v.  Eohlheim,  68  Ga. 


1.  Aldrich  V.  Howard,  7  B.  I.  87,     4.  St.  James'  Church  v.  Arrington, 


Am.  Dec.  347. 


868,  45  Am.  Rep.  505. 


80  Am.  Dec.  636. 
,  Note:  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  959. 


36  Aia.  546,  76  Am.  Dec  332. 
6.  See  snpra,  par.  13. 
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ducted  occupations  such  as  livery  stables;  nor  does  a  general  welfare 
clause  in  a  grant  of  power  confer  full  and  specific  authority  on  the 
city  council  for  such  purpose.*  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  numrav 
ous  decisions  to  the  effect  that  livery  stables  are  the  proper  subject 
for  police  regulation,  both  with  reject  to  their  location  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  are  conducted,  and  that  a  municipal  ordinance, 
passed  under  authority  delegated  by  the  state  legislature,  making  it 
unlawful  to  conduct  a  livery  stable  business  within  a  designated  area, 
is  a  valid  exercise  of  the  police  power,  provided  such  ordinance  is 
not  unreasonable,  arbitrary,  or  unjustly  discriminatory.'  In  any 
event,  an  ordinance  which  undertakes  to  control  the  location  of  stables 
must  not  be  discriminating  in  its  character,  and  it  has  been  held  that 
a  municipal  ordinance  which  permits  certain  livery  stablee  to  be  main- 
tained in  the  business  center  of  the  city,  while  another  stable  and 
all  others  thereafter  erected  are  confined  to  a  dengnated  locality  re- 
mote from  such  business  center,  is  aa  unrea8(Hiable  discrimination  and 
imconstitutional  and  void.*  But  an  ordinance  forbidding  in  general 
terms  the  operation,  except  upon  license  to  be  granted  by  the  common 
council,  after  consideration  of  the  circumstances  of  each  case,  of  a 
livery  stable  within  the  thickly  p<^ulated  portions  of  the  municipal- 
ity, has  been  declared  not  to  be  invalid,  as  discriminatory,  because 
there  is  only  one  establishment  to  which  it  is  applicable.* 

IS.  Delegation  of  Control  to  Property  Owners. — According  to  some 
decisions  an  ordinance  of  a  <aty,  which  has  statutory  power  to  re- 
late the  location  of  livery  stables  in  its  midst,  making  it  unlawful 
to  locate,  build,  or  keep  a  livery  stable  in  any  block  in  which  two 
thirds  of  the  buildings  are  residences,  unless  the  owners  of  a  major- 
ity of  the  lots  consent  in  writing,  is  not  invalid  as  a  delegation  of 
legislative  power  to  the  property  owners  of  such  block,  but  is  simply 
a  prohibition  against  t^e  location  of  sach  stables,  which  is  avoided 
by  the  hf^pening  of  the  contingency  provided  for,  to  wit,  the  consent 
of  a  majority  of  tiie  lot  owners  in  the  block.  The  ordinance  is,  there- 

6.  PhiUips  V.  Denver,  19  Colo.  179,  Wash.  554,  97  Pac  770,  126  A.  8.  H. 
34  Pac.  902,  41  A.  S.  R.  230;  Crowley  913. 

V.  West,  52  La.  Ann.  526,  27  So.  53,  Note:  38  LJI.A.  654. 

78  A.  S.  R.  355,  47  L.R.A.  652.  Oener-  Generally  aa  to  the  nature  of  poUcs 

ally  as  to  the  powers  of  monicipalitieB,  pover,  the  constitutional  limitations 

see  Municipal  Cobporatiohs.  thereon  and  the  scope  and  objects  of 

7.  Reinman  v.  Little  Rock,  237  U.  enactments  thereunder,  see  Constttit- 
S.  171,  35  S.  Ct.  511,  59  U.  8.  (L.  tional  Law,  vol.  6,  p.  183  et  seq. 
ed.)  900;  Chica^  t.  Stratton,  162  III.  8.  Crowley  v.  West,  52  La.  Ann.  526, 
494,  44  N.  E.  853,  53  A.  S.  R.  325,  27  So.  53,  78  A.  8.  B.  355,  47  LlE.A. 
36  L.R.A.  84;  St.  Louis  v.  Russell,  652. 

116  Mo.  248,  22  S.  W.  470,  20  L.R.A.  9.  Douglass  v.  Greenville,  92  S.  C. 

721;  Douglass  v.  GreenviUe,  92  S.  C.  374,  76  S.  E.  687,  49  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

374,  75  S.  E.  687,  49  L.R.A.(N.8.)  958. 

€58  and  note;  Spokane  v.  Camp,  50  . 
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fore,  valid.  *^  On  the  other  hand,  an  ordinaace  providing  that  nu 
livery  stable  should  be  located  on  any  block  of  ground  in  a  city 
without  the  written  consent  of  Uie  owners  of  one  half  the  ground 
of  such  block  has  been  declared  invalid  as  an  unconstitutional  dele- 
gation of  legislative  power.** 

10.  Chicago  v.  StrattOD,  162  HI.  494,  tire  dty  and  under  its  operation  livery 
44  N.  E.  853,  53  A.  S.  R.  325,  35  stables  mig^t  be  totally  suppressed  and 
LJI.A.  84}  Spokane  v.  Camp,  50  prohibited  everywhere  within  the  mu- 
Wflsh.  554,  97  Pac  770,  126  A.  S.  R.  nicipal  limits,  while  the  ordinance  ap- 
913  and  note.  held  in  the  eases  cited  in  the  preceding 

11.  St.  Louis  V.  Russell,  116  Mo.  248,  note  related  only  to  certain  residence 
22  S.  W.  470,  20  L.R.A.  721.  In  this  districts. 

ease  the  ordinance  related  to  the  en- 


LLOYD'S  ASSOCIATIONS 

See  Insurancb,  vol.  14,  p.  823. 


LOAN  ASSOCIATIONS 

8ee  BuiLDiKo  and  Loan  Assooutiovs,  vol.  4,  p.  341. 


LOAN  OF  CHATTELS 

See  Bailments,  vol.  3,  p.  69. 


LOCAL  OPTION 

See  Intoxicativq  Liguoas,  voL  15,  p.  318. 


LODGING  HOUSES 

See  Imnkkepeiis,  vol.  14,  p.  490. 
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XL  Taxation  of  Timber;  Statutory  Provisfons  as  to  Cutting  and 

Planting  Trees 

79.  Taxation  of  Timber 

80.  B^;ulatioa  of  Cutting  and  Binflonngamcnt  of  Planting  Xreoi 


I.  Intboduotokt 

1.  Scope  of  Article. — The  discussion  in  this  arUcle  covers  the  rights 
that  may  be  acquired  in  timber  as  distinguished  from  rights  in  the 
land  upon  which  the  timber  stands,  and  it  ^so  includes  a  treatment 
of  logging  liens,  and  matters  incident  to  the  transportation  of  timber 
to  the  mill  or  market  by  water^  the  use  of  waterways  for  the  float- 
ing of  logs  being  peculiar  to  the  lumber  industry.  It  has  also  been 
deemed  expedient  to  touch  in  some  degree  upon  the  rules  governing 
the  sale  of  logs  as  personalty  and  the  right  to  recover  them  as  such  in 
proceedings  in  r^levin.  In  discussing  the  question  as  to  whethra* 
agreements  for  the  saJe  of  timber  are  within  the  statute  of  frauds,  the 
character  of  the  statute  and  the  form  of  instrument  required  to 
comply  with  its  provisions  have,  however,  not  been  considered,  as 
this  subject  is  fully  treated  elsewhere  in  tiiis  work,^  as  are  matters  relat- 
ing to  the  form  and  effect  of  deeds.*  While  the  question  as  to  what 
are  navigable  or  floatable  streams  for  the  transportation  of  lumber 
is  necessarily  treated  herein,  no  attempt  is  made  to  discuss  at  length 
the  question  of  what  are  or  are  not  navigable  streams  in  the  gen^*al 
sense  of  the  term,  and  the  respective  rights  and  liabilities  of  the  public 
and  riparian  owners,  such  matters  being  fully  considered  elsewhere 
in  this  work.*  Reference  is  also  made  to  other  articles  for  a  discus- 
sion of  the  right  of  tenants  to  timber,*  and  mortgagors  and  mortg&> 
gees; '  the  granting  of  injunctions  to  restrain  the  catting  of  trees;  * 
the  condemnation  of  property  under  the  power  of  eminent  domain 
for  the  purpose  of  lumbering  and  log  driving;  ^  and  the  liability  of  a 
logging  company  for  injuries  to  persons  carried  as  passengers  on  its 
trains.* 

2.  Definitions. — The  terms  "logs"  and  "timber"  are  used  without  a 
fixed  distinction,  although  in  common  parlance  the  term  "timber" 
may  properly  be  used  in  application  to  standing  trees  while  the  other 
may  not.  The  word  "timber"  is  not,  however,  conflned  to  that  appli- 
cation, and  has  been  generally  deflned  to  mean  that  sort  of  wood  which 

1.  See  Stattjtk  or  Frauds.  442,  469  et  seq.;  Vsndob  and  Pub- 

2.  See  Deeds,  voL  8,  p.  922     seq.  ohaser;  Waste. 

3.  See  Watibs.  7.  See  Euzhbnt  Douain,  toL  10, 

4.  See  Lahdlobd  and  Tsnaht,  toL  p.  57  et  seq. 

16,  p.  748  et  seq.;  Waste.  8.  See  CABUXBa,  toL  4,  pp.  1018. 

5.  See  MoBTOAOEs;  Wastb.  1155. 

6.  See  Injunctions,  voL  14,  pp. 
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is  proper  and  suitable  to  be  used  for  the  construction  of  buildings, 
tools,  ut^isils,  furniture,  fences,  ships  and  the  like.*  It  applies  not 
only  to  standing  treee  but  to  beams,  rafters,  scantling,  boards,  planks, 
and  other  manufactund  lumber  hewed  or  sawed  from  sach  troes,^ 
and  is  sometimes  used  aa  anonymous  with  "lumber."  The  word  in 
ite  {^plication  to  standing  trees  has  an  enlarged  or  restricted  sense 
according  to  the  connection  in  which  it  is  ^ployed.**  The  necessity 
for  an  understanding  of  the  meaning  of  the  term  arises  particularly 
in  a  consideration  of  the  meaning  of  conb^ts  for  the  sale  of  timber, 
and  the  usual  application  given  it,  although  varying  in  some  degree 
witii  the  context  and  manifest  intent  of  the  parties,  and  local  custom, 
is  to  trees  of  a  ccmsiderable  size,  or,  as  it  is  said,  useful  for  building 
or  the  like,^*  as  distinguished  from  saplings  and  undergrowth,^*  and 
from  those  trees  suitable  ouly  for  firewood  or  cordwood."  In  Eng- 
land, it  has  been  held  that  the  question  of  what  is  timber  depends, 
first,  on  general  law,  that  is,  the  law  of  England;  and  secondly,  on 
the  special  custom  of  a  locality.  By  the  general  law  certain  trees  are 
timber  provided  they  are  of  the  age  of  twenty  years  and  upwards, 
but  this  rule  may  be  varied  as  to  the  age  of  the  trees  by  local  custom, 
and  may  also  be  made  to  depend  upon  the  measurement  of  the  trunks 
by  reason  of  a  custom.  This  method  of  determining  what  is  or  ia 
not  timber  has  been  followed  in  some  degree  in  Canada,  but  does 
not  appear  to  enter  into  the  American  decisions.^* 

n.  Timber  ab  Real  Estate 

3.  Relation  of  Timber  to  Land  in  General. — The  determination  of 
the  relation  of  trees  or  timber  to  the  land  upon  which  they  are  grow- 
ing or  upon  which  the  timber  is  located  is  a  matter  of  primary  impor- 
tance in  many  of  the  questions  arising  out  of  the  subject  of  logs  and 
timber.  According  to  the  common  law  definition  land  comprehends, 
in  its  legal  signification,  any  ground,  soil  or  earth  whatsoever,  as  mead- 
ows^ pastures,  woods,  mocns,  waters,  manhes,  fuises  and  heath.  It 

9.  BalderBOB  v.  Seeley,  160  Mich.  IS.  Hieks  t.  Phillips,  146  Ky.  305, 
186,  125  N.  W.  37,  136  A.  S.  R.  428,  142  S.  W.  394,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  878; 
19  Ann.  Gas.  1049;  Keeton  V.  Audsley,  Balderson  v.  Seeley,  160  Micb.  186, 
19  Mo.  362,  61  Am.  Deo.  560;  Alcutt  125  N.  W.  37,  136  A.  S.  B.  428  and 
T.  Lakin,  33  N.  H.  607,  66  Am.  Deo.  note,  19  Ann.  Gas.  1049  and  note; 
739.  Eeeton  t.  Andsley,  19  Mo.  362,  61 

10.  Alcatt  T.  Lakin,  33  N.  H.  507,  Am.  Deo.  660.  And  see  infra,  par.  21 
66  Am.  Dee.  739.  et  seq. 

Note:  19  Ann.  Gas.  1052.  14.  Hicks  v.  Phillips,  146  Ky.  305, 

11.  Hicks  V.  PhiUips,  146  Ky.  305,  142  S.  W.  394,  47  L.R.A.(N-S.)  878. 
142  S.  W.  394,  47  L.B.A.(N.S.)  878.     Note:  19  Ann.  Gas.  1054. 

Note:  19  Ann.  Gas.  1052.  15.  Balderson  v.  Seeley,  160  Mich. 

12.  Alcutt  V.  Lakin,  33  N.  H.  507,  186,  125  N.  W.  37,  136  A.  a  a  428, 
66  Am.  Dee.  739.  19  Ann.  Gas.  1049  and  note. 

Note:  19  Ann.  Gas.  1062.  16.  Note:  19  Ann.  Gas.  1064. 
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has  also  in  its  legal  signification  an  indefinite  ratent,  upwards  as 
well  as  downwards.  The  word  is  comprehensive  in  its  import,  and 
includes  many  tilings  besides  the  earth,  as  waters,  grass,  stones, 
buildings,  fences,  trees,  apd  the  like,"  and  so  it  is  dear  that  stand- 
ing trees  must  be  regarded  as  part  and  parcel  of  the  land  in  which 
they  are  rooted  and  from  which  they  draw  their  support.  They  are 
to  be  considered  as  part  of  the  realty,  and  inasmuch  as  tiiey  are  the 
natural  and  permanent  growth  of  tiie  soil  they  can  in  no  sense  be 
regarded  as  partaking  of  character  of  emblements  or  fructus  indus- 
trialee,  and  therefore  a  sale,  conveyance,  or  mortgage  of  land  carries 
with  it  the  trees  growing  upon  the  land,**  and  upon  the  death  of 
the  owner  of  the  land  they  pass  to  the  heir  as  part  of  the  inheritance 
and  not  to  the  executor  as  emblements  or  chattds.**  They  cannot  be 
levied  upon  or  sold  as  chattels  while  standing,**  but  trees  or  timber 
as  soon  as  they  are  severed  from  the  land  lose  their  character  as  realty 
and  become  personal  property.*  The  meet  serious  difficulty  arises 
in  determining  whether  trees  or  timber  may  be  constructively  sepa- 
rated from  the  land  by  a  contract  or  agreement  giving  an  interest 
or  title  to  them  as  chattels  separate  from  the  title  to  the  land.*  It 
seems  clear,  and  such  is  the  rule  at  the  common  law,  that  several 
sorts  of  estates  or  interests,  joint  or  several,  may  exist  in  the  same 
fee,  as  that  one  person  may  own  the  ground  or  soil,  another  the  struc- 
tures thereon,  another  the  minerals  beneath  the  surface,  and  still 
another  tiie  trees  and  wood  growing  thereon,*  and  it  follows  that 

17.  Owens  t.  Lewis,  46  Ind.  488,  15  45  N.  H.  313, 86  Am.  Dec  173;  Sloenm 
Am.  Rep.  295';  Kingsley  v.  Holbrook,  v.  Seymoor,  36  N.  J.  L.  138,  13  Am. 

45  N.  H.  313,  86  Am.  Dec.  173;  Rogers  Rep.  432;  Lodwiok  Lumber  Co.  v. 
V.  Gilinger,  30  Pa.  St.  185,  72  Am.  Taylor,  100  Tex.  270,  98  S.  W.  238, 
Dec.  694.  123  A.  S.  R.  803.    And  see  infra, 

18.  Northern  Pacific  R.  Co.  v.  Paine,  par.  6. 

119  U.  8.  561,  7  S.  Ct.  323,  30  20.  Owens  v.  Lewis,  46  Ind.  488,  15 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  513;  Owens  v.  Lewis,  Am.  Rep.  295;  Kingsley  v.  Holbrook, 

46  Ind.  488,  16  Am.  Rep.  295;  Emer-  45  N.  H.  313,  86  Am.  Dec.  173. 

son  V.  Shore,  95  Me.  237,  49  Atl.  1051,  1.  Northern  Pacific  R.  Co.  v.  Paine, 

85  A.  S.  R.  404;  Butterfield  Lumber  119  U.  S.  561,  7  S.  Ct.  323,  30 

Co.  V.  Guy,  92  Miss.  361,  46  So.  78,  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  513;  Emerson  v.  Shores, 

131  A.  S.  R.  540,  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  95  Me.  237,  49  AU.  1051,  85  A.  S.  R. 

1123;  Kingsley  v,  Holbrook,  45  N.  H.  404;  Butterfield  Lumber  Co.  v.  Guv, 

313,  86  Am.  Dec.  173;  Slocum  v.  Sey-  92  Miss.  361,  46  So.  78,  131  A.  S.  R. 

mour,  36  N.  J.  L.  138,  13  Am.  Rep.  540,  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1123;  Kingsley 

432;  Carpenter  v.  Medford,  99  N.  C.  v.  Holbrook,  45  N.  H.  313,  86  Am. 

495,  6  S.  E.  785,  6  A.  S.  R.  535;  Lod-  Dec.  173;  Slocum  v.  Seymour,  36  N. 

wick  Lumber  Co.  v.  Taylor,  100  Tes.  J.  L.  138,  13  Am.  Rep.  432;  Lodwick 

270,  98  S.  W.  238,  123  A.  S.  R.  803;  Lumber  Co.  v.  Taylor,  100  Tex,  270, 

Artmtaen  v.  Moreland,  122  Wis.  167,  98  S.  W.  238,  123  A.  8.  R.  803. 

99  N.  W.  790,  106  A.  S.  R.  951,  2  2.  See  infra,  par.  4,  6. 

Ann.  Cas.  628,  65  L.R.A.  973.  3.  Butterfield  Lumber  Co.  v.  Guv, 

19.  Owens  v.  Lewis,  46  Ind.  488,  15  92  Miss.  361,  45  So.  78,  131  A.  S.  R. 
Am.  Rep.  295;  Kingsley  v.  Holbrook.  540,  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1123;  Lodwick 
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growing  timber  may  be  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  land  by  express 
reservation  or  grant,  and  whcm  so  separated  and  made  a  distinct  estate 
it  has  the  incidents  of  real  property  so  long  as  it  remains  uncut,  and 
the  rule  which  governs  the  title  and  transfer  of  such  property  must 
apply.*  The  qualifications  and  the  exceptions  to  this  general  doctrine 
will  be  hereafter  considered. 

4.  View  that  Contracts  for  Timber  Are  Not  within  Statute  of 
Frauds. — There  is  considerable  difference  of  opinion  as  to  whether  a 
contnu^  or  agreement  for  the  sale  of  trees  or  timber  is  concerned 
with  real  estate,  and  therefore  within  the  statute  of  frauds,  or  is  a 
(contract  for  the  sale  of  personalty,  and  valid  if  parol  only.  In  con- 
sidering this  question  it  should  be  remembered  that  a  contract  which 
fails  to  comply  with  the  necessary  requirements  of  the  statute  of 
frauds  is  voidable  and  not  void,  and  therefore,  where  an  agreement 
for  the  sale  of  standing  timber  has  been  consummated  by  the  sever- 
ance of  the  trees  and  their  removal  from  the  land,  no  questi<m  of  the 
statute  arises,  since  tiie  trees  have  entirely  loet  their  character  as 
realty  and  have  become  chattels'  Nor  has  the  contract  relation 
to  the  realty  where  the  vendor  agrees  to  deliver  so  much  timber  or 
so  many  feet  of  timber  which  he  is  to  cut  from  the  land  himself, 
as  such  an  agreement  comprehends  personal  property  merely.*  It 
is  probably  upon  ihis  reasoning  that  an  agreement  for  the  sale  of 
trees  growing  in  a  nursery  and  raised  to  be  sold  and  transplanted 
is  considered  to  be  outside  the  statute  of  frauds.'  A  contract  of  sale 
in  regard  to  timber  which  is  attached  to  the  soil,  but  which  is  pres- 
ently to  be  severed  therefrom,  and  converted  into  personalty,  before 
the  title  is  to  pass  to  the  purchaser,  is  an  executory  sale  of  person- 
alty, and  not  of  an  interest  in  land.*  On  the  other  hand,  a  con- 
tract for  the  sale  of  standing  tamber  involving  an  occupation  of  the 
land  of  the  vendor  by  the  vendee  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  and 
removing  the  timber  would  clearly  be  an  agreement  concerning  land 

Lumber  Co.  Tnvlor.  100  Tex.  270,  36  N.  J.  L.  138, 13  Am.  Rep.  432;  Ives 
98  S.  W.  238,  123  A.  S.  R.  803.  v.  Atlantic,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  142  N.  C.  131, 

4.  Emerson  v.  Shores,  95  Me.  237,  65  S.  E.  74,  115  A.  S.  R.  732,  9  Ann. 
49  Atl.  1051,  85  A.  S.  R.  404;  Lodwick  Cas.  188;  Mahan  v.  Clark,  219  Pa.  St. 
Lumber  Co.  v.  Taylor,  100  Tex.  270,  229,  68  Atl.  667,  12  Ann.  Cas.  729 
98  8.  W.  238,  123  A.  S.  R.  803.   And  and  note. 

see  infra,  par.  8,  10.  Notes:  138  A.  S.  R.  1078;  19  L.R.A. 

5.  Owens  v.  Lewis.  46  Ind.  488,  15  722. 

Am-  Rep.  295;  Erekine  v.  Plummer,  7.  Owens  v.  Lewis,  46  Ind.  488,  15 
7  Greenl.  (Me.)  447,  22  Am.  Dec.  216.  Am.  Rep.  295;  Midyette  v.  Grubbs,  145 
And  see  infra,  par.  7.  N.  C.  85,  58  S.  E.  795, 13  UB.A.(N.S.) 

6.  Owens  v.  Lewis,  46  Ind.  488,  15  278  and  note. 

Am.  Rep.  295;  Bomer  y.  Canady,  79  Notes:  86  Am.  Dec  182;  19  L.R^ 
Miss.  222,  30  So.  638,  89  A.  S.  R.  593,  722. 

55  L.R.A.  328;  Turner  v.  Planters      8.  Clarke  v.  McNatt,  132  Ga.  610, 
Lumber  Co.,  92  Miss.  767,  46  So.  399,  64  S.  E.  795,  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  585. 
131  A.  S.  R.  552;  Sloornn  v.  Seymour, 
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and  within  the  statute  of  frauds*  The  cases  in  which  tiM  conflict 
of  opinion  arises  are  those  providing  for  a  sale  of  standing  timber, 
with  the  incidental  right  in  or  license  to  the  vradee  to  «iter  the  ven- 
dor's land  for  ihe  purpose  of  cutting  and  removing  such  timber.  A 
respectable  number  of  authorities  hold  tiiat  a  contract  of  this  char- 
acter which  contemplates  a  severance  and  removal  of  the  lareee  from 
the  land  is  a  sale  of  chattels  and  therefore  not  within  the  statute  of 
frauds,^**  but  the  courts  holding  this  view  consider  growing  trees  to 
be  part  of  the  land,  and  their  conclusion  is  based  upon  the  theory 
that  the  contract  of  sale  changes  their  character  and  converts  them 
into  personal  property,  that  is,  there  is  a  constructive  severance.*' 
It  is  contended  that  the  object  of  a  person  who  thus  sells  timber  is 
not  to  give  the  vendee  any  interest  in  his  land,  but  to  pass  to  him 
an  interest  in  the  trees,  when  they  become  goods  and  chattels/*  and 
a  vendor  who  refuses  to  carry  out  a  sale  of  standing  wood  or  timber 
is  liable  for  breach  of  contract  equally  with  the  seller  of  cut  wood 
who  refuses  to  deliver  what  he  has  sold.*'  Such  an  agreement  is 
considered  as  an  executory  contract  for  the  sale  of  timber  after  it 
shall  have  been  severed  from  the  soil  and  converted  into  chattel  prop- 
erty, together  with  a  license  to  enter  upon  the  land  for  the  purpose  of 
cutting  and  removing  it*^  In  distingui^ing  between  contracts  which 
are  universally  conceded  to  be  within  the  statute  and  those  which 
by  some  courts  are  held  not  to  be,  the  English  courts  have  adopted 
a  rule  that  has  been  followed  in  some  of  the  American  decisions, 
namely,  that  wherever,  at  the  time  of  the  contract,  it  is  contemplated 
that  the  purchaser  should  derive  a  benefit  from  the  further  growth  of 
the  thing  sold  from  further  vegetation  and  from  the  nutriment  to 
be  afforded  by  the  land,  the  contract  is  to  be  conradered  as  for  an 

9.  0ileB>.  Bimonds,  16  Gray  (Mass.)  882;  Fish  t.  Capwell,  18  B.  L  667, 
441,  77  Am.  Dee.  373;  Fish  v.  Cap-  29  Atl.  840, 49  A.  8.  a  807, 25  L.R.A. 
well,  18  B.  I.  667,  29  Atl.  840,  49  159. 

A.  S.  R.  807,  26  L.B.A.  169.  Notes:  38  Am.  Dee.  383;  138  A.  S. 

10.  Smith  V.  Bryan,  6  Kd.  141,  59  R.  1078;  19  Ii.R.A.  722;  13  L.R.A. 
Am.  Dee.  104;  Leonard  v.  Medford,  (K.S.)  278  et  seq. 

85  Md.  666,  37  Atl.  365,  37  L.R.A.  13.  Emeison  v.  Shores,  05  Me.  ^37, 

449;  Hirth  v.  Graham,  50  Ohio  St.  49  Atl.  1051,  85  A.  S.  R.  404;  Hill  v. 

57,  33  N.  B.  90,  40  A.  S.  R.  641,  19  Hill,  U3  Mass.  103, 18  Am.  Rep.  455; 

L.RA.  721  and  note;  Fish  v.  Capwell,  Fish  t.  Gapwell,  18  R.  L  667,  29  Atl. 

18  R.  L  667,  29  Ati.  840,  49  A.  S.  R.  840,  49  A.  S.  B.  807,  25  L.B.A.  159. 

807,  25  L.R.A.  169.  14.  Emerson  v.  Shores,  95  Me.  237, 

Notes:  38  Am.  Dee.  383;  128  A.  S.  49  Atl.  1051,  85  A.  S.  R.  404;  Giles 

R.  874;  13  L.B.A.(N.S.)  278  et  seq.  v.  Simonds,  15  Gray  (Mass.)  441,  77 

11.  Owens  V.  Lewis,  46  Ind.  488, 16  Am.  Dec  373;  Fish  v.  Capwell,  18  R. 
Am.  Rep.  295;  Byassee  v.  Reese,  4  I.  667,  29  Atl.  840,  49  A.  S.  R.  807, 
Mete.  (Ky.)  372,  83  Am.  Dec.  481.  25  L.Rjl.  159. 

12.  Smith  V.  Bryan,  5  Md.  141,  59  Note:  128  A.  S.  R.  874. 

Am.  Dec.  104 ;  Wimbron  v.  Morris,  118  And  Bee  Licbnsbs,  ante,  par.  82. 
Md.  91,  84  Atl.  238,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
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interest  in  land;  but>  where  the  prooeas  of  vegetation  is  over,  or  the 
parties  agree  that  the  thing  sold  shall  be  ixnmediat^y  withdrawn 

from  the  land,  the  land  is  to  be  considered  as  a  mere  warehouse  of 
the  thing  sold,  and  the  contract  is  for  goods.''  Many  of  the  decisions 
emphasize  the  necessity  that  the  contract  should  contemplate  an 
immediate  severance  of  the  trees  from  the  soil  if  th^y  are  to  be 
treated  as  personalty,'*  and  take  the  view  that  if  they  are  to  be 
removed  at  the  discretion  of  the  vendee  they  are  realty  and  within 
the-  statute.'^  Some  authorities,  however,  hold  that  the  contract  is 
not  within  the  statute  of  frauds  though  no' definite  time  for  sever- 
ance and  removal  is  fixed,'*  and  the  principle  has  been  declared  to 
be  broad  enough  to  cover  cases  where  the  timber  is  to  be  removed 
within  a  reasonable,  convenient  time  without  any  stipulation  for  the 
beneficial  use  of  the  soil,  although  an  incidental  benefit  may  be  derived 
by  the  vendee  from  the  circumstance  that  the  thing  may  remain 
for  a  time  upon  the  land.'* 

5.  View  that  Contracts  for  Timber  Are  within  Statute  of  Frauds. — 
The  doctrine  established  in  most  jurisdictions  follows  the  principle 
that  growing  trees  are  part  of  the  land  and  holds  that  the  title  to 
or  interest  in  the  same  can  be  conveyed  or  transferred  only  by  writ- 
ten instrument,  complying  with  the  statute  of  frauds^**  and  this  is 


16.  Owens  v.  Lewis,  46  Ind.  488, 15  19.  Fish  v.  CapweU,  18  It.  I.  667, 

Am.  Bep.  295;  Byassee  v.  Reese,  4  29  Atl.  840, 49  A.  S.  R.  807,  25  IJtl.A. 

Mete  (Ky.)  372,  83  Am.  Dec.  481;  159. 

Hicks  v.  Phillips,  146  Ky.  305,  142  20.  Magnetie  Ore  Go.  v.  Hazkboxy 

S.  W.  304,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  878;  Mid-  Lamber  Co.,  104  Ala.  465, 16  So.  632, 

yette  v.  Oiubbe,  145  N.  C.  86,  58  S.  53  A.  S.  R.  73,  27  L.R.A.  434;  Heflin 

£.  795,  13  LJt.A.(N.S.)  278  and  note  v.  Bingham,  56  Ala.  566,  28  Am.  Rep. 

(stating  that  this  view  obtains  in  some  776;  Harrell  v.  Mason,  170  Ala.  282, 

iurisdietions  but  "hot  in  North  Caro-  54  So.  105,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  585; 

lina) ;  Fish  v.  CapweU,  18  R.  I.  667,  Jenkins  v.  Lykes,  19  FU.  148,  45  Am. 

29  AtL  840, 49  A.  S.  R.  807, 25  L.RA.  Rep.  10;  HiU  v.  HiU,  113  Mjiss.  103, 

159.  18  Am.  Rep.  455;  Spalding  v.  Arehi- 

Noto:  86  Am.  Dee.  182.  bald,  62  Mich.  365,  17  N.  W.  940,  50 

16.  ByasBee  v.  Reese,  4  Mete.  (Ky.)  Am.  Rep.  253;  Antrim  Iron  Co.  v. 
372,  S3Am.  Deo.481;Erskinev.Pinm-  Anderaon,  140  Mich.  702,  104  N.  W. 
mer,  7  Graenl.  (Me.)  447,  22  Am.  Deo.  319,  U2  A.  S.  R.  434;  Harzell  v.  HU- 
216;  Midyette  v.  Grubbs,  146  N.  C.  ler,  35  Miss.  700,  72  Am.  Dee.  154; 
85,58  8.E.795,l3LJtJk.(N.S.)  278;  Bntterfield  Lumber  Co.  v.  Ony,  92 
Mafaan  v.  Clark,  219  Pa.  St.  229,  68  Miss.  361,  46  So.  78, 131  A.  S.  R.  540, 
Atl.  667f  12  Ann.  Gas.  729  and  note.  16  L.RjL(N.S.)  1123;  Pntney  v.  Day, 

Notes:  86  Am.  Dec.  182;  85  A.  S.  6  N.  H.  430,  25  Am.  Dec.  470;  Hods- 

R.  408;  111  A.  S.  R.  608;  128  A.  8.  don  v.  Kennett,  73  N.  H.  225,  60  Atl. 

R.  875.  686,  m  A.  8.  R.  607;  Slocum  v.  Sey- 

17.  Midyette  v.  Grabbs,  146  N.  C.  moor,  36  N.  J.  L.  138,  13  Am.  Rep. 
85,  58  8.  E.  795,  13  LJt.A.(N.S.)  278  432;  Carpenter  v.  Medford,  99  N.  C. 
(stating  this  to  be  the  mle  in  some  495,  6  S.  E.  785,  6  A.  S.  R.  535;  Ives 
jurisdictions).  v.  Atlantic,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  142  N.  C.  131, 

18.  Byassee  v.  Reese,  4  Mete.  (Ky.)  55  S.  E.  74,  115  A.  S.  R.  732,  9  Ann. 
372,  83  Am.  Dec.  481.  Cas.  188;  Midyette  v.  Grubbs,  145  N. 
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held  true  whether  or  not  the  parties  contemplate  thur  immediate 
severance  and  removal  hy  the  vendee.^    They  continue  to  be  real 
estate  after  they  are  sold  apart  from  the  land  until  severance.*  It 
is  stated  in  some  of  the  casea  that  the  statute  of  frauds  takes  things 
as  it  flnds  them  and  provides  for  lands  and  goods  according  as  they 
were  so  ^teemed  before  its  enactment,'  and  a  distinction  is  drawn 
between  fructus  industriales  or  emblements,  which  are  the  annual 
productions  caused  by  the  labor  of  man,  such  as  growing  crops  of 
grain  and  vegetables,  these  not  being  within  the  statute,  and  the 
annual  productions  of  nature  not  referable  to  the  industry  of  man 
except  in  the  period  when  first  planted,  such  as  growing  trees,  fruit 
and  grass,  which  are  held  to  be  within  the  statute.*  In  the  deciaons 
holding  tiiat  a  contract  for  standing  timber  is  without  the  statute 
this  distinction  has  been  rejected.*   In  support  of  the  majority  doc- 
trine it  has  been  stated  that  in  all  its  other  relations  to  the  affairs 
of  men,  growing  timber  is  regarded  as  an  integral  part  of  the  land 
upon  which  it  stands;  it  is  not  subject  to  levy  and  sale  upon  execu- 
tion as  chattel  property;  it  descends  with  the  land  to  the  heir,  and 
passes  to  the  vendor  with  the  soil.   Coal,  petroleum,  building  stone, 
and  many  other  substances  constituting  integral  parts  of  the  land, 
have  become  artides  of  commerce,  and  easily  detached  and  removed, 
and,  when  detached  and  removed,  become  personal  property,  as  well 
as  fallen  timber;  but  no  case  is  found  in  which  it  is  suggested  that 
sales  of  such  substances,  with  a  view  to  their  immediate  removal, 
would  not  be  within  the:  statute.    Sales  of  growing  timber  are  as 
likely  to  become  the  subjects  of  fraud  and  perjury  as  are  the  other 
integral  parts  of  the  land,  and  the  question  whether  such  sale  is  a 
sale  of  an  interest  in  or  concerning  lands  should  depend  not  upon 
the  intention  of  the  parties  but  upon  the  legal  dbaracter  of  tiie  sub- 
ject of  the  contract,  which,  in  the  case  of  growing  timber,  is  that 
of  realty.    This  rule  has  the  additional  merit  of  being  clear,  simple, 
and  of  easy  application — qualities  entitled  to  substantial  weight  in 


C.  85,  58  S.  E.  795,  13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  St  424,  103  N.  B.  133,  Ann,  Caa. 

278  and  note;  Mahan  v.  Clark,  219  Pa.  1915B  233. 

St.  229,  68  Atl.  667,  12  Ann.  Caa.  729  2.  Lee  Lumber  Co.  v.  Hotard,  122 

and  note;  Bruley  v.  Garvin,  105  Wis.  La.  850,  48  So.  286,  129  A.  S.  R.  368. 

625,  81  N.  W.  1038,  48  L.R.A.  839.  Notes:  128  A.  S.  R.  875;  131  A.  S. 

Notes:  86  Am.  Dec.  182;  53  A.  S.  R.  R.  544. 

77;  85  A.  S.  R.  408;  lU  A.  S.  R.  608  ;  3.  Owens  v.  Lewis,  46  Ind.  488,  15 

128  A.  S.^.  874  et  seq.;  131  A.  8.  R.  Am.  Rep.  295;  Kingsley  v.  Holbrook, 

544  ;  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  877.  45  N.  H.  313,  86  Am.  Dee.  173. 

1.  Mee  T.  Benedict,  98  Mich.  260,  57  4.  Owens  v.  Lewis,  46  Ind.  488,  15 

N.  W.  175,  39  A.  S.  R.  543,  22  LJI.A.  Am.  Rep.  295.    And  see  Crops,  voL 

641;  Kingsley  v.  Holbrook,  45  N.  H.  8,  p.  371. 

313,  86  Am.  Dec.  173;  Hirth  v.  Qra-  6.  Fish  v.  Capwell,  18  R.  L  667,  29 

ham,  60  Ohio  St.  57,  33  N.  E.  90,  40  Atl.  840,  49  A.  S.  B.  807,  26  LJLA. 

A.  S.  R.  641, 19  UR.A.  721  and  note;  159. 
Weir  T.  Snider  Saw  Hill  Co.,  88  Ohio 

ion 


Digitized  by  Google 


§8  6,  7 


LOGS  AND  TIMBER 


17  R.  a  U 


choosing  betwe^  conflicting  principles.*  In  some  jnrisdictioDB  it 
is  expressly  provided  by  statute  that  trees  continue  as  real  estate  after 
they  axe  sold  apart  from  the  land.' 

6.  Inheritable  Character  of  Estate  In  Timber. — Where  it  is  held 
that  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  ixoes  or  timber  is  a  conveyance  of  real 
estate  the  interest  carried  thereunder  upon  the  death  of  the  grantee 
goes  to  his  heirs  and  not  to  his  executor  or  administrator  as  part 
of  his  estate,^  and  this  is  true  although  the  contract  may  be  for  a 
limited  term,  and  may  contemplate  ^e  removal  of  timber  within  a 
fixed  time.  It  has  been  objected  to  tins  concludon  that  the  estate 
cannot  be  one  in  fee  and  descendible  as  such,  in  that  it  lacks  one  of 
the  essential  requirements  of  such  estates,  namely,  that  it  may  by 
possibility  endure  forever.  Such  a  possibility  is  generally  held  to  be 
an  essential  feature  of  an  estate  in  fee,  and,  if  applied  in  strictness 
to  these  instruments,  the  requirement  might  be  met  by  the  fact  that 
the  iptereet  conveyed  includes  the  right  of  absolute  appropriation 
by  severance.  But  this  reasoning  is  not  essential,  for  the  doctrine 
applicable  to  determinable  fees  may  be  applied.  A  man,  for  example, 
may  have  an  estate  of  inh^tance  in  lands  as  long  as  a  certain  tree 
shall  grow,  as  a  man  may  have  an  inheritance  in  tiie  tree  itself,  and 
upon  the  same  principle  the  estate  conveyed  by  the  deeds  or  con- 
tracts referred  to,  being  in  the  nature  of  a  determinable  fee  in  realty, 
is  subject  to  the  laws  of  devolution  and  transfer  applicable  to  such 
estates;  and,  on  the  death  of  the  intestate,  it  follows  that  the  estate 
passes  to  his  heirs,  subject  to  the  dower  interest  of  his  widow;  the 
dower,  however,  partaking  of  the  same  infirmity  which  attaches 
to  the  estate  from  which  it  is  derived.*  Timber  reserved  by  a  grantor 
of  real  estate,  upon  his  death,  passes  to  his  heir  at  law." 

7.  License  to  Enter  on  Land  to  Cut  Timber. — In  considering  the 
status  of  parol  agreements  for  the  sale  of  growing  timber  it  should 
be  home  in  mind  that  at  the  common  law,  apart  from  the  statute 
of  frauds,  there  is  no  distinction  between  unsealed  written  and  oral 
contracts.  Whether  they  are  written  or  only  spoken  they  are  in 
law,  if  not  sealed,  equally  and  only  parol  contracts,  and  so,  in  deter- 
mining the  effect  of  an  agreement  which  fails  to  comply  with  the 
statutory  requirements  fixed  for  the  transfer  of  real  estate,  written 

6.  Hirth  v.  Graham,  50  Ohio  St.  57,  Tex.  270,  98  S.  W.  338,  123  A.  S,  R. 
33  N.  E.  90,  40  A.  S.  R.  641, 19  L.R.A.  803  and  note. 

721.  9.  Midyette  v.  Gmbbs,  145  N.  C.  85, 

7.  Lee  Lumber  Co.  v.  Hotard,  122  58  S.  E.  795,  13  LJt.A.(N.S.)  278. 
La.  850,  48  So.  286,  129  A.  S.  B.  368.  10.  Hicks  v.  PhiUipa,  146  Ky.  305, 

8.  Midyette  v.  Gmbbs,  145  N.  C.  85,  142  S.  W.  394,  47  L.E.A.(N.8.)  878; 
58  S.  E.  795,  13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  278;  Clap  v.  Draper,  4  Mass.  266,  3  Am. 
Lodvick  Lnmber  Co.  v.  Taylor,  100  Dec  216. 
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and  verbal  agreements  are  equally  to  be  considered  as  parol. All 
of  the  cases  dealing  with  the  sale  of  standing  timber,  whether  or  not 
the  agreement  is  considered  as  within  the  statate  of  frauds,  give  prac- 
tically the  same  status  to  the  right  of  the  vendee  of  the  timber  to 
go  upon  the  land  to  cut  and  remove.  This  right  is  a  necessary  inci- 
dent to  all  sales  of  growing  timber  unless  it  is  manifest  that  the 
vendor  himself  is  to  cut  the  timber,  and,  if  not  expressed  in  the 
agreement,  it  is  considered  as  implied  therein  Such  a  right,  if  it 
conferred  upon  the  vendee  the  auth(Hity  to  enter  on  the  land  and 
then  exercise  a  right  or  privilege  at  his  own  pleasure,  free  from  tiie 
control  of  the  owner  of  tiie  land,  during  the  continuance  of  the  con- 
tractj  would  dearly  confer  on  the  vendee  a  right  or  interest  in  the 
prraiises  which  would  be  within  the  statute  of  frauds,"  and  this 
conclusion  is  recognized  by  the  decisions  regardless  of  their  attitude 
concerning  Uie  character  of  the  sale  of  tiie  timber,  and  so,  in  giving 
the  right  of  entry  effectiveness  when  granted  by  parol,  it  is  consid- 
ered a  mere  lic^se,  which  confers  only  a  privilege,  and  d<m  not  pass 
an  estate  and  may,  therefore,  be  revoked  or  countermanded  at  any 
time  by  the  licensor.**  There  is  no  question  in  view  of  the  char- 
acter given  it  that  a  valid  license  to  enter  upon  land  and  to  cut  and 
remove  timber  may  be  given  by  parol.**  Such  a  license  very  often 
asBumee  the  form  of  a  sale,  and  it  only  fails  to  become  a  sale  because 
it  is  not  put  in  legal  form.**   A  parol  license  to  cut  timber,  being 

11.  Emenon  v.  Shores,  95  Me.  237,  165,  59  A.  S.  R.  905,  34  LJI.A.  821 ; 

49  Atl.  1051,  85  A.  S.  E.  404;  Fish  Bruley  v.  Garvin,  105  Wis.  625,  81 

V.  CapweU,  18  R.  I.  667,  29  Atl.  840,  N.  W.  1038,  48  L.R.A.  839. 

49  A.  S.  R.  807,  25  L.R.A.  159.   And  Notes:  77  Am.  Dec.  376;  111  A. 


12.  Owens  v.  Lewis,  46  Ind.  488,  15  15.  Jenkins  v.  Lykes,  19  Fla.  148, 
Anu  Rep,  295 ;  Qiles  v.  Simonds,  15  45  Am.  Rep.  19 ;  Baker  v.  Kenney,  145 
Gray  (Mass.)  441,  77  Am.  Dec.  373  la.  638,  124  N.  W.  901,  139  A.  S.  R. 
and  note;  Yoekey  v.  Norn,  101  Mich.  456;  Erskine  v.  Plummer,  7  Greenl. 
193,  60  N.  W.  685,  26  L.R.A.  146.  (Me.)  447,  22  Am.  Dec.  216;  Emeraon 

Note:  55  L.R.A.  617  et  seq.  v.  Shores,  95  Me.  237,  49  Atl.  1051, 

13.  Giles    V.    Simonds,    15    Gray  85  A.  S.  R.  404;  Claflin  v.  Carpenter, 


14.  Northern  Pacific  R.  Co.  v.  Paine,  381;  Spalding  v.  Archibald,  52  Mich. 

U9  V.  S.  561,  7  S.  Ct.  323,  30  U.  S.  365,  17  N.  W.  940,  50  Am.  Rep.  253; 

(L.  ed.)  513;  Owens  v.  Lewis,  46  Ind.  Wait  v.  Baldwin,  60  Mieh.  622,  27 

488,  15  Am.  Rep.  295;  Byaasee  v.  N.  W.  697,  1  A.  S.  R.  551;  Hirth  v. 

Reese,  4  Mete.  (Ky.)   372,  83  Am.  Graham,  50  Ohio  St.  67,  33  N.  E.  90, 

Dec.  481;  Giles  v.  Simonds,  15  Gray  40  A.  S.  R  641  and  Dote,  19  L.R.A. 

(Mass.)  441,  77  Am.  Dec.  373;  Hirth  721;  Broley  v.  Garvin,  105  Wis.  625, 

V.  Graham.  50  Ohio  St.  67,  33  N,  E.  81  N.  W.  1038,  48  L.R.A.  839. 
40  A.  S.  R.  641,  19  L.R.A.  721  and      16.  Spalding  v.  Archibald,  52  Mich, 

note;  Fish  v.  CapweU,  18  R.  I.  667,  365,  17  N.  W.  940,  50  Am.  Rep.  253; 

29  AU.  840,  49  A.  S.  R.  807  and  Hodsdon  v.  Kennett,  73  N.  H.  225, 

note,  25  L.R.A.  159;  Keystone  Lumber  60  Atl.  686,  111  A.  S.  R.  607. 
Ca  V.  Kolman,  94  Wis.  465,  69  N.  W.     Note:  77  Am.  Dee.  376. 
R.  C.  L.  Vol.  XVII.— 68.  1073 
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simply  an  authority  to  do  certain  acts  upon  anotlier's  land,  has  been 
held  to  be  founded  in  personal  confidence  and  therefore  not  to  be 
assignable,  ^ce  the  owner  may  repose  a  confidence  in  the  Uc«isee 
which  he  would  not  extend  to  another.*'  There  is,  however,  author- 
ity to  the  effect  that  a  license  to  cut  limber,  evidenced  by  a  written 
instrument,  is  assignable  whether  made  so  by  express  words  or  not'* 
Tlie  assignee  will,  however,  be  bound  by  a  limitation  placed  upon 
tiie  license  to  enter  although  he  has  no  knowledge  thereof.*'  A  parol 
license  to  cut  timber  being  deemed  personal  between  the  parties  it 
follows  that  it  is  revoked  by  the  licensor's  conveyance  of  the  land  to 
another,'**  or  by  the  deaUi  of  the  licensee  *  or  the  licensor.'  Before 
revocation  in  any  of  the  ways  indicated  the  vendee  may  act  upon  the 
license,  enter  upon  the  land  and  cut  the  timber,  and  his  acta  in  so 
doing  will  not  constitute  him  a  trespasser.*  This  right  of  entry, 
however,  is  not  the  ordinary  actual  occupation,  as  absolute  ownw  in 
fee,  but  is  merely  a  rig^t  to  enter  and  remove  \he  timber,  doing  no 
damage  and  committing  no  trespass  beyond  what  is  actually  neces- 
sary to  accomplish  this  end,  and  ordinarily  confers  no  right  to  erect 
and  occupy  buildings  or  other  structures  on  the  land  *  After  the 
license  has  been  revoked  the  entry  of  the  licensee  upon  the  land  will 
constitute  a  trespass.*  If  such  license  is  not  revoked  before  the  trees 
are  severed,  the  title  to  the  trees  will  vest  in  Uie  vendee,  and  the 
license  after  severance  will  become  coupled  with  an  interest  and  irrev- 
ocable, and  the  vendee  will  have  a  perfect  right  to  enter  and  remove 
the  trees  thus  severed.*  According  to  some  decisions  the  licensee  is 
entitled  to  the  timber  severed  from  the  land  by  a  trespasser  or  wrong- 

17.  Emerson  v.  Fisk,  6  Greenl.  52  Mich.  365,  17  N.  W.  940,  60  Am. 
(Me.)  200,  19  Am.  Dec.  206;  Bruley  Rep.  253. 

V.  Garvin,  105  Wis.  625,  81  N.  W.      Note:  19  L.R.A.  722  et  seq. 
1038,  48  L.R.A.  839.  4.  Heflin  v,  Biogham,  56  Ala.  566, 

18.  Keystone  Lumber  Co.  v.  Kol-  28  Am.  Rep.  776. 

man,  94  Wis.  465,  69  N.  W.  165,  59  6.  Owens  v.  Lewis,  46  Ind.  488,  15 
A.  S.  R.  905,  34  L.R.A.  821.  Am.  Rep.  295;  Giles  v.  Simonds,  15 

19.  Kemble  v.  Dresser,  1  Mete.  Gray  (Mass.)  441,  77  Am.  Dec.  373; 
(Mass.)  271,  35  Am.  Dec  364.  Hodsdon  v.  Kennett,  73  N.  H.  225,  60 

20.  See  infra,  par.  10.  Atl.  686,  111  A.  S.  R.  607. 

1.  Bruley  v.  Garvin,  105  Wis.  625,  6.  Jenkins  v.  Lvkes,  19  Fla.  148,  45 
81  N.  W.  1038,  48  L.R.A.  839.  Am.  Rep.  19;  Baker  v.  Kenney,  145 

2.  Putney  v.  Day,  6  N.  H.  430,  25  la.  638,  124  N.  W.  901,  139  A.  S.  R. 
Am.  Dec  470;  Hodsdon  v.  Kennett,  456;  Erskine  v.  Plummer,  7  QreenL 
73  N.  H.  225,  60  Atl.  686,  111  A.  (Me.)  447,  22  Am.  Dec  216;  Emerson 
S.  R.  607;  Bruley  v.  Garvin,  105  Wis,  v.  Shores,  95  Me.  237,  49  Ati.  1051, 
625,  81  N.  W.  1038,  48  L.R.A.  839.  85  A.  8.  R.  404  and  note;  Giles  v. 

3.  Jenkins  v.  Lykes,  19  Fla.  148,  45  Simonds,  15  Gray  (Mass.)  441,  77  Am. 
Am.  Rep.  19;  Erskme  v.  Plummer,  7  Dec.  373;  Delaney  v.  Root,  99  Mass. 
Greenl.  (Me.)  447,  22  Am.  Dec.  216;  546,  97  Am.  Dec.  52;  Spalding  v.  Arch- 
Wetherbee  v.  Green,  22  Mich.  311,  7  ibald,  52  Mich.  365,  17  N.  W.  940,  50 
Am.  Rep.  653;  Spalding  v.  Arehibald,  Am.  Rep.  253;  Mftcomber  v.  Detroit, 
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doer  during  the  period  of  the  license,^  though  there  is  also  authority 
to  the  effect  that  under  a  mere  permit  to  cut  timber  upon  a  certain 
lotf  the  permittee  has  no  title  to  trees  cut  by  a  trespasser  upon  the  lot> 
The  direct  result  of  a  parol  sale  of  standing  trees  would  be  practically 
the  same,  whether  the  agreement  be  considered  as  within  the  statute 
of  frauds  and  therefore  void  or  voidable,  or  whether  it  be  considered 
valid,  and  not  within  the  statute.  The  purchaser  would  be  entitled 
to  enter  upon  the  laud  and  to  cut  and  remove  the  timber  purchased 
until  his  license  is  revoked.  Aftsr  the  revocation,  however,  the  rights 
and  remedies  of  the  purchaser  against  his  vendor  vary  in  some  degree. 
If  die  contract  were  void  it  would  seem  reasonable  that  the  purchaser 
could  maintain  no  action  for  damage  sustained  by  the  termination 
of  his  license,  but  if  the  contract  were  valid,  the  revocation  of  the 
license  by  the  vendor  would  be  equivalent  to  a  breach  of  an  implied 
or  express  part  of  the  contract,  which  would  bar  the  purchaser  from 
securing  its  benefits  and  would  entitle  him  to  sue  for  damages  for 
a  breach  of  an  executory  contract  of  sale.*  The  contract,  even  if 
within  the  statute,  is  not  properly  speaking  invalid,  as  the  statute 
only  inhibits  all'aetions  brought  to  enforce  the  contract,  and  so  whete 
it  has  been  in  part  performed,  the  rights,  duties  and  obligations  of 
the  parties  resulting  from  such  performance  stand  unaffected  by  the 
statute.  A  license  cannot  be  revoked  as  to  acts  done  under  it.  The 
revocation  is  prospective,  not  retrospective.  Therefore  it  cannot  affect 
the  title  to  the  vendee  of  trees  severed  at  the  time  of  revocation,  and, 
in  some  instances,  where  the  licensee  has  made  expenditures  upon 
the  faith  of  the  license,  it  cannot  be  revoked  at  the  will  of  the  licensor, 
unless  the  licensee  can  be  placed  in  statu  quo.^^  In  fact,  it  is  a  well 
settled  rule  that  in  regard  to  all  verbal  contracts  for  the  sale  of  lands, 
a  substantial  performance  takes  them  out  of  the  operation  of  the 
statute,  and  in  such  case  a  court  of  equity  will  enforce  a  specific 
performance."  Where  the  contract  has  been  fully  executed  by  the 
severance  and  removal  of  trees  it  is  clear  that  it  is  no  longer  revo- 
cable,^' and  in  some  jurisdictions  an  irrevocable  license  to  cut  and 

etc.,  R.  Co.,  108  Mich.  491,  66  N.  455;  Hirth  t.  Graham,  50  Ohio  St. 
W.  376,  62  A.  S.  R.  713  and  note;  67,  33  N.  E.  90,  40  A.  S.  R.  641,  19 
Bruley  v.  Garvin,  105  Wis.  625,  81  L.R.A.  721;  Fish  v.  Capwell,  18  R.  I. 
N.  W.  1038,  48  L.R.A.  839.  667,  29  Atl.  840,  49  A.  8.  E.  807,  25 

Notes:  77  Am.  Dec  376  ;  86  Am.  L.R.A.  159. 
Dec.  182;  62  A.  S.  R.  714;  19  L.RA.     Note:  19  L.R.A.  723. 
722  et  seq.;  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  877.  10.  Owens  v.  Lewis,  46  Ind.  488,  15 

7.  Keystone  Lumber  Co.  v.  Kohnan,  Am.  Rep.  295;  Giles  v.  Simonds,  15 
94  Wis.  465,  69  N.  W.  165,  59  A.  S.  Gray  (Mass.)  441,  77  Am.  Dec  373. 
R.  905,  34  L.R.A.  821.  Note:  128  A.  S.  R.  876. 

8.  Note:  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  877.  11.  Owens  v.  Lewis,  46  Ind.  488,^ 

9.  Emerson  v.  Shorn,  96  Me.  237,  16  Am.  Rep.  295.   And  see  Spsoifio 
49  AtL  1051,  86  A.  S.  R.  404;  Hill  Pebfobuance. 

V.  Hill,  113  Mass.  103,  18  Am.  Rep.     12.  Erskine  v.  Plnmmer,  7  Oreenl. 
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remove  standing  timber  may  be  created  in  writing  or  provable  by 
parol,  on  account  of  performance  or  payment  of  consideration^  which 
is  an  interest  in  the  land,  and  the  right  acquired  under  such  license 
is  in  effect  an  easement  or  right  analogous  thereto.'* 

UL  Grants  of  Txmbbb 

In  Qeneral 

8.  I>eeds  of  Timber  In  General. — ^Regardless  of  the  attitude  of  the 
courts  upon  the  question  of  the  relation  of  the  statute  of  frauds  to 
ordinary  agreements  of  sale  of  timber  it  is  universally  recognized 
that  the  timber  may  be  transferred  by  deed,  grant  or  reservation,  and 
constitute  an  estate  separate  from  the  land  itself.'*  When  so  sepa- 
rated, it  retains  its  character  so  long  as  it  remains  uncut;  but  when 
'severed  it  becomes  personal  property.'*  It  may  be  difficult  in  many 
oases  to  determine  from  the  terms  of  a  .contract  whether  the  parties 
intend  to  grant  a  present  estate  in  the  trees  while  growing,  or  only 
a  right  either  definite  or  unlimited  as  to  time  to  enter  and  cut,  with 
a  title  to  the  property  when  it  becomes  a  chattel.'*  If  the  former 
be  the  case,  then  under  all  the  decisions  an  instrument  adequate  to 
convey  real  estate  is  required,  but  if  the  latter,  it  may  or  may  not 
be  within  the  statute,  depending  upon  the  view  taken  by  the  court 
wherein  the  question  arises."  The  courts  holding  to  the  doctrine 
that  such  an  agreement  is  not  within  the  statate  have  been  loath  to 
hold  an  instrument  conveying  standing  timber  to  be  a  deed,  although 
the  agre^nrat  be  evidenced  by  a  written  instrument  which  is  sub- 
stantially a  deed  of  the  trees,'^  nevertheless  when  the  intention  to 
convey  an  interest  in  the  land  is  actually  manifested  the  instrument 
so  conveying  it  should  comply  with  the  requirements  incident  to  a 
deed.  It  is  subject  to  the  registry  or  recording  laws,  although  the 
estate  may  be  a  determinable  one,  and  should,  therefore,  be  recorded 

(Me.)  447,  22  Am.  Dec.  216;  Wait  t.  100  Tex.  270,  08  S.  W.  238,  123  A. 

Baldwin,  60  Mich.  622,  27  N.  W.  697,  S.  B.  803. 

1  A.  S.  R.  551;  Putney  v.  Day,  6  N.  18.  Emerson  v.  ShoroB,  95  Me.  237, 

H.  430,  25  Am.  Dec.  470.  ^  ^tl.  1051,  85  A.  S.  B.  404;  Bntter- 

13.  Baker  y.  Kenney,  146  la.  638,  ^^^i^  a' 

124  N.  W.  901,  139  A.  S,  B.  466;  ^o,  78, 131  A  S.  B,  &40, 15  L.B.A. 

D„t-^^„  „  Tia«  R  -M  TT  Aon  OK  A—  (N.S.)  1123;  Lodwiek  Jjamber  Co.  v. 

Dec  470  ^^y*"'              270,  98  S.  W.  238, 

^Q^!;,^T?°SJk®«T^^  ^^lO^I^a^ef  Lumber  Co.  v.  Taylor, 
^^^r  ®,-Ao      S*".^.^        Tex.  270,  98  S.  W.  238,  123  A. 

V.  O'Neal,  81  Minn.  15,  83  N,  W.  471,  g  jj  303 

83  A.  S.  B.  362;  Butterfield  Lmnber    '17'  See  supra,  par.  4,  5. 
Co.  V.  Guy,  92  Miss.  361,  45  So.  78,     ig.  Fish  v.  Capwell,  18  B.  I.  667, 
131  A.  S.  B.  540,  15  LJt.A.(N.S.)  29  Atl.  840, 49  A.  S.  B.  807,  26  L.BA. 
1123;  Lodwiek  Lmnber  Co.  v.  Taylor,  159. 

1076 


Digitized  by  Google 


17  B.  C.  U 


LOOS  AND  TIHBEB 


in  order  to  protect  the  interest  of  the  grantee  properly.**  The  same 
formalitieB  may  not,  however,  be  required  to  bind  the  grantor  and 
his  heirs  as  are  necessary  to  affect  a  purchaser  of  the  land  for  vfJue 
from  the  grantor,  for  example,  under  some  statutes,  a  deed  is  required 
to  be  signed  and  sealed  to  convey  an  interest  in  realty,  and  in  order 
to  be  valid  against  any  persons  but  the  grantor  and  his  heirs  it  must 
be  attested,  acknowledged  and  recorded.  The  rule  as  to  the  effective- 
n^  of  any  condition  or  defeasance  applies,  and  a  provision  intended 
to  affix  a  condition  to  an  absolute  deed  for  timber,  requiring  ita 
removal  within  a  limited  time,  will  not  affect  a  purchaser  from  ike 
original  grantee  of  the  timber  unless  the  condition  is  executed  and 
attmded  with  all  the  formalities  required  by  the  statute.***  The,  inter- 
est secured  by  a  deed  conveying  standing  timber  may  be  reconveyed 
by  deed.'  According  to  some  decisions,  since  the  timber  granted  or 
reserved  separately  from  the  land  retains  its  character  as  real  estate 
so  long  as  it  remains  uncut,*  the  owner  of  the  soil  cannot  be  revested 
with  title  to  the  timber  conveyed  by  him  by  a  mere  verbal  declara- 
tion of  his  grantee  that  he  has  surrendered  it  to  the  owner  of  the 
soil.*  This  conclusion  has,  however,  been  questioned,*  and  it  has  been 
held  that  where  a  valid  deed  for  growing  timber  has  been  executed 
or  the  land  has  been  sold  reserving  the  trees,  this  constitutes  a  valid 
severance  of  the  trees  from  the  land,  they  become  personal  property, 
and  the  vendee's  interest  in  them  may  be  transferred  or  assigned  as 
personal  property.* 

9.  Warranty  of  Title  to  Timber. — ^Where  a  deed  for  standing  tim- 
ber conveys  an  interest  in  the  land  it  is  not  controlled  by  the  doctrine 
of  warranty  or  applicable  to  sdes  of  personal  property,  and  so  the 
doctrine  of  caveat  emptor  must  apply  in  the  absence  of  fraud,  unless 
the  purchaser  has  been  protected  by  a  covenant  of  warranty  of  title 
in  the  deed,  as  such  a  covenant  will  not  be  implied,*  and  warranty 
where  it  is  inserted  in  a  conveyance  of  standing  timber  is  a  real  and 
not  a  personal  warranty.'  The  contrary  has  been  held  in  a  case 
where  the  trees  conveyed  were  particular  ones  marked  in  a  certain 
manner,  it  being  held  that  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  instru- 
ment of  conveyance  was  a  deed,  it  constituted  a  bill  of  sale  of  per- 

19.  McRae  v.  StiUwall,  lU  Oa.  65,  Atl.  840,  49  A.  8.  R.  807,  25  L.R.A. 
36  S.  E.  604,  56  L.B.A.  513;  Kingsley  159;  Smith  v.  Bryan,  5  Md.  141,  59 
V.  Holbrook,  46  N.  H.  313,  Q6  Am.  Am.  Deo.  104. 

Dec  173.   And  see  Bboobds.  6.  Kingsley  v.  Holbrook,  45  N.  H. 

20.  Kingsley  v.  Holbrook,  45  N.  H.  313,  86  Am.  Dec.  173;  Fairbanks  v. 
313,  86  Am.  Dee.  173.  Stowe,  83  Vt.  155,  74  AU.  1006,  138 

1.  Bond  T.  Ungerecht,  129  Tenn.  A.  S.  B.  1074. 

631, 167  S.  W.  1116,  L.R.A.191SA  571.  Note:  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  871  et  seq. 

2.  EmexBon  v.  Shorea,  95  Me.  237,  6.  Slocnm  t.  Seymour,  36  N.  J.  L. 
40  Aa  1051.  85  A.  S.  R.  404.  138,  13  Am.  Rep.  432. 

S.  Note:  128  A.  S.  R.  874.  7.  Note:  56  LR.A.  516. 
1  Fish  V.  Capwell,  18  R.  I.  667,  20 
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sonalty  merely,  and  therefore  a  coveaant  of  general  warranty  of  title 
contained  in  it  and  a  provision  for  a  lien  on  the  land  deecribed  to 
make  good  the  warranty  was  not  a  covenant  running  with  the  trees, 
but  was  merely  a  warranty  as  to  personalty,  and  therefore  did  not 
run  with  the  trees  but  was  merely  a  personal  right  of  the  fust  vendee 
and  recovery  could  not  be  had  against  the  vendor  by  a  subsequent 
purchaser.*  A  warranty  as  to  the  size  of  timber  sold  does  not  pass 
to  one  who  purchases  the  timber  by  parol  from  the  one  to  whom 
the  warranty  was  made,  as,  in  order  that  a  parol  sale  shall  be  vaUd, 
there  must  be  a  sale  of  personalty,  and  there  is  no  rule  by  which  a 
warranty  of  a  chatt^  attaches  to  and  runs  with  it  as  with  land.* 

10.*  Right  of  Grantee  of  Land  as  against  Prior  Interest  Secured 
in  Timber. — ^The  rights  of  purchasers  of  land  as  against  persons  claim- 
ing an  interest  in  the  timber  through  the  purchaser's  grantor  some- 
times come  into  conflict.  In  view  of  what  has  been  said  in  reference 
to  tiie  character  of  timber  as  real  estate,  it  would  seem  clear  that  the 
purchaser  of  the  timber  by  deed,  which  is  duly  acknowledged  and 
recorded,  holds  his  title  as  against  a  subsequent  grantee  of  Ihe  land," 
and  the  same  is  true  where  the  timber  is  reserved  or  excepted  in  the 
deed  by  which  the  grantor  of  the  subsequent  grantee  took  tide.'* 
Where,  however,  the  reservation  in  a  deed  does  not  constitute  an  excep 
lion,  but  is  viewed  merely  as  an  unassignable  license,  it  is  revoked 
by  a  subsequent  conveyance  of  the  land.''  The  sale  of  standing  tim- 
ber by  a  written  instrument  not  acknowledged  or  recorded  as  a  deed 
amounts  only  to  an  executory  contract  or  revokable  license  which  is 
revoked  by  a  subsequent  conveyance  of  tlie  land  to  another  person ; 
as  to  such  subsequent  purchaser  the  license  is  void.  And  this  con- 
clusion would  be  reached  even  if  it  should  be  held  that  the  original 
agreement  was  not  within  the  statute  of  frauds  and  therefore  valid 
as  between  the  parties  thereto."  This  would  certainly  be  true  if 
the  sale  were  considered  void  as  not  being  within  the  requirements 
of  the  statute,'^  and  the  fact  that  the  purchaser  of  the  timber  has 
paid  for  the  same  in  full  will  not  affect  this  conclusion.'*   Nor  will 

8.  Asber  Lumber  Co.  v.  Comett,  58  29  Atl.  840,  49  A.  S.  R.  807,  26  LJI.A. 
S.  W.  438,  22  Ky.  L.  Bep.  569,  56  169;  Byaase  v.  Reese,  4  Mete  (Mass.) 
L.R.A.  672.  372,  83  Am.  Dec.  481. 

9.  Note :  55  L.R.A.  515.  As  to  war-  14.  Northern  Pac.  R.  Co.  t.  Paine, 
ranty  generally,  see  Sales.  119  U..S.  561,  7  S.  Ct.  323,  30  V.  S. 

10.  Lee  Lumber  Co.  v.  Hotard,  122  (L.  ed.)  513;  Jenkins  v.  Lykes,  19  Fla. 
La.  850,  48  So.  286,  129  A.  S.  R.  368.  148,  45  Am.  Rep.  19;  Owens  v.  Lewia, 
And  see  supra,  par.  8.  46  Ind.  488,  16  Am.  Rep.  295 ;  Bruley 

11.  Wait  V.  Baldwin,  60  Hicb.  622,  v.  Garvin,  106  Wis.  625,  81  N.  W.  1038, 
27  N.  W.  697,  1  A.  8.  R.  55L  48  L.R.A.  839. 

12.  United  States  Coal,  etc.,  Co.  t.  Note:  128  A.  S.  R.  875. 
Harrison,  71  W.  Va.  217,  76  S.  E.  15.  Jenkins  v.  Lykes,  19  Fla.  148, 
346,  47  L.B.A.(N.S.)  870.  45  Am.  Rep.  19. 

13.  Fidi  V.  Capwell,  18  B.  I.  667, 
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the  fact  that  the  grantor  of  the  land  gave  notice  to  the  grantee  that 
the  timber  had  pfeviously  been  sold  to  another.  The  purchaser 
of  the  timber  will  be  compelled  to  seek  redress  from  his  vendor.^* 
The  lawful  way  for  a  vendor  of  timber  to  protect  his  vendee  under 
such  circumstancee  would  be  to  reserve  the  timber  so  sold,  in  the  deed 
conveying  the  land."  Where  this  is  done  the  vendor  may  either 
proceed  himself  under  the  reservation  or  permit  the  person  who  pur- 
chased the  timber  from  him  to  proceed  to  cut  and  remove.^^  There 
are,  however,  cases  which  seem  to  imply  that  notice  of  a  sale  of  the 
timber  prior  to  the  conveyance  of  the  land  will  protect  the  interest 
of  the  purchaser  of  the  timber.^*  And  where  the  sale  of  the  timber 
was  made  by  deed  duly  executed  and  complying  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  statute  of  frauds,  actual  notice  of  the  title  so  conveyed 
or  such  facts  as  might  put  a  subsequent  grantee  on  inquiry  may  be 
sufficient  to  charge  him  with  notice  of  the  outstanding  title  and  a^ect 
his  interest  in  the  land.**^  So  it  has  been  held  that  persons  who  enter 
into  the  possession  of  land  under  a  grant  of  the  right  to  remove  the 
timber  herefrom,  construct  logging  camps,  and  engage  in  cutting 
such  timber,  are  in  such  open  and  adverse  possession  as  to  constitute 
notice  of  their  right  to  subsequent  purchasers  of  the  land.  The  facts 
that  such  logging  camps  are  more  extensive  than  required  to  remove 
that  particular  timber  and  that  such  persons  are  engaged  in  general 
logging  operations  in  the  vicinity  are  immaterial.^  But  a  bona  fide 
purchaser  of  the  land  without  notice  of  the  existence  of  an  unrecorded 
deed  to  the  timber  will  take  titie  clear  of  such  incumbrance  *  A  license 
to  cut  timber  is  revoked  by  a  contract  to  convey  the  land  as  readily 
as  by  a  deed,  for  such  a  contract  vests  in  the  future  grantee  the 
beneficial  titie  to  the  timber  as  between  him  and  his  grantor,  and 
the  grantor  is  divested  of  all  right  to  dispose  of  the  timber  thereafter, 
and  this  is  the  case  whether  the  contract  is  for  the  whole  or  only 
an  undivided  half  of  the  land.  In  the  latter  case  the  revocation  wiH 
be  pro  tanto.*  If,  howevwf,  a  grantee  has  notice  of  a  parol  sal* 
and  permits  the  purchaser  to  continue  to  act  under  the  license  accom- 
panying the  sale,  it  will  be  con»dered  as  unrevoked  until  expressly 
revoked  by  such  purchaser  or  by  a  subsequent  conveyance.*  Ordina- 
te. Emerson  t.  Shores,  96  Me.  237,  20.  BoUand  t.  (VNeal,  81  Minn.  16, 
49  All.  1051,  85  A.  S.  R.  404.  83  N.  W.  471,  83  A.  S.  E.  362. 

17.  EmeisoD  v.  Shores,  95  Me.  237,     Note:  56  LXA.  514  et  seq. 

49  Atl.  1051,  86  A.  S.  R.  404;  Wim-     1.  Bolland  v.  O'Neal,  81  Minn.  15, 
brow  V.  Morris,  118  Md.  91,  84  AtL  83  N.  W.  471,  83  A.  S.  R.  362. 
238,    47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  882;  Mengal     2.  Weir  v.  Snider  Saw  Mill  Co.,  88 
Box  Co.  V.  Moore,  114  Tenn.  596,  87  Ohio  St.  424,  103  N.  E.  133,  Ann. 
S.  W.  415,  4  Ann.  Cas.  1047.  Cas,  1916B  233. 

18.  Heflin  v.  Bingham,  66  Ala.  666,  3.  Bmley  v.  Garvin,  105  Wis.  625, 
28  Am.  Rep.  776.  81  N.  W.  1038,  48  LiRA.  839. 

19.  Byasse  v.  Reese,  4  Mete.  (Ky.)      4.  Jenkins  v.  Lykes,  Ifl  Pla.  148,  46 


372.  83  Am.  Dec.  481. 


Am.  Rep.  19. 
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rily,  however,  notwithstanding  the  absence  of  evidence  of  notice  by 
the  grantee  the  act  of  the  licensee  in  cutting  timber  after  conveyance 
of  the  land  will  not  entitle  him  to  such  timber  as  against  the  new 
owner  of  the  land  if  there  are  no  circumstances  which  constitute  an 
estoppel.* 

Fee  Simple  and  Terminable  Ettaiea  in  Timber 

11.  Deeds  Conveying  Fee  Simple  Estate  and  Perpetual  License  to 
Remove  Timber. — It  is  recognized  that  tJiere  may  be  different  owner- 
ships in  real  estate,  according  to  its  different  characters,  as  for  examine 

the  trees  and  the  land,  and  the  fact  of  diverse  ownership  does  not 
change  the  character  of  timber  as  real  estate  until  actually  severed.' 
This  being  the  case,  a  fee  simple  title  can  be  made  in  one  character 
of  real  estate  as  well  as  anothw,  and  it  is  as  lawful  and  binding  to 
make  a  fee  simple  title  to  the  trees  forming  a  part  of  the  land  as 
to  make  a  deed  to  the  entire  real  estate,  including  the  land,'  and 
to  keep  thereby  the  two  estates  perpetually  separate.  Or  a  perpetual 
license  or  easement  to  enter  and  cut  timber  upon  l^e  land  of  another 
may  be  granted.'  In  line  with  this  conclusion  it  has  been  held  that 
n  grant  to  one,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  of  all  the  trees  and  timber 
.«tanding  and  growing  on  certain  lands  forever,  with  liberty  to  cut 
and  carry  them  away,  conveys  an  estate  of  inhwitance  in  the  trees 
and  timbw,  with  an  exclusive  interest  in  the  soil  so  far  only  as  it 
may  be  necessary  for  the  support  and  nourishment  of  the  trees,  and 
the  grantee  can  maintain  trespass  quare  clausum  fregit  against  the 
owner  of  the  soil  for  cutting  down  liie  trees So  where  a  deed  is 
regularly  executed  selling  and  conveying  the  "saw  timber,"  or  "all 
the  green  pine  timber"  growing  on  certain  lands,  and  no  mention 
is  made  in  the  conveyance  as  to  when  if  ever  the  timber  is  to  be  cut 
and  removed,  but  the  deed  is  wholly  without  condition  or  hmitation, 
the  absolute  title  passes  to  the  pun^aser,  and  the  grantor  or  his 
grantee  of  the  land  is  not  entitled  to  have  the  deed  canceled,  upon 
the  ground  that  it  was  improvidently  made  in  that  it  does  not  limit 
the  time  for  removal,  although  the  land  may  be  useless  or  seriously 
impaired  in  value,  so  long  as  the  timber  remains  thereon,  and  the 

6  Northern  Pac.  R.  Co.  v.  Paine,  Am.  Dec.  215;  Delaney  v.  Root,  99 

119  U.  S.  561,  7  S.  Ct.  323,  30  U.  S.  Mass.  546,  97  Am.  Dec.  62. 

(L.  ed.)  513.  Notes:  123  A.,S.  R.  806;  3  British 

6.  See  supra,  par.  3.  Rul.  Gas.  890. 

7.  Butterfield  Lumber  Co.  v.  Guy,  10.  Magnetic  Ore  Co.  v.  Markbury 
92  Miss.  361,  45  So.  78,  131  A.  S.  R.  Lumber  Co.,  104  Ala.  465,  16  So.  632, 
540,  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1123.  53  A.  S.  R,  73,  27  L.R.A.  434. 

Note:  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  873.  11.  Butterfield  Lumber  Co.  v.  Ouy, 

8.  Baker  v.  Kenney,  145  la.  638,  92  Miss.  361,  46  So.  78,  131  A.  S.  & 
124  N.  W.  901,  139  A.  S.  R.  456.  540,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1123. 

9.  Clap  V.  Draper,  4  Mass.  266,  3 
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purchaser  has  failed  to  remove  it  within  a  reasonable  time.**  The 
interest  of  the  purchaser  of  timber  under  a  deed  has  no  less  daim 
to  the  protection  of  the  law  than  the  interest  which  the  seller  retains 
in  the  soil.  If  the  grantor  desired  to  limit  the  title  whi(^  he  con- 
veyed, he  should  have  placed  it  in  the  contract.  If  it  had  been  his 
purpose  to  grant  a  license  merely  to  enter  the  land  and  cut  the  trees, 
his  contract  should  have  been  drawn  so  as  to  express  this  intention; 
Not  having  done  ao,  it  is  not  for  the  court,  at  his  instance,  to  give 
to  this  contract  an  intention  which  deprives  the  vendee  of  his  prop- 
erty and  is  contradictory  of  the  tenhs  of  the  deed  made  by  the 
vendor.'*  The  same  rule  applies  with  equal  force  to  a  purchaser 
of  the  land  from  the  first  grantor  by  deed,  reciting  the  previous  sale 
of  the  Umber.**  Many  of  these  deddons,  alfhou^  they  determine 
the  continuance  of  ownership  in  the  trees  to  be  perpetually  in  the 
grantee,  do  not  decide  directly  the  continuance  of  the  right  of  entry 
for  the  purpose  of  cutting  and  removing  after  the  lapse  of  a  reason- 
able time.  This  distinction  will  be  more  fully  developed  later.** 
But  the  latter  question  is  specifically  passed  upon  in  some  of  the 
decisions,  and  a  conveyance  granting  "all  the  timber  and  growth 
of  timber"  on  certain  lands,  with  the  privilege  at  all  times  of  enter- 
ing to  cut  and  remove  the  same  and  to  have  and  to  hold  the  same 
foiever,  has  been  held  to  grant  a  perpetual  right  to  remove  the 
timber  when  no  time  for  its  removal  is  specified.  The  use  of  the 
words  "growth  of  timber,"  together  with  "forever/*  indicates  that  the 
purpose  of  the  instrument  was  to  convey  not  only  the  timber  then 
standing  but  that  which  would  grow  in  the  future.**  And  so  where 
a  deed  expressly  conveys  to  the  vendee,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  for- 
ever, in  fee  simple,  certain  land,  q>ecified  to  consist  of  all  the  timber 
on  a  certain  tract,  there  goes  with  the  title  to  t^e  timber  the  right 
to  the  use  of  the  soil  for  its  sustenance  and  of  entry  upon  the  land 
for  its  enjoyment.  Consequently,  no  such  limitation  as  that  the 
timber  must  be  removed  within  a  reasonable  time  can  be  imported 
by  construction  into  such  a  grant  or  reservation.  The  very  terms 
of  the  deed,  when  it  says  the  title  is  conveyed  in  fee  simple  forever, 
answer  any  question  that  might  otherwise  arise  as  to  the  nature  and 
duration  i  the  right  granted.   If  the  vendee,  long  afterward,  enters 

12.  Magnetic  Ore  Co.  v.  Markbnry  13.  Batterfield  Lumber  Co.  v.  Guy, 
Lumber  Co.,  104  Ala.  465,  16  So.  632,  92  Miss.  361,  46  So.  78,  131  A.  S.  B. 
53  A.  S.  R.  73,  27  L.R.A.  434;  Butter-  540,  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1123.  ■ 
field  Lumber  Co.  v.  Guy,  92  Miss.  361,  14.  Magnetic  Ore  Co.  v.  Markbury 
45  So.  78, 131  A.  S.  R.  540,  15  L.R.A.  Lumber  Co.,  104  Ala.  465,  16  So.  632, 
(N.S.)  1123;  Smith  v.  Furbish,  68  53  A.  S.  R.  73,  27  L.R.A.  434. 
N.  H.  123,  44  Atl.  398,  47  L.R.A.  226.     15.  See  supra,  par.  12  et  seq. 

Notes:  46  L.R.A.(N.S.)  677;  47  16.  Baker  v.  Kenney,  145  la.  638, 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  871;  3  Britiah  Hul.  Gas.  124  N.  W.  901,  139  A.  S.  R.  456. 


886  et  seq. 


Note:  3  British  Rul.  Cas.  891, 
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and  cuts  the  timber,  he  is  not  liable  to  one  who  has  in  the  meantime 
acquired  the  title  to  the  soil.''  Likewise  a  fee  simple  deed  conveying 
"all  the  pine  trees  and  timber  suitable  for  milling  purposes"  conveys 
a  fee  simple  in  such  trees  at  the  date  of  the  deed  and  in  so  much  of 
the  land  as  is  necessary  to  sustain  them,  and  the  fact  tliat  the  grantee 
exercises  pcut  of  his  right  under  the  deed  does  not  deprive  him  or  his 
grantees  from  again  entering  upon  the  land  and  cutting  such  trees 
as  were  suitable  for  milling  purposes  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of 
the  deed,  and  the  terms  thereof  b^ng  unconditional,  he  is  not  required 
to  cut  the  timber  within  a  reasonable  time.'^  Some  of  the  decisions 
make  the  intention  to  sever  the  timber  the  test  for  determining 
whether  the  time  for  removal  is  unlimited  or  for  a  reasonable  time, 
and  hold  that  if  the  deed  is  silent  as  to  the  time  of  removal,  and  there 
is  nothing  in  the  other  stipulations  of  the  contract,  or  in  the  situa- 
tion of  the  parties  or  the  circumstances  surrounding  them  at  the  time 
the  contract  was  executed,  to  show  that  a  severance  of  the  timber 
from  the  soil  was  contemplated,  the  failure  to  remove  within  a  reason- 
able time  does  affect  the  grantee's  rights.  Where,  however,  it  is  clear 
that  the  parties  contemplated  a  severance,  though  no  time  is  fixed 
therefor,  a  removal  within  a  reasonable  time  is  implied."  Where 
timber  is  conveyed  absolutely,  a  s^arate  instrument  by  which  the 
purchaser  agrees  to  remove  the  same  within  a  specified  time  is  inad- 
missible to  show  that  the  right  to  remove  has  been  forfeited,  where 
the  statute  provides  that  no  written  conveyance  of  any  lands  shall 
be  defeated  nor  any  estate  encumbered  by  any  agreement  unless 
inserted  in  the  condition  of  conveyance  and  made  part  tiiereof, 
although  the  purchaser  might  be  liable  thereon  if  he  did  not  perform 
the  conditions  unless  they  were  modified.  Such  a  defeasance  being 
an  interest  in  land  must  be  under  seal  to  be  admissible  in  evidence.'* 
12.  Limitatloii  of  Right  to  Remove;  Reasonable  Time. — ^Although 
it  is  generally  conceded  that  the  parties  to  an  agreement  may,  if  they 
choose,  make  a  contract  whereby  one  will  be  entitled  to  a  perpeWl 
right  to  enter  upon  the  land  of  the  other  and  remove  timber  there- 
from, it  has  been  held  in  the.  majority  of  the  decisions  that  such 
an  agreement  is  so  unreasonable  in  its  nature  that  no  contract  will 
be  held  to  have  this  effect  unless  it  is  plainly  manifest  from  its  terms 
that  such  was  the  intention  of  the  parties,'  and  therefore  a  deed  con- 

17.  Lodviok  Lumber  Co.  v.  Taylor,     Note:  3  British  RoL  Cob.  887. 

100  Tex.  270,  98  S.  W.  238,  123  A.  SO.  Kingsley  v.  Holbrook,  46  N.  H. 

S.  R.  803.  313,  86  Am.  Dec  173. 

Note:  3  British  Rnl.  Cas.  892.  Note:  55  L.R.A.  526.' 

18.  Wilson  Lumber  Co.  v.  D.  W.  1.  McRae  t.  StUlwell,  111  Qa.  65, 
Alderman,  etc.,  Co.,  80  S.  C.  106,  61  36  S.  G.  604,  55  L.R.A.  613  and  note; 
S.  E.  217,  128  A.  S.  R.  865.  Hieks  v.  PhilUps,  146  Ky.  305,  142 

1%.  Hicks  V.  PhiJIips,  146  Ky.  305,  S.  W.  394,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  878;  East- 
142  S.  W.  304,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  878.  em  Kentucky  Mineral,  etc.,  Co. 
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▼eying  timber  without  stipulating  the  time  within  which  it  must 
be  removed  is  usually  construed  as  implying  that  such  removal  shall 
be  within  a  reasonable  time.*  The  courts  are  apparently  ready  to 
lay  hold  of  any  expressions  in  the  instrument  itself  or  in  the  sur- 
rounding circumstances  as  a  basis  for  construing  a  deed  as  granting 
a  reasonable  time  only,  rather  than  an  unlimited  time  for  removal. 
Thus  where  an  owner  of  timber  land  conveyed  the  pine  timber 
thereon  with  the  right  to  remove  in  ten  years  and  subsequently 
replaced  this  deed  with  a  second  one  conveying  all  the  timber  stand- 
ing, growing  or  being  on  the  land  to  the  vendee,  his  heirs  and  assigns^ 
to  have  and  to  hold  the  same  forever,  with  a  right  at  all  reasonable 
times  to  enter,  cut  and  remove,  the  court,  in  holding  that  the  right 
of  entry  and  removal  must  be  exercised  within  a  reasonable  time, 
pointed  out  the  circumstance  that  the  second  deed  was  so  closely  con- 
nected with  the  first  as  clearly  to  constitute  part  of  the  same  trans- 
action, and  the  fact  that  the  first  deed  contcuned  a  limitation  should 
be  considered  in  determining  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  the  second 
deed  as  to  the  time  within  which  the  timber  should  be  r^oved; 
moreover  the  court  considered  the  scope  of  the  entire  document, 
referred  to  the  fact  that  the  instrument  contained  a  blank  which 
apparently  was  intended  to  be  filled  up  with  a  limitation,  and  held 
further  that  the  habendum,  notwithstanding  the  use' of  the  word 
forever,  did  not  carry  a  fee  simple  estate,  reliance  being  placed  on 
the  fact  Uiat  Uie  timber  conveyed  was  only  that  growing  or  being 
on  the  land  at  tiie  time  of  the  conveyance,  and  its  duration  of  life 
was  not  confflstent  witii  the  prapetual  character  of  a  fee  simple  estate.* 
So  a  provision  in  conveyance  of  timber  granting  a  right  of  way 
through  the  land  to  continue  as  long  as  saw  mill  (^orations  might 
require  was  held  to  indicate  strongly  that  it  was  not  the  intention 
of  the  parties  to  convey  a  right  to  enter  and  remove  in  perpetuity.* 
And  a  provision  for  payment  for  timber  condsting  of  a  percentage 
of  the  profits  derived  from  cutting  and  removing  it  was  held  to  result 
obviously  in  the  conclusion  that  the  parties  intended  that  the  timber 
should  be  removed  within  a  reasonable  time,  as  otherwise  the  grantor 
would  not  receive  consideration  for  his  grant.*    Where  a  deed  to 

Swann-Day  Lamber  Co.,  148  Ky.  82,  Hoit  v.  Stratton  Mills,  54  N.  H.  109, 
146  S.  W.  438,  -16  UB.A.(N.S.)  672  20  Am.  Rep.  119;  Beatty  v.  Mathew- 
and  note;  Beatty  v.  Mathewson,  40  son,  40  Can.  Snp.  Ct.  557, 12  Ann.  Cas. 
Can.  Sup.  Ct.  557,  12  Ann.  Cas.  913,  913,  3  British  Rul.  Cas.  859  and  note. 
3  British  Rul.  Cas.  859  and  note.  Notes:  128  A.  S.  R.  870  et  seq.; 

2.  McRae  v.  StillweU,  111  Ga.  65,  12  Ann.  Cas.  918. 
36  S.  E.  604,  55  L.R.A.  513  and  note;     3.  Beatty  v.  Mathewson,  40  Can. 
Baker  t.  Kenney,  145  la.  638,  124  Sup.  Ct.  557,  12  Ann.  Cas.  913,  3 
N.  W.  901,  139  A.  S.  R.  456;  Eastern  British  Rul.  Cas.  859. 
Kentucky  Mineral,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Swann-     4.  MoRae  v.  Stillwell,  111  Ga.  65, 
Day  Lumber  Co.,  148  Ky.  82,  146  S.  36  S.  E.  604,  55  L.R.A.  513. 
W.  438,  46  L.R.A.{N.S.}  672  and  note;      5.  Eastern  Kentucky  Mineral,  etc, 
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die  standing  timber  on  separate  tracts  of  land  provides  Uiat  it  sball 
remain  in  force  as  to  each  tract  until  one  year  axhet  &e  vendee  begins 
to  cut  timber  therefrom,  it  has  been  held  that  the  vendee  is  required 
to  begin  cutting  witiiin  a  reasonable  time  notwi^standing  the  fact 
that  grant  of  the  right  of  entry  is  unlimited.'  What  constitutes 
a  reasonable  time  is  treated  elsewhere  in  this  article.' 

13.  Rule  that  Title  to  Timber  Remains  in  Vendee  after  Expiration 
of  Time  for  Removal. — ^The  title  to  timber  is  not  necessarily  fixed 
by  the  time  limited  for  removal,  and  it  is  possible  for  the  title  to  remain 
in  the  vendee  the  timber  after  his  right  to  enter  and  rranove  has 
terminated.  This  conclusion  has  been  reached  in  some  of  the  cases 
wherein  no  express  limitation  as  to  removal  has  been  fixed,  but  which 
the  courts  have  construed  as  implying  a  reasonable  time,  and  the 
rule  has  been  laid  down  that  regardless  of  the  question  as  to  whether 
the  right  to  enter  and  cut  can  be  exercised  after  a  reasonable  time, 
the  title  to  the  timber  having  been  conveyed  absolutely  remains 
indefinitely  in  tiie  grantee.^  So  it  has  been  held  that  the  fact  that 
in  an  instrument  conveying  or  selling  standing  timber  a  limited  time 
is  fixed  within  which  the  timber  is  to  be  cut  and  removed  does  not 
necessarily  prevent  the  title  from  vesting  in  the  grantee,'  and  con- 
tracts for  th^  sale  of  standing  trees  to  be  removed  within  a  specified 
time  may  be  regarded  as  conveying  an  absolute  tide,  in  whidi  case 
the  agreement  to  remove  is  considered  a  covenant  by  the  vendee. 
When  so  construed  the  timber  remains  the  property  of  the  purchaser 
although  not  removed  within  the  time  prescribed,'^  and  the  vendee 
may  enter  upon  the  land  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  and  remove 
the  timber,  though  such  entry  will  constitute  a  trespass  and  subject 
him  to  an  action  in  trespass  quare  olausum  fregit,  and  to  the  pay- 
ment of  damages  for  his  acf  A  wrongful  taking  of  the  timber 
by  the  vendor  after  the  time  limited  by  the  contract  is  a  conver- 

Co.  V.  Swarm-Day  Lumber  Co.,  148  57  N.  W.  176,  39  A.  S.  B.  643,  22 


Ky.  82,  146  S.  W.  438,  46  L.RA. 
(N.8.)  672. 


L.R.A.  641. 


6.  Hall  V.  Eastman,  89  Miss.  588,  43 
So.  2,  119  A.  S.  R.  709. 


Notes:  53  A.  8.  B.  77;  55  L.R.A. 
514  et  seq. 


8.  Magnetic  Ore  Co.  v.  Markbury 
Lumber  Co.,  104  Ala.  465,  16  So.  632, 

53  A.  S.  R.  73, 27  L.R.A  434;  Butter- 
field  Lumber  Go.  t.  Guy,  92  Hiss.  361, 
40  So.  78, 131  A.  S.  R.  640,  15  L.B.A. 
(N.S.)  1123;  Hoit  v.  Stratton  Mills, 

54  N.  H.  109,  20  Am.  Rep.  119;  Smitb 
V.  Furbish,  68  N.  H.  123,  44  Ati.  398, 
47  L.R.A.  226. 


7.  See  infra,  par.  16. 


10.  C.  W.  Zimmerman  Mfg.  Co.  v. 
Daffin,  149  Ala.  380,  42  So.  858,  123 
A.  S.  R.  58,  9  L.R.A.(N.S.)  663; 
Peterson  v,  Gibbs,  147  Cal.  1,  81  Pac. 
121,  109  A.  S.  R.  107;  Hoit  v.  Strat- 
ton Mills,  54  N.  H.  109,  20  Am.  Rep. 
U9. 


Note:  47  L.R.A. (N.S.)  871  et  seq. 


And  see  infra,  par.  15. 


0.  Mee  T.  Benedict,  98  Mich.  260, 


Note:  3  British  Rul.  Cas.  893. 


11.  C.  W.  Zimmerman  Mfg.  Co.  v. 
Daffin,  149  Ala.  380,  42  So.  858,  123 
A.  S.  R.  58,  9  L.R.A.(N.S.)  663;  Mid- 
yette  v.  Grubbs,  145  N.  C.  85,  68  8. 
E.  795,  13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  278. 
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sion  for  which  an  action  by  the  vendee  will  tie,  although  it  may 

be  that  he  would  be  entitled  to  remove  the  timber  but  not  to  appro- 
priate it  to  his  own  use.  On  the  other  hand,  the  vendor  has  a  right 
of  action  against  the  vendee  for  a  breach  of  covenant  in  not  removing 
the  timber  as  agreed.'^  It  has  been  held  that  a  vendee  of  the  timber 
cannot  secure  authority  from  the  court  to  enter  and  remove  his 
timber  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  allowed  therefor.''  When 
an  instrument  conveys  tiie  tiUe  to  timber  and  a  doubt  appears  from 
the  terms  used  as  to  whether  it  was  intended  that  it  should  revert 
to  the  grantor  at  the  end  of  the  period  limited  for  removal,  the  doubt 
should  be  resolved  against  the  reversion,  for  to  conclude  otherwise 
would  make  of  the  limitation  a  condition  sabeequent  carrying  a 
forfeiture  of  title,  instead  of  a  covenant,  and  it  is  a  general  principle 
that  such  conditions  are  not  fav(»:ed  in  law  and  must  be  sfrictiy 
construed.**  Thus  it  has  been  held  that  a  grant  of  timber  on  a 
specified  tract  of  land  containing  an  agreement  to  remove  within  a 
time  specified,  and  if  not  so  removed  to  pay  rent,  is  an  absolute  con- 
tract for  the  sale  of  such  timber  and  the  failure  to  remove  within 
the  time  stipulated  does  not  divest  the  purchaser  of  his  titie,  for  the 
stipulation  is  clearly  a  covenant  and  not  a  condition  carrying  a  for- 
feiture, nor  will  a  failure  to  pay  the  rent  necessarily  result  in  such  a 
penalty,  nor  can  the  agreement  be  controlled  or  affected  by  proof  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  parties  that  the  vendees  should  commence 
removal  within  a  certain  time  from  the  date  of  the  instrument." 
It  has  been  stated  in  some  of  the  decisions  that  the  rule  as  to  title  will 
apply  equally  to  cases  where  the  instrument  of  scde  is  not  a  deed,  but 
ia  recognized  as  a  valid  parol  contract.**  In  any  event,  however,  it 
will  be  found  from  an  examination  of  the  cases  that  the  conclusion 
of  the  court  as  to  whether  the  title  to  the  timber  remains  in  the  vendee 
or  reverts  to  the  vendor  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  cutting  de- 
pmds  largely  upon  the  wording  of  the  particular  contract  under  con- 
struction.*^ 

14.  Rule  that  Estate  Is  Terminated  after  Time  Limited  for 
Removal. — ^The  weight  of  authority  is  apparentiy  to  the  effect  that 
while  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  standing  timber  passes  title  to  the  tim- 
ber, such  titie  is  subject  to  defeasance  as  to  the  timber  not  removed 
within  the  time  limited,  whetiier  the  limitation  be  the  implied  one  of 

12.  C  W.  Zimmerman  Hfg.  Go.  v.  Daf&u.  149  Ala.  380,  42  So.  868,  123 
DaflOn,  140  Ala.  380,  42  So.  858,  123  A.  S.  B.  S8,  9  I^R.A.(N.S.)  663.  And 
A.  S.  R.  68,  9  L.B.A.(N.S.)  663.         see  Deeds,  vol.  8,  p.  lUO  et  seq. 

IS.  Peiice  v.  Finerty,  76  N.  H.  38,  16.  Peterson  v.  Oibbs,  147  CaL  1,  81 
76  AtL  194,  79  AtL  23,  29  L.B^.  Pac.  121,  100  A.'S.  B.  107. 


14.  G.  W.  Zimmerman  Hftf.  Go.  v.     17.  Note:  47  LR.A.(N.S.)  870,  882. 


(N.S.)  647. 
Note:  47  L.B.A.(N.S.)  872. 


16.  Wimbrow  v.  Morris,  118  Md. 
91,  84  AtL  238,  47  L.BJL.(N.S.)  882. 
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a  reasonable  tirae,*"  in  which  event  some  courts  have  based  their  deci- 
sion upon  the  theory  of  abandonment,"  or  whether  the  limitation  be 
expressly  fixed  in  the  instrument  itself,  and  the  timber  remaining 
standing  at  the  end  of  the  limited  period  is  the  property  of  the  ven- 
dor.'o  In  arriving  at  this  conclusion,  it  has  been  stated  that  the  con- 
traiy  rule  is  too  technical  and  leads  to  results  in  declared  rights  that 
are  inequitable  and  in  remedies  that  are  inadequate,  and  the  sound- 
ness of  a  construction  that  gives  rise  to  so  many  and  such  remedies  on 
breach  of  the  contract  may  well  be  doubted.  Some  of  tJtie  courts  hold- 
ing to  the  doctrine  of  indefeasible  title  declaim  that,  although  the 
grantee  does  not  lose  his  title  by  failure  to  ranove  the  timber  from 
the  land  within  the  period  limited,  the  court  cannot  give  him  author- 
ity to  enter  to  remove  after  expiration  of  the  period.  In  this  view 
there  would  be  an  existing  title  barren  of  right  to  be  enforced  legally, 
to  be  enjoyed  only  by  way  of  a  tresqpass.^  Under  the  decisions  follow- 
ing the  majority  rule  an  instrument  conveying  certain  timber  abso- 
lutely, to  have  and  to  hold  forever,  which  contains  an  agreement  that 
the  grantee  is  to  be  allowed  a  certain  number  of  years  in  which  to  re- 
move has  been  construed  as  conveying  a  defeasible  title.*  .  The  state- 
meni  of  the  rule  as  given  above  is  not  applicable  universally,  for  in 
some  of  the  cases  the  contracts  are  construed  as  passing  no  title  what- 
ever'to  the  standing  timber,  but  merely  to  constitute  a  sale  of  so  much 
of  the  timber  when  cut  as  might  be  removed  within  the  specified 
period,  and  in  some  it  is  considered  to  be  a  lease.'  The  first  construc- 
tion would  clearly  be  applicable  in  the  case  of  a  contract  not  constitut- 


18.  MeRae  v.  StiUweU,  111  Qa.  65,  Tenn.  631,  167  S.  W.  1116,  L.R.A. 
36  S.  E.  604,  55  L.R.A.  513  and  note;  1915 A  571;  Adkins  v.  Huff,  58  W. 
Beatty  v.  Mathewson,  40  Can.  Sup.  Va.  645,  52  S.  E.  773,  6  Ann.  Cas. 
Ct.  557,  12  Ann.  Cas.  913,  3  British  246  and  note,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  649  and 
Rul.  Cas.  859  and  note.  note ;  Golden  v.  Glock,  57  Wis.  118, 

Note:  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  876.  15  N.  W.  12,  46  Am.  Rep.  32. 

19.  Eastern  Kentucky  Mineral,  etc.,  Notes:  128  A.  S.  R.  868  et  seq.;  47 
Co.  V.  Swann-Day  Lumber  Co.,  148  L.R.A.  875;  65  L.R.A.  526  et  seq. 
Ky.  82,  146  S.  W.  438,  46  L-R-A.  1.  Peirce  v.  Finerty,  76  N.  H.  38, 
(N.S.)  672.  76  Atl.  194,  79  Atl.  23,  29  L.R.A. 

20.  C.  W.  Zimmerman  Mfg.  Co.  v.  (N.S.)  547;  Bond  v.  Ungerecht,  129 
Daffio,  149  Ala.  380,  42  So.  858,  123  Tenn.  631,  167  S.  W.  1116,  L.B.A. 
A.  S.  R.  58,  9  L.B.A.(N.S.)  663;  1915A  571. 

Kemble  v.  Dresser,  1  Mete.  (Mass.)  2.  Bond  v.  Ungerecht,  129  Tenn.  631, 

271,  35  Am.  Dec.  364;  Macomber  v.  167  S.  W.  1116,  L.R.A.1915A  571. 

Detroit,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  108  Mich.  491,  3.  Gay  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Hobbs,  128 

66  N.  W.  376,  62  A.  S.  R.  713,  32  N.  C.  46,  38  S.  E.  26,  83  A.  S.  R. 

L.R.A.  102;  Putney  v.  Day,  6  N.  H.  661;  Dennis  Simmons  Lumber  Co.  v. 

430,25Am.  Dec.  470;  Dennis  Simmons  Corey,  140  N.  C.  462,  53  S.  E.  300, 

Lumber  Co.  v.  Corey,  140  N.  C.  462,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  468;  Ives  v.  Atlantic, 

53  S.  E.  300,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  468  and  etc.,  R.  Co.,  142  N.  C.  131,  55  S.  E, 

note;  Mengal  Box  Co.  v.  Moore,  114  74,  115  A.  S.  R.  732,  9  Ann.  Cas. 

Tenn.  596,  87  S.  W.  415,  4  Ann.  Cas.  188;  Midvette  v.  Onibbs,  146  N.  C. 

1047andnote;Bondv.  Ungerecht,  129  85,  58  S.  E.  795,  13  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

1086 


Digitized  by  Google 


17  B.  C.  L. 


LOOS  AND  TIMBER 


'S  15 


mg  a  sale  of  an  interest  in  land  but  an  executory  agreement  for  the 
sale  of  chattels  to  take  effect  when  Uie  timber  was  severed  from  the 
land« 

15.  Title  to  Trees  Cut  but  Not  Remeved  before  Expiration  of  Time 
Limited. — There  is  some  difference  of  opinion  among  the  authorities 
holding  that  a  limitation  of  the  time  for  cutting  and  removal  of 
timber  is  a  defeasance  as  to  whether  the  vendee  forfeits  his  title  not 
only  to  the  trees  standing  at  the  end  of  the  stipulated  period  but  to 
those  cut  as  well.  It  would  seem  that  a  logical  conclusion  would  result 
in  forfeiting  the  vendee's  title  to  both,  and  it  has  been  so  held  by 
a  number  of  courts.  It  is  pointed  out  that  a  stipulation  allowing  a  cer- 
tain period  of  time  in  which  to  cut  and  remove  is  not  complied  with  by 
a  mere  cutting,  as  a  severance  from  the  soil  is  not  a  removal  from  the 
premises .•  Nor  can  the  vendee  recover  any  compensation  for  wood 
so  cut  which  the  landowner  will  not  permit  to  be  removed.*  This  con- 
clusion is  not,  however,  universally  adopted,  it  being  held  in  a  number 
of  decisions  that  the  title  to  the  timber  passes  to  the  vendee  as  per- 
sonalty  upon  its  severance  from  the  land,  and  does  not  revert  to  the 
landowner  opon  the  expiration  of  the  time  stipulated  for  cutting  and 
removing.'  It  is  moreover  declared  in  some  cases  that  cutting  tiie  * 
timber  constitutes  a  compliance  with  the  provision  of  the  agreement 
as  to  cuttingiSnd  removal  sufficient  to  preserve  the  rights  of  the  ven- 
dee.^ The  attitude  of  the  courts  is  more  favorable  to  the  vendee  in 
cases  in  which  work  has  been  bestowed  upon  the  timber  in  addition 
to  that  incident  to  cutting,  and  where  the  timber  has  been  cut  and 
manufactured  into  logs,*  or  prepared  as  lumber  such  as  cross  ties,  tele- 
phone poles  and  sawlogs,^^  or  manufactured  into  stave  bolts,^*  it  has  in 
many  instances  be^  awarded  to  the  v^dee  even  after  die  expiration 
of  the  time  stipulated  for  removal.^*  The  general  rule  that  one  granted 

278;  Adkins  v.  Huff,  58  W.  Va.  645,  263,  92  N.  E.  423,  29  LJl,A.(N.8.) 

52  S.  £.  773,  6  Ann.  Cas.  U6f  3  554. 

UR.A.(N.S.)  649.  8.  Wimbrow  t.  Morris,  US  Md.  91, 

4.  Note:  55  L.R.A.  516.  And  see  84  AtL  238,  47  UR.A.(N.S.)  882; 
supra,  par.  4.  Macomber  v.  Detroit,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  108 

5.  Mo^aJ  Box  Co.  y.  Moore,  114  jjich.  491,  66  N.  W.  376,  62  A.  S.  R. 
Tenn.  596,  87  S.  W.  415,  4  Ann.  Cas.  7^3  32  L  R  A.  102 

iSt^^ J?*?V-ififi^?*^l'  1Q?^A^S?*     Note:  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  874. 

iV^A  R  'r  si^:  9.  Macomber  t.  Detroit,  etc.,  R.  Co., 

K9fi  ^S  iL^:r7TVf/NRVOT^  108  Mich.  491,  66  N.  W.  376,  62  A. 

6.  Kemble    v.    D^er,    1    Mete.     J^^t;  ^  ^'^•^•i^?-*        t,  o 
(Mass.)  271,  35  Am.  Dee.  364.         "  ^O-  ^ahan  v.  Clark,  219  Pa.  St 

7.  Griffin  V.  AndeiBon-TuUy  Co.,  91  229,  68  AtL  667,  12  Ann.  Cas.  729 
Ark.  292,  121  S.  W.  297, 134  A.  S.  R.  and  note. 

73;  Peiree  v.  Finerty,  76  N.  H.  38,  76     H-  Golden  v.  Glock,  57  Wis.  118, 
Atl.  194,  79  Atl.  23,  29  L.R.A.(N.S.)  15  N,  W.  12,  46  Am.  Rep.  32. 
647;  Walcutt  v.  Treiseh,  82  Ohio  St.     12.  Notes:  55  L.R.A.  529;  29  L.R.A. 
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a  parol  license  to  enter  upon  land  and  to  cut  and  remove  the  timber 
therefrom  gaina  no  title  to  the  standing  timber,  but  does  acquire  title 
to  that  which  is  severed  at  the  time  of  the  revocation  of  the  license,  has 
already  been  referred  to.^* 

16.  What  Constitutes  a  Reasonable  Time  for  RemovaL— It  fre- 
quently becomes  necessary  in  determining  the  rights  of  parties  under 
agreements  for  the  removal  of  timber  to  ascertain  what  constitutes  a 
reasonable  time  for  the  performance  of  the  act  contemplated,  namely, 
the  cutting  and  removal  of  the  timber.  This  nece^ity  arises  some- 
times under  contracts  undertaking  to  specify  the  time  within  wfai<di 
performance  is  to  take  place  but  whidi  axe  not  sufficiently  particular 
as  to  fix  the  limits  definitely,  as  for  example  in  a  case  where  the  cutting 
and  removal  are  to  be  done  within  a  given  number  of  years  from  the 
date  of  commencement,^^  or  in  a  case  where  an  extension  of  the  time 
may  be  secured  for  an  indefinite  period.'*^  The  determination  of  what 
constitutes  a  reasonable  time  is  also  necessary  in  the  case  of  a  parol 
license  to  cut  and  remove  timber,  when  no  time  is  specified.**  The 
question  becomes  of  particular  importance  in  those  cases  wherein  it 
is  held  that  a  deed  for  timber  without  a  limitation  as  to  the  time  for 
removal  thereof  implies  a  removal  within  a  reasonable  time,  for  it  then 
becomes  necessary  to  determine  what  is  the  reasonable  time  implied. 
It  has  frequently  been  held  that  the  question  is  one  of  fact  and  ordi- 
narily when  the  matter  is  tried  before  a  jury  it  should  1t>e  submitted 
for  their  determination  under  instructions  that  they  are  to  t^e  into 
consideration  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  case  and  the  con- 
ditions surrounding  the  parties  at  the  time  of  \he  execution  of  the  con- 
tract.1'  It  seems  clear  that  what  constitutes  a  reasonable  time  is  not 
to  be  determined  by  the  will  of  the  grantor.**  It  has  been  stated  that 
the  use  for  which  the  timber  is  known  to  be  wanted,  and  the  custom 
and  rule,  if  such  there  be,  of  felling  the  timber  as  the  capacity  of  a 
mill  may  require  it,  if  kept  reasonably  employed,  axe  also  among  the 
inquiries  which  should  be  made.  Where  a  mill  employed  in  cutting 
up  logs  has  been  destroyed  a  reasonable  time  should  be  allowed  for 
rebuilding  it,  but  undue  delay  in  rebuilding  the  mill  should  not  be 

(N.S.)  552;  47  L.aA.(N.S.)  874  ;  4  British  RuL  Cas.  884,  898. 

Ann.  Cas.  1050.  17.  McRae  v.  StiUweU,  HI  Oa.  65, 

18.  See  supra,  par.  7.  36  S.  £.  604,  55  LiLA.  513  and  note; 

14.  Gay  Mfg.  Co.  v,  Hobbs,  128  N.  Eastern  Kentneky  Mineral,  etc.,  Co. 
C.  46,  38  S.  E.  26,  83  A.  S.  R.  661.  v.  Swann-Day  Ltimber  Co.,  148  Ky. 

Note:  3  British  RoL  Cas.  89&         82,  146  S.  W.  438,  46  UR.A.(N.S.) 

16.  Notes:  34  L.RA.(N.S.)  615  et  672  and  note, 
seq.;  3  British  Rnl.  Cas.  883.  -     Notes:  128  A.  S.  IL  872  ;  46  L.R.A. 

16.  Oilmore  r.  WUbur,  12  Pick.  (N.S.)  675  et  seq.;  12  Ann.  Caa.  919; 
(Mass.)  120,  22  Am.  Deo.  410;  HiU  v.  3  British  RoL  Gas.  895. 
Hill,  113  MasB.  103, 18  Am.  Rep.  465.     18.  Notes:  46  L.BJL(N.8.)  676;  3 

Notes:  62  A.  S.  B.  715;  55  t.R.A.  British  RuL  Cas.  896w 
534;  46  L.R.A.(N.S.)  675  et  seq.;  3 
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allowed,  nor  the  accident  of  a  falling  market'*  The  character  and  lo- 
cation of  ihe  land  and  the  accessibility  of  tiie  land  and  the  timber, 
the  kind  and  quality  of  the  timber,  the  seasonablenese  of  the  weatlur 
during  the  time  that  has  elapsed,  and  tiie  Biduiess  of  the  grantor  have 
all  been  considered  as  admissible  in  evidence.  Local  custom  or  usage 
is  not,  however,  ordinarily  to  be  considered  unless  such  custom  or  usage 
ia  Bo  general  and  universal  aa  to  have  become  necessarily  by  implica- 
tion a  part  of  the  contract  And  no  consideration  should  be  given  to 
the  convenience  or  inconvenience,  the  ability  or  inabili^,  of  the 
grantee,  caused  by  or  resulting  from  the  magnitude  and  extent  of  his 
business  and  numerous  other  contracts  for  timber  to  which  the  grantor 
is  not  a  party.**  Nor  does  the  nonccmstraction  of  a  proposed  railroad, 
in  contmaplation  of  which  one  purchased  certain  timbar  and  mineral 
rights  near  ihe  proposed  line,  relieve  the  grantee  from  tfie  failure  to 

« remove  the  timber  and  minerals  within  a  reasonable  time.^  Parol 
evidence  is  not  admisadble  to  show  that  the  expression  "reasonable 
time"  set  out  in  an  agreement  meant  the  time  which  might  elapse 
before  a  sale  of  the  land  by  the  grantors,  but  such  expression  must  be 
interpreted  in  accordance  witli  the  general  rule.*  Although  the  ques- 
tion of  reasonable  time  is  ordinarily  a  questi(m  for  the  jury,  it  has 

■  been  held  that  it  may  in  some  cases  be  determined  by  the  court  where 
the  time  which  has  elapsed  is  very  long  or  very  short.*  Thus  a  delay 
for  thirty  years  has  been  considered  unreasonable  as  a  matter  of  law, 
particularly  where  the  consideration  moving  to  the  grantor  was  a 
specified  share  of  the  net  profit  derived  from  working  the  timbw,*  but 
it  has  been  held  that  it  cannot  be  stated  as  a  matter  of  law  that  fifteen 
years  is  an  unreasonable  time,  when  the  deed  shows  an  intention  not  to 
require  the  removal  of  the  timber  as  ^ly  as  it  could  be  removed  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  business.*  The  ascertainment  of  a  reasonable  time 
may  be  materially  affected  by  notice  from  the  owner  of  the  land  to 
remove.  Notice  to  remove  will  hasten  the  termination  of  the  p^od 
for  removal  and  the  failure  of  a  purchaser  to  exercise  the  right  of 
removal  after  reasonable  notice  terminates  his  right* 

19.  Heflin  Bix^^iain,  S8  Ala.  50^  3.  EaatCTn  Eentneky  Mineral,  etc., 
28  Am.  Rep.  776.  Co.  v.  Swann-Day  Lumber  Co.,  148 

Notes:  46  L.R.A.(N.S.)  673,  683  ;  8  Ky.  82,  146  S.  W.  438,  46  L.B.A. 

British  Rul.  Cas.  897.  (N.S.)  672  and  note;  Beatty  t.  Kath- 

20.  Notes:  46  L.R.A.(N.S.)  680,  ewson,  40  Can.  Sap.  Ct  567,  12  Ann. 
681;  3  British  Rnl.  Cas.  895  et  seq.  Cas.  913,  3  British  Rnl.  Cas.  859  and 

1.  Eastern  Kentacky  Hineral,  etc,  note. 

Co.  V.  Swann-Day  Lumber  Co.,  148  Note :  12  Ann.  Gaa.  918. 

Ky.  82,  146  S.  W.  438,  46  L.B^  4.  Eastern  Eentneky  Mineral,  etc., 

(N.S.)  672  and  note.  Co.  v.  Swann-Day  Lumber  Co.,  148 

Note:  3  British  RnL  Cas.  897.  Ey.  82,  146  S.  W.  438,  46  LB^A. 

2.  Jenkins  v.  Lykea,  19  Pla.  148,  45  (N.S.)  672. 


Am.  Rep.  19. 
Note:  46  LJl.A.(N.S.)  680. 
B.C.L.V0I.  XVn.— 69. 
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17.  Extension  of  Time  for  RemovaL — The  rule  that  the  vendee  of 
timber  forfeits  his  right  therein  at  the  end  of  the  time  for  removal 
may  be  modified  by  circumstances,  by  an  agreement  of  extension 
either  in  writing  or  by  pardi  or  by  the  acts  of  ti^e  vendor.  Where  the 
limitation  is  merely  a  reasonable  time,  the  fixing  of  what  is  a  reason- 
able time  will  depend,  as  already  in(icated,  upon  the  circumstances 
of  each  particular  case.'  Where  Uie  time  has  been  expressly  stipulated 
in  the  contract  it  is  subject  to  modification  if  some  act  of  God  or  of 
the  seller  prevented  the  purchase  from  removing  the  timber  within 
the  time  given.  The  principle  in  the  latter  case  is  that  he  who  pre^ 
vents  a  thing  being  done  shall  not  avail  himself  of  the  nonperform- 
ance he  has  occasioned.  But  in  order  to  justify  relief  on  this  ground, 
it  must  appear  that  the  vendor  actually  prevented  ihe  vendee  from 
exerci^g  his  right.*  Where,  as  is  frequently  the  case,  a^ements 
carry  within  themselves  a  provision  for  the  extension  of  the  time  for, 
cutting  and  removing,  it  is  difficult  to  lay  down  rules  for  their  con- 
section,  as  the  question  in  each  case  must  depend  upon  the  terms  of 
the  contract.'  Nevertheless  some  principles  have  been  asserted  in  the 
cases  which  are  of  assistance  when  tiie  contract  provides  that  the  vendee 
shall  have  a  fixed  time  to  cut  and  remove  with  the  right  to  an  extension 
of  time  to  remove  upon  payment  of  interest  on  the  purcha.^  money. 
It  has  been  held  that,  considering  the  general  purport  of  the  instru- 
ment, the  character  and  extent  of  the  property,  and  the  time  allowed 
and  required  for  the  purpose,  the  provision  as  to  the  extension  of  time, 
when  properly  taken  advantage  of  and  made  available,  permits  the 
grantees  both  to  cut  and  remove  for  ihe  period  covered  by  the  exten- 
sion ;  this  being  the  clear  intent  of  the  parties.  But  the  provision  in 
question,  conferring  as  it  does  a  privil^e,  and  unilateral  in  its  oWiga- 
tion,  partakes  to  some  extent  of  the  nature  of  an  option,  in  which  time 
is  ordinarily  of  the  essence,  and  the  accepted  doctrine  in  reference  to 
this  and  other  izistrumente  containing  the  same  and  similar  language 
is  that  they  should  be  strictly  construed.  And,  therefore,  if  the  pur- 
chaser desires  to  make  use  of  the  extension  of  time  allowed  him,  he 
must  be  prompt  in  his  notice  to  the  vendor  and  the  payment  of  the 
interest  money.***  In  some  instaiices  the  extension  is  to  take  effect 
contingent  upon  an  uncertainty,  for  example  the  agreement  may  pro- 
vide for  the  privilege  of  additional  time  "if  needed,"  in  which 
event  it  would  seem  to  be  sufficient  to  show  that  the  timber  had  not 
been  removed  during  the  period  first  fixed  although  due  diligence  to 
that  end  had  been  employed.*'  If  the  provision  for  extension  is  for 
an  indeterminate  period,  it  will  be  construed  as  contemplating  a  rea- 

7.  See  supra,  par.  16.  10.  Bateman  v.  Kramer  Lnmber  Co. 

8.  Notes:  34  L.R.A.(N.S.)  120  et  154  N.  C.  248,  70  S.  E.  474,  34  L.R.A. 
seq.;  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  885  et  seq.    ,     (N.S.)  615  and  note. 

9.  Notes:  55  L.R.A.  530  et  seq.;  34     11.  Note:  34  LJl.A.(N.S.)  616l 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  615  et  teg. 

1090 


Digitized  by  Google 


17  R.  C.  L. 


LOGS  AND  TIMBER 


«18 


sonable  time.'*  In  some  instances  an  ext^ision  has  been  granted  by 
the  v^dor  although  no  provision  has  been  made  therefor  in  the 

agreement  and  such  extension  is  valid  if  made  by  parol.  The  sale  of 
the  timber  being  held  absolute,  subject  only  to  the  condition  as  to 
removal,  which  at  most  would  operate  only  by  way  of  forfeiture,  a 
parol  f^;reement,  before  the  expiration  of  the  time  limited,  extending 
the  time  for  removal  is  more  than  a  revocable  license  and  prevents 
the  enforcement  of  the  forfeiture  so  long  as  it  lasts,  and  during  such 
extended  time  the  vendor  cannot  prevent  the  purchaser  from  entering 
the  land  and  removing  the  timber.  And  even  if  the  general  rule  tbat 
a  written  contract  cannot  be  varied  before  breach  by  a  parol  executory 
contract  be  held  to  apply,  an  exception  will  be  admitted,  according 
to  some  authorities,  where  a  purchaser  of  timber  has  been  induced  to 
forego  a  strict  compUance  with  a  limitation  as  to  removal  by  reason  of 
his  reliance  upon  a  parol  agreement  of  extension.  This  oondusion 
is,  however,  denied  in  some  of  the  cases.** 

ReserivUion  of  Timber  in  Deed 

18.  Effect  of  Reservation  or  Exception  in  General. — The  niles  gov- 
erning the  title  to  timber  and  the  time  within  which  it  must  be  re- 
moved are  practically  the  same  where  there  hns  been  a  reservation  in 
a  deed  by  the  grantor  of  the  land  of  certain  rights  in  the  timber  as 
in  the  ca^e  of  a  grant  of  the  timber  by  the  owner  of  the  land.'*  There 
is,  however,  a  distinction  employed  in  fucIi  cn.«e.«  which  is  not  used  in 
cases  involving  grants,  namely,  the  distinction  between  a  reservation 
and  an  exception  in  a  deed.  "Resen-ing"  and  "excepting/'  although 
strictly  distinguishable,  are  often  used  interchangeably  or  indiscrimi- 
nately and  the  use  of  either  term  is  not  conclusive  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  provision.  Strictly  speaking,  a  r^rvation  is  a  clause  in  a  deed 
whereby  the  grantor  reserves  some  new  thing  to  himself  issuing  out 
of  the  thing  granted,  and  not  in  esse  before;  but  an  exception  is  always 
part  of  the  thing  granted,  or  out  of  the  general  words  or  description  of 
the  grant."  Or  as  it  has  been  otherwise  stated  a  resen^ation  is  always 
of  something  taken  back  out  of  that  which  is  clearly  granted,  while 
an  exception  is  some  part  of  the  estate  not  granted  at  all.  A  reser\'a- 
tion  is  never  of  any  port  of  the  estate  itself,  but  of  something  issuing 
out  of  it,  as,  for  instance,  rent,  or  some  right  to  be  exercised  in  relatif>n 
to  the  estate.  a.s  to  cut  timber  upon  it.  An  exception,  on  the  other 
hand,  must  be  a  portion  of  the  thing  granted,  or  described  as  grouted, 

12.  Notes:  34  L.R.A.(N.S.)  618;  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  649. 

Biitiah  Rul.  Cos.  883  et  a^.  Note:  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  872,  883. 

13.  Notes :  55  L.R JL  531 ;  34  L.R.A.     See  supra,  par.  11  et  geq. 

(N.S.)  617.  16.  Hicks  v.  Phillips,  146  Ky.  305, 

M.  Adldns  T.  Huff,  58  W.  Va.  645,  142  S.  W.  394,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  878. 
52  S.  £.  773,  6  Ann.  Cas.  246.  3 
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and  can  be  of  nothing  else;  and  must  also  be  of  someUiing  which  can 
be  enjoyed  separately  from  the  thing  granted.''  When  timber  is 
excepted  from  the  grant  of  land^  the  grantor's  tiUe  to  the  timber  aris- 
ing from  the  exception  in  the  deed  is  of  the  same  binding  force  and 
effect  as  if  the  whole  estate  had  been  granted  by  the  deed  and  the 
grantee  had  then  executed  a  deed  to  the  grantor  of  the  timber 
excepted.*' 

19.  Fee  Simple  Estate  in  Timber  under  Reservation  or  Exception.^ — 
There  is  apparently  the  same  difference  of  (pinion  as  to  the  effect  of 

a  reservation  or  exception  in  a  deed  as  E^pears  in  the  preceding  discus- 
sion as  to  grants.  This  is  partly  explainable  by  a  difference  in  the 
phraseology  of  the  instruments  under  discussion,  but  also  due  in 
part  to  a  difference  in  the  rule  of  law  implied.  Thus  where  a  deed 
contains  a  clause  reserving  certain  timber  to  the  grantor  of  the  land 
without  any  provision  as  to  the  time  of  cutting,  or  with  nothing  to 
indicate  that  a  severance  from  the  realty  was  contemplated,  it  has  been 
held  that  the  clause  constitutes  more  than  a  reservation  of  the  right  to 
cut  and  remove  the  timber,  that  the  grantor  has  actually  excepted 
from  the  provisions  of  the  deed  the  timber  in  qu^tion,  and  the 
title  thereto  remains  in  him,  and  is  not  lost  by  a  failure  to  cut  and 
remove  within  a  reasonable  time.'^  The  right  to  remove  does  not 
rest  upon  the  noticm  of  a  license  from  the  grantee,  but  is  an  inci- 
dent to  the  enjoyment  of  the  exception,  is  an  interest  in  the  land 
to  that  extent,  and  is  good  as  against  subsequent  purchasers.**  Some 
decisions  have  gone  so  far  as  to  hold  that  where  timber  is  excepted 
and  reserved  in  a  deed  granting  land,  coupled  with  an  agreement 
by  the  grantee  to  give  a  fixed  time  for  the  removal  thereof,  the 
title  to  the  timber  remains  in  the  grantor.  This  view  is  based  on 
the  principle  that  the  1^^  effect  of  the  exception  was  to  sever  the 
timber  from  the  land  so  that  it  did  not  pass  by  the  grant,  and  the 
stipulation  as  to  the  time  for  removal  could  not  convert  the  abso- 
lute conveyance  into  a  conditional  one,  and  therefore,  although  the 
right  to  enter  on  the  land  to  remove  might  expire  with  the  time 
limited,  the  timber  would  not  be  forfeited  to  the  grantee,  and  he  would 
be  left  to  his  remedy  for  trespass  against  the  owner  of  the  timber  for 
entering,  and  to  an  action  for  damages  for  failure  to  r^ove.**  A 

16.  Rich  T.  ZeilsdotfF,  22  Wu.  644,  Smith  t.  Furbish,  68  N.  H.  123,  44 
99  Am.  Dec.  81.  Atl.  398,  47  L.R.A.  226;  Bardon  ». 

17.  Wait  V.  Baldwin,  60  Mich.  622,  O'Brien,  140  Wis.  191, 121  N.  W.  827, 
27  N.  W.  697.  1  A.  S.  R.  551;  Irons  133  A.  S.  B.  1066. 

T.  Webb,  41  N.  J.  L.  203,  32  Am.  Rep.     Notes:  18  Ann.  Cas.  801-802  ;  3 
193 ;  Adkins  v.  Huff,  58  W.  Va.  646,  British  Rul.  Cas.  893. 
52  S.  E.  773,  6  Ann.  Cas.  246,  3     19.  Wait  V.  Baldwin,  60  Mich.  622, 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  649.  27  N.  W.  697,  1  A.  S.  B.  561, 

Note:  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  883.  20.  Irons  v.  Webb,  41  N.  J.  U  203» 

18.  Hicks  V.  Phillips,  146  Ey.  305,  32  Am.  Rep.  193. 

142  S.  W.  394,  47  L.R.A.(N.S,)  878;      Note:  3  L.R,A.(N.S.)  66L 
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somewhat  similar  conclusion  has  been  reached  in  cases  wherein  the 
agreement  was  a  mere  contract  of  sale  and  not  within  the  statute  of 
frauds,  the  court  holding  to  the  rule  that  such  an  agreement  was  valid. 
The  ground  for  the  conclusion  was,  however,  that  by  the  contract  the 
trees  became  personal  property,  and  their  title  as  each  having  passed 
was  not  forfeited  by  the  expiration  of  the  time  limited.' 

20.  Limited  Estate  in  Timber  under  Reservation  or  Exception. — 
Some  of  the  decisions  take  the  view  that  where  an  exception  of  certain 
timber  has  been  inserted  in  the  deed  to  land  without  any  limitation 
of  the  time  of  removal  a  reasonable  time  only  will  be  allowed  for^ 
such  removal.*  In  other  cases  where  the  clause  in  the  deed  expieesly 
reserved  titie  to  the  timber  in  the  grantor  but  required  the  same  to 
be  removed  within  a  stipulated  time,  it  has  been  held,  regardless  of 
whether  the  title  to  the  timber  passed  with  the  deed,'  or  the  clause  con- 
stituted a  reservation  or  an  exception/  that  tiie  grantor  does  not  hold 
absolute  and  unconditional  title  to  the  timber  so  reserved,  but  so  much 
of  it  as  remains  unsevered  at  the  expiration  of  the  time  limited  be- 
comes the  property  of  the  owner  of  the  land  at  that  time.'  Both  the 
right  of  property  in  the  trees  and  the  right  of  entry  to  cut  and  remove 
are  gone.*  It  has  been  held,  however,  in  accordance  with  the  rule 
adopted  in  a  number  of  the  decisions  in  reference  to  deeds  of  timber, 
that  after  the  timber  is  severed  the  title  becomes  vested  in  the  grantor 
and  the  expiration  of  the  stipulated  time  without  removal  thereof  will 
not  result  in  a  forfeiture  to  the  grantee  of  the  land.'  In  some  instances 
the  clause  in  the  deed  is  clearly  a  reservation.  Thus,  for  instance, 
when  the  grantor  reserves  to  himself  the  right  to  cut  and  remove  cer- 
tain timber,  and  to  enter  upon  the  land  for  that  purpose  for  a  stipu- 
lated period  of  time,  this  is  not  an  exception  out  of  the  estate  granted, 
but  the  mere  reservation  of  a  right,  which  terminates  at  the  expiration 
of  the  period  of  limitation.*  A  clause  in  a  deed  which  conveys  land 
from  parents  to  a  child  as  an  advancement,"  reserving  to  the  father  and 
mother  "the  privileges  of  selling  and  removing  any  timber  from  said 
land  that  they  may  desire  to  sell  or  to  use,  and  also  the  right  of  way 
through  said  lands  to  remove  tiie  same,"  does  not  reserve  titie  to  the 

1.  Wimbrow  v.  Morris,  118  Md.  91,  Vincent  v.  Haycroft,  158  Ky.  845,  166 
84  Atl.  238,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  882.  S.  W.  613,  L."R.A.1915E  307. 

2.  Heflin  v.  Bingham,  56  Ala.  666,      6.  SaltonsUU  v.  Little,  90  Pa.  St. 
28  Am.  Rep.  776.  422,  35  Am.  Rep.  683. 

Note:  3  BritiBh  Rol.  Cas.  892.  Note:  6  Ann.  Cas.  249. 

3.  Adidiis  V.  Huff,  58  W.  Va.  645,  7.  Walcntt  v.  Treisch,  82  Ohio  St. 
52  S.  E.  773,  6  Ann.  Cas.  246  and  263,  92  N.  E.  423,  29  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
note,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  649  and  note.  554. 

4.  Saltonstali  v.  Little,  90  Pa.  St.  Note:  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  874. 

422,  35  Am.  Rep.  683.  8.  Rich  v.  Zeilsdorff,  22  VfiM.  644, 

5.  Adkins  v.  Huff,  58  W.  Va.  645,  99  Am.  Deo.  81. 

52  N.  K.  773,  6  Ann.  Cas.  246  and     Note:  18  Ann.  Gas.  SOL 
note,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  649  and  note; 
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timber.  Such  a  reservation  creates  only  an  unassignable  license,  and 
an  attempt  to  assign  revokes  it,  and  the  passage  of  the  land  into  tlie 
hands  of  a  third  party,  by  sale,  also  terminates  it.'  It  has  been  held 
that  a  reservation  by  a  grantor  of  real  estate  of  the  timber  growing 
thereon,  with  the  rig^t  to  remove  it  within  a  ^>eGdfied  time,  does  not 
include  title  to  the  annual  product  of  the  trees  after  it  has  ripened 
and  fallen  to  tlie  ground." 

IV.  Considerations  Affecting  Title  to  Timber 

21.  Timber  Passing  under  Sale  Generally. — Generally  speaking  a 
deed  to  all  the  timber  on  a  tract  of  land  without  reservation  conveys 
all  the  timber  on  such  tract.*'  Contracts  or  deeds  for  tlie  sale  of  stand- 
ing timber  frequently  specify  the  size  of  the  timber  sold,  but  some- 
times the  term  "timber'*  is  used  without  definition  as  to  trees  included 
within  its  scope,  and  where  this  is  the  case  resort  must  be  had  to  the 
definition  of  the  term  as  well  as  to  the  intention  of  the  parties  as 
manifested  by  the  agreement.  Where  there  is  nothing  to  indicate 
that  the  contract  was  made  with  reference  to  any  construction  of  tlie 
word  "timber"  peculiar  to  the  locality,**  and  tiie  parties  appear  to 
liave  used  the  term  in  its  customary  meaning,  it  is  generally  held  that 
firewood  is  not  included.  The  materials  of  which  "firewood"  or  cord- 
wood  are  composed  cannot  properly  be  called  timber  though  timber 
nii.Ejht  be  used  for  that  purpose,  and  therefore  in  a  contract  for  the 
purchase  of  timber  the  purchaser  acquires  no  title  to  trees  not  suitable 
for  any  purpose  but  firewood.**  Nor  does  the  reservation  in  a  grant 
of  real  estate  of  the  timl^er  growing  upon  the  property  include  saplinj^ 
and  undergrowth  which,  at  the  time  of  the  grant,  are  not  of  a  size 
ffliitable  to  make  lumber.**  It  is  generally  held  that  a  provision  as  to 
the  size  or  suitability  of  tbe  timber  refers  to  the  time  when  the  con- 
tract or  grant  was  made,  in  the  absence  of  anything  to  show  a  contrary 
intent.**  Thus  where  a  vendor,  in  reserving  to  himself  the  timber 
growing  upon  certain  lands,  retained  the  title  to  all  of  tlie  trees  stand- 
ing thereon  that  were  then  of  a  size  suitable  to  make  lumber,  it  was 
hold  that  any  saplings  or  undergrowth  then  growing  upon  the  land 
that  were  not  of  a  size  suitable  to  make  lumber,  or  that  have  since 
grown,  were  not  reserved,  and  passed  under  the  conveyance  to  the 

9.  United  States  Coal,  etc.,  Co.  r.  19  Ann.  Cas.  1049  and  note. 
Harrison,  71  W.  Va.  217,  76  S.  E.     14.  Hicks  v.  Phillips,  146  Ky.  305, 
•MG,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  870.  142  S.  W.  394,  47  L.B.A.(N.S.)  878. 

10.  Vincent  v.  Haycrofl,  158  Ky.  15.  Wilson  Lumber  Co.  v.  D.  W. 
o45.  166  S.  W.  613,  L.R.A.1915E  307.  Alderman,  etc.,  Co.,  80  S.  C.  106,  61 


11.  Note:  128  A.  S.  R.  876. 

12.  Note:56L.R.A.  524. 

13.  Balderson  v.  Seeley,  160  Mich. 
136,  125  N.  W.  37,  136  A.  S.  R.  428, 


S.  E.  217, 128  A.  S.  R.  865. 

Notes:  128  A.  S.  R.  872:  55  L.R.A. 
525-526. 
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vendee.^*  If,  however,  the  contract  specifies  that  the  trees  shall  be 
a  certain  size  "when  cut,"  the  reference  ia  to  the  time  when  the  trees 
are  reached  in  the  process  of  cutting.''  The  terms  "timber"  and 
"growth  of  Umber"  are  not  synonymous,  the  latter  term  meaning  the 
future  growth.*^  The  word  "now,"  in  the  phrase  "now  beiiig  on  the' 
various  tracts,"  implies  the  time  ckT  the  execution  of  the  agreement.^' 
The  purpose  in  specifying  the  size  of  the  timber  ia  ordin^y  to  pro- 
serve  the  small  standing  trees  until  they  shall  attain  suitable  dimen- 
nons  for  lumber,  and  moreover  to  prevent  the  forest  from  becoming 
unnecessarily  denuded,**  and  the  vendee  has  no  right  to  cat  trees 
under  the  size  specified  in  the  contract  and  is  liable  in  damages  for 
BO  doing.^  But  in  view  of  the  intention  of  such  a  provision,  a  sale 
of  timber  of  a  certain  alze  will  be  constirued  as  giving  the  vendee  the 
right  to  cut  all  timber  not  lees  than  the  specified  size.*  A  reservation 
in  a  deed  of  all  the  timber  of  a  certain  circumference  at  the  stump 
has  been  held  to  include  standing  timber,  and  not  felled  timber 
only,  as  otherwise  it  would  not  have  been  necessary  to  ins^  the 
provision  as  to  size,*  and  in  determining  the  circumference  the 
measurement  should  include  the  bark.* 

•  22.  Sale  of  D^ignated  Trees. — Where,  by  a  contract  of  sale  in 
writing  duly  proved  and  recorded,  certain  trees  of  a  particular  kind 
on  a  tract  of  land  are  sold,  the  trees  at  the  time  being  measured, 
priced  and  marked,  but  not  identified  in  the  contract,  parol  evi- 
dence  is  admic^sible  to  identify  them,  and  if  identified  the  title  passes 
under  the  contract,  it  being  held  that  if  the  contract  is  in  contempla- 
tion of  the  severance  of  the  tre®  from  the  land,  whereby  they  become 
personalty,  the  same  rule  as  that  in  respect  to  the  identification  of 
personal  property  is  applicable.*  It  has  been  stated  as  a  general  rule 
that  an  outright  sale  of  certain  standing  trees,  to  be  selected  by  the 
purchaser,  passes  title  as  soon  as  the  buyer  makes  his  choice  and  marks 
the  particular  trees.  Such  marking  of  trees  is  considered  a  mode  of 
taking  possession  of  them,  and,  as  such,  is  an  indicium  of  property. 
It  reduces  to  certainty  and  makes  specific  the  trees  which  were  sold,  as 

16.  Hicks  V.  PhiUipa,  146  Ky.  305,  Co.,  154  N.  C.  306,  70  S.  E.  631,  Ann. 

142  S.  ^y.  394,  47  L.RA.(N.S.)  878.  Cas.  1912A  917. 

17.  Dennis  Simmons  Lumber  Co.  v.  2.  Dennis  Simmons  Lumber  Co.  v. 
Corey,  140  N.  C.  462,  53  S.  E.  300,  Cor«y,  140  N.  C.  462,  53  S.  E.  300, 


18.  Baker  v.  Kenney,  145  la.  638,  3.  Alcutt  v.  Lakin,  33  N.  H.  507, 
124  N.  W.  901,  139  A.  S.  R.  456.       66  Am.  Dec  739. 


20.  Dennis  Simmons  Lumber  Co.  v.  66  Am.  Dec.  739. 
Corey,  140  N.  C.  462,  53  S.  E.  300,      Notes:  128  A  S.  R.  872;  55  L.R.A. 
6  UR.A.fN.S.)  468;  Alcutt  v.  Lakia,  524. 

33  N.  II.  507,  66  Am.  Dee.  739.  5.  Carpenter  v.  Uedford,  99  N.  C. 

1.  Williams  v.  Elm  City  Lumber  495,  6  S.  E.  785,  6  A.  S.  R.  535. 
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6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  468. 


19.  Note:  128  A.  S.  R.  872. 


4.  Alcutt  V.  Lakin,  33  N.  H.  507, 
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much  aa  if  they  were  felled.*  And  so  when  standing  trees  are  sold  in 

contemplation  of  immediate  separation  from  the  soil  as  chattels,  it  has 
been  held  that  the  selection  and  marking  of  them  by  the  purchase 
with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  seller  is  a  constractiTe  delivery 
and  passes  the  title.'  Notice  to  the  vendor  is  not  always  considered 
necessary  where  the  contract  does  not  require  it*  There  may  be  a 
possible  conflict  between  the  rule  laid  down  as  above  and  the  doctrine 
that  trees  are  realty  and,  therefore,  an  agreement  not  complying  with 
the  statute  of  frauds  would  not  convey  a  valid  title ;  nevertheless  the 
decisions  seem  to  hold  that  title  actually  passes  as  to  a  chattel,  ^- 
though  the  contract  fails  to  comply  with  the  statute.*  .  And  some  g( 
the  cases  hold  that  a  deed  granting  title  to  designated  trees  is  merely 
a  bill  of  sale  of  personalty,  for  the  reason  that  when  the  trees  were 
counted,  marked  and  sold  to  be  cut  and  removed  they  became  per- 
sonalty.*" And  80  it  has  been  held  that  a  sale  of  standing  fanes  in 
cont«npIation  of  their  immediate  separation  from  the  soil  either  by 
the  vendor  or  vendee,  when  they  are  selected  and  marked  by  the  pur- 
chaser with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  seller,  is  a  constructive 
severance  and  delivery  of  them,  and  that  the  contract  is  enforceable 
not  only  against  the  owner  of  the  land  but  against  any  subsequent 
purchaser  thereof  with  notice  of  the  sale.  It  is  clear  from  a  considera* 
tion  of  the  dedsions  that  the  selection  of  the 'trees  sold  has  been 
given  considerable  weight  in  determining  when  title  under  a  contract 
of  sale  passes,  it  being  expressly  held  in  some  eases  that  title  does  not 
pass  under  a  sale  of  timber  until  the  trees  are  identified  as  the  subject 
matter  of  the  sale.*^  Where  a  number  of  trees  of  a  certain  character 
are  sold  it  has  been  held  that  title  thereto  passes  when  it  is  established 
that  the  number  of  trees  on  the  laud  of  the  specified  character  was 
equal  to  or  less  than  the  number  sold,  although  it  would  have  been 
otherwise  had  there  been  a  greater  number  of  such  trees,  because 
in  that  case  there  would  be  no  identification  of  trees  sold,  and  the 
title  would  not  pass  until  they  were  actually  designated.*'  There  is, 
however,  authority  to  the  effect  that  an  interest  in  the  timber  passes 
to  the  purchaser  even  before  the  selection  of  the  trees,  and  that  this 
interest  is  assignable  and  the  assignee  may  make  the  selection,  and 
having  selected  and  marked  the  trees,  may  maintain  trover  against 

6.  UeCoy  Herbert,  9  Leigh  (Va.)  Note:  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  37  et  seq. 
548,  33  Am.  Deo.  256.  10.  Ashur  Lumber  Co.  v.  Comett, 

7.  Byasse  t.  Reese,  4  Uete.  (Ey.)  58  S.  W.  438,  22  Ky.  L.  Rep.  660,  56 


8.  McCoy  V.  Herbert,  9  Leigh  (Va.)      12.  Carpenter  v.  Medford,  99  N.  C- 


9.  Byasse  v.  Reese,  4  Mete.  (Ky.)  Note:  26  LuR»A.(N.S.)  38. 
372,  83  Am.  Dec.  481. 


372,  83  Am.  Dec.  481. 
Note:  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  37. 


L.R.A.  672. 
11.  Note:  26  L.Rj1,(N.S.)  37. 


548,  33  Am.  Dec.  256. 


495,  6  S.  E.  785,  6  A.  S.  R.  536, 
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the  vendor  for  felling  and  sellibg  them,  although  the  vendor  has  no 
notice  of  the  election.*' 

23.  Effect  of  Defect  in  Vendor's  Title  to  Land. — purchaser  of 

standing  timber,  so  long  as  his  possession  has  not  be«i  disturbed, 
cannot  refuse  to  pay  for  the  timber  on  the  ground  that  the  vendor 
had  no  title  to  the  land.  In  order  to  defeat  payment  he  ahould  be 
able  to  show  that  some  other  person  has  a  better  title  and  that  by 
virtue  thereof  he  has  been  ousted  from  the  possession  of  the  timber 
cut,  or  has  been  compelled  to  r^pond  for  its  value  to  the  person  having 
such  better  title.**  If  one  in  tiie  possession  of  real  property  contracts 
to  sell  to  another  all  the  timber  be  may  remove  therefrom  before  a 
date  specified,  and  he  enters  under  such  contract  and  commences  cut- 
ting the  timber,  he  stands  in  the  position  of  a  vendee  of  land,  and 
cannot  disavow  the  vendor's  title  nor  acquire  title  in  hostility  thereto, 
and  if  he  purchase  a  paramount  outstanding  title,  he  acquires  it  in 
trust  for  his  vendor,  and  will  be  compelled  to  conv^  it  on  the  pay- 
ment of  the  amount  expended  in  its  acquisition.** 

24.  Right  to  Timber  Cut  on  Public  Land.— Where  the  title  to  land 
remains  in  the  state  or  United  States,  timber  cut  upon  the  land  belongs 
to  the  government.  While  the  tamher  is  standing,  it  constitutes  a 
part  of  the  realty ;  being  severed  from  the  soil,  its  character  is  changed ; 
it  becomes  personalty,  but  its  title  is  not  affected;  it  continues,  as 
previously,  the  property  of  the  owner  of  the  land,  and  can  be  pursued 
wherever  it  is  carried.  All  the  remedies  are  open  to  the  owner  which 
the  law  affords  in  other  cases  of  the  wrongful  removal  or  conversion 
of  personal  property.**  And  so  where  timber  has  been  cut  into  logs 
upon  the  public  land  by  one  who  knows  that  the  land  belongs  to  thQ 
^vemment,  or  who  has  no  reasonable  ground  to  believe  that  it  be- 
longs to'him  or  to  some  one  under  whom  he  claims,  and  the  logs  are 
removed,  the  government  may  replevy  them  or  maintain  an  action  in 
the  nature  of  trover  for  their  value.*'  According  to  some  decisions 
the  title  of  the  person  cutting  timber  on  the  public  land  is  good  against 
all  persons  except  tiie  true  owner,  namely,  the  government,  and  the 
entry  upon  public  land  of  one  taking  titie  thereto  gives  no  titio  to 
timber  cut  and  Ij^ng  upon  it  at  the  time  such  entry  is  made.**  There 
are,  however,  authorities  to  the  effect  that  persona  cutting  timber  from 
public  lands  do  not  acquire  any  property  either  general  or  fi^)ecial  in 
the  timber,  as  such  persons  are  mer^y  trespassers  and  not  actu^ 

IS.  McCoy  v.  Herbert,  S  L«H^  (Ya.)  Ct.  778,  42  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  127. 

648,  33  Am.  Dec.  256.  Note:  32  LJR.A.  434. 

14.  Note:  55  L.R.A.  520.  17.  Note:  32  LJt.A  433  et  seq. 

15.  Petroski  v.  Minzgohr,  144  Hieh.  IB.  Wincher  v.  Shrewsbury,  2  Soam. 
356,  108  N.  W.  77,  115  A  S.  R.  450.  (DL)  283,  35  Am.  Dee.  108  and  note; 

16.  Scholenbe^  Haniman,  21  Keeton  t.  Andaley,  Ifi  Mo.  362, 16  Am. 
WaU.  44,  22  V.  S.  (L.  ed.)  551;  Stone  Dee.  560. 

V.  United  States,  167  U.  S.  178,  17  S.     Note:  32  LJt.A  434. 
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settleiSj  and  occupy  only  the  same  position  that  a  trespasser  would 
occupy  in  the  case  of  a  trespass  on  private  lands.'*  A  homestead  en- 
tryman,  in  possession  of  his  claim  under  a  valid  entry,  is,  except  as 
between  himself  and  tiie  United  States,  tiie  owner  of  all  timber  cut 
by  him  on  the  said  claim,  and  need  not,  in  an  action  for  the  destruc- 
tion by  fire  of  timber  so  cut  and  piled  on  the  said  premises,  allege 
and  prove  that  the  said  timber  was  cut  in  good  faith  for  the  purpose 
of  preparing  the  land  for  tillage,  although  the  federal  statutes  make 
it  a  crime  to  cut  timber  on  the  public  lands  except  for  the  reason 
specified." 

25.  Sale  of  Logs  and  Lumber. — The  rules  governing  the  sale  of 
cut  timber,  logs  or  lumber  are  the  same  as  those  gov^ing  the  sale 
of  personal  property  generally,  and  so  when  the  terms  of  sale  are 
agreed  on,  and  the  bargain  is  struck  and  everything  the  seller  has  to 
do  with  the  goods  is  complete,  the  contract  of  sale  becomes  absolute 
as  between  the  parties  without  actual  payment  or  deliv^;  and  the 
property  and  the  risk  of  accident  to  the  goods  vest  in  the  buyer.  He 
is  entitled  to  the  goods  on  payment  or  tender  of  the  price,  and  not 
otherwise,  whm  nothing  is  said  at  the  sale  as  -to  the  time  of  delivery' 
or  the  time  of  payment.  But  if  the  goods  are  sold  upon  credit,  and 
nothing  is  agreed  upon  as  to  the  time  of  delivering  the  goods,  the  ven- 
dee is  immediately  entitied  to  the  possession,  and  the  right  of  property 
vests  at  once  in  him.  Therefore  whwe  a  purchaser  buys  and  a  vendor 
sells  certain  logs  without  condition  or  reservation,  and  the  measure- 
ment provided  for  in  the  contract  was  simply  to  ascertain  the  amount 
to  be  paid  by  the  defendants,  the  title  in  the  logs  passes  to  the  pur- 
chaser at  the  time  the  contract  is  executed.'  But  it  has  been  held 
that  a  sale  of  a  certain  number  of  sticks  of  timber  upon  an  agree- 
ment to  pay  the  market  price  at  a  place  other  than  that  where  they 
ore  located,  at  a  future  date  and  after  the  sticks  are  measured,  delivered 
and  inspected,  passes  no  titie  to  the  purchaser  before  measurement, 
delivery  and  inspection  have  been  made.*  It  is  suffici«it  to  constitute 
an  executed  sale  of  a  quantity  of  wood  making  a  definite  number  of 
cords  out  of  a  larger  quantity,  piled  upon  the  land  of  the  seller,  when 
the  portion  sold  has  been  measured  and  marked  ofif  from  the  mass, 
so  as  to  be  specifically  distinguished  and  identified,  though  this  is  not 
inconsistent  with  the  retention  of  a  lien  for  the  purchase  price  by  the 
vendor,*  but  where  the  wood  to  be  sold  ia  mixed  indiscriminately  with 

19.  Tnrley  v.  Tncker,  6  Ho.  683,     Note:  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  38  et  seq. 
35  Am.  Dec.  449.  2.  McDonald  v.  Hewett,  15  Johns. 

Note:  32  L.R.A.  434.  (N.  Y.)  349,  8  Am.  Dec.  241. 

20.  Babcock  v.  Canadian  Northern      Note:  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  39. 
Railway  Co.,  117  Minn.  434,  136  N.     3.  Arnold  t.  Delano,  4  Cosh.  (Maaa.) 


1.  Leonard  v.  Davis,  1  Black  476,  Note:  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  39. 
17  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  222. 


W.  275,  Ann.  Cas.  1913D  924. 


33.  50  Am.  Dec.  754. 
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other  kinds  of  wood  the  title  does  not  pass  until  it  has  been  separated 
and  specifically  identified.*  An  actual  delivery  of  logs  or  lumber  is 
not  required  in  order  to  vest  title  in  ihe  purchaser.  for  example, 
the  log^  are  floating  in  the  water  they  are  only  in  the  constructive  pos- 
session of  the  owner,  and  under  such  circumstances  a  symbolical  de- 
livery is  all  that  can  generally  be  expected,  and  is  amply  sufficient  to 
pass  the  title,*  nor  is  an  actual  removal  necessary  to  rendw  a  sale  valid 
against  ihe  creditors  of  the  vendor  of  logs  which  were  on  the  ice  of  a 
river  and  on  the  land  of  strangers,  especiedly  where  personal  notice  was 
carried  home  to  such  creditors.*  But  it  has  been  held  that  a  sale  of  a 
quantity  of  boards  in  a  lumber  yard  which  are  mwely  pointed  out  to 
the  buyer,  who  does  nothing  to  take  possession  of  or  identity  his  pur- 
chase, passes  no  title  as  against  an  attaching  creditor.'  Symbolic  de- 
livery of  logs  landed  on  a  sti^am  preparatory  to  driving  is  a  sufficient 
delivery,  even  as  against  subsequent  purchasers,  where  a  survey  of  the 
logs  is  made  by  a  person  mutiully  agreed  upon  by  the  parties  to  the 
sale,  and  the  vendee's  mark  is  put  on  the  logs  as  they  are  landed,  al- 
though the  vendor  under  his  contract  retains  ihem  for  delivery  at  a 
designated  place  down  the  stream.^  So  the  marking  of  a  number  of 
shingles  bought  with  the  initial  of  the  purchaser  will  constitute  a 
delivery.'  It  has  been  held  that  the  title  to  timber  does  not  pass  until 
it  is  delivered  on  cars,  under  a  written  contract  not  so  executed  that  it 
can  be  recorded,  declaring  that  the  vendor  sells  the  timber  at  a  certain 
price  per  thousand,  part  to  be  paid  when  on  the  track  ready  for  tiie  cars 
and  the  balance  when  loaded,  although  a  large  sum  of  money  is  paid  as 
an  advancement  on  which  the  vendor  is  to  pay  interest^"  But  a  sale  of 
a  quantity  of  tan  bark  measured  and  classified,  lying  in  the  wood  at 
a  distance  of  several  miles  from  a  railroad,  in  a  condition  fit  for  im- 
mediate delivery,  at  an  agreed  price,  covering  haulage  to  the  railroad 
and  loading  on  cars,  accompanied  by  a  part  payment  on  account  of 
the  price,  passes  immediately  the  property  to  tiie  buyer.**  A  pur- 
chaser o'f  logs  with  notice  that  his  vendor  is  not  to  have  title  thereto 
until  the  performance  of  certain  conditions  acquires  no  title  as  against 
the  person  on  whose  behalf  performance  was  to  be  made,  he  being 
the  owner  of  the  articles.**  Where  there  is  a  question  as  to  the  identity 

4.  Hahn  v.  Fredericks,  30  Mich.  223,  8.  Bethel  Steam  Mill  Co.  v.  Brown, 

18  Am.  Rep.  119.  67  Me.  9,  99  Am.  Dec.  752. 

Note:  26  L.B.A.(N.S.)  39.  Note:  26  L.R.A.  38. 

6.  Leonard  v.  Davis,  1  Black  476,  9.  Jevett  v.  lineohi,  14  Me.  116, 

17  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  222;  Jewett  v.  War-  31  Am.  Dee.  36. 

ren,  12  Mass.  300,  7  Am.  Dec.  74.  Note:  26  L3JL(N.S.)  41. 

6.  Sanborn  v.  Kittredge,  20  Vt.  632,  10.  Yookey  v.  Norn,  101  Mieh.  193, 
60  Am.  Dec.  58.  60  N.  W.  686,  26  L.B.A.  145. 

7.  Cobb  T.  Haskell,  14  Me.  303,  31  11.  Note:  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  40. 
Am.  Dec  56.  12.  Wateiston  v.  Qetcbell,  5  Qreeni 

Note:  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  41.  (Me.)  436,  17  Am.  Dec.  251. 
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of  logs  claimed  under  a  sale  or  deed  of  timber  the  jury  must  pass 
upon  the  sufficiency  of  the  evidence  of  identification.^' 

26.  Lien  of  Owner  of  Timber  for  Purchase  Price. — The  seller  of 
lumber  has  a  common  law  right  to  retain  the  lumber  sold  as  security 
for  the  purchase  price  unless  the  terms  of  tiie  sale  are  such  as  to 
negative  the  right,  and  so  a  vendor  of  timber,  severed  from  his  land 
by  the  vendee,  under  a  written  contract,  may,  in  the  absence  of  a 
stipulation  to  tiie  contrary,  retain  possession  thereof  to  secure  payment 
of  the  purchase  money,  although  the  title  has  passed  to  Uie  vendee ; 
and  such  right  of  retention  is  not  relinquished  or  destroyed  by  a  clause 
in  the  contract,  saying  the  timber  shall  "stand  good  for  the  purchase 
money."  This  right  of  retention  or  lien  may  arise  from  express 
agreement  and  so  an  owner  of  land  has  a  li&a  on  the  timber  cut 
on  and  removed  from  the  land,  where  the  contract  under  which 
the  cutting  and  removal  were  done  provides  that  he  shall  retain  the 
sole  ownership  of  the  timber  until  he  receives  the  proportion  thereof 
allowed  to  him  for  stumpage  and  is  paid  all  moneys  due  to  him  for 
advances  made  to  the  otiier  parties  to  the  contract;  and  where  it  is 
provided  that  the  owner  shall  be  paid  for  his  proportion  of  the  timber 
not  cut  by  the  other  contractors  within  the  time  limited  in  the  con- 
tract, and  all  the  timber  cut  is  pledged  for  such  payment  under  such 
terms,  he  retains  a  lien  on  all  llie  timber  cut  after  as  well  as  that  cut 
during  the  time  so  limited.^*  And  a  purchaser  from  the  vendee  viih 
notice  of  the  rights  of  the  vendor  acquires  no  title  as  against  such 
vendor.'*  If,  however,  a  vendor  of  personal  property  retains  titie  un- 
dw  a  written  and  recorded  contract  until  payment  of  the  purchase 
money,  but  it  is  also  provided  in  such  contract  that  the  vendee  may 
sell  the  property,  consisting  of  lumber  to  be  cut  and  carried  to  market, 
the  vendor  cannot  impose  on  a  bona  fide  purchaser  or  purcha.=ers  from 
his  vendee,  without  notice  of  such  limitations  other  than  the  mere 
recording  of  the  contract,  the  duty  of  seeing  that  he  receives  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  or  sales.*' 

27.  Effect  of  Uncertainty  of  Contract — The  character  of  the  con- 
tract as  heretofore  stated  has  a  material  effect  upon  tiie  question  as  to 
whether  title  to  the  timber  has  passed  thereunder.*®  If  the  contract 
is  uncertain  as  to  the  timber  to  be  removed,  no  title  passes.  Thus  an 
agreement  to  sell  all  of  certain  timbers  that  the  grantee  may  want  has 
been  held  to  be  too  indefinite  to  pass  titie.  ^*  Regardless  of  the  quea* 

13.  Wimbrow  v.  Morris,  118  Md.  91,  (Me.)  435,  17  Am.  Dec.  251. 

84  Atl.  238,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  882.  17.  Clarke  v.  McNatt,  132  Ga.  610, 

14.  Justice  V.  Moore,  69  W.  Va.  51,  64  S.  E.  795,  26  L.BjL(N.S.)  686 
71  S.  E.  204,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  17.      and  note. 

Note:  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  872.  18.  Note:  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  473.  And 

15.  Emerson   v.   Fisk,   6   Greenl.  see  supra,  par,  4  et  seq. 

(Me.)  200,  19  Am.  Dec.  206.  19.  Note:    47    L.R.A.(N.S.)  876. 

16.  Waterston  v.  Getchell,  5  Greenl.  And  see  supra,  par.  22. 
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tion  of  the  passage  of  title  it  is  a  general  rule  that  every  agreement 
required  by  the  statute'  of  frauds  to  be  in  writing  must  be  certain 
in  itself,  or  capable  of  being  made  so  by  reference  to  something  else, 
whereby  the  terms  can  be  ascertained  with  reasonable  precision,  or 
it  cannot  be  carried  into  effect^***  And  a  deed  conveying  "a  portion 
of  the  cypress  timber''  in  a  certain  swamp  and  providing  that  the 
grantor  "may  retain  from  the  timber  enough  for  his  farm  and  build- 
ing purposes"  is  void  for  indefinitenesa.  So  it  has  been  held  that  a 
clause  permitting  the  vendees  to  cut  and  remove  "portions  of  the 
timber  now  standing  on  said  premises"  is  too  uncertain  for  enforce- 
ment in  a  court  of  law,  and  is  binding  on  the  parties  only  in  so  far 
as  they  mutually  act  under  it^  A  contract  for  the  sale  of  all  merchant- 
able pine  timber,  measuring  ten  inches  in  diameter  and  over,  on  a 
described  tract  of  land,  is,  however,  not  void  for  uncertainty,  the  word 
"merchantable"  being  used  to  describe  the  grade  or  quality  of  the 
thing  sold,  and  determinable  by  experts  with  approximate  certainty. 
Nor  does  a  deed  become  objectionable  for  uncertainty  because  it  pro- 
vides for  payment  in  cash  "or  vendor's  option  of  equivalent  value," 
upon  the  ground  that  it  gives  the  vendor  the  right  to  demand  some- 
thing other  than  money  in  satisfaction  of  the  debt.*  Where  the  con- 
tract is  uncertain  and  indefinite  as  to  the  timber  sold,  and  perform- 
ance by  a  recover  would  unduly  tax  the  superintendence  of  the  court, 
speca&t  performance  will  not  be  enforced,*  but  the  fact  that  specific 
performanoe  eannot  be  enforced  will  not  necessarily  deprive  the  con- 
tract of  its  obligatory  character.* 

28.  Breach  of  Contract  in  Reference  to  Timber. — ^In  view  of  the 
fad  that  an  agreement  in  general  terms  to  convey  real  estate  calls 
t(39  a  eonveyance  of  the  entire  estate  in  the  lands  sold,  by  a  good  and 
Buffieient  deed,  and  includes  necessarily  the  timber  growing  upon 
the  lands,  H  is  not  complied  with  by  the  tender  of  a  conveyance  of  the 
land  after  a  eonveyance  of  all  or  a  part  of  the  timber  to  another  pur- 
diaser,  and  a  refusal  to  convey  the  timber  with  the  land  is  a  breach 
of  the  contract  of  sale.  The  right  of  the  vendee  to  recover  damans 
therefore  ie  not  aSecifid  by  the  fact  that  he  knew  at  the  time  the 
agreement  was  entered  into  that  the  vendor  did  not  have  an  absolute 
title  to  the  land,  for  a  vendor  who  agrees  to  convey  what  he  at  tlie 
time  knom  he  has  no  right  to  convey,  because  the  title^is  in  another, 
thereby  assumes  the  risk  of  acquiring  the  tiUe  and  marking  the  eon- 
veyance, or  responding  in  damages  for  the  vendee's  loss  of  his  bar- 
gain *  The  measure  of  the  value  of  the  bargain  is  the  value  of  tlie 
land  estimated  at  the  time  the  contract  was  broken  less  what  the  ven- 

20.  Note:  83  A.  S.  K.  063.  80  So.  638,  89  A  S.  R.  593,  55  L.H.A. 

1.  Note:  128  A.  S.  B.  876.  328. 

2.  Lee  Lumber  Co.  v.  Hotaid,  122  4.  Lee  Lumber  Co.  v.  Hotard.  122 
U.  850,  48  So.  286.  129  A.  S.  E.  368.  La.  850,  48  So.  286,  129  A.  S.  R.  368. 

3.  Bomer  v.  Canaday,  79  Miss.  222,     fi.  Pago  v.  Ford,  65  Ore.  450,  131 
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dee  agreed  to  pay  therefor .•  Where  the  land  .with  the  timber  thereon 

is  actually  conveyed,  but  the  vendee  finds  that  fraudulent  misr^re- 
sentations  as  to  the  quantity  of  timber  standing  thereon  have  been 
made  to  him,  he  is  entitled  to  set  oflF  the  damage  thereby  sustained 
against  any  unpaid  portion  of  the  purchase  price.'  The  measure  of 
damages  for  a  failure  to  cut,  remove  and  pay  for  all  the  timber  on 
certain  land  within  a  specified  time  is  the  difference  between  the 
market  value  of  the  timber  left  standing  on  the  land  and  the  contract 
price  at  the  time  of  the  breach.*  The  damages  may  also  be  liquidated 
in  the  contract  itself.'  The  measure  of  damages  in  an  action  to  re- 
cover for  a  breach  of  a  contract  to  deliver  logs  to  be  sawed  at  plaintiflF's 
mill  is  the  contract  price  of  sawing  less  the  cost  of  doing  the  work, 
in  labor,  in  wear  and  tear  of  machinery,  in  time  of  use  of  machinery, 
and  value  of  superintendence."  Where  the  profits  to  be  derived  from 
some  particular  transaction  in  connection  with  lumber  are  capable 
of  definite  ascertainment  they  may  be  employed  in  determining  the 
damages  for  a  breach  of  contract,  and  the  profits  to  be  derived  by  a 
lumberman  from  logging  and  lumber  contracts  are  not  only  proxi- 
mate and  direct  but  also  peculiarly  certain  owing  to  the  facility  and 
accuracy  with  which  the  cost  of  execution  may  be  estimated.**  When 
a  written  contract  for  the  sale  of  logs  fails  to  express  or  indicate  the 
method  of  measurement  to  be  followed,  proof  of  custom  or  upage  is 
admissible  to  show  and  explain  the  unexpressed  intention  of  the  parties 
as  to  the  mode  of  measurement  to  be  adopted.  Thus  under  a  contract 
for  the  sale  of  logs  according  to  "board  measure"  proof  of  custom  is 
admissible  to  show  the  amount  to  be  deducted  for  hollow  or  peeky 
logs  when  the  contract  is  silent  on  this  stibject.**  Where  a  contract 
provides  for  the  scaling  of  logs  and  in  the  event  of  disagreement  a 
test  scale  by  a  disinterested  scaler,  a  refusal  of  one  of  the  parties  to 
submit  to  the  test  scale  is  a  breach  of  the  contract,  and  the  original 
scaling  is  not  binding  upon  the  other  party  in  determining  the  num- 
ber of  feet  of  timber  sold."  One  having  a  contract  to  haul  logs  into 
a  stream  without  stipulation  as  to  the  point  on  the  stream  to  which 
they  shall  be  hauled  fulfils  his  contract  by  landing  the  logs  at  any 

Pac.  1013,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  1048,  45  108  A.  S.  B.  42;  Stony  Creek  Lumber 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  247.  Co.  v.  Fields,  102  Va.  1,  45  S.  B.  797, 

6.  Arentsen  v.  Moreland,  122  Wis.  1  Ann.  Cas.  242  and  note. 

167,  99  N.  W.  790,  106  A.  8.  R.  951  10.  Donn  v.  Johnson,  33  Ind.  54, 

and  note,  2  Ann.  Cas.  628,  65  L.B.A.  5  Am.  Hep.  177. 

973.  11.  Note:  53  L.R.A.  62,  53,  71-73. 

7.  Hammett  v.  Emerson,  27  Me.  308,  12.  Deetrehan  v.  Louisiana.  Cypress 
46  Am.  Dec.  598.  Lumber  Co.,  45  La.  Ann.  920,  13  So. 

8.  Stillwell  V.  Paepcke-Leieht  Lum-  230,  40  A.  S.  R.  265. 

ber  Co.,  73  Ark.  432,  84  S.  W.  483,  13.  Thiel  v.  John  Week  Lumber 

103  A.  S.  R.  42.  Co.,  137  Wis.  272,  118  N.  W.  802, 

9.  RiillttTll  V.  Paepcke-Leieht  Lum-  129  A.  S.  R.  1064. 
ber  Co.,  73  Ark.  432,  84  S.  W.  483, 
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point  within  the  stream  whether  they  can  be  floated  conveniently  from 
that  point  or  not^' 

V.  Rights  or  Life  Tenants,  Mortoaobbs  and  Othbrs 

29.  Rights  of  Life  Tenants  and  Mortgagees  in  Timber. — The  rights 
of  a  life  tenant  in  respect  to  growing  timber  upon  the  life  estate  are 
fully  discussed  at  length  elsewhere  in  this  work,^*  and  only  general 
rules  governing  the  subject  are  presented  here.  In  England  the  rights 
of  a  life  tenant  to  cut  growing  trees  is  rigidly  limited,  but  in  America 
more  latitude  is  allowed,  particularly  in  heavily  wooded  sections, 
whrae  the  clearing  of  lands  is  frequently  of  material  advantage  to 
the  entire  estate,  and  the  rule  established  by  the  weight  of  authority 
in  this  country  permits  the  tenant  for  life  to  cut  timber  for  the  pur- 
pose of  clearing  tiie  land,  provided  the  part  cleared,  with  that  already 
prepared  fox  cultivation,  as  compared  to  the  remainder  of  the  tract, 
does  not  exceed  the  proportion  of  cleared  to  wooded  land  usually 
maintained  in  good  huslmndry;  and  provided,  further,  that  he  does 
not  materially  lessen  the  value  of  the  inheritance.^*  In  view  of  the 
nature  of  a  life  tenant's  interest  in  an  estate,  it  f^pears  that  he  cannot 
maintain  trover  for  the  conversion  of  trees,  nor  trespass  de  bonis 
asportatis  for  the  taking  of  them,  but  he  may  maintain  an  action 
of  trespass  quare  clausum  fregit  for  the  injury  sustained  to  his  pos- 
session of  the  premises.^'  Neither  a  mortgagor  nor  a  mortgagee  in 
possession  can  waste  the  mortgaged  property  by  the  unnecessary  de- 
struction of  standing  timber.** 

30.  Right  of  Joint  Owner  to  Partition. — In  some  cases  the  question 
has  arisen  as  to  the  rights  of  a  vendee  of  an  undivided  interest  in  the 
timber  on  a  tract  of  land,  and  it  has  been  held  that  where  a  person,  who 
is'the  sole  owner  of  a  tract  of  land,,  conveys  an  undivided  interest  in  the 
timber  on  the  land,  an  action  for  the  partition  of  the  timber  may  be 
maintained  by  the  purchaser.'*  So  if  two  or  more  persons  as  coten- 
ants  own  all  tiie  timber  on  a  parcel  of  land  it  seems  that  they  are  en- 
titled to  partition.*'  If,  however,  one  of  several  cotenants  grants  to 
a  third  person  the  timber  on  his  moiety,  it  is  generally  held  that  the 
grant  cannot,  as  against  the  cotenants  of  the  grantor,  create  a  coten- 
ancy in  the  timber  distinct  from  that  in  the  land  whic^  will  require 

14.  Palmer  t.  Fogg,  86  Me.  368,  58  18.  Wliiting  t.  Adams,  66  Vt.  679, 
Am.  Dec  708.  30  All.  32,  44  A.  S.  E.  875,  26  L.R.A. 

16.  See  Lin  Ebxatm,  ante,  par.  23;  598.   And  see  Mortoaoxs;  Wastk. 
Wabtx.  19.  Harrell  t.  Mason,  170  Ala.  282, 

16.  Rutherford  t.  Wilson,  95  Ark.  54  So.  106,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  585  and 
246,  129  S.  W.  534,  37  L.R.A.(N.S.)  note;  Steedman  v.  Weeks,  2  Strob.  Eq. 
763  and  note.  (S.  C.)  145,  49  Am.  Dec.  660. 

17.  C.  W.  Zimmerman  Mfg.  Co.         20.  Harrell  r.  Mason,  170  Ala.  282, 
Da£Bn,  149  Ala.  380,  42  So.  868,  123  54  So.  106,  Ann.  Gas.  XSIZD  68& 
A.  S.  R.  58,  0  L.B.A.<N.S.)  663. 
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them  to  Bubmit  to  partition  d  the  formw  not  including  the  latter. 
The  grantee  therefore  cannot  maintain  a  suit  for  the  partition  of  the 
timber  only.  He  nevertheless  has  the  right  to  the  timber  on  such 
part  of  the  land  as  may  be  set  apart  to  his  grantor,  and  for  the  main- 
tenance of  this  right  must  be  allowed  to  prosecute  a  suit  against  the 
grantor  and  the  other  cotenants,  or,  in  case  of  their  conveyance  to 
a  third  poson,  then  against  such  person  to  compel  the  segregation 
of  a  parcel  from  which  he  may  take  the  timber.*  When  part  of  the 
owners  of  an  undivided  tract  of  timbered  land  convey  their  interest 
in  t&e  timber  to  a  stranger,  and  subsequently  join  with  the  remaining 
owner  in  a  deed  in  fee  of  the  whole  tract  to  a  third  person,  without 
reservation  of  the  timber,  and  with  notice  to  such  grantee  of  ita  sale 
and  conveyance,  the  vendee  of  such  timber  is  substituted  to  the  rights 
of  his  grantoxa,  and  may  compel  partition  of  the  timber  and  land  as 
a  whole,  notwithstanding  the  merger  of  the  title,  and  may  enforce  his 
right  to  cut  and  remove  the  timb^  pursuant  to  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions of  his  deed.* 

31.  Rights  of  Adjoining  Owners  as  to  Boundary  Trees. — Trees 
standing  directly  upon  the  line  between  adjoining  owners  so  that  the 
line  passes  through  them  are  the  common  property  of  the  adjoining 
owners,'  and  this  is  true  whether  they  are  marked  or  not.*  In  some 
cases  it  has  been  stated  that  the  adjoining  owners  are  tenants  in  com- 
mon of  such  trees,*  but  others  take  t2ie  view  that  tRe  tenancy  in 
common  in  a  tree  is  of  a  peculiar  nature,  if  there  be  such  a  tenancy  at 
all,  and  that  each  of  the  landowners  upon  whose  land  any  part  of  a 
trunk  of  a  tree  stands  has  an  interest  in  that  tree,  a  property  in  it, 
equal,  in  the  first  instance,  to,  or  perhaps  rather  identical  with,  the 
part  whifti  is  upon  his  land;  and  in  the  next  place,  embracing  the 
right  to  demand  that  the  owner  of  the  other  portion  shall  so  use  his 
part  as  not  unreasonably  to  injure  or  destroy  the  whole.'  An  action 
in  treepass  will  lie  if  one  of  the  adjoining  owners  cute  and  destroys 
trees  on  the  boundary  line  without  the  consent  of  the  other  owner,^ 

1.  HarreU  v.  Ifason,  170  Ala.  282,  Notes:  21  L.B.A.  730  ;  40  UR.A. 
54  So.  105,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  585  and  (N.S.)  3. 

notf^;  Benedict  v.  Torrent,  83  Mich.  6.  Museh  t.  Burkfaart,  83  la.  301, 
181,  47  N.  W.  129,  21  A.  8.  R.  589,  48  N.  W.  1025,  32  A.  8.  R.  305  and 
11  L.R.A,  278;  Mee  v.  Benedict,  98  note,  12  L.R.A.  484;  Dubois  t.  Beaver, 
Mich.  260,  57  N.  W.  175,  39  A.  S.  R.  25  N.  Y.  123,  82  Am.  Dec  326;  Skin- 
543,  22  L.R.A.  641.  ner  v.  Wilder,  38  Vt  116,  88  Am. 

Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  587.  Dec.  646  and  note. 

a.  Mee  T.  Benedict,  98  Mich.  260,     Note:  21  Ljl.A.  729. 
57  N.  W.  175,  39  A.  S.  R.  543  and     6.  Robinson  v.  Clapp,  65  Conn.  365, 
note,  22  L.R.A.  641.  32  Atl.  939,  29  I*B.A.  582. 

3.  GrifBn  v.  Bixby,  12  N.  H.  454,     Note:  46  L.R.A.fN.S.)  3. 

37  Am.  Dec.  225.  7.  Griffin  v.  Bixby,  12  N.  H.  454, 

Note:  82  Am.  Dee.  330.  37  Am.  Dec.  225. 

4.  Griffin  v.  Bixby,  12  N.  H.  454,  Notes:  82  Am.  Dec.  330:  21  L^B^A. 
37  Am.  Dee.  225.  729  ;  46  L.B.A.(N.S.)  S. 
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OT  the  cutting  may  be  restrained  by  injunctioD,*  and  the  fact  that 
one  owner  has  cut  down  and  appropriated  part  of  the  trees  on  a 
boundary  line  will  not  defeat  his  right  by  injunction  to  prevent 
the  other  owner  from  cutting  down  the  remainder.'  According 
to  some  decisions  neither  of  the  adjoining  owners  is  at  liberty  to 
cut  away  the  tree  without  the  consent  of  the  other,  nor  to  cut  away 
the  part  which  extends  over  his  land^  if  he  thereby  injures  the  com- 
mon property  in  the  tree.'®  But  in  others  it  is  held  that  one  of 
the  owners  may  cut  off  the  branches  up  to  the  line,  even  though 
that  would  be  practically  to  the  trunk' of  the  tree.**  While  it  would 
seem  that  the  court  may  abate  a  nuisance  caused  by  boundary  trees, 
a  proper  case  for  such  action  is  not  made  out  where  the  damage 
shown  is  not  clear.** 

32.  Rights  of  ^joxiiing  Owners  as  to  Trees  near  Boondary. — 
Where  a  tree  grows  ratirely  upon  the  land  of  one  of  two  adjoining 
property  owners,  although  &e  roots  extend  and  grow  into  the  land 
of  Uie  other,  the  tree  is  wholly  the  property  of  him  upon  whose  land 
the  trunk  stands,  and  the  same  is  true  in  the  case  of  a  tree  whose 
branches  overhang  adjoining  land.**  •  Trees  whose  branches  extend 
over  the  land  of  another  are  not  nuisances,  except  to  the  extent  to 
which  the  branches  overhang  the  adjoining  land.  To  that  extent, 
however,  they  are  technical  nuisances,  and  the  person  over  whose  land 
they  extend  may  lop  them  off  up  to  the  line,  or  have  his  action  for 
damages,  if  any  have  been  sustained,  and  an  abatement  of  the  nui- 
sance against  the  owner  or  the  occupant  of  the  land  on  which  they 
grow,  but  he  may  not  cut  down  the  tree,  neither  may  he  <uit  the 
branches  thereof  beyond  the  extent  to  which  they  overhang  his  soil.** 
There  is  some  question  as  to  whether  the  owner  of  land  may  cut  off 
overhanging  branches  of  a  tree  growing  on  adjoining  property  with- 
out tirst  giving  notice  to  the  owner  of  such  property  and  an  opportu- 

8.  RobinBon  t.  Clapp,  65  Conn.  3S5,  12.  Orandona  v.  Lovdal,  78  Cal.  611, 
32  Atl.  939,  29  L.Rjl.  582;  Uvach  v.  21  Pac.  366,  12  A.  S.  R.  121, 
Burkhart,,  83  la.  301,  48  N.  W.  1025,  13.  Lyman  v.  Hale,  11  Conn.  177,  27 
32  A.  S.  R.  305,  12  L.R.A.  484.  Am.  Dec.  728;  Dubois  v.  Beaver,  25 

Notes:  21  L.R.A.  720  ;  46  I4.BJL  N.  T.  123,  82  Am.  Dec.  326  and  note; 

(N.S.)  5.    .  Hoffman  v.  Armstrong,  48  N.  Y.  201, 

9.  Musch  V.  Burkhart,  83  la.  301,  8  Am.  Rep.  537;  Skinner  v.  Wilder, 
48  N.  W.  1025,  32  A.  S.  R.  305,  12  38  Vt  115,  88  Am.  Dec  646  and 
L.R.A.  484.  note. 

10.  Orandona  v.  Lovdal,  78  CaL  611,  14.  Robinson  t.  Clapp,  65  Conn.  365, 
21  Pac.  366,  12  A.  8.  B.  12L  35  Atl.  »39,  29  L.R.A.  582;  Hickey  v. 

Note:  46  L.R.A.(N.S.)  4.  Michigan  Cent.  R.  Co.,  96  Mich.  498. 

11.  Robinson  v.  Clapp,  66  Conn.  55  N.  W.  989,  35  A.  S.  E.  621,  21 
365,  32  Atl.  939,  29  L,R.A.  582,  67  L.B.A.  729;  Buckingham  t.  Elhott,  62 
Conn.  63Sf  36  AtL  604,  62  A.  S.  E.  Miss.  296,  52  Am.  Rep.  188. 

298.  >       Notes:  82  Am.  Dec.  331;  46  L.aA. 

Note:  46  L.R.A.(N.S.)  4,  5.  (N.S.)  6. 
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nity  to  cut  such  branches,**  but  it  has  been  held  that  where  the  com- 
plaining landowner  has  offered  the  owner  of  the  trees  compensatioii 
for  cutting  tiiem,  which  oS&r  is  accompanied  with  notice  that  he  con- 
siders them  a  nuisance,  no  further  notice  is  required  before  the  injured 
party  proceeds  to  remove  them  himself.**  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  entire  ownership  of  a  tree  is  in  the  person  upon  whose  land  the 
trunk  stands,  an  adjoining  owner  is  liable  for  the  taking  of  fruit 
growing  on  the  branches  of  such  tree  whidi  overhang  his  land,  for 
the  title  to  the  fruit  goes  with  the  title  to  the  tree.*' 

VI.  Remedies  for  Peotkction  of  Interests  in  Timbee 

33.  Right  of  Action  and  Character  Thereof. — ^In  recovering  for 
injuries  to  a  right  or  interest  in  logs  or  timber  several  remedies  may 
be  pursued.  If  one  enters  upon  the  land  of  another  and  cuts  trees 
thereon,  tiie  owner  of  tiie  land  and  of  the  trees  has  his  election  at 
common  law  to  sue  in  trover  and  conversion  or  in  trespass  de  bonis 
asportatis  for  the  value  of  the  trees,  or  in  trespass  quare  clausum 
fregit  for  injury  to  the  freehold,  the  land,  or  to  the  possession  of  it.** 
He  may  also  sue  in  replevin  for  the  recovery  of  the  particular  logs 
or  timber  removed.*'  The  action  quare  clausum  fregit  is  local,  the 
injury  being  considered  as  injury  to  the  land,  but  the  other  forms  of 
actions  are  transitory  because  the  trees  after  severance  may  be  carried 
away  and  converted  elsewhere.'*  Where  the  ownership  of  the  land 
and  the  trees  is  separate  the  owner  of  the  trees  has  an  interest  in  the 
land  sudi  as  will  entitle  him  to  bring  an  action  quare  clausum  fregit,* 
and  it  would  seem  clear  that  such  owaex  has  the  right  to  proceed  to 
recover  the  value  of  the  timber  removed  in  the  forms  of  action  in- 
dicated or  the  particular  logs  belonging  to  him  in  an  action  of  re- 
plevin.* But  one  who  has  cut  timber  on  the  land  of  another  without 
the  knowledge  or  consent  of  such  owner  cannot  maintain  trover  thereh 
for.*  The  basis  of  the  right  of  action  in  any  case  is  the  plaintiflTs 
title  either  to  the  land,  the  standing  timber  or  the  severed  logs.  As 
a  general  principle,  possession  is  indispwsable  to  maiptain  trespass 

15.  Hickey  v.  Michigan  Cent.  R.  Co.,  730  ;  46  L.E.A.(N.S.)  6. 

96  Mich.  498,  55  N.  W.  989,  35  A.  18.  WiUiams  v.  Elm  City  Lnmber 

S.  R.  621,  21  L.R.A.  729  and  note.  Co.,  154  N.  C.  306,  70  S.  B.  631,  Ann. 

Note:  82  Am.  Dec.  331.  Cas.  1912A  917. 

16.  Hickey  v.  Michigan  Cent.  R.  Co.,  Note:  19  L.R.A.  653. 
96  Mich.  498,  55  N.  W.  989,  35  A.  19.  See  supra,  par.  39. 

S.  R.  621,  21  L.R.A.  729.  20.  Brady  v.  Brady,  161  N.  C.  324, 

17.  Lyman  v.  Hale,  11  Conn.  177,  77  S.  E.  235,  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  279 
27  Am.  Dee.  728;  Hoffman  v.  Arm-  and  note. 

strong,  48  N.  Y.  201,  8  Am.  Rep.  537;     1.  See  snpra,  par.  11. 
Skinner  v.  WUder,  38  Vt  115,  88  Am.     2.  Note :  29  L.R.A.(N.S.)  647  et  aeq. 
Dec.  645.  3.  Curtis  v.  Oroat,  6  Johns.  (N.  7.) 

Notes:  83  Am.  Dee.  331;  21  L.R.A.  168,  5  Am.  Dee.  204. 
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quare  clausum  fregit,  and  so  a  guardian  and  not  hia  ward  should  bring 
such  an  action  for  cutting  timber  on  the  word's  land.*  Actual  posses- 
sion of  land,  if  thereby  is  meant  possessio  pedis,  is  not  required  to 
maintain  an  action  for  the  conversion  of  timber  severed  from  the  free- 
hold. The  legal  title,  which  draws  to  it  constructive  possession,  is,  in 
the  absence  of  adverse  possession  by  another,  sufficient*  One  in  actual 
possession  is  presumed  to  be  lawfully  so,  having  the  right  of  posses- 
sion, and  tiierefore  entitled  to  the  timber  severed.'  Where  the  land 
is  in  the  adverse  possession  of  another  some  question  has  arisen  as  to 
the  right  of  the  owner  against  the  disseisor,  and  it  has  been  held  in 
some  of  the  decisions  that  neither  trover  nor  trespass  de  bonis  aspor- 
tatis  will  lie  to  recover  of  a  purchaser  from  a  disseisor  or  from  the 
disseisor  himself  the  ^ue  of  trees  cut  from  the  land  of  the  true  owner 
during  possession  by  such  disseisor,  and  that  the  only  remedy  of 
the  owner  is  an  action  of  trespass  quare  clausum  fregit  to  recover  dam- 
ages to  the  close,  intermediate  the  disseisin  and  re-«ntry  by  the  true 
owner,  after  re-entry.'  The  apparent  weight  of  authority,  however, 
holds  that  the  possession  of  the  real  owner  relates  ba<^,  and  he  is  re- 
garded as  having  been  continuously  in  possession  since  the  desseisin, 
and  therefore  trover  or  trespass  de  bonis  asportatis  may  be  maintained 
by  him  after  his  re-entry  for  the  value  of  the  trees  cut  by  the  first  or 
second  disseisor  or  their  grantees  intermediate  the  disseisin  and  such 
re-entry.^  With  the  title  to  the  land,  as  has  been  already  clearly  shown , 
goes  the  title  to  standing  timber.*  When  severed  from  the  soil  its 
character  as  realty  is  changed ;  it  has  become  personalty,  but  the  title 
to  it  continues  as  before,  and  therefore  the  right  to  recover  for  timber 
severed  from  the  freehold  depends  upon  the  right  to  the  freehold 
itself." 

34.  Damages  for  Injury  to  Land  from  Destruction  of  Timber. — 
The  rule  of  damages  for  the  destruction  of  timber  depends  upon  the 
purpose  and  character  of  the  action  in  which  recovery  is  sought.''  If 
the  owner  of  trees  destroyed  by  the  wrongful  act  of  another  brings 
his  action  for  their  value,  the  proper  measure  of  damages  is  tiie  market 

4.  TnuB  V.  Olds,  6  Band.  (Va.)  666,  74  Miss.  684,  21  So.  396,  36  L.R.A. 

18  Am.  Dee.  748.  165. 

6.  White  V.  YaiAey,  108  Ala.  270,  9.  See  supra,  par.  3. 

10  So.  360,  64  A.  8.  B.  169,  32  LJt.A.  10.  Schulenberg  v.  Harziman,  21 

199.  Wall.  44, 22  U.  S.  (U  ed.)  551;  North- 

6.  Northern  Pae.  B.  Go.  v.  Paine,  em  Pac.  R.  Co.  v.  Paine,  119  U.  S.  661, 
119  U.  S.  5G1,  7  S.  Gt.  323,  30  U.  S.  7  S.  Ct.  323,  30  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  513. 
(L.ed.)513.  Note:  32  L.B.A.  434. 

7.  AlUance  Tmrt  Co.  v.  Nrttleton  And  see  supra,  par.  24. 
Hardwood  Co.,  74  Miss.  684,  21  So.  11.  Bailey  v.  Chicago,  etc,  R.  Co., 
396,  36  L.Bj!l.  165.  3  S.  D.  531,  64  N.  wT  596,  10  UBjk. 

8.  Anderson  v.  Hapler,  34  111.  436,  663  and  note. 

86  Am.  Dec  318  and  note;  Allianoe     Note:  18  LJt.A.(N.S.)  244. 
Trust  Go.  V.  Nettleton  Hardwood  Co.,     And  see  supra,  par.  33. 
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value  of  the  trees  destroyed,  independent  of  the  real  estate.^'  If  he 
brings  an  action  of  trespass  quare  daasum  f regit  for  the  injury  to  the 
real  estate  or  his  interest  in  itj  the  measure  of  damages  is  the  dimio- 
isbed  value  of  the  real  estate.**  When  tie  action  is  directed  tow&rd 
a  recovery  of  damages  for  the  trespass,  the  gist  of  it  is  the  disturbance 
of  the  possession,  and  whatever  is  done  after  the  l»«aking  and  enter- 
ing is  held  to  be  but  an  aggravation  of  damages.^*  The  measure  of 
damages  in  such  a  case  is  t^e  injury  to  the  land,  or,  in  other  words, 
the  difference  betwera  the  value  of  the  land  before  and  after  the 
destruction  or  removal  of  the  treee.'*  It  is  manifest,  however,  that  the 
value  of  the  timber  removed  is  an  incident  in  the  loss,  the  importance 
of  whidi  varies  very  considerably.  In  some  cases  it  will  r^resent 
almost  the  entire  loss  and  in  others  only  a  small  fraction  thereof.  In 
cases  in  which  the  former  is  true,  the  distinction  between  the  action 
of  trespass  quare  dausum  fregit  and  the  action  for  the  value  of  timber 
becomes  somewhat  vague,  and  the  rule  for  determining  damages  al- 
most identical.**  A  distinction  has,  however,  been  stated  to  exist  be- 
tween the  two  forms  of  remedy,  in  tiiat  where  tiie  action  is  for  injury 
to  the  land  the  value  of  the  timber  as  an  item  of  damages  must  be 
calculated  upen  its  value  as  standing  timber  and  not  its  value  after 
the  labor  of  cutting  has  been  expended  upon  it,  while  if  the  action  is 
for  the  value  of  wood  cut  and  removed  the  rule  is  otherwise.*'  In 
rec<^nition  of  the  two  items  of  damages  the  rule  has  been  stated  to 
be  that  Uie  injured  party  is  entitled  to  recover  of  the  trespasser  the 
value  of  the  timber  when  it  was  first  seyered  from  the  land  and  became 
a  chattel  togetiier  with  any  injury  done  to  the  land  in  <removing  it 
therefrom,**  and  so  where  land  is  purchased  for  the  young  growing 
timber  thereon,  the  measure  of  damages  for  an  unlawful  cutting  is 
the  stumpage  value  of  the  trees  large  enough  to  have  stumpage  value, 
and  the  damage  to  the  land  as  an  investn^ent  by  the  cutting  of  trees 
80  mall  as  to  have  no  stumpage  value.*'  The  prospective  value  of  the 
small  trees  may  not  be  used  as  the  basis  of  the  damages  awarded,  but 

12.  Bailey  v.  Oiicago,  etc.,  B.  Co.,  229  Pa.  St.  285,  78  Atl.  143*  140  A. 

3  S.  D.  531,  54  N.  W.  696,  19  L.R.A.  S.  R.  730. 

653  and  note.   And  see  infra,  par.  38.  Notes:  19  L.R.A.  653,  656;  18  ij.E.A. 

13.  Bailey  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  (N.S.)  244  et  seq.;  52  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
3  S.  D.  531,  54  N.  W.  59fr,  19  L.R.A.  97;  15  Ann.  Caa.  916  et  seq. 

653  and  note.   And  see  Dakaobs,  vol.  16.  Note :  19  L.RJl.  653. 

8,  p.  484  et  seq.  17.  Foote  v.  Merrill,  64  N.  H.  490, 

14.  Foote  V.  Merrill,  54  N.  H.  490»  20  Am.  Rep.  161. 

20  Am.  Rep.  151.  18.  Oaskins  v.  Davis,  115  N.  C.  85, 

Note:  19  L.R.A.  663.  20  S.  E.  188,  44  A.  S.  R.  439,  25 

16.  Foote  V.  Merrill,  64  N.  H.  490,  L.R.A.  813. 

20  Am.  Rep.  161;  Evans  t.  Keystone  Note:  19  L.R.A.  663,  656. 

Gaa  Co.,  148  N.  T.  112,  42  N.  E.  613,  19.  Notes:  18  L.R.A.(N.S.)  244  ;  52 

61  A.  S.  R.  681,  30  UR.A.  651;  Ma-  UR.A.(N.S.)  97;  15  Ann.  Csa.  916  et 

haffey  v.  New  York  Cent.,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  seq. 
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may  be  considered  in  determining  the  injury  to  the  land,  and  as  an 
incident  thereto  the  character  of  the  trees  should  be  considered,  their 
ultimate  merchantability,  and  the  readiness  with  which  they  might 
be  marketed.**  Where  all  the  timber  is  mature  or  merchantable  the 
value  thereof  will  be  approximately  the  measure  of  damages  sustained 
by  the  owner  of  the  land.^  The  loss  of  prospective  profits  from  the 
tiinber  destroyed  is  not,  however,  an  element  in  the  damages.*  The 
rule  heretofore  outlined  will  apply  where  the  injury  was  caused  by 
the  destruction  of  timber  through  fire  or  other  cause,  if  it  was  oc- 
casioned by  negligence,  as,  for  example,  fires  caused  by  railroad  en- 
gines. The  action  may  be  brought  either  for  the  value  of  the  timber 
or  the  injury  to  the  land,  and  in  the  latter  event  the  measure  of  dam- 
ages will  include  hoth  items  of  loss,*  or,  as  it  has  been  stated,  in  case 
of  a  fire,  the  market  value  of  the  land  burned  over,  before  and  after 
the  injury,  together  with  compensation  for  the  value  of  the  wood  ly- 
ing on  the  land  which  was  destroyed  by  the  fire.*  Where  a  convey- 
ance or  reservation  of  timber  with  a  limitation  as  to  the  time  of 
removal  is  held  to  vest  an  absolute  title  in  the  timber  cut  but  not  re- 
moved before  the  expiration  of  the  time,  though  the  owner  of  the  tim- 
ber is  liable  to  an  action  of  trespass  quare  clausum  fregit  if  he  enters  to 
remove  the  timber,  the  landowner  can  recover  only  the  damages  he 
may  have  sustained  by  reason  of  the  trespass  upon  and  occupation  of 
his  land,  and  cannot  recover  the  value  of  the  timber.* 

35.  Damages  for  Destruction  of  Omameatal  or  Fruit  Trees. — ^Where 
the  trees  destroyed  are  ornamental  and  shade  trees,  the  importance  of 
their  value  as  timber  is  frequently  immaterial  as  compared  with  their 
importance  in  adding  value  to  the  land,  and  so  the  rule  is  applied 
which  fixes  the  measure  of  damages  at  the  difference  between  the  value 
of  the  premises  before  and  after  the  destruction.*  So  fruit  trees  fre- 
quentiy  have  little  if  any  value  after  being  detached  from  the  soil,  as 
the  wood  cannot  be  made  use  of  for  any  practical  purpose,  but  while 

20.  Williams  v.  Elm  City  Lumber  L.R.A.(N.S.)  91  and  note;  Delaware, 

Co.,  154  N.  C.  306,  70  S.  E.  631,  Ann.  ete.,  B.  Co.  v.  Salmon,  39  N.  J.  L.  299, 

Cas.  1912A  917.  23  Am.  Rep.  214. 

Note:  62  L.R.A.{N.S.)  97.  Note:  IS  Ann.  Cas.  916  et  aeq. 

1.  WilUoms  V.  Elm  City  Lumber  5.  Walcntt  v.  Treisch,  82  Ohio  St. 
Co.,  154  N.  E.  306,  70  8.  E.  631,  Ann.  263,r  92  N.  E.  423,  29  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
Cas.  1912A  917.  554.  And  see  sapra,  par.  15,  19. 

2.  Quay  v.  Duluth,  etc.,  B.  Co.,  153  6.  Evans  v.  Keystone  Gas  Co.,  148 
Mich.  567,  116  N.  W.  1101,  18  L.B.A.  N.  Y.  112,  43  N.  E.  513,  61  A.  S.  R. 
(N.S.)  260;  Thompson  v.  Seaboard  681,  30  L.B.A.  651;  Willianm  v.  Elm 
Air  Line  B.  Co.,  165  N.  C.  377,  81  City  Lumber  Co.,  164  N.  C.  306,  70 
S.  E.  315,  52  L.B.A.(N.S.)  97  and  S.  E.  631,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  917;  Ma- 
note,  haftev  V.  New  York  Cent.,  etc.,  B.  Co., 

3.  Note:  18  L.B.A.(N.S.)  246.  229  Pa.  St.  285,  78  Atl.  143,  140  A, 

4.  Reynolds  v.  Great  Northern  R.  S.  R.  730. 

Co.,  119  Minn.  261,  138  N.  W.  30,  52     Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  917  et  seq. 
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connected  with  the  land  th^  have  a  producing  capacity  which  adds 
to  tibie  value  of  the  realty.   Therofore  the  inquiry  may  properly  be 

directed  to  determining  how  much  the  realty  was  damaged  by  the  de- 
struction of  the  trees,  for  the  measure  of  damages  is  the  differen(%  in 
the  value  of  the  land  before  and  after  the  dwtruction.'  Thwe  is,  how- 
ever^  some  authority  holding  a  contrary  rule,  and  where  the  method 
of  calculating  damages  upon  the  value  of  the  land  is  found  to  be 
ineffective  in  arriving  at  a  just  compensation,  tiie  value  of  the  trees 
will  be  taken  as  the  basis  of  estimate.  Otherwise  it  might  be  possible 
to  introduce  evidence  to  the  effect  that  t^e  land  was  as  valuable  after 
as  before  the  destruction  of  the  orchard  or  in  fact  more  valuable  and 
therefore  no  damages  for  the  destruction  of  property  could  be  recov- 
ered.* In  the  case  of  nursery  trees  grown  for  market  tJtie  measure  ©f 
damages  will  be  merely  the  value  of  tJ^e  trees,  because  they  have  a  value 
for  transplanting;  the  soil  is  not  damaged  their  removal,  and  their 
market  value  necessarily  furnishes  the  tru^  rule  of  damages.' 

36.  Punitive  Damages  for  Destruction  of  Trees. — In  order  to  pre- 
vent trespass  upon  timber  lands  statutes  have  been  passed  in  a 
number  of  states  providing  'for  punitive  damages,  frequently  tixed 
at  three  times  the  actual  damage.  These  statutes  are,  however,  usually 
held  not  to  be  designed  to  cover  any  case  not  involving  wilful  wrong, 
and  in  the  case  of  mistake  or  accident,  recovery  can  be  had  only  for 
the  value  of  the  injury  aclpally  sustained.^"  It  has  been  held,  how- 
ever, in  the  case  of  trespass  that  the  burden  of  proving  that  it  was 
casual  and  involuntary  is  upon  the  trespasser,^*  and  the  penalty  can- 
not be  avoided  by  showing  that  the  intention  was  to  commit  trespass 
on  public  lands,  and  by  mistake  the  trespass  was  committed  on  the 
lands  of  a  private  individual.*^  In  awarding  treble  damages  it  is  the 
proper  practice  for  the  jury  to  ascertain  the  actual  damages  and  for 
Uie  court  to  perform  the  multiplication.*'  Single  damages  are  recov- 
erable for  trespass  which  proves  to  be  casual  or  involuntary  though 
the  complaint  is  in  form  for  treble  damages.**  Under  a  pimitive 
statute  where  one  of  two  partners  commits  the  tort,  he  is  the  only  one 

7.  Dvight  V.  Elmira,  ete.,  B.  Co.,  26  Miss.  41,  59  Am.  Dee.  243;  Batch- 
132  N.  Yi  199,  30  N.  E.  398,  28  A.  elder  t.  Kelly,  10  N.  H.  436,  34  Am. 
S.  R.  563,  15  Ii.R.A.  612.  Dec.  174  and  note. 

B.  LonisvUle,  etc.,  B.  Co.  v.  Beeler,     11.  Michigan  Land,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Deer 
126  Ky.  328,  103  S.  W.  300,  128  A.  Lake  Co.,  60  Bficb.  143,  27  N.  W.  10, 
S.  B.  291, 15  Ann.  Cas.  913  and  note,  1  A.  S.  B^  491.    And  see  Dauagbs, 
11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  930.   And  see  Dax-  vol.  8,  pp.  604,  608. 
ACTS,  vol.  8,  p.  486.  12.  Perkins  v.  Hacklemaa,  26  Min. 

9.  Dwight  T.  Elmira,  eto.,  B.  Co.,  41,  69  Am.  Dec  243. 

132  N.  T.  199,  30  N.  E.  398,  28  A.  13.  Onild  v.  Prentis,  83  Vt  212,  74 

S.  R.  563,  16  LJt.A.  612.  AtL  1116,  Aim.  Caa.  1912A  313. 

10.  Michigan  Land,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Deer  14.  Dnbois  v.  Beaver,  26  K.  Y.  123, 
Lake  Co.,  60  Mich.  143,  27  N.  W.  10,  82  Am.  Dec  326. 

1  A.  S.  B.  491;  Perkins  v.  Haekleman, 
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upon  whom  the  penalty  may  be  imposed.  The  other  partner  is  not 
answerable  for  the  wrong  done  without  his  knowIedg8|  idthough  it 
may  have  been  done  in  the  prosecution  of  the  partnership  business.'' 

37.  lUght  to  Damages  for  Injury  to  Trees  on  Highway. — It  is  a 
general  principle  that  in  highways  laid  out  through  the  lands  of 
individuals  the  public  has  oidy  an  easement  to  a  right  of  passage; 
the  soil  and  freehold  remaining  in  the  individual  whose  lands  have 
been  taken  for  that  purpose.**  He  therefore  owns  the  trees  growing 
upon  it,  and  may  maintain  trespass  against  anyone  cutting  them  or 
gathering  th^r  fruit,  although  the  proper  public  guardians  of  the 
highway  may  cut  down  any  trees  which  are  a  permanent  obstruction 
to  the  use  by  the  public  of  any  part  of  the  highway.*'  But  if  such  pub- 
lic official  cuts  down  a  tree  which  does  not  obstruct  or  interfere  with 
such  public  use,  he  is  a  trespasser,  and  if  he  acts  maliciously  in  so 
doing,  he  is  liable  to  exemplaiy  damages.  Wheth^  or  not  a  tree  cut  by 
an  overseer  of  highway  obstructed  the  public  use  thereof,  and  whether 
or  not  he  cut  it  maliciously,  are  questions  of  fact.*®  As  a  general  rule 
the  public  cannot  take  and  remove  trees  that  do  not  obstruct  the  high- 
way, although  they  may  be  within  the  limits  of  the  easement>  without 
compensation  to  the  ovraer,  and  moreover  the  public  does  not,  by 
laying  out  a  highway,  acquire  a  right  to  prevent  the  owner  of  the  fee 
from  removing  and  applying  to  his  own  use  timber  standing  therein, 
which  the  public  may  desire  to  preserve  for  shade  or  ornamentation.** 
The  relative  rights  of  abutting  owners  and  public  service  corporations 
as  to  trees  growing  on  a  street  or  highway  are  treated  at  length  else- 
where in  this  work.** 

38.  Action  for  Value  of  Timber  Removed. — In  many  cases  the  loss 
for  whidi  compensation  is  sought  is  represented  by  tiie  value  of  t^e 
timber  cut  and  removed  from  the  land,  in  which  event  the  proper  rem- 
edy is  an  action  in  trover  or  trespass  de  bonis  asportatis  or  a  statutory 
action  of  a  similar  nature,  or  an  action  in  the  nature  of  replevin  for 
the  recovery  of  the  timber  itself  may  be  maintained.  In  such  cases 
the  trespass  upon  the  land  is  not  considered  and  the  injured  party 
seeks  only  to  recover  the  equivalent  in  value  of  the  article  converted. 
The  question  as  to  what  measure  of  damages  will  be  applied  in  an 

16.  WilliamB  v.  Hendricks.  115  Ala.  H.  473,  67  Atl.  680,  65  L.R.A.  676. 

277,  22  So.  439,  67  A.  8.  R.  32.  41  And  see  Highwats,  vol.  13,  pp.  116, 

L.R.A.  650.  203. 

16.  Bigelow  v.  Whiteomb.  72  N.  H.  18.  Com.  v.  Byard,  200  Mass.  175.  86 
473,  57  Atl.  680,  65  L.B.A.  676:  Win-  N.  E.  285,  20  L.R.A.<N.S.)  814;  Win- 
ter V.  Peterson,  24  N.  J.  L.  524.  61  ter  v.  Peterson,  24  N.  J.  L.  524,  61 
Am.  Dee.  678:  Daily  v.  State,  51  Ohio  Am.  Dec.  678. 

St.  348,  37  N.  E.  710,  46  A.  S.  R.  19.  Bigelow  v.  Whiteomb,  72  N.  H. 

678.  24  L.R.A.  724.  473,  57  Atl.  680,  65  L.R.A.  676. 

17.  Com.  V.  Byard,  200  Mass.  175,  20.  See  Highways,  voL  13,  p.  207 
86  N.  E.  285.  20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  814  et  seq. 

and  note :  Bigelow     Whiteomb,  72  N. 
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action  in  the  nature  of  trover  for  timber  depends  upon  the  further 
question  whether  the  one  who  cut  or  injured  the  timber  did  so  under 
an  honest  or  mistaken  belief  that  he  had  the  right  to  do  so,  (»r  whether 
he  was  a  wilful  and  intentional  trespasser.  If  the  defendant  is  a 
knowing  and  wilful  trespaaso:,  the  measure  of  damages  is  the  full 
value  of  the  property  at  the  time  and  place  of  demand,  with  no  deduc- 
tion for  labor  and  expenses  of  defendukt.^  If,  however,  the  defendant 
is  an  unintentional  or  mistaken  trespasser,  the  measure  of  damages 
is  the  value  at  the  time  of  conversion,  less  what  the  labor  or  expenses  of 
defendant  has  added  to  it*  As  some  decisions  have  phrased  the  rule 
a  trespasser  not  a  wilful  wrongdoer  is  liable  only  for  the  value  of  the 
timber  at  the  stump.'  If  he  is  a  purchaser  without  notice  of  the  wrong 
from  a  wilful  trespasser,  the  value  at  the  time  of  such  purchase  is 
the  measure  of  damages,*  but  if  the  trespasser  was  not  a  wilful  wrong- 
doer the  damages  will  be  the  same  as  could  be  recovered  from  such 
trespasser.'  In  accordance  with  the  general  rule  it  has  been  held 
where  an  innocent  trespasser  cut  and  severed  trees  from  the  land,  the 
conver^on  being  complete  by  that  wrongful  act,  their  value  then 
represents  the  owner's  loss.  His  loss  is  not  greater  by  reason  of  the 
value  added  by  the  labor  of  cutting  and  transporting  to  the  mill  or 
market,  and  therefore  he  may  not  recover  for  such  increased  value.* 
Under  some  decisions,  however,  the  person  injured  is  permitted  to  re- 
cover the  value  of  the  property  at  the  place  and  time  of  conver^on 
with  such  increase  as  it  may  have  received  from  fluctuations  of  the 
market  and  other  causes  independent  of  the  trespasser's  act,^  to- 
gether with  interest  thereon  from  the  time  of  taking.^  There  is  also 
authority  to  the  effect  that  where  the  property  converted  consists  of 

1.  Bollea  Wooden-Ware  Co.  t.  Unit-  Co.,  121  La.  627,  46  So.  674, 18  L.KA. 

ed  States,  106  U.  S.  432,  1  S.  Ct.  398,  (N.S.)  244. 

27  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  230;  Pine  River  Log-  4.  Belies  Wooden- Ware  Co.  v.  Unit- 

ging,  etc.,  Co.  v.  United  States,  186  ed  States,  106  U.  S.  432,  1  S.  Ct  398. 

U.  S.  279,  22  S.  Ct.  920,  46  U.  S.  27  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  230;  Beede  v.  Lam- 

(L.  ed.)  1164;  Baker  t.  Wheeler,  8  prey,  64  N.  H.  510,  15  AtL  133,  10 

Wend.  (N.  Y.)  505,  24  Am.  Dee.  66  A.  S.  R.  426. 


2.  Bolles  Wooden-Ware  Co.  t.  Unit-  6.  Note:  18  UR.A.(N.S.)  247. 
ed  States,  106  U.  S.  432, 1  S.  Ct  398,  6.  Moody  v.  Whitney,  38  Me.  174, 
27  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  230;  Pine  River  Log-  61  Am.  Dee.  239;  Beede  v.  Lampi^, 
ging,  etc.,  Co.  v.  United  States,  186  64  N.  H.  610, 16  Ati.  133, 10  A.  S.  B. 
U.  S.  279,  22  S.  Ct  920,  46  U.  S.  426. 

(L.  ed.)  1164;  White  v.  Yawkey,  108     7.  Weymouth  t.  Ghieago,  ete.,  B. 

Ala.  270,  19  So.  360,  54  A.  S.  B.  160,  Co.,  17  Wis.  660,  84  Am.  Dee.  763. 
32  L.R.A.  190.  Note:  84  Am.  Deo.  767. 

Notes:  24  Am.  Dee.  71  et  seq.j  19     8.  White  t.  Yawkey,  108  Ala.  270, 

L.B.A.  664  et  aeq.;  18  L.B.A.CN.S.)  19  So.  360, 64  A.  S.  B.  169,  32  hJUL. 

247.  199;  Baker  v.  Wheeler,  8  Wend.  (N. 

3.  Ball,  etc,  Co.  t.  Simms  Lumber  Y.)  605,  24  Am.  Dee.  66  and  note. 

1112 


nnd  note. 


Note:  18  L.R.A.(N.S.)  247. 


Notes:  24  Am.  Dee.  86  et  seq.;  18 
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/ogs  taken  from  another's  land^  the  conversion  does  not  become  com- 
plete until  they  are  actually  removed  from  the  land  of  the  owner, 
because  they  are  considered  in  law  to  oontanue  to  be  in  the  possession 
of  the  owner  of  the  land  until  actually  removed  thmfrom;  therefore, 
where  the  trespasser  is  an  unintentional  or  innocently  mistaken  one, 
there  should  not  be  any  deduction  in  his  favor  from  the  value  of  the 
property  at  the  time  and  place  of  conversion,  for  the  cost  of  any  labor 
bestowed  thereon  anterior  to  the  time  that  he  completely  consum- 
mates the  conversion  by  actual  removal  from  the  owner's  land .•  In 
discussing  the  rule  governing  the  rights  of  innocent  purchasers  of 
timber  from  one  who  has  secured  it  by  wilful  trespass  it  has  been  held 
that  a  person  purchasing  property  runs  Ms  risk  as  to  the  title  he  is 
acquiring,  and  if  he  is  unfortunate  enough  to  purchase  from  a  tres- 
passer or  one  who  has  no  title,  he  must  suffer  tiie  loss  or  look  to  his 
vendor,  and  therefore  all  he  can  ask  is  protection  for  the  money  and 
labor  expended  after  his  purchase.  The  law,  therefore,  provides  that 
the  owner  is  entitled  to  recover  the  value  of  timber  or  Ic^s  as  of  the 
time  when  the  innocent  purchaser  secured  them."  A  conclusion 
apparently  contrary  to  this  has,  however,  been  reached  by  some  courts 
which  take  the  view  that  the  owner  cannot  zeoover  from  the  inno- 
cent purchaser  tiie  value  of  the  wilful  trespasser's  labor,  where  that 
has  materially  enhanced  the  value  of  the  wood  taken,  and  hold 
that  the  owner  if  compensated  for  what  he  has  lost  is  fully  paid,  and 
can  recover  nothing  further.^'  In  maintaining  an  action  of  trover 
for  timber  cut  and  removed  an  averment  of  the  precise  time  of  the  con- 
version is  not  necessary,  but  it  is  necessary  to  state  that  it  was  some 
time  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  suit  and  within  the  statutory 
period  of  limitation."  Where  a  mortgagee  in  possession  wrong- 
fully cuts  and  removes  timber  from  the  premises,  after  he  has  received 
all  that  is  due  him  on  his  mortgage,  he  may  be  considered  as  a  wilful 
trespasser  and  subjected  to  damages  of  a  punitive  or  exemplary  char- 
acter, and  required  to  account  for  the  value  of  the  lumber  at  the 
place  of  disposal  without  any  allowance  for  expenditure.^* 

39.  Proceedings  in  Nature  of  Replevin  Generally. — In  connection 
with  the  discussion  of  the  action  of  replevin  to  recover  specific  Ic'gs 
or  pieces  of  wood,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  to  maintain  such 
an  action  the  plaintiff  must  have  the  general  or  a  special  property  in 
the  goods  replevied,  and  the  right  to  immediate  and  exclusive  posses- 
sion at  the  time  when  the  action  is  commenced.**  Though  one  hav- 

9.  Note:  18  L.R.A.(N.S.)  248.         171  Ala.  86,  M  So.  622,  Ann.  Cas. 

10.  Tuttle  V.  White,  46  Mich.  485,  1913A  878. 

9  N.  W.  528,  41  Am.  Rep.  175.  13.  Whiting  v.  Adams,  66  Vt.  679, 

11.  Lake  Shore,  etc.,  B.  Co.  v.  Hat-  30  Atl.  32,  44  A.  S.  R.  $75,  25  L.B.A. 
chins,  32  Ohio  St.  571,  SO  Am.  Rep.  598. 

629.  14.  See  generally,  Reflevih. 

12.  Corona  Coal,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Bryan, 
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ing  a  license  to  out  and  remove  standing  timber  has  no  title  in  the 
timber  until  it  is  severed,  yet,  upon  such  severance  by  a  trespasser, 
the  title  of  the  licensee  becomes  perfect,  and  he  may  maintain  replevin 
against  the  trespasser  for  the  timber  so  severed  by  him.**  And  in  the 
case  of  sales  of  timber  containing  a  limitation  of  the  time  for  enter- 
ing and  removing,  the  vendee  may  bring  replevin  for  the  timber  sev- 
ered  but  not  removed  prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  time  Axed,'*  if  it 
be  considered  that  the  title  to  such  severed  timber  is  in  the  vendee.*' 
But  replevin  will  not  lie  for  timber  cut  on  land  when  the  defradant 
was  in  possession  of  land  and  timber  under  claim  of  title.**  Nor  can 
a  licensee  maintain  replevin  for  timber  cut  by  the  owner  of  the  prem- 
ises.*' The  right  of  the  owner  to  retake  his  property  notwithstand- 
ing any  alteration  in  its  form,  or  addition  to  the  value  of  the  original 
material,  is  treated  at  length  elsewhere  in  this  work,  as  is  the  effect 
of  a  verdict  and  judgment  for  the  plaintiff  as  transferring  the  title 
to  the  defendant  in  those  jurisdictions  where  the  law  provides  for  the 
filing  of  a  r^levin  bond  by  the  defendant  and  the  plaintiff  is  put  to 
his  proof  of  damages.** 

40.  Whwe  Logs  or  Lumber  of  Different  Owners  Are  Mixed. — ^Where 
logs  or  lumber  of  different  owners  are  commingled,  the  rules  ap- 
plicable to  the  mixing  or  confusion  of  goods  generally  determine  the 
rights  of  the  respective  owners  and  their  enforcement  by  an  action  in 
replevin.*  Under  the  legislation  and  decisions  of  some  of  the  states 
where  logs  or  lumber  to  which  a  defendant  in  replevin  has  no  right 
of  possession  have  been  intermingled  by  him  with  other  logs  or  lum- 
ber into  a  common  mass,  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  replevin  from  the 
whole  mass  an  amount  equal  to  that  to  which  he  is  entitled.*  Where 
a  sale  of  timber  has  been  made  with  a  limitation  as  to  time  of  removal, 
and  the  land  has  been  subsequently  conveyed,  it  has  been  held  that 
in  an  action  of  replevin  by  the  grantee  to  recover  timber  removed  from 
the  land  by  the  vendee  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  limited  by  the 
contract,  if  it  appears  that  some  of  tiie  logs  were  cut  before  the  con- 
veyance of  the  land,  and  that  they  became  persontdty  and  so  did  not 
pass  with  the  conveyance,  but  were  mingled  with  logs  cut  after  the 
conveyance,  the  grantee  may  recover  all  of  them  under  the  doctrine 
of  confusion  of  goods.* 

15.  Keystone  Lumber  Co.  v.  Kolman,     20.  See  Replevin. 

94  Wis.  465,  69  N.  W.  165,  50  A.  8.  1.  See  Contusiok  Of  Goods,  voL  5* 
R.  904,  34  L.R.A.  821.  pp.  1049, 1056. 

16.  Note:  29  L.RJL(N.S.)  549  et     2.  Scholenberg   v.   Haniman,  21 


19.  Keystone  Lumber  Co.  v.  Kol-  Tenn.  596,  87  S.  W.  416,  4  Ann.  Gm. 
man,  94  Wis.  465,  69  N.  W.  165,  59  1047. 
A.  S.  R.  904,  34  L.R.A.  821. 
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17.  See  supra,  par.  15. 

18.  Note:  80  A.  S.  R.  758-759. 


WaU.  44,  22  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  551. 
Note:  80  A  S.  R.  759. 
3.  Sfeogal  Box  Co.  t.  Uoore,  114 
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VII.  LOGQEBS'  AND  MiLL  MeK^S  LiBNS 

4t.  Ill  GeneraL — ^The  right  to  a  lien  fot  work  performed  in  connec- 
tion with  the  cutting  of  timber,  the  hauling  and  rafting  of  logs,  and 
the  sawing  of  timber  into  marketable  lumber  products  at  the  mill  is  a 
matter  that  has  been  the  subject  of  much  legislation  and  numerous 
decisions.  In  reference  to  services  of  the  latter  ch^cter  it  has  been 
held  that  at  common  law  one  who  saws  logs  of  another  into  lumber 
and  shingles  has  a  lien  for  his  labor,  upon  the  general  principle  that 
persons  who  have  bestowed  labor  upon  an  article  or  done  some  other 
act  in  reference  to  it  by  which  its  value  has  been  enhanced  have  a 
right  to  detain  the  same  until  they  are  reimbursed  for  their  expendi- 
ture and  labor.*  Upon  the  same  principle  it  has  been  held  that  rafts- 
men are  entitled  to  a  lien  for  their  sendees,  for  although  the  logs 
or  lumber  remain  intrinsically  the  same  in  shape  and  size  and  quan- 
tity as  they  were  at  the  place  from  which  they  started,  the  skill  and 
labor  of  the  raftsmen  in  transporting  them  to  a  market  add  greatly 
to  their  value.*  It  is  not,  however,  altogether  clear  whether  a  logger 
or  other  person  whose  services  have  been  given  in  connection  with  the 
cutting  and  hauling  of  timber  is  entitled  to  a  common  law  lien,  al- 
though the  reasoning  upon  which  a  lien  for  the  other  services  referred 
to  is  based  would  seem  to  be  applicable,*  but  this  question  is  not  ordi- 
narily of  primary  importance  in  view  of  the  fact  that  statutes  grant- 
ing such  a  lien  have  been  generally  adopted.  The  principles  applicable 
to  the  existence  and  preservation  of  liens  generally  are  applicable  to 
loggers'  liens.  There  can  be  no  lien  at  common  law  or  by  usage 
where  the  parties  make  a  special  agreement  inconsistent  with  a  lien, 
either  for  a  particular  mode  of  payment,  or  for  payment  at  a  future 
particular  time,  although  without  such  agreement  the  right  to  a  lien 
would  be  implied  or  recognized.  If  such  agreement  is  antecedent  to 
the  possession  no  lien  is  created;  if  it  is  made  afterwards,  the  lien  i« 
waived.'  This  doctrine  applies  as  well  to  statutory  as  to  other  liens.® 
As  to  the  effect  upon  the  lien  of  accepting  the  note  of  the  debtor  in 
payment  of  the  demand  the  authorities  are  not  in  htomony.  Some 
hold  that  the  accepting  of  a  negotiable  promissory  note  in  payment 

4.  Hntehins  v.  Oloutt,  4  Vt.  549,  24  Am.  Dee.  379. 

Am.  Dee.  634,  overruled  on  another  7.  Farrington  v.  Meek,  30  Mo.  578, 

point  by  Robinson  v.  Leaeh,  67  Vt.  128,  77  Am.  Dec.  627;  Hutchins  v.  Olcutt, 

1  Atl.  32,  48  A.  S.  R.  807,  27  L.kA,  4  Vt.  549,  24  Am.  Dec.  634,  overruled 

303;  Arians  v.  Brickley,  65  Wis.  26,  on  anotber  point  by  Robinsoa  v.  Leaeh, 

26  N.  W.  188,  56  Am.  Rep.  611.  And  67  Vt.  128,  1  Atl.  32,  48  A.  S.  R.  807, 

see  BAn.UENTS,  vol.  3,  p.  120  et  seq.  27  L.R.A.  303;  Anderson  v.  Tingley, 

5.  Knapp,  etc.,  Co.  v.  McCaflErev,  24  Wash.  537,  64  Pac.  747,  85  A.  S.  R. 
177  U.  S.  638,  20  S.  Ct.  824,  44  U.  S.  959  and  note.  And  see  generally, 
(L.  ed.)  921;  Farrington  t.  Meek,  30  Liens,  ante,  par.  17. 

Mo.  578,  77  Am.  Dee.  627.  8.  Anderson  v.  Tingley,  24  Wash. 

6.  Oakes  v.  Moore,  24  Me.  214,  41         64  Pac.  747,  85  A.  S.  R,  959. 
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of  an  account  for  labor  bestowed  on  any  article  ia  such  a  manifestar 
ticm  of  the  intention  of  the  party  taking  the  note  to  rely  on  the 
personal  security  of  the  maker  of  the  note  as  to  be  a  waiver  of  any 
lien  which  he  might  have  had Others,  however,  take  the  contrary 
view  and  hold  that  unless  the  parties  expressly  so  agree,  the  acceptance 
of  a  note  or  other  security  does  not  waive  the  lien.'®  It  is  also  neces- 
sary for  the  person  claiming  the  lien  to  retain  possession  of  the  logs 
or  timber  and  a  voluntary  surrender  will  terminate  his  righf  Re- 
tention of  possession  by  the  lienor  was  a  necessary  element  of  the 
common  law  lien,  and  the  lienor  in  order  to  maintain  the  statutory 
lien  must  also  keep  himself  in  position  to  retain  dominion  and  control 
over  the  property  in  the  method  provided  by  statute.'*  It  has  accord- 
ingly been  held  that  an  agreement  that  Ute  owner  might  sell  logs 
anc^  pay  for  cutting  them  out  of  the  proceeds  is  inconsistent  with 
the  right  to  a  lien,  as  the  owner  under  such  an  f^^reement  has  posses- 
sion coupled  with  the  right  to. pass  possession  to  a  purchaser.**  A 
lien  may,  however,  be  maintained  notwithstanding  the  loss  of  posses- 
sion where  a  special  agreement  to  that  effect  is  made.'^  According 
to  some  decisions  a  lien  allowed  by  statute  to  laborers  for  services 
performed  in  connection  with  the  cutting  and  hauling  of  timber  is 
assignable,'^  but  though  this  rule  is  the  more  practical  there  is  also 
authority  to  the  effect  that  the  lien  given  by  statute  is  personfd  to 
the  laborer,  and  it  has  been  held  that  when  a  laborer  combined  with 
his  own  claim  one  assigned  to  him  by  another  laborer  he  not  only 
cannot  recover  the  amount  of  the  claim  so  assigned  but  loses  his 
rights  under  the  statute  to  his  own  claim  for  a  lien.'*  So  under  the 
stricter  rule  it  has  been  held  that  in  enforcing  the  lien  for  labor  upon 
lumber  the  proceeding  must  be  regarded  as  strictly  in  rem  and  that 
the  joining  of  the  privileged  claim  with  one  not  so  privileged  con- 
stitutes a  waiver  of  special  rights  under  the  lien  law."  The  owner 
of  logs  cannot  be  estopped  from  denying  the  validity  of  a  lien  upon 
his  property  by  a  personal  judgment  secured  against  the  contractor 
who  cut  them  where  there  ia  no  adjudication  of  the  question  of  the 


\t.  Hutchina  v,  Olcutt,  4  Vt.  649,  24 
Am.  Dec.  634,  overruled  on  another 
point  by  Robinson  v.  Leach,  67  Vt.  128, 
31  AU.  32,  48  A.  S.  R.  807,  27  L.R.A. 
303. 

10.  Balkcom  v.  Empire  Lumber  Co., 
91  Ga.  651,  17  S.  E.  1020,  44  A.  S.  R. 
58.  And  see  Lieks,  ante,  par.  18; 
Mechanics'  Liens. 

11.  Oakes  v.  Moore,  24  Me.  214,  41 
Am.  Dec.  379;  Arians  v.  Brickley,  65 
Wis.  26,  26  N.  W.  188,  66  Am.  Rep. 
611. 


12.  Fitzgerald  v.  Elliott,  162  Pa.  St. 
118,  29  AU.  349,  42  A.  S.  R.  812.  And 
see  Liens,  ante,  par.  16. 

IS.  Anderson  v.  Tingley,  24  Wash. 
537, -64  Pac.  747,  85  A.  S.  R.  959. 

14.  Oakes  v.  Moore,  24  Me.  214,  41 
Am.  Dec.  379. 

15.  Murphy  v.  Adams,  71  Me.  113, 
36  Am.  Dec.  299. 

16.  Blumauer  v.  Clock,  24  Waah. 
596,  64  Pac.  844,  85  A.  S.  R.  966. 

17.  MeCriUis  v.  Wilson,  34  He.  286, 
56  Am.  Dec.  665. 
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lien  therein.^*  In  some  jurisdictions  the  statute  in  addition  to  giving 
a  lien  for  work  and  labor  on  timber  expressly  provides  that  any 
person  who  shall  injure,  impair  or  destroy  or  who  shall  render  diffi- 
cult, uncertain  or  impossible  of  identification  any  timber  upon  whicli 
there  is  a  lien  witiiout  the  ^xpreeA  consent  o£  tiie  person  entitled  to 
such  lien  shall  be  liable  to  the  Uenholder  for  the  damages  to  the 
amount  secured  by  his  lien,  which  may  be  recovered  by  a  dvU  action." 

42.  Constittttionality  of  Lien  Laws. — Statutes  conferring  the  right 
to  a  lien  on  logs  and  lumber  for  services  have  been  extensively  adopted 
in  the  various  states,  and  ordinarily  there  can  be  no  question  as  to 
their  constitutionality,'^  but  it  has  been  held  that  a  statute  declaring 
that  any  person  who  buys  an  interest  in  property  upon  which  a  log 
lien  is  claimed,  and  uses  or  so  di^oses  of  the  property  that  the  hen 
cannot  be  enforced,  renders  himself  liable  for  the  entire  debt  due 
the  lien  claimant,  is  unconstitutional.  While  it  may  be  permissible 
to  provide  that  the  goods  can  be  followed  and  the  amount  recovered, 
equivalent  to  their  value,  it  seems  to  violate  the  fourteenth  amend- 
ment of  the  federal  constitution  as  taking  of  property  without  due 
process  of  law  to  penalize  a  purchaser  who  buys  in  good  faith  and 
without  notice  of  the  lien,  to  the  extent  of  compelling  him  to  pay 
the  debt  of  another  in  an  amount  possibly  lai^ly  in  excess  of  the 
value  of  the  goods  purchased.'  As  the  lien  is  analogous  to  hens  upon 
vessels  and  buildings,  it  may  be  given  preference  to  another  lien 
prior  to  it  in  date,*  or  it  may  attach  to  the  property  of  a  person 
between  whom  and  the  Uenor  tiiere  is  no  privity  of  contract'  The 
owner  of  timber  who  contracts  for  its  cutting  and  driving  to  market, 
while  having  no  relation  to  the  laborers  employed  by  the  contractor, 
profits  by  their  services;  moreover  he  lets  the  contact  in  contem- 
plation of  the  fact  that  such  services  will  be  required,  and  he  knows 
equally  as  well  that  the  laborers  have  the  right  to  protect  themselves 
in  the  matter  of  compensation  by  putting  a  lien  on  tiie  logs.  Know- 
ing this,  and  having  it  within  his  power  to  care  for  his  own  interests 
when  contracting  for  the  work,  the  owner  of  the  logs  cannot  say 
that  a  law  which  simply  secures  payment  to  tiie  men  who  perform 
the  manual  labor  is  unreasonable.  He  must  intend  that  liens  shall 
attach,  and  his  own  rights  be  subjected  thereto.  But  a  lien  cannot 
be  finally  estaUished  upon  logs  belonging  to  another  witiiout  giving 

18.  UcKiiinon  t.  Bed  Biver  Lumber  233,  62  N.  W.  123,  30  L.B.A.  84. 
Co.,  119  Minn.  479,  138  N.  W.  781,  1.  Rogera-Ruger  Co.  v.  Murray,  115 
42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  872.  Wis.  267,  91  N.  W.  657,  95  A.  S.  R. 

19.  Anderson  v.  Great  Northern  B.  901,  59  L.BA.  737. 

Co.,  25  Idaho  433,  138  Pao.  127,  Ann.  2.  Spofford  v.  True,  33  Ue.  283, 

Cas.  1916C  191  and  note;  Bergman  54  Am.  Dec  621. 

V.  Inman,  43  Ore.  456,  72  Pao.  1086,  3.  Brown  v.  Markham,  60  Minn.  233, 

73  Pac.  341,  99  A.  S.  B.  771.  62  N.  W.  123,  30  L.B.A.  81 

20.  Brown  v.  Markfaam,  60  Hinn.  Note:  6  L.B.A.  362. 
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the  owner  thereof  due  notice  and  the  opportunity  to  appear  in  the 
matter  and  be  heard  in  defense  of  his  own  property,  for  to  do  other- 
wise would  result  in  ihe  taking  of  property  without  due  process  of 


43.  Scope  of  Statutes;  Laborers  and  Contractors. — ^The  primary 
purpose  of  the  various  state  statutes  conferring  a  lien  for  services  in 
connection  with  the  cutting  and  hauling  of  timber  is  to  protect  the 
actual  laborer,  and  their  phraseology  i&  adapted  to  that  intent.  It 
is  commonly  provided  by  such  statutes  that  persons  laboring  in  con- 
nection with  cutting,  hauling  or  drawing  wood,  logs  or  lun^ber  shall 
have  a  lien  for  personal  services,*^  or  manual  labor,*  and  it  ia  therefore 
important,  in  ascertaining  the  scope  of  such  a  statute,  to  determine 
what  constitutes  laboring.  Etymologically,  the  word  "laborer"  may 
include  any  person  who  performs  physical  or  mental  labor  under 
any  circumstances,  but  its  popular  meaning  is  much  more  limited. 
The  farmer  toiling  on  his  own  farm,  the  blacksmith  working  in  his 
own  shop,  the  tailor  making  clothes  for  his  own  customers,  is  not 
called  a  laborer.  One  who  performs  physical  labor,  however  severe, 
in  his  own  service  or  business,  is  not  a  laborer,  in  the  common  business 
sense.  A  contractor,  who  takes  the  chance  of  profit  or  loss,  is  not 
a  laborer  in  that  sense.  In  the  language  of  the  business  world,  a 
laborffl*  is  one  who  labors,  with  his  physical  powers,  in  the  service  and 
under  the  direction  of  another,  for  fixed  wages.  This  is  the  common 
meaning  of  the  word,  and  hence  its  meaning  in  the  statute,'  and  it 
follows  that  such  a  statute  does  not  apply  to  contractors  employing 
men  and  teams  to  cut  and  hatil  timber,  who  do  no  manual  labor 
themselves,  and  derive  their  compensation  from  the  profits  realised.* 
Even  if  such  contractor  actually  performs  personal  manual  labor, 
he  cannot  claim  the  benefit  of  tiie  statute  where  his  labor  is  indis- 
tinguishable from  that  of  the  persons  employed  by  him.  If  this 
distinction  can  be  made  it  would  seem,  according  to  some  authorities, 
that  the  contractor  may  be  allowed  a  lien  for  such  personal  services.* 

4.  Brown  T.  Markham,  60  Minn.  233,  note;  Martin  v.  Wakefield,  42  l^IiDn. 


5.  Anderson  v.  Great  Northern  R.  Breault  v.  Archambault,  64  Minn.  420, 
Co.,  25  Idaho  433,  138  Pac  127,  Ann.  67  N.  W.  348,  58  A.  S.  B.  545;  Uc- 
Cas.  1916C  191  and  note;  McCrillis  Kinnon  v.  Red  River  Lumber  Co.,  119 
V.  Wilson,  34  Me.  286,  56  Am.  Dec.  Minn.  479,  138  N.  W.  781,  42  L.R.A. 
655;  Uttlefield  v.  Morrili,  97  Me.  505,  (N.S.)  872. 

54  Atl.  1109,  94  A.  8.  R.  513 ;  Hale  7.  Rogers  v.  Dexter,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  85 

V.  Brown,  59  N.  H.  551,  47  Am.  Rep.  Me.  372,  27  Atl.  257,  21  L.R.A.  528. 

224;  Bergman  v.  Imnan,  43  Ore.  456,  8.  Hale  v.  Brown,  59.  N.  H.  551,  47 

72  Pac.  1086,  73  Pac.  341.  99  A.  S.  R.  Am.  Rep.  224. 

771;  Edwards  v.  H.  B.  Waite  Lumber  Notes:  58  A.  8.  R.  549  ;  69  A.  S. 

Co.,  108  Wis.  164,  84  N.  W.  150,  81  R.  510. 

A.  S.  R.  884  and  note.  9.  Hale  v.  Brown,  59  N.  H.  661,  47 

6.  McMuUin  v.  McMullin,  92  Me.  Am.  Rep.  224. 
336,  42  Atl.  500,  69  A.  S.  R.  510  and 
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This  latter  condusion  is  not,  however,  sustdned  in  some  of  the  deci- 
sions which  hold  that  the  lien  granted  is  solely  for  the  protection 
of  laborers,  and  the  subject  matter  of  that  protection  aoldy  the  wages 
oftmed  by  such  laborers,  and,  therefore,  a  contractor  who  relies  upon 
profits  does  not  come  within  the  statute,  even  to  the  extent  of  his 
own  labor.'*  In  some  jurisdictions  the  statutes  have  been  interpreted 
so  as  to  permit  of  the  filing  of  a  lien  by  a  contractor  for  the  services 
rendered  by  hia  servants  and  agents,  regardless  of  whether  the  lienor 
has  performed  any  manual  labor  himself,'^  and  in  others  thd  privi- 
lege of  the  lien  is  extended  to  labor  performed  by  the  lienor  himself 
or  othera  working  in  his  employ.*' 

44.  Character  of  Services  Included;  Hire  ot  Teams. — ^The  courts 
have,  however,  not  confined  the  lien  to  the  value  of  the  work  or  labor 
actually  accomplished  by  the  lienor's  own  hands,  it  being  considered 
that  an  interpretation  so  narrow  was  never  intended,*'  and  the  rule 
has  been  announced  that  lien  statutes  of  the  kind  now  under  con- 
sideration are  remedial  and  should  therefore  be  given  a  broad  and 
liberal  construction.*^  The  personal  services**  or  manual  labor*' 
of  the  lumbermen,  as  contemplated  by  these  statutes,  include  the  use 
and  earnings  of  all  implements,  instni mentalities,  or  agencies  such 
as  axe,  cant  hook,  team,  or  the  like,  which  axe  actually  xised  in  and 
necessary  to  ^e  performance  of  such  labor  or  service  by  the  logger 
or  lumberman.*^  So  a  statute  giving  a  lien  for  manual  labor  in 
connection  with  the  cutting  and  the  driving  of  timber  has  been  con- 
strued to  cover  services  rendered  by  a  cook  or  a  blacksmith  in  a 
lumbering  camp.  They  are  a  part  of  the  crew  and  are  engaged  in 
a  common  enterprise  with  them,  and  their  services  are  a  necessary 
part  of  the  enterprise.**  A  lien  for  personal  services  extends  to  the 
time  during  which  an  employee  is  detained  by  his  employer  after 
the  work  is  finished  in  anticipation  of  possible  need  of  his  services,** 

10.  Rogers  v.  Dexter,  etc.,  B.  Co.,  16.  McKinnon  v.  Bed  River  Lumber 
85  Me.  372,  27  Atl.  257,  21  L.B.A.  Co.,  119  Minn.  479,  138  N.  W.  781, 
528;  Littlefield  v.  Morrill,  97  Me.  505,  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  872. 

54  Atl.  1109,  94  A.  S.  R.  513.  17.  Martin  v.  Wakefield,  42  Minn. 

11.  Breault  v.  Arehambault,  64  176,  43  N.  W.  966,  6  L.R.A.  362; 
Minn.  420,  67  N.  W.  348,  58  A.  S.  B.  McKinnon  v.  Red  River  Lumber  Co., 
545.  119  Minn.  479,  138  N.  W.  781,  42 

12.  Hale  v.  Brown,  69  N.  H.  551,  47  L.B.A.(N.S.)  872;  Hale  v.  Brown,  59 
Am.  Rep.  224.  N.  H.  551,  47  Am.  Bep.  224. 

13.  Hale  v.  Brown,  59  N.  H.  551,  18.  Anderson  v.  Great  Northern  B. 
47  Am.  R«p.  224.  Co.,  25  Idaho  433,  138  Pac.  127,  Ann. 

14.  Breault  v.  Arcbambault,  64  Cas.  19160  191  and  note;  Breault  v. 
Minn.  420,  67  N.  W.  348,  58  A.  S.  B.  Arcbambault,  64  Minn.  420,  67  N.  W. 
545;  McKinnon  v.  Red  Biver  Lumber  348,  58  A.  S.  B.  545. 

Co.,  119  Minn.  479,  138  N,  W.  781,     Note:  94  A.  S.  B.  515. 

42  L.B.A.(N.S.)  872.  19.  MeCriUis  v.  Wilson,  34  Me.  286, 

15.  Hale  v.  Brown,  59  N.  H.  561,  47  56  Am.  Dee.  666. 
Am.  Bep.  224. 
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but  it  has  been  held  not  to  extend  to  expenses  incurred  by  the  laborers 
in  getting  into  the  woods.***  A  distinction  is  manifest  between  cases 
wherein  teams  are  actually  used  by  the  laborer  and  those  in  which 
teams  are  hired  to  a  contractor.  It  is  generally  held  that  the  right  of 
lien  extends  in  the  former  case  to  the  value  of  the  services  of  the 
team,  though  there  is  some  authority  to  the  contrary,^  and  the  fact 
that  the  employer  may  separate  the  laborer  from  his  team  and  put 
them  to  work  at  different  places  is  immaterial.*  This  rule  holds 
good  tvhere  teams  and  teamsters  are  hired  by  the  owner  tb^eof  to 
one  engaged  in  a  contract  to  cut  and  bank  timber,  where  the  hire 
is  fixed  at  a  gross  price  per  month.'  But  it  ie  generally  held  that 
the  owner  of  toEuns  or  instrumfflitalities,  who  leases  or  hires  them  to 
a  lumberman  or  a  logger,  and  who  does  not,  by  himself  or  by  his 
servants,  perform  manual  labor  or  other  services,  is  not  entitled  to  a 
lien  on  logs  for  the  services  of  such  horses  or  instrumentalities.* 
Some  of  the  statutes  expressly  provide  for  a  lien  for  the  services  of 
the  teams  used,  but  it  would  not  seem  that  sudli  provision  would 
nhange  the  principle  of  the  law  as  above  set  forth.* 

VIII.  Transportation  op  Loos  ry  Watbr 


Nam^able  and  Floatable  StreaTns 

45.  In  General. — The  subject  of  navigable  and  non-navigable 
streams  and  public  and  private  rights  therein  is  treated  at  length  else- 
where in  this  work,*  and  consequently  no  attempt  will  be  made  in 
this  article  to  discuss  the  matter  further  than  is  necessarily  involved 
in  the  question  of  the  transportation  of  logs  and  timber  from  the 
place  where  they  are  cut  to  mill  or  market.  Every  definition  of  a 
navigable  fresh  water  stream  must  be  necessarily  general,  and  modi- 
fied to  some  extent  by  the  peculiar  conditions  of  its  locality  and  the 
special  wants  of  its  inhabitants,  and  in  sections  where  the  transporta- 
tion of  lumber  is  an  important  or  controlling  business,  circumstances 
and  the  necessities  of  trade  have  impressed  the  character  of  navigar 
bility  on  streams  which  would  not  be  considered  as  navigable  under 
other  conditions,  where  no  such  necessities  exist,  and  there  are  other 

20.  SpofFord  v.  True,  33  Me.  283,  33&  42  AtL  600,  69  A.  S.  B.  510; 

64  Am.  Rep.  621.  McKizmon  v.  Red  River  Lumber  Co., 

Note:  58  A.  S.  R.  649,  119  Minn.  479,  138  N.  W.  781,  42 

1.  McCrillis  v.  Wilson,  34  Me.  286,  L.R.A.(N.S.)  872;  Edwards  v.  H.  B. 
56  Am.  Dec.  656.  Waite  Lumber  Co.,  108  Wis;  164,  84 

2.  Martin  v.  Wakefield,  42  Minn.  N.  W.  150,  81  A.  S.  R.  884  and  note. 
176,  43  N.  W.  966,  6  L.B.A.  362.  5.  McMulUn  v.  McMulUn,  92  Me. 

3.  Breault  V.  Archambault,  64  Minn.  336,  42  Atl.  500,  69  A.  S.  B.  510; 
420,  67  N.  W.  348,  68  A.  S.  R.  546.  Littlefield  v.  Morrill,  97  Me.  605,  54 

Note:  69  A.  S.  R.  510.  Atl.  1109,  94  A.  S.  R.  513. 

4.  McMnllin       McMuUin,  92  Me.     6.  See  Watbs. 
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interasta  «qual  or  more  important  to  subserve.'  The  existence  of 
immense  bodies  of  timber  in  certain  states  which  could  be  trans- 
ported to  market  only  by  the  use  of  adjacent  streams  influenced  the 
courts  at  an  early  date  to  hold  that  any  stream  whicti  is  capable  in 
its  natural  condition  of  being  commonly  and  generally  used  for  float- 
ing saw  logs  is  navigable  or  floatable  for  the  tiunsportation  of  the 
timber  along  its  banks,  and  this  doctrine  has  been  generally  accepted 
by  the  courts  of  this  country,  until  now  it  may  be  regarded  as  settled 
that  streams  which  in  their  natural  condition  are  useful  for  the 
transportation  of  saw  logs  during  the  whole  or  part  of  each  year 
are  highwaj^  for  that  purpose.*  While  such  streams  are  the  prop- 
erty of  the  riparian  owners  the  latter  cannot  so  use  them  as  unreason- 
ably to  incommode  and  hinder  the  public  use  of  them  for  floating 
puxposee." 

46.  Proof  of  Floatable  Character—In  view  of  the  fact  that  float- 
able streams  are  not  navigable  waters  in  the  technical  common  law 
sense  of  the  term,  nor  in  the  broader  sense  of  the  term  as  used  by 
^e  civil  law,  and  the  American  courts  when  the  question  of  riparian 
ownership  is  involved,  it  follows  that  the  bed  of  such  stream  is  the 
property  of  the  owners  of  the  adjoining  banks  and  that  to  this  extent 
the  streams  are  private  streams,^**  and  it  has  accordingly  been  held 
that  the  provision  of  a  state  constitution  reserving  to  the  state  the 

7.  Lewis  V.  Coffee  Coimty,  77  AJa.  Sanborne,  2  IfidL  619,  SO  Am.  Dec. 
190,  64  Am.  Rep.  65;  Moore  v.  San-  209:  Thmider  Bay  River  Boomiiig  Co. 
boine,  2  Mieh.  610,  59  Am.  Dee.  209;  v.  Speechly,  31  Mich.  336,  18  Am. 
Hutton  V.  Webb,  124  N.  C.  749,  126  Rep.  184;  Carter  v.  Thurston,  58  N. 
N.  C.  897,  33  S.  E.  169,  36  S.  £.  341,  H.  104,  42  Am.  Rep.  684;  Hoigan 
69  L.B.A.  33;  Monroe  MUl  Co.  v.  v.  Kin^r.  35  N.  T.  454,  91  Am.  Dee. 
Henzel,  36  Wash.  487,  77  Pac.  813,  68;  Weise  v.  Smith,  3  Ore.  446,  8 
102  A.  8.  R.  905.  70  Ij.R.A.  272.  Am.  Rep.  621;  Shav  v.  Oswego  Iron 

Note:  41  L.R.A.  372  et  seq.  Co.,  10  Ore.  37L  46  Am.  Rw.  146; 

8.  Lewis  V.  Coffee  County,  77  Ala.  Hames  v.'HaD,  17  Ore.  166,  20  Pae. 
190^  64  Am.  Bep.  65;  Blaekman  v.  831,  3  L.R.A.  609;  Eamm  v.  Normand, 
Mauldin,  164  Ala.  337,  51  So.  23,  27  60  Ore.  9,  91  Pae.  448,  126  A.  S.  R. 
L.B.A.(N.S.)  670;  Maahbum  v.  St.  698,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  290;  Miller  v. 
Joe  Imp.  Co.,  19  Idaho  30,  113  Pac  State,  124  Tenn.  293,  137  S.  W.  760, 
92, 35  L.R.A,(N.S.)  824;  Idaho  North-  Ann.  Gas.  1912D  1086,  35  L.R.A. 
em  R.  Co.  v.  Post  Falla  Lumber  Co.,  (N.S.)  407 ;  Hot  Springs  Lomber,  etc, 
20  Idaho  695, 119  Pac  1098, 38  L.R.A.  Co.  v.  Revercomb,  106  Va.  176,  55  S. 
(N.S.)  114;  Ireland  v.  Bowman,  130  E.  680,  9  UR.A.(N.S.)  894;  Oaston  v. 
Ky.  153,  113  S.  W.  66,  17  Ann.  Cas.  Mace,  36  W.  Va.  14,  10  S.  E.  60,  25 
786;  Wadsworth  v.  Smith,  11  Me.  87%  A.  S.  E.  848,  6  L.R.A.  392. 

26  Am.  Dec.  525;  Treat  v.  Lord,  42  Notes:  91  Am.  Dec.  64;  3  L.R.A. 
Me.  552,  66  Am.  Dee.  298;  Gerrish  406,  609  ;  5  L.R.A.  392;  41  L.R.A.  371 
V.  Brown,  51  Me.  256,  81  Am.  Dec  et  seq. 

569;Brook3v.  Cedar  Brooks,  etc..  Imp.  9.  Gaston  v.  Mace,  33  W.  Va.  14, 
Co.,  82  Me.  17,  19  Atl.  87,  17  A.  S.  10  S.  E.  60,  26  A.  S.  E.  848,  6  LB.A. 
R.  469,  7  L.R.A.  460;  Smart  v.  Aroo-  392. 

stook  Lumber  Co^  103  Me.  37,  68  Atl.     10.  See  supra,  par.  45.    And  see 
527,  14  L.B.A.(N.S.)  1083;  Moore  v.  generally,  Waters. 
R.  C.  L.  Vol.  XVn.— 71.  1121 
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title  to  the  beds  of  the  navigable  waters  of  the  state  does  not  apply 
to  streams  which  are  valuable  only  for  floating  logs  to  market  during 
periods  of  annual  freshets.^'  It  is  frequently  difficult  in  view  of 
the  limited  capacity  of  many  streams  used  for  floating  logs  to  deter- 
mine whidi  are  subject  to  public  use  for  that  purpose  and  which 
are  wholly  private  and  not  so  subject.  This  question  is  one  of  fact, 
to  be  determined  by  the  jury  upon  the  evidence  introduced  under 
the  charge  of  tiie  court,**  or,  as  it  has  been  otherwise  stated,  one 
of  law  for  the  court  after  the  facts  are  determined  by  a  jury.**  It 
is  in  reality  a  mixed  question  of  law  and  fact.'*  When  the  facts 
are  ascertained,  the  question  whether  the  stream  is  a  public  highway 
is  a  question  of  law,  and  where  the  evidence  is  not  sufficient  to  justify 
a  finding  that  the  stream  is  floatable  the  jury  should  be  so  charged." 
On  the  other  hand,  it  has  tJeen  held  that  proof  that  a  river  was  suit- 
able for  the  floatage  of  logs  and  flat  boats  during  the  winter  season 
and  that  certain  particular  logs  have  been  floated  thereon  is  not 
sufficient  to  authorize  a  declaration  by  the  court  as  a  matter  of  law 
that  the  stream  is  a  public  highway,  but  the  question  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  jury  for  their  consideration  in  determining  the  char- 
acter of  the  stream  as  a  matter  of  fact.*^  It  has  been  stated  as  a 
general  rule  that  all  streams  below  tide  water  are  prima  facie  public; 
and  all  above  tide  water  are  prima  facie  private,  not  subject  to  a 
public  right  of  floatage  upon  ^em,  and  therefore  where  it  appears, 
as  is  very  generally  the  case  in  reference  to  a  floatable  stream,  that 
it  is  above  tide  water,  the  onus  of  proof  is  upon  the  party  claiming 
for  it  the  character  of  a  navigable  steeam."  This  rule  as  to  burden 
of  proof  has  been  held  applicable  even  in  those  states  wherein  the 
distinction  between  navigable  and  non-navigable  stxeams.has  ceased 
to  be  based  upon  their  connection  with  tide  water.**   In  determin- 


11.  Watkins  v.  Dorris,  24  Wash.      13.  Note:  3  L.R.A.  610. 

636,  64  Pac.  840,  54  L.R.A.  199.  14.  Murray  v.  Preston,  106  Ky.  561, 

12.  Lewis  V.  Coffee  County,  77  Ala.  50  S.  W.  1095,  90  A.  S.  R.  232. 
190,  54  Am.  Rep.  55;  Idaho  Northern      Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  1092. 

R.  Co.  V.  PoBt  Falls  Lumber  Co.,  20  16.  Rhodes  v.  Otis,  33  Ala.  578,  73 
Idaho  695,  119  Pac.  1098,  38  L.R.A.  Am.  Dec.  439. 

(N.S.)  114;  Treat  v.  Lord,  42  Me.  552,      16.  Olive  v.  State,  86  Ala.  88,  5 
66  Am.  Dec.  298;  Burke  County  v.  So.  653,  4  L.R.A.  33. 
Catawba  Lumber  Co.,  116  N.  C.  731,      17.  Rhodes  v.  Otis,  33  Ala.  578,  73 
21  S.  E.  941,  47  A.  S.  R.  829;  Kamm  Am.  Dec.  439;  Olive  v.  State,  86  Ala. 
V.  Normand,  50  Ore.  9,  91  Pac.  448,  88,' 5  So.  653,  4  L.R.A.  33;  Brown  v. 
126  A.  S.  R.  698,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  Chadbourne,  31  Me.  9,  50  Am.  Dee. 
290;  Miller  v.  State,  124  Tenn.  293,  641;  Gaston  v.  Maoe,  33  W.  Va.  14, 
137  S.  W.  760,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  1086,  10  S.  E.  60,  25  A.  S.  E.  848  and  note, 
35  L.R.A.(N.S.)  407;  Gaston  v.  Mace,  5  LJt.A.  392. 
33  W.  Va.  14,  10  S.  E.  60,  26  A.  S.     Note:  41  LJl.A.  371. 
R.  848,  6  L.R.A.  392.  18.  Gaston  v.  Mace,  33  W.  Va.  14, 

Notes:  90  A.  S.  B.  236;  41  L.aA.  10  S.  E.  60,  25  A.  S.  R.  848,  5  L.RJL 
376.  392. 
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ing  the  burden  of  proof  some  of  the  decisions  state  the  rale  to  be 
tiiat  the  owner  of  Ifmd  on  hoih  sides  of  the  stream  is  in  common 

presumption  the  owner  of  the  whole  stream  and  the  burden  of  proof 
is  on  one  claiming  an  easement  over  it  to  show  his  right.''  Phrased 
in  this  manner  the  rule  is  applicable  in  those  states  where  the  distinc- 
tion between  so-called  navigable  waters  and  public  watercourses  is 
not  based  upon  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide.  In  conducting  the 
inquiry  into  ihe  character  of  a  stream,  as  the  court  is  supposed  to 
know  judicially  the  permanent  geographical  features  of  the  country, 
it  will  take  judicial  notice  of  the  fact  that  a  stream  is  above  or  within 
the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tddes  and  also  what  are  the  public  and 
navigable  streams  of  the  country  within  its  jurisdiction,  where  streams 
other  tiian  tide  water  have  been  determined  either  by, statute  or  other- 
wise to  be  navigable.  The  courts  will  also  take  judi<nal  notice  of 
the  government  surveys  and  the  legal  subdivisionB  of  the  public  lands. 
In  determining  the  character  of  a  stream  inquiry  should  be  made  as 
to  the  following  points:  whether  it  is  fitted  for  valuable  floatage; 
whether  the  public  or  only  a  few  individuals  are  interested  in  trans- 
portation; whether  the  periods  of  its  capacity  for  floatage  are  suffi- 
ciently long  to  make  it  susceptible  of  use  beneflcially  to  the  public; 
whether  it  has  been  previously  used  by  the  people  generally,  and 
how  long  it  has  been  so  used ;  whether  it  was  meandered  by  the  govern- 
ment surveyors,  or  included  in  the  surveys,  and  whether  if  declared 
public  it  will  probably  in  future  be  of  public  use  for  carriage.* 
According  to  some  authorities  it  should  be  shown  by  the  evidence 
whether  a  stream  has  been  exce()ted  from  the  government  surveys 
and  meandered  or  included  within  them  and  sold  as  land.*  Others 
hold  that  the  court  knows  judicially  that  a  stream  has  not  been 
meandered  by  the  government  survey  but  that  it  has  been  sectionized 
by  the  governmrat  surveyors  as  though  it  had  no  existence,  and  has 
been  sold  as  land  by  tiie  government  without  any  reservation  or  deduc- 
tion of  the  bed  of  the  stream,  the  whole  being  computed  as  land  and 
sold  as  so  many  acres.  So  in  some  instances  the  court  has  teken 
cognizance  of  tiie  characteristics  of  a  stream,  its  waterfalls,  the  rocky 
nature  of  its  bed,  its  depth  ai\d  width,  and  its  periodical  fluctuations.* 
47.  Character  as  Dependent  on  Natural  State  and  Ordinary  Capac- 
ity.— It  is  generally  stated  that  a  stream,  to  be  floatable  or  navigable, 
must  be  floatable  in  its  natural  state  or  in  its  ordinary  ct^>acity,  but 

19.  Wadsworth    Smith,  11  Ue.  278,  Bep.  146 ;  Haines  t.  Hall,  17  Oze.  165, 

26  Am.  Dec.  526.  20  Pac.  831, 3  LJt.A  609. 

80.  OUve  T.  State,  86  Ala.  88,  S  Note:  41  L.R.A.  376. 

So.  653,  4  L.R.A  33.  2.  Rhodes  v.  Otis,  33  Ala.  578,  73 

1.  Rhodes  v.  Otis,  33  Ala.  678,  73  Am.  Dec.  439. 

Am.  Dee.  439;  Olive  v.  State,  86  Ala.  3.  Shaw  v.  Oswego  Iron  Co.,  10  Ore. 

88,  5  So.  653,  4  L.R.A.  33;  Shaw  v.  371,  46  Am.  Rep.  146. 
Oswego  Iron  Co.,  10  Ore.  371,  45  Am. 
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it  is  not  essential  to  the  easement  of  the  pnUic  use  that  the  capmdiy 
of  the  stream  should  be  continuous,  or,  in  other  woids,  that  its  ordi- 
nary state  at  all  seasons  of  the  year  should  be  sucb  as  to  make  it 
navigable.  A  stream  is  floatable  if  it  is  ordinarily  subject  to  peri- 
odical fluctuations  in  the  volume  and  height  of  its  water,  attributable 
to  natural  causes  and  recurring  as  regularly  as  the  seasons,  and  if 
its  periods  of  high  water  and  navigable  capacity  (ffdinaiily  conUnoe 
a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  make  it  useful  as  a  highway;  *  or,  as 
it  has  been  otherwise  stated,  when  prudent  busineas  men  may  regu- 
late their  expenditures  with  reference  to  the  anticipated  rise,  the 
stream  becomes  a  factor  in  the  conduct  of  the  business  of  the  country 
But  every  small  orwk  or  riverlet  which  may  be  floatable  for  a  brief 
time,  due  to  ah  extraordinary  or  unusual  flood,  is  not  a  public 
highway,*  and  so  when  it  spears  from  the  evidence  introduced  thai 
lo^  cannot  be  floated  in  a  stream,  except  possibly  at  extreme  high 
water  continuing  for  a  few  hours  at  a  time,  and  then  only  small 
logs,  such  a  stream  cannot  be  considered  a  pubUc  highway.^  A 
etream  in  order  to  have  the  character  of  a  public  highway  must. 


4.  Lewis  V,  Coffee  Connty,  77  Ala,  Pac.  813,  102  A.  S.  R.  906y  70  L-B^ 

190,  54  Am.  R«p.  55;  Blackman  v.  273;  Gaston  v.  Mace,  33  W.  Va.  14,. 

Mauldin,  164  Ala.  337,  51  So.  23,  27  10  S.  E.  60,  25  A.  S.  R.  848,  6  LJLA. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  670;  Idaho  Northern  R.  392. 

Co.  V.  Post  Falls  Lumber  Co.,  20  Idaho  Notes:  59  Am.  Dec  220;  134  A.  S. 

695,  119  Pac  1098,  38  L.R.A.(N.S.)  B.  256;  13  LJl-A  827  ;  41  UR-A.  371 

114;  Murray  v.  Preston,  106  Ky.  561,  et  seq. 

50  S.  W.  1095,  90  A.  S.  R.  232;  Smart  5.  Burke  County  v.  Catawba  Lum- 
V.  Aroostook  Lumber  Co.,  103  Me.  37,  ber  Co.,  116  N.  C.  731,  21  S.  E.  941,. 
68  AU.  527,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1083;  47  A.  S.  R.  829. 
^oor©  v.  Sanborne,  2  Mich.  519,  59  6.  Lewis  v.  Coffee  County,  77  Ala. 
Am.  Dec  209;  Thunder  Bay  River  190,  54  Am.  Rep.  55;  Brown  t.  Chad- 
Booming  Co.  v.  Speechly,  31  Mich,  bourne,  31  Me,  9,  50  Am.  Dec  641; 
336, 18  Am.  Rep.  184;  Carter  v.  Thur-  Thunder  Bay  River  Booming  Co.  v. 
ston,  58  N.  H.  104,  42  Am.  Rep.  584;  Speechly,  31  Mich.  336,  18  Am.  Rep. 
Morgan  v.  King,  35  N.  Y.  454,  91  Am,  184;  Morgan  v.  King,  35  N.  T.  454, 
Dec  58;  Burke  County  v.  Catawba  91  Am.  Dec.  58;  Burke  County  v. 
Lumber  Co.,  116  N.  C.  731,  21  S,  B.  Catawba  Lumber  Co.,  116  N,  C.  731, 
941,  47  A.  S.  R.  829;  Shaw  v.  Oswego  21  a  E.  941,  47  A.  8.  R.  829;  Haines 
Iron  Co.,  10  Ore.  371,  45  Am.  Rep.  v.  HaU,  17  Ore  165,  20  Pac.  831,  3 
146;  Haines  v.  Hall,  17  Ore  165,  20  L.9.A.  609  and  note;  Kamm  v.  Nor- 
Pac831,3L.R.A.  609;Kammv.Nor-  mand,  50  Ore.  9,  91  Pac  448,  126 
mand,  50  Ore  9,  91  Pac  448,  126  A.  S.  R.  698,  11  LJt.A.(N.8.)  290; 
A.  S.  R.  698,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  290;  Gaston  v.  Mace,  33  W.  Va.  14,  10  S. 
Miller  v.  State,  124  Tenn.  293,  137  E.  60,  25  A.  S.  R.  848,  5  L.R.A.  392. 
S  W  760,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  1086,  Notes:  90  A.  S.  R.  235;  13  L.R.A. 
35  LJl.A.(N.S.)  407;  Hot  Springs  827;  41  L.RA.  371  et  seq.;  41  I.R.A. 
Lumber,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Revercomb,  106  372  et  seq. 

Va.  176,  55  S.  E.  580,  9  L.R.A.(N.S.)  7.  Kamm  v.  Normand,  50  Ore.  9, 

894;  Watkins  v.  Dorris,  24  Wash.  636,  91  Pac  448,  126  A.  S.  B,  698,  11 

64  Pac  840,  54  Lil.A.  199;  Monroe  L.R.A.(N.S.)  290. 
Mill  Co.  T.  Menzel,  36  Wash.  487,  77 
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in  and  of  itself,  have  a  capaqty  for  floating  logs,  and  although  it 
may  cost  many  of  tiie  logs  which  float  on  it  upon  t^ie  shoree,  thereby 
rendering  it  necessary  to  go  upon  the  banks  for  the  purpose  of  making 
a  clean  drive,  this  has  no  effect  upon  its  public  character,  but  a 
stream  so  small  and  shoal  that  no  logs  can  be  driven  in  it,  without 
being  propelled  by  persons  traveling  on  its  banks,  is  private  property, 
and  not  subject  to  any  public  servitude  for  the  passage  of  logs.^  So 
it  has  been  held  that  a  stream  is  not  navigable  when  it  is  necessary 
to  place  men  along  its  banks  in  large  numbers  to  break  log  jams.* 
As  stated  a  floatable  stream  must  in  its  natural  capacity  be  sufficient 
to  float  logs,  and  such  streams  are  distinguishable  from  tiiose  which 
may  be  made  floatable  after  resorting  to  artiflcial  means,  as  by  blast- 
ing out  and  deepening  the  channel  or  putting  in  locks  or  dams  with 
gates  or  by  constructing  reservoirs  so  as  to  make  a  greater  flow  in 
a  given  lengtii  of  time,^*^  and  even  when  a  stream  may  be  considered 
floatable  it  is  not  permissible  to  add  to  its  capacity  by  artificial  means 
to  such  a  degree  as  materially  to  add  to  the  burden  which  it  may 
be  made  to  carry  .^^  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  well  established  t^at  no 
accidental  or  intentional  obstructions  in  a  stream,  which  were  not 
there  in  its  natural  state,  will  take  from  it  its  inherent  and  natural 
capability  of  being  used  as  a  passageway  for  the  purposes  of  com- 
merce.'* The  fact  that  a  private  stream  has  been  made  floatable 
by  the  owner  thereof  by  artificial  means  will  not  subject  it  to  public 
use,**  in  the  absence  of  statutory  provision  to  that  effect,'*  but  it  has 
been  held  that  when  the  public  is  entitled  4o  use  the  channel  of  a 
stream  for  floating  logs  it  is  also  entitled  to  use  a  new  channel  con- 
structed by  the  riparian  owner  to  divert  the  stream,'*  and  the  mere 

8.  Murray  v.  Preston,  106  Ky.  561,  Kamm  v.  Normand,  50  Ore.  9,  91  Pac. 

50  S.  W.  1095,  90  A.  S.  R.  232;  448, 126  A.  S.  R.  698, 11  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

Brown  v.  Chadbourne,  31  Me.  9,  60  290;  Hot  Springs  Lumber,  ete.,  Co. 

Am.  Dec.  641;  Treat  v.  Lord,  42  Me.  v.  Revercomb,  106  Va.  176,  56  S.  E. 

552,  66  Am.  Dec.  298;  Morgan  t.  530,  g  LJR.A.(N.S.)  894. 
King,  35  N  Y.  454  91  Am.  Deo.  58.     Notes:  134  A.  8.  B.  256;  41  L.B.A. 

Notes:  3  L.R.A.  610;  41  L.R.A.  375  373  ^  ^ 

■  o  n  1-7  /^     i«R  OA     11-  Koopman  v.  Blodgett,  70  Mich. 

«  ®'  iL^"-        ^  610,  38  N.  W.  649,  14  A.  S.  E.  527. 

'  il  Note:  3  L.R.A.  407. 

10.  Blackman  v.  Manldin,  lo4  Ala.      ,»  m^.,.  „  t^-j  rkq  as 

337,  51  So.  23,  27  UR.A.(N.S.)  670;  a.^^  Js-^;^  M^l  ^  ^ 

Wadsworth  V.  Smith,  11  Me.  278,  26  ^m. 

Am.  Dec.  525;  Moor^  v.  Sanbome,  2  V^^iVI  ' 

Mich.  519,  59  Am.  Dec.  209  and  note;  ^02  A.  S.  R.  905,  70  L.R  A  272. 

Thunder  Bay  River  Booming  Co.  v.  13.  Wadsworth  v.  Smith,  11  Me.  278, 

Speechly,  31  Mich.  336,  18  Am.  Rep.  26  Am.  Dec.  525. 

184;  Burke  County  v.  Catawba  Lum-  H.  Note:  41  L.E.A.  376,  statmg 

ber  Co.,  116  N.  C.  731,  21  S.  E.  941,  that  the  general  rule  has  been  modi- 

47  A.  S.  R.  829;  Haines  v.  Hall,  17  fied  by  statute  in  Canada. 

Ore.  165.  20  Pac.  831,  3  UE.A,  609;  15.  Note:  5  LJt.A.  393. 
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fact  that  a  riparian  owner  has  constructed  improvements  to  aid  in 
the  navigation  of  the  stream  does  Qot  show  that  it  was  not  navigable 
in  its  natural  state. 

48.  Profitable  Use  as  Determining  Character. — ^It  is  manifest  from 

a  consideration  of  the  foregoing  points  of  inquiry  that  in  order  to 
establish  the  character  of  a  stream  as  floatable  or  navigable,  and  as 
such  a  public  highway,  it  must  be  shown  to  be  capable  of  tnui^ort- 
ing  logs  or  other  articles  of  commerce  to  a  profitable  extent,^'  but 
in  determining  this  question  it  b  not  essential  that  the  property  to 
be  transported  shall  be  carried  in  vessels  or  be  guided  by  the  hand 
of  man,  if  it  can  be  safely  carried  without  such  guidance.  Nor  is 
it  necessary  that  the  stream  shall  be  capable  of  navigajtion  against 
as  well  as  in  the  direction  of  its  current.**  The  capacity,  as  shown 
by  the  use  to  which  it  is  put,  is  the  true  criterion  by  which  to  judge 
the  question  of  navigability.  It  is  sufficient  if  it  is  capable  of  floating 
vessels,  boats,  or  oth&e  craft,  or  rafts  of  logs,  or  logs  in  quantities 
to  make  it  of  commercial  value.  The  fact  that  the  logs  must  be 
floated  without  being  formed  into  rafts  is  not  sutficient  to  destroy 
its  navigable  character;  but  tiie  width  of  the  stream  may  diminish 
to  such  an  extent  that  only  a  single  log  at  a  time  will  float,  and 
according  to  some  decisions  such  a  stream  would  be  of  no  commercial 
value  because  the  cost  in  time  and  labor  in  getting  quantities  of  logs 
through  it  would  destooy  its  usefulness  and  it  is  not  subject  to  public 
use.''  It  has,  however,  been  held  that  even  though  a  stream  be  so 
small  as  to  be  non-navigable  for  saw  logs,  it  may  nevertheless  be 
subjected  to  public  use  for  the 'transportation  of  shingle  bolts,  upon 
the  reasoning  that  while  a  shingle  bolt  contains  but  a  small  amount 
of  timber  compared  with  a  saw  log,  yet  in  the  aggregate  the  carriage 
of  timber  in  that  form  In  particular  localities  is  of  importance  to 

16.  Monroe  Mill  Co.  -v.  Menzel,  35  290 ;  Miller  v.  State,  124  Tenn.  293, 
Wash.  487,  77  Pac.  813,  102  A.  S.  R.  137  S.  W.  760,  An?.  Caa.  1912D  1086, 
905,  70  L,R.A.  272.  35  L.R.A.(N.8.)   407;  Hot  Springs 

17.  Rhodes  v.  Otis,  33  Ala.  578,  73  Lumber,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Revercomb,  106 
Am.  Dec.  439;  Lewis  v.  Coffee  County,  Va.  176,  55  S.  E.  580,  9  UR.A.(N.S.) 
77  Ala.  190,  54  Am.  Rep.  55 ;  Murray  V.  894;  Monroe  Mill  Co.  v.  Menzel,  35 
Preston,  106  Ky.  561,  50  S.  W.  1095,  Wash.  487,  77  Pac.  813,  102  A.  S.  E. 
90  A.  S.R.  232;  Brown  V.  Chadbourne,  905,  70  L.R.A.  272. 

31  Me.  9,  50  Am.  Dec.  641;  Moore  Note:  41  L.R.A.  371  et  seq. 

V.  Sanbome,  2  Mich.  519,  59  Am.  Dec.  18.  Thunder  Bay  River  Booming  Co. 

209;   Thunder   Bay   River   Booming  v.  Speechly,  31  Mich.  336, 18  Am.  Rep. 

Co.  V.  Speechly,  31  Mich.  336,  18  Am.  184;  Morgan  v.  King,  35  N.  Y.  454, 

Rep.  184;  Morgan  v.  King,  35  N.  Y.  91  Am.  Dec  58;  Hot  Springs  Lumber, 

454,  91  Am.  Dec.  58 ;  Burke  County  v.  etc.,  Co.  v.  Revercomb,  106  Va.  176, 

Catawba  Lumber  Co.,  116  N.  C.  731,  55  S.  E.  580,  9  L.R.A.(N.S.)  894. 

21  S.  E.  941,  47  A.  S.  R.  829;  Weise  Note:  13  L.R.A.  827. 

V.  Smith,  3  Ore.  445,  8  Am.  Rep.  621;  19.  Hot  Springs  Lumber,  etc.,  Co. 

Karam  v.  Normand,  50  Ore.  9,  91  Pac.  r.  Revercomb,  106  Va.  176,  56  S.  £. 

448, 126  A.  S.  R.  698, 11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  580,  9  L.R^.(N.S.)  894. 
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the  timber  industry.*'  According  to  the  rule  stated  in  some  casea 
the  stream  must  be  of  sufficient  size  to  float  by  the  force  of  the  cur- 
rent and  without  the  aid  of  persons  traveling  upon  the  banks  craft 
and  rafts  of  sufficient  size  to  make  the  business  profitable,  and  it  is 
not  sufficient  that  loose  logs  or  lumber  can  be  floated  down  it  when 
ali  flood.^  But  it  would  seem  that  if  a  stream  is  in  fact  navigable 
or  floatable,  the  question  as  to  whether  or  not  logs,  lumber,  or  other 
floatable  materials  may  be  profitably  transported  by  means  of  such 
watercourse  is  a  question  that  should  be  left  in  a  large  measure  to 
the  person  who  undertakes  the  enterprise,  and  the  chief  question  to 
be  determined  by  a  court  in  such  a  case  is  the  question  of  naviga- 
bility in  fact,  while  the  question  as  to  whether  it  can  be  done  profit- 
ably is  one  that  will  depend  largely  upon  the  condition  and  circum- 
stances of  the  person  who  undertfdces  the  enterprise,  and  to  him  it 
may  be  both  practicable  and  profltable,  while  to  another  dififerently 
situated  it  might  be  unprofitable.' 

49.  Duration  of  Use;  Prescription. — In  speaking  of  public  water- 
ways that  are  not  teclfnically  navigable  the  old  English  authorities 
have  designated  them  as  those  rivers,  as  well  fresh  as  salt,  that  are 
of  common  or  public  use  for  transportation.  In  so  laying  down  the 
rule  no  mention  is  made  of  prescription  or  length  of  time  by  which 
the  right  of  public  use  is  obtained.  The  actual  use  in  fact  of  the 
stream  as  a  public  highway  is  the  pertinent  matter  establishing  the 
right  of  the  public;  and  this  for  the  obvious  reason  that  such  actual 
use  by  the  public  proves  that  the  stream  is  capable  of  use  by  the 
public,  and  it  is  this  which  makes  it  a  public  highway  though  tiie 
public  has  not  before  exercised  its  rights.*  And  so  in  the  United 
States  it  has  been  held  that  the  public  right  to  the  use  of  rivers  for 
transportation  purposes  does  not  depend  upon  custom  or  general  use, 
but  this  right  exists  as  to  all  streams  upon  which,  in  their  natural 
state,  there  is  capacity  for  valuable  floatage,  irrespective  of  the  fact 
of  actual  public  use  or  the  extent  of  such  use.*  In  some  of  the  Eng- 
lish  caee?!,  however,  the  length  of  time  for  which  an  appropriation 
to  public  use  has  existed  is  prescribed  as  one  of  the  teste,  though  not 
a  controlling  one,  of  a  navigable  stream.*  This  consideration  is  held 
in  some  of  the  American  decisions  to  be  a  matter  of  wdgbt  in  an 

80.  Monroe  Mill  Co.  v.  Menzel,  35  50  Am.  Dec.  641;  Gaston  v.  Mace,  33 

Wash.  487,  77  Pac.  813,  102  A.  S.  W.  Va.  14,  10  S.  E.  60,  25  A.  8.  R. 

R.  905.  70  L.R.A.  272.  848,  5  L.R.A.  392. 

1.  Miller  v.  SUte,  124  Tenn.  293, 137  4.  Olive  v.  State,  86  Ala.  88,  5  So. 
8.  W.  760,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  1086,  35  653.  4  L.R.A.  33;  Moore  v.  Sanborne, 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  407.  2  Mich.  519,  59  Am.  Dec.  209. 

Note:  5  L.R.A.  392.  Note:  41  L.R.A.  376. 

2.  Idaho  Northern  R.  Co.  v.  Post      And  see  Watbiis. 

Falls  Lumber  Co.,  20  Idaho  695,  119  6.  Rhodes  v.  Otis,  33  Ala.  578,  73 
Pac  1098,  38  L.B.A.{N.S.)  114.  Am.  Dec.  439. 

3.  Brown  t.  Chadboume,  31  Me.  9, 
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old  state,  which  has  been  long  settled,  and  the  various  resources  of 
which  have  been  developed  and  exploited,  but  such  rule  is  scazcely 
applicable  in  a  new  state  where  large  sections  of  country  have  never 
been  setUed,  occupied  or  in  any  manner  developed.'  It  is  manifest 
that  if  a  stream  could  be  subject  to  public  servitude  by  long  use  only, 
many  large  rivers  in  newly  settled  sections  which  are  naturally  water- 
ways would  not  be  subject  to  use  by  the  community,'  and  it  is  dear 
that  it  is  not  necessary  to  establish  the  right  to  use  a  waterway  by 
showing  actual  use  continued  for  twenty  years  and  upwards,  the 
ordinary  length  of  time  for  the  acquisition  of  an  easement.^  It  has, 
however,  been  held  that  if  a  stream  has  been  used  for  transportation 
purposes  for  twenty  years  and  upwards  the  right  of  &e  public  to 
use  it  cannot  be  disputed.'  The  length  of  time  during  which  a  stream 
has  been  used  for  floating  logs  is  frequently  considered  in  determin- 
ing its  character  as  a  highway.** 


50.  In  General. — ^The  determination  of  the  manner  in  which  navi- 
gable and  floatable  streams  are  to  be  used  involves  a  consideration 
of  the  rights  both  of  the  riparian  owners  and  of  the  public  generally. 
In  reference  to  the  latter  it  has  been  stated  t^at  the  right  of  the 
public  must  be  exercised  in  a  reasonable  manner,  since  such  perBoaa 
have  an  equal  right  with  every  other  person  to  its  enjoyment  and 
the  enjoyment  of  it  by  one  necessarily,  to  a  certain  extent,  interferes 
with  its  exercise  by  another.  What  constitutes  reasonable  use  by  the 
public  depends  upon  the  circumstances  of  each  particular  case,  as  the 
occasions  for  its  use  are  so  numerous  and  diverse  that  no  positive  rule 
can  be  laid  down  to  regulate  it  in  every  instance  with  anything  like 
exact  precision.  The  various  purposes  for  which  such  a  highway 
is  used  by  the  public,  whether  for  tuansporting  merchandise,  rafting, 
driving,  booming  logs  or  securing  them  at  the  mill,  if  necessary, 
require  so  much  space  as  temporarily  to  obstruct  the  way;  but  if 
parties  so  conduct  themsdves  in  their  business  as  to  discommode 
others  as  little  as  is  reasonably  practicable,  the  law  holds  them  harm- 
less. If  the  rule  of  law  was  otherwise,  the  right  of  way  could  not 
in  many  cases  be  available  for  any  useful  purpose,^*  Riparian  owners 

■   6.  Rhodes  v.  Otis,  33  Ala.  678,  73  9.  Note:  41  L.R.A.  375. 

Am.  Dee.  439 ;  Idaho  Northern  R.  Co.  10.  Lewis  v.  Coffee  County,  77  Ala. 

V.  Post  Palls  Lumber  Co.,  20  Idaho  190,  54  Am.  Rep.  55;  Trallinger  v. 

695,  119  Pac.  1008,  38  LJt.A.(N.S.)  Howe,  53  Ore.  219,  97  Pac.  548,  99 

114.  Pac.  880,  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  545:  Wat- 

7.  Brown  v.  Cbadboume,  31  Me.  9,  kins  v.  Dorris,  24  Wash.  636,  64  Paa. 
50  Am.  Dee.  641;  Moore  v.  Sanbome,  840,  54  L.R.A.  199. 

2  Mich.  519,  59  Am.  Dee.  209.  Note :  41  L.R.A.  375. 

8.  Brown  v.  Chadboume,  31  Me.  9,     11.  Davis  v.  Winslow,  51  Me.  264, 
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hold  their  lands  subject  to  the  right  of  the  public  to  use  the  navigable 
or  floatoble  streams  flowing  through  them  as  public  highways,  but 
when  it  is  said  that  the  right  of  the  public  is  paramount,  nothing 
more  is  meant  than  l^at  the  liparian  owner  can  do  nothing  to  dose 
the  highway.  He  cannot  divert  the  water  from  the  stream,  nor  con- 
sume it  so  as  to  defeat  the  possibility  of  navigation ;  nor  can  he  place 
any  insuperable  obstructions  in  the  stream.  Conversely,  the  right 
of  public  navigation  is  not  such  as  to  destroy  the  rights  of  the  riparian 
owner.  The  right  cannot  he  exercised  to  the  unnecessary  or  wanton 
destruction  of  private  rights,  or  so  as  to  deprive  the  riparian  propri- 
etors of  the  use  of  the  stream  for  legitimate  purposes  which  will  not 
unreasonably  interfere  with  die  right  of  navigation.  The  navigation 
right  is  the  right  of  passage  merely;  and  so  long  as  the  right  is 
preserved  without  unreasonable  impairment,  the  riparian  owner  may 
bridge  the  stream,  or  use  water  therefrom,  or  even  throw  a  dam 
across  it,  if  he  mt^es  provision  for  the  right  of  passage.  The  rights 
may  be  said  to  be  reciprocal,  each  modifying  the  ot^er,  each  to  be 
used  so  as  not  to  interfere  unreasonably  with  the  other  right  The 
riparian  owner  is  not  bound  to  provide  a  better  passage  than  is  fur- 
nished by  nature.  He  may  even  abridge  the'  rights  to  some  extent, 
if  he  leaves  a  Gonveni«it  passageway Some  of  the  courts  have  indi- 
cated that  they  are  not  disposed  to  accord  to  the  public  the  same 
unqualified  right  to  the  use  of  streams  valuable  only  for  the  floatage 
of  loose  logs  and  timber  as  in  the  case  of  streams  navigable  in  the 
true  sense  of  that  word,  but  the  distinction  has  not  been  clearly 
defined,  and  it  would  seem  that  the  character  of  the  use  is  in  reality 
determined  by  what  is  a  reasonable  use  in  view  of  the  charactw  of  the 
stream.** 

51.  Legislative  ControL — A  state  legislature  may  declare  what 
streams  are  and  what  are  not  public  highways  or  navigable  waters,'* 

and,  as  in  the  case  of  all  common  or  public  rights  and  easements, 
the  state  has  control  over  the  manner  of  the  use  of  floatable  or  navi- 
gable waters,  whether  they  are  natural  waterways,  or  are  made  so  by 
statute,'*  and  this  control  will  enable  it  to  establish  rules  for  the 
guidance  of  the  persons  using  the  stream  for  various  purposes,  so 
that  each  may  exist  within  prescribed  limits,  and,  moreover,  it  may 

Me.  487.  92  Am.  Dec.  561;  Gaston  v.  And  see  Waters. 

Maee,  33  W.  Ya.  14,  10  S.  E.  60,  25  IS.  Blackman  v.  Ifaulden,  164  Ala. 

A.  S.  R.  848,  5  L.R.A.  392.   And  see  337,  51   So.  23,   27  LJt.A.(N.S.) 

Waters.  670. 

12.  Burke  County  v.  Catawba  Lum-  14.  See  Watkes. 

ber  Co.,  116  N.  C.  731,  21  S.  E.  941,  15.  Mashbum  v.  St.  Joe  Imp.  Co., 

47  A.  S.  R.  829;  Miller  v.  State,  124  19  Idaho  30,  113  Pac.  92,  35  L.R.A. 

•  Tenn.  293,  137  S.  W.  760,  Ann.  Caa.  (N.S.)  824;  Watkins  v.  Dorris,  24 

1912D  1086,  35  L.R.A.(N.S.)  407.  Wash.  636,  64  Pae.  840,  64  LJt.A. 

Notes:  13  L.R.A.  827  ;  41  L.R.A.  199. 
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so  far  recognize  the  superior  importance  of  one  use  over  another  as 
to  authorize  the  exercise  of  the  major  to  the  detriment  or  prejudice 
of  the  minor  use  or  right.^'  Accordingly  a  public  easement  in  a 
stre^  for  the  passage  of  logs  may  be  (K>ntrolled^  abridged,  or  even 
destroyed  by  the  state  by  virtue  of  its  sovereignty  or  right  of  eminent 
domain,  disconnected  from  and  not  dependent  on  its  ownership  of 
the  soil; but  until  such  power  has  been  exercised  by  positiTe  legis- 
lation, all  persons  may  lawfully  enjoy  such  easement  in  common 
with  the  state,^'  and  a  conveyance  by  the  state  of  all  its  right,  title, 
and  interest  in  and  to  the  land  over  which  a  stream  passes  does  not 
convey  to  the  grantee  any  exclusive  right  of  property  in  the  easement 
for  the  passage  of  logs  upon  the  stream  and  does  not  authorize  him 
nor  those  claiming  under  him  to  use  exclusively,  or  to  destroy,  the 
public  easement  existing  upon  the  stream  at  the  date  of  its  execu- 
tion." Kor  will  the  right  of  the  public  to  float  logs  on  a  stream  be 
presumed  to  have  been  relinquished  by  the  grant  of  a  charter  to  a 
manufacturing  corporation,  giving  it  power  to  purchase  and  hold  real 
estate  on  the  stream,  improve  the  water  power,  and  make  and  main- 
tain on  or  across  the  .stream  the  works  necessary  to  accomplish  the 
corporate  objects,  unless  such  relinquishment  is  absolutely  necesKiry 
to  the  exercise  of  the  corporate  franchises.  The  fact  that  ihe  manu- 
facturing business  may  be  more  important  than  the  lumber  business 
is  not  siiJficient  *'* 

52.  Compensation  for  Rights  in  Navigable  Streams. — The  legislative 
control  over  navi^ble  or  floatable  streams  is  subject  to  the  rule 
that  no  easement  beyond  the  natural  one  can  be  obtained  without 
authority,  and  no  further  public  facility  can  be  exacted  without 
some  dedication  or  condemnation  and  provision  for  compensation  to 
the  person  whose  property  or  right  has  been  taken  or  infringed.' 
The  right  of  a  riparian  owner  to  use  a  navigable  stream  for  floating 
logs  is  not  derived  from  the  state,  and  he  cannot  be  deprived  of  such 
right  without  just  compensation  in  some  form,'  and  neither  an 

16.  Note:  13  L.R.A.  826.  And  see  20.  Connecticut  River  Lumber  Co.  v. 
Watbrs.  Olcott  Palls  Co.,  65  N.  H.  290,  21  AtL 

17.  Treat  v.  Lord,  42  Me.  552,  66  1090,  13  L.R.A.  826. 

Am.  Dec.  298  ;  Lorman  v.  Benson,  8  i.  Koopman  v.  Blodgett,  70  Mich. 
Mich.  18,  77  Am.  Dec.  436.  And  see  eiO,  38  N.  W.  649,  14  A.  S.  R.  527; 
EMmBKT  DOMADT.  vol.  10.  p.  180  et  Carlson  v.  St-  Louis  River  Dam,  etc, 

"Is.  Treat  v.  Lord,  42  Me.  562,  66  ^'s'r^SS'  IfinA^^"^ 

''w.^T^'reaTv.  Lord,  42  Me.  552,-66  Vote :  Vs  a1  S  B."  sio'. 

Am.  Dec.  298;  Brooks  v.  Cedar  Brook,  ^^^7  «  to  npanan  rights  as 

etc.,  Imp,  Co.,  82  Me.  17,  19  Atl.  87,  Property,  for  the  taking  of  which  for 

17  A.  S.  R.  459,  7  L.R.A.  460  ;  Con-  public  use  compensation  must  be  made, 

neeticut  River  Lumber  Co.  v.  Olcutt  see  Ekihent  Douaik,  vol.  10,  p.  79 

Falls  Co.,  65  N.  H.  290,  21  Ati.  1090,  et  seq. 

13  L.R.A.  826.  2.  Button  v.  Webb,  124  N.  a  749, 
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individual  desiring  to  use  a  stream  for  floating  logs  to  market,  nor 
a  corporation  formed  to  take  advantage  of  a  statute  authorizing  the 
improvement  of  floatable  streams,  can  interfere  with  the  aoil  in  the 
stream  without  the  consent  of  the  abutting  owner,'  or  enter  upon 
the  lands  or  interfere  with  the  littoral  rights  of  a  riparian  owner 
without  first  paying  a  just  compensation,*  or  giving  adequate  security 
therefor.*  Nor  can  the  legislature  provide  for  the  improvement  of 
a  navigable  stream  by  artiflcial  meaiis,  as  for  example  splash  dams 
and  the  like,  except  upon  the  payment  of  compensation  for  private 
injuries  occasioned  thereby,*  or  compel  the  alteration  of  a  dam  to 
meet  new  requirements  occasioned  by  an  improvement  of  the  stream.' 
Nor  can  a  ncm-navigable  stream  be  made  navigable  by  artiflcial  means 
without  flrst  acquiring  the  rights  of  the  riparian  ownetis.*  A  statute 
providing  for  the  cleaning  out  of  streams  in  aid  of  navigation  will 
be  considered  as  passed  entirely  with  reference  to  floatable  streams, 
because,  without  condemnation,  there  would  be  no  right  to  enter 
upon  and  clean  out  the  beds  of  streams  which  were  not  natural  high- 
way.* It  is  of  course  permissible  for  the  legislature  to  provide  for 
the  improvement  of  navigable  streams  by  any  appropriate  means, 
without  compensation  therefor,  when  this  can  be  done  without  taking 
private  property,  that  is,  without  adding  materially  to  the  burden 
imposed  upon  the  land  of  the  riparian  owner."  Compensation  need 
not  necessarily  precede  the  appropriation  of  private  property  to  public 
i^,  but  where  this  is  the  case,  it  is  settled  that  the  compensation 
must  be  secure  and  certain,**  and  adequate  compensation  for  the  con- 
demnation of  the  right  to  float  logs  in  a  stream  under  the  power  of 


33  S.  E.  169,  126  N.  C.  897,  36  S. 
E.  341,  59  L.R.A.  33. 

3.  Watkins  v.  Porris,  24  Wash.  636, 
64  Pac.  840,  54  L.R.A.  199. 

4.  Masbbum  t.  St.  Joe  Imp.  Co.,  19 
Idaho  30, 113  Pac.  92,  35  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
824;  Stratton  v.  Currier,  81  Me.  497, 
17  Atl.  579,  3  L.B.A.  809 ;  Carlson  v. 
St.  Louis  River  Dam,  etc.,  Co.,  73 
Minn.  128,  75  N.  W.  1044,  72  A.  S. 
R.  610,  41  L.R.A.  371. 

6.  Brewster  v.  J.  &  J.  Rogers  Co., 
169  N.  Y.  73,  62  N.  E.  164,  58  L.R.A. 
495;  Genesee  Pork  Imp.  Co.  v.  Ivea, 
144  Pa.  St.  114,  22  Atl.  887, 13  L.R.A. 
427.  And  see  Ewnbnv  Douain,  vol 
10,  p.  124  et  seq. 

6.  Thunder  Bay  Booming  Co.  v. 
Speechly,  31  Mich.  336,  18  Am.  Rep. 
184;  Ealama  Electric  Light,  etc.,  Co. 
V.  Kalama  Driving  Co.,  48  Wash.  612, 
94  Pac.  469,  125  A.  S.  B.  948,  22 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  641;  Pickens  v.  Coal 


River  Boom,  etc.,  Co.,  51  W.  Va.  445, 
41  S.  E.  400,  90  A.  S.  R.  819;  Pickens 
V.  Coal  River  Boom,  etc,  Co.,  66  W. 
Va.  10,  65  S.  E.  866,  24  L.B.A.(N.S.) 
354 

Note:  134  A.  S.  R.  256. 

7.  Stratton  v.  Currier,  81  Me.  497, 
17  Atl.  579,  3  L.R.A.  809. 

8.  Kamm  v.  Normand,  50  Ore.  9, 
91  Pac.  448,  126  A.  S.  R.  698,  11 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  290.    And  see  Waters. 

9.  Burke  County  v.  Catawba  Lumber 
Co.,  116  N.  C.  731,  21  S.  E.  941,  47 
A.  S.  R.  829. 

10.  Brooks  V.  Cedar  Brook,  etc., 
Imp.  Co.,  82  Me.  17,  19  Atl.  87,  17 
A.  S.  B.  459.  7  L.B.A.  460;  Carlson 
V,  St.  Louis  River  Dam,  etc.,  Co.,  73 
Minn.  128,  75  N.  W.  1044,  72  A.  S.  R. 
610,  41  L.B.A.  371. 

11.  See  EioKKHT  Dokaih,  toL  10,  p. 
126  et  aeq. 
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Gininent  domain  is  not  provided  where  its  recovery  is  dependent 
on  the  responsibility  or  solvency  of  an  individual  or  corporation^ 

or  upon  a  bond  the  amount  of  which  is  arbitrarily  fixed  at  a  specified 
sum  in  all  cases,  regardless  of  what  may  be  the  value  of  the  rights 
appropriated  or  the  amount  of  damage  inflicted,  and  which  is  to  be 
accepted  without  any  opportunity  on  the  part  of  the  landowners  to 
question  the  sufficiency  of  the  sureties.** 

53.  Use  of  Private  Streams  and  Charges  Therefor. — Streams  of 
such  a  character  as  not  to  be  navigable  in  any  sense  of  the  word  are 
private  streams  and  belong  wholly  to  the  riparian  owners,**  and  so 
where  a  stream  is  not  floatable  it  can  be  used  for  the  transportation 
of  logs  only  by  a  license  from  the  owner  of  the  bed  of  the  stream 
or  the  riparian  proprietor.  Without  such  license  one  who  is  using 
the  stream  for  such  a  purpose  is  either  as  a  trespasser  responsible 
for  at  least  nominal  damages,  or,  when  he  creates  a  nuisance,  for 
any  special  damage  shown  to  have  been  actually  sustained.'*  It 
has  been  held  that  the  privilege  of  floating  logs  or  spai?  upon  a 
private  stream,  where  it  does  not  involve  the  holding  or  occupation 
of  the  real  estate,  is  a  license,  and  not  within  the  statute  of  frauds, 
and  is  governed  by  the  general  rules  relating  to  the  validity  and 
revocability  of  licenses.**  There  is  some  question  whether  the  public 
can  acquire  a  right  to  use  a  private  stream  as  a  public  highway  by 
prescription,  but  it  has  been  held  that  even  if  ^is  is  possible  one 
claiming  a  right  to  use  a  private  stream,  upon  the  basis  of  a  prescrip- 
tive right  in  the  public  to  use  it  as  a  highway  for  floating  logs,  cannot 
support  that  right  where  it  appears  that  in  thirty  years  the  stream 
has  been  so  used  by  not  more  ^an  twelve  persons,  and  by  not  more 
than  three  or  four  in  any  year,  and  for  not  more  than  from  three 
to  six  days  in  any  year.*'  Nor  can  the  legislature  make  a  private 
stream  subject  to  the  use  of  one  other  than  the  owfVer,  where  such 
new  use  is  for  a  private  person  and  not  for  the  public  generally.*' 
Although  the  rule  of  the  common  law  provides  that  no  man  can 
take  a  settled  or  constant  toll,  even  on  his  own  private  land,  for  a 
common  passage  without  a  license  from  the  state,  nevertheless  he 
may  open  a  passage  through  his  land  for  his  own  accommodation  and 
he  may  permit  others  to  pass  over  it  under  an  agreement  for  com- 

12.  Brewster  t.  J.  &  J.  Rogers  Co.,  Lksksbs,  anteu  par.  89  et  seq. 
169  N.  T.  73,  62  N.  E.  164,  68  L.RJL.     16.  Meyer  v.  Phillips,  97  K.  Y.  485. 


14.  Bmke  County  v.  Catawba  Lum-  Wash.  490,  74  Pae.  681,  99  A.  8.  B. 
ber  Co.,  116  N.  C.  731,  21  S.  E.  941,  964.  63  Ii.R.A.  820.  , 

47  A.  S.  R.  829.  Note:  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  152. 

15.  Rhodes  v.  Otis,  33  Ala.  578,  73  And  see  Ehiztbht  Doiuin,  toL  10, 
Am.  Dec.  439.   As  to  the  revoeability  p.  67. 

of  Ucenses  in  respect  of  real  estate,  see 
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pfflisatioQ,  which  agreement  being  founded  on  a  valid  consideration, 
to  wit,  the  injury  done  to  his  freehold,  may  be  enforced  at  law.  So 
he  may  improve  his  watercourse  by  dams,  locks,  or  otherwise,  and 
withhold  their  use  from  all  who  will  not  make  him  a  reasonable 
compensation.  He  may  yield  the  enjoyment  to  one  and  refuse  it  to 
anoUier.  If  he  receive  compensation  for  such  enjoyment,  the  law 
will  pvmit  him  to  retain  it;  if  he  accept  a  promise  as  an  equivalent, 
the  law  will  enforce  it;  and  a  promise  may  be  implied  in  such  a  case. 
The  sOTvice  having  been  accepted  and  the  passageway  made  use  of, 
tiie  law  implies  a  premise  to  pay  reasonably  therefor.  A  charge 
may  not,  however,  be  made  for  the  use  of  a  waterway  naturally  of 
sufficient  size  to  be  floatable.^' 

54.  Rules  Governing  Floating  of  Logs. — Owners  of  logs  have  the 
same  general  right  to  use  a  navigable  river  as  the  owners  of  a  steam- 
boat or  other  persons  using  the  stream  for  purpoeee  of  navigation. 
Each  must  leave  to  the  other  all  the  space  which  the  necessities  of 
the  case  require,  and  must  exercise  reasonable  care  and  diligence  in 
protecting  liie  rights  of  the  other.i*  jn  navigating  streams  a  person 
using  the  waterway  for  logging  pu]^}oses  may,  however,  tempora- 
rily obstruct  the  stream  by  the  numbw  of  logs  set  afloat  upon  its 
surface,*"  by  gathering  them  into  rafts  for  convenience  of  transporta- 
tion,^ or  by  collecting  them  in  large  quantities  at  a  given  place,  and 
the  erection  of  a  log  boom  for  that  purpose,  provided  such  erection 
is  incident  to  his  needs,  and  the  obstruction  is  temporary  and  does 
not  unreasonably  interfere  with  the  rights  of  others  desiring  to  navi- 
gate the  stream,*  or  the  rights  of  riparian  owners.*  Navigation,  how- 
ever, denotes  the  transportation  of  boats  or  materials  from  place  to 
plaee  under  intelligent  direction  or  guidance,  and  therefore  the  right 
to  navigate  a  stream  cannot  be  invoked  to  authorize  the  casting  of 
slabs,  edgings  or  other  wa^te  from  a  mill  into  a  river,  to  be  floated 
away  by  the  stream,  whereby  navigation  is  obstructed  or  the  rights 
of  private  individuals  infringed.*  And  so  a  lumber  company,  al- 
though it  has  monopolized  the  commercial  business  on  a  navigable 
river  and  its  tributaries,  cannot  fill  the  channel  with  logs  for  an 
unreasonable  time,  so  as  to  prevent  persons  from  using  the  stream 
in  the  summer  months  for  floating  boats  and  transporting  goods  to 

18.  Wadswortb  v.  Smith,  11  Me.  278,  Brown,  61  Me.  256,  81  Am.  Dec.  569 ; 
26  Am.  Dec  525.  Connecticat  River  Lumber  Co.  v.  01- 

19.  Notes:  70  L.R.A.  275;  28  L.B.A.  cott  Falls  Co.,  65  N.  H.  290,  21  Atl. 
(N.S.)  144.  1090,  13  L.R.A.  826. 

20.  Smart  v.  Aroostook  Lumber  Co.,  Note:  41  L.R.A.  378. 
103  Me.  37,  68  Atl.  527,  14  LJELA.  And  see  infra,  par.  74. 


8.  Harold  v.  Jones,  86  Ala.  274,  5  4.  Gerriah  v.  Brown,  51  Me.  256,  81 
So.  438,  3  L.R.A.  406;  Gerrish  v.  Am.  Dec.  569. 
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their  cottages  oa.  its  banks,  or  so  as  to  stop  sportsmen  from  passing 
up  and  down  the  stream.*  Ordinarily  rafts  of  logs  under  proper 
guidance  constitute  a  more  reasonable  method  of  using  a  navigable 
river  than  the  floating  of  loose  logs,  but  in  the  absence  of  legislative 
requirement  to  that  effect  a  log  driver  need  not  necessarily  so  assemble 
his  logs.  It  does  not  follow,  however,  that  he  may,  in  the  absence 
of  legi^ative  regulation,  set  his  logs  adrift  without  exercising  reason- 
able care  in  their  guidEince  to  avoid  undue  interference  with  the  navi- 
gation of  the  stream  by  others.  The  fact  that  no  specific  regulations 
have  been  provided  does  not  leave  his  right  of  floatage  entirely  unre- 
stricted.* The  legislature,  however,  has  the  power  to  prohibit  the 
floating  of  loose  logs  on  a  navigable  stream  in  such  a  way  as  to 
destroy  its  use  to  t^e  public  for  &e  purpose  of  general  navigation,^ 
and  in  some  cases  statutes  have  been  enacted  prohibiting  the  floating 
of  loose  logs  in  certain  rivers,  and  requiring  that  they  be  rafted  and 
joined  together  or  inclosed  in  boats  and  under  the  control,  supervision 
and  pilotage  of  men  especially  placed  in  charge  of  the  same  and  actu- 
ally tJiereon.  Such  a  regulation  if  adopted  by  a  state  legislature  is 
constitutional  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  river  affected  by  it 
runs  through  other  states.  It  is  a  valid  exercise  of  the  police  power 
and  of  the  right  of  eminent  domain  and  does  not  infringe  the  right 
to  free  public  navigation  of  the  river.  On  the  contrary  it  tends  to 
make  navigation  safe  and  convenient  to  all,  and  prevents  its  being 
monopolized  and  dominated  by  a  few.' 

55.  Title  to  Stranded  or  Drifting  Logs. — A  riparian  owner  has  at 
common  law  no  right  or  title  to  logs  floated  upon  his  lands  by  floods. 
So  a  person  finding  and  taking  possesion  of  and  selling  a  raft  of 
timber  stranded  upon  a  sand  bar  in  a  navigable  river  is  liable  for  con- 
version. And  where  lumber  drifts  down  a  stream  and  lodges  upon 
adjacent  land  the  owner  may  maintain  repleWn  therefor.*  So  an 
owner  may  recover  logs  identified  by  marks,  which  have  been  carried 
by  a  flood  down  a  river  and  mixed  with  logs  belonging  to  another 
person ;  if  the  logs  are  not  marked  he  may  recover  his  proportional 
part  thereof.'®  Failure  of  the  owner  of  logs  to  record,  as  required  by 
statute,  the  mark  which  he  places  uptm  ihem  does  not  deprive  him 

6.  Smart  v.  AroMtook  Lumber  Co.,  Lumber  Co.,  129  Mass.  580,  37  Am. 

103  Me.  37,  68  Atl.  527,  14  L.R.A.  Rep.  387;  Craig  v.  Kline,  65  Pa.  St. 

(N.S.)  1083.  399,  3  Am.  Rep.  636. 

Note:  28  L.R.A.(N.S.)  145.  Note:  41  L.R.A.  378. 

6.  Henderson  v.  Donipban  Lmnber  9.  Deaderick  v.  Quids,  86  Torn.  14, 
Co.,  94  Ark.  370,  127  S.  W.  469,  28  5  S.  W.  487,  6  A.  S.  R.  812. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  144.  Note:  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  460. 

7.  Harrigan  v.  Connecticnt  River  For  the  genera]  principles  relating 
Lumber  Co.,  129  Mass.  680,  37  Am.  to  lost  property,  see  Lost  Pboprrtt, 
Rep.  387.  post,  par.  6. 

Note:  28  L.R.A.(N.S.)  146.  10.  Note:  43  L.RA.(N.S.)  460. 

8.  Harrigan  t.  Conneetient  River 

1134 


Digitized  by  Google 


17  R.  C.  L. 


LOGS  AND  TIMBER 


S  5a 


of  his  property  in  the  lo^  or  the  privilege  of  proving  property  by 
the  mark,  nor  does  the  fact  that  the  mark  has  become  obliterated.*^ 

A  stranded  saw  log,  which  is  unmarked,  and  has  been  lying  unre- 
claimed among  the  rocks  and  drifts  for  more  than  two  years,  is  lost 
prqierty;  and  where  a  person,  by  his  agents,  takes  possession  of  such 
property,  his  right  of  possession  is  not  so  lost  by  the  log  subsequently 
drifting  upon  l£e  land  of  a  riparian  prc^rietor  as  to  enable  the  latt«, 
as  special  bailee  of  the  true  owner,  to  maintain  replevin  therefor 
against  the  original  finder.^'  The  mere  fact  that  logs  placed  in  a  river 
to  be  floated  to  market  sink  to  the  bottom  and  cease  to  float  is  not 
sufficient  to  show  abandonment  of- them;  and  where  such  logs  are 
taken  from  the  bed  of  the  stream  title  thereto  is  not  changed  by  the 
unlawful  trespass  of  the  owner  in  piling  them  on  the  property  of  the 
riparian  owner.'*  Merely  permitting  logs  to  remain  upon  the  roll- 
ways  will  not  forfeit  title  to  them  under  a  statute  providing  for  for- 
feiture of  logs  allowed  to  float  on  land  adjoining  a  stream,  especially 
where  no  steps  are  taken  under  the  .statute  to  enforce  a  forfeiture. 
So  whether  or  not  logs  left  for  many  years  have  been  abandoned,  so 
that  title  to  them  is  los^  is  a  question  for  the  jury.^*  Some  statutes  in 
providing  for  the  guidance  and  control  of  floating  logs  also  provide 
for  the  forfeiture  of  logs  set  adrift  without  such  guidance  or  control, 
and  vest  in  the  captor  title  to  the  logs.  In  considering  the  validity  oC 
such  a  statute  it  has  been  stated  that  title  cannot  be  divested  by  the 
mere  fact  of  the  property  being  found  floating  on  the  stream.  That 
may  justify  seizure  to  answer  the  supposed  offense.  But  to  forfeit 
the  title,  the  owner  must  have  notice,  and  an  opportunity  of  showing 
that  his  property  was  not  voluntarily  set  afloat  on  the  stream  contraiy 
to  law.  It  is  the  intentional  or  voluntary  act  of  floating,  directing  or 
authorizing  to  be  floated,  which  the  law  prohibits.  For  aught  the 
captor  or  Uie  public  may  know  the  logs  might  have  been  carried  off 
by  a  flood,  or  by  the  illegal  acts  of  trespassers.*' 

56.  Right  to  Use  Bank  in  Floating  Logs. — ^The  rights  of  the  ripa- 
rian owners  and  Hie  persons  using  the  stream  for  purposes  of  naviga- 
tion are  reciprocal;  the  riparian  owner  cannot  obstruct  the  stream 
in  an  unreasonable  manner,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  right  of 
navi|S;ation  does  not  authorize  interference  witb  the  bed  of  the  stream 
or  with  the  banks,  or  the  destruction  of  property  on  the  banks.  The 
right  to  float  is  but  a  right  of  parage  and  includes  only  such  rights 
as  £u«  incident  to  the  use  of  the  stream  for  that  purpose  uid  necessary 

11.  Whitman  v.  Muskegon  Log  Lift-  614,  20  L.R.A,(N.S.)  984. 
ing,  etc.,  Co.,  152  Mich.  645, 116  N.  W.     Note:  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  461. 


12.  Deaderick  v.  Golds,  86  Tenn.  14,  Hubbell,  135  Mich.  65,  97  N.  W.  157, 

6  S.  W.  487,  6  A.  8.  R.  812.    '  4  L.R.A.(K.S.)  573. 

IS.  Whitman  t.  Muskegon  Log  Lift-  16.  Craig  v.  EUn&  65  Pa.  St  399, 

'mg,  etc,  Co.,  162  Mieh.  054, 116  N.  W.  3  Am.  Rep.  636. 


614,  20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  984. 


14,  Log  Owners   Booming   Co.  v. 
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to  render  such  use  reasonably  available."  The  right  which  the 
public  enjoys  in  a  navigable  or  floatable  stream  is  in  general  limited 
by  its  ban^;  and  except  during  the  continuance  of  an  overflow,  or 
in  the  exercise  of  those  privil^es  which  are  given  and  defined  by 
statute,  log  owners  and  river  drivers  have  no  rights  in  a  Hoatable 
stream  beyond  ^ese  boundaries.  With  regard  to  the  use  of  the  banks 
of  navigable  streams  or  those  constituting  public  highways  tiiere  is 
an  essential  difference  between  the  doctrines  of  the  common  law  and 
those  of  the  civil  law.  Under  the  latter  the  public  has  the  same 
right  to  use  the  banks  as  it  has  to  use  the  river  itself,  but  this  is  not 
so  under  the  common  law,  and'  in  states  recognizing  the  common 
law  rule  the  right  of  riparian  owners  to  damages  for  the  use  of  their 
banks  in  driving  logs  is  expressly  recognized.  But  even  in  such  states 
it  is  not  to  be  inferred  tiiat  every  casual  landing  upon  the  bank  by 
those  employed  in  tudng  a  floatable  stream  would  be  the  ground  of 
ajo  action  by  the  proprietor  of  the  land,  where  no  actual  damage  is 
inflicted."  Some  of  the  decisions  hold  that  the  public  right  to  the 
use  of  the  stream  involves  the  right  of  going  upon  the  land  of  riparian 
owners  for  the  purpose  of  reclaiming  logs  tiiat  may  have  been  washed 
ashore,  on  the  ground  that  this  is  a  right  incident  to  the  right  of 
navigation.**  So  it  has  been  held  that  if  a  boom  is  necessary  for  the 
purpose  of  floating  logs,  the  riparian  owner  must  submit  to  a  reason- 
able use  of  his  land  for  that  purpose,  it  being  stated  that  while  it  is 
beyond  question  that  the  riparian  owner  is  entatled  to  be  protected 
from  any  unnecessary  intrusion  on  his  premises  it  is  equally  certain 
that  he  cannot,  solely  for  the  maintenance  of  an  abstract  right  or 
an  exclusive  possession,  deny  to  the  public  the  right  of  navigation. 
And  therefore  if  the  act  was  necessary  to  the  exercise  of  a  right  of 
navigation  no  cause  of  action  would  lie  for  a  bare  intrusion  which 
worked  no  appreciable  damage.  Whether  the  necessity  existed  is 
a  question  for  the  jury.*'  In  contradistinction  to  ttiese  liberal  viewa» 
however,  the  rule  has  been  stated  by  some  courts  to  the  effect  that 
the  absolute  rights  of  persons  in  the  use  of  a  navigable  stream  for  the 
purpose  of  navigation  extend  alone  to  the  bed  of  the  stream  and  not 
to  the  appropriation  of  the  soil,  trees,  and  vegetation  on  its  banks, 
either  permanently  or  temporarily,  to  their  own  use;  and  such  an 
appropriation  is  a  taking  of  private  property  within  the  meaning  of 
the  law,  an<f  cannot  be  done,  either  by  the  public  or  an  individual, 
without  compensation  to  the  owner.**   Under  either  view,  however, 

16.  Hot  Springrs  Lumber,  etc.,  Co.  v.  v.  Chadbourne,  31  Me.  9,  60  Am.  Dec 
Revereomb,  106  Va.  176,  56  S.  E.  680,  641;  Carter  v.  Thurston,  58  N.  H.  104, 
9  L.R.A.(N.S.)  894.  42  Am.  Rep.  684. 

17.  Hooper  t.  Hobson,  57  lie.  273,  19.  Weise  v.  Smitli,  3  Ore.  445,  S 
99  Am.  Dec  769.  Am.  Rep.  621. 

18.  Murray  t.  Preston,  106  Ky.  561,  Note:  aS  L.B.A.  492. 

60  S.  W.  1005,  00  A.  S.  R.  232;  Brown     20.  Smith  v.  Atkins,  110  Ey.  119,  60 
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there  can  be  no  right  in  tibe  absence  of  necessity  to  make  use  of 
private  land,'  and  the  right  to  raft  logs  down  stream  does  not  involve 
the  right  of  booming  them  upon  private  property  for  safe  keeping 
and  storage  where  the  boom  is  not  created  under  any  right  or 
claim  of  right  as  appurtenant  to  navigation.'  The  riparian  owner 
may,  of  course,  grant  a  log  driver  the  right  to  use  his  land  to  facilitate 
or  advance  the  floating  of  the  logs; '  but  a  grant  of  such  a  right  by 
parol  is  a  license  which  is  revocable,  and  would  not  be  valid  as  against 
a  subsequent  grantee  of  the  land.* 

57.  Right  of  Riparian  Owner  to  Natural  Flow  of  Water.— A  ripa- 
rian owner  may  not  only  suffer  injury  to  his  property  as  the  direct 
effect  of  the  striking  of  logs  upon  the  bank  owned  by  him,  but  also 
through  the  interference  with  his  use  of  tiie  water  of  the  stream  Sow- 
ing through  or  along  his  property,  for  it  is  a  general  principle  govern- 
ing the  fnndamental  rights  of  all  riparian  proprietors  that  they  aoe 
entitled  upon  both  navigable  and  unnavigable  streams  in  the  at^ence 
of  grant  license,  or  prescription  limiting  their  rights,  to  have  the 
stream  which  washes  their  lands  flow  as  it  would  by  nature,  without 
material  diminution  or  alteration.  Each  proprietor  may,  therefore, 
insist  that  the  stream  shall  flow  to  his  land  in  the  usual  quantity  at 
its  natural  place  and  height  and  that  it  shall  flow  off  his  land  to  his 
nei^bors  below  in  its  accustomed  place  and  at  its  usual  levdi.*  It 
is  an  unreasonable  detention  of  the  water  to  gather  it  into  reservoirs 
for  future  use  in  a  dry  season,  or  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  greater 
supply  than  the  stream  affords  by  its  natural  flow  in  ordinary  stages, 
or  in  order  that,  by  letting  it  off  occasionally,  a  flood  may  be  obtained 
for  the  purpose  of  floating  logs.*  It  is  not  proper  or  lawful  for  an 
individual  or  corporation,  whether  acting  under  a  franchise  from  the 
state  or  not,  so  to  increase  the  flow  of  a  stream  by  splash  dams  or 
otherwise  as  to  overflow,  flood,  and  damage  the  lands  of  a  riparian 
proprietor,  nor  is  it  lawful  for  such  person  or  corporaticKi,  by  means 
of  dams  or  otherwise,  to  flood  a  stream  and  increase  its  flow  at  a 
season  of  the  year  when  in  its  natural  state  it  is  not  c€q>able  of  float- 

S.  W.  930,  22  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1619,  96  4.  Smith  v.  AtkinB,  110  Ky.  119,  60 

A.  S.  R.  424,  53  L.R.A.  790;  Monroe  S.  W.  930,  22  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1619,  96 

MiU  Co.  V.  Menzel,  35  Wash.  487,  77  A.  S.  R.  424,  53  L.RA.  700;  Loniuui 

Pae.  813,  192  A.  S.  R.  905,  70  UK^.  v.  BenBon,  8  Mich.  18)  77  Am.  Dee. 


2.  Lorman  v.  Benson,  8  Mich.  18,  77  905,  70  L.R.A.  272;  Kalama  Electric 
Am.  Dec.  435.  Light,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Kalama  Driving  Co., 

3.  Mitchell  v.  Lea  Lumber  Co.,  43  48  Wash.  612,  94  Pao.  469,  125  A.  S. 
Wash.  195,  86  Pae.  405,  10  Ann.  Caa.  R.  948,  22  LtR.A.(N.S.)  641. 


272. 

Notes:  123  A.  S.  R.  266;  134  A.  S. 
R.  256  ;  3  L.R.A.  408. 
1.  Note:39L.R.A.  492. 


435. 

5.  See  Waters. 

6.  Monroe  Mill  Co.  v.  Menzel,  38 
Wash.  487,  77  fac.  813,  102  A.  S.  R. 


Notes:  64  L.R^.  983  et  seq.:  35 
L.R.A.(N.8.)  824  et  seq. 
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ing  logs  or  ot^er  articles  of  commerce,  so  sb  to  overflow  the  banks 
of  the  stream,  or  injure  or  damage  the  lands  of  another.'  Such  pro- 
cedure is  equally  unlawful  where  the  damages  sustained  result  not 
from  irregular  and  unexpected  freshets  created  by  the  sudden  release 
of  water  through  splash  dams,  but  are  caused  by  an  int^ruption  <tf  the 
natural  flow  of  the  stream  depriving  a  riparian  owner  of  the  necessary 
water  which  he  is  entitled  to  use  for  the  creation  of  power  for  business 
purposes,*  and  the  same  rule  applies  in  the  case  of  a  stream  navigable 
at  all  times.^  The  courts  of  some  states  have,  however,  refused  to 
follow  the  rule  heretofore  outlined  if  it  is  found  unfitted  to  the  radi- 
cally different  conditions  existing  in  the  state,  so  that  its  application 
will  work  a  wrong  and  hardship  rather  than  betterment  and  good, 
and  a  riparian  owner  has  been  held  to  have  the  right  to  impound 
the  storm  and  flood  waters  of  a  stream  for  the  purpose  of  floating  logs, 
especially  where  the  effect  of  his  dam  and  reservoir  is  to  increase  the 
ilow  of  water  to  a  lower  riparian  property  p^**  Moreover,  it  has  been 
declared  that  a  riparian  owner  has  no  right  of  action  for  incidental 
injuria  to  his  land  by  the  washing  away  of  the  soil  of  the  banks  and 
bottom  of  a  stream  due  to  the  increased  flow  of  water  at  certain  times 
occasioned  by  a  dam  erected  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  driving 
of  logs,"  for  streams  that  are  public  highways  in  their  natural  state 
may  be  improved  by  any  appropriate  means  whenever  tiiis  can  be 
done  without  the  taking  of  private  property,  or  such  injury  as  will 
be  equivalent  thereto.^^  A  stream  that  is  not  naturally  a  public  high- 
way cannot  be  made  such  by  artificial  means,  without  first  acquiring 
the  rights  of  the  riparian  proprietors,^'  and  a  stream  adapted  to  a 


7.  Washburn  v.  St.  Joe  Imp.  Co.,  19 
Idnho  30, 113  Pac.  92,  35  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
824;  Thunder  Bay  River  Booming  Co. 
r.  Speeehly,  31  Mich.  336, 18  Am.  Rep. 
184;  Witheral  v.  Mtu^^n  Booming 
Co.,  68  Mich.  48,  36  N.  W.  758,  13  A. 
S.  R.  325;  Carlson  v.  St.  Louis  River 
Dam,  etc.,  Co.,  73  Minn.  128,  75  N.  W. 
1044,  72  A.  S.  R.  610,  41  L.R.A.  371 
and  note;  Eamra  v.  Nonnand,  SO  Ore. 
9,  91  Pbc.  448,  126  A.  S.  R.  698,  11 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  290;  Trullinger  v.  Howe, 
53  Ore.  219,  97  Pao.  548,  99  Pac.  880, 
22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  545. 

Notes:  59  Am.  Dee.  220;  134  A.  S. 
R.256  ;70L.B.A.  272. 
Note:35L.R.A.(N.S.)  832. 

8.  Koopman  v.  Bloogett,  70  Mich. 
610,  38  N.  W.  649,  14  A.  S.  R.  527; 
Kalama  Electrie  Light,  etc.,  Co.  v. 
Kalama  Driving  Co.,  ^  Wash.  612, 
94  Pac.  469,  125  A.  S.  B.  948,  22 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  641. 
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Notes:  64  UR.A.  983  et  acq.;  -35 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  824etseq. 

9.  Monroe  Mill  Co.  r.  Menzel,  35 
Wash.  487,  77  Pac.  813,  102  A.  S.  R. 
906,  70  L.R.A.  272. 

Note:  35  L.R.A.(N.S.)  826. 

10.  San  Joaquin,  etc.,  Canal,  et«.. 
Co.  T.  Fresno  Flume,  etc.,  Co.,  158  Cal. 
626,  U2  Pac.  182,  35  LJl.A.(N.S.) 
832. 

11.  Brooks  V.  Cedar  Brook,  etc., 
Imp.  Co.,  82  Me.  17,  19  Atl.  87,  17  A. 
8.  R.  459,  7  L.R.A.  460. 

Note:  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  832  et  seq. 

12.  Brooks  v.  Cedar  Brook,  etc. 
Imp.  Co.,  82  Me.  17,  19  AtL  87,  17 
A.  S.  R.  469,  7  L.R.A.  460. 

Note:  71  A.  S.  R.  511. 

13.  La  Veine  v.  Stack-Qibbs  Lnra- 
her  Co.,  17  Idaho  61, 104  Pac  666, 134 
A.  S.  R.  253;  Kamm  t.  Nonnand,  60 
Ore.  9,  91  Pac.  448,  126  A.  S.  R.  608, 
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limited  degree  of  floatage  cannot  have  its  capacity  increased  by 
artificial  means  so  as  to  make  it  a  highway  for  floatage  from  all 
quarters,  nor  subjected  to  burdens  from  distant  localities,  Ite  use 
should  be  confined  to  the  necessities  of  the  region  through  which  it 
flowa'^  But  if  a  person,  for  the  purpose  of  sluicing  logs,  builds  a 
dam  across  a  river,  whereby  the  water  is  obstructed  and  overflows 
another's  land  during  certain  months  of  ea^  year,  the  continued 
adverse  use  of  the  dam  during  those  mouths  of  each  year  for  a 
period  equal  to  the  statutory  period  of  prescription  has  been  held 
sufficient  to  create  an  easement  by  prescription  in  the  landowner's 
premises  during  such  months.^* 

IX.  Obstruction  of  Stkbams 

7n  Qmeral 

58.  Right  of  Riparian  Owners  to  Build  and  Maintain  Dams. — ^Th« 
right  of  floatage  of  logs  down  a  sb^eam  the  banks  and  bed  of  which 
belong  to  the  riparian  owners  has  been  sustained  as  necessary  for  the 
proper  development  of  the  resources  of  the  country,  and  so  where  the 
public  needs  require  it,  such  streams  have  been  subjected  to  the  public 
easement."  There  are,  however,  other  purposes  for  which  a  floatable 
stream  is  useful  in  the  conduct  of  the  business  of  the  country,  par- 
ticularly in  the  development  of  water  power,  and  it  has  been  held  that 
in  the  case  of  a  stream  which  is  valuable  for  the  floatage  of  loose  logs, 
but  not  for  navigation  in  any  more  enlarged  sense,  it  cannot  be  said 
that  the  right  of  such  floatage  is  so  far  paramount  to  the  use  of  the 
water  for  machinery  and  other  valuable  purposes  as  to  require  the 
sacrifice  of  the  latter  to  the  former,*'  and  the  public  in  exercising  its 
rights  in  sudi  a  stream  must  do  so  with  unusual  care  so  as  not  to 
interfere  with  those  of  the  riparian  owner.*^  Customarily,  however, 
the  courts  impose  upon  the  respecUve  parties  merely  the  duty  of 
exercising  reasonable  care.  The  right  to  obtain  water  power  from  a 
stream  for  milling  purposes  and  the  right  to  use  the  stream  for  floatage 
of  logs  modify  each  other,  and  though  the  exercise  of  each  may  render 
the  other  less  valuable,  there  is  no  ground  for  complaint  if  the  use 
is  considerate  and  reasonable.  A  navigable  stream  may  be  used  for 
both  milling  and  log  purposes  in  a  reasonable  manner,  notwithstand- 
ing such  uses  may  mutually  interfere  vrith  and  injure  each  other,*** 

11  L.R.A.(N.8.)  290.  And  see  rapia,  17.  Blaekman  t.  Hanldin,  164  AU. 
par.  47.  and  infra,  par.  71  at  seq.      337,  51  So.  23,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  670. 

14.  Koopman  v.  Blodgett,  70  Mich.     Note:  22  L.B.A.(N.S.)  545. 
610.  38  N.  W.  649, 14  A  S.  R.  627.        18.  Miller  v.  State,  124  Temi.  293, 

16.  Swan  v.  Uuneh,  65  Minn.  500,  137  S.  W.  760,  Ann.  Gas.  19120  1086, 
67  N.  W.  1022,  60  A.  B.  B.  491  and  35  L.R.A.(N.S.)  407. 
note,  35  L3A.  743.  19.  Crookston  Waterwo^  etc.,  Co. 

16.  See  snpra,  par.  45  at  seq.  v.  Sprafue,  91  Minn.  461,  98  N.  W. 
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and  it  has  been  held  that  a  ''reasonable  manner"  for  floatage  purposes 
means  such  a  use  as  will  not  destroy  or  impair  the  common  law  or 

constitutional  rights  of  a  prior  mill  operator.  It  does  not  mean  an 
illegal  use.*"  Just  what  is  a  reasonable  use  will  of  course  depend 
upon  the  circumstances  of  each  particular  case.'  The  dam  owner 
or  proprietor  must  not  materially  affect  or  abridge  the  public  right 
tp  floatage.  The 'rights  of  each  must  be  exercised  with  due  regard 
to  the  existence  of  tiie  other.  The  right  of  passage  is,  to  some  extent, 
nec^sarily  the  dominant  rigbt,  because  it  is  the  right  to  move  on 
or  by.  It,  in  the  nature  of  tMn^,  cannot  be  exercised  unless  the  other 
temporarily  yields  to  it,  but  it  is  not  an  exclusive  right,  and  must 
not  be  usurping,  excessive  or  unreasonable.*  It  is  generally  held  that 
the  owner  of  the  soil  over  which  a  floatable  stream  whi(^  is  not  techni- 
cally navigable  passes  has  the  right  to  build  a  dam  across  and  erect 
a  mill  thereon  provided  he  furnishes  a  convenient  and  suitable  sluice 
or  passageway  for  the  public  by  or  through  his  erections.*  It  is 
therefore  clear  that  the  dam,  although  it  may  be  to  some  extent  an 
obstruction  to  the  use  of  a  floatable  stream,  is  not  per  se  a  nuisance 
or  unlawful  structure,*  but  a  dam  which  constitutes  an  unreasonable 
obstruction  to  the  right  of  floatage  by  reason  of  the  failure  of  the 
owner  to  provide  suitable  sluices  to  allow  logs  floated  down  to  pass 
around  or  through  the  dam  is  a  public  nuisance.^  In  some  jurisdic- 
tions, it.  is  expressly  held  that  a  riparian  owner  cannot  build  a  dam 
across  a  technically  navigable  stream  for  any  purpose  without  legis- 
lative consent* 

59.  Sufficiency  of  Passage  Afforded  for  Logs.— What  constitutes 
a  sufficient  means  of  passage  over  or  Uirough  a  dam  must  depend 

347,  99  N.  W.  420,  103  A.  S.  R.  525,  3.  Blackman  t.  Mauldin,  164  Ala. 

64  L.E A.  977;  Connecticut  River  Lum-  337,  51  So.  23,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  670; 

ber  Co.  v.  Olcott  Falls  Co.,  65  N,  H.  Lancey  v.  Clifford,  54  Me.  487,  92  Am. 

290,  21  Atl.  1090, 13  L.R.A.  826;  Burke  Dec.  561;  Crookston  Waterworks,  etc. 

County  T.  Catawba  Lumber  Co.,  116  Co.  v.  Spra^e,  91  Minn.  461,  98  N. 

N.  C.  731,  21  S.  E.  941,  47  A.  S.  R.  W.  347,  99  N.  W.  420,  103  A.  S.  R. 

829;  Pickens  v.  Coal  River  Boom,  etc.,  525,  64  L.R.A.  977;  Connecticut  River 

Co.,  51  W.  Va.  445,  41  S.  E.  400,  90  Lumber  Co.  v.  Olcott  Palls  Co.,  65  N. 

A.  S.  R.  819.  H.  290,  21  At!.  1090,  13  L.R.A.  826; 

Note:  22  L.RA.(N.S.)  545  et  seq.  Trullinger  v.  Howe,  53  Ore.  219,  97 

20.  Pickens  v.  Coal  River  Boom,  etc.,  Pac.  548,  99  Pac.  880,  22  LJl.A.(N.S.) 

Co.,  51  W.  Va.  445,  41  S.  E.  400,  90  545  and  note;  Gaston  v.  Mace,  33  W. 

A.  S.  R.  819.  Va.  14,  10  S.  E.  60,  25  A.  S.  R.  848 

1.  Lancey  v.  Clifford,  54  Me.  487,  92  and  note,  5  L.R.A.  392. 

Am.  Dec.  561;  Crookston  Waterworks,      Note:  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  645  et  seq. 
etc.,  Co.  V.  Sprague,  91  Minn.  461,  98      4.  Trullinger  v.  Howe,  53  Ore.  219, 

N.  W.  347,  99  N.  W.  420, 103  A.  S.  R.  97  Pao.  548,  99  Pac.  880,  22  L.R.A. 

525,  64  L.R.A.  977.  (N.S.)  545  and  note. 

2.  Trullinger  v.  Howe,  53  Ore.  219,  5.  Gaston  v.  Mace,  33  W.  Va.  14, 
97  Pac.  548,  99  Pac.  880,  22  L.R.A.  10  S.  E.  60,  25  A.  S.  R.  848,  5  hJLA. 
(N.S.)  545  and  note.  392. 

Note:  6  L.R.A.  393.  6.  Note:  5  L.E.A.  393. 
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upon  the  conditions  of  each  particular  case,'  but  it  has  been  held  that 
the  passage  is  sufficient  if  the  dam  is  provided  with  a  slope  over  which 
rafts  in  which  logs  are  formed  can  go  without  greater  inconvenience 
or  danger  to  the  logs,  or  those  in  charge  of  them,  than  is  ordinarily 
incident  to  the  navigation  of  the  stream.^  And  a  mill  owner  who, 
at  the  time  of  constructing  a  dam,  has  made  a  sufficient  sluiceway 
for  the  passage  of  all  logs  which  the  stream  will  float  in  its  natural 
condition  cannot  afterwards  be  compelled  to  enlar^  the  capacity  of 
the  sluice,  in  order  to  make  it  suffident  for  the  floating  of  a  larger 
quantity  of  logs  which  a  log  owner,  under  a  charter  from  the  legis- 
lature, has  made  tiie  stream  capi^le  of  floating  by  the  removal  of 
obstructions  therein,  and  the  use  of  dams.*  And  this  rule  has  been 
applied  even  where  the  owner  of  the  dam  assisted  in  the  acts  from 
which  the  increased  capacity  arose.*®  On  the  other  hand,  it  has  been 
held  that  a  dam  across  a  floatable  stream  is  unlawful  where  it  is  con- 
structed with  a  perpendicular  breast-,  without  apron  or  sluiceway  for 
the  passage  of  logs,  and  the  water  must  rise  a  foot  or  two  higher  than 
is  necessary  to  float  logs  in  the  stream,  to  carry  them  over  the  dam." 
And  in  some  cases  the  dam  owner  has  been  required  not  only  to  con- 
struct the  dam  with  sufficient  sluiceways  to  permit  the  free  passage  of 
logs,  but  also  to  equip  the  dam  with  piling  or  piers  to  which  sheer 
booms  may  be  attached,  or  other  means  by  which  the  logs  may  be 
directed  to  tiie  sluiceways.** 

60.  Effect  of  Statute  or  Contract  on  Respective  Rights. — The  use 
of  streams  is  sometimes  regulated  by  statutes  which  provide  that 
streams  of  sufficient  size  for  the  floating  of  lo^  are  public  highways 
so  far  as  to  prevent  obstructions  to  the  free  passage  of  logs  and  tunber 
down  them  and  also  make  provision  for  the  manner  in  which  dams 
shall  be  erected.  The  decisions  under  such  statutes  have  been  based 
upon  tiie  same  general  principles  as  have  already  been  outlined,** 
and  BO  statutes  relating  generally  to  the  right  of  erecting  mills  and 
dams  do  not  excuse  or  justify  the  erection  of  a  dam  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  interrupt  or  destroy  ths  public  eaaraaent  or  right  of  way  in  the 


7.  CFCK^ston  Waterwoifa,  etc,  Co.     10.  Koopman  v.  Blodgett,  70  Mich. 
V.  Sprague,  91  Minn.  461,  98  N.  W.  610,  38  N.  W.  649,  14  A.  S.  B.  527. 
347,  99  N.  W.  420,  103  A.  S.  B.  525,     11.  Trollinger  v.  Howe,  53  Ore.  219, 
64  L.B.A.  977.  97  Pac.  548,  99  Pac  880,  22  L.R.A. 

8.  Miller  ?.  State.  124  Tenn.  293, 137  (N.S.)  545  and  note. 

S.  W.  760,  Ann.  Cfaa.  1912D  1086,  35     12.  Crookston  Waterworks,  etc.,  Co. 

LJl.A.(N.S.)  407.  v.-Sprague,  91  Minn.  461,  98  N.  W. 

Notes:  3  L.B.A  408,  809  ;  22  L.R.A.  347,  99  N.  W.  420,  103  A.  S.  R.  525, 

(N.S.)  545.  64  L.aA.  977. 

0.  Stratton  v.  Carrier,  81  Me.  497,     Note:  22  L.R.A.(K.S.)  546. 
17  Atl.  679,  3  L.R.A.  809.  13.  Coyne  v.  Mississippi,  etc.,  Boom 

Notes:  14  A.  S.  R.  533;  6  LJtA.  Co.,  72  Minn.  533,  75  N.  W.  748,  71 

393  ;  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  547.  A.  S.  B.  508,  41  L.R.A.  494;  Crookston 
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stream  upon  which  it  is  built**  Where,  however,  the  legislature  has 
provided  for  the  creation  of  a  dam,  a  person  acting  pursuant  to  such 
authority  and  in  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  statute  is 
not  liable  for  maintenance  of  a  nuisance  in  obstructiDg  navigation 
on  the  stream.^*  Where  the  stream  is  private  and  therefore  not  sub- 
ject to  the  public  right  of  Soatage  the  riparian  owners  may  of  course 
obstruct  it  by  the  erection  of  dams  without  provision  for  the  passage 
of  logs,'*  but  the  legislature  may  insist  that  this  private  right  give  way 
to  the  public  one  and  require  that  the  stream  be  subjected  to  public 
use,  and  a  riparian  owner's  dams  modified  in  construction  for  that 
purpose,  but  this  can  be  done  only  upon  the  making  of  due  compen- 
sation for  the  rights  usurped  or  taken.''  The  stream  may  likewise 
be  used  if  an  agreement  to  that  end  be  entered  into  between  the  ripa- 
rian owner  and  the  log  driver,  and  where  such  an  agreement  grants  a 
lumberman  the  right  of  passage  in  a  stream  with  the  authority  to 
open  a  bulkhead  and  run  logs  through  the  dam,  for  a  stipulated 
sum,  and  also  upon  agreement  to  repair  and  pay  all  damages  occa- 
sioned by  90  doing,  the  lumberman,  regardless  of  the  express  agree- 
ment to  pay  damages,  is  required  to  exercise  reasonable  care  and 
prudence  in  driving  the  logs,  and,  therefore,  the  provision  in  the  agree- 
ment will  be  construed  as  covering  only  such  damages  as  might  arise 
as  a  natural  consequence  to  the  careful  use  of  the  dam  under  the  agree- 
ment, and  an  action  in  trespass  for  damages  aside  from  the  action  on 
the  contract  may  be  brought  where  special  damage  had  been  caused 
by  culpable  carelessness.** 

61.  Prescriptive  Right  to  Build  Dam. — The  rule  is  recognised  uni- 
versally that  no  right  to  maintain  a  public  nuisance  can  be  acquired 
by  lapse  of  time,*'  and  as  a  dam  constituting  an  obstruction  to  a 
navigable  stream  is  a  public  nuisance  it  follows  that  the  lapse  of  time 
during  which  a  dam  has  been  used  across  a  floatable  stream  by  a 
riparian  owner  can  give  no  prescriptive  right  to  such  use  as  against 
and  to  the  prejudice  of  the  public  use.**  If  the  law  was  otherwise, 
in  many  parts  of  the  United  States,  the  public  would  necessarily  lose 
the  use  of  many  floatable  streams  in  which  riparian  owners  have  k^t 
up  dams  for  more  than  twenty  years  before  the  public  had  any  ooca»on 
to  float  logs  down  them,  because  the  banks  of  the  stream  remained 
unsettied,  and  the  timber  on  such  stream,  therefore,  entirely  uncut 

Waterworks,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Spragne,  91  17.  Morgan  v.  Bang,  36  N.  Y.  454, 

Minn.  461,  98  N.  W.  347,  99  N.  W.  420,  91  Am.  Dec.  58.   And  see  supra,  par. 

103  A.  S.  R.  525,  64  UR.A.  977.  .  51. 

14.  Treat  v.  Lord,  42  Me.  552,  66  18.  Dean  v.  McLean,  48  Vt.  412,  21 
Am.  Dec.  298.   And  see  supra,  par.  58.  Am.  Rep.  130. 

15.  Pound  V.  Turck,  95  U.  S.  459,  19.  Note:  17  Ann.  Cas.  789  et  seq. 
24  D.  S.  (L.  ed.)  526.  And  see  Nuisances. 

16.  Murray  v.  Preston,  106  Ky.  661.  20.  OJive  v.  State,  86  AJa.  88,  6  So. 
50  S.  W.  1095,  90  A.  S.  R.  232.  And  653, 4  L.R.A.  33 ;  Blaekman  t.  Mauldin, 
see  supra,  par.  47,  53.  164  Ala.  337,  51  So.  23,  27  LJt.A. 
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The  riparian  owner  of  such  dam  can  never  acquire  by  prescription 
an  exclusive  right  to  the  use  of  audi  stream,  as  if  it  were  a  private 
stream,  as  against  the  public*  It  is  the  gederal  rale  that  prescription 
is  DO  defense  to  a  proceeding  to  abate  sadh  nuisance  ei^er  by  the 
public  authorities  or  a  private  individual,  but  in  a  few  jurisdictions 
it  has  been  held  that  as  against  an  individual  the  right  to  maintain 
the  nuisance  may  be  acquired  by  prescription.'  Regardless  of  whether 
the  right  to  impede  or  interfere  with  navigation  can  be  acquired  by 
prescription  or  adverse  user,  it  is  clear  that  one  who,  in  maintaining 
a  dam  across  a  floatable  stream,  has  always  intended  to  construct  it 
so  that  logs  could  go  over  it  cannot  set  up  a  prescriptive  right  to 
obstruct  t^e  public  use  of  the  stream^  although  tiie  dam  has  existed 
more  than  twenty  years.'  Ri^ts  acquired  by  preecription  are 
measured  strictly  by  the  extent  of  the  user  during  the  prescriptive 
period,  and  when  a  dam  has  been  maintained  at  a  certain  height 
during  a  portion  of  the  period,  and  at  a  greater  h^ght  during  the 
remainder  thereof,  the  only  right  acquired  is  the  right  to  maintain 
it  at  the  lesser  height.  Similarly,  the  maintenance  of  a  dam  whidbt 
does  not  constitute  a  public  nuisance  for  the  prescriptive  period  gives 
no  right  to  maintain  one  which  is  a  public  nuisance.^ 

62.  Bridges  and  Otiier  Obstructions. — ^The  rule  applicable  to  t^e 
rights  of  riparian  owners  and  timber  drivers  as  to  dams  is  equally  ap- 
plicable to  the  rights  of  persons  lawfully  building  bridges  and  those 
floating  logs  and  such  persons  must  exercise  their  respective  rights  in  a 
reasonable  manner.*  Kavigal^e  or  floatable  streams  being  highways, 
bridges  constructed  over  them  which  by  interponng  a  barrier  to  float- 
ing lo.E^s  practically  prevent  their  use  for  this  purpose  are  unlawful 
obstructions  and  nuisances,  and  this  is  true  although  the  authority  to 
build  a  bridge  has  been  granted,  but  the  character  not  specified.*  In 
Fome  cases  the  authority  to  build  is  coupled  with  the  qualification  that 
the  bridge  when  erected  shall  not  impede  or  obstruct  the  navigation  of 
the  stream,  but  regardless  of  such  qualification  the  bridge  must  not 
unreasonably  obstruct  the  navigation  of  the  stream  for  log  driving, 
although  naturally  it  may  in  some  degree  impair  or  render  navigation 
more  difiicult  Whether  navigation  has  been  unreasonably  and  unnec- 

(N.S.)  670;  Gaston  v.  Mace,  33  W.  Va.  3.  Truliinger  v.  Howe,  63  Ore.  219, 

14,  10  S.  E.  60,  25  A.  S.  R.  848,  5  97  Pae.  548,  99  Pac.  880,  22  L.R.A. 

L.R.A.  392.  (N.S.)  545. 

Note:  70  LJl.A.  272.  4.  Ireland  v.  Bowman,  130  Kv.  153, 

1.  Gaston  v.  Maee,  33  W.  Va,  14,  113  S.  W.  56, 17  Ann.  Ca3.  786. 

10  S.  E.  60,  25  A.  S.  R.  848,  5  L.R.A.  5.  Atlee  v.  Northwestern  Union 
392.  Packet  Co.,  21  Wall.  389,  22  U.  S. 

2.  Ireland  v.  Bowman,  130  Ky.  153,  (L.  ed.)  619. 

113  S.  W.  56,  17  Ann.  Caa.  786  and      Note:  38  L.R.A.(N.S.)  115. 
note  (stating  the  general  role,  but     6.  Burke  County  v.  Catawba  Lumber 
holding  that  the  contraiy  view  obtains  Co.,  116  N.  C.  731,  21  S.  £.  941,  47 
in  Kentucky).  A.  S.  R  829. 
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eesarily  impaired'  or  obstructed  is  a  question  of  fact  to  be  deter- 
mined from  the  evidence  in  the  case.  The  degree  of  care  and  diligence 
required  in  creating  a  brid^  is  of  course  lessened  where  the  stream 
over  which  it  was  erected  is  not  a  public  highway.'  Cities  or  towns 
have  no  right  to  obstruct  pubhc  highways  imless  they  are  given  the 
right  to  do  so  or  the  duty  is  imposed  upon  them  by  statute,  and,  there- 
fore, a  town  is  liable  in  damages  to  one  specially  injured  by  the 
obstruction  of  a  stream  by  a  brid^  erected  by  such  town.^  Where 
a  railroad  company  builds  its  grade  and  track  along  the  course  of  a 
stream,  crossing  it  from  time  to  time  and  utilizing  a  bank  of  the 
stream  for  its  grade,  it  is  chargeable  with  notice  of  the  navigability 
of  such  stream,  for  the  floating  of  logs  and  other  articles  of  com- 
merce, and  of  the  natural  conditions  of  the  country,  and  the  fact 
that  the  stream  is  subject  to  periods  of  high  water,  freshets,  and  floods, 
and  must  so  build  its  grade  and  road  as  not  unreasonably  to  impede 
or  obstruct  the  navigation  of  such  stream,  and  in  so  doing  it  must  take 
notice  of  the  fact  that  floatable  commodities  are  liable  at  times  to 
strike  the  banks  of  the  stream,  and  cause  abrasions  of  the  bank,  and 
must  accordingly  guard  and  protect  its  roadbed  built  along  such 
banks.* 

63.  Right  to  Force  Way  Past  Obstruction. — Public  streams  are 
subject  to  the  general  rule  that  public  highways  afford  an  equal 
right  to  each  citizen  to  their  reasonable  use,  and  any  unreasonable 
obstruction  that  prevents  or  hinders  such  use  creates  a  nuisance  in 
the  judgment  of  the  law.*"  The  right  of  a  person  using  a  navigable 
stream  for  the  floating  of  logs  to  force  his  way  past  an  obstruction  is 
governed  by  the  same  role  as  that  affecting  his  rights  on  any  public 
highway.**  In  accordance  with  the  general  rule  that  an  obstruction  of 
a  navigable  stream,  amounting  to  a  common  nuisance,  may  be  abated 
by  any  person  annoyed  thereby,**  it  has  been  held  that  one  driving 
logs  down  a  floatable  stream  is  not  liable  for  injury  to  a  bridge  erected 
by  a  municipality  in  such  manner  as  to  constitute  a  common  nuisance, 
by  the  necessary  use  of  explosives  to  move  logs  which  have  jammed 

7.  Idaho  Northern  B.  Co.  v.  Post  11.  Harold  v.  Jones,  86  Ala.  274,  6 
F^Is  Lumber  Co.,  20  Idaho  695,  119  So.  438,  3  L.R.A.  406;  Gerri^  t. 
Fac.  1098,  38  L.H.A.(N.S.)  U4.  Brown,  61  He.  256,  81  Am.  Dec  569; 

8.  Toell  V.  Marion,  110  Me.  460,  86  Smart  v.  Aroostook  Lumber  Co.,  103 
Atl.  980,  46  L.R.A.(N.S.)  35.  And  Me.  37,  68  AH  627,  14  L.B.A.(N.&) 
see  BiUDOBS,  vol.  4,  p.  197  et  seq.  1083;  Lorman  t.  Benson,  8  Midi.  18, 

9.  Idaho  Northern  R.  Co.  v.  Post  77  Am.  Dec  435.  And  see  Hiohwats, 
Falls  Lumber  Co.,  20  Idaho  695,  119  toL  13,  p.  186  et  seq. 

Pac.  1098,  38  L.R.A.(N.S.)  114.  18.  Mitri<m  v.  Tnell,  111  He.  566, 90 

10.  Harold  V.  Jones,  86  Ala.  274,  5  AtL  484,  51  LJt.A.(N.S.)  U72  and 
So.  438,  3  406;  Smart  v.  note. 

Aroostook  Lumber  Co.,  103  Me.  37,  68     Note:  22  Lil.A.(N.S.)  546. 
AtL  S27,  14  L.B»A.(N.S.)  1083.  And     And  see  Nuibakom;  Waybb. 
■ee  NuiSAHOss. 
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in  the  epaces  between  the  abutments,  if  he  is  careful  to  do  as  little 
injozy  as  is  consistent  with  the  accomplishment  of  his  purpose,  but 
he  is  bound  to  act  within  the  standard  of  due  care.  He  cannot 
wantonly  and  wilfully  do  damage  that  is  unnecessary.^*  A  person 
using  a  stream  as  a  highway  for  transpOTting  logs  is  answerable  for 
wanton  injury  even  in  removing  a  nuisance,"  and  where  a  dam  consti- 
tutes an  improper  obstruction  it  has  been  held  that  one  injured  thereby 
should  proceed,  in  a  proper  manner,  to  have  it  abated.  He  cannot 
overcome  the  obstruction  by  the  accumulation  and  releaang  of  large 
volumes  of  water  which  by  depositing  dirt  and  delms  in  the  mill  race 
prevent  the  use  of  the  mill  for  power  purposes.**  If,  however,  the 
injury  to  a  dam  is  due  to  the  failure  of  the  owner  thereof  to  provide 
proper  passageways  for  the  logs  or  he  is  guilty  of  contributory  negli- 
gence  he  cannot  recover  for  the  damage  sustained  by  a  reasonable  use , 
of  the  stream."  And  so  where  the  failure  to  provide  proper  sluices  or 
passageways  for  logs  to  pass  around  or  through  a  dam  has  caused 
the  logs  to  be  detained  until  by  their  pressure  they  break  t^e  dam 
down,  the  dam  owner  has  no  right  of  recovery  for  damages,  for  the 
injury  will  be  the  result  of  the  illegal  and  improper  obstruction  of 
the  ^eam.*'  And  tiie  fact  that  the  logs  did  accumulate  may  be 
taken  as  indicating  clearly  that  there  were  no  sluices  by  which  they 
could  have  passed  through.^*  If  sufficient  passage  is  not  provided  a 
dam  owner  has  no  ground  to  complain  if  one  wishing  to  use  the  stream 
removes  a  portion  of  the  dam  to  effect  a  passage,**  and  a  person  using 
the  stream  for  the  floating  of  logs  may  cut  through  a  bank  of  drift 
stuff  obsbucting  the  old  channel  where  the  one  used  is  out  of  repair, 
although  he  thereby  injures  the  owner  of  the  low»  dam.**^  So  where 
a  proprietor  of  a  stream,  which  the  public  has  a  right  to  use  for  run- 
ning logs,  improperly  obstructs  it  by  a  dam  and  logs,  a  person  whose 
logs  are  thereby  prevented  from  passing  down  the  stream  may  repair 
sluices  running  through  sach  proprietor's  lands,  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  his  logs  by  tlie  dam,  and  may  recover  from  the  proprietor  the 
amount  necessarily  expended  by  him  in  so  doing.* 

13.  Marion  t.  Tnell,  lU  Me.  566,  90  848,  5  L.B.A.  392. 

Atl.  484,  61  IaR.A(N.S.)  U72  and  Note:  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  547. 

note.  18.  Gaston  v.  Mace,  33  W.  Ta.  14, 

14.  Bui^e  County  v.  Catawba  Lnm-  10  S.  E.  60,  25  A  8.  R.  848,  5  L.R.A. 

ber  Co.,  116  N.  C.  731,  21  S.  E.  941,  392. 

47  A.  S.  R.  829.  19.  Treat  v.  Lord,  42  Me.  662,  66 

16.  Trullinger  v,  Howe,  83  Ore.  219,  Am.  Dec.  298. 

97  Pac.  548,  99  Pac.  880,  22  URA.  Note:  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  546. 

(N.S.)  545  and  note.  20.  Dwinei  v.  Vearie,  44  Me.  167,  69 

16.  Note:22L.R.A.(N.S.)&46et8eq.  Am.  Dee.  94. 

17.  Crookston  v.  Waterworks,  etc.,  Note:  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  646. 

Co.  V.  Sprapne.  91  Minn.  461,  98  N.  1.  Brown  v.  Cbadbonme,  31  Me.  9, 

W.  347,  99  N.  W.  420,  103  A.  S.  R.  50  Am.  Deo.  641. 

525.  64  L.R.A.  977;  Gaston  v.  Mace,  Notes:  3  L.R.A.  611;  22  L.R.A. 

33  W.  Vo.  14, 10  S.  E.  60,  25  A.  S.  R-  (N.S.)  646. 
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64.  In  Gen^tL — Considerable  discussion  has  arisen  concerning  the 
right  to  use  booms  in  connection  with  log  floating.  A  log  boom  ia 
employed  for  the  purpose  of  catching  and  collecting  logs  floating  down 
stream,  and  has  been  ddined  as  an  artifidal  harbor  for  logs  and 
lumber  of  which  one  side  is  furnished  ordinarily  by  the  natural  bank 
of  the  stream,  and  the  oUier  is  provided  by  the  piers  and  the  timber 
or  other  obstruction  to  the  passage  of  logs  which  connect  the  piers 
together.*  In  view  of  the  fact  that  such  structures  are  frequently  a 
necessary  incident  to  the  floating  of  logs  it  follows  that  unless  pro- 
hibited by  statute,  riparian  owners  may  mtdntoin  booms  in  streams 
which  are  floatable  for  logs  so  long  as  they  do  not  unreasonably 
obetruct  the  navigation  of  the  stream  by  other  persona  or  infringe 
upon  the  rights  of  other  riparian  owners.*  A  riparian  owner  cannot, 
however,  for  his  own  beneflt  solely  and  witiiout  license  or  statute, 
erect  a  pier  or  boom  to  hold  and  retain  rafts  or  logs  so  as  unreasonably 
to  obstruct  a  navigable  stream.*  The  extent  to  which  a  stream  may 
he  used  for  booming  depends  largely  upon  drcurastances,  and  in 
the  case  of  streams  or  rivers  which,  tiiough  navigable  for  steamers, 
are  of  more  value  for  floatage  than  for  any  other  navigation,  the 
necessity  and  convenience  of  this  floatage  must  be  considered  in  any 
rules  laid  down  for  the  public  use  of  the  stream,  and  the  need  of 
booming  facilities  to  render  the  floatage  of  value.  It  may  be  just 
and  reasonable  and  conducive  to  the  best  interests  of  commerce  that 
the  right  of  navigating  such  a  river  ^ould  be  exercised  with  due 
regard  to  the  necessity  for  booming  facilities,  and  the  former  is  not 
so  far  paramount  as  to  render  the  latter  a  nuisance  whenever  and 
wherever  it  encroaches  upon  waters  navigable  by  large  vessels.*  The 
right  to  construct  and  extend  a  boom  carries  with  it  the  right  to  keep 
it  extended  a  reasonable  time,*  and  temporary  sheer  or  guide  booms, 
though  obstructions  to  navigation,  may  be  used,  as  incident  to  the 
reasonable  use  of  a  stream.'  A  navigable  stream  cannot,  however, 
be  converted  into  a  place  of  deporat  for  lop  and  othw  material  so 
as  permanently  to  obstruct  navigation,*  and  the  storing  of  drives 

2.  Powers'a  Appeal,  125  Pa.  St.  176,  v.  Molleu,  176  TJ.  S.  126,  20  S.  Ct.  325, 
17  All.  254, 11  A.  S.  R.  882.  44  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  400;  Harold  v.  Jones, 

3.  Warner  v.  Ford  Lumber,  etc.,  Co.,  86  Ala.  274,  6  So.  438,  3  L.B.A.  406 
123  Ky.  103,  93  S.  W.  650,  12  L.K.A.  and  note. 
(N.S.)  667;  Gerrish  v.  Brown,  61  Me.     Note:  39  L.E.A.  491  et  seq. 


Notes:  39  L.R.A.  491  et  seq.;  28  69  Am.  Dee.  536;  Weise  v.  Smith,  3 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  144  et  seq.  Ore.  445,  8  Am.  Rep.  62L 

4.  Atlee    v.    Northw^tem    Union  7.  Gerrish  v.  Brown,  51  He.  256,  SI 

Packet  Co.,  21  Wall.  389,  22  U.  S.  (L.  Am.  Dec.  569. 


6.  Pound  T.  Torek.  95  U.  S.  459,  24  8.  Gerrish  v.  Brown,  51  Me.  256,  81 
V.  S.  (L.  ed.)  525;  Lindsay,  etc.,  Co.  Am.  Dec.  569;  Smart  v.  Aroostook 
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6.  Graves  t.  Shattuck,  35  N.  H.  267, 


ed.)  619. 


Note:  3  L.R.A.  407. 
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of  uatil  th«y  might  be  manufactured  in  the  usual  course  of 
buanees  by  reason  of  its  persistent  interference  with  the  rights  of 
other  persons  using  the  stream  is  an  unlawful  obstruction.*  The 
person  building  a  boom  must  so  construct  and  locate  it  as  not  to 
interfwe  with  the  rights  of  riparian  owners,  and  he  must  not  locate 
his  boom  in  such  proximity  to  a  riparian  owner's  dam  or  waterfall, 
either  above  or  below,  as  to  render  the  same  materially  less  beneficial 
to  its  owner.***  The  right  to  raft  logs  down  the  stream  does  not 
involve  the  right  of  booming  them  upon  private  property  for  safe 
keeping  and  storage,  any  more  than  the  ri^t  to  travel  a  highway 
justifies  the  leaving  of  wagons  standing  indeflnitely  in  front  of  pri- 
vate dwellings  or  stores.'*  If,  however,  there  is  no  interference  ytitk 
the  rights  of  riparian  proprietors,  persons  using  a  stream  for  log 
driving  may  moor  logs  or  rafts  for  the  purpose  of  making  up  or 
breaking  up  rafts.'* 

65.  Rights  and  Liabilities  of  Boom  Companies  Generally. — ^In  some 
jurisdictions  the  right  of  the  legislature  over  navigable  streams  is 
limited  by  constitutional  provisions  to  the  effect  that  the  legislature 
shall  never  authorize  the  permanent  obstruction  of  navigable  waters, 
but  may  provide  for  the  removal  of  obstructions,  the  power  being, 
however,  saved  to  the  legislature  to  provide  for  the  proper  erection 
of  bridges  and  of  booms  and  chutes  for  logs  so  that  the  safe  passage 
of  vessels  or  logs  shall  not  be  prevented,  under  proper  regulation. 
It  has  been  held  under  such  provision  that  booms  for  logs  which 
prevent  the  speedy  passage  of  rafts  and  logs  down  stream  must  have 
legislative  warrant  for  their  existence  before  they  can  be  constructed. 
This  conclusion  is  in  accordance  with  the  general  principle  that  all 
navigable  waters  are  for  the  use  of  all  the  citizens  and  there  cannot 
lawfully  be  any  exclusive  private  appropriation  of  any  portion  of 
them.'*  It  may  be  stated  generally  that  the  legislative  authority 
to  erect  a  boom  in  a  navigable  river  does  not  go  to  the  extent  of 
permitting  an  unreasonable  interference  with  the  use  of  tiie  stoeam 
for  navigation.'*  Boom  companies  are  quasi  corporations  intended 
to  supply  facilities  to  the  general  public  for  flpatlng  logs,  and  they 
carry  on  under  one  management  on  a  large  scale  the  business  of 

Lumber  Co.,  103  Me.  37,  68  Atl.  627,  12.  Harold  v.  Jones,  86  Ala.  274,  5 

14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1083.  So.  438,  3  L.R.A.  406  and  note;  Davis 

9.  Smart  v.  Aroostook  Lumber  Co.,  v.  Winslow,  51  Me.  264,  81  Am.  Dec. 
103  Me.  37,  68  AtL  627,  14  L.B.A.  573.  For  the  right  of  a.  log  driver  to 
(N.S.)  1083.  attach  a  boom  to  the  property  of  a 

10.  Pickens  v.  Coal  River  Boom,  etc.,  riparian  owner,  see  infra,  par.  65. 
Co.,  51  W.  Va.  445,  41  S.  E.  400,  90     13.  Pascagoula  Boom  Co.  v.  Dixon, 


A.  S.  R.  819. 

11.  Lorman  v.  Benson,  8  Mich.  18, 
77  Am.  Dee.  435. 


77  MiaB..587,  28  So.  724,  78  A.  8.  B. 

537. 

14.  Note:  30  L.R.A.  49a 
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driving  and  rafting  logs  which  would  otherwise  have  to  be  done  by 
individuals.'*  Witii  regard  to  the  righte  and  liabilities  of  sndi  com- 
panies under  their  charters,  it  is  doubtless  true  that  such  charters 
ought  to  be  construed  most  benefi^ally  for  the  public,  and  more 
strictly  against  the  company ;  but  the  construction  must  be  a  reason- 
able one.  The  charters  of  most  private  corporations  are  for  the  pur- 
pose of  private  gain,  and  many  of  them  grant  exclusive  privileges 
in  abridgment  of  individual  right;  but  as  they  are  intended  ^so 
to  subserve  great  public  interests,  they  should  be  so  construed  as  not 
to  defeat  the  purpose  of  their  creation.  A  boom  company  is  intended 
to  serve  not  only  the  private  interests  of  the  corporation,  but  also  the 
interests  of  the  public,  and  especially  of  those  who,  with  rafts,  logs, 
or  lumber,  navigate  the  stream;  it  purposes  to  do  for  them  what 
they  could  in  no  way  do  for  themselves.  While,  therefore,  the  words 
of  the  charter  should  be  construed  witii  some  degree  of  strictness 
for  the  public  protection,  they  should  not  be  construed  to  require 
the  performance  of  what,  in  tbe  nature  of  the  case,  cannot  be  per- 
formed.'* The  authorization  of  the  erectdon  of  a  boom  subject  to 
the  proviso  that  it  shall  be  so  constructed  as  to  allow  free  passage 
between  the  boom  and  the  opposite  shore  for  all  vessels  for  ordi- 
nary purposes  of  navigation  does  not  permit  of  the  erection  of  a 
boom  which  Extends  entirely  across  the  channel  and  completely 
blocks  it,  although  it  has  what  is  termed  a  "trip"  which  may  be 
opened  for  the  passage  of  vessels."  But  where  an  empowering  act 
granted  authority  for  the  construction  of  a  boom  on  the  south  side 
of  a  river  subject  to  l^e  proviso  that  it  should  not  extend  more  than 
half  way  across  and  should  be  so  constructed  as  to  permit  the  safe 
passage  of  rafts,  boats,  logs,  masts,  spars  or  otiier  lumber,  and  not 
impede  the  navigation  of  the  river,  it  was  held  that  while  Uie  perma- 
nent portion  of  the  boom  structure  must  be  limited  to  the  half  of 
the  river  on  the  south  side,  the  company  might  swing  a  sheer  from 
the  north  side  of  the  river,  although  when  the  sheer  was  closed  the 
entire  stream  was  for  the  time  obstructed,  for  if  the  corporation  could 
not  obstruct  the  entire  stream  temporarily  its  boom  would  be  worth- 
less. In  the  same  wdy  a  provision  that  no  lumber  of  any  descrip- 
tion should  be  stopped  except  upon  written  request  must  be  so  con- 

15.  NoBter  v.  Diamond  Match  Co.,  Co.,  109  Pa.  St  57, 1  Atl.  156,  58  Am. 
105  Fed.  567,  44  C.  C.  A.  606,  52  Rep.  708;  West  Branch  Boom  Co.  v. 
LJLA.  950;  Osborne  v.  Knife  Falls  Pennsylvania  Joint  Lumber,  etc,  Co., 
Boom  Corp.,  32  Minn.  412,  21  N.  W.  121  Pa.  St.  143, 15  Atl.  509,  6  A.  S.  R. 
704,  50  Am.  Rep.  590;  Powers's  Ap-  766. 

peal,  125  Pa.  St  175,  17  Atl.  254,  11  17.  United  SUtes  v.  Bellingham  Bay 

A.  S.  R.  882.  Boom  Co.,  176  U.  S.  211,  20  S.  GL 

Notes:  11  A.  S.  R.  885  ;  39  L.R.A.  343,  44  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  437. 

493.  Note:  28  L.R.A.(N.S.)  148. 

16.  Brown  t.  Susquehanna  Boom 

1148 


Digitized  by  Google 


17  B.  C.  L. 


LOGS  AND  TIMBE& 


S  66 


6trued  as  to  permit  of  the  temporary  detention  of  logs  belonging 
to  otiiers  and  destined  for  points  lower  down  on  the  stream,  until 
their  marks  can  be  seen  and  th^r  destination  determined  where 
it  appears  to  be  impracticable  otherwise  to  separate  tixe  company's 
logs  from  those  bdonging  to  others.  So  it  may  be  stated  as  a  gen- 
eral  rule  that' booms  may  be  erected  by  a  person  driving  logs,  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  and  securing  his  own  logs,  although  this 
may  result  in  arresting  the  whole  mass  of  logs  floating  on  the  stream, 
if  the  stoppage  is  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  separating  the  logs 
and  the  right  is  not  unreasonably  exercised.^*  The  ownw  of  a  boom 
has  a  rig^t  of  recovery  against  a  third  person  who  wrongfully  or 
negligently  injures  it.^' 

66.  Liability  for  Extraordinary  Flood  or  Act  of  God. — A  boom  cor- 
poration, bound  by  its  charter  to  use  all  possible  means  for  the  speedy 
removal  of  logs,  is  not  liable  for  the  obstruction  to  navigation  caused 
by  an  unusual  jam  of  logs  in  its  boom  merely  because  it  fails  to 
go  outside  of  its  charter  powers  and  invade  the  territory  of  an  adjoin- 
ing state  by  taking  possession  of  a  lake  there,  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  its  booms  clear.*"  Where  a  boom  company  is  required  by 
its  charter  to  maintain  booms  sufficiently  strong  to  retain  all  the 
lumber  contained  therein,  it  is  liable  for  loss  occasioned  by  insuffi- 
ciency of  its  booms,  but  not  for  unavoidable  dangers  or  inevitable 
accidents.  The  duty  of  the  company  is  discharged  if  its  booms  are 
sufficiently  starong,  as  required  by  the  statute.  It  is  bound  to  secure 
the  logs  destined  for  and  driven  into  its  booms,  and  for  failure  so 
to  do  it  is  held  rigidly  responsible;  but  it  is  not  bound  when  the 
structure  is  destroyed  by  the  act  of  God  to  pursue  and  capture  the 
lumber  upon  the  flood,  under  penalty  of  being  held  responsible  for 
the  loss  of  what  might  possibly  have  been  recovered  in  die  pursuit.^ 
The  extent  of  liability  of  a  person  erecting  a  boom  in  the  event  of 
extraordinary  occurrences  would  be  no  greater  if  the  boom  were  con- 
structed on  a  riparian  owner's  property  under  a  contract  to  maintain 
it,  and  therefore  there  is  not  a  breach  of  the  contract  where  the  boom 
is  washed  away  by  an  unprecedented  flood,  if  due  diligence  is  em- 
ployed in  renewing  it.* 

18.  Nester  v.  Diamond  Match  Co.,  20.  J.  S.  Keator  Lumber  Co.  v.  St. 
105  Fed.  567,  44  C.  C.  A.  606,  52  Croix  Boom  Corp.,  72  Wis.  62,  38  N. 
L.R.A.  950;  Osborne  v.  Knife  FaUa  W.  529,  7  A.  S.  R.  837. 

Boom  Corp.,  32  Minn.  412,  21  N.  W.  1.  Brown  t.  Susquehanna  Boom  Co., 

704,  50  Am.  Rep.  690;  Powers's  Ap-  109  Pa.  St.  57, 1  AtL  156,  58  Am.  Rep. 

peal,  125  Pa.  St.  175,  17  Atl.  254,  11  708. 

A.  6.  R.  882.  Note:  35  L.B.A.(N.S.)  U09. 

Notes:  39  L.R.A.  493  ;  70  L.R.A.  2.  Coleman  t.  HississippL,  etc.,  Boom 

276.  Co.,  114  Minn.  443,  127  N.  W.  192, 

19.  Notes:  39  L.R.A.  492  ;  28  L.R.A.  131  N.  W.  641,  35  L.R.A.(N.S.)  U09. 
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67.  ToIISi  Boomage  and  Lien  Therefor. — As  a  general  principle  it 
may  be  stated  that  the  right  to  impose  tolls  as  a  conaderation  for 
the  completion  of  an  enterprise  intended  to  benefit  the  public  is 
a  right  of  government,'  and  therefore  the  legislature  may  authorize 
the  improvement  of  a  stream  in  a  prescribed  mann^er  for  the  con- 
sideration of  taking  toll  on  the  lumber  and  logs  floated  thereon. 
This  is  conceded  to  the  improvei^  as  a  compensation  for  tibe  benefit, 
in  contemplation  of  law,  which  every  individual  receives  for  an  im- 
proved mode  of  transit  of  person  or  property.  The  legislature  in 
granting  the  franchise  determines  the  question  as  to  wheth^  the 
improvement  is  in  fact  beneficial,  and  ike  question  cannot  be  raised 
by  an  individual  in  contesting  the  right  of  the  company  making 
the  improvements  to  charge  toll.  The  degree  of  i>erfection  in  the 
improvements  made  by  the  company  cannot  be  raised  to  defeat  the 
right  to  toll,  nor  can  the  reasonableness  of  the  tolls  charged  be  ques- 
tioned where  tiie  legislatuire  has  fixed  a  mftTimiiTn  and  the  charge 
made  is  within  such  maximum.^  It  has  been  held,  however,  that 
the  legislature  cannot  provide  for  the  paying  of  toll  on  logs  floating 
on  a  stream  where  it  is  manifest  that  the  act  is  not  passed  to  advance 
the  public  benefit*  The  question  has  been  raised  in  some  cases  as 
to  the  eflfect  upon  the  power  of  the  legislature  of  a  constitutional 
provision  making  a  stream  "a  common  highway,  and  forever  free 
without  any  tax  duty  imposed  or  toll  therefor."  Where  notwithstand- 
ing such  a  provision  tJie  legislature  has  created  a  booming  company 
wif^  the  right  to  control,  collect  and  distribute  logs,  and  to  charge 
boomage  therefor,  it  has  been  held  that  the  creation  of  such  a  corpora- 
tion did  not  violate  the  provision  that  the  stream  should  remain  a  com- 
mon highway  and  free  forever,  as  it  did  not  prevent  the  use  of  the 
stream  as  such,  but  merely  regulated  the  use  of  the  same  for  the 
common  benefit.  Nor  is  the  franchise  to  charge  boomage  in  conflict 
with  the  prohibition  of  tolls,  as  the  boomage  is  not  charged  for  the  use 
of  the  river  but  to  compensate  the  company  for  its  outlay  in  creating 
and  maintaining  the  works  which  the  legislature  deemed  proper  to 
facilitate  the  common  use  of  the  stream  as  also  to  compensate  it 
for  such  care  and  control  as  it  is  its  duty  to  exercise  over  the  logs 

3.  Wadsworth  v.  Smith,  11  Me.  278,  Notes:  33  L.R.A.  182;  67  L.R.A.  837 

26  Am.  Dec.  525;  Nelson  v.  Cheboygan  et  seq. 

Nav.  Co.,  44  Mich.  7,  6  N.  W.  998,  38  And  see  Franchises,  vol.  12,  pp. 

Am.  Rep.  222;  Osborne  v.  Knife  Falls  200,  210,  211. 

Boom  Corp.,  32  Minn.  412,  21  N.  W.  .  4.  Genesee-Fork  Imp.  Co.  v.  Ives, 

704,  50  Am.  Rep.  590 ;  Hntton  r.  "Webb,  144  Pa.  St.  U4,  22  Atl.  887, 13  L.B.A. 

124  N.  C.  749.  126  N.  C.  897,  33  S.  E.  427. 

169,  36  S.  E.  341,  59  L.R.A.  33;  Note :  33  L.R. A.  182, 183. 

Genesee-Fork  Imp.  Co.  v.  Ives,  144  5.  Hutton  v.  Webb,  124  N.  C.  749, 

Pa.  St.  114,  22  Ati.  887,  13  L.B.A.  126  N.  C.  897,  33  S.  E.  169,  36  S.  B. 


427. 


.-^41,  59  L.R.A.  33. 
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coming  ffitbin  its  chartered  limit.*  Where  boomage  ia  charged 
for  the  services  indicated,  the  right  to  collect  cannot  be  defeated  upon 
the  ground  that  the  person  charged  derived  no  benefit  and  did  not 
need  the  company's  booms,  for  B3  the  stream  is  a  public  highway 
such  person  is  not  entitled  to  its  exclusive  use.  The  interest  of  all 
using  the  river  for  floating  logs  must  be  considered.  It  is  mani- 
fest that  unless  the  mass  of  intermingled  logs  can  be  stopped  at 
the  proper  place,  so  as  to  enable  those  whose  interest  demands  it  to 
s^arate  their  logs  from  the  mass,  they  are  virtually  deprived  of  the 
use  of  the  river,  and  in  fact  none  can  use  it  to  advantage  except 
those  whose  logs  are  to  be  run  to  tJie  end  of  the  river.  On  tlie 
other  hand,  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  persons  lower  down  upon 
the  stream  that  their  log*-should  run  on  without  stoppage  or  delay. 
In  ttiis  conflict  of  interest  the  company*s  works  are  intended  by  the 
legislatore  to  render  practicable  the  enjoyment  of  the  common  right 
of  navigation;  to  reconcile,  as  far  as  may  be,  the  exercise  of  some- 
what inconsistent  rights  to  the  use  of  the  river;  in  a  word,  to  enable 
all  to  float  their  logs  loose  and  intermingled,  as  they  must  do,  and 
at  the  same  time  preserve  and  secure  the  reasonable  rights  of  all.^ 
It  would  seem,  however,  that  if  a  raft  is  impelled  by  the  winds  and 
current  with  a  boom  against  the  will  of  the  owner,  who  wiUiout 
delay  in  a  reasonable  time  proceeds  to  get  it  clear  from  the  boom, 
the  owner  is  not  liable  to  pay  boomage.*  So  it  has  been  held  that 
a  boom  company  is  not  entitled  to  boomage  charges  upon  all  Ic^ 
ttiat  pass  down  the  river  through  its  boom  where  it  performs  no 
service  in  connection  with  such  logs  and  they  do  not  impede  the 
drive  of  other  logs  belonging  to  the  company,*  and  a  statute  has  been 
held  unconstitutional  in  depriving  persons  of  property  witiiout  due 
process  of  law,  which  authorizes  rafting  companies  formed  under  it, 
without  any  necessity  arising  from  the  obstruction  of  their  own  busi- 
ness, to  assume  the  control  and  management  of  the  logs  of  uncon- 
senting  parties  which  are  being  floated  on  public  waters,  and  to  enforce 
compensation  against  the  logs  for  thus  controlling  and  managing 
th&m,  since  under  such  statute  the  corporation,  or  its  agents,  must 
of  necessity  determine  when  the  case  arises  which  justifies  assuming 
such  control,  assessing  diarges,  and  ^forcing  payment  thereof  by 
aale.^*  As  incident  to  the  right  to  charge  boomage  a  lien  upon  the 

8.  Lindsay,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Mullen,  176  Corp.,  32  Minn.  412,  21  N.  W.  704, 

U.  S.  126,  20  S.  Ct.  325,  44  U.  S.  50  Am.  Rep.  590. 

(Lu  ed.)  400;  Osborne  v.  Knife  Falls  Note:  67  L.R.A.  838. 

Boom  Corp.,  32  Minn.  412,  21  N.  W.  8.  Chase  v.  Dwinal,  7  Qreenl.  (Me.) 

704,  50  Am.  Rep.  590;  J.  S.  Keator  134,  20  Am.  Dee.  352. 

Lumber  Co.  v.  St.  Croix  Boom  Corp.,  9.  Note:  67  L.R.A.  837. 

72  Wis.  62,  38  N.  W.  529,  7  A.  S.  B.  10.  Ames  v.  Port  Huron  Log  Driv- 


837. 


ing,  etc.,  Co.,  11  Mich.  139,  83  Am. 


7.  Osborne  v.  Knife  Falls  Boom  Dee.  781. 
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logs  for  services  rendered  is  sometimes  granted,  and  vhen  the  state 

provides  for  inspection  Eind  sealing  by  a  state  official,  his  costs  may 
be  made  a  lien  upon  the  logs  in  the  control  of  the  booming  company, 
wheth^  the  services  were  performed  for  the  owners  of  the  logs  so 
held  or  otherwise,  for  his  dealings  are  with  the  boom  company  as 
pc^sessor  of  the  logs.^'  In  an  action  for  boomage,  the  existence  of 
the  booming  company  being  denied  upon  the  ground  of  forfeiture 
of  its  charter  for  nonuser,  it  appears  that  money  expended  in  erect- 
ing a  boom,  by  the  owner  of  the  charts  authorizing  him  to  construct 
it,  is  presumed  to  have  been  expended  under  such  charter.  The  law 
infers  that  it  became  corporate  property,  and  parol  evidence  is  admis- 
sible to  show  that  it  was  constructed  by  the  corporation.^' 

68.  Booms  Authorized  by  Statute  as  l^uisances. — Frequently  the 
authority  to  construct  booms  is  conferred  by  the  granting  of  a  char- 
ter to  a  corporation,  and  in  determining  the  status  of  a  boom  con- 
structed by  such  a  company,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  there  are 
two  classes  of  nuisances,  public  and  private.  A  nuisance  is  public 
when  affecting  wrongfully  the  public  generally,  and  private  when 
■  aflfecting  only  certain  individuals.  Moreover  a  nuisance  can  arise  only 
from  an  unlawful  act  and  therefore  where  the  legislature,  by  a  statute 
that  it  b  competent  for  it  to  enact,  authorizes  an  act  to  be  done  which 
would  otJherwise  be  a  nuisance,  the  act  is  made  lawful,  and  is  not 
a  nuisance  so  far  as  the  public  is  concerned,  unless  t^e  power  given 
by  the  legislature  is  exceeded.  And  so  a  boom  which  would  other- 
wise be  a  public  nuisance,  if  constructed  in  accordance  with  legislative 
authority,  that  is,  in  accordance  with  the  authority  conveyed  by  char- 
ter, becomes  a  lawful  structure  and  no  longer  a  nuisance  as  to  the 
state  or  the  public,  and  cannot  be  abated  by  the  state  or  an  individual, 
nor  does  its  maintenance  constitute  an  indictable  offense.  But  to 
this  extent  only  does  the  charter  qualify  the  work  as  a  private  nui- 
sance, and  an  action  for  damages  may  be  brought  by  a  person  affected 
thereby.^'  Some  authorities  place  Uie  grantees  of  public  franchises 
upon  the  same  footing  with  the  public  agents  of  the  government 
and  hold  that  when  they  have  not  exceeded  the  power  conferred  on 
them  and  when  they  are  not  chargeable  with  want  of  due  care,  no 
claim  can  be  maintained  for  any  damage  resulting  from  their  acts,'* 
and  to  overcome  the  possibility  of  such  a  conclusion-  being  applied 
some  of  the  statutes  granting  booming  charters  or  privilege  contain 
the  express  reservation  to  mill  and  riparian  owners,  of  the  right  to 
recover  damages  for  injury  to  their  property.    The  interpretataon 

11.  Lindsay,  etc.,  Co.  t.  Mullen,  176  Co.,  66  W.  Ya.  10,  65  S.  E.  866,  24 
U.  S.  126,  20  8.  Ct  325,  M  U.  S.  (L.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  354.  And  ne  generally, 
ed.)  400.  NuiSANCBS. 

12.  Penobscot  Boom  Corp.  v.  Lam-  14.  See  Cokforations,  voL  7,  p.  686 
son,  16  Me.  224,  33  Am.  Dec.  666.  et  aeq. 

13.  Piokens    Goal  River  Boom,  etc., 
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given  this  provision  is  that  it  preserves  the  constitutional  and  common 
law  rights  of  riparian  owners,  which  would  probably  exist  witliout 
it,  and  entitles  such  owners  to  recover  damages  for  injuries  sustained. 
If  the  boom  company  accepts,  it  acquires  the  right  of  floatage,  the 
right  to  erect  a  boom,  and  the  right  to  use  the  stream  in  a  reason- 
able manner  so  long  as  it  does  no  unlawful  damage  to  the  property 
rights  of  another.  If  it  does  such  unlawful  damage,  its  charter 
furnishes  no  protection  against  the  same.^''  And  so  it  appears  that 
if  a  mill  or  other  property  is  damaged  by  the  construction  of  ttie 
boom  the  constitutional  right  to  recover  therefor  arises  without  the 
element  of  negligence,  and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  obstruc- 
tion has  been  authorized  by  act  of  legislation.*'  Whether  or  not 
this  is  the  tine  rule  it  is  manifest  in  any  event  that  a  boom  corpo- 
ration exorcising  its  lawful  privilege  is  bound  to  do  so  with  due  regard 
to  the  concurrent  rights  of  riparian  owners  above  and  below  to  the 
use  of  the  lands,  and  will  be  liable  for  its  negligent  performance 
of  such  duty,"  In  considering  the  foregoing  principles  it  should  be 
remembered  that  the  words  "chartered  by  law"  are  not  to  be  under^ 
stood  as  referring  simply  to  corporations  incorporated  under  special 
aet'i.  A  corporation  which  is  organized  under  a  general  law  is  as 
nnu'h  "chartered  by  lav"  as  one  whose  organisation  is  provided 
f  or  by  special  act.'*  It  has  been  held  that  a  statute  is  invalid  which 
undertakes  to  make  it  lawful  for  individuals  charged  with  no  public 
or  quasi  public  duties  temporarily  to  boom  and  assort  logs  along 
the  shores  of  a  stream  and  for  that  purpose  to  secure  booms  at  point^s 
along  the  shore  witJiout  providing  for  compensation  therefor  to  the 
riparian  owners  because  of  the  fact  that  it  gives  a  right  of  entry  upon 
the  land  of  others  and  interference  with  their  dominion  over  their 
property  without  compensation.**  But  a  boom  company  may  be 
authorized  to  take  the  property  of  a  private  person  under  the  power 
of  eminent  domain,  compensation  to  the  owner  being  secured  for 
such  taking."*^ 

15.  Pickens  v.  Coal  River  Boom,  etc.,  19.  Oarth  Lnmber,  ete.,  Co.  John- 
Co.,  51  W.  Va.  445,  41  S.  E.  400,  90  son,  151  Mich.  205, 115  N.  W.  52,  123 
A.  S.  R.  819,  66  W,  Va.  10,  65  S.  E.  A.  S.  R.  262. 

865,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  354.  '  Notes:  3  L.BJIl.  611;  39  L.R.A.  493; 

16.  Pickens  v.  Coal  River  Boom,  etc.,  22  L.R.A.<N.S.)  641. 

Co.,  66  W.  Va.  10,  65  S.  E.  865,  24  20.  Notes:  39  L.R.A.  494  ;  22  L.R.A. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  354.  (N.S.)  151,  152  (holding  that  the  leg-. 

Note:  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  641.  islature  may  grant  authority  to  con- 

17.  Coyne  v.  Mississippi,  etc.,  Boom  demn  private  property  for  a  boom 
Co.,  72  Minn.  533,  75  N.  W.  748,  71  only  as  a  public  use  and  not  for  the 
A.  S.  R.  508,  41  L.R.A.  494.  And  see  purpose  of  a  private  individual  mere- 
Franchises,  vol.  12,  p.  200.  ly). 

18.  Lindsay,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Mullen,  176  And  see  Ehinsnt  DouaiHj  toL  10, 
n.  S.  126,  20  S.  CL  325,  44  U.  S.  (L.  p.  67. 

cd.)  400. 
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69.  Authority  of  Stato  and  Federal  GoTomments  over  Booms. — The 
question  has  arisen  in  scnne  cases  as  to  whether  the  general  or  local 
government  has  the  authority  to  permit  or  abolish  booms.  In  Canada 
it  has  been  held  that  a  provincial  legislature  cannot  authorize  the 
obstruction  of  a  tidal  navigable  river  by  the  erection  of  booms  therein, 
the  power  over  the  matter  being  in  the  Parliament  of  the  Dominion.^ 
In  ^e  United  States  in  the  absence  of  any  action  by  Congress  the 
states  may  authorize  the  construction  of  booms  or  other  obstructions 
in  navigable  waters,*  and  whether  or  not  the  construction  of  a  log 
boom  in  a  navigable  str^un  lying  entirely  within  the  state  is  author^ 
ized  by  the  state  statutes  is  not  a  federal  question.'  The  power  of 
Congress  to  pass  laws  for  the  regulation  of  the  navigation  of  public 
rivers,  and  to  prevent  any  and  all  obstructions  therein,  cannot  be 
questioned.  When  Congress  chooses  to  act»  it  is  not  concluded  by 
anything  that  the  states  or  that  individuals  by  their  authority  or 
acquiescence  have  done  from  assuming  entire  control  of  the  matter, 
and  abating  any  obs^ctions  that  may  have  been  made,  and  pre- 
venting any  others  from  being  made  except  in  conformity  with  su(^ 
regulations  as  it  may  impose.  The  ultimate  power  of  Congress  over 
the  whole 'subject  is  undoubted.*  In  considering  the  respective  juris- 
diction of  ih&  United  States  and  the  several  states  at  more  length  it 
has  been  held  that  there  must  be  a  direct  statute  of  the  United  Statee 
in  order  to  bring  within  the  scope  of  its  laws,  as  administered  by 
die  courts  of  law  and  equity,  obstructions  and  nuisances  in  navi- 
gable streams  within  the  states.  Such  obstructions  and  nuisances 
aie  offenses  against  the  laws  of  the  states  within  which  the  navigable 
waters  lie,  and  may  be  indicted  or  prohibited  as  such;  but  they  are 
not  offenses  against  the  United  States  laws  which  do  not  exist;  and 
none  such  exist  except  what  are  to  be  found  on  the  statute  book.' 
Congress  exercised  its  power  in  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1890 
whereby  it  prohibited  any  obstruction  to  tlie  navigable  capacity  of 
any  waters  in  respect  of  whi<di  the  United  States  has  jurisdiction. 
This  act  was,  however,  subject  to  the  proviso  that  it  should  not  apply 
to  obstructions  "affirmatively  authorized  by  law,"  which  proviso  was 
interpreted  to  mean  obstructions  created  prior  to  the  passage  of  the 
federal  act  that  had  been  created  conformably  to  stato  statute,  as 
well  as  those  created  under  federal  law.* 

I.  Note:  39  LR.A.  494.  4.  tJnited  States  v.  Belliogham  Bay 

■    2.  Pound  V.  Torek,  95  U.  S.  469,  24  Boom  Co.,  176  U.  S.  211,  20  S.  Ct. 
tJ.  S.  (L.  ed.)  525;  Susqaeha.ma  Boom  343,  44  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  437. 
Co.  V.  West  Branch  Boom  Co.,  110  TJ.      5.  Willamette  Iron  Bridge  Co.  t. 
S.  67,  3  S.  Ct.  438,  28  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  Hatch,  125  U.  S.  1,  8  S.  Ct.  811,  31 
69.  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  629;  United  States  v. 

Note:  39  Ii.R.A.  494.  Bellingham  Bay  Boom  Co.,  176  U.  S. 

3.  North  Shore  Boom,  etc.,  Co.  v.  211,  20  S.  Ct.  343,  44  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
Nicomen  Boom  Co.,  212  U.  S.  406,  29  437. 

S.  Ct.  355,  53  V.  S.  (L.  ed.)  574.  6.  United  States  v.  Bellingham  Bay 
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70.  State  Authorization  of  Booms  in  Boundary  Rivers. — Where 
two  states  have  by  their  constitutioDS  concurrent  jurisdiction  over 
a  river,  forming  the  boundary  between  them,  dUier  state,  acting  inde- 
pendently of  the  other,  may,  in  the  absence  of  legislation  by  Congress 
to  regulate  commerce  on  said  river,  authorize  the  construction  of 
booms  for  the  interception,  storage,  and  handling  of  logs  in  said 
river,  within  its  own  territory;  but  it  cannot,  as  against  the  other, 
righ^uUy  assume,  or  authorize  the  assun^tion  of,  permanent  and 
exclusive  occupancy,  possession,  and  control  of  the  entire  navigable 
portions  of  the  river.  If  one  of  the  two  states  attempts  to  grant  a 
corporation  authority  to  construct  booms  in  a  boundary  river  between 
them,  part  of  whidi  is  territorially  within  the  other  state,  or  if  such 
corporation  assumes  such  authority,  private  persons,  claiming  to  be 
damaged  by  the  obstruction  thereby  caused  to  navigation,  canDot, 
in  an  action  against  such  corporation,  be  heard  upon  the  question 
as  to  whether  the  first  state  has  infringed  upon  the  rightful  juris- 
diction of  the  others  A  sheer  boom  extended  entirely  across  the 
navigable  channel  of  the  boundary  river  under  authority  from  one 
state  cannot  be  complained  of  as  an  obstruction  to  navigation  by 
one  who  has  chosen  to  avail  himself  of  its  advantages,  in  order  to 
escape  a  lien  for  surveying  and  sealing  under  the  state  law,  where 
neither  of  the  boundary  states  nor  the  federal  government  makes 
any  complaint* 

X.  Remedies  fob  Improper  Use  of  Stoeau 

Action  for  Damages 

71.  Right  of  Riparian  Owner  to  Damages. — ^The  right  of  floatage 
must  be  used  with  due  regard  to  tbe  rights  of  the  owners  of  the  banks 
betwew  which  the  stream  flows,*  and  one  driving  or  floating  logs  is 
liable  in  damages  for  injuries  to  riparian  property  resulting  from 
failure  to  exercise  ordinary  care  to  prevent  injury  to  such  property.*** 

Boom  Co.,  176  U.  S.  211,  20  S.  Ct.  343,  v.  Mississippi,  etc.,  Boom -Co.,  72  Minn- 

44  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  437.  533,  75  N.  W.  748,  71  A.  S.  R.  508, 

7.  Lindsav,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Mullen,  176  41  Ij.R.A.  494  and  note;  Carter  v. 
U.  S.  126,  20  S.  Ct.  325,  44  U.  S.  (L.  Thurston,  58  N.  H.  104,  42  Am.  Rep 
ed.)  400;  J.  S.  Keator  Lumber  Co.  v.  584;  Burke  County  v.  Catawba  Luio- 
St.  Croix  Boom  Corp.,  72  Wis.  62,  38  ber  Co.,  116  N.  C.  731,  21  S.  E.  941. 
N.  W.  529,  7  A.  S.  R.  837.  47  A.  S.  R.  829;  Watkina  v.  Dorris,  24 

Note:  39  L.R.A.  494.  Wash.  636,  64  Pac.  840,  54  L.R.A. 

8.  Lindsay,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Mullen,  176  199:  Monroe  Mill  Co.  v.  Menzel,  35 
TT.  S.  126,  20  S.  Ct.  325,  44  U.  S.  (L.  Wash.  487,  77  Pac.  813,  102  A.  S.  R. 
ed.)  400.  905,  70  L.R.A.  272;  Mitchell  v.  Lea 

9.  Note:  41  L.R.A.  494.  Lumber  Co.,  43  Wash.  195,  86  Pac. 

10.  Idaho  Northern  R.  Co.  t.  Post  405,  10  Ann.  Gas.  231,  9  L.R.A.(N.S.'; 
Falls  Lumber  Co.,  20  Idaho  695,  119  900. 

Pae.  1098,  38  L.R.A.(N.S.)  114;  Coyne      Notes:  64  L.R.A.  983  et  seq.:  2:2 

i  1155 


Digitized  by 


Goo 


9  n  LOGS  AND  TIUBEB  17  S.  &  L. 

It  is  generally  held,  however,  that  liability  for  injuries  caused  by 
running  logs  in  a  floatable  stream  depends  on  negligence,*^  and  the 
damages  which  a  riparian  proprietor  may  sustain  as  a  natural  and 
unavoidable  consequence  of  the  navigation  of  a  stream,  either  with 
boats  and  other  craft  or  rafts  and  logs,  where  the  same  is  conducted 
Mrith  due  care  and  in  a  reasonably  prudent  manner  must  be  borne 
by  such  riparian  proprietor  as  a  natural  and  consequent  injury  under 
the  rule  of  damnum  absque  injuria.^*  There  is,  however,  authority 
in  support  of  ihe  view  that  negUgence  is  not  necessary  to  give  a  right 
of  action,^*  and  in  some  jurisdictions  the  negligence  rule  is  limited 
to  the  use  of  streams  in  their 'natural  condition,  and  the  liability 
of  the  logger  extended  to  indude  all  damages  where  the  stream  is 
improved  or  artificial  means  are  used  to  assist  in  running  the  logs  '* 
As  already  eeexi  it  is  the  general  rule  that  the  timber  driver  must 
confine  himself  and  his  operations  to  the  bed  of  the  stream  unless 
the  landowner  consents  to  the  use  of  the  banks  or  unless  the  right 
to  use  them  has  been  acquired  in  a  lawful  manner,  and  for  injuries 
caused  by  traveling  on  the  banks  for  the  purpose  of  propelling  the 
floating  timber,  breaking  jams,  etc,  the  timber  driver  is  Uable.'* 
Where  logs  are  carried  upon  the  land  of  a  riparian  owner  by  the 
negligence  of  the  person  engaged  in  floating  such  logs,  an  action 
may  be  maintained  against  such  person  for  tlie  damages  proximately 
resulting  from  his  negUgence,'*  but  the  owner  of  timber  which, 
without  his  fault  or  negligence,  is  carried  by  high  water  down  a 
stream  and  deposited  upon  the  lands  of  another  will  not  be  liable 
for  any  damage  occasioned  by  it,  unless  he  reclaim  it,  in  which 
event  he  must  make  good  the  damages  done.''  To  hold  one  floating 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  640;  35  L.B^.(N.S.)  Wash.  195,  86  Pae.  405,  10  Ann.  Cas. 

824  et  seq,  231,  9  L.RA..(N.S.)  900. 

11.  Notes:  41  L.R.A.  494  ;  35  L.R.A.  Notea:  3  L.R.A.  408;  13  L.R.A.  827; 
(N.S.)  824.  And  see  geceraUy,  Nbo-  64  L.R.A.  983  et  aeq.;  35  L.B.A.(N.S.) 
LiGBNCE.  824  et  seq.,  834. 

12.  Idaho  Northern  R.  Co.  v.  Poet  13.  Notes:  41  L.RA..  494  :  35  L.R.A. 
Falls  Lumber  Co.,  20  Idaho  695,  119  (N  S )  825 

Pae.    1098    38   L.KA.(N.S.)    U4;  u/Note":  35  LJl.A.(N.S.)  824.  And 

Brooke  v.  Cedar  Brook,  etc.,  Imp.  Co.,  ™  sunra  nar  68 

f       V'  I'  V-  \^''     15.  K  W  inn.  Cas.  236.  6«n- 

Lo^n^^-  C?'Js'p^lV  S  ml  V^o  use  the 

336,  18  Am.  Rep.  184;  Witheral  v. 

Muskegon  Booming  Co.,  68  Mich.  48,  ^^^.^       .  ooa 

35  N.  W.  758, 13  A.  S.  R.  325;  Coyne      JJ-  J™-  „ 

V.  Mississippi,  etc..  Boom  Co.,  72  Minn.     17.  Cwter  v.  Thuratra,  58  N.  H.  IH 

533,  75  N.  W.  748,  71  A.  S.  R.  508,  ^2  Am.  Rep.  584;  Sheldon  v.  ShermaBi 

41  L.R.A.  494  and  note;  Hot  Springs  42  N.  Y.  484, 1  Am.  Rep.  669. 

Lumber,  etc,  Co.  v.  Revercomb,  106     Notes:  43  L.H.A.(N.S.)  481;  10  Ann. 

Va.  176,  55  S.  E.  580,  9  LJt.A.(N.S.)  Cas.  236. 

894;  Mitchell  t.  Lea  Lumber  Co.,  43     And  lee  sapva,  par.  60. 
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logs  in  a  stream  liable  for  injuries  to  riparian  land  throu^  their 
piling  upon  it,  the  declaration  must  show  in  what  particular  their 
owner  was  negligent;  and  it  is  not  sufficient  merely  to  allege  that 
the  injury  was  ^e  result  of  negligence.^'  A  statutory  remedy  for 
injuries  to  riparian  property  by  floating  logs  in  a  stream  is  cumulative 
merely  and  does  not  deprive  the  riparian  owner  of  his  common  law 
action  for  such  injuries.^* 

72.  Negligence  Entitling  to  Recover7.-^?ertain  acts  or  circum- 
stances have  sometimes  been  considered  to  constitute  negligence  on 
the  part  of  one  floating  logs  or  at  least  sufficient  evidence  thereof 
for  submission  to  a  jury.  Thus  it  has  been  held  that  in  case  a  dam 
is  injured  hy  floating  logs  that  the  onus  is  placed  upon  the  logger 
to  show  that  reasonable  care  was  used  to  avoid  the  injury.**  On 
the  other  hand,  it  has  been  declared  that  specific  acts  of  negligence 
must  be  shown,'  and  in  accordance  with  this  view,  although  one 
attempting  to  float  logs  down  a  stream  is  liable  to  the  abutting  owner 
for  injuries  to  his  land  by  jams  caused  by  the  careless  manner  of 
driving  the  logs,*  it  has  been  held  that  the  fact  that  a  jam  of  lo^ 
was  formed  giving  rise  to  the  injury  does  not  of  itself  constitute 
negligence  on  Uie  part  of  a  company  running  logs,  if  necessary  care 
was  used  to  prevent  the  formation  of  jams  and  to  break  those  already 
formed.*  According  to  soriie  authorities,  however,  the  existence  of 
a  jam  for  a  considerable  period  of  time  and  the  continued  running 
of  logs  in  such  mannw  as  to  increase  the  jam  during  such  period, 
if  unexplained,  constitute  negligence.*  In  an  action  by  a  riparian 
owner  to  recover  for  injury  to  his  land  resulting  from  the  defend- 
ant's floating  too  great  a  quantity  of  timber  down  the  stream,  thereby 
causing  a  jam,  although  it  is  shown  that  one  of  Uie  causes  which 
led  to  the  injury  complained  of  was  an  unusual  flood,  yet  if  it  is 
shown  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  wrongful  use  of  tfie  stream  in 

18.  Hot  Springs  Lumber,  etc.,  Co. '  Boom  Co.,  72  Hinn.  533,  75  N.  W.  748, 
V.  R«vercomb,  106  Va.  176,  55  S.  E.  71  A.  S.  E.  508  and  note,  41  L.R.A. 
580,  9  L.R.A.(N.S.)  894.  494  and  note:  Hopkins  v.  Butte,  etc., 

19.  Brewster  v.  J.  &  J.  Rogers  Co.,  Conunercial  Co.,  13  Mont.  223,  33  Pac. 
169  N.  T.  73,  62  N.  E.  164,  68  hJRM  817,  40  A.  S.  R.  438. 

495.  Note:  10  Ann.  Cas.  237. 

20.  Note:  35  L.R.A.(N.S.)  824.  When  a  jam  is  reasonably  necessary 

1.  Hot  Springs  Lumber,  etc.,  Co.  t.  and  proper  to  facilitate  the  driving  of 
Revercomb,  106  Va.  176,  65  S.  £.  580,  logs  the  corporation  is  not  bound  to 
9L.RA.(N.S.)  894.  remove  it  and  is  not  liable  for  dam* 

2.  Witberal  t.  Muskegon  Booming  ages  resulting  therefrom  to  a  riparian 
Co.,  68  Mich.  48,  35  N.  W.  758,  13  A.  owner.   3  L.R.A.  408  note. 

S.  R.  325 ;  Watkins  v.  Dorris,  24  Wash.  4.  Witheral  v.  Muskegon  Booming 

636,  64  Pao.  840,  54  L.R.A.  199.  Co.,  68  Mich.  48,  35  N.  W.  768,  13  A. 

Note:  10  Ann.  Cas.  237.  S.  R.  326;  Mitchell  v.  Lea  Lumber  Co., 

3.  Witheral  v.  Muskegon  Boonung  43  Wash.  195,  86  Pac  406,  10  Ann. 
Co.,  68  Mich.  48,  36  N.  W.  768,  13  A.  Cas.  231  and  note,  9  UBA.(N.S.) 
S.  R.  325:  Coyne     MissisBippi,  ete.,  900  and  note. 
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floating  the  timbers  the  damage  to  the  land  would  not  have  occurred, 
the  landowner  is  entitled  to  recover.  It  is  for  the  Jury  to  decide 
whether  the  amount  of  timber  shown  to  have  been  floated  was  an 
unreasonable  use  of  the  stream.'  While  no  one  is  liable  for  damages 
caused  by  the  forces  of  nature,  yet  he  who  wrongfully  augments  and 
accelerates  those  forces  is  liable  for  the  damages  caused  by  his  wrong- 
ful acts.'  Contributory  Diligence  on  his  part  affects  the  right  of 
the  riparian  owner  to  recovery,  and  it  has  accordingly  been  held  that 
where  the  defendant's  boom  was  in  plain  view  of,  and  was  used  to  fur- 
nish logs  for,  the  plaintiff's  mill;  and  the  plaintiff,  knowing  of  the 
danger  of  a  sudden  rise  in  the  river,  made  no  effort  himself  to  have  the 
boom  closed,  the  plfuntiff  was  guilty  of  contributory  ne^gence,  and 
could  not  recover  for  an  injury  to  his  dam  caused  by  floating  timbw 
from  such  boom.'  So  also  where  the  unlawful  act  of  a  riparian  owner 
has  contributed  to  his  injury  he  has  no  remedy,  being  in  pari  delicto.' 
Statutory  authority  to  erect  a  boom  or  other  obstruction  incident  to 
the  floating  of  logs  will  not  make  the  log  driver  any  the  less  liable 
for  the  effect  of  his  negligent  acts;  *  but  the  fact  that  the  riparian 
owner's  property  is  subjected  to  a  greater  burden  by  reason  of  a 
facility  erected  by  a  log  driver  under  legislative  authority  will  not 
necessarily  permit  of  a  recovery  of  damages  in  the  alienee  of  negli- 
gence in  its  construction  or  use,  and  tiie  incidental  injury  to  the 
land  caused  by  a  reasonable  increase  of  the  water  due  to  such  dam 
is  not  a  taking  of  property  for  which  compensation  is  necessary.'* 
The  erection  of  a  boom  in  a  proper  manner  to  catch  and  hold  logs 
is  a  lawful  use  of  the  stream  and  does  not  render  its  owner  liable 
to  a  mill  or  other  riparian  owner  tiiereon  for  unavoidable  damage 
caused  by  the  use  of  the  stream  for  such  logging  purposes,  and  so 
unless  the  act  complained  of  is  alleged  in  the  complaint  to  have 
been  done  improperly,  n^igently,  unlawfully,  or  wrongfully,  it 
will  not  support  an  action  for  damages.^'  Where,  however,  the 
boom  constitutes  a  nuisance  recovery  for  damages  occasioned  by  it 
may  be  sustained  regardless  of  the  question  of  negligence.'* 

73.  Damages  Allowed  and  Proof  Thereof. — ^In  determining  what 
constitutes  damage  to  the  property  of  riparian  owners  it  is  manifest 

5.  Alabama  Lumber'  Co.  v.  Keel,  125  10.  Brooks  t.  Cedar  Brook,  etc., 
Ala.  603,  28  So.  204,  82  A.  S.  B.  265.  Imp.  Co.,  82  Me.  17,  19  Atl.  87, 17  A. 

6.  Mashburn  v.  St.  Joe  Imp.  Co.,  19  S.  R.  459,  7  L.R.A.  460. 
Idaho  30, 113  Pae.  92,  35  L.R.A.(N.S.)  Note:  10  Ann.  Cas.  238. 

824.  11.  Pickens  v.  Coal  River  Boom,  etc., 

7.  Notes:  3  L.R.A.  408;  39  L.B.A.  Co.,  51  W.  Va.  445,  41  S.  E.  400,  90 
493.  A.  S.  R.  819. 

8.  Note :  14  A.  S.  R.  533.  12.  Pickens  v.  Coal  River  Boom,  etc, 

9.  Alabama  Lumber  Co.  v.  Keel,  125  Co.,  51  W.  Va.  445,  41  S.  E.  400,  90 
Ala.  603,  28  So.  204,  82  A.  S.  R.  265.  A.  S.  R.  819,  58  W.  Va.  U,  50  8.  E. 

Notes:  39  L.R»A.  492;  10  Ann.  Cas.  872,  6  Ann.  Caa.  285,  66  W.  Va.  10, 


238. 


65  S.  E.  865,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  354. 
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that  each  case  must  be  determined  from  its  own  peculiar  facts,  and 
a  defendant  in  such  a  case  cannot  maintidn  ihat  the  Evidence  is 

so  indefinite  that  no  E^ecific  amount  of  damage  can  be  found  there- 
under wh^e  there  is  de&aite  evidence  showing  that  by  reason  of 
the  driving  of  logs  and  the  formation  of  jams  incidental  thereto 
the  soil  of  the  riparian  owner  has  been  cut  away  for  a  distance  of 
several  feet  laterally  from  the  stieam.^*  So  where  t^e  baas  of  dam- 
age is  the  destruction  of  a  riparian  owner's  hay,  by  the  n^ligent 
flooding  of  his  land,  such  destruction  is  prima  facie  evidence  at  least 
of  damages  to  the  amount  of  the  value  of  the  hay,  and  evidence 
of  the  amount  of  hay  gathered  from  the  land  the  year  previous  to 
the  injury  compldned  of  is  admissible  to  show  the  capacity  of  Uie 
land  for  producing  hay.**  A  riparian  proprietor  exercises  a  valu- 
able privilege  in  cutting  ice,  fmd  an  obstruction  which  prevents  it 
justifies  a  finding  of  damages  for  this  as  a  direct  consequence  of 
the  injury.**  Where  the  construction  of  a  boom  causes  a  deposit  of 
sand  which  interferes  with  the  use  of  a  mill  the  measure  of  damages 
is  the  loss  sustained  by  reason  of  the  mill  owner's  not  having  the  use 
of  his  mill  during  the  period  specified,  free  from  the  alleged  nui- 
sance. If  this  loss  is  total,  then  the  loss  of  profits  or  the  rental 
of  the  property  is  the  true  measure  of  lamages.  If  not  total,  then 
the  comparative  loss  of  rents  or  profits  is  the  measure  of  damages. 
In  such  case  the  mill  owner  may  recover  in  actions  from  time  to 
time  as  damage  and  loss  occur,  and  is  not  compelled  to  sue  for 
present  and  prospective  damage  in  one  suit,  and  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions begins  to  run  not  from  the  construction  of  the  boom,  but  ' 
when  the  damage  occurs  in  time.*'  Where  the  complainant  is  a  log 
owner  whose  logs  have  been  delayed  in  transit  by  an  obstruction 
to  a  floatable  stream  his  damages  may  include  depreciation  in  value 
of  timber  required  to  lie  in  the  water  an  undue  length  of  time,  and 
the  expense  of  medntaining  the  men  necessary  to  handle  the  drive 
pending  tlie  release  of  the  timber  from  detention,  but  not  damages 
to  the  log  owner's  milling,  business  in  loss  of  profits." 

74.  Negligence  of  Log  Driver  Injuring  Others  Navigating  Stream. — 
A  person  engaged  in  driving  logs  is  liable  for  injury  occasioned 
to  others  using  the  stream  either  for  log  driving  or  other  forms 
of  navigation,  where  the  injury  is  due  to  his  negligence.*^  Where 
a  statute  prohibits  the  driving  of  logs  down  a  river  unless  they  are 

is.  Mitchell  v.  Lea  Lamber  Co.,  43     16.  Piekena  v.  Goal  Biver  Bmnn,  etc., 

Wash.  195,  86  Pac.  405,  10  Ann.  Gas.  Co.,  51  W.  Va.  445,  41  S.  E.  400,  90 

231,  9  L.R.A.(N.S.)  900.  A.  S.  B.  819,  58  W.  Va.  U,  60  S.  E. 

14.  WithenU  v.  Muskegon  Booming  872,  6  Ann.  Cas.  285,  66  W.  Va.  10, 

Co.,  68  Mich.  48,  35  N.  W.  758,  13  65  S.  E.  865,  24  L.R.A.(N.S,)  354. 
A.  S.  B.  325.  17.  Blackman  v.  Jfauldin,  164  Ala. 

16.  Lorman  v.  Benson,  8  Mieh.  18,  337.  61  So.  23,  27  L.B.A.(N.S.)  670. 


77  Am.  D«.  435. 


18.  Note:  64  L.B.A  983-987. 
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f«rmed  into  rafts,  acts  done  in  violation  of  the  law  are  prima  facin 
wrongful  afid  may  be  so  considered  in  an  acti(Hi  for  damages  to  a  boat 
occasioned  by  floating  logs.^*  But  in  the  absence  of  such  a  statute 
the  placing  of  loose  logs  in  a  stream  in  such  quantities  that  they  form 
a  jam  which  is  likely  to  be  broken  at  any  time  by  the  rising  water, 
without  taking  any  precautions  to  prevent  injury  by  their  movement 
to  persons  navigating  the  river,  or  to  warn  them  of  danger,  may 
be  found  to  be  negligence  which  will  render  the  owner  of  the  logs 
liable  for  the  death  of  one  drowned  by  the  overturning  of  his  boat 
tim)ugh  the  moving  of  tlie  logs.  The  question  as  to  whethra  the 
stream  was  made  use  of  in  a  reasonable  maimer  and  without  nogli- 
gence  and  whether  the  injured  party  exercised  care  under  the  cir- 
cumstances are  questions  for  a  jury  to  pass  on.'"  So  where  a  stream 
is  obstructed  by  logs,  when  by  reasonable  prudence  and  diligence 
it  might  have  been  kept  free  and  open,  the  log  driver  causing  the 
obstruction  is  liable  therefor  to  another  log  driver  who  has  been 
delayed  in  the  running  of  his  own  logs  and  put  to  labor  and  expense 
in  clearing  the  stream  and  driving  the  logs  of  the  delinquent  log 
owner.  In  some  jurisdictions  the  statutes  expressly  provide  for  the 
recovery  of  compensation  for  services  performed  in  such  cases  in 
the  driving  of  intermingled  logs.'  The  person  so  a^uming  the  respon- 
sibility of  driving  not  only  his  own  logs  but  those  of  others  inter- 
mingled with  his  own  b,  however,  bound  to  exercise  good  faith, 
ordinary  care  and  prudent  management  and  is  liable  for  such  care 
and  skill  as  is  exacted  from  a  bailee  and  s^nt*  The  owner  of  logs 
having  the  right  to  erect  and  extend  a  boom  in  a  stream  that  has 
been  by  statute  declared  a  public  highway  for  floating  and  rafting 
logs,  who  exercises  due  care  and  diligence  to  prevent  ^e  formation 
of  jams,  axiA,  in  case  a  jam  is  formed,  to  remove  it  within  a  reason- 
able time,  is  not  liable  for  damages  sustained  by  another  person, 
who  is  delayed  in  rafting  other  logs  in  consequence  of  the  obstruc- 
tion of  the  stream  by  such  a  jam,  but  a  person  who,  knowing  of  the 
obstruction  of  a  stream  by  a  jam  of  logs,  drives  his  rafts  upon  them 
without  allowing  the  owners  time  to  remove  them  is  guilty  of  con- 
tributory negligence  which  will  defeat  a  recovery  for  damages  sus- 
tained hy  the  loss  of  hu  timber  in  attempting  to  pass  the  obstruction.' 
A  log  driver  may  recover  damages  sustained  by  him  in  the  loss  of 
his  logs  from  a  person  causing  an  obstruction  to  a  stream,  which 

19.  Harrigan  v.  Gonnecticat  Biver  72  Wis.  464,  40  N.  T7.  146,  1  L.aA. 
Lumber  Co.,  129  Blass.  680,  37  Am.  717. 

Rep.  387.  Notes:  3  URJl.  408;  70  L.B.A.  277. 

20.  Hendenon  v.  Doniphan  Lumber      2.  Note:  70  L.R.A.  278. 

Co.,  94  Ark.  370,  127  S.  W.  469,  28  3.  Harold  t.  Jones,  86  Ala.  S74|  6 
LJtt.A.(N.S.)  144  and  note.  So.  438,  3  L.B.A.  406. 

1.  Wisconsin   Biver  Log  Driving     Note:  39  LJljL  498. 
Ass'n  v.  D.  F.  Comstock  Lumber  Co., 
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resulted  in  delay  in  the  run  of  his  timber,  thereby  pmenting  it 
from  getting  to  market  before  a  flood  occurred  which  caxried  it  away, 
as  the  obstructioii  was  the  proximate  cause  of  the  1os8l* 

75.  Right  to  Maintain  Action. — There  is  ordinarily  little  occasion 
to  question  the  right  of  a  riparian  landowner  to  bring  an  action  for 
damages  sustained  by  his  land  because  of  want  of  interest.  Upon 
proof  of  his  title  to  the  land  injured,  his  special  interest  will  of  course 
appear.  Thus  it  has  been  held  sufficient  to  maintain  an  action  for 
damages  if  the  plaintiff  show  that  he  is  in  poesesBicm  under  a  contract 
entitling  him  to  a  deed  and  providing  that  he  is  to  have  one  half 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  hay  cut  upon  the  premise,  until  the  purchase 
money  is  paid,  the  vendee  to  have  the  other  half,  the  claim  being 
for  damages  for  the  loss  of  the  hay.*  The  standing  of  an  individual 
to  complain  of  an  obstruction  to  a  stream  upon  titie  ground  that  it 
is  a  nuisance  is  not,  however,  so  free  from  question.  While  the 
obstruction  of  a  highway  by  land  or  water  is  a  public  nuisance  and 
subjects  ^ose  who  constract  and  maintain  it  to  indicbnrat  and  under 
some  circumstances  to  an  action  at  law  for  abatement,  nevertheless 
no  right  of  action  by  a  member  of  the  community  will  lie  which  is 
not  based  on  a  special  injury  differing  in  kind  from  that  sustained 
by  the  general  public*  It  has  been  held,  however,  that  special  dam- 
ages are  sustained  by  one  whose  means  of  access  to  his  cottage  on  the 
banks  of  a  navigable  river  is  cut  off  by  an  obstruction  of  the  stream 
with  logs,  there  being  no  other  highway  leading  thereto,  since  this 
is  a  use  and  benefit  differing  from  that  required  by  the  pubhc'  And 
so  in  the  case  of  a  dam  constituting  a  public  nuisance,  if  logs  are 
<^ught  and  held  by  the  dam  until  they  rot,  or  until  the  owners, 
at  special  expense  and  labor,  get  them  over  the  dam,  they  have  sus- 
tained a  special  damage,  not  common  to  the  rest  of  the  public.  Where 
property  is  destax)yed  or  injured  by  a  public  nuisance,  the  owner 
of  the  property  may  have  an  action  for  redress.*  One  suing  for 
injury  caused  by  an  obstruction  to  his  use  of  a  navigable  stream  need  * 
not  allege  that  the  defendant  owed  him  the  duty  not  to  obstruct  the 
stream,  since  he  owed  such  duty  to  all  having  the  right  to  use  the 
stream.'  On  the  other  hand,  if  it  appear  from  the  facts  of  the  case 

•  4,  Cnmberland  Pipe  Line  Co.  t.  28  8.  E.  722,  39  L.R.A.  491. 

Stambaagh,  137  Ky.  528,  126  S.  W.  Note:  39  L.R.A.  493. 

106,  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1131  and  note.  And  see  Highways,  vol.  13,  p.  227 

6.  Lorman  v.  Btsaaoa,  8  Mich.  18,  77  et  seq.;  Nuisakces;  Waters. 

Am.  Deo.  435.  7.  Smnit  v.  Aroostook  Lumber  Co., 

6.  Nester  v.  Diamond  Match  Co.,  105  103  Me.  37,  68  Atl  527,  14  LJtA.. 

Fed.  567,  44  C.  C.  A.  606,  52  L.R.A.  (N.S.)  1083. 

950 ;  Ireland  v.  Bowman,  130  Ky.  153,  8.  Ireland  v.  Bowman,  130  Ky.  153, 

113  S.  W.  56,  17  Ann.  Caa.  786;  Pas-  113  S.  W.  56, 17  Ann,  Cas.  786;  Tuell 

cagonla  Boom  Co.  v.  Dixon,  77  Miss.  v.  Marion,  110  Me.  460,  86  Atl.  980, 

587,  28  So.  724,  78  A.  S.  R.  537  and  46  L.RA..(N.S.)  35. 

note;  Miller  v.  Hare,  43  W.  Ya.  647,  9.  Cumberland  Pipe  Line  Co.  t. 
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Uiat  the  complainant  made  use  of  the  unlawful  obstruction  complained 
against,  and  actually  secured  benefit  therefrom,  he  is  not  entitled  to 
maintain  his  objection  thereto  upon  the  ground  that  it  is  a  nuisance.*** 
This  is  the  case  although  it  may  app«ir  that  there  was  dilatoriness 
upon  the  part  of  the  owners  of  the  boom  constituting  the  obstruction 
complained  of  and  consequent  injury  to  logs  from  being  kept  too 
long  in  the  water,  where  the  damage  thereby  occasioned  was  lees 
than  the  total  loss  which  would  have  ensued  but  for  the  alleged  unlaw- 
ful obetniction.  Damages  due  to  simple  negligence  or  breach  of  an 
implied  contract  to  use  reasonable  care  in  the  handling  of  logs  can- 
not be  recovered  in  a  suit  based  wholly  upon  the  theory  that  the 
defendant  was  maintaining  a  public  nuisance.*'  The  right  to  protest 
against  the  improper  use  of  a  navigable  stream  or  its  obstructiwi, 
either  in  a  proceeding  in  equity  or  one  at  law  for  damages,  may 
be  lost  to  the  complainant  by  such  acts  as  will  constitute  an  estoppel. 
Thus  it  has  been  held  that  it  is  too  late  for  property  owners  injiued 
by  the  erection  of  an  addition  to  a  boom,  in  which,  and  in  business 
enterprises  depending  upon  it,  thousands  of  dollars  have  been  invested, 
to  assert,  after  an  acquiescence  therein  for  fourteen  years,  that  the 
boom  company  had  no  right,  under  ita  charter,  to  btiild  the  addition 
in  the  way  it  was  built.'*  Merely  aiding  in  cleaning  out  the  bed 
of  a  stream  where  it  flows  over  his  land  will  not,  however,  estop  a 
riparian  owner  from  objecting  to  the  use  of  the  stream  by  means  of 
floods  of  stored  water,  although  he  has  acquiesced  therein  for  several 
years  and  actually  used  tiie  benefit  from  the  increased  flow,"  nor 
will  it  prevent  his  recovering  damages  therefor.'* 

76.  Persons  Liable. — One  securing  a  license  from  a  riparian  owner 
to  use  the  stream  for  floating  logs  upon  condition  that  he  would 
be  responsible  for  injury  done  cannot  escape  liability  by  employing 
another  to  do  the  actual  driving.'*  And  if  the  owner  of  a  boom 
leases  it  to  another  to  be  operated  as  a  boom,  and  at  the  time  of  the 
lease  the  boom  is  a  private  nuisance  damaging  a  mill  on  the  stream 
above  the  boom,  the  owner  of  the  boom  is  liable  to  the  mill  owner, 
notwithstanding  the  lessee  may,  by  addition  to  the  boom,  increase 
its  power  to  damage  the  mill.'*  The  trustees  of  the  estate  of  a  deceased 

Stambaugh,  137  Ky.  528,  126  S.  W.  610,  38  N.  W.  649,  14  A.  S.  B.  S27; 

106,  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1131.  Monroe  Mill  Co.  v.  Menzel,  35  Wash. 

10.  Nester  v.  Diamond  Match  Co.,  487,  77  Pac.  813,  102  A.  S.  R.  905, 
105  Fed.  667,  44  C.  C.  A.  606,  62  70  L.R.A.  272. 

L.R.A.  950;  Miller  v.  Hare,  43  W.  Va.  14.  Mashbum  v.  St.  Joe  Imp.  Co., 

647,  28  S.  E.  722,  39  L.R.A.  491.  19  Idaho  30,  113  Pac  92,  35  L.B.A. 

11.  Nester  v.  Diamond  Match  Co.,  (N.S.)  824. 

105  Fed.  567,  44  C.  C.  A.  606,  52  15.  Mitchell  v.  Lea  Lumber  Co.,  43 

L.R.A.  950.  Wash.  195,  86  Pac.  405,  10  Ann.  Cas. 

12.  Powers'a  Appeal,  125  Pa.  St.  231,  9  L.R.A. (N.S.)  900. 

175,  17  Atl.  254,  11  A.  S.  R.  882.  16.  Pickens  v.  Coal  River  Boom,  etc., 

13.  Koopman  v.  Blodgett,  70  Mich.  Co.,  51  W.  Va.  446,  41  S.  E.  400,  90 
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persoB  are  liable  for  the  maintenance  of  a  public  nuisance,  such  as 
a  dam  obetructing  navigable  waters,  erected  by  the  deceased  on  his 
property  during  his  lifetime;  and  hence  in  an  action  by  a  private 
individual  to  enjoin  such  a  nuisance,  an  answer  by  the  defendanta 
setting  up  the  will  of  the  decedent,  and  alleging  that  they  hold  and 
operate  the  property  only  as  trustees  under  the  wiU,  is  demurrable." 
In  an  action  for  damages  cau^  by  the  overflow  of  the  plaintiff's  land 
from  a  jam  of  logs  in  a  nov^ble  stream,  the  defendant  is  not  liable 
for  any  damage  caused  before  he  assumed  control  of  the  logs,  or 
had  the  right  to  do  so,  and  not  then,  if  he  ran  the  logs  in  a  careful, 
diligent,  and  prudent  manner.**  A  person  employed  to  cut  logs  off 
of  certain  premises  belonging  to  his  employer,  and  who  agrees  to 
deliver  them  to  his  said  employer  at  a  certain  place,  is  alone  respon- 
sible for  any  damage  caused  by  floating  said  logs  down  to  said  point 
of  dehveiy,  as  the  relation  of  master  and  servant  does  not  exist  between 
them.** 

Injunction 

77.  Injunction  to  Restrain  Improper  Use  of  Stream. — ^Frequently 
the  injury  sustained  by  reason  of  the  improper  use  or  obstruction 
of  a  navigable  stream  or  the  improper  or  unlawful  use  of  the  banks 
is  of  such  a  nature  that  an  action  for  damages  is  not  an  adequate 
remedy.  The  courts  in  such  cases  by  the  exercise  of  tlieir  equitable 
juiisdii^lion  may  abate  an  obs^ction  or  use  constituting  a  nuisance 
at  &e  instance  of  a  party  who  is  a  sufFem  in  a  q>ecial  or  particular 
manner  distinct  from  that  suffered  by  him  in  common  with  the  public 
at  large;  but  this  injury  must  be  real  and  such  that  the  legal  remedy 
of  damages  would  not  be  adequate.*"  Thus,  booms  which  interfere 
unreasonably  with  the  use  of  a  stream  for  the  purposes  of  navigation 
constitute  a  nuisance  and  their  construction  and  maintenance  may 
be  enjoined  by  a  person  suffering  special  damage.*  So  also  equity 
has  jurisdiction  of  a  suit  to  prevent  the  obstruction  of  a  floatable 
stream  if  the  damages  constitute  deprivation  of  estimated  profits  to 
be  earned  which  are  of  such  a  nature  that  no  recovery  can  be  had 

A.  S.  R.  819,  58  W.  Va.  U,  60  S.  E.  59  Am.  Dec  209. 

872,  6  Ann.  Cas.  285.  20.  Pascagoula  Boom  Co.  v.  Dixon, 

17.  Ireland  v.  Bowman,  130  Ey.  153,  77  Miss.  587,  28  So.  724.  78  A.  S.  R. 
113  S.  W.  66,  17  Ann.  Cas.  786.   Ab  537. 

to  the  liability  of  representatiTeB  under  Notes:  14  A  S.  R.  533;  13  Ij.RA. 
such  circumstances,  see  Executors  and  828. 

AnuiNiSTBATORS,  ToL  11,  p.  172.  And  see  generally,  lHjm?0!rioHS,  vol. 

18.  Witfaeral  v.  Mnakegon  Booming  14,  p.  339  et  seq. ;  Nuisakcbs. 

Co.,  68  Mich.  48,  36  N.  W.  758, 13  A  1.  Pascagoula  Boom  Co.  v.  Dixon, 
S.  H.  328.  77  Miss.  587,  28  So.  724,  78  A.  B.  R. 

19.  Moore  v.  Sanbome,  2  Mieh.  619,  537. 

1163 


Digitized  by 


Goo 


LOOS  AND  TIMBER 


17  B.  C.  L. 


for  them  in  a  court  of  law.'  And  if  the  floatage  capacity  of  a  small 
stream  haa  been  added  to  by  means  of  dams,  and  other  expedients 

and  artificial  means,  so  as  to  deprive  the  owner  of  a  mill  site  of  the 
use  of  it,  he  may  enjoin  the  wrongdoer  from  retaining  water  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  prevent  the  mill  from  getting  constantly  the 
natural  volume  of  the  stream,  and  from  letting  out  floods  which  will 
injure  his  dam,*  or  fill  his  pond  and  race  with  dirt  and  debris.* 
Maintaining  a  dam  in,  and  detaining  the  water  of,  a  navigable  stream, 
and  the  release  of  such  water  at  irregular  intervals,  causing  an  overflow 
of  the  lands  of  a  lower  owner,  and  obstructing  his  navigation  of  the 
stream,  are  also  such  interferences  with  the  natural  flow  of  the  water 
as  entitle  such  lower  proprietor  to  an  injunction  against  the  mainte- 
nance of  such  dam.'  The  basis  for  such  equitable  jurisdiction  is 
natuvally  the  inadequacy  of  suits  for  damages,  as  the  improper  obstruc- 
tion or  use  would  ordinarily  not  be  prevented  by  such  suits  or  would 
require  a  multiplicity  of  them.  The  owner  of  realty  is  entitled  to 
the  aid  of  equity  to  prevent  permanent  and  continually  recurring  inju- 
ries to  the  enjoyment  of  his  property,*  for  in  the  cases  indicated 
the  immediate  injury  is  usually  accompanied  by  a  threat  express 
or  implied  to  continue  the  obstruction  or  the  use  of  the  stream  com- 
plained of  for  an  indefinite  period.'  The  decree  of  injunction  must, 
however,  be  such  as  not  to  destroy  a  timber  driver's  use  of  a  float- 
able stream  in  order  to  protect  another's  rights  ther^,  and  so  whm 
a  complaint  is  based  upon  an  interference  with  the  flow  of  water, 
the  injunction  may  provide  generally  for  the  restraining  of  the  defend- 
ants from  retaining  water  to  such  an  extent  as  to  prevent  the  com- 
plainant's mill  from  getting  constantly  the  natural  volume  of  ^e 
stream  and  from  letting  out  floods  which  will  injiu^  the  complainant's 
dam,  for  practically  there  can  be  no  great  difficulty  in  obeying  this 
injunction  and  it  is  not  necessary  or  possible  to  define  in  advance  just 
how  much  water  should  pass.^  Equity  may  refuse  an  injunction  and 
leave  the  owner  to  his  remedy  by  damages,  if  by  granting  the  decree  it 
will  too  seriously  interfere  with  the  rights  of  floatage.*  In  a  case 
involving  the  question  of  proper  form,  dimensions,  and  place  of  a 
sluice,  the  jurisdiction  of  equity  is  as  plain  as  a  partition  of  water 

2.  Blarkman  v.  Mauldin,  164  Ala.  L.Rj1.  272. 

337,  51  So.  23,  27  I<.R.A.(N.S.)  670.     6.  Koopman  v.  Blodgett,  70  Mich. 

3.  Koopman  v.  Blod^t,  70  Mich.  610,  38  N.  W.  649, 14  A.  S.  R.  527. 
610,  38  N.  W.  649,  14  A.  S.  R.  527.        7.  Carlson  v.  St.  Louis  River  Dam, 

4.  Trullinger  v.  Howe,  53  Ore.  219,  etc.,  Co.,  73  Minn.  128,  75  N.  W.  1044, 
97  Pac.  548,  99  Pac.  880,  22  I1.R.A.  72  A.  S.  E.  610,  41  L.R.A.  371;  Meyer 
(N.S.)  545.  V.  PhilHps,  97  N.  Y.  485,  49  Am.  Rep. 

5.  Carlson  v.  St  Louis  River  Dam,  538. 

etc.,  Co.,  73  Minn.  128, 75  N.  W.  1044,     8.  Koopman  v.  Blodgett,  70  Mich. 
72  A.  S.  R.  610,  41  L.R.A.  371;  Mon-  610,  38  N.  W.  m,  14  A.  S.  &  627. 
roe  Mill  Co.  v.  Menzel,  35  Wash.  487,     9.  Note:  41  L.R.A.  497, 
77  Pac.  813,  102  A.  S.  B.  905,  70 
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power  between  mill  owuen,  tbe  ascertainment  of  loat  boundaries, 
or  the  laying  out  of  a  private  way.  If  a  judicial  location  of  a  log 
way  over  a  dam  is  necessary,  the  convenience  of  the  dam  owners  will 
be  consulted  as  far  as  it  reasonably  may  be  without  a  violation  of  the 
public  right  to  a  way  as  good  as  the  stream  would  furnish  in  its 
natural  condition,  and  the  location  will  be  alterable  at  any  future 
time  on  tiie  application  of  either  party.  Ko  location  will  be  made 
unless  a  necessity  for  it  is  shown.  It  would  seem  that  the  question 
of  necessity  will  be  best  tried  and  decided  upon  the  experimentfl  annu- 
ally made.  The  duty  of  determining  the  form,  dimensions  and 
place  in  a  mill  dam  of  a  sluice  for  running  logs  is  upon  the  court 
rather  than  upon  a  jury,  and  the  right  to  make  such  a  decision  is 
not  barred  by  the  fact  that  the  dam  is  already  constructed.^* 

78.  Injunction  to  Restrain  Trespass. — Courts  of  equity  also  take 
jurisdiction  of  cases  of  continuing  trespaas,'^  and  it  has  accordingly 
been  held  that  an  injunction  is  the  proper  remedy  to  prevent  one 
person  from  entering  upon  the  land  of  another,  through  which  a 
non-novigalde  stream  flows,  in  order  to  erect  dams  to  increase  the 
volume  of  water  for  floating  logs.^'  So  where  Uie  facts  show  that 
a  s^am  is  not  navigable  for  floating  logs  without  doing  irreparable 
injury  to  the  estate  through  which  it  flows,  and  the  defendant  claims 
a  right  to  use  such  stream  for  that  purpose,  not  only  for  himself, 
but  for  the  public,  and  threatens  to  commit  and  claims  the  right  to 
repeat  the  numerous  trespasses  which  the  exercise  of  such  right  neces- 
sarily involves,  the  plainti£f  is  entitled  to  an  injunction  to  prevent 
irreparable  injury,  and  to  avoid  a  multiplicity  of  suits.*'  An  injunc- 
tion may  also  be  secured  to  prevent  direct  trespass  on  the  banks  of  ripa- 
rian owners,**  and  after  the  revocation  of  a  log  owner's  license  per- 
mitting him  to  use  the  banks  to  aid  in  floating  logs  on  a  stream,  a 
proper^  owner  is  entitled  to  an  injimction  against  future  use  of  the 
banks  for  that  purp<He.^*  On  the  Other  hand,  a  stream  which  in 
its  natural  state  can  be  practically  used  for  the  floatage  of  shingle 
bolts  to  mbxket  at  certain  times  and  seasons  annually  is  a  navigable 
stream,  which  may  be  used  for  such  purpose  across  the  lands  of  a 
lower  riparian  proprietor  and  any  interference  with  such  use  may 
be  enjoined.**  An  injunction  will  not  issue  to  prevent  the  defend- 
ants from  resisting  the  complainants  in  entmng  upon  waters  and 

10.  Gonnectieut  Biver  Lumber  Co.  13.  Haines  v.  Hall,  17  Ore.  165,  20 
Oleott  Falls  Co.,  65  N.  H.  290,  21  AU.  Pae.  831,  3  L.B.A.  60U. 

1090, 13  L.B.A.  826.  14.  Note:  3  LJt.A.  15  et  seq. 

11.  Note:  3  IiJt.A.  (112.  And  see  16.  Uitdiell  v.  Lea  Lumber  Co.,  43 
Kenerally,  Injuvotions,  vol.  14.  p.  455  Wash.  195,  86  Pae.  406,  10  Ann.  Can. 
St  seq.  231,  9  LJB.A.(N.S.}  900. 

12.  La  Vome  v.  Stack-Gibbs  Lumber  16.  Monroe  Mill  Co.  v.  Menzel.  35 
Co..  17  Idaho  61,  104  Pac  666,  134  Wash.  487,  77  Pae.  813,  102  A.  S.  B. 


A.  S.  R.  253. 


905,  70  L.R.A.  272. 
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lands  (tf  Uie  former  for  the  purpose  of  assorting  and  booming  logs 
in  the  streams  thereon,  though  the  damage  which  will  be  done  by 
the  complainants  if  an  injunction  issues  is  sli^t  and  capable  of 
being  compensated  by  damages.^* 

XL  Taxation  of  Timber;  Statutory  Frovisiok  as  tO  Cuttino 
AND  Planting  Trees 

79.  Taxation  of  Timber. — ^In  considering  timber  as  a  subject  for 
taxation  it  has  been  held  in  a  number  of  decisions  and  so  provided 
in  some  statutes  that  the  interest  of  one  person  in  standing  timber 
on  the  soil  of  another  is  separately  assessable  as  an  Interest  in  real 
estate.  This  conclusion  woiUd  seem,  however,  to  depend  in  consider- 
able degree  upon  the  terms  of  the  instrument  or  agreement  under 
which  the  interest  arose.  If  it  were  such  as  to  give  to  the  vendee  title 
to  tlie  timber  the  conclusion  would  apply.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  no 
title  passed,  and  the  vendee  merely  secured  a  right  to  go  upon 
the  land  to  cut  timber,  this  right  would  not  be  separately  assessable 
for  taxation."  In  reference  to  the  taxation  of  cut  timber  or  logs 
as  personal  property  the  principal  question  that  arises  is  concerned 
with  the  establishment  of  the  situs  of  the  property.  In  the  first  place 
is  it  part  of  the  general  mass  of  property  within  the  state  or  is  it 
proceeding  in  interstate  commerce?  In  the  latter  case  it  would  not 
be  subject  to  state  taxation.'*  A  full  discussion  of  the  question  of 
state  taxation  of  property  under  federal  protection  as  articles  of  inters 
state  commerce  and  the  commencement  and  duration  of  such  pro- 
tection i^r  found  elsewhere  in  this  work.***  Aside  from  the  question 
of  interstate  commerce  the  question  of  the  situs  of  logs  for  the  pur- 
poses of  taxation  also  arises  in  connection  with  state  statutes  permit^ 
ting  the  assessment  of  such  property  for  purposes  of  taxation  by  the 
town  where  the  property  is  located  at  a  given  date  during  the  year, 
and  under  such  statutes  it  has  been  held  that  logs  in  transit  to  a  mill 
on  the  date  for  assessment  specified  in  the  act  are  properly  taxable  by 
tiie  town  in  which  the  mill  is  located.^  In  some  cases  also  a  special 
tax  is  imposed  upon  persons  hauling  lumber  over  public  hi^ways 
of  so  much  per  mile  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  roads  in  repair. 
A  reasonable  tax  for  this  purpose  has  been  held  to  be  within  the 

17.  Garth  Lumber,  etc.,  Co.  v.  John-  S.  82,  23  S.  Ct.  266,  47  U.  S.  (L.  ei) 
Bon,  161  Mich.  205, 115  N.  W.  52,  123  394;  State  t.  Taber  Lumber  Co.,  101 
A.  8.  B.  262.  Minn.  186,  112  N.  W.  214,  13  LJt.A. 

18.  Note:  17  LJLA.(N.S.}  603-694.  (N.S.)  800  and  note. 

And  see  generally,  Tixjmov.  20.  See  Cohmergs,  voL  5,  pp.  706, 

19.  Goe  V.  Errol,  116  V.  S.  517,  6  789  et  aeq. 

S.  Gt.  475,  29  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  715;  Dia-     1.  Note:  38  L.R-A.(N.S.)  863. 
mond  Match  Co.  v.  Ontonwon,  188  V. 
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legislative  authority  and  not  invalid  as  infringing  the  constitutional 
provisions  aa  to  uniformity  of  taxation.* 

80.  Regalatiott  of  Catting  and  Encouragement  of  Planting  Trees^ — 

The  value  of  standing  timber  not  only  to  tibe  owner  thereof  but  to 
the  community  generally  has  come  to  be  in  modem  timee  fully  rec- 
ognized and  the  legislatures  in  some  jurisdictions  have  undertaken 
the  regulation  by  statute  of  the  cutting  of  trees,  and  it  has  been 
held  that  regulation  by  the  state  of  the  cutting  or  destruction  of  trees 
growing  on  wild  and  uncultivated  land,  or  prohibition  of  the  wanton 
cutting  of  small  trees  on  such  lands  which  are  of  equal  or  greater 
V  alue  standing  than  cut,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  water  supply 
of  the  state,  is  not  a  taking  of  property  for  which  compensation  must 
be  made  xmder  the  fourteenth  amendment  of  the  federal  constitution, 
since  that  amendment  was  not  intended  to  interfere  with  the  police 
poww  of  the  state.  Nor  b  it  a  denial  of  the  equal  protection  of  the 
laws,  since  the  dassiiication  is  based  on  real  differences  in  the  nature, 
situation,  and  condition  of  things.'  Some  of  the  states  have  also 
undertaken  to  encourage  the  planting  and  growing  of  trees,  but  it  has 
been  held  that  a  statute  giving  bounties  for  planting  trees,  to  be  paid 
by  the  county  in  which  they  ore  planted,  is  void  not  only  under 
a  constitutional  provision  prohibiting  a  grant  of  public  monoy  or 
thing  of  value  in  aid  of  or  to  any  individual,  association  or  corpo- 
ration, but  also  because  the  giving  of  such  bounties  is  an  abuse  of 
the  power  of  taxation  without  regard  to  any  particular  constitutional 
provisions.* 

2.  Dalton  v.  Brown,  159  N.  C.  176,  19  L.B.A.(N.S.)  422  and  note. 

76  S.  E.  40,  42  L.R.A.(K.S.^  4.  Deal  t.  Mississippi  County,  107 

3.  Opinion  of  Jnstiees,  103  Me.  dv6,  Mo.  4(M»  18  a  W.  StjL  14  UB^ 
60  AtL  627, 13  Ann.  Cas.  746  and  note, 
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I.  Introductory 


1.  Scope  of  Article. — Thh  article  treats  of  the  rights,  remedies  and 
liabilities  arising  from  the  loss  or  destruction  of  written  instmmentb 
in  any  manner  or  by  any  cause.  The  treatment  includes  the  right 
to  the  re-execution  or  restoration  of  any  instrument  or  record  which 
has  been  lost  or  destroyed,  whether  the  restoration  be  under  general 
equitable  principles  or  under  a  right  conferred  by  statute.  The  con- 
stitutionality of  such  statutes  is  considered,  as  is  also  the  right  of  a 
court  to  permit  substitution  for  instruments  lost  or  destroyed.  Tlie 
article  also  treats  of  the  right  to  recover  on  instruments  and  records 
lost  or  destroyed.  Related  matters  treated  elsewhere  are  the  rights 
of  finders  of  lost  instruments,*  procedure  in  respect  of  lost  indict- 
ments,* the  probate  of  lost  wills,*  and  secondary  evidence  of  the  con- 
tents of  lost  writings.^  These  questions  are  therefore  excluded  from 
this  article, 

2.  Theory  of  Relief. — As  a  general  principle  of  law,  it  is  well 
settled  that  one  does  not  lose  his  right  to  real  or  personal  property, 
or  to  a  debt,  by  losing  the  evidence  of  it,*  A  bill  or  note,  for  example, 
is  not  a  debt,  but  only  primary  evidence  of  a  debt;  •  and  the  loss  of 
the  written  instrument  does  not  change  the  obligation  of  the  parties 
thereto.'    There  are  many  cas^  in  which  property  rights  will  be 

1.  See  Lost  Propbrtt,  post.  isfa,  4  Allen  (Mass.)  481,  81  Am.  Dee. 

2.  See  Inuictuex'ts  and  Inforha-  712. 
TiONS,  vol.  14,  p.  162.  NoU:  48  LJLA.(N.S.)  648-^. 


4.  See  Evidence,  vol.  10,  p.  914.      5- Conn.  106, 13  Am.  Dec.  44  and  note; 

5.  Mordock  v.  Union  Bank,  2  Rob.  Tower  v.  Appleton  Bank,  3  Allen 
(La.)  112,  38  Am.  Dec.  197;  Tarver  {Mass.)  387,  81  Am.  Dec.  666.' 

V.  Appleton  Bank.  3  Allen  (Mass.)      7.  Note:  94  A.  S.  R.  465. 
387, 81  Am.  Dec.  665;  Tuttle  t.  Stand- 

R.  C.  L.  Vol.  XVII.— 74.  1160 


3.  See  Wills. 


6.  Bank  of  United  States  v.  Sill, 
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affected  by  the  loss  or  destruction  of  an  instrument  unless  die  instru- 
ment be  restored.  In  such  cases  adequate  relief  can  only  be  given 
through  actual  re-execution  of  the  instrument.^  More  commonly, 
however,  the  instrument  is  chiefly  valuable  as  a  means  of  establishing 
some  substantive  right  and  in  these  instances  the  remedy  sought  is 
a  recovery  upon  that  right  rather  than  the  securing  of  a  new  instru- 
ment to  take  the  place  of  the  one  lost  or  destroyed.'  Because  of  the 
nature  of  the  relief  sought,  the  restoration  of  instruments  and  records 
is  necessarily  confined  to  courts  of  equity/*  or  courts  of  law  specially 
empowered  by  statute.^'  The  only  exception  to  tiiis  is  the  case  of 
juf^ciaJ  records,  where  because  of  its  control  over  its  own  procedure 
any  court  may  in  a  proper  case  give  relief.**  Recovery  on  instru- 
ments lost  or  destroyed  requires  fewer  refinements  of  procedure  and 
may  in  a  proper  case  be  granted  in  a  court  of  law.^' 

II.  Restoration 


In  OcMTol 

3.  Equitable  Jurisdiction. — In  general,  when  the  loss  or  destruc- 
tion of  an  instrument  injiuHously  affects  the  property  rights  of  the 
owner  thereof,  a  court  of  equity  has  jurisdiction  to  decree  the  restora- 
tion of  the  lost  instruments  Thus,  the  right  to  have  the  title  to  real 
.  estate  appear  properly  on  the  record  is  a  substantial  property  right 
which  the  law  guarantees  to  a  landowner,  and  therefore  equity  will 
entertain  the  suit  of  a  grantee  of  real  estate  to  establish  a  lost  deed, 
when  such  relief  is  necessary  for  the  protection  of  his  rights  in  respect 
to  the  land  granted,'*  and  will  restore  the  deed  even  if  no  other  relief 
be  demanded  by  the  bill,"  provided  that  the  rights  of  others  will  not 


8.  Kent  v.  St.  Michael  Church,  136  Dec.  722. 

N.  Y.  10,  32  N.  E.  704,  -32  A.  S.  R.  18.  See  infra,  par.  14. 
693, 18  L.R.A.  331 ;  Cartright  t.  Cart-  14.  Simmons  Creek  Coal  Co.  v.  Do- 
right,  70  W.  Va.  507,  74  S.  E.  655,  ran,  142  U.  S.  417,  12  S.  Ct  239,  35 
Ann.  Caa.  1914A  578  and  note.  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1063;  Griffin  v.  Pries, 

9.  Stebbins  v.  Duncan,  108  U.  S.  23  Fla.  173,  2  So.  266,  11  A.  8.  R. 
32,  2  S.  Ct.  313,  27  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  641.  351;  Kent  v.  St.  Michael  Church,  136 

10.  Simmons  Creek  Coal  Co.  v.  Do-  N.  Y.  ID,  32  N.  E.  704,  32  A.  S.  R. 
ran,  142  U.  S.  417,  12  S.  Ct.  239,  35  693,  18  L.R.A.  331;  Hord  v.  Baugh. 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1063;  Griffin  v.  Fries,  7  Humph.  (Tenn.)  576,  46  Am.  Ttee. 
23  Pla.  173,  2  So.  266,  11  A.  S.  R.  91;  Wade  v.  Greenwood,  2  Rob.  (Va.*. 
351.  474,  40  Am.  Dec.  759;  Cartright  v. 

11.  Title,  etc.,  Restoration  Co.  v.  Cartright,  70  W.  Va.  507,  74  S.  E. 
Kerrigan,  150  Cal.  289,  88  Pac.  356,  655,  Ann.  Caa.  1914A  578  and  note. 
119  A.  S.  R.  199,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.}  682.  16.  Dyer  v.  Skadan,  128  Mich.  34a 

12.  Lyon  v.  BoUing,  14  Ala.  753,  87  N.  W.  277,  92  A.  S.  R.  461;  Mont- 
48  Am.  Dec.  122;  Hollister  v.  Lnoas  gomeiy  v.  Kerr,  6  Cold.  (Tenn.)  199. 
County  District  Court  Judges,  8  Ohio  98  Am.  Dec.  450;  Cartric^t  v.  Cait^ 
St.  201,  70  Am.  Dec.  100;  Bradshaw  right,  70  W.  Va.  507,  74  S.  E.  6SS, 
V.  Com.,  16  Orat.  (Va.)  507,  86  Am.  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  578  and  note. 
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thereby  be  violated.''  While  a  court  of  law  can  afford  relief  by  per- 
mitting tiie  party  claiming  under  a  lost  deed  to  prove  its  contents  in 
a  suit  then  pending  before  it,  it  is  inadequcUe  to  afford  relief  from 
future  dangers'  that  may  arise  from  subeequent  purchasers  and  judg- 
ment creditors  without  actual  notice."  So  also  equity  has  jmrisdic- 
tion  for  discovery  and  relief  in  proper  cases  touching  lost  written 
instruments,'^  and  it  has  been  ruled  that  if  discovery  is  had  show- 
ing facts  that  warrant  relief  in  equity  or  at  law,  the  court  having 
obtained  jurisdiction  of  the  cause  may  award  such  relief  as  proper 
for  courts  of  equity  to  grant,  if  relief  as  well  as  discovery  be  prayed 
for  in  the  bill."  The  right  to  relief  in  equity  does  not  depend  on 
any  statutory  provision,  but  has  its  sanction  in  the  general  juris- 
diction of  courts  of  equity.** 

4.  Re-execution. — It  is  also  settled  that  where  the  purchaser  or 
the  grantee  of  land  has  by  accident  lost  his  deed  so  that  he  has 
no  record  title  to  the  land  which  was  conveyed  to  him,  a  court  of 
equity  has  power  to  compel  the  vendor  to  execute  anoth^  deed  so 
as  to  clothe  the  purchaser  with  the  record  title.'  And  where  the 
circumstances  are  such  that  this  is  not  possible  or  practicable,  the 
court  may  appoint  a  commissioner  to  execute  a  proper  deed.^  Of 
course  it  is  always  competent  for  the  grantor  or  maker  of  a  lost 
deed  or  other  instrument  which  has  been  lost  to  re-execute  it  volun- 
tarily, if  living  and  under  no  disability;  and  this  method  of  adjusting 
the  difficulty  is  to  be  commended  on  the  grounds  both  of  fair  deal- 
ing and  of  convenience. 

5.  Pleading. — ^In  a  bill  to  restore  a  lost  deed  it  is  not  necessary  to 
set  out  the  description  of  the  land  as  given  in  the  deed.  The  con- 
tents of  the  lost  instrument  are  a  matter  of  proof  and  not  of  plead- 
ing, and  it  is  sufficient  if  the  averments  of  the  bill  identify  the  land, 
and  furnish  a  basis  for  proof  of  a  more  specific  description,  not 
inconsistent  therewith.'  But  it  has  been  ruled  that  to  entitle  the 
complainant  to  equitable  relief  the  bill  must  show  that  the  loss 

16.  Cartright  v.  Cartright,  70  W.  Laney  v.  Bandlett,  80  Me.  169,  13  Atl. 
Va.  507,  74  S.  E.  655,  Ann.  Cas.  686.  6  A.  S.  R.  169. 

1914A  578.  20.  Kent  v.  St.  Michael  Church,  136 

17.  rindlay  v.  Hinde,  1  Pet.  241,  7  N.  Y.  10,  32  N.  E.  704*  32  A.  S.  R. 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  128;  Simmons  Creek  693,  18  LJI.A.  331. 

Coal  Co.  V.  Doran,  142  U.  S.  417,  12  1.  Kent  v.  St.  Michael  Church,  136 
S.  Ct  239,  35  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1063;  N.  Y.  10,  32  N.  E.  704,  32  A.  S.  R.  693, 
Griffin  V.  Pries,  23  Fla.  173,  2  So.  18  L.R.A.  331. 


18.  Pindlay  v.  Hinde,  1  Pet.  241,  7  474,  40  Am.  Dec.  759;  Cartright  v, 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  128;  Lancy  v.  Rand-  Cartright,  70  W.  Va.  507,  74  S.  E. 
lett,  80  Me.  169,  13  AU.  686,  6  A.  S.  655,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  578. 

R.  169.  3.  Cartright  v.  Cartright,  70  W.  Va, 

19.  Gormley  t.  Clark.  134  U.  S.  338,  607,  74  S.  E.  655,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A 
10  S.  Ct  554,  33  U,      (L.  ed.)  909;  578. 
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occurred  without  the  fault  of  the  complainant.*  In  an  early  case 
it  was  held  that  an  affidavit  of  the  losa  of  the  instrument  in  question 
must  be  attached  to  a  bill  for  discovery  and  relief,  and  the  absence 
of  such  affidavit  ia  good  cause  for  demurrer  to  the  bill;  but  unless 
taken  advantage  of  by  demurrer,  the  objection  will  be  considered  as 
waived.*  Under  the  statutes  in  some  jurisdictions  providing  a  judicial 
proceeding  for  the  establishment  of  lost  or  destroyed  records,  the 
petition  to  establish  title  need  not  show  that  the  petitioner  was  in 
possession  of  the  land  or  that  it  was  vacant  and  unoccupied,  as 
required  in  a  bill  to  quiet  title,  but  all  persons  in  possession  are  to  be 
made  defendants.* 

6.  Evidence. — Since  the  delivery  of  a  deed  is  an  essential  element 
of  its  due  execution,  the  burden  is  on  him  who  claims  title  under 
a  lost  deed  to  prove  its  delivery.'  Where  the  grantor  is  deceased, 
the  grantee  is  not  a  competent  witness  to  prove  delivery  as  against 
the  heirs  of  the  grantor,  but  it  may  be  established  by  proof  of  the 
grantor's  declarations  and  admissions  to  third  persons.  And  if  in 
such  case  delivery  of  the  deed  to  the  grantee  be  fully  proven  by 
other  competent  witnesses,  the  grantee  is  then  competent  to  prove 
its  subsequent  loss.*  In  a  suit  to  establish  a  lost  deed,  it  has  been 
ruled  that  proof  of  the  loss  of  a  book  of  records  is  of  no  avail  unless 
it  also  be  shown,  at  least  by  circumstances  which  will  justify  the 
court  in  finding  the  fact,  that  the  grant  was  duly  and  properly 
entered  in  the  lost  rbcord.* 

7.  Defenses. — If  a  lost  deed  was  itself  void  or  voidable  for  cham- 
per^  or  fraud,  or  because  executed  in  violation  of  some  rule  of 
law  or  of  public  policy,  a  court  of  equity  will  not  lend  its  aid  to 
establish  it.**^  But  where  the  illegality  complained  of  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  avoid  the  deed  or  prevent  the  vesting  of  title,  it  will  not  be 
sufficient  to  prevent  the  holder  of  the  title  from  having  the  deed 
restored  in  equity,  on  the  recognized  principle  that  executed  con- 
tracts will  not  be  disturbed  even  though  based  on  an  illegal  con- 
sideration.** It  has  been  ruled  that  if  complete  procedure  for  the 
establishment  of  lost  papers  at  law  has  been  provided  by  statute, 
equity  is  ousted  of  its  jurisdiction,  unless  a  special  case  is  made  by 

4.  Laney  v.  Randlett,  80  Me.  169,  laiutions,  vol.  1,  p.  500  et  seq. ;  Wvr- 

13  Atl.  686,  6  A.  8.  R.  169.  hesses. 

6.  Findlay  v.  Hinde,  1  Pet.  241,  7  9,  United  States  v.  Knight,  1  Black 

U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  128.  227,  17  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  76. 

6.  Gormley  v.  Clark,  134  U.  8.  338;  lO.  Montgomery  v.  Kerr,  6  Cold. 
10  8.  Ct.  554,  33  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  909.  (Tenn.)  199,  98  Am.  Dec.  460. 

7.  See  generally,  Deeds,  vol.  8,  p.  11.  Montgomery  v.  Kerr,  6  Cold. 
999.  (Tenn.)  199,  98  Am.  Dec.  450.  See 

8.  Cartright  t.  Cartrigfat,  70  W.  Va.  also  Cancellation  or  Instbuioimts, 
507,  74  8.  E.  655,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  vol.  4,  p.  600;  Dbids,  tdL  8^  p.  96L 
678.   And  see  Admissions  and  Dec- 

1172 


Digitized  by  Google 


17  B.  C.  L.  LOST  PAPERS  AND  RECORDS  §§  8,  9 

the  biU,'*  but  in  othw  jurisdictions  the  equitable  remedy  under 
such  circumstances  is  h^d  to  be  concurrent  with  that  at  law.^* 

8.  Constitutioaality  of  Statutes. — Generally  speaking,  a  state  pos- 
sesses the  power  to  remedy  the  confusion  and  uncertainty  as  to  regis- 
tered titles  to  land,  ari^ng  from  the  loss  or  destruction  of  public 
records  by  flood,  fire,  or  earthquake,  and  in  some  states  statutes 
have  been  enacted  providing  for  the  re-establishment  of  the  record 
title  under  such  circumstances.'*  The  constitutionality  of  such  stat- 
utes, in  providing  for  substituted  service  on  nonresident  and  unknown 
defendants,  has  been  upheld  by  the  courts.'*  The  constitutional 
guaranty  of  due  process  requires  that,  in  actions  of  this  character, 
persons  whose  inter^  in  the  land  may  be  a£Fected  must  be  given  such 
notice  of  the  pendency  of  the  proceeding  and  of  the  fact  that  their 
interests  may  be  a£Fected  as  is  reasonable  and  appropriate  to  the  nature 
of  the  case,  and  this  requirement  is  held  to  be  satisfied  by  giving  to 
parties  known,  or  who,  by  reasonable  effort,  could  be  known,  notice 
by  personal  service  or  its  equivalent,  and  to  parties  unknown  notice 
by  publication."  And  a  statute  of  this  character,  which  vests  juris- 
diction in  a  court  of  equity,  is  not  unconstitutional  because  not  pro- 
viding for  a  trial  by  jury,''  And  it  hfis  been  ruled  that  the  fact 
that  such  a  statute  applies  only  to  proceedings  for  the  re-establishment 
of  lost  real  estate  records  does  not  render  it  repugnant  to  a  constitu- 
tional provision  that  special  laws  shall  not  be  passed  regulating  the 
practice  in  courts  of  justice,  since  it  is  of  such  a  peculiar  nature  as 
to  justify  its  classification  for  purposes  of  procedure.'* 

Judicial  Records 

9,  Substitution  by  Order  of  Court — Independent  of  statutory 
authorization,  evwy  court  of  record  has  a  supervisory  and  protect- 
ing charge  over  its  records  and  the  papers  belonging  to  ita  files,  and 
may  at  any  time  direct  tiie  correction  of  dericd  errors,  or  the  sub- 
stitution of  papers  in  case  the  originals  are  purloined  or  lost.'* 


12.  Osbom  T.  Harris  Connty,  17  Kerrigan,  150  Cal.  289,  88  Pac.  366, 

Ga.  123,  63  Am.  Dec.  230.  119  A.  S.  R.  199,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

15.  Note:  63  Am.  Dec.  232.    See  682. 

also  Equitt,  vol.  10,  p.  280.  16.  American  lAnd  Co.  v.  Z«iss,  213 

14.  Gormley  v.  Clark,  134  U.  S.  338,  U.  S.  47,  31  S.  Ct.  200,  55  U.  S.  {L. 

10  S.  Ct.  554,  33  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  909;  ed.)  82;  Title,  etc.,  Restoration  Co.  v. 

Title,  etc..  Restoration  Co.  v.  Kerri-  Kerrigan,  150  Cal.  289,  88  Pac.  356, 

San,  150  Cal.  289,  88  Pac.  356,  119  A.  119  A.  S.  R.  199,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  682. 

.  R.  109,  8  LJl.A.(N.S.)  682;  Thomp-  17.  Gormley  v.  Clark,  134  U.  S.  338, 

son  V.  Maloney,  199  lU.  276,  65  N.  E.  10  S.  Ct.  554,  33  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  909. 

236,  93  A.  S.  R.  133.  18.  Title,  etc.,  Restoration  Co.  v. 

Note:  20  Ann.  Cas.  34.  Kerrigan,  150  Cal.  289,  88  Pac.  356, 

16.  American  Land  Co.  t.  Zeiss,  219  119  A.  8.  R.  190,  8  LJl.A.(N.S.)  682. 
U.  S.  47,  31  8.  Ct.  200,  S5  U.  S.  (L.  19.  Phillips  v.  Moor«,  100  U.  S.  208, 
ed.)  82;  Title,  etc.,  Restoration  Co.  v.  25  V.  B.  (L.  ed.)  603;  UeLandon  v. 
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This  powffl:  is  a  matter  of  necessity,  whether  the  loss  occurs  while 
the  cause  is  in  fieri,  before  it  has  progressed  to  final  judgment  or 
after  such  judgment  has  been  rendered,  and  wheither  the  Toes  is  of 
the  whole  record  or  of  papers  which  when  it  is  finally  made  up  will 
constitute  a  part  of  it.***  In  making  such  corrections  or  substitu- 
tions, the  clerk  is  under  the  control  and  authority  of  the  court;  ^  and 
the  matters  thus  substituted,  by  order  of  the  proper  court,  become 
records  of  equal  validity  to  those  which  are  destroyed* 

10.  Application  to  Court. — An  application  to  supply  or  substitute 
lost  papers  must  be  made  to  the  court  which  tried  the  case.*  And 
it  has  been  ruled  that  the  substitution  can  be  made  only  after  a 
personal  notice  to  the  opposite  party  of  the  intention  to  move  the 
court,  which  notice  must  be  sufficiently  explicit  to  advise  the  oppo- 
site party  of  what  is  intended,  and  such  also  as  will  enable  him 
to  controvert  the  affidavits  submitted  in  support  of  the  motion.  Thus, 
a  notice  which  is  defective,  because  it  does  not  contain  a  sufficient 
description  of  the  record  proposed  to  be  made  anew,  or  its  conform- 
ity with  that  which  is  said  to  have  been  destroyed,  will  be  dismissed.* 
The  prevailing  rule  is  that  if  the  court,  on  the  hearing  of  a  motion 
to  establish  a  lost  paper,  e.>g.,  so  as  to  complete  the  record  for  the 
purpose  of  an  appeal,  finds  it  impossible  to  supply  such  paper,  the 
loss  not  being  due  to  the  moving  party's  fault  or  negligence,  a  new 
trial  should  be  granted,  inasmuch  as  a  party  should  not  be  deprived 
of  any  right  by  loss  of  the  record  due  to  an  accident  not  chargeable 
to  him.*  But  it  has  been  held  that  a  new  trial  will  not  be  granted 
where  no  effort  has  been  made  to  supply  the  lost  record  by  appli- 
cation to  the  trial  judge.*  Lost  papers  which  constituted  a  part  of 
the  judicial  record  may  be  supplied  by  the  court  at  any  time,  as 

Jones,  8  Ala.  298,  42  Am.  Dec.  640;  1.  Hollister  v.  Lucas  County  Dis- 

Lyon  V.  Boiling,  14  Ala.  753,  48  Am.  trict  Court  Judges,  8  Ohio  St  201, 

Dee.  122;  State  v.  Rivera,  58  la.  102,  70  Am.  Dec.  100. 

12  N.  W.  117,  43  Am.  Rep.  112;  Gen-  2.  Phillips  v.  Moore,  100  U.  B.  208, 

try  V.  Hutchcraft,  7  T.  B.  Men.  (Ky.)  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  603;  McJL«ndon  v. 

241, 18  Am.  Dec.  172;  Frink  v.  Prink,  Jones,  8  Ala.  298,  42  Am.  Dec.  640. 

43  N.  H.  508,  80  Am.  Dec.  189,  82  8.  Gentry  v.  Hutchcraft,  7  T.  B. 

Am.  Dec.  172;  Chichester  v.  Cande,  3  Mon.  (Ky.)  241, 18  Am.  Dec.  172. 

Cow.  (N.  Y.)  39,  15  Am.  Dec.  238  4.  McLendon  v.  Jones,  8  Ala.  298, 

and  note;  Mount  v.  State,  14  Ohio  295,  42  Am.  Dee.  640. 

45  Am.  Dec.  542;  Hollister  t.  Lncaa  6.  Richardson  v.  State,  15  Wyo.  465^ 

Connty  District  Court  Judges,  8  Ohio  89  Pae.  1027,  12  Aim.  Caa  104S  and 

St.  201,  70  Am.  Dec.  100;  Schultz  v.  note. 

State,  15  Tex.  App,  258,  49  Am.  Rep.  Note :  21  Ann.  Cas.  262. 

194;  Bradsfaaw  t.  Com.,  16  Qratt.  See  also  Appeal  and  Errob,  vol.  2, 

(Va.)  507,  86  Am.  Dec.  722.  See  also  p.  264. 

Courts,  vol.  7,  pp.  1021-1022.  6.  Dumbarton  Realty  Co.  v.  Erick- 

20.  State  v.  Ireland,  109  Me.  158,  son,  143  la.  677,  120  N.  W.  1025, 

83  Atl.  453,  Ann.  Cas.  1913E  604,  41  136  A.  S.  R.  778,  21  Ann.  Cas.  258. 

L.R.A.(N.s.)  lorg. 
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well  after  as  during  the  term.'  An  application  to  supply  a  lost  writ, 
declaration,  or  other  part  of  the  record,  if  accompanied  by  proof  of 
loss,  is,  in  general,  ad<kessed  to  the  discretion  of  the  court,  and  as  such, 
the  decision  of  a  court  of  original  jurisdiction  cannot  be  re^amined 
in  an  appellate  court  on  a  writ  of  error.'  For  obvious  reasons,  an 
attempted  substitution  without  application  to,  and  an  order  by,  the 
court  is  a  nullity,  and  the  papers  thus  added  to  the  record  will  be 
disregarded.* 

11.  Evidence  Necessary  to  Substitute. — ^The  personal  knowledge  of 

the  judge  before  whom  the  case  was  tried  is  not  essential  to  the 
substitution  of  a  lost  record,  as  he  has  the  unquestionable  authority  to 
direct  the  parties  interested  to  produce  their  proofs  in  relation  to  the 
matter,  and  inform  himiself  by  competent  evidence,  and  to  act  on 
that,  as  he  acts  on  proof  given  in  court  in  the  performance  of  other 
judicial  acts.'**  The  court  is  the  proper  judge  as  to  the  amount  and 
kind  of  evidence  requisite  in  each  case  to  establish  the  real  contents 
of  the  lost  record,**  and  obviously  it  must  be  by  the  best  secondary 
evidence  of  which  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit.'*  A  substitu- 
tion, it  has  been  held,  may  be  ordered  on  proof  by  affidavits  as  to 
the  contents  of  the  lost  papers;  but  if  the  affidavits  are  met  with 
counter  affidavits,  the  court  will  proceed  with  the  utmost  caution; 
and  when  the  evidence  leaves  the  matter  doubtful,  or  uncertain,  the 
motion  should  be  denied."* 

12.  Parol  Evidence  of  Judicial  Records. — The  rule  in  respect  to 
judicial  records  is  that  before  inferior  evidence  can  be  received  of 
their  contents,  their  existence  and  loss  must  be  clearly  accounted  for. 
It  must  be  shown  that  there  was  such  a  record  and  that  it  has  been 
lost  or  destroyed,  or  is  otherwise  incapable  of  being  produced.**  It 
has  been  ruled  that  the  inferior  evidence  to  establish  the  existence  of 
a  judicial  record  must  be  something  officially  connected  with  it, 
such  as  the  journals  of  the  court,  or  some  othw  entry,  though  short 
of  the  record  itself,  which  shows  that  it  has  been  judicially  made. 
For  example,  the  burning  of  an  office  and  of  its  records  is  no  proof 

7.  Gentry  t.  Hutchcraft,  7  T.  B.  Court  Judges,  8  Ohio  St.  201,  70  Am. 
Men.  (Ky.)  241,  18  Am.  Dec.  172;  Dec  100;  State  v.  Gardner,  13  Lea 
Prink  v.  Frink,  43  N.  H.  508,  80  Am.   (Tenn.)  134,  40  Am.  Rep.  660. 

Dec.  189,  82  Am.  Dec.  172.  11.  Frink  v.  Frink,  43  N.  H.  508, 

8.  Cook  V.  Burnley,  11  Wall.  659,  80  Am.  Dec.  189,  82  Am.  Dec.  172. 
20  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  29.  12.  Galbraith  v.  McFarland,  3  Cold. 

9.  Galbraith  v.  McFarland,  3  Cold.  (Tenn.)  267,  91  Am.  Dec  281. 
(Tenn.)  267,  91  Am.  Dec.  281.  13.  McLendon  t.  Jones,  8  Ala.  298, 

10.  Dumbarton  Realty  Co.  v.  Eriek-  42  Am.  Dec.  640. 

son,  143  la.  677,  120  N.  W.  1025,  21  14.  Den  v.  Baskerville,  11  How.  329, 
Ann.  Cas.  258  and  note,  136  A.  S.  R.  13  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  717;  Smith  v.  Wil- 
778;  Frink  v.  Frink,  43  N.  H.  508,  son,  17  Md.  460,  79  Am.  Dec  6fir>. 
80  Am.  Dec  189,  82  Am.  Dec  172;  And  see  Evidbncb,  vol.  10,  p.  914  et 
Hollister  v.  Lneas  County  District  seq. 
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that  a  particular  record  had  ever  existed,  but  only  lays  the  founda- 
tion for  the  inferior  evidence."'  After  satisfactory  evidence  has  been 
produced  of  tiie  existence. and  the  loss  or  destruction  of  the  record, 
parol  evidence  is  admissible  of  its  contents,  especially  when  no  higher 
evidence  is  shown  to  exist.**  The  rule  is  applied  to  destroyed  orders, 
verdicts,  judgments  and  decrees,*'  warrants  and  summonses,*^  plead- 
ings,** writs  of  attachment,  execution,  scire  facias,  etc.,  and  the  a£^- 
cer's  return  thereon.'*  By  the  weight  of  authority  the  rule,  also, 
applies  to  affidavits^  and  depositions.*  It  has  been  held  that  the 
recital  in  an  administrator's  deed,  corroborated  by  other  circum- 
stances, is  sufficient  proof  of  the  existence  and  loss  of  the  record  of 
a  license  to  sell  alleged  to  have  been  granted  by  the  court  to  the 
administrator.*  Statutes  permitting  substitution  for  lost  ta  destroyed 
records  do  not  preclude  parol  proof  of  their  contents.* 
\  

m.  BflcovBRT  ON  Lost  Instbumbnis 


O&neral  Principl6$ 

13.  Substantive  Right. — ^It  is  an  axiom  in  the  law  of  evidence  that 
the  contents  of  any  written  instrument  lost  or  destroyed  may  be  proved 
by  competent  evidence  when  tiie  due  execution  and  loss  of  the 
instrument  have  been  proved.*    It  follows  that  tha  only  effect  of 


15.  Den  v.  Baakerville,  11  How.  329,  19.  Spadra  Creek  Coal  Co.  t.  Ea- 

13  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  717;  Smith  v.  Wil-  reka  Anthracite  Coal  Co.,  104  Ark. 
son,  17  Md.  460,  79  Am.  Deo.  665.  359,  148  S.  W.  644,  Ann.  Gas.  1914C 

16.  Biggs  T.  Tayloe,  9  Wheat.  483,  464. 

6  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  140;  Den  v.  Basker-  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916D  248-257. 

ville,  11  How.  329,  13  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  20.  Gentry  v.  Hutchcraft,  7  T.  B. 

717;  Cook  v.  Burnley,  11  Wall.  659,  Mon.  (Ky.)  241,  18  Am.  Dec.  172; 

20  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  29;  Lyon  v.  Boiling,  Chichegter  v.  Cande,  3  Cow.  (N.  Y.) 

14  Ala.  753,  48  Am.  Dec.  122;  Pm-  30, 15  Am.  Dec.  238  and  note. 

den  V.  Alden,  23  Pick.  (Mass.)  184,  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916D  248  et  aeq. 

34  Am.  Dee.  51;  Nelson  v.  Boynton,  1.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916D  248  et 

3  Mete.  (Mass.)  396,  37  Am.  Dec.  148;  seq. 

Kakin  v.  Doe,  10  Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  2.  Barton  v.  Drig^,  20  Wall.  125, 

549,  48  Am.  Dee.  770:  Capell  v.  Fa-  22  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  299;  Stebbins  v. 

g&n,  30  Mont.  507,  77  Pac.  65,  2  Ann.  Duncan,  108  U.  S.  32,  2  S.  Ct.  313, 

Cas.  37.  27  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  641. 

Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916D  248  et  seq.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916D  248-257. 

17.  Hedrick  v.  Hughes,  15  Wall.  123,  8.  Pruden  v.  Alden,  23  Pick.  (Mass.) 

21  V.  S.  (L.  ed.)  52;  Burton  v.  Driggs,  184,  34  Am.  Dec.  51. 

20  WaU.  125,  22  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  299;  4.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916D  248-257. 

WiUiams  v.  Richardson,  66  Fla.  234,  5.  Minor  v.  Tillotson,  7  Pet.  09,  8 

63  So.  446,  Ann.  Cas.  1916D  245  and  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  621;  Riggs  v.  Tayloe, 

note.  9  Wheat.  483,  6  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  140; 

18.  Howell  T.  Wysor,  74  W.  Va.  Burton  v.  Driggs,  20  Wall.  125,  22  U. 
689,  82  8.  E.  503,  Ann.  Cas.  1916C  S.  (L.  ed.)  299;  Helton  v.  Asher,  103 
619.  Ky.  730,  46  8.  W.  22,  82  A.  S.  R. 

Note:  Ana.  Cas.  1916D  248-257.  601;  CapeU  v.  Fagan,  30  Mont.  507, 
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losing  the  instraxDent  is  to  impair  the  remedy.  And  it  would  seem 
to  follow  logically  that  the  d^culty  in  the  way  of  enforcing  the 
rights  and  obligations  in  any  court  does  not  raise  a  jurisdictional 
question,  but  merely  the  question  of  that  particular  court's  ability, 
because  of  the  impairment  of  the  remedy^  to  afford  relief  and  do 
justice  to  all  parties.*  The  real  difficulties  in  the  way  of  relief  are 
practical.  Courts  of  law  cannot  adequately  give  relief  where  profit 
is  necessary.'  Courts  both  of  law  and  equity  find  additional  cUfficul- 
ties  in  actions  based  on  certain  classes  of  negotiable  instruments,  i.  e., 
indemnifying  the  defendant  against  loss,  if  the  loet  pape^  f^ould 
find  its  way  into  the  hands  of  an  innocent  purchaser  for  value,^ 
and,  where  the  defendant  is  an  acceptor  or  indorser  entitled  by 
the  law  merchant  to  possession  of  the  instrument  as  a  voucher,  pro- 
viding an  equivalent  for  this  right.*  The  more  adaptable  nature 
of  equitable  relief  caused  that  at  iirat  to  be  employed,'*  but  relief 
has  been  given  at  law  wherever  the  difficulties  suggested  have  not 
existed,^'  or  the  courts  of  law  have  found  means  to  avoid  these 
difficulties." 

14.  Destruction. — Instruments  canceled,  altered  or  destroyed  by 
the  person  seeking  to  recover  on  them  stand  on  a  sUghtiy  different 
basis.  When  the  owner  of  an  instrument  voluntarily  and  intentionally 
destroys  it,  or  alters  it  fraudulently,  he  has  no  remedy ;  ^  and  in 
the  absence  of  any  proof  tiiat  the  destruction  was  the  result  of  acci- 
dent or  mistake,  or  of  other  circumstance  rebutting  a  fraudulent 
purpose  or  design,  especially  where  it  appears  that  the  paper  was 
voluntarily  and  designedly  destroyed  by  tjie  party  who  relies  on  it 
in  support  of  his  action,  the  inference  is  that  the  purpose  of  the 
party  in  destroying  it  was  fraudulent,  and  he  is  excluded  from 
offering  secondary  evidence  to  prove  the  contents  of  the  document 
which  he  has  by  his  own  act  put  out  of  eustonce.'*  So,  where  th» 

77  Pac.  55,  2  Ann.  Cas.  37;  Van-  9.  Tuttle  v.  Standish,  4  Allen 
aaken  v.  Hombeck,  14  N.  J.  L.  178,  (Mass.)  481,  81  Am.  Dec.  712. 

25  Am.  Dec.  509;  Snyder  v.  Charlea-  10.  Note:  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  648-656. 

ton,  etc.,  Bridge  Co.,  65  W.  Va.  1,  63  11.  Tower  v.  Appleton  Bank,  3  Al- 

S.  B.  616,  131  A.  S.  R.  947.    And  len  (Mass.)  387,  81  Am.  Dee.  665  and 

see  Evidence,  vol.  10,  p.  914  et  seq.  note. 

6.  Note:  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  648-656.  Note:  27  A.  S.  R.  724. 

7.  Fleet  v.  HerU,  201  111.  594,  66  12.  Note:  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  648-656. 
N.  E.  858,  94  A.  S.  R.  192;  Camp-  13.  Bank  of  United  States  v.  Sill, 
bell  V.  Myers,  72  W.  Va.  428,  78  S.  E.  5  Conn.  106,  13  Am.  Dec.  44 ;  Count 
671,  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  648  and  note.  Joannes  v.  Bennett,  5  Allen  (Mass.) 

Note:  94  A.  S.  R.  465.  169,  81  Am.  Dec.  738  and  note;  Van- 

8.  Thayer  v.  King,  15  Ohio  242,  45  auken  v.  Hombeck,  14  N.  J.  L.  178, 
Am.  Dec.  571;  Moses  v.  Trice,  21  26  Am.  Dec.  509.  And  see  Alteb- 
Grat.  (Va.)  556,  8  Am.  Rep.  609;  ation  or  iHSTRUimrTS,  vol.  1,  p.  990 
Campbell  v.-  Myers,  72  W.  Va.  428,  et  seq. 

78  S.  E.  671,  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  648  14.  Renner  v.  Columbia  Bank,  9 
and  note.  Wheat.  581,  6  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  166; 
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instrument  is  destroyed  deliberately  and  without  any  misapprehension 
as  to  its  effect,  the  owner  will  not  be  permitted  to  prove  its  contents 
by  parol,  so  as  to  recover  on  it  either  at  law  or  in  equity.**  The 
reason  for  this  is  clear;  it  would  be  in  violation  of  all  the  principles 
on  which  inferior  and  secondary  evidence  is  tolerated  to  allow  a 
party  the  benefit  of  it  who  has  wilfully  destroyed  the  higher  and 
better  testimony.**  However,  relief  will  be  given  if  there  was  no  fraud 
in  the  destruction  of  the  document,*'  and  the  deetruction  (although 
voluntary)  happened  through  mistake  or  accident,**  and  secondary 
evidence  of  the  contents  of  the  paper  is  admissible.** 


Instances  of  Relief 

15.  Memoranda. — The  simplest  case  of  relief  for  the  loss  or  defitrue- 
tton  is  that  of  instruments  of  a  merely  evidential  character.  Profert 
of  such  instruments  is,  of  course,  unnecessary,**  and  there  is  no 
need  of  indemnity,  or  the  return  of  the  instrument  to  tiie  defendant.' 
Where,  therefore,  the  instrument  is  a  mere  memorandum  of  aa 
agreement,  proof  of  its  loss  or  destruction  justifies  the  admission  of 
secondary  evidence  and  recovery  may  be  had  on  the  contract  at  law. 
Such  recovery  has  been  permitted  in  the  case  of  contracts  for  the 
sale  of  stock,*  or  merchandise,*  fire  insurance  policies,*  contracts  to 
marry,*  and  antenuptial  agreements.*  Where  the  written  memo- 
randum has  been  lost  or  destroyed,  recovery  may  thus  be  had,  whether 
a  writing  was  required  by  the  statute  of  frauds,'  or  a  merely  oral 

» 

Count  Joannes  v.  Bennett,  6  Allen  App.  536,  57  N.  £.  143,  79  A.  S.  B. 

(Mass.)  169,  81  Am.  Dee.  738  and  281. 

note.  1.  Note:  2  Ann.  Cas.  41. 

16.  Coont  Joannes  v.  Bennett,  5  Al-  2.  Biggs  v.  Tayloe,  9  Wheat.  483,  6 

len  (Mass.)  169,  81  Am.  Dec.  738  and  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  140. 

note.  3.  Sheridan  Coal  Co.  v.  C.  W.  Hull 

Note:  13  Am.  Dec.  479.  Co.,  87  Neb.  117,  127  N.  W.  218,  138 

16.  Blade  v.  Noland,  12  Wend.  (N.  A.  S.  B.  435;  Wallace  v.  Dowling,  86 
Y.)  173,  27  Am.  Dec  126.  S.  C.  307,  68  S.  E.  571,  138  A.  S.  R. 

17.  Tobin  T.  Shaw,  46  Me.  331,  71  1054. 

Am.  Dec.  547 ;  Count  Joannes  v.  Ben-  4.  Cummings  v.  Pennsylvania  Fire 

nett,  5  Allen  (Maas.)  169,  81  Am.  Ins.  Co.,  153  la.  579,  134  N.  W.  79, 

Dec.  738  and  note.  Ann.  Cas.  1913E  235,  37  IjJI.A.(N.S.) 

Note:  13  Am.  Dec  479.  U69. 

18.  Biggs  V.  Tayloe,  9  Wheat.  483,  6.  Tobin  v.  Shaw,  46  Me.  331,  71 
6  U.  S.  (U  ed.)  140.  Am.  Dec.  547. 

19.  Riggs  v.  Tayloe,  9  Wheat.  483,  6.  De  Lane  t.  Moore,  14  How.  253, 
6  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  140;  Tobin  v.  Shaw,  14  U.  S.  (U  ed.)  409. 

45  Me.  331,  71  Am.  Dec.  647.  7.  De  Lane  v.  Moore,  14  How.  253, 

Notes:  13  Am.  Dec  47,  479;  79  A.  14  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  409;  Wallace  v. 

S.  R.  287;  16  LJI.A.  205.  Dowlingr,  86  S.  C.  307,  68  S.  fi.  671, 

20.  Bank  of  United  Stotes  v.  Sill,  138  A.  S.  R.  1064. 

6  Conn.  106,  13  Am.  Dec  44  and  Note:  2  Ann.  Gas.  41. 
note;  McCnllooh  r.  Smith,  24  Ind. 
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contract  would  have  been  enforceable.*  The  fact  that  an  action  may 
be  maintained  at  law  usually  precludes  relief  in  equity.  While  a 
court  of  equity  has  jurisdiction  to  set  up  and  give  relief  in  cases 
of  lost  deeds  and  bonds^  and  lost  negotiable  instruments  in  certain 
cases,  the  loss  or  destruction  of  account  books  or  other  memoranda  of 
a  contract  is  not  of  itself  a  ground  of  equity  jurisdiction,*  though 
in  a  particular  case  there  may  be  other  grounds,  unconnected  with 
the  loss  of  the  memorandum,  sufficient  to  give  equity  jurisdiction.^* 
16.  Deeds.— A  deed,  properly  executed,  operates  as  an  immediate 
conveyance  of  title,*^  and  is  thereafter  chiefly  valuable  as  evidence 
of  the  rights  conveyed.  In  this  respect  deeds  are  like  judicial  records 
which  are  evidence  of  the  l«gal  proceedings  which  actually  took 
place.  It  follows  that  the  loss  or  destruction  of  a  deed  after  delivery 
does  not  divest  the  title  of  the  grantee.**  Courts  of  equity  will 
establish  the  possession  of  a  party  who  claims  title  under  a  deed 
which  has  been  lost  or  destroyed,  or  grant  such  relief  as  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  may  require;  ^*  and  where  the  plaintiff  brings  his 
action  at  law  to  recover  possession  of  real  estate,  and  the  defendant's 
title  thereto  is  derived  from  an  unrecorded  deed,  which  has  been  lost, 
the  defendant  has  a  right  to  resort  to  equity  to  enjoin  the  action 
at  law  and  perfect  his  title  under  Hhe  lost  deed.**  When  an  action 
^  is  brought  in  ejectment  for  the  recovery  of  land  and  a  deed  offered 
in  evidence  on  the  first  trial  of  the  case  has  been  burned  with  the 
other  papers  and  records  of  the  court,  secondary  evidence  of  its  con- 
tents is  admisnble,'*  and  the  same  rule  has  been  applied  where  the 
deed  was  lost  or  destroyed  before  the  action  at  law  was  begun." 
In  some  jurisdictions  statutes  specifically  provide  for  the  proof  of 
such  instruments."  A  deed  once  recorded  is  notice  to  all  tiie  world, 
although  the  record  be  lost  or  destroyed,**  even  though  it  was  destroyed 
or  canceled  of  record  by  the  recorder.**  Likewise  the  rights  of  a 
mortgagee  become  fixed  by  the  record  of  his  mortgage,  which  is 


8.  Cummings  v.  Pennsylvania  Fire 
Ins.  Co.,  153  la.  579,  134  N.  W.  79, 
Ann.  Cas.  1913E  235,  37  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
1169. 

9.  Davis  V.  MarshaU,  114  Va.  193, 
76  S.  E.  316,  Ann.  Caa.  1914B  1025, 
See  alao  Equity,  vol.  10,  p.  291. 

10.  Note:  94  A.  S.  R.  465. 

11.  See  Deeds,  vol.  8,  p.  1013. 

12.  Note:  94  A.  S.  R.  465.  And  see 
Deeds,  vol.  8,  p.  1021. 

15.  Note:  94  A.  S.  R.  465. 
14.  Note:  94  A.  S.  R.  465. 

16.  BeUi  V.  Meagher,  104  U.  S.  279, 

26  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  735;  Stebbins  t. 
Duncan,  108  U.  S.  32,  2  S.  Ct.  313, 

27  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  641. 


16.  Booth  V.  Tieman,  109  U.  S.  205, 
3  S.  Ct.  122,  27  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  907; 
Scurry  v.  Seattle,  56  Wash.  1, 104  Pac. 
1129,  134  A.  S.  R.  1092  and  note. 

17.  Younge  v.  Guilbeau,  3  Wall.  636, 
18  U.  S.  (U  ed.)  262;  Hedriek  v. 
Hughes,  15  Wall.  123,  21  U.  S.  (L. 
ed.)  52;  Booth  v.  Tieman,  109  U.  S. 
205,  3  S.  Ct.  122,  27  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
907. 

18.  Stebbina  v.  Dnncan,  108  V.  S. 
32,  2  S.  Ct.  313,  27  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
641;  Cooper  v.  Flesner,  24  Okla.  47, 
103  Pac  1016,  20  Ann.  Cas.  29  and 
note.  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1180. 

19.  Note:  20  Ann.  Cas.  31 
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notice  for  all  time.'^  One  object  of  requiring  the  registration  of 
deeds  and  mortgages  is  certainly  the  security  of  the  grantee,  for 
thereby  he  is  protected  against  a  subsequent  sale  by  his  grantor,  and 
there  is  no  principle  of  law  or  rule  of  equity  vhich  can  deprive  or 
should  deprive  him  of  this  security  merely  because  the  record  it 
lost  or  destroyed.'  And  where,  as  in  some  jurisdictions,  statutes  have 
been  passed  allowing  the  restoration  of  records  which  have  been  lost 
or  destroyed  and  providing  in  the  alternative  that  the  original  instru- 
ment, if  in  existence,  may  be  again  recorded,  it  has  been  held  that 
the  holder  of  an  instrument  who  has  once  filed  and  recorded  it  is 
not  compelled,  after  the  destruction  of  the  record,  again  to  record 
the  ins^ment,  and  that  his  failure  to  do  so  does  not  affect  his  right 
to  rely  on  the  sufficiency  of  the  first  r^istration,'  though  where, 
as  in  some  jurisdictions,  the  statute  provides  that  a  second  record- 
ing of  an  instrument  lost  or  destroyed  shall  relate  back  to  the  time 
of  destruction  if  made  within  a  fixed  period  it  has  been  held  that 
the  original  record  will  impart  notice  only  during  the  time  fixed.' 

17,  Bonds. — It  has  been  said  that  when  a  bond  ia  destroyed,  there 
i?  no  longer  any  debt  at  law  existing;  for  the  debt  exists  only  while 
the  bond  exists.*  This  is,  however,  inaccurate.  The  substantial  ri^ht 
to  recover  on  the  obligation  represented  by  a  sealed  instrument, 
which  has  been  lost  or  destroyed,  continues  bol^  in  law  and  in  equity, 
and  the  problem  is  simply  one  of  the  mode  of  recovery.^  •  Under  the 
old  procedure,  a  bond  or  other  instrument  under  seal,  being  a  spe- 
cialty, could  not  be  sued  on  at  law  unless  profert  was  made,^  and 
when  profert  was  made  oyer  could  be  prayed,  and  until  it  was  given, 
the  plaintiff  could  not  proceed  with  his  action.'  In  this  the  juris- 
diction in  chancery  had  its  origin.  In  case  of  a  lost  or  destroyed 
bond  profert  could  not  be  made,  and  &e  court  interposed  on  the 
ground  of  accident.'  Afterwards  when  courts  of  law  permitted  pro- 
fert to  be  dispensed  with  in  cases  of  actions  on  lost  bonds,  courts 
of  chancery  doubted  whether  courts  of  law,  according  to  the  course 
of  their  proceeding,  could  legally  give  indemnity  at  all,  and  if  they 
could,  whether  they  could  make  that  indemnity  adequate  and  ample ; 

20.  Shannon  v.  Hall,  72  HL  354,  22  6.  Note:  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  648  et 

Am.  Rep.  146.  seq. 

1.  Shannon  v.  HaU,  72  111.  354,  22  6.  Fleet  v.  Hertz,  201  HI.  594,  66 
Am.  Rep.  146.   See  also  Records.  N.  E.  858,  94  A.  S.  R.  192  and  note; 

2.  Shannon  v.  Hall,  72  111.  354,  22  Edwards  v.  McKee,  1  Mo.  123,  13 
Am.  Rep.  146;  Cooper  v.  Flesner,  24  Am.  Dec.  474  and  note. 

Okla.  47,  103  Pao.  1016,  20  Aon.     Note:  94  A.  S.  R.  465. 

Cas.  29  and  notc^  23  L.RJL(N.S.)      7.  Long  v.  Constant,  19  Uo.  929, 

1180.  61  Am.  Dec.  559. 

3.  Note:  20  Ann.  Cas.  34.  8.  Kemey  v.  Kemey,  6  Leigh  (Va.) 

4.  Edwards  v.  McKee,  1  Mo.  123,  478,  29  A-m.  Dec.  213. 
13  Am.  Dec.  474  and  note.  Note:  94  A.  S.  R.  465. 

Note :  94  A.  S.  R.  465,  See  also  EQunr,  voi:  10,  p.  291. 
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and  they  retained  and  continued  to  exercise  the  jurisdiction  on  that 
ground;  and  there  is  an  additional  ground  for  the  jurisdiction  of 
equity  when  the  complainant  seeks  to  obtain  a  discovery  from  the 
respondent  as  to  the  instrument  Icst  'or  destroyed,  and  relief  conse- 
quent on  the  discovery.*  At  any  rate  jurisdiction  to  entertain  suits 
on  lost  and  destroyed  instruments  under  seal  has  been  entertained 
by  equity  courts  from  an  early  day,  and  the  jurisdiction  of  a  court 
of  equity  to  give  reUef  in  the  case  of  lost  bonds  is  now  too  well 
established  ever  to  be  called  in  question.'^  Belief  may  be  had  in 
equity  not  only  against  the  principal  obligor,^^  but  against  his  surety 
or  executor."  Where  a  statute  renders  it  unnecessary  to  make  pro- 
fert  of  the  instrument  sued  on,  the  effect  of  the  statute  is  to  remove 
every  obstacle  to  the  prosecution  of  a  suit  in  courts  of  law,^*  and 
even  in  the  absence  of  such  a  statute  it  has  been  held  that  when 
the  deed  cannot  be  produced,  the  plaintiff  may  excuse  himself  from 
making  a  profert  by  averring  that  the  deed  has  been  lost,  by  time 
and  accident,**  and,  although  there  is  authority  to  the  contrary,  it 
may  now  be  stated  that  courts  of  law,  both  in  this  country  and  in 
Englandi  take  cognizance  of  suits  on  lost  bonds.'^  In  the  case  of 
negotiable  bonds  there  is  an  additionid  difficulty  in  providing  indem- 
nity to  protect  the  defendant  from  the  possible  claims  of  a  bona  fide 
purchaser,  and  on  this  ground  a  plaintiff  has  usually  been  left  to 
seek  relief  in  equity.** 

18.  Non-negotiable  Bills  and  Notes. — ^In  an  action  on  a  promissory 
note,  the  defendant  not  being  entitled  to  oyer,  a  profert  is  not 
necessary,*'  nor  is  it  necessary  to  set  out  the  note  in  the  declara- 
tion, but  it  may  be  given  in  evidence  on  the  general  counts.**  The 
production  of  a  promissory  note  is  not  therefore  always  indispensable 
to  a  recovery  on  it.**  When  it  appears  that  there  could  be  no  recov- 
ery on  the  instrument  if  it  came  into  the  hands  of  a  bona  fide  pur- 
chaser for  value  the  only  difficulty  in  permitting  an  action  at  law 
is  one  of  evidence,**  and  though  the  best  evidence  in  the  power  of 

9.  Note:  94  A.  S.  R.  465.  16.  Notes:  13  Am.  Dee.  479  ;  29  Am. 

iS.  Bloomington  v.  Smith,  123  Ind.  Dec.  215;  94  A.  S.  R.  465;  16  L.R.A. 

41,  23  N.  E.  972,  18  A.  S.  R.  310  205. 

and  note;  Carter  v.  Jones,  40  N.  C.  16.  Bloomington  t.  Smith,  123  Ind. 


12.  Edwards  v.  McKee,  1  Mo.  123,  note. 
I  Am.  Dec.  474  and  note.  '  17.  McCnlloch  t.   Smith,  24  Ind. 

12.  Kemey  v.  Kemey,  6  Leigh  (Va.)  App.  636,  67  N.  E.  143,  79  A.  S.  R. 


14.  Fleet     Hertz,  201  111.  504,  66  McCnlloch  r.  Smith,  24  Ind.  App.  536, 

N.  E.  858,  94  A.  S.  R.  192  and  note;  57  N.  E.  143,  79  A.  S.  R.  281. 

MeCnllodi  v.  Smith,  24  Ind.  App.  19.  Reynolds  v.  French,  8  Vt.  86, 

536.  67  M.  B.  148, 78  A.  8.  Bw  281  and  30  Am.  Dee.  456. 


196,  49  Am.  Dec.  425. 


41,  23  N.  £.  972, 18  A.  S.  R.  310  and 


478,  29  Am.  Dec.  213. 
Note:  49  Am.  Dec.  428. 
13.  Note:  94  A.  S.  R.  465. 


281. 

18.  United  States  Bank  v.  Sill,  5 
Conn.  106,  13  Am.  Dec.  44  and  note; 


20.  Note:  48  UB.A.(N.S.)  648. 
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the  parties  must  always  be  furnished,'  if  the  original  is  lost  or 
destroyed  by  accident,  and  oo  fault  is  imputable  to  the  party,  it  is 
sufficient,  and  secondary  evidence  may  be  admitted.*  It  has,  there- 
fore, been  held  that  the  loss  'or  destruction  of  a  note  pending  an 
action  at  law  on  it  is  not  fatal  to  such  action,'  and  even  though  the 
loss  occurred  before  an  action  was  brought  on  it  the  party  who  lost 
it  may  proceed  by  action  at  law,  where  the  instrumoit  was  not 
negotiable  *  or,  being  negotiable,  has  not  been  negotiated  or  indorsed,* 
or  has  been  specially  indorsed  to  a  particular  individual,  to  whom 
it  is  exclusively  payable.*  Recovery  has  been  allowed  not  only  on 
notes'  and  checks,®  but  also  on  certificates  of  deposit*  and  pass 
books  of  savings  banks."  It  is  a  well  settled  rule,  also,  that  whe^ 
the  holder  of  a  bank  note  cuts  it  in  two  for  the  purpose  of  traiia- 
raitting  it  safely  by  mail,  and  one  of  the  parts  is  lost,  he  may  recover 
the  whole  amount  from  the  parties  liable  thereon  by  proving  such 
loss,  and  presenting  the  other  half.**  By  cutting  the  notes  in  two, 
their  negotiability  is  desteoyed  until  reunited,  and  it  would  be  almost 
impossible  for  the  finder  of  the  lost  halves  to  recover  on  tliem.  If 
he  did,  it  would  be  by  making  it  appeu*  that  they  were  the  halves 


1.  SimpsoD  V.  Dall,  3  Wall.  460,  16  6.  Moore  v.  Fall,  42  He.  450,  66  Am 

U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  265.  Dec.  297. 

2.  Rcnner  v.  Columbia  Bank,  9  7.  Cbandron  v.  Hunt,  3  £tew 
Wheat.  581,  6  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  166.  (Ala.)  31,  20  Am.  Dec.  60;  Rowley  v 

3.  Renner  v.  Columbia  Bank,  9  Ball,  3  Cow.  (N.  Y.)  303,  15  Am. 
Wheat.  581,  6  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  166;  State  Dec.  266;  Clark  v.  Snow,  60  Vt  205, 
Bank  V.  Aresten,  3  Scam.  (111.)  135,  14  Atl.  87,  6  A.  S.  R.  108. 

36  Am.  Dec.  536;  McCnlloeh  v.  Smith,  Notes:  13  Am.  Dec.  479  ;  27  Am. 

24  Ind.  App.  636,  67  N.  E.  143,  79  A.  Dee.  128,  129;  16  L.R.A.  205. 

S.  R.  281.  8.  Belle  Plaine  First  Nat.  Bank  v. 

Note:  16  L.R.A.  205.  McConnell,  103  Minn.  340,  114  N.  W. 

4.  Chaudron  v.  Hunt,  3  Stew.  (Ala.)  1129,  123  A.  S.  R.  336  and  note,  14 
31,  20  Am.  Dec.  60  and  note;  Rowley  Ann.  Cas.  396,  14  L.R.A.(N.B.)  616. 
V.  Ball,  3  Cow.  (N.  Y.)  303,  15  Am.  9.  Zander  v.  New  York  Security,  etc., 
Dec.  266.  Co.,  178  N.  Y.  208,  70  N.  E.  449,  102 

Notes:  13  Am.  Dee.  479}  29  Am.  A.  S.  R.  492;  Citizens'  Nat.  Bank  v. 

Dec.  215;  27  A.  S.  R.  724;  94  A.  S.  R.  Brown,  45  Ohio  St.  39,  11  N.  S.  799, 

465;  16  L.R.A.  205.  4  A.  S.  R.  526  and  note. 

5.  Chaudron  v.  Hunt,  3  Stew.  (Ala.)  Note:  94  A.  S.  R.  465. 
31,  20  Am.  Dee.  60;  Bridgeford  v.  10.  Note:  94  A.  S.  R.  465. 
Masonville  Mfg.  Co.,  34  Conn.  546,  91  11.  United  States  Bank  v.  Sill,  5 
Am.  Dec.  744;  Moore  v.  Fall,  42  M«.  Conn.  106,  13  Am.  Dec.  44  and  note; 
450,  66  Am.  Dec.  297;  Citizens'  Nat.  State  Bank  v.  Aresten,  3  Scam.  (HI.) 
Bank  v.  Brown,  45  Ohio  St.  39,  11  135,  36  Am.  Dec.  536  and  note;  Mnr- 
N.  E.  799,  4  A.  S.  B.  526  and  note;  dock  v.  Union  Bank,  2  Rob.  (La.) 
Lazel!  v.  LazeU,  12  Vt.  443,  36  Am.  112,  38  Am.  Dec.  197, 

Dec.  352;  Clark  v.  Snow,  60  Vt.  205,  Notes:  13  Am.  Dee.  47,  479;  62  Am. 

14  Atl.  87,  6  A.  S.  R.  108  and  note.  Dec.  450. 

Notes :  29  Am.  Dee.  215 ;  27  A.  S.  R.  As  to  the  loss,  destruction  or  ma- 

724  ;  94  A.  S.  R.  465;  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  tilation  of  bank  notes  generaHy,  see 

648-666.  Banks,  vol.  3,  p.  602. 
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of  some  other  notes  than  titiose  sued  on,  and  such  a  result  could  be 
produced  in  no  other  way  than  from  the  confusion  which  might 
arise  from  the  bank's  having  issued  two  notes  of  the  same  letter  and 
Dumber,  and  from  its  relying  on  Uie  date  alone  to  distinguish  the 
series.  This  is  its  own  fault,  and  should  not  prejudice  the  holder.'* 
So,  also,  though  a  note  is  in  form  negotiable,  if  its  negotiability 
■  is  restrained  by  statute,  a  recovery  may  be  had  in  an  action  at  law, 
on  proof  of  its  loss.** 

19.  Relief  in  Equity. — The  great  underlying  principle  on  which 
jmisdiction  in  equity  was  originally  assumed  and  the  ground  upon 
which  jurisdiction  is  usually  justified  to-day  is  the  lack  of  an  ade- 
quate remedy  at  law  **  but  where,  as  in  most  jurisdictions,  an  action 
at  law  may  be  brought  on  lost  or  destroyed  instruments,  not  nego- 
tiable in  form,  it  might  be  argued  that  equity  has  no  jurisdiction." 
Able  judges  hare  indeed  denied  that  the  equitable  jurisdiction  extends 
to  suits  on  non-negotiable  instruments  and  other  unsealed  contracts, 
since  an  action  at  law  can  always  be  maintained,  and  no  indem- 
nity is  necessary.'*  But  there  is  eminent  authority  in  favor  of  the 
jurisdiction  in  equity,  as  well  in  reg^d  to  instruments  not  negotiable 
as  those  which  are.'^  It  is  sometimes  stated  that  equity  early  assumed 
this  jurisdiction  in  cases  of  lost  non-negotiable  paper  on  the  ground 
that  there  could  be  no  profert  of  the  instrument  in  an  action  at  law.'* 
Profert  is  not  necessary  in  an  action  at  law  on  a  promissory  note.'* 
and  it  is  for  this  reason  that  the  courts  have  always  been  free  to 
give  relief  at  law."  In  individual  cases  the  jurisdiction  of  equity 
may  be  justified  on  the  ground  that  it  is  incidental  to  a  bill  of 
discovery,'  but  the  principal  grounds  of  the  jurisdiction  in  equity 
must  be  the  accident  by  which  that  which  the  parties  have  con- 
stitutod  their  contract  has  become  incapable  of  performing  its  destined 
office,*  and  the  fact  that  a  court  of  equity  alone  can  fully  protect 
the  defendant  by  its  decree  from  all  liabilities  which  may  arise,* 
because  it  can  require  indemnity  not  only  against  the  instrument 


18.  United  States  Bank  v.  Sill,  6 
Conn.  106,  13  Am.  Dec.  44  and  note. 

15.  Re.vnoIds  v.  French,  8  Yt  85, 
30  Am.  Dec.  456. 

Note:  16  L.R.A.  205. 

14.  See  EquiTT,  vol.  10,  p.  271. 

16.  Note:  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  648-656. 

16.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  246. 

17.  Belle  Plaine  First  Nat.  Bank  v. 
MeConnell,  103  Minn.  340,  114  N.  W. 
1129,  123  A.  S.  R.  3:16  and  note,  14 
Ann.  Caa.  396,  14  L..R.A.(N.S.)  616; 
Trulv  V.  Lane,  7  Smedes  &  H.  (Miss.) 
325,  45  Am.  Dec.  305:  Hart-Parr  Co. 
V.  Keeth,  62  Wash.  464,  114  Pae.  169, 
Ann.  Cas.  1912D  243  and  note. 


18.  Note:  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  648-656. 

19.  McCnlloch  v.  Smith,  24  Ind. 
App.  536,  57  N.  E.  143,  79  A.  S.  R. 
281. 

20.  See  snpra,  par  18. 

1.  Truly  V.  Lwe,  7  Smedes  &  M. 
(Miss.)  325,  45  Am.  Dec.' 305;  Clark 
T.  Snow,  60  Vt.  206,  14  AU.  87,  6  A. 
S.  R.  108. 

2.  Clark  v.  Snow,  60  Vt.  205,  14 
Atl.  87,  6  A.  S.  R.  108. 

3.  Truly  v.  Lane,  7  Smedes  &  M. 
(Miss.)  325,  45  Am.  Dec.  305;  Hart- 
Parr  Co.  v.  Ke^th,  62  Wash.  464,  114  • 
Pac.  169,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  243. 
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itself,  but  also  against  tbe  damages  and  accumulated  ^penses  of 

another  suit.*  The  fact  that,  in  a  particular  jurisdictioo,  the  legal 
remedy  may,  at  the  present  time,  be  adequate  is  immaterial,  for 
oqnity,  having  once  assumed  jurisdiction,  does  not  lose  it  by  reason 
of  the  fact  that  the  legal  remedy  later  becomes  adequate.' 

20.  Negotiable  Instruments.— Where  the  instrument  lost  or 
destroyed  is  negotiable  a  bona  fide  holder  taking  it  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  trade  would  have  a  right  of  recovery  on  it.*  The  early 
English  cases  therefore  held  that  there  could  be  no  recovery  at  law 
on  a  lost  note  without  showing  that  the  defendant  would  not  be  again 
subject  to  pay  it.'  In  this  country  there  has  been  much  conflict 
of  opinion  on  the  subject;  but  aside  from  statutes  the  great  weight  of 
authority  is  in  harmony  with  the  English  doctrine.*  Relief  at  law 
has  been  refused  on  negotiable  bills  of  exchange,*  promissory  notes,*" 
and  bank  notes ;  and  the  fact  that  the  sum  involved  is  too  small 
for  a  suit  in  equity  will  not  give  a  right  to  sue  at  law.^  In  those 
states  where  the  distinction  between  law  and  equity  is  preserved,  the 
rule  is  clearly  justifiable.''  If  the  original  holder  commence  suit, 
there  is  a  possibility  that  the  paper  may  be  outstanding  in  the  hands 
of  Ml  innocent  holder  and  hence  the  law  will  not  permit  a  recov- 
ery until  complete  indemnity  is  furnished  against  this  possibility.'* 
A  court  of  common  law  cannot  require  such  indemnity  as  a  part 
of  its  judgment.  It  can  neither  impose  terms  on  the  plaintiff  as 
a  condition  of  such  judgment,  nor  prevent  the  issue  of  an  execution 
thereon.'*    It  has  been  held,  however,  that  when  a  note  was  lost 

4.  Truly  v.  Lane,  7  Smedes  ft  M.  Notes;  94  A.  S.  R.  465;  16  L.R.A 
(Miss.)  325,  45  Am.  Dec.  305.  205. 

5.  Campbell  v.  Myers,  72  W.  ^a.  9.  Bloomington  v.  Smith,  123  Ind. 
428,  78  S.  E.  671,  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  41,  23  N.  E.  972,  18  A.  S.  R.  310; 
648  and  note.  See  also  Equity,  vol.  Crowe  v.  Clay,  9  Kxch.  604,  23  L.  J. 
10,  p.  280.  Esch.  150,  18  Jur.  654,  4  Eng.  Rul. 

6.  McClusky  v.  Gerhfliiser,  2  Nev.  Cas.  648  and  note. 

47.  no  Am.  Dee.  512.  Note:  16  L.R.A.  205. 

7.  Randolph  v.  Harris,  28  Cal.  561,  10.  Wade  v.  New  Orleans  Canal, 
87  Am.  Dec.  139;  Adams  v.  Baker,  16  etc.,  Co.,  8  Rob.  (La.)  140,  41  Am. 
R.  1.  1,  11  AtL  168.  27  A.  S.  R.  721  Dec.  296;  Thayer  v.  King,  15  Ohio 
and  note;  Crowe  v.  Clay,  9  Eieh.  604,  242,  45  Am.  Dec.  571;  Moses  v.  Tripe, 
23  L.  J.  Ezeh.  150,  IS  Jur.  654,  4  Eng.  21  Grat.  (Va.)  556,  8  Am.  Rep.  609. 
Rul.  Cas.  648  and  note.  11.  Tower  v.  Appleton  Bank,  3  Al- 

Note:  16  L.R.A.  205.  len  (Mass.)  387,  81  Am.  Dec.  665. 

8.  State  Bank  v.  Aresten,  3  Scam.      12.  Note:  16  L.R.A.  205. 

(111.)  135,  36  Am.  Dec.  536;  Bloom-  13.  Campbell  v.  Myere,  72  W.  Va. 

ington  V.  Smith,  123  Ind.  41,  23  N.  E.  428,  78  S.  E.  971,  48  L.B.A.(N.S.) 

972,  18  A.  S.  R.  310;  McClusky  v.  648  ai>d  note. 

Gerhauser,  2  Nev.  47,  90  Am.  Dec.  Note:  4  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  654. 

512;  Moses  v.  Trice,  21  Grat.  (Va.)  14.  Butler  v.  Joyce,  9  Mackey  (D. 

556,  8  Am.  Rep.  609;  Campbell  v.  C.)  191,  16  L.R.A.  205;  Thayer  v. 

Myers,  72  W.  Va.  428,  78  S.  E.  671,  King,  15  Ohio  242,  45  Am.  Dec.  571. 

48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  648  and  note.  15.  Thayer  t.  King,  16  Ohio  242, 
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after  the  suit  on  it  was  brought,  jurisdiction  is  not  lost  by  a  loss 
of  the  proofs  on  which  it  would  found  its  judgment,  the  courts  treat- 
ing the  question  as  one  simply  of  evidence,  and  hold,  notwithstanding 
the  peculiarities  of  negotiable  paper,  that  the  ordinary  principles 
relating  to  secondary  evidence  apply.'*  Moreover,  in  several  early 
American  cases  an  action  at  law  was  maintained  on  a  lost  negotiable 
bill  or  note  without  any  discussion  of  the  question  of  jurisdiction." 
But  most  of  these  decisions  were  in  jurisdictions  where  the  common 
law  courts  sometime  administered  equitable  relief.'*  Where  the 
distinctions  between  law  and  equity  have  been  abolished  the  reasons 
for  refusing  relief  no  longer  exist,  and  it  is  settled  that  an  action 
at  law  may  be  maintained  against  the  maker  of  a  lost  note.'*  In 
Louisiana,  where  the  civil  law  prevails,  the  question  of  jurisdiction 
as  between  law  and  equity  on  a  lost  note  does  not  arise,  and  a  suit 
will  lie  on  it  by  indemnifying  the  defendant** 

21.  Instruments  Subject  to  Equities. — Since  the  only  difficulty  in 
the  way  of  permitting  an  action  at  law  on  a  lost  negotiable  instru- 
ment is  that  of  indemnity,'  all  that  is  required  to  entitle  the  plain- 
ti£F  to  recover  is  proof  that  the  defendant  can  pay  the  note  without 
the  hazard  of  being  required  to  pay  it  a  second  tipie.*  Accordingly 
it  has  been  held  that  the  holder  is  entiUed  to  recover  where  tiie  instru- 
ment has  been  destroyed,*  or  has  been  traced  to  the  possession  of  the 
defendant  or  of  an  indorser,^  or  when  any  future  action  on  the  note 

45  Am.  Dec  571;  Moses  v.  Trice,  21  W.  1016,  42  A.  S.  R.  683  and  note, 
Grat.  (Va.)  556,  8  Am.  Rep.  609.       24  L.R.A.  444;  Moses  v.  Trice,  21 

16.  Butler  v.  Joyce,  9  Mackey  (D.  Grat.  (Va.)  556,  8  Am,  Rep.  609. 

C.)  101.  16  L.R.A.  205;  Moore  v.  20.  Brent  v.  Hrvin,  3  Mart.  N.  S. 

Fall,  42  Me.  450,  66  Am.  Dee.  297.  (La.)  303,  15  Am.  Dee.  157. 

Notes:  04  A.  S.  R.  465;  16  UR-A.  Note:  16  L.R.A.  205. 

205.  1.  See  supni,  par.  20. 

17.  Notes:  94  A.  8.  B.  465;  16  2.  Adams  v.  Baker,  16  B.  I.  1,  11 
L.R.A.  205.  All.  168,  27  A.  S.  R.  721. 

18.  Bridgeford  v.  Masonville  Mfg.  3.  Simpson  v.  Dall,  3  Wall.  460,  18 
Co.,  34  Conn.  546,  91  Am.  Dec.  744;  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  265;  Chaudron  v.  Hunt, 
Tower  v.  Appleton  Bank,  3  Allen  3  Stew.  (Ala.)  31,  20  Am.  Dec.  60; 
(Mass.)  387,  81  Am.  Dec.  666  and  Wade  v.  New  Orleans  Canal,  etc.,  Co., 
note;  Savannah  Nat  Bank  v.  Has-  8  Rob.  (La.)  140,  41  Am.  Dec.  296; 
kms,  101  Mass.  370,  3  Am.  Rep,  373;  Fella  Pout  Sav.  Inst.  v.  Weedon,  IS 
Hinckley  v.  Union  Pac.  R.  Co.,  120  Md.  320,  81  Axa.  Dec.  603;  Long  v. 


Notes:  13  Am.  Dec.  479;  16  LJtJL.  659;  Rowley  Ball,  3  Cow.  (N.  Y.) 
205.  303, 16  Am.  Dec  266;  Thayer  v.  King, 

19.  Randolph  Haixis,  28  Cal.  561,  16  Ohio  242,  45  Am.  Dec  571  and 
87  Am.  Dee.  130;  Bridgeford  v.  Ma-  note;  Campbell  v.  Hyen,  72  W.  Va. 
sonville  Mfg.  Co.,  34  Conn.  546,  91  428,  78  S.  E.  871,  48  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
Am.  Dee.  744;  Matthews  v.  Matthews,  648. 

97  Me.  40,  53  Atl.  831,  94  A.  S.  B.  Notes:  13  Am.  Dee.  482;  16  L.B.A. 
464  and  note;  Kixkwood  v.  Hasting  205. 

First  Nat  Bank,  40  Neb.  484,  58  N.     4.  West  Philadelphia  Nat  Bank  v. 
R.  C.  h.  Vol.  XVn.— 75.  U85 
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will  be  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations.'  It  is  the  practice  in 
some  courts  which  permit  an  action  at  law  to  postpone  &e  case 
from  term  to  term  until  the  note  shall  have  been  barred  by  limita- 
tion, so  that  no  recovery  can  be  had  thereon  by  a  stranger;  in  such 
cases  indemnity  is  not  necessary.*  Where  the  estate  of  the  defend- 
ant is  insolvent  it  will  be  protected  without  any  indemnity  bond, 
since  no  creditor  who  has  not  presented  his  claim  to  the  commis- 
sioners can  maintain  any  action  on  it  against  the  estate  unless  there 
is  a  surplus  remaining  after  all  the  debte  allowed  have  been  paid 
and  therefore  an  action  will  lie  at  law.'  A  more  di£Ficult  problem 
is  presented  where  negotiable  paper  is  lost  after  maturity.  It  is  a 
well  recognized  principle  that  such  paper,  received  after  it  is  due, 
18  charged  with  cdl  the  equities  .existing  between  the  original  parties,* 
and  uiyone  into  whose  hands  it  may  come,  by  finding  or  other- 
wise, holds  it  subject  to  all  the  infirmities  of  such  paper.  He 
takes  only  the  rights  of  his  assignor,  and  cannot  be  a  bona  fide  pur- 
<:haser.'  On  this  reasoning  some  courts  have  held  that  where  a 
n^otiable  note  is  lost  after  maturity  an  action  at  law  will  lie  there- 
on, whether  the  whole  instrument  was  due  at  the  time  of  the  loss," 
or  only  part  of  it.**  It  is  true  that  the  person  taking  a  dishonored 
note  takes  it  subject  to  all  the  equities  attaching  to  the  instrument 
in  the  hands  of  the  original  parties;  and  that,  when  the  note  has 
been  lost,  he  holds  it  subject  to  all  the  objections  which  affected 
it  in  the  hands  of  the  party  who  first  tortiously  transferred  it,  but 
the  maker  may  not  be  able  to  show  that  the  note  was  lost  after 
maturity.^'  The  finder,  like  any  other  holder,  may  make  out  prima 
facie  a  cause  of  /iction  by  simply  producing  the  instrument  and 
verifying  the  signature,**  and  thus  subject  the  defendant  to  the 
annoyance  and  hazard  of  an  action,  and  to  the  necessity  of  proving 


Fidd,  143  Pa.  8t  473,  22  Atl.  829,  Am.  Dec.  571. 

24  A.  S.  R.  562.  9.  Clark  v.  Snow,  60  Yt.  205, 14  Atl. 

6.  Hoore  v.  FaU,  42  Ue.  450,  66  87,  6  A.  S.  R.  108. 
Am.  Dee.  297;  Fells  Point  Sav.  Inst.  10.  Fells  Point  Sav.  Inst.  v.  Wee- 
V.  Weedos,  18  Md.  320,  81  Am.  Dee.  don,  18  Md.  320,  81  Am.  Dee.  603; 
603;  Adams  v.  Baker,  16  R.  I.  1,  11  Matthews  v.  Matthews,  97  Me.  40,  53 
Atl.  168,  27  A.  8.  R.  721;  Campbell  Atl.  831,  94  A.  S.  R.  464;  Clark  v. 
V.  Myers,  72  W.  Va.  428,  78  S.  B.  Snow,  60  Vt  205,  14  Atl.  87,  6  A.  S. 
671,  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  648  and  note.  R.  108. 

Notes:  13  Am.  Dee.  479  ;  94  A.  S.  Notes:  16  L.B.A.  205  ;  48  L.R.A. 
R.  465;  16  L.RJL.  205.  (N.S.)  648-657. 

6.  Matthews  v.  Matthews,  97  Me.  40,  11.  Thayer  v.  King,  15  Ohio  242, 
53  Atl.  831,  94  A.  S.  R.  464  and  note.  45  Am.  Dec.  571. 

7.  Adams  v.  Baker,  16  R.  I.  1,  11     Note:  45  Am.  Dec.  574. 

Atl.  168,  27  A.  S.  R.  721.   As  to  the     12.  Moses  v.  Trice,  21  Grat.  (Va.) 
requirement  of  presentation  of  claims  556,  8  Am.  Rep.  609. 
in  insolvency  proceedings,  see  Iksol-     13.  Adams  v.  Baker,  16  B.  I.  1,  11 
VENCY,  vol.  14,  p.  652.  Atl.  168,  27  A.  S.  R.  721. 

8.  Thayer  t.  Eiag,  15  Ohio  242,  45     Note :  16  L.R.A.  205. 

1186 


Digitized  by  Google 


17  B.  C.  L. 


LOST  PAPERS  AND  R£COBDS 


122 


that  the  note  was  overdue  when  it  came  into  the  plaintiff's  poasesBion.'* 
A  defendant  ought  not  to  be  exposed  to  such  risk  without  indem- 
nity,** and  so  the  better  opinion  is  that  loss  after  maturity  cannot 

give  jurisdiction  at  law.** 

22.  Recovery  against  Acceptor^  Indorser  or  Drawer. — ^In  a  major- 
ity of  the  cases  of  negotiable  instruments  so  far  considered  the  action 
was  against  the  maker  of  a  promissory  note.  The  only  difficulty 
in  such  cases  is  to  protect  the  defendant  from  being  called  on  to 
pay  a  second  time  to  a  bona  fide  holder.  The  acceptor  of  a  bill  of 
exchange  not  only  has  a  right  to  such  protection,  hut  he  has  a  right 
to  have  the  bill  surrendered  to  him  on  its  payment,  to  be  used  as 
a  voucher  in  his  settlement  with  the  drawer,*'  and  where  payment 
is  demanded  of  an  indorser,  he  is  entitled  to  the  possession  of  the 
note,  in  order  to  have  his  recourse  over  against  the  maker.**  Both 
the  acceptor  and  indorser  after  payment  have  a  property  interest  in 
the  note  and  may  need  it  to  use  in  various  ways  as  the  evidence  of 
their  own  right  therein.**  It  has,  therefore,  been  held  even  in  juris- 
dictions which  allow  an  action  at  law  against  the  maker  of  a  note 
that  it  cannot  be  contended  that  a  recovery  at  law  can  bo  had  against 
an  acceptor  or  indorser,  on  a  simple  bond  protecting  the  defendant.**^ 
Some  few  jurisdictions  permit  an  action  at  law  against  an  acceptor,* 
but  the  great  weight  of  authority  even  in  jurisdictions  allowing  a 
recovery  at  law  against  the  maker  holds  that  an  action  at  law 
against  an  indorser  cannot  be  maintained  on  a  lost  instrument.* 
Actions  on  lost  checks  present  a  problem  somewhat  similar  to  that 
involved  in  suit  on  bills  of  exchange.  An  uncertified  check  is  an 
unaccepted  bill  of  exchange,  and  there  is  no  rule  of  law  which  would 
require  a  bank,  without  the  consent  of  the  depositor,  to  pay  out  the 
money  of  its  depositor  on  an  alleged  lost  check;  and  a  demand  that 
it  do  so  would  be  fruitless.  The  bank's  obligation  is  to  pay  the  depos- 
itor's money  to  holders  of  checks  issued  by  him,  and  its  protection, 
and  the  protection  of  all  depositors,  requires  that  the  checks  be  pro- 
duced and  surrendered  before  payment.*  Therefore,  though  the  holder 

14.  Note:  13  Am.  Dee.  479.  19-  Tuttle        StandiBh,   4  Allen 

16.  Moses  V.  Trice,  21  Grat.  (Va.)  (Mass.)  481,  81  Am.  Deo.  712. 

556,  8  Am.  Rep.  609.  Note:  16  L.R.A.  205. 

16.  Butler  v.  Joyce,  9  Mackey  (D.  20.  Savannah  Nat  Bank  Haskins, 
C.)  191, 16  L.R.A.  205;  Moses  v.  Trice,  101  Mass.  370,  3  Am.  Rep.  373. 

21  Grat.  (Va.)  556,  8  Am.  Rep.  669;     Note:  16  L.R.A.  205. 
Campbell  v.  Myeis,  72  W.  Va.  428,  78     1.  Note:  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  648-667. 
S.  E.  671,  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  698.  2.  Tuttle    v.    Standish,    4  Allen 

Notes:  13  Am.  Dee.  479;  4  Eng.  (Mass.)  481,  81  Am.  Dee.  712  and 
Rul.  Cas.  654.  note;  Savannah  Nat.  Bank  v.  Haskins, 

17.  Savannah  Nat.  Bank  v.  Haskins,  101  Mass.  370,  3  Am.  Rep.  373. 
101  Mass.  370,  3  Am.  Rep.  373.  Note:  16  L.R.A.  206. 

18.  Tuttle   v.    Standish,   4   Allen     3.  Belle  Plaine  First  Nat.  Bank 


(Mass.)  481,  81  Am.  Dec.  712. 


MeConnel],  103  Minn.  340,  114  N.  W. 
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of  a  check  ordinarily  has  no  recourse  against  the  drawer  thereof 

until  he  has  presented  the  check  to  the  hank  on  which  it  is  drawn 
and  payment  has  been  refused,*  such  presentment  and  refusal  are 
excused  in  the  case  of  a  check  lost  or  destroyed,*  and  the  only  difti- 
cuHy  is  that  of  indemnity  in  case  the  instrument  reaches  the  hands 
of  a  bona  fide  holder.'  It  has  been  held  in  jurisdictions  making  no 
distinction  between  equity  and  law  that  the  payee  may  recover 
against  the  drawer  of  the  check  in  ah  action  at  law7  It  would  seem 
that  this  result  might  be  sustained  in  all  jurisdictions  if  the  action 
were  brought  on  the  original  debt,  for  an  unaccepted  check  or  draft 
in  the  usual  form  does  not,  in  the  absence  of  special  circumstances, 
amount  to  an  assignment  of  any  part  of  the  drawer's  deposit  in  bank,* 
and  the  presumption,  in  the  absence  of  evidence  to  the  contrary,  is 
that  the  check  was  accepted  conditionally,  and  the  debt  is  not  dis- 
charged until  the  check  is  paid.*  There  might,  of  course,  be  a  right 
of  action  against  the  bank  itself  where  the  bank,  after  it  had  been 
duly  notified  of  the  issuance  of  the  check  and  of  its  loss,  permitted 
an  insolvent  depositor  to  withdraw  all  his  funds  against  which  the 
check  was  drawn,'*  and  a  payee,  to  whom  a  dveSt  is  sent  for  collec- 
tion, may  by  failure  to  notify,  the  drawer  of  the  loss  for  several 
months  after  it  occurs  estop  himself  to  recover  against  the  drawer.** 
23.  Recovery  under  Statutes. — In  several  jurisdictions  recovery 
at  law  on  lost  negotiable  notes  is  now  permitted  by  statute.**  In 
England  the  remedy  to  the  holder  of  a  lost  bill,  which  was  imper- 
fectly given  by  statute  9  &  10  Wm.  Ill,  was  subsequently  extended 
by  the  Common  Law  Procedure  Act  of  1854,  and  these  provisions  are 
embodied  in  and  further  extended  by  the  Bills  of  Exchange  Act 


1129,  123  A.  S.  R.  336,  14  Ann.  Gas.  65  S.  E.  261,  137  A.  S.  B.  808,  24 
396,  H  L.R.A.(N.S.)  616.  Ii.R.A.(N.S.)  644. 

4.  Belle  Plaine  First  Nat  Bank  v.     Note:  123  A.  S.  B.  341. 
McConneU,  103  Minn.  340, 114  N.  W.     9.  Belle  Plaue  First  Nat.  Bank 
1129,  123  A.  S.  R.  336,  14  Ann.  Cas.  MeConneU,  103  Minn.  340,  114  N.  W. 
396,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  616.  1129,  123  A.  S.  R.  336,  14  Ann.  Caa. 

6.  BeUe  Plaine  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  396,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  616;  Smith  v. 
McConneU,  103  Minn.  340, 114  N.  W.  Nelson,  83  S.  C.  294,  85  S.  E.  261, 
1129,  123  A.  S.  R.  336,  14  Ann.  Cas.  137  A.  S.  R.  808,  24  URA.(N.S.) 
396,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  616.    But  see  644. 

Gilby  Bank  v.  Famsworth,  7  N.  D.  10.  Belle  Plaine  First  Nat.  Bank  v. 
6,  72  N.  W.  901,  38  L.R.A.  843.  McConnell,  103  Minn.  340,  114  N.  W. 

6.  Belle  Plaine  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  1129,  123  A.  S.  R.  336  and  note,  14 
McConnell,  103  Minn.  340,  114  N.  W.  Ann.  Cas.  396, 14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  616. 
1129,  123  A.  S.  R.  336,  14  Ann.  Cas.     11.  Qilby  Bank  v.  Famsworth,  7  N. 
396,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  616.  D.  6,  72  N.  W.  901,  38  L.R^.  843. 

7.  Belle  Plaine  First  Nat.  Bank  v.     18.  Bridgeford  v.  Masonville  M£g. 
McConnell,  103  Minn.  340,  114  N.  W.  Co.,  34  Conn.  546,  91  Am.  Dec  744. 
1129,  123  A.  S.  R.  336,  14  Ann.  Cas.     Notes:  13  Am.  Dee.  479;  16  UR^ 
396,  14  LJ^A.(N.S.)  616.  205  ;  48  L.RJ\..(N.S.)  648. 

8.  Smith  T.  Nelson,  83  S.  C.  294, 
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of  which  provides,  "In  any  action  or  proceeding  upon  a 

bill,  the  court  or  a  judge  may  order  that  the  loss  of  the  instrument 
shall  not  be  set  up,  provided  an  indemnity  be  given  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  court  or  judge  against  the  claims  of  any  other  person 
upon  the  instrument  in  question."  There  is  no  corresponding  sec- 
tion in  the  Negotiable  Instrum^ts  Law  now  adopted  in  a  majority 
of  states,"  but  in  several  states  statutes  now  provide  expressly  for 
bringing  actdoqs  on  lost  bills  and  notes  or  other  instruments. Stat- 
utes authorizing  a  recovery  on  lost  negotiable  paper,  if  indemnity 
is  given,  do  not,  however,  apply  to  a  case  in  which  it  appears  Uiat 
the  paper  is  not  lost,  but  is  in  the  possession  of  a  stranger  to  the 
action  claiming  an  adverse  interest  therein,"  and  even  under  such 
a  broad  statute  as  that  passed  in  England  there  appears  to  be  noth- 
ing to  affect  the  common  law  rule  ^at  Uie  right  of  action  on  tiie 
consideration  is  gone.*^ 

24.  Jurisdiction  in  Equity. — ^When  no  action  at  law  is  permitted 
on  a  lost  negotiable  instrument  it  is  apparent  that  equity  has  juris- 
diction and  should  give  reUef.**  In  England,  where  the  doctrine 
is  firmly  established  that  such  an  action  cannot  be  maintained,  the 
sole  remedy  of  the  owner  is  in  a  court  of  chancery,  which  can  adjust 
the  equities  of  the  parties,  and  require  suitable  indemnity  as  a  con- 
dition of  relief.*®  In  American  jurisdictions  which  follow  the  Eng- 
lish doctrine  equity  is  the  proper  forum  in  such  cases,  because 
therein,  and  not  on  the  law  side,  indemnity  may  be  required  of  the 
plaintiff  against  loss  should  the  instrument  be  subsequently  found 
in  the  possession  of  another,  to  whom  it  may  have  been  indorsed 
by  the  payee  before  maturity.'    It  is,  moreover,  established  that 

18.  Mote:  4  Eng.  Rul.  Gas.  663.  Am.  Dee.  579;  Bridgeford  v.  Mason- 

14.  Note:  4  Eng.  Rut.  Cas.  166.  ville  Mfg.  Co.,  34  Conn.  546,  91  Am. 

15.  See  Bills  akd  Notes,  vol.  3,  p.  Dec.  744;  If  core  v.  Fall,  ^  Me.  450, 
852.  66  Am.  Dee.  297;  Savannah  Nat.  Bank 

16.  Bridgeford  .v.  Masonville  Mfg.  v.  Haskins,  101  Mass.  370,  3  Am.  Rep. 
Co.,  34  Conn.  546,  91  Am.  Dee.  744  ;  373;  Adams  v.  Baker,  16  B,  I.  1,  11 
Tuttle  V.  Standish,  4  Allen  (Mass.)  AU.  168,  27  A.  S.  R.  721;  Crowe  v. 
481,  81  Am.  Dee.  712  and  note;  Blade  Clay,  9  Exeh.  604,  23  L.  J.  Eseh.  150, 
V.  Noland,  12  Wend.  (N.  7.)  173,  27  18  Jnr.  654,  4  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  648. 
Am.  Dec.  126;  Read  v.  Buffalo  Marine  1.  O'Bannon  v.  Myers,  36  Ala.  551, 
Bank,  136  N.  T.  454,  32  N.  E.  1083,  76  Am.  Dee.  335;  Bridgeford  v.  Ma- 


Notes:  13  Am.  Dee.  479;  16  L.R.A.  Am.  Dec.  744;  Bloomii^n  v.  Smith, 

205;  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  648;  4  Eng.  Rul.  123  Ind.  41,  23  N.  E.  072,  18  A.  S. 

Cas.  166,  167.  R.  310;  Bare  v.  Ford,  74  Kan.  593,  87 

17.  Read  v.  Buffalo  Marine  Bank,  Pae.  731,  118  A.  S.  R.  336,  11  Ann. 
136  N.  T.  454,  32  N.  E.  1083,  32  A.  S.  Caa.  261;  Muzdock  v.  Union  Bank,  2 
R.  758.  Rob.  (La.)  112,  38  Am.  Dec.  197; 

18.  Note:  4  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  166, 167.  Tattle  v.  Standish,  4  Allen  (Mass.) 

19.  Bloomington  v.  Smith,  123  Ind.  481,  81  Am.  Dee.  712;  Thayer  v.  King, 
41,  23  N.  E.  972, 18  A.  S.  R.  310.  15  Ohio  242,  45  Am.  Dec.  571;  Adams 

20.  Welton  v.  Adams,  4  Cal.  37,  60  v.  Baker,  16  R.  I.  1,  11  Ati.  168,  27 


32  A.  S.  R.  758. 
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equity  will  exercise  jurisdiction  even  though  the  law  court  will  give 
relief  in  like  cases.*  Thus,  relief  has  been  given  in  equity  where 
the  note,  though  negotiable,  was  lost  without  having  been  indorsed,* 
or  after  maturity.*  Where  a  remedy  is  given  at  law  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  equity  may  be  justified  on  the  grounds  of  the  need  for  dis- 
covery,* but  more  properly  on  the  ground  that  the  legal  remedy  is 
never  adequate.  Where  the  note  was  due  at  the  time  it  was  lost, 
the  maker  would  be  exposed  to  the  hazard  of  showing  that  fact  by 
legal  evidence Moreover,  in  all  cases  where  there  has  been  an 
accidental  loss  of  the  note  or  bill,  the  plaintifif  cannot  comply  with 
the  defendant's  right  under  his  contract  to  have  the  identicfd  instru- 
ment surrendered.'  Some  provision  should,  therefore,  be  made  to 
relieve  the  defendant  from  the  embarrassment  arising  from  the  fact 
that  he  will  have  no  voucher  of  payment.  The  nature  of  the  secur- 
ity to  be  required  can  be  determined  only  on  a  hearing  on  Uie  mwits, 
and  for  this  the  machinery  of  an  action  at  law  is  unfitted.^  The 
remedy  afforded  by  a  court  of  equity  in  such  cases  b  appropriate 
and  complete.  Without  embarrassment  from  the  technical  rules 
which  control  the  administration  of  courts  of  law,  it  adapts  its  decrees 
and  process  to  the  circumstances  of  each  case  as  it  arises.*  The 
jurisdiction  of  equity  having  once  been  established  the  fact  that 
the  legal  remedy  is  later  made  wholly  adequate  is  immateri^.'* 


25.  Persons  Entitled  to  Relief. — The  majority  of  actions  on  lost 
or  destroyed  instruments  have  been  brought  by  the  original  parties 
thereto.   When  an  instrument  is  negotiable  it  is  equally  dear  that 

A.  S.  R.  721;  Smith  v.  Nelson,  83  S.  5.  Truly  v.  Lane,  7  Smedes  &  M. 

C.  294,  65  S.  E.  261, 137  A.  S.  R.  808,  (Miss.)  325,  45  Am.  Dec.  305. 

24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  644;  Moses  v.  Trice,  6.  Rowley  v.  Ball,  3  Cow.  (N.  Y.) 

21  Grat.  (Va.)  556,  8  Am.  Rep.  609;  303,  15  Am.  Dec.  266. 

Campbell  v.  Myere,  72  W.  Va.  428,  7.  Savannah  Nat."  Bank  v.  Haskins, 

78  S.  E.  671,  48  IiJt.A.(N.S.)  648  101  Mass.  37C,  3  Am.  R«p.  373  and 

and  note.  note;  Crowe  v.  Clay,  9  Exch.  604,  23 

Notes:  6  A.  8.  R.  110;  94  A.  8.  R.  U  J.  Exch.  150,  18  Jur.  654,  4  Eng. 

465.  Rnl.  Cas.  648  and  note. 

2.  Truly  v.  Lane,  7  Smedes  &  M.  Note:  94  A.  S.  R.  465. 

(Miss.)  325,  45  Am.  Dec.  305.  8.  Savannah  Nat.  Bank  v.  Haskina, 

Note:  94  A.  S.  R.  465.  101  Mass.  370,  3  Am.  Rep.  373. 

3.  Campbell  v.  Myers,  72  W.  Va.  9.  Savannah  Nat.  Bank  v.  Haskins, 
428,  78  S.  E.  671,  48  LJt.A.(N.S.)  648  101  Mass.  370,  3  Am.  Rep.  373;  Row- 


4.  Campbell  v.  Myers,  72  W.  Va.  604,  23  L.  J.  Exeh.  150,  18  Jnr.  654. 
428,  78  S.  E.  671,  48  UR.A.(N.S.)  4  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  648. 
648.  10.  Notes:  94  A.  S.  R.  465  ;  48 

Notes:  94  A.  S.  B.  466;  16  LR.A.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  648.    See  also  Equitt, 


Rights  of  Partiea 


and  note. 
Note:  94  A.  S.  R.  465. 


ley  V.  Ball,  3  Cow.  (N.  Y.)  303,  15 
Am.  Dec.  266;  Crowe  v.  Clay,  9  ExcL 


205. 


vol.  10,  p.  280. 
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a  bona  fide  holder  ia  entitled  to  sue  whether  the  action  be  at  law,>' 
or  in  equity.'*  And  though  by  the  loss  or  destruction  of  tiie  instru- 
ment, while  in  the  hands  of  the  payee,  he  cannot  assign  the  evi- 
dence of  the  debt  so  as  to  give  the  assignee  the  rights  of  a  holder 
of  the  instrument,  or  transfer  full  title  under  a  statute  regulating 
the  assignment  of  bonds  and  notes,  yet  the  assignment  of  tiie  debt 
reprraented  by  the  instrument  will  be  sufiScient  to  allow  ^e  assignee 
to  maintain  suit  on  it  at  law,'*  or  in  equity.'*  A  surety  who  had 
paid  the  obligee  in  full  has,  of  course,  a  remedy  in  equity  against 
the  principal  obligor  even  though  the  instrument  is  lost,'^  and  a 
person  guaranteeing  the  payment  of  a  bond,  unknown  to  the  obligors, 
but  at  the  request  of  the  obligee  and  the  person  to  whom  he  gives 
it  in  payment  of  a  debt,  becomes  an  equitable  purchaser  of  it  on 
paying  the  amount  thereof  and  can  recover  in  equity  from  the 
obligors  though  the  instrument  is  lost,  and  although  no  action  could 
be  maintained  at  law."  Even  though  a  person  has  indorsed  a  nego- 
tiable instrument  and  mailed  it  to  a  third  person  in  payment  of  a 
debt,  if  the  instrument  is  lost  and  is  never  delivered  to  such  person, 
^e  payee  may  sue  the  maker  on  the  ground  that  title  passes  to  the 
indorsee  only  on  acceptance.'^  Where,  however,  a  person  has  indorsed 
a  negotiable  note  and  it  was  lost  while  in  the  possession  of  an  agent 
of  the  indorsee  the  indorser  cannot  recover  at  law,  as  all  right  to  the 
note  had  been  parted  with  when  it  was  indorsed  and  could  only 
be  restored  by  having  it  returned  or  showing  a  present  title.'* 

26.  Indemnity. — ^Where  a  negotiable  instrument  has  been  lost  the 
maker  is  entitled  to  protection  against  the  possibility  of  its  turning 
up  in  the  hands  of  an  innocent  holder  for  value,"  and  against  such 
liability  the  maker  should  be  indemnified.'**  The  filing  of  a  bond 

11.  Rencer  v.  Bank  of  Colnmbia,  9      15.  Kerney  v.  Kerney,  6  Leigh  (Va.) 

Wheat.  581,  6  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  166;  478,  29  Am.  Dec.  213. 
Ea^le  Bank  v.  Smith,  5  Conn.  71,  13      16.  Carter  v.  Jones,  40  N.  C.  196, 

Am.  Dee.  37;  Bridgeford  v.  Mason-  49  Am.  Dec.  425. 

ville  Mfg.  Co.,  34  Conn.  546,  91  Am.      17.  Bank  of  United  States  v.  Sill, 

Dec.  744;  Brent  v.  Ervin,  3  Mart.  N.  5  Conn.  106, 13  Am.  Dee.  44  and  note; 

S.  (La.)  303,  15  Am.  Dee  157;  Tuttle  State  Bank  v.  Aerston,  3  Seam.  (HI.) 

V.  Stnndish.  4  Allen  (Mass.)  481,  81  Jp/  36  Am.  Dec.  536;  Murdock  v. 

Am.  Dep.  712;  Truly  v.  Lane,  7  Smedes  H"'*"^^^""^*.?.^^-  ^h"'^  i^^'  ^ 
&  M.  (Miss.)  325,  45  Am.  Dee.  305;  n  =6^  W  J6l  M^Ir'^a' 

fo'sT?  A^'s'rNs'/-  ^4^"  Sm'h'v'  SelL'as' I' 0^:294; 

'  VIL  V.  loJd  74  Kan.  593,  87  ^j^i  f^^if^' 

p"'-  JI^'oHV;  hl\^S\  Note:  94  A.Tr.  465. 

Cas.  251,  8  L.R  A.(N.S.)  23L  ig.  Note:  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  646. 

13.  Long  V.  Constant,  19  Mo.  320,  19.  West  Philadelphia  Nat.  Bank  v. 
61  Am.  Dec.  559.  pieid,  143  Pa.  St.  473,  22  AU.  829, 

14.  Randolph  v.  Harris,  28  Cal.  561,  24  A.  S.  R.  562. 

87  Am.  Dec.  139.  20.  Clark  v.  Snow,  60  Vt  205,  14 

Note:  94  A.  S.  R.  465.  Atl.  87,  6  A.  S.  R.  108. 
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of  indemmty  merely  takes  the  place  of  the  filing  in  court  of  the 
note  or  other  aecnrity.'  Therefore  the  authoritiea  are  unanimous  in 
holding  that  where  the  instrument  on  which  recovery  is  sought  is 
negotiable,  the  defendant  can  require  of  the  plaintiff  that  he  file  a 
proper  bond  of  indemnity,  whether  the  action  be  in  equity,'  or  at 
law.'  Indemnity  is  required  even  where  the  loss  of  the  instrument 
occurred  after  the  bringing  of  an  action  on  it.*  It  has  been  held 
that  the  rule  which  requires  indemnity  is  not  applicable  in  case 
the  instrument  though  negotiable  was  lost  after  maturity,*  or  was 
payable  to  order  and  not  indorsed,*  and  that  if  a  divided  note  is 
lost  indemnity  ought  not  to  be  required  unless  the  parts  of  the  note 
thus  divided  are  separately  negotiable.'  Likewise  where  the  instru- 
ment has  been  destroyed,  so  that  it  can  never  appear  again  and  be 
made  the  basis  of  an  action  against  the  defendant,  many  courts 
dispense  with  the  giving  of  security.*  However,  an  examination  and 
comparison  of  the  numerous  conflicting  authorities,  and  the  reason- 
ing which  they  adduce,  make  it  clear  that  the  best  rule  is  to  require 
the  indemnity  in  all  cases,  whether  a  bill  or  note  is  lost  or  destroyed. 
It  may  in  some  cases  operate  as  a  great  inconvenience,  and  may  even 
produce  hardship,  but  so  does  nearly  every  mischance  or  misfortune.* 
If  an  instrument  is  lost  after  maturity  there  is  still  the  possibility 
that  the  defendant  may  be  unable  to  prove  this  fact  as  against  a 
person  claiming  as  a  bona  fide  purchaser  for  value,  since  the  time 
of  the  indorsement  does  not  usually  appear  on  the  instrument.** 
Even  though  the  note  had  not  been  indorsed,  the  defendant  may 
be  put  to  the  annoyance  and  expense  of  defending  a  suit."  If  the 
instrument  was  destroyed,  proof  of  ite  destruction  is  some  assur- 
ance that  it  can  never  afterwards  appear,  but  considering  the  uncer- 
tainty and  fallibility  of  all  human  testimony,  it  seems  unjust  to 
force  the  maker  to  take  the  risk  of  the  reappearance  of  the  instru- 
ment, and  accordingly  by  the  better  authority  it  is  held  that  indem- 

1.  BSnekley  Union  Pae.  B.  Co.,  5.  Bloomington  v.  Smith,  123  Ind. 
129  Mass.  52,  37  Am.  Rep.  297.  41,  23  N.  E.  972,  18  A.  S.  R.  310; 

2.  Randolph  v.  Harris,  28  Cal.  561,  Eirkwood  v.  Hastings  First  Nat.  Bank, 
87  Am.  Dec.  139;  Miller  v.  Rutland,  40  Neb.  484,  58  N.  W.  1016,  42  A.  S. 
ete.,  R.  Co.,  40  Vt.  399,  94  Am.  Deo.  R.  683,  24  L.R.A.  444. 

414.  6.  Kirkwood  v.  Hastings  First  Nat. 

Notes:  13  Am.  Dee.  479;  94  A.  S.  Bank,  40  Neb.  484,  58  N.  W.  1016,  42 
R.  465.  A.  8.  R.  683,  24  LJt.A.  444. 

8.  Baiobridge  v.  Louisville,  83  Ky.     7.  Note:  94  A.  S.  R.  465. 
285, 4  A.  S.  R.  163;  Hinckley  v.  Union     8.  Note:  94  A.  8.  B.  465. 
Pae.  R.  Co.,  129  Mass.  52,  37  Am.     9.  Welton  v.  Adams,  4  Gal.  37,  60 
Rep.  297;  West  Philadelphia  Nat.  Am.  Dec.  579. 

Bank  v.  Field,  143  Pa.  St.  473,  22  10.  Bisbing  v.  Graham,  14  Pa.  St. 
All.  829,  24  A.  S.  B.  562.  14,  53  Am.  Dec  510. 

Note:  13  Am.  Dec.  479.  11.  Bridgeford  v.  Uasonville  Hfjg. 

4.  Bisbing  v.  Graham,  14  Pa,  St.  Co.,  34  Conn.  646,  91  Am.  Dec  744. 
14,  5^  Am.  Dec.  510. 
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nity  should  be  exacted  in  all  actions  on  lost  negotiable  instruments,^* 
even  though  the  instrument  was  lost  after  maturity,^*  without  indorse- 
ment by  the  payee/*  or  after  having  been  cut  in  two  for  transmission 
through  the  mails,^*  and  even  where  the  iuatrumMit  was  proved  to 
have  been  destroyed.** 

Pleading 

27.  In  Equity. — ^When  a  bill  in  equity  is  brought  on  a  lost  instru- 
ment an  affidavit  of  loss  is  indispensable, and  failure  to  file  such  an 
affidavit  makes  the  bill  demurrable,^'  though  where  the  defendant 
goes  <o  trial  on  the  merits  in  such  a  case,  judgment  will  not  be 
arrested  for  want  of  an  affidavit."  Many  reasons  have  been  given 
for  the  requirement  of  an  aiHdavit.  It  is  said  that  the  reason  for  the 
rule  is  that  the  court  should  require  the  oath  of  the  party  as  a  guar- 
anty of  his  good  faith,  before  proceeding  to  grant  him  relief  on  the 
lost  instrument,***  and  that  the  affidavit  was  required  as  a  caution 
in  permitting  a  transfer  from  law  to  equity.^  The  true  reason  seema 
to  be  that  in  equity,  he  who  had  lost  a  note  might  recover;  but  to 
entitle  him  to  the  aid  of  equity,  it  was  necessary  to  set  forth  the 
loss  of  the  note  in  his  bill,  because  a  court  of  equity  will  only  lend 
its  aid  in  those  cases  where  there  is  not  an  adequate  remedy  at  law.* 
That  this  is  the  real  explanation  is  argued  by  the  fact  that  an  affi- 
davit is  not  necessary  to  recovery  on  a  lost  instrument  where  the  bill 
is  one  to  foreclose  a  mortgage  also  and  equity  has  jurisdiction  on 
that  ground.'  A  proper  affidavit  should  set  forth  the  loss  of  the 
instrument*  and  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  or  possession  of  the 
plaintiff.*  Where  the  instrument  lost  was  of  such  a  character  as  to 
require  the  giving  of  indenmity  by  the  plaintiff,  it  is  nevertheless 

12.  Welton  v.  Adams,  4  Cal.  37,  60  74  Am.  Dec.  320;  MeCIusky  v.  Oer- 
Am.  Dec.  579 ;  New  Hope  Delaware  hauser,  2  Nev.  47,  90  Am.  Dec.  512. 
Bridge  Co.  V.  Perry,  11  111.  467, 52  Am.  Notra:  94  A.  S.  B.  465;  11  Ann. 
Dec.  443  and  cote.  Caa.  253. 

13.  Bisbing  v.  Graham,  14  Pa.  St.  18.  Note:  04  A.  S.  R.  465. 
14,  53  Am.  Dee.  510.  19.  Note:  94  A.  S.  R.  465. 

14.  Bridgeford  v.  MasonviUe  Mfg.  20.  Tayloe  v.  Riggs,  1  Pet.  591,  7 
Co.,  34  Conn.  546,  91  Am.  Dec.  744.  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  275. 

15.  Murdocfc  v.  Union  Bank,  2  Rob.  Note:  94  A.  S.  B.  465. 

,'La.)  113,  38  Am.  Dec.  197.  1.  CBannon  v.  Myers,  36  Ala.  551, 

Note:  13  Am.  Dec.  47,  479.  76  Am.  Dec.  335. 

16.  Randolph  v.  Harris,  28  Cal.  561,  2.  McCIusky  t.  Qerhauser,  2  Nev.  47, 
87  Am.  Dec.  139.  90  Am.  Dec.  512  and  note. 

Note:  13  Am.  Dec.  479.  8.  CBannon  v.  Myers,  36  Ala.  551, 

17.  Tayloe  v.  Riggs,  1  Pet  591,  7  76  Am.  Dec.  335. 

U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  275  ;  0°Bannon  v.  Myers,     4.  Tayloe  v.  Riggs,  1  Pet.  591,  7  U. 

36  Ala.  551,  76  Am.  Dec,  335;  Ran-  S,  (L.  ed.)  276. 

dolph  V.  Harris,  28  Cal.  561,  87  Am.     Note:  94  A.  S.  R,  465. 

Dec.  139;  Temple  v.  Gove,  8  la.  511,     6.  Note:  94  A.  S.  R.  465. 
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not  necessary  for  bim  to  tender  an  indemnity  in  bis  bill,  but  the 
decree  as  rendered  can  be  conditioned  on  the  giving  of  a  reasonable 
indemnity  and  the  defendant  thus  protected.*  The  tender  of  indem- 
nity would  seem  to  be  chiefly  effective  on  the  question  of  costs.  In 
England  costs  go  to  the  plaintiff  if  he  tenders  indemnity,  otherwise 
he  talves  judgment  without  costs.  Apart  from  statute,  costs  in  equity 
lie  in  the  sound  discretion  of  the  court.' 

28.  At  Law. — ^In  some  jurisdictions  it  is  a  rule  of  pleading  that 
in  an  action  on  a  lost  instrument,  the  fact  of  the  loss  must  be  averred 
in  the  complaint  or  petition,^  but  the  preponderating  view  is  that 
such  an  averment  is  not  required  if  the  instxument  sued  on  was  not 
under  seal,  proof  of  the  loss  of  the  paper  and  of  its  contents  being 
admitted  under  pleading  in  the  ordinary  form.*  In  the  case,  how- 
ever, of  an  action  at  law  on  a  sealed  instrument  which  has  been 
lost,  it  seems  that  excuse  for  not  making  profert  must  be  pleaded 
affirmatively,'**  and  where  by  statute  a  note  is  required  to  be  filed 
with  the  declaration  there  is  as  much  need  of  pleading  an  excuse 
for  failure  to  exhibit  it  as  there  was  at  common  law  in  an  action 
on  a  sealed  instrument  for  showing  in  the  complaint  an  excuse  for 
failure  to  make  profert,  and  whatever  excuse  be  made  in  the  com- 
plaint or  statement  of  claim,  it  is  traversable,  and  therefore  is  mate- 
rial.** There  is  more  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  question  of 
whether  in  actions  on  negotiable  instruments  indemnity  must  be 
tendered  in  the  decltu-ation.  There  is  authority  to  the  effect  that 
such  a  tender  is  necessary."  But  it  is  well  established  that  where 
the  instrument  was  lost  after  the  suit  was  brought  indemnity  need 
not  be  tendered.*'  On  the  other  hand,  where  the  action  was  begun 
after  the  loss  of  the  instrument,  the  weight  of  authority  is  in  favor 
of  allowing  the  offer  of  indemnity  and  the  giving  thereof  before  the 
entering  of  judgment,  and  does  not  require  it  as  a  condition  precedent 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  action.**  Statutes  sometimes  require  the 
giving  of  indemnity  in  actions  on  negotiable  paper,  and  in  such  cases 
a  tender  of  indemnity  in  the  declaration  is  necessary.'*  Where  indem- 

6.  Randolph  v.  Harris,  28  CaL  561,  App.  536,  57  N.  E.  143,  79  A.  S.  R. 

87  Am.  Dec.  139.  281. 

7.  Randolph  v.  Harria,  28  Cal.  561,  12.  Note:  94  A.  S.  R.  465. 

87  Am.  Dec.  139.  And  see  Costs,  vol.  13.  BisUng  v.  Graham,  14  Pa.  St. 

7,  pp.  783-784.  14,  53  Am.  Dec.  510  and  note. 

8.  Note:  11  Ann.  Cas.  253.  14.  Randolph  v.  Harris,  28  Cal.  561, 

9.  Temple  V.  Gove,  8  la.  511,  74  Am.  87  Am.  Dec.  139;  Brant  v.  Ervin,  3 
Dec.  320;  Bare  v.  Ford,  74  Kan.  593,  Mart.  N.  S.  (La.)  303,  15  Am.  Dec 
87  Pac.  731, 118  A.  S.  R.  336, 11  Ann.  157;  Mooie  v.  Fall,  42  Ue.  450,  66 
Cas.  251  and  note.  Am.  Dec.  297. 

10.  MeCulloch  v.  Smith,  24  Ind.  Note:  94  A  S.  R.  465. 

App,  536,  57  N.  E.  143,  79  A.  S.  B.  15.  Blade  v.  Noland,  12  Wend.  (N. 

281.  Y.)  173,  27  Am.  Dec  126. 

11.  MeCulloch  T.  Smith,  24  Ind. 
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nitj  need  not  be  tendered  in  the  dedarati<Mi,  it  is  sufficient  if  th» 

plaintiff  file  before  judgment  a  sufficient  bond  of  indemnity.'*  If 
the  plaintiff  fail  to  file  such  a  bond,  the  court  should  restrain  the 
plaintiff  from  taking  out  execution  thereon  until  he  has  furnished 
indemnity The  condition  of  a  proper  bond  of  indemnity  should 
be  of  such  tenor  as  to  save  harmless  the  defendant  against  all  lawful 
claims  by  any  other  person  on  account  of  the  lost  instrument,  and 
against  all  costs  and  expenses  by  reason  of  such  claims.^^  Where 
the  action  is  on  a  non-negoUable  instrument  or  any  other  sort  on 
which  no  indemnity  is  required,  offer  of  indemnity  is  of  course  wholly 
unnecessary,  at  any  stage  of  the  proceedings.'* 

29.  Form  of  Action. — It  has  been  held  that  to  declare  on  the  note 
when  there  is  no  note  in  being  is  not  warranted  by  the  common 
law,**  though  the  weight  of  au^ority  allows  an  action  on  the  note 
itself,  and  dnce  the  destruction  of  the  instrument  cannot  affect  the 
substantial  rights  of  the  parties,  this  seems  the  better  rule.'  It  is, 
likewise,  a  well  established  principle  ihat  an  action  for  money  had 
and  received  may  be  maintained  on  a  promissory  note,*  and  there- 
fore it  should  be  possible  to  maintain  this  form  of  action  on  an  instru- 
ment lost  or  destroyed.*  Moreover,  it  has  been  held  that  in  case  a 
bill  or  note  ifi  lost  the  payee,  if  he  has  not  transferred  the  note,  may 
treat  the  inurnment  as  no  longer  existing  and  sue  on  the  original 
indebtedness.*  Since  the  general  rule  is  that  a  negotiable  instrument, 
in  the  absence  of  evidence  to  the  contrary,  is  accepted  in  conditional 
payment  only,*  the  debt  is  not  discharged  and  the  result  seems  cor- 
rect. Where  the  loss  of  the  instrument  occurs  after  the  bringing  of 
an  action  the  question  is  one  of  evidence  simply  and  no  problem  as 
to  '^e  form  of  action  is  raised.  It  has  been  held  that  a  special  count 
setting  forth  the  loss  is  unnecessary.*  In  cases  where  a  new  promise 

16.  Hinckley  v.  Union  Pac.  K.  Co.,  beck,  14  N,  J.  U  178,  26  Am.  Dec. 
129  Mass.  52,  37  Am.  Rep.  297.  509. 

17.  Bisling  v,  Graham,  14  Pa.  St.  4.  Belle  Plains  First  Nat.  Bank  v. 
14,  63  Am.  Dec  510;  West  Philadel-  McConnell,  103  Minn.  340,  114  N.  W. 
phia  Nat.  Bank  v.  Field,  143  Pa.  St.  1129,  123  A.  S.  R.  336,  14  Ann.  Cas. 
473,  22  Atl.  829,  24  A.  S.  R.  562.  396, 14  LuR.A.(N.S.)  616;  Qilby  Bank 

18.  Hinckley     Union  Pac.  R.  Co.,  L?'  ?'  f 
129  Mass.  52,  37  Am.  Rep.  297.  ?2  vt  44^  36*^  0^52"' 

i.    nJ»  »     in  ^ioo  inn  S.  Belle  Plaine  First  Nat.  Bank  v. 

Note :  27  Am.  Dec.  128,  129.  McConneU,  103  Minn.  340,  114  N.  W. 

20.  Edwards  v.  McKee,  1  Mo.  123,  ugg  123  A.  S.  R.  336,  14  Ann.  Cas. 

13  Am.  Dec.  474.  395,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  616;  Smith  v. 

1.  Note:  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  648.  Nelson,  83  S.  C.  294,  65  S.  E.  261, 137 

2.  Eagle  Bank  V.  Smith,  5  Conn.  71,  a.  S.  R.  808,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  644. 
13  Am.  Dec.  37.  And  see  Payment. 

3.  Edwards  t.  McKee,  1  Mo.  123,  6.  Reimer  t.  Columbia  Bank,  9 
13  Am.  Dec.  474;  Yanauken  v.  Horn-  Wheat.  581,  6  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  166. 
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has  been  made  to  pay  the  original  note,  it  would  seem  that  an  action 
on  the  new  promise  would  be  improperly  brought.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  if  the  new  promise  has  been  made  under  a  full  knowl- 
edge of  the  wilful  destruction  of  the  note  by  the  plaintiff,  it  might 
possibly  be  sustained,  in  consideration  of  the  moral  obligation  the 
defendant  was  under  to  repay  the  money  borrowed.'  But  the  promise 
contained  in  the  note  itself  was  the  promise  made  in  oonaideratiou 
of  the  money  lent,  and  any  new  or  further  promisee  would  be  void, 
unless  made  on  some  new  consideration.  Neither  past  consideration 
nor  moral  obligation  is  binding,  and  it  would  eeem  that  the  new 
promise  would  be  nudum  pactum,  simply.' 


30.  Presumptions. — ^In  the  absence  of  express  evidence  as  to  the 

nature  of  the  instrument  sued  on,  certain  presumptions  are  adopted 
by  the  courts  in  dealing  with  lost  instruments.  A  lost  note  will  not 
be  presumed  to  be  negotiable  s6  as  to  defeat  an  action  thereon  at  law  * 
and  if  a  note  is  payable  to  order  it  will  not  be  presumed  that  it  had 
been  negotiated  by  the  payee  prior  to  its  loss."  The  same  rule  applies 
on  an  objection  that  no  bond  or  indemnity  was  given  which  is  neces- 
sary by  statute  only  in  case  the  lost  note  was  negotiable.^^  In  the 
absence  of  proof  the  court-  will  presume  that  tiie  note  was  non-nego- 
tiable and  indemnity  will  not  be  required.'*  In  actions  on  instru- 
ments lost  or  destroyed  as  in  other  actions  the  burden  is  on  the 
plaintiff  to  establish  his  case.  Perhaps  authority  can  be  found  to 
the  effect  that  oral  proof  of  a  lost  writing  should  be  such  as  to  leave 
no  reasonable  doubt  as  to  the  substantisd  parts  of  the  instrument,** 
but  it  is  more  nearly  accurate  to  say  that,  in  civil  cases,  the  proof 
should  be  such  as  to  furnish  clear  and  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  sub- 
stantial parts  of  the  instrument;  proof  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt  can 
hardly  be  regarded  as  necessary.'*  In  an  action  on  a  destroyed  instru- 
ment, where  the  proof  is  that  the  plaintiff  deliberately  and  volun- 
tarily d(jstroyed  the  note  before  it  fell  due,  and  there  is  nothing  in 
tlie  case  accounting  for  or  affording  any  explanation  of  the  act,  con- 
sistrat  with  an  honest  or  justifiable  purpose,  the  burden  is  placed 

7.  Vananken  v.  Hornbeek,  14  N.  J.  10.  Lazeli  v.  Lazell,  12  Vt.  443,  36 
L.  178,  25  Am.  Dec.  509.  Am.  Dec.  352. 

8.  Vanauken  v.  Hornbeek,  14  N.  J.      Note:  16  L.R.A.  205. 

L.  178,  25  Am.  Dec.  509;  Qilby  Bank  11.  Note:  16  L.R.A.  205. 

V.  Parnsworth,  7  N.  D.  6,  72  N.  W.  12.  Note:  16  L.R.A.  205. 

001,  38  L.R.A.  843.  IS,  Scurry  v.   Seattle,  56  Wash. 

9.  Blade  v.  Noland,  12  Wend.  (N.  1,  104  Pac.  1129,  134  A.  S.  R. 
Y.)  173,  27  Am.  Dec.  126  and  note;  1092. 

I^izell  V,  Lazell,  12  Vt.  443,  36  Am.  14.  Seuny  v.  Seattle,  56  Waab.  1, 


Evidence 


Dec.  352. 


104  Pae.  U29,  134  A.  S.  R.  1092. 


Notes:  94  A.  S.  R.  465;  16  L.R.A. 
205. 
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on  the  plaintiff  of  showing  that  the  destruction  was  not  in  fact  volun- 
tary, but  by  accident  or  mistake.^* 

31.  Sufficiency  of  Evidence. — In  accounting  for  the  non-produc- 
tion of  the  original  instrument  there  is  no  general  rule  as  to  the 
degree  of  diligence  in  making  the  search,"  but  the  party  alleging  the 
loss  is  expected  to  show  that  he  has,  in  good  faith,  exhausted,  in  a 
reasonable  degree,  all  the  sources  of  information  and  means  of  dis- 
covery which  the  nature  of  the  case  would  naturally  suggest,  and 
which  were  accessible  to  him.*'  Therefore  where  a  plaintiff  has  made 
no  inquiry  in  the  place  in  which  the  instrument  would  be  most  likely 
to  be  found,  he  utterly  fails  in  his  attempt  to  prove  the  loss,'^  but 
if  the  search  has  been  made  in  such  places  nothing  more  is  required," 
Even  though  the  instrument  has  not  been  wholly  lost  or  destroyed, 
but  only  mislaid,  secondary  evidence  is  admissible  if  it  cannot  he 
found  on  search  The  secondary  evidence  adduced  to  prove  the 
contents  of  a  lost  instrument  must  be  clear  and  convincing,*  thougli 
the  testimony  of  one  witness  as  to  tiie  loss  of  a  note  is  sufficient  to 
authorize  a  recovery  thereon,  if  it  is  sufficiently  convincing*  The 
doctrine  would  seem  to  be  equally  well  founded,  in  principle,  that 
the  greater  the  value  of  the  instrument,  the  more  conclusive  should 
be  the  proof  of  its  existence  and  contents Since  therefore  it  is  tiie 
policy  of  the  law,  adopted  with  a  view  to  prevent  frauds,  that  title 
to  lands  shall  pass  only  by  written  instruments,  the  difference  is 
more  in  name  t^an  in  fact  between  giving  effect  to  a  parol  convey- 
ance of  lands  and  establishing  title  to  lands  under  an  alleged  lost 
deed,  on  parol  testimony  of  its  contents  and  loss,  unless  the  proof  be 
clear  and  conclusive.*  Where  the  instrument  is  a  muniment  of  title, 
public  policy  demands  that  the  proof  of  its  former  existence,  its  loss, 
and  its  contoats  should  be  strong  and  conclusion.'  On  the  other  hand, 
the  strictness  of  the  rule  of  parol  evidence  of  the  contents  of  lost 
papers  may  justly  be  somewhat  relaxed  in  cases  where  they  have  been 
lost,  withheld,  or  destroyed  by  the  person  to  be  charged,  since  spolia- 
tors ought  not  to  have  tlie  advantage  of  the  rule.* 

15.  Joannes  v.  Bennett,  6  Allen  1.  Wade  v.  New  Orleans  Canal,  etc., 
(Mass.)  169,  81  Am.  Dec.  738;  Blade  Co.,  8  Rob.  (La.)  140,  41  Am.  Dec. 
V.  Noland,  12  Wend.  (N.  T.)  173,  27  296;  Belle  Plaine  First  Nat.  Bank  t. 


16.  Simpson  v.  Dall,  3  Wall.  460,  1129,  123  A.  S.  R.  336,  14  Ann.  Cns. 
18  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  265.  396,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  616. 

17.  Minor  v.  Tillotson,  7  Pet.  99,  8  Note:  2  Ann,  Gas.  41. 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  621;  Simpson  v.  Dall,  2.  Note:  2  Ann.  Gas.  41. 

3  Wall.  460,  18  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  265.  3.  Scurry  v.  Seattle,  56  Waah.  1, 104 

18.  Rogers  v.  Durant.  106  U.  S.  644,  Pac.  1129, 134  A.  S.  R.  1092. 

1  S.  Ct.  623,  27  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  303.  1  Scarry  v.  Seattle,  56  Wash.  1, 104 

19.  Minor  v.  Tillotson,  7  Pet.  99,  8  Pac.  1129,  134  A.  S.  R.  1092. 

U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  621.  5.  Scurry  v.  Seattle,  56  Wash.  1, 

20.  Bank  of  United  States  v.  Sill,  104  Pac.  1129,  134  A.  S.  R.  1092. 


Am,  Dec.  126  and  note. 


McGonneU,  103  Minn.  340,  114  N.  W. 


5  Conn,  106, 13  Am.  Dec  44, 


6,  Note:  134  A.  S.  R.  1095. 
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L  Introductory 

1.  Scope  of  Article 

2.  What  Is  Lost  Property 

3.  Treasure-trove 

4.  Things  Imbedded  in  Soil 

n.  Rights  and  Liabilities  of  Finder 

5.  As  against  Third  Penons 

6.  As  against  Owner 

7.  Status  as  Bailee 

8.  Master  and  Servant;  Parent  and  Child 

9.  Joint  Finders 

m.  Rights  and  Liabilities  of  Owner  and  Others 

10.  Owner's  Rights  and  Liabilities 

11.  Vendee's  Rights 


I.  Introductory 

1.  Scope  of  Article. — ^The  subject  of  this  article  may  be  stated 

comprehensively  as  covering  the  rights,  duties  and  liabilities  growing 
out  of  the  finding  of  lost  goods  or  property  of  any  kind  and  the 
taking  possession  thereof  by  the  finder.  The  details  of  the  treatment 
are  sufficiently  indicated  in  the  foregoing  analysis.  Related  matters 
which  are  treated  under  other  titles  are  abandoned  property,'  the 
establishment  of  and  actions  on  lost  writings,*  rewards  for  the  recov- 
ery of  lost  property,'  and  larceny  by  finders  of  lost  property.* 

2.  What  Is  Lost  Property. — ^The  loss  of  property,  in  legal  intend- 
ment, depends  on  something  more  than  the  knowledge  or  ignorance, 

1.  See  Abandonment,  vol,  1,  p.  1,        3.  See  Rewards. 

2.  See  Lost  Papebs  and  Records,     4.  See  Larcekt,  ante,  p.  35  eC  seq. 
ante,  p.  1168. 
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the  memory  or  want  of  memory,  of  the  owner,  as  to  its  locality  at 
any  given  moment  To  lose  is  not  to  place  or  put  anything  care- 
fully and  voluntarily  in  the  place  one  intends  and  then  forget  it; 
it  is  casually  and  involuntarily  to  part  from  the  possession,  and  the 
thing  is  then  usually  found  in  a  place  or  under  circumstances  such  as 
to  prove  to  the  finder  that  the  owner's  will  was  not  employed  in  plac- 
ing it  there.*  It  is  the  presumption  of  abandonment  that  obtains 
until  the  owner  appears  and  claims  the  property  that  gLvee  the  right 
as  legal  possessor  to  the  first  occupier,  the  presumption  being  dis- 
putable by  the  rightful  owner.  Such  presumption  or  inference  does 
not  obtain  aa  to  property  intentionally  left  or  deposited  in  a  desig- 
nated place,  and  possibly  forgotten  for  the  time  being.  The  circum- 
stances must  be  such,  considering  the  place  where  and  the  conditions 
under  which  the  property  is  found,  as  to  lead  to  the  inference  that  it 
was  casually  or  involuntarily  left  there.*  Articles  left  by  strangers 
or  customers  in  a  place  of  business  are  not  lost  in  such  sense  aa  to 
entitle  any  person  whatsoever  to  take  them  as  a  finder,  but  are 
presumed  to  be  left  in  the  charge  of  the  keepers  of  the  place  of 
business;  ^  but  where  articles  are  accidentally  dropped  in  any  public 
place,  public  thoroughfare  or  street,  they  are  lost  in  the  legal  sense.* 
Accordingly,  it  has  been  held  that  tiie  voluntary  placing  of  an  article 
on  a  desk  or  table  in  a  place  of  business,  and  accidentally  leaving  it 
there,  does  not  constitute  it  lost  property.*  Likewise  it  is  not  a  case 
of  losing  where  a  person  puts  a  package  on  the  seat  of  a  street  car 
and  forgets  to  take  it  with  him  when  he  leaves  the  car,'*  or  where 
money  is  left  on  a  desk  in  a  private  compartment  of  a  safe  deposit 
company,**  or  where  hides  are  placed  in  a  vat  for  the  purpose  of 

6.  Severn  v.  Toran,  18  Ore.  269,  20  S.  W.  878,  94  A.  8.  R.  740. 

Pac.  100,  8  A.  S.  R.  293;  Ferguaon  v.  Note:  21  Am.  Rep.  189. 

Rav,  44  Ore.  557,  77  Pac.  600,  102  A  8.  Hamaker  v.  Blanchard,  90  Pa.  St 

S.  R.  648,  1  Ann.  Cas.  1  and  note;  1  377,  36  Am.  Rep.  664. 

L.RA.(N.S.)  477;  KuykendaU  v.  Fiah-  Note:  21  Am.  Rep.  189. 

er,  61  W.  Va.  87,  56  S.  E.  48, 11  Ann.  9.  MeAvoy  v,   Medina,  U  Allen 

Cas.  700  and  note,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  (Mass.)  548,  87  Am.  Dee.  733  and 

94  and  not«.  note;  Kineaid  v.  Katon,  98  Mass.  139, 

Note:  129  A.  S.  R.  401.  03  Am.  Dec.  142  and  note;  Hamaker 

6.  Hoagland  v.  Forest  Park  High-  v.  Blanchard,  90  Pa.  St.  377,  35  Am. 
lands  Amusement  Co.,  170  Mo.  335,  70  Rep.  664 ;  Lawrence  v.  State,  1  Humph. 
S.  W.  878,  94  A.  S.  R.  740;  Ferguson  (Tenn.)  228,  34  Am.  Dec.  644;  Dead- 
V.  Rav,  44  Ore.  557,  77  Pac.  600,  102  erick  v.  Oulda,  86  Tenn.  14,  5  S.  W. 
A.  S.  R.  648,  1  Ann.  Cas.  1  and  note,  487,  6  A.  S.  R.  812. 

1  L.RA.(N.S.)  477;  Bobereon  v.  EUia,  Notes:  30  Am.  Rep.  180;  129  A.  S. 

58  Ore.  219,  114  Pac.  100,  35  LJI.A.  R.  401. 

(N.8.)  979;  Kaykendall  v.  Fisher,  61  10.  State  v.  Conrtsol.  89  Conn.  S64, 

W.  Va.  87,  56  S.  E.  48,  11  Ann.  Cat  94  AtL  973,  L.R.A.1916A  465  and  note. 

700,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  94.  11.  Foster  v.  Fidelity  Safe  Deposit 

Note:  37  L.R.A.  118, 120.  Co.,  264  Mo.  89, 174  S.  W.  376,  L.R^ 

7.  Hoa^rland  t.  Forest  Park  High-  1916A  655  and  note, 
bnds  Amusement  Co.,  170  Ho.  335,  70 

1199 


Digitized  by 


Goo^ 


IS 


LOST  PBOPEBTT 


17  B.  C.  L. 


tanning  and  forgotten  by  the  person  who  put  them  there.**  On 
the  other  hand,  a  pocketbook  found  under  a  table,  on  the  ground^ 
in  a  public  place  of  amusement,  is  lost  property,  because  tiiere  is 
present  the  element  of  a  casual  and  involuntary  parting  with  the 
possession,**  and  the  same  is  true  as  to  money  found  lodged  in  a 
crevice  or  interspace  in  a  safe.** 

3.  Treasure-trove. — Treasure-trove  is  any  gold  or  silver  in  coin, 
plate  or  bullion  found  concealed  in  the  earth,  or  in  a  house  or  other 
private  place,  but  not  lying  on  the  ground,  the  owner  of  the  dis- 
covered treasure  being  unknown."  Originally  it  belonged  to  the 
finder  if  the  owner  was  not  discovered,  but  afterwards  it  was  judged 
expedient,  for  the  purposes  of  state,  and  particularly  for  the  coin- 
age, that  it  should  go  to  the  king,**  whose  right  thereto  depended  on 
the  same  principles  as  the  right  to  the  goods  of  an  intestate.*'  In 
England  coroners  are  vested  with  a  limited  jurisdiction  with  rej?ard 
to  treasure-trove,  confined  to  an  inquiry  as  to  who  is  the  finder, 
and  who  is  suspected  thereof.*^  This  supervision  by  the  state  and 
right  of  the  crown  created  at  common  law  a  distinction  between 
treasure-trove  and  lost  propMty;  but  in  this  country  the  law  relat- 
ing to  the  former  has  been  merged  in  that  of  the  latter,  at  least  so 
far  as  respects  the  rights  of  the  finder.**  It  is  not  essential  to  its 
character  as  treasure-trove  that  the  thing  shall  have  been  hidden 
in  the  ground,  for  it  is  sufficient  if  it  be  found  concealed  in  other 
articles,  such  as  bureaus,  safes,  machinery,  etc. ;  **  and  while  strictly 
speaking  it  is  gold  or  silver,  it  has  been  held  to  include  the  paper 
representatives  thereof,  especially  where  found  hidden  with  those 


12.  Livermore  v.  White,  74  Me.  452,  404,  21  Am.  Dec.  232;  Daniebon  t. 
43  Am.  Rep.  600.  Roberts,  44  Ore.  108,  74  Pac.  913,  102 

13.  Hoagland  v.  Forest  Park  High-  A.  S.  R.  627,  65  L.R.A.  526;  Roberaon 
lands  Amusement  Co.,  170  Mo.  336,  70  v.  Ellis,  58  Ore.  219, 114  Pae.  100,  35 
S.  W.  878,  94  A.  S.  E.  740,  L.R.A.(N.S.)  979. 

14.  Durfee  v.  Jones,  11  B.  I.  588,     Note :  1  Ann.  Caa.  5. 

23  Am,  Rep.  528.  17.  Note;  8  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  169. 

15.  Livermore  v.  White,  74  Me.  452,  18.  Note:  7  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  170,  171. 
43  Am.  Rep.  600;  Weeks  v.  Hackett,  19.  Weeks  v.  Hackett,  104  Me.  264, 
104  Me.  264,  71  Atl.  858,  129  A.  S.  R.  71  Atl.  858,  129  A.  S.  B.  390  and 
390  and  note,  15  Ann.  Cas.  1156,  19  note,  15  Ann.  Cas.  1156,  19  L.R.A. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  1201;  Sovem  v.  Yoran,  (N.S.)  1201;  Danielson  v.  Roberts,  44 
16  Ore.  269,  20  Pac.  100,  8  A.  8.  R.  Ore.  108,  74  Pac.  913,  102  A.  S.  R. 
293;  Danielson  v.  Roberta.  44  Ore.  108,  627,  65  L.R.A.  526;  Roberson  v.  ElUs, 
74  Pac  913, 102  A.  S.  R.  627, 65  L.R.A  58  Ore.  219,  114  Pac.  100,  35  L.R.A. 
526;  Roberson  v.  Ellia,  68  Ore.  219,  (N.S.)  979. 

114  Pae.  100,  35  L.R.A.(N.S.)  979.         Note:  1  Ann.  Caa.  6. 

Note:  1  Ann.  Cas.  5.  20.  Huthmacher  v.  Harris,  38  Pa. 

16.  Weeks  v.  Hackett,  104  Me.  264,  St.  491,  80  Am.  Dec.  502;  Kuyken- 
71  Atl.  858,  129  A.  S.  R.  390, 15  Ann.  dall  v.  Fisher,  61  W.  Va.  87,  56  S.  E. 
Cas.  1156, 19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1201;  Mc-  48,  11  Ann.  Cas.  700,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
Laughlin  v.  Waite,  6  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  94. 
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previous  metals,*  but  to  exclude  gold-bearing  quartz  found  buried 
in  the  earth  where  it  evidently  had  been  placed  some  years  before.' 
It  is  essential  to  its  character  that  it  shall  have  been  concealed  by 
the  owner  for  safe-keeping,  and  in  this  respect  it  differs  from  lost 
property  and  property  voluntarily  parteH  with.*  The  rule  in  this 
country,  in  the  absence  of  legislation,  is  that  tiie  title  to  treasure- 
trove  belongs  to  the  finder  against  all  the  world  except  the  true  owner, 
and  in  this  respect  it  is  analogous  to  lost  property.^  Where  the 
owner  is  unknown  at  the  time  of  finding,  and  afterwards  appears,  the 
only  effect  is  to  destroy  the  character  of  such  property  as  treasure- 
trove  and  thus  defeat  the  title  of  the  sovereign  or  of  the  finder.  Treat- 
ing the  property  as  treasure-trove  does  not  render  the  finder  liable - 
for  conversion,  as  his  mistake,  if  such  it  may  be  called,  like  the  refusal 
of  the  finder  to  deliver  on  demand  lost  property  when  the  owner  is 
unknown  to  him,  is  no  conversion,  for  he  is  justified -in  his  conduct 
at  the  time  in  treating  it  as  treasure-trove  by  the  presence  of  all  the 
elements  which  constitute  it  such.*  The  owner  of  the  soil  in  which 
treasure-trove  is  found  acquires  no  title  thereto  by  virtue  of  his 
ownership  of  the  land ;  •  and  so  it  has  been  held  that  workmen  find- 
ing money  which  has  been  buried  or  secreted  on  the  premises  of  their 
employer  are  entitled  to  its  possession,  and  may  maintain  trover 
against  the  employer  if  he  deprives  them  of  the  possession  and  refuses 
to  restore  it.' 

4.  Things  Imbedded  in  Soil. — ^Where  property,  not  treasure- trove, 
is  found  imbedded  in  the  soil  under  circumstances  repelling  the  idea 
that  it  has  been  lost,  the  finder  acquires  no  title  thereto,  for  the 
presumption  js  that  the  possession  of  the  article  found  is  in  the  owner 
of  the  locus  in  quo.^  This  has  been  held  to  apply  to  an  aeroUte 
on  the  theory  that  it  is  part  of  the  soil ;  *  and  on  ^e  same  theory  to 

1.  Huthmacher  v.  HarriB,  38  Pa.  St  6.  Weeks  v.  Hackett,  104  Me.  264, 
491,  80  Am.  Dee.  502.  71  Atl.  858,  129  A.  S.  R.  390,  and 

2.  FeigQson  v.  Ray,  44  Ore.  557,  77  note,  15  Ann.  Cas.  1166,  19  LJLA. 
Pac.  600,  102  A.  S.  R.  648,  1  Ann.  (N.S.)  1201. 

Cas.  1,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  477.  7.  Danielson  v.  Roberts,  44  Ore.  108, 

5.  Severn  v.  Yoran,  16  0».  209,  20  74  Pac.  913,  102  A.  S.  R.  627,  65 
Pac.  100,  8  A.  S.  R.  293.  UR.A.  526;  Roberson  v.  Ellis,  58  Ore. 

Note:  129  A.  S.  R.  400.  219,  114  Pac.  100,  35  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

See  supra,  par.  11.  979  and  note. 

4.  Weeks  v.  Hackett,  104  Me.  264,  8.  Ferguson  v.  Ray,  44  Ore.  557,  77 

71  Atl.  858,  129  A.  S.  R.  390  and  Pac.  600,  102  A.  S.  R.  648,  1  Ann. 

note,  15  Ann.  Cas.  1156,  19  L.R.A.  Cas.  1  and  note,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  477 

(N.S.)  1201;  Danielson  v.  Roberts,  44  i\nd  note. 

Ore.  108,  74  Pac.  913,  102  A.  S.  R.  Notes:  129  A.  S.  R.  405  ;  37  L.R.A. 

327,  65  L.R.A.  526;  Roberson  v.  Ellis,  118;  1  Ann.  Car.  5. 

58  Ore.  219,  114  Pac.  100,  35  L.R.A.  9.  Ooddard  v.  WincheU,  86  la.  71, 

(N.S.)  979.  52  N.  W.  1124,  41  A.  S.  R.  481,  17 

6.  Soveni  v.  Yoran,  16  Ore.  269,  20  L.R.A.  788. 


Pac.  100.  8  A.  S.  R.  293. 

R.  C.  L.  Vol.  XVII.— 76. 


Note:  U  Ann.  Cai.  707. 
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a  prehistoric  boat  dug  up  in  making  an  excavation,^®  and  likewise 
to  gold-bearing  quartz  found  imbedded  in  the  soil  under  circum- 
stances indicating  that  some  person  had  placed  it  where  it  was  found>' 


II.  Rights  Xnd  Liabilities  of  Findeb 

5.  As  against  Third  Persons. — A  finder  of  a  lost  article,  though  he 
does  not  by  such  finding  acquire  an  absolute  property  or  ownership, 

has  suph  a  property  as  will  enable  him  to  keep  it  against  all  iJie 
world  but  the  rightful  owner."  This  rule  is  practically  absolute  and 
is  not  affected  by  the  special  circumstances  of  the  character  of  the 
thing  found,^*  the  place  of  finding,'*  or  the  relation  of  the  finder  to 
a  third  person.'*  This  right  is  not  defeated  by  the  discovery  of  the 
loser,  for  while  such  knowledge  may  affect  the  duties  of  the  finder 
toward  the  loser,  it  does  not  alter  the  rights  of  the  former  wiUi  respect 
to  third  persons.'*  As  against  one  who  after  the  finding  obtains 
possession  of  the  property  and  withholds  it  or  converts  it  to  his  own 
jse,  the  finder  may  maintain  replevin  or  trover  or  an  action  for 


10.  Note:  1  Ann.  Cas.  6.  W.  497,  6  A.  S.  R.  812;  Tandl  t. 

11.  Ferguson  t.  Bay,  44  Ore.  567,  Seaton,  28  Oxat  (Va.)  601,  26  Am. 
77  Pac.  600,  102  A.  S.  R.  648,  1  Ann.  Rep.  380;  KuykendaU  v.  Fisher,  61  W. 
Caa.  1,1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  477.  Va.  87,  56  S.  E.  48,  11  Ann.  Cas.  700 

12.  Brandon  v.  Planters',  etc..  Bank,  and  note,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  94  and  note. 
1  Stew.  (Ala.)  320,  18  Am.  Deo.  48  Notes:  37  LJt.A.  117;  1  Ann.  Cas. 
and  note;  Bowen  v.  Sullivan,  62  Ind.  5, 

281,  30  Am.  Rep.  172;  William  t.  IS.  Note:  1  Ann.  Gas.  5. 

State,  165  Ind.  472,  75  N.  E.  875,  2  14.  Bowen  v.  SulEvan,  62  Ind.  281, 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  248;  Goddard  v.  Win^  30  Am.  Rep.  172;  Weeks  v.  Haekett, 

chell,  86  la.  71,  52  N.  W.  1124,  41  104  Me.  264,  71  Atl.  858, 129  A.  S.  R. 

A.  S.  R.  481,  17  L.R.A.  788;  Weeks  390  and  note,  15  Ann.  Cas.  1156,  19 

V.  Hackett,  104  Me.  264,  71  Atl.  858,  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1201;  McAvoy  v.  B^e- 

129  A.  S.  R.  390  and  note;  16  Ann.  dina,  11  Allen  (Mass.)  548,  87  Am. 

Cas.  1156,  19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1201;  Mo-  Dec.  733;  Hoagland  v.  Forest  Park 

Avoy  V.  Medina,  11  AHia  (Mass.)  548,  Highlands  Amusement  Co.,  170  Mo. 

87  Am.  Dee.  733;  Hoagland  v.  Forest  335,  70  S.  W.  878,  94  A.  S.  B.  740; 

Park  Highlands  Amusement  Co.,  170  Sovem  v.  Yoran,  16  Ore.  269,  20  Pae. 

Mo.  335, 70  S.  W.  878, 94  A.  S.  R.  740;  100,  8  A.  S,  E.  293;  Bobcrson  v.  EUis, 

McLaughlin  v.  Waite,  6  Wend.  (N.  T.)  58  Ore.  219,  114  Pae.  100,  36  L.R.A. 

404,  21  Am.  Dee.  232;  Sovem  v.  To-  (N.S.)  979;  Hamaker  t.  Blanchard,  90 

ran,  16  Ore.  269,  20  Pae.  100,  8  A.  S.  Pa.  St.  377,  36  Am.  Rep.  664;  Dur- 

R.  293;  Danielson  v.  Roberts,  44  Ore.  fee  v.  Jones,  11  R.  I.  588,  23  Am.  Rep. 

108,  74  Pac.  913, 102  A.  S.  R.  627,  65  528;  Deaderiek  t.  Oulds,  86  Tenn.  14, 

L.R.A.  526;  Ferguson  v.  Ray,  44  Ore.  5  S.  W.  487,  6  A.  S.  R.  812;  Kuyken- 

557,  77  Pac.  600,  102  A.  S.  B.  648,  1  daU  v.  Fisher,  61  W.  Va.  87,  56  S.  E. 

Ann.  Cas.  1  and  note,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  48, 1  Ann.  Cas.  700  and  note,  8  LJt.A. 

477;  Roberson  t.  Ellis,  58  Ore.  219,  (N.S.)  94  and  note. 

114  Pac.  100,  35  L.R.A.(N.S.)  979;  Notes:  18  Am.  Dee.  69;  1  Ann. 

Hamaker  v.  Blanchard,  00  Pa.  St.  377,  Cas.  5. 

35  Am.  Rep.  664;  Durfee  v.  Jones,  11  15.  Note:  1  Ann.  Cas.  5. 

R.  I.  688,  23  Am.  Rep.  528  and  note;  16.  Notes:  18  Am.  Dec.  56,  57  ;  37 

Deaderiek  v.  Oulds,  86  Tenn.  14,  5  S.  L.RjL  117. 
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the  proceeds  of  the  property  if  it  hds  been  sold  or  the  proceeds  other- 
wise realized;*'  and  aa  agaiast  a  bailee  to  whom  the  Hnder  has 
confided  the  care  of  the  property  he  is  entitled  to  recover  it  on  the 
former's  refusal  to  surrender  it  on  demand;  but  a  bailee  holding 
only  for  the  benefit  and  accommodation  of  the  finder  and  without 
compensation  is  not  accountable  for  loss  of  the  property  by  theft 
from  him  unless  the  loss  is  the  result  of  gross  negligence  on  his  part.** 
As  respects  the  rights  of  a  finder  of  lost  property  there  is  a  dis- 
tinction in  the  case  of  chosee  in  action,  and  as  to  them  the  rule  above 
stated  does  not  apply,  for  the  reason  that  the  finder  is  not  a  party 
to  the  contract,  cannot  recover  thereon,  and  therefore  he  has  no  prop- 
erty right  of  any  value.** 

6.  As  against  Owner. — Money  or  other  property  voluntarily  laid 
down  and  forgotten  is  not  in  legal  contemplation  lost,'  and  the  owner 
of  the  shop,  bank  or  other  place  where  it  is  left  is  the  proper  custodian 
rather  than  the  person  who  happens  to  discover  it,*  and  it  is  the 
duty  of  such  proprietor  to  keep  the  property  for  the  owner,  he  being 
treated  as  quasi-bailee  Uiereof ; '  but  where  articles  are  accidentally 
dropped  by  anyone  in  any.  public  place,  public  liioroughfare 
street,  they  are  lost  in  the  legal  sense,  and  while  the  finder  may 
pass  them  by,*  if  he  chooses  to  undertake  their  custody  he  is  bound 
to  take  reasonable  care  of  them,  and,  where  required  by  statute,  to 
advertise  them.*  A  riparian  proprietor  cannot  detain  property  strand- 
ed on  his  bank  as  against  either  the  true  owner  or  one  having  a 
superior  right  by  reason  of  an  earlier  possession;*  and  while  the 
owner  of  land  on  which  property  is  carried  by  a  freshet  may  not  con- 
vert the  property  to  his  own  use,  he  is  under  no  legal  obligation 
to  preserve  it  for  the  true  owner,  but  may  free  his  land  from  the 

17.  Weeks  v.  Hackett,  104  Me.  264,  v.  Oulds,  86  Tenn.  14,  5  S.  W.  487,  6 
71  Atl.  858,  129  A.  8.  B.  390  and  A.  S.  R.  812;  Kuykendall  v.  Fisher, 
note,  15  Ann.  Cm.  1156,  19  L.B.A.  61  W.  Va.  87,  56  S.  E.  48,  11  Ann. 
(N.S.)  1201.  Gas.  700  and  note,  8  L.B.A.(N.S.)  94. 

Notes:  129  A.  S.  B.  409;  37  L.B^  Note:  129  A.  S.  B.  402. 

118.  3.  Deaderick  v.  Quids,  86  Tenn.  14, 

18.  Bowen  v.  SuIUvan,  62  Ind.  281,  5  8.  W.  487,  6  A.  S.  R.  812;  Kuy- 
30  Am.  Rep.  172;  Tancil  v.  Seaton,  28  kendall  v.  Fisher,  61  W.  Va.  87,  56 
Grat.  (Va.)  601,  26  Am.  Bep.  380.  8.  E.  48,  11  Ann.  Cas.  700  and  note, 

Note:  52  Am.  Dec.  464.  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  94. 

19.  Tancil  v.  8eaton,  28  Grat.  (Va.)  Notes:  21  Am.  Bep.  189;  129  A.  S. 
601,  26  Am.  Bep.  380.   And  see  Bail-  B.  402. 

VENTS,  vol.  3,  p.  99.  8ee  also  Bailuehts,  vol.  3,  p.  83. 

20.  McLaughlin  v.  Waite,  5  Wend-  4.  Note:  21  Am.  Rep.  188. 
<N.  Y.)  404,  21  Am.  Dec.  232.  6.  Note:  21  Am.  Rep.  188, 189. 

Notes:  18  Am.  Deo.  67;  1  Ann.  6.  Deaderick  v.  Quids,  86  Tenn.  14, 

Cas.  5.  5  8.  W.  487,  6  A.  8.  R.  812.   As  to  • 

1.  See  supra,  par.  1.  the  right  of  property  in  stranded  or  \ 

2.  Hoagland  v.  Forest  Park  High-  drifting  logs,  see  Loos  un>  T»cn^ 
lands  Arattsement  Co.,  170  Mo.  335,  70  ante,  par.  56. 

S.  W.  878. 94  A.  S.  B.  740;  Deaderick 
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encumbrance,  provided  in  so  doing  he  does  tibe  property  no  unnecee- 
.sary  harm.'  It  is  recognized  by  botii  the  common  and  the  civil  law 
that  the  owner  of  such  property  may  enter  on  the  land  for  the  purpose 
of  removing  it,  but  if  he  does  so  he  must  make  good  to  the  owner 
of  the  land  any  damage  occasioned  by  the  stranding.^  Some  authori- 
tira  hold  that  the  finder  of  lost  property  is  entitled  to  recover  from 
the  owner  thereof  his  necessary  expenses  in  its  preservation,*  while 
others  hold  that  he  is  not ;  but  even  admitting  his  right  to  com- 
pensation he  has  no  lien  on  the  property  therefor,  but  be  must  sur- 
render the  possession,  must  give  it  up,  and  resort  to  his  action  against 
the  owner.^^  This  does  not  apply,  however,  where  a  specific  offer 
of  reward  has  been  made,  for  Uien  the  right  of  the  finder  thereto  is 
protected  by  the  existence  of  a  lien  in  his  favor  on  the  lost  property,** 
and  he  may  retain  possession  thereof  until  the  reward  is  paid.**  To 
justify  the  finder  in  appropriating  money  or  other  property  to  his 
own  use,  the  circumstances  must  be  such  as  to  afford  reasonable 
ground  for  the  belief  that  it  has  been  voluntarily  abandoned,  and 
is  therefore  lost  property  in  the  full  legal  sense  of  the  term.**  The 
property  must  be  delivered  to  the  owner  when  he  demands  it,  but 
the  finder  is  entitled  to  have  it  identified  and  the  ownership  estab- 
lished.** This  is  not  only  his  right  but  his  duty,  and  he  is  liable 
in  case  of  misdelivery.  He  is  therefore  justified,  if  acting  in  good 
faith  and  with  fairness,  to  refuse  delivery  to  the  true  owner  if  he 
does  not  know  him.**  If  the  owner  has  died,  the  finder  must,  on 
demand,  deliver  the  property  to  the  administrator,  for  he  is  entitled 
to  the  possession.*'  If  the  finder  has  reason  to  suspect  who  is  the 
owner,  he  should  make  pertinent  and  reasonable  inquiries  for  the 
purpose  of  discovering  him,**  and  if  he  fails  to  do  so  he  may  be 
guilty  of  larceny.^* 

7.  Forster  v.  Juniata  Bridge  Co.,  12.  Notes:  25  Am.  Dec.  189;  55  Am. 
16  Pa.  St.  393,  55  Am.  Dec  506  and  Dec.  511;  129  A.  S.  R.  407;  37  L.R.A. 
note.  119;  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  1277. 

8.  Sheldon  v.  Sherman,  42  N.  Y.  13.  Wentworth  v.  Day,  3  Mete. 
484,  1  Am.  Rep.  669;  Forster  v.  Jun-  (Mass.)  362,  37  Am.  Dee.  145  and 
iata  Bridge  Co.,  16  Pa.  St.  393,  65  Am.  note.    See  Rewards. 

Dec.  506  and  note.  14.  Kuykendall  v.  Fisher,  61  W.  Va. 

9.  Amoiy  v.  Flyn,  10  Johns.  (N.  87,  56  S.  E.  48,  11  Ajm.  Cas.  700,  8 
T.)  102,  6  Am.  Dec.  316.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  94. 

Notes:  129  A.  S.  R.  407  ;  37  L.R.A.     Note:  21  Am.  Rep.  189. 
119.  15.  Notes:  21  Am.  Rep.  188;  129  A. 

10.  Wentworth   v.   Day,   3   Mete.  S.  R.  408  ;  37  L.R.A.  U7. 

(Mass.)  352,  37  Am.  Dec.  145;  Watts  16.  Sovem  v.  Yoran,  16  Ore.  269,  20 

V.  Ward,  1  Ore.  86,  62  Am.  Dec.  Pac.  100,  8  A.  S.  R.  293. 

299.  Note:  37  L.R.A.  117. 

11.  Notes:  25  Am.  Dec.  189;  55  Am.  17.  Note:  129  A.  S.  R.  409. 
Dec.  5U;  21  Am.  Rep.  188,  189;  129  18.  Note:  129  A.  S.  R.  408. 
A.  S.  R.  407  ;  37  L.R.A.  119:  Ann.  19.  See  liABCBHT,  ante,  p.  38. 
Caa.  1913B  1277. 
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7.  Status  as  Bailee. — Finders  of  lost  property  and  the  owners  of 
premise  where  property  has  voluntarily  been  laid  down  and  for- 
gotten, who  assume  the  custody  thereof^  are  bailees,'**  and  they  may 
maintain  trover  against  anyone  except  the  true  owner  who  deprives 
them  of  their  rig^t  of  possession.^  They  must  exercise  at  least  slight 
diligence  in  the  keeping  of  the  property,  and  should  they  be  deprived 
of  their  right  of  possession  by  other  than  the  true  owner  and  resort 
to  law  for  the  recovery  of  the  value  of  the  article  so  wrongfully  eon- 
verted,  the  tortfeasor  would  be  in  no  pontion  to  deny  the  finder's  right 
to  use  such  diligence,  nor  say  that  he  had  become  a  bailee  for  the 
loser  by  reason  of  the  conversion,  and  set  up  the  property  in  the  loser 
against  the  flnder.* 

8.  Master  and  Servant;  Parent  and  Child.— It  has  been  stated  that 
if  the  finder  is  a  person  whose  acquisition  of  property  is  subject  to 
a  superior  right  of  possession,  as  an  infant,  the  father  is  entitled 
to  the  property  found.  It  has  also  been  held,  though  against  the 
weight  of  authority,  that  a  master  is  entitled  to  property  found  by 
his  servant  on  the  premises  <tf  the  former.*  It  is  true  that  if  the 
property  be  not  lost  it  is  the  duty  of  the  master  to  care  for  it,  and 
for  that  purpose  he  may  withhold  the  possession  thereof  from  the 
finder/  but  where  the  property  is  lost  in  a  legal  sense,  it  is  estab- 
lished that  a  servant  finding  it  is  entitled  thereto  as  against  the 
master* 

9.  Joint  Finders. — If  lost  property  is  found  by  several  persons 
under  such  circumstances  tiiat  the  finding  is  the  joint  act  of  all,  they 
have  equal  rights  in  tiie  thing  found,*  and  if  this  thing  is  divis- 
ible, they'  become  tenants  in  common  thereof,  and  each  is  entitled 
to  the  possession  of  a  moiety  and  charged  with  the  duty  of  holding 
it  for  the  owner  until  he  can  be  ascertained;  and  if  one  of  the  number 
becomes  poa^epsed  of  the  whole  and  refuses  to  surrender  such  posses- 
sion, his  cotenants  may  maintain  trover  against  him  for  the  recov-^ 

20.  Roberson  v.  Ellis,  58  Ore.  219,  Ore.  108,  74  Pac.  913,  102  A.  8.  R. 

114  Pae.  100.  35  L.R.A.(N.S.)  979;  627,  65  L.R.A.  526;  Roberson  v.  Ellis, 

Deaderick  v.  Oulds,  86  Tenn.  14,  5  8.  58  Ore.  219,  114  Pac.  100,  35  L.R.A. 

W.  487,  6  A.  8.  R.  812;  Tancil  v.  Sea-  (N.S.)  979  and  note, 

ton,  28  Oral.  (Va.)  601,  26  Am.  Rep.  Note:  37  L.R.A.  118, 119. 

380;  Kuvkendftll  v.  Fislier,  61  W.  Va.  2.  Notes:  18  Am.  Dee.  56,  57;  37 

87,  56  S'  E.  48,  11  Ann.  Cas.  700  and  L.R.A.  117. 

note,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  94  and  note.  3.  Note:  1  Ann.  Cas.  5. 

Notes:  18  Am.  Dec.  66,  67;  129  A.  8.  4.  Note:  129  A.  S.  R.  402. 

R.  402;  37  L.R.A.  117.  6.  Bums  v.  Clark,  133  Cal.  634,  66 

See  also  Bailments,  vol.  3,  p.  83.  Pac.  12,  85  A.  S.  R.  233  and  note;  Bow- 

1  Brandon  v.  Planters',  etc.,  Bank,  en  v.  Sullivan,  62  Ind.  281,  30  Am. 

1  Stew.  (Ala.)  320,  18  Am.  Dec.  48  Rep.   172  and   note;   Hamaker  v. 

and  note;  Weeks  v.  Hackett,  104  Me.  Blancbard,  90  Pa.  St.  377,  35  Am.  Rep. 

264>  71  Atl.  858,  1^9  A.  S.  R.  390  and  664. 

note;  15  Ann.  Cas.  1156,  19  L.R.A.  6.  Notes:  37  L.R.A.  120;  1  Add. 

(N.S.)  1201:  Danielson  v.  Roberts,  44  Cas.  5. 
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ery  of  their  moieties.'  Whether  several  persons  present  at  a  finding 
are  to  be  deemed  joint  finders  or  not  is  sometimes  a  difficult  question, 
when  the  evidence  shows  that  some  of  them  saw  the  property  before 
the  others  or  bad  a  greater  share  of  the  work  t>r  play  of  which  the 
finding  was  an  incident  All  that  can  safely  be  said  is  that  the  courts 
have  inclined  in  doubtful  cases  to  regard  the  finding  as  joint  and 
all  persgns  present  and  to  any  degree  participating  as  joint  finders.* 

ni.  Rights  and  Liabilities  of  Owneb  and  Others 

10.  Owner's  Rights  and  Liabilities. — The  owner  of  lost  property 
has  the  right  to  reclaim  it  wherever  it  may  be  found  *  and  may  main- 
tain an  action  against  the  finder  who  refuses  to  deliver  it  on  demand.'* 
This  right  of  action  is  modified  only  by  the  rights  of  the  finder.  The 
latter  is  rightfully  in  possession,  and  such  possession  of  itself,  there- 
fore, creates  no  right  of  action  in  favor  of  the  loser.  Something 
must  first  occur  to  make  the  possession  wrongful,  as  where,  on  demand 
and  appropriate  evidence  of  title,  the  finder  refuses  to  deliver  the 
property,  or  even  in  the  absence  of  such  demand  and  refusal  he  is 
guilty  of  some  misconduct  toward  it,  as  where  he  abuses  or  wrong- 
fully uses  it.  When  the  possession  has  thus  become  wrongful,  the 
owner  may  maintain  trover  or  replevin  or  any  other  action  necessary 
to  vindicate  his  rights.'^  It  has  been  held  that  it  is  not  necessary 
that  a  demand  should  be  made  for  the  return  of  property  wrongfully 
withheld  as  a  prerequisite  to  an  action  to  compel  restitution.**  While 
property  must  be  delivered  to  the  owner  when  he  demands  it,  it  is 
incumbent  on  him  to  identify  it  and  establish  his  ownership;  and 
if  he  fails  to  do  so,  the  finder  is  justified  in  refusing  delivery.'^  In 
the  event  of  the  owner  being  deceased,  his  administrator  is  entitled 
to  the  possession  on  making  demand  therefor.**  The  owner  may 
propose  his  own  terms  for  its  return  and  the  finder  is  bound  thereby,** 
and  is  not  entitJied  to  a  reward  from  the  owner  in  ^e  absence  of  a 
promise  to  pay.**  Although  the  authorities  are  somewhat  conflict- 
ing, the  sounder  rule  would  seem  to  be  that  the  owner  of  lost  prop- 
erty on  reclaiming  it  is  liable  to  the  finder  for  necessary  expenses 

7.  Weeks  v.  Hackett,  104  Me.  264,  13.  Notes:  21  Am.  Rep.  188;  129  A. 
71  Atl.  858, 129  A.  S.  R.  390  and  note,  S.  R.  '408  ;  37  L.R.A.  117. 

16  Ann.  Cas.  1156  and  note,  19  L.RyA.  14.  Sovem  v.  Toran,  IQ  Ore.  269,  20 

(N.S.)  1201  and  note.  Pac.  100,  8  A.  S.  R.  293. 

8.  Notes:  129  A.  S.  R.  410;  37  Note:  37  L.R.A.  117. 
L.R.A  120.  16.  Note:  129  A.  S.  R.  409. 

9.  Symmes  v.  Frazier,  6  Mass.  344,  16.  Wentworth  v.  Day,  3  Mete 
4  Am.  Dec.  142.  (Mass.)  352,  37  Am.  Deo.  145. 

10.  Note:  37  L.R.A.  117.  17.  Amoiy  v.  Flyn,  10  Johns.  (N. 

11.  Note:  129  A.  S.  R.  409.  Y.)  102,  6  Am.  Dec.  316;  Watts  v. 

12.  Kuykendall  v.  Fisher,  61 W.  Ta.  Ward,  1  On.  86, 62 'Am.  Deo.  299.  See 
87.  56  S.  E.  48,  1  Ann.  Caa.  700,  8  Rxwabds. 

L.RJV.(N.S.)  94. 
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incurred  in  its  preservation.'^  In  the  case  of  property  carried  on 
land  by  a  freshet  the  ov/n&r  may  enter  on  the  laud  for  the  purpose 
of  removing  it,  but  if  he  does  so  be  must  make  good  to  the  owner 
of  the  land  any  damage  occasioned  by  the  stranding;  or  he  may 
abandon  the  property,  in  which  event  he  cannot  be  held  liable  for 
such  injuries.  This  is  recognized  by  both  the  common  and  the  civil 
law." 

11.  Vendee's  Rights. — ^Under  the  rule  that  a  vendee  can  acquire 

no  greater  title  than  that  possessed  by  his  vendor,  the  transferee  of 
the  finder  of  lost  chattels  acquires  no  right  thereto  as  against  the 
true  owner.***  This,  however,  does  not  apply  to  naBh,  bank  bills  or 
other  paper  negotiable  by  delivery.  For  flie  puiposee  of  commerce, 
the  possession  of  certain  negotiable  securities  in  the  hands  of  bona 
fide  holders  is  conclusive  evidence  of  right,  but  in  such  cases  it  is 
conclusive  against  the  loser  as  well  as  against  the  debtor,  although 
the  former  shows  that  he  never  intended  to  abandon  his  right;  and 
a  bona  fide  purchaser  from  the  finder  under  a  supposition  that  he  is 
the  legal  owner  will  be  entitled  to  recover  even  against  the  loser.* 
But  it  has  been  held  that  the  transferee  of  lost  negotiable  paper  must, 
to  acquire  a  valid  titie  thereto,  have  both  paid  a  valuable  considera- 
tion and  have  taken  it  bona  fide,  and  that  if  circumstances  exist 
which  are  calculated  to  raise  suspicion  in  the  mind  of  a  man  of  ordi- 
nary prudence  and  discretion,  that  fact  will  prevent  the  purchaser 
from  acquiring  title  better  than  that  of  his  vendor.* 

18.  Amory  t.  Flyn,  10  Johns.  (N.  506  and  note. 
Y.)  102,  6  Am.  Dec.  316.   Contra,  see     20.  Not«:  3  A.  S.  R.  198, 199. 
Wentworth  t.  Day,  3  Hete,  (Mass.)      1.  HcLanghlin  v.  Waite,  5  Wend. 
352,  37  Am.  Dec  145;  Watts  t.  Ward,  (N.  Y.)  404, 21  Am.  Dee.  232. 
1  Ore.  86,  62  Am.  Dec.  299.  Notes:  3  A.  8.  R.  199;  129  A.  S.  B. 

Notes:  129  A.  S.  R.  407;  37  L.R.A.  411. 
119.  See  Banks,  vol.  3,  p.  602. 

IB.  Sheldon  v.  Sherman,  42  N.  T.  2.  Note:  3  A.  8.  R.  200.  See  Bn^ 
484, 1  A.  Rep.  569;  FoTster  v.  Jnniats  akd  Hons,  toL  3,  pp.  1000,  1043, 
Bri^  Go.  16  Pa.  St  393, 66  Am.  Dee.  1386. 
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y.  Criminal  Proceedliigs 

22.  Indictment  or  Inffnmation 

23.  Evideuce 

24.  Punishment 


I.  Introductory 

1.  Scope  of  Article. — This  article  deals  with  the  legal  aspects, 
civil  and  criminal,  of  lotteries,  gift  enterprises,  or  similar  schemes 
for  the  distribution  by  lot  or  chance  of  prizes  consisting  of  money  or 
other  thing  of  value.  Under  othw  titles,  however,  will  bQ  found  the 
treatment  of  such  related  subjects  as  gaming  generally,'  the  use  of 
the  mails  for  matter  concerning  lotteries,*  and  trading  stamps.* 

2.  Definitions  and  Explanatory  Statement— The  word  "lottery," 
it  has  been  held,  has  no  technical,  legal  meaning,  but  must  be  con- 
strued in  the  popular  sense  *  It  has  been  variously  defined  by  lexicog- 
raphers, legal  authors,  judges,  and,  in  some  instances,  by  statute; 
and  Webster's  definition,  "a  scheme  for  the  distribution  of  prizes  by 
lot  or  chance,"  has  been  quoted  with  approval  by  numerous  autiiori- 
ties,'  and  also  Worcester's  definition  as  "a  distribution  of  prizes  and 
blanks  by  chance,  a  game  of  hazard  in  which  small  sums  are  ventured 
for  the  chance  of  obtaining  a  larger  value  either  in  money  or  in 
other  articles."  *  Other  definitions  often  adopted  by  the  courts  are: 

1.  See  Gaming,  vol.  12,  p.  704.  R.  38,  7  L.R.A.  599;  Meyer  v.  State, 

2.  See  Post  Office.  112  Ga.  20,  37  S.  E.  96,  81  A.  S.  R. 

3.  See  Trading  Stamps.  17,  51  L.R.A.  496;  State  v.  Mercan- 

4.  Tellow-Stone  Kit  v.  State,  88  Ala.  tile  Asso.,  45  Kan.  351,.  25  Pac.  984, 
196,  7  So.  338,  16  A.  S.  R.  38,  7  L.R.A.  23  A.  S.  R.  727,  11  L.R.A.  430;  Com. 
599;  Cross  v.  People,  18  Colo.  321,  32  v.  Jenkins,  159  Kv.  80, 166  S.  W.  794, 
Pae.  821,  36  A.  S.  R.  292;  State  v.  Ann.  Cas.  1915B  170;  State  v.  Boneil, 
Mercantile  Ass'n,  45  Kan.  351,  25  Pac.  42  La.  Ann.  1110,  8  So.  298,  21  A.  S. 
984,  23  A.  S.  R.  727,  11  L.R.A.  430;  R.  413, 10  L.R.A.  60;  Ballock  v.  State, 
People  V.  McPhee,  139  Midi.  687,  103  73  Md.  1,  20  Atl.  184,  25  A.  S.  R.  559, 
N.  W.  174,  69  L.R.A.  505,  5  Ann.  Cas.  8  L.R.A.  671;  State  v.  Mumford,  73 
835  and  note;  State  v.  Mumford,  73  Mo.  647,  39  Am.  Rep.  532;  Wilkinson 
Mo.  647,  39  Am.  Rep.  532;  State  v.  v.  Gill,  74  N.  Y.  63,  30  Am.  Rep.  264; 
Clarke,  33  N.  H.  329,  66  Am.  Dec.  723;  Winston  v.  Beeson,  135  N.  C.  271,  47 
Wilkinson  v.  Gill,  74  N.  Y.  63,  30  Am.  S.  E.  457,  65  L.R.A.  167;  Holoman  v. 
Rep.  264;  Winston  v.  Beeson,  135  N.  State,  2  Tei.  App.  610,  28  Am.  Rep. 
C.  271,  47  S.  E.  457,  65  L.R.A.  167;  439. 

State  V.  Tipkin,  169  N.  C.  265,  84  S.      6.  Homer  v.  United  States,  147  U. 

E.  340,  L.R.A.1915F  1018.  S.  449, 13  S.  Ct.  409.  37  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

Notes:  3  LR.A.  403;  5  Ann.  Cas.  237 ;  Fitzsimmons  v.  United  States,  156 

838.  Fed.  477,  84  C.  C.  A.  287,  13  L.R.A. 

6.  Homer  v.  United  States,  147  U.  (N.S.)    1095;   Yellow-Stone   Kit  v. 

S.  449, 13  S.  Ct.  407,  37  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  State,  88  Ala.  196,  7  So.  338,  16  A. 

237;  Buekalew  v.  State,  62  Ala.  334,  S.  R.  38,  7  L.R.A.  599:  Cross  v.  Peopln. 

34  Am.  Rep.  22;  Yellow-Stone  KU  v.  18  Colo.  321,  32  Pac.  821,  36  A.  S.  R. 

State,  88  Ala.  196,  7  So.  338, 16  A.  S.  292;  Meyer  v,  SUte,  112  Ga.  20,  37 
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"Where  a  pecuniary  consideration  is  paid,  and  it  is  determined  by 
lot  or  chance,  according  to  some  scheme  held  out  to  the  public,  what 
and  how  much  he  who  pays  the  money  is  to  have  for  it,  that  is  a 
lottery;"  '  and  "A  scheme  by  which  a  result  is  reached  by  some  action 
or  means  taken,  and  in  which  result  man's  choice  or  will  has  no 
part,  nor  can  human  reason,  foresight,  sagacity,  or  design  enable  him 
to  know  or  determine  such  result  until  the  same  has  been  accom- 
plished." *  An  example  of  a  statutory  definition  of  a  lottery  is,  "A 
scheme  for  the  distribution  of  property  by  chance,  among  persons 
who  have  paid  or  agreed  to  pay  a  valuable  consideration  for  the  chance, 
whether  called  a  lottery,  raffle,  or  gift  enterprise  or  by  some  other 
name."*  .The  supreme  cwxrt  of  the  United  States  has  quoted  the 
following  definition  under  the  word  "Lottery,"  contained  in  the 
Century  Dictionary:  "A  scheme  for  raising  money  by  selling  chances 
to  share  in  a  distribution  of  prizes;  more  specifically,  a  scheme  for 
the  distribution  of  prizes  by  chance  among  persons  purchasing  tickets, 
the  correspondingly  numbered  slips,  or  lota,  representing  prizes  or 
blanks,  being  drawn  from  a  wheel  on  a  day  previously  announced  in 
connection  with  the  scheme  of  intended  prizes.  In  law  the  term  lottery 
embraces  all  schemes  for  the  distribution  of  prizes  by  chance,  such 
its  policy  playing,  gift  exhibitions,  prize  concerts,  raffles  at  fairs,  etc., 
and  includes  various  forms  of  gambling.  M(»t  of  the  governments 
of  the  continent  of  Europe  have  at  di£Ferent  periods  raised  money  for 


S.  B.  96h  81  A.  8.  B.  17,  51  L.R.A.  lock  v.  State,  73  Md.  1,  20  Atl.  184,  25 
496;  State  v.  Mercantile  Ass'n,  45  A.  S.  B.  559,  8  L.RA.  671;  Long  v. 
Kan.  351,  25  Pac.  984,  23  A.  S.  State,  74  Md.  565,  22  Atl.  4,  28  A.  S. 
R.  727,  U  L.R.A.  430;  State  t.  B.  268, 12  L.R.A.  425 ;  State  t.  Ciafke, 
Boneil.  42  La.  Ann.  1110,  8  So.  33  N.  H.  329,  66  Am.  Dec.  723;  WU- 
298,  21  A.  S:  R.  413,  10  L.R.A.  60;  kinaon  v.  Gill,  74  N.  Y.  63,  30  Am. 
Ballock  T.  State,  73  Md.  1,  20  Atl.  184,  Rep.  264;  Kohn  v.  Koebler,  96  N.  T. 
25  A.  S.  R.  559,  8  L.R.A  671;  Long  362,  48  Am.  Rep.  628;  Stevens  v.  Cin- 
V.  State,  74  Md.  565,  22  AtL  4,  28  A.  cionati  Times-Star  Co.,  72  Ohio  St 
S.  R.  268,  12  UR.A.  425;  State  v.  112, 73  N.  £.  1058, 106  A  S.  R.  586. 
Mamford,  73  Mo.  647,  39  Am.  Rep.  8.  Waite  v.  Press  Pnb.  Ass'n,  155 
532;  Wilkinson  v.  GUI,  74  N.  T.  63,  30  Fed.  58,  85  C.  C.  A.  576,  12  Ann. 
Am.  Rep.  264;  Winston  v.  Beeson,  135  Cas.  319,  U  L.R.A.(N.S.)  609;  Eqni- 
N.  C.  271, 47  S.  E.  457,  66  LJI.A.  167.  table  Loan,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Waring,  117 
7.  Yellow-Stone  Kit  State,  88  Ga.  599,  44  S.  E.  320. 97  A.  S.  R.  177, 
Ala.  196,  7  So.  338, 16  A  8.  B.  38  and  62  L.RA.  93;  People  t.  Elliott,  74 
note,  7  L.R.A.  599  and  note;  Cross  v.  Mich.  264,  41  N.  W.  916,  16  A.  S.  R. 
People,  18  Colo.  321.  32  Pac.  821,  36  640,  3  LJI.A.  403;  Stevens  v.  Ciman- 
A.  S.  R.  292;  Equitable  Loan,  et«.,  nati  Times-Star  Co.,  72  Ohio  St  112, 
Co.  V.  Waring,  117  Qa.  599,  44  S.  E.  73  N.  E.  1058, 106  A.  8.  R.  586;  State 
320,  97  A  8.  R.  177,  62  L.R.A,  93;  v.  Dalton,  22  R.  I.  77,  46  A«.  234,  84 
Hudelson  v.  State,  94  Ind.  426,  48  Am.  A.  S.  R.  818,  48  I..R.A.  775. 
Rep.  171;  Lynch  Rosenthal,  144  Notes:  16  A.  8.  R.  43;  7  L.RA.  599. 
Ind.  86,  42  N.  E.  1103,  55  A.  S.  R.  9.  People  t.  Lavin,  179  N.  Y.  164, 
168,  31  L.RA.  835;  State  v.  Mercan-  71  K.  E.  753,  66  L.R.A.  601,  1  Ann. 
tile  Ass'n.  45  Kan.  351,  26  Pac.  984,  Cast  165. 
23  A  8.  R.  727,  U  L.R.A.  430;  Bal-     Note:  5  Ann.  Cas.  837. 
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public  purposes  by  means  of  lotteries;  and  a  small  sum  was  raised 
in  America  during  the  Kevolution  by  a  lottery  autiiorized  by  tbe 
Continental  Congress.  Both  state  and  private  lotteries  have  been 
forbidden  by  law  in  Great  Britain  and  in  nearly  all  of  the  United 
States,  Louisiana  and  Kentucky  being  the  two  notable  exceptions." 
It  has  been  said  that  the  word  "lottery"  is  generic.''  No  sooner  is 
it  defined  by  a  court  than  ingenuity  evolves  some  scheme  within  the 
mischief  discussed,  though  not  quite  within  the  letter  of  the  defini- 
tion given ;  but  an  examination  of  the  many  cases  on  the  subject 
will  show  that  it  ia  very  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  for  the  most  ingen- 
ious and  subtle  mind  to  devise  any  scheme  or  plan,  short  of  a  gratui- 
tous distribution  of  property,  which  has  not  been  held  by  the  courts 
of  this  country  to  be  in  violation  of  the  lottery  or  gaming  laws  in 
force  in  the  various  states  of  the  Union ; "  and  tiie  court  will  inquire, 
not  into  the  name,  but  into  the  game,  however  skilfully  disguised, 
in  order  to  ascertain  if  it  is  prohibited,  or  if  it  has  the  element  of 
chance.'^  A  gift  enterprise,  moreover,  has  been  defined  as  "a  scheme 
for  the  division  or  distribution  of  certain  articles  <Jf  property,  to  be 
determined  by  chance,  among  those  who  have  taken  shares  in  the 
scheme,"  '*  and  as  "a  sporting  artifice  by  which,  for  example,  a 
merchant  or  tradesman  sells  his  wares  for  their  market  value,  but 
by  way  of  inducement  gives  to  each  purchaser  a  ticket  which  entitles 
him  to  a  chance  to  win  certain  prizes,  to  be  determined  after  the 
manner  of  a  lottery."  **  And  it  has  been  declared  that  the  words 
"gift  enterprise"  have  attained  such  notoriety  that  the  courts  will 
take  judicial  notice  of  what  is  meant  thereby."  Furthermore,  it  will 
appear  that  all  gift  enterprises  which  come  within  the  meaning  of 
the  two  foregoing  descriptions  are  lotteries,'*  although  such  is  not 


10.  Homer  v.  United  SUtea,  147  U.  184;  State  v.  Shngart,  138  Ala.  86,  36 
S.  449, 13  S.  Ct  409,  37  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  .  So.  28,  100  A.  S.  B.  17;  Winston  v. 
237.  Beeson,  136  N.  C.  271,  47  S.  £.  467, 

11.  People       MePhee,  139  Mich.  66  L.R.A.  167. 

687,  103  N.  W.  174,  69  L.R.A.  505,  5  16.  Meyer  v.  SUte,  112  Ga.  20,  37 

Ann.  Gas.  835.-  S.  E.  96,  81  A.  S.  B.  17,  51  LJt.A. 

12.  People  T.  MePhee,  139  Mich.  496;  Russell  v.  Equitable  Loan,  etc., 
687,  103  N.  W.  174,  69  L.B.A.  505,  6  Co.,  129  Ga.  154,  58  S.  B.  881,  12 
Ann.  Gas.  835;  State  v.  Lipkin,  169  Ann.  Gas.  129. 

N.  G.  265,  84  S.  E.  340,  L.B.A.1916F  17.  State  v.  Shngart,  138  Ala.  86, 

1018.  35  So.  28,  100  A.  S.  R.  17;  Winston 

13.  Long  State,  74  Md.  565,  22  v.  Beeson,  135  K.  0.  271,  47  S.  E.  457, 
Atl.  4,  28  A.  S.  R.  268, 12  L.B.A.  425  ;  65  L.R.A  167. 

State  V.  Lipkin,  169  N.  C.  265,  84  S.  18.  Stete  v.  Boneil,  42  La.  Ann. 

E.  340,  L.R.A.1915F  1018.  1110,  8  So.  298,  21  A.  S.  R.  413,  10 

14.  State  V.  Lipkin,  169  N.  C.  265,  L.R.A.  60;  Com.  v.  Thacher,  97  Mass. 
84  S.  E.  340,  L.B.A.1915P  1018.  583,  93  Am.  Dec.  125;  State  v.  Clarke, 

15.  Matter  of  Gregory,  219  U.  S.  33  N.  H.  329,  66  Am.  Dec.  723;  State 
210,  31  S.  Ct.  143,  55  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  v.  Shorts,  32  N.  J.  L.  398,  90  Am.  Deo. 
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the  case  under  a  few  statutory  definitions  of  the  term  ''gift  eatetpriae," 
which  do  Dut  embrace  tiie  element  of  chance.'* 


3.  Regulation  and  Prohibition  in  GeneraL — ^Formerly,  when  th« 
sources  of  public  revenue  were  fewer  than  now,  lotteries  were  used 

in  some  or  all  of  the  states,  and  even  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  to 
raise  money  for  the  erection  of  public  buildings,  making  public 
improvements,  and  not  infrequently  for  educational  and  religious 
purposes.**  But  experience  has  shown  that  the  common  forms  of 
gambling  are  comparatively  innocuous  when  placed  in  contrast  with 
the  widespread  pestilence  of  lotteries.  The  former  are  confined  to  a 
few  persons  and  places,  but  the  latter  infests  the  whole  community;  it 
enters  every  dwelling;  it  reaches  every  class;  it  preys  on  the  hard  earn- 
ings of  the  poor;  it  plunders  the  ignorant  and  simple.*  If  lotteries 
are  to  be  tolerated  at  all,  it  is,  no  doubt,  better  that  they  should  be 
regulated  by  law^  so  that  people  may  be  protected  as  far  as  pcssible 
against  the  inherent  vices  of  the  system ;  but  that  they  are  demoral- 
izing in  their  effects,  no  matter  how  carefully  regulated,  cannot  admit 
of  doubt.  They  are  not,  in  the  legal  acceptation  of  the  term,  mala  in 
se,  but  may  properly  be  made  mala  prohibita;'  and  they  are  a 
species  of  gambling,'  although  a  distinction  is  usually  made  by  stat- 
ute between  certain  species  of  gaming  and  lotteries,  different  punish- 
ments being  provided  for  the  different  offenses.*  So,  at  the  present 
day,  both  state  and  private  lotteries  are  forbidden  by  constitution 

668;  Holoman  t.  State,  2  Tex.  App.  sissippi,  101  U.  S.  814,  26  U.  S.  (L. 


Notes:  16  A.  S.  R.  43  et  seq.;  7  U.  S.  488,  18  S.  Ct  199,  42  U.  S.  (L. 
L.R.A.  600;  12  L.R.A.  89;  12  Eng.  ed.)  553;  Lottery  Case,  188  U.  S.  321, 


19.  Matter  of  Gregory,  219  U.  S.  Moore  v.  State,  48  Miss.  147,  12  Am. 
210,  31  S.  Ct.  143,  55  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  Rep.  367;  Ex  parte  Kameto,  36  Ore. 
184;  District  of  Columbia  v.  Kraft,  35  251,  60  Pac.  394,  78  A.  S.  B.  775. 
App.  CaB.  {D.  C.)  253,  30  LJt.A.  Note:  66  A.  S.  H.  334. 

(N.S.)  957  and  note;  Long  T.  State,  74  2.  Stone  v.  Mississippi,  101  tJ.  S. 

Md.  565,  22  Atl.  4,  28  A.  S.  R.  268  and  814,  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1079. 

note,  12  L.R.A.  425;  SUte  v.  Speiry,  3.  Stone      Missiasippi,  101  U.  S. 

etc.,  Co.,  110  Minn.  378,  128  N.  W.  814,  25  V.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1079:  People 

120,  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  966;  People  v.  v.  Reilly,  50  Micfa.  384, 16  N.  W.  520, 

GillsoD,  109  N.  Y.  389,  17  N.  E.  343,  46  Am.  Rep.  A7;  Roselle  t.  Farmers* 

4  A.  S.  R.  465.  Bank,  141  Mo.  36,  39  S.  W.  274,  64 

Notes:  2  L.R.A.(N.S.)  591,  592;  A.  S.  B.  501;  Ex  parte  Kameta,  36 

Ann.  Cas.  1916A  907  ;  3  British  Bui.  Ore.  251,  60  Pao.  394, 78  A.  S.  R.  775; 

Cas.  992,  993.  Portland  t.  Tick,  44  Ore.  439,  75  Pae. 

See  also  infra,  par.  10.  706,  102  A.  S.  B.  633. 

20.  Stone  v.  Hissisaippi,  101  U.  S.  4.  People  v.  Reilly,  60  Mieh.  384, 
814,  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1079.  16  N.  W.  620,  45  Am.  Bep.  47;  Ex 

1.  Phalen  t.  Virginia,  8  How.  163,  parte  Kuneta,  36  Ore.  251,  60  Pa«. 

12  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1030;  Stone  v.  Mis-  "^94,  78  A.  S.  R.  775. 
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or  statutes  or  by  both,  in  probably  every  state  of  the  Union ;  ■  and 
ag^nst  them  Congress  has  closed  the  mails  *  and  interstate  commerce.^ 
A  constitutional  provision  against  lotteries  has  been  held  to  be  so  far 
self-executing  as  to  warrant  and  require  the  court,  iu  the  absence  of 
penal  or  other  statutes  on  the  subject,  to  declare  the  charter  of  a 
private  corporation,  whose  scheme  and  plMi  of  business  were  within 
the  constitutional  inhibition,  to  be  forfeited.*  The  various  classes  of 
statutes  and  municipal  ordinances  against  lotteries  are  specially  dis- 
cussed elsewhere  in  this  article.'  It  has  been  decided  that  laws  for 
the  suppression  of  lotteries  are  in  the  interest  of  the  morals  and  wel- 
fare of  the  people  of  the  state,  and  are  therefore  a.  legitimate  exercise 
of  its  police  powers.'*  And  it  has  been  held  that  an  act  of  Congress, 
requiring  a  license  for  selling  lottery  tickets,  was  only  a  mode  of 
imposing  taxes  on  the  licensed  business  and  conveyed  to  the  licensee 


5.  Douglas  V.  Kentucky,  ,168  U.  S.  13  L.R.A.(N.S.)   1095;   Eastman  v. 

488,  18  S.  Ct.  199,  42  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  Armstrong-Bvrd  Musie  Co.,  212  Fed. 

553;  Loiseau  v.  State,  114  Ala.  34,  22  662, 129  C.  C.  A.  198,  62  L.B.A.(N.S.) 

So.  138,  62  A.  S.  R.  84;  Burks  v.  Har-  108.  See  Post  Office. 

ris,  91  Ark.  205,  120  S.  W.  979,  134  7.  France  v.  United  States,  164  U. 

A.  S.  R.  67,  18  Ann.  Cas.  566,  23  S.  G7&,  17  S.  Ct.  219,  41  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

L.RA.(N.S.)    626;   State  v.   Wood-  595;  Lottery  Case,  188  U.  S.  321,  23 

ward,  89  Ind.  110,  46  Am.  Rep,  160;  S.  Ct.  321,  47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  492; 

State  V.  Mercantile  Ass'n,  45  Kan.  Francis  v.  United  States,  188  U.  S. 

351,  25  Pac.  984,  23  A.  S.  R.  727,  11  375,  23  S.  Ct.  334,  47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

L.R.A.  430;  People  v.  MoPhee,  139  508.    See  infra,  par.  9. 

Mich.  687,  103  N.  W.  174,  5  Ann.  Caa.  8.  State   v.   Mercantile   Asa'n,  45 

835,  69  L.B.A.  505;  Moore  v.  State,  Kan.  351,  25  Pac.  984,  23  A.  S.  R. 

48  Miss.  147,  12  Am.  Rep.  367;  Bass  727, 11  L.R.A.  430;  People  v.  McPhee, 

V.  Nashville,  Meigs  (Tenn.)  421,  33  139  Mich.  687,  103  N.  W.  174,  5  Ann. 

Am.  Dec.  154;  Holoman  v.  State,  2  Cas.  835,  69  L.R.A.  505. 

Tex.  App.  610,  28  Am.  Rep.  439;  9.  See  infra,  par.  5-9. 

Cardwell  v.  Kelly,  95  Va.  570,  28  S.  10.  Stone  v.  Mississippi,  101  U.  S. 


Notes:  66  A.  S.  B.  333;  7  L.R.A.  Woodward,  89  Ind.  110,  46  Am.  Rep. 


6.  Ex  parte  Jackson,  96  U.  S.  727,  116,  24  S.  W.  233,  66  A.  S.  B.  328 
24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  877;  Stone  v.  Mis-  and  note,  affirmed  by  168  U.  S.  488, 18 
Biasippi,  101  U.  S.  814,  25  U.  S.  (L.  S.  Ct.  199,  42  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  553;  Bal- 
ed.) 1079;  Ex  parte  Rapier,  143  U.  S.  lock  v.  State,  73  Md.  1,  20  Atl.  184, 
110,  12  S.  Ct  374,  36  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  25  A.  S.  R.  559,  8  L.R.A.  671;  Ford 
93;  Homer  v.  United  States,  143  U.  v.  State,  85  Md.  465,  37  Atl.  172,  60 
S.  207, 13  S.  a.  407,  36  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  A.  S.  R.  337  and  note,  41  L-RA.  551; 
126;  Homer  t.  United  States,  143  U.  Moore  v.  State,  48  Miss.  147,  12  Am. 
S.  570, 12  S.  Ct.  522,  36  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  Rep.  367;  State  v.  Lipkin,  169  N.  C. 
266;  Homer  v.  United  States,  147  U.  265,  84  S,  E.  340,  L.R.A.1915F  1018; 
S.  449, 13  S.  Ct.  409,  37  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  Basa  v.  NashviUe,  Meigs  (Tenn.)  421, 
237;  Pablio  Clearing  House  v.  Coyne,  33  Am.  Dee.  164. 
194  U.  S.  497,  24  S.  Ct.  789,  48  U.  S.  Notes:  78  A.  8.  B.  256,  266  ;  7 
(L.  ed.)  1092;  Fitzsimmons  v.  United  L.R.A.  601. 
States,  16«  Fed.  477,  84  C.  C.  A.  287,  See  infra,  par.  4. 
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601. 


160;  Douglass  v.  Kentucky,  100  Ky. 
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no  authority  to  conduct  such  business  within  a  state  where  lotteries 
were  prohibited  by  the  state  \awM 

4.  Lottery  Franchises. — ^During  the  time  that  lotteries  were  per- 
mitted by  law  legislative  authorizations  were  somewhat  strictly  con- 
strued, and  it  was  held  that  no  uncertain  or  doubtful  terms  or  pro- 
visions in  a  charter  would  be  construed  to  authorize  a  lottery  scheme; 
that  a  lottery  franchise  expired  when  the  amount  to  be  raised  was 
provided  for  by  contract,  whether  the  wljole  amount  had  been  paid 
to  the  beneficiary  or  not;  and  that  the  designation  of  things  which 
might  be  distributed  by  lot  excluded  other  things  not  comprehended 
in  the  franchise,  so  that  money,  if  not  so  designated,  coufd  not  be 
substituted  for  the  award  drawn.'*  Where  the  legislature  of  a  state 
granted  a  lottery  franchise  and  authorized  its  sale,  the  purchaser 
might,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  permit  others  to  enjoy  a  part 
of  the  profits,  but  could  not  assign  the  franchise  so  as  to  enable  each 
assignee  to  conduct  a  separate  lottery."  And,  although  lottery  tickets 
may  be  authorized  in  one  jurisdiction,  such  validity  cannot  authorize 
their  sale  in  another  jurisdiction  which  forbids  such  sale.**  Notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  it  was  held  at  an  early  date  that  an  act  of 
the  legislature  granting  &e  right  to  conduct  a  lottery  to  raise  funds 
for  a  particular  object  was  not  unlimited  as  to  time,'*  and  althouph 
there  seems  to  be  no  disf^eement  in  the  authorities  that,  if  no  rights 
had  vested  in  consequence  of  the  grant  of  a  lottery  franchise,  it  was 
open  to  repeal  by  a  subsequent  statute  of  the  legislature,**  yet  some 
of  the  earlier  cases  maintained  that  a  legislative  revocation  of  a  lot- 
tery grant  was  a  violation  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  so 
far  as  such  revocation  affected  rights  acquired  on  the  faith  of  the 
privilege  conferred  by  the  grant,  and  the  exercise  of  which  involved 
the  continuance  of  that  privilege  for  such  time  as  might  be  necessary 
for  the  full  enjoyment  of  those  rights.*'    But  it  has  been  decided 

11.  Uoense  Tax  Gases,  5  WalL  462,  16.  Mississippi  Soc,  rte.  Mua- 
18  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  675.  grove,  44  Miss.  820,  7  Am,  Rep.  723. 

12.  Note:  7  L.R.A.  601.  17-  Boyd  v.  Alabama,  94  U.  S.  645, 

13.  Lawrence  v.  Simmons,  (Ky.)  9  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  302;  State  v.  Wood- 
sy W.  163,  1  L.R.A.  172.  ""^^  89  ^nd.  110,  46  Am.  Rep.  160; 

Note*  7  L  R  A  601  Douglass  v.  Eenturky,  100  Ky.  116,  24 

U  Cohen   V    vVinia,  6  Wheat.  S^,"^' 

264,  5  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  257;  Homer  v.  ?2,™^J»yB^S  ^J,  P^SV**  — 

United  States,  147  U.  S.  449.  13  S.  Ct.  ^A^-iiL'iLf  A^J^'IS" 

409,  37  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  237;  RoBelle  v.  f^^l^pJ*  "^"^iPP^,  «  Miss.  820, 

p*  Iti  •         ,r     Thi  ^ing'  eases  make  refe«nee 

^^;t^A?;^-.^*?'^-2"P*V„-«^**®"'*^  to  anthorifieslolding  that  a  lottery 
94  N.  Y.  137,  46  Am.  R«p.  128.  grant  could  not  be  repealed  by  a  sob- 

Note:  7  L.R.A.  602.  sequent  legislature  if  rights  had  been 

15.  Phalen  v.  Virginia,  8  How.  163,  acquired  and  liabilities  incurred  upon 
12  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1030.  the  faith  of  the  privileges  thn  eon- 

Note:  7  L.R.A  601  ferred. 
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that  the  provision  of  the  federal  constitution,  declaring  that  the  states 
shall  pass  no  laws  impairing  ohligation  of  contracts,  relates  to 
"property  rights"  and  not  to  matters  "governmental/'  and  that  the 
right  to  suppress  lotteries  is  governmental  and  within  the  police 
power  which  the  legislature  cannot  bargain  away.*'  Accordingly,  it 
is  now  thoroughly  established  that  anyone  who  accepts  a  lottery  char- 
ter does  so  with  the  implied  understanding  that  the  people,  in  their 
sovereign  capacity  and  through  their  properly  constituted  agencies, 
may  resume  it  at  any  time  when  the  pubUc  good  shall  require,  whether 
it  be  paid  for  or  not.  All  that  one  can- get  by  such  a  charter  is  a 
suspension  of  certain  gov^mental  rights  in  his  favor,  subject  to 
withdrawal  at  will.  He  has  in  legal  effect  nothing  more  tiian  a 
license  to  enjoy  the  privilege  on  the  terms  nfuned  for  the  specified 
time,  unless  it  be  sooner  abrogated  by  the  sovereign  power  of  the 
state.  It  is  a  permit,  good  as  against  existing  laws,  but  subject  to 
future  legislative  and  constitutionsd  control  or  withdrawal.'*  Further- 
more, no  right  acquired  during  the  life  of  a  lottery  grant,  on  the 
faith  of  or  by  agreement  with  the  grantee  of  such  grant,  can  be 
exercised  after  the  revocation  of  such  grant  and  the  forbidding  of 
tiie  lottery,  if  its  exercise  involves  a  continuance  of  the  lottery  as 
originally  authorized.**'  Where,  however,  the  grant  of  a  lottery  cliar- 
ter  was  contained  in  the  constitution  of  a  state,  such  authorization 
to  maintain  a  lottery  might  be  exercised  although  the  general  laws 
of  the  state  prohibited  lotteries;  >  and  the  legislature  could  not  con- 
travene such  grant,  although  no  rights  of  contract  were  or  could 
be  vested  under  such  constitutional  provision  which  a  subsequent 
constitution  might  not  destroy  without  impairing  the  obligation  of 
a  contract  within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States.' 

5.  Promotion  and  Conduct  of  Lotteries. — Among  the  several  classes 

of  statutes  in  prohibition  of  lotteries  will  be  found  those  which,  in 
substance,  make  it  a  criminal  offense  to  promote  or  conduct  a  lot- 

18.  Stone  v.  Mississippi,  101  U.  S.  Rep.  367;  Bass  v.  Nashnlle,  Meigs 
814,  26  U.  S.  fL.  ed.)  1079.  See  mipra,  (Tenn.)  421,  33  Am.  Dec.  154. 

par.  3.  See  also  Constitutional  Law,  Note:  7  L.R.A.  601. 

vol.  6,  pp.  207,  347.  20.  Douglas  v.  Kentucky,  168  U.  S. 

19.  Stone  v.  Mississippi,  101  U.  S.  488,  18  S.  Ct.  199,  42  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
814,  26  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1079;  Walla  553;  Douglass  v.  Kentucky,  100  Ky. 
Walla  V.  Walla  Walla  Water  Co.,  172  116,  24  S.  W.  233,  66  A.  S.  R.  328 
U.  S.  1, 19  S.  Ct.  77,  43  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  and  note. 

341;  Lottery  Case,  188  U.  S.  321,  23  1.  Note:  7  L.R.A.  601. 

S.  Ct.  321, 47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  492;  SUte  2.  New  Orleans  v.  Houston,  119  V. 

V.  Woodward,  89  Ind.  UO,  46  Am.  S.  265,  7  S.  Ct.  198,  30  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

Rep.  160:  Douglass  v.  Kentucky,  100  411;  Douglas  v.  Kentucky,  168  U.  S. 

Ky.  116,  24  S.  W.  233,  66  A.  S.  R.  328  488,  18  S.  Ct  199,  42  U.  S.  (U  ed.) 

and  note,  affirmed  by  168  U.  8.  488, 18  563. 

S.  Ct.  199,  42  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  653;  Note:  66  A.  8.  R.  331 

Moore  v.  State,  48  Miss.  147,  12  Am. 
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tery,  gift  eDterprise  or  similar  scheme.'  In  some  of  the  earlier  stat- 
utes, the  offense  thereby  created  was  coDfined  to  the  setting  up  or 
carrying  on  of  a  lottery  without  legislative  authority.*  Sometimes 
such  statutes  forbid  in .  express  terms  the  conduct  of  lotteries  for 
money,*  and  the  disposition  of  any  property,  real  or  personal,  by 
way  of  lottery  or  gift  enterprise.*  It  has,  moreover,  been  held  that 
a  municipal  ordinance,  in  the  exercise  of  the  police  power,  may 
make  it  imlawful  for  anyone  to  keep  a  "lottery  oflBce." '  Lotteries 
are  also  declared  to  be  nuisances  by  some  statutes.^ 

6.  Sale  of  Lottery  Tickets. — Closely  connected  with  the  promotion 
and  conduct  of  lotteries  is  the  sale  of  lottery  tickets,  which  is  like- 
wise specially  forbidden  under  penalty  in  most  jurisdictions,*  Uie 

.  3.  Boyd  T.  Alabama,  04  U.  S.  645,  5.  Waite  v.  Press  Pah.  Aas'a,  156 

24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  302;  Waite  v.  Press  Fed.  58,  85  C.  C.  A.  576,  12  Ann. 

Pub.  Aas'n,  155  Fed.  58,  85  C.  C.  A.  Cas.  319,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  609;  Bran- 

576,  12  Ann.  Cas.  319,  11  L.R.A.  ham  v.  Stallings,  21  Colo.  211,  40  Pac 

(N.S.)  609;  State  v.  Shugart,  138  Ala.  396,  52  A.  S.  R.  213;  Meyer  v.  State, 

86,  35  So.  28,  100  A.  S.  R.  17;  Burks  112  Ga.  20,  37  S.  E.  96,  81  A.  S.  R. 

V.  Harris,  91  Ark.  205,  120  S,  W.  979,  17,  51  L.R.A.  496;  RosseU  v.  Bqoi- 

134  A.  S.  R.  67,  18  Ann.  Cas.  566,  23  table  Loan,  etc.,  Co.,  129  Ga.  154,  68 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  626;  Branham  v.  StaU-  S.  E.  881,  12  Ann.  Cas.  129;  Peonla 

ings,  21  Colo.  2U,  40  Pac.  396,  52  A.  v.  Elliott,  74  Mich.  264,  41  N.  W.  916, 

S.  R.  213;  Meyer  v.  State,  112  Ga.  20,  16  A.  S.  R.  640,  3  L.R.A.  403;  People 

37  S.  E.  96,  81  A.  S.  R.  17,  51  L.R.A.  v.  McPhee,  139  Mich.  687,  103  N.  W. 

496;  Russell  t.  EquiUble  Loan,  etc.,  174,  6  Ann.  Cas.  835,  69  L.R.A.  505; 

Co.,  129  Ga.  154,  58  S.  E.  881, 12  Ann.  State  v.  Shorto,  32  N.  J.  L.  398,  90 

Cas.  129;  State  v.  Woodward,  89  Ind.  Am.  Dec.  668. 

110,  46  Am,  Rep.  160;  Commonwealth  6.  Waite  v.  Press  Publishing  Asso- 

V.  Jenkins,  159  Ky.  80,  166  S.  W.  794,  ciation,  155  Fed.  58,  85  C.  C.  A.  576, 

Ann.  Cas.  1915B  170;  People  v.  Elli-  12  Ann.  Cas.  319,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

ott,  74  Mich.  264,  41  N.  W.  916,  16  609;  Branham  v.  Stallings,  21  Colo. 

A.  S.  R.  640,  3  L.R.A.  403;  People  v.  211,  40  Pac.  396,  52  A.  S.  R.  213; 

MoPhee,  139  Mich.  687,  103  N.  W.  People  v.  McPhee,  139  Mich.  687,  103 

174,  5  Ann.  Cas.  835,  69  L.R.A.  505;  N.  W.  174,  5  Ann.  Cas.  835,  69  L.R.A. 

State  V.  Clarke,  33  N.  H.  329,  66  Am.  505;  State  v.  Clarke,  33  N.  H.  329,  66 

Dee.  723 ;  State  t.  Moore,  63  N.  H.  9,  Am.  Dec.  723 ;  State  v.  Short?,  32  N. 

56  Am.  Rep.  478;  State  v.  Shorts,  32  J.  L.  398,  90  Am.  Dec.  668;  State  v. 

N.  J.  L.  398,  90  Am.  Dec.  668;  State  Lipkin,  169  N.  C.  265,  84  8.  E.  340, 

V.  Lipkin,  169  N.  C.  265,  84  S.  E.  340,  L.R.A.1915F  1018;  Holoman  v.  State, 

L.R.A.1915F  1018;  Stevens  v.  Cincin-  2  Tex.  App.  610,  28  Am.  Rep.  439. 

nati  Times-Star  Co.,  72  Ohio  St.  112,  7.  Note:  78  A.  S.  R.  256. 

73  N.  E.  1058,  106  A.  S.  R.  586;  Sei-  8.  Roby  v.  West,  4  N.  H.  285,  17 

denbeoder  v.  Charles,  4  Serg.  &  R.  Am.  Dec.  423;  State  v.  Shorts,  32  N. 

(Pa.)  151,  8  Am.  Dee.  682;  Holoman  J.  L.  398,  90  Am.  Dec.  668;  Seiden- 

V.  State,  2  Tex.  App.  610,  28  Am.  bender  v.  Charles,  4  Serg.  &  R.  (Pa.) 

Rep.  439.  151,  8  Am.  Dec.  682. 

4.  Boyd  T.  Alabama,  94  U.  S.  645,  Notes:  3  LRO..  403;  16  L.R.A. 

24  U.  S.  (L  ed.)  302;  WiUis  v.  Young  (N.S.)  571. 

[1907]  1  K.  B.  448,  76  L  J.  K.  B.  See  also  Ndisances. 

390,  71  J.  P.  6,  96  L.  T.  N.  S.  155,  23  9.  Phalen  v.  Virginia,  8  How.  163, 

Times  L.  Rep.  23,  3  Britisti  Rol.  Cas.  12  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1030;  Martin  v. 

976.  Hodge,  47  Ark.  378,  68  Am.  Bep.  763; 
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prohilntaon  thereof  being  sometimes  made  by  municipal  ordinance.^* 
In  some  instances,  the  prohibition  is  expressly  directed  against  tickets 
in  all  lotteries,  no  matter  where  operated,  and  including  those  that 
may  be  authorized  by  the  law  of  another  jurisdiction.^'  Following 
the  early  English  statutes,  our  statutes  for  the  most  part  declare  lot- 
teries common  nuisances  and  "against  the  law,"  and  provide  for  the 
punishment  of  the  promoters  and  of  those  selling  lottery  tickets,  but 
do  not,  as  a  rule,  impose  any  penalty  on  those  purchasing  tickets.'* 
In  fact,  in  some  states  statutes  have  been  passed  allowing  a  recovery 
of  money  expended  for  lottery  tickets,  together  with  exemplary  dam- 
ages; ^*  and  it  has  been  held  that  the  buyer  of  a  lottery  ticket  is  not 
an  accomplice  of  the  seller,'*  and  that  the  receiving  of  a  prize  drawn 
in  a  lottery,  if  it  is  voluntarily  paid,  is  not  prohibited.'*  But,  in 
some  jurisdictions,  the  purchaser  as  well  as  the  vendor  of  lottery 
tickets  is  penalized  by  statute.'*  The  keeping  of  a  house,  office,  or 
other  place  for  the  purpose  of  selling  lottery  tickets  has  been  made 
an  ofiFense  in  some  jurisdictions,'^  the  enactm^ts,  in  some  instances, 

BqAs  v.  Harris,  91  Ark.  205,  120  8.  1110,  8  So.  298,  21  A.  S.  R.  413,  10 

W.  979,  134  A.  S.  R.  67,  18  Ann.  Cas.  XaR^A.  60;  Ex  parte  Kameta,  36  Ore. 

566,  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  626;  Ex  parte  251,  60  Pac.  394,  78  A.  S.  R.  775; 

Shobert,  70  Cal.  632,  11  Pac.  786,  59  Portland  v.  Yjck,  44  Ore.  439,  75  Pac 

Am.  Rep.  432;  In  re  Wong  Hane,  108  706,  102  A.  S.  R.  633. 

Cal.  680,  41  Pac.  693,  49  A.  S.  R.  138;  Note:  78  A.  S.  R.  256. 

Ex  parte  McCIain,  134  Cal.  110,  66  11.  Russell  v.  Equitable  Loan,  etc., 

Pac.  69,  86  A.  S.  R.  243,  64  L.R.A.  Co.,  129  Oa.  154,  68  S.  E.  881,  12 

779;  Russell  v.  Equitable  Loan,  etc.,  Ann.  Cas.  129;  Ballock  v.  State,  73 

Co.,  129  Ga.  164,  58  S.  E.  881, 12  Ann.  Md.  1,  20  Atl.  184,  26  A.  S.  R.  559,  8 

Cas.  129;  State  v.  Woodward,  89  Ind.  L.R.A.  671. 

110,  46  Am.  Rep.  160;  Ballock  v.  12.  Note:  16  LJl.A.(N.S.)  671. 

State,  73  Md.  1,  20  Atl.  184,  26  A.  8.  13.  Wilkinson  v.  Gill,  74  N.  Y.  63, 

R.  559,  8  L.R.A.  671;  Ford  v.  SUte,  30  Am.  Rep.  264;  Kohn  v.  Koehler,  96 

85  Md.  465,  37  AU.  172,  60  A.  S.  R.  N.  Y.  362,  48  Am.  Rep.  628. 

337,  41  L.R.A.  551;  State  v.  Mom-  Note:  16  L:E.A.(N,S.)  573. 

ford,  73  Mo.  647,  39  Am.  Rep.  532;  14.  Notes:  7  L.RJL  603  ;  26  L.R.A. 

Roselle  v.  Farmers'  Bank,  141  Mo.  36,  345. 

39  S.  W.  274,  64  A.  S.  R.  501;  Beck-  16.  Note:  7  L.R.A.  600. 

er  V.  Wilcox,  81  Neb.  476,  116  N.  W.  16.  Rountree  v.  Ingle,  94  8.  C.  231, 

160,  129  A.  S.  R.  690, 16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  77  S.  E.  931,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  1002, 

571;  Roby  v.  West,  4  N.  H.  285,  17  46  L.R.A.(N.S.)   776;   CardweU  v. 

Am.  Dec.  423;  State  v.  Moore,  63  N.  Kelly,  95  Va.  570,  28  S.  E.  953,  40 

H.  9,  56  Am.  Rep.  478;  People  v.  Pal-  L.R.A.  240.    See  also  infra,  par.  7. 

Ion,  152  N.  Y.  12,  46  N.  B.  296,  57  A.  17,  State  v.  Voes,  49  La.  Ann.  444, 

S.  R.  492,  37  L.R.A.  227;  Stevens  v.  21  So.  596,  62  A.  S.  R.  653;  BaUook 

Cincinnati  Times-Star  Co.,  72  Obio  t.  State,  73  Md.  1,  20  Atl.  184,  25  A. 

St.  112,  73  N.  E.  1058,  106  A.  S.  R.  S.  R.  559,  8  L.R.A.  671;  Ford  v. 

586;  Rountree  v.  Ingle,  94  S,  C.  231,  State,  86  Md.  465,  37  Atl.  172.  60  A. 

77  8.  E.  931,  45  L.R.A.(N.S.)  776,  S.  B.  337,  41  L.R.A.  551;  People  v. 

Ann.  Cas.  1915A  1002;  C&rdwdl  t.  MePhee,  139  Mich.  687,  103  N.  W. 

Kelly,  95  Va.  670,  28  S.  E.  953,  40  174,  69  L.R.A.  605,  5  Ann.  Caa.  835; 

L.R.A.  240.  People  v.  Adams,  176  N.  Y.  351,  68 

10.  State  T.  Boneil,  42  La.  Ann.  N.  E.  636,  98  A.  S.  R.  676,  63  L.R.A. 
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having  been  made  to  induda  the  owdot  of  the  house  or  other  place 
who  permits  it  to  be  used  for  such  purpose,'^  and  even  the  agent, 
superintendent,  janitor,  or  caretaker  who  has  knowledge  that  the 
premises  are  so  used;''  but  it  has  been  ruled  that,  although  the 
keeping  of  a  common  gaming  house  was  indictable  at  common  law, 
yet  the  keeping  of  a  house  or  room  for  the  sale  of  tickets  in  unauthor- 
ized lotteries  is  indictable  neither  at  common  law  nor  under  a  statute 
forbidding  the  keeping  of  an  office  or  other  place  for  registering  tickets 
in  an  unauthorized  lottery." 

7.  Having  Lottery  Tickets  in  Possession. — ^In  order  to  further  the 
suppression  of  lotteries,  municipal  ordinances  have  been  passed  in 
some  jurisdictions  making  it  an  offense  for  a  person  to  have  in  his 
possession,  unless  it  be  shown  that  such  poss^ion  is  innocent  or  for 
a  lawful  purpose,  any  lottery  ticket,  or  any  ticket,  c^iicate,  paper 
or  instrument  purporting  or  representing,  or  understood  to  be  or  to 
represent,  any  tickets,  chance,  share,  or  interest  in  or  dependent  upon 
the  event  of  any  lottery,  or  any  tool,  instrument,  stamps,  or  device  used 
or  intended  to  be  used  in  or  for  contriving,  preparing,  making,  writ- 
ing, printing,  stamping,  or  getting  ready  for  sale  or  distribution  any 
lottery  ticket  or  tickets.^  Although  ordinances  of  this  kind  have  been 
declared  unconstitutional  and  void  on  the  ground  that  they  attempt 
to  impose  on  the  accused  the  burden  of  proving  his  innocence,'  yet 
such  an  ordinance  has  also  been  upheld,'  as  well  as  an  ordinance 
providing  that  it  shall  not  be  necessary  to  prove  the  actual  sale  of 
lottery  tickets  in  any  space,  house,  office,  or  premises,  but  any  sign, 
tickets,  sheets,  bulletins  or  other  device  used  to  indicate  that  tickets 
are  kept  for  sale,  or  to  give  information  as  to  the  result  of  any  draw- 
ing or  pretended  drawing  shall  be  taken  and  accepted  as  a  sufficient 
proof  of  the  keeping  of  a  lottery  office  or  shop.*  So  also,  it  has 
been  decided  that  a  statute  is  constitutional  which  makes  it  criminal 
for  a  person  to  have  in  his  possession  any  book,  list,  slip,  or  record 


406,  affirmed  by  192  U.  S.  585,  24  S.  T.)  101,  45  Am.  Dee.  449. 
Ct.  372,  48  n.  S.  (L.  ed.)  676;  Port-     1.  In  re  Wong  Hane,  108  Cal.  680, 
land  V.  Tick,  44  On.  439,  76  Pae.  706,  41  Pac.  693,  40  A.  S.  R.  138;  Ex  parte 
102  A.  S.  R.  633.  McCIain,  134  Cal.  HO,  66  Pao.  69,  86 

18.  Ballock  v.  State,  73  Ud.  1,  20  A.  S.  R.  243,  54  L.R.A.  779;  Ex  parte 
Atl.  184,  25  A.  S.  R.  559,  8  L.R.A.  Eameta,  36  Ore.  251,  60  Pae.  394,  78 
671;  Ford  v.  State,  85  Md.  465,  37  A.  S.  R.  775. 

Atl.  172,  60  A.  S;  R.  337,  41  L.R.A.  2.  In  re  Wang  Hane,  108  Cal.  680. 
551;  People  v.  Adams,  176  N.  T.  351,  141  Pae.  693,  49  A.  S.  R.  138  and 
68  N.  E.  636,  98  A.  S.  R.  675,  63  note;  Ex  parte  Eameta,  36  Ore.  251, 
L.R.A.  406,  affirmed  by  192  U.  S,  585,  60  Pac.  394,  78  A.  S.  R.  775  and  note. 
24  S.  Ct.  372,  48  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  575.       3.  Ex  parte  McCIain,  134  Cal.  110, 

19.  People  V.  Adams,  176  N.  Y.  351,  66  Pac.  69,  86  A.  S.  R.  243  and  note, 
68  N.  E.  638,  98  A.  S.  R.  675,  63  54  L.R.A.  779  and  note. 

L.R.A.  406,  affirmed  by  192  U.  S.  585,  4.  State  v.  ■Vobb,  49  La.  Ann.  444. 
24  S.  Ct.  372,  48  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  57.1.    21  So.  596,  62  A.  S.  R.  653  and  note. 

20.  People  t.  Jaekson,  3  Denio  (N.     Kote :  78  A.  S.  R.  256. 
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of  the  numbers  drawn  in  any  lottery,  or  any  book,  list,  slip,  or  record 
of  any  lottery  tidcet  or  anything  in  the  nature  thereof,  or  of  any 
money  received  or  to  be  received  from  or  for  the  sale  of  any  such 
lottery  ticket,  or  thing  in  the  nature  thereof,  with  a  proviso  that 
the  statute  shall  not  apply  to  any  person  who  may  have  possession 
of  any  of  the  articles  thermn  mentioned  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
or  furnishing  evidence  of  violations  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  the 
laws  relating  to  lotteries.  In  construing  this  statute,  the  court  held 
that  it  did  not  deprive  the  accused  of  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  nor 
of  his  constitutional  guaranty  that  he  be  not  derived  of  his  liberty 
without  due  proce^  of  law;  that  he  had  the  perfect  right  to  prove 
either  that  the  articles  charged  in  the  indictment  were  not  found  in 
his  possession  or  that  those  found  were  not  such  as  the  law  prohibited 
him  from  having,  that  being  the  issue  made  by  the  statute;  and  that 
it  did  not  deprive  him  of  the  presumption  of  innocence  to  which  he 
was  entitled,  but  did  make  it  a  crime  for  him  to  have  in  his  pceses- 
sion  that  which  was  of  no  lawful  use  and  which  injuriously  affected 
the  morals  and  interfered  with  the  welfare  of  the  people.*  Further- 
more, a  statute  is  constitutional,  one  section  of  which  makes  it  unlaw- 
ful for  a  person  to  have  in  his  possession  certain  papers  commonly 
used  in  connection  with  a  lottery  scheme  known  as  "policy,"  anothw 
section  providing  that  the  possession  by  any  person,  other  than  a 
public  officer,  of  such  papers  is  presumptive  evidence  of  tiie  posses- 
sion thereof  knowingly  and  in  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  first 
mentioned  section;  it  having  been  decided  that  adch  a  statute  does 
not  violate  the  constitutional  guarantee  that  no  person  shall  be  depri\  ed 
of  liberty  or  property  without  due  process  of  law;  that  the  "policy" 
papers  or  slips  ajB  property  of  an  unusual  character  and  not  likely, 
particularly  in  large  quantities,  to  be  found  in  the  possession  of 
innocent  persons;  that  like  other  gambling  paraphernalia  their  pos- 
session indicates  their  use  or  intended  use  and  may  well  raise  some 
inference  against  their  possessor  in  the  absence  of  explanation;  that 
innocent  persons  would  have  no  trouble  in  explaining  the  possession 
of  these  slips,  the  possession  of  which  is  only  prima  facie  evidence; 
and  that  it  is  within  the  established  power  of  the  state  to  prescribe 
the  evidence  which  is  to  be  received  in  the  courts  of  its  own  govern- 
ment.' It  may  be  remarked  that  statutes  and  municipal  ordinances 
which  prohibit  a  person  from  having  lottery  tickets  in  his  possession 
virtually  make  the  purchase  of  such  a  ticket  an  oifense.' 

5.  Ford  V.  State,  85  Md.  465,  37  L.R.A.  406.  See  also  CowSTmrnOKAL 
All.  172,  60  A.  S.  R.  337  and  note,  41  Law,  vol.  6,  p.  465;  BvroBNOB,  vol.  10, 
L.R.A.  551  and  note.  pp.  864-866;  Gaming,  vol.  12,  p.  743. 

6.  Adams  v.  New  York,  192  U.  S.  7.  Ex  parte  MeClain,  134  Cal.  110, 
585,  24  S.  Ct.  372,  48  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  66  Pac.  69,  86  A.  S.  R.  243,  54  L.R.A. 
575,  affirming  176  N.  Y.  351,  68  N.  779.   See  also  supra,  par.  6. 

E,  636,  98  A.  S.  B.  675  and  note,  63 
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8.  AdTertlsemeats  Relating  to  Lotteries.— In  practically  all  juris- 
dictions statutes  have  been  passed  rendering  it  an  offense  to  advertise 
in  any  manner  whatsoever  either  directly  or  indirectly  any  lotteryi 
or  the  place  or  manner  of  conducting  the  same,  or  any  offer  or  propo- 
sition to  insure  those  participating  therein  from  loss;  Eind  in  many 
instances  the  statutes  are  applicable  to  all  forms  of  advertising,  whether 
the  lottery  is  to  be  drawn  or  conducted  within  the  state  or  not.  The 
statutes  are  couched  in  varying  language  but  are  all  designed  in  effect 
to  prohibit  advertising  of  this  character.'  Accordingly,  a  signboard 
at  one's  place  of  business,  announcing  that  lottery  tickets  were  to  be 
had  therein,  was  decided  to  be  within  the  scope  of  such  a  statute;  * 
but  simply  publishing  in  a  new^aper,  as  an  item  of  news,  that  a 
certain  state  lottery  had  had,  or  would  have,  a  drawing  on  a  certain 
date  was  held  not  to  subject  the  publisher  to  the  punishment  pre- 
scribed by  statute.'**  It  has  been  held  that  statutory  prohibition  of 
advertising  with  reject  to  lotteries  is  constitutional  and  is  not  a 
restraint  on  the  liberty  of  the  press;  it  having  been  pointed  out 
that  an  act  of  the  legislature  to  prevent  the  press  from  discussing 
the  legality  or  propriety  of  lotteries,  or  from  exposing  their  exist- 
ence as  violations  of  law  and  calling  the  attention  of  the  public 
authorities  to  them,  or  from  criticising  the  acts  or  neglect  of  public 
oflicials  in  regard  to  enforcing  the  laws  against  them,  would  be  vio- 
lations of  the  constitutional  rights  and  liberties  of  the  press,  but  that 
it  is  a  very  different  thing  to  prohibit  the  publication  of  accounts 
or  notices  or  advertisements  which  are  designed  to  aid  and  assist  in 
the  promotion  of  lotteries  by  informing  persons  desirous  of  engaging 
in  such  enterprises  where  such  lotteries  are  to  be  drawn,  what  are 
the  prizes'  therdn,  what  are  the  prices  of  tickets  or  shares,  and  where 
tickets  may  be  obtained,  or  by  otherwise  aiding  and  assisting  the 
unlawful  act  of  maintaining  and  carrying  on  such  violations  of  the 
statute.^*  It  has  been  decided  to  be  a  criminal  offense  to  advertise 
a  lottery,  unlawful  where  advertised,  although  to  be  drawn  in  a  state 
where  it  is  lawful;  but,  under  the  statute  of  at  least, one  juris- 
diction, an  advertisement  has  been  declared  not  to  be  within  its 
prohibition  unless  it  indicates  where  lottery  tickets  may  be  obtained 
within  the  state.'*  The  federal  law  prohibiting  the  transmission  from 

8.  HudelsoD  v.  State,  94  Ind.  426,  9.  Note:  Axm.  Cas.  1916A  907. 

48  Am.  Rep.  171;  State  v.  Mumford,  10.  Note:  3  L.R.A.  404. 

73  Mo.  647,  39  Am.  Rep.  532;  State  11.  Notes:  16  Ann.  Cas.  8;  Ann. 

V.  Moore,  63  N.  H.  9,  56  Am.  Rep.  Cas.  1916A  907. 

478;  People  v.  Lavin,  179  N.  T.  164,  12.  Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  S, 

71  N.  E.  753,  1  Ann.  Cas.  165,  66  13;  State  v.  Moore,  63  N.  H.  »,  56 

L.R.A.   601;   Stevens  v.   Cincinnati  Am.  Rep.  478. 

Times-Star  Co.,  72  Ohio  St.  112,  73  Note :  7  L.R.A.  603. 


)H,  E.  1058, 106  A.  S.  R.  586. 
Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916 A  907. 


14.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1916A  907. 
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one  state  to  another,  by  mail  or  other  means,  of  advertiflementa  of 
lotteries  is  discussed  elsewhere.^* 

9.  Interstate  Commerce  in  Lottery  Tickets.— In  addition  to  the  sev- 
eral classes  of  statutes  and  ordinances  against  lotteries,  which  are  con- 
sidered elsewhere,'*  including  the  United  States  statutes  prohibiting 
the  use  of  the  mails  for  matter  connected  with  such  schemes,^'  is 
the  federal  law  making  it  a  criminal  offense  for  any  person  to  cause 
to  be  brought  within  t]he  United  States  from  abroad,  for  the  purpose 
of  disposing  of  the  same,  or  to  cause  to  be  carried  from  one  state  to 
another  in  the  United  States,  any  paper,  certificate,  or  instrument  pur- 
porting to  be  or  to  represent  a  ticket,  chance,  ^are,  or  interest  in 
or  dependent  upon  the  event  of  a  lottery,  so-called  gift  concert,  or 
similar  enterprise,  offering  prizes  dependent  upon  lot  or  chance,  or 
any  advertisement  of  such  lottery,  so-called  gift  concert,  or  similar 
enterprise.  And  it  will  appear  on  examination  of  the  act  in  question 
that  it  forbids  also  the  use  of  the  mails  for  such  lottery  purposes.'* 
In  construing  this  law,  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  pointed 
out  that  it  was  intended  to  supplement  the  provisions  of  prior  acts, 
excluding  lottery  tickets  from  tiie  mails,  and  prohibiting  the  importa- 
tion of  lottery  matter  from  abroad,  and  to  prohibit  the  act  of  causing 
lottery  tickets  to  be  carried,  and  lottery  tickets  and  lottery  advertise- 
ments to  be  transferred  from  one  state  to  another  by  any  means  or 
method.  And  the  court  decided  that  lottery  tickets  are  subjects  of 
traffic  among  those  who  choose  to  sell  or  buy  them ;  that  the  carriage 
of  such  tickets  by  independent  carriers  from  one  state  to  another  is 
therefore  interstate  commerce;  that  under  its  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce among  the  several  states  Congress — subject  to  the  limitations 
imposed  by  the  constitution  upon  the  exercise  of  the  powers  granted 
— has  plenary  authority  over  such  commerce,  and  may  prohibit  the 
carriage  of  such  tickets  from  state  to  state;  and  that  legislation  to 
that  end,  and  of  that  character,  is  not  inconabtent  with  any  limita- 
tion or  restriction  imposed  upon  the  exercise  of  the  powers  granted 
to  Congress.**  This  act  of  Congress  refers,  however,  only  to  a  paper, 
certificate,  or  instrument  depending  on  a  lottery  the  drawing  of  which 
has  not  taken  place,  and  accordingly  a  paper  which  contains  noth- 
ing but  figures  relating  to  a  drawing  already  completed  is  not  within 
its  scope.*"   Moreover,  it  was  held  that  "policy"  slips,  written  by  a 

16.  See  Post  Omci.  See  also  in-  375,  23  S.  Ct  334,  47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
fra,  par.  9.  608. 


18.  France  v.  United  States,  164  U.  also  Couuerce,  vol.  5,  pp.  698-699. 
S.  676, 17  S.  Ct.  219,  41  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)      20.  France  v.  United  States,  164  U. 
595;  Lottery  Case,  188  U.  S.  321,  23  S.  676, 17  S.  Ct  219,  41  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
S.  Ct.  321,  47  U.  S,  (L.  ed.)  492;  596. 
Francis  v.  United  States,  188  U.  S. 
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17,  See  Post  Ofpicb. 


19.  Lottezy  Case,  188  U.  S.  321,  23 
S.  Ct.  321,  47  V.  S.  (L..ed.)  492.  See 
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customer  to  indicate  his  choice  of  numbers  and  delivered  by  him 
to  an  agent  of  the  "policy"  game  to  be  forwarded  by  the  latter  to 
headquarters  in  another  state,  did  not  come  within  the  provisions  of 
such  statute,  because  these  slips  were  not  papers  purporting  to  be  or  to 
represent  a  ticket  or  interest  in  a  lottery,  and  no  more  represented 
the  purchaser's  chances  than  the  stubs  in  a  check  book  represent 
the  sums  coming  to  the  payees  of  the  checks.^  In  connection  with 
this  subject,  it  may  be  remarked  that  a  state,  without  legislation  by 
Congress,  probably  has  the  power  to  make  it  an  offense  for  a  person 
to  bring  lottery  tickets  into  the  state,*  and  at  least  one  instance  will 
be  found  of  a  state  law  containing  a  provision  of  this  charactw.* 


III.  What  Constitutes  a  Lottery 

10.  Essential  Elements. — ^The  three  essential  elements  of  a  lot- 
tery are:  first,  ronsideration ;  second,  prize;  and  third,  chance.'  To 
msJce  a  lottery,  these  three  elements  or  ingredients  must  be  present; 
chance  alone  will  not  do  so,  nor  will  chance  even  when  coupled  with 
consideration  alone.*  In  regard  to  the  element  of  consideration, 
it  has  been  said  that  the  species  of  lottery  which  is  intraded  to  be 
prohibited  as  criminal  by  the  various  laws  of  this  country  embraces 
only  schemes  in  which  a  valuable  consideration  of  some  kind  is  paid, 
directly  or  indirectly,  for  the  chance  to  draw  a  prize;  and  that  the 
gratuitous  distribution  of  property  by  lot  or  chance,  if  not  resorted 
to  as  a  device  to  evade  the  law,  and  if  no  consideration  is  derived 
directly  or  indirectly  from  the  party  receiving  the  chance,  does  not 
constitute  a  lotterj'.'  But  what  may  appear  on  its  face  to  be  a  gratui- 
tous distribution  of  property  or  money  has  frequently  been  d^ared 
to  be  merely  a  device  to  evade  the  law,*  a  notable  example  of  such 

1.  Francis  v.  United  States,  188  IT.  Home  Co.,  66  Neb.  349,  92  N.  W.  763, 
S.  375,  23  S.  Ct.  334,  47  U.  S.  (L.  103  A.  S.  R.  706  and  note,  1  Ann.  Cas. 
ed.)  508.  88  and  note,  60  L.R.A.  448;  Winston 

2.  Ballock  V.  State,  73  Md.  1,  20  v.  Beeson,  135  N.  C.  271,  47  S.  B.  457, 
Atl.  184,  25  A.  S.  R.  559,  8  L.R.A.  65  L.R.A.  167. 

671;  Roselle  v.  Farmers'  Bank,  141  5.  Equitable  Loan,  etc.,  Co.  v.  War- 
Mo.  36,  39  S.  W.  274,  64  A.  S.  R.  501  ing,  117  Ga.  599,  44  S.  E.  320,  97  A. 
and  note.  See  Commerce,  vol.  5,  pp.  S.  R.  177,  62  L.R.A.  93;  Russell  v. 
702-704,  787.  Rquitnble  Loan,  etc.,  Co.,  129  Ga.  164, 

3.  Ford  V.  State,  85  Md.  465,  37  58  S.  E.  881,  12  Ann.  Cas.  129. 

Atl.  172,  60  A.  S.  E.  337,  41  L.B.A.     6.  Yellow-Stone  Kit  v.  State,  88 

551.  Ala.  196,  7  So.  338,  16  A.  S.  B.  38 

4.  Eastman     t.     Armstrong-Byrd  and  note,  7  L.R.A.  599  and  note; 
Music  Co.,  212  Fed.  662,  129  C.  C.  A.  Cross  v.  People,  18  Colo.  321,  32  Pac. 
198,  52  L.R.A.(N.S.)  108;  Equitable  821,  36  A.  S.  R.  292  and  note. 
Loan,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Waring,  117  Ga.  599,      Notes:  10  L.R.A.  60;  3  British  BuL 
44  S.  E.  320,  97  A.  S.  R.  177,  62  Cas.  984. 

L.R.A.  93;  Russell  v.  Equitable  Loan,     7.  Davenport  t.  Ottawa,  54  Kan. 

etc.,  Co.,  129  Ga.  154,  58  S.  E.  881, 12  711,  39  Pac.  708,  45  A.  S.  B.  303;  State 

Ann.  Cas.  129;  State  v.  Nebraska  v.  Mumford,  73  Mo.  647,  39  Am.  Bep. 

1222 


Digitized  by  Google 


17  E.  a  L. 


LOTTERIES 


a  device^  which  was  held  to  be  a  lottery,  being  the  gratuitous  .dis- 
tribution by  newspaper  proprietors  of  medals  bearing  certain  numbers, 
which  presented  possibility  of  obtaining  a  prize  without  the  actual 
purchase  of  a  chance.^  As  for  the  element  of  prize,  it  is  not  the 
mere  value  of  the  thing  to  be  obtained  that  mcDces  it  a  prize,  but 
chance  is  a  condition  precedent  to  the  existence  of  prize.  Thus,  a 
stipulation  to  furnish  an  article,  however  valuable,  would  not  impress 
it  with  the  character  of  prize,  because  the  transaction  would  be  merely 
contractual;  but  the  same  article,  not  obtained  by  stipulation,  but 
through  some  scheme  of  mere  chance,  founded  on  consideration, 
would  be  impressed  with  th^  character  of  prize.*  Furthermore,  as 
applied  to  a  lottery  scheme,  a  prize  may  be  anything  of  value  offered 
as  an  inducement  to  participate  in  such  a  scheme;  it  may  be  any 
inequality  in  value  resulting  from  chance  in  the  distribution  of  money 
paid  back  to  the  contributors  thereto;  and,  to  constitute  a  prize,  this 
inequality  need  not  necessarily  be  groat,  but  the  element  of  prize  may 
exist  in  a  scheme  so  arranged  as  to  return  to  each  participant  some- 
t  thing  of  value,  or  even  an  equivalent,  for  all  that  he  pays  in.**  So, 
the  fact  that  there  can  be  no  loss  to  the  participants  in  a  scheme  does 
not  prevent  it  from  being  a  lottery,  when  there  may  be  contingent 
gains.^*  Chance,  as  one  of  the  elements  of  a  lottery,  has  reference 
to  the  attempt  to  attain  certain  ends,  not  by  skill  or  any  known  or 
fixed  rules,  but  by  the  happening  of  a  subsequent  event,  incapable 
of  ascertainment  or  iwcomplishment  by  means  of  human  foresight 
or  ingenuity ;  cmd,  as  has  been  observed,  it  is  essential  in  order 
to  give  to  any  scheme  the  character  of  a  lottery.**  In  the  United 
States,  however,  by  what  appears  to  be  the  weight  of  authority  at 
the  present  day,  it  is  not  necessary  that  this  element  of  chance  should 

632;  State  v.  Osrka,  33  N.  H.  329,  66  671;  People  v.  MePhee,  130  Mich.  687, 

Am.  Dee.  723  and  note;  State  v.  103  N.  W.  174,  6  Ann.  Gas.  835,  69 

Shorts,  32  N.  J.  L.  398,  90  Am.  Dee.  LJl.A.  SOS. 

668;  Willis  v.  Young  [1907]  1  K.  B.     12.  Russell  r.  Eqnitable  Loan,  etc., 

448,  76  L.  J.  K.  B.  N.  S.  390,  71  J.  Co.,  139  Oa.  IM,  68  S.  E.  881,  12 

P.  6,  96  K  T.  N.  S.  156,  23  Times  L.  Ann.  Gas.  129. 

Rep.  23,  3  British  Rul.  Gas.  976  and     IS*  Eastman    t.  Armatrong^Byrd 

note.  Mnsio  Co.,  212  Fed.  662,  129  C.  C.  A. 

8.  Willis     Toung,  [1907]  1  K.  B.  198,  52  L.RA.(N.S.)  108;  Ruasdl 
448,  76  L.  J.  K.  B.  N.  S.  300,  71  J.  Equitable  Loan,  ete.,  Co.,  120  Cb.  164, 
P.  6,  96  L.  T.  N.  S.  156,  23  Times  L.  58  S.  E.  881,  12  Ann.  Cas.  120  and 
Rep.  23,  3  British  RnL  Gas.  976  and  note;  Com.  v.  Jenkins,  169  Ky.  80, 166 
note.  S.  W.  794,  Ann.  Gas.  1916B  170  and 

9.  Russell  V.  Equitable  Loan,  etc.,  note;  State  v.  Shorts,  32  N.  J.  L.  398, 
Co.,  129  Oa.  154,  58  S.  E.  881,  12  90  Am.  Dec.  668;  People  t.  GKUson,  109 
Ann.  Cas.  129.  N.  Y.  389.  17  N.  E.  343,  4  A.  S.  R. 

10.  Fitzsimmons  t.  United  States,  465;  People  v.  Lavin,  179  N.  T.  164, 
156  Fed.  477,  84  C.  C.  A.  287,  13  71  N.  E.  753,  1  Ann.  Cas.  166,  66 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  1095.  L.RA.  601;  State  t.  Lipkin,  169  N. 

11.  Ballook  V.  State,  73  Hd.  1,  20  C.  265,  84  8.  E.  340,  L.RA.1916F 
Atl.  184,  26  A.  6.  R.  559,  8  LJt.A  1018. 
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be  pure  chance,  but  it  may  be  accompanied  by  an  element  of  calcu- 
lation or  even  of  certainty.^* 

11.  Division  of  Land  by  Chance. — common  scheme  for  the  divi- 
sion of  land  by  chance,  which  constitutes  a  lottery,  is  to  cut  a  {)lot 
of  land. into  several  parcels  of  uniform  size  but  of  unequal  value, 
and  to  have  each  purchasor  of  a  parcel  pay  a  uniform  price  and 
select  his  parcel  by  lot.^*  A  distinction  is  made,  however,  between 
a  distribution  of  parcels  of  land  of  unequal  value  and  a  distribution 
of  parcels  of  equal  value,  because  in  the  latter  case  the  element  of 
chance  is  absent;  and  it  was  accordiiigly  held  that  a  partition  into 
parts  as  nearly  equal  as  possible,  or  property  owned  by  joint  owners, 
might  be  made  and  a  determination  had  by  lot  as  to  which  part 
should  go  to  each  joint  owner,  severally,  without  constituting  a 
lottery.**  But,  for  example,  it  is  very  clearly  a  lottery  for  persons 
to  associate  themselves  together  into  an  orgafaization  or  club  und^ 
an  agreement  that  each  shall  pay  a  certain  sum  every  week;  that 
drawings  for  town  lots  shall  be  had  once  a  week,  at  wMch  drawings 
one  of  the  members  is  to  receive  a  lot ;  and  that  such  drawings  shall 
be  continued  for  a  certain  number  of  weeks.*'  And  another  scheme 
sometimes  adopted  in  disposing  of  parcels  of  land,  which  is  unques- 
tionably a  lottery,  is  for  the  owner  of  the  land  to  set  aside  one  or 
more  parcels  to  be  drawn  for  by  the  purchasers  of  the  other  parcels, 
by  virtue  merely  of  their  purchase,  and  without  additional  expense.** 
Assuming,  however,  that  the  scheme  by  which  parcels  of  land  are 
distributed  by  chance  constitutes  a  lottery,  only  those  participating 
in  the  scheme  can  be  considered  parties  thereto;  and  so  it  follows 
that  where  an  owner  of  land  sells  the  same  to  several  persona,  and 

14.  Homer  v.  United  States,  147  31  L.R.A.  835;  Emshwiler  v.  Tyner, 

U.  8.  449,  13  S.  Ct.  409,  37"U.  S.  (L.  21  Ind.  App.  347,  52  N.  E.  469,  69 

ed.)  237;  Public  Clearing  House  v.  A.  S.  R.  360  and  note;  Seidenbender 

Coyne,  194  U.  S.  497,  24  S.  Ct  789,  v.  Charles,  4  Serg.  ft  E.  (Pa.)  161,  8 

48  n.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1092;  Waite  t.  Press  Am.  Dec.  682. 

Pub.  ABs'n,  155  Fed.  58,  85  C.  C.  A  Notes:  16  A.  S.  R.  43,  45  ;  27  L.B.A. 

576,  12  Ann.  Caa.  319  and  note,  11  (N.S.)  287  ;  52  L.R.A.(N.S.)  109.  . 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  609  and  note;  Stevens  16.  Burks  v.  Harris,  91  Ark.  205, 

V.  Cinoinnati  Times-Star  Co.,  72  Ohio  120  S.  W.  979,  134  A.  S.  R.  67,  18 

St.  112,  73  N.  E.  1068,  106  A.  8.  R.  Ann.  Cas.  566  and  note,  23  L.R.A. 

586  and  note.  (N.S.)  626  and  note. 

Notes:  103  A.  S.  R.  7U  et  aeq.;  1  17.  Branham  v.  Stallings,  21  Colo. 

Ann.  Cas.  91.  211,  40  Pac.  396,  52  A.  S.  R.  213  and 

See  also  infra,  par.  12.  note. 

16.  Burks  V.  Harris,  91  Aik.  205,  Note:  23  LRA..(N.S.)  «26,  627. 

126  S.  W.  979,  134  A.  S.  B.  67  and  18.  WhiUey  v.  MeConnell,  133  Ga. 

note,  18  Ann.  Cas.  566  and  note,  23  738,  66  S.  K.  933,  134  A.  S.  R.  223, 

L.R.A.(N.8.)  626  and  note;  Glenn-  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  287. 

ville  Invest.  Co.  v.  Grace,  134  Ga.  572,  Notes:  16  A.  S.  R.  45;  134  A.  S.  B. 

68  S.  E.  301,  29  L.R.A.(N.S.)  758  ;  72,  73  ;  7  LJEI.A.  600;  18  Ann.  Caa. 

Lynch  v.  Rosenthal,  144  Ind.  86,  42  568,  569. 
N.  E.  1103,  55  A.  S.  R.  168  and  note, 
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these  persons  subsequently  aiqfKKrtion  the  laud  among  themselves 
according  to  a  method  of  their  own  selection,  the  owner  ia  entitled 
to  recover  the  agreed  price  of  the  land,  notwithstanding  that  the 
vendees  cut  up  &e  land  into  parcels  and  distribute  the  parcels  by 
chance,  thereby  making  themselves  guilty  of  conducting  a  lottery. 
Under  such  circumstances,  the  reason  for  the  vendor's  right  to  recover 
the  agreed  price  is  that  be  is  not  a  party  to  the  scheme.^*  And  it 
appears,  moreover,  that  an  agreement  by  one  person  to  take  all  the 
chances  on  a  proposed  scheme  to  raffle  off  a  piece  of  real  estate,  thereby 
eliminating  all  the  elemente  of  chance  and  fixing  a  definite  price 
for  the  property,  does  not  constitute  a  lottery.** 

12.  Guessing  Contests. — Some  years  ago,  it  was  a  doubtful  ques- 
tion whether  or  not  a  so-called  "guessing  contest"  violated  the  laws 
against  lotteries.  Three  attorneys  general  of  the  United  States  had, 
in  formal  opinions,  sustained  the  validity  of  similar  contests,  and 
following  them,  a  federal  judge  had  refused  to  hold  such  a  contest 
illegal.  These  rulings  were  in  accordance  with  the  trend  of  authori- 
ties in  this  country  and  in  England,  which  held  that,  since  the  cor- 
rect number,  as  for  instance  the  number  of  births  and  deaths  that 
would  occur  in  a  certain  city  within  a  certain  time,  ei^et  did  or 
would  exist,  more  or  less  skill  and  judgment  could  be  exercised  in 
guessing  it,  and  that,  therefore,  the  estimate  of  the  nearest  number 
to  the  correct  one  could  not  properly  be  considered  a  matter  of  mere 
chance.*  But  from  an  examination  of  the  later  cases,  both  federal 
and  state,  it  appears  to  have  become  the  established  American  doc- 
trine that,  in  order  to  constitute  a  lottery  within  the  meaning  of  the 
various  statutes,  it  is  not  necessary  for  ihe  distribution  of  prizes  to 
be  purely  by  chance,  but  only  for  such  distribution  to  be  by  chance 
as  the  dominating  element,  even  though  affected  to  some  extent  by 
the  exercise  of  skill  or  judgment.*  So,  in  accordance  with  this  doc- 
trine, a  scheme  for  the  distribution  of  prizes  to  those  holders  of 
cigar  bands  making  the  nearest  estimate  of  the  number  of  cigars  on 
which  the  government  would  collect  taxes  in  a  certain  month  has 
been  held  to  be  a  lottery;'  also  an  offer  of  a  gold  watch  to  the 

19.  Barks  Harris,  91  Ark.  205,  8.  Public  Clearing  House  v.  Coyne, 
120  S.  W.  979,  134  A.  S.  R.  67,  18  194  U.  S.  497,  24  S.  Ct  789,  48  U.  S. 
Ann.  Cas.  566  and  note,  23  LJI.A.  (L.  ed.)  1092;  Waite  v.  Pieas  Pub. 
(N.S.)  626  aud  note.  Asa'n,  165  Fed.  58,  85  C.  G.  A.  676, 

Note:  29  LJl.A.(N.S.)  758.  12  Ann.  Caa.  319  and  note,  11  L.RA. 

See  also  infra,  par.  17.  (N.S.)  609;  People  v.  Lavin,  179  N. 

20.  Thombill  v.  (VRear,  108  Ala.  Y.  164,  71  N.  E.  763,  1  Ann.  Cas.  165, 
299,  19  So.  382,  31  L.R.A.  792.  See  66  L.R.A.  601;  Stevens  t.  Cincinnati 
also  supra,  par.  10.  Times-Star  Co.,  72  Ohio  St.  112,  73 

1.  Waite  V.  Press  Pub.  Asa'n,  165  N.  E.  1058,  106  A.  S.  R.  586  and  note. 
Fed.  58,  85  C.  C.  A.  676, 12  Ann.  Cas.  Notes:  103  A.  S.  R.  711  et  seq.;  1 
319  and  note,  11  L.R.A(N.S.)  609  Ann.  Cas.  91. 

and  note.  3.  People  v.  Lavin,  179  N.  Y.  164, 
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person  buying  goods  at  a  mwchanVs  store  to  the  amount  of  fifty  cents 
and  guessing  nearest  to  the  number  of  beans  in  a  glass  globe ;  * 
and  dso  a  scheme  by  which  prizes  are  offered  to  p^wns  subscribing 
for  certain  newspapers  or  periodicals  who  shall  guess  nearest  the  num- 
ber of  votes  cast  for  a  specified  public  officer  at  a  certftin  election.' 
In  England  and  Canada,  however,  what  may  be  called  the  "pure 
chance"  docbine  as  applied  to  lotteries  appears  still  to  prevail.*  More- 
over, even  under  the  present  American  doctrine,  it  would  seem  that, 
where  skill  or  judgment  is  the  dominating  element  in  a  prize  con- 
test, there  is  no  lottery,  as  where,  for  example,  prizes  are  advertised 
to  jbe  given  for  the  neatest  solution  of  a  puzzle,'  or  where  a  prize 
is  offered  to  persons  sending  in  a  name  which  shall  be  cb(»en  for 
a  new  suburb,  the  name  to  be  selected,  by  a  committee,  from  those 
submitted.' 

13.  Tailors*  Suit  Clubs.— Several  instances  will  be  found  of  "suit 
clubs,"  formed  by  tailors  for  the  distribution  of  clothes  by  chance. 
The  general  plan  of  all  these  schemes  is  very  similar,  and  they  have 
been  uniformly  held  to  be  lotteries.*  In  one  of  these  clubs,  for  ex- 
ample, the  members  each  paid  to  a  tailor  one  dollar  a  week  and 
participated  in  weekly  drawings  for  thirty  weeks,  the  member  draw- 
ing a' certain  number  receiving  a  suit  of  clothes  and  then  ceasing 
to  be  a  member  of  the  club,  and  the  last  member  who  paid  for  thirty 
weeks  being  entitled  to  a  thirty  dollar  suit  of  clothes  regardless  of 
the  drawings.  The  court  decided  that  the  fact  that  a  member  who 
was  unlucky  in  the  drawing  of  prizes  might,  by  continuing  to  pay 
a  dollar  a  week  for  thirty  weeks,  receive  a  suit  of  clothes  regardless 
of  the  drawings  did  not  make  the  transaction  any  the  less  a  lottery .>* 
Furthermore,  the  fact  that  each  meinber  of  such  a  dub  is  entiUed 

71  N.  E.  753,  1  Ann.  Cas.  165,  66  L.R.A.(N.S.)  305,  there  was  involved 
L.R.A.  601.  the  offer  of  a  prize  to  the  person  who 

4.  Hndelson  v.  State,  94  Ind.  426,  correctly  counted  the  dots  in  a  certain 
48  Am.  Rep.  171.  advertisement.     The  court  sustained 

5.  Waite  v.  Press  Pub.  Ass'n,  155  the  plaintiff's  right  to  maintain  an  ac- 
Fed.  58,  85  C.  C.  A.  576,  12  Ann.  Cas.  tion  for  the  prize,  but  the  question 
319,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  609  and  note;  was  not  raised  as  to  whether  or  not 
Stevens  V.  Cincinnati  Times-Star  Co.,  such  a  contest  constituted  a  lottery. 

72  Ohio  St.  112,  73  N.  E.  1058,  106     8.  Note:  33  L.R.A.(N.S.)  306. 

A.  S.  R.  586.  9.  De  Florin  v.  State.  121  Ga.  593, 

6.  People  V.  Lavin,  179  N.  T.  164,  49  S.  E.  699,  104  A.  S.  R.  177;  People 
71  N.  E.  753,  1  Ann.  Cas.  165  and  v.  McPhee,  139  Mioh.  687,  103  N.  W. 
not«,  66  L.R.A.  601.  174,  5  Ann.  Cas.  835  and  note.  69 

Notes:  103  A.  S.  R.  712,  713;  U  L.R.A.  505;  Grant  v.  State,  54  tex. 

L.R.A.{N.S.)  609,  610;  12  Ann.  Cas.  Crim.  403,  112  S.  W.  1068.  130  A.  S. 

322.  R.  897  and  note,  16  Ann.  Cas.  844 

7.  Eastman  v.  Armstrong-Byrd  and  note,  21  L.R.A.(N.S.)  876  and 
Music  Co.,  212  Fed.  662.  129  C.  C.  A.  note. 

198,  52  L.R.A.(N.S.)  108  and  note.  10.  De  Florin  v.  State,  121  Ga.  593, 

In  Minton  v.  F.  G.  Smith  Piano  49  S.  E.  699,  104  A.  S.  R.  177. 

Co.,  36  App.  Cas.  (D.  C.)  137,  33  Note:  16  Ann.  Cas.  846. 
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to  receive  clothing  of  the  value  of  the  money  which  he  has  contrib- 
uted, whenever  he  chooses  to  withdraw,  does  not  prevent  the  club  from 
being  a  lottery;  but  probably  operates  only  as  an  additional  incentive 
to  aid  such  lottery  scheme,  the  vidous  element  still  inhwing  in  the 
transaction.^  > 

14.  Investment  Schemes  Containing  Elements  «f  Chance  and 

Prize. — The  reported  cases  furnish  numerous  examples  of  various 
investment  schemes  which  have  been  decided  to  violate  the  statutes 
against  lotteries.'*  As  has  already  been  observed  the  three  essential 
elements  of  a  lottery  are  consideration,  prize,  and  chance;'*  and, 
since  in  any  project  formed  tor  the  purpose  of  making  money  for 
the  promoters  or  owners  thereof,  the  element  of  consideration  is  natu- 
rally present,  it  usually  remains  to  be  considered  only  whether  the 
scheme  in  question  contains  the  two  additional  elements  of  chance 
and  prize  in  order  to  determine  whether  or  not  it  is  a  lottery.'^  It 
is  unnecessary,  of  course,  to  dwell  on  the  fact  that  a  scheme  may  be 
fraudulent  or  otherwise  illegal  without  embracing  any  of  these  ele- 
ments and  consequendy  without  being  a  lottery.  It  may  be  said 
in  genera],  however,  that  any  scheme  whereby  a  fund  ia  created  by 
the  payment  of  designated  sums  at  stated  intervals  by  the  holders 
of  certificates,  which  shall  be  matured  and  paid  in  a  manner  depend- 
ent upon  chance,  and  a  greater  sum  received  by  the  holder  than  he 
has  paid  in,  constitutes  a  lottery  within  the  meaning  of  a  statute 
prohibiting  such  devices.'*  An  example  of  this  is  a  financial  co-oper- 
ative scheme  which  contemplates  the  creation  of  a  fund  out  of  enrol- 
ment fees  and  monthly  dues,  to  be  returned  to  the  members  at  the 
end  of  a  fixed  pwiod  of  membership  in  tiie  shi^e  of  "realizations/' 
the  amount  of  which  will  depend  upon  the  growth  in  membership, 
the  plan  being  certain  to  involve  a  loss  to  everyone  interested  as  soon 
as  the  number  of  members  ceases  to  increase,  because  of  the  absence 

11.  Prople  v.  MePhee,  139  Mich.     13.  See  rapra,  par.  10. 

687,  103  N.  W.  174,  6  Ann.  Cos.  835     14.  Equitable  Loan,  etc.,  Co.  v.  War- 

and  note,  69  L.B.A.  505.  ing,  117  Ga.  599,  44  S.  E.  320,  97  A.  S. 

12.  PnUie  Clearing  House  t.  Coyne,  R.  177,  62  L.R.A.  93;  Russell  r.  Equi- 
194  U.  S.  497,  24  S.  Ct.  789,  48  U.  S.  table  Loan,  etc.,  Co.,  129  Oa.  164,  58 
(L.  ed.)  1092;  Fitzsimmons  t.  United  S.  E.  881,  12  Ann.  Cas.  129;  Fidelity 
States,  156  Fed.  477,  84  C.  C.  A.  287,  Funding  Co.  v.  Vaughn,  18  Okla.  13, 
13  LJl.A.(N.S.)  1005  and  note;  State  90  Pac.  34, 10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1123. 

V.  Nebraska  Home  Co.,  66  Neb.  349,  15.  Fitzsimmons  v.  United  States, 

92  N.  W.  763,  103  A.  S.  R.  706  and  166  Fed.  477,  84  C.  C.  A.  287,  IB 

note,  1  Ann.  Cas.  88  and  note,  60  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1005  and  note;  State  v. 

L.R.A.  448;  State  v.  Interstate  Sav,  Nebraska  Home  Co.,  66  Neb.  349,  92 

Inv.  Co.,  64  Ohio  St.  283,  60  N.  E.  N.  W.  763,  103  A.  S.  R.  706,  1  Ann. 

220,  83  A.  S.  R.  764,  52  L.R.A.  630;  Caa.  88  and  note,  60  L.R.A.  448;  State 

Fidelity  Funding  Co.  v.  Vaughn,  18  v.  Interstate  Sav.  Inv.  Co.,  64  Ohio 

Okla.  13,  90  Pac  34,  10  L.RA.(N.S.)  St.  283,  60  N.  E.  220,  83  A.  S.  R.  754, 

1123.  52  L.RJI.  530. 

Note:  52  L.RA..(N.S.)  108  et  seq.  Note:  52  L.R.A.(N.S.)  108  et  aeq. 
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of  any  provision  for  a  reserve  fund.'*  But  the  question  may  be  a 
close  one  as  to  whether  a  certain  investment  scheme  constitutes  a 
lottery.    Thus,  in  Uie  case  of  a  corporation  authorized  under  its 

charter  to  deal  in  stocks,  bonds,  etc.,  to  negotiate  loans,  to  loan 
money,  to  purchase,  improve,  and  sell  property,  both  real  and  per- 
sonal, to  guarantee  the  payment  of  obligations,  and  to  issue  certifi- 
cates, to  be  paid  for  by  the  investor  in  monthly  instalments,  the 
court,  holding  that  the  business  conducted  by  the  company  was  not 
a  lottery,  because  it  lacked  at  least  the  element  of  prize,  said  that, 
if  the  contract  embraced  in  the  certificates  issued  by  the  company 
should  be  considered  as  simply  a  contract  to  receive  one  dollar  a 
month  for  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  months  and  to  pay  the  investor 
eight  per  cent  interest  Uiereon,  the  contract  would  be  incapable  of 
iwrformance,  as  such  payment  would  not  realize  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars,  the  amount  agreed  to  be  paid,  but  that  such  wa.** 
not  the  contract  contained  in  the  certificates,  taken  in  the  light  of 
the  purposes  for  which  the  company  was  organized;  that,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  contract  was  to  take  the  money  paid  to  the  com- 
pany in  monthly  instalments,  to  invest  it  according  to  well  known, 
legitimate  business  methods,  and  to  guarantee  to  the  certificate  holder 
that  at  the  end  of  fourteen  yean  the  company  would  pay  to  him  the 
sum  of  money  named  in  the  certificate,  as  the  legitimate  earnings  of 
the  money  of  the  certificate  holder,  turned  over  and  over  again  during 
the  period  that  it  was  in  the  company's  hands.^^ 

15.  Bonds  Containing  Elements  of  Chance  and  Prize. — In  addition 
to  investment  schemes  in  general  containing  the  elements  of  chance 
and  prize,  which  are  discussed  elsewhere,**  there  are  many  instances 
of  bonds  containing  these  two  elements  (including,  of  course,  the 
element  of  consideration),  which  have  likewise  been  denoun(^  as 
lotteries."  Thus,  it  was  held  by  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States  that  bonds  of  the  Austrian  government,  issued  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  a  loan,  by  which  ^at  government  obligated  itself  to  pay 
the  principal  with  interest  and  a  premium  named,  and  also  any  ad- 
ditional sum  which  the  holder  might  become  entitled  to  in  case  the 
number  of  his  bond  drew  a  prize  in  a  drawing  to  be  had  as  ^ecified, 
represented  a  lottery  or-  similar  scheme  within  the  meaning  of  a 
federal  statute  covering  "any  lottery,  so-called  gift  concert,  or  other 

*16.  Public  Clearing  Home  v.  Coyne,  18.  See  supra,  par.  14. 

194  U.  S.  497,  24  S.  Ct  789,  48  if.  8.  19.  Homer  v.  United  States,  147  U. 

(L.  ed.)  1092.  S.  449, 13  S.  Ct.  409,  37  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

17,  Equitable  Loan,  etc.,  Co.  v.  War-  237;  Baliock  v.  State,  73  Md.  1,  20 

ing,  117  Ga.  599,  44  S.  E.  320,  97  A.  Atl.  184,  25  A.  S.  R.  559,  8  L.B.A. 

S.  R.  177,  62  L.R.A.  93.  See  also  Bus-  671. 

sell  T.  Equitable  Loan,  etc.,  Co.,  129  Oa.  Notes:  58  A.  S.  B.  601;  13  L.R.A. 

154,  58  S.  E.  881, 12  Ann.  Cas.  129.  (N.S.)  1096,  1097  ;  52  LJl.A.(N.S.) 

Note:  13  L.R.A.(N.S.}  1097.  108  et  seq. 
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similar  enteiprise  offering  prizes  dependent  upon  lot  or  diance."  In 
reaching  its  decision,  the  court  remarked  that  the  element  of  certainty 
in  these  bonds  went  hand  in  hand  with  the  element  of  lot  or  chance, 
and  that  the  former  did  not  destroy  the  existence  or  effect  of  the 
latter.*®  On  substantially  the  same  grounds,  moreover,  these  Austrian 
government  bonds  were  decided  to  be  within  the  provisions  of  a  state 
statute  prohibiting  the  sale  of  anything  which,  on  the  happening  of 
an  event  or  contingency  in  the  nature  of  a  lottery  entitles  the  holder 
to  money  or  property,  the  court  having  declared  the  bonds  to  be  a 
species  of  lottery  ticket.^  It  is  true  that,  in  an  earlier  case,  Austrian 
government  bonds  of  the  same  class  were  held  not  to  come  within  the 
meaning  of  a  statute  allowing  the  recovery  in  a  civil  suit  of  double 
the  amount  paid  for  a  share  or  interest  in  an  "illegal,"  lottery,  the 
court  appearing  to  give  force  to  the  view  that  the  Austrian  loan  was 
a  legal  lottery,  because  the  bonds  were  issued  by  the  Austrian  govern- 
ment in  accordance  with  its  laws  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  loan 
of  money;  ■  bonds  of  a  similar  character  issued  by  the  city  of  Brus- 
sels were  likewise  declared  not  to  be  a  lottery  within  the  meaning  of 
a  statute  making  the  sale  of  lottery  tickets  a  criminal  offense.*  But, 
in  view  of  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States, 
to  which  reference  has  been  made,  these  earlier  cases  can  hardly  be 
regarded  as  authority  at  the  present  day ;  and,  from  an  examination 
of  the  more  recent  authorities,  it  will  appear  t^at  any  bond  scheme 
which  contains  the  elements  of  chance  and  prize  in  the  matter  of 
payment  will  be  condemAed  as  a  lottery.*  i 
16.  Other  Lottery  Schemes. — Among  the  other  devices  which  have 
been  held  to  come  under  antilottery  provisions  may  be  mentioned 
the  following:  Slot  machines,  when  their  use  is  such  that  a  distribu- 
tion of  prizes  is  thereby  made  by  chance;  *  "playing  policy,"  or  the 
purchase  of  an  interest  in  a  lottery;  •  the  scheme  called  a  "prize  con- 
cert," where  every  other  ticket  draws  a  prize  and  one  half  of  the 
tickets  represent  blanks;  ^  the  sale  of  "prize  candy"  in  boxes,  each 

SO.  Homer  t.  United  States,  147  U.  Heyer  t.  State,  112  Ga.  20,  37  S.  E. 

S.  449, 13  S.  Ct  409,  37  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  96,  81  A.  S.  R.  17  and  note,  61  LJi.A. 

237.   See  also  supra,  par.  10.  496. 

1.  Balloek  t.  State,  73  Md.  1,  20  Note:  20  L.aA.(N.S.)  241,  242. 
Atl.  184,  26  A.  S.  R.  559,  8  L.RA.  6.  Adams  v.  New  York,  192  U.  S. 
671.  586,  24  8.  Ct.  372,  48  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

2.  Kohn  V.  Koehler,  96  N.  T.  362,  575,  affirming  176  N.  Y.  351,  68  N.  £. 
48  Am.  Rep.  628.  636,  98  A.  S.  R.  675,  63  UR.A.  406; 

Notes:  16  A.  S.  R.  48;  7  Ii.B.A.  600.  State  v.  Kansas  Mercantile  Ase'n,  46 

3.  Ex  parte  Shobert,  70  CaL  632, 11  Kod.  351,  25  Pae.  984,  23  A.  S.  R. 
Pac.  786,  58  Am.  Rep.  432.  727, 11  L.R.A  430;  Wilkinson  v.  Gill, 

Note:  16  A.  S.  R.  48.  74  N.  T.  63, 30  Am.  Rep.  264. 

4.  Notes:  13  L.RA..(N.S.)  1096,  7.  Com.  t.  Thaefaer,  97  Uass.  583, 
1097  ;  62  L.RJL(N.S.)  108  et  seq.        93  Am.  Dee.  125. 

5.  Loiseau  v.  State,  114  Ala.  34,     Note:  16  A.  S.  R.j44. 
22  So.  138,  62  A.  8.  R.  84  and  note; 
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box  being  represented  to  contain  a  prize  of  money  or  jewelry,  and 
the  purchaser  selecting  his  box  in  ignorance  of  its  contents;  ^  where 
one  chooses  a  number  and  pays  a  cwtain  sum,  and  the  sdiler  draws 
an  envelope  from  a  box  full  containing  a  slip  with  many  numbers  on 
it,  and  if  the  number  chosen  is  on  the  slip,  the  buyer  receives  a 
multiple  of  the  sum  paid,  greater  or  less  according  to  agreement,  and 
if  not,  he  loses  what  he  has  paid ;  *  where  the  proprietors  of  a  public 
exhibition  advertised  to  give  away  at  their  performance  a  large  number 
of  valuable  presents  to  the  spectators,  the  proprietor  to  appear  on  the 
stage  and  call  out  numbers  at  random,  and  the  person  holding  a 
ticket  with  a  corresponding  number  to  be  given  any  of  the  prizes 
which  the  proprietor  might  select;  where  a  sale  of  books  is  made  for 
more  than  their  value,  and  the  purchasers  are  entitled  to  gifts  or  prizes, 
to  be  ascertained  by  a  correspondence,  unknown  to  them,  between  cer- 
tain numbers  placed  on  the  books,  and  the  different  articles  proposed  as 
gifts  or  prizes;  a  scheme  by  which  a  person  who  pays  five  cents  for 
a  package  of  tea  is  entitled  to  select  it  from  a  number  of  envelopes, 
some  of  which,  in  addition  to  tea,  contain  a  ticket  which  entitles  the 
purchaser  to  a  prize,  while  the  others  contain  nothing  but  the  tea;  ^* 
a  scheme  by  which  a  merchant  sells,  his  goods  at  usual  and  ordinary 
market  prices,  giving  to  each  customer  purchasing  goods  to  the  amount 
of  fifty  cents  a  key,  and,  to  the  customer  tiius  obtaining  the  particular 
key  which  will  unlock  a  certain  box,  twenty-five  dollars  in  coin  con- 
tained therein ;  ^'  and  a  scheme  by  which  ^icles  are  contracted  for 
at  a  uniform  price  to  be  paid  in  instalments,  with  the  possibility  of 
receiving  the  articles  before  the  instalments  are  all  paid  and  of  having 
the  contract  canceled,  but  also  with  the  possibility  of  losing  all  right 
to  this  privilege  by  default  in  payments.**  On  the  other  hand,  "pool 
selling,"  although  it  is  clearly  a  species  of  gambling,  does  not  con- 
stitute a  lottery ;  nor  do^  a  racing  association  conduct  a  lottery  by 
holding  a  meeting  for  the  racing  horses,  offering  prizes  or  premiums 
to  be  contested  for,  of  a  definite  sum,  without  regard  to  the  entry  fees 
received,  and  payable  out  of  the  general  funds  of  the  association.^* 


8.  Holeman  v.  State,  2  Tex.  App. 
610,  28  Am.  Rep.  439  and  note. 

Note:  16  A.  S.  R.  46. 

9.  Com.  V.  Wright,  137  ICaas.  260, 
59  Am.  Rep.  306. 

Note:  16  A.  S.  R.  48. 

10.  State  V.  Shorts,  32  N.  J.  L.  398, 
90  Am.  Dec.  668. 

Note:  16  A.  S.  R.  47. 

11.  State  V.  Clarice,  33  N.  H.  329, 
66  Am.  Dec.  723. 

Note:  16  A.  S.  R.  43. 

12.  State  V.  Boneil,  42  La.  Ann. 
UIO,  8  So.  298,  21  A.  S.  B.  413,  10 


L.R.A.  60. 
Note:  12  Eng.  RnL  Gas.  405. 

13.  Davenport  v.  Ottawa,  54  Kan. 
711,  39  Pae.  708,  46  A.  S.  B.  303  and 
note. 

14.  State  v.  Tipkin,  169  N.  C.  265, 
84  S.  E.  340,  L.R.A.1915P  1018  and 
note.   See  also  supra,  par.  13. 

15.  People  V.  ReiUy,  50  Micb.  384, 
15  N.  W.  520,  46  Am.  Rep.  47.  . 

16.  People  T.  Fallon,  162  N.  T.  12, 
46  N.  E.  296, 67  A.  8.  B.  492, 37  L.BJL 
227, 
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And  a  gambling  scheme  is  not  a  lottery,  whereby  several  persons  put 
money  in  equal  amounts  upon  a  round  board  numbered  around -the 
rim,  and  each  in  turn  whirls  a  hand  fastened  in  the  center,  the  one 
at  whoee  whirl  the  hand  registers  the  highest  number  on  the  rim 
of  the  board  taking  all  the  money  on  the  bowd,  the  owner  of  the  board 
sometimes  putting  up  money,  and  sometimes  charging  a  small  sum, 
to  be  paid  by  the  winner,  for  the  iise  of  the  board.'^  Moreover,  it  has 
been  held  ^at  a  statute  forbidding  Uie  promotion  of  a  lottery  is  not 
offended  by  a  so-called  "popularity  contest,"  conducted  by  the  pro- 
prietor of  a  newspaper,  by  the  terms  of  vhioh  subscribers  to  the  paper 
and  purchasers  of  advertising  space  therein  are  given  tiie  privilege 
of  casting  votes  for  a  person  of  their  choice^  a  valuable  prize  being 
given  to  the  person  receiving  the  greatest  number  of  votes,  but  that 
these  "votes"  correspond  to  the  coupons  in  an  ordinary  trading  stamp 
scheme,'*  which,  by  the  great  weight  of  authority,  is  neither  a  lottery 
nor  a  gift  enterprise.'* 

IV.  LOTTKKY  COKTRACTS  AND  TRANSACTIONS 

17.  Rights  and  Liabilities  of  Parties. — Lottery  contracts,  except,  of 
course,  in  the  case  of  lotteries  authorized  by  law,  come  within  the 
general  rule  with  respect  to  the  enforcement  of  illegal  or  immoral 
contracts,  or  contracts  against  public  policy,  this  role  being  contained 
within  the  ancient  maxims,  ex  turpi  causa,  or  ex  dolo  malo,  non 
oritur  actio,  and  in  pari  delicto  potior  est  conditio  defendentis  et 

.  17.  Buckalew  v.  State,  62  Ala.  334,  question  was  not  raised  as  to  whether 
34  Am.  Rep.  22.  or  not  the  scheme  constituted  a  lottery. 

Note:  16  A.  S.  R.  48.  19.  State  t.  Shugart,'  138  Ala.  86, 

18.  Com.  V.  Jenkins,  159  Ky.  80,  35  So.  28,  100  A.  S.  R.  17  and  note; 
166  S.  W.  794,  Ann.  Cas.  1915B  170  Montgomery  v.  KeUy,  142  Ala.  552, 
and  note.  38  So.  67,  110  A.  S.  R.  43,  70  L.R.A. 

In  Watkins  v.  Curry,  103  Ark.  414,  209 ;  Ex  parte  Drexel,  147  Cal.  763, 
147  S.  W.  43,  40  L.R.A.{N.S.)  967,  82  Pac.  429,  3  Ann.  Cas.  878,  2 
it  was  held  that  it  was  no  defense  to  L.R.A.(N.S.)  688  and  note;  Long  v. 
an  action  on  a  contract  for  the  pur-  State,  74  Md.  565,  22  Atl.  4,  28  A.  S. 
chase  of  an  automobile  that  it  was,  to  R.  268  and  note,  12  LlR.A,  425,  over- 
the  knowledge  of  the  seller,  purchased  ruling  in  effect  73  Md.  527,  21  Atl. 
to  be  offered  as  a  prize  in  a  "popular-  683,  25  A.  S.  R.  606,  12  L.R.A.  89 ; 
ity  contest"  conducted  by  a  newspaper  State  v.  Hawkins,  95  Md.  133,  51  Atl. 
managed  by  the  purchaser.  In  so  hold-  850,  93  A.  S.  R.  328  and  note;  State 
ing  the  court  conceded  for  the  purpose  v.  Sperry,  etc.,  Co.,  110  Minn.  378, 126 
of  argument  that  the  contest  was  a  N.  W.  120,  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  966;  Peo- 
lottery  and  held  as  stated,  on  the  pie  v.  Gillson,  109  N.  T.  389, 17  N.  E. 
ground  that  the  alleged  lottery  had  343,  4  A.  S.  R.  465;  Winston  t.  Bee- 
no  connection  with  the  sale,  son,  135  N.  C.  271,  65  L.R.A.  167; 

In  Mooney  v.  Daily  News  Co.,  116  State  v.  Dalton,  22  R.  I.  77,  46  AtL 
Minn.  212,  133  N.  W.  573,  37  L.R.A.  234,  84  A.  S.  B.  818  and  note,  48 
(N.S.)  183,  it  was  held  that  the  plain-  L.R.A.  776. 

tiCt  was  entitled  to  the  prize  offered  in  Notes:  30  L.R.A.{N.S.)  967,  958; 
a  similar  "popularity  contest,"  but  the  3  British  Bui.  Cas.  989  et  seq. 
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possidentis.'*'  Accordingly,  no  action  will  lie  against  an  agent  for  the 
sale  of  lottery  ticketed  to  recover  the  proceeds  thereof,  where  the  sale 
of  such  tickets  is  unlawful,  because  the  agent  is  a  participant  in  the 
unlawful  act,  and  the  plaintiff  must  rely  on  the  illegal  contract  of 
agency.^  Nor,  for  the  same  reason,  can  an  agent,  employed  to  sell 
lottery  tickets,  maintain  against  his  principal  any  action  based  on 
such  contract  of  agency.'  And  a  contract  of  purchase  of  a  lottery 
ticket,  the  sale  of  which  is  prohibited  by  law,  cannot  be  enforced  by 
action,'  although  it  has  been  held  that  an  action  might  be  maintained 
in  a  state  where  the  sale  of  lottery  tickets  was  forbidden,  to  recover 
the  price  of  such  tickets  sold  in  a  state  where  the  sale  was  lawful,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  the  vendor  knew  that  the  tickets  were  to 
be  resold  in  the  state  where  the  action  was  brought,  if,  at  the  time 
when  he  sold  them,  he  was  not  aware  that  the  sale  of  such  tickets 
was  prohibited  by  the  law  of  the  latter  state.*  Furthermore,  a  con- 
tract in  the  nature  of  a  partnership  in  unauthorized  lottery  tickets  is 
invalid  and  against  public  policy,  and  cannot  be  made  the  subject 
of  an  accounting  and  settlement;*  and,  even  where  a  lottery  was 
conducted  under  a  franchise  granted  by  the  legislature,  it  was  decided 
that,  although  a  court  of  equity  might  stop  the  running  of  the  lottery 
until  an  accounting  should  he  made  to  a  person  denied  his  rightful 
share  of  the  profits,  yet  the  court  would  not  appoint  a  receiver  to  take 
charge  of  it,  because  of  the  consequence  fo  public  morala.*   It  has 

20.  Ifartin  t.  HodteOj  47  Aik.  378,  Lemon  ▼.  Grosskopf,  22  Wis.  447,  09 

1  S.  W.  694,  58  Am.  Rep.  763;  Barks  Am.  Dee.  58  aod  note. 

T.  Harris,  91  Aik.  205, 120  S.  W.  979,  Notes:  7  L.R.A.  604;  15  UBX  836. 

134  A.  S.  R.  67,  18  Ann.  Cas.  666  See  also  Contracts,  toL  6,  p.  814 

and  note,  23  L.RJL(N.S.)  626  and  et  seq. 

note;  Branbam  v.  StaUings,  21  Colo.  1.  Lemon  v.  OrosBkopf,  22  Wis.  447, 

211,  40  Pae.  396,  52  A  S.  R.  213  adS  99  Am.  Dec.  58  and  note, 

note;  Funk  v.  Oallivaxi,  49  Conn.  124,  2.  Roby  v.  West,  4  N.  H.  285,  17 

44  Am.  Rep.  210;  WMtley  v.  McGon-  Am.  Dee.  423. 

nell,  133  6a.  738,  66  S.  E.  933,  134  8.  Morton  v.  Fletcher,  2  A.  K. 

A.  S.  R.  223,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  287  and  Mazsh.  (Ey.)  137,  12  Am.  Dee.  366 

note;  OlenvUle  Inv.  Co.  v.  Grace,  134  and  note.  This  case  holds  that  a  bond 

Ga.  572,  68  S.  E.  301,  29  L.R.A.(N.S.)  given  for  the  purchase  of  unlawful  lot- 

768;  Lynch  v.  Rosenthal,  144  Ind.  86,  tery  tickets  is  void,  but  titat  the  con- 

42  N.  E.  1103,  56  A.  S.  R.  168,  31  sideration  of  such  a  bond  must  be  im- 

L.R.A.  835;  Emshwiler  v.  Tyner,  21  peached  by  special  plea. 

Ind.  App.  347,  52  N.  E.  459,  69  A.  Note:  99  Am.  Dee.  66. 

S.  R.  360  and  note;  Morton  v.  Fletcher,  4.  Case  v.  Riker,  10  Vt.  4S2.  33  Am. 

2  A.  E.  Manh.  (Ky.)  137,  12  Am.  Dee.  211.  See  also  infra,  par.  21. 
Dec.  366  and  note;  R-oseUe  v.  Farmers'  6.  Roselle  v.  Farmers'  Bank,  141 
Bank,  141  Mo.  36,  39  S.  W.  274,  64  Mo.  36,  39  S.  W.  274,  64  A,  S.  R. 
A.  S.  R.  501;  Roby  v.  West,  4  N.  H.  501.  See  also  Gaming,  vol.  12,  p.  767. 
285,  17  Am.  Dec.  ^3;  Stevens  v.  Cin-  6.  I^wrence  v.  Simmons,  (Ey.)  9  S. 
einnati  Times-Star  Co.,  72  Ohio  St.  W.  163, 1  L.R.A.  172. 

112,  73  N.  E.  1058,  106  A.  S.  R.  586;  In  Equitable  Loan,  etc.,  Co.  v.  War- 

Seidenbender  v.  Charles,  4  Serg.  ft  R.  ing,  117  Ga.  689,  44  S.  E.  320,  97  A. 

(Pa.)  161,  8  Am.  Dec.  682  and  note;  S.  R.  177,  62  L.R.A.  93,  the  court,  mth- 
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also  been  held  tiiat  the  sale  of  articles  with  a  view  to  their  use  as 
prizes  in  violation  of  the  law  against  lotteries  is  such  aid  to  the  offense 
that  no  recovery  can  be  had  of  the  price ; '  and  a  frequent  application 
of  the  rule  in  question  will  be  found  in  cases  violating  schemes  for 
the  disposition  of  parcels  of  land  by  chance,*  in  which  the  courts  have 
refused  to  aid  either  the  vendor  or  the  vendee,  if  a  party  to  the  lottery 
scheme,  and  have  declined  to  allow  the  vendor  to  recover  the  purchase 
price*  or  the  vendee  to  recover  the  money  paid  by  him  to  the 
vendor,**  or  to  decree  a  specific  performance  of  the  contract.**  And 
again,  when  lotteries  are  prohibited,  no  action  will  lie  for  the  recovery 
of  a  chattel  in  favor  of  one  who  claims  to  have  drawn  it  in  a  lottery, 
as  against  another  who  has  possession  of  it  under  the  like  claim." 
The  rule  imder  discussion  is  subject,  however,  to  the  limitation  that, 
although  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  may  have  been  guilty  of  any 
numbw  of  illegal  acts,  yet  the  plaintiff  may  recover  so  long  as  those 
acts  do  not  vitiate  the  contract  on  which  he  sues,  the  test  being  whether 
the  contract  sought  to  be  enforced  can  be  separated  from  the  illegal 
acta  or  contracts  relied  on  as  avoiding  it,  and  whether  the  plaintiff 
requires  any  aid  from  or  must  in  any  way  rdy  on  the  illegal  trans- 
action in  OTder  to  esti^lish  his  case.*'  In  conformity  wi^  this  doc- 
trine, it  has,  therefore,  been  held  that,  if  the  obligation  to  pay  over 
the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  lottery  tickets  can  be  separated  from  the 
illegal  contract  to  sell  them,  as  where  one  agent  receives  from  another 
agent  the  proceeds  of  the  letter's  sales,  an  action  will  lie ;  **  and  it 
would  appear  even  that  the  owner  of  a  chattel  who  disposes  of  it  by 
lottery  contrary  to  law  may  recover  it  from  the  drawer,  since  he  need 
not  introduce  any  evidence  in  respect  to  the  lottery  in  order  to  estab- 
lish his  right  to  the  property.**  Furthermore,  there  would  seem  to 
be  considerable  authority  for  maintaining  that  money  fraudulently 
drawn,  even  in  an  illegal  lottery,  may  be  recovered  under  the  implied 

out  deciding  the  point,  intimated  that  211,  40  Pae.  396,  52  A.  S.  R.  213  and 

a  court  of  equity  would  not,  at  the  in-  note. 

stance  of  persons  who  knowingly  went  11.  Whitley  v.  McCoonell,  133  Ga. 

into  a  lottery  scheme,  adminiBter  the  738,  66  S.  E.  933,  134  A.  S.  R.  223,  27 

assets  for  their  benefit.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  287  and  note;  GlenviUe 

Note:  7  L.R.A.  604.  Inv.  Co.  v.  Grace,  134  Ga.  572.  68  S.  E. 

7.  Note:  15  L.R.A.  836.  801,  29  L.R.A.(N.8.)  758;  Lynch  v. 

8.  See  supra,  par.  11.  Rosenthal,  144  Ind.  86,  42  N.  E.  1103, 

9.  Burks  V.  Harris,  91  Ark.  205, 120  55  A.  S.  R.  168,  31  L.R.A.  836. 

S.  W.  979,  134  A.  S.  R.  67,  18  Ann.  12.  Funk  v.  GaUivan,  49  Conn.  124, 

Cas.  566  and  note,  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  44  Am.  Bep.  210. 

626  and  note;  Emahwiler  t.  Tyner,  21  13.  Note:  99  Am.  Dec.  62.  See  Cok- 

Ind.  App.  347,  52  N.  E.  459,  69  A.  S.  tracts,  vol.  6,  pp.  221-223. 

R.  360  and  note ;   Seidenbender  v.  '  14.  Lemon  v.  Grosskopf ,  22  Wis. 

Charles,  4  Serg.  &  R.  (Pa.)  151,  8  Am.  447.  99  Am.  Dec.  58  and  note. 

Dee.  682  and  note.  16.  Martin  v.  Hodge,  47  Ark.  378, 

Note:  15  L.R.A.  836.  1  S.  W.  694,  68  Am.  Rep.  763. 

10.  Branham  v.  Stallings,  21  Cal. 
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obligation  raised  by  law  to  refund  the  money  thus  fraudulently 

received  and  withheld,  this  implied  obligation  being  subsequent  to, 
and  disconnected  with,  the  illegal  acts  involved  in  the  lottery;  and 
that  such  recovery  can  be  had  either  by  the  lottery  contractors  or 
owners,**  or  by  the  owner  of  a  ticket  fraudulently  obtained  from  such 
owner.*^  And  the  fact  that  money  embezzled  was  collected  on  a 
lottery  ticket  issued  in  the  transaction  of  illegal  business  does  not 
constitute  a  defense.^^  It  may  be  asserted,  moreover,  that  the  courts 
will,  under  certain  circumstances,  eatoTce  a  contract  tainted  by  an 
unlawful  lottery,  if  to  do  so  will  defeat  the  illegal  purp<^  of  the  par- 
ties to  it  and  will  tend  to  deter  other  persons  from  entering  into 
similar  contracts,  thereby  upholding  the  policy  of  the  law  and  pro- 
moting the  public  good.'*  And  so  long  as  an  illegal  lottery  transaction 
remains  unexecuted,  there  is  authority  to  the  effect  that  ihe  party 
parting  with  his  money  may  repent,  abandon  his  contract,  and  recover 
back  the  money  paid,  the  law's  aim  being  to  prevent  wrongdoing  by 
encouraging  such  repentance  and  abandonment.*" 

18.  Rights  of  Ticket  Holder  in  Authorized  Lottery. — In  consid- 
ering the  rights  of  the  owner  or  holder  of  a  lottery  ticket,  a  distinction 
must  be  drawn,  of  course,  between  lotteries  authorized  by  law  and 
illegal*  lotteries.  Under  the  former  class,  certain  questions  arising  as 
to  such  rights  will  be  found  dedded  in  the  earlier  reported  cases. 
Thus,  in  a  lottery  authorized  by  a  charter  granted  to  the  municipal 
corporation  of  Washington  by  an  act  of  Congress,  it  was  held  that 
the  corporation  was  liable  to  the  holder  of  a  ticket  in  such  a  lottery 
for  a  prize  drawn  against  its  number,  although  the  managers  ap- 
pointed by  the  corporation  to  superintend  such  lottery  were  empowered 
to  sell,  and  had  sold  the  entire  lottery  to  a  lottery  dealer  for  a  gross 
sum,  who  was,  by  his  agreement  with  them,  to  execute  the  details  of 
ttie  scheme  as  to  the  sale  of  the  tickets,  the  drawings,  and  the  payment 
of  the  prizes.'  In  connection  with  the  same  lottery,  however,  the 
court  decided  that,  although  the  purchaser  of  a  whole  ticket  had  a 
right  to  sell  any  portion  of  his  ticket  and  the  person  to  whom  the  sale 
was  made  would  become  a  joint  owner  of  the  ticket  thus  divided,  the 
last  purchaser  would  be  a  joint  owner  not  by  virtue  of  a  contract  with 
the  corporation  of  Washington  but  with  the  first  purchaser  in  his 
own  right  and  on  his  own  account;  and  that,  since  the  corporation 

18.  Catts  V.  Phalen,  2  How.  376,  11  19.  Cardwell  v.  Kelly,  95  Va.  570. 

U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  306;  Phalen  v.  Clark,  28  S.  E.  953,  40  L.B.A.  240.  See  CoH- 

19  Conn.  421,  50  Am.  Dec.  253.  tracts,  vol.  6,  p.  829. 

Note :  7  L.R.A.  602.  20.  Stevens  v.  Cincinnati  Times-Star 

17.  Martin  v.  Richardson,  94  Ky.  Co.,  72  Ohio  St.  112,  73  N.  E.  1058, 
183,  21  S.  W.  1039,  42  A.  S.  B.  353,  106  A.  S.  B.  586.  See  Conteactb, 
19  L.R.A.  692.  vol.  6.  pp.  830-832. 

Note:  45  L.R.A.(N.S.)  777.  1.  Clark  v.  Washington,  12  Wheat. 

18.  Notes:  87  A.  6.  R.  23;  27  L.B.A.  40,  6  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  544. 
(N.S.)  416.  Note:  29  Am.  Rep.  110. 
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of  Washington  promiaed  only  to  pay  the  whole  prize  to  the  poraessor 
of  the  wliole  ticket,  there  being  no  promise  on  the  face  of  the  whole 
ticket  that  the  corporation  would  pay  any  portion  of  a  prize  to  any 
subholder  of  a  share,  the  last  purchaser  could  not  maintain  an  action 
against  the  corporation  to  recover  his  portion  of  the  prize  drawn  by 
the  whole  ticket  of  which  he  had  bought  a  share,  it  not  being  in  the 
power  of  a  party,  merely  by  his  own  acts,  to  split  up  a  contract  into 
fragments  and  to  m^o  the  promisor  liable  to  every  holder  of  a  frag- 
ment for  his  share.*  Under  the  same  lottery  franchise,  it  was  held, 
moreover,  that,  where  the  manager  of  the  lottery  gave  a  bond  to  the 
city,  conditioned  truly  and  impartially  to  execute  the  duty  and  author- 
ity vested  in  him  by  an  ordinance  of  the  city,  the  person  entitled  to 
a  prize  ticket  had  no  right  to  bring  a  suit  for  the  prize  against  the 
manager  on  his  bond,  in  the  name  of  the  city,  without  its  consent.* 
As  to  the  rights  of  the  finder  of  a  lost  lottery  ticket,  there  is  authority 
to  the  effect  that  he  cannot  maintain  an  action  for  the  amount  of 
the  prize  drawn  tiiereby,  even  though  the  ticket  purported  to  be  pay- 
able to  the  holder,  on  the  theory  that  the  finder  of  a  chose  in  action 
cannot  recover  from  the  maker  thereof  the  amount  due  thereon>  In 
a  "land  lottery,"  which  was  a  mode,  established  by  law,  of  partition 
of  the  public  lands  of  a  state  among  its  citizens,  it  was  held  that  the 
equita'ntc  title  to  lota  drawn  was  in  the  drawer,  after  the  drawing  and 
before  the  grant  from  the  state,  the  legal  title  being  in  the  state,  as 
security  for  the  payment  of  the  grant  fee,  and  for  the  use  of  the  drawer 
when  he  paid  it;  that  this  equitable  title  was  transferable,  although 
not  subject  to  sale  under  execution;  that  even  a  chance  for  a  draw  in 
such  a  lottery  was  transferable;  and  that,  when  this  equitable  title 
was  transferiNed,  the  legal  title  in  the  state  became  a  legal  title  for 
the  use  of  the  transferee  on  the  payment  of  the  grant  fee.* 

19.  Rights  of  Ticket  Holder  in  Illegal  Lottery.— The  righte  of  the 
holder  of  a  ticket  or  share  in  an  illegal  lottery  are  governed  mostly 
by  the  rules  relating  to  illegal  or  immoral  contracts*  Among  the 
few  enforceable  rights  which  such  a  ticket  holder,  or  any  subscriber 
to  an  unlawful  lottery  s^eme,  has  is  the  right  to  recover  the  price 
of  the  ticket  or  the  amount  of  the  subscription  to  such  scheme;  and 
all  the  cases  wherein  a  purchaser  of  lottery  tickets  seeks  to  recover 
his  outlay  therefor  recognize  the  fact  that  at  the  common  law  no 
such  recovery  could  be  had.  The  cases,  as  a  role,  therefore  involve 
the  construction  of,  and  the  effect  to  be  given  to,  statutes  declaring 

2.  Shankland  t.  Washington,  6  Pet.  (N.  Y.)  404,  21  Am.  Dee.  232  and  note. 
390,  8  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  166.  See  generaUy,  Lost  Papibs  ahd  Bbo 

Note:  7  LJI.A.  602,  obds,  ante,  par.  20. 

3.  Washington  v.  Young,  10  Wheat.  5.  Henderson  t.  Hackney,  23  Ga. 
406,  6  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  352.  383,  68  Am.  Dec.  529  and  note. 

4.  UcLanghlin  v.  Waite,  6  Wend.  6.  See  snpra,  par.  17. 
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lotteries  and  contracts  connected  therewith  void  or  illegal; '  although^ 
in  some  states,  as  has  already  been  observed,  statutes  have  been  passed 
which  expressly  allow  a  recovery  of  money  expended  iar  lottery  tickets, 
together  with  exemplary  damages.^  But,  since  our  statutes  for  the 
most  part  do  not  impose  any  penalty  on  those  purchasing  such  tickets,* 
it  is  held  in  various  jurisdictions,  even  in  the  absence  of  a  statute 
expressly  allowing  such  a  recovery,  that  the  subscribers  to  a  lottery 
may  recover  what  they  have  contributed  to  the  fund,  on  the  ground 
that  they  are  not  in  pari  delicto  with  the  defendant,  the  promoter, 
not  only  because  the  subscribers  incur  no  penalty  under  the  statute, 
but  because  it  is  to  protect  them  that  the  statute  has  its  existence; 
and  that,  the  contract  being  void,  the  snbscriber's  payment  is  without 
consideration,  and  he  may,  not  being  in  delicto,  recover  the  same.'** 
And,  where  the  subscriber  to  a  lottery  scheme  had  no  knowledge  that 
it  constituted  a  lottery,  but  was  wrongfully  induced  to  invest  in  it  on 
the  representation,  that  it  was  legitimate,  there  would  seem  to  be  no 
question  as  to  such  subscriber's  right  to  maintain  an  action  to  recover 
the  money  which  he  had  paid,  it  having  been  held  that  an  agent  who 
secures  lottery  subscriptions  in  such  a  manner  is  liable  equally  with 
his  principal.**  The  rig^t  of  one  who  purchases  a  lottery  ticket  in 
violation  of  law  to  recover  the  proceeds  of  a  prize  drawn  by  it  from 
one  who  has  collected  such  proceeds  after  having  fraudulently  obtained 
the  ticket  from  such  purchaser  is  baaed  on  different  grounds  and  is 
referred  to  elsewhere.**  Where,  however,  a  plaintiff  was  a  member 
of  a  lottery  club,  presided  over  its  meetings,  and  acted  as  a  judge  of 
the  drawings,  he  was  held  in  pari  delicto  with  the  proprietor,  and  not 
entitled,  therefore,  to  recover  money  paid  for  lots  sold  under  a  lottery 
scheme.*'  And  considerable  authority  will  be  found  more  or  less 
opposed  to  the  above  mentioned  construction  of  statutes  against  lot- 
teries, with  respect  to  the  right  of  a  ticket  holder  or  subscriber  to 
recover  the  price  of  his  ticket  or  the  amount  of  his  subscription,  the 
decisions  of  such  cases  appearing  to  be  largely  based  either  on  the 
ground  tiiat  there  can  be  no  such  recovery  in  the  absence  of  an  express 
statutory  provision  or  on  the  ground  that  the  buyer  of  a  lottery  ticket 
is  in  pari  delicto  with  the  seller.**  In  a  few  jurisdictions,  moreover, 
not  only  the  proprietor  of  a  lottery  but  also  the  purchasers  of  tickets 
therein  are  penalized  by  statute;  *^  and,  under  such  a  statute,  it  haa 

7.  Note:  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  671.  11.  Fidelity  Funding  Co.  v.  Vanghn, 

8.  See  supra,  par.  6.  18  Okla.  13,  90  Pac.  34,  10 

9.  See  supra,  par.  6.  (N.S.)  1123  and  note. 

10.  Gray  v.  Roberts,  2  A.  K.  Marsh.      12.  See  supra,  par.  17. 

(Ky.)  208, 12  Am.  Dec.  383  and  note;      13.  Branham  v.  StaUings,  a  Colo. 
Becker  v.  Wilcox,  81  Neb.  476,  116  N.  211,  40  Pac.  396,  52  A.  S.  R.  213. 
W.  160,  129  A.  S.  R.  690,  16  UR.A.     14.  Note:  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  673,  674. 
(N.S.)  671  and  note.   See  also  Com-     1^.  See  supra,  par.  6. 
91U0IF8,  vol  6,  p.  833. 
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been  decided  that  no  recovery  can  be  had  by  the  owner  of  a  winning 
ticket  against  one  who  has  found  the  ticket,  lost  by  such  owner,  and 
has  obtained  the  prize  thereon.^* 

20.  Rights  and  Liabilities  of  Proprietor  or  Manager  of  Lottery.— 

It  appears  that  the  grantee  of  a  lottery  franchise,  even  though  a 
municipal  corporation,  was  liable  to  the  holder  of  a  ticket  for  a  prize 
drawn  by  the  ticket.  Thus,  in  a  case  where  the  city  of  Washington 
'had  been  empowered  by  Congress  to  authorize  lotteries  for  city  im- 
provements, the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  said:  "The 
power  thus  cautiously  granted  is  deposited  with  the  corporation  itself, 
without  an  indication  that  it  is  assignable.  It  is  to  be  exercised,  like 
other  corporate  powers,  by  the  agents  of  the  corporation  under  its 
control.  While  it  remains  where  Congress  has  placed  it,  the  character 
of  the  corporation  affords  some  security  against  its  abuse ;  some  security 
that  no  other  mischief  will  result  from  it  than  is  inseparable  from  the 
thing  itself.  But  if  the  management,  control  and  responsibility  may 
be  transferred  to  any  adventurer  who  will  purchase,  all  the  security 
for  fairness,  which  is  furnished  by  character  and  responsibility,  is 
lost."  And,  even  where  a  municipal  corporation,  as  the  grantee  of 
a  lottery  franchise,  sold  it  under  legislative  authority,  the  purchaser 
could  not  assign  the  franchise  so  as  to  enable  each  assignee  to  conduct 
a  separate  lottery.^^  The  grantee  of  such  a  franchise,  however,  was 
liable  to  a  ticket  holder  only  in  accordance  with  the  contract  con- 
tained on  the  face  of  the  ticket,  and  such  liability  could  not  be 
extended  to  claims  by  persons  entering  into  subcontracts  with  the  ticket 
holder.^*  The  bond  given  by  a  lottery  manager  to  a  municipal  cor- 
poration, the  grantee  of  a  lottery  franchise,  conditioned  for  the  faith- 
ful performance  of  his  duties,  was  for  the  protection  of  the  corporation 
itself,  and  could  not  be  put  in  suit  by  a  ticket  bolder  without  the 
corporation's  consent Where,  moreover,  the  conduct  of  the  lottery 
managers  was  bona  fide,  a  mere  irregularity  in  the  drawing  of  the 
lottery  would  not  vitiate  the  drawing,  and  would  be  no  defense,  for 
instance,  in  an  action  brought  by  the  managers  to  recover  the  purchase 
money  from  one  who  had  bought  the  whole  lottery.*  And  it  was 
decided  that  a  dealer  in  lottery  tickets  could  not  maintain  an  action 
against  the  managers  of  the  lottery  for  their  careless,  negligent  and 

16.  Rountree  v.  In^Ie,  94  S.  C.  231,     See  also  supra,  par.  4. 

77  S.  E.  931,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  1002  19.  Shankland  v.  Washington,  5  Pet. 

and  note,  45  L.R.A.(N.S.)  776  and  390,  8  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  166. 

note.  Note :  7  L.R.A.  602. 

17.  Clark  v.  Washington,  12  Wheat.  20.  Washington  v.  Young,  10  Wheat. 
40,  6  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  544.  406,  6  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  352. 

Notes:  29  Am.  Rep.  110;  7  L.R.A.      Note:  7  L.R.A.  602. 
602.  1.  Brent  t.  Davis,  10  Wheat  396,  6 

18.  Lawrence  v.  Simmons,  (KyJ  9  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  350. 

S.  W.  163,  1  L.R.A.  172.  Note:  7  L.E.A.  602. 

Note:7L.Bji..  60L 

1237 


Digitized  by 


Goo 


S  21  M>TT£RI£S  17  R.  a  L. 

improper  conduct  thereof,  whereby  public  confidence  in  the  lottery 
was  "impaired,"  so  that  a  large  number  of  the  plaintiff's  tickets  re- 
mained unsold  and  drew  blanks.  The  reasons  for  this  decision  were 
that  an  individual  cannot  maintain  an  action  against  an  officer  or 
other  person  for  damages  arising  from  a  breach  of  duty  to  the  public, 
without  showing  some  special  and  peculiar  injury  to  himself,  and 
that,  in  cases  of  tort,  the  special  damages  sued  for  must  be  the  leg^ 
and  necessary  consequence  of  the  alleged  wrongful  act  and  must  be* 
particularly  stated.* 

21.  Conflict  of  Laws  as  to  Lottery  Contracts. — local  statute 
declaring  lotteries  and  lottery  contracts  void  or  illegal  can  have  no 
direct  operation  on  a  contract  or  transaction,  no  part  or  element  of 
which  had  a  local  situs.'  Thus,  it  has  been  held  that  a  local  statute 
forbidding  the  sale  of  lottery  tickets  does  not  apply  to  a  sale  com- 
pleted in  another  state,  where  it  was  valid,  by  the  mailing  of  a  ticket 
in  that  state  directed  to  a  resident  of  the  state  enacting  the  statute.* 
But,  although  it  is  obvious  that  a  statute  condemning  lotteries  and 
lottery  contracts  cannot  affect  the  right  to  maintain  an  action  on  a 
lottery  contract  in  any  state  or  country  other  than  that  which  enacted 
the  statute,  nevertheless,  when  an  action  is  brought  in  the  state  or 
country  which  enacted  the  statute,  the  court  may,  on  the  ground  of 
public  policy,  refuse  to  entertain  the  action  notwithstanding  that  the 
contract  was  made  and  performable  in  another  state,  and  therefore  was 
not  within  the  direct  operation  of  the  statute.*  Assuming,  however, 
that  there  is  no  objection,  based  on  the  public  policy  of  the  forum, 
to  the  enforcement  of  a  lottery  contract  if  valid  by  its  proper  law, 
the  question  remains  as  to  what  law  determines  the  validity  of  the 
contract.  In  this  connection,  the  rule  is  well  established  that  a  local 
statute  forbidding  the  sale  of  lottery  tickets  applies  to  a  local  sale 
of  a  ticket  in  a  lottery  established  in,  and  authorized  by  the  laws  of, 
another  state  or  country ;  and  this  is  true,  not  only  when  the  action 
is  brought  in  the  state  or  country  which  enacted  the  statute,  but  also 
when  it  is  brought  in  another  state  or  country,  even  when  it  is 
brought  in  the  state  op  country  in  which  the  lottery  is  established 
and  by  the  law  of  which  it  is  legal.'  But  when  the  contract  is  made 
in  one  state  or  country  and  is  performable  in  another,  its  validity,  so 
far  as  it  is  affected  by  the  lottery  element,  is  governed  by  the  law  of 


2.  Butler  v.  Kent,  19  Johna.  (N.  T,) 
223,  10  Am.  Dec.  219  and  note. 

3.  Note:64L.R.A.  169. 

4.  Case  v.  Riker,  10  Vt.  482,  33  Am. 
Dec.  211.  The  decision  in  this  case 
seems  to  be  based  partly,  however,  on 
the  fact  that  the  plaintiff  did  not  ap- 
pear to  know  that  the  sale  of  lottery 
tickets  was  illegal  in  the  state  enact- 


ing the  statute. 

Note:  64  L.R.A.  169,  170. 

5.  Note:  64  L.R.A.  170.  See  also 
Conflict  op  Laws,  vol.  5,  p.  960. 

6.  Homer  v.  United  States,  147  U. 
S.  449, 13  S.  Ct.  409,  37  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
237. 

Note:  64L.R.A.  170. 
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the  place  of  performance ;  *  although  an  exception  should,  perhaps, 
be  made  to  this  rule  when  the  local  statute  does  not  merely  forbid 
the  acts,  the  performance  of  which  is  called  for  by  the  contract,  but, 
in  effect,  forbids  the  making  of  the  contract  itself.*  And,  even  when 
the  sale  of  a  lottery  ticket  is  consummated  in  a  state  by  the  law  of 
which  the  sale  is  valid,  yet,  if  a  collateral  contract  relating  thereto  is 
made  and  performable  in  another  state  by  the  law  of  which  contracts, 
or  other  transactions,  based  on  lotteries  are  invalid,  the  rights  of  the 
parties  under  such  collateral  contract  are  to  be  determined  by  reference 
to  the  law  of  the  latter  state.*  The  distinction,  furthermore,  between 
the  direct  operation  of  a  local  statute  on  lottery  contracts  having  their 
situs  within  the  state  or  country  which  enacted  the  statute,  and  which, 
therefore,  furnishes  its  proper  law,  and  the  indirect  operation  of  the 
statute  which  results  when  the  court,  regarding  the  statute  as  declara- 
tive of  a  distinctive  public  policy,  refuses  to  entertain  an  action  based 
on  a  contract  made  and  performable  in  another  jurisdiction  and  valid 
by  the  law  of  that  jurisdiction,  is  important;  for,  if  the  contract 
is  within  the  direct  operation  of  the  statute,  the  statute  must  be  applied 
when  the  action  is  brought  in  the  state  or  country  which  enacted  the 
same,  and  ought  to,  and  generally  will,  be  applied,  even  when  the 
action  is  brought  in  another  state  or  country ;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
even  a  court  of  the  state  or  country  which  enacted  the  statute  is  not 
bound  to  apply  it  indirectly,  but  will  be  guided  in  this  respect  by 
general  principles  of  comity.^* 

V.  Criminai.  Pbocbedinos 

22.  Indictment  or  Information. — ^Under  a  statute  prohibiting  "lot- 
teries for  money,  goods,"  etc.,  an  indictment  which  fails  to  allege  that 
the  lottery  set  up  by  tiie  defendants  was  for  money  or  anything  of 
value  is  defective.**  But,  as  a  general  rule,  the  indictment  or  informa- 
tion is  sufficient  to  withstand  a  motioD  to  quash  if  it  charges  the  offense 
in  the  language  of  the  statute,  or  in  terms  substantially  equivalent 
thereto ;  and  an  indictment  was  sustained  as  not  being  bad  for  duplicity 
in  charging  a  lottery,  schune  or  device  of  chance,  and  that  the  defend- 
ant printed,  published,  and  drculated  the  advertisement."  An  indict- 
ment charging  the  defendant  with  selling  a  lottery  ticket  or  tickets 
should  state  the  name  of  the  lottery  and  the  number  of  tickets  sold ; 
although  an  indictment  for  conspiring  to  sell  a  lottery  ticket  or  tickets 

7.  Onnes  v.  Dauchy,  82  N.  Y.  443,     Note:  64  L.BA.  171. 

37  Am.  Rep.  583  and  note.  10.  Note:  64  L.BA.  17L 

Note:  64  L.R.A.  170.  U-  State  v.  Shorts,  82  N.  J.  L.  398, 

8.  Note:  64  L.R.A.  170,  171.  90  Am.  Dec.  668. 

9.  RoseUe  t.  Farmeis*  Bank,  141  IS.  Note:  3  LAA.  403. 
Mo.  36,  39  S.  W.  274,  64  A.  S.  B. 

601. 
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ifl  good  without  further  description,  since  the  conspiracy,  which  is 
the  gravamen  or  gist  of  the  offense,  is  to  sell  lottery  tickets,  any  that 
the  defendants  can  sell,  and  not  of  any  particular  lottery  but  of  all ; 
and,  where  a  copy  of  die  ticket  is  set  forth  in  the  indictment,  no 
other  descriptive  avwments  are  necessary.^*  It  has  been  held,  how- 
ever, that  the  variance  in  spelling  a  name  on  a  lottery  ticket,  for  the 
selling  of  which  an  indictment  is  found,  is  fatal.'*  In  indictments 
for  the  sale  of  lottery  tickets,  it  has  been  declared  to  be  sufficient  to 
give  a  ^neral  description  of  the  ticket,  and  not  to  be  essential  to  set 
forth  the  purpose  of  the  lottery ;  '*  and  some  authorities  will  be  found 
in  support  of  the  position  that,  if  there  are  no  tickets  in  any  lottery 
which  are  not  within  the  prohibition  of  the  statute,  it  is  mere  sur- 
plusage to  describe  in  the  indictment  either  the  ticket  or  the  lottery, 
it  being  wholly  inunaterial  what  kind  of  ticket  is  sold  and  to  what 
lottery  it  belongs,  but  that,  if  there  are  any  tickets  in  any  lottery 
which  may  be  lawfully  sold,  it  ought  to  be  alleged  what  the  tickets 
are  or  at  least  to  what  lottery  they  belong,  so  that  it  may  be  seen 
whether  the  sale  is  lawful  or  not.'^  An  indictment  for  inserting  an 
advertisement  of  a  lottery  in  a  newspaper,  published  in  another  state 
but  circulated  in  the  state  whore  the  indictment  is  found,  is  bad  unless 
it  avers  that  the  defendant  was  concerned  in  the  circulation  in  the 
latter  state.*® 

23.  Evidence. — ^When  the  tendency  of  the  evidence  is  to  the  effect 

that  all  the  transactions  testified  to  as  having  occurred  on  a  certain 
day  are  parts  of  one  continuous  setting  up  and  promoting  of  a  lottery, 
the  prosecution  is  not  required  to  elect  some  transaction  complete  in 
'  itself  on  which  to  go  to  the  jury.'*  On  an  issue  involving  the  right 
to  maintain  a  lottery,  it  was  held  that  the  burden  was  on  the  party 
asserting  tlio  right  to  show  that  the  amount  authorized  had  not  yet 
been  raised.-"  When  the  lottery  ticket  set  out  in  an  indictment  does 
not  appear  on  its  face  to  be  a  ticket,  it  may  be  averred  and  proved 
as  such ; '  and  the  jury  has  the  undoubted  right  to  disregard  the  name 
and  indorsement  on  the  tickets  and  to  find  that  they  really  are  lottery 
tickets  and  not  what  they  profess  to  be  on  their  face.*  Evidence  of 
the  sale  of  pieces  of  paper  known  as  "policies,"  which  entitle  the 
purchaser  to  receive  money  on  the  happening  of  a  certain  contingency 
dependent  upon  the  drawing  of  numbers  in  a  lottery,  is  admissible 
under  an  indictment  charging  tiie  sale  of  a  lottery  ticket;  •  and  evi- 


13.  Com.  v.  Gillespie,  7  Serg.  &  R.  17.  State  v.  Moore,  63  N.  H.  9,  M 
(Pa.)  469, 10  Am.  Dec.  475.  Am.  Rep.  478. 

14.  Com.  V.  Thacher,  97  Mass.  583,  18.  Note:  3  L.R.A.  404. 
93  Am.  Dec.  125.  19.  Note:  3  L.R.A.  403. 

Note:  7  L.R.A.  603.  20.  Note:  7  L.R.A.  603. 

15.  Com.  V.  Qilleepie,  7  Serg.  A;  R.  1.  Note:  3  L.R.A.  404. 
(Pa.)  469, 10  Am.  Dec.  475.  «.  Note:  7  L.R.A.  604* 

16.  Note:  7  L.B.A.  603.  S.  Note:  8  L.B.A.  404. 
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dence  that  the  defendant  sold  a  slip  of  paper  bearing  certain  numbers 
which  represented  the  purchaser's  title  to  a  prize  which  might  be 
drawn  by  such  numbers  in  a  lottery,  or  game  of  chance  in  the  nature 
of  a  lottery,  then  intended  to  be  drawn,  is  suiHcient  to  sustain  a  con- 
viction* But  to  convict  for  the  sale  of  a  lottery  ticket  it  must  be 
proved  that  the  paper  offered  in  sale  represented  a  chance  in  a  lottery, 
although  the  character  of  the  ticket  and  intent  of  the  parties  may  be 
proved  by  similar  sales  shown  to  have  implied  a  lottery  venture.* 
Statutes  and  municipal  ordinances  which  make  the  mere  possession 
of  lottery  tickets,  etc.,  prima  fade  evidence  of  guilt  are  ccmsidered 
elsewhere* 

24.  Punishment. — The  punishment  for  a  violation  of  the  laws  pro- 
hibiting  lotteries  d^>end3,  of  course,  on  the  provisions  of  the  par- 
ticular statute  or  municipal  ordinance,  a  lottery  appearing  to  be  no 
offense  at  common  law.^  The  penalty  was  generally  not  so  severe 
under  earlier  statutes,  which  sometimes  imposed  only  a  fine,^  as 
it  is  under  statutes  of  a  more  recent  date  whereby  the  offense  of  con- 
ducting a  lottery,  etc.,  may  be  made  a  felony  with  imprisonment  in 
the  state  prison.*  There  are  some  municipal  ordinances,  however,  for 
the  suppression  of  lotteries,  which  treat  persons  guilty  of  their  viola- 
tion only  as  minor  offenders.** 

4.  Notes:  3  L.B.A.  404  ;  7  L.BX  v.  State,  2  Tel.  App.  610, 28  Am.  Rep. 


7.  Becker  v.  WUcox,  81  Neb.  476,  L.R.A.  505. 
116  N.  W.  160,  129  A.  S.  R.  690,  16     10.  State  v.  Voaa,  40  La.  Ann.  444, 


8.  Hndelson  v.  State,  94  Ind.  426,  Eameta,  36  Ore.  261,  60  Pae.  394,  78 
48  Am.  R«p.  171;  Stota  v.  Clarke,  33  A.  S.  R.  775. 
N.  H.  320,  66  Am.  Dee.  723:  Holoman 

13<1 


604. 


6.  Note:  7  L.BA.  604 
6.  See  supra,  par.  7. 


439. 

9.  People  V.  McPhee,  139  Jlich.  687, 
103  N.  W.  174,  5  Ann.  Gas.  835,  69 


L.R.A.(N.S.)  571  and  note. 


21  So.  696,  62  A.  S.  R.  653;  Ex  parte 
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Abandoned  property,  see  Lost,  mis- 
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Accomplice  testimony,  78 

Acdon  against  thief,  91 

Acts  of  another,  22-24 

Admissions  and  declarations,  77 

Animals  — 
Description  in  indictment,  58 
Estrays  as  subjects  of  larceny,  35 
Killing  as  asportation,  22 
Snbjects  of  larceny,  31-33 

Animus  f  urandi,  see  Intent 

Asportation,  see  Carrying  away 

Assumpsit  against  thief,  93 

Attempt  to  commit  larceny,  7 

Bailments  — 
Appropriation  by  bailee  as  lar- 
ceny, 42 

Taking  by  bailor  from  bailee  as 

larceny,  23 
Bank  notes  — 

Description  in  indictment,  57 

Subjects  of  larceny,  29 
Bees  as  subjects  of  larceny,  31 
Bill  of  particulars,  79 
Bills  and  notes  — 

Proof  of  value,  66 

Subjects  of  larceny,  29 
Borrowing  property  with  feloniouB 

intent,  17,  27-28 
Breaking  bulk  by  carrier  as  larceny, 

43 

Carrying  away  — 
Control  of  article  by  thief,  20 
Extent  of  removal,  20 
Killing  or  destroying  animal,  22 
Necessity  to  constitute  crime,  19 
Piekpoekflt  easea,  21 
Benoral  from  premises,  20 
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Carryii^  sway  —  continued. 
Retention  of  possession  by  tfaief, 
20-21 

Sufficiency  to  constitute  crime,  19 
Superseding  possession  of  owner, 
19 

Things  severed  from  freehdd,  33 
Carrying  stolen  goods  from  one 

countiy  to  another,  .47 
Cats  as  subjects  of  larceny,  31 
Chandeliers  in  house  as  subjects  of 

larceny,  34 
Character  of  crime  — 

Felony,  4 

Offense  against  property,  4 
Checks  — 

Subjects  of  laieei^,  29 

Value  for  determimng  degree  of 
larceny,  6 
Children  — 

Capacity  to  commit  larceny,  41 

Instrument  of  taking,  11 
Choses  in  action  as  s^jects  in  lar- 

ceny,  29 
Civil  rights  — 

Action  against  thief,  91 

Action  against  third  person,  92 

Title  of  innocent  purchaser,  90 
Clams  in  bed  as  snbjects  of  larceny, 

31 

Communis   property   taken  with 

consent  of  wif^  12 
Confessions  in  evidence,  76 
Consent  of  owner  as  defense,  49 
Constructive  taking,  9 
Contract  for  return  of  proper^,  95 
Converaion  by  bailee  as  laremy,  42- 

46 

Corporal  ponishment  for  petit  lar- 
ceny, • 
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Coteoants,  larceny  as  against  eadi 

other,  23 
CooDties,  see  Jturisdietion 
Crops  as  subjeets  of  Umsoiy,  34 
Cmel  and  mmsual  pmishment,  82 
Deception  in  obtaining  possessionf  9 
Defenses  — 

Consent  of  owner,  4S 

Former  jeopardy^  50 

Insti^on  Dy  third  persons,  49 

Intozieataon,  48 

Kleptomania,  48 

Military  orders,  49 

Retnming  property  to  owner,  49 

Solicitation  for  purpose  of  trap- 
ping thief,  49 
DeOnitimis — 

Larcoty,  4 

Lost  property,  35 

RecetTtDg  stolen  goods,  83 

Taking,  9 
D^jees  of  larceny,  6 
Depriving  owner  of  pomession,  10 
Destrojring  animal  as  carrying  away, 

22 

Destmction  of  property  — 
Concealment  of  eviduiee  of  guilt, 
10 

Purpose  of  taking,  10 
Distinctions  — 
Embezzlement,  7 
False  pretenses,  8 
Bobbmy,  8 
Dogs  as  sub  jects  of  larceny,  32 
Domestic  animals  as  subjects  of  lar- 
ceny, 31 
Drunkenness  as  defense,  48 
Duress  as  means  of  obtaining  posses- 
sion, 18 

Electricity  as  subject  of  larceny,  34 
Elements  of  offense  (see  also  Carry- 
ing away;  Intent;  Taking)  — 

Asportation,  19-22 

Carrying  away,  19-22 

Good  faith  on  part  of  taker,  26 

Goods  of  another,  22 

Intent,  24-29 

Ejiowledge  of  ownership,  ^ 
Lucri  causa,  9 
Ownership  of  things  stolen, 
Pecuniary  advantage,  9 
Taking,  9-19 
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Temporary  sppropriatioB,  S7 

Tieqtass,  10 
EmbesEtttnent   di^^jngniahyl  Irom 

larceny,  7 
Esswtia!  elements,  see  Elements  of 

offense 

Estr^  as  anbjeets  of  laxemy,  36 

Evidence  — 
Aee<Hnpliee  testimony,  78 
Admissibility  genaraUy,  63 
Admissiona,  76 

Circumstantial  evidmee  of  eorpns 

delicti,  64 
Coiwetency,  63 
Confessions,  76 
Corpus  delicti,  64 
Financial  condition  of  accused,  68 
Intent,  68 

Judicial  notice  of  value  of  money, 
66 

Opinion  evidence  as  to  value,  07 
Ownership  of  property  stolai,  67 
Pmsession  of  stolen  goods,  64,  TI- 
TS 

Proof  of  other  offenses,  T5 
Reedving  stolen  goods,  87-89 
Res  gestae,  77 

Value  ef  stolen  property,  65-67 
Evidences  of  debt  as  subjeets  of  lar- 
ceny, 29 

Expert  evidence  as  to  value,  67 
Explaining    possession    of  stolen 

goods,  74 
Fuse  pretenses  distioguiahed  from 

larceny,  8 
Fear  as  means  of  obtaining  posses- 
sion, 18 
Felonious  intent,  see  Intent 
Ferrets  as  sabjeots  of  larceny,  31 
Financial  condition  of  accused,  68 
Finding  k>st  property,  see  Lost,  mis* 

laid  and  abandon ed  property 
Firewood  as  subject  of  larceny,  34 
Fish  as  subjects  of  larceny,  31 
Fixtures  as  subjects  of  larceny,  34 
Foif;ed  bank  bul  as  subject  of  lar* 
ceny,  29 

Former  jeopardy  as  defense,  50 

Foxes  as  subjoits  of  larceny,  31 

Fraud- 
Gambling  game  or  device,  19 
Mode  of  obtaining  possession,  9 
Title  obtained  by  fraud,  14 

Trvit  on  trees  as  subjects  of  larceny, 
34 
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of  obtaining  possesBira,  19 
Gambling  pBittphemalia  as  snbjeeto 

of  larceny,  35 
Gas  as  subject  of  larceny,  34 
Oood  faith  on  part  of  taker,  26 
Grand  larceny,  6 

Hiring  property  with  fdonioos  in- 
tent, 17 

Husband  and  wife  — 
Taking  wife's  goods  as  larceny,  40 
Taking  with  consent  of  owner's 
wife,  12 

Identification  of  stolen  money,  65 
Impersonation  as  means  of  obtaining 

possession,  18 
Indictments  — 

AwIwiaIh^  description,  58 
Bank  bills^  deseription,  57 
Charging  two  or  more  offenses,  63 
Common  law  form,  sofflcieney,  52 
Description  of  property,  64 
Duplicity,  53 

F(mowing  words  of  statute,  52 
Honey,  deseription,  57 
Name     artide  stolen,  56 
Ownership  of  things  stolen,  54, 
60-63 

Requisites  generally,  52 

Several  articles  belonging  to  dif- 

fermt  owners,  54 
Statutory  provisions  as  to  descrip- 
tion of  property,  59 
Value  of  things  stolen,  59 

Infanta,  see  Children 

Injni^  to  property  as  porpoae  of 
taking,  10 

Insane  person  as  instrument  of  tak- 
ing, 11 

Inrt^tion  as  defnis^  49 

Insbuctions,  79 

Intent  — 
Attempt  to  commit  larceny,  7 
Bailor  taking  from  bail^,  23 
Borrowing   without  permianon, 
27-28 

D^irauding  employor,  26 
Deprivation  of  owner  permmnent- 

Destruction  of  property,  10 
Evidence,  67 

Bztent  of  deprivation  intended,  25 
lUonions  intent  as  element  of  lar^ 

oeny,  24 
E^der  of  lost  property,  36 
Good  faith  on  part  of  taker,  26 


LARCENY  —  eomtimuti. 
Intent  —  oomtimud. 
Holding  for  reward,  28 
Honest  belief  of  ownenh^  26 
Injury  to  proper^,  10 
Locri  causa,  9 

Owner  parting  with  property,  15 

Pecuniary  advantage,  9 

Pledging  property  with  intent  of 
redeeming  and  reatcning  to  own- 
er, 25 

Publicity  of  taking  a>  evidenee  of 
honest  intent,  27 

Question  of  faet,  25 

Receiving  proper^  delivered  b7 
mistake,  17 

Retaking  property  sold  under  du- 
ress, 23 

Reward  as  objeot  of  taking,  28 
Taking  article  for  temporary  nse, 
27-28 

Temporary  appropriation,  27 

Time  of  formation,  25 
Intoxicating  liqtuns  as  snbjeots  of 

larceny,  35 
Intoxicati<m  as  defense,  48 
Jaiat  ownm,  larceny  as  gainst  each 

other,  23 

Judicial  notice  of  value  of  money,  66 
Jurisdiction  — 

Carrying  stden  goods  to  another 

county,  46 
Currying  stolen  goods  to  another 

state,  46  . 
Place  of  taking  as  place  of  prose- 
cuting, 45 
Key  in  lock  of  house  door  as  subject 

of  larceny,  34 
Killing  animal  as  earrying  away,  22 
Kinds  of  larceny,  6 
Kleptomania  as  defense,  48 
Limitation  of  action  to  recover  stol- 
en goods,  94 
Lost,  mislaid  and  abandoned  prop- 
arty—; 
Advertising  for  owner,  38 
Animals  eetray,  35,39 
Clothes  on  dead  body  cast  up  by 
sea,  36 

Definition  of  lost  property,  % 
Goods  found  in  highway,  38 
Indications  of  ownership  of  arti- 
cle found,  38 
Intent  of  finder,  36 
Knowledge  of  &ider  as  to  owner- 
ship, 38 
Measures  to  diseovar  owiw,  38 


Digitized  by 


Goo 


1246 


IHDEX 


LARCENY  —  eontinutd. 
hoet,  DUBlaid  and  abandoned  prop- 
erty—  eontimued. 
Mislaid  articles,  39 
Search  for  owner,  38 
Subjects  of  larcraiy,  36 
Things  concealed  in  another  arti- 
cle, 38 
Wrecks  at  sea,  36 
Lneri  causa,  9 

Manare  as  subject  of  larceny,  34 
Market  value  of  stolen  prop^ty,  66 
Master  and  servant,  see  Servants 
Military  orders  as  defense,  49 
Minerals  as  subjects  of  larceny,  33 
Mislaid  property,  see  Lost,  nuslaid 

and  abandoned  property 
Mistake,  intent  in  receiving  property 

delivered  by  mistake,  17 
Money  — 

Description  in  indictment,  57 

Judicial  notice  of  value,  66 
Monkeys  as  subjects  of  larceny,  31 
Natore  of  crime,  see  Character  of 

crime 

Notes  as  subjects  of  larceny,  29 
Offense  against  right  of  property,  4 
Open  taking,  11 

Opinion  evidence  as  to  value,  67 
Orders  as  subjects  of  larceny,  29 
Other  offenses,  proof  of,  75 
Ownership,  see  Blements  of  offense; 

Indictments 
Oysters  in  bed  as  subjects  of  larceny, 

31 

Participants  in  crime,  6 
Partnership,  firm  proporty  taken  by 

partner,  23 
Pecuniary  drcumstanees  <»f  accnsed, 

68 

Permanent  deprivation  of  owner,  10 
Persons  who  may  commit  larceny  — 

Agento,  43-45 

Bailees,  42 

Bailor  taking  from  bailee,  23 

Carriers,  43  . 
Children,  41 
Corporations,  41 
General  owner,  23 
Husband  and  wife  inter  se,  40 
Infants,  41 
Joint  owners,  23 
Owner  of  property,  23 
Partner  as  to  partnership  proper- 
ty, 23 

Pledgor  taking  from  pledgee,  24 


LARCEKT  —  conUnmed. 
Persons  -who  may  commit  lamoi^  — 
continued. 
Relationship  of  parties,  41'-45 
Servants,  43-45 
Petit  larceny,  6 

Pickpocket  eases,  elonent  of  aspor- 
tation, 21 
Place  of  commission  of  offimse,  4 
Place  of  taking,  see  Juriadietion 
Pledge  (see  also  Intent)  — 

Tudng  by  pledgor  from  pledgee 
as  larceny,  24 
Possession  (see  also  Taking  as  ele- 
ment of  offense)  — 

Evidence  of  guilt,  71-75 
Poverty  of  acci^ed,  68 
Presence  of  thief  at  commission  <^ 

crime,  11 
Principals  and  accessories,  6 
Privacy  in  taking,  11 
Proof  of  other  offenses,  75 
Property  (see  also  Subjects  of  lar- 
ceny) — 

Larceny  as  offense  against,  4 
Prosecutions  (see  also  Defenses)  — 

Corpus  debeti,  64 

Evidence,  63 

Identification  of  property,  65 
Indictment,  52 
Jurisdiction,  45-48 
Trial,  63 
Variance,  69 

Publicity  of  taking  aa  evidence  of 
honest  intent,  27 

Punishment  — 
Common  law,  82 
Corporal  punishment,  82 
Cruel  and  unusual  punishment,  82 
Petit  larceny  at  common  law,  6 

Purchaser  of  atol&a  good^  title,  90 

Railroad  tickets  as  subjects  of  lar- 
ceny, 29 

Rails  in  fences  as  subjects  in  lareenv, 
34 

Real  property  as  subject  of  larceny, 

33 

Receiving  stolen  goods  — 
Definition,  83 
Evidence,  85,  87-89 
Goods  stolen  in  another  state  or 

country,  85 
Guilty  knowledge  of  accused,  84, 

85 

Nature  of  crime,  83 
Participation  in  larceny,  recaving 
goods,  84 
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la&RCENT  —  eontintted. 
Recent  posBession  of  stolen  goods,  73 
Beeovery  of  stolen  goods,  91<4)5 
Relationship  of  parties  as  affeeting 

criminality,  41 
Renioval,  see  Carrying  awi^ 
Res  gestae,  77 

Retiffn  of  property  to  owner  as  de- 


Betnin  of  stolen  property,  emtraet, 
95 

Reward,  holding  property  for,  28 
Bobbery  distinguished  from  larceny, 
8 

Secret  in  taking,  11 

Servant^  sq»propriation  by  senrant 
as  larran^,  43-45 

Several  articles  taken  at  same  time, 
a^;regate  value,  6 

Severance  of  thing  attached  to  free- 
hold, 33 

Simple  larceny,  6 

Subjects  of  larceny  (see  also  Lost, 
mislaid  and  abandoned  prop- 
erty) — 

Abandoned  proper^,  35-40 

Acts  of  another,  22-24 

Animals,  31-33 

Bank  notes,  29 

Bees,  31 

Bills  and  notes,  29 
Cats,  31 

Chandeliers  attached  to  honae,  34 

Checks,  29 
Choses  in  action,  29 
Clams  in  bed,  31 
Crops,  34 
Dogs,  32 

Domestic  animals,  31 
Eleofrieity,  34 
Evidences  of  debt,  29 
Ferrets,  31 
Firewood,  34 
Fisli  in  water,  31 
Fixtures,  34 
Forged  bank  bill,  29 
Foses,  31 
Fruit  on  trees,  34 
Gambling  paraphernalia,  36 
Gas,  34 

Intoxicating  liquors  ill^ally  kept, 

35 

Key  in  lock  of  house  door,  34 
Lost  property,  35-40 
Manure,  34 
Minerals  in  earth,  33 
Mislaid  property,  35-40 


LARCEKT  —  eoNttmied. 
Snlneets  oi  laiesiqr  —  SDiitJiwirf. 
Htmksys^  31 
Orders,  29 
Oysters  in  bad,  SX 
F^perty  kept  for  illsgal  pur- 
poses, 35 
Railroad  tiekets,  29 
Rails  in  fmees,  34 
Real  estate  and  things  incidat  to 
it,  33 

Things  severed  from  freehold,  33 
Trees,  33-S4 

Turpentine  collected  in  bezes,  33 
ValnaUe  thing,  29 
Water  in  pipes,  34 
Weapons  UlegaUy  kept,  35 
Wild  uiimals,  31 

Takii^  and  bedding  for  reward  as 
larceny,  28 

Taking  as  dement  of  offense  — 
Actual  possesmon,  9 
Actual  taking,  11 
Against  will  of  owner,  12 
Borrowing  proper^  with  fdrai- 

ous  intoit,  17 
Character  of  act,  9 
Child  as  innocent  agent,  11 
Community  property  taken  wiUi 

consent  of  wife^  12 
Consent  of  child  of  owner,  12-13 
Consent  of  insane  pwson,  12-13 
Consent  of  owner's  wife,  12 
ConstruetiTe  possession  of  owner, 
10 

Constructive  taking,  9 
Converting   hired    or  borrowed 

property,  17 
Deception  in  obtaining  prasession, 

9 

Definition  of  taking,  9 

Duress  of  owner,  18 

Felonious  conversion  after  wrong- 
ful taking,  12 

Fraud  in  obtaining  possessioo,  9, 
13 

Qambling  game  or  device,  19 
Hiring  property  with  fctonions  in- 
tent, 17 

Impersonation  oi  third  pers(»i,  18 
Luune  person  as  agent  ot  thief,  11 
Lneri  cansa,  9 

Honey  ddivered  for  particular 

purpose,  15 
Open  taking,  11 

Peeuniazy  advantage  as  object,  9 
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LARCENT  —  eoniimt€d. 
Takbg  as  elemait  of  (dhut — etm- 
tinued. 

Posonal  presenoe  of  thief,  11 
Place  of  taking  as  mato-ial,  11 
Poesession  obtained  tor  partienlar 

purpose,  15 

Private  taking,  11 

Procurement  by  third  pezson,  11 

Property  delivered  by  17 

Publicity  as  evidence  of  honest  in- 
tent, 27 

Purpose  of  taking,  9 

Secret  taking,  11 

Severance  of  thing  from  freehold, 
33 

Threats  as  meana  of  obtaining 

property,  18 
Title  obtained  by  fraud,  14 
Trespass,  10 

Trick  in  obtaining  possession,  9 
Temporary  appropriation  as  lar- 
ceny, 27 

Things  stolen,  see  Subjects  of  lar- 
ceny 

Threats  as  means  of  obtaining  pos- 
session, 18 
Time  — 

Carrying  away  things  severed 
from  freehold,  33 

Formation  of  intent,  25 
Title  obtained  by  fraud,  14 
Title  of  innocent  purchaser,  90 
Trees  as  subjects  of  larceny,  33-34 
Trick  in  obtaining  possession,  9,  13 
Trover  to  recover  property  stolen, 

93 

Turpentine  as  subject  of  laroeny,  33 

Value  — 

Averment  in  indictment,  59 
Criterion  of  grand  larceny,  6 
Determining  grade  of  offense,  66 
Opinion  evidence,  67 
Proof,  65-67 
Subject  of  larceny,  29 

Variance,  69 

Vmue,  see  Jarisdiction 

Verdict,  80 

Wager  on  pretended  event  as  means 
of  obtaining  possession,  19 

Water  as  subject  of  larceny,  34 

WealOi  ctf  accused,  68 

Weapons  aa  subjects  of  larceny,  35 

Whipping  as  ponisbment  for  p^t 
larceny,  6 

Who  may  commit  larceny,  see  Per- 
sons who        eommit  larceny 


LABCENT  —  eomtimud. 
Witt  taking  husband's  goods  aa  lai^ 
eeny,  40 

Wild  animals  as  subjeeta  of  iareeny, 

31 

Winning  mon^  on  game  by  finod, 

19 

Witaesses,  owner  as  necessary  wiU 

ness,  63 

Wrecked  property  as  rabjeet  ot  lar- 
oeny, 33 


LEVY  AMD  8EIZVBB  — 

Abstract  books  as  subject  to  levy, 
110 

Abuse  of  process,  171 

Aeeoonts  and  account  books  as  sub- 
ject to  levy,  110 

Adverse  possession,  daimantfs  right 
as  subject  to  levy,  153 

Alteration  of  levy  and  return,  227 

Amendment  of  return,  229 

Animals  on  range  aa  subject  to  levy, 
191 

Appraisement  — 
Appointment  of  appraisers,  210 
Necessity,  208 

Assignments  for  benefits  of  credi- 
tors, levy  on  assigned  property, 
140 

Attachment  — 

Control  of  writ,  171 

Definition,  102 
Bailment  as  giving  bailee  leviable 

interest,  154 
Bank  bills  as  subject  to  levy,  106 
Bankrupt's  proper^  as  subject  to 

levy,  140 
Bills  and  notes  — 

Liability'to  levy,  128 

Mode  of  levy,  193 
Bonds  (see  also  Forthcoming  or  de- 
livery bonds)  — 

Mode  of  levy  on,  193 
Book  accounts  aa  subject  to  levy, 

127 

Breaking  open  doors  to  make  levy, 

177-179 
Buildings  — 
Le^  on  building  separate  from 

land,  112 
Levy  on  property  in  building,  188 
Seizure  of  building  as  levy  on 
contents,  189 
Canal  property  as  subject  to  levy. 
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LETT  AND  SEIZURE  —  continued. 
Cattla  an  range,  mode  cd  Utry  on, 
191 

Oiaritable  eorpontioDS,  property  aa 

ezonpt  from  levy,  1S2 
Chsttel  mortgages  (see  also  tfort- 
gages)  — 
Intorest  of  mortgagor  in  ehattel, 
134-136 

Levy  on  chattd  in  mortgagee's 
poasession,  136 

Payment  of  mortgage  debt,  136 
Choses  in  action  — 

Liability  to  levy,  127-132 

Mode  of  levy,  193 
Clmrch  property  as  ttempt  firom 

levy,  152 
Cellateral  attack  on  levy,  216 
Colleges,  Bcholanhip  as  snbjeet  to 

levy,  109 
C<mimingled  goods,  levy  on,  203 
Confusion  of  debtor's  goods  with 

other  goods,  203 
Consent  to  lei^,  efEect^  188 
Constable  as  anthonsed  to  make 

levy,  174 

Constructive  seitore  as  snffieieiit,  180 
Contingent  interests  as  snhject  to 

levy,  U4 
Contractual  interest  as  snbjeot  to 

levy,  154-162 
Contradicting  retom,  233 
Control  of  execution,  171 
Conveyances,  see  Deeds 
Copyxi^t,  levy  oa,  109 
Coroner  as  anUiorized  to  mate  levy, 

173-174 
Gorporatitnis  — 

Bonds  of  corporation  as  subject 
to  levy,  131 

Franchises  and  property  as  sub- 
ject  to  levy,  144-152 

Property  subject  to  levy,  144-152 

Stock  as  subject  to  levy,  129,  192 
Cotenancies,  levy  on,  167 
County  property  as  exempt  from 

levy,  145 
Crops,  mode  of  levy  on,  189 
Curtesy  as  subject  to  levy,  120 
Cttstodia  legis,  see  Prop^y  snbjeet 

to  levy 
Custody  of  property  — 

Chuige  of  possession,  234 

Continued  posseasiou  by  ofBcer  or 
agent,  234 

Delivery  to  recnptor,  287-243 
B.  C.  L.  Vol.  XVII.— 79. 


LEVT  AND  SEIZURE  —  eowtimud. 
Custody  <d  property  —  conltmMd. 
F(»the<uning  or  delivery  bonds, 
242-253 

PoesQsium  permitted  to  remain 

with  debtor,  236 
Releasing  xoeeiptor,  237-242 
Debts  as  sab jeets  to  lervy,  128 
Decedent's  estates — 
Interest  of  heir  or  devisee  in  de- 
cedents land,  164 
Legatee's  interest,  165 
Levy  under  writ  against  represen- 
tative, 163 
Declaration  by  offlesr  aa  emtitiiting 
levy,  186 

Deed  b^ore  record  as  creating  levia- 
ble interert,  117 

DefinitiMis  — 
Attaefament,  102 
I^,  102 

Ddivery  bond,  see  Forthcoming  or 
delivery  bonds 

Deputy  sheriff  as  authorised  to  mats 
levy,  178 

Deviwe's    interest    in  deeedents 

land,  104 
Dower  as  subject  to  levy,  129 
Effect  of  levy-* 

Lien  created,  2L2 

Property  in  enatodia  ksis^  9Sa 

Rights  of  dehtOT  idone  aflssML 
211-212 

Rights   of   olBcor  in  property 
seized,  216 

SatisfaetiiKL  of  execution,  213 
EntiretieB,  levy  on,  168 
Equitable  interests  — 

Common  law  rule,  121 

Uses  and  trusts,  122 
E^^y  of  redemption,  levy  on,  132, 

E^ppal  — 
Contradicting  return,  238 
Forthcoming  bond,  246,  248 

Evidence,  see  Return 

Excessive  levies,  206 

Exchangee,  seat  as  subject  to  levy, 
109 

Execution  of  writ,  see  Making  of 

levy 

Executors  and  administrators,  see 

Decedents'  estates 
Executory  interests  as  snbjeet  to 

levy,U9 

Exemptions,  see  Property  subject  to 
levy 
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LEVY  AND  SEIZURE  —  eontimted. 
Expectancy  in  real  estate  as  snbjeet 

to  levy,  118 
Factors  — 

Levy  on  goods  eonsumd,  155 
Ferry  franchise  as  snbjeet  to  levy, 

144 

Fidnciary  property,  see  Trusts 
Fire  engines  as  exempt,  146 
Fixtures  — 

Liability  to  levy,  112 

Mode  of  levy,  191 
Forcible  entry  of  premises  to  make 

levy,  177-179 
Fortbeoming  or  delivery  bonds  — 

Contesting   defendant's  title  to 
property,  248 

Defects  in  bond,  249 

Effect  generally,  243-246 

Estoppel  to  question  legality  d 
levy,  246 

Excuses  for  failnze  to  «iiDpIy  with 
terms,  246 

Irr^rnlarities,  249 

Hisrecitals  in  boad,  249 

Natnre  of  bond,  242 

Persons  liable  on  bond,  250 

Sureties,  251-253 
Franchises,  leviable  character,  144 
Fraud  — 

Conduct  of  office:  making  levy, 
177 

Use  of  writ  for  fraudulent  pur- 
poses, 171 

Vacating  levy  for  fraud,  217 
Growing  crops,  see  Crops 
Heir's  interest  in  decedent's  land, 

164 

Homesteads,  170 
House  on  land  of  another,  112 
Husband's  interest  in  wife's  proper- 
ty, 169 

Indemnification  of  sheriff  for  wrong- 
ful levy,  172 

Indorsement  on  writ  as  anffleient 
levy,  187 

Injustice  as  ground  for  vacating 

levy,  217 
Insolvent's  property,  140 
Insurance,  surrender  value  of  pdky, 

127 

Interest  in  officer  making  levy,  174 
Intoxicating  liquors,  108 
Inventory  — 

Constructive  possession  efEeeted  by 
inventory,  186-187 

Nee«e8ity,208 


EVY  AND  SEIZURE  —  eonttiitml. 
Irv^olarities  (see  abo  YaeatiM  mi 
release  of  levy)  — 
Fortbeoming  bonds,  249 
Joint  estates,  levy  on^  167 
Joint  executions,  selection  of  prop- 
erty for  levy,  202 
Judgments  as  subject  to  levy,  131 
Landlord  and  tenant  (see  also  Lease- 
holds) — 
Fixtures  as  subject  to  levy,  112- 
113 

Interest  in  growing  crops,  157 
Leaseholds  as  subject  to  levy,  166 

Leaseholds  (see  also  Ludlovd  and 
tenant)  — 
Mode  of  levy  on,  191 

Lessee's  interest  in  leased  personal- 
ty as  subject  to  levy,  114 

Leviable  property,  see  Property  sub- 
ject to  levy 

Licenses  as  subject  to  levy,  109 

Lien  created  by  levy,  212 

Locked  receptacles,  levy  on  eontento, 
191 

Machinery,  mode  of  levy  on,  181 
Making  of  levy  — 

Actual  seizure,  180 

Breaking  doors,  177-179 

Cattle  on  range,  191 

Commingled  goods,  203 

Consent  to  levy,  effect,  188 

Constable  as  aothorized  to  act,  174 

Constructive  seiznre,  180 

Contents  of  sealed  packages  and 
locl^  receptacles,  191 

Control  of  writ,  171 

Coroner  as  authorized  to  aet,  17^ 
174 

Crops,  188 

Declaration  by  (riOBeer,  186 
Deputy  sheriif  as  antborised  to 

act,  173 
Diligence  of  sbcrilE,  176 
Fixtures,  191 

Forcible   entnum  of  premises, 

177-179 

Frandulent  meana  of  making  levy, 
177 

Fraudulent  use  of  writ,  171 
Growing  crops,  189 
Indemo^cation  of  sheriff,  172 
Indorsement  on  writ  as  sufficient 

levy,  187 
Interest  of  officer  in  proceeding, 

174 

Invmtoiy  of  goods  levied  on,  186 
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UBVT  AND  SKIZURE  —  continued. 
Making  of  levy  —  continued. 
Joint  fficeentions,  202 
Leaseholds,  191 
Machinery  in  building,  191 
Manner  of  levy  on  realty,  194 
Manner  of  levy  subject  to  plain- 
tiff's control,  171 
Uanuol  possession  of  personalty, 
181 

Mode  of  levy  on  personalty,  179 
Mortgaged  chattels,  191 
Nighttime,  176 

Officers  authorized  to  act,  173 
OfficOTs  interested  in  exeeating 

writ,  174 
Oppressive  use  of  writ,  171 
Order  of  levy  of  several  ezMU- 

tions,  17ft-177,  201 
Overt  act,  185 
Paper  le^,  180,  189 
Partial  seizure,  188 
Pen  and  ink  levy,  189 
Person  to  make  levy,  173 
Physical  seizure  of  chattels,  181 
Pledged  chattels,  191 
Proolamation  by  officer,  186 
Property  already  in  sberifTs  eua- 

tody,  180 
Property  in  building,  188 
Property  taken  from  person  of 

one  arrested  for  crime,  177 
Public  act  as  essential,  185 
Removal  of  personalty  levied  on, 

182 

Return  by  sheriff  as  showing  tune 
of  levy,  175 

Return  day  as  limiting  time^  175 

Secret  levy,  185 

Selection  of  property,  201-208 

Seizure  of  building  as  levy  on 
contents,  189 

Sheriff  as  subject  to  plaintiff's  di- 
rections, 171 

Sufficiency  of  levy  on  personalty, 
179 

Sufficiency  of  levy  on  realty,  194 
Sunday  levy,  176 
Territorial  lindte  of  sheriff^s  au- 
thority, 174 
'  Time,  175 

Time  as  sabject  to  plaintiff's  con- 
trol, 171 

Unlawful  means  of  making  levy, 

177 

Viewing  property,  184 
Mannseripts  as  sabject  to  levy,  109 


LEVY  AND  SEIZURE  —  continued. 
Money  as  subject  to  levy,  106, 139 
Mortgages  (see  also  dhattel  mort- 


Equity  of  redemption,  132 
Interest  of  mortgagee  in  land,  134 
Mortgagee's  right  to  levy  on  re- 
demption, 133 
Mortgagor's  interest  in  property, 
132 

Trust  deed  to  secure  debts,  137 
Municipal  corporations  — 

Levy  on  property  of  inhabitants 

for  debts  of  town,  147 
Property  as  exempt  from  levy, 

145 

Necessity  of  levy,  103 
Night  as  time  of  making  levy,  176 
Notes  as  subject  to  levy,  128 
Notes,  mode  of  levy  on,  193 
Notice  of  levy  on  realty,  197 
Nulla  bona,  return  of,  226 
Officers,  see  Making  of  levy;  Sher- 
iffs 

Oppression  as  ground  for  vacating 

levy,  217 
Oppr^ive  use  of  writ,  171 
Order  of  levy  of  several  executions, 

176-177,  201 
Overt  act  in  making  levy,  186 
Paper  levy,  180 

Parks  and  squares  as  exempt,  145 
Partial  seizure  of  goods  levied  on, 
188 

Partnership,  levy  on  firm  property 
for  debts  of  partner,  215 

Patents,  levy  on,  109 

Payment  of  judgment  before  levy, 
175 

Personal  privileges  as  sabjeeta  to 

levy,  109 
Personal  property  — 

Actual  or  constructive  seiznre  as 
essential,  180 

CatUe  on  range,  mode  of  levy,  191 

Corporate  stock,  192 

Fixtures,  191 

Leaseholds,  191 

Leviable  property,  104r-106 

Locked  receptades,  levy  on  con- 
tents, 191 

Machinery,  191 

Manner  of  levy,  179 

Manual  possession  of  officer,  181 

Mortgaged  chattels,  191 

Particular  interests  or  estates  in 
personalty,  114 
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LEVY  AND  SEIZURK  —  continued. 
Personal  property  —  eomfimud. 
Pledged  chattels,  191 
Removal  as  essential  to  levy,  182 
Sealed  packages,  levy  on  contents, 
191 

Sa£Bciency  of  levy,  179 
View  as  essential  to  levy,  184 
Person  to  make  levy,  173 
Pews  as  exempt,  152 
Physical  seizure  of  chattels,  181 
Pledged  chattels,  138 
Possessory^  interest,  152-154 
Proi^mation  by  officer  making  lery, 
186 

Property  subject  to  levy  (see  also 
Decedents'  estates;  Personal 
property;  Real  property)  — 

Abstract  books,  110 

Account  books,  110 

Bailee  in  possession,  154 

Bank  bills,  106 

Bankrupt's  estate,  140 

Bills  and  notes,  128 

Bonds,  131 

Building  on  land  of  another,  112 
Charitable  corporations,  152 
Chattels  generally,  104-106  . 
Cboses  in  action,  127-132 
Church  bell  temporarily  remoracl 

from  belfry,  113 
Claim  to  property  held  adversely, 

152 

Contingent  interests,  114 

Contractual  interest,  154-162 

Copyrights,  109 

Corporate  bonds,  131 

Corporate  franchises  and  prop- 
erty, 144-152 

Co-tenancies,  167 

County  property,  145 

Cropper's  interest  under  cropping 
contract,  158 

Curtesy,  120 

Debts,  127-128 

Decedents'  estates,  163-166 

Dower,  120 

Entireties,  168 

Equitable  interest,  121-127 

Equities  of  redemption,  133 

Fire  apparatus,  146 

Fixtures,  112 

Franchises,  144 

Goods  consigned  for  sale,  165 

Homesteads,  170 

House  on  land  of  aoothn',  112 


LEVY  AND  SEIZURE  —  eomtimtd. 
Property   sabjeet   to  kirj—eom- 

tinued. 

Husband's  intereet  in  wife's  prop- 
arty,  169 

Insurance  policy,  127 

Intoxicating  liquors,  108 

Joint  estates,  167 

Judgment  debtor's  right  to 
deem,  162 

Judgments,  131 

Landlord's  interest  ia  growuf 

crops,  157 
Leaseholds,  166 

Leasee's  interest  in  leased  person- 
alty, 114 

Licenses,  109 

Manuscripts,  109 

Materials  used  in  eonstraction, 
156 

Money,  106 

Money  collected  on  execution,  139 
Mortgaged  property,  132-138 
Municipal  property,  145 
Notes,  128 

Parka  and  squares,  145 
Particular  interests  or  estates  in 

personalty,  114 
Patents  for  inventions,  109 
Personal   possession  or  use  by 

debtor,  107 
Personal  privil^es,  109 
Personal  property  generally,  104- 

106 

Pledged  chattels,  138 
Possessory  interests,  152-154 
Property  in  custodia  l^is,  139- 
144 

Public  lands,  170 

Public  lands,  claims  and  improve 

ments  by  settlers,  152-153 
Public  propraty,  145 
Public  service  corporations,  148 
Purchaser  at  execution  sale,  161 
Quasi  public  corporations,  148 
Real  estate,  115-121 
Religions  corporations,  152 
Remainder  or  reversion  in  lirc 

chattel,  114 
Rolling  stock  of  railroads,  150 
8afe  deposit  boxes,  lOO 
Scholarship  in  coll^,  109 
School-houses,  145 
Seat  in  stock  exchange,  109 
Shares  of  stock,  129 
State  property,  145 
Streets,  146 
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LEVY  AND  SEIZURE  —  continued. 
Roperty   subject   to   levy  —  con- 
tinued. 
Tenancies  in  com^n*  167 
Vendee's  interest  un^  ezeeattny 

contract,  159 
Vendor's  interest  under  exeentory 

contract,  159 
Waterworks,  145 
Wearing  appar^  105 
Wharves,  145 
Pnblie  lands  — 
Claims  and  improvements  of  set- 
tlers, 152-153 
Ptmhaser's  interest,  170 
Public  officers,  see  ConstabteB;  Mak- 
ing of  levy ;  Sheriffs 
Pablie  property  as  oxempt,  145 
Pnblie  service  corporations,  proper- 
ty as  exempt,  148 
Quashing  return,  234 
Railroad  property,  148 
Real  property  — 
Common-law  rule  as  to  leviable 

character,  115 
Cotenants'  interests,  200 
Curtesy,  120 

Declaration  as  to  levy,  198 
Description  of  land  levied  on,  196 
Dower,  120 

Equity  of  redemption,  200 
Estates  for  years,  118 
Executory  interests,  119 
Expectancies,  118 
Feudal  tenures  as  precluding  levy, 
115 

Intereet  or  estate  subject  to  levy, 
118 

Liability  to  levy,  115, 118 

Life  estates,  118 

Ifanner  of  levy,  194 

Notice  of  levy,  197 

Recording  aets  as  applioaUe  to 

levy,  198 
Remainders  and  reversiims,  119 
Rent  chai^  118 
Separate  interests,  levy  on,  200 
Statutory  inoviiions  as  to  levy, 

108 

Strict  observance  of  statutory  re- 
quirements, 199 
Sufficiency  of  levy,  194 
Title  under  unrecorded  deed,  117 
TOtnesses  as  to  levy,  198 
Receiptors  for  property  levied  on, 
237-242 


LEVY  AND  SEIZURE  —  continued. 
Release  of  levy,  sec  Vacation  and 

release  of  levy 
Religious  corporations,  property  as 

exempt,  152 
Remainder  or  reversion  in  chattel, 

U4 

Remainders  in  real  cfitate,  119 
Removal  of  personalty  levied  on,  182 
Rent  charge,  118 
Return  — 

Alteration  of  levy  and  return,  227 

Amendment,  229-231 

Construction,  227  « 

Contents,  223-225 

Contradiction  by  officer,  233 

Defects,  228 

Description   of   property,  sofB* 

cieney,  225 
Duty  to  make,  219 
Effect  as  evidence,  231-233 
Estoppel  of  officer  to  contradict, 

233 

Failure  to  make,  221-223,  228 
Irregularities,  228 
Mode  of  making,  210-220 
Nature  and  effect,  210 
Necessity,  219 
"Not  satisfied,"  226 
Nulla  bona,  226 
Quashing,  234  . 
Recitals,  223-225 
Time,  220 
Return  day  as  limiting  time  for  levy, 
175 

Reversions  in  real  estate,  119 
Rolling  stock  of  railroads,  150 
Satisfaction  of  execution  by  levy, 
213 

Satisfaction  of  judgment  before  levy, 
175 

Scholarship  in  college,  109 
School-houses  as  exempt,  145 
Sealed  packages,  levy  on  contents, 
191 

Seat  in  stock  exchange,  109 
Secret  levy  as  invalid,  185 
Selection  of  property  for  levy,  201- 
208 

Service  of  writ,  see  Making  of  levy 
Sheriffs  (see  also  Making  of  levy)  — 
Agent  of  plaintiff  in  exeontion, 
171 

Custody  of  property,  234 
Deputies  authorized  to  make  levy, 
173 

Failure  to  make  levy,  liability,  205 
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LEVT  AND  SEIZURE  —  continued. 

SheriflEs  —  continued. 
Indemnity  for  wrongful  levy,  172 
Retam,  duty  to  make,  176,  219 
Rights  in  property  levied  on,  215 
Territorial  limits  of  authority,  174 

State  property  as  exempt,  145 

Stock  exchange  seat,  109 

Stock,  levy  on  shares,  129, 192 

Streets  as  exempt,  145 

Sundays  and  hoUdays,  levy  on  Son- 
day,  176 

Sureties,  see  Forthcoming  or  deliv- 
ery Mnds 
Surrender  value  of  insurance  polioy, 

127 

Tenancies  in  common,  levy  on,  107 
Time  — 

Levy  of  writ,  control  hj  plaintiff, 
171 

Making  levy,  175 
Return,  220 

Return  by  sheriff  as  showing  time 
of  levy,  175 

Towns,  levy  on  property  of  inhabit- 
ants for  town  debts,  147 

Treasury  notes,  106 

Trusts  — 
Common  law  rnle,  1^ 
Interest  of  boiefieiary,  126 
Interest  of  trustee,  125 
Resulting  trusts,  124 
Statutory  rule,  122-124 

Trust  deeds,  levy  on  property  con- 
veyed, 137 

Turnpike  property,  148 

United  States,  enforcement  of  claims 
by  levy,  115 

University  scholarships,  109 

Unpublished  manuscripts,  109 

Unrecorded  deed  as  creating  leviable 
interest,  117 

Vacation  and  release  of  levy  — 
Abandonment  of  levy,  218 
Orounds  for  vacating  levy,  217 
Irregularities  graeraUy,  216 
Jurisdiction  to  vacate  217  , 
Release,  218 

Vendor  and  purchaser,  interest  un- 
der executory  contract,  159-161 

Waterworks  as  exempt,  146 

Wharves  as  exempt,  145 

Wife's  interest  in  husband's  prop- 
erty, 169 

Wills,  see  Decedents'  estates 


LXBEL  AHD  SUUTOEB  — 

Abatemrat  of  acticHis,  372 
Abortion  charge  as  actionable  per 

se,  279 

Absconding   imputed   to  bnsineea 

man,  299 
Absolute  privily,  see  Privily 
Abusive  language,  287 
Actionable  words,  see  Words  aetion- 

able  per  se 
Actions  (see  also  Persons  entitled  to 
sue ;    Persons    liable ;  Plead- 
ing) — 

Abatement,  372 

Former  recovery  as  bar^  374 

Joinder  of  causes,  388 

Jurisdiction,  370 

limitation  pf  actions,  372 

Notice  of  suit,  392 

Persons  entitled  to  sue,  374-378 

Plaintiffs,  374-378 

Separate  cause  of  action  for  each 
publication,  374 

Survival,  372 

Transitory  character,  370 

Venue,  370 
Adultery  — 

Actionable  character  of  charge 
generally,  285 

Charge  as  injurious  to  employee, 
305 

Advertisement  of  judicial  sale  as 
privileged,  338 

Advice  of  counsel  in  mitigation  of 
damages,  447 

Affidavits  as  privileged  communica- 
tions, 331,  337 

Affinity  as  implying  qualified  privi- 
lege, 366 

Agents  — 

Personal  liability  of  agent,  381 
Principal's  liability  for  defama- 
tion by  agent,  380 
Publication  by  agent,  316. 

Aggravation  of  damages,  see  Dam- 
ages 

Aldermen  — 
Resdntion  of  board  as  privileged, 
332-333 

Witnesses  before,  as  privilored, 
331-332 

Aliens,  rig^t  to  sue  for  libd  or  slan- 
der, 375 
Amendment  of  pleadings,  392 
Anarchism  as  actionable  imputation, 
288 
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UBEL  AND  SLANDER  —  continued. 
Ai^nimeiitatiTe  statttnents  u  privi- 
leged, 366 
Aj^mttents  of  eonnael  as  piivil^ed, 

Anest,  d&Tge  of,  as  libdons,  267 
Arson,  accnsaUon  as  libdons  per  se. 
274 

Assault  and  battery,  aeeusation  as 
actionable  per  se,  269 

Associations  as  liai>Ie  for  defama- 
tion, 383 

Attorneys  at  law  — 
Advice  of  eonnBd  in  mitigation  of 

damages,  447 
Counsel  fees  as  damages,  430 
Impntatioos  affecting,  307-308 
Privilege,  338 

Bank  refusing  to  pay  dieck  as  slan- 
der, 300 

Bankruptcy,  bearing  before  tefpB' 
trar  as  judicial  proceeding,  348 

Banks,  liability  for  repoite  as  to 
financial  standing,  363 

Bastardy,  change  of  as  actionable, 
287 

Bill  of  partionlara,  338,  388 
Blackleg,  288 

Blackmail,  accnaatifm  as  actionable 

perse,  280 
BoEtrd  of  aldermen,  witnesses  before 

as  privileged,  331-332 
Boards,  statements  of  members  as 

privileged,  332 
Breach  of  confidenee,  291 
Breach  of  promise  of  marriage,  291 
Bribery  cbai^  as  actionable  per  se, 

274 

Burden  of  proof,  416 
Bui^Iarv,  accusation  as  libelons  per 
Be,  271 

Business  (see  also  Employment  or 

occupation  affected)  — 
Absconding  imputed  to  business 

man,  290 
Communications  in  bnrinesa  as 

privileged,  343 
Communications  in  furtherance  of 

huraness,  359-360 
Criticism  of  caterer's  service,  296 
Debts,  imputation  of  failure  to 

pay,  299 
Discourteous  eondact,  295 
Dishonorable  ramdnet  in  bnsineai, 

295 

Dishonor  of  commercial  paper, 
300 


LIBEL  AND  SLANDEB  —  eontmued. 
Business  —  eontmued. 
Drunkenness  as  affectii^  badness 

eapaei^,  295 
Failure  to  pay  debts,  imputation 
of,  299 

Imputations    affectum  business 
generally,  294 

Insincerity  of  publisher  of  news- 
paper, 295 

Insolvency  impntad  to  business 
man,  298 

Keeping  false  accounts,  295 

limitation  on  recovery  for  impu- 
tations, 296-298 

Ijoss  of  business  as  element  of 
damage,  437 

Unfriendliness  towards  organized 
labor,  296 
Candidates  for  offlo^  eritieim  as 

privilege^  304,  36a-366 
Cuvlessness  imputed  to  phyriciEn, 

308 

Caricatures  as  libels,  291 
Character  — 
Bad  ofaaraetw  of  plaintiff  in  miti- 
gatitm  of  damage,  414,  451-454 
Communications  as  to  servant's 

eharaetar,  356-358 
Damages  for  mjury  to  character, 
430,  438 
Chastity,  impntiiig  want  of,  280 
Cheating,  charge  aa  degrading,  281, 
290 

Cheeks,  refusal  of  bank  to  pay  as 

slanderous,  360 
Children  — 

Cruelty  to,- 291 

Parent  aa  entitled  to  sue  for  libel 
of  child,  374 
Churches,  sUtements  in  connection 

with  as  privily,  360 
Gircnmstantial  mdence  of  m^ee, 

412 

City  council,  resolution  as  privi- 
leged, 332-333 

Clergymen  — 
Criticism  of  conduct  as  privilweu 

353 

Drunkenness,  307 
Immortality,  306 
Improper  conduct,  306-307 
Imputations    i^rainat  generally, 
306 

Profanity,  307 

Scandalous  condnet,  306-307 
Untruthfulness,  307 
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LIBEL  AND  SLANDER  —  ootttwHwd. 

GInbs,  commanicationB  between 
members  as  privilege,  369-370 

Colloquium  in  pleading,  894 

Comment,  we  Criticism 

Communications,  see  Privilege 

Complaint,  see  Pleading 

Consanguinity  as  impljnng  qnalified 
privily,  366 

Construction  of  defomatory  state- 
ments, 312-315 

Contagious  disease,  294 

Contempt,  expoenre  to  as  action- 
able, 286 

Contract  by  author  of  libel  to  in- 
demnify publisher,  legality,  386 

Controversial  statements  as  privi* 
lege,  365 

Contumely,  exposure  to  u  action- 
able, 286 

Coroner,  proceedings  before,  as  ju- 
dicial, 348 
Ctnrporations — 
Charge  of  monopoly,  290-291 
Conununications  in  f  nr^eranee  of 

oozporate  business,  360 
Criminal  libel*  against  eorpora^ 

tion,  460 
Criminal  libel  bpr,  462 
Criticism  of  pnvate  corporations, 

353 

Liability  for  defamation,  382-383 
Report  as  to  financial  standing, 
363 

Right  to  sue  for  defamation,  377 
Corroborative  evidence,  416 
Corruption,  accusation  as  libelous 

per  se,  274,  303 
Connsd  fees  as  dam^es,  430 
Counsel   in   judicial  proeeedings, 

privilege,  338 
Connterdiaim,  403 

Conrti  (aee  also  Reports  of  pnblio 
proceedings)  — 
Proeeedings  as  privileged,  833- 
341 

Crimes,  imputation  of  — 
Abortion,  279 

Accusation  of  crime  as  libelous 

per  se,  265-268 
Anest  charged  as  libelous,  267 
Arson,  274 

Assault  and  battery,  268,  269 
Blackmail,  280 
Bursary,  271 

Chai^  of  crime  in  other  jurisdie- 
tions,  268 


LIBEL  AND  SLANDER  —  amtmmed. 
Crimes,  imputation  of  —  eontimmed. 
Communications  to  officer  as  priv- 
ilege, 358 
Criminal  intent  imputed,  266 
Embezzlement,  271 
Employees  charged  with  eriiM, 
305 

f^alse  pretences,  280 
Forgery,  280 

Form  of  charge  involving  taking 

of  property,  272 
Form  of  imputation,  266 
Fraud  involved  xn  crime  duu^ied, 

274r-277 
Homicide  charge,  268 
Indecent  exposure  of  person,  280 
Indictable  offenses,  266 
Indictaient  oharged  as  libelous, 

267 

Intoxicating  liquors,  illegal  keep- 
ing or  sale,  279 

Keeping  gambling  or  disorderiy 
house,  278 

Larceny,  270 

Military  offense  imputed,  266 
Offenses  cognisable  by  courts  nuur- 

tial,  266 
Past  offenBe  charged,  266 
Personal  violence^  208-270 
Piracy,  280 

Poisoning  animals,  280 

Postal  law  violations,  280 

Publishing  libel,  280 

Punishment  of  crime  cbai^ied  aa 
afEeeting  character  of  imputa- 
tion, 260 

Revenue  laws,  violation  of,  280 

Robbery,  271 

Sexual  (MffenseB  generally,  285 
Statutory  erimes,  278 
Treason,  280 
Vagrancy,  280 
Violence  to  person,  268-270 
Criminality  of  defendant's  act  as  af- 
fecting liability  for  exemplary 
dama^,  443 
Criminal  liability  — 
Class  of  persons  as  subject  of 

Ubel,  460 
Corporation  as  liable  for  criminal 

libd,  462 
Corporation  as  subject  of  criminal 

libel,  460 
Creditor's  communications  to  eel- 

lecting  agency,  463 
Evidence,  467 
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UBBL  AND  SLANDER  —  contmtud. 
Criminal  liability  —  contimud. 
Family  as  sabjeot  of  oriminal 

libel.  4«0 
Husband  as  indietaUe  for  dander 

of  wife,  463 
Indictment  or  informati<m,  465 
Instances  of  criminal  libel,  461 
Jarisdietion,  464 
Libd  as  crime,  460 
Ibster  as  criminally  liable  for  aot 

of  servant,  463 
Newspaper  publishers,  463 
Persona  liable,  462 
Province  of  court  and  jury,  468 
Publication  of  libel,  462 
Several  persons  libeled  as  single 

offense,  460 
Truth  as  defense,  466 
Venue,  464 
Critidsm  — 
Gaodidates  for  office,  353 
Cle^^an's  eondnct,  353 
Ihramatio  criticism,  ^1 
False  statemmti  concerning  pab- 

lie  offieen  and  candidates,  353- 

364 

Idt^aiy  critidsm,  351 
Malice  as  affecting  privilege,  358 
Hatters  of  public  interest,  353 
Political  affairs,  353 
Private  corporations,  353 
Pcddie  officers,  353 
Schools,  conduct  of,  353 
Unfair  comment,  352 
Cmelty  to  children,  291 
Damages  — 
Abridgment  of  right  to  recover 

damages,  429 
Aggravation,  malice,  433 
Aggravation  of  damages,  social 

standing  of  parties,  439 
Aggravation  of  damages,  wealth 

of  defendant,  440 
Amount  recoverable,  444 
Character,  injury  to,  430 
Counsel  fees  aa  part  of  award, 

430 

Criminality  of  defendant's  aet  as 
affecting  liability  for  exemplary 
damages,  443 

Difficulty  in  determining  exact 
amount,  430 

Discretion  of  jury  as  to  exem- 
plary damages,  442 

Elements  of  damage,  480,  433-441 
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LIBEL  AND  SLANDER  —  oontimwl. 
Damages  —  continued. 
Exoessive  damages,  444 
Exemplary  damages,  441-444 
Exemplary  damages  against  hus- 
band for  wife's  libel,  44^-444 
Expenses  of  litij^ou,  430 
f^naaeial  standmg  of  parties,  4|0 
General  damages,  430 
Inadequate  damages,  444 
Injury  to  character  or  reputation, 

430,  438 
Injury  to  feelings,  430 
Injury  to  health,  432 
Instances  of  amounts  recoverable. 
445 

Joint  defendants,  award  against, 

429 

Loss  of  business  or  oecnpation, 
437 

Loss  of  employment  as  special 
damage,  431 

Loss  of  society  aa  special  dam- 
age, 431 

Malice  as  anfravating  damages, 

433 

Ifalice  as  essential  to  exemplary 
damages,  441 

Married  womw,  measure  of  dam- 
ages against,  429 

Mental  suffering,  315-316,  430, 
435-437 

Mitigation  of  damages,  433,  446- 
454 

Newspaper  proprietors  aa  liable 
for  exemplary  damages,  443 

Nominal  damages,  432 

Persons  liable  for  ezemplaty  dam- 
ages, 443 

Physical  sufferiuft  437 

Pleading,  391 

Proof  of  special  damage,  431 
Punitive  damages,  441-444 
Repetition  of  charge  by  defend- 
ant, 434 

Repetition  of  eha^e  by  third  par- 
son, 434 

Reputation,  injury  to,  430 

Setting  aside  verdict  for  inade- 
quate or  excessive  damages,  444 

Severance  as  to  joint  defend- 
ants, 430 

Sickness  as  result  of  imputation, 
432 

Social  standing  of  parties,  439 

Special  damages,  431 

Special  dasMges,  pleadii^,  391 
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UBEL  AND  SLASDBB  —  eaUimud. 
Damages  —  conHnuad. 
Vindictive  damageSf  4CL-444 
Wealth  of  defendant,  440 
Dead  persons,  libel  on,  312 
Death  attributed  to  living  person, 
302 

'  Debts,  imputation  of  failare  to  pay, 
299 

Dedaration,  see  Plea^ng 
Declarations  to  prove  ii^iee,  410 
Defamatory  words,  see  Words  ao- 

tionaUe  per  se 
Defenses    (see    also  Retraction; 
Truth)  — 
Drunkenness,  324 
InoonsiBtent  defenses,  403 
Joinder,  403 

Ifatten  available  under  general 

issue,  399 
Words  spoken  in  jest,  324 
Definitions  — 

Privilege,  328 
Slander,  263 
Demurrer,  398 

Dentists,  imputations  against,  308 
Disbarment  proceedings  against  at- 
torney, 308 
Disease,  294 

Disgrace,  exposure  to,  286 
Dishonerty  — 

Attorney  at  law  diarged  with  dis- 
honesty, 307 

C!hai^  as  degrading,  290 

Cheating,  290 

Cheating,  swindling,  etc.,  imputed, 
288 

Embezzlement,  271 
Extortion,  ^ 

Fraudulent  or  corrupt  eonduet, 

274-277 
Larceny,  270 

Physician    diaiged    witii  dis- 
honesty, 308 
Public  officer  charged  with  dis- 
honesty, 301 

Dishonorable  conduct,  291 

Dishonor  of  commercial  paper,  300 

Disloyalty    chaifred    i^ainst  em- 
ployee, 305 

Disorderly    house,    accusation  of 
keeping,  278 

Disparagement   of   propoiy,  see 
Inroperty 

Distinctions  — 
Oral  and  written  d«£amation,  263 


[BEL  AND  SLANDER  —  eontimud. 
Distinetions  —  eontimted. 

Words  actionable  per  se  or  per 
quod,  264 
Divii%ing  eonfidoiees,  291 
Dramatic  criticism  as  privilege,  351 
Druggists,  imputations  against,  308 
Drunkenness  — 

Accusation  as  aetionaUe  per  se, 
279 

Attonuiy  at  law  changed  with 

drunkenness,  307 
Charging  businoss  man  with  being 

drnmk,  295 
Defmse  to  dander,  324 
Ezchm  for  alander,  324 
Lnpntation    against  clergyman, 

307 

Embezzlement,  aoensation  as  tibd- 

ous  per  BBt  271 
Bmploymoit  or  oeeupation  affect- 
ed— 

Attorneys  at  law,  307 

Clergymen,  306 

Crime,  305 

Disloyalty,  305 

Horal  turpitude,  305 

Sexnal  irregularities,  305 

Suggestion  of  dishonesty,  305 
Epithets  (see  also  Form  of  paitiea- 
lar  imputations)  — 

Actionable  quality,  288 
Equity  jurisdiction,  371 
Evidence  (see  alto  Presumptions)  — 

Admissibility  as  question  for 
court,  424 

Admissibility  in  general,  403 

Burden  of  proof,  416 

Character  of  plaintiff,  414 

Circulation  of  defamatory  state- 
ment, 406 

Corroboration,  d6 

Criminal  prosecutions,  467 

Identity  of  plaintiff,  406 

Malice,  409 

Malice  in  a^ravation  of  dam- 
ages, 433 

Malice  presumed,  322 

Meaning  of  words,  407 

Newspapers  as  admissible  in  eri- 
deno^  405 

Opinion  evidenee  to  prove  tteA, 
415 

I^umption  of  malice,  dS2 
Publication  of  lihel,  405 
Rebuttal,  415 
Repntathm  of  plaintiff, 
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IiIBEL  AND  SLANDER  ~  continued 
Evidmee  —  continued. 
Bomoxs  to  show  truth,  414 
Snspidons  as  evidence  of  trath, 
414 

Testkaony  of  defendant,  411 

Troth  of  charge,  412 
Enessive  pablication  as  affecting 

privilege,  344 
Exclusion  from  public  place  as  im- 

putang  lack  of  respect^ility,  289 
Elzecutive    officers,   statements  as 

privileged,  332 
Executor  probating  will  containing 

defamatory  matter  as  libel,  378 
Enmj^ary  damages,  441-444 
Expenses  of  litigation  as  damages, 

430 

Exposure  to  ridicnle,  contempt  or 

disgrace,  286-294 
Extortion,  charge  as  degrading:  290 
Extradition  proceedings  as  judicial, 

348 

Falsehood,  imputation  as  aetionid)le, 
289 

False  pretenses,  accusation  of,  280 

False  swearing  charge  as  actionable 
per  se,  276 

Family  — 
Cmnmunication  between  members 

as  privileged,  367 
Subject  of  criminal  libel,  460 

Father,  see  Children 

Financial  nnbarrassment  imputed  to 
business  man,  298 

Financial  standing  of  parties  as  af- 
fecting damages,  440 

Financiu  standing,  reports  concern- 
ing as  privileged,  363 

Foreign  language,  use  of  as  puUica- 
tion,  316 

Forgery,  accusation  as  actionable 

per  se,  280 
Former  recovery  as  bar  to  action, 

374 

Forms  of  particular  imputations  — 
Exposure  to  ridicule,  contempt  or 

msgraee,  287-289 
Larceny,  robbery,  and  the  like, 

272-273 
Public  officers,  301-302 
Unchastity,  282-285 
Fornication    impnted    as  libelous, 
280,  305 

Fraternal  associations,  statements  in 
connection  with,  as  privileged, 
369-370 


LIBEL  AND  SLANDEB — eoMtuHiAi. 
Fraud  — 

Chai]g8  of  &aud  as  actionable,  280 
Public  ofBeer  ehaned  witti  firand, 
301 

Freedom  of  legislative  speedi,  330- 

332 

Freedom  of  the  press  as  distin- 
guished from  privilege,  349-350 

Freemasmis,  communications  be- 
tween as  privileged,  .369-370 

Friends,  communications  brtweoi 
as  i>rivil^ed,  366 

Gambling  house,  acensation  of  keep- 
ing as  libelous  per  se,  278 

General  damages,  see  Damages 

General  issue,  defenses  avail^le  un- 
der, 399 

Good  faith  as  essential  to  qualified 

privilege,  341 
GiuCt,  accusation  as  libelous  par  at, 

274 

Grand  juiy — 

Investigations  as  judicial  proceed- 
ings, 348 

Privilege  of,  334 
Grief  as  excuse  for  words  spokoi, 

447 

Grievances,  petitions  for  redress  as 

privileged,  361 
Hatred,  exposure  to,  286 
Headlines,  see  Newspapers 
Homicide  chai^  as  actionable  per 

se,  268 

"Humbug"  as  meaning  impostor  or 

cheat,  290 
Husband  and  wife  — 

Attempt  by  husband  to  prevent 
circulation  of  wife's  slander  in 
mitigation  of  damages,  446-447 

Criminal  prosecution  of  husband 
for  libel  of  wife,  463 

Exemplary  damages  against  hus- 
band for  wife's  libel,  443-444 

Husband  as  liable  for  defamation 
by  wife,  379 

Husband's  right  to  sue  for  libel 
of  wife,  375 

Judgment  against  wife  as  defense 
to  action  against  husband,  374 

Married  woman  as  liable  for  def- 
amation, 380 

Married  woman's  right  to  sue  for 
libel  or  slander,  375 

Measure  of  damages  against  mar- 
ried woman,  4W 

Privilege,  316 
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UBEL  AND  SLANDER  —  eontimwd. 
Husband  and  wife — eontimiud. 
Wife  charged  with  deserting  hus- 
band, 291 
E^stericid  as  applied  to  women,  288 
I^tity  of  plaintiff,  proof,  406 
niwitimacy,  ttbBiga  ot,  as  action- 

^le,  287 
Immorality  — 
Charge  against  clergyman,  306- 
307 

School  teacher  charged  with  im- 
morality, 310 
ImpropOT  condnct.  291 
Impatations  (see  also  Defamatory 
words;  Form  of  particular  im- 
putations;   Words  actionable 
per  se)  — 
Words  actionable  per  se  or  per 
qnod,  264 
Incest  impnted  as  libelous,  280 
Inconsistent  def  eiues,  403 
Indelicacy  as  applied  to  women,  288- 
289 

Indictment,  charge  of  indictment  for 

crime  as  libelous,  267 
Indictment  for  criminal  libel,  465 
Indirect  charge  as  defamatory,  314 
Individual,  right  to  sue  for  d^ma- 

tioD  of  class,  375 
Inducement  in  pleading,  393 
Infants'  right  to  sue,  375 
Inference  of  malice,  412 
Injunction  against  publication  of 

libel,  371 

Injunction  against  slander  of  title, 

458 
Innuendo  — 

Construction,  398 
DeSnition,  395 
Effect,  396 

Essential  character,  396 

Function,  395 

Necessity,  395 

Purpose,  395 
Insanity,  imputation  as  libelous,  293 
Insolvency  — 

Attorney  at  law  charged  with  in- 
solvency, 308 

Hearing  before  commissioner  as 
judicial  proceeding,  348 

Imputing  to  business  man,  298 
Instructions,  duty  to  instruct  jury, 

424,  428 
Intent  — 

Element  of  cause  of  action,  323 

Malice  distinguished,  323 


[BEL  AND  SLANDER  —  eoniimmd. 
Intent  —  eoMlifnitfd. 

Mifitaka  as  affecting  intsnt,  3M 

Pseudo  praise,  324 

Words  spoken  in  jest,  334 
Interest  as  implying  qualified  prir- 

ilege,  366 
Intenerenee  witb  eonb«et  relatiom, 

negleet  of  duty,  305 
Intoxicating  liquors,  accuaatioii  of 

illegal  keeping  or  sale,  279 
Intoxication,  see  DmnkennesB. 
Jesting  language  aa  Ubdons,  391 
Joinder — 

Causes  of  action,  388 

Defenses,  403 
Joint  defendants,  damages  againal^ 

429 

Joint  liability,  379 
Joking  as  libelous,  324 
Judges  — 
Imputations  against,  303 
Privilege  of,  334 
Judgments,  res  judicata,  374 
Judicial  proceedings  (see  also  Re- 
ports of  public  proceedings)  — 
Cnroner's  inquest,  348 
Eixtradition    proeeedings  before 

governor,  348 
Hearings   before  commissioners, 
348 

Investigations  by  grand  juries, 
348 

Investi^tions  by  parliamentary 
committees,  348 

Privilege,  333-341 
Judicial    sales,    advertisement  as 

privileged,  338 
Jurisdiction,  370,  464 
Jurors  — 

Imputations  against,  303 

Privilege  of,  334 

Qualifications  aa  questioB  of  law, 

424 

Justification  (see  also  Defenses)  — 
Partial  justification,  401 
Plea,  sv^ciency,  399-400 
Question  of  law  or  fact,  427 

Keeping  disorderly  house,  aeeusatiQB 
as  libelous  per  se,  278 

Larceny  — 
Accusation  as  actionable  per  ai^ 
270 

Form  of  chai^,  272 
Lasciviousness,  280-286 
Legislative  proceedings,  privilege^ 

330-332,  348 


Digitized  by  Google 


INDEX 


1261 


LIBEL  AMD  SLANDER  —  MiitMW^. 
Letters  — 
ExhibitiDg  libelons  letter  as  pub- 

lieatioii,  320 
Jfeuis  of  publication,  S16. 
Prinlege,343 
Liar — 

GaUuiff  perwm  liar  aot  aetioaaUe, 
288 

Ghargiiiff  person  with  hmag  Uar 
as  aotionaUe,  289 

Libel  defined,  262 

Limitation  of  actions,  372 

Idtotuy  eritieism  as  privilego,  851 

Loathsome  disease,  294 

Hail,  transmission  of  defamatory 
statement,  316 

Ualiee— 
Absence  of  malice  in  mitigation  of 

damages,  433-434 
Ag^vaSion  of  damages,  438 
Avenncoit  as  assmtial,  389 
Burden  of  i>roof ,  417 
Girenmstantial  evidenoe,  412 
Comment  on  pnblie  matt^i,  853 
Dadazationa  of  defandaat  in  evi- 

denee>  410 
Dafinitkm,  321 

Elemoit  oi  canse  of  aetion,  321 
Eyidenee,  409 
Exprees  maHee,  822 
Forma  of  maliee,  322 
Impfied  malice,  322 
Inierenee  of  nuliee,  412 
Ingredient  of  canse  of  aetion,  Z21 
Intemperate  language  as  evidenee 
'  (tf  maliee,  343 
Intent  distinguished,  323 
Ifized  qnestion  of  law  and  faet 
426 

Otbar  acts  m  dedarations  of  de- 
fendant, 410 
Presumption,  322,  441-442 
Privilege  as  affected  by  maliee, 
341-342 

Repetition  of  charge  as  evidence 

»f  malice,  434 
Slander  of  tia&  456 
Testimony  of  defoidant,  411 
Truth  8po^  with  evil  intent, 

326 

Ualpractiee  charged  against  ^ly- 

neian,  308 
Married  woman,  see  Husband  and 

wife 

If  astms.  eommuaieations  hetweeo  aa 
privilege,  36^-370 


UBEL  AND  SLANDMt  — aortfanerf. 
Uaater  and  servant  (ioa  alao  Serv- 
ioe}  — 

Criminal  liability  of  master  for 

act  of  servant,  463 
Meaning  of  words,  407,  426 
Members  of  legislatar^  privilege, 

330-332 
Mttital  inoapaeity,  293 
Mental  suffering 
Damages  for,  315-316,  430 
Right  to  recover  tor,  435 
Thurd  persons  affected  by  ohaige, 
436 

Mercantile  ageneiflB,  repoita  by  or.  to 
as  privil^e,  363 

Military  offiom,  atatammta  aa  priv- 
ileged, 332 

Mistake- 
Error  in  transmitting  news  item, 
293 

Intent  aa  affected  by,  324 
Mitigating  cirenmstanoBB,  plea  of, 

402 

Mitigation  of  damages  — 
Admisfflon  by  pluntiff  in  abseoee 

of  injury,  447 
Advice  of  counsd^  447 
Bad  character  of  plaintiff,  451- 

454 

BeUef  in  tiruth,  447 

Circnmstauees  in  mitigation  gen- 
erally, 446 

Emotion  of  defendant  447 

Chief  as  excuse  for  words  spoken, 
447 

Husband's  attempt  to  prevent  cir- 
eulatitm  of  dander  by  wife, 
446-447 

Intoucation  of  defendant,  447 

Other  publications,  449-451 

Passion,  448 

Powrty  of  defendant,  454 
Provocation,  448 
Reports  or  rumors,  451 
Retraction  by  defendant,  448 

Monopoly  as  charge  against  corpo- 
ration, 290-291 

Moral  turpitude  charged  against  em- 
ployee, 305 

Motive  in  publishing  trutii,  325 

Munidpal  corporations  — 
Defamatory  matter  in  report  of 

committee,  378 
Proceedings  before  board  of  alder- 
men as  privilc^,  331-332 
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LIBEL  ANT)  SLANDER  —  continued. 
Mnuteipal  corporations  —  continued. 
Resolution  of  council  as  privi- 
leged, 332-333 
Ifatual  controversy  as  privileged, 
365 

Natural  meaning  of  words  used, 
312-313 

N^;lect  of  duty  charged  against  em- 
ployee, 305 

N^jigence  as  ground  for  exemplary 
damages,  442 

Kegligence  imputed  to  physician, 
308 

Negro  blood  imputed  to  person,  292 
ifewspapers  — 

Admissibility  in  evidence,  405 
Charge  of  insincerity  as  aetion- 

able,  295 
Contract  by  author  to  indemnify 

publisher,  386 
Criminal  liabUity  of  pnbluhen, 
463 

Editor's  liability,  385 

Exemplary  damages  against  pro- 
prietors, 443 

Froedom  of  the  press  as  distin- 
Quisbed  from  prinlese,  349- 
350 

Headlines  as  part  of  publication, 

350 

Incidents  affecting  liability,  350 
Notice  of  suit  against,  392 
Printer's  liability,  385 
Proprietor's  liability,  384 
Reports  of  public  proceeding 

privilege,  344-349 
Statutory  provisions,  350 

Nonresidents,  right  to  sue  for  libel 
or  slander,  375 

Normality  of  sexual  organs,  imputa- 
tion against,  287 

Notary  public,  protest  as  privileged 
communication,  333 

Notice  of  death  of  living  person,  289 

Notioe  of  suit  against  newspaper, 
392 

Obvious  meaning  of  words  used, 
312-313 

Occupation  (see  also  Employment 
or  occupation  affected)  — 

Loss  as  element  of  damage,  437 
Oddfellows,  communications  between 

as  privileged,  369-370 
Officera,  see  Public,  officers 
Open  and  close,  right  to,  423 


LIBEL  AND  SLANDER  —  amtimud. 
Opinion  evidence  to  prove  trath,^ 

416 

Opprobrious  epithets  m  action  able. 

288- 

Opprobrium,  exposure  to,  as  action- 
able impatation,  286-294 
Oral  and  written  defiBUiatiMi  distia- 

quished,  263 
Parent  mistreating  child,  291 
Parties  to  actions,  privilege  339 
Partnership  — 

Liability  for  defamation,  383 
Right  to  sue  for  libti,  375 
Passion  in  mitigation  of  damuna. 
448 

Patent  infringement,  291 
Perjury  charge  as  actionaUe  per  ae^ 
276 

Per  quod,  see  Speoial  Auaagt  as  es- 
sential 
Persona  entitled  to  sne-^ 

Aliens,  375 

Class  of  persons  defomed,  375 
Corporations,  377 
Father  of  person  injured,  374 
General  rule,  374 
Individual  suing  Zor  deCunatioa 

of  class,  375 
Infants,  375 

Next  friend  of  infant,  376 
Married  woman,  375 
Nonresidents,  375 
Parent  of  person  injured,  874 
Partnership,  375 
Persons  liable  (see  also  Privil^e)  — 
Author  of  libel,  378 
Corporations,  382-383 
Executor  probating  will  contain- 
ing defamatory  matter,  378 
General  rule,  378 
Husband  and  wife,  379 
Joint  liability,  379 
Married  women,  380 
Master  and  servant,  380 
Municipal  corporations,  378 
Newspaper  proprietors,  384 
Partnexsfaips,  383 
Prinelpal  and  agent,  380 
Several  liability,  379 
TelQgn^h  company  transmitting 

defamatory  message  380 
Unincorporated  associations,  383 
Petition,  Pleading 
Petitions  for  redress  o£  grievaaeoi 
as  privilege,  361 
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UBEL  AND  E^LiANDEB  —  contmueeL 
Petitions  for  removal  of  oCBcexs  aa 

privileged,  361 
Photographs,  unauthorized  use,  291 
Physical  suffering  as  elemeiit  oC 

damage,  437 
Physicians  and  surgeons,  impnt»- 

tions  against,  308 
Pictures  aa  libels,  201 
Piracy,  diarge  as  actionable  per  b& 

280 
Pleading  — 

Alle^tions  of  complaint,  389 

Amendments,  392 

Bill  of  partienlars,  388 

CoUoquHUn,  394 

Complaint,  387 

Coonterclaim,  403 

Damages,  391 

Defamatory  words,  recital,  390 

Demurrer,  398 

Form  of  complaint,  387 

Oeneral  isBue,  399 

Inconsistoit  defenses,  403 

Inducement,  393 

Innuendo,  395 

Joinder  of  causes,  388 

Joinder  of  defenses,  403 

Justification,  399 

Mitigating  circumstances,  402 

Necessary  allegations,  389 

Petition,  387 

Privilege,  401 

Publication  of  libel,  389 

Setting  out  defamati»7  words,  390 

Special  damage,  391 

Truth,  special  plea  required,  399 

Variance,  421 
Pleadings  in  judicial  proceedings  as 

privileged,  335-337 
Poisoning  animals,  aecusatim  as  ac- 
tionable per  se,  280 
Police  reports  as  privileged,  348 
Political  affairs,  commeat  as  privi- 
leged, 353 
Post  card  as  means  of  publication, 

316 

Poverty  of  defendant  in  mitigation 

of  damages,  454 
.Presnmptions,  malice,  322 
Printer  of  newspaper  as  liable  for 

defamation,  385 
Privilege  (see  also  Judicial  proceed- 
ings; Reports  of  public  proceed- 
ings) — 
Absolute  privilege  330^^ 
Advertissment  m  jadieial  sale,  389 


LIBEL  AND  SLANDER  ^  eoittkmtd. 
Privily  ^  eontimt$d. 
Affidavits  in  jndidal  prooeediaga, 

337 

Affidavits  submitted  to  legislative 

committee,  331 
Argumentative  statement,  365 
Argument  of  counsel,  338 
Attorneys  at  law,  338 
Bills  of  particulars,  338 
Boards,  members  of,  332 
Burden  of  proof,  418 
Business    conununieatimis,  343, 

358-364 

Character  of  servant,  communica- 
tions as  to,  356-358 

Church  oiganizations,  statements 
in  connection  with,  369 

Classification,  328-329 

Clubs,  communications  between 
members,  370 

Controversial  statements,  365 

Counsel  in  judicial  proceedings, 
338  . 

Court  proceedings,  333-341 
Criticism  on  matters  of  pablie  in- 
terest, 351-366 
Definition,  338 

Determination  of  privil^e;  329 

Dictation  to  sten(^rapher,  318 

Dramatic  eritieism,  351 

Excessive  publication,  344 

Executive  officers,  332 

Family,  conunonieatiim  betwem 
members,  367 

Fraternal  associations,  communi- 
cation between  raemberB,  370 

Friends,  commuiueations  between 
members,  367 

Furtherance  of  justice,  business 
or  mntnal  interests,  communica- 
tions in,  358-364 

Good  faith  as  essential  to  qualified 
privilege,  341 

Husband  and  wife,  316 

Inferior  officers,  332 

Intemperate  language  as  affecting 
privilege,  343 

Interest  as  implying  qoalifled 
privilege,  366 

Judges,  334 

Judicial  proceedii^^  333-341 
Jurors,  334 

L^idative  proceedings,  abstdnto 

privilege,  330-332 
Letters,  343 
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LIBEL  AND  SLANDER  —  eonMiMti 
PriTil^  —  eontimted. 
Limitations  on  qnalifi«d  iniTUegei 

342-343 
Literary  critioism,  351 
Lodges,  statements  in  eonneetion 

with,  369-370 
Malice  as  affecting  privily,  341- 

342 

Members  of  boards,  332 
Mercantile  agmeieBf  r^xnii  by  or 

to,  363 
Military  ofBeers,  332 
Moral  duties,  statements  affecting, 

366 

Mntoal  controversy,  366 
Newspaper  pablications,  349-351 
Notary  public,  protest  of  note,  333 
Parties  to  actions,  839 
Petition  for  rednss  of  grievances, 
361 

Petition  for  remoTal,  etc.,  of  of- 
ficers, 861 

Pleading  priviles*^  401 

Pleadings  in  jnotaal  proeeedings, 
336-^37 

Post  cards,  piinlflged  oommnnica- 

tions  of,  344 
Province  of  court  and  jury,  329 
^blic  interest,  criticisms,  351 
Public  officers,  332 
Qaali&ed  privilege  341 
Question  of  Uw  or  fact,  329,  427 
Redress   of   gnevanoes,  petition 

for,  361 

Rdationship  between  parties  as 
implying  privily,  366 

Reports  by  or  to  mercantile  agen- 
cies, 363 

Reports  of  public  proceedings, 
344r-349 

School  teachers  or  affairs,  com- 
munications as  to,  362 

Self-defense,  statements  made  in, 
364 

Servants,  communications  as  to 

character,  356-358 
Social  duties,  statements  affecting, 

366 

Statements  made  in  self-defens^ 
364 

Testimony  before  tegislatiTO  com- 

mitten  331 
TestimoDy  of  witnesses,  839 
Witiiesses  before  legisistiTe 

mittee,  381 


UBEL  AND  SLANDER— eoiMAMMl. 
Privil^e  —  wmtkwtd. 
Witnesses  in  jadieial  inoesedings, 

389 

Profanify  imputed  to  elogymin,  307 
Property  — 
Advwtising  for  sals  as  injury  to 

owner,  465 
Damages  for  riaacter  of  property, 
459 

Disparagement  of  goods  or  prop- 
erty, 455 
Injunction  against  dander  of  title, 

468 

Interference  with  owner^ip  of 

land  as  actionaUe,  455 
Malice  as  element  of  disparage- 

meot  or  slander  of  title,  456 
Nature  of  action  for  slmder  of 

title,  454 
Parties  to  actions  for  dander  of 

property,  457 
Personalty,  slander  of  title,  454 
Pleadings  in  actions  for  slander  of 

property,  458 
Realty,  slander  of  titie,  454 
Protest  of  note  as  slanderoiw,  300 
Province  of  court  and  jury  — 
Admissibility  of  evidence,  424 
Amount  of  damages  recoverable, 

429 

Criminal  prosecution,  468 
Determination  of  facts,  423 
Inferences  from  facts,  423 
InstruoticKis,  424 
JustiBcation,  427 

Malice  as  mixed  qnartion  of  law 

and  fact,  426 
Meaning  of  words  as  question  of 

fact,  425 
Privilege,  329,  437 
Publication  as  question  of  fast, 

425 

Qualifications  of  jurors,  424 
Responsibility  for  publication,  426 
Statement  of  law,  423 
Provocation  in  mitigatitm  of  dam- 
ages, 448 
Pseudo  praise  as  dander,  324 
Publication  —  * 
Agen^,  316 

Averment  as  essential,  380 
Burden  of  proof,  416 
Communication   to   me  person 

only,  315 
Consent  to  publieaticm,  820 


Digitized  by  Google 


IHCBX 


1265 


LIBEL  AND  SLANDER  —  eontmm^d. 
Publication  —  eontimued. 
Criminal  libel,  462 
Dictation  to  stenograi^icr,  318 

Evidence  405 

Exhibiting  libelous  letter,  320 
Foreign  language  anployedf  316 
Husband  and  wife,  commimiea- 

tions  between,  316 
Invitation  by  plaintift,  320 
Letter  as  means,  316 
Necessity,  315 
Pleading,  389 
Post  card  as  means,  316 
Procurement  by  plaintifi,  320 
Procurement  for  purpose  of  suit, 

321 

Proof  of  publication,  405 
Question  of  faet,  425 
Repetitions  or  repablieatiQiu,  319 
Responsibility  as  question  of  f  act, 
425 

Secxecy  enjoined  with  oommaniea- 
tion,  316 

Tfll^ram  as  meaiu,  317 
PuUie  officers- — 

Candidates  for  office,  imputations 
against,  304 

Communieations  to  ofBeers  con- 
cerning crimes  as  privileged, 
358 

Corruption  in  office,  303 
Criticism  of  official  conduct,  353- 
856 

Dishonesty,  301 

False  statements  eoBoenung  offi- 
cers, 354 

Form  of  partienlar  imputations, 
301-302 

Fraud,  301 

Ineap«eity,  301 

Judicial  officers,  imputations 

against,  303 
Misconduct,  301 

Moral  delinquency  in  discharge  of 
duties,  301 

Petitions  for  removal,  etc..  as 
privileged,  361 

^vile^;ed  commonieations,  332 

Unprivileged  dlia^ea  against,  355 
PnbUe  proceed!!^,  see  Reports  of 

pnbHejroeeedings 
Pimitive  damages,  see  DanUHges 
Qualified  privu^e,  see  Privily 
Questions  of  law  and  faet,  see  Ptot- 

inee  of  court  and  jnry 
Rascal,  288  . 
Rebuttal  evidence,  415 

R.  a  L.  VoL  XVn.— 80. 


LIBEL  AND  SLANDER  —  eontkmed. 
Bedress  a£  grievaaen,  petition  as 

privilege,  361 
Rel^ons,  eommnnieations  between 

as  prinleged,  367 
Repeating  slanderous  words,  319 
Repetition  of  charge  by  third  person 

as  element  of  damage,  434 
Reports  by  or  to  mercantile  agmeiea 

as  privileged,  363 
Reports  of  public  proeeedings  — 

Ealradition    proeeeduiga  before 
governor,  348 

Judicial  proceedings,  344-349 

Legislative  proceedings  348 

Limitations  on  privilege,  346 

Newspaper  reports,  344 

Nonjudicial  proceedii^  347-3tt 

Police  reports,  348 

Privilege  generally,  344-349 

Quashing  judicial  proeeedings,  347 
Reputation,  see  Chancer 
Res  judicata,  374 
Retraction  — 

Defense  to  action,  327 

Form  of  retraction,  327-328 

Mitigation  of  damages,  448 

Statutory  provisions,  327 
Revenue  laws,  charge  of  violation  as 

actionable  per  se,  280 
Ridicule,  exposure  as  aetiimaUe, 

286 
Robbery  — 

Accusation  as  libelous  per  se,  271 

Form  of  charge,  272 
Rumors  as  evidence  to  prove  truth, 

414 

Rumors  or  reports  in  mitigation  oi 
damages,  451 

Scandalmonger,  291 

Schoob  — 
Communieations  as  to  teadiers  er 

affairs  as  privileged,  362 
CriticiBm  of  management  as  priv- 
ileged, 353 
Imputations  affecting  teachers,  310 
Statements  of  school  boards  as 
privil^ed,  333 

Scurrility  as  actionable,  287 

Self-defense,  see  Privilege 

Servants,    communications    as  to 
character,  366-358 

Several  liability,  379 

Severance  of  damages,  joint  defend- 
ants, 430 

Sexual  irr^^nlaii^f  imputation  as 
Hbdon8,280 
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LIBEL  AND  SLANDEB  —  eontkmed. 
Sexual  offenses,  accnsatioii  sa  action- 
able. 285 

Sexual  organs,  impataticm  ot  abnor- 
mality, 287 
Shame,  exposure  to  ae  actionably 

286 

Sickness  as  element  of  damages,  432 
Slander  defined,  263 
Slanderer,  291 

Slander  of  title,  Property 
Social  standing  of  parties  as  a^ra- 

vation  of  damages,  439 
Special  damage  as  essential  (see  also 
Words  actionable  per  se)  — 
Use  of  words  not  actionable  per 
se,  311 

Stenographers,  dictation  as  publica- 
tion, 318 

Sa^;estioDa  as  defamatory,  314r-316 

Surrounding  circumstances  as  ex- 
plaining words  nsed,  313 

Survivai  of  cause  of  action,  372 

Suspicions  as  evidence  to  prove 
truth,  414 

Swindler,  288 

Teachers,  see  Schools 

Telegram  as  means  of  publication, 
317 

Tdegraph  company  as  liable  for 
transmitting  defamatory  message, 
380 

Treason,  charge  as  actionable  per 
se.  280 

Trial  — 
Opening  and  dosing,  423 
Province  of  court  and  jury,  423 

Truth  — 

Belief  in  truth  in  mitigation  of 

damages,  447 
Burden  of  proof,  420 
Character  of  plaintiff,  414 
Court  records  as  evidence,  414 
Defense  to  action,  325 
Defense  to  criminal  prosecution, 

466 

Evidence,  412 

Evil  motive  in  publidiing  trnth, 
325 

Failure  to  establish  plea  of  troth, 
326 

Failure  to  plead  truth,  326 
Opinion  evidence,  415 
Other  acts  of  plaintiff,  413 
Pleading,  309 
Plea  of  truth,  effect,  326 
Reputation  of  plaintiff,  414 


LIBEL  AND  SLAm)EB  —  eontmued. 
Truth  —  continued. 
Rumors,  admissibility  in  evidoiee, 
414 

Similar  eha^es  made  by  othezs* 
414 

Suspicions,  admissibility  in  evi- 
dence, 414 

Unchastity  imputed  as  libdous,  280 

Unfair  comment,  see  Criticism 

Unincorporated  associations  as  lia- 
ble for  defamation, 

Untruthfulness,     charge  against 
clergyman,  307 

Vagrancy,  cfaazge  as  aetionaUe  per 
se,  280 

Variance,  421 

Venereal  disease^  294 

Venue,  370,  464 

Veracity,  see  Untruthfulness 

Verdict,  sec  Damages 

Vindicatory  statements,  364 

Vindicatory   statements  as  privi- 
leged, 364 

Vindictive  damages,  see  Damages 

Virtue,  imputing  lack  of,  280 

Wealth  of  defendant  in  aggravatimi 
of  damages,  440 

Will  containing  defamatory  matter, 
378 

Witnesses  — 
Attendance  before  board  of  alder- 
men, privilege,  331-332 
Defendant  as  witness,  411 
Limitation  of  privile^,  340 
Privilege,  331,  339 

Women  — 
Charge  of  unchastity,  280-286 
Exclusion  from  public  place,  289 
Imputation  of  indelicacy,  ^8 
Imputing  use  of  immodest  lan- 
guage, 289 
Venereal  disease,  294 

Words  actionable  per  se  — 
Abnormality  of  sexual  organs,  287 
Abortion,  279 
Adultery,  285 
Arson,  274 

Assault  and  battery,  269 
Blackmail,  280 
Bribery,  274 
Burglary,  271 
Cheating,  290 
Corruption,  274 
Crimen  falsi,  276 

Criminal    accusations  gmerallr, 

265-268 
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LIBEL  AND  SLANDER  —  continued. 
Woids  actionable  per  se — conHn~ 

ued. 
Dishonesty,  290 

DiahoDor  of  eommeioial  paper, 

300 

Dmnkeimess,  279 
EmbeEzlement,  271 
Exposure  to  ridicule,  contempt  or 

disgrace,  286-294 
Extortion,  290 
False  pretenses,  280 
False  aweaiing,  276 
Forgery,  280 

Form  of  charge  inT<dving  unehas- 

tity,  282-285 
Fornication,  280 
Fraud,  274 
Homicide,  268 
Humbug,  290 
Illegitimacy,  287 

Imputations  <rf  erime  generally, 

265-268 
Incest,  280 

Indecent  exposure  of  person,  280 
Insolvency  of  bn^ness  man,  298 
Intoxicating  liqaorsi  illegal  keep- 
ing or  sale,  279 
Keeping  gambling  or  disorderly 

boose,  278 
Larceny,  270 

Loathsome  or  contagions  disease^ 

294 

Mailing  obscene  matter,  280 
Mental  ineaparat^,  293 

blood  in  white  person,  292 
Perjury,  276 
Piracy,  280 

Poisoning  animals,  280 
Publication  of  libd,  280 
Robbery,  271 
Scandalmonger,  291 
Sexual  offenses  generally,  286 
Slandeter,  291 
Stealing,  270 
Treason,  280 
Vagrancy,  280 

Violation  of  revenne-laws,  280 

Want  of  virtue,  280 
Words  not  actionable  per  s^  see 

Special  damage  as  essential 
Words,  proof  ox  meaning,  407 
Written  and  oral  defamation  dia- 

tingmshed,  263 

UOEM  SBS  — 

Actions,  see  Eitforeonent  of  license 
tax 


LICENSES  —  comtmued. 
Agents  as  subject  to  license  tax,  490 
Aliens  discriminated  against,  521 
Assignment  of  lieensea,  475-476 
Business  (see  also  Intetatate  busi- 
ness and  commerce)  — 
Particular  business  subject  to  li- 
cense tax,  503-506 
Restriction  to  loealitiea  or  hours, 
546 

Claseification  of  oeenpations  -— 
.  Commonitiee  as  a  dass,  613 
Diseriminaiion,  509,  51S-515 
Duties,  etc.  under  federal  consti- 
tution, 518 
Foreign  corporations  as  class,  516 
Orounds  of  classification,  511-513 
Reason  for  classification,  509 
Snbelassifleation,  518 
Uniformity  in  general,  SffI 
Commerce,  see  Interstate  business 

and  commerce 
Constitutionality  oi  lieense  laws  (see 
also  Classmcation  ot  ocenpa- 
tiona) — 
Double  oeeapations,  separate  li- 
cense taxes,  487 
Double  taxation,  486 
Due  process  of  law,  481 
Federal  snpeorvision,  481 
Partial  innlidity  of  statutes,  551 
Privilee^  and  franofaiBeB  of  eor- 

pcnrations,  484 
Bestraint  on  tn^e  or  business,  4^ 
Restrictions  oa  right  to  liemse, 
482 

Rule  stated,  476 
Unifoimity  clauses,  483 
Vmd  statutes,  651 
Construction  of  license  laws,  475 
Contracts  — 
Exemption  fnnn  license  laws,  477 
License  not  a  contract,  476 
Nonpayment  of  lieense  teea  as  af- 
fecting eoDbnute,  568-661 
Corporations — 
Charter  exemption  from  license 

ttXj  477-478 
ClassifieatioD  by  Ueoue  laws,  516 
Foreign  corporations  as  mibject  to 

license  tax,  497 
Person  within  lieenaa  law,  4^ 
Privilq^  and  fnmohises  as  af- 
fected by  liemse  tax,  484 
Courts  — 
Review  of  amount  of  feee,  537 
Review  of  grant  or  refusal  to  li- 
cense, 538 
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UGENSSS  —  eantimud. 
DcAnitiMia,  474 

Ddegatim  of  power  to  lieense  — 
Municipal  «orponiioB8,  531 
SotqM  of  delegated  authorit?,  523 
Sabdel^rKtion  <tf  aathoril?,  535 
Diserimination    (see  also  Ezemp- 
tions)  — 
dassifleatuni  el  oeeapatioBa,  609, 
513-515 

Distinotioii  between  lieesuw  and  tax, 
478-480 

Donble  oeeapations,  aeparate  Ueanae 

taxes,  487 
Donble  taxation,  486 
Dne  process  of  law,  481 
Employees  as  snbjwt  to  license  tax, 

490 

Enforcement  of  lieense  tax  — 
Action  of  debt,  567 
Yiae  as  method  of  enforeemenl^ 

557 

Lnprisonmttit  as  method  of  en- 

foreemoit,  657 
lien  given  by  statute,  567 
Snmmary  proceedings,  557 

Rxamination — 
Condition  of  regnlati<m,  547 
Persons  snbjeet  to  enunination, 
547-^ 

Ehroeptions,  see  Exanptums 

Exemptions — 

ABene  discriminated  against,  621 
Contract  exemptions,  477 
Diseriminati<m  in  grantii^f  exemp- 

timis,  621 
Favored  dasses,  622 
Qrant  of  exelnnve  privileges,  520 
Strict  eonstnifltion  of  grant,  622 
War  veterans,  522 

Fedwal   snpervision   over  lieense 
laws,  481 

Fees  (see  also  Enforcement  of  li- 
cense tax)  — 
DefinitenesB,  540 

Discr^on  in  fixii^  amount,  637 
Nonpayment   as   aiBeeting  codt 

traeta,  558-561 
Reasonableness,  639-541 
Reeovory  of  feea  iU^ally  exacted, 

652 

Ferries  on  interstate  rivers,  taxation 
by  statnte,  600 

Une  to  enforce  license  tax,  657 

Foreign  corporations  — 
license  tax  imposed  on,  497 
Separate  class  under  lieense  laws, 
516 


LICENSES  —  eomtimted. 
Franchises  as  afEeoted  by  lieense  tax, 
484 

Immonify  from  license  tax,  477 
Imprisonment  to  uf  oree  lieense  tax, 

557 

Injunction  against  ill^;al  tax,  562 
Interstate  bnsinees  and  commerce  — 
Business   partly   interstate  and 

partly  intrastate,  498 
ConstmcUon  of  statutes,  498 
Dealers  as  subject  to  license  tax, 

494r497 
Federal  supervision,  492 
Ferries  on  into^tate  rivers,  500 
Foreign  corporations  as  subject  to 

tax,  497 
Goods  shipped  into  state,  494 
Merchants  as  subject  to  license 

tax,  494-497 
Peddle  as  subject  to  lieense  tax, 

494^97 
Sales  by  sample,  494 
State  power  to  regulate  commerce, 

490 

Intrastate  business  and  commerce, 
power  of  state,  493 

Laws,  see  Statutes 

Le^sislative  authority,  see  Power  to 
impose  lieense  tax 

Liberty  to  engage  in  lawful  oecnpa^ 
tions,  606 

Lien  for  license  tax,  657 

Mandamus  to  compel  issuance  of  li- 
cense 561 

Monopolies  granted  by  municipality, 
534 

Municipal  corporations — 

Del^ated  authority  to  impose  li- 
cense taxes,  523,  531 

MtmopoUes  granted  by,  634 
Nonresidettt  as  subject  to  license  tax, 

488 

Oceupations  (see  also  Classification 
of  oeenpations)  — 
Particular  occupations  subject  to 

license  tax,  503-506 
Rig^t  to  engage  in  lawful  occupa- 
tions, 506 
Partnerahip,  liabili^  to  license  tax, 
488 

Peddlers,  license  to  sdl  goods 
brought'  from  other  states,  494- 
497 

Persons  subject  to  license  tax  — 
Agents,  490 
Corporations,  489 
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LICENSES —«M(ifMi«J. 
Persons  snfajeet  to  Umbn  tax  —  oow- 
tmued. 

Employeee,  490 

NonresidentB,  488 

Partnerebips,  488 

Rule  stated,  488 
Police  power  — 

Aathority  to  regnlate  btumeSB,  527 

Examination  as  eonditim  (tf  rega- 
lation,  547 

Legislative  discretion,  529 

Limitatioiis  of  power,  529 

Mode  of  relation  nnder  police 
power^  544 

Oeeopatioiis  and  trade  not  nndv 
pouee  power,  561 

Particular  oecnpataons  and  priv- 
ities nnder  poKce  power,  548 

Relation  to  lieenae,  541 

Restricting  bnsinesa  to  localities  or 
hours,  M6 

Tax  for  rerenne  under  guise  of 
police  power,  543 
Power  to  impose  lieense  tax  (see  al- 
so Deli^ation  of  power  to  U> 
cense)  — 

Business  as  subject,  503 

Incidental  powers,  530 

Judicial  review,  537-539 

Legifllstiva   authority  generaUy^ 
501 

Oecnpationa  as  snbiect,  503 
Kght  to  engage  in  Uwfnl  oeeupa^ 

tiona,  506 
Beat  prepay  — 
Actions  in  lieense  cases,  590 
Assignability  of  license,  575 
AnUiority  to  create  license,  572 
Covenant  not  to  revoke,  581 
Damages  for  removal  of  stme- 

tares,  591 
Definition  of  license,  564 
Basements  defined,  566 
Estoppel  to  revoke  license,  578 
Executed  parol  lieense  as  irrero- 

cable,  578 
Future  enjoyment  of  pax<A  tieense, 

585 

Glrant  distinguished,  566 
Implied  license,  596 
Improvements  made  as  affecting 

revoeability,  583 
Improvement^  removal,  587 
Interrat,  license  coupled  with,. 581 
Leases  distinguished,  568 
Liability  for  condition  of  pnm- 


LICENSES  —  continued. 
Real  property  —  continued. 
License  coupled  with  interest,  581 
license  defined,  564 
Mining  license  distingnisfaed  from 

lease,  570 
Mode  of  zevoeation,  586 
Nature  of  lieense,  564 
Prescriptive  righte,  573 
Privileges  connected  with  pnUie 

propwty,  571 
Reasonable  time  tor  exennse  of 

privilege,  574 
Remedies  in  licMise  casee,  590 
Revocation  of  lioense,  576 
Specific  performanee  of  pand 

contract  for  interest  in  land, 

585 

Statute  of  frauds  as  applicable 

to  license,  566 
Timber  licenses,  568 
Trespass  after  expiiatifHi  (tf  li- 
cense, 591 
R^nlation  distinguished  from  tax- 
ation, 532-534 
Restraint  of  trade  m  bosinev,  480, 
646 

Revenue,  see  Taxation 
Revocation  — 

Authority  to  revoke  554,  566 

Grounds  for  revocation,  655 
Sales  by  sample,  tax  on,  494 
Statutes,   construction    of  lieense 

laws,  475 
Suminary  proceedings  to  enforce 

license  tax,  567 
Taxation  — 

License  diatingnisfaed  from  tax, 
'478-480 

license  for  revenue  under  specific 
grant  of  power,  536 

license  tax  defined,  474 

Persons  subject  to  license  tax, 
488 

Regulation    distinguished,  53!^- 
534 

Revenue  pnrpcwee  under  guise  of 
police  power,  648 
Trade  — 

Restraint  by  license  laws,  480 
Uniformity  cTause  of  constmction, 

483 

Veterana  as  exempt  from  lieense 
laws,  622 


■Digitized  by 


Goo 


1270 


INDEX 


LXEHS  — 

Advancement  of  fmuta,  eqnitaUe 

liens,  605 
After  acquired  property  M  •ffected 

by  lien,  598 

Classification,  596 

Common-law  liens  — 
Definition,  601 
Enforcement,  613 
Equitable  liens  distinguished,  603 
Possession  as  basis  of  lien,  601 
Private  storage  of  goods,  603 
Servant's  right  to  Uen  for  wages, 
602 

Coneorrent  liens,  priority,  610 
Creation  of  Uen,  597 

Definition,  596 
Enforcement  of  liena,  613-814 
Equitable  liens  — 
Advancement  of  funds  as  creat- 
ing Uen,  ^5 
Common-lav  liens  distinroidied, 
603 

Creation  by  express  contrftct,  604 

Enforcement,  614 

ImpUed  liens,  605 
Existence  of  Uen,  597 
Extingnishment  of  lien  — 

Agreement  or  purpose  inconsist- 
ent with  lien,  607 

Parting  with  possession,  606 

Taking  note  or  security,  608 
General  and  specific  liens,  599 
Oeneral  liens  as  discountenanced  by 

law,  599 
Kinds  of  liens  — 

Common-law  liens,  601 

Equitable  lien,  603 

General  and  specific,  599 

Statutory  liens,  600 
Nature  of  lien,  596 
Note  taken  as  waiver  of  lien,  608 
PoUcy  of  law  as  to  Uens,  599 
Possession  as  basis  of  common-law 

Uen,  601 
Preservation  of  liens,  611 
Priorities,  609-611 
Proceeds  of  incumbered  proper^ 

as  subject  to  lien,  599  * 
Property  right  in  lien,  605-606 
Property  to  which  Uen  attaches,  598 
Release  of  Uen,  612 
Securi^  — 

Taking  note  as  waiver  of  lien,  608 
Servant's  right  to  lien  for  wages, 

602 

Specific  Uens  as  favored  by  law,  599 


UENS  —  continued. 
Statutory  Uens,  600,  613 
Storage  of  goods  as  creating  Uen, 

603 

Subrogation  of  right  of  Uen,  612 
Vested  ri^t  in  hen,  605-606 
Wages,  servant's  right  to  Mea,  602 
Waiver  of  lien,  606 

UFE  ESTATES  — 

Actions  by  life  tenant,  644 
Adverse  possession  as  against  re- 
mainderman, 643 
AUenation,  see  Sale  or  transfer 
Assessments   for   public  improve- 
ments, liabUity  of  life  tenant,  63S 
Classification,  616 
Common-law  classification,  616 
Conventional  life  estates,  616 
Cotenancy,  partition,  647 
Creation  — 

Common-law  rule,  618 
Conflicting  clauses  in  deed,  619 
Cutting  down  fee  to  life  estate, 
623 

Deed  creating  life  estate,  618 
Grant  without  words  of  inheri- 
tance, 618 
Implication,  625 
Life  estate  enlarged  to  fee,  623 
Limitation  to  children,  heirs,  ete^ 
622 

Power  of  disposal  in  life  tenant, 
624 

Reservation  in  conveyance  of  fee, 
620 

Will  creating  life  estate,  620 

Words  of  inheritance,  ^eet  of 
use,  618,  620 
Death  of  life  tenant  as  terminating 

estate,  648 
Debts  of  life  tenant  as  chargeable 

against  life  estate,  644 
Definition,  616 

Dividends,  Uf e  tenant's  right  to,  630 
Emblements,  life  tenant's  right  to, 

633 

Estovers,  life  tenants  right  to,  633 

Expectancy  of  life,  644 

Fee  simpie  — 

Cutting  down  to  life  estate,  623 
Enlargement  to  life  estate,  623 

Forfeiture  as  terminating  Ufe  ee- 
tate,  650 

Improvements,  compensation  of  Ufe 

tenant,  635 
Income,  life  tenant's  right  te^  8tt 
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LIFE  ESTATES  —  eonUnued. 
Increase  in  nine,  right  of  life  t«- 
ant,  683 

Inoambranees,    reimbursement  of 

liCe  tmant  for  discbai^  of,  639 
Insurance,  duty  of  life  tenant,  642 
Investments,  life  tenant's  ligbt  to 

praninms,  629 
Ziuses  hj  life  tenants,  646 
Ifairied  women,  aliautiim  of  life 

estate,  645 
Uerger  of  life  estate  in  fee  simply 

649 

Minerals,  rig^t  of  life  tenant,  634 
Ifortali^  tables  to  drt^rmine  ex- 
pectancy of  life,  644 
Mortgages  — 
Power  of  Ufe  tenant  to  mortgage, 
647 

Porchase  by  life  tenant  at  fcwe- 

ekmure  sale,  640 
Sarrender  by  life  tenant  as  af- 
feeting  mortgage,  648 
Partition  between  life  tenants,  647 
Peisonal  property  — 
Life  estote  in  personalty,  617 
Possession  by  life  tenant,  626- 
628 

Power  of  disposal  in  life  tenant, 
624 

Preminms  on  investments,  life  ten- 
ant's right  to,  629 

Beat  property,  pos&essi<m  by  life 
tenant,  626 

Remainderman's    relation    to  life 
tenant,  625-626 

Rents  and  profits,  life  tenant's  right 
to  receive,  629 

Repairs,  duty  of  life  tenant,  641 

Ref^ervatioD  of  life  estate,  620 

Rights  and  liabilitieB  of  life  ten- 
ant — 
Actions,  644 

Adverse  possession  as  against  re- 
mainderman, 643 

Assessments  for  pnUie  improve- 
ments, 638 

Compensation  for  improvements, 
635 

Dividends,  630 

Estate  as  liable  for  debts  of  ten- 
ant, 644 
Estovers  and  emblements,  633 
Impro^-ements,  compensation  for, 

635 
Income,  628 

Increase  in  value  ot  estate,  632 


LIFE  ESTATES  — c(m(»fiii«d. 
Rights  and  liabilitus  of  lifo  teaant  — 

continued. 
Incumbrances,  639 
Insurance  of  premises,  642 
Interest  on  bonds,*  629 
Mineral  rights,  634 
Possession  of  personalty,  626-628 
Possession  of  real,  estate,  626 
Premiums  on  investmente,  fS39 
Purchase  at  foreclosure  sale,  640 
Relation  to  remaindorman,  62&- 

626 
Rents,  629 
Repairs,  641 
Taxes,  636 

Value  of  life  estate,  644 
Sale  or  transfer  — 
Distribution  of  proceeds  of  sale, 
646 

Life  tenant's  right  to  sell,  645 

Married  woman's  rigM  to  sell  life 
estate,  645 
Security  required  of  Ufe  tenant  of 

personalty,  626-628 
Special  or  local  assessments,  lialnl- 

ity  of  life  tenant,  638 
Surrender  as  terminating  life  eft- 

Ute,  648 
Taxes  — 

Liability  of  life  tenant,  636 

Purchase  by  life  tonant  at  tax 
sale,  637 
Termination  of  life  estate  — 

Contingencies    causing  termina- 
tion, 648 

Death  of  life  tenant,  648 

Forfeiture,  650 

Merger  in  fee,  649 

Sarr«ider  to  remainderman,  648 
Tranter,  see  Sale  or  transfer 
Value  of  life  estate,  644 
Will  creating  life  estate,  620 

UMFTATION  OF  ACTXOIfS  — 

Absoonding  debtors,  840 
Absence  from  state  — 
Abscondii^  debtors,  840 
Oonoealment  by  debtor,  840 
Construction  of  parlicnlar  caeep- 

tions,  840 
Interruption  of  statnte  genezaOy, 
835 

Judgment  debtors,  845 
Mortgagors,  846 

Nonresident  as  absent  from  or  oat 
of  state,  837-830 
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LIMITATION  OF  ACTIONS  —  eon- 
timud, 

Absanee  from  state  —  eontimtud. 
Oooasioiial  absenMS,  841 
Oeoasumal  tebaroBf  843 
Residenoe  ebnatrned,  836 
Betorn  after  absence,  842 
Bonnuiir  at  period  after  rrtom, 
844 

Temporary  absence,  841 
Temporary  returns,  843 
Abetraet  ci  title,  commencement  of 
iWitation  of  action  for  negligence, 
765 

Acceleration  clause  as  affecting  lim- 
itation, 771,  773 

Aoconnts  and  aecoimting,  729-731, 
744,  804 

Aeonud  of  eanse  of  aotion  (see  also 
Running  of  statute)  — 
ContribntioB,  daim  for,  760 
Mortgage  aecurity,  impaiznunt, 
760 

A^nowled^ent  and  new  pxomin 

(see  aJso  Suspension  or  inter- 
ruption of  statute)  — 
Admission  tiiat  debt  is  owing,  897 
Affidavits  referring  to  debt,  908 
Bankruptcy  schedoles  as  acknoirl- 

edgment  of  debts  listed,  906 
Barred  debt  as  revived,  894 
Checks  as  tolling  statute,  92^929 
Clearness  of  new  promise.  898 
Collateral  security  giv«k  for  d^t, 

908,  929 
.  Compromise,  offer  of,  903-904 
Conditional  offer  or  promise,  902 
Consideration,  890 
Conveyance  of  property  subject  to 

mortgage  debt,  893,  899 
Corporation  as  bound  by  acknowl- 
edgment of  oflSeer,  911 
Effect  of  new  promise  on  action, 
895 

Evidence,  1003 

Evidence  to  identify  debt,  906 
Executor  or  administrator  making 

new  promise,  917 
Ezplieitneas  of  new  promise,  898 
Expressions  of  hope  or  expecta- 
tion, 899 

Form  of  acknowledgment,  893, 896 
General  acknowledgment  as  identi- 
fying debt,  906 
Grantee  assuming  mortgage  debt, 
916 

Ueatificatioa  of  debt,  901,  006 
bdorsement  of  credit,  932 


LIMITATION  OF  ACTIONS— «»- 
tmued. 

Adnowledgment  and  new  pr«niae 
—  conimuMi. 
liitereBt  paid  aa  aeknowlec^meat, 
933-036 

Litereat  paid  by  giving  nxAa,  929 
Joint  debtors,  a<^owledpnei^  by 
one,  912 

L^aey  pnuniaed  to  ereditor,  803 
l^e  suggestion  of  aeti<n  by 

debtor,  899 
Moral  obligation  to  pay  barred 

debt,  890-891 
Mortgage  revived  by  revinl  ci 

debt  seeuzed,  915 
Municipal  officers,  920 
New  contract  not  created  by  new 

promise,  896 
Note  given  for  baned  debt,  893 
Offer  of  eompnaniae  or  aettiraient, 

00^04 

Old  debt  as  eonnder^cn  for  new 

pmus^  896  ■ 
Order  drawn  in  txnr  of  ereditw, 

883 

Paper  signed  by  decedent,  911 
Parol  evidence  to  prove  writtoi 

acknowledgment,  892 
Partno's  promise  after  diasoln- 

tion  of  firm,  913-915 
Payment  of  interest,  933-935 
Persom  by  whom  aeknowledg- 
.  meat  may  be  made,  911-921 
Persons  to  whom  acknowledgment 

must  be  made,  909-911 
Pleading,  1001 

Pleadings  referring  to  debt,  908 
Principal  and  surety,  920 
Rebutting  effect  of  mebunriecls<- 

ment,  897 
Rebutting  presumptum  of  new 

promise,  904 
Renewal  notes,  907 
Rule  stated,  887-890 
Settlement,  offer  of,  902-004 
Specialties,  894 
Subject  of  new  promise,  894 
Sufficiency    of  acknowledgmflKt, 

891,  896-909 
Terms  of  limitation  laws,  887-88t 
Testamentary  provisions,  906-907 

Time  of  making  acknowledgment, 
894 

Tort  liability,  894~«95 
WiUii^^eaa  to  pi^  expressed,  901 
Writing  as  wmmitiiil,  891-894,  88f 
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LIMITATION  07  AOTIOKS  — ohi- 
imued. 

Afltions,  see  Gmunoiaeiiifint  of  pro- 

eeedinga  — 
Aetions  at  law  — 

Application  of  limitation  laws 
goierally,  712 

Caae,713 

Gontraet  aetionB,  728-733 
Dower,  714 
Nnisancee,  716 
Partition,  714 

£eal  property,  pzooeedings  affeet- 

ing,  712-719 
Bent,  714 
Trc^as8,713 
Adopted  statntes,  eonstmetion,  686 
Adveree  poaseasion  of  chattels,  733 
AJBdavits,  dEaot «  new  promise,  908 
Aeeoey  — 
Knowledge  of  and  eoneealment  by 

agent,  866 
liability  of  agent  to  principal, 
commencement    of  limitation, 
799 

AgreementB  to  waive  statnte,  886- 
887 

Amendment  of  pleadii^ — 
Amplification  <tf  original  plead- 
ings, 821 
Effect  as  to  roDniiqr  <rf  statato, 
814 

N^ligence  aetiona,  820 

New  cause  of  action  introduced 
by  amendment,  816 

New  parties  introdnced  by  amend- 
ment, 822-825 

Onissions  in  original  pleadings 
cnred,  818 

Relation  back  of  amendments,  815 

Setting  np  statute,  993-^ 
Amendment  of  statute  — 

Applicability  of  new  statute,  697 

Oiange  of  language  as  cbange  in 
law,  686 

Due  process  of  law  as  affected  by 

amendment,  682 
Impairment  of  obligation  of  con- 
tracts, 680 
Lengthening  period,  672 
Repeal  of  exceptions,  673 
■  Shortening  period,  672 
Analt^y  in  equity  to  statute  of  lim- 
itations, 737-739 
Anti-trust  act,  period  of  tindtation 
in  aetionB  under,  706 


LIHITATION  OF  ACTIONS  — I 
tinued. 
Appeals — 
£ffeet  of  appeal  as  interrupting 

statute,  876 
Pleading    statute    in  appellate 
court,  986 
Applicaticm  of  part  payments,  926- 
928 

Assignee's  ri^  to  plead  statute  in 

action  against  aaognor,  964 
Assumption  of  mortgage,  see  Mort- 


AtAozneiys,  at  law  — 
Action  for  sorvicee,  canmenee- 

ment  of  limUation,  767 
Diabarmoit  proeeedings,  podod  of 

limitation,  70S 
Negligence  or  misoenduet,  cmb- 

meneement  of  limitation,  766 
Beoovery  of  mxmey  eoUeoted,  768 
Rjght  to  plead  statute  as  gainst 

client,  965 
Waiver  of  statute  hy  attorney,  883 
Avoidance,  see  Plsnffing  and  |aw9- 
tice 

Bailments,  wf"n?ep"**""*nt-  of  limita^ 

tion  against  bailor,  800 
Bank  deposits  — 

Aetions  on,  728 

Commencement     of  limitatim 
against  depomtor,  601 
Bank  notes,  eommeneement  of  lim- 
itation, 772 
Bankruptcy  — 
Interruption  of  statute  by  bank- 
ruptcy proceedings,  874 
limitation    of    actions  against 

bankrupts,  670-671 
Part  payment  by  assignee  or  tros- 
tee,  946 

Running  of  stetute  against  as- 

s^ee,  979 
Schedules  as  acknowledgment  of 

debts  listed,  906 
Bar  of  statute  (see  also  Operation 

and  effect;  Persons  subject  to 

bar)  — 

Property  rights  as  affeeted  by  bar, 

674-675 

Ri^ts  other  than  property  affect- 
ed, 675 
Beyond  the  seas,  833-835 
BiUs  and  notes  — 
Acceleration  clause,  771 
Action  by  indorser  against  maker, 
776 
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LDCITATION  OF  ACTIONS  — co»- 
tmusd. 

Bills  and  notes  —  eontmued.  . 
Aetiona  on,  726-727 
Bank  notes,  772 
Certifioate  of  deposit,  776 
Checks,  773-776 

Commencement  of  limitation  pe- 
riod generally,  769 

Contingency  as  to  tims  q£  pay- 
ment, 771 

Demand  paper,  769 

Interest  paid  by  ^ving  note,  929 

Uatoiity  as  starting  ronning  of 
statute,  769 

Part  payment  by  giving  note,  929 

Part  payment  by  joint  and  several 
muers,  939 

Pxomisa  to  pay  at  ind^nite  tim^ 
709 

Promise  to  pay  specified  time  af- 
ter demand,  770 
Renewal  notw  as  new  promise^ 

907 

Bills  of  review  as  within  statute,  743 

Bonds  — 

Actions  on,  724-726 
Commencement  of  limitation  gen- 
erally, 772 
Commencement  of  limitation  p&- 
riod  on  fidelity  bonds,  781-785 

Broker's  lialnlity  to  principal,  com- 
mencement of  limitation,  799 

Capacity,  see  Disability  of  party; 
Insanity 

Cause  of  action,  accroal,  see  Ban- 
ning of  statute 

Certificate  of  deposit,  commencement 
of  limitations,  776 

Change  of  statutory  period,  see 
Amendment  of  statute 

Character  of  limitation  laws  — 
Beneficent  in  purpose,  668 
Form  of  action  as  determining 

limitation,  951 
Privity  of  estate  as  giving  n^t  to 

plead  statute,  963-965 
Remedial  character,  680-681 
Statutes  of  iq>oae  or  presnmptum, 
664 

Chattels,  adverse  possession,  783 

Checks  — 
Acknowledgment  of  debt  by  giv- 
ing check,  928-929 
Actions  on,  727 

Commencement  of  litigation,  773- 

m 


LIMITATION  OF  ACTIONS  — «»- 
Hiuted, 

Cloud  <m  title,  limitation  of  aOHon 

to  remove,  716 
Collateral  security  — 
Acknowledgment  of  debt,  908, 929 
Application  of  proceeds  as  part 

payment,  930-931 
Bar  of  debt  as  affecting  coHateral, 
948 

Comity  statutes,  699 

Commencement  of  limitatian  (see 
also  Bnnmng  of  statute ;  Amend- 
ment of  pleadings;  SnspensitHi 
or  interruption  of  statute)  — 
Adding  to  or  idmnging  parties, 
B22-S25 

Amendment  of  pleadings,  814-^2 
Attempt  to  emmBeiKe  action,  609- 
810 

Gfaai^vig  parties,  822-825 
Dismissal,  diseontinuance  and  non- 
suit, effeet,  812 
General  rule,  809 
New  parties,  822-825 
Sfirviee  of  piocess,  811 
Compromise,  otter  as  new  promise, 
902-904 

Computation  of  time  from  day  or 

date,  752 
Oonoealment  — 
Debtor  concealing  himself,  840 
Equity  ruling  as  to  suspension  of 

statute,  853 
Fraudulent  vendee,  867 
Implied  exception  to  statute,  688 
Nondisclosure  of  faets,  862 
SUenoe,  861 

Surety  as  affected  by  ptineipsl'i 

ooncealment,  866 
Suspension  of  limitation  genoal- 

ly,  852 

Conditional  acknowledgment,  see 
Acknowledgment  and  new  prom- 
ise 

Conditions  precedent  to  accrual  of 

r^t  of  action,  766 
Conflict  of  laws  — 
Applicability  of  new  and  repealed 

laws,  697 
Comity  statutes,  699 
Debt  barred  1^  law  of  donueil, 
947 

Foreign  judgments,  702 
hex  fori  and  lex  loei  oontnetna^ 
697-704 
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UMITATION  OF  ACTIONS  —  mm- 
timmei. 

Conflict  of  lam  —  contituted. 
State  lavB  in  federal  equity  cases, 
695 

State  statutes  applied  in  federal 

courts,  694 
Statutory  modifleation  of  oommon- 

law  rule,  700 
C«D8tttutionality  of  limitation  laws 

(see  also  Validity  of  limitation 

laws)  — 

Impairment  of  obligation  of  con- 
tracts, 680-682 

Nonresidents  excluded  from  bene- 
fit^ 682 

Requiring  party  in  possession  to 

sue,  681 
Vested  right  in  defense,  674 
-    Construction  of  statute  — ■ 
Adopted  statutes,  686 
Change  of  language  as  change  in 

law,  686 
Consistency  in  all  parts,  687 
Effect  given  to  every  part,  687 
Exceptions  implied  in  construc- 
tion, 687-691 
Federal  courts  following  state  de- 
cisions, 696 
Liberal  construction,  668-669,  684 
Miscellaneous  rules  of  eonstruc- 

tion,  686 
Ordinary  meaning  of  words,  687 
Prospective  operation,  682-684 
Reasonableness  of  result,  685 
Retrospective  operation,  682-684 
Saving  clauses,  687 
Upholding  validity,  684 
Words  and  phrases,  691-694 
Constructive  notice  of  fraud,  860 
Contingency  as  to  time  of  pay- 
ment, commencement  of  limita- 
tion period,  771 
Contracts  — 
Bills  and  notes,  725-727 
Bonds,  724-725 
Checks,  727 
Coupons,  728 
Covenants,  725 
Deposits  in  banks,  728 
Implied  contracts,  731 
Obligation  created  by  accepting 

legacy  or  deed  poll,  729 
Protection  of  persons  in  contrac- 
tual relationship,  964r-967 
Keeeipts,  728 


LIMITATION  OF  ACTIONS  — oon- 
Hmied. 
Contracts  —  eontmusd. 

Running  of  statute  against  eon- 
tract  actions,  769-763 

Sealed  instruments,  724-726 

Unwritten  contracts,  723 

Verbal  contracts,  723 

Waiver  of  statute,  886-887 

Written  contracts  generally,  723 
Contractual  limitation  period,  va* 

lidity,  696-697 
Contribution  (see  also  Prindpal  and 
surety)  — 

Accrual  of  cause  of  action,  750 
Conversion,  see  Trover 
Corporations  (see  also  Stockliolders) 

Acknowledgment    of  corporate 
debt,  911 

Action  for  dividends,  781 

Directors  as  entitled  to  plead  stat- 
ute, 960-962 

Director's  liabiHt?  for  eorporate' 
debts,  776 

Domestic  corporations  as  entitled 
to  plead  statute,  954 

Foreign  corporations  as  entitled 
to  plead  statute,  954 

Right  to  plead  statute,  954-956 

Running  of  statute  as  to  corporate 
matters  generally,  776 

Statute  as  applicable  to  corpora- 
tions, 972-976 

Stockholders'  liability   for  cor- 
porate debts,  777-779 

Unpaid  stock  subscriptions,  779 

Waiver  of  statute  by  corporate 
officers,  883 
Cotenancy  ■ — 

Bar  against  one  tenant  as  affect- 
ing others,  979 

Running  of  statute  against  coten- 
ants,  808 

Counterclaim  as  subject  to  limita- 
tation,  746-747 

Coupons,  actions  on,  728,  772 

Courts    (see   also   United  States 
courts)  — 
Attitude  towards  statute,  668 
Judicial  attitude  in  implying  ex- 
ceptions,  687-688 

Covenants,  actions  on,  725 

Coverture  as  suspending  operation 
of  statute,  847-850 

Crediting  payments  as  acknowledg- 
ment of  debt,  932 
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LIMITATION  OF  ACTIONS  — com- 
tinuetL 
Crimiiial  prooeediDgs,  704 
Deatii  M  intemptizv  sfeatnte,  860- 
862 

Decadents'  estates,  see  Ezeenton  and 
administntoxs 

Deception  as  estoppel  to  plead  stat- 
ute, 886 

Deeds,  obligation  by  aooeptanoe,  720 
Dtfenae  (see  also  Pleading  and  prac- 
tice; Waiver)  — 
Change  of  domieil  as  aflectingf 
670 

Fonn  of  action  u  detcnnimng 

light,  660 
Legal  aa  totingni^ed  from  eqtd- 

taUe,785 
Idmitation,  671-672 
Meritorious  defense,  668 
Natnre  (tf  ririit  to  assert  dafnseu 

660 

Necessity  of  pleading  statnte,  984 
Personal  privilege,  669,  861 
Statnte  as  applicable  to  defttises, 
745 

Vested  ri^t,  674 

Demand  as  necessary  to  set  statute 
nmning,  756-758 

Demand  notes,  commencement  of 
limitatioQ  period,  769 

Demurrer  as  mode  of  raising  de- 
fense, 994-098 

Deposits  — 
Actions  on,  728 

Commeneement     of  limitation 
against  depositor,  801 
Direction  of  verdict  on  plea  of  stat- 
ute, 986 
Directors,  see  Corporations 
Disability  of  party  (see  also  Sus- 
pension or  interruption  of  stat- 
ute) — 

Exception  to  statute,  688-689 
Infants,  690 
Insanity,  690 
Married  woman,  690 
Strict  construction  of  exceptions, 
827 

Time  of  existence,  825 
Disbarment  ptDoeedings,  tisutation, 
705 

Discontinaance  of  suit  as  affecting 

running  of  statute,  812 
Dismissal  of  suit  as  affecting  nm- 
ning of  statnte,  812 


LIMITATION  OF  ACTIONS  —  ! 
tmued. 

Dividends,  asemal  idmamoti 

TBI 

Domidl,  change  of  domkil  aa  alEeei* 

ing  defense,  670 
Dower — 
Aeeroal  of  eanse  of  aetion  against 

disseisor,  760 
Limitation  of  aotion  to  rseovar, 
714-715 

Due  process  d  l&v  as  affected  by 

amending  statute.  0B2 
Early  En^ish  linutati«n  acts,  663 
Effeet  d  statute  sea  OparatioD  and 

effect 
Eqoity — 

Aeeonnting,  744 

Analogy  to  statute  of  limitations, 

737-730 

Bills  of  TBviev,  743 

Commencement  of  limitation  peri- 
od, 758 

Concurrent  jurisdiction  of  law  and 
equity,  736 

Continuing  trespasses  and  nui- 
sances, 744 

Fraud  as  suspending  operation  of 
statute,  863 

Injunction  to  prevent  enforcement 
of  statute,  740 

Pleading  statute,  990 

Real  estate,  suits  affecting,  743 

Relief  against  fraud,  740-742 

Running  of  statute,  758 

Setting  aside  fraudulent  convey- 
ances, 7^ 

Specific  performance,  743 

State  statnte  in  fsdaral  equity 
cases,  695 

Statutes  of  limitation  in  equify, 
735-740 
Estoppel  (see  also  Waiver)  — 

Deceiving  plaintiff,  885 

Misleading  creditor,  884 

Pleading  statute  of  limitations, 
881-882 

Silence,  884 
Evidence  — 

Burden  of  proof,  1004 

Fraud,  1005 

Removal  of  bar,  1003,  1006 
Suspension  and  interraption  of 
statute,  1004 
Exceptions  (see  also  Acknowledg- 
ment and  new  promise;  Part 
payment)  — 
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LIMITATION  OF  ACTIONS  — om»- 
tinued. 
EzeeptioDa  —  eoNtimini. 
GcmeealmeDt  of  eanse  of  utkm, 

688 

Disabilities  of  plaintifl,  68&-a88 
Fraudulent  concealment,  688 
Government,  implied  ezeeptiona  in 

favor  of,  689 
Implieatim  by  eonstrafltion,  687- 

691 

Inability  to  sue,  688-689 
Infants  as  excepted  from  operar 

tion  of  statute,  867-870 
Insanity,  876-879 
Judicial  attitude  in  implying  ex- 

eeptions,  687-688 
Nonresidents,  690-691 
Persona  nnder  diaabiUtieB,  690 
Sovereign,  implied  exeeptions  in 

favor  of,  689 
Special  statotoi^  proceedings,  689 
United  States,  implied  exceptions 

in  favor  of,  689-690 
Executions  — 
Period  of  iMnftfu^H,  721 
Recovery  of  land  sold,  718 
Stay  as  interrupting  statute^  875 
Executors  and  administrators  — 
Commencement  of  limitation  peri- 

od  in  action  on  bond,  782 
Limitation  of  proceedii^  for  ap- 

pointmfflit,  707 
Konelaim  statutes,  665 
Part  payments  as  tolling  statute, 

042 

Promise  to  pay  barred  debt,  917- 
920 

Beeovery  of  land  sold  by  execu- 
tor, 718 
Right  to  plead  statute,  959 
Running  of  statute  against,  850- 

852,  976 
Short  statutes  of  limitation,  665 
Waiver  of  statute,  883,  917-920 

Extending  statutory  period,  672 

Extraterritorial  operatioB  ot  stat- 
ute, 670,  947-953 

Factor's  liability  to  piinoipal,  com- 
mencement of  limitation,  799 

False  imprisonment,  commencement 
of  limitation,  803 

Federal  eourts,  aee  United  States 
eonrtB 

Federal   govemmant,   see  United 
Stataa 


LIMITATION  OF  ACTIONS  — 
tifuied. 

FideU^  bonds,  comment^eat  of 

limitation  period,  781-785 
ViAa^asuB,  right  to  plead  statute, 

068-063 

Hooding  land,  e(»nmencement  of 

limitation,  789-791 
Foreign  corporations  — 
Bar  of  statute  against,  975 
Commencing  action  before  com- 
plying with  condition  precedent, 
987 

Right  to  plead  statute,  964 
Foreign  judgments  as  affected  by 

limitation  laws,  681 
Fordgn  statutes,,  sea  Confliot  of 

laws 

Forfeitures,  period  of  limitation,  704 
Form  of  action  as  detormming  limi- 
tation, 951 
Form  of  action  as  determining  right 
to  defense,  669 
Agent's  knowledge  and  conceal- 
ment, 865 
Fraud  — 
Actions  at  law  for  fraud,  735 
Avoidance  of  statute  for  fraud, 
1000 

Constructive  notice  from  record 
of  writing,  860 

Diligence  as  to  obtaining  knowl- 
edge, 868-860 

Duty  of  discovery  as  affecting 
running  of  statute,  741 

Equitable  relief  against  trmnd, 
740-742 

Equity  rule  as  to  suapensioD  of- 

statute,  853 
Evidence,  1005 

Implied  exception  to  statute^  688 
Postponement   of   operation  of 

statute  generally,  8^ 
Prevention  by  limitation  laws,  671 
Running  of  statute  from  date  <kC 

discovery,  863-865 
Silence  as  fraud,  861 
Suspension  of  limitatum  ginsnl- 

ly.  852 

Time  compoted  from  date  or  £s- , 
covery  of  fraud,  868-868 
Frandulent  conveyances,  suits  to  set 

aside,  742 
Qaming,  accrual  of  cause  of  aetitm 

for  mon^  lost,  750 
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LIMITATION  OF  ACTIONS  —  con- 
tinued. 

GarnisheeB  as  affected  by  bar  in 

favor  of  debtor,  967 
Government,  right  to  plead  statute, 

956 

Gnaranty,  commencement  of  limita- 
tion, 784 

Guardian's  bond,  commencement  of 

limitation,  783 
Heirs  — 

Right  to  plead  statute  in  action 
against  coheir,  963 

Bunning  of  statute  a^nst,  976 
Historical  review,  663 
Husband  and  wife,  see  Married 

women 

Ignorance  of  rights  as  snspendii^ 

statute,  831-833 
Impairment  of  obligation  of  contract 

by  amendment  of  limitation  law, 

680 

Implied  contracts,  actions  on,  731 

Implied  exceptions,  687-691 

Implied  trusts,  see  Trusts 

Indorsements  of  credit  as  acknowl- 
edgment of  debt,  932 

Infants  — 

Implied  exceptions  in  favor  of, 
690 

Running  of  statute  against  infant, 
867 

Statute  attaching  during  life  of 
ancestor,  869 
Injunctions  — 

Preventing  enforeement  of  stat- 
ute, 740 

Suspension  of  statute  by  injunc- 
tion against  suing,  872 
Insanity  — 

Commencement  of  limitation  peri- 
od before  insanity,  878 

Death  or  recovery  as  removing  in- 
capacity, 879 

Implied  exceptions  in  favor  of  in- 
sane persons,  690 

Interruption  of  statute,  876-879 

Removal  of  incapacify,  879 
Insolvency  — 

Part  payment  by  aangnee  or  trus- 
tee, 946 

Proceedings  as  intemipting  stat- 
ute, 874 

Schedules  as  acknowledgment  of 
debts  listed,  906 
Interest,  see  Aeknowledgment  and 
nenr  promise 


LIMITATION  OF  ACTIONS— ««•- 
tinned. 

Interest  coupcms,  actions  on,  728 
Interpretation,  See  Constmetion  of 

statute 

Interruption  of  statute,  see  Suspen- 
sion or  interruption  of  statute 
Joint  debtors  — 

Acknowledgment  to  stop  running 

of  statute,  912 
Part  payments  by,  937-930 
Joint  parties,  bar  of  one  as  affect- 
ing other,  978 
Judgments  — 
Absence  of  judgment  debtor  from 

state,  845 
Actions  based  on  judgments,  720- 
723 

Actions  on  foreign  judgments,  722 
Commencement     of  limitation 

against,  802 
Foreign  judgments  as  affected  by 

limitation  laws,  681 
Law  governing  actions  on  foreign 

ju^fments,  702 
Part   payment   as  interrupting^ 

statute,  926 
PFesnmption  of  extinguidiment,. 

722 

Judicial  attitude  towards  statute,  668 
King  as  affected  hy  statute,  967 
Labor,  commencement  of  limitation,. 
797 

Landlord  and  tenant,  limitation  of 

action  for  rent,  714 
Language,  effect  of  change,  686 
L^acies  — 

Limitation  of  action  for  recovery,. 
707-708 

Obligation  created  by  accepting 
legacy,  729 

Legal  proceejdings  as  suspending^ 
statute,  870-876 

LegulatiTe  modification  of  statntSr 
see  Amendment  of  statute 

Lengthening  statutory  period,  672 

Lex  fori,  697-704 

Lex  loci  contractus,  697-704 

Libel  and  slander,  limitation  of  ac- 
tions, 734 

Liberality  of  constmetion,  see  Con- 
struction of  statute 

Liens  — 

Bar  of  debt  as  afflsBtiiig  lien,  948- 
951 
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LDCITATION  OF  ACTIONS  —  oom- 

tinued. 
liecis  —  eontmiwd. 
Junior  Uenholder  u  i»oteeted  hj 

statute,  963 

Running  of  statute  against,  751 
Malicious  prosecution,  limitation  of 

actions,  734,  803 
Mandamus,  limitation  proeeedine, 

732 

Married  women  — 

Coverture  as  suspendii^  opera- 
tion of  statute,  847 

Husband's  right  to  plead  statnte 
as  against  wife,  964r-965 

Implied  axceptiouB  in  favor  of, 
690 

Removal  of  conmon-law  disabili- 
ties, 849 

Right  to  plead  statute  against 

husband,  964-965 
Running  of  statute  as  between 
husband  and  wife,  983 
Medium  of  part  p^ments,  928 
Mental  incapacity,  see  Insanity 
Meritorious  defense,  668 
Mining  operations,  eommeneemeDt  of 

limitation,  791 
Mistake  — 
Commencement  of  limitation  peri- 
od as  affected  by  mistake,  758 
Limitation  laws  as  preventing  mis- 
take, 671 

Modification  of  statnte,  see  Amend- 
ment of  statute 

Monopolies,   period   of  limitation 
under  anti-trust  act,  705 

Moral  obligation  to  pay  barred  debt, 
890-^1 

Mortgages  — 
Ateenee  of  mortgagor  from  state, 
846 

Acceleration  clause  as  affecting 

limitation  period,  793 
Assnmption  by  grantee,  effect  as 

new  promise,  916 
Bar  of  debt  as  affecting  mortgage, 

949-951 
Foiedosnre  action,  719-720 
Foreclosure,  running  of  statute 

against,  792 
Impainnmt  of  security,  accrual 

of  cause  of  action,  750 
Interest,  payment  as  acknowledg- 
ment of  debt,  934 
Mortgagee's  right  to  plead  statute 

in  action  gainst  mortgagor,  963 


LIMITATION  OF  ACTIONS  — «»- 

Mortgages  —  eonttnued 
Purt  payment  by  grantee  assnm- 

ii^  mortage  dm,  944 
Revival  by  promise  to  pay  debt 

secured,  915 
Municipal  corporations  — 
Bar  of  Btatnte  agaiort  mnnieipali- 

ties,  972-074 
Promise  to  pay  as  interrupting 

statute,  920 
Right  to  plead  statute^  957 
Negligence  actions  — 
Amendinent  at.  pleadings,  820 
Commencement  of  limitation  peri- 
od, 765 
New  trial,  986 
Nonclaim,  statutes  of,  665 
Nonresidents  (see  also  Absence  from 
state)  — 
Exclusion  from  benefits  of  limita- 
tion laws,  682 
Implied  exceptions  in  favor  <A, 
690-691 

Party  out  of  state  when  cause  of 

action  arises,  692-693 
Right  to  plead  statute,  953 
Running  of  statute  against,  983 
Nonsuit  as  affecting  running  of  stat- 
ute, ai2 
Nuisances  — 
Cmtinning   nuisances,  equitable 

remedy,  744 
Limitation  of  action  for,  716 
Running  of  statute  against,  787 
Operation  and  effect  (see  also  P^ 

sons  subject  to  ban')  — 
Bar  of  security  as  affecting  debt, 

951 

Cause  of  action  or  remedy  affect- 
ed, 947 

Collateral  security  aa  affected  by 
bar  of  debt,  948 

Conflict  of  laws,  947 

Extraterritorial  operation  of  stat- 
ute, 947-963 

Form  of  action  aa  determining 
limitation,  951 

Liens  as  affected  by  bar  of  debt, 
948-951 

Mortgage  as  affected  by  bar  of  , 

debt,  949-951 
Pledge  as  affected  by  bar  of  debt, 

948 

Prineq»al  and  mrety,  966 
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LIMITATION  OF  ACTIONS  — con- 
tintied. 

Operation  and  effect  —  continued. 

Prospectiye  operation,  682-684 

Retrospective  operatton,  682-684 

Security  aa  affected  by  bar  of 
debt,  948 

Several  remedies  as  affecting  ap- 
plication of  statute,  951 

Statute  creating  liability  and  fix- 
ing limitation,  952 

Suspending  operation,  673 
Overflow  of  land,  commencement  of 

limitation,  789-791 
Partition,  limitation  of  action,  714 
Partnership  — 

Acknowledgment  of  firm  debt  by 
partner,  913-915 

Commencement  of  limitations  as 
to  actions  between  partners,  805 

Part  payment  by  partner,  940- 
941 

Bight  of  partner  to  plead  statute 
against  copartner,  962 
Part  payment  — 

Acknowledgment  by  part  pay- 
m«it,  923 

Application  of  payments,  926- 
928 

Application  of  proceeds  of  col- 
lateral, 930-931 

Assignee  in  bankruptcy  or  in- 
solvency, 946 

Collateral  security,  application  of 
proceeds,  930-931 

Effect  generally,  921 

Executors  and  administrators,  942 

Goods  as  medium  of  payment,  928 

Grantee  assuming  mortgage  debt, 
944 

Indorsements  of  credit,  942 
Joint  and  several  makers  of  note, 
939 

Joint  debtor  making  payment, 
936-939 

Jud^ents,  effect  of  part  pay- 
ment, 924 
Medium  of  payment,  928 
Mode  of  payment,  928-035 
Mortgages,  942 

Note  given  in  part  payment,  929 
Partners,  940-941 
Persons  to  and  by  whom  pay- 
ment may  be  made,  935-947 
Pleading,  1001 
Principal  and  sonty,  946 


LIMITATION  OF  ACTIONS  — «». 
timted. 

Part  paymwt  —  contimt4d. 
Property  as  medium  of  payment, 

928 

Statatoxy  provisiosiB  aa  to  efleeC, 

922 

Sufficiency  of  payment,  923 
Trustee  in  bankruptcy  or  insolveD- 

cy,  946 

Voluntary  payment  as  wHsential, 
924 

Payment,  see  Part  payment 
Penalties,  poiod  of  limitation,  704 
Period  of  limitation  (see  also  Ae- 

knowledgment  and  new  pzomise; 

Running  of  statute)  — 
Cases  not  otharwise  provided  for, 

706 

Computation,  677 
Contractual  modification  of  limi- 
tation laws,  696-697 
Criminal  proceedings,  704 
Disbarment  proceedings,  705 
Executors  and  administratots,  ap- 
pointment, 707 
Forfeitures,  actions  for,  704 
Lt^acies,  recovery  of,  707-708 
Miscellaneous  periods,  706-706 
Penalties,  actions  for,  704 
Probate  matters,  707 
Reasonablenees,  678-680 
Shortening  period,  676 
Statutory  liabilities,  aetions  for, 
704 

Stockholders'   liability,  enforce- 
ment, 705 
Tru^  708-712 
Perjuries  prevntted  by  limitation 

laws,  671 

Personal  injniieB,  eommencement  of 
limitation  period,  765 

Personal  property,  linutation  of  ae- 
tions for  recovei7, 733 

Persons  protected  — 
Agent  as  i^ainst  principal,  965 
Assignees  in  action  against  aa- 

signor,  964 
Attorn^  as  against  clioit,  965 
Contractual  relationship,  964-967 
Corporations,  954 
Directors  of  eorporatioaB,  960- 
962 

Domestic  corporations,  954 
Executors  and  administrators,  959 
Fiduciaries,  958-963 
Qaznishees,  967 
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UMITATION  or  ACTIONS— c«- 
tinmd. 

PeTBona  protected  —  eomtimttd. 
Qowrammt,  966 

Heir's  right  to  plead  ia  action 
against  coheir,  963 

Husband  against  wife  and  nee 
versa,  964-965 

Junior  lienholdon,  963 

Mortgagee's  right  to  plead  in  ac- 
tion against  mortgagor,  963 

Uunicipal  corporations,  957 

Konrestdents,  953 

Partners,  962 

Principal  and  agent,  965 

Principal  and  surety,  966 

Privies  in  estate,  9(3-964 

Receivers,  964 

Belationahip  based  on  privity  of 

estate,  963-964 
Boverdgn,  950 
SUte,  956 
Tmstees,  96B 
United  States,  956 
Tmdee'a  ri^t  to  plead  in  action 

agidnst  vendor,  9iB3 
Persons  subject  to  bar  — 
Ass^ees  in  bankruptcy,  979 
Gestuia  qne  trust,  977 
GoplaintiSs  and  codef  endants,  978 
Corporations,  972-976 
Cotenants,  979 

Executors  and  administnton,  976 

Government,  968-470 

Enr  suing  on  aiiee8t<«'s  eauM  ot 
action,  976 

Husband  and  wife,  proeeedings  be- 
tween, 983 

Joint  tenants, '979 

King,  967 

Municipal  corporations,  972-974 
Nonresidents,  983 
Possession  of  land,  981 
Receivers,  979 

Remainders  and  revannons,  982 

Sovereign,  967 

State,  970-972 

Sureties,  980-981 

United  States,  968-970 
Physicians  and  surgeons,  commence- 
ment of  limitati<Hi  of  neHaii  for 

malpractice,  766 
Pleading  and  practice  — 

Acknowledgment  and  new  prom- 
ise, 1001 

Amendments  pleading  statute,  993 
R.  C.  L.  Vol.  XVIL— «L 


UMITATION  or  ACTIONS  — eon- 
ttnued. 

Pka^ng  and  praflCiee  —  continued. 
Avoidanoe,  999-1003 
Bar  of  statute  as  defense,  984 
Demurrer,  994r-999 
Oii«etion  of  vofdiet,  986 
Equity  rule  aa  to  pleading  stat- 
ute, 990 

Failure  to  plead  as  vaivoTf  882 
Findings,  986 

Necessity  of  pleading  statute,  984, 

990 

New  promise,  1001 
New  promise  eontaiiud  in  plead- 
ings, 906 
Part  payment,  1001 
Bejoinder,  998 
R^ieation,  998 
Sufficiency  of  plea,  992 
Traverse  of  998 
Trial,  985 
Pledge  as  afflscted  by  bar  <tf  debt, 
948 

Poatponemwt^  see  SuspennoB  or  in- 
terruption of  statute 
Power  of  sovereign^  to  eetabttsh 

limitations,  669 
Presumption,    extinguishment  of 

judgment,  722 
Pnsumption  of  payment  a»  theory 

of  limitation  laws,  664 
Principal  and  agent,  agent's  right  to 
plead  statute  against  principal, 
965 

Bar  of  claim  against  principal  aa 

affeeting  surety,  980 
Contribution  between  sureties,  981 
Part  payment  by  princip^  as 

binding  surety,  946 
Part  payment  by  surety  as  binding 

principal,  946 
Promise  to  pay  barred  debt,  920 
Subrogation  rig^t,  when  barred, 

980 

Surety  as  entitled  to  benefit  of  bar 
in  favor  of  principal,  966 
Privity  of  estate  as  giving  right  to 

plead  statute,  963-964 
Process  as  commencing  action,  811 
Promise  to  pay  irtieta  able,  com- 
mencement of  limitation  period, 
762 

Property  right  in  defense,  674-675 
Prospective  (iteration  of  statute, 
682-684 
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LIMITATION  OF  ACTIONS  ~  eon- 
tinued. 

PabUe  offieen,  eommencement  ut 
liiiutati<m  of  aetioiis  wanst,  807 

Pttblie  pol»7  as  buit  of  limitetum 
lava,  669-670 

Qaieting  title,  limitation  of  aetim, 
715 

Qno  wazranto,  limitation  inooeed- 

ing,  732 
Real  property  — 
Aetion  for  injuries,  eommenee- 
ment  of  Iimitati<ni  generally, 
785 

Tlooding,  789-701 

Limitation  oi  adiona  aifecting, 

712-n9 
Nniaaneea,  787 

Beeoveiy  of  land  sold  by  ezeentw, 
718 

Suits  in  equity  affecting  realty, 
743 

BeasonaUeness  of  limitation  period, 
67ft-680 

Reasons  for  npboIcUiq;  validity  of 

statatea,  671 
Beoeipts,  actions  on,  728 
Receivers,  nuining  of  statnte  against, 

979 

Record  of  writing  as  constraetire 
notice  of  fraud,  860 

Remainders,  running  of  statnte 
against  remainder,  982 

Remedy  as  extingnished  by  limita- 
tion laws,  666 

Renewal  notes  as  new  promise  to 
pay  debt,  907 

Kent,  limitation  of  aetion  to  reeorer, 
714 

Repeal  of  statute,  673 
B^iose  as  theory  of  Umitatirai  lava, 
664 

Request  not  to  sue  as  waiver  of  stat- 
nte, 883 

Residence,  see  Absence  from  state 
Residents,  see  Conflict  of  laws 
,  Retrospective  operation  of  statute, 

68^684 

Reversions,    running    of  statnte 

against  reversioner,  962 
Revival  of  cause  of  action  (aee  also 
Acknowledgment  and  new  prom- 
ise; Part  payment)  — 
Statutory  revival,  674 
Rigbt  not  axtinguished, '660 


UMITATION  OF  ACTIONS— 
(Hiued. 

Banning  of  at^te  (see  also  Aa- 
knowledgment  and  new  prom- 
ise;  Ainaidbaeot  of  pleadings; 
CiHnmencaaent  of  proceedings; 
Part  payment;  Persons  protect- 
ed; Suspension  or  interruption 
of  statute)  — 
Accounts,  804 

Accrual  of  cause  of  action  as  oom- 
mencement  of  period,  748 

Agent's  liability  to  principal,  799 

Attorneys  at  law,  actions  for  neg- 
ligence or  misconduct,  766 

Bailments,  800 

Bills  and  notes,  769-776 

Breach  of  contract,  759-763 

Broker's  liability  to  principal,  799 

Commencement  of  period  gener- 
ally, 748 

Cont^tions  precedent  to  accrual  of 
right,  756 

Contracts  generally,  769-763 

Corporate  matters,  776-781 

Cotenants^  808 

Demand  as  essential,  756-758 

Dover  rigbt,  action  against  dis- 
seisor, 750 

Equitable  suits,  758 

Factor's  liability  to  principal,  709 

False  imprisonment,  803 

Fidelity  bonds,  781-785 

Gaming,  claim  for  money  lost,  750 

Guaranty,  784 

Heir  suing  on  ancestor's  eaose  of 

action,  976 
Indenmity  contracts,  781-7ffi 
Injuries  to  real  property,  78&- 
■  792 
Judgments,  802 
Lien  on  rral  property,  751 
Malicious  prosecution,  803 
Harried  women,  848 
Maturity  of  debt  as  aeoroal  of 

cause  of  action,  749 
Mining  operations,  791 
Mistake,  effect,  758 
Money  collected  by  attorney,  768 
Mortgages,  792-794 
Mutual  accounts,  804 
Notes,  769-776 
Partnership  matters,  805 
Payment  out  of  paitienlar  fond, 

763 
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LIMITATION  OF  ACTIONS  —  q<m- 
tinued. 

Bnimmg  of  statute  —  continued. 
Person  capable  of  msag  or  beiiig 

sued,  761 
Principal  and  surety,  elaims  inter 

88,  783 

Promise  to  pay  when  abl^  and  the 

Uke,  762 
PromisBory  notes,  769-776 
Public  officers,  actions  against, 

807 

Real  property,  injuries  to,  786- 

792 

Seduction,  808 

Services  rendered  by  plaintiff,  767 
Specific  performance,  758 
Stockholder's    right    ot  action 

against  directors,  750 
Tenanfa  in  common,  808 
Time  computed  from  act  or  event, 

763-755 

Time  reckoned  from  day  or  date, 
752 

Teat  Mtiona,  763-766 
Trnata,  794-797 
WcH^,  labor  and  services,  707 
Sales,  fraudulent  vendee  as  protect- 
ed by  limitation,  867 
Saving  elaoses,  construction,  687 
Sealed  instmments,  actions  on,  724- 
726 

Security  barred  as  affecting  debt,  951 
Seduction,  commencement  of  limita- 
tion, 808 

Service  of  process  as  commencement 
of  action,  811 

Services,  commencement  of  limita- 
tion, 797 

Set-off  and  connterelaim  as  snfajeet 

to  limitation,  746-747 
Settlement,  offer  as  new  promise, 

902-904 

Shortening  period  of  limitation,  672, 
676 

Short  statutes  of  limitation,  666 
Silence  — 

Estoppel  to  plead  statute,  884 

Fraudulent  concealment,  861 
Special   statutory   proceedings  as 

within  statute,  689 
Specific  performance  — 

Commencement  of  statutory  peri- 
od, 758 

Statute  as  applicable,  743 


UMITATIPN  OP  ACTIONS 
tinued. 
State  — 

Bar  of  statute  against  stat^  970- 

972 

Reasonableness  of  limitation  peri- 
od in  government  cases,  680 
Right  to  plead  statnte,  956 
Statutory  liabilities,  period  of  limi- 
tation, 704 
Stay  of  execution  as  interrupting 

statute,  875 
Stockholders  — 

Action  to  enforce  liability  for  cor- 
porate debts,  705 
Limitation  as  to  liability  for  eor- 

porate  debts,  777-779 
Unpaid  stoek  snbscriptionB,  779- 
780 

Subrogation,  see  Suspeniifm  or  in- 
terruption of  statute 
Sureties,  claim  against  principal  or 

cosureties,  783 
Surety  as  affected  1^  principal's 

ooncealmfflit,  866 
Suspending  operation  of  statute,  673 
Suspension  or  interruption  of  stat- 
ute (see  also  AclcnowledgmeDt . 
and  new  promise;  Amendmeiit 
of  pleadings;  Commencement  of 
proceedings;  Disability  of  par- 
ty; Part  payment)  — 
Absence  from  state,  835-847 
Appeals,  876 

Bankruptcy  proceedings,  874 
"Beyond  the  seas,"  833-835 
Bringing  action,  809 
Burden  of  proof,  1004 
Coverture,  847-850 
Death,  850-852 
Exceptions,  827-830 
Exeeptions  created  by  court,  828- 
830 

Fraud  and  fraudulent  conceal- 
ment, 852-867 
Ignorance  of  rights,  831-833 
Infancy,  867-S70- 
Injunction  against  bringing  oe- 

tion,  872 
Insanity,  876-879 
Insolvency  proceedings,  874 
Intervening  disability,  878 
L^al  proceedings,  870-876 
Mental  incapacity,  876-879  ' 
Removal  of  incapacity,  879 
Stay  of  execution,  875 
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LmiTATION  OF  ACTIONS  — em- 
timud. 

Suspension  or  interraption  ot  stat- 
ute —  continued. 
Snbrogation,  rights  derived  hy^ 
833 

SnceesfflTe  disabilitieB,  830 
Si^rvening  disability  of  patty. 

Taking  sneeesnve  disalnHtieB,  830 

Time  of  existence  of  disaUlity, 
826 

War,  879-881 
Telephones,  limitation  of  tort  aetions 

generally,  733 
Tenants,  mnuing  ot  statute  against, 

981 

Tenants  in  common,  nmning  of  stat- 
ute between,  808 

Theory  of  limitation  lows  — 
Extinguishment  of  remedy,  666 
Public  policy,  670 
Bepose  or  presumption,  664 

Time  — 
Acknowledgment  of  debt,  894 
Computation  from  act  or  event, 
753-755 

Computation  from  date  or  dis- 

covezy  of  fraud,  856-858 
Computation  of  day  or  date,  752 
Torts  — 
Accrual  of  cause  of  action,  765 
Acknowledgment  of  liability  as 

interrupting  statute,  894-895 
Commencement  of  limitation  peri- 
od, 763-766 
Law  governing,  701 
Idbel  and  slander,  734 
Malicious  prosecution,  734 
Halpraetioe,    commencement  of 
limitation,  765 
Trespass  — 
Continuing  trespasses,  equitable 

remedy,  744 
limitation  of  action  fcn>,  713 
Trover — 
Commencement  of  limitatiwi  peri- 
od, 7«5 

Ignorance  of  eonveision  as  affect- 
ing running  of  statute,  733 
TrastB  — 

Bar  of  trustee  as  affecting  cestui' 
que  trust,  977 

Commencement  of  limitation  peri- 
od, 794-797 

Limitation  as  to  implied  trusts, 
7U 


LIMITATION  OF  ACTIONS  —  . 
tinued. 
Trusts  —  continued. 
Repudiatims  of  trust  itdationship, 

710 

Bight  ot  trustee  to  plead  statute, 

958 

Bunning  of  statute  against  bene- 
ficiary, 708-710 
United  States  — 

Bar  of  statute  against  government, 
968-970. 

Exemption  from  operation  of  stat- 
ute, 670 

Implied  exeeptioiis  m  favor  of, 
689-690 

Power  to  enact  limitation  laws, 
670 

Beasonableness  at  limitation  peri- 
od in  government  eases,  680 

R^t  to  plead  statute,  066 

WaivOT  of  statute  by  government 
offleers,  883 
United  States  courts  — 

Construeticm  of  stite  law  1^  state 
courts,  696 

State  statutes  applied  in  federal 
courts,  694 
Validity  of  limitation  laws  — 

Characteristics  of  vaUd  statute, 
871 

Construction  in  favor  of  validify, 
684 

Power  of  sovereignty  to  establish 
limitations,  669 

Power  of  state  and  federal  govem- 
mmts,  670 

Reasonableness  of  limitation  peri- 
od, 676-680 

Reasons  for  upholding  validity, 
671 

Vendee's  right  to  plead  statute  in 
action  against  mortgagor,  963 

Verdict  directed  on  plea  of  statute, 
985 

Vested  right  in  defense,  674 
Waiver  — 

Agreements  to  waive  statute,  886- 
887 

Attorn^  authorised  to  confess 
judgment,  883 

Executor  or  administrator  aa  au- 
thorized to  waive  statute,  883 

Executore  and  administrators,  917- 
920 

Failure  to  plead  defense  882 
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LIMITATION  OF  ACTIONS  — 

tinued. 
Waiver —  contintted. 

Governmeiit  officers  as  authorized 
to  waive  statute,  883 

Officer  of  corporation  as  author- 
ized to  waive  statute,  883 

Personal  right  of  debtor,  882 

Persons  authorized  to  waive- stat- 
ute, 882 

Plea  of  statute  as  subject  to 

waiver,  881 
Bequest  not  to  sae  or  for  in- 
dulgence, 883 
Withdrawal  of  plea,  882 
War  as  interrupting  statute,  879- 
881 

Warrants,  commencement  of  limita- 
tion, 772 

Who  may  plead  statute,  see  Persons 

protected 
Wills,  see  Legacies 
Words  and  phrases  — 

"Actions  not  otherwise  ppaWded 

for,"  693 
"Out  of  the  state"  when  eanse  of 

action  arises,  692-693 
Residence,  836 

"When  eause  of  action  has  arisen," 
691 

Work,  labor  and  services,  eommen ce- 
ment of  limitation,  797 

XJ8  PENDENS  — 

Abatement  of  suit,  1039 

Amendment  of  pleadings  as  affect- 
ing lis  pendens,  1035 

Appeal,  effect,  1040, 1042 

Application  of  doctrine  — 
Ejectment,  1025 
Equitable  proceedings,  1024 
Instances  of  application,  1025 
Judicial    proceedings  generally, 
1024 

Setting  aade  fraudulent  convey- 
ance, 1026 
Specific  perfozmance,  10^ 

Banning  of  lis  pendms,  1033 

Bill  of  renew,  1044 

Bills  and  notes  as  effected  by  doe- 
tiine,  1022 

Choses  in  action  as  affected  by  doc- 
trine, 1022 

Commencement  of  lis  pendens,  1033 

Conunercial  paper  as  affected  by 
doctrine,  1022 


LIS  PENDENS  — eonttmwdl 
Common-law  doctrine  adopted  by 

statute,  1014 
Constructive  notice,  1011,  1014 
Cross  bill  as  affecting  Us  pendens, 

1036 
Definition,  1008 

Description  of  property  as  essential, 
1020 

Diligent   prosecution   as  essential, 

1037-1039 
.Dismissal  of  suit,  1039 
Doctrine  stated,  1009 
Duration  of  lis  pendens,  1037-1039 
Ejectment,  application  of  doctrine, 

1025 

Essentials  to  existence  of  valid  lis 

pendens  — 
Description  of  property,  1020 
Jurisdiction,  1020 
Litigation  as  to  specific  property. 

1019 

Specific  property  to  be  affected, 

1019 

Foundation  of  doctrine,  1009 
History  of  doctrine,  1011 
Inception  of  lis  pendens,  1033 
Judicial  attitude  towards  doctrine, 
1013 

Judicial  sales,  purchaser  as  affected 

by  doctrine,  1031 
Jurisdiction  as  essential,  1020 
Litigation  as  to  specific  property  as 

essential,  1019 
Marketable  title  as  affected  by  lis 

pendens,  1024 
Modem  statutes  — 

Common-law  doctrine  adopted  by 

statute,  1014 
Effect  of  requirement  of  formal 

notice,  1018 
Piling  of  formal  notice,  1016- 
1018 
Notice  — 

Actual  notice,  sufficiency,  1018 
Constructive  notice  1014 
Constructive  notice  as  basis  of 

doctrine,  1011 
Effect  of  requirement  of  forma] 

notice,  1018 
Facts  shown  by  lis  pendens,  1014 
Filing  of  formal  notice  required 

by  statute,  1016-1018 
Form  and  requisites  of  statutory 

notice,  1018 
Matters  stated  in  amendment  of 
biU,  1014 
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LIS  PENDENS  — conhBMtfdL 
Origin  of  doctrine,  1011 
Pendente  lite  purchasers,  1027 
Personalty  as  affected  by  doctrine, 

1021-1024 
Persons  affected  — 
Holdets  of  unrecorded  deeds  and 

incumbrances,  1030 
Interest  acquired  before  litigation, 
1028 

Pendente  lite  purchasers  general- 
ly, 1027 

Possession  of  pendente  lite  pur- 
chaser in  pending  suit,  1031 

Purchase  at  judicial  sales,  1031 
Property  affected  — 

Choses  in  action,  1022 

Commercial  paper,  1022 

Personal  property,  1021 

Real  property,  1021 
Public  poli^  as  basis  of  doctrine, 

1012 

Purchasers  at  judicial  sales  as  af- 
fected by  doctrine,  1031 

Real  property  as  affected  by  doc- 
trine, 1021 

Remedies  against  pendente  lite  pur- 
chaser, 1032 

Rule  of  strict  construction,  1013 

Specific  performance,  application  of 
doctrine,  1025 

Statutory  doctrine,  see  Modern  stat- 
utes 

Termination  of  lis  pendens,  1039 
Territorial  operation  of  doctrine, 
1015 

Writ  of  error,  effect,  1040. 

ZJVERT  8TABZ.E  KEEPERS  — 

Bailments,  livery  stable  keeper  as 
bailee  for  hire,  1051 

Chattel  mortgage  as  prior  to  livery- 
man's lien,  1050 

Control,  see  R^^ulation  and  control 

Courts,  see  Emulation  and  control 

Definition,  1045 

Execution,  levy  as  destroying  lien, 
1049 

Exempt  property  as  subject  to  lien, 
1048 

Injuries  to  patrons,  1053 

Liabilities,  see  Rights  and  liabilities 

Lien  — 
Common-law  doctrine,  1046 
Exempt  property  as  subject  to 
lien,  1048 


LIVERT   STABLE   KEEPERS  — 

eoniinued. 
Lien  —  continued. 
Levy  by  liveryman  as  affecting 

lien,  1049 
Loss  of  lien,  1049 
Possession  under  agreement  with 

owner  as  essential,  1049 
Priority  over  chattel  mortgage, 

1050 

Statutory  lien,  1048 
Negligence  of  drirer  or  employee 
1055 

Nuisances,  livery  stable  as  noiaaooe 

per  se,  1059 
Relation  and  control  — 
Del^;ation  of  control  to  property 

owners,  1060 
Judicial  control,  1057 
Livery  stable  as  nuisance  per  se, 
1059 

Munidpal  control,  1059 
Bights  and  liabilities  — 
Acts  of  person  hirii^,  1057 
Bailee  for  hire,  1051 
Injuries  to  patrons,  1053 
Liability  of  person  hiring,  1056 
Negligence,  1051-1053 
Negligence  of  driver  or  employee, 
1055 

Sunday  contracts,  1056 
Warranty  as  to  character  of  horse, 

1054 

Sunday  contracts,  validity,  1056 
Warranty  as  to  character  of  horse, 
1054 

£008  AHD  TXmBEB  — 

Actions  — 
Remedies  for  cutting  timber,  1106 
1*  'plevin  for  trees  cut,  1106,  1113 
Trespass  for  cutting  timber,  1106 
Value  of  timber  removed,  1111 

Act  of  God,  liability  of  boom  com- 
pany, 1149 

Adjoining  owners,  boundary  trees, 
U04 

Booms  — 

Construction  in  boundary  rivers, 
1155 

Extraordinary  flood,  liability  of 

boom  company,  1149 
Qovemmental     authority  over 

booms,  1154 
Lien  for  boomii^,  1150 


Digitized  by  Google 


INDEX 


1287 


LOGS  AND  TIMBER  —  continued. 
Booms  —  continued. 
Neoeesity  for  booming  ftwUitigi, 
1146 

Nuiaances,  effect  of  statutory  ao- 

tborizatioa,  1152 
Begulatioii,  1154 

RiC^tB  and  liabilitiea  of  boom 
mmpanies  generally,  1147 

Tolls  for  booming^  1150 

Use  in  floating  1146 
Boundary  rivers,  congtraetion  of 

booms  in,  1155 
Boundary  trees,  rights  of  adjoining 

owners,  1104 
Bridges  interfering  with  floatiiu 

logs,  1143 
Caveat  emptor,  grant  of  timber,  1077 
Contractors'  tiens,  1118 
Contracts  — 

Floating  lof^  as  affected  by  con- 
tract, 1141 

Statute  of  frauds  aa  applicable  to 
contracts  for  timber,  1068-1071 
Conveyances,  see  Qrants  of  timber 
Cotenancy,  partition,  1103 
Cutting  timber  (see  also  Grants  of 
timber;  LicenssB  to  cut)  — 

Damages,  1107 

Remedies  for  wrongful  cutting, 

1106 
Damages  — 
Destruction  of  ornamental  or  fmit 

trees,  1109 
Destruction  of  timber  generaDy, 

1107 

Injury  to  riparian  omm  by  float- 
ing logs,  ll56 
Injury  to  trees  on  highway,  Ull 
Proof  of  damage  to  riparian 
owner,  1158 
.  Punitive  damages  tar  destroying 

trees,  1110 
Dams  — 
Passage  for  floating  logs,  1140 
Prescriptive  ri^rht  to  build,  1142 
Rig^  of  riparian  owners  to  con- 
struct, 1139 
Deeds,  see  Giants  of  timber 
Definitions  — 
Logs,  1065 
Lomber,  1066 
Timber,  1065 
Destruction  of  timber,  damages,  1107 
Drifting  logs,  ownerdiip,  1134 
Excepting  timber  in  conveyance  of 
land,  1091-1094 


LOOS  AND  TmBEB  —  eotMtuui. 
Floating  low  — 
Banks  of  stream,  vm  hy  loggers, 

1135 
Booms,  1146-1156 
Bridges  as  obstruetion,  114S 
Cba^^    for   use   o£  private 
streams,  1132 
-  Compensation  for  riebts  in  navi- 


Duration  of  use,  1127 
Floatable  streams,  1120 
Forcing  way  put  obstructions, 
1144 

Injunction  against  improper  use 

of  stream,  116$-1166 
Injury  to  riparian  owiier,  1166 
L^l^islative  control  tft  streams, 

1129 

Navigable  and  floatable  steeama, 

1120 
N^ligenee,  1157 

Ownership  of  strutded  or  drifting 
logs,  1134 

Prescriptive  rig^it,  1127 

Private  streams,  1182 

Profitably  use  of  stream  as  de- 
termining diaracter,  1126 

Proof  of  floatable  character  of 
stream,  1123 

B^ht  as  affected  by  statute  or 
o(mtra<A,  1141 

Rules  governing  floatiiw  of  1ms, 
U33 

Rules  goveniiiur  use  of  streams, 
1128-1139 
Fruit  tress,  damages  for  destmetion, 
1109 

Governmental  antfaority  for  booms, 
1164 

Qrants  of  timber — 
Breech  of  oontraet,  1101 
Caveat  emptor,  1077 
Defect  in  vmdor's  title  to  land, 
1097 

Extension  of  time  for  removal, 

1090 

Fee  simple  estates,  1080-1091 
Lien  for  purchase  money,  1100 

Priorities,  1078 

Reasonable  time  for  ranoval,  1082, 
1088 

Recording  acts  as  appHeaUe,  1076 
Removal,  limitation  of  ri^t^  1082 
Reservation  of  timbo*  in  convey- 
ance of  land,  1091-1094 
Sale  of  designated  tnes,  1085 
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LOGS  AND  TIMBER  — eonlteiwd. 
Grants  of  timber  —  oont^uud, 
Beope  and  effect  of  conv^ance, 
1094 

Terminable  estatee,  1080-1091 

Temination  of  right  on  expira- 
tion of  time  for  ronoval,  1085 

Title  after  expiration  of  time  for 
removal,  1084 

Title  to  trees  cut  but  not  removed 
before  expiration  of  time,  1087 

Uncertainty  of  contract,  1100 

Vendee's  rights  after  expiration 
of  time  for  removal,  1084 

Warranty  of  title,  1077 

Writing  as  neoesaa:^,  1076 
Highways,  damages  for  injazy  to 

trees  on,  1111 
Injoaction  against  improper  oae  of 

stream,  1163-1166 
Laborers'  liens,  1118 
License  to  enter  on  land  and  eat 

timber,  1072-1076,  1060 
Liens  — 

Boomage,  1150 

Constitutionality  of  lien  laws,  1117 
Contractors'  liens,  1118 
Hire  of  teams,  1119 
Laborers'  liens,  1118 
Lowers'  liens,  1115 
Mill  men's  liens,  1115 
Purchase  mon^  of  timber  sold, 
1100 

Scope  of  lien  laws,  1118 

Services  giving  rise  to  lien,  1119 
Life  estates,  rights  of  life  teoant  in 

timber,  1103 
Ledgers'  liena,  1115 
Lining,  see  Floating  logs;  Liens 
Logs  (see  also  Floating  logs)  — 

Confusion  of  goods  in  logs,  1114 

Ownerdlip  at  stranded  or  drifting 
logs,  1134 

Sale  of  logs,  1098 
Lumber — 

Gonfunftn  of  goods  in  Inmber, 

m4 

lien  for  purchase  moncQr,  1100 
Sale  of  Iwnber,  1008 
Mill  men's  liens,  1115 
Mortgages,  ri^^ts  of  mortgagee  in 

timber,  1103 
Negligence  in  floating  logs,  1157 
Nnisanees,  booms,  1152 
ObHtruction  of  streams,  1139 
Ornamental  trees,  damages  for  de- 
struction, UOS 


LOGS  AND  TIM6EB  —  continued. 
Partition  between  joint  owners,  1103 
Prescriptive  rig^t  to  float  logs,  1127 
Public  lands,  right  to  eat  timber  on, 

1097 
Real  property  — 
Inheritable  character  of  estate  in 

timber,  1072 
license  to  «iter  on  land  and  cut 

timber,  1072-1076 
Statute  of  frauds  as  applicable  to 
contracts  for  timber,  1068-1071 
Trees  as  part  of  freehold,  1066- 
1068 

Replevin  for  trees  cut,  1113 
Reservation  of  timber  in  conveyanoe 

of  land,  1091-1094 
Riparian  owner's  right  to  natnra! 

flow  of  water,  1137 
Sales  (see  also  Grants  of  timber)  — 

Logs  and  lumber,  1098 
Separation  of  owuerablp  of  trees 

from  land,  see  Grants  of  Timber 
Btatttte  of  frauds,  applicabilitv  of 

contracts  for  timber,  1068-1071 
Strandod  lo^,  ownership,  1334 
Taxation  of  timber,  1166 
Transportaticm  of  Ic^  by  water,  see 

Floating 
Trees  — 

Character  as  real  property,  1066- 
1068 

Cutting  trees  regulated,  1167 
Planting    trees,  encouragement, 

1167 

Trees  near  boundary,  1105 
Warranty  of  title  to  timber,  1077 
Waters  (see  also  Booms ;  Dams)  — 
Banks  used  in  floating  1<^,  1135 
Compensation  for  rights  m  navi- 

g^e  streams,  1130 
Damages  for  improper  use .  of 

stream,  1155-1163 
Dams  built  by  riparian  owners, 
1139 

Floatable  streams,  1120 
Lijimction  against  imprt^ter  use 

of  stream,  1163-1166 
Legislative  control,  1129 
Navigable  streams,  1120 
Obstruction  of  streams,  1139 
Prescriptive  ririit  to  float  logs, 

1127 

I^vi^e  stmuns,  charges  for  use. 
1132 

Profitable  use  for  floating  logs  m 
determining  eharaeta;  1126 
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LOGS  AND  TIMBER— iMfOtMMd 
Waters  —  eonUimed. 
Pnof  of  floatable  efaaraeter,  1123 
Bemedies  for  improper  use  of 

stream,  1155 
Riparian  owner's  lig^  to  nataral 

flow,  1137 
Rules  goreming  nse  of  streams  for 
logging,  1128-1139 

LOST  PAPERS  Aim  RECORDS  — 

Aoo^tor's  liability  on  lost  instm- 

ments,  1187 
Actions,  see  Recovery  on  lost  in- 

stmments 
Antenuptial  agreemeots,  recovery  on, 

1178 
Bills  and  notes  — 

Mere  evidence  of  debt,  1169 

Beeovefy  on  lost  n^iotiiJtle  in- 
strnmenta,  1181,  1184 
Bonds,  recovery  on,  1180 
Ceitifieate  of  deposit,  reeovenr  on, 

1182 

Checks,  recovery  on,  1182 

Constitutionality  of  statutes  pro- 
viding f<nr  reatorataoD,  1178 

Deeds  — 
Kil  to  restore  lost  deed,  1171 
Delivery,  burden  of  proof,  1172 
Re-ezeeution  of  lost  deed,  1171 
Title  of  grantee  as  affected  by  loss 
of  deed,  1179 

Destroyed  instruments,  recovery  on, 
1177 

Drawer's  liability  on  lost  instrument, 
U87 

Equity  — 
Actions  on  lost  instrumeots,  1189 
Jurisdiction  to  restore  lost  papers, 
1170 

Recovery  on  lost  instroments,  1183 
Evidence  — 
Admissibility  in  actions  on  lost 

instruments,  1196-1197 
Parol  evidence  of  judicial  records, 

1175 

Substitution  of  judicial  records, 
1175 

Tire   insurance,  recovery   on  lost 

policy,  1178 
Form  of  action  on  lost  instrument, 

1195 

Indemnitv  on  liability  against  lost 
instrument,  1191-1193 

Indorser's  liability  on  lost  instru- 
ment, 1187 


LOST  FAFXRS  AND  RECORDS^ - 
etmHnued. 
Jndknal  reoovds^^ 
Application  to  eonxt  for  snbstita- 

tiuMi,lI74 
Kvidenes  nawwiiy  to  sobstitata, 
U76 

Fazol  evidenee,  1X75 
Snbstatution  1^  mtter  ci  eourt, 
1173 

Marriage  eoatraeta,  zeoovaiy  on, 
1178 

Manorandl^  reeoveiy  on,  IITO 
Nc^ttable  instnanentB,  see  KUs  and 
notes 

Parol  evidenet  of  jndieial  leemrds, 

1175 
Pleadmg  — 

Actions  on  lost  instromeirtB,  1193- 
1196 

Proceeding  to  restore  lost  inatzn- 
ment,  1171 
Records,      Judicial  reeords 
Recovery  on  lost  instmments  — 

Aeeep4»r's  Utility,  1187 

Antotuptial  agreements,  1178 

Bills  and  aotee,  1181 

Bonds,  1180 

Certificates  of  deposit,  1182 
Checks,  1182 
Deeds,  1179 

Destroyed  instmments,  1177 
Drawer's  liability,  11B7 
Equitable  relief,  1183 
Equity  jurisdiction,  1189 
Evidence,  1196-1197 
Fire  insurance  policies,  1178 
Form  of  action,  1195 
Indemnity,  1191 
Indorser's  liability,  1187 
Instances  of  relief,  1178-1190 
Instruments  subject  to  recovery, 
1186 

Marriage  contracts,  1178 
Memoranda,  1178 
Negotiable  instruments,  1184 
Non-negotiable  bills  and  notes, 
1181 

Persons  entitled  to  relief,  1190 
Pleading,  1193-1196 
Profert  as  affecting  right,  1176 
Remedy  and  right  impaired  1^ 

loss,  1176-U77 
Rights  of  parties,  1190-1193 
Sale  contracts,  1178 
Ssringa  bank  booki,  1182 
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LOST  PAP£a&  AND  BEOORDS  — 

eontmued, 
B«covery  on  kwt  iiutnmunti — eom- 
tinmd. 

Statutory  remedy,  1188 

Substantive  rkht,  1176 
Be-execution  of  lost  infltmaMiiti, 

U71 
Restoration 

Constitutionality  of  atatnteB,  1172 

Defenses,  U72 

Equitable  jurisdiction,  1170 

Evidence,  1172 

Judicial  records,  1173-1170 

Pleading,  U71 

Re-teeeution,  1171 
Savings  bank  books,  noawerj  oOf 

1182 

Theory  of  ralMf,  1109 

Writing  as  mere  vndmm  of  dabt, 

1160 

XAST  PBOFEaTT  — 

AeroHte  as  lost  property,  1301 
Bailment  by  flndiiig  lost  pnpaetj, 
1206 

Child  as  flndsr,  xic^ts  of  parent, 

1205 
D^oitions  — 

Lose>  1199 

Treaanre- trove,  1200 
Earth,  thinn  buried  in,  1201 
Finders  <tf  lost  properly — 

Joint  finder,  1206 

Master's  ris^t  as  against  ssnrant, 
1205 

Parents  right  as  against  child, 
1206 

Bights  as  against  owner,  1203 
Bights  as  against  third  perscm, 
1202 

Status  as  bailee,  1206 
Forgotten  artieles  as  lost  {woperty, 

1203 

Joint  finders,  ri^t  to  inter  se,  1205 
Master's  right  to  things  foond  by 

servant,  1205 
Misplaced  articles  as  lost  property, 

1203 

Money  found,  tranter  d  titie,  1207 
Owner's  rights  and  liabilities,  1206 
Parent's  r^t  to  tiiingB  fonnd  by 

ehild,  1205 
Purchaser  from  finder,  1207 
Servant  as  finder,  r^ts  of  master, 

1205 

Boil,  things  smbsddsd  in,  1201 


I4>TTKttIE8  — 

Advertisemrats  relating  to  lottariss, 

1220 

Bonds  containing  elements  ci  diaaea 

and  prize,  12^ 

Chance  as  element,  1222 

Conduct  of  lotteries,  1215 

Conflict  of  laws  as  to  lottery  con- 
tracts, 1238 

Consideration  as  element  of  lottery, 
1292 

Ccmstituent  elements  (see  also  Wbat 
constitutes  lottery)  — 

Enumeration,  1222-1224 
Constitutional  and  statutory  provi- 
sions- 
Advertising,  1220 

Lottery  franchises,  1214 

Prohibition,  1212 

Promotion  and  amdiiet  ct  lotter- 
ies, 1215 

Begnlation,  1212 

Sale  of  lott«7  tickets^  1216 
Contracts  and  tnmsaotiotts  relating 
to  lotteries  — 

Ctmfiiet  of  laws,  1238 

Manager's  rights  and  liabilities, 
1237 

Proprietor's  rights  and  liabilities, 
1237 

Rig^t  of  tieket  hddsr  in  antiior- 

iaed  tottery,  1234 
Rights  and  liririKtiaB  of  parties, 

1231 

Criminal  proceedings  — 
Evidenee,  1240 

Indutment  or  information,  1238 

Punishment,  1241 
Definitions  — 

Oift  enterprise,  1211 

Lottery,  1209-1210 
Division  of  land  by  chance,  1224 
Elements,  1222-1224 
Evidence  in  criminal  proseeutira, 

1240 

Franchises,  strict  construction,  1214 
Gift  enterprise,  d«Snition,  1211 
Queesing  contest  as  lottery,  1225 
Illegality  of  lottery  contracts,  1231 
Indictment  or  information,  1239 
Interstate  commerce  in  lottery  tUk- 

ets,  1221 
Investment  scheme  as  lottery,  1227 
Land,  division      chance,  1224 
Lottery  contracts  and  trsnsaetioB^ 

1231 
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LOTTERIES  —  etmHanud, 
Lottery  tickets — 
Literstate  eommefoa  in  lotterj 

tickets,  1221 
Possession  prohibited,  1218 
Prohibition  against  sale,  1216- 

1218 

Bight  of  holder  in  authorized  lot- 
tery, 1234 

Right  of  holder  in  illegal  lottery, 
1235 

Manager's  ri^ts  and  liabilities,  1237 
Playing  policy  a  lottery,  1229 
Pool  selling  not  lottery,  1230 
Possession  of  lottery  ttekets  aa  un- 
lawful, 1218 
Prize  as  elements  of  lottery,  1222 
Prize  candy  box  as  lottery,  1229 
Prize  concert  aa  lottery,  1229 
Fnunotion  of  lotteries  1216 


EX  1291 

LOTTERIES  —  continued. 
Proprietor's  rights  and  liabilitiea, 

1237 

Sale  of  lottery  tickets,  1216 
Slot  machine  as  lottery,  1229 
Statutes,  see  Constitutional  and  stat- 
utory provisions 
Tailors*  suit  club  as  lottery,  1226 
Tickets,  see  Lottery  tickets 
What  constitutes  lottery  — 
Bonds    containing    dements  of 

chance  and  prize,  1228 
Division  of  land  by  chanee,  1234 
Guessing  contests,  1225 
Livestment  schemes,  1227 
Miscellaneous  schemes,  1229 
Playing  policy,  1229 
Prize  candy  boxes,  1229 
Prize  oonoert,  1229 
Blot  machines,  1229 
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